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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during September 2024.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT,NewDelhi
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Hindwstan Times , 1 Seprombor 202y

English, and India’s
legacy of languages

enyan Nobel Laureate professor
Wangari Maathai once told me
that it was only the colonial rul-
ers who truly understood the
importance of a language. That is why it is
the first thing they took away. In India,
the undisputed architect of this colonial
policy was Lord Thomas Babington
Macaulay (1800-1859), who, in 1834,
joined the Supreme Council to govern
India. His policy to impose English on the
“natives” was so spectacularly successful
that the British could well have put his
statue in the canopy at India Gate!

Interestingly, Macaulay almost did not
succeed in his mission. The
Committee of Public Instruction
set up by the British had been
deadlocked for some time
because it was divided five
against five. One set of five
members wanted education in
India to be based on what were -
then recognised as classical lan-
guages — Sanskrit, Persian and-
Arabic; the other five wanted
elementary education to be in the “ver-
nacular” languages with English coming
in at the higher levels. The linguistic des- |
tiny of India fell into the lap of Macaulay
when he was made the president of the
Committee in January 1835 to break the
impasse.

He took little time to do so. On Febru-
ary 2, 1835, he recorded his infamous Min-
ute on Education, and in one rhetorical
flourish, rubbished the entire civilisa-
tional heritage of India. Macaulay was
convinced that English was the language
of a supérior civilisation, and that the cul-
ture of the natives was not only primitive

but beyond redemption. How could the
British teach at public expense, he asked,
“medical doctrines which would disgrace
an English farrier — astronomy which
would move laughter in the girls at an
English boarding school — history
abounding with kings thirty feet high and
reigns thirty thousand years long — and
geography made up of seas of treacle and
seas of butter.”

It was the most uninformed caricature
of the achievements and refinements of

the great Indian civilisation. Macaulay

knew that his absolute and superficial
condemnation could be challenged by the
researched appreciation by some

Sir William Jones, Sir John Shore
and others, who had founded the
Asiatic Society. In 1786, Jones had
declared that “the Sanskrit lan-
guage, whatever be its antiquity,
is of a wonderful structure: More
perfect than Greek, more copious
than Latin, and more exquisitely
refined than either.” But Macau-
lay couldn’t care less because his real
intent was different: “We must at present
do our best to form a class who may be
interpreters between us and the millions
we govern: A class of persons, Indians in

‘blood and colour, but English in taste, in

opinion, in morals, and in intellect.”

He succeeded beyond his wildest imag-
ination, for he already had powerful allies
among the ruled. On December 11, 1823,
the great Sanskrit scholar and reformer,
Raja Ram Mohan Roy, had written a peti-
tion to governor-general Lord Amherst
against the teaching of Sanskrit: “The San-

skrit language”, he wrote, “so difficult that

of his own previous peers, suchas -

4 No 2.
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As we emerge from Macaulay’s legacy, we are still adrift from our mother tongues
and retain a sense of heenta or inferiority about our own languages AP |

almost a lifetime is necessary for its per-
fect acquisition, is well known to have
been for ages a lamentable check on the
diffusion of knowledge.” In time, what did
emerge was an English-speaking elite,
largely restricted to the administrative
and professional classes, and an army of
clerks who knew rudimentary English.
The Webster dictionary still defines a
babu as “a native clerk who writes
English”. The writer Bankim Chandra
Chatterjee wrote caustically in 1873: “The
babus will be indefatigable in talk, experts
in a particular foreign language, and hos-
tile to their mother tongue... (they) will
consume water at home, alcohol at
friends’, abuses at the prostitutes’ and
humiliation at the employers”,

This is not a diatribe against English,

an international language we could bene- |
fit from, buta background to how it came
to play such a dominant role in post-colo-
nial India. .

As we emaerge from Macaulay's legacy,
we are still adrift from our mother |
tongues, andretain a sense of heenta or |
inferiority to our own languages. Thereis |
also the new danger that we may fall into
the trap of pitting one Indian language
against another. The answer to this threat
is to respect all our languages, for there is
perhaps no other country in the world
which has a linguistic heritage asrich as
ours.

Pavan K Varmais author, diplomat, and
former Member of Parliament (Rajya Sabha).
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“Pradhanss letter to CM
was primarily about
signing PM-SHRI MoU’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Ministry of Edu-
cation has clarified that Un-
ion Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan’s letter to Tamil
Nadu Chief Minister M.K.
Stalin on Friday primarily

. pertained to the Centre’s
.appeal to the latter to sign
the Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MoU) for im-
plementing the PM-SHRI
scheme.

Mr. Pradhan had written
to Mr. Stalin following the
Chief Minister’s letter to the
Prime Minister on August
27 seeking the release of
funds under the Samagra
Shiksha (SS) to Tamil Nadu
for FY 2024-25.

In response to The Hin-
dus article on Saturday,
‘Education Ministry asks
T.N. to sign PM-SHRI MoU
to get Samagra Shiksha
funds’, a spokesperson
from the Union Ministry
said, “The story about Un-
ion Education Minister’s
letter to the TN Chief Minis-
ter regarding the signing of
the PM SHRI MoU is mis-
leading because it is sug-
gesting a gquid pro quo,
which is incorrect... The

The Union Education

Ministry said a story

about the letter to
Stalin was misleading

letter is primarily about the

“PM SHRI MoU and possibil-

ities under the NEP 2020,
more so in the context of
encouraging the use of Ta-
mil as a medium of instruc-

. tion, and not about signing

the MoU for SS funds...”
The spokesperson furth-
er said, “This distortion of
facts is undesirable and far
away from the central mes-
sage in the correspon-
dence” Mr. Pradhan had
stated in the August 30 let-

. ter that for FY 2024-25, Rs

4305.66 crore has been ap-
proved under Samagra
Shiksha for Tamil Nadu.

Mr. Stalin had stated in
his August 27 letter that first
instalment of Samagra
Shiksha funds for FY 2024-
25 had not been released
for Tamil Nadu.

'The Ministry has not res-
ponded to The Hindu’s qu-
eries on whether the Cen-
tral share of the first
instalment for the SS
scheme had been released.
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0, who got there first? Was it Isaac
Newton? Or was it Gottiried Leib-
niz? This had led to one of the
ugliest spats in the scientific com-

- munity, in the early 18th century,
With supporters of Newton claiming he
was the first to discover calculus, and
those in the Leibniz camp saying that this
was ridiculous, it was Leibniz who had
cracked caleulus first.

X Four hundred years later, with pas-
sions having long cooled after neutral
observers reached the conclusion that
both Newton and Leibniz had discovered
@}lculus independently — Leibniz begin-
ning with integration and Newton with
differentiation — there are now claims
that perhaps it was Madhava from Kerala
“h_n had got there before both Newtonand
vlmbniz sometime in the 14th century.

Kerala School Of Mathematics
A recent publication, titled ‘The Secret
Lives of Numbers: A Global History of
ics & Its Unsung Trai 3
by Kate Kitagawa and Timothy Revell has
Ppiqued the interest of the Western world.
- “Theancient Greeks are put on a pedestal
as somehow being the originator of mod-
ern mathematics, yet so much of what is
now incorporated into our global knowl-
edge comes from many other places too,
including ancient China, India and the
Arabian peninsula,” write Kitagawa and
Revell in the prelude to their book.

So, determined to give credit where it
is due, the writers dwell at length on the
brilliant mathematician Madhava, who
wasborn inavillage in central Kerala in
1340. “And what was needed to deduce

= these formulas (that Madhava wrote)?”
ask the writers. “Calculus. Or certainly
the basics of caleulus,” they conclude.

International Recognition
In recent years, the international com-
. Munity hasbegunto recognise Madhava’s
contributions, renaming several mathe-
matical theorems in his honour, such as
the Madhava-Leibniz series on infinity.
Back home though, there’s been little ef-
fort to protect and retrieve Madhava's
works, which could be vital for future

* explorations in mathematics.

However, over the past 12 years, @
gradual but persistent movement has
begun in Kerala, spearheaded by a

= groupof academics whoare rying
fo recover Madhava's writings on
Ppalm leaves and making them ac-
Dessiple for future scholars.
Litty Chacko, a Malayalam
teacher at St Joseph College, Irin-
jalakkuda, leads this movement,
supported by her former col-
leagues, Aneesh EM, a teach-
er of zoology, and Mangalam-
mal NR, a retired mathemat-
ics professor: Their quest to
understand Madhava's life
and work is opening new av-
enues in the study of mathe-
matical history.

_ “It was Madhava who deter-
mined the value of Pi up to 10
decimal places. [Pi is the ratio
of acircle’s circumferencetoits
diameter:.] Mathematics until

then existed in finite series; it
was Madhava who introduced
the concept of an infinite se-

* Madhava:
. India's
! Newton?

A new book claims that 14th-century maths whiz Madhava's
formulas would not have been possible without basic
calculus, even though Isaac Newton and Gottfried Leibniz
are considered the fathers of modern calculus

CALCUL

Did

ome Qut Of

ries. Additionally, sine and cosine
tables were affirmed by the theorems
of Madhava, decades before New-
ton, Leibnizand Copernicus,”
says Chacko.

Wrote 8 Books, 3 Missing

been found so far. His remaining works,
including a work called ‘Golavada’ that
his dis¢iples consider his magnum opus,
have not been traced yet.

Recently, Chacko authored a book ti-
tled ‘Sangamagrama Madhavante Randu
Krithikal (Two Works of

ship,” says Ancesh. He says, as azoologist,
he contributed to the research by develop-
ing techniques to ensure that the palm
leaves featuring Madhava’s works remain
accessible for future generations. An-
eesh’s team is using techniques from ar-

But Madhava's contri-
butions tomathemat-
ics went largely
unrecognised for
centuries. Accord-

Madhava)’ which was published by the
National Book Trust. This features, for
the first time, Madhava’s work Lagnapra-
karanam. The team of academics found
the manuscript at an antique seller's in

toascertain ageof
the materials they’ve collected. “We've
also developed materials using nanopar-
ticles in our lab to preserve the palm
leaves without affecting the text written
on them,” says Aneesh, who currently
works at the department of zoology, Uni-
versity of Calicut.

MATHEMATICIAN

& ASTRONOMER

MADHAVA SERIES | Madnava
devewped aninfinite serles expansion
"for {rigonometric functions such.as
sine, cosine, and arctangent, which are
similar t the _mude'rn-day Taylor series.
These expansions were groundbreaking
in the study of trigonometry and

Jaid the foundation for further
adwncements in the discipline.

FINDING APPROXIMATE VALUE
1 | His works provided a series

for ca“:u]aﬁng 1 (P1) which converges

to the true value of m faster than

the method used by ancient Greeks.

A specific series for m, which later

became famous as the _Gregury-\.exbmz

series, Was originally discovered

by Madhava. :

US FOUNDATIONS |
ﬁgﬁ'ﬁ%s ‘work laid the groundwork
for the development of calculus,
predating similar work in Europe by
a few centuries. The Madhava serles
provides 2 foundation for calculus,
which, very broadly, is the study of
continuous change and a bedrock in
mathematics.

KERALA SCHOOL OF
‘MAgl'AHEMATlCS | Madhavais
.. conisidered the founder of the Kerala
School of Mathematics, whose disciples
cotinued to develop and refine his
mathematical ideas for centuries.
VRAGK,

g

ematics, astronomy and Sanskrit. “In
ancient India, mathematics was not an
indivigual subject; it was always com-
Dbined with concepts of astrology and as-
tronomy. Understanding the meaning of
Madhava’s works requires expertise in
mathematics, Sanskrit, and Jyotisa (as-
trology/astronomy),” says:

Watching Stars From A Temple

Atlrinjadappilly Mana in Kallettumkara
nearIrinjalakkuda, where Madhava prob-
ablylived, tales of his achievements are
‘popular even today, Chacko says. Locals

ing to historical ac- Irinjalakkuda in 2018. They also found

counts, Madhava some other manuscripts with the same

founded the Kerala seller: These are comu ies on astron-
School of Astronomyand ~ omy, purportedly written by Madhava.

Mathematics and is c.redr
ited with writing eight
books, though only five have

“We could undertake this long re-
search partly due to our curiosity about
the subject and partly due to our friend-

the math-

gmatic‘mn in the group, says that decipher-
ing the available work they have found
would require a larger team of experts

temple here. “In Nandinagiri script, it

1 er te £ ‘written that this peeth (seat) was used by
acrossmultiple domains, includingmath- ~ Madhava for his space observations, but

E SUM OF FINDINGS: (Above) UGC
mairman M Jagadesh Kumar examines
inscriptions ata templg‘, (left) Palm-leaf
manuscripts being studie
years,a gradual but persistent movement
has begun in Kerala, spearheaded by

that Madhava conducted his
space observations at a Shree Krishna

. Over the past 12

roup of academics, to recover Madhava's

writings on palm leaves and make them
accessible for future scholars

noattempt has been made to asm@n t}_w
period during which these stone inscrip-
tions were created,” Chacko says.

“The Crest of the Peacock: Non-Euro-

pean Roots of Mathematics', a book au-

thored by George Gheverghese Josephand

published by Princeton University, sug-
gests that Indian knowledge systems, in-
cluding Madhava's works, likely travelled
0 pe ugh Christian missi es
who arrived from the West. Joseph cites
several instances of Jesuits from Euro-
‘pean nations who sought assistance: from
Brahmins and the Cochin royal family in
{ranslating Sanskrit manuscripts into
European languages.

“This knowledge acquisition began
with the very arrival of Jesuits in Kerala. *
The translation of local sciences intoEu- |
ropean languages before their transmis-
sion to Europe was epitomised by Garcia
da Orta's popular work, ‘Colloquios dos
simples e drogas he cousas mediginas da
India’, published in Goa in 1563. There
may have been other, similar publications
that remain inaccessible, possibly due to
linguistic and nationalistic reasons,”
writes Joseph in his book.

ccording to reséarchers, Indiahas yet
to develop detailed cataloguing systems
like those found in libraries abroad, and
many working in this field lack the knowl-
edge and skills in archival management.
“Managing archives in our country re-
mains a significant barrier to our re-
search. There is an urgent need to develop
expertise inmanuscript preservation: and
make these records accessible to the pub-
lic,” says Chacko.

The researchers say by collaborating
with the govt of India, their team is try-
ing to bring back the manuscripts of
Kerala School of Astronomy and Math-

ematics to India. “I am aware that librar-
ies in Germany, the Vatican and Lisbon
have huge collections of manuscripts
from Kerala, especially on Jyotisa. We
are sure that we will also be able to re-

trieve the ‘Golavada’, in the coming
years,” says Chacko.
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Union Minister Jayant Singh Chaudhary. (Photo/ANI)

"There are exciting times ahead": Jayant Chaudhary on
NCERTs 64th Foundation Day
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New Delhi [India], September 1 (ANI): On National Council of Educational Research
and Training's (NCERT (/topic/ncert)s) 64th Foundation Day, Union Minister Jayant
Singh Chaudhary said that NCERT (/topic/ncert) has charted an incredible journey
from 1961 and there are exciting times ahead.

Union Minister Jayant Singh Chaudhary told ANI, "NCERT (/topic/ncert) has
charted an incredible journey from 1961 and there are exciting times ahead. As an
institution, there are already many initiatives that have been undertaken."

He also said that NCERT (/topic/ncert) is undergoing constant reforms, including a
redesigned curriculum.

"So there is a constant reform, constant churn. We have to remain at the cusp of
those new changes that are happening in society, the transformative changes. As
you know, the curriculum is being redesigned, new textbooks are being
introduced. All those textbooks have integrated the latest technologies. They're all
energized textbooks. Also on the assessment side, some massive campaigns are
done," Chaudhary told ANI.

Chaudhary also said that the institution is actively working to enhance teaching
standards.

"We are constantly engaging with the institutional framework to ensure that our
teaching standards are improved. So today is the day that we celebrate our
learnings over these many years and so many issues were discussed," Chaudhary
told ANI.

NCERT (/topic/ncert) is an autonomous organisation set up in 1961 by the
Government of India to assist and advise the Central and State Governments on
policies and programmes for qualitative improvement in school education.

The major objectives of NCERT (/topic/ncert) and its constituent units are to:
undertake, promote and coordinate research in areas related to school education;
prepare and publish model textbooks, supplementary material, newsletters,
journals and develops educational kits, multimedia digital materials, etc. Act as a
nodal agency for achieving the goals of Universalisation of Elementary Education,
as per NCERT (/topic/ncert) official website.

In addition to research, development, training, extension, publication and
dissemination activities, NCERT (/topic/ncert) is an implementation agency for
bilateral cultural exchange programmes with other countries in the field of school
education. (ANI) 7
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SCERT hosts 51st RSBVP, showcases young talent

By Daily Excelsior - September 1, 2024

' SCERT \

-

Excelsior Correspondent

Q JAMMY

Rajya Stariya Bal Vaigyanik Pradarshani (RSBVP), here today.

Aug 31 : The State Council of & E | Research and Training (SCERT), Divisional Office Jammu, hosted the 51st

Prof Parikshat Singh Manhas, Director JKSCERT graced the occasion as the chief guest at the valedictory function, He praised the
students for their remarkable creativity and encouraged them to keep pushing the boundaries of scientific knowledge. He also
expressed deep appreciation for the teachers, acknowledging their pivotal role in the event's success and inspiring everyone
present with his visionary leadership.

Sponsored by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), New Delhi, the event was inaugurated by Prof
Sindhu Kapoor, Joint Director JKSCERT, Jammu, alongside NCERT representatives Dr Jubilee Padmanabhan and Dr Sudesh
Kumar, both Associate Professors and eminent educationists.

In her opening remarks, Prof Sindhu Kapoor praised the efforts of students and educators, emphasizing SCERT's commitment
to fostering scientific passion and innovation.

Ashwani Kumar Khajuria, Associate Professor at GCW Kathua, delivered an expert lecture on “Millets for Health and Sustainable
Planet,” aligning with the exhibition’s theme and highlighting the role of science in global challenges.

This was followed by the exhibition of various projects by the participating students, which were evaluated by a panel of
experts, including Raj Kumar Chadha, Coordinator at the Directorate of Samagra Siksha, Dr Jagjeet Singh, Associate Professor at
GDC Udhampur, Dr Rawan Kumar, Associate Professor at GCW Gandhi Nagar, Jammu, and Dr Jyoti Malhotra, Senior Lecturer at
the Directorate of School Education, Jammu.

The event followed a rigorous selection process starting in July this year, with 1400 models showcased across 98 zones in
Jammu division. Out of these, 500 advanced to the district level, and 50 were selected for today’s exhibition. The top 15 models
will represent the region at the national level.

The exhibition, themed “Science and Technology for Society,” featured diverse projects, from innovative experiments to
theoretical research.

Arti Gupta, Assistant Professor, delivered welcome address . The event was com8eered by Manisha Chun with the assistance of
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Senior Academic Officer Dr Rohini Sharma.
The event concluded with distribution of certificates of participation for students. Event coordinator Monika Dogra presented

formal vote of thanks.

Daily Excelsior

https://www.dailyexcelsior.com
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assistant teachers and 2524 posts of lecturers are vacant. Out of
56333 schools run by the government, more than 300 schools are
without teachers, while 5500 schools have only one teacher and
3978 primary, middle, high and higher secondary schools are
being run in the same campus.

The Constitution directs the government to provide education to
every school-age child in his or her residential area. If this directive
is to be followed, then construction of new school buildings and
filling up vacant teacher posts should be the priority of any
government. But how can such a priority be on the agenda of the
BJP government? Here, 10-15 thousand teachers are retiring
every year, and these posts are being abolished silently.

Instead of building new school buildings, renovating old ones and
recruiting teachers, the BJP government is running a campaign to
close schools and transfer teachers in the name of rationalization.
Rationalization is the favorite pastime of the BJP, which wants to
turn a blind eye to the real challenges of school education. This
campaign of the BJP government has been strongly opposed by
all the teachers’ organizations of the state and the Madhyanh
Bhojan Majdoor Ekta Union (CITU).

In the previous BJP rule, more than 2000 schools were closed in
the name of rationalization. Almost all of them were in rural areas
and the victims were thousands of rural children who were left out
of the education sector due to the distance of other schools from
the village and due to gender discrimination among girl students.
Now in the new “Saayn-Saayn” rule of BJP, 4077 more schools
are being closed. It is being told that the number of students
registered in these schools is less than 10. Thus, more than 35000
children are being excluded from school education. Needless to
say, almost all the children will be from rural areas, tribal areas
and economically weak children. Along with this, teachers will be
transferred from one place to another on a large scale by opening
a ‘transfer industry’.

But the impact of such rationalization will not only fall on children
and 1 == English ers working in thesgschools who
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prepare mid-day meals and sanitation workers who have been
deprived of minimum wages till date, will also be its victims,
despite this these works remain the support of their livelihood.
With the closure of these schools, more than 12000 mid-day meal
and part-time sanitation workers will become unemployed, who
have no other means of permanent/regular employment. These
workers will now increase the army of rural unemployed, or will
migrate to cities in search of some other work and will be forced to
become urban daily wage laborers. The BJP had promised in its
2023 election manifesto that the honorarium currently being given
to mid-day meal workers will be increased by 50 percent, but even
after 10 months, no work has been done in this direction. Yes, they
are definitely being laid off. It is clear that the BJP government
does not have any agenda to protect the work and livelihood of
these workers.

The Madhyanh Bhojan Majdoor Ekta Union (CITU) patron Sameer
Qureshi said that a memorandum has been submitted to the Chief
Minister apprising him of these concerns of the union and along
with cancelling the rationalization process, a demand has been
made to regularize these workers and pay them minimum wages.
He said that CITU is trying to create a big movement by bringing
together the parents, teachers and villagers of the affected
schools.

In the previous Congress rule, an innovation was made in the
name of Swami Atmanand Schools with the aim of establishing
centers of excellence in every block of the state, which tried to
create an alternative to private schools. The general public was
attracted to these schools on a large scale. But the BJP has never
been in favour of these schools. Now, after the BJP has come to
power, these centers of excellence are bound to die a slow and
unannounced death. A crisis of adequate teachers has been
created in these schools, along with this, a lack of means to create
quality education is being created.

In the government schools of the state, children are being given
free education. but children from first to fifth standard are being
N L4 R . . .
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costing an average of Rs. 1000. The quality of these books is also
a matter of concern. Every government school using books of
different private publishers is an indication of the same kind of
corruption that is a part of private schools. In a state where the
monthly income of 95% of the families is less than Rs. 5000 and
the average purchasing power is Rs. 2446 for rural families and
Rs. 4483 for urban families, this unbearable burden on parents
and the students who are out of the field of education due to this
can be easily imagined. The report released last year by “ASER”
shows that 13.6% children up to the age of 15 in Chhattisgarh are
not going to school. The BJP governments never thought about
why these children are out of the scope of school education.

This report of “ASER” (Annual Status of Education Report) also
highlights the reading and writing ability of school children.
According to this report, only 52.7% children of class V studying in
government schools are able to read a text of class Il level, only
22.8% children can do division and only 11.3% children can read
an English sentence. If this is the condition of the children of class
V, then one can imagine the condition of the children of lower
classes. This pathetic educational level of children is directly
related to the poor condition of school education.

Rationalization has another aspect and that is that the more
government schools are closed, the wider the doors of
privatization of education will be. According to a survey, in the last
10 years, in place of the schools closed, RSS-run schools like
Saraswati Shishu Mandir have sprung up, which are working with
the aim of saffronization of education. These schools are running
books outside the curriculum, which are prepared on a completely
unscientific approach and the concept of Hindutva and work to
make children communal citizens. According to the government
report itself, more than 2000 private schools have opened in the
last 10 years, on whose fee structure and curriculum the
government has no control.

