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Preface 

 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-

makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 

excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 

the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 

its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 

reference collections. 

 

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during September 2024. 

 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 



CONTENTS 

S. 

No. Subject Headings & Title Newspaper 
Page No. in 

Newspaper Date Pg. 

  प्री-प्राइमरी , प्राइमरी कक्षाओ ंमें संगीत नृत्य व 

अन्य गतततवतिय  ंसे ह गी पढाई  

अमर उजाला  5  01-09-2024 1 

  पथ करे प्रकातित तिक्षा का दीपक  दैतनक जागरण  I 01-09-2024 2 

  English, and India’s legacy of languages Hindustan Times 12 01-09-2024 3 

  ‘Pradhan’s letter to CM was primarily about 

signing PM-SHRI MoU’ 

The Hindu 3 01-09-2024 4 

  Did Calculus come out of Kerala The Times of 

India 

22 01-09-2024 5 

  "There are exciting times ahead": Jayant 

Chaudhary on NCERTs 64th Foundation Day 

ANI - 01-09-2024 6 

  SCERT hosts 51st RSBVP, showcases young 

talent 

Daily Excelsior - 01-09-2024 8 

  Rationalization means school closure, 

transfers, layoffs and saffronization of 

education: Fight to save the constitution 

Counter 

Currents.org 

 01-09-2024 10 

  सवोदय तवद्यालय  ंमें अब छ टे बच्च  की पढाई 

बनेगी मजेदार  

नवभारत टाइम्स  5 02-09-2024 15 

  टीचर के दबाव में तकि र ने की आत्महत्या  

 

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  4 02-09-2024 16 

  तिक्षा मंत्री ने कहा , अकबर महान बताया त  

तकताबें जला देंगे  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  7 02-09-2024 16 

  Map your own journey The Hindu 17 02-09-2024 17 

  Global schools coming to India; an Indian B-

school goes global 

Financial Express 7 02-09-2024 18 

  Tamil Nadu’s curriculum fares worse than 

NCERT, says Governor Ravi 

DT Next - 02-09-2024 19 

  Measuring Education Performance in India 

and Suggestions for Improvement 

India Foundation - 02-09-2024 21 

  NCERT working as RSS arm, assaulting 

Constitution, says Jairam Ramesh 

MSN - 02-09-2024 35 

  NCERT: Inculcating Indic Values Organiser - 03-09-2024 38 

  ‘Bharat’, ‘India’ to be used interchangeably in 

textbooks, debate over it useless: NCERT 

chief 

The Times of 

India 

- 03-09-2024 41 

  ‘Use Hindi in EWS admission notice’ : HC to 

DoE 

Hindustan Times 5 04-09-2024 43 

  A class Act: After month of horror, children in 

landslide-hit Wayanad return to classrooms 

Millennium Post 6 04-09-2024 44 



  ‘Education loan AUM of NBFCs to top Rs. 

60,000 crore this fiscal 

The Indian 

Express 

15 04-09-2024 45 

  Research should be encouraged in education 

system: President Murmu 

The Pioneer 5 04-09-2024 46 

  Citation manipulation is undermining research 

integrity 

The Pioneer 6 04-09-2024 47 

  HC asks DoE to issue circulars in Hindi too 

for EWS adminssions 

The Times of 

India 

4 04-09-2024 48 

  Teachers must help students pass test of life The Times of 

India 

24 04-09-2024 49 

  President of India to confer National 

Teachers’ Award 2024 to 82 selected teachers 

on 5th September 2024 

PIB - 04-09-2024 50 

  Maths book absent from class: Blame on 

NCERT for delay in release of hard copies 

The Telegraph 

online 

- 04-09-2024 56 

  Reviving the legacy of quality in teacher 

education 

The Pioneer - 04-09-2024 59 

  सिक्त बनाई जाए तिक्षक की संस्था  दैतनक जागरण  6 05-09-2024 61 

  पेिे से तिक्षक नही ंपर तिक्षा क  समतपित कर तदया 

पूरा जीवन  

तहन्दुस्तान  1 05-09-2024 62 

  तिक्षक वही ज  देि – समाज संवारे  तहन्दुस्तान  8 05-09-2024 63 

  तिक्षण संसृ्कतत के उन्नयन का सवाल  जनसत्ता  6 05-09-2024 64 

  तिक्षक की जगह   जनसत्ता  6 05-09-2024 65 

  प्र फेसर साहब  नवभारत टाइम्स  12 05-09-2024 66 

  बच्च  ंमें पढ़ने व सीखने की प्रवृतत्त जागृत करने पर 

कायििाला में बल  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  7 05-09-2024 67 

  राष्ट्र  तनमािण में अहम भूतमका के वाहक  राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  8 05-09-2024 68 

  Thank you, teachers The Indian 

Express 

11 05-09-2024 69 

  Agents of enlightenment Millennium Post 7 05-09-2024 70 

  The true power and purpose of teaching in a 

changing world  

The Pioneer 7 05-09-2024 71 

  Reviving the legacy of quality in teacher 

education 

The Pioneer 7 05-09-2024 72 

  Teach students about the Constitution’s 

importance: Kharge 

The Hindu 12 05-09-2024 73 

  Evolving, yet constant: Teachers’ role in 

society 

Hindustan Times 16 05-09-2024 74 

  तिक्षक  ंका वेतन आईएएस से ज्यादा ह  : 

तसस तदया  

तहन्दुस्तान  3 06-09-2024 75 



  एनईपी के खखलाफ तिक्षक तदवस पर छात्र – 

तिक्षक  ंका पैदल माचि   

जनसत्ता  3  06-09-2024 76 

  डमी एडतमिन वाले सू्कल  ंपर लीगल एक्शन की 

तैयारी  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  1 06-09-2024 77 

  तकसी भी समाज की दिा व तदिा तय करते है 

तिक्षक  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  3 06-09-2024 78 

  A teacher should get paid more than an IAS 

officer; says Sisodia 

Millennium Post 3 06-09-2024 79 

  Minister Atishi awards 118 teachers with 

Delhi State Teachers’ Award 

Millennium Post 3 06-09-2024 80 

  DoE issues new circular for admissions to 

Class 9,10 in govt and govt-aided schools 

Millennium Post 3 06-09-2024 81 

  To curb dropout rates, Odisha will give Rs. 

5K to tribal students 

The Asian Age 3 06-09-2024 82 

  Should digital platforms owners be held liable 

for user-generated content? 

The Hindu 11 06-09-2024 83 

  Coffee-table book tracing ISRO’s 

achievements launched 

The Hindu 6 06-09-2024 84 

  Have you heard the teacher? The Indian 

Express  

12 06-09-2024 85 

  AAP Govt only one priortising sending 

educators abroad: Atishi 

The Pioneer 3 06-09-2024 86 

  118 honoured with State Teacher’s Award The Tribune DT-I 06-09-2024 87 

  5 women among 27 teachers get state award The Tribune 5 06-09-2024 88 

  Teachers’ salary should be higher than that of 

IAS officers: Sisodia 

The Tribune DT-I 06-09-2024 89 

  तिक्षक  ंकी तजमे्मदाररयां इतनी भारी क्  ंहै ? र जनामा राष्ट्र ीय 

सहारा (उदूि) 

4 06-09-2024 90 

  International Conference on ‘Spectrum of 

Literacy’ to set stage for International 

Literacy Day 2024 

PIB - 06-09-2024 91 

  सू्कली बच्च  ंके मानतसक स्वास्थ्य की जांच ह गी  तहन्दुस्तान  2 07-09-2024 92 

  Class XII student from Amity International 

School conferred with Arya Navachar 

Samman 

The Pioneer 3 07-09-2024 92 

  PM meets teachers, pitches for education in 

mother tongue 

The Hindu 12 07-09-2024 93 

  A child at Heart The Indian 

Express 

10 07-09-2024 94 

  A Rainbow is always 84 Degrees across The Times of 

India 

22 07-09-2024 95 

  Govt making efforts to recognize bright 

teaches adopting innovative methods: PM 

Modi 

Deccan Herald  - 07-09-2024 96 



  Ministry of Education to Host ‘Spectrum of 

Literacy’ Conference for Global Experts 

DigitalLearning 

Network 

- 07-09-2024 98 

  Shri Sanjay Kumar chairs International 

Conference on ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ on the 

eve of International Literacy Day 2024 

PIB - 07-09-2024 100 

  Ayurveda, Angula & shlokas find mention in 

new NEP-inspired NCERT Class 6 science 

textbook 

The Print - 07-09-2024 102 

  सरकार ने अगले छः साल में भारत क  पूणि साक्षर 
बनाने का तय तकया लक्ष्य  

अमर उजाला  5 08-09-2024 107 

  एनसीईआरटी अब सभी तवषय  ंमें कराएगी मास्टर 
और पीएचडी  

दैतनक जागरण  9 08-09-2024 108 

  Government making efforts to recognize 

bright teachers practicing innovative methods: 

PM 

The Pioneer 4 08-09-2024 109 

  Separate Classes at Govt Schools for High-IQ 

Students: Will others suffer? 

The Times of 

India 
5 08-09-2024 110 

  NCERT Revises Class 6 Science Textbook 

With Strong Focus on Indian Culture - All 

You Need To Know 

ETV Bharat - 08-09-2024 111 

  NCERT revises Class 6 science book, focuses 

on knowledge systems 

Hindustan Times  - 08-09-2024 114 

  ित प्रततित साक्षरता के तलए तमिन म ड में काम 
करने की आवश्यकता : िनखड़  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  9 09-09-2024 117 

  All states must adopt National Education 

Policy, says Dhankhar 

The Hindu 12 09-09-2024 118 

  Samagra Shiksha fund delay punishes role-

model  states 

The Hindu 7 09-09-2024 119 

  NEP is a gamechanger, states that have not 

adopted it yet should rethink, revisit their 

stand: Dhankhar 

The Pioneer 2 09-09-2024 120 

  CBSE Cracks down on dummy schools in 

Delhi, Rajasthan to check their rapid 

proliferation 

The Times of 

India 

11 09-09-2024 121 

  Govt schools struggle with deteriorating 

computer education infra 

The Tribune 4 09-09-2024 122 

  Adopt new edu policy: V-P to states The Tribune 9 09-09-2024 123 

  यूपी में तिक्षक  ंकी नई चयन सूची बनाने पर 
सुप्रीम र क  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  1 10-09-2024 124 

  Pradhan, Stalin trade charges over 

implementation of NEP 

The Hindu 1 10-09-2024  125 

  Next census should be the last enumeration-

based one 

The Hindu 6 10-09-2024 126 

  Looking beyond Sanskrit The Hindu 7 10-09-2024 127 



  Over 70% child deaths in India are linked to 

malnutrition 

The Hindu 7 10-09-2024 128 

  What the Internet Archive case in the U.S. 

means for digital book-lending 

The Hindu 8 10-09-2024 129 

  The books our children need The Indian 

Express 

11 10-09-2024 130 

  Gender Audit Reveals Textbook Biases The Times of 

India 

9 10-09-2024 131 

  With poor infra, vocational training losing 

enrolments 

The Times of 

India 

9 10-09-2024 132 

  Jabalpur schools ordered to use only CBSE 

books till class 8 

The Times of 

India 

- 10-09-2024 133 

  On ANI’s defamation suit against Wikipedia The Hindu 8 11-09-2024 134 

  Pedagogy of unwellness The Statesman 6 11-09-2024 135 

  Madrassas work arbitrarily, unfit to give 

‘proper’ Education : NCPCR Tells SC 

ETV Bharat - 11-09-2024 136 

  मदरस  ंमें िातमिक तिक्षा, कई की मान्यता नही ं: 
NCPCR 

अमर उजाला  3 12-09-2024 139 

  NCPCR assails madrasa system in SC, cites 

child rights violations 

Hindustan Times 8 12-09-2024 140 

  ‘Combining skill education with higher 

education will improve employability 

Millennium Post 12 12-09-2024 141 

  Madrasas ‘unfit’ for proper education, 

NCPCR tells SC 

The Hindu 12 12-09-2024 142 

  Madrasas ‘unsuitable’ for proper education: 

Child rights body to SC 

The Indian 

Express 

8 12-09-2024 143 

  Madrassas violate RTE Ac t, statutory 

provisions, SC told 

The Times of 

India 

1,14 12-09-2024 144 

  NCPCR का हलफनामा सुप्रीम क टि में दाखखल  र जनामा राष्ट्र ीय 
सहारा (उदूि) 

1 12-09-2024 145 

  िैतक्षक सत्र 2024-25  के तलए ‘तबज़नेस ब्लास्टर’ 
कायिक्रम की घ षणा  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  2 12-09-2024 146 

  What role does CSTT play in standardizing 

technical terms? 

The Hindu 12 13-09-2024 147 

  Government has launched Business Blaster 

programme for third successive year : Atishi 

The Pioneer 3 13-09-2024 148 

  UP CM Yogi plays teacher’s role, shares 

success ‘mantra’ with students of Atal 

Residential School 

The Statesman 10 13-09-2024 149 

  How rare coins helped connect dots of Gupta 

Empire 

The Times of 

India 

5 13-09-2024 150 

  Ask states to implement exam reforms, 

NCERT urges Centre 

Deccan Herald - 13-09-2024 151 

  Madrassas 'Unsuitable' Place For Children To 

Receive Proper Education: NCPCR To SC 

News18 - 13-09-2024 154 



  NCERT Body Writes to Education Ministry 

To Urge States To Implement NEP Reforms 

News18 - 13-09-2024 156 

  तवज्ञान और कानून की भी भाषा बने तहंदी   दैतनक जागरण  8 14-09-2024 158 

  Hindi, and its role in the unified future of 

India 

Hindustan Times 18 14-09-2024 159 

  NCERT calls for NEP reforms to bridge 

student performance gaps 

Digital Learning - 14-09-2024 160 

  Ministry of Education commits to Special 

Campaign 4.0 for enhanced cleanliness and 

efficiency in offices and its Autonomous 

Bodies 

PIB - 14-09-2024 162 

  Copyright case against man selling fake 

NCERT books 

Times of India - 14-09-2024 163 

  ‘तहंदी और अन्य भारतीय भाषाओ ंमें क ई 
प्रततस्पिाि नही ंह  सकती’  

जनसत्ता  8 15-09-2024 164 

  तहंदी क  राष्ट्र भाषा का दजाि न तमलना दुभािग्यपूणि : 

प्र . पवन तसन्हा  
तहंदी व अन्य भाषाओ ंमें स्पिाि नही ंवे है सखखयां : 

िाह  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  2,7 15-09-2024 165 

  Hindi sakhi of all Indian languages, 

complement each other, says Shah 

The Indian 

Express 
13 15-09-2024 166 

  पातकस्तान क  भारत की तिक्षा प्रणाली अपनाने 
की सलाह  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  11 16-09-2024 167 

  No competition between Hindi and local 

languages, they are friends : Shah 

Millennium Post 5 16-09-2024 168 

  Excessive Screen Time Linked to everyday 

tantrums in Kids : Study 

The Times of 

India 
  4 16-09-2024 169 

  High incidence of gender bias in school 

textbooks: Which Indian state is topping the 

charts? 

The Times of 

India 

- 16-09-2024 170 

  NIOS Project begins today, With Bumps The Times of 

India 
18 17-09-2024 176 

  Why is T.N.’s education funding on hold? The Hindu 8 17-09-2024 177 

  Empowering teachers, empowering India: 

Paving the path to becoming Vishwa Guru 

The Pioneer    7 17-09-2024 178 

  India had its prime meridian before 

Greenwich, new textbook reveals 

India Today NE - 17-09-2024 179 

  तिक्षा मंत्रालय के प टिल से प्र फेिनल्स भी 

कर रहे क सि  

नवभारत टाइम्स  12 19-09-2024 181 

  भारतीय य ग तिक्षा में सहय ग की संभावनाएं तलाि 
रही थाई सरकार  

राष्ट्र ीय सहारा  7 19-09-2024 182 

  A poem on 'National War Memorial' and a 

chapter on 'Veer Abdul Hameed' included in 

NCERT curriculum of Class VI 

PIB - 19-09-2024 183 



  CBSE ब डि के फैसले से कुछ उदूि सू्कल  ंकी 
मुखिलें बढ़ी  

र जनामा राष्ट्र ीय 
सहारा (उदूि)  

1 19-09-2024 184 

  Poem on National War Memorial, Veer Abdul 

Hameed chapter added to Class 6 NCERT 

India Today - 20-09-2024 185 

  Poem on National War Memorial, chapter on 

Indo-Pak war martyr included in NCERT's 

Class 6 curriculum 

The Economic 

Times 

- 20-09-2024 188 

  Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health 

& Family Welfare Issue Joint Advisory to 

States/UTs for Effective Implementation of 

Tobacco-Free Educational Institutions 

Guidelines and Manual 

PIB - 21-09-2024 190 

  Madras HC tells Centre to implement NCERT 

module on inclusion of transgender concerns 

in schools 

The New Indian 

Express 

- 21-09-2024 192 

  वीर अबु्दल हमीद क  NCERT पाठ्यक्रम में 
िातमल तकया गया  

 र जनामा राष्ट्र ीय   
सहारा (उदूि) 

1 21-09-2024  193 

  NCERT Adds Poem On National War 

Memorial, Story Of Indo-Pak War Hero 

Abdul Hameed To Class 6 Curriculum 

Free Press Journal - 22-09-2024 194 

  इंटरनेट पर बच्च  ंक  कैसे सेफ रखेगा AI नवभारत टाइम्स  11  23-09-2024 196 

  Artificial Intelligence or Academic Integrity The Hindu 5 23-09-2024 197 

  Social media age limit: Will banning children 

be enough? 

