National Council of Educational Research and Training
Minutes of the 96" Meeting of the Executive Committee
held on 20" December 2011

The 96 Meeting of the Executive Committee of the NCERT was held on 20 December 2011
at 10.45 a.m. at Palika Kendra (NDMC), New Delhi. Hon’ble Minister of State, MHRD, Govt.
of India, Dr. Smt. D. Purandeswari presided over the meeting. A list of the members who
participated in the meeting is at Annexure L.

Secretary, NCERT, Shri. Alok Verma extended a warm welcome to the Chairperson and all the
esteemed mernbers of the Committee.

Prof. R. Govinda, Director, NCERT while welcoming all the members of the committee to the
meeting said that it is a very special occasion, for the NCERT as it had completed 50 years and
has just celebrated its Golden Jubilee on 1 September, 2012. He said that several issues
relating to future prospects of NCERT will be discussed in the meeting which will help in

strengthening the Council, providing a new vision to its functioning in the field of school
education, e
8 ¢

Secretary, NCERT initiated discussion on Agenda items with the permission of the Chair..

Item No. 1 Confirmation of the minutes of the 95™ Executive Committee Meeting held
- on 25" Nevember, 2010.

Minutes of 95™ Bxecutive Committee were circulated to all the members. Since no comments .
has been received from any member, the Executive Committee confirmed the minutes,

Item No.2  Action Taken Report on the Minutes of the 94" Exyacutive Committee
meeting held on 27" Novembet, 2009, '
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- The Committee noted the Action Taken Report.

Item No.3  Approval of the Annual Report of the NCERT for the year 2010-11.

¢ t L]
The Committee approved the Annual Report of the Council fcﬁ- the year 2010-11.

Item No. 4  To consider and approve the Audited Accounts of NCERT for the year 2010-
11. ; C

The cormittee approved the audied accounts of the NCERT for the year 2010-11



& Ttem No. 5: To consider and approve the modified NTS Scheme w.e.f. selection year 2012-
2013,

Prof. R. Govinda said that ihe National Talent Search (NTS) Scheme of the Council aims at
\dentifying talented students from all over the country with the ultimate aim of nurturing them
for various fields of national endeavour, The Scheme has been in existence since 1963. At
present, the scheme selects about 1000 students natiomwide at class VIII level for the award of
scholarships which commences from class [X. The selection is through a two tier examination,
first at the state level, being conducted by the state agencies and second at the national level
conducted by the NCERT. A fixed number of candidates are recommended by each State/UT
for the National level Examination. Approximately 4000 candidates appear for national level
examination conducted by the Council out of which 1000 candidates are finally selected for the
award of the schoiarship. The amou 1t of the scholarship is Rs 500/- per month. Acting upon the
decisions taken in 95" meeting of the Executive Committee, the NCERT has revised the
proposal of NTS Scheme by enhancing significantly the number of scholarships to 3000 as well
as the amount of scholarship 10 be at par with Kishore Vaigyanik Protsahan Yojna (KVPY)1e
Rs. 4000/~ at Higher Secondary Level, Rs.5000/ - at Graduation Level and Rs.7000/- at Post
Graduation Level. The entry point first level examination for NTS under the revised scheme 18
in class X instead of VIII as was in the earlier scelme. As per the decision of the EC, the NTS
interviews have been discontinued w.e.f. 7010-11. He further said that the members of the
xecutive Committee are requested to consider and approve the proposal.

&
Professor Krishna Kumar appreciating the proposal of increasing number of scholarships said
fhat an analysis of past data relating to recipients of scholarship reveal that a substantial number
of scholarship is won by urban scholars. These children are generally from better-off families
fhose who attend coaching classes. The chances of rural children winning the scholarships are
slim. This urban bias is a serious CONCEIN. Although we won’t be able to confrol the urban bias
that has crept in inadvertently, now since the amount as well as the number of scholarships has
increased, we need to work towards increasing the chances of rural children getting
acholarships. One solution could be reservation of scholarships for rural children, with an
inbuilt reservation for rural girls. The amount would mean a lot to a girl from a remote village

.1 terms of her future. We also need to see the representation of girls, students belonging SC/ST
and other marginalized groups. ' ' , ,

Shri Apurva Chandra, Joint Secretary, MERD, GOI, said that quota for different categories as
per state Dorm :s fixed depending on the enrolment. Since the NTS is a merit based
scholarship, reservation in terms of rurel / urban may not be possible. Morover, there is another
scheme of Scholarship in MHRD, which. is merit cum means scholarship scheme which takes
care of students from different socio-economic backgrounds.