Today, the new education policy and saffronisation of education
are closelv related and the rationalisation campaign being run by
the E =f= English art of the campaign ®f privatisation and
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saffronisation of education. As the experience of Madhya Pradesh
shows, where books written by 88 “self-styled” writers associated
with the RSS, including Dinanath Batra, which are completely
communal and casteist in their approach, have been included in
the school education curriculum and educational institutions have
been asked to buy them ; this threat of Batra is soon going to
knock at the doors of schools in Chhattisgarh as well. It has
already started from Ravi Shankar University, where the
convocation of superstitions has been started by starting courses
of Falit Jyotish and Vastu Jyotish.
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Enter a valid email

Join Our Newsletter

After strong opposition from teacher and labour organisations in
Chhattisgarh, the rationalisation drive by the BJP government has

been put on hold for the time being. But the real fight is against the

policy of privatisation and saffronisation being implemented in the
name of the new education policy, which wants to immerse the
educational world of the entire country in the darkness of
unscientific thinking and ignorance and wants to create such a
mind which takes pride in its ignorance. This policy is against the
Constitution’s directive to create a scientific education system and
to create a scientific-secular society. Therefore, the fight against
privatisation and saffronisation of education is actually a fight to
save the Constitution. Chhattisgarh, along with the entire country,
has to fight this battle.

Sanjay Parate is the Vice President of Chhattisgarh Kisan Sabha,
affiliate to AIKS.
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hat a number
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Liberal  Arts

g colleges have
mushroomed in different
parts of the country signi-
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Self-directed learning
Because Liberal Arts stu-
dents are encouraged to
think  independently,
they are more likely to
grow into self-directed
learners. To survive, let
alone thrive, in today’s

TThe Hindy

t0 pursue a diverse

of careers that includes
graphic design, human
Tresources, public rela-
tions, mediation, techni-
cal writing, education,
business and jobs that
are yet to be envisioned.
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SPJAIN ACQUIRES CALIFORNIA MIRAMAR UNIVERSITY

=

Global schools coming to India;
an Indian B-school goes global

A B-school that started

his e

SPJAIN HAS ATRI-CITY.

in Mumbai now has six - MODEL OF EDUCATION:
global campuses STUDENTS CAN STUDY
‘ ON THREE CAMPUSES.
VIKRAM CHAUDHARY NITISH JAIN, PRESIDENT,
SPJAIN GROUP

LAST WEEK, the SP Jain Group —
which runs business schools in
Mumbai, Sydney, Singapore, Dubai,
and London — announced it has
opened a campus in the US by

acquiring the California Miramar
University (CMU).

We talked to Nitish Jain, presi- &
dent of the SPJain Group, who said Fh Wil
that SPJain Global nowhas six cam-
puses, and its students have the : :
opportunity tostudyatanyofthese. the US Department of Education. What about fees? pus, there are students from 20 T

There is no change in existing  countries, but in global MBA pro-
What’s special about US campus?  Willitbe called SPJain Global? fees at the CMU, and for transfer . gramme there are mostly Indian-

Jain said that although SP Jain No, the CMU name is being students (from SP Jain Global) the origin students (in Sydney, Singa-
Global had campuses servingmost  retained. Jainsaid thattheCMUhas  detailsare being worked out. pore and Dubai). But in campuses
parts of the world, a B-school can’t averystrong brand value,which can : like London, there are a Iot of non-
turn truly global without havinga  bedilutedif another name is used.  WhatisSPJain Global famousfor? Indian-origin students on campus.
physical presence in the US.“Within B . The B-school isknown foritstri- ; ;
the US, to have a campus in San  Howmuch did SP Jainpayforit?  city model of education, wherein Is there any connection between
Hose —inthe Silicon Valley—is pos- Jain refused to divulge financial _ studentshavetheoptiontostudyin  SP Jain Global and the SP Jain
siblya jewelin the crown,’hesaid.  details of the deal. three campuses.Jain said whilethis  Institute of Management and

‘ : means more investment into edu-  Research (SPJIMR), the Mumbai-
What’s being taught here? ‘Whoall can studyat the CMU? cation, it opens up more job oppor-  based business school?

At San Jose, students can pursue Students fromanySPJainGlobal  tunities for students because they SP Jain is the name of Nitish
UGand PGinartificial intelligence, campus can take a module/semes- studyand network with the locals. Jain’s late grandfather,ashewasthe
including an MBA and MS in AL, ter any campus outside their home - patronofthe SPJIMR,and the name
These programmes are accredited campus. But to studyat the CMU,it Do these campuses have Indians?  ‘SPJain’was giventothe SPJIMR.SP
by the Distance Education Accred-  might take awhile,and would likely It depends on course/location.  Global,on the otherhand,isatrade-
iting Commissionand approvedby  be possible next year onwards. Forexample,inthe BBAatanycam-  mark owned by the SPJain Group.

18




DT&NEXT 2

Home > News > Tamil Nadu

Tamil Nadu'’s curriculum fares worse than NCERT,
says Governor Ravi

Governor RN Ravi’s comment came at a time when Tamil Nadu government is
caught in a fresh war of words with the BJP-led centre over funds

DTNEXT Bureau | 2 Sept 2024 8:26 AM

Advertisement

Tamil Nadu Governor RN Ravi

CHENNAI: Governor RN Ravi on Sunday said the quality of the state curriculum is much

worse compared to the one framed by the National Council of Education Research and
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school and KTCT girls’ higher secondary school in Chetpet, Ravi said, “The State

Board’s curriculum in Tamil Nadu is much worse compared to the NCERT.”

| visited various higher education institutions and interacted with many students in
Tamil Nadu. They have less knowledge about emerging technologies such as artificial

intelligence and robotics. | came to know that their intellectual ability was also low.”

Lauding the contribution of women, Ravi said women should play an important role in
the development of Bharat. “For the first time in a thousand years, a miracle has taken
place in history, leading to the birth of a new India. Our dreams are budding,” he said.

He asked school students to get introduced to modern entrepreneurship.

“The next 25 years are very important for the development of Bharat. There is great
energy, great personality, great passion in the country. In 2047, when the centenary of
Independence Day is celebrated, India will become a superpower. The contribution of

women’s power is essential for that, “ he noted.

Governor RN Ravi Tamil Nadu State Curriculum NCERT Comparison Artificial Intelligence In Education

Robotics
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Measuring Education Performance in India and
Suggestions for Improvement

Written By: Aaditya Tiwari

The challenges of the Indian Education system are varied. On

the one hand, there is a need for quality teachers, improved
infrastructure, appropriate curriculum, and efficient
governance structures. Conversely, an assortment of actors
is also supposed to make sense of this mesh. Mudaliar
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Commission' was established in 1952 regarding secondary
education and suggested diversifying the school curriculum,
making vocational education part of the course. Kothari
Commission?, or the National Education Commission in 1966,
was the first policy initiative by the Government of India to
streamline school education in the country. An important
recommendation was to standardise the education system
into the 10+2+3 format in India. Education became part of the
concurrent list from the state list under the Forty Second
Amendment Act, 1976, brought in during the emergency?.
National Policy of Education (NPE) was brought under the
Rajiv Gandhi Administration in 1986 (later modified in 1992).%
It launched ‘Operation Blackboard’ to improve the primary
education status across the country.Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan
under the Atal Bihari Vajpayee government made
universalising primary education a mission, and the Right to
Education was made into a fundamental right. National
Education Policy (NEP) 20205 is the latest policy intervention
brought by the Narendra Modi government after a gap of
almost three decades. The Union Cabinet adopted the
National Education Policy 2020 on July 29, 2021. The focus of
NEP 2020 is different from previous policies in that it puts a
lot of weight on the quality of education.

The vision of the policy aspires to ‘provide high-quality
education to all and thereby make India a global knowledge
superpower’®. Some of the commitments in the policy
include:’

1. Changing the school structure from the current 10+2 to

5+3+3+4 model to make learning more holistic.

22


https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.facebook.com/IndiaFoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://www.instagram.com/indiafoundation/
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://twitter.com/indfoundation
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCoa562Q8QrgTAAyqNsx36oA
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi
https://in.linkedin.com/company/india-foundation-delhi

Previous academic structure

2 4
(Agesl6-18) (Class 9 to 12)
(Agesl4-18)

3
(Class & to 8)
(Ages 11-14)

10

3
(Ages 6-16) (Class 3 to 5)
(Ages 8B-11)

1 years
(Class | & 2)
(Ages 6-8)

3 years
{(Anganwadil pre-
school/Balvatika)

(Ages 3-8)

(Source: NEP 2020)

2. Focus on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE).

3. Achieve the goal of universal foundational literacy and

numeracy in primary schools by 2025.

. Expose at least half the school and higher education
students to vocational training by 2025.

. Adopt innovative mechanisms to group or rationalise
schools by 2025.

. Ensure all students are school-ready when they enter
school in first grade by 2030.

. Prioritise bringing out-of-school children back into the
educational fold. Aim to stop further drop out from
schools and achieve 100% enrolment from preschool to
grade 12 by 2030.

. Making teacher education multidisciplinary by 2030.
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These commitments are ambitious and an uphill task given
the current state of schools in India8. 1.5 million schools,
265.2 million children, and 9.5 million teachers? are at stake,
and the economic cost of failing this demographic will be
enormous.

Peter Drucker is attributed to the quote, ‘What can’t be
measured, can’t be improved.’ India doesn’t have the
challenge of measurement per se, but it is ineffective at using
the data collected for improvement. Some multiple datasets
and indexes fail to guide policymakers in making informed
choices—for instance, the challenge of zero-enrolment
schools. Several state governments like West Bengal'® and
Arunachal Pradesh! have shut down zero-enrolment schools,
which were opened to comply with the Right to Education
policy but hadn’t seen any admission for along time. It is also
important to define objectives towards which performance is
being measured. Currently, whatever measure happens is
used to rank states and districts, and the expectation is that
a sense of competition will motivate lagging regions to
perform better. Ideally, this exercise should be able to define
factors causing a particular set of schools to outperform
other schools in the same area.

This essay examines methods currently used to generate data
and measure performance in India and explores the feasibility
of employing sixteen equity indicators12 prepared by the
National Academy of Sciences, Engineering, and Medicine in
the United States.

Existing performance measuring mechanisms:

Unified District Information System For Education Plus
(UDISE +)'3

The District Information System for Education (DISE) was
piloted in 1995 to measure and monitor the implementation of
the government scheme for primary grades. A similar
management system, SEMIS, was launched for grades 9-12 in
2008-09. A ‘Unified District Information System for
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Education’ (UDISE) was prepared by integrating DISE and
SEMIS in 2012-13. An updated version of UDISE called UDISE +
was introduced in 2018-19 with improved mapping, capture
and verification of data.

UDISE+ isn’t an index but an elaborate collection of data on
school management, student enrolment in different
categories, the number of teachers, etc. It also measures
data on various infrastructure developments, such as toilets
for girls and boys, libraries, computer labs, the Internet, etc.
UDISE+ then presents specific findings that are basic
representations of cumulative data without analysis.

National Achievement Survey (NAS)'4

NAS is a national-level survey that identifies learning level
outcomes for students in classes three, five, eight, and ten.
The purpose of the survey is to identify continuous learning
and skill gaps. The first NAS survey was conducted in 2017;
the latest was in 2021. It measured students in classes three
and five on language, math, and environmental science; class
eight kids on language, math, science, and social science;
and class ten students on language, math, science, social
science, and English.

Performance Grading Index (PGI)'®

Introduced in 2017-18, PGl was developed to provide insights
into the status of school education across India. PGl collects
data from the Department of School Education and Literacy,
MoE and the following sources:

1. Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE+)

2. National Achievement Survey (NAS) of NCERT

3. Mid-Day Meal website (MDM portal)

4. Public Financial Management System (PFMS)

5. Shagun PortalEL (This portal was launched in 2019 to

integrate .23 million education websites across India.)
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Methodology

PGl measures seventy indicators under two main categories:
outcomes and governance & management. Under the
outcomes category, there are four domains:

1. Learning Outcomes And Quality (measures nine
indicators obtained from Shagun and NAS)

2. Access (measures eight indicators obtained from UDISE +
and Shagun)

3. Infrastructure & Facilities (measures 11 indicators
obtained from UDISE+, Shagun and MDM portal)

4. Equity (measures 16 indicators obtained from NAS,
UDISE+ and Shagun)

The governance and Management category measures one
domain: governance processes (it measures 26 indicators
obtained from UDISE+ and Shagun).

Categories Domain Indicators Sub |
1. Outcomes Learning Outcomes 9

(LO)

Access (A) 8

Infrastructure & 11

Facilities (IF)

Equity (E) 16
2.Governance Governance Process 26
Management(GM) (GP)
Total 5 70

(Source: PGl 2020-21 Report)

School Education Quality Index (SEQI)'®

NITI Aayog developed the School Education Quality Index
(SEQI) to evaluate the performance of schools in states and
UTs. The index focuses on outcomes, strengths, and
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weaknesses and helps with policy interventions. The first
report was launched in 2019.

SEQI measures two categories under outcomes and
governance processes. Outcomes are further divided into
four domains.

Category 1: Outcomes

e Domain 1: Learning Outcomes
e Domain 2: Access Outcomes
e Domain 3: Infrastructure & Facilities for Outcomes

e Domain 4: Equity Outcomes

Category 2: Governance Processes Aiding Outcomes

Table 1: Summary of Index Categories and [

Category Domain in

1.1 Learning Qutcomes

1.2 Access Outcomes

1. Qutcomes
1.3 Infrastructure & Facilities for OQutcomes

1.4 Equity Outcomes

Covering student and teacher attendance,
teacher availability, administrative adequacy,
training, accountability and transparency

2. Governance Processes
Aiding Outcomes

Total

(Source: School Education Quality Index, 2019)

Challenges with current measurements:

1. The Performance Grading Index is a very elaborate
exercise, given its reliance on 70 varied indicators that
source information from multiple portals. The data used
by PGl is challenging to access, and the platform for

interacting with the index isn’t very user-friendly.
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. The National Achievement Survey interface is interactive
but has too many data points in one window. Also, the
averages are compared among districts and states; there
can be a more efficient way to compare data instead of
averages, which hides information on inequality.

. The National Achievement Survey isn’t an annual feature.
The first survey was in 2017, and the second was in 2021.
To see year-on-year growth, this survey has to be a
yearly feature. No other national survey happens at such
ascale.

. The National Achievement Survey should be used to
identify skill gaps in language, math, and science, which
will help policymakers plan and allocate resources more
efficiently.

. The equity indicators under the PGl and NAS measure the
difference in math and language performance between
scheduled caste and general category students, rural and
urban students & minorities and general category
students. Some indicators measure infrastructure
facilities for children with special needs and boy and girl
toilets. However, more than these data points are needed
to understand or measure performance and learning
outcomes gap

. UDISE+ data is elaborate regarding physical and social
infrastructure, but the interface needs to become more
user-friendly, allowing comparisons across years. It also
needs to depict the growth trajectory of the factors it
measures.

. Data on Midday Meals isn’t centrally available. Different
states provide this information differently without a
uniform format.

. Shagun Portal needs to be reworked entirely as the

interface could be better.
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9. The SchooIEducotlon Quality Index hasn’t been published
since 2019. Data management methods need to be
overhauled and made more scientific. In 2016, a group of
scientists and organisations published an article in
Scientific Data that presented guiding principles on
scientific data management. These are called the FAIR
principle, which means data should be Findable,

Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable!’.
Building Equity Indicators for India

The National Academy of Sciences, Engineering and
Medicine, US, set up a committee which came out with a
report in 2019 titled ‘Monitoring Educational Equity”®. The
report identifies 16 key indicators that may affect students’
education, such as ‘differences in the conditions and
structures in the education system’. These indicators have
been chosen to highlight gaps and their potential causes and
look for interventions to fill them. The report proposes to
measure inequities under two categories:

1. ‘Disparities in Outcomes’: to assess disparity in
academic performance

2. ‘Equitable Access to Resource and Opportunities’
The attributes of such indicators, as per the report, are:
1. Able to measure academic outcomes over time.
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2. Bring out disparity among subgroups within populations.

3. Indicators should be helpful across different geographies
and at different times.

4. Grade level appropriateness.

5. Factor in a context that impacts education.

6. Frequently produce an easy-to-understand summary of
statistics.

7. Use scientifically sound methods.

8. Include continuous inputs from relevant research or other

developments.
Disparities in Outcomes
Domain A: Kindergarten Readiness

Various studies in neuroscience suggest that around 85% of a
child’s brain development happens by the age of 6'°. The
early years of education are critical in a child’s overall
development. Proper interventions at this stage can help
bridge gaps among children from disadvantaged
backgrounds. The report suggests measuring disparity in two
skills under this domain.

1. Indicator 1: Disparity in Reading and Numeracy skills
2. Indicator 2: Disparity in Self-regulation and Attention

skills

Reading and numeracy skills can be measured using the
National Achievement Survey. While the National Curriculum
Framework, 200520 focuses on skills like discipline, attention,
etc., they must be incorporated into early childhood
educators’ training.

Domain B: K-12 Learning and Engagement

Attendance and performance in school tests are directly and
positively relevant to learning and attainment. Measuring
group differences can help narrow down the gaps.

3. Indicator 3: Disparity in attendance
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4. Indicator 4: Disparity in overall performance and being on
track to finishing schools
5. Indicator 5: Disparity in reading, math and science

scores.

Shagun portal provides attendance data and indicators the
National Achievement Survey can cover 4 & 5.

Domain C: Educational Attainment

Education is a means to better opportunities and an
improved lifestyle. Ideally, education in schools should be
able to prepare students for college and financial
opportunities.

6. Indicator 6: Disparity in graduating on time
7. Indicator 7: Disparity in readiness for after-school
opportunities like college, employment opportunities, or

armed forces.

Annual board results will be used to identify gaps in on-time
graduation. Currently, there is no mechanism to capture
post-secondary education avenues for children.

Equitable Access to Resources and Opportunities

Domain D: Extent of Racial, Ethnic, and Economic
Segregation

A child’s exposure depends on the peers they study along and
grow with. Schools in low-income areas or with most
students from low-income or disadvantaged groups tend to
perform poorly, leading to poor opportunities later.

8. Indicator 8: Disparity in the concentration of poverty or

the presence of diverse groups of students in the school.

The UDISE + surveys can capture this data. Section 12 1(c) of
the Right to Education?! promises admission to up to twenty-
five percent of the maximum capacity of seats in class 1to
economically weaker and disadvantaged children. It provides
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them with free and compulsory education until school
completion. Effective implementation of this section will
increase the diversity within schools.

Domain E: Equitable Access to High-Quality Early Learning
Programs

Pre-elementary schools play a vital role in kindergarten
readiness and the child’s overall development. Geography,
economic conditions, and family background influence
access to pre-elementary education. Access to high-quality
early learning programs can lead a child to different life
paths.

9. Indicator 9: Disparities in access to and participation in

high-quality pre-elementary programs.

The National Education Policy has focused on early childhood
education and care (ECCE). It suggests delivering high-
quality pre-elementary education by building well-
ventilated, well-designed, child-friendly, and well-
constructed infrastructure. Also, ECCE centres should be co-
located with Anganwadi (rural childhood care centre) or
existing primary schools wherever possible. This can be
incorporated and measured through the UDISE+.

Domain F: Equitable Access to High-Quality Curricula and
Instruction

Access to arigorous curriculum and quality teachers play a
critical role in a child’s learning process. Exposure to a
diverse curriculum, including science, geography, economics,
technology, laboratories, languages, art, and history, makes
students well-rounded. A single teacher can inspire an entire
classroom, but there needs to be conclusive evidence on
what teacher traits contribute to student achievement and
outcomes. Experienced and more qualified teachers should
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be distributed equitably rather than in a concentrated

manner.

10. Indicator 10: Disparities in access to experienced and
qualified teachers in diverse subjects.

11. Indicator 11: Disparities in access to and enrolment in
rigorous coursework like programs and international
baccalaureate.

12. Indicator 12: Disparities in curricular breadth with
absence in availability of subjects like economics,
geography, etc.

13. Indicator 13: Disparities in access to high-quality

academic support like tutoring.

Indicators 10, 12, and 13 can be easily measured using the
UDISE+ and database. For Indicator 11, state governments or
CBSE can take the initiative to adapt to rigorous curricula
phase by phase.

Domain G: Equitable Access to Supportive School and

Classroom Environments

Physical and emotionally safe environments address a child’s
socio-emotional and academic requirements. While there is a
focus on building safer infrastructure, more emphasis has to
be placed on supportive environments by providing access to
counselling staff, social services, etc.

14. Indicator 14: Disparities in school climate regarding
perception of safety, support, trust, etc.

15. Indicator 15: Disparities in non-exclusionary discipline
practices like suspensions and expulsions

16. Indicator 16: Disparities in non-academic support for

student success

Indicator 14 can be measured by adding it to the National
Achievement Survey. It can also be measured by involving
school management committees. Indicator 16 can be
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measured through the UDISE+. However, the available data
sources have no mechanism to measure indicator 15.

Conclusion

National Education Policy 2020 talks of Socio-Economically
Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) like the scheduled castes,
tribes, minorities, children with special needs and women as
underrepresented, cutting across all inequities. It mentions
the disparity due to lack of access, quality of good schools,
teachers and poor infrastructure. As the Indian economy
grows, these disparities have to be reduced. The current
education system will provide the bedrock that India requires
for the skilled workforce; if attention is not paid to building an
equitable landscape, India might face unintended
consequences. Hence, it must improve performance
measurement in school education and build indicators
enabling policymakers to make informed decisions.

Author Brief Bio: Aaditya Tiwari is a governance and
sustainable development professional who graduated from
SIPA, ColumbiaUniversity. He has a decade of experience in
India’s development sector, including roles at think
tanks,political administration, and the UN.
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NCERT working as RSS arm, assaulting
Constitution, says Jairam Ramesh

Story by mid-day online correspondent ¢ 2mo « 2 min read

L NcerT working as RSS arm, assaulting Constitution, says Jairam Ramesh
© Provided by Mid-Day

O n Monday, Congress leader Jairam Ramesh alleged that the
institution has been functioning as an RSS affiliate since 2014
and is mounting an assault on the Constitution.

Amid the row over revision of NCERT textbooks, in a post on X,
Jairam Ramesh said the National Testing Agency has blamed the
NCERT for the “grace marks’ fiasco in NEET 2024.
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Jairam Ramesh alleged that is only drawing attention away from the
NTA's own abject failures.

"However it is true that the NCERT is no longer a professional
institution. It has been functioning as an RSS affiliate since 2014. It
has just been revealed that its revised Class XI political science
textbook criticises the idea of secularism as well as what it considers
policies of political parties in this regard. NCERT s objective is to
produce textbooks, not political pamphlets and propaganda," the
Congress leader said.

"NCERT is mounting an assault on our country’s Constitution in
whose Preamble secularism features explicitly as a foundational pillar
of the Indian republic. Various Supreme Court judgments have clearly
held secularism to be an essential part of the basic structure of the
Constitution," Jairam Ramesh said.

Ramesh said the NCERT needs to remind itself that it is the National
Council for Educational Research and Training, "not the Nagpur or
Narendra Council for Educational Research and Training."
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"All of its textbooks are now of dubious quality vastly different from
those that shaped me in school," the Congress general secretary
alleged.

TMC leader Saket Gokhale also hit out at the NCERT, saying,
"Shameless NDA 1.0 Government" is hiding "inconvenient facts" from
students, reported PTI.

"By this logic, why teach kids about other “violent depressing things’
like the World War?" he said.

"Are BJP and Modi ashamed of their history as criminals and rioters?
Why hide the truth from students?" Gokhale asked, reported PTI.

Rejecting accusations of saffronisation of school curriculum, the
NCERT director has said that references to Gujarat riots and Babri
masjid demolition were modified in school textbooks because
teaching about riots "can create violent and depressed citizens,"
reported PTI.

In an interaction with PTI editors, National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) director Dinesh Prasad Saklani said
the tweaks in textbooks are part of annual revision and should not be
a subject of hue and cry.
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Saklani said, "Why should we teach about riots in school textbooks?
We want to create positive citizens not violent and depressed
individuals."

He added, "Should we teach our students in a manner that they
become offensive, create hatred in society or become victim of
hatred? Is that education’s purpose? Should we teach about riots to
such young children. When they grow up, they can learn about it but
why school textbooks. Let them understand what happened and why
it happened when they grow up. The hue and cry about the changes
is irrelevant,” reported PTI.