The Pioneer 6 23-09-2024 198 

  Maharashtra's Plan to Implement CBSE 

Curriculum Sparks Debate Over Regional 

Language Impact 

Pune Mirror - 23-09-2024 199 

  ईडबू्ल्यएस दाखखले से मना नही ंकर सकें गे तनजी 
सू्कल  

तहन्दुस्तान   2 24-09-2024 203 

  Healing Touch: These Schools Are On the 

Frontline of Mental Health Battle 

The Times of 

India 

5 24-09-2024 204 

  NRI quota expansion is a fraud on edu system Hindustan Times 7 25-09-2024 205 

  The NCrF as a framework for well-rounded 

education 

The Hindu 8 25-09-2024 206 

  What are retractions and why do they matter? The Hindu 10 25-09-2024 207 

  The perils of imparting higher education in 

local languages 

The Pioneer 6 25-09-2024 208 

  Technology as a force multiplier in 

education 

The Pioneer 6 28-09-2024 209 

  Punjab govt to send teachers to Finland for 

educational workshop 

The Statesman 3 28-09-2024 210 

  3.6L teachers trained to support learning 

needs of neurodiverse school students 

The Times of 

India 
6 28-09-2024 211 



  पखब्लक सू्कल के तिक्षक तफतनि तवश्वतवद्यालय में 
प्रतिक्षण प्राप्त करें गे  

र जनामा राष्ट्र ीय 
सहारा (उदूि) 

4 28-09-2024 212 

  CM Dr. Yadav initiative marks the arrival of 

the country’s top academic management 

officers in Bhopal 

Jansampark MP - 29-09-2024 213 

  10 वी ं– 12 वी ंके परीक्षा केन्द्  ंपर अतनवायि 
तकया सीसीटीवी कैमरा  

दैतनक जागरण  4 30-09-2024 215 

  India's education system must prioritise 

learning over infrastructure 

The Pioneer 7 30-09-2024 216 

 



1



2



3



4



5



   

Union Minister Jayant Singh Chaudhary. (Photo/ANI)

"There are exciting times ahead": Jayant Chaudhary on
NCERTs 64th Foundation Day
ANI | Updated: Sep 01, 2024 17:42 IST

ANI
News

Join our
Whatsapp

channel
(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va7q7004dTnMVl9H9r0o)

 हिंदी खबर (/hindi/khabar/)

  

6

https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va7q7004dTnMVl9H9r0o
https://www.aninews.in/hindi/khabar/
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);


New Delhi [India], September 1 (ANI): On National Council of Educational Research
and Training's (NCERT (/topic/ncert)s) 64th Foundation Day, Union Minister Jayant
Singh Chaudhary said that NCERT (/topic/ncert) has charted an incredible journey

from 1961 and there are exciting times ahead.

Union Minister Jayant Singh Chaudhary told ANI, "NCERT (/topic/ncert) has
charted an incredible journey from 1961 and there are exciting times ahead. As an
institution, there are already many initiatives that have been undertaken."

He also said that NCERT (/topic/ncert) is undergoing constant reforms, including a
redesigned curriculum.

"So there is a constant reform, constant churn. We have to remain at the cusp of
those new changes that are happening in society, the transformative changes. As
you know, the curriculum is being redesigned, new textbooks are being

introduced. All those textbooks have integrated the latest technologies. They're all
energized textbooks. Also on the assessment side, some massive campaigns are
done," Chaudhary told ANI.

Chaudhary also said that the institution is actively working to enhance teaching

standards.

"We are constantly engaging with the institutional framework to ensure that our
teaching standards are improved. So today is the day that we celebrate our
learnings over these many years and so many issues were discussed," Chaudhary
told ANI.

NCERT (/topic/ncert) is an autonomous organisation set up in 1961 by the
Government of India to assist and advise the Central and State Governments on
policies and programmes for qualitative improvement in school education.

The major objectives of NCERT (/topic/ncert) and its constituent units are to:
undertake, promote and coordinate research in areas related to school education;

prepare and publish model textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters,
journals and develops educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc. Act as a
nodal agency for achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education,
as per NCERT (/topic/ncert) official website.

In addition to research, development, training, extension, publication and
dissemination activities, NCERT (/topic/ncert) is an implementation agency for
bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries in the field of school
education. (ANI) 7
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E-PaperTRENDING NOW

Govt sets up Law Comm; UCC, laws which affect poor on agendaSCERT hosts 51st RSBVP, showcases young talent

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Aug 31 : The State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT), Divisional Office Jammu, hosted the 51st

Rajya Stariya Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani (RSBVP), here today.

Prof Parikshat Singh Manhas, Director JKSCERT graced the occasion as the chief guest at the valedictory function, He praised the

students for their remarkable creativity and encouraged them to keep pushing the boundaries of scientific knowledge. He also

expressed deep appreciation for the teachers, acknowledging their pivotal role in the event’s success and inspiring everyone

present with his visionary leadership.

Sponsored by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), New Delhi, the event was inaugurated by Prof

Sindhu Kapoor, Joint Director JKSCERT, Jammu, alongside NCERT representatives Dr Jubilee Padmanabhan and Dr Sudesh

Kumar, both Associate Professors and eminent educationists.

In her opening remarks, Prof Sindhu Kapoor praised the efforts of students and educators, emphasizing SCERT’s commitment

to fostering scientific passion and innovation.

Ashwani Kumar Khajuria, Associate Professor at GCW Kathua, delivered an expert lecture on “Millets for Health and Sustainable

Planet,” aligning with the exhibition’s theme and highlighting the role of science in global challenges.

This was followed by the exhibition of various projects by the participating students, which were evaluated by a panel of

experts, including Raj Kumar Chadha, Coordinator at the Directorate of Samagra Siksha, Dr Jagjeet Singh, Associate Professor at

GDC Udhampur, Dr Rawan Kumar, Associate Professor at GCW Gandhi Nagar, Jammu, and Dr Jyoti Malhotra, Senior Lecturer at

the Directorate of School Education, Jammu.

The event followed a rigorous selection process starting in July this year, with 1400 models showcased across 98 zones in

Jammu division. Out of these, 500 advanced to the district level, and 50 were selected for today’s exhibition. The top 15 models

will represent the region at the national level.

The exhibition, themed “Science and Technology for Society,” featured diverse projects, from innovative experiments to

theoretical research.

Arti Gupta, Assistant Professor, delivered welcome address . The event was compeered by Manisha Chun with the assistance of

By Daily Excelsior  - September 1, 2024
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Senior Academic Officer Dr Rohini Sharma.

The event concluded with distribution of certificates of participation for students. Event coordinator Monika Dogra presented

formal vote of thanks.

Daily Excelsior
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Rationalization means school
closure, transfers, layoffs and
saffronization of education:
Fight to save the constitution
in
India

by Sanjay
Parate

01/09/2024

The state of school education in Chhattisgarh can be judged from
the fact that more than 3000 schools in the state do not have
principals and 8194 posts of teachers, more than 22000 posts of
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assistant teachers and 2524 posts of lecturers are vacant. Out of
56333 schools run by the government, more than 300 schools are
without teachers, while 5500 schools have only one teacher and
3978 primary, middle, high and higher secondary schools are
being run in the same campus.

The Constitution directs the government to provide education to
every school-age child in his or her residential area. If this directive
is to be followed, then construction of new school buildings and
filling up vacant teacher posts should be the priority of any
government. But how can such a priority be on the agenda of the
BJP government? Here, 10-15 thousand teachers are retiring
every year, and these posts are being abolished silently.

Instead of building new school buildings, renovating old ones and
recruiting teachers, the BJP government is running a campaign to
close schools and transfer teachers in the name of rationalization.
Rationalization is the favorite pastime of the BJP, which wants to
turn a blind eye to the real challenges of school education. This
campaign of the BJP government has been strongly opposed by
all the teachers’ organizations of the state and the Madhyanh
Bhojan Majdoor Ekta Union (CITU).

In the previous BJP rule, more than 2000 schools were closed in
the name of rationalization. Almost all of them were in rural areas
and the victims were thousands of rural children who were left out
of the education sector due to the distance of other schools from
the village and due to gender discrimination among girl students.
Now in the new “Saayn-Saayn” rule of BJP, 4077 more schools
are being closed. It is being told that the number of students
registered in these schools is less than 10. Thus, more than 35000
children are being excluded from school education. Needless to
say, almost all the children will be from rural areas, tribal areas
and economically weak children. Along with this, teachers will be
transferred from one place to another on a large scale by opening
a ‘transfer industry’.

But the impact of such rationalization will not only fall on children
and teachers, but the workers working in these schools who
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prepare mid-day meals and sanitation workers who have been
deprived of minimum wages till date, will also be its victims,
despite this these works remain the support of their livelihood.
With the closure of these schools, more than 12000 mid-day meal
and part-time sanitation workers will become unemployed, who
have no other means of permanent/regular employment. These
workers will now increase the army of rural unemployed, or will
migrate to cities in search of some other work and will be forced to
become urban daily wage laborers. The BJP had promised in its
2023 election manifesto that the honorarium currently being given
to mid-day meal workers will be increased by 50 percent, but even
after 10 months, no work has been done in this direction. Yes, they
are definitely being laid off. It is clear that the BJP government
does not have any agenda to protect the work and livelihood of
these workers.

The Madhyanh Bhojan Majdoor Ekta Union (CITU) patron Sameer
Qureshi said that a memorandum has been submitted to the Chief
Minister apprising him of these concerns of the union and along
with cancelling the rationalization process, a demand has been
made to regularize these workers and pay them minimum wages.
He said that CITU is trying to create a big movement by bringing
together the parents, teachers and villagers of the affected
schools.

In the previous Congress rule, an innovation was made in the
name of Swami Atmanand Schools with the aim of establishing
centers of excellence in every block of the state, which tried to
create an alternative to private schools. The general public was
attracted to these schools on a large scale. But the BJP has never
been in favour of these schools. Now, after the BJP has come to
power, these centers of excellence are bound to die a slow and
unannounced death. A crisis of adequate teachers has been
created in these schools, along with this, a lack of means to create
quality education is being created.

In the government schools of the state, children are being given
free education, but children from first to fifth standard are being
made to buy extra-curricular books printed by private publishers
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costing an average of Rs. 1000. The quality of these books is also
a matter of concern. Every government school using books of
different private publishers is an indication of the same kind of
corruption that is a part of private schools. In a state where the
monthly income of 95% of the families is less than Rs. 5000 and
the average purchasing power is Rs. 2446 for rural families and
Rs. 4483 for urban families, this unbearable burden on parents
and the students who are out of the field of education due to this
can be easily imagined. The report released last year by “ASER”
shows that 13.6% children up to the age of 15 in Chhattisgarh are
not going to school. The BJP governments never thought about
why these children are out of the scope of school education.

This report of “ASER” (Annual Status of Education Report) also
highlights the reading and writing ability of school children.
According to this report, only 52.7% children of class V studying in
government schools are able to read a text of class II level, only
22.8% children can do division and only 11.3% children can read
an English sentence. If this is the condition of the children of class
V, then one can imagine the condition of the children of lower
classes. This pathetic educational level of children is directly
related to the poor condition of school education.

Rationalization has another aspect and that is that the more
government schools are closed, the wider the doors of
privatization of education will be. According to a survey, in the last
10 years, in place of the schools closed, RSS-run schools like
Saraswati Shishu Mandir have sprung up, which are working with
the aim of saffronization of education. These schools are running
books outside the curriculum, which are prepared on a completely
unscientific approach and the concept of Hindutva and work to
make children communal citizens. According to the government
report itself, more than 2000 private schools have opened in the
last 10 years, on whose fee structure and curriculum the
government has no control.

Today, the new education policy and saffronisation of education
are closely related and the rationalisation campaign being run by
the BJP government is a part of the campaign of privatisation and
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saffronisation of education. As the experience of Madhya Pradesh
shows, where books written by 88 “self-styled” writers associated
with the RSS, including Dinanath Batra, which are completely
communal and casteist in their approach, have been included in
the school education curriculum and educational institutions have
been asked to buy them ; this threat of Batra is soon going to
knock at the doors of schools in Chhattisgarh as well. It has
already started from Ravi Shankar University, where the
convocation of superstitions has been started by starting courses
of Falit Jyotish and Vastu Jyotish.
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After strong opposition from teacher and labour organisations in
Chhattisgarh, the rationalisation drive by the BJP government has
been put on hold for the time being. But the real fight is against the
policy of privatisation and saffronisation being implemented in the
name of the new education policy, which wants to immerse the
educational world of the entire country in the darkness of
unscientific thinking and ignorance and wants to create such a
mind which takes pride in its ignorance. This policy is against the
Constitution’s directive to create a scientific education system and
to create a scientific-secular society. Therefore, the fight against
privatisation and saffronisation of education is actually a fight to
save the Constitution. Chhattisgarh, along with the entire country,
has to fight this battle.

Sanjay Parate is the Vice President of Chhattisgarh Kisan Sabha,
affiliate to AIKS.
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Home News Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu’s curriculum fares worse than NCERT,
says Governor Ravi

Advertisement

Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi

 

Governor RN Ravi’s comment came at a time when Tamil Nadu government is
caught in a fresh war of words with the BJP-led centre over funds

DTNEXT Bureau | 2 Sept 2024 8:26 AM

CHENNAI: Governor RN Ravi on Sunday said the quality of the state curriculum is much

worse compared to the one framed by the National Council of Education Research and


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Training (NCERT).

Delivering a keynote address at the centenary year celebration of KTCT-aided primary

school and KTCT girls’ higher secondary school in Chetpet, Ravi said, “The State

Board’s curriculum in Tamil Nadu is much worse compared to the NCERT.”

I visited various higher education institutions and interacted with many students in

Tamil Nadu. They have less knowledge about emerging technologies such as artificial

intelligence and robotics. I came to know that their intellectual ability was also low.”

Lauding the contribution of women, Ravi said women should play an important role in

the development of Bharat. “For the first time in a thousand years, a miracle has taken

place in history, leading to the birth of a new India. Our dreams are budding,” he said.

He asked school students to get introduced to modern entrepreneurship.

“The next 25 years are very important for the development of Bharat. There is great

energy, great personality, great passion in the country. In 2047, when the centenary of

Independence Day is celebrated, India will become a superpower. The contribution of

women’s power is essential for that, “ he noted.

Governor RN Ravi Tamil Nadu State Curriculum NCERT Comparison Artificial Intelligence In Education

Robotics

Advertisement

Powered By
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India FoundationArticles and CommentariesMeasuring Education Performance in India and Suggestions for
Improvement

A RT I C L E S  A N D  C O M M E N TA R I E S | September 2, 2024

Measuring Education Performance in India and
Suggestions for Improvement

Written By: Aaditya Tiwari

The challenges of the Indian Education system are varied. On
the one hand, there is a need for quality teachers, improved
infrastructure, appropriate curriculum, and efficient
governance structures. Conversely, an assortment of actors
is also supposed to make sense of this mesh. Mudaliar
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Commission  was established in 1952 regarding secondary
education and suggested diversifying the school curriculum,
making vocational education part of the course. Kothari
Commission , or the National Education Commission in 1966,
was the first policy initiative by the Government of India to
streamline school education in the country. An important
recommendation was to standardise the education system
into the 10+2+3 format in India. Education became part of the
concurrent list from the state list under the Forty Second
Amendment Act, 1976, brought in during the emergency .
National Policy of Education (NPE) was brought under the
Rajiv Gandhi Administration in 1986 (later modified in 1992).
It launched ‘Operation Blackboard’ to improve the primary
education status across the country.Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
under the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government made
universalising primary education a mission, and the Right to
Education was made into a fundamental right. National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020  is the latest policy intervention
brought by the Narendra Modi government after a gap of
almost three decades. The Union Cabinet adopted the
National Education Policy 2020 on July 29, 2021. The focus of
NEP 2020 is different from previous policies in that it puts a
lot of weight on the quality of education.

The vision of the policy aspires to ‘provide high-quality
education to all and thereby make India a global knowledge
superpower’ . Some of the commitments in the policy
include:

 

1. Changing the school structure from the current 10+2 to
5+3+3+4 model to make learning more holistic.

1

2

3
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(Source: NEP 2020)

 

2. Focus on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE).
3. Achieve the goal of universal foundational literacy and

numeracy in primary schools by 2025.
4. Expose at least half the school and higher education

students to vocational training by 2025.
5. Adopt innovative mechanisms to group or rationalise

schools by 2025.
6. Ensure all students are school-ready when they enter

school in first grade by 2030.
7. Prioritise bringing out-of-school children back into the

educational fold. Aim to stop further drop out from
schools and achieve 100% enrolment from preschool to
grade 12 by 2030.