Hon’ble Minister of State (MoS) Smt. Purandeswari said that we need to examine ways to
bridge the rural-urban divide.

Dr. Indrani Bhaduri, representing Head, DEME, NCERT qaid that this issue 18 more related to

testing procedures. Culture-fair tests could perhaps ensuré better rural representation. The
department could work towards evolving 2 mechanism for developing more culture-fair tests.
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¢ Prof. R. Govinda said that now that the scope of scholarship has been increased, the bage can be
increased, 1.e. the number of children selected by the states could be increased  While NCERT
is not averse to the idea, more analysis is needed before creating separate quotas for ensuring
that students from marginalized groups get maximum benefits of this scholarship.

Prof. S. Rama, NERIE, Shillong said that identification and nature of enrichment programmes
for nurturing children’ talent in the right direction should be focused on.

Hon’ble MoS, Dr. Smt. Purandeswari said that while we are not closing the issue, the scheme,
with the increase in number and value of the scholarships, can be launched.

émt Anshu Vaish, Secretary, School Education & Literacy, MHRD, GOI, agreed that the

concern deserves serious thoughL and opined that improvement in testing mechanism needs to
be given high priority.

Prof. Furkan Qumar, Vice Chancellor, Himachal Central Uni\fersi'ty, sought clarification
regarding delinking of NTS and Merit cum means scholarship. In other words, would the mere
fact that a student has applied for the Means-cum-Merit scholarship exclude him/her from

applymcf for the NTS? He further said that given the importance of this scholarship, the rural-
wban divide, deserves serious concern.

Smt. Anshu Vaish clarified that there is no exclusion regarding the scholarships. Moreover, the
‘prestige associated with the NTS scholarship is more than the money involved.

Prof. Govinda stated that the number of students sent by the states is plopomonma to the
enrollment. The proportion needs to be increased.

Shri Apurva Chandra added that NTS is from-VHI upto Ph.D. level, and the Merit-cum-Means
scholarship is from IX, for a period of 4 years.

The Committee approved the modified NTS Scheme.
Jtem No. 6 : Granting NCERT. the. Status of Institution of Wational Importance(INI)

Prof. Govinda said'that the idea of converting NCERT into an Institution of National
Importance (INT) has been under active discussion and reflection for about a- year. He
elaborated on the background of the proposal. A committee had been set up under the
chairmanship of Prof. G. Mehta, which is of the view that instead of central university NCERT
should get the status of INI. On the occasion of*the Golden Jubilee celebrations of the NCERT,
Hon’ble Minister for Human Resource Development had assured the entire fraternity of
NCERT that a very serious effort would be made to grant NCERT the status of National
Importance to address the broad spectrum of work ranging from curricular concerns and child
psychology to educational technology, tcac,her empowerment and publications, more

effectively.
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¢Prof. F. Qumar remarked that the issue had been extensively discussed in the last EC meeting.

This proposal makes more sense, considering the nature of the programimnes that NCERT
conducts.

Prof. Rama stated that the proposal to make NCERT an INI is laudable.

Prof Govinda added that the above-mentioned Committee would meet in the second half of
January 2012. The nature of the Institution would need to be finalized i.e. on how it could
continue to support Central and State Governments, in addition to granting degrees. Further,
the RIE-NIE relationship needs to be discussed and sorted out internally.

The Committee approved the proposal of making NCERT an Institution of National
Importance. '

Jtem No. 7: Implementation of Core Syllabus in Seience (Biology, Chemistry, and Physics)
Mathematies, Economics and Commerce at the Higher Secondary Stage.

The Secretary, NCERT informed the members that the Core syllabi for Science and
Mathematics for higher secondary stage have been approved by the National Monitoring
Committee (NMC) and syllabi for Economics and Commerce at the higher secondary stage will
shortly be placed before the NMC, for its approval.

Prof. B.K. Tripathi, Joint Director, NCERT said that States/UTs are sending requests to
adopt/adapt the Science and Mathematics core syllabi. NCERT has also developed

supplementary content material corresponding to the changes brought in the core syllabl of
Science and Mathématics.

Prof. Govinda added that the core syllabi have been developed by the NCERT in consultation
with CBSE, COBSE & representatives of all State Boards.

The Committee noted the report.
Item No. 8: Implementation of NCF-2005 — State-wise Syllabus.