(With inputs from PTI)
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NCERT: Inculcating Indic Values

To make Bharat a source of universal knowledge, our educational textbooks need to be overhauled. We need
to inculcate Indic values that are eternal and universal. Bharatiyata needs to reflect in new textbooks
prepared by NCERT. Thankfully, NEP, which replaces outdated model prepared by Commie historians and
patronised by Congress regime, emphasises value based education
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National Council ot Educational Research and Iraining (NCER') has now started releasing the much awaited
textbooks. According to the new National Education Policy, NCERT had published the foundation stage syllabus
last year. Under this, a teacher’s aid for the Balawadi level (ages three to six) and a learning material for
children to learn by doing “Jadu Ki Pitara” were launched. Its feasibility has been tested through selected
central schools and started regularly from this year. Then Mathematics and language books for classes one and
two were released. Thus, this new academic year started with the foundation stage textbooks, teaching aids
and study materials for the first five years of schooling. Books for the world around us, Mathematics, Art,
Physical Education, along with three languages, have come for Class three.

Approach, content and structure are all important when textbooks are brought to the third stage where
subject-based learning begins. Moreover, these books are also hints of the textbooks to come in the higher
stages. National Curriculum Framework (NCF) has put forward the main changes to be made through the new
textbook, which is the emphasis on Indianness, the learning method that gives children experiential
knowledge, scientific perspective and rational thinking as eternal life values, and the possibilities of
inculcating them at the practical level. A glance at the textbooks does 100 per cent justice to NCF. Books are so
loving and caring for children. This was also the most important demand of those who wanted a modern
Bharatiya model to replace the outdated and flawed existing system. Against this backdrop, textbooks are at
once exciting and comforting.

Studying History Scientifically

We can also see the way the study of History is approached in a very scientific and comprehensive manner in
the arrangement of the lessons. The History lessons grow in a rational way like the chapters named as
timeline and source of History, (what is History, History Studies, where Human History is) and then to our
history through the topics India that is Bharatiya. We need to study everything right from the beginning of
Indian Civilisation, India’s cultural roots, unity in diversity or many in one, family and community. In this
way, the approach of the textbook is to mark History in its entirety and mark India’s place in it. Special
attention has been given to inculcate motivation and self-esteem in students by introducing Bharatiya
thought at the beginning of every lesson. The makers of the book have noticed that India’s cultural heritage is
something that needs to be experienced beyond bookish knowledge while arranging each lesson. Democracy,
debating culture, truth-seeking and experiential learning are embedded here as learning methods. Almost all
the lessons are presented in a way that inculcates curiosity and practical wisdom (hands on experience) in the
children. These textbooks have risen to a greater standard in formulating the core of the National Education
Policy envisioned to create a modern ‘Knowledge driven economic society’ by integrating Bharat's
achievements in various spheres of life, our life values and knowledge tradition.

We know that the social science textbook in the initial stages deals with History, Geography, Political Science
and Economics in an integrated way. Here, too, the content is embedded in the same manner. But all th{ A

lessons mainly go through five basic thoughts. One is gggscientific and the second is historical. Third, eacrr
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as a soclety, now Tthose values were articulated and what thelr relevance 1s today. L hrougn 1t, the new
generation not only gets knowledge about the cultural heritage of Bharat but also gets an opportunity to
appreciate it. It will surely create self-esteem in them. At every level, the child is given an opportunity to
realise his role as an individual, to understand his duties and responsibilities with a sense of rights, and duties
to understand the democratic system as a good citizen. The textbook has taken special care to create the
conviction to put this civic sense into practice at an early age. The textbook deals with the field of economics
through the Bharatiya perspective of achieving total well-being through the mutually beneficial support of
natural and human resources. It permeates through history, geography and the challenges and opportunities
of the modern age. It also creates a vision of how the global citizens of the modern age should approach it.

Grasping Our Rich Heritage

An attempt has also been made to infuse the exhortations of the great personalities and quotations from the
ancient texts in a manner which is not superfluous or obnoxious, in order to give the necessary philosophical
support to all these cases. The child also recognises that while the essence of India’s culture is on the oneness
of all (Ekam Sat Vipra Bahuta Vadanti), it is expressed through different levels. It is also discussed that India’s
intellectual heritage has been expressed in different forms such as art, literature, science, medicine, yoga,
religion, governance, martial arts, architecture, sculpture, crafts, and paintings. Outside of this expression, the
diverse philosophies of India, Samkhya Nyaya Yoga, Dvaita Advaita thought are presented in an engaging and
intriguing manner. Through these textbooks, we can see the insight of how India has progressed through the
integration of various religious practices like Shaiva, Vaishnava, Buddhist, Jain, Sikh, Sufi systems that emerged
in India, and the seeding of the sense of mission (integrating different religious and ideological thoughts in the
world) to be performed by India that is Bharat and we Bharatiya in the construction of the coming world

order.
Topics: National Education Policy National Council of Educational Research and Training Mathematics and language
History Scientifically India's cultural heritage
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'Bharat’, 'India’ to be used interchangeably in textbooks,
debate over it useless: NCERT chief

Storv bv TOI News Desk « 2mo = (73 2 min read
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P | EW DELHI: The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) will
use "Bharat" and "India" interchangeably in its textbooks, aligning with the
country's Constitution, according to NCERT director Dinesh Prasad Saklani.

This decision follows a recommendation from a high-level panel working on the social
science curriculum that suggested replacing "India" with "Bharat" in school textbooks for
all classes.

"Both words will be used in the books, and the council has no aversion to either '‘Bharat' or
'India’. It is interchangeable. Our position is what our Constitution says and we uphold that.
We can use Bharat, we can use India, what is the problem? We are not in that debate.
Wherever it suits we will use India, wherever it suits we will use Bharat. We have no
aversion to either India or Bharat," said Saklani as quoted by PTI.

He added, "You can see both being used in our textbooks already and that will continue in
new textbooks. This is a useless debate."

Last year, a high-level committee for social sciences, formed by NCERT to revise the school
curriculum, recommended that "India" be replaced with "Bharat" in textbooks for all
classes. The committee, led by C | Isaac, also suggested introducing “classical history”
instead of "ancient history" and including the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) in the
syllabus for all subjects.
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‘Use Hindi in EWS admission

Shruti Kakkar
Ietters@hlndustantlmes.cum

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court

has told the Capital's Directorate
* of Education (DoE) that notices
for admissions to academic insti-
tutions under the economically
weaker section (EWS) category
should also be posted in Hindi,
underscoring that a “dual lan-
suage approach” would prevent
instances of non-compliance due
tolanguage barriers, and ensure
accessibility of rights and oppor-
tunity under law to disadvan-
taged groups,
, A bench of justice Swarana

Kanta Sharma said that Testrict-

- cant

ing the language of the notices
to English alone leads to signifi-
barriers in communication
and compliance by those for
whom these circulars are
meant. ;

“Itis necessary that the noti-
ces/circulars issued by the
Directorate of Education should
not be restricted to the English
language alone which are meant
for admissions under EWS cate-
gory, specifically those which lay
down the guidelines and the
mandatory documents ete,
which are required to be
uploaded by the parents of such
candidates, since this leads to
significant barriers in communi-

cation and compliance by those
for whom these circulars are
meant for,” justice Sharma said
in her September 2 order.

“To ensure that all parents,
regardless of their educational
background or linguistic profi-
ciency, have equal access to cru-
cial information, it is nece
that such notices are also issued
in Hindi,” the court added.

The judge also asked DoE to
upload a video explaining the
process of applying for admis-
sions under the EWS category in
English as well as Hindj,

The court gave DoE the direc-
tion while dealing with a plea
filed bya man seeking admission

e Wy
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notice’s HC to DoE

for his son in pre-nursery under
the EWS category for academic
session 2024-25 in Indraprastha
World School.

In his petition, the man had
claimed that despite his son
being granted admission by way
of a computerised draw of lots,
the school denied admission to
his son on the ground that he did
not have a valid income certifi-
cate. :

The plea went on to addq that
he was unaware of the date of
expiry of the income certificate
as he was not highly educated,
and belonged to disadvantaged
category and financially weaker
section. o

_ Inher order, though the judge
issued directions to DoE, she

to grant admission to the
boy, noting that the child was
not eligible to apply for the same
at the time of seeking i

nish the required income certifj.
cate.

“This Court is of the opinion
that in view of the Circular dated
24.04.2024, the petitioner has
failed to produce a valiq income
certificate to the school which is
a mandatory requirement and
Prerequisite for applying for
admission under the EWS cate-
£801y," the court maintained,
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/A class act: After month of horror, children in
landslide-hit Wayanad return to classrooms

Many expressed their wish to study well and thus overcome the shock of the unexpected tragedy

WAYANAD: Theylooked fresh
in new uniforms and seemed
relieved when they reunited
with their friends after weeks,

putting behind the trauma of a
natural calamity that may have
scarred them for life.

The enthusiastic chil-
dren clapped loudly and sang
their favourite songs when
the state-run buses started to

ply with them from the dev-
astated Chooralmala’ town
to nearby Meppadi through
the winding mountain roads
on Monday morning.

It was the journey of the
children of the landslide-hit
hamlets of Wayanad to resume
their studies after 30 days after
the massive disaster shook
their lives and deprived them
of everything in life, from
schools and study material to
home and family members,
besides some of their buddies.

Two state-run schools in
the area, Mundakkai GLPS
and Vellarmala GVHSS had
suffered immense damage in
the July 30 calamity, which had

*Iio claimed the lives of several

Highlights

o ‘Temporary dusroorns were set up for 1hém in I'ng '
govermment hlgher secondury school ancf cf ihe
panchayat community hall in neqrby Mgp :

- » Over 600 children of Mmduld:quund '
schools restarted their sﬂ.rdies urf
_and festivities on Monduy o

» Two state-run schools in the area, Mmdaldmt GLPS cmd
Vellarmala GVHSS had suffered immense damage in
' the July 30 calamity, which had also claimed the lives of

The Kerala government, umlér the nusplcs of the General Education
Department, had made arrangements to resume the studies of the

surviving children

PIC/REPRESENTATIONAL

children who studied there.
As over a month passed
after the landslides devastated
the interiors of the hill district,
the Kerala government, under
the auspices of the General
Education Department, had

made arrangements to resume

the studies of the surviving
children.

Temporary classrooms
were set up for them in the
government higher secondary

school and at the panchayat

-

community hall in nearby
Meppadi.

Thus, over 600 children of
Mundakkai and Vellarmala
schools restarted their studies
amid colourful ceremonies and
festivities on Monday.

Many children expressed
their wish to study well and
thus overcome the shock of the
unexpected tragedy.

Mohammed Shahid, a Class
VI student, was seen happily
seated in one of the buses with

A
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several children who s‘ludled there

his fnends

“I want to study well. That’s
my hope while resuming the
studies;” he said with a smile.

Ahalya, another student,
also shared the happiness of
restarting studies, but Ajmal,
a Class IX student, said he
did not know whether he was
happy or not at the moment.

“If you are asking me
whether I am happy now, [ am
not,” he said and stared out of
the window.

One of the parents said
while their locality may be

A

small one, there was no need
for them to go outside for
anything.

“Everything was here, from
school and bank to post office...
It is for the first time that these
children are going out for their
study requirements. Let them
adapt to the new circumstances
and go ahead,” she said.

"The children of Vellarmala
and Mundakkai were given a
grand welcome on Monday
at Meppadi, located some 10
kilometres away from the land-

slide-hit areas. AGENCIES ’
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AUM of NBECS

to top _TG0,000 crore this fiscal

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
MUMBAI, SEPTEMBER3

AFTER Arobust growth of over 80
per centand 70 per cent in fiscals
5023 and 2024, respectively, ed-

ucation loan assets under man- 3

agement (AUM) of non-banking
finance companies(NBFCs)is ex-
pectedtogmwatahea_lﬂiyclipof
40-45 per cent to cross Rs 60,000
crorein the current fiscal fromRs
43,000 crore in FY2023-24, ac-
cording toa Crisil report.
Education loans, primarily
those to fund courses overseas,
will continue to be among the
fastest-growing segments for
NBFCs because of rising demand
for higher education, Crisil said.
Ontheassetquality front, metrics
should remain stable despite
counhy-spedﬁcconcems.a(:risil
Ratings analysis indicates, it said.
According to RBI data, educa-
tion loan outstanding of banks
was Rs 1,23,066 crore as of July

2024. The number of Indian stu-,

dents studying abroad is esti-
matedto havedoubledinthe past
fiveyearstoaround 134lakhasof
last fiscal. “Only a tenth are being
funded by these NBFCs, and even
including education loans by

e e

rimarily those tofund
' continue tobeamong
thefastest-growing
- segmentsfor NBFCs
ecause of rising
Jemand for hight
_"eﬁucatioti.crisil'sai_d,

banks, the financed quantum is
not much higher,” Crisil said.
“\What that indicates is that a
large portion of overseas educa-
tion is being funded through al-
ternative means — informal fi-
nancing, self-funding, or perhaps
other forms of loans. That shows

education loan companies have

signiﬁmntheadroomforgmwﬂl
Rising ticket sizes because of as-
cending tuitionfees, inflationand
living expenses are also tail-
winds,” said Ajit Velonie, Senior
Director, Crisil Ratings.

It said strong micro-marketin-
telligence and fast turnaround
times have allowed NBFCs to
carve outanichein the education
loans space.
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“Their specialised business
model —backed by strong under-
standing of relevant geographies,
courses, universities, tenures and
profiles of studentsand their fam-
ilies — affords customisation of
products, enabling better assess-
mentofemployability and risk-ad-
justed pricing," said aCrisil report.

The portfolio performance of
these NBFCs have been resilientso
far based on strong credit under-
writing, “Their 90 plus days’ past
due(dpd).fored\raﬁonloansms
0.2 percentas onMarch 31,2024,
whereasfor private and publicsec-
‘tor banks, gross non-performing
assetswere 2.0 percentand 39 per
cent, respectively. Peak quarterly
delinquency onthe vintage pool of
90plusdpd for NBFCswas also be-
Jow 1 percent,” it said.

“Additionally, prepaymentand
foreclosureratesarehigh—35-45
per cent of the loans get prepaid
during the initial moratorium pe- -
riod of typically 3 years. And most.
oftheloansarerepaidin 5-7 years
even where contractual tenure is
higher;" Crisil said. However, given
therecenthighgrowth,around 90
peroentofmeporlfmimsmnmﬂy
under moratorium. So, asset qual-
ity performance over longer term
remains to be seen, itsaid. /
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President Droupadi Murmu
on Tuesday stressed the
need to encourage research in
the education system, and said
research scholars in India are
capable of finding solutions to
the problems not only faced
by fie country but by the
world.
The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 gives
impetus to research, she noted
while addressing the 21st
convocation ceremony at
Symbiosis International
(Deemed University) in Pune.
Murmu also urged students to
pursue excellence and not to
" equate success with material
goss‘es'sions like money, a big
. house or a car. “I am confident
* that the young generation is
working hard towards the
development of the country.
People of the coundl:lfﬁpmse_ss
alotoftalent and skill. =~
“I want you to understand the
requirements of the society
and using your knowledge,
come up with solutions that
can help in the development
of the masses, especially those
who are marginalised, and it
can encourage sustainability;”
the President said.
Through the government

Y Septembo Dony
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Research should be encouraged in
education system: President Murm

schemes, like Start-Up India,
Skill India and Stand-Up
India, the young generation
can achieve its aims, she said.
“T would like to tell everyone
here that research should be
encouraged in the education
system. Research scholars
from India are capable of
finding solutions not only to
the problems within  the
country but from the world.
In the National Education
Policy, the research has been
given impetus,’ the President
added.”

The . President urged
professors, faculty members,
and alumni of Symbiosis
University to  promote
research in the education

system.
Years of research lead to new

inventions and provide new
solutions to challenges, the
President noted, adding that
multi-disciplinary  research
centres are working in many
areas,  including  water
resource management, stem
cell, nano-science, and climate
change at Symbiosis
University.

The  President  advised
students to try to achieve
excellence in every task.

“You must have heard the
saying ‘Chase excellence and
success will follow'. But many
times it happens that some
people consider having more
money, a big house, a big car,
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and other things as a sign of
success,” she said. Murmu
expressed confidence that
students will understand the
true meaning of success and |,
undertake work which will |
also improve the standard of
living of others. Students can
bring a positive change in the
country and abroad with their
personaligr and knowledge,
she said. “Students can mﬁ(e
effective contributions in
management, healthcare, law,
social sciences, and other
fields through innovation,
artificial intelligence, and
machine learning,” she said.
The President urged students
to understand the culture of
different communities and
regions in India and their
needs. :
Based on this knowledge of
regions and communities,
students  should  create
software, healthcare products,
and marketing strategies that
help in the development of
everyone, especially the
underprivileged sections, and
also promote sustainability,
the President said.

Initiatives like Start-up India,
Skill India, Make in India and '
Digital India will also help
students in achieving their
goals.




Citation manipulation is
undermining research integrity

As institutions chase rankings, the very foundation of scientific inquiry is at risk,
calling for urgent reforms in how research quality is assessed and rewarded

- he mushrooming of
I predatory journals, fake
research publications,

and manipulated citations

compromises the integrity of

academic research. In the lat-
est NIRF 2024 rankings, seri-
ous concerns were raised
regarding the dropping rank-
ing of many prestigious
national institutions. Many
mediocre institutions climbed
to a higher level than institu-
itions of national repute.
‘Though the purpose of
accreditations and rankings is
to improve the quality of
each institution through a
competitive spirit, one major
point of concern is that many
institutions climbed the lad-
der through a single parame-
ter, the publication metrics.
The over-emphasis on publi-
cation spoils our country’s
‘academic and research envi-
‘ronment.
‘Even people who don't know
‘how to write a paper proper-
ly publish one paper per
‘month. There was a time
‘when a researcher used to
+4 publish one or two papers per
year. Even at the interna-
tional level, people have
expressed reservations about
citation metrics. In a recent
issue of Nature (published on

20th August), a team of
researchers led by Yasir Zaki
explicitly shows that a citation
black market is opcratinﬁilnc
our society. The citation blacl
market is the unscrupulous
act of exchanging citations to
enhance research articles' per-
ceived influence unduly. The
citation black market func-
tions through  the following
mechanisms,

1. Citation Cartels: Citation
cartels are groups of
researchers who agree to
quote each other's work a lot,

even if it has nothing to do -

with the current topic. These
cartels can change citation
metrics in a big way, giving
the wrong impression of how
important and influential the
study is.

2. Paid Citations: Citations
may sometimes be available
for purchase by researchers or
publications. This phenome-
non is especially widespread

in predatory publications,
which frequently give prima-
cy to financial gain above aca-
demic honesty.

To enhance their citation
counts, researchers may com-
pensate these journals to
incorporate their work into
other publications, therefore
artificially inflating their cita-
tion metrics. The study pub-
lished in the journal Nature
found that the companies
were charging $300 for 50
citations and & 500 for 100
citations.

3. Coercive Citation: Journal
editors or reviewers can also
manipulate citations by push-
ing writers to include certain
papers, usually their own, to
boost the number of citations
for specific journals or arti-
cles. This can make the peer
review process less reliable

and tilt the research towards.

certain people or groups.
Many people have been prac-
tising this to boost their sci-
entometrics level. The intense
pressure on academics to
publish frequently and in
high-impact journals drives
this booming citation black
market.

The obsession with the
impact factor as a factor of
academic or scientific excel-
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lence has incentivized citation
manipulation.

The study showed that
Google Scholar (and
ResearchGate), is manipu-
latable. Despite the conspic-
uous vulnerabilities, these are
used to judge the qua.litﬂ ofa
researcher. The ‘citation black
market’ has several detri-
mental effects on the scientif-
ic community and society.

The government should .

reconsider its reliance on
citation-based metrics, such
as the impact factor, as the
primary indicators of research
quality.
Alternative metrics, such as
article-level, open peer
reviews, and qualitative
research impact assessments,
should be explored and
adopted. Metrics evaluating
the social impact of
research—that of policy,
industry, or public under-
standing—should also be
considered. This strategy can
inspire effort in addressing
practical problems and
acknowledges the broader
benefits of research to society.
(The writer is an adjunct
faculty at the National

Institute of Advanced

Studies; views are personal)
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/HC asks DoE to issue
circulars in Hindi too -

for EWS admissions

Abhinav.Garg
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urthasaskedDirectorateof
Education to also issue in
Hindi its circulars relating
to the admission process
under the EWS category.
The court’s order came whi-
ledealing with a case where
a child was denied admis-
sion under the EWS catego-
ry because his parents were
not aware that they needed
to furnish a fresh income
certificate.

“This court observes
that the parents involved in
this case belong to the eco-
nomically weaker section
and are not well-educated as
in many other cases. They
are often unaware of the
specific requirements man-
dated by DoE regarding the
validity of an income certi-
ficate and the importance of
uploading and producing a
valid income certificate as
on the date of applying for
such admission. The situa-
tion is exacerbated by their
limited understanding of
the English language and

H s
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lack of awareness about this
strict mandate regarding
the validity of the income
certificate,” Justice Swara-
na Kanta Sharma observed.

“It is necessary that the
notices/circulars issued by
DoE should not be restric-
ted to the English language
alone, which are meant for
admissions under the EWS
category, specifically those
which lay down the guideli-
nes and the mandatory do-
cuments, etc., which are re-
guired tobeuploaded by the

‘parents of such candida-

tes,” the courtadded.
The court, however, de-
clined relief to the child
whose parents had approa-
ched it. They had sought an
order directing a private
school to admit their ward
in the nursery/preschool
class under the EWS cate-
gory. The plea alleged that
despite the child being
granted admission by way
of the computerised draw
of lots, the school denied
him admission, citing the
absence of a renewed inco-
me certificate of the peti-
tioner’s parents. 4
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eachingisanoble profession as it
I providesaplatform to personally

help thenext generation grow and
flourish. The nature of that exchange
has elements of selflessness as students
by and large receive more from their
teachers than they could give back to
them. With a young India ready to take
onthe world, teachers enjoy a steady
crop of students each year waiting for
the wind beneath their sails tofly.

With privilege comes responsibility
and so teachers need to ensure they have
reached a place where they can lift
others. Michael Polanyi, a philosopher
of science, explained a few decades ago
thateveninacademiclearningthereisa
tradition within which trust and know-
ledge transfer happens. It is thusneces-
sary for teachers to help students pass
thetest of liferather than simply meet

the academicrequirementsof theacade-
micboards. Here are a few qualities from
one of therevered teachers in history.

Availability | Ina busy world where
ahugepremium is placed on time-
teachers who have time for
theirwards aresureto
create impact. Early on in
his publiclife, Jesus was
asked by his followers,
‘Teacher, where do you
live?’ Rather than passon a

strike iron whileitishot. In another
instance, parents brought their child-
ren to Jesus on an afternoon while he
was resting. His devoted disciples sent
them away to protect their master’s
siesta, but Jesus pulled them up for
restricting the children from
comingtohim. Indeed, he was
avallable even beyond his
%, working hours.

Access | The master went
to where people were. He

factualanswer, herespon-

THE SPEAKING TREE Visited people’s homes, was

ded, ‘Come and see’. That
isan example of someone who isready

-toshare hislife and space with his

disciples. Once, areligious leader
approached him late at night and rather
than scheduling an appointment the
following day, Jesus made himself
available-at convenience of the seeker:
The underlying principle seemstobe to

hanging out with friends, had
time toattend a wedding, made break-
fast for hisdisciples and went on long
walks. He even had the audacity to visit
people who were ostracised by society:

Approachability | Even children
felt comfortable in his presence. Zaccha-
eus, aman perceived as beingdishonest,
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” Teachers Must Help Students Pass Test Of Life

feltat home in his presence. One of his
disciples said that Jesus was full of
graceand truth, That would be a striking
combination since he never compromised |
on the truth yet was most graceful. A 1
model worth emulating. ,

Authenticity | He treated all people
with equal dignity. Whether it wasa |
visually challenged man who sought '
him, or children, religiousleaders, they
hadhis attention and engagement.