8. Making teacher education multidisciplinary by 2030.
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These commitments are ambitious and an uphill task given
the current state of schools in India . 1.5 million schools,
265.2 million children, and 9.5 million teachers  are at stake,
and the economic cost of failing this demographic will be
enormous.

Peter Drucker is attributed to the quote, ‘What can’t be
measured, can’t be improved.’ India doesn’t have the
challenge of measurement per se, but it is ineffective at using
the data collected for improvement. Some multiple datasets
and indexes fail to guide policymakers in making informed
choices—for instance, the challenge of zero-enrolment
schools. Several state governments like West Bengal  and
Arunachal Pradesh  have shut down zero-enrolment schools,
which were opened to comply with the Right to Education
policy but hadn’t seen any admission for a long time. It is also
important to define objectives towards which performance is
being measured. Currently, whatever measure happens is
used to rank states and districts, and the expectation is that
a sense of competition will motivate lagging regions to
perform better. Ideally, this exercise should be able to define
factors causing a particular set of schools to outperform
other schools in the same area.

This essay examines methods currently used to generate data
and measure performance in India and explores the feasibility
of employing sixteen equity indicators12 prepared by the
National Academy of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine in
the United States.

Existing performance measuring mechanisms:

Unified District Information System For Education Plus
(UDISE+)

The District Information System for Education (DISE) was
piloted in 1995 to measure and monitor the implementation of
the government scheme for primary grades. A similar
management system, SEMIS, was launched for grades 9-12 in
2008-09. A ‘Unified District Information System for
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Education’ (UDISE) was prepared by integrating DISE and
SEMIS in 2012-13. An updated version of UDISE called UDISE+
was introduced in 2018-19 with improved mapping, capture
and verification of data.

UDISE+ isn’t an index but an elaborate collection of data on
school management, student enrolment in different
categories, the number of teachers, etc. It also measures
data on various infrastructure developments, such as toilets
for girls and boys, libraries, computer labs, the Internet, etc.
UDISE+ then presents specific findings that are basic
representations of cumulative data without analysis.

National Achievement Survey (NAS)

NAS is a national-level survey that identifies learning level
outcomes for students in classes three, five, eight, and ten.
The purpose of the survey is to identify continuous learning
and skill gaps. The first NAS survey was conducted in 2017;
the latest was in 2021. It measured students in classes three
and five on language, math, and environmental science; class
eight kids on language, math, science, and social science;
and class ten students on language, math, science, social
science, and English.

Performance Grading Index (PGI)

Introduced in 2017-18, PGI was developed to provide insights
into the status of school education across India. PGI collects
data from the Department of School Education and Literacy,
MoE and the following sources:

1. Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE+)

2. National Achievement Survey (NAS) of NCERT
3. Mid-Day Meal website (MDM portal)
4. Public Financial Management System (PFMS)
5. Shagun PortalEL (This portal was launched in 2019 to

integrate .23 million education websites across India.)
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Methodology

PGI measures seventy indicators under two main categories:
outcomes and governance & management. Under the
outcomes category, there are four domains:

1. Learning Outcomes And Quality (measures nine
indicators obtained from Shagun and NAS)

2. Access (measures eight indicators obtained from UDISE+
and Shagun)

3. Infrastructure & Facilities (measures 11 indicators
obtained from UDISE+, Shagun and MDM portal)

4. Equity (measures 16 indicators obtained from NAS,
UDISE+ and Shagun)

The governance and Management category measures one
domain: governance processes (it measures 26 indicators
obtained from UDISE+ and Shagun).

(Source: PGI 2020-21 Report)

 

School Education Quality Index (SEQI)

NITI Aayog developed the School Education Quality Index
(SEQI) to evaluate the performance of schools in states and
UTs. The index focuses on outcomes, strengths, and
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weaknesses and helps with policy interventions. The first
report was launched in 2019.

SEQI measures two categories under outcomes and
governance processes. Outcomes are further divided into
four domains.

Category 1: Outcomes

Domain 1: Learning Outcomes
Domain 2: Access Outcomes
Domain 3: Infrastructure & Facilities for Outcomes
Domain 4: Equity Outcomes

Category 2: Governance Processes Aiding Outcomes

(Source: School Education Quality Index, 2019)

 

Challenges with current measurements:

1. The Performance Grading Index is a very elaborate
exercise, given its reliance on 70 varied indicators that
source information from multiple portals. The data used
by PGI is challenging to access, and the platform for
interacting with the index isn’t very user-friendly.
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2. The National Achievement Survey interface is interactive
but has too many data points in one window. Also, the
averages are compared among districts and states; there
can be a more efficient way to compare data instead of
averages, which hides information on inequality.

3. The National Achievement Survey isn’t an annual feature.
The first survey was in 2017, and the second was in 2021.
To see year-on-year growth, this survey has to be a
yearly feature. No other national survey happens at such
a scale.

4. The National Achievement Survey should be used to
identify skill gaps in language, math, and science, which
will help policymakers plan and allocate resources more
efficiently.

5. The equity indicators under the PGI and NAS measure the
difference in math and language performance between
scheduled caste and general category students, rural and
urban students & minorities and general category
students. Some indicators measure infrastructure
facilities for children with special needs and boy and girl
toilets. However, more than these data points are needed
to understand or measure performance and learning
outcomes gap

6. UDISE+ data is elaborate regarding physical and social
infrastructure, but the interface needs to become more
user-friendly, allowing comparisons across years. It also
needs to depict the growth trajectory of the factors it
measures.

7. Data on Midday Meals isn’t centrally available. Different
states provide this information differently without a
uniform format.

8. Shagun Portal needs to be reworked entirely as the
interface could be better.
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9. The School Education Quality Index hasn’t been published
since 2019. Data management methods need to be
overhauled and made more scientific. In 2016, a group of
scientists and organisations published an article in
Scientific Data that presented guiding principles on
scientific data management. These are called the FAIR
principle, which means data should be Findable,
Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable .

Building Equity Indicators for India

The National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine, US, set up a committee which came out with a
report in 2019 titled ‘Monitoring Educational Equity’ .  The
report identifies 16 key indicators that may affect students’
education, such as ‘differences in the conditions and
structures in the education system’. These indicators have
been chosen to highlight gaps and their potential causes and
look for interventions to fill them. The report proposes to
measure inequities under two categories:

1. ‘Disparities in Outcomes’: to assess disparity in
academic performance

2. ‘Equitable Access to Resource and Opportunities’

The attributes of such indicators, as per the report, are:

1. Able to measure academic outcomes over time.
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2. Bring out disparity among subgroups within populations.
3. Indicators should be helpful across different geographies

and at different times.
4. Grade level appropriateness.
5. Factor in a context that impacts education.
6. Frequently produce an easy-to-understand summary of

statistics.
7. Use scientifically sound methods.
8. Include continuous inputs from relevant research or other

developments.

Disparities in Outcomes

Domain A: Kindergarten Readiness

Various studies in neuroscience suggest that around 85% of a
child’s brain development happens by the age of 6 . The
early years of education are critical in a child’s overall
development. Proper interventions at this stage can help
bridge gaps among children from disadvantaged
backgrounds. The report suggests measuring disparity in two
skills under this domain.

1. Indicator 1: Disparity in Reading and Numeracy skills
2. Indicator 2: Disparity in Self-regulation and Attention

skills

Reading and numeracy skills can be measured using the
National Achievement Survey. While the National Curriculum
Framework, 2005  focuses on skills like discipline, attention,
etc., they must be incorporated into early childhood
educators’ training.

Domain B: K–12 Learning and Engagement

Attendance and performance in school tests are directly and
positively relevant to learning and attainment. Measuring
group differences can help narrow down the gaps.

3. Indicator 3: Disparity in attendance
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4. Indicator 4: Disparity in overall performance and being on
track to finishing schools

5. Indicator 5: Disparity in reading, math and science
scores.

Shagun portal provides attendance data and indicators the
National Achievement Survey can cover 4 & 5.

Domain C: Educational Attainment

Education is a means to better opportunities and an
improved lifestyle. Ideally, education in schools should be
able to prepare students for college and financial
opportunities.

6. Indicator 6: Disparity in graduating on time
7. Indicator 7: Disparity in readiness for after-school

opportunities like college, employment opportunities, or
armed forces.

Annual board results will be used to identify gaps in on-time
graduation. Currently, there is no mechanism to capture
post-secondary education avenues for children.

Equitable Access to Resources and Opportunities

Domain D: Extent of Racial, Ethnic, and Economic
Segregation

A child’s exposure depends on the peers they study along and
grow with. Schools in low-income areas or with most
students from low-income or disadvantaged groups tend to
perform poorly, leading to poor opportunities later.

8. Indicator 8: Disparity in the concentration of poverty or
the presence of diverse groups of students in the school.

The UDISE + surveys can capture this data. Section 12 1(c) of
the Right to Education  promises admission to up to twenty-
five percent of the maximum capacity of seats in class 1 to
economically weaker and disadvantaged children. It provides
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them with free and compulsory education until school
completion. Effective implementation of this section will
increase the diversity within schools.

Domain E: Equitable Access to High-Quality Early Learning
Programs

Pre-elementary schools play a vital role in kindergarten
readiness and the child’s overall development. Geography,
economic conditions, and family background influence
access to pre-elementary education. Access to high-quality
early learning programs can lead a child to different life
paths.

9. Indicator 9: Disparities in access to and participation in
high-quality pre-elementary programs.

The National Education Policy has focused on early childhood
education and care (ECCE). It suggests delivering high-
quality pre-elementary education by building well-
ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly, and well-
constructed infrastructure. Also, ECCE centres should be co-
located with Anganwadi (rural childhood care centre) or
existing primary schools wherever possible. This can be
incorporated and measured through the UDISE+.

Domain F: Equitable Access to High-Quality Curricula and
Instruction

Access to a rigorous curriculum and quality teachers play a
critical role in a child’s learning process. Exposure to a
diverse curriculum, including science, geography, economics,
technology, laboratories, languages, art, and history, makes
students well-rounded. A single teacher can inspire an entire
classroom, but there needs to be conclusive evidence on
what teacher traits contribute to student achievement and
outcomes. Experienced and more qualified teachers should
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be distributed equitably rather than in a concentrated
manner.

10. Indicator 10: Disparities in access to experienced and
qualified teachers in diverse subjects.

11. Indicator 11: Disparities in access to and enrolment in
rigorous coursework like programs and international
baccalaureate.

12. Indicator 12: Disparities in curricular breadth with
absence in availability of subjects like economics,
geography, etc.

13. Indicator 13: Disparities in access to high-quality
academic support like tutoring.

Indicators 10, 12, and 13 can be easily measured using the
UDISE+ and database. For Indicator 11, state governments or
CBSE can take the initiative to adapt to rigorous curricula
phase by phase.

Domain G: Equitable Access to Supportive School and
Classroom Environments

Physical and emotionally safe environments address a child’s
socio-emotional and academic requirements. While there is a
focus on building safer infrastructure, more emphasis has to
be placed on supportive environments by providing access to
counselling staff, social services, etc.

14. Indicator 14: Disparities in school climate regarding
perception of safety, support, trust, etc.

15. Indicator 15: Disparities in non-exclusionary discipline
practices like suspensions and expulsions

16. Indicator 16: Disparities in non-academic support for
student success

Indicator 14 can be measured by adding it to the National
Achievement Survey. It can also be measured by involving
school management committees. Indicator 16 can be
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measured through the UDISE+. However, the available data
sources have no mechanism to measure indicator 15.

Conclusion

National Education Policy 2020 talks of Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) like the scheduled castes,
tribes, minorities, children with special needs and women as
underrepresented, cutting across all inequities. It mentions
the disparity due to lack of access, quality of good schools,
teachers and poor infrastructure. As the Indian economy
grows, these disparities have to be reduced. The current
education system will provide the bedrock that India requires
for the skilled workforce; if attention is not paid to building an
equitable landscape, India might face unintended
consequences. Hence, it must improve performance
measurement in school education and build indicators
enabling policymakers to make informed decisions.

Author Brief Bio: Aaditya Tiwari is a governance and
sustainable development professional who graduated from
SIPA, ColumbiaUniversity. He has a decade of experience in
India’s development sector, including roles at think
tanks,political administration, and the UN.
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NCERT working as RSS arm, assaulting
Constitution, says Jairam Ramesh

 •  • 2 min read
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Story by mid-day online correspondent 2mo

O n Monday, Congress leader Jairam Ramesh alleged that the

institution has been functioning as an RSS affiliate since 2014

and is mounting an assault on the Constitution.

Amid the row over revision of NCERT textbooks, in a post on X,

Jairam Ramesh said the National Testing Agency has blamed the

NCERT for the `grace marks` fiasco in NEET 2024.

NCERT working as RSS arm, assaulting Constitution, says Jairam Ramesh
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Jairam Ramesh alleged that is only drawing attention away from the

NTA`s own abject failures.

"However it is true that the NCERT is no longer a professional

institution. It has been functioning as an RSS affiliate since 2014. It

has just been revealed that its revised Class XI political science

textbook criticises the idea of secularism as well as what it considers

policies of political parties in this regard. NCERT`s objective is to

produce textbooks, not political pamphlets and propaganda," the

Congress leader said.

"NCERT is mounting an assault on our country`s Constitution in

whose Preamble secularism features explicitly as a foundational pillar

of the Indian republic. Various Supreme Court judgments have clearly

held secularism to be an essential part of the basic structure of the

Constitution," Jairam Ramesh said.

Ramesh said the NCERT needs to remind itself that it is the National

Council for Educational Research and Training, "not the Nagpur or

Narendra Council for Educational Research and Training."

"All of its textbooks are now of dubious quality vastly different from

those that shaped me in school," the Congress general secretary

alleged.

TMC leader Saket Gokhale also hit out at the NCERT, saying,

"Shameless NDA 1.0 Government" is hiding "inconvenient facts" from

students, reported PTI.

"By this logic, why teach kids about other `violent depressing things`

like the World War?" he said.

"Are BJP and Modi ashamed of their history as criminals and rioters?

Why hide the truth from students?" Gokhale asked, reported PTI.

Rejecting accusations of saffronisation of school curriculum, the

NCERT director has said that references to Gujarat riots and Babri

masjid demolition were modified in school textbooks because

teaching about riots "can create violent and depressed citizens,"

reported PTI.

In an interaction with PTI editors, National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) director Dinesh Prasad Saklani said

the tweaks in textbooks are part of annual revision and should not be

a subject of hue and cry.
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Saklani said, "Why should we teach about riots in school textbooks?

We want to create positive citizens not violent and depressed

individuals."

He added, "Should we teach our students in a manner that they

become offensive, create hatred in society or become victim of

hatred? Is that education`s purpose? Should we teach about riots to

such young children. When they grow up, they can learn about it but

why school textbooks. Let them understand what happened and why

it happened when they grow up. The hue and cry about the changes

is irrelevant," reported PTI.

(With inputs from PTI)
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NCERT: Inculcating Indic Values
To make Bharat a source of universal knowledge, our educational textbooks need to be overhauled. We need
to inculcate Indic values that are eternal and universal. Bharatiyata needs to reflect in new textbooks
prepared by NCERT. Thankfully, NEP, which replaces outdated model prepared by Commie historians and
patronised by Congress regime, emphasises value based education
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National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has now started releasing the much awaited
textbooks. According to the new National Education Policy, NCERT had published the foundation stage syllabus
last year. Under this, a teacher’s aid for the Balawadi level (ages three to six) and a learning material for
children to learn by doing “Jadu Ki Pitara” were launched. Its feasibility has been tested through selected
central schools and started regularly from this year. Then Mathematics and language books for classes one and
two were released. Thus, this new academic year started with the foundation stage textbooks, teaching aids
and study materials for the first five years of schooling. Books for the world around us, Mathematics, Art,
Physical Education, along with three languages, have come for Class three.

Approach, content and structure are all important when textbooks are brought to the third stage where
subject-based learning begins. Moreover, these books are also hints of the textbooks to come in the higher
stages. National Curriculum Framework (NCF) has put forward the main changes to be made through the new
textbook, which is the emphasis on Indianness, the learning method that gives children experiential
knowledge, scientific perspective and rational thinking as eternal life values, and the possibilities of
inculcating them at the practical level. A glance at the textbooks does 100 per cent justice to NCF. Books are so
loving and caring for children. This was also the most important demand of those who wanted a modern
Bharatiya model to replace the outdated and flawed existing system. Against this backdrop, textbooks are at
once exciting and comforting.