S‘ecmtary, NCERT informed members regarding the current status of implementation of NCF-
2005 in the states/UTs. ;

Prof. Govinda said that States/UTs ate using NCERT textbooks in their states/UT and NCERT
is also receiving request for the copyright for'the textbooks from states/UTs. NCFRT has taken
the laudable initiative to take the NCF — 2005 to the States.

Hcm’ble Minister of State, Smt. Purandeswari said that it reﬂects the fact that the work done by
NCERT is considered good. . The Committee noted the status of various states following the

NCERT textbooles.
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Item No. 9: Establishment of four new Regional Institutes of Education in different parts
of the country

Prof. Govinda said that establishment of four new RIEs had been approved in the previous EC
meetings. State Governments have been requested to provide 50 acres of land for each of the
RIEs, to be situated in Pune, Chandigarh, Darbhanga and Hyderabad. He further informed the
house that no state govt. has provided land for RIEs, till date.

Hon’ble MoS, MHRD raised the issue of need of 50 acres of land for",RIEs, availability of
which seems difficult in states. She further said that it is necessary to “go vertical” and that the

proposal needs to be re-examined. She further said that the wovdmg in the proposal ‘same or
other states, is to be relooked at.

Smit. A_l'lShU Vaish said that given the expansion and developmental worlc in the area of school
education under various schemes, it is difficult for states to provide large area of land for RIE.

Moreover, situating RIE far from the city will not serve the purpose. So, we need to revisit this

oM. :

L

Prof. Govinda explained that RIEs have been conceived with different kinds of perspective.
They are residential institutes for prospective teachers who come from varied cultures and
backgrounds. Thus RIEs are inter-cultural institutions. Adequate space is desirable for the
institutions of this kind. Four of these RIEs already in existence, have approx. 100 acres each.
Not much land was given for NERIE, Shillong and this was brought to the notice of MHRD.

Showing his agreement to re-examining the proposal, he said that land in other cities in the
same state may be obtained.

Prof. B.K. Tripathi; Joint Director; NCERT said that some states are offering land for RIEs,
however, considering the issues raised, the proposal will be re-examined

' W
Prof. S. Rama said that one more RIE is needed in NE states.

Smt. Anshu Vaish clarified that for opening new RIEs, if the location as proposed is being

changed within the state, then NCERT need not ask permission, howeyer, if the state is being
changed then EC’s permission will be required.

Financial Advisor, MHRD said that regarding land for the RIEs, there will be no financial

obligation an the part of MHRD. It is up to the states to offer land gratis or acquire it for the
purpose. v
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¢ Srnt. Anshu Vaish said that linkage of RIE with states in the region should be made clearer in

terms of roles, functions and academic contributions. This linkage needs to be strengthened.
Presently, states do not perceive RIE as being a strong academic support for various aspects of
school and teacher education.

Smt. Purandeswari showing her agreement on the issue raised by Smt. Anshu Vaish and said

that this point is valid. States governments are thinking twice about allotting land free to
Central Institutions. -

Prof. Govinda said that historically the linkage between RIEs and states was very good but over
a period of time, the link has weakened, with the expansion of teacher education outside the.
state sector. But we: should examine and strengthen structural links for the betterment of
education in states/UTs.

The Commitiee finally approved the proposal for opening four new RIEs at a suitable location
where the land is available free of cost, in the same states, as approved in the previous
Executive Committee meeting.

Jtem No. 10: To consider and approve initiating of Regular Degree Courses at NCERT
Headguarter, New Delhi.

Prof. Govinda has stated that National Institute of Education (NIE), is a constituent unit of
NCERT; however over the years NIE has come to be identified as NCERT. Now, it 18 felt
necessary to re-establish its teaching function, so that it does not appear to be separate from

RIEs. The RIEs are affiliated with state universities, and award degrees. With this background

he placed before the committee a proposal for initiating regular degree courses at NIE and

further said that if this proposal is approved, the NIE would have an added dimension of long

term teaching programimeé. The issue of affiliation can be sorted out separately.

Prof. Quamar wondered if it would be proper first to.consider the issue of NCERT becoming an
TNI and then, in a holistic way incorporate diploma /degree courses in the new scheme. The
decision could wait till committee will comes out with its report regarding granting status of
INT to the NCERT. :

¢ i
Prof. Tripathi answered that some steps had already been taken. NCERT had been receiving
requests from National and International agencies on courses related to curriculum

development, evaluation, etc. Only selected areas in some disciplines can be identified by NIE

to start ‘new cpurses. ¢

Prof. Govinda agreed with Prof. Quamar that such a guestion is bound to come up. The
incubation period for designing the syllabus and course would be 1.5 to 2 years. If the EC
agrees, the mechanics of launching the programme can be set up.