While Jesusreached out and taught
hisdisciples about God’skingdom, he
emphasised character transformation.
More than knowledge transfer he
taughtinner engineering. He invited [
them toalife of deep change within. He |
talked about spiritual birth. A birth that
gives anew nature to dothat which is
rightand noble.

The writer works with Life Focus
Society
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President of India to confer National Teachers’ Award 2024
D2 to 82 selected teachers on 5th September 2024

m Posted On: 04 SEP 2024 7:33PM by PIB Delhi

Hon’ble President of India Smt Droupadi Murmu shall confer the National Teachers’ Award 2024 to 82 selected Awardees on
Sth September 2024 at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Every year, India celebrates 5th September, the birth anniversary of Dr.
Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, as National Teachers’ Day. The purpose of the National Teachers’ Award is to celebrate the unique
contribution of teachers in the country and to honour those teachers who, through their commitment and dedication, have not
only improved the quality of education but also enriched the lives of their students. Each award carries a certificate of merit,
a cash award of Rs. 50,000 and a silver medal. The awardees would also get an opportunity to interact with the Hon’ble
Prime Minister.

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, has selected 50 teachers for this year’s National
Teachers' Awards. They have been selected through a rigorous transparent and online three stages, i.e., District, State and
National level selection process by the Department of School Education and Literacy. The 50 selected teachers are from 28
States, 3 UTs and 6 Organizations. Out of 50 selected teachers, 34 are males, 16 are female, 2 are differently abled and 1
working with CWSN. In addition, 16 teachers from the Department of Higher Education and 16 teachers from the Ministry of
Skill Development and Entrepreneurship will also be awarded.

NEP 2020 recognizes that motivated, energized and capable faculty is critical for the advancement of the students, institution
and profession. It also envisages incentives such as rewards and recognition to cultivate a culture of excellence in the
education ecosystem. As such, in the year 2023, it was decided to institute two categories of awards for HEIs and
Polytechnics under the umbrella of NAT, hitherto restricted to School teachers only. The 16 select teachers are from
Polytechnics, State Universities and Central Higher Education Institutions.

Below is the list of Awardees from the Dept. of School Education & Literacy:

SL Name of the Awardee Designation School Name & Address State / UT of Org

No.

1 AVINASHA SHARMA LECTURER GMSSSS NIT 3 FARIDABAD HARYANA

2 SUNIL KUMAR LECTURER GSSS KHARGAT HIMACHAL

PRADESH

3 PANKAJ KUMAR GOYAL TEACHER GSSS GIRLS BARNALA PUNJAB

4 RAJINDER SINGH TEACHER GOVERNMENT PRIMARY PUNJAB
SCHOOL, KOTHE INDER
SINGH WALE
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HIGHSCHOOL AND JUNIOR
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Prof. Birinchi Kumar Sarma

Dr. C. Jaya Sankar Babu

Dr. A. Gandhimathi
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Prof. S.R. Keshava

Dr. Nandavaram Mrudula Babu

Prof. Nidhi Jain

Prof. Nilabh Tiwari

Prof. Parmar Ranjitkumar
Khimjibhai

Designation

Head

Professor

Associate Professor

Lecturer

Professor

Professor

Associate Professor &
Head

Professor

Head

Head

Name & Address of the Institute

School of Architecture at Christ University,

Bangalore

Institute of Agricultural Sciences, Banaras
Hindu University, Varanasi

Department of Hindi, Puducherry
University

Department of English, Polytechnic
College, Salem

Department of Computer Science and
Engineering, IIT Indore

Department of Economics, Bangalore
University

Department of Telugu, Govt. Degree
College for Women, Hyderabad

Department of Chemistry, Indian Institute
of Technology Delhi

Department of Education, Central Sanskrit
University

Department of Electrical Engineering,
Government Polytechnic, Junagadh
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HARYANA

TAMIL NADU

TAMIL NADU

MAHARASHTRA

MAHARASHTRA

State / UT of Org

Karnataka

Uttar Pradesh

Puducherry

Tamil Nadu

Madhya Pradesh

Karnataka

Telangana

New Delhi

New Delhi

Gujarat
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Maths book absent from class: Blame on
NCERT for delay in release of hard copies

Prince Ganjendra Babu, the general secretary of the State Platform for Common School System-Tamil Nadu, who is spearheading a
movement for school education reforms, said textbooks in hardcopy were essential for a child’s learning
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@The new mathematics textbook introduced by the NCERT for Class VI is

®unavailable at bookstores in several states, badly affecting the studies of children

already four months into the academic session.

®

The empanelled vendors of the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) and private bookstores in several states have yet to get the
English version of the mathematics textbook — Ganita Prakash. Some vendors

said they are yet to get the English versions of science and social sciences books.

ADVERTISEMENT

This year, the NCERT introduced new books in Classes III and VI. Its books are
followed by nearly 30,000 schools affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE). It has published language books and English versions of

textbooks of social sciences and mathematics for Class VI. In contrast, the science

book has been published in English and Hindi. None of these books has been
published in Urdu. For Class III, the mathematics book has been published in
three languages while the book, Our Wondrous World, has been published in
English and Hindi.

As of now, students of Class VI are managing with the old mathematics textbook
but for the upcoming half-yearly examinations, questions may be set from the

new book too.

ADVERTISEMENT

Popular Book Store, an empanelled NCERT vendor in Rajasthan’s Udaipur, on
Monday said all books for Class III were available and for Class VI, only Hindi,
English and Sanskrit textbooks were available. “The other books will be available

in a week,” a salesperson said.
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The situation at Cuttack in Odisha is slightly better. Jyoti Book Depot, an
empanelled NCERT vendor, and Book Land, a private store, said all books for Class

IIT and those of Class VI except mathematics were available.

The NCERT released the mathematics book for Class VI in the third week of
August, four months after classes for the current academic session started,
though other books were released by July. Sources said the members of a
committee who were supposed to write the book had delayed the draft

submission.

In Delhi, too, the new mathematics book is unavailable at several stores. Though
the NCERT has uploaded the book on its website, schools, children and parents
find hard copies convenient. “I visited several stores and did not find the
mathematics book. One store suggested I visit the NCERT campus. I visited the

NCERT’s sales counter and got the book,” said a parent.

Prince Ganjendra Babu, the general secretary of the State Platform for Common
School System-Tamil Nadu, who is spearheading a movement for school
education reforms, said textbooks in hardcopy were essential for a child’s

learning.

“In India, textbooks are considered the most important thing for learning. Access
to online content is an issue and many find it inconvenient. The NCERT should
have released the books before April. But it delayed the publishing of books by
four months. This has badly affected the learning of children,” Babu said.

He said the NCERT’s delay has benefited private publishers to sell their books.
“We see books of many private publishers for different classes. Because of the
delay, schools ask children to buy private publishers’ books. We suspect the
NCERT delayed its books to help the private publishers,” Babu said.
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This year’s Teacher’s Day celebrations carry a special resonance as they align with the enduring concerns of Dr S Radhakrishnan, who passionately
advocated for quality in education

Teacher’s Day celebrations this year are indeed special in the context of quality, which was the major concern expressed on several occasions by Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan, whose contributions are recalled with gratitude on this day every year. Necessary academic and professional preparations have been
made and the Integrated Teacher Education Programme - ITEP - has already been launched in 64 institutions. This initiative is based on the
recommendations of the National Education Policy -NEP-2020 - that after 2030 all of the pre-service teacher preparation programmes would be only of
four-year duration and all others shall be scrapped. It would be prudent to recall an earlier experiment in quality teacher preparation which was initiated in
1965 by the then-newly established organization, the National Council of Educational Research and Training - NCERT - in its four Regional Colleges (now
Institutes) of Education, located in Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, and Mysore.

It was acknowledged at the level of experts and accepted by national decision-makers that the one-year teacher preparation programmes were inadequate
in preparing quality teachers and must be replaced by the four-year integrated programmes after senior secondary. The products of these four-year
integrated courses established a distinct reputation for themselves in the education sector, and also in other professions as well. which they preferred to
join. It is indeed heartening to note that the NEP-2020 made the recommendation on ITEP based upon the solid evidence offered by the NCERT institutions.

One is convinced that the growth, development and progress of any nation wegld be a direct consequence of the quality of education it achieves.


https://www.dailypioneer.com/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/page/1
https://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/page/1
https://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/analysis/page/1
https://www.dailypioneer.com/columnists/analysis/page/1
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AT5H0LwJ4eBU5f-dZm7qJBOSd-t-vH5NXgUiHwbpFXH61F3JQyD1ouVQUTPxSjOXZQS4PJGl1zQAhMqeQoShxEn1PS200al0qSDrEeXpfBSGBUNOKvlEBJPMu7HUI86SasYIXbwKcYC_N1BBCETVfYiJIhNxA10Ez69DZPZNQUj9mjTd4m7CKZXVw2roA9X9prtlOcXwCCMS_AO_vuahqFKjKrV5RU8QMBEer00Cim3tozFJ5_B54zZwLAtKkTmFrixhLPUPgQTNKn8HiXx4lCUe4pA6PxD1iRy5Mg3fFWYCO9lim16ZViVD1uFGZWSYe1pG23bQZ4y-SO3V-nbwDLv1IuzQgoNHQFxkX9JiwcL1OgAEQQF0UEE9Gvn7FV6-VM_6KIoIxaVRS7vM2sLGh2OpWDvbqdIema3BVL_ch6aJ8F1Uu3rDuuWSqNNNB3ncQs_1vk9mSdF2-vRAySuCngXs0La4Rwqg6Acv5Zi1eQm_2FgkSAKUE-kl1913PnI4ZjITZRFMUzV5C8uf8bgYyN7nJI1vaevRLwFERsqtEbyTW_TBGzwOVe9QanOtF-XkKp-Y5RRinMPHvc_-2aeyLV92echqwzKXXjSi-EK9-S4fcf6B7Ia1IA6UgA8tx8e6iF2CtrLoxQ4OInjRcw3urAb_BbyOYwif07jCNb4NViRN1yfCKTAHJrVwtuDOuGldFtU0OP9oAaA8b2Jn6D0l2YvYFnh6Fqv6JU9hghD_edGe6EEfv2QzTQG3HJX8gvrpVxgMR90nS9t_jkhpLkbt3e1dCYGR0x00vOqL8QgupLOP-hoIBS4F2m05oa6U9KKbNSWKa3YPFwVOCnH20cdXA03ZxkO4E7CRvjgH45NKhQ79NerKzgwpF2oz44GSVef33rEan_gX1nETVwlUgRAQcAqNdfDIKUEiFiWSuELQfDH_spbxzjikQGsT23oKd2eV19R7DpZFFQmKveuBpHH2M60HDGUSkgAJTZjoNtr5Gjz53EThUUJGX5bFSGTpqSqh36X0vzkzbY_XCOUs2BPWLqmR0dnGJgSrtvECISFwvtVBFSt5cZrYhLwg_al6zfI9I-dENMwngxkI6zgLqPcxM2beYkbbJVFu6ghIgIwxNpBXDc0MLxnvF0L0B6IyJtjw9QNRuAi9htrFrCqiWA8hy6a3F9Upa2S3gTYhiZ_NDwMMGce670a6iLTXJyWNKk0sFTPDC922LQT04iuxTNZm1qP6a-Sb1H0kQNggWKnkkVQPR1cfcwIO2RTFjLAb4MCd5vI0Vo5FYBmROBG5cFr5UiD3_Do638musaqJ7t7z5KkkgYG-oQK9hdMGF4Bz2PmVPTKbrkXDtDwTkWMNHaYa6CBNau58JMTPTwHzOZgwTs-4ITfu03ufHnNWF9MRcHNGQnIxj3KRSGP0lXMhTXo-4cMG9MPclpJ_Mc3xlLuq0Xu8ChZwSe46tQnoZ_mPNj5BUHZxuNllnJW39gkrfgCBGuTl-B9P6wN1LaGQLXvabu1xPNGngUECXr7-XLKxW3umYxjycTK5rwtwr_TOmZhbIdJn_GaGpNc4D3gW3E-4kf_yfZUucxNjjXIOAYpf_xYKDdJc9TYutqKuWzoBHJmTa2CWt1LYc0YTKrwWaF_CGkfOL5ST4MkOKSA4Dqwz32IBiho0elRyX6ZNhPtILWsbCBqi_fhDMv4bbHsjixMkn-EEUYSsFktKy_IvCpGk63iu4s1GVXzfsoajpmAYjOL0BvzUF62-Zpo9quKMhf0z24Aty7n5PDX7eYMNENVdQqEhQS6jfTw9XmMG6alPs8yup-p91g4YHdkE0DtozGS_QLUktSB-rFHu0VoiiDFxuzkH3v9qcphsR72nAg6NE5Cy-TKlMnBO_lnCwADkASgyX_dj6wEz0szaJ0PGesY
javascript:void(0)
https://www.dailypioneer.com/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/
https://www.facebook.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.facebook.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.facebook.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.facebook.com/dailypioneer/
https://twitter.com/TheDailyPioneer
https://twitter.com/TheDailyPioneer
https://twitter.com/TheDailyPioneer
https://twitter.com/TheDailyPioneer
https://www.instagram.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.instagram.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.instagram.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.instagram.com/dailypioneer/
https://www.dailypioneer.com/pages/deal-of-the-day
https://www.dailypioneer.com/pages/deal-of-the-day
https://www.dailypioneer.com/pages/deal-of-the-day
https://www.dailypioneer.com/pages/deal-of-the-day

# the pioneer

Monday, 09 September 2024 o o @

One must hasten to add that the proposed ITEP version of the earlier four-year programmes of the NCERT must be handled with great caution and care.
Any inadequacy of academic, professional physical and financial resources could inflict irreversible damage to the great initiative. The future of the planet
Earth and humanity depends on how education deals with man-nature mutuality. India decided in 2020 that ‘The rich heritage of ancient and eternal Indian
knowledge and thought’" would be a guiding light for the NEP-2020.

Q

It has, thus, accepted that education in India must be ‘rooted in a culture committed to new knowledge. In every alert and active culture, the tradition of
knowledge quest has to remain dynamic in word and deed. It is because of this inherent strength, that Indian culture and its tradition of knowledge quest
with its unique objectives and vision are now receiving global attention in the world. Yes, the knowledgeable and concerned persons of the world must
come together and realize that the wanton destruction of natural resources without caring for their replenishment has forced scientists to calculate how
long the planet Earth could survive.

They must inspire everyone to wake up and realize the dreadful magnitude of the devastation being inflicted inflicting on nature must stop. and much
more, present big plans before people, but there it all ends. There is a solution that Indians are aware of from “ancient times: ‘Aparigraha’. It was put up
before the world in very simple terms in his indomitable style by Mahatma Gandhi: Nature has a sufficient resource to meet the needs of everyone but not
the greed of anyone”.

This is the only alternative. “ To me, hope lies in the Teacher! The Teacher can do it if they resolve to do it and the ‘Teachers of the world’ unite! A new
chapter has to be written in every discipline and an emphasis on multidisciplinary concerns of the human knowledge quest, the process of transfer and
acquisition of knowledge.

Towards this, teachers shall have to realize, accept and internalize that they are makers of the future of human existence on planet Earth! It is their
responsibility to shape every learner coming to them as an unaware and uninitiated person into a personality! That would shape the future generations,
would prepare citizens committed to their nation, and their people but fully conscious of their role as international citizens as well. The legendary
philosopher, revered statesman and worthy teacher Dr. S. Radhakrishnan was one of the finest intellectual brains of the 20th century. He was a matchless
interpreter of Eastern and Western thought, philosophy and the ‘concept of a man’. We recall his greatness, and his multifarious contributions, but allow
his philosophy and guiding principles for teachers to remain confined to a few shelves of some reputed libraries.

He pleads particularly to institutions of higher learning: “The ideal of the university is the promotion of liberty of mind and or freedom of thought. It has
little to do with the protection of privilege or a call to conformity. It contests privilege which is something other than that excellence which follows on
intellectual eminence or spiritual greatness. It contests conformity, for each individual has a right to develop his own convictions.” Once this is accepted
at each appropriate level by all those dealing with higher education, it becomes clear that the seeds for creating such an environment in institutions of
higher learning have to be sown in schools!

Schools in the present context just cannot become the nourishing and nurturing grounds for the flowering of new ideas unless school teachers are well-
equipped and well-endowed with the determination that every child, every learner is to be encouraged to express himself in whichever way he chooses to;
may be in music, sports, mathematics, painting, imagination, creativity, and the like! in India right from the Ministry of Education to primary schools is just
forgotten after every discussion and deliberation! One is referring to the most distinct role of teacher education institutions; TEls. Quality, ideas,
innovations, and imagination are nurtured in schools and universities but how to do so is learnt, internalized and tested in TEls. To universalize this
comprehension, one must be ready with a reality test! We are proud of India of ancient times because of the universality of its culture and acceptance of
the essential unity of mankind despite all the apparent diversities.

Academic institutions need to pose an internal query: are we functioning at a level of self-confidence, conviction, determination and passion that could
bring credibility to each one of us and our institution? As academics ‘have we accepted and succumbed to being ‘teachers less original, to ambitions less
exalted and to tame compliance with old forms! We were warned over seven-eight decades ago by Dr Radhakrishnan on this count: “There was a dread of
venturing outside the safe limits of guaranteed ideas. The country seems to suffer from exhaustion.” The future belongs to those equipped with learning
that encourages ideas, imagination, curiosity and creativity. The fittest and finest tribute to Dr. Radhakrishnan and in fact to the great Indian tradition of
teaching, learning and knowledge quest would be to respect teachers, and treat them as the creators of the future of not only the individual learner but of
the society, community and the nation.

(Professor Rajput works in education, social cohesion and religious amity, views are personal)
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~ teachers

This Teachers’ Day, we must remember the
profound contributions of our gurus towards
nation-building, well-being of students

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN

THE GURU-SHISHYA relationship hasbeen
oneofthe defining features of Bharat’s quest
for knowledge and excellence for ages. Such
is the sublime greatness of this tradition that
evenourgods —Lord Ramand Lord Krishna
—sought knowledge and training under the
guidance of their gurus, Maharishi
Vasishthaand Maharishi Sandipani, respec-
tively, in Treta Yuga and Dwapara Yuga.
Teachers are thus sacrosanct.

Teachers, from ancient times, estab-
lished adeep and abiding tradition of hand-
holding, mentoring, and inspiring students
intheirpursuit of knowledge. Throughout
India's rich history, teachers have occupied
a central and revered position. The great
educators of our past understood the trans-
formative potential of education. Swami
Vivekananda once said, “Education is the
manifestation of the perfection already in
man.”This belief emphasises the idea that
teachers do not merely impart knowledge;
they awaken the latent greatness within
each student, steering them towards self-
realisation and enlightenment.

The impact of a teacher is immeasura-
ble.In fact, she may not be aware of the sub-
tleand profound influence she exercises on
herstudents' lives. As one scholar aptly puts
it,“Ateacher affects eternity; she cannever
tell where her influence stops.” Teachers
shape notonly the minds but also the hearts
and souls of our students, instilling values,
ethics,and a sense of purpose thatendures
long after their formal learning years.

Today, as we celebrate Teachers' Day on
the birth anniversary -of Sarvepalli
Radhakrishnan, we are reminded of the
profound contributions of our teachers to-

wards nation-building. Radhakrishnan, a

philosopher, scholar, and statesman, deeply

believed that “teachers should be the best
mindsin the country”. Noone can possibly
disagree with him. His dedication to educa-
tionand his beliefin the power of teachers
to shape society are ideals that continue to
inspire us today.

We stand at the precipice of a transfor-
mative era in education, driven by the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. This
policy recognises teachers as “transform-

ers”, emphasising their crucial role in shap-
ing children’s futures as well as the nation.

It introduces profound changes in teach-
ing, learning, and educational administra-
tion. The emphasis of the NEP on flexible
learning, interdisciplinary knowledge, mul-
tilingualism, technology, and inclusivity
heralds a new chapter in the learning
ecosystem. Today, teachers are called upon
tofocus on the holistic development of stu-
dents ensuring their social, emotional,
physical, and cognitive well-beiqg: for
teachers, this is an onerous responsibility.
In the rapidly evolving landscape of

the 21st century, the role of teachers has
indeed become very crucial. We need ed-
ucators who can steer us away from so-

cial prejudices and stereotypes and lead
us onto a path driven by new technology,
progressive ideas and constitutional val-
ues. The National Education Policy recog-
nises this need, placing a strong emphasis
on teachers' training and development.
Capacity building for teachers at all levels
isakey focus area of the government. An
integrated teacher-training programme
NISHTHA at all levels for the teachers in
school education and the Malaviya’
Mission Teacher Training Programme at *
higher education level have been initiated ’
to improve the capacity of our teachers.
Aswe strive to build an aspirational India, -
we must also focus on nurturing aspira-
tional teachers who are equipped with the
skills and knowledge to prepare students
for the challenges of the future and build !
global citizens. 2

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, !
through his “Pariksha Pe Charcha” pro- :
gramme, exemplifies the essence of a true
educator. Like a teacher, he engages with .
the students, offering valuable insights on
managing stress and navigating life’s com-
plexities. “Pariksha Pe Charcha” isamove-
ment championed by Prime Minister Modi
tounite students, parents, teachers, and the
broader community, creating an environ-
ment where every child’s unique individu- ;
ality is celebrated, nurtured, and allowed |
to flourish.

While competition in educational pur- '
suits is necessary, an overemphasis on it is
counter-productive. Teachers can well guide §
their students tofollow the tenetsof healthy |
competition and avoid any kind of tempta-
tions and allurements. It is the responsibil- |
ity of teachers to instil in students not just -
academic excellence but also strength of
character, ethics, perseverance, passion,and
motivation. These qualities are the anchors
that help students navigate not just exams,
but the broader challenges of life. +

In today's world, where commerciali-
sation often threatens the purity of educa-
tion, we must be cognisant of the inherent
strength of the guru-shishya parampara. .
This ancient tradition of mutual trust and
respect between teacher and student has
evolved over time, but ts essence remains
the same even today. New educational .
practices can and should blend with these
timeless values to create aharmoniousand
effective learning environment. 3

As the saying goes, “No printed vo[ord :
nor spoken plea can teach young minds
whatthey should be. Not all thebookson
all the shelves, but what the teachers are >
themselves.” Teachers, through their own {

lives and examples, teach us the most ;
valuable fessons that go beyond the class-
room and shape who we are as ]qdlvxdu-
als. The task of realising the vision of a :
Viksit Bharat greatly hingesonthe shoul- *
ders of our teachers. 4
On this Teachers' Day, | extend my ;
heartfelt thanks and profound gratitudeto ,
all the teachers who have touched my life,
knowingly or unknowingly. Your influence
isimmeasurable, and your impact eternal. *
May we continue to honour and support «
the teachers who are the true guardians of 1
our future. Happy Teachers’ Day! )

The writers Minister of Education,
Government of India.
Views expressed are personal l
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SANDIP BANERJEE

As torchbearers
of distributive
justice, teachers
facilitate social
empowerment

S Seplembt 2004 N T

here is a very famous
Bob Dylan song,
“The Times They Are
A-Changir’.  Almost
all corners of psychosocial per-
spectives have undergone trans-
formations, and human beings
are experiencing variegated sit-
uations hitherto unknown. The
vertical of education is no excep-
tion to these changes. As one of
the most vital components of
social life, education concerns
2l sections of society by devel-
oping human resources. The
process of education is incom-
plete without the art of teach-
ing. In our traditional outlook,
a teacher is not just supposed to
impart lessons; a teacher should
foster the holistic development
of students. While celebrating
Teacher’s Day, we need to under-
stand the changing roles of the
teaching community in light of
the consequential changes tak-
ing place in our lives. A sin-
gle date as Teacher’s Day does

e 101 evaluate the contribution

that the teaching community
has been rendering for ages; it
is still in constant progress. A
teacher’s role has shifted from
a preacher to a manager of stu-
dents’ social and emotional
behaviour. Teachers are men-
tors for the Jearning of students,
motivators for slow learners, and
facilitators of the entire process
of education. This facilitating
role has emerged with newer sig-
nificance. While playing the role
of a facilitator, a teacher is also
connected beyond the cordon
of classroom teaching, Modern
education is not just confined
to the completion of the curric-
ulum; it is also concerned with
taking care of the components
essential for a student to enjoy
the benefits of education. Sev-
eral programs launched by the
government, both at the cen-
tral and state levels, address the

begins or ends

needs of students without which
the purpose of education would
beimpeded. In the context of the
varying roles of teachers, they
play a decisive role in making
these programs achieve the pur-
pose for which they are framed.
COVID has dented every
pattern of social existence, and it
has also left an indelible impact
on education. There was a sus-
pension of normal classes. Even
then, the process of learning did
not come to a halt. The teachers
did not allow that to happen.
There was a ready shift from
classroom teaching to virtual
teaching, where digital educa-
tion became popular practice.
It is not at all easy; it not only
requires technological setup,
but it also calls for, perhaps to a
greater degree, a psychological
setup. The same teachers who
have been imparting lessons in
conventional formats for years
readily transformed to accom-
modate this new demand. Thisis
the ultimate form of facilitation.
Teachers even took measures to
bring back students who became
dissociated from the canopy of
education, particularly due to
COVID. It was no small task, as
they needed to rise above their
heights to make students accept
the new mode of teaching and to
retain their attention and moti-

vation. Since modern education
emphasises learning outcomes,
teachers have to keep that in
mind and try to ensure that stu-
dents understand the subjects in
a manner that will enable them
to grasp the syllabus content of
the next higher class.