Studying History Scientifically

We can also see the way the study of History is approached in a very scientific and comprehensive manner in
the arrangement of the lessons. The History lessons grow in a rational way like the chapters named as
timeline and source of History, (what is History, History Studies, where Human History is) and then to our
history through the topics India that is Bharatiya. We need to study everything right from the beginning of
Indian Civilisation, India’s cultural roots, unity in diversity or many in one, family and community. In this
way, the approach of the textbook is to mark History in its entirety and mark India’s place in it. Special
attention has been given to inculcate motivation and self-esteem in students by introducing Bharatiya
thought at the beginning of every lesson. The makers of the book have noticed that India’s cultural heritage is
something that needs to be experienced beyond bookish knowledge while arranging each lesson. Democracy,
debating culture, truth-seeking and experiential learning are embedded here as learning methods. Almost all
the lessons are presented in a way that inculcates curiosity and practical wisdom (hands on experience) in the
children. These textbooks have risen to a greater standard in formulating the core of the National Education
Policy envisioned to create a modern ‘Knowledge driven economic society’ by integrating Bharat’s
achievements in various spheres of life, our life values and knowledge tradition.

We know that the social science textbook in the initial stages deals with History, Geography, Political Science
and Economics in an integrated way. Here, too, the content is embedded in the same manner. But all the
lessons mainly go through five basic thoughts. One is geoscientific and the second is historical. Third, each
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part goes through investigations into cultural heritage and its characteristics, the values that drive it forward
as a society, how those values were articulated and what their relevance is today. Through it, the new
generation not only gets knowledge about the cultural heritage of Bharat but also gets an opportunity to
appreciate it. It will surely create self-esteem in them. At every level, the child is given an opportunity to
realise his role as an individual, to understand his duties and responsibilities with a sense of rights, and duties
to understand the democratic system as a good citizen. The textbook has taken special care to create the
conviction to put this civic sense into practice at an early age. The textbook deals with the field of economics
through the Bharatiya perspective of achieving total well-being through the mutually beneficial support of
natural and human resources. It permeates through history, geography and the challenges and opportunities
of the modern age. It also creates a vision of how the global citizens of the modern age should approach it.

Grasping Our Rich Heritage

An attempt has also been made to infuse the exhortations of the great personalities and quotations from the
ancient texts in a manner which is not superfluous or obnoxious, in order to give the necessary philosophical
support to all these cases. The child also recognises that while the essence of India’s culture is on the oneness
of all (Ekam Sat Vipra Bahuta Vadanti), it is expressed through different levels. It is also discussed that India’s
intellectual heritage has been expressed in different forms such as art, literature, science, medicine, yoga,
religion, governance, martial arts, architecture, sculpture, crafts, and paintings. Outside of this expression, the
diverse philosophies of India, Samkhya Nyaya Yoga, Dvaita Advaita thought are presented in an engaging and
intriguing manner. Through these textbooks, we can see the insight of how India has progressed through the
integration of various religious practices like Shaiva, Vaishnava, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, Sufi systems that emerged
in India, and the seeding of the sense of mission (integrating different religious and ideological thoughts in the
world) to be performed by India that is Bharat and we Bharatiya in the construction of the coming world
order.

Topics:  National Education Policy National Council of Educational Research and Training Mathematics and language

History Scientifically India's cultural heritage
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Ministry of Education

President of India to confer National Teachers’ Award 2024
to 82 selected teachers on 5th September 2024

Posted On: 04 SEP 2024 7:33PM by PIB Delhi

Hon’ble President of India Smt Droupadi Murmu shall confer the National Teachers’ Award 2024 to 82 selected Awardees on
5th September 2024 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Every year, India celebrates 5th September, the birth anniversary of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, as National Teachers’ Day. The purpose of the National Teachers’ Award is to celebrate the unique
contribution of teachers in the country and to honour those teachers who, through their commitment and dedication, have not
only improved the quality of education but also enriched the lives of their students. Each award carries a certificate of merit,
a cash award of Rs. 50,000 and a silver medal. The awardees would also get an opportunity to interact with the Hon’ble
Prime Minister.

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, has selected 50 teachers for this year’s National
Teachers' Awards. They have been selected through a rigorous transparent and online three stages, i.e., District, State and
National level selection process by the Department of School Education and Literacy. The 50 selected teachers are from 28
States, 3 UTs and 6 Organizations. Out of 50 selected teachers, 34 are males, 16 are female, 2 are differently abled and 1
working with CWSN. In addition, 16 teachers from the Department of Higher Education and 16 teachers from the Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship will also be awarded.

NEP 2020 recognizes that motivated, energized and capable faculty is critical for the advancement of the students, institution
and profession. It also envisages incentives such as rewards and recognition to cultivate a culture of excellence in the
education ecosystem. As such, in the year 2023, it was decided to institute two categories of awards for HEIs and
Polytechnics under the umbrella of NAT, hitherto restricted to School teachers only. The 16 select teachers are from
Polytechnics, State Universities and Central Higher Education Institutions.

Below is the list of Awardees from the Dept. of School Education & Literacy:

Sl.
No.

Name of the Awardee Designation School Name & Address State / UT of Org

1 AVINASHA SHARMA LECTURER GMSSSS NIT 3 FARIDABAD HARYANA

2 SUNIL KUMAR LECTURER GSSS KHARGAT HIMACHAL
PRADESH

3 PANKAJ KUMAR GOYAL TEACHER GSSS GIRLS BARNALA PUNJAB

4 RAJINDER SINGH TEACHER GOVERNMENT PRIMARY
SCHOOL, KOTHE INDER
SINGH WALE

PUNJAB

50
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5 BALJINDER SINGH
BRAR

VICE PRINCIPAL GOVERNMENT SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL 4JJ

RAJASTHAN

6 HUKAM CHAND
CHAUDHARY

TEACHER GOVERNMENT SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL BSF
BIKANER

RAJASTHAN

7 KUSUM LATA GARIYA ACTING HEAD
TEACHER

GOVERNMENT UPPER
PRIMARY SCHOOL VEENA

UTTARAKHAND

8 CHANDRALEKHA
DAMODAR MESTRI

TEACHER SATYAWATI SOIRU ANGLE
HIGHER SECONDARY
SCHOOL, MASHEM LOLIEM

GOA

9 CHANDRESHKUMAR
BHOLASHANKAR
BORISAGAR

ACTING HEAD
TEACHER

NAVI BADHADA
(BADHADAPARA) PRIMARY
SCHOOL, BADHADA

GUJARAT

10 VINAY SHASHIKANT
PATEL

PRINCIPAL R.F.PATEL HIGH SCHOOL,
VADADLA

GUJARAT

11 MADHAV PRASAD
PATEL

TEACHER GOVT MIDDLE SCHOOL
LIDHORA

MADHYA PRADESH

12 SUNITA GODHA TEACHER GOVT. HIGH SCHOOL,
KHAJURIA SARANG

MADHYA PRADESH

13 K SHARDA TEACHER GOVT UPPER PRIMARY
SCHOOL KHEDAMARA

CHHATTISGARH

14 NARASIMHA MURTHY H
K

TEACHER DAFFODILS ENGLISH
SCHOOL, SANJAYNAGAR-19

KARNATAKA

15 DWITI CHANDRA SAHU TEACHER GOVT HIGH SCHOOL
BILLESU

ODISHA

16 SANTOSH KUMAR KAR TEACHER JAYA DURGA HIGH SCHOOL,
NARLA ROAD

ODISHA

17 ASHIS KUMAR ROY TEACHER SRI NARA SINGHA
VIDYAPITH, ATHARAKHAI

WEST BENGAL

18 PRASANTA KUMAR
MARIK

HEAD TEACHER SHALBAGAN G S F P
SCHOOL, 1 NO. GURDAHA

WEST BENGAL
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19 DR URFANA AMIN MASTER BHSS SOURA JAMMU AND
KASHMIR

20 RAVI KANT DWIVEDI HEAD TEACHER PRIMARY SCHOOL
BHAGESAR

UTTAR PRADESH

21 SHYAM PRAKASH
MAURYA

TEACHER UPPER PRIMARY SCHOOL
MALHUPUR

UTTAR PRADESH

22 DR. MINAKSHI KUMARI TEACHER SHIV GANGA GIRLS PLUS 2
HIGH SCHOOL MADHUBANI

BIHAR

23 SIKENDRA KUMAR
SUMAN

ACTING HEAD
TEACHER

NEW PRIMARY SCHOOL
TARAHANI

BIHAR

24 K SUMA TEACHER GMS DUGNABAD A AND N ISLANDS

25 SUNITA GUPTA LECTURER JAWAHAR
NAVODAYVIDYALAYA,
DHAMANGAWN

MADHYA PRADESH

26 CHARU SHARMA PRINCIPAL DR RAJENDRA PRASAD
KENDRIYA VIDYALAYA, NEW
DELHI

DELHI

27 ASHOK SENGUPTA TEACHER PM SHRI KENDRIYA
VIDYALAYA NO 1 JALAHALLI
WEST,
KAMAGONDANNAHALLI

KARNATAKA

28 H N GIRISH LECTURER GOVERNMENT PU COLLEGE
FOR GIRLS NN0045 HUNSUR
MYSURU 571105

KARNATAKA

29 NARAYANASWAMY R HEAD TEACHER GOVERNMENT HIGH SCHOOL
BASHETTIHALLI

KARNATAKA

30 JYOTI PANKA TEACHER PM SHRI GOVERNMENT
HIGHER SECONDARY
SCHOOL LONGDING

ARUNACHAL
PRADESH

31 LEPHIZO APON TEACHER GHSS DIMAPUR, UNITED
COLONY WARD-20

NAGALAND
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32 NANDITA CHONGTHAM TEACHER SAGOLBAND RISHIKUL
UPPER PRIMARY SCHOOL,
SAGOLBAND

MANIPUR

33 YANKILA LAMA TEACHER MODERN SENIOR
SECONDARY SCHOOL,
ARITHANG

SIKKIM

34 JOSEPH
VANLALHRUAIA SAILO

LECTURER SYNOD HIGHER SECONDARY
SCHOOL, TUITHIANG VENG
AIZAWL

MIZORAM

35 EVERLASTING
PYNGROPE

PRINCIPAL MYNGKEN CHRISTIAN
HIGHER SECONDARY
SCHOOL, BHOIRYMBONG

MEGHALAYA

36 DR. NANI GOPAL
DEBNATH

TEACHER NETAJI SUBHAS
VIDYANIKETAN, NETAJI
CHOUMUHANI

TRIPURA

37 DIPEN KHANIKAR TEACHER CHI CHIA BOKULONI GIRLS
HIGH SCHOOL, NO3

ASSAM

38 DR. ASHA RANI POST
GRADUATE
TEACHER

PLUS 2 HIGH SCHOOL
CHANDANKIYARI BOKARO

JHARKHAND

39 JINU GEORGE TEACHER S.D.V.B.H.S.S, ALAPPUZHA KERALA

40 K SIVAPRASAD TEACHER VPAUPS KUNDURKUNNU,
THACHANATTUKARA

KERALA

41 MIDDE SRINIVASA RAO TEACHER S.P.S.MUNICIPAL HIGH
SCHOOL PLUS, GUDIVADA

ANDHRA PRADESH

42 SURESH KUNATI TEACHER ZP HIGH SCHOOL URANDUR ANDHRA PRADESH

43 PRABHAKAR REDDY
PESARA

TEACHER ZPSS THIRUMALAYAPALEM TELANGANA

44 THADURI SAMPATH
KUMAR

TEACHER ZPHS DAMMANNAPET TELANGANA

45 PALLAVI SHARMA PRINCIPAL MAMTA MODERN SR. SEC.
SCHOOL, VIKASPURI

DELHI
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46 CHARU MAINI PRINCIPAL DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL
SECTOR 48-49, GURUGRAM

HARYANA

47 GOPINATH R TEACHER PANCHAYAT UNION MIDDLE
SCHOOL - RAJAKUPPAM

TAMIL NADU

48 MURALIDHARAN
RAMIYA SETHURAMAN

VOCATIONAL
TEACHER

TVS HIGHER SECONDARY
SCHOOL, MADURAI

TAMIL NADU

49 MANTAIAH CHINNI
BEDKE

TEACHER Z.P.UPEER PRIMZRY DIGITAL
SCHOOL JAJAVANDI

MAHARASHTRA

50 SAGAR CHITTARANJAN
BAGADE

TEACHER SOU S. M. LOHIA
HIGHSCHOOL AND JUNIOR
COLLEGE KOLHAPUR

MAHARASHTRA

 

Below is the list of Awardees from the Dept. of Higher education:

Sl.
No.

Name of the Awardee Designation Name & Address of the Institute State / UT of Org

1 Prof. Anitha Suseelan Head School of Architecture at Christ University,
Bangalore

Karnataka

2 Prof. Birinchi Kumar Sarma Professor Institute of Agricultural Sciences, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi

Uttar Pradesh

3 Dr. C. Jaya Sankar Babu Associate Professor Department of Hindi, Puducherry
University

Puducherry

4 Dr. A. Gandhimathi Lecturer Department of English, Polytechnic
College, Salem

Tamil Nadu

5 Prof. Kapil Ahuja Professor Department of Computer Science and
Engineering, IIT Indore

Madhya Pradesh

6 Prof. S.R. Keshava Professor Department of Economics, Bangalore
University

Karnataka

7 Dr. Nandavaram Mrudula Babu Associate Professor &
Head

Department of Telugu, Govt. Degree
College for Women, Hyderabad

Telangana

8 Prof. Nidhi Jain Professor Department of Chemistry, Indian Institute
of Technology Delhi

New Delhi

9 Prof. Nilabh Tiwari Head Department of Education, Central Sanskrit
University

New Delhi

10 Prof. Parmar Ranjitkumar
Khimjibhai

Head Department of Electrical Engineering,
Government Polytechnic, Junagadh

Gujarat
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Monday, 09 September 2024

Maths book absent from class: Blame on
NCERT for delay in release of hard copies

Prince Ganjendra Babu, the general secretary of the State Platform for Common School System-Tamil Nadu, who is spearheading a
movement for school education reforms, said textbooks in hardcopy were essential for a child’s learning

Basant Kumar Mohanty  New Delhi  Published 04.09.24, 05:51 AM
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The new mathematics textbook introduced by the NCERT for Class VI is

unavailable at bookstores in several states, badly affecting the studies of children

already four months into the academic session.

The empanelled vendors of the National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) and private bookstores in several states have yet to get the

English version of the mathematics textbook — Ganita Prakash. Some vendors

said they are yet to get the English versions of science and social sciences books.

This year, the NCERT introduced new books in Classes III and VI. Its books are

followed by nearly 30,000 schools affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE). It has published language books and English versions of

textbooks of social sciences and mathematics for Class VI. In contrast, the science

book has been published in English and Hindi. None of these books has been

published in Urdu. For Class III, the mathematics book has been published in

three languages while the book, Our Wondrous World, has been published in

English and Hindi.

As of now, students of Class VI are managing with the old mathematics textbook

but for the upcoming half-yearly examinations, questions may be set from the

new book too.

Popular Book Store, an empanelled NCERT vendor in Rajasthan’s Udaipur, on

Monday said all books for Class III were available and for Class VI, only Hindi,

English and Sanskrit textbooks were available. “The other books will be available

in a week,” a salesperson said.
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The situation at Cuttack in Odisha is slightly better. Jyoti Book Depot, an

empanelled NCERT vendor, and Book Land, a private store, said all books for Class

III and those of Class VI except mathematics were available.

The NCERT released the mathematics book for Class VI in the third week of

August, four months after classes for the current academic session started,

though other books were released by July. Sources said the members of a

committee who were supposed to write the book had delayed the draft

submission.

In Delhi, too, the new mathematics book is unavailable at several stores. Though

the NCERT has uploaded the book on its website, schools, children and parents

find hard copies convenient. “I visited several stores and did not find the

mathematics book. One store suggested I visit the NCERT campus. I visited the

NCERT’s sales counter and got the book,” said a parent.

Prince Ganjendra Babu, the general secretary of the State Platform for Common

School System-Tamil Nadu, who is spearheading a movement for school

education reforms, said textbooks in hardcopy were essential for a child’s

learning.

“In India, textbooks are considered the most important thing for learning. Access

to online content is an issue and many find it inconvenient. The NCERT should

have released the books before April. But it delayed the publishing of books by

four months. This has badly affected the learning of children,” Babu said.

He said the NCERT’s delay has benefited private publishers to sell their books.

“We see books of many private publishers for different classes. Because of the

delay, schools ask children to buy private publishers’ books. We suspect the

NCERT delayed its books to help the private publishers,” Babu said.
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Reviving the legacy of quality in teacher education
Thursday, 05 September 2024 | J S Rajput

This year’s Teacher’s Day celebrations carry a special resonance as they align with the enduring concerns of Dr S Radhakrishnan, who passionately
advocated for quality in education

Teacher’s Day celebrations this year are indeed special in the context of quality, which was the major concern expressed on several occasions by Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan, whose contributions are recalled with gratitude on this day every year.   Necessary academic and professional preparations have been
made and the Integrated Teacher Education Programme – ITEP – has already been launched in 64 institutions.  This initiative is based on the
recommendations of the National Education Policy -NEP-2020 – that after 2030 all of the pre-service teacher preparation programmes would be only of
four-year duration and all others shall be scrapped. It would be prudent to recall an earlier experiment in quality teacher preparation which was initiated in
1965 by the then-newly established organization, the National Council of Educational Research and Training - NCERT – in its four Regional Colleges (now
Institutes) of Education, located in Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, and Mysore. 