Smt. Anshu Vaish stated that the issue of NCERT becoming an INI is tied to legislation. So,
linking the two would delay this. In principle, it should not be a problem.
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¢ Prof. Krishna Kumar said that Degree programmes need affiliation from Umniversities as per
UGC guidelines, but awarding diplomas would not be a problem. Till such time as NCERT
becomes INI, it needs to be affiliated to some university in Delhi.

Shri Apurva Chandra had a query regarding financial implications and requirement of
additional faculty

Professor Govinda answered that the whole programme has not yet been fully envisaged, but it

would involve only redeployment of human resources. However, there would be a one-time
expenditure on infrastructure.

The committee approved this proposal “in principle”.

Ttem Neo. 11: To cousider and approve the proposal of status of Institute of Advance
Studies in Education (IASE) to NERIE, Shillong

Prof. Govinda stated that NERIE, Shillong began conceptually in 1995 but becomes operational
later. North-Eastern states have always had shortage of quality teachers and teacher educators.
Hence an institution that can cover this lacuna is sorely needed. With a view to cater to the
need of quality teachers and teacher educators for secondary education sector, it is proposed
that this institute to be recognized as an Institute of Advanced Study in Education (IASE). It
will play an important role of education hub for all the north-eastern states.

&

Smt. Anshu Vaish wanted to know whether developing it into IASE would mean only M.Ed.
courses being conducted.

Prof. S. Rama was of the view that M.Ed. students should have intemship. Gradually all the
RIEs can be converted to IASE, including the new RIEs. ‘

Prof. B Tripathi said that this move would lead to expansion and enrichment of teacher
education.

The Cominittee approved the proposa‘l.’
4

Ttem No. 12: To consider and approve the proposal for Establishment of Resource Centre
of Arts and Crafis to Strengthen Arts and Aesthetic Education.

Prof. Govinda stated that much earlier, NCERT had an Arts Department, which did not
contirue later. Recently the Department for Arts and Crafts, DEAA, was started and it has
started working effectively. Arts and Crafts is a neglected area. The establishment of Resource
Centres of Arts and Crafts, which will work in a network fashion with DEAA, would ensure
that RIEs also are partners in the said endeavour. '

Smt. Anshu Vaish was of the opinion that it is indeed a valuable proposal. Schools need art
teachers, RTE also emphasizes on art education. The centre would require additional funding.
However, the proposal can be accepted “in principle”. e
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( Centres of Arts and Crafts, which will work in a network fashion with DEAA, would ensure
that RIEs also are pariners in the said endeavour.

Smit. Anshu Vaish was of the opinion that it is indeed a valuable proposal. Schools need art
teachers. RTE also emphasizes on art education. The centre would require additional funding
However, the proposal can be accepted “in principle™.

Director, NCERT stated that this is a part of 12% Plan also.

Prof Krishna Kumar said that this was a laudable move and long overdue. NCERT needs fo

deploy a small nucleus of faculty to manage resource centres and give it life. Possibly, 1t can
be done through programme funds.

Prof. Govinda opined that faculty could be designated/deployed to RIEs nitially for short term
projects.

The Committee approved the proposal.

Ttem Mo.'13  Approval of the proceeding of the Fimance Committee meeting held on
19.61.2011.

The proceeding of the meeting was approved.
- ¢
Item No.14 Approval of the proceeding of the Finamce Comnmittee meeting held on
25.05.2011. '

The proceeding of the meeting was approved.

Item No. 15 Approval of the proceeding of the Finance Committee mesting held on
18.08.2011. :

The prbceedmg of the meeting was approved.

¢
Item No. 16: Approval of the prgceed’ing of the Bstablishment Committee meeting held
on 19.01.2011. :

The proceeding of the meeting was approved.

Ttem Mo. 17: Approval of the procee&'mg of the Building and Works (B&W) Committee-

meeting held on 28.01.2011. _
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" The proceeding of the meeting was approved.

Ttem No. 18: Approval of the proceeding of the Building and Works (B&W) Committee
meeting held on 18.68.2011.

The proceeding of the meeting was approved.

Ttem No. 1$: Approval of the proceeding of the National Monitoring Committee meeting
held on 15.02.2011.

The proceeding’ of the meeting was approved.

Item No. 24: Approvai of the Minutes of the 48" Proo‘mmme Aawsor} Committee
(PAC) held on 8-9/03/2011.

The proceeding of the meeting was approved.

The mesting ended with a vote of thanks to the chair.
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