“Education to Employ-

ment"—this is the buzz of the
modern world. When we think
about employment, it is not just
a job but various vocational
opportunities that a teacher
needs to update students about.
What patience a teacher needs
to show while dealing with
this kind of situation! This is
what teachers have been doing
daily. When we think about our
National Budget, we find that,
unfortunately, not enough funds
are allocated. This affects educa-
tion from kindergarten to post-
graduate levels and even in the
research sector. Still, we expect
academic excellence. It is the
right time to understand that
education is not just a stepping
stone to earning; it is the bed-
rock of the development of an
entire nation.

The various programs and
scholarships implemented at
the school and college levels are
mostly officiated by teachers.
Flagship programs like “Kanyas-
hree” in West Bengal would have
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Agents of enlighte

Teachers have managed to keep pace with the dramatically cvolv
from their traditional roles lo becoming facilitalors, menlors

ntered difficulties in exe-
Z[l:tl((’)\r‘\ had the teachers not been
so diligent in cr‘\suring that T“é
gible beneficiaries were notle
out. There are many socml-secu-l
rity schemes at both the Centra
and State levels meant to provide
access to education for all. Tehas
been realised that \vilhgu( creat-
ing an appropriate ambience, we
cannot advocate for education.
Teachers hold pivotal positions
in crealing such a social envi-
ronment for education. Inall the
programs targeted at expand-
ing the horizon of education,
teachers play a major role. From
school to college and univer-
sity levels, several scholarship
schemes exist, and who else but
the teachers could be so com-
mitted to bringing the govern-
ments welfare programs to the
students.

According to Rousseau, “A
student is like a book whose
every page a teacher must read.”
Indeed, in this era of moral vacil-
lation and psychological tempta-
tions, it is all the more pertinent
that teachers maintain a com-
municative understanding with
the students. Hence, from being
facilitators in learning, teachers
in today’s world also discharge
the responsibility of training
students for employability skills
and making them digital citi-
zens. Teachers have combined
with technology in propagating
learning not just to develop aca-
demic results but also to elevate
minds. In the growing complex-
ities of present times, various
impediments crop up even in
the process of teaching. Some
believe that the function of a
teacher is perhaps losing influ-
ence due to the digitisation of
knowledge. However, teachers
are responding to these growing
Cha_“enges, and the manner in
which they are dealing with the
current crisis has reinforced the

ent

ing education sector by iransitioning
and counsellors in the digital age

age-old idea that a teacher con-
quers eternity; you never know
when their influence begins.
Investment in knowledge
is the biggest investment. Such
investment can see the light of
success only through proper
teaching. A young mind now-
adays is not just interested in a
secured job; they can take risks
to open an entrepreneurial ven-
ture. The facility of counselling
is paramount here. A counsellor
can also be a teacher who plays
the role of a facilitator. This s the
paradigm shift that has occurred
over the years. A country can-
not thrive without an exten-
sive information system, and
this information system rests
on knowledge. The whole world
has accepted the importance of
a knowledge-based economy.
Without teachers, such aspira-
tions would never be achieved.
A vital parameter of our life
is how we discharge our social
responsibilities with ethics and
moral values. It is about collec-
tive growth and not remain-
ing as islands of excellence.
This understanding needs to be
ingrained in the minds of learn-
ers. Talking about equity, diver-
sity, and inclusiveness is easy,
but achieving it is like scaling
a mountain. As torchbearers
of distributive justice, teachers
facilitate social empowerment.
Yes, there are some exceptions
where some teachers might have
faltered in their ideology and
conduct. Society has not been
happy with a section of the
teaching community in recent
times. The halo of the profes-
sion might be dimming, but this
cannot be the ultimate impres-
sion, for who else other than our
teachers can take us trom dark-"
ness to enlightenment?
The writer is an educator
from Kolkata.
Views expressed are personal
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"The true power and purpose of teaching in a
On this Teacher’s Day,

orn into a family of
Baccomph’sbed women,
T've often faced a ques-
tion that has puzzled me for
years: "Why did you choose
to be a teacher?" This ques-
tion, posed by family, friends,
and even strangers, stems
from two assumptions. First,
that teaching is a lesser pro-
fession, inferior to careers like
medicine or bureaucracy,
which my sisters have pur-
sued. Second, and more dis-
heartening, is the belief held
by some that only those who
fail in other "proper” profes-
sions resort to teaching. The
underlying notion is that
teaching is easy and requires
no special skills—a percep-
tion I find not just ironic but
profoundly misguided.
| The irony lies in the fact that
we all remember teachers

SWAT| PAL

who profoundly impacted
our lives. We recall the teach-
ers whose classes we eagerly
attended, whose kindness
and encouragement shaped
who we are today. Conversely,
we also remember those
whose classes were dull, who
seemed to take pleasure in

demeaning students, or who

treated teaching as nothing
more than a paycheck. The
truth is, teaching is easy only
for those wha see it as mere-

ly a job—a means to an end,
rather than a calling. For
those who aspire to be
remembered as "good" teach-
ers, the profession is far from
easy. It requires dedication,
empathy, and a genuine desire
to make a difference in stu-
dents' lives.
Unfortunately, there has been
a shift in attitudes towards
teaching, influenced by a
growing corporate mentality
and consumer culture. Many
teachers today seem more
concerned with holidays,
salary increments, and perks
than ‘with the students they
are supposed to nurture.
While it's not wrong to seek
these benefits, when they
become the sole focus, teach-
ing is reduced to a transac-
tional relationship. This atti-
tude contributes to the neg-

ative perception of teachers in
society, where they are often
seen as nothing more than
paid servants in an "easy” pro-
fession.

Yet, the disillusionment
among teachers is not entire-
ly self-inflicted. The idealism
that once characterized the
profession has been eroded by
systemic issues that go
beyond individual attitudes.
Over the three-plus decades
I've spent in education, I've
witnessed changes that have
not always benefited teachers
or students. One of the most
significant changes has been
the shift from an annual
examination system to a
semester system at the under-
graduate level. While the
intention of aligning with
global patternsis understand-
able, the semester system has
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reduced teaching to a race to
complete syllabi, leaving lit-
tle room for individualized
attention or meaningful
engagement with students.

This shift is particularly iron-
ic in an era when "qualitx
education” is a buzzword.
The question we must ask is
whether the semester sys-
tem truly enhances quality or
merely ensures that all the
boxes are ticked on time.
Teachers who feel they can-
not do justice to the curricu-
lum or their students are
bound to feel frustrated. Even
the most resilient educators
may eventually succumb to
the pressures of the system,
abandoning the high ideals
that initially drew them to the
profession. The space that the
annual system once provided
for exploring innovative

i

teaching methods has been
replaced by a relentless focus
on deadlines, leading to a
sense of exhaustion and apa-
thy among teachers.

The accreditation system,
though well-intentioned, has
also added to the burden.
While it has encouraged insti-
tutions to improve infrastruc-
ture, training, and communi-
ty outreach, the process itself
is cumbersome. Hours are
spent documenting activities
and ensuring they conform to
prescribed criteria for a good
grade. This bureaucratic
approach to education often
detracts from the unique
qualities of individual institu-
tions, fostering a sg‘mt of
competition that can be more
self-defeating than motivat-

ing.
Another challenge is the rapid
J S

changing world
let us reflect on the challenges and triumphs of this noble profession

succession of educational
reforms—CBCS, LO CF, NEP,
and others. While ea_ch
reform is introduced w_1th
the intention of improving
education, the pace of change
has led to confusion, ina.de—
quate curriculum revision,
and a lack of clarity about the
objectives of these reforms
among both teachers and
students.
The result is a situation where
"a little learning,” as
Alexander Pope warned,
becomes a "dangerous thing."
Instead of fostering deep
understanding, these rapid
changes have led to superfi-
cial learning and a sense of
disillusionment among edu-
cators.

Despite these challenges, 1
remain steadfast in my belief
that teaching is one of the

most powerful professions
in the world. A teacher has
the potential to drive away the
clouds of ignorance 10 teac
empathy and integrity, and to
nide students toward a
%r'\ghter future. Rabindranath
Tagore, captured this senti-
ment beautifully in his poem
“Where the Mind is ‘Without
Fear," envisioninga world led
by reason, truth, and free-
dom. On this Teacher's Day,
Turge my fellow educators to
remember the profound role
we play in shaping the future.
Despite the odds, we must
strive to create a better world
by becoming more humane
and resilient, even if we arey
the last ones standing.
(The writer is Professor and
Principal, Janki Devi
Memorial College, DU;
views are personal)
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‘quality in teacher education

[EThis veor : :
“his year’s Teacher’s Day celebrations carry a special resonance as they align with the

eacher’s Day celebrations this

Yyear are indeed special in the

context of quality, which was

the major concern expressed

on several occasions by Dr. 8.
Radhakrishnan, whose conlribuli)ons are
recalled with gratitude on this day every
year. - Necessary academic and profes-
sional preparations have been made and
the Integrated Teacher Education
Programme - ITEP - has already been
launched in 64 institutions. This initia-
tive is based on the recommendations of
the National Education Policy -NEP-2020
~ that after 2030 all of the pre-service
teacher preparation rogrammes would
be only of four-year duration and all oth-
ers shall be scrapped. It would be prudent
to recall an earlier experiment in quali-
.ty teacher preparation which was initi-
ated in 1965 by the then-newly estab-
lished organization, the National Council
of Educational Research and Training -
CERT - in its four Regional Colleges
(now Institutes) of Education, located in

Mysore.
It was acknowledged at the level of
experts and accepted by national deci-
sion-makers that the one-year teacher
Preparation programmes were inade-

quate in preparing quality teachers and
must be replaced iq 4

———

is indeed heartening to note that the
NEP-2020 made the recommendation on §

ITEP based upon the solid evidencei ~ """

offered by the NCERT institutions.
One is convinced that the growth, devel-
opment and progress of any nation:

would be a direct consequence of the i

quality of education it achieves.
This quality is invariably a product of th
level of excellence achieved by th

Teacher Education Institutes -TEIs - of ;
the nation. Itis the work culture of the !
TEIs that mandates - without ever say- :
ing so formally - the work culture of the
schools. The level of competence, com- }
mitment and performance witnessed in
the TEIs by the student-teachers flows

:NEED TO POSE Al
INTERNAL QUERY

prehensive personality evolution over}
four years and this is well-established in ¢

. FUNCTIONING AT:
A LEVEL OF SELF-

directly to schools and creates practical-
ly a comparable environment for schoo
children. It is possible to achieve com-

India, courtesy of the NCERT.

posed ITEP version of the earlier four
ear programmes of the NCERT must b
Zxan led with great caution and car

Any inadequacy of academic, profession- :

al physical and financial resources could
inflict irreversible damage to the great
initiative. The future of the planet Earth
and humanity depends on how education
deals with man-nature mutuality. India
decided in 2020 that ‘The rich heritage
of ancient and eternal Indian knowledge
and thought'  would be a guiding light
for the NEP-2020. .
It has, thus, accepted that education in
India must be ‘rooted in a culture com-
mitted to new knowledge. In every alert
and active culture, the tradition of
knowledge quest has to remain dynam-
ic in word and deed. It is because of this
inherent stren
its tradition o

Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, and.

y the four-year inte- |
grated programmes after senior sec-}
ondary. The products of these four-year ;
i integrated courses established a distinct

_reputation for themselves in the educa- ;
tion sector, and also in other professions
as well. which they preferred to join. It

One must hasten to add that the pro-

h, that Indian culture and §
knowledge quest with its -

. ) SQQMB‘)L Z"))“ fa_y L\-b ,7

nique objectives and vision are
ow receiving global attention in
the world. Yes, the knowledgeable
nd concerned persons of the
world must come together and
ealize that the wanton destruc-
tion of natural resources without
caring for their replenishment has
i forced scientists to calculate how
: long the planet Earth could sur-
: vive, |

i They must inspire everyone to
i wake up and realize the dreadful
i magnitude of the devastation
i being inflicted inflicting on
: nature must stop. and much
{ more, present big plans before
i people, but there it all ends.
i There is a solution that Indians

A DN e o bt
INSTITUTIONS:

H
4

the world in very simple terms in
his indomitable style by Mahatma
Gandhi: Nature has a sufficient
esource to meet the needs of
veryone but not the greed of
anyone”.
This is the only alternative. “ To
me, hope lies in the Teacher! The
Teacher can do it if they resolve
to do it and the ‘Teachers of the
world' unite! A new chapter has
to be written in every discipline
and an emphasis on multi(%isciph’-
i nary concerns of the human
DETERMWA—HON kno)\'fvledge quest, the process of
AND PASSION ¢ transfer and acquisition of knowl-

THAT GOULD: 528

e.
Towards this, teachers shall have
BRING:

to realize, accept and internalize
CREDIBILITY TO

that they are makers of the [uture

of human existence on planet
EACH ONE OF US:
AND OUR:

Earth! Itistheir responsibility to
INSTITUTION

ARE WE!

CONFIDENCE,
CONVICTION,

shape every learner coming to
them as an'unaware and uniniti-
ated person into a personality!
hat would shape the future gen-
rations, would prepare citizens
ommitted to their nation, and
heir people but fully conscious
* of their role as international cit-
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Reviving the legacy of

izens as well. The legendary
philosopher, revered
and worthy teacher Dr. S.
Radhakrishnan was one of the
finest intellectual brains of the
20th century. He was a matchless
interpreter of Eastern and
Western thought, philosophy and
the ‘concept of a man’ We recall
his greatness, and his multifari-
ous contributions, but allow his
philosophy and guiding princi-
ples for teachers to remain con-
fined to a few shelves of some
reputed libraries.
He pleads particularly to institu-
tions of higher learning: “The
ideal of the university is the pro-
motion of liberty of mind and or
freedom of thought. It has little
to do with the protection of priv-
ilege or a call to conformity. It
contests privilege which is some-
thing other than that excellence
which follows on intellectual
eminence  or spiritual greatness.
It contests conformity, for each
individual has a right to develop
his own convictions” Once this
is accepted at each appropriate
level by all those dealing with
higher education, it becomes
clear that the seeds for creating
such an environment in institu-
tions of higher learning have to
be sown in schools!
Schools in the present context just
cannot become the nourishing
and nurturing grounds for the
flowering of new ideas unless
school teachers are well-equipped
and well-endowed with the deter-
mination that every child, every
learner is to be encouraged to
express himself in whichever way
he chooses to; may be in music,
sports, mathematics, painting,
imagination, creativity, and the
like! in India right from the
Ministry of Education to prima-
1y schools is just forgotten after

JS RAJPUT

enduring concerns of Dr § Radhakrishnan, who passionately advocated for quality in education

every discussion and delibera-
tion! One is referring to ‘the
most distinct role of teacher edu-
cation institutions; TEIs. Quality,
ideas, innovations, and imagina-
tion are nurtured in schools andy

universities but how to do so is .
learnt, internalized and tested in

TEIs. To universalize this com-
prehension, one must be ready
with a reality test! We are proud
of India of ancient times because
of the universality of its culture
and acceptance of the essential
unity of mankind despite all the
apparent diversities.
Academic institutions need to
pose an internal query: are we
functioning at a level of self-con-
fidence, conviction, determina-
tion and passion that could brin
credibility to each one of us an
our institution? As academics
‘have we accepted and suc-
cumbed to being ‘teachers less
original, to ambitions less exalt-
ed and to tame compliance with
old forms! We were warned
over seven-eight decades ago by
Dr Radhakris%nan on this count:
“There was a dread of venturing
outside the safe limits of guaran-
teed ideas. The country seems to
suffer from exhaustion” The
future belongs to those equipped
with learning that encourages
ideas, imagination, curiosity and
creativity. The fittest and finest
tribute to Dr. Radhakrishnan
and in fact to the great Indian tra-
dition of teaching, learning and
knowledge quest would be to
respect teachers, and treat them
as the creators of the future of not
only the individual learner but of
the society, community and the
nation.
(Professor Rajput works in edu-
cation, social cohesion and
religious amity, views
are personal)

—
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fTeach students about

the Constitution’s
importance: Kharge

- The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI {

On the eve of Teacher’s
Day, Congress president
Mallikarjun Kharge urged
educators to instruct stu-
dents about the “ill-ef-

fects” of the “recent at-

tacks” on India’s diversity
and exhorted them to
block the “evil efforts” to
fabricate the country’s his-
tory for the greater good of

- the next generation,
In a written message in
Hindi, that Mr, Kharge
- posted on X, the Congress
president called teachers
the “true nation builders”,
who shape the future of
the country by showing the

right path of honesty and

truth to the society.

‘Block evil attempts’
“You should make children

aware about the diversity

of India. It will greatly be-
nefit our future genera-
tions, if we warn them
about the recent attacks on
the spirit of ‘unity in diver-
sity’ in the country and
block the evil attempts to

Aol

Mal!ikén’un Kharge

tell the history in a fabricat-
ed manner,” Mr., Kharge
said on Wednesday.

Teachers, he said,
“guide and build” the cha.
racter of the next genera-
tion by teaching the impor-
tance of patriotism, hard
work, dedication, and
equality. “I appeal to the
teachers across the coun-
try to keep telling their stu-
dents about constitutional
values in future, Try to in-
clude and impart know-
ledge about the impor-
tance of the Constitution
and the Preamble of the .
Constitution in the curricy-
lum as much as possible,”
Mr. Kharge said.
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* reflections and impressions that cre-

%Volving, yet constant: '\

Teachers’ role in society

not for the faint of heart. Teachers

have to be ready to lose themselves in

the process of seeking and finding our
children. As another Teachers’ Day
approaches, filled with roses and chocolates,
the mind sees a darker side of childhood.
What happened to the innocence of child-
hood filled with simplicity, freedom, close-
knit communities, and lesser restrictions —
where children had the time and space to
grow, learn, and connect deeply with their
surroundings? Was it merely an idealistic
notion that existed in the minds of earlier
generations? .

Today, schools, in order to adjust to new
societal demands and expectations, are being
transformed in identity and role. They have
become challenging spaces where students
come together from varying social, cultural,
and economic backgrounds.

The life of a child has within it the
sights, sounds, colours, pipes and
drums of humanity that it encoun-
ters in its growing years. It is these

B einga teacher today is most definitely

ate the adult of tomorrow. The role

how to use knowledge, build society, and
shape their lives.

It is through teachers that ideas travel, are
questioned, and reformed. A sensitive educa-
tor helps integrate the mind, body, and spirit
of children so that they learn in myriad ways
to convey their thoughts and to live in a world
that is unknown, unfinished, and unresolved.
Children learn that there is more than one
response to life situations and that they have
the capacity to choose the response they wish
to live. Teachers create a visual vocabulary
that is innate in every society.

Teaching is an emotional experience
because it goes beyond playing the role of a
mere instructor and into the realm of being a
counselor, mentor, and sometimes the only
stable figure in a child’s life. The emotional
weight of these roles can be overwhelming,
leading to burnout and exhaustion, Yet, teach-
ers press on, driven by a commitment to
make a difference. Teachers enter
the imaginative world of a child that
is engaging and playful, imparting
learning that is appreciative of dif-
ferent perspectives. They also have
to build resilience within children

of a teacher today is to equip not. Ameeta against unexpected shocks. But,
only individual students with the Mulla above all else, they have to move
competencies they need but also, Wattal beyond complacency and easy solu-
through these students, entire atta tions because education is getting

groups, communities, and societies.
Well-being is the goal in a class-

. room, and co-agency is the guiding light.
- Teachers need to help children become pur-
poseful, reflective, and responsible. Educators

have to contend with the tyranny of merit,
where education determines winners and los-
ers in a starkly divisive meritocracy. Those
who succeed are fortunate to be born with the
skills that society values; others who do not
form the electoral base of populist leaders.
The teacher and the student have always
had a very symbiotic relationship, intimate
and interdependent. All spiritual traditions

underline the interconnectedness of this -

bond. Ata deeper level, it consists of consider-
ation, expression, and understanding of the
other. Some elements of learning in a child
are directly connected to the teacher, not in
an abstract or esoteric manner but in a con-
crete, and understandable way. Teaching isa
blend of the head, hand, and heart. It has
memory, meaning, and metaphor within it.
Every child's cognitive structure is
equipped to ask questions, introspect and
think about issues that are primarily about
themselves. Teachers have the amazing gift of
understanding children, directing them on

into a new relationship with econ-

omy and work, technology, the
broader society, and, indeed, our very planet-
ary survival. All this is to be done through a
growing focus on teacher-leadership.

In a world that often measures success by
immediate tangible results, the work of teach-
ers can be easily overlooked. The true impact
of a teacher may not be visible for years, but it
is profound and enduring. As we move for-
ward in this world of assistive technologies,
algorithms, augmented reality, and many
other frontier technologies, let us remember
that at the heart of education are individuals
who have given a great deal of themselves,
often without recognition or reward.

At the heart of teaching lies an unspoken
love, a love of learning and a hope that educa-
tion can change lives. It is this love that has
been celebrated over the years in every child
who has found a teacher who helped her
evolve. Here's to every teacher who made a
difference in the life of a child.

Ameeta Mulla Wattal is chairperson and executive
director, Education, Innovations and Training, DLF
Foundation Schools and Scholarship Programmes.
The views expressed are personal
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AAP leader Manish Sisodia and MCD Mayor Shelly Oberoi Juring a teachers’ felicitation event organised by

PIC/NAVEEN SHARMA

the Delhi Municipal Corporation on Teachers’ Day, in New Delhi, on Thursday

A teacher should get paid more
than an IAS officer, says Sisodia

SURUCHI KUMARI

NEW DELHI: On the occasion
of Teachers’ Day, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD)
held an event at the Kedarnath
Sahni Auditorium to honour
90 outstanding teachers, prin-
cipals, mentors and special
ucators from its schools.

To present the teachers
with meritorious awards, for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister
of Delhi, Manish Sisodia, was
invited as chief guest with Del-
hi’s Mayor, Dr. Shelly Obero,
while Leader of the House
Mukesh Goyal, and Deputy
Mayor Aaley Mohammad Igbal
werealso present in attendance.