It was acknowledged at the level of experts and accepted by national decision-makers that the one-year teacher preparation programmes were inadequate
in preparing quality teachers and must be replaced by the four-year integrated programmes after senior secondary.  The products of these four-year
integrated courses established a distinct reputation for themselves in the education sector, and also in other professions as well. which they preferred to
join. It is indeed heartening to note that the NEP-2020 made the recommendation on ITEP based upon the solid evidence offered by the NCERT institutions.

One is convinced that the growth, development and progress of any nation would be a direct consequence of the quality of education it achieves.
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This quality is invariably a product of the level of excellence achieved by the Teacher Education Institutes -TEIs – of the nation.  It is the work culture of the
TEIs that mandates – without ever saying so formally – the work culture of the schools. The level of competence, commitment and performance witnessed
in the TEIs by the student-teachers flows directly to schools and creates practically a comparable environment for school children.  It is possible to achieve
comprehensive personality evolution over four years and this is well-established in India, courtesy of the NCERT. 

One must hasten to add that the proposed ITEP version of the earlier four-year programmes of the NCERT must be handled with great caution and care. 
Any inadequacy of academic, professional physical and financial resources could inflict irreversible damage to the great initiative. The future of the planet
Earth and humanity depends on how education deals with man-nature mutuality. India decided in 2020 that ‘The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian
knowledge and thought’   would be a guiding light for the NEP-2020.

It has, thus, accepted that education in India must be ‘rooted in a culture committed to new knowledge.’ In every alert and active culture, the tradition of
knowledge quest has to remain dynamic in word and deed. It is because of this inherent strength, that Indian culture and its tradition of knowledge quest
with its unique objectives and vision are now receiving global attention in the world. Yes, the knowledgeable and concerned persons of the world must
come together and realize that the wanton destruction of natural resources without caring for their replenishment has forced scientists to calculate how
long the planet Earth could survive.

They must inspire everyone to wake up and realize the dreadful magnitude of the devastation being inflicted inflicting on nature must stop. and much
more, present big plans before people, but there it all ends. There is a solution that Indians are aware of from “ancient times: ‘Aparigraha’.  It was put up
before the world in very simple terms in his indomitable style by Mahatma Gandhi: Nature has a sufficient resource to meet the needs of everyone but not
the greed of anyone”.  

This is the only alternative. “  To me, hope lies in the Teacher! The Teacher can do it if they resolve to do it and the ‘Teachers of the world’ unite! A new
chapter has to be written in every discipline and an emphasis on multidisciplinary concerns of the human knowledge quest, the process of transfer and
acquisition of knowledge. 

Towards this, teachers shall have to realize, accept and internalize that they are makers of the future of human existence on planet Earth!  It is their
responsibility to shape every learner coming to them as an unaware and uninitiated person into a personality!  That would shape the future generations,
would prepare citizens committed to their nation, and their people but fully conscious of their role as international citizens as well. The legendary
philosopher, revered statesman and worthy teacher Dr. S. Radhakrishnan was one of the finest intellectual brains of the 20th century. He was a matchless
interpreter of Eastern and Western thought, philosophy and the ‘concept of a man’.  We recall his greatness, and his multifarious contributions, but allow
his philosophy and guiding principles for teachers to remain confined to a few shelves of some reputed libraries. 

He pleads particularly to institutions of higher learning: “The ideal of the university is the promotion of liberty of mind and or freedom of thought. It has
little to do with the protection of privilege or a call to conformity. It contests privilege which is something other than that excellence which follows on
intellectual eminence   or spiritual greatness. It contests conformity, for each individual has a right to develop his own convictions.”  Once this is accepted
at each appropriate level by all those dealing with higher education, it becomes clear that the seeds for creating such an environment in institutions of
higher learning have to be sown in schools! 

Schools in the present context just cannot become the nourishing and nurturing grounds for the flowering of new ideas unless school teachers are well-
equipped and well-endowed with the determination that every child, every learner is to be encouraged to express himself in whichever way he chooses to;
may be in music, sports, mathematics, painting, imagination, creativity, and the like!  in India right from the Ministry of Education to primary schools is just
forgotten after every discussion and deliberation!  One is referring to the most distinct role of teacher education institutions; TEIs. Quality, ideas,
innovations, and imagination are nurtured in schools and universities but how to do so is learnt, internalized and tested in TEIs.  To universalize this
comprehension, one must be ready with a reality test!  We are proud of India of ancient times because of the universality of its culture and acceptance of
the essential unity of mankind despite all the apparent diversities. 

Academic institutions need to pose an internal query: are we functioning at a level of self-confidence, conviction, determination and passion that could
bring credibility to each one of us and our institution? As academics ‘have we accepted and succumbed to being ‘teachers less original, to ambitions less
exalted and to tame compliance with old forms!  We were warned over seven-eight decades ago by Dr Radhakrishnan on this count: “There was a dread of
venturing outside the safe limits of guaranteed ideas. The country seems to suffer from exhaustion.” The future belongs to those equipped with learning
that encourages ideas, imagination, curiosity and creativity.  The fittest and finest tribute to Dr. Radhakrishnan and in fact to the great Indian tradition of
teaching, learning and knowledge quest would be to respect teachers, and treat them as the creators of the future of not only the individual learner but of
the society, community and the nation. 

(Professor Rajput works in education, social cohesion and religious amity, views are personal)
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Ministry of Education

International Conference on ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ to set
stage for International Literacy Day 2024

Posted On: 06 SEP 2024 8:09PM by PIB Delhi

As a prelude to International Literacy Day 2024, the Ministry of Education, Government of India, is going to organize an
International Conference titled “Spectrum of Literacy” on 7th September 2024. The conference will be held virtually from
CIET, NCERT, New Delhi. It will bring together global and national experts, educators, policymakers, and literacy advocates
to explore the diverse and evolving dimensions of literacy in today's world.

The international conference will be chaired by the Secretary of Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Shri
Sanjay Kumar. Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary, DoSEL; Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT;
Smt. Joyce Poan, Chief of the Education Sector at UNESCO’s Regional Office for South Asia; and other dignitaries will be
present at the event.

The conference will feature two engaging sessions titled “Exploring the ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ in India” and “Global
Perspectives on Literacy Chaired”.

The conference, underscoring the theme “Spectrum of Literacy”, will reflect the broad and diverse challenges and
opportunities in education globally.

*****

SS/AK

(Release ID: 2052661) Visitor Counter : 942

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi
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Ministry of Education to Host ‘Spectrum of Literacy’
Conference for Global Experts

As a prelude to International Literacy Day 2024, the Ministry of Education, Government of India, is set to

host a global event titled “Spectrum of Literacy”. Taking place virtually on September 7, 2024, from CIET,

NCERT, New Delhi, this high-profile International Conference will bring together a diverse group of global and

national experts, educators, policymakers, and literacy advocates. The primary focus will be on exploring the

dynamic and evolving dimensions of literacy in today’s rapidly advancing world, addressing challenges and

opportunities in education.

The conference will be chaired by Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of the Department of School Education and

Literacy (DoSEL). Distinguished speakers include Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary of DoSEL,

Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT, and Smt. Joyce Poan, Chief of the Education Sector at

UNESCO’s Regional Office for South Asia. These key dignitaries, along with other notable figures, will delve

into the ways literacy can be advanced globally and in India, particularly in the context of today’s digital and

interconnected world.

Key sessions include “Exploring the ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ in India” and “Global Perspectives on Literacy”.

These discussions will cover the broad scope of literacy education, reflecting diverse regional needs and the

global trend towards digital learning and innovation in literacy.

The central theme of the conference is the “Spectrum of Literacy,” and it highlights the evolving nature of

literacy in the 21st century. It focuses not only on basic literacy but also on digital literacy, media literacy,

and financial literacy, which are becoming essential skills for navigating modern society. The event will
examine how educational policies and initiatives can promote inclusive education and boost global literacy

rates.

Also Read :- CBSE Expands Globally: First Regional Office Launched in Dubai

The International Conference on Spectrum of Literacy is a key event leading up to International Literacy Day

2024 on September 8. It emphasises India’s commitment to advancing literacy and fostering an equitable,

By digitalLEARNING Network  - September 7, 2024
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inclusive learning environment. This conference is a major step towards addressing the global literacy gap

and aligns with the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 4—Quality Education for all.

ested in staying updated on developments in global and Indian literacy initiatives, this event is expected to
deliver significant insights and set the tone for future educational reforms.

Be a part of Elets Collaborative Initiatives. Join Us for Upcoming Events and explore business

opportunities. Like us on Facebook , connect with us on LinkedIn and follow us on Twitter ,

Instagram.
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Ministry of Education

Shri Sanjay Kumar chairs International Conference on
‘Spectrum of Literacy’ on the eve of International Literacy

Day 2024

Multilingualism is one of the central pillars of National Education Policy
2020 - Shri Sanjay Kumar

Posted On: 07 SEP 2024 7:16PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), chaired an international conference
titled “Spectrum of Literacy” today at the CIET, NCERT, New Delhi. The Ministry of Education, Government of India,
organized this virtual conference as a prelude to International Literacy Day 2024, to be celebrated tomorrow in an event at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

 

Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary, DoSEL; Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT; Smt. Joyce Poan,
Chief of the Education Sector at UNESCO’s Regional Office for South Asia; and other dignitaries attended the conference. It
brought together global and national experts, educators, policymakers, and literacy advocates to explore the diverse and
evolving dimensions of literacy in today's world.

Shri Sanjay Kumar in his address mentioned how the definition of literacy now includes Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Literacy, critical life skills, like digital, financial, and legal literacy, etc. Literacy should help people navigate
through life, he emphasised. He said that ULLAS is the framework under which we must work to bring down the literacy gap
between the urban and rural populations and between males and females. Literacy is to become a powerful force of change
and we must carefully negotiate with the strategies and frameworks that underpin our efforts, he said.

Highlighting this year’s theme of International Literacy Day, Promoting Literacy Through Multilingualism, he mentioned
that one of the central pillars of the National Education Policy 2020 is multilingualism. Children learn best when they are
taught in their Mother Tongue, he added. He underscored the importance of educating women so that their representation
increases in the workforce.

Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary, Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), delivered the
inaugural address and gave a presentation highlighting the role of ULLAS-Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram, a program
introduced to foster adult literacy across the nation.

The conference featured two engaging sessions titled “Exploring the ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ in India” and “Global
Perspectives on Literacy Chaired”. The first session was chaired by Dr. Amarendra P. Behera, Joint Director, CIET, NCERT.
The session focused on diverse perspectives on literacy within India. Speakers included Ms. Kesang Sherpa, Member100



Secretary, National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE); Dr. M.K.S. Sundaram, Principal Secretary, Basic Education
Department, UP; and Prof. Jai Prakash Dubey, Director, Delhi School of Journalism, University of Delhi.

The second session was chaired by Prof. T.G. Sitharam, Chairman AICTE. This session provided an international perspective
on literacy. Renowned global experts such as Mr. Nicholas Jonas from Germany, Prof. Iddo Gal from Israel, and Dr. Anke
Grotluschen from Germany discussed critical issues ranging from adult literacy to the impact of artificial intelligence on
literacy. Dr. John Benseman provided valuable insights on "Literacy in Social Spaces". The event concluded with a summary
of the steps ahead.

The conference, underscoring the theme “Spectrum of Literacy”, reflected the broad and diverse challenges and opportunities
in education globally. It concluded with a call to action to strengthen partnerships and collaborations to build a literate (Jan
Jan Saakshar) and inclusive world.

*****

SS/AK
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Education

Ayurveda, Angula & shlokas find mention in new NEP-inspired NCERT
Class 6 science textbook
FAREEHA IFTIKHAR 07 September, 2024 05:53 pm IST

Cover of new NCERT class 6 science book, named Curiosity | By special arrangement

New Delhi: Students of Class 6 are set to study topics based on India’s past scientific marvels as part of their
science curriculum. These include Sanskrit shlokas, the ancient measurement system ‘Angula’ (finger breadth),
Ayurveda, regional stories associated with stars in constellations, and achievements of Indian scientists,
among other facts. 

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) released this year a new Class 6 science
textbook along with books for other subjects. 

The new Class 6 science textbook—Curiosity—has been written keeping in mind the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and the new National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023, NCERT
director Dinesh Prasad Saklani says in the foreword. 
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Saklani adds, “The content seamlessly weaves together concepts from physics, chemistry, biology, and earth
science, along with cross-cutting themes like environmental education, value education, inclusive education,
and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). The textbook aims to engage learners through an integrated approach by
including multiple activities and thoughtful use of technology.”

NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023 emphasise that the school curriculum should be “rooted in the Indian and local
context and ethos”.

Curiosity has 12 chapters, three of which begin with Sanskrit teachings on a healthy body, diversity and a
Sanskrit treatise on alchemy. One chapter starts with a quote by Tamil poet and philosopher Thiruvalluvar on
water and rainfall, and another begins with a saying by 15th century Indian mystic poet Kabir Das. In the third
chapter, annena jātāni jīvanti—a quote from the Taittiriya Upanishad—has been included as the ‘thought of
the day’.

A quote from the Taittiriya Upanishad in chapter 3 | By special arrangement

School teachers ThePrint spoke to confirmed that the previous Class 6 science textbook did not delve much on
ancient knowledge systems, and were mostly limited to social sciences.

“This marks the first time a science book has referenced the ancient Indian knowledge system. And it is good
that it has not replaced the modern content. It (ancient knowledge system) has just been incorporated with it
(modern content),” said a science teacher at a private school in Delhi who did not wish to be named.

Also Read: Meghalaya university which grew from 6 to 6,000 students sees dip in enrollments after Sarma’s
attack
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Angula to Ayurveda 

In its fifth chapter, which is on measurements, Curiosity mentions how India has a rich history of
measurement systems that dates back to ancient times. It mentions Angula, dhanusa (an ancient Indian
measure of length equivalent to four hands), and yojana (a Vedic measure of distance that is exactly equal to
7.64 miles).

The chapter also explains how measurement systems were mentioned in ancient Indian  literature and were
used in architecture, town planning and to measure artefacts.

“The angula is still used by traditional craftspeople like carpenters and tailors. Several objects with ruled
markings which could be scales have been excavated from sites of the Harappan Civilisation,” the book says.

Mention of ancient measurement systems in Chapter 5 of NCERT’s new Class 6 science textbook | By special arrangement

At several places, Curiosity carries references to Ayurveda.

The ninth chapter—Methods of Separation in Everyday Life—says that in the traditional Indian system of
holistic health and medicine called Ayurveda, herbs or parts of plants are prescribed as remedies. “These
ingredients like roots, leaves, flowers or seeds of various medicinal plants are often dried in the shade. This
practice facilitates the evaporation of excess water, leaving behind the important part of the medicine.”

The sixth chapter talks about how a classification system of grouping things was mentioned in Ayurveda, and
includes a shloka that explains properties used to describe all physical matters in Ayurveda. The properties
include guru (heavy), manda (slow), hima (cold) and mridu (soft), among others.
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Chapter 6 of Curiosity mentions Ayurveda | By special arrangement

Regional and Sanskrit names of stars and planets

In the 12th chapter—Beyond Earth—the textbook mentions that in Indian astronomy, the term nakshatra is
used to denote either a certain star or a group of stars, such as Ardr (Betelgeuse star in Orion constellation) and
Krittika (a group of stars called Pleiades in Taurus constellation). Aldebaran, a star in Taurus, is known as
Rohini in Sanskrit. 

The chapter also includes ancient names that have been used across India for the planets visible to the naked
eye. Examples include Budha (Mercury), Shukra (Venus), Prithvi (Earth), Mangala (Mars), Brihaspati or Guru
(Jupiter) and Shani (Saturn).

Curiosity’s chapter 6 talks about ancient Indian astronomy | By special arrangement

Regional stories associated with stars in the constellations are also part of the book.
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“For example, the four stars in the Big Dipper that approximately form a rectangle, are viewed by tribes in
Central India as the ‘grandmother’s cot’ with the three thieves (other three stars) stealing it. Fishermen along
the Konkan coast imagine the four stars as a boat, with the last three stars as the neck of the boat,” the 12th
chapter says.

It adds that in Sanskrit and a few other Indian languages, a comet is called Dhumaketu. “Various tribes in
India also call it Pucchya-Taro (star with a tail) or Zendya-Taro (star like a flag).”

Introducing children to India’s rich knowledge is a welcoming idea, Anand Prakash, assistant professor of
chemistry in Delhi University, told ThePrint. “It is good that children should know the language and words
used by people in rural India even now. People in the village use Shukra and budha instead of Venus and
Mercury, respectively. However, while including Indian context, the accuracy and relevance should also be kept
in mind.”

Indian scientists and their contributions 

Curiosity also mentions Indian scientist Coluthur Gopalan, who is credited with initiating nutrition research
in India.

“He led surveys on the nutritional status of the Indian population, identifying widespread deficiencies in
protein, energy, and other food components. This led to the implementation of the Mid Day Meal Programme
in 2002, now a PM POSHAN initiative, to provide balanced food in the government-run and government-aided
schools of our country,” it reads.

The book talks about Indian plant physiologist and physicist Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, explaining his
contributions in building a machine known as a crescograph, which records how plants respond to stimuli
such as light, heat, electricity and gravity. “With this machine, he could measure how fast plants grow. He also
showed that plants can sense and respond to stimuli.”

(Edited by Radifah Kabir)

Also read: UK’s University of Southampton is coming to Gurugram, 1st foreign university in India under UGC
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ETV Bharat / Bharat

NCERT Revises Class 6 Science Textbook With Strong Focus on

Indian Culture - All You Need To Know

3 Min Read

By ETV Bharat English Team
Published : Sep 9, 2024, 8:49 PM IST

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has released a
revised Class 6 science textbook, "Curiosity," reflecting Indian culture and knowledge
systems in line with the NEP 2020. The updated edition includes regional characters,
verses from Indian texts, and a focus on Indian scientific contributions, aiming to
enhance students' engagement with their cultural heritage and promote a deeper
understanding of Indian traditions.

A photo of the revised NCERT class 6 science text book (NCERT Textbook of Science for Grade 6)

New Delhi: The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has released a new

edition of its Class 6 science textbook, "Curiosity," which incorporates substantial changes to reflect

Indian cultural and knowledge systems. This revised edition is designed to align with the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and aims to enhance students' engagement with Indian heritage and

traditions.
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Key Changes in the Revised Edition

1. Emphasis on Indian Culture: The updated textbook introduces characters from various Indian states

to represent regional diversity. For example, Chapter 2, 'Diversity in the Living World', begins with

illustrations of young students from Haryana. Chapter 11, 'Nature’s Treasures', features Kannada

characters such as Bhoomi, Surya, and Ajji (grandmother). In Chapter 12, 'Beyond Earth', Ladakh is

represented by characters Yangdol and Dorjay. These changes are intended to make the content more

relatable to students across India.

2. Integration of Indian Texts: Several chapters now start with verses from ancient Indian texts.

Chapter 2 begins with a Sanskrit verse that emphasises selflessness, translating to: "Trees stand in the

Sun and give shade to others. Their fruits are also for others. Likewise, good people bear all hardships

and bring welfare to others." This inclusion is part of a broader effort to instil a sense of rootedness

and cultural awareness in students.

3. Revisions to Dietary Content: The chapter formerly known as 'Components of Food' has been

renamed 'Mindful Eating: A Path to a Healthy Body.' This chapter now excludes references to non-

vegetarian sources such as meat, eggs, and fish, and instead highlights vegetarian sources of fats like

ladoo. Additionally, images of liver and lobster as protein sources have been removed, although fish

and eggs are still depicted. Egg white has also been removed from the list of substances used in

chemistry labs for tests related to starch, protein, and iodine.

4. Replacement of Western References: Western imagery and references have been replaced with

Indian ones. For instance, the chapter 'Method of Separation of Everyday Substances' now features a

'Bharat ki yatra' ( Journey through India) where characters explore Indian methods of substance

separation, rather than including Western art like 'The Winnowers' by Gustav Courbet.

5. Introduction of Indian Astronomy: A new chapter titled 'Beyond Earth' explores Indian astronomy

and traditional star nomenclature. This chapter explains that 'nakshatra' refers to both specific stars

and constellations. It highlights ancient Indian names for visible planets, such as Ardr for the

Betelgeuse star in the Orion constellation and Krittika for the Pleiades cluster in Taurus. Aldebaran, a

prominent star in Taurus, is referred to as Rohini in Sanskrit.

6. Recognition of Indian Scientists: The revised textbook acknowledges notable Indian scientists,

including Janaki Ammal, who is celebrated for her contributions to botany and environmental

conservation. Ammal is described as a pioneering botanist dedicated to documenting and preserving

India's rich plant biodiversity.

Official Comments

NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani emphasised that the revised textbook is designed to stimulate

curiosity and critical thinking. In his preface, Saklani noted, "The content stimulates curiosity, a sense

of exploration, questioning, and critical thinking. The content seamlessly weaves together concepts

from physics, chemistry, biology, and earth science, along with cross-cutting themes like

environmental education, value education, inclusive education, and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)."
112



Saklani also highlighted the integration of verses from Indian texts as a non-evaluative element

intended to foster cultural rootedness among students, in line with the NEP 2020 objectives.

He added, "A non-evaluative interesting element that has been incorporated in some of the chapters is

the introduction of certain verses from various Indian texts to promote rootedness in the learners as

envisaged in NEP 2020."

'Curiosity' Textbook Highlights Indian Heritage and NEP 2020 Goals

The new edition of “Curiosity” represents a significant shift towards emphasising Indian cultural and

educational heritage in the science curriculum for Class 6 students. By incorporating regional

characters, traditional texts, and Indian scientific contributions, the textbook aligns with the NEP

2020's goals of fostering a deeper connection with Indian knowledge systems and promoting cultural

awareness among young learners.
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Jabalpur: In a significant order, the

district collector of Jabalpur has ordered

that the private schools will have to use

only NCERT books till class VIII in

Jabalpur. If it is essential to use books

by any other publication for any

subject, then its cost should not exceed

25% of the MRP of the NCERT book,

ordered the district collector of Jabalpur.

In the order issued by district collector and chairman of the district education

committee, Deepak Saxena, it is stated that the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has issued revised guidelines regarding the use of textbooks in

private schools. Accordingly, orders have been issued for CBSE schools in the

district to use NCERT books as much as possible for classes 1 to 8 in the upcoming

academic session 2025-26. Schools can use books from private publishers for

valid reasons, but the unavailability of NCERT books will not be considered a valid

reason.

All schools must upload the list of prescribed books for all classes on their website

by October 1. If any other book is to be used, the school management and

principal must jointly sign a declaration stating the valid reasons and submit it to

the district education committee. If the information is not provided by the due

date, it will be assumed that the school management is using NCERT books. If

other books are found to be used during future inspections, strict action will be

taken, including the cancellation of the school's recognition.

Only in special circumstances can school management use books from private

publishers, and the price of these books should not exceed 25% more than the

price of NCERT books. Based on the displayed book list, a book fair will be

organised in February-March, the orders said.

Congress will return to power in Haryana, says leader of opposition Bhupinder
Hooda
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Madrassas Work Arbitrarily, Unfit To Give ‘Proper’ Education: NCPCR

Tells SC

4 Min Read

By Sumit Saxena
Published : 15 hours ago Updated : 14 hours ago

The NCPCR, in its written submissions, said the Board of Madrasa Education should not
be regarded as an academic authority because it is merely a body with the power to
conduct examinations, and the examinations administered by the board are completely
at odds with the curriculum of NCERT and SCERT, keeping the students of Madrassas
behind those who fall within the purview of RTE

Representative Photo (ANI)

New Delhi: The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has told the Supreme

Court that Madrassa is an unfit place to receive ‘proper’ education and it works arbitrarily and runs in

an overall violation of the constitutional mandate, Right to Education Act and the Juvenile Justice Act,

2015.
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The NCPCR, in its written submissions, said the Board of Madrasa Education should not be regarded as

an academic authority because it is merely a body with the power to conduct examinations, and the

examinations administered by the board are completely at odds with the curriculum of NCERT and

SCERT, keeping the students of Madrassas behind those who fall within the purview of RTE.

The commission said that to impart instruction that is entirely in the context of religion is a flagrant

violation of a child’s fundamental right to education which does not adhere to the requirements of the

RTE Act, 2009, or any other applicable laws. Innocent children suffer as a result of the religious subject

getting institutionalised in Madrasas, it added.

“A Madrassa is not only an unsuitable/unfit place to receive ‘proper’ education but also in the absence

of entitlements as provided under Sections 19, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, and 29 of the RTE Act. Further,

Madrassas do not only render an unsatisfactory and insufficient model for education but also have an

arbitrary mode of working devoid of a standardised curriculum and functioning,” it said.

The written submission was filed by the commission in a matter related to Madrassas in Uttar Pradesh.

On April 5, the apex court put on hold the Allahabad High Court’s March 5 order striking down

provisions of the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004.

The apex court had said it was of prima facie view that the law does not provide religious instruction

and students are also imparted education in secular subjects like science, mathematics and social

studies.

The commission said, on perusal of the list of books available on the website of the Madrasa Board, it

has found objectionable content in Diniyat books being included in their curriculum. It has been

observed that as per the prescribed curriculum, the Madrassa Board is teaching texts through these

books that profess the supremacy of Islam.

In its written submission, the NCPCR mentions that even though the Darul Uloom Deoband Madrasa

was founded in Deoband in Saharanpur district of Uttar Prades, it has been impacting the people

professing Islamic culture and practices across the country and abroad.

The commission said it received complaints regarding the fatwas issued by Darul Uloom Deoband

which contained references from a book titled ‘Bahishti Zewar’.

“It is pertinent to mention here that the said book has content which is not only improper but also

objectionable and illegal for children as the same contains text on engaging in a sexual relationship

with a minor. The book is also alleged to be taught to children in madrassas, and further fatwas

containing such objectionable information accessible to all”, it added.

The NCPCR said it has come across various objectionable content on the website of Darul Uloom

Deoband wherein one of the fatwas was issued regarding establishment of physical relationship with a

minor girl which is not only misleading but also in violation of the provisions under POCSO Act, 2012.

The commission said another fatwa was issued on the Darul Uloom Deoband portal where a question

was asked by an individual from Pakistan regarding suicide attack on non-Muslims forces and a

statement of “consult your local scholar” by the Darul Uloom Deoband instead of responding to the

query is invalid or illegal.
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“Such statements by Darul Uloom Deoband are reinforcing the belief towards legitimizing intentional

homicide, terrorist attack among non-Muslims and is a matter of national security”, it said.

The commission said a school is defined under Section 2(n) of the RTE Act, 2009, which means any

recognised school imparting elementary education and a Madrassa being out of this definition has no

right to compel the children or their families to receive education at Madrassa.

The commission said lack of proper curriculum, teacher eligibility, non-transparency/funding, and

violations of the law of the land, Madrassas also failed to provide a holistic learning environment to

the children.

The child rights body said the Madrassas are getting Unified District Information System for Education

(UDISE) Codes despite not fulfilling the required norms and standards as per the RTE Act, 2009.

“The fact of children getting education in government-funded Madrassaa including the unmapped

madrassas which are receiving funds from the state governments is a clear violation of the law of land

and such an education which is devoid of the basic curriculum, eligibility and holistic environment

cannot be furthered on the expenses of the State”, it said.

The commission said though the Madrassas are running across the country, only states like Bihar,

Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand have

Madrassa Board.
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Ask states to implement exam reforms, NCERT urges Centre
Amidst the tug-of-war between states ruled by the Opposition parties and the Centre, there are some of the state
boards that are open to implementing these reforms, but they need a notification from the state government. To this
end, the Centre will have to write to the state issuing the notification, the NCERT has written in its letter.
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Representative image showing a student writing an exam. Credit: iStock Photo

New Delhi: Weeks after it introduced a new evaluation system with different weightage methods, the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has written to the Ministry of Education urging it to
write to state governments to implement the recommendations of the reforms, which have been laid down in
consonance with the National Education Policy.
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Some of these reforms include removing board exams in the 9, 10 and 11 standards so that the marks obtained
there are used to evaluate the results in the 12th standard.

Amidst the tug-of-war between states ruled by the Opposition parties and the Centre, there are some of the
state boards that are open to implementing these reforms, but they need a notification from the state
government. To this end, the Centre will have to write to the state issuing the notification, the NCERT has
written in its letter.

The report, titled ‘Establishing Equivalence across Education Boards’, was submitted by PARAKH (Performance
Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), a regulatory body under the NCERT.

Also Read: Preamble in NCERT books: Congress submits privilege notice against Dharmendra Pradhan for
'misleading' RS

Also Read: Preamble in NCERT books: Congress submits privilege
notice against Dharmendra Pradhan for 'misleading' RS

Among the recommendations is that state boards divide the academic year into two terms, and that the
“weightage of formative and summative” marks will be adjusted progressively from class 9 to class 12, with
increasing emphasis on summative assessment.

For the class 12 report, 15 per cent for class 9, 20per cent for class 10, 25 per cent for class 11, and 40 per cent for
class 12 will be added for the evaluation in class 12.

The PARAKH report also pointed at variation in performance of students not only across state boards, but even
within the boards. In all, there are 59 school boards for senior and senior secondary education countrywide,
including three national-level boards like the CBSE and ICSE.

The NCERT’s letter comes even as the Ministry of Education and the Tamil Nadu government is in the midst of
a confrontation over the implementation of the recommendations of the NEP.

Many Opposition-ruled states have refused to implement the NEP, including Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Punjab and
West Bengal. A report has since emerged that the Centre has withheld funds to these states despite better
parameters. Consequently, Delhi and Punjab agreed to implement them.
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Madrassas 'Unsuitable' Place For Children To Receive
Proper Education: NCPCR To SC

The child rights body told the top court that children,
who are not in formal schooling system, are deprived of
their fundamental right to elementary education.
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The NCPCR said madrassas merely teaching from a few NCERT books in the curriculum is a
mere guise in the name of imparting education and does not ensure that the children are
receiving formal and quality education. (Representative Image)

Follow us:

Madrassas are ”unsuitable” places for children to receive ”proper education” and the education imparted there is
”not comprehensive” and is against the provisions of the Right to Education Act, the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has told the Supreme Court.

The child rights body told the top court that children, who are not in formal schooling system, are deprived of
their fundamental right to elementary education, including entitlements such as midday meal, uniform etc.
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STORIES

The NCPCR said madrassas merely teaching from a few NCERT books in the curriculum is a ”mere guise” in the
name of imparting education and does not ensure that the children are receiving formal and quality education.

”A madrassa is not only a unsuitable/unfit place to receive ’proper’ education but also in absence of entitlements
as provided under Sections 19, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, and 29 of the RTE Act,” it said.

”Further, madrassas do not only render an unsatisfactory and insufficient model for education but also have an
arbitrary mode of working which is wholly in absence of a standardised curriculum and functioning,” the NCPCR
said in its written submissions filed before the top court.

The child rights body stated that due to the absence of provisions of the RTE Act, 2009, the madrassas are also
deprived of entitlement as in Section 21 of the Act of 2009.

”A madrassa works in an arbitrary manner and runs in an overall violation of the Constitutional mandate, RTE Act
and the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015. It cannot be overlooked that a child getting education in such an Institution will
be devoid of basic knowledge of school curriculum which is provided in a school.
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”A school is defined under Section 2(n) of the RTE Act, 2009, which means any recognised school imparting
elementary education. A madrassa being out of this definition has no right to compel children or their families to
receive madrassa education,” the NCPCR said.

It said most of the madrassas fail to provide a holistic environment to students, including planning social events,
or extracurricular activities for ’experiential learning.

In a breather to about 17 lakh madrassa students, the apex court on April 5 had stayed an order of the Allahabad
High Court that scrapped the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004 calling it ”unconstitutional”
and violative of the principle of secularism.

Observing that the issues raised in the petitions merit closer reflection, a three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud had issued notices to the Centre, the Uttar Pradesh government and others on the pleas
against the high court order.

The top court said had the high court ”prima facie” misconstrued the provisions of the Act, which does not provide
for any religious instruction.

The high court had on March 22 declared the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004,
”unconstitutional” and violative of the principle of secularism, and asked the state government to accommodate
students in the formal schooling system.

The high court had declared the law ultra vires on a writ petition filed by advocate Anshuman Singh Rathore.
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It had said the state has ”no power to create a board for religious education or to establish a board for school
education only for a particular religion and philosophy associated with it.” ”We hold that the Madarsa Act, 2004, is
violative of the principle of secularism, which is a part of the basic structure of the Constitution,” the high court
had said.

The petitioner had challenged the constitutionality of the UP Madarsa Board as well as objected to the
management of madrassas by the Minority Welfare Department instead of the education department.

(This story has not been edited by News18 staff and is published from a syndicated news agency feed - PTI)
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NCERT Body Writes to Education Ministry To Urge States
To Implement NEP Reforms

While the state boards are “willing” to implement the
suggestions, they require a formal approval and
notification from their respective governments to do the
same, News18 has learnt.
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Reported By: Vatsala Shrangi News18.com Last Updated: SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, 12:45 IST New Delhi, India

The recommendations are part of school reforms proposed under the new National
Education Policy (NEP) and the National Curriculum Framework-for School Education
(NCF-SE). (Representational/ PTI Photo)
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The National Council for Educational Research and Training’s (NCERT) standard-setting body is learnt to have
written to the Union Ministry of Education (MoE) seeking it to urge state governments to give a formal go-ahead
to the respective state boards to implement the recommendations of the ‘Equivalence’ report released by it last
month that showed gaps in the performance of students from these boards.

The recommendations are part of school reforms proposed under the new National Education Policy (NEP) and
the National Curriculum Framework-for School Education (NCF-SE).
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While the state boards are “willing” to implement the suggestions, they require a formal approval and notification
from their respective governments to do the same, News18 has learnt.