Underlining the pivotal role
teachers play in the nation’s
growth, Sisodia emphasised the
crucial role of teachers in India’s
goal to become a developed
country by 2047. Speaking at
the ceremony, he advocated,
“If we want to make India
developed by 2047, teachers’
salaries should be more than
those of IAS officers. Teachers
are the true pilots of students’
lives, guiding them through the
takeoff of their journeys” He
further highlighted how coun-
tries that are developed today
recognised the importance of
education early on and invested
in literacy for all,

Delhi Mayor Oberoi, while
praising the honoured teach-
ers, reassured them that the
issue of salary delays, a persis-
tent problem in the past, has

Teachers’ Day

» MCD held an event at
the Kedarnath Sahni
Auditorium to honour 90

- outstanding teachers,
principals, mentors
and special educators
from its schools

» Underlining the pivotal
role teachers play in
the nation's growth,
Sisodia emphasised the
crucial role of teachers
in India’s goal to
become a developed
country by 2047

» Teachers are the true
pilots of students’ lives,
guiding them through the
takeoff of their journeys:
Manish Sisodia

been resolved. “For the past six
months, MCD teachers have
been receiving their salaries on
time;’ she stated, appreciating
the efforts of MCD officials in
making this possible. Echoing
Sisodia’s sentiments, Oberoi
said, “A teacher builds the foun-
dation of a child’s future, and
with the right support, these
children will shine and bring
pride to the nation”

Teachers from various’
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) schools have
repeatedly raised conceritQ

about frequent delays in receiv-
ing their salaries. With the
MCD overseeing more than
1,000 primary schools in the
national capital, educators have
often voiced frustration over
the civic body’s failure to dis-
burse their salaries and pen-
sions on time.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of educators, Deputy
Mayor Aaley remarked that
the teachers and students of
MCD schools are in no way
inferior to those in the best
private schools. Igbal also
noted that the infrastructure
in MCD schools has signifi-
cantly improved, and students
are now receiving quality edu-
cation, crediting the dedication
of MCD teachers for these pos-
itive changes.

Leader of the House,
Mukesh Goyal, echoed this
optimism, adding, “MCD
schools may operate with lim-
ited resources, but they are
providing quality education to
children from underprivileged
sections. All salary-related
issues have been resolved, and
teachers are now receiving
timely payments. We will con-
tinue to work towards improv-
ing the conditions for our
educators”

Now teaching in the same
MCD school where she once
studied, Anjali Verma reflected,
“Teaching here is not just a job
for me; if's a way to give back
to the community that shaped

who I am today” (
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‘THEY WORK TO GIVE WINGS TO THE DREAMS OF CHILDREN’

Minister Atishi awards 118 teachers
with Delhi State Teachers’ Award

AIMAN FATIMA

ernment, under Chief Min-
_ister Arvind Kejriwal, held a
grand ceremony at Thyagaraj
Stadium to present the State
Teachers’ Award 2024, recog-

nising the contributions of 118 -

teachers from various educa-
tional institutions across Delhi.
The awards, presented by Delhi
Education minister Atishi, cele-
brate exceptional educators who
have made significant impacts
on their students’ lives. The
event witnessed different dance,
Orchestra and other perfor-
mances by the students of Delhi
government schools.
Addressing the gather-
ing, Education minister Atishi
praised the role of teachers in
shaping the future of the nation,
“Teachers work to give wings to
the dreams of children and to
shape the future of the coun-
try,” she said. She emphasised
that while teachers impart aca-
demic knowledge, they also play

8. Poonam Chaudhary
NEW DELHI: The Delhi gov-

a crucial role in teaching life
skills through their behaviour
and attitudes.

Atishi also shared her expe-
rience asa teacher in early days,
stating, “During my year of
teaching at a boarding school,
I observed that students began
to mirror my behaviour, how I
dressed, spoke, and interacted
with others. This experience
made me realise that educa-
tion extends beyond the sub-
jects taught; students also learn
from their teachers” behaviour,
appearance, and treatment of

others. This is why the status of
teachers is so esteemed””
Atishi highlighted that the
government values teachers
highly and has made signifi-
cant investments in the educa-
tion sector, including doubling
the education budget in the first
year of Kejriwal's tenure and
building 22,000 new classrooms
over the past decade. She also
lauded the Kejriwal adminis-
trations unique approach of
sending teachers and principals
abroad for advanced training
rather than sending ministers.
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Two special awards were
given this year to exemplary
educators. Sunita, Principal of
Ravi Shankar Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya in Bawana, was rec-
ognized for her leadership in
managing a high-enrolment
school. “It is a big day for me. It’s
unbelievable that the Education
Minister herself has mentioned
so much on my school and our
worlks” Sunita said. Reflecting
on her tenure, she added, “Ear-
lier when I joined, no one was
bothered but now a lot of devel-
opment has been done qualita-
tively and quantitatively.”

Kumari Niharika, a Special
Educator at MCD Pratibha
Vidyalaya, East of Kailash, also
received the special award for
her exceptional work with chil-
dren with special needs. “Her
unique connection with chil-
dren with special needs and her
way of involving parents in their
education has been commend-
able,” Atishi remarked.

Shahnaz, a TGT English
teacher, expressed her grati-

tude, saying, “Is a great feeling
I'm speechless. I'm so thankful
to my parents that they gave
me this chance. Whatever I
did is because of them, and the
credit also goes to my teachers
and students” Addressing criti-
cisms of government schools,
she commented, “The work that
AAP has done for the education
department does not need to be
proved. It does not need any evi- |
dence”” She also noted that the ‘
shift from the No Detention Pol-
icy (NDP) is expected to address
gaps in students’ learning,
Prem Kumar, PGT Politi-
cal Science, awarded the Face
of DOE award, highlighted
the significance of teacher
training. “This also comes as |
a great responsibility and I
will continue to do my work,”
Kumar said. He expressed
optimism about the impact of
ongoing teacher training pro-
grams, stating, “The teachers’
training at IIM will be really
helpful and would give a great!
result in the future” y
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"DoE issues new circular for admissions to

Class 9, 10 in govt and govt-aided schools

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Department of Education
(DoE) has addressed recent con-
cerns regarding admissions for
classes nine and ten by issu-
ing a new circular. The move
comes in response to reports of
students being denied entry to
government and government-
aided schools due to issues
related to Aadhaar or bank
account details.

The circular clarifies that
no student should be refused
admission once allocated a
school under the Non-Plan
Admission process, barring any
discrepancies in their essential
documents, “The policy ensures

» The circular clarifies that
no student should be
refused admission once
allocated a school under
the Non-Plan Admission
process, barring any
discrepancies in their
essential documents

» 'The policy ensures that

no student will be denied
admission due to the
absence of Aadhaar or
bank account details’

» Furthermore, the ciraular
stipulates that children
up to class eight will
be admitted to age-
appropriate classes
throughout the academic
year under the RTE Act

. policy aims to eliminate barriers
that have previously hindered
students’ access toreducation,

Furthermore, the circu-
lar stipulates that children up
to class eight will be admit-
ted to age-appropriate classes

that no student will be denied throughout the academic year
admission due to the absence  under the Right to Education
of Aadhaar or bank account (RTE) Act. This provision is
details;” said a DoE official. This designed to guarantee that stu-
S T e g

dents receive timely educational
opportunities regardless of
mid-year changes. e
For students who were allo-
cated schools in earlier Non-
Plan Admission cycles, the
admission process must be final-
ised by September 16, 2024. This
timeline is crucial for ensuring
that students are enrolled in
their designated schools in a

timely manner. Additionally, the
criteria for age-appropriate class
admissions will not be enforced
for those who have completed
their previous academic year in
a recognized school or board
during the 2023-24 session.

The DoE has also stressed
that mid-term transfers should
generally be avoided but can
be approved in genuine cases
by the Zonal or District Griev-
ance Redressal Committees.
This measure is intended
to maintain stability in stu-
dents’ educational experiences
while addressing legitimate
transfer requests.

A DoE official remarked,
“Ourgoal is to ensure that every
student has access to education
without unnecessary obstacles.
This circular is out to support
our aim of equitable and acces-
sible schooling for all children”

g e TR
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To curb dropout rates, Odisha

will give 5K to tribal students

Uni wants adequate forces
on campus after name row

AKSHAYA KUMAR
SAHOO
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT. 5

The Odisha government
will soon launch the
Saheed Madho Singh
Haath Kharcha scheme to
contain dropout rates
among tribal students,
state parliamentary
affairs minister Mukesh
Mahaling informed the
Odisha Assembly on
Thursday.

According to the minis-
ter, a decision in this
regard has already been
taken in the state Cabinet.

‘An annual grant of
5,000 will be provided to
every ST student in the
state  having passed
Classes 8 and 10 and tak-
ing admission in Classes 9
and 11 under the scheme.
The scheme will benefit
three lakh tribal stu-
dents,” Mr Mahaling said.

A total of %156 crores has
been allocated for the
scheme in the annual state
budget. The scheme will
be implemented in a bid to

AGE CORRESPONDENT
BHUBANESWAR, SEPT. 5

Odisha’s famed Ravensh-
aw University has sought
adequate police support
apparently in view of the
ongoing protests over the
controversy surrounding
the proposal for the
change of the name of the
156-year-old educational
institution.

In a letter to the Cuttack
DCP, the registrar of the
university mentioned the
tense situation on the uni-

versity campus and
requested urgent police
deployment to ensure the
“safety” of students, staff
and families on campus.

“Ravenshaw University
campus is witnessing
some protesting cam-
paigns, organised mostly
by outsiders (non-stu-
dents), from 01.09.2024. As
a result, the university
campus is tense and the
situation is getting aggra-
vated gradually day-by-
day,” a letter from the reg-
istrar read.

e e ey

curb the dropout rate
among tribal students in
the state,” he added.

The dropout rate in
Odisha’s secondary and
higher secondary educa-
tion is among the highest
in India. This has been a
matter of concern for the

state government.
According to the Odisha
Economic Survey 2023-24
report, presented in the
state Assembly on July 24,
the dropout rate in the
state at the secondary edu-
cation level (Classes 9 and
10) is 27.29 per cent.

f bt s
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ussia-born tech tycoon Pavel Durov,
the founder of Telegram, was

e T
A5

Pranesh arrested in Paris on August 24.

Prakash French authorities announced that

el Mr. Durov is under investigation for a litany of

Co-founderand  serious crimes, including enabling the

fqrmer policy distribution of child sexual abuse material on

director at the the app, facilitating drug trafficking, and

|Cnetre“nr-|ee :oarr\d refusing to cooperate with law enforcement.

il Should digital platform owners be held liable for
user-generated content? Pranesh Prakash and
Rohit Kumar discuss the question in a
conversation moderated by Aaratrika
Bhaumik. Edited excerpts: -

oy Does Telegram’s lax content moderation

el policy ax:d pl_.lﬂr:)]oned reluctance to
Rohit K cooperate with law enforcement agencies
UMAr  iustify the indictment of its founder?

Founding
Partner of the

Pranesh Prakash: It remains unclear the extent
Quantum Hub

to which Telegram’s content moderation policies
are lax or whether there was any genuine
reluctance to cooperate with law enforcement
agencies. In 2022, Germany reported that
Telegram had complied with a request to
. remove 64 channels that potentially breached

German hate speech laws. In this particular
case, beyond the list of charges, the specific
facts and circumstances remain ambiguous.
However, I will say that except in instances
where there is personal complicity or direct
involvement, the founder of a messaging
platform should not incur any criminal liability
for the acts of the platform’s users.

Rohit Kumar: While it is understandable that
Telegram aims to foster free speech, it is crucial
to acknowledge the real-world harms associated
with unregulated messaging platforms. Ideally,
directors and founders should not be held
personally liable. However, if there is clear
evidence of direct complicity or knowledge,
criminal liability may be imposed. Nonetheless,
the threshold for such liability is generally set *
very high, necessitating substantial evidence.

Froma po{icy standpoint, to what extent
should social media intermediaries be held
accountable for the content they host?

RK: A well-established principle is that of safe
harbour, which stipulates that a platform should
not be held liable for user-generated content as
it merely acts as an intermediary. Privacy must
also be preserved, meaning platforms should
avoid excessive monitoring or interception of
user communications. For instance, when there
was dissemination of misinformation on
WhatsApp during elections in India, the

 Should digital platform owners be held liable for user-8¢

. Founder of Telegram Pavel Durdv delivering a speech in Barcelona. REUTERS

platform limited the ability to simultaneously
forward messages to multiple groups and
reduced group sizes. Additionally, platforms
should have compliance officers or designated
representatives to cooperate with law
enforcement, provided that due process is
followed. Ensuring such measures and
establishing clear procedural protocols should
be a key focus for messaging platforms.

PP: In the case of fully end-to-end encrypted
platforms, their ability to view reported
messages and take action is inherently limited.
Additionally, platforms that are designed to
minimally record metadata or not record it at all
face significant constraints in cooperating with
law enforcement agencies regarding user data.
Under EU (European Union) law, there is a clear
prohibition against requiring platforms to
monitor or spy on their users. When it comes to

‘Telegram, while it upholds the confidentiality of

private one-on-one and group chats and does
not allow enforcement actions on these
communications, it does permit scrutiny of
content on public channels.

Could even liberal democracies increasingly
push for stricter content moderation from
these platforms? Does the passage of the
Digital Services Act (DSA), 2024, the EU’s
latest attempt to regulate big-tech excesses,
signal a broader shift in this direction?

PP: 1 don’t believe it does. For instance, in

2000, a French court ordered Yahoo! Inc. to
block French users from accessing Nazi
memorabilia auctions on its U.S.-based website
— an'instance of direct content regulation by a
court in a liberal democracy. This demonstrates
that content regulation is not a recent
development. What has changed, however, is
that many who once staunchly defended free
speech now seem to prioritise the perceived
harms of ‘disinformation’ over the need for
freedom of expression. This shift represents

83

| present lies in the accelerated pace at which

@@

One potential consequence is that more =
messaging platforms might adopt end-to-
encryption and minimise metadata storage
to avoid assisting law enforcement.

PRANESH PRAKASH

complicity in the over-regulation of free speech,
which to an extent the DSA also embodxeg..

RK: The key difference between the past and -

disinformation spreads. This is not merely a
conflict between the desire to protect free
speech and the need to manage disinformation;
it transcends simple political narratives. As
instances of misuse and real-world harm
escalate, the argument for stricter oversight
becomes more compelling. For instance, the
decision of X to de-platform Donald Trump
during the last U.S. presidential election was
made by the platform itself. But should
platforms have the power to determine who has
a voice and who doesn’t? We need greater
procedural clarity on how these decigion_s are
made, who makes them, where liability he§, and
when government intervention is appropriate.

Could Telegram’s laissez-faire approach to
content moderation jeopardise its safe
harbour protection under the Information
Technology (IT) Act, 2000, in India?

PP: Telegram does not comply with certain
provisions of the 2023 IT Rules, which mandate
specific terms of service for entities operating in
India. In fact, only a handful of global
companies adhere to these regulations,
primarily those with a physical presence in
India. A parallel comparison can also be dzawn
with the situation in France. One of the key
charges levelled by French authorities against
Telegram is that it provided cryptology services |
aimed at ensuring confidentiality without a
license. This regulation, however, is outdated
and applied inconsistently. For instance,
anonymity networks like Tor have not come
under scrutiny in France. A similar pattern of
selective enforcement could potentially arise in
India should the government decide to target
Telegram under the IT Act.

RK: The Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology has announced that it is
investigating Telegram over concerns that it is -
being used for illegal activities such as extortion
and gambling. Additionally, some of the
requirements under the 2023 IT Rules, such as

submitting transparency reports and designating E

a compliance officer, are quite extensive.

qerated content?
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. 1t definitely will. However, it shQuld also
gxl"ompt countr};es to reconsi_der their approach.
One potential consequence 15 that more 4
messaging platforms might adopt end-to-en
encryption and minimise metadata storage to
avoid assisting law enforcement. S0 this kmq of
wilful blindness is likely to emerge more rapidly

if founders face personal liability for
user-generated content.

Do you think this is likely to be an isolated
incident or become the norm?

PP: As moral panic over disinformation grows,
we can expect to see more such arrests.
However, in Durov’s case, French prosecutors
have cited specific crimes rather than
speech-related offences. We will also witness
increased censorship and more bans on apps -
like Telegram and WhatsApp. Telegram is
already banned in over a dozen countries.

RK: Social media intermediaries will likely
reassess their systems and procedures more
carefully. This could lead to greater adoption of
encryption, which platforms are already
promoting as a marketing tactic. Additionally,
major platforms may rush to negotiate
safeguards with various governments to prevent
misuse of power by both parties. This issue has
evolved beyond merely free speech to
encompass questions of sovereignty.

ocracies. Nonetheless, there
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To listen to the full interview
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Coffee-table book tracing ISRO’s achievements launched

‘ The Hindu Bureau

BENGALURU

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation Chairman S. So-
manath on Thursday re-
leased a coffee-table book
brought out by The Hindu
Group of Publications, IS-
RO: Exploring New Fron-
tiers - To The Moon, The
Sun & Beyond.

The : book curated by
T.S. Subramanian, former
Associate Editor, Frontline,
documents the achieve-
ments of India as a space
faring nation in detail,
from its nascent days in the
1960s to recent pro-
grammes like the Mars Or-
biter  Mission,  Chan-
drayaan-1, 2 and 3, and the
Aditya L-1 missions.

The book documents

these missions with in-
sightful behind-the-scenes
stories, interviews and
spectacular photographs
of India’s space journey.
Speaking on the occa-

sion, Mr. Somanath lauded |

The Hindu for bringing out
the book, which he said
was a good historical col-
lection of information re-
lated to the ISRO and In-
dia’s space programme.
“Many things come
back to mind when such a
book is being released. Of
course, the book has come
from the background of
Chandrayaan-3. But Chan-
drayaan-3 is just an event
that happened in the histo-
ry of ISRO and this book is
a good historical collection
of information about the
ISRO,” Mr. Somanath said.

(From left) Sridhar Aranala, VP, Sales and Distribution, The Hindu;

A

S. Somanath, ISRO chief; Suresh Nambath, Editor, The Hindu; and
T.S. Subramanian, curator of the book, at the event, K. MURALI KUMAR

He also congratulated the
publication for bringing
out books on art, culture,
literature and heritage.
“This is an important
work and you have com-
missioned people who

have certain credibility in
their domain to bring out
this book,” he said.

Suresh Nambath, Edi-
tor, The Hindu, said the
book takes a historical
view not only by drawing

from the newspaper’s ar-
chives but also from the IS-
RO’s resources and exten-
sive interviews with its
scientists.

“The Hindu is known as
a newspaper of record and
it is only natural that a re-
cord-setting organisation
such as the ISRO features
prominently in our pages.
From its very beginnings to
the spectacular achieve-
ments, The Hindu has
tracked the journey of the

ISRO from the earth to the

sky and to the moon,” Mr.
Nambath said.

He added that this book
was made possible by se-
nior journalist Mr. Subra-
manian who has set a re-
cord of his own by
covering over 50 launches

and that his expertise and

enterprise come through
every page. “The book has
been in the making since
the success of Chan-
drayaan-3 and it is up to
date with all subsequent ef-
forts at ISRO,” he added.

Sridhar Aranala, vice-
president, Sales and Distri-
bution, The Hindu, said,
“We got into the business
of making special publica-
tions in 2017 and it has
been a good journey. We
have almost published
about 165 titles and today it
is a proud moment that we
have been able to do so-
mething with the ISRO.”

K. Kirubanidhi, former
Senior Deputy Editor, The
Hindu, and R. Krithika, Se-
nior Deputy 'Editor, The
Hindu, have edited the
book.

/]
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Ve you heard the teacher?

i\

Their grumble, however inaudible, takes a heavy toll on

the nation. The cost multiplies with each passing year

Krisuna Kumar

THERE IS NO standard operating procedure
for reforming education. Every country tries
it in its own way. One can't think of a coun-
try where radical changes happened amidst
widespread resentment and melancholia
among teachers. Melancholia is the right
term to describe the psychological state
wherein both anger and cynicism have
proved insufficient for achieving mental
peace. Why teachers are not involved in
choosing the changes they are supposed to
implement is just a one mark question.
Everyone can guess the correct answer —
that teachers are not trusted in our system.
They are perceived as culprits. It is no easy
task to show that they are, in fact, victims.
“Anyone can teach”, is a common view.
Earlier this year, Bihar decided to use retired
policemen as teachers. I am sure they
brought in hard discipline among children.
That's what our schools lack, many believe,
and hold teachers responsible. Many others
feel that teachers don’t want to work, so they
don'tdeserve the salary they get. This line of
thought has led to popular endorsement of
the low-pay policy that the vast majority of
private schools follow. And then there is the
view that teachers form an obstacle to re-
forms, so the only way to bring changes is by
forcing teachers to adapt.

Administrators who deal with teachers
with a heavy hand are praised and remem-
bered. Stories of how they suspended some-
one on the spot circulate as proof of a time
when no one came late or left early, and
exam results shot up. This is the ultimate in-
dicator of quality even if the examination

systemis derided too. Comparisons between
government and private school teachers al-
ways show the former in a poor light, fur-
nishing easy justification for parental pref-
erences for private schools. On top of every
other complaint is the charge that teachers
indulge in politics. Dismantling their unions
is the path several state governments have
taken over the recent decades.
Pressure to conform has been the school
teachers’ ot all along, and now that pressure

A

Pressure to conform has
been the school teachers’ lot
all along, and now that
pressure covers the college
and university teacher as
well. Badgered by CCTV and
the routine demand for
uploading evidence, school
teachers have lost what little
autonomy they had before
the advent of digital life.
Such circumstances have
encouraged distrust towards
the teacher to grow
exponentially. I recall my
watershed moment when a
private school principal in
Surat boasted: ‘I can show
you what is going on in every
classroom without rising
from my chair’

" covers the college and university teacher as

well.Badgered by CCTV and the routine dem-
and for uploading evidence, school teachers
have lost what little autonomy they had bef-
ore the advent of digital life. Such circum-
stances have encouraged distrust towards the
teacher to grow exponentially. I recall my wa-
tershed moment when a private school prin-
cipal in Surat boasted: “I can show you what
is going on in every classroom without rising
from my chair." It was early in the century,and
the CCTV coverage in that school was already
comprehensive. No teacher or child was beyo-
nd the camera’s eye. This was aheady advance
over mere firing on the spot. In Delhi, the gov-
emment gained popular approval whenit of-
feredalink of CCTV surveillance to parents.

All these years, governments assumed
they knew how to sort out teachers. A new,
strange challenge has now surfaced and no
state directorate is sure of what to do. The
coaching industry has stumped the pundits
ofeducation. Coaching has usurped secondary
education in both government and private
schools. Historically, secondary level teachers
were responsible for preparing children for
board exams. They still do that, but the coach
has munched away at this job. By calling its
employees “teachers”, the coaching industry
has quietly changed the mould that defined
both teaching and the format of exams.
Multiple choice questions (MCQs) are the
dominant currency of knowledge now. It gives
the class teacher just one choice: To conform.

The distinction between coaching and
teaching was once important, but the market
hasbrought them closer. The coach has alim-
ited objective and he — most publicised
coaches are male — plays anarrow role in an
adolescent’slife. Ateacher, onthe other hand,
faces the full gamut of needs that adoles-
cence brings, in addition to academic de-
mands.Inmany lives, the secondary teacher
plays a decisive role, and is often remem-
bered with gratitude.

Teachers of primary and pre-primary
classes play an even more dedisive role, but
they are seldom remembered. Nor are they
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. . ially by
ecognised within the gystem. especi '
:\dm%:ismtors‘ The primary teachell'[g;s ng
status inour society and the early childhoo ;
teacher has evenless. She perfoms the seny
sitive task of inducting the child into a com;

_ munity of knowledge inevery field, creating

predispositions that shape the child’s inter-
ests and intellectual energy. These words
meanlittle in our system. Both traditionand
the rule structure uphold the norm that the|
younger the child you teach, the lower your
status and salary.

All teachers are produced by the higher‘
education system, and that is now the new
frontier of breathless reforms. Within the last|
few sessions, huge shifts in established prac-
tice have occurred. They include the semes-
ter system, four-year undergraduate pro-
gramme, centralised admission through a
MCQ-based test. Teachers have been critical
and sceptical of these tectonic changes. The
senior, outgoing generation of teachers s frus-
trated. Filling of vacancies poses anintractable
problem because the backlog is so huge. For
many years now, ad hoc teachers have kept
the system going. With their careers compro-
mised, they feel deeply unhappy. A swelling
workload and an increasing student-teacher
ratio have rendered them incapacitated for
professional growth.

Their jobisjustasimportantasthat of jun-
iordoctors, butuniversities and collegeshave
no emergency ward. Victims of a prejudiced
public perception, teachers are used to the
rhetoric repeated on Teachers' Day.Yes, itisa
day to renew one’s idealism, to feel inspired,
but for a vast number of teachers today, it is

hard to ignore the daily grind and ignominy.
Teachers' Day is a good occasion to remem-
be}' thatno nation canescape paying a heavy
price for makingits teachers chronically unha-

Ppy.Their grumble, howeverinaudible, takes
aheavy toll on the nation's human resource,
and the cost multiplies with each passingyear,
The wrjteris aformer university teacher and
Jormer Director of NCERT. His new book Thank
_You, Gandhi, will be released next montt,

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner
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STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

Delhi Education Minister Atishi on
Thursday said that the Kejriwal-led
Government is the only one that prioritises
sending principals and teachers abroad for
advanced training, rather than ministers and
officers.

Atishi, while addressing the audience at the
Delhi State Teachers Awards on Teacher’s Day,
said that the Kejriwal government is the only
one that sends principals and teachers abroad
for training, rather than ministers and offi-
cers.She highlighted that over 400 principals
and teachers have received training at pres-
tigious institutions like Cambridge University,
while 950 teachers have been trained at the
National Institute of Education in Singapore
and 1,700 teachers at IIM Ahmedabad.

“In 2015, when Arvind Kejriwal became the
Chief Minister of Delhi, education was never
the priority of any government. Government
schools were in a bad condition. Every fam-
ily used to think that even if we have to sac-
rifice our livelihood, we will take our children

in private schools,” said Atishi. 77 &

The Education Minister said that when
Arvind Kejriwal became the Chief Minister of
Delhi in 2015, he took a pledge that whether
a child is from a rich family or a poor fami-
ly, every child of Delhi will get world class edu-

cation.

“The result of this is that the Delhi govern-
ment became the first government in the

AAP Govt only one prioritising
sending educators abroad: Atishi

out of government schopls and educate‘themi has done till d

s & Ranjan Dimri
country to double the education budget in the
first year itself. The budget of Rs 5000 crore
was increased to Rs 10,000 crore. Delhi
became the first government in the country
to consistently spend the largest part of its
budget, almost a quarter, on education.
Which no other government in the country

)Md'ﬁd’w et s
er own background; the min-
ister said, “Both of my parents were teachers
at Delhi University. I have a personal con-
nection to this profession and understand the

value of quality education.”

She also emphasised the importance of
respecting teachers and said, “We have ele-
vated teachers to the position of gurus and
they are key to shaping future generations.”

|DoE insteucts Govt schools to promote

use of metro amony teachers, students

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

he Directorate of
Education has instructed
Delhi Government schools
to promote the use of Delhi
Metro among students and
teachers.
Heads of schools have been
instructed to conduct activi-
ties such as guided tours to
‘nearby metro stations and
short metro rides to educate
. the students about benefits of
?ublic transport.
‘All the heads of schools are
directed to cooperate with the

Delhi Metro Rail Corporation
(DMRC) to educate students
about the benefits of public
transportation in fostering a
sustainable future and pro-
mote the use of Delhi Metro
services among school stu-
dents and staff members,” the
Directorate of Education said
in a circular on Thursday.

The schools have been
advised to conduct 30-minute
presentations or interactive

sessions on the benefits and
use of metro services, either
during morning assembly or
as deemed fit.

The daily activities and class-
room teaching should not be
hindered during these activ-
ities, the circular said and
noted that the privacy of the
students and staff members
should not be affected in tgs
process.

There shall be no use of com-

- ters, mobile phones, videos

and digital cameras or any
such medium to “exploit,
harass or bully the chil-
dren/students”, during the
tours to the metro stations, it
added.

The Directorate of Education
also prohibited the uploading
of pictures and videos from
the trips on social media
without ‘its written permis-
sion.
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‘honoured with State Teacher’s Awar
MCD also gaye awardsto 90 teachers, including principals, Special educ_:,ator's, mentors

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 5
The Delhi Government on
Thursday honoured 118teachers
with the prestigious Rajya Shik-
shak Puraskar (State Teacher’s .
Award) for their exceptional con-
tribution to education in Delhi.
Presenting the awards; Delhi
Education Minister Atishi and
said, "Teachers work to give
wings to the dreams of chil-
dren and to shape the future of
the country"

Among the awardees, two
educators were singled out
for ', special  recognition. [
Kumari Niharika, a Special -
Educator at MCD Pratibha
Vidyalaya in East of Kailash,
was praised for her dedica-
tion to children with special 5
needs. Similarly, Sunita, &
Principal of Ravi Shankar
Sarvodaya Kanya Vidyalaya
in Bawana, was-honoured for
her exceptional leadership. : Liaf j i O D
- Meanwhile, the Municipal A group of teachers performs on the occasion of Teacher’s Day at the Civic Centre in New Delhi on Thursday.
also - honoured 90 teachers, /vark

WK

including 10 - principals, 65
teachers, 5 mentor teachers, 1
special - educator, 5 nursery itk
| recipients at a Teacher’s Day
. ceremony at the Kedarnath
. Sahni Auditorium Civic Centre

{ OMMaishisodianig th.
| chief guest at the ‘Shikshak °

7 ‘. Fo i bt "’vi a A ki
] B b

! Samman Samaroh’ event, E bl 0. i/ poltical purposes.” i
: " CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 EdubaﬂmMiﬂWAt_istﬁprmtsTeaehers" at Tyagraj Stadium.
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5womenamong 27 teachers get state award

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMLA, SEPTEMBER 5 '
Governor  Shiv . Pratap
Shukla conferred the State
Teacher’s Award on 27
teachers, including five
women teachers, on the
occasion of Teacher’s Day
at Raj Bhavan here today.
.The number of teachers
who received the award this
time is significantly higher
than the last few years —
only 13 teachers were given
the award last year and 15
in 2022, Calling the teachers
nation-builders, the Gover-
nor said the teachers should
be sensitive towards their
role of imparting education
and values to make the
process of teaching and
learning effective.

Meanwhile, most teachers.

attributed the increase to
the number of awardees
largely to the changes made
to the selection process.
“The selection process now
is much more fair and

transparent. It will encour-

age more teachers to apply
for the award. Unlike in the
past when an aspirant had
to apply himself for the
award, a teacher can be rec-

fQ;_‘_ Mb- 5"

THE AWARD GOESTO
- GENERAL .- HARD, TRIBAL AREAS

Suneel Dutt, Principal, Gwen'nnentModelSenior Kedar Nath Shamma, Hindi lecturer, GSSS, Rei ;
Secondary School (GMSSS), Jogindemagar | Subhash Chand, Language teacher, GSSS, Ladda
Kundan Lal, Political science lecturer, GMSSS, Anni | chandna Devi, Language teacher, Gssajmn
 Sanjay Kumar, Commerce lecturer, GUS_SS,Satahan- Sant Kumar ‘Negi, JBT, GCPS, Pangi

Sanjay Kumar, DPE, GMSSS, Sundernagar Rita Bala, JBT, GPS, Brelangj

 Hardeep Singh, TGT (Medical), GSSS, Teuri : " SPECIAL AWARD

Naresh Kumar, Language teacher, GGSSS.Sabatm Rohit Verma, Principal, GMSSS, Narag :

Prem Singh Thakur, Language teacher, Deepak Sharma, B{u{ogytectl.lrenGSSS,Mashobra
GGSSS, Suftanpur - | Kanta Sharma, JBT, GPA, Tarapur, Chopal
‘WMAWWGSSSWM Pushpender Kaushik, English lecturer, GSSS, Ganaguhat
Sunil Kumar, PET, GHS, Chakmoh : | Surinder Pundir, English lecturer, GSSS, Chhogtali
Madha Bata, JBT, GPS, Bharengl - | sanjeev Kumar, English lecturer, DIET, Stimla

Upender Thakur, JB, GPS, Thamari - | Upender Singh, Headmaster, GHS, Chaura
Surender Kumar, JBT, GPS, Fimu -| Mohan Sharma, Principal, GSSS, Indora
Bhagjrathi Sharma, HT, GPS, Punjilla Bhupender Sisodia, Principal, GSSS, Throch
ommended for the award by  ensure only deserving candi- ing out several activities to
others as well,” said an datesgettheaward,”hesaid. enhance students’ learning
awardee teacher. Incidentally, most of the and their overall personali-

Education Minister Rohit
Thakur, while congratulat-
ing the awardees, said the
old selection process had
been overhauled to ensure
only deserving teachers get
the award. “We have intro-
duced on-the-spot evalua-
tion of the students taught
by the teacher who has
applied for the award, pres-
entation by the aspirants
and their interviews to

teachers chosen for the

~award are from far-flung

areas, with five teachers
picked from the hard and
tribal areas of Chamba, Kin-
naur and Shimla. Of the
total awardees, five are
women teachers. “Some of
these teachers are in a sin-
gle-teacher school. Yet, they
are giving excellent results,
setting an example for all of
us. Many others are carry-
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ty,” said Education Secre-
tary Rakesh Kanwar.
While congratulating the
awardees, Thakur also
-reminded them that the
state, which was once ranked
alongside Kerala in educa-
tional standards, has slipped
down the ladder over the last
10 to 15 years. “We all need to
work together to bring the
state back on top in educa-
tion sector,” said Thakur.

—————
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Teachers salary

should

be higher than that of
IAS officers: Sisodia

Tnmumz NEws Snmcn

mmm.m. SEPTEMBER 5

Senior AAP leader and for-
mer Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia on Thursday
said the time had come when

the salaries of the teachers in

the country should be higher
than those of IAS officers if
the country wanted to
become a developed nation.
Sisodia said the salary df a
teacher, especially .the one
with 30-35 years’ of experi-
ence, should be more than that
of any government officer,
including a Cabinet Secretary,
He cited examples of
nations like Germany, where
the average salary of teachers
is Rs 72 lakh per annum,
slightly higher than that of

government officers, who

earn around Rs 71 lakh per
annum. Similarly, in coun-

tries like Belgium, Switzer-

land, the United States, and
Japan, teachers’ incomes
often exceed those of other
government employees.

He was speaking at the
‘Shikshak ‘Samman
Samaroh’ organised by the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) on the occasion
of Teacher’s Day. “The last
one and a half yedrs, I was in
difficult circumstances of my
life. When we are in difficult
circumstances, the lessons
given by teachers are most
useful. I studied a lot during
this time. I used to read books
for 8-10 hours. Most of all, I

- read about education, India’s
education system, the world’s
education system.” he said.

MANAS RANJAN BHUI

Former Education Minister Manish Slsodia speaksonthe
occasion ofTeacher's DayonThursday.--* it o

FEMSREY A L2 SR © R S

[ i 2
— — =

89

<+



?\-m %\T%%—\J(

HEXT | oc Qa8 200y | gss Fowi -y

\~ \ ]
R S sl o te

| s u:.&pa/.upb,-s L UU/)M 1A

. '%lrlh':‘l {L./;/L:J’J:;/%I r':
WA I, Py T
‘Lﬁu:{k&éé:ld?}:ld/,l/,tdjlgjl
CUEPUE S E U Bl e
(2P Bl U W1t

E@Jj/?ur_(‘__-,u,_@f/])y;

: u.b[udt_Jhw'g:;/;rc‘-dJ:/}:g{
i c:«”w;.,-zyutp{wf.,fz_;{u:/

Ol bV 3 2ad Sl € b

S HAdube K igutr
S okl S el =
g Z_—IML'L/JIbh,/VJ‘I/:l&

V.

':;Jl;;l!:zz’l(u;.)/b'hﬁfé [0

; _‘,L/{uffulufb‘lé_/hﬁ-ué
Vi

i v S8 duribx

[ LAl ey
L Ul VB e iy AU

Y
i

PSPt RSPl

| Ebbe L 2t

Jurlenpkinti Sofie

Vot Ll 0 fi P S St -
¥ ulee EnPundunSle
s b ST R, B
" J‘jl&l/}'gip’&b”ﬁﬁ‘.dﬂ/}&‘
o LSSl

Y PR O V- TYL

s Dol il b, G ppmia)

PrrrPTRT A R

Uit Yl L
Yl phe
ST os e bl
7B btnd LD, NS

. L‘/,ruulij};:_'/r_,;/_).j_guﬁ}l :

e S er ¥l sz J L
:./;.i,fg'y,;ﬂf_c—/.c’iuu;/

B e
\_'ﬁjﬁ(ﬁ;l/s’;gl
VBt
W o ¥ 25
W G bl
/JIJ(}{L,(U]L
e Lok 0

U0V et il
5541&/;4JU:§(:’"/5&£ L}L_n//~

J‘U}l/@-’»& ﬁ‘_ff‘;_ LEM‘J diL)_l)
ng{wérK&__;é:)fuujJUl
L/IJIJUI(')I‘I?&;/L«_E_'A-‘L
P NELuniS
(Ll LIS AS
Q:I Al Jd”}d)i. Z u":c}’:d/b'ﬁ

L,;lnulrli?; Gﬁ/hﬁu’.?e_ (1/-;

Znpftt e s SUP St L,
AP Pl n P

slyn 2 B e

A g 7ot

FFLT i) 205t
2 éfu_fJM,L‘//,JluuZ&ZE :
ujé“_,f.,vtb(&’énjtuﬁg&;fu .
ol KL Lo
LS IAWAN N AT

SIS S Sl i

'.z__;bla_iu':_,ﬁmf(\_éufu_ﬁgff
st U2 SO
LM}Q}L&JIMJF.BJU’CJJ
e iz Vev¥
J:U,‘FUI&L‘)‘I/; ez

Lh\gl[{\&'&wfq_f:/lzmls {é

JuJ’l/h;):);d/gjzuz&\_}'_Jf})Lﬂl ‘
e g0 -

: el dolediaac
Lomiinfos il — .

ﬁ&zul;éfk{dﬂjl:):d@\/ﬂ - o

CrA LS updmasti " Ju/b’:?-’d(} 7
L;L}’ué!bﬁl_ﬁlﬁéﬂ'{/c—— ':_"—/jl)i{ :)’ e -'
r(df~ﬁl)_g,5_1’?(L/(..;.lef.JrJU:;| Jd/‘fﬂ/‘ }:% 8 oy
d-Jv-‘jUh(lbjﬁ’wld;"”c._u/A.L “ﬁ'dn{ufju}&u‘g}b‘”ﬁj/

Calel 2 ALt Lt e Sbulin ) G U ST 2 2 Usil Lff”m_ruﬁ ‘E‘?‘.’”\—"d"i’"r{uffgﬂfi{,‘ ¢
CBES Lo fe AU CEe S bt g R 2 ’dr/’l _Ut b’”%@“:m{uf’ =ene
B s LOE iyl e s U Sl U Sl UL TUS
“J‘ml{f’”@f;ffz.tgybcfué,&z L 2 e

AP IR AN RN IS V]
&u: 6/-{6"' : Jq)ﬁl_:n}@n;,@.:_;«,fjj
BUE Il <Ll . LJI;&?’/,!ULI;JI,f\f:JL
LSt o Sy S Jiel Ut
C")’L;-:»f’:'j\? : a:)/lf‘adxd'l)ul_r)tf}.?ldm,»}
vt E s, L U E S
P U;Ju[_ Etl_vﬁ.zz&u.;‘gék/:_@;uf,lgnv
A :-(u?&ﬂ?&f\rl /gj!;\k_;f&&;l,dfz,h_ﬁm
,.:,l,uJuu,lugZ_/f/Tul)'[U ‘-Jh/;)LZ:”L:'fJGlJD;VLL\g
LI SR S te b gt G S g Uk
b T Ly I el s
Wi Tu sy Sdoag bbbl Tlipy”
Lj,_:,:_r.} J)L Ul sl ox bt £ 0] JF‘"/‘";‘}J.Z'/J Llags Uy £3
Ll Loy eveTult g Jb s>

Lf‘c. Y4 Jc)"la’dx';jji
S Ul §UA
UL LS
BRI - AVs

UM LSSt g FRISHEr L ok Liey,
Jiﬁqu{LyﬁLJK L?rrdiu:;g&)? Ve 12 S0t Jiealer s
LA Lt P BB iy it i

I P Suste UIL LLS/DI J)/ PP o e .
s e : L QP wp §1 U 7 e B
ERPCRA T L8 Qe L Unpa LiGEmie?  uhugimisniuhl i ey d: e %df'J&‘/féw"u:,/vgm
cditoﬁnizami@gma}il@om " : g g‘_gal_/gééagwuﬁ/{?x LG L USSP -y K‘-’) &515? g
AL 4 s ? . 4 ! el N

La i pes gl

90

04 US;/. 'J)JJ L c)»;{g L)}UE L{/?U-J)Lf.l

G Scanned with OKEN Scanner



Ministry of Education

International Conference on ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ to set
stage for International Literacy Day 2024

Posted On: 06 SEP 2024 8:09PM by PIB Delhi

As a prelude to International Literacy Day 2024, the Ministry of Education, Government of India, is going to organize an
International Conference titled “Spectrum of Literacy” on 7th September 2024. The conference will be held virtually from
CIET, NCERT, New Delhi. It will bring together global and national experts, educators, policymakers, and literacy advocates
to explore the diverse and evolving dimensions of literacy in today's world.

The international conference will be chaired by the Secretary of Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Shri
Sanjay Kumar. Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary, DoSEL; Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT;
Smt. Joyce Poan, Chief of the Education Sector at UNESCO’s Regional Office for South Asia; and other dignitaries will be
present at the event.

The conference will feature two engaging sessions titled “Exploring the ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ in India” and “Global
Perspectives on Literacy Chaired”.

The conference, underscoring the theme “Spectrum of Literacy”, will reflect the broad and diverse challenges and
opportunities in education globally.

skskoskokok

SS/AK

(Release ID: 2052661) Visitor Counter : 942

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi
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https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2052679
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2052668
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Claés X1 student from Amity
International School conferred

with Arya Navachar Samman

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI :

Suham’ Chauhan, astudentof ©
Class  XII, Anmity

International Schoo] Pushp
Vihar New Delhi, has been
conferred with “Arya Navachar
Samman’, for her path-break-
ing innovation, “Suraksha

Suhani and lauded her unique

Kavach”, during “Rashtriya
Arya Buddhijivi Sammelan”
held in the national | Capital.
Suhani_designed “Suraksha
Kavach’, a safety shield made of
alumlmum sheet with a handle,
which protects from the intense
heat of Yagya Kund. This
Kavach is already patented.
Chief Guest Lok Sabha MP
Bansuri Swaraj congratulated

innovation and said that it is
important to innovate in every
field and a young child think-
ing about the society is a big
step towards nation-building.
She advised everyone to imbibe
the ‘teachings of Swami
Dayanand Saraswati, which
are in sync with Prime
Minister’s vision of Viksit
Bharat@2047.

92




Tre Hindlu, F Sept 200y %r\go, 12

X

PM meets teachers,

 pitches for education

in mother tongue

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

| Prime Minister Narendra

Modi on Friday interacted
with teachers who have
been conferred the Nation-
al Teachers Awards and
spoke to them about the

importance of getting edu-

cation in one’s mother
tongue. .

The awardees shared
their teaching experience
with the Prime Minister
and talked about tech-
niques used to make learn-
ing more interesting. Mr.
Modi commended their
dedication to the craft of

teaching.

NEP’s impact discussed

He discussed the impact of
the -National Education
Policy and spoke about the
significance of mother ton-
gue in education. He sug-
gested that the teachers
can teach local folklore to
students in different lan-
guages so that the children
can learn multiple languag-

es and get exposure to the -

vibrant culture of India.
“Teachers can take their
students on educational
tours to explore India’s di-
versity, which will aid their
learning and also help
them get to know about

Narendra Modi

their country in a holistic
manner,” he said. He ad-
ded that this will boost tou-
rism and give a fillip to the
local economy as well.

He suggested that the
awardees should connect
through' social media and
share their best practices
so that everyone can learn,
adapt and benefit.

The National Teachers
Awards are given to cele-
brate and honour the un-
ique contribution of some
of the finest teachers in the
country. For the awards
this year, 82 teachers from
across the country were se-
lected, which include 50.
teachers selected by the
Department of School Edu-
cation & Literacy, 16 teach-
ers by the Department of
Higher Education, and 16
teachers by the Ministry of

8kill Development and En-

trepreneurship.
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Hayao Miyazaki's films invite audiences to look around with wonder and courage

SHAYANTANI DAS

EVERY YEAR, THE Ramon Magsaysay Award
recognises the “greatness of spirit shown in
selfless service tothe peoplesof Asia...” One of
this year’s recipients, Hayao Miyazaki, embod-
iesthis spirit. The co-founder of Studio Ghibli,
director of 12 animated feature films, and a
mangaartist, is celebrated asone of the great-
est visionaries in animated cinema. Starting
with The Castle of Cagliostroin 1979, Miyazaki's
work has constantly displayed the wisdom of
aphilosopher, the craftsmanship of an artist,
and the heart of achild.

While his films are not exclusively for chil-
dren, watching a Miyazaki film feels like step-
ping into childhood. Perhapsitis the delight-
ful beings that populate his narratives: Cat
buses that rumble past, castles that floatand
belch steam, and soot sprites that dance on
their tiny feet. Or, it is the courageous young
heroes and heroines —a boy with a pig snout
flying an airplane, a young girl trapped in a
spirit world, a teenage witch in training. The
beauty of each frame, from sun-dappled for-
est to cloud-speckled skies and otherworldly
spiritrealms, isatestament to his years ofap-
prenticeship as a hands-on animator.

But beyond each frame's beauty lies an
ominous darkness, often war and ecological
crisis. In Howl's Moving Castle (2004), idyllic
skies are obscured by smoke from warplanes
while in Princess Mononoke (1997), the gods
and spirits of a forest clash against the humans
who drain its resources. The natural world is
full of forces both gentle and vengeful. Even

These calamitous forces —
fascism, war, and ecological
collapse — often replace
traditional epic villains in
Miyazaki’s films. These forces
are a threat to the world and
not just the protagonist.
‘When antagonists do appear,
they are often redeemed

— not necessarily by their
actions, but through the
protagonist’s acceptance

and empathy.

his quietest film, My Neighbor Totoro(1988)is
setagainst real-world anxieties thatinfiltrate
a children’s world like a parents'illness, lone-
liness, and change. As a filmmaker, he offers
his young audience comfort without talking
downto them. His soft world-buildinginvites
viewers to fill in the gaps with their imagina-
tion, showing deep respect for the emotional
complexity and curiosity of children.

A recurring thematic concern in his work
is the mixed blessings of technological
progress. His characters walk in the air, on
brooms, or on the back of winged spirits. But
often flights of fancy arereplaced by literal aer-
ial adventures. In one of his early films, Porco
Rosso (1992), the titular character is Marco, a
disillusioned fighter pilot turned bounty
hunter, who has been cursed to live as a pig.
Set against the rise of Mussolini's fascist
regime, Marco suffers from survivor’s guilt.
His meticulously maintained red plane stands
both for personal defiance and a gateway o
his pre-war memories. Miyazakiis even more
explicitin his exploration of this theme in The
Wind Rises (2013). The film follows Jiro
Horikoshi, the aeronautical engineer who de-
signed Japan's Zero fighter plane used in
World War I1. Jiro dreams of majestic aircraft
crisscrossing dream-like skies. He laments to
his idol, Giovanni Caproni, that none of his
planes ever returned. Caproni's response,
“There was nothing to return to. Airplanes are
beautiful dreams. Cursed dreams, waiting for
the skytoswallow themup,” encapsulates the
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central dilemma — beautiful things, feats of
engineering, technological advances are also
tied up with their catastrophic application.
Miyazaki's multitudes of lovingly drawn air-
craftrepresent humaningenuity and freedom,
but also war and modernity.

These calamitous forces — fascism, war,
and ecological collapse —often replace traditi-
onal epicvillains in Miyazaki's films. These for-
ces are a threat to the world and not just the
protagonist. Whenantagonists doappear, they
are often redeemed — not necessarily by their
actions, but through the protagonist’s accept-
ance and empathy. In Spirited Away (2001),
Chihiro never directly confronts the powerful
Yubaba, ruler of the bathhouse. Instead, sheiis
clever, resourceful, and kind, and her actions
culminate with her calling Yubaba “granny” |
before her return to the human realm. ;

Miyazaki's heroes and heroines are brave
but not in obvious ways. It is a quiet, hesitant,
tentative courage, a mix of stoicism and vul-
nerability. At 83, The Boy and the Heron re-
leased lastyear may be hislast. His legacy will
notjust be his extensive body of workbutalso
his way of seeing. As the world moves towards
environmental ruin and givesin to the lure of
authoritarianism — threats Miyazaki haslong
foreseen — his films will continue to invite au-
diences to look around not just with cynicism ,
but also with wonder and quiet courage. ‘

The writer is assistant professor, Department
of English, Hindu College, University of Delhi |
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/" ARainbow Is Always
84 Degrees ACross

How trigonometry explains the natural & byilt worlds

=0

urns out, triangles unlock

the most important bits of

Knowledge discovered by

humans. Love Triangle:
How Trigonometry Shapes the
World by Matt Parker, shows how
this geometry underlies so much of
what we take for granted.

Triangles are easy to decode with
partial information. Say you only
know the length of thelines,orjusta
length and two angles — you can
figure out the rest. They're like
“nature’s sudoku”, says the book.
For instance, trigonometry can help
you figure out exactly how high a
balloon is drifting, from just one
photograph of it.

Straight roads, centuries of accurate
maps depend on this
shape. Usingashadow
to measure the height

mindfield

different angles depending on the
friction between their particles. Wheat
flour or chalk dust will give you an
angle of 45 degrees, dry sand 34
degrees.

Everyone remembers the Pytha-
goras theorem from school, and all
civilisations seem to have arrived on
the same idea sooner or later. The
book shows how the theorem was
used to correct NBA distance statistics,
forinstance.

Triangles are essential to const-
ruction. Civil engineers love them
because they don’t skew - a rectangle
flops into a parallelogram unless it
has a diagonal to keep it firm, but a
trianglestaysrigid.

A bunch of contiguous triangles
" is a mesh. Much
architecture is based
on these repeated

of a tower? That's

SHORT TAKES ON BIG IDEAS

shapes orlattices-the

an old trick with
triangles too, used
right from the days
of Thales of Miletus
in 500 BCE. The
Egyptians  needed
maths to measure
and divide plots of
land, after the Nile’s
periodic  flooding.
Triangles were used
to calculate where
we are situated in space, to measure
the size of Earth. In the 1700s, two
French mathematicians mapped a
chain of 115 giant triangles from
Dunkirk to Spain, measuring the
angles to figure out exact latitude,
then deduce what percentage of
Earth’s circumference they had
covered, and scale up their calculations
toestimate the size of the planet.
Look around, you see angles
everywhere in nature and the built
world. The wake behind a duck in a
pond is always 39 degrees, which tells
ussomethingabout waves. Arainbow
isalways84degreesacross. Poolplayers
use the principle of triangles,

imagining a phantom pocket, to plot |

and play their shots.
If you pour different substances
out on a table in piles, they form

British Museum roof,
for example. Today,
3D modelling and
printing use triangle
meshes, as do compu-
tergames.
Anysignalcanbe
built up from sine
waves. Sine waves
are one of the most
iconic shapes in
mathematics, and they
depend as much on circles as triangles.
If you take a circle and pullit out into
aspiral or helix, the projectionof that
helix is a sine wave from one direc-
tion,and a cosine wave from theother.
Avibrating guitar string isasine wave.

Fourier wave analysis helped us
understand light waves and physics,
transmittingaudiosignals, exploring
crystal structures, helping crack the
natureof DNA. GPSand moderndata

. applications could not exist without
trigonometry, measuring the distance
and time-distortion between us and
the satellites.

How to divide a sandwich? How to
estimate a basketball shot or theimpact
of an asteroid hit or understand how
amotorbike flips and falls? Triangles.
are everything and everything is
triangles, saysthe book. '
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Govt making efforts to recognise bright
teachers adopting innovative methods:
PM Modi

In an interaction with teachers who were conferred National Teachers' Awards, he
said they could prepare young students for 'Viksit Bharat'.

. PTI
Lo

Last Updated : 07 September 2024, 14:27 IST

Follow Us: (9 o= =lo Q2

| - | . D . _/ - 4
Prime Minister Narendra Modi interacts with the winners of National Teachers' Award 2024, in New
Delhi. Credit: PTI Photo

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said efforts were being made to recognise bright
teachers practising innovative methods as he took an apparent swipe at past governments, saying he
would not talk about what used to happen earlier.
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In an interaction with teachers who were conferred National Teachers' Awards, he said they could
prepare young students for 'Viksit Bharat'.

The interaction took place on Friday while its video was shared on Saturday.

Modi suggested that the teachers could involve the students in selecting the top 100 tourist
destinations in the country by encouraging them to learn about different places they might visit as
part of education tours.

Phogat, Bajrang Punia join Congress

The teachers awarded were selected after a long process as their efforts can be useful in the new
National Education Policy (NEF), Modi said while noting that there would be many others doing
excellent work.

He told the teachers to take their students to nearby universities and watch sporting events as the
experience could fire up their dreams.

As many as 82 teachers from around the country were selected for the award. They included 50
teachers by the Department of School Education & Literacy, 16 by the Department of Higher Education
and 16 by the Union Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship, an official statement said.

Also Read: Mission remains to ensure voice of love heard in every corner of country: Rahul on Bharat Jodo
Yatra anniversary

Modi suggested that the awardee teachers connect with each other on social media and share their
best practices so that everyone could learn, adapt and benefit.

He highlighted the impact of the NEP and spoke about the significance of attaining education in the
mother tongue.

The prime minister suggested that the teachers teach local folklore to their students in different
languages so that they learn multiple languages and also get exposure to India's vibrant culture.

Published 07 September 2024, 14:27 IST

India News Narendra Modi Teachers Teachers Day
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Ministry of Education to Host ‘Spectrum of Literacy’
Conference for Global Experts

By digitalLEARNING Network - September 7, 2024

International

DAY

’
7y
'/‘ -V |

As a prelude to International Literacy Day 2024, the Ministry of Education, Government of India, is set to
host a global event titled "Spectrum of Literacy”. Taking place virtually on September 7, 2024, from CIET,
NCERT, New Delhi, this high-profile International Conference will bring together a diverse group of global and
national experts, educators, policymakers, and literacy advocates. The primary focus will be on exploring the
dynamic and evolving dimensions of literacy in today’s rapidly advancing world, addressing challenges and
opportunities in education.

The conference will be chaired by Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of the Department of School Education and
Literacy (DoSEL). Distinguished speakers include Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary of DoSEL,
Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT, and Smt. Joyce Poan, Chief of the Education Sector at
UNESCO's Regional Office for South Asia. These key dignitaries, along with other notable figures, will delve
into the ways literacy can be advanced globally and in India, particularly in the context of today’s digital and
interconnected world.

Key sessions include "Exploring the 'Spectrum of Literacy’ in India” and “Global Perspectives on Literacy”.
These discussions will cover the broad scope of literacy education, reflecting diverse regional needs and the
global trend towards digital learning and innovation in literacy.

The central theme of the conference is the "Spectrum of Literacy,” and it highlights the evolving nature of
literacy in the 21st century. It focuses not only on basic literacy but also on digital literacy, media literacy,
and financial literacy, which are becoming essential skills for navigating modern society. The event will
examine how educational policies and initiatives can promote inclusive education and boost global literacy
rates.

Also Read :- CBSE Expands Globally: First Regional Office Launched in Dubai

The International Conference on Spectrum of Literacy is a key event leading up to International Literacy Day
2024 on September 8. It emphasises India’s commitment to advanogmg literacy and fostering an equitable,
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inclusive learning environment. This conference is a major step towards addressing the global literacy gap
and aligns with the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), particularly SDG 4—Quality Education for all.

ested in staying updated on developments in global and Indian literacy initiatives, this event is expected to
deliver significant insights and set the tone for future educational reforms.

Be a part of Elets Collaborative Initiatives. Join Us for Upcoming Events and explore business
opportunities. Like us on Facebook , connect with us on LinkedIn and follow us on Twitter,

Instagram.
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Ministry of Education

Shri Sanjay Kumar chairs International Conference on
‘Spectrum of Literacy’ on the eve of International Literacy
Day 2024

Multilingualism is one of the central pillars of National Education Policy
2020 - Shri Sanjay Kumar

Posted On: 07 SEP 2024 7:16PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), chaired an international conference
titled “Spectrum of Literacy” today at the CIET, NCERT, New Delhi. The Ministry of Education, Government of India,
organized this virtual conference as a prelude to International Literacy Day 2024, to be celebrated tomorrow in an event at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary, DoSEL; Prof. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director of NCERT; Smt. Joyce Poan,
Chief of the Education Sector at UNESCO’s Regional Office for South Asia; and other dignitaries attended the conference. It
brought together global and national experts, educators, policymakers, and literacy advocates to explore the diverse and
evolving dimensions of literacy in today's world.

Shri Sanjay Kumar in his address mentioned how the definition of literacy now includes Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Literacy, critical life skills, like digital, financial, and legal literacy, etc. Literacy should help people navigate
through life, he emphasised. He said that ULLAS is the framework under which we must work to bring down the literacy gap
between the urban and rural populations and between males and females. Literacy is to become a powerful force of change
and we must carefully negotiate with the strategies and frameworks that underpin our efforts, he said.

Highlighting this year’s theme of International Literacy Day, Promoting Literacy Through Multilingualism, he mentioned
that one of the central pillars of the National Education Policy 2020 is multilingualism. Children learn best when they are
taught in their Mother Tongue, he added. He underscored the importance of educating women so that their representation

increases in the workforce.

Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi, Joint Secretary, Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), delivered the
inaugural address and gave a presentation highlighting the role of ULLAS-Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram, a program
introduced to foster adult literacy across the nation.

The conference featured two engaging sessions titled “Exploring the ‘Spectrum of Literacy’ in India” and “Global
Perspectives on Literacy Chaired”. The first session was chaired by Dr. Amarendra P. Behera, Joint Director, CIET, NCERT.
The session focused on diverse perspectives on literacy ‘Yﬁlﬂn India. Speakers included Ms. Kesang Sherpa, Member



Secretary, National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE); Dr. M.K.S. Sundaram, Principal Secretary, Basic Education
Department, UP; and Prof. Jai Prakash Dubey, Director, Delhi School of Journalism, University of Delhi.

The second session was chaired by Prof. T.G. Sitharam, Chairman AICTE. This session provided an international perspective
on literacy. Renowned global experts such as Mr. Nicholas Jonas from Germany, Prof. Iddo Gal from Israel, and Dr. Anke
Grotluschen from Germany discussed critical issues ranging from adult literacy to the impact of artificial intelligence on
literacy. Dr. John Benseman provided valuable insights on "Literacy in Social Spaces". The event concluded with a summary

of the steps ahead.

The conference, underscoring the theme “Spectrum of Literacy”, reflected the broad and diverse challenges and opportunities
in education globally. It concluded with a call to action to strengthen partnerships and collaborations to build a literate (Jan

Jan Saakshar) and inclusive world.
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Home > India » Education > Ayurveda, Angula & shlokas find mention in new NEP-inspired NCERT Class 6...

Ayurveda, Angula & shlokas find mention in new NEP-inspired NCERT
Class 6 science textbook

FAREEHA IFTIKHAR 07 September, 2024 05:53 pm IST

Cover of new NCERT class 6 science book, named Curiosity | By special arrangement

New Delhi: Students of Class 6 are set to study topics based on India’s past scientific marvels as part of their
science curriculum. These include Sanskrit shlokas, the ancient measurement system Angula’(finger breadth),
Ayurveda, regional stories associated with stars in constellations, and achievements of Indian scientists,
among other facts.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) released this year a new Class 6 science
textbook along with books for other subjects.

Advertisment
The new Class 6 science textbook—Curiosity—has been written keeping in mind the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and the new National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023, NCERT
director Dinesh Prasad Saklani says in the foreword.
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Saklani adds, “The content seamlessly weaves together concepts from physics, chemistry, biology, and earth
science, along with cross-cutting themes like environmental education, value education, inclusive education,
and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). The textbook aims to engage learners through an integrated approach by
including multiple activities and thoughtful use of technology.”

NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023 emphasise that the school curriculum should be “rooted in the Indian and local
context and ethos”.

Curiosity has 12 chapters, three of which begin with Sanskrit teachings on a healthy body, diversity and a
Sanskrit treatise on alchemy. One chapter starts with a quote by Tamil poet and philosopher Thiruvalluvar on
water and rainfall, and another begins with a saying by 15th century Indian mystic poet Kabir Das. In the third
chapter, annena jatani jivanti—a quote from the Taittiriya Upanishad—has been included as the ‘thought of
the day’.

3T T AR

Thought of the day

annena jatani jivanti

Life Cover up to 99 years age.

A quote from the Taittiriya Upanishad in chapter 3 | By special arrangement

School teachers ThePrint spoke to confirmed that the previous Class 6 science textbook did not delve much on
ancient knowledge systems, and were mostly limited to social sciences.

“This marks the first time a science book has referenced the ancient Indian knowledge system. And it is good
that it has not replaced the modern content. It (ancient knowledge system) has just been incorporated with it
(modern content),” said a science teacher at a private school in Delhi who did not wish to be named.

Also Read: Meghalaya university which grew from 6 to 6,000 students sees dip in enrollments after Sarma’s
Advertisment
attack
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Angula to Ayurveda

In its fifth chapter, which is on measurements, Curiosity mentions how India has a rich history of
measurement systems that dates back to ancient times. It mentions Angula, dhanusa (an ancient Indian
measure of length equivalent to four hands), and yojana (a Vedic measure of distance that is exactly equal to
7.64 miles).

The chapter also explains how measurement systems were mentioned in ancient Indian literature and were
used in architecture, town planning and to measure artefacts.

“The angula is still used by traditional craftspeople like carpenters and tailors. Several objects with ruled
markings which could be scales have been excavated from sites of the Harappan Civilisation,” the book says.

Life Cover up to 99 years age.

Mention of ancient measurement systems in Chapter 5 of NCERT’s new Class 6 science textbook | By special arrangement
At several places, Curiosity carries references to Ayurveda.

The ninth chapter—Methods of Separation in Everyday Life—says that in the traditional Indian system of
holistic health and medicine called Ayurveda, herbs or parts of plants are prescribed as remedies. “These
ingredients like roots, leaves, flowers or seeds of various medicinal plants are often dried in the shade. This
practice facilitates the evaporation of excess water, leaving behind the important part of the medicine.”

The sixth chapter talks about how a classification system of grouping things was mentioned in Ayurveda, and
includes a shloka that explains properties used to describe all physical matters in Ayurveda. The properties
include guru (heavy), manda (slow), hima (cold) and mridu (soft), among others.

Advertisment
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Chapter 6 of Curiosity mentions Ayurveda | By special arrangement

Regional and Sanskrit names of stars and planets

In the 12th chapter—Beyond Earth—the textbook mentions that in Indian astronomy, the term nakshatrais
used to denote either a certain star or a group of stars, such as Ardr (Betelgeuse star in Orion constellation) and
Krittika (a group of stars called Pleiades in Taurus constellation). Aldebaran, a star in Taurus, is known as
Rohiniin Sanskrit.

The chapter also includes ancient names that have been used across India for the planets visible to the naked
eye. Examples include Budha (Mercury), Shukra (Venus), Prithvi (Earth), Mangala (Mars), Brihaspati or Guru
(Jupiter) and Shani (Saturn).

-+ Aldeb Life Cover up to 99 years age.
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In Indian astronomy, the term nakshatra is used to denote
either a certain star or a group of stars, such as Ardra
(a star called Betelgeuse in the Orion congte]lation) and
Krittika (a group of stars called Pleiades in the Taurus

constellation). Aldebaran, a star in the constellation
More to Taurus, is known as RohinL.
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Curiosity’s chapter 6 talks about ancient Indian astronomy | By special arrangement

Regional stories associated with stars in the constella{iﬁlgs are also part of the book.
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“For example, the four stars in the Big Dipper that approximately form a rectangle, are viewed by tribes in
Central India as the ‘grandmother’s cot’ with the three thieves (other three stars) stealing it. Fishermen along
the Konkan coast imagine the four stars as a boat, with the last three stars as the neck of the boat,” the 12th
chapter says.

It adds that in Sanskrit and a few other Indian languages, a comet is called Dhumaketu. “Various tribes in
India also call it Pucchya-Taro (star with a tail) or Zendya-Taro (star like a flag).”

Introducing children to India’s rich knowledge is a welcoming idea, Anand Prakash, assistant professor of
chemistry in Delhi University, told ThePrint. “It is good that children should know the language and words
used by people in rural India even now. People in the village use Shukra and budha instead of Venus and
Mercury, respectively. However, while including Indian context, the accuracy and relevance should also be kept
in mind.”

Indian scientists and their contributions

Curiosity also mentions Indian scientist Coluthur Gopalan, who is credited with initiating nutrition research
in India.

“He led surveys on the nutritional status of the Indian population, identifying widespread deficiencies in
protein, energy, and other food components. This led to the implementation of the Mid Day Meal Programme
in 2002, now a PM POSHAN initiative, to provide balanced food in the government-run and government-aided
schools of our country,” it reads.

The book talks about Indian plant physiologist and physicist Sir Jagadish Chandra Bose, explaining his
contributions in building a machine known as a crescograph, which records how plants respond to stimuli
such as light, heat, electricity and gravity. “With this machine, he could measure how fast plants grow. He also
showed that plants can sense and respond to stimuli.”

(Edited by Radifah Kabir)
Life Cover up to 99 years age.

Also read: UK’s University of Southampton is coming to Gurugram, Ist foreign i
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Government making efforts to recognise bright
BPactsing Inovative methods: PM

teachers

PNS B NEW DELHI

Pn‘me Minister Narendra
Modi has said efforts were
being made to recognise bright
teachers practising innovative
methods as he took an appar-
ent swipe at past Governments,
saying he would not talk about
what used to happen earlier,
In an interaction with teachers
who were conferred National
Teachers’ Awards, he said they
could prepare young students
for ‘Viksit Bharat, The inter-
action took place on Friday
while its video was shared on
Saturday.

Modi suggested that the teach-
ers could involve the students
in selecting the top 100 tourist
destinations in the country by
encouraging them to learn
about different places they
might visit as part of education
tours. 3

The teachers awarded were

selected after a long process as
their efforts can be useful in the
new National Education Policy
(NEP), Modi said while noting

that there would be many oth-
ers doing excellent work.

He told the teachers to take
their students to nearby uni-

£

Versities and watch sportin
events as the experience coul
fire up their dreams,

As many as 82 teachers from

around the country were select- |
ed for the award.

They included 50 teachers by
the Department of School
Education & Literacy, 16 by the
Department of Higher
Education and 16 by the Union
Ministry of Skill Development
and Entrepreneurship; an offi-
cial statement sgid.

Modi suggested that the
awardee teachersiconnect with
each other on socjal media and
share their best practices so that
everyone could learn, adapt
and benefit,

He highlighted the impact of
the NEP and spoke about the
significance ofp attaining edu-
cation in the mother tongue.
The Prime inister suggested
that the teachers teach local I
folklore to their students in dif-
ferent languages so that they
learn multiple languages and
also get exposure to India’s
vibrant culture.

109




The

Timu ¢ dndic

0§ SLP’WE“* 2224, ?&})LMQ..S

Separate Classes At Govt Schools For

High-1Q Students: Will Others Suffer?

7,000 Candidates In Queue For Abhishikt Entry, Multi-Stage Selection On
MAKING ABILITY A CLASS APART

Saket.Suman@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi govt is lik-
ely to introduce specialised
. classrooms for gifted students
in 15 of its schools after the
mid-term examinations later
this month. Known as ‘Abhis-
hikt’, these classrooms will ca-
ter to students from classes VI
andIX and are aimed atnurtu-
ring students with high intel-
ligence, as determined by a ri-
gorous screening process.
The Abhishikt program-
me, according to officials at
the = Inclusive Education
Branch under the Directora-
te of Education, involves a
multi-stage selection pro-
- cess, The first stage includes
nominations, followed by a
culture-fair test, non-verbal
interviews and IQ assess-
ment. The criteria are speci-
fic, officials said. Students
must have an IQ above 130 to
qualify for the programme.
TOI has learnt that around
7,000 students currently en-
rolled in classes VIand IX are
in the fray for the program-
me. Those selected will at-
tend the specialised classro-
omsinl5publicschools while
continuing to follow the
NCERT curriculum. They
will receive additional lear-
ning opportunities that will
allow them to engage with
moreadvanced materials.
Critics of the programme
said, therefore, that prioriti-
sing high-IQ students risks
deepening the gap between
highachieversand therest of
thestudentbody. Thedropout
rate, ‘already a concern in
Delhi, could rise further if
struggling students feel neg-
lected. “Careful attention has
been paid to avoid that,” said

Sanjay Saini, a Hindi teacher,

whoattended training for the
programme last month. “Ab-
hishikt is meant to polish the
talents of high-performing

unique classrooms in

15 govt schools being
created to cater to ‘gifted
students’ from classes VI

apdixs e

lo teachers have
undergone a special

training for these classes after

a rigorous selection process at

Veer Savarkar School in Kalkaji

" » The students are being
chosen through a multi-stage
-selection process; those with
an 1Q above 130 will qualify for
the programme

» They will follow the
NCERT curriculum, but also
receive additional learning
opportunities by using

more advanced materials
and even study the topics of
higher grades

> Over the past few years,
Delhi govt has launched
several programmes such as
‘Super 100" and ‘Champions of
Tomorrow’ aimed at high-
performing students

~ rise f struggling students

How these classes may impact other students

> Prioritising high-1Q . !
students may deepen the

gap between high achievers | |
and the rest of students

> The dropout rate may l

feel neglected

» Delhi govt runs about
21% of the total number of

] schools in the city, but the
share of enrolment is
| about 37%

students. Sometimes when
youstudy in a competitiveen-
vironment where everybody
is as good as you, it helps you
push your own barriers.”
Teachers from areas like
Narela and Bawana, where
they are often overburdened
and students receive limited
individualised attention, ho-
wever, maintained that the in-
troduction of specialised pro-
grammes like Abhishikt could
further strain the system by di-
verting attention and resour-
ces away from the students
who need them most. The 104
teachers for the programme
have been selected from govt
schools and no new hirings ha-"
vebeenmade, they pointed out.
A govt school teacher in
east Delhi noted, “While focu-

sing on the brightest students
isimportant, govt needstoen-
sure that it isn’t ignoring the
larger population of strugg-
ling students. There are stu-
dents in our schools whodon’t
have access to basic educatio-
nal resources at home. Many
of them live in overcrowded
neighbourhoods where stu-
dyingisachallenge.”

T_IME§ Special

Indeed, Delhi’s public edu-
cation system is one of thelar-
gest and.most complex in the
feountry as it'Serves nearly 16
lakh students across approxi=-
mately 1,100 schools. A wvast
majority of thesestudentslive
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in working-class neighbour-
hoods, where the socio-econo-
mic conditions are challeng-
ing. In many of these areas,
students face barriers to lear-
ning, including overcrowded
classrooms, inadequate in-
frastructure, and limited ac-
cess to supplementary educa-
tional resources. In neighbo-
urhoods like Mangolpuri and
Sultanpuri, govt schools are
often the only option for stu-
dents from families earning

less than Rs 15,000 per month,

as highlighted by the Econo-
mic Survey of Delhi2022-2023.

Delhi govt runs around
21% of theschoolsin the capi-
tal, but the share.of govtand
govtaidedSchoolsof totalen-
rolment is higher at around
37%: Govt should prioritise

_stitution,” heclarified.

adding more teachers and
classroomsrather than speci-
alised programmes aimed at
high-performers, some tea-
chers argued. But Manvi Bat-
ra, a special education tea-
cher who undertook the trai-
ning, differed