“We have requested the ministry to urge the state governments to acknowledge the same. In the meantime, it’s
suggested that they can start with working on preparing question banks for the senior classes, one of the crucial
measures highlighted in the report,” said an official familiar with the matter.

PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), a constituent
unit of the NCERT is tasked with setting standards and guidelines for student assessment and evaluation for all
recognised school education boards in India.

This national assessment body had released the ‘Establishing Equivalence Across School Boards’ report, which
showed variation in performance of students not only across state boards, but even within the boards.

Some of the key recommendations of the report included school boards going for a cumulative system of
assessment where the performance of students in classes 9,10 and 11 counts towards the final assessment in class
12. It also suggested a more demand-based exam system as well as that the boards develop a cadre of ‘professional
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paper setters’ in order to standardise the assessments in classes 9 to 12. For standardising the question papers, it
suggested that for classes 9 and 11 the boards develop a question bank for all subjects for the year-end
examinations.

There are 59 existing school boards for senior and senior secondary education across the country, of which three
are national-level boards while the remaining are state boards.

Since education is a subject in the ‘concurrent’ list, states are not bound to follow the directives of the Central
government.

A senior official in the Punjab School Education Board, said that since the recommendations are part of the NEP,
the approval has to come from higher authorities.

“We have submitted our proposal to the higher authority. It is being analysed at different levels. Once they
approve it, we will notify it, but it’s a long process and will take time,” the official said.

PARAKH has been conducting regional workshops with the state boards on the suggestions made and how to
adopt these in the teaching-learning processes.

An official from a state education body in Tamil Nadu, who had attended the workshops, said that the sessions
were “interactive and helpful”, but there is a procedure to formally integrate these into the curriculum, which is
yet to begin.

JH Zoremthanga, Chairperson of Mizoram Board of School Education, said that the recommendations of the report
are important for exam-related reforms. “We are discussing it with the state government, including the role of the
Board in implementing these. However, it includes a lot of financial implications, which needs to be sorted out.
Yet, we plan to start with preparing of question banks, as suggested in the report,” he said.
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News18 has sent a query to the MoE in the matter, but a response is awaited. This story will be updated, if and
once, a response is received.

Notably, an analysis conducted by the MoE last month that examined the performance of classes 10 and 12
students across the 59 school boards showed that more students from the state boards failed the classes than
those from the central boards.

VATSALA SHRANGI
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Vatsala Shrangi, Assistant Editor at News18, reports on the HRD, Ministry of
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NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY (NEP) NCERT

SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, 12:45 IST

SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, 12:45 IST

Tags:

First Published:

Last Updated:

TRENDING VIDEOS

Siddharth And Aditi Rao Hydari Tie The Knot In
a Dreamy Wedding

Top Moments From 2024 Emmys: Reunions, Re
Carpet Fashion

Alia & Ranbir's Daughter Raha Kapoor, For The
FIRST Time, Talks On Camera As She Sees Dadi

LATEST BLOGS

Aries

157

https://www.news18.com/astrology
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/byline/vatsala-shrangi-23887.html
https://twitter.com/vatsalashrangi
https://www.news18.com/byline/vatsala-shrangi-23887.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/national-education-policy-nep/
https://www.news18.com/topics/ncert/
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html


158



159



NCERT calls for NEP reforms to bridge student
performance gaps

The National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has called on the Union Ministry of

Education (MoE) to urge state governments to implement key reforms outlined in its recently published

“Equivalence” report. This report highlights performance disparities among students from different state

boards and central boards, providing recommendations to standardise assessment practices nationwide.
The recommendations align with the goals of the National Education Policy (NEP) and the National

Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE).

Key Reforms Proposed in the ‘Equivalence’ Report The NCERT report, developed by its Performance

Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development (PARAKH) unit, aims to address

the significant variation in student performance between state and central boards. Some of the main

recommendations include:

Cumulative assessment system: Introducing a new evaluation system where students’

performances in classes 9, 10, and 11 contribute to the final class 12 assessment.

Professional paper setters: Developing a cadre of experts to create standardised exam papers for

classes 9 to 12.

Question banks: Preparing comprehensive question banks for senior classes (9 to 12) to ensure

consistency and fairness in assessments across boards.

These reforms are designed to ensure equal opportunity for students across India’s 59 recognised school

boards, which include three national-level and 56 state boards. The report emphasises that these changes

are essential for improving student outcomes and reducing the disparity in pass rates between state and

central boards, as revealed by a Ministry of Education (MoE) analysis.

Challenges in Implementation Despite the urgency of these reforms, states are not required to follow
the central government’s directives, as education falls under the concurrent list. Officials from various

state boards, including Punjab and Mizoram, have acknowledged the significance of these

recommendations but pointed out that approval from higher authorities and funding considerations are

necessary before implementation.

Also Read: IIM Bodh Gaya Partners with Bihar Transport Department for Leadership Training

By Chetan Tawakley  - September 14, 2024
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While some states are actively discussing these reforms, full integration into their educational systems is

expected to be a gradual process. PARAKH has already been conducting regional workshops with state

boards to guide them in incorporating these suggestions into existing curricula and teaching

methodologies.

The NCERT’s push for NEP-aligned reforms aims to bring significant changes to India’s educational

landscape, particularly in standardising student assessments and improving the quality of education

across state and central boards. As the state boards begin the process of integrating these

recommendations, the focus remains on ensuring fairness and equity for all students in India.

Be a part of Elets Collaborative Initiatives. Join Us for Upcoming Events and explore business

opportunities. Like us on Facebook , connect with us on LinkedIn and follow us on Twitter ,

Instagram.
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Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education commits to Special Campaign 4.0 for
enhanced cleanliness and efficiency in offices and its

Autonomous Bodies

Posted On: 14 SEP 2024 6:54PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSE&L), Ministry of Education, has built on its past successes in
Special Campaigns and is fully prepared to actively engage in the upcoming Special Campaign 4.0, announced by the
Government of India. The campaign is scheduled to take place from 2nd October to 31st October 2024, with a focus on
institutionalizing cleanliness and reducing pendency across government offices. This initiative aims to enhance the
overall efficiency of government operations, while fostering a cleaner and more organized workspace environment. In
addition to improving operational efficiency in offices, the objectives also includes raising awareness about
environmental sustainability. This effort will continue by integrating Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE in schools and   
ongoing #EkPedMaaKeNaam (#एकपेड़माँके नाम) campaign as part of the Special Campaign 4.0, contributing to the
greener future.

The Special Campaign 4.0 will be executed in two phases: a Preparatory Phase from 16th September to 30th September
2024, followed by an Implementation Phase from 2nd October to 31st October 2024. All Bureaus and Autonomous
Bodies under DoSE&L have been requested to set target Vis-a-vis various parameters as well as to identify the field
units/ outstation offices where Swachhata campaign would be conducted during the Preparatory Phase. The
Implementation Phase will focus on addressing pending references, disposal of references from MPs, PMO, State
Governments, Inter-Ministerial references, Parliamentary Assurances, public grievances & appeals, simplification of
rules/processes, record management, disposal of scrap and redundant items, beautification of offices and conduction of
cleanliness campaigns.

To ensure success of the campaign, progress will be monitored via a dedicated Google tracker, with daily updates from
participating offices. The Campaign will be promoted through social media using the hashtag #SpecialCampaign4.0.
DoSE&L, Ministry of Education urges all its Autonomous Bodies to engage actively in this critical initiative to foster a
cleaner and more efficient office environment.

*****

SS/AK

(Release ID: 2055017) Visitor Counter : 493

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi
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Copyright case against man selling fake
NCERT books
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Ahmedabad: The Kalupur police on

Friday registered an FIR against Gunjan

Jhaveri under the Copyright act. The

complaint was registered by Kapil

Kanalpal (42), a marketing executive at

the National Council of Educational

Research and Training.

Kanalpal, in his complaint, stated that he was at the office in Ahmedabad with

Jitendra Parmar, who also works in the NCERT Office.

He received a call from Anup Rajput, head of the department at NCERT, who

informed him that he had received information about the sale of duplicate NCERT

books in Ahmedabad city.

The complaint stated that Rajput instructed them to investigate the bookstores in

Ahmedabad city and take legal action if found. On Friday, he and Parmar went to

investigate the sale of duplicate NCERT books. During the investigation, they

received information that duplicate NCERT books were being sold at New Zaveri

Book Center, under Gandhi bridge.

He stated that he went with the Kalupur cops to New Zaveri Book Centre and

found Gunjan Zaveri. During the search, they found duplicate NCERT books of

Class 10 titled "Mahar Hindi Pathya Pustak" with a code 0644 on the back, which is

incorrect as our office code is 0671. They found a total of 13 such books, each

priced at Rs. 65. The complainant stated that they seized the books and asked for

authorization or licence from NCERT to sell these books, which Zaveri could not

produce. Hence, a complaint was registered with Kalupur police.
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The Centre for Global Development's study uncovers
significant gender bias in Indian school textbooks, examining
466 state board and 60 NCERT books. It found entrenched...Read More

NEW DELHI: Recent study into the content of school

textbooks in India found a significant degree of gender

bias, with the study focussing on both National Council of

Educational Research and Training (NCERT) textbooks and

those produced by various state boards. The Centre for

Global Development, a think tank based in Washington,

DC, conducted the study, which examined 466 textbooks

from 10 Indian states as well as 60 NCERT textbooks.

The study highlights the entrenched gender stereotypes

that exist in the language and examples used in these

educational resources, raising concerns about the impact

of such biases on young minds.

The research, which examined textbooks published in the

English language, uncovered a troubling trend where

male-gendered words and stereotypes dominated the

narrative. For instance, mothers were frequently

associated with domestic duties like cooking, while

professions such as doctors were consistently depicted as

male. Despite previous efforts to address these issues,

such as a 2017 call for reform by India’s education
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(https://etmoney.onelink.me/unJQ/q6d76e0e)

minister, the study found little improvement, especially in

NCERT textbooks that have undergone revisions as

recently as 2020.

Disparities in gender
representation: A comparison of
Indian states
One of the study’s most revealing aspects was the

variation in gender representation across different states.

The research found that Gujarat performed the best in

terms of female representation, with close to 60% of

gendered words being female. In stark contrast,

Karnataka fared the worst, with less than 20% of its

gendered words representing women. Surprisingly, this

imbalance was most pronounced in southern states,

including Karnataka and Kerala, which traditionally score

higher on progressive gender indices such as female

literacy and workforce participation.
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The table displays the count of textbooks per grade across various
states. The data includes textbooks from state boards and NCERT Books.

NCERT textbooks are selected by state boards in Arunachal Pradesh,
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Madhya

Pradesh, Rajasthan, Sikkim, and Uttarakhand. The subjects covered
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This disparity raises questions about the influence of

state-level educational policies and the effectiveness of

efforts to address gender bias. For example, despite

Kerala’s ongoing efforts to remove gender stereotypes

from textbooks, prompted by concerns over domestic

abuse, its performance in the study remains disappointing.

Meanwhile, 

,

India’s second most populous state and home to the

financial capital, Mumbai, is currently undergoing

curriculum revisions. While criticisms have primarily

focused on the lack of representation of socioeconomic

diversity, the study underlines that gender representation

is also a major concern. Maharashtra’s textbooks rank

among the lowest in terms of female representation,

further highlighting the need for comprehensive reform.

In another instance, earlier this year, Delhi's State Council

of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) has made

significant revisions to school textbooks after conducting a

comprehensive gender audit of 53 textbooks and curricula.

The audit, led by a committee of experts from NCERT,

Delhi University, central education institutes, and NGOs,

uncovered widespread gender biases. These included

male-dominated content, portrayals of women in

submissive roles, and a lack of representation for

transgender individuals.

Read full report | 

Gender bias in relation to societal attitudes

Another intriguing finding of the study is the apparent lack

of correlation between the progressive gender norms of a

state’s society and the gender bias in its educational

materials. The research cross-referenced textbook content

with a 2022 Pew Survey on gender norms, which

measured societal attitudes across various states.

Mizoram, for example, ranked high in terms of progressive

gender views but showed only 22% female representation

in its textbooks. Conversely, Gujarat, which performed the

best in terms of textbook representation, scored poorly on

progressive gender attitudes.

This inconsistency suggests that gender representation in

educational materials does not necessarily reflect the

prevailing gender norms in society. In some states,

progressive societal attitudes towards gender have not

translated into more balanced representations of men and

women in textbooks. This disconnect underscores the

importance of targeted policy interventions to address the

gender bias that persists in educational resources,

regardless of broader social advancements.

encompass STEM, social sciences, humanities, and practical/applied
sciences.

......................................................................................

Maharashtra

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/maharashtra)

SCERT Audit Reveals Gender Bias in

Delhi Textbooks, Proposes Neutral Alternatives for 10

Terms

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-

audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-

textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-

terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms)
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India's performance in the World Economic Forum's

Gender Gap Index 2024

The gender bias present in Indian textbooks is part of a

broader national context where gender inequality remains

a pervasive issue. According to the World Economic

Forum’s Gender Gap Index 2024, India ranks 129th

globally in terms of gender parity, placing it among the

worst-performing countries. The entrenched stereotypes

and underrepresentation of women in educational

materials reflect and reinforce the broader societal

challenges that contribute to this ranking.

Furthermore, the study positions India, and South Asia

more broadly, as the worst region in the English-speaking

world when it comes to gender stereotypes in educational

materials. Compared to textbooks from the UK, US,

Australia, and Sub-Saharan Africa, Indian textbooks

demonstrate a stronger male bias in terms of language

related to achievement and work, while female figures are

disproportionately associated with appearance and

domestic roles. This male-dominant narrative in textbooks

not only limits the aspirations of young girls but also

perpetuates outdated gender roles for all students.

Moving forward: The need for reform

The study emphasises the critical need to reform Indian

school textbooks to eliminate gender biases. While states

such as Kerala have taken steps to eliminate stereotypes,

more efforts are needed to ensure equal representation

for men and women. Beyond the numbers, biased

language in textbooks influences students' perceptions

and self-esteem. To make significant progress, both

national and state policymakers must prioritise removing

gender bias and updating content. Furthermore,

promoting gender equality in textbooks is critical in

shaping societal attitudes, allowing India to close the

gender gap and move towards a more equitable future.

Read the full report here- 

The data is derived from a recent analysis by the Center for Global
Development (CGD) of state textbooks, utilizing a methodology similar
to that employed in the cross-country analysis conducted by Crawfurd,

Saintis-Miller, and Todd (2024). Note that the map of India is
representational, and is taken from original study report.

......................................................................................

Analysing Gender Bias in School

Textbooks in India

(https://www.cgdev.org/blog/analysing-gender-bias-

school-textbooks-india)
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India had its prime meridian before
Greenwich, new textbook reveals

 •  • 2 min read

92.4KFollow Followers

Story by India TodayNE 2mo

A recently published Class-6 NCERT social science textbook has

unveiled intriguing historical information about India's prime

meridian. Known as "madhya rekha" or "middle line," this ancient

reference point passed through Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, long before

the establishment of the Greenwich Meridian.

The textbook, titled "Exploring Society India and Beyond," highlights

the astronomical significance of Ujjain. It mentions Varahamihira, a

renowned astronomer who worked in the city approximately 1,500

years ago. The text emphasises that Indian astronomers were well-

versed in concepts of latitude and longitude, including the necessity

of a prime meridian.

India had its prime meridian before Greenwich, new textbook reveals
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The new curriculum introduces several changes in content and

terminology. The Harappan civilization is now referred to as the

"Sindhu-Sarasvati" civilization, with increased emphasis on the

Sarasvati river basin. The textbook describes this river, currently

known as Ghaggar in India and Hakra in Pakistan, as a significant

feature of the ancient landscape.

The revised textbook also modifies its approach to discussing social

structures in ancient India. While it mentions various professions

from Vedic texts, it omits previous references to the caste system and

restrictions on women and Shudras studying the Vedas.

This new edition represents a significant restructuring of the NCERT's

social science curriculum. It combines elements of history,

geography, and civics into a single volume, focusing on what NCERT

Director Dinesh Saklani calls "big ideas."

The consolidation has led to the removal of several chapters

detailing ancient Indian kingdoms, including those of Ashoka and

Chandragupta Maurya. References to cultural landmarks such as the

Sanchi Stupa and Ajanta cave paintings have also been omitted.
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Ministry of Defence

A poem on 'National War Memorial' and a chapter on 'Veer
Abdul Hameed' included in NCERT curriculum of Class VI

Posted On: 19 SEP 2024 5:57PM by PIB Delhi

Developed in alignment with the vision of the National Education Policy 2020 and National Curriculum Framework for
School Education 2023, a poem titled 'National War Memorial' and chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed - have been
included in the NCERT curriculum of Class VI from this year. The objective of this initiative, jointly undertaken by the
Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Education, is to inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to duty and courage &
sacrifice among the school children and participation of youth in Nation building.

The poem "National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed’ honours
the Braveheart CQMH Abdul Hameed who made supreme sacrifice fighting for the Country during the India-Pakistan
war of 1965 and was awarded the Country's highest gallantry award Param Veer Chakra (posthumously).

It may be noted that PM Shri Narendra Modi had dedicated the National War Memorial to the Nation on 25 Feb 2019 in
the iconic Central Vista 'C' Hexagon, India Gate, New Delhi. The National War Memorial was set up to inculcate a sense
of high moral values, sacrifice, national spirit and belongingness in each and every citizen and to pay befitting tribute to
the soldiers, who laid down their lives defending the Nation.

As part of an action plan initiated towards branding National War Memorial (NWM) as an iconic National monument,
the Ministry of Defence has collaborated with the Ministry of Education/NCERT to add NWM and related
references/material in the curriculum.

***

SR/GC

(Release ID: 2056743) Visitor Counter : 503

Read this release in: Hindi , Urdu
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Poem on National War Memorial, Veer Abdul Hameed chapter added to
Class 6 NCERT

The poem "National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled 'Veer Abdul

Hameed' honours the Braveheart CQMH Abdul Hameed who made the supreme sacrifice fighting for the

country during the India-Pakistan war of 1965 and was awarded the country's highest gallantry award, the

Param Veer Chakra (posthumously).
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Poem on National War Memorial, Veer Abdul Hameed chapter added to Class 6 NCERT
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In Short

Poem 'National War Memorial' added to Class 6 NCERT

Chapter on Veer Abdul Hameed included in curriculum

Aims to instill patriotism and courage in students

Developed in alignment with the vision of the National Education Policy 2020 and National

Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023, a poem titled 'National War Memorial' and a

chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed - have been included in the NCERT curriculum of Class 6 from

this year. This initiative, jointly undertaken by the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of

Education, is to teach the values of patriotism, devotion to duty and courage & sacrifice among

school children and youth participation in nation-building.
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The poem "National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled 'Veer

Abdul Hameed’ honours the Braveheart CQMH Abdul Hameed who made a supreme sacrifice

fighting for the country during the India-Pakistan war of 1965 and was awarded the country's

highest gallantry award, the Param Veer Chakra (posthumously).

It may be noted that PM Narendra Modi dedicated the National War Memorial to the nation on

February 25, 2019, in the iconic Central Vista 'C' Hexagon, India Gate, New Delhi. The National War

Memorial was set up to inculcate a sense of high moral values, sacrifice, national spirit, and

belongingness in every citizen and to pay a befitting tribute to the soldiers who laid down their

lives defending the nation.
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As part of an action plan initiated towards branding the National War Memorial (NWM) as an iconic

National monument, the Ministry of Defence has collaborated with the Ministry of

Education/NCERT to add NWM and related references/materials to the curriculum.
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Synopsis
A poem on the National War Memorial and a chapter on India-Pakistan war martyr
Abdul Hameed have been added to the NCERT's Class 6 curriculum. This initiative by the
defence and education ministries aims to instill patriotism, devotion to duty, and
courage among students, highlighting the sacrifices of soldiers.

A poem on the National War

Memorial and a chapter on India-

Pakistan war martyr Abdul Hameed

have been included in the NCERT's

Class 6 curriculum from this academic

session, officials said on Friday.

The objective of the initiative, jointly

undertaken by the defence and the

education ministries, is to inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to

duty, and courage and sacrifice among schoolchildren and the participation of

youngsters in nation-building, they said.
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"The poem 'National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The

chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed' honours the braveheart Abdul Hameed,

who made the supreme sacrifice fighting for the country during the India-

Pakistan war of 1965 and was (posthumously) awarded the country's highest

gallantry award Param Veer Chakra," a senior official said.

The National War Memorial was set up in 2019 to inculcate a sense of high

moral values, sacrifice, national spirit and belongingness in each citizen and

pay a befitting tribute to the soldiers who laid down their lives defending the

nation.

"As part of an action plan initiated towards branding the National War

Memorial as an iconic national monument, the Ministry of Defence has

collaborated with the Ministry of Education to add the memorial and related

references or material in the curriculum," the official added.

(You can now subscribe to our Economic Times WhatsApp channel)
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Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health & Family
Welfare Issue Joint Advisory to States/UTs for Effective

Implementation of Tobacco-Free Educational Institutions
Guidelines and Manual

Posted On: 21 SEP 2024 5:28PM by PIB Delhi

In a significant move to combat tobacco use among youth, the Secretaries of the Union Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare have jointly issued an advisory to all States and Union Territories. The advisory,
addressed to Chief Secretaries, calls for the rigorous implementation of the Tobacco-Free Educational Institution (ToFEI)
manual, in line with the provisions of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA), 2003 in educational
institutions.

This joint advisory, signed by the Secretaries of the Department of School Education, the Department of Higher
Education, and the Department of Health & Family Welfare, underscores the alarming effects of tobacco consumption,
particularly on children and adolescents. It draws attention to the findings of the Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS)
2019, which revealed that 8.5% of school students aged 13 to 15 in India consume tobacco in various forms. Of
particular concern is the fact that over 5,500 children in India begin using tobacco every day. Moreover, 55% of lifelong
tobacco users initiate the habit before the age of 20, with many adolescents turning to other addictive substances as a
result.

The advisory emphasizes the need for collaborative efforts of all the stakeholders to safeguard young people from the
dangers of tobacco addiction. The goal is to protect future generations by raising awareness of the harmful effects of
tobacco use and promoting tobacco control measures within educational institutions.

As part of the National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP), the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India, released the Tobacco Free Educational Institutions (ToFEI) Guidelines for safeguarding minors and youth from
tobacco and electronic cigarette use. Further, the Department of School Education and Literacy has developed and
launched the ToFEI Implementation Manual on World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) in collaboration with Socio Economic
and Educational Development Society (SEEDS). The Department issued the manual on 31st May 2024 to all States/UTs
for compliance.

The ToFEI manual serves as a key resource for educational institutions to implement these anti-tobacco measures
effectively. The manual outlines the following objectives:

i.    More awareness about the harmful effects and long-term health impact of tobacco use amongst the students, teachers,
workers and officials in educational institutions;

ii.   Awareness about various avenues available for tobacco cessation;

iii.  A healthy and tobacco-free environment in educational institutions and all educational institutions becoming tobacco-
free; and

iv.  Better implementation of legal provisions regarding the sale and use of tobacco products, especially those related to
educational institutions, public places, statutory warnings and minors.  

The advisory encourages educational institutions including schools at all levels, colleges for higher or professional
education and universities, both in the public and private sector to adopt the ToFEI manual and guidelines as a
comprehensive guide to safeguard the health and well-being of students.
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Through collaborative efforts, the government aims to reduce tobacco use among children and prevent future generations
from falling prey to addiction. The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare will work closely
with state and district-level officials to ensure these measures are effectively implemented in educational institutions.

URL to access the Implementation Manual for ToFEI Manual:
https://dsel.education.gov.in/sites/default/files/update/im_tofel.pdf

URL to access the ToFEI Guidelines:

https://ntcp.mohfw.gov.in/assets/document/TEFI-Guidelines.pdf
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Madras HC tells Centre to implement NCERT module
on inclusion of transgender concerns in schools
The court emphasised that the ministry must "necessarily give some priority" to this

issue and implement the draft module in schools by January 6, 2025
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The Madras High Court recently instructed the Union Ministry of Women and Child
Development to implement the draft module developed by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) aimed at "integrating the concerns of
transgender persons in schooling processes."

In an order issued on September 18, Justice N Anand Venkatesh noted that the draft
module had been submitted to the ministry for consideration two years ago, but it
had yet to receive a response, as reported by Bar and Bench.

“A lot of effort has been taken to prepare the draft module which provides for
integrating the concerns of transgender persons in schooling processes. The matter
has been pending before the 24th respondent for quite a long time (the Ministry).
That part, it was planned to make this module operational during this academic
year. However, the academic year has already commenced and the Ministry is yet to
react to the draft module submitted by NCERT. This Court expects the 24 th
respondent viz., the Ministry of Women and Child Development, to show more
sensitivity to this issue and act upon the draft module submitted by NCERT,” the
High Court said.

The issue will be heard next on January 6, 2025.

The court emphasized that the Ministry must "necessarily give some priority" to this
issue and implement the draft module in schools by the next hearing.
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Home Education NCERT Adds Poem On National War Memorial, Story Of Indo-Pak War Hero Abdul Hameed To Class 6 Curriculum

NCERT Adds Poem On National War Memorial, Story Of Indo-Pak
War Hero Abdul Hameed To Class 6 Curriculum
The objective of the initiative, jointly undertaken by the defence and the education ministries, is to
inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to duty, courage, and sacrifice among schoolchildren, and
the participation of youngsters in nation-building, officials said.

PTI Updated: Sunday, September 22, 2024, 11:17 AM IST

File Photo

New Delhi: A poem on the National War Memorial and a chapter on India-Pakistan war
martyr Abdul Hameed have been included in the NCERT's Class 6 curriculum from this

academic session, officials said on Friday.

Objective Of The Initiative

The objective of the initiative, jointly undertaken by the defence and the education
ministries, is to inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to duty, courage and sacrifice
among schoolchildren and the participation of youngsters in nation-building, they said.
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Mumbai: NCERT's Proposal To Include Class 9-11 Marks In Class 12 Board
Results Divides Principals...
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"The poem 'National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled
'Veer Abdul Hameed' honours the braveheart Abdul Hameed, who made the supreme
sacrifice fighting for the country during the India-Pakistan war of 1965 and was

(posthumously) awarded the country's highest gallantry award Param Veer Chakra," a
senior official said.

Read Also

NCERT Removes Preamble From Several Class 3, 6 Textbooks

About The National War Memorial

The National War Memorial was set up in 2019 to inculcate a sense of high moral values,
sacrifice, national spirit and belongingness in each citizen and pay a befitting tribute to the
soldiers who laid down their lives defending the nation.

"As part of an action plan initiated towards branding the National War Memorial as an

iconic national monument, the Ministry of Defence has collaborated with the Ministry of
Education to add the memorial and related references or material in the curriculum," the
official added.
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Image for representation

The state government is mulling over changing the Maharashtra

State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(MSBSHSE) curriculum on the lines of the Central Board of

Secondary Education (CBSE). Still, the idea has not gone well with

education activists who claim that it is inappropriate to implement

the syllabus based on CBSE pattern, as it will kill regional

languages.

Although the curriculum plan of the state education department for

Classes III to XII has not been finalised yet, activists have raised

concerns over the possible shift. They argue that if the National

Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) prepares

the state board syllabus, it will negatively impact students studying

in a medium other than English.
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The announcement

Maharashtra School Education Minister Deepak Kesarkar recently

announced that the curriculum will be implemented based on the

CBSE pattern for the next academic year in the State Board schools,

and accordingly, books will be designed.  Against this backdrop,

diverse perspectives are being expressed in the educational

sector. The school curriculum will be restructured based on the new

National Education Policy.  For this, the State Council of Educational

Research and Training (SCERT) prepared and announced the

syllabus for classes III to XII.  About 3,900 objections and

suggestions have been filed on this proposal by education experts

and scholars. 
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Not a welcome move

Heramb Kulkarni, a teacher representative said, "In the state, after

SCERT prepares the syllabus, the textbooks are to be prepared by

the Bal Bharati. However, the syllabus has not been finalised yet.

Earlier there was an attempt to introduce the textbooks given by

NCERT. The decision is being taken in response to the growing

demand for CBSE schools. At the same time, there is confusion

about what will happen in schools in the state. Although this

preparation is being done to produce students who prepare well for

the competitive exams, many people have expressed concern in

this regard. While the transition will be challenging for academically

weak students, the change is also likely to destroy the distinctive

identity of schools other than English medium.”

Anand Randhir, parent representative from Samyak Foundation,

said, "Although Marathi remains the compulsory language, parents

and those working in the education sector are concerned about the

long-term impact of this change on the state's education system.

We must save Marathi schools. It is being done only for the benefit

of CBSE and ICSE schools. But the demands of the state board and

Marathi medium schools are being completely ignored.”
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On condition of anonymity, an activist said, “The views of science

and mathematics teachers, as well as language experts teaching in

State Board schools, should be considered. In the future, the CBSE

pattern will be applied to all subjects. The potential positive and

negative impact of this on Marathi medium schools should be

considered, as this decision will reduce the number of Marathi

schools and benefit the schools of CBSE and ICSE boards such as

filling vacancies of teaching and non-teaching staff, training them,

effective implementation of RTE etc. The state government should

pay serious attention to this.”

Lack of clarity

“In the state, the books are prepared by Bal Bharati after the SCERT

determines and prepares the syllabus. However, the syllabus has

not yet been decided upon. Therefore, when some officials of the

education department inquired about what would happen when the

curriculum is implemented according to the new pattern in the

schools of the state, they said there is no clarity about it.  The

inclusion of NCERT textbooks is part of the new policy framework,

which aims to create a uniform curriculum across states. But this is

still under discussion and a final decision will be made,” said a

SCERT official on condition of anonymity.

“A time frame is being drawn up for full implementation by 2025.

NCERT textbooks will be introduced in a phased manner from

classes I to III, VIII, and IX during the academic year 2025-26.

However, history and geography State Board textbooks will

continue to be used. Only minor additions will be made," said a

school education department official, requesting anonymity.
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India's education system must prioritise learning over infrastructure
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Despite schools being �lled with students, foundational skills like basic literacy and numeracy continue to lag

Since gaining independence, India has made signi�cant strides in the �eld of education, especially in terms of infrastructure and expanding access to schools.
Classrooms now accommodate children from all walks of life, and government initiatives have succeeded in bringing millions of students into the education
system.

However, despite these achievements, a critical component remains neglected—the quality of learning. Infrastructure may be �ourishing, but the foundational
skills that students require for future success often lag behind. To understand this, imagine a farmer who diligently sows seeds in well-tilled soil, only to �nd the
harvest insuf�cient because the seeds weren’t suited to the soil.  In the same way, India's educational progress in infrastructure is commendable, but the
students’ foundational skills—the seeds of education—are still not producing the robust results we hope for.

Year after year, surveys like the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) and the National Achievement Survey (NAS) reveal a startling reality: a large proportion
of students struggle with essential skills like basic literacy and numeracy.

These are the building blocks of education, without which the entire edi�ce remains shaky. Students are spending years in school, but many are not learning at
the expected level. The alarming gap between schooling and actual learning points to a crucial �aw in the system. If foundational skills are not nurtured early
on, the bene�ts of educational progress will remain elusive, much like the farmer’s poor harvest.

The introduction of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 brings a renewed sense of hope. It promises transformative change and a shift towards a system
that values not just access to education but the quality of learning. Together with the National Curriculum Framework for Foundational and School Education,
NEP 2020 emphasizes the need to measure educational progress through well-designed assessments and to tailor interventions accordingly.

The goal is clear: to raise a generation of learners who are not only equipped with knowledge but also the critical thinking skills required to thrive in the modern
world. Research consistently shows that assessments play a transformative role in improving education. Their primary goal is not to rank students or schools
but to provide insights into where learners stand on their educational journey. By identifying what students know and can do at individual, school, and system
levels, assessments offer a roadmap for educators to develop targeted interventions that can address speci�c learning gaps.

In the quest to transform learning, large-scale assessments like ASER and NAS will be pivotal. ASER, a household-based survey, provides insights into basic
literacy and numeracy skills, while NAS offers a broader view of students’ achievement of curricular outcomes. Recently, the State Educational Achievement
Survey (SEAS) was conducted by NCERT to provide state-level insights into educational progress.

Simply generating report cards on students’ performance is not enough. The data must be used to inform policy decisions and to implement speci�c
interventions aimed at improving learning outcomes. If not, students will continue to face the same challenges year after year, with little improvement. Large-
scale assessments should be seen as the �rst step in a larger strategy to address educational inequities.

While NAS offers a broad overview of the education system, state-level assessment surveys (SAS) have the potential to zoom in on speci�c issues at the school
level. NEP 2020 recognizes the importance of these surveys and recommends that each state conduct its own census-based assessment to drive continuous
improvement. By focusing on local contexts, SAS can provide valuable insights into the unique challenges faced by individual states, enabling more targeted
interventions.

However, the effectiveness of SAS depends on how well states de�ne their objectives. To make SAS truly impactful, states need to align their assessment
frameworks with clear objectives. A well-designed assessment should consider the needs of the educational system at the state level, and the data collected
should be used to support and improve schools, rather than ranking them. India’s states would do well to ensure that all stakeholders in the education system—
teachers, school administrators, and district-level educators—are trained in data use and analysis.

The road ahead is challenging, but the promise of census-based state assessments is transformative. By monitoring student progress and providing data-driven
insights, SAS can reshape India's educational landscape. When combined with national-level assessments like NAS, SAS has the power to create a more
responsive, equitable education system. With a strategic approach and strong governance, India can ensure that every student has the opportunity to thrive.

The writer is a Research Fellow at Australian Council for Educational Research (India) and a former Senior Academic Consultant at NCERT and Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India. Views are personal. Inputs by Dr Priyanka Sharma, Director ACER (India)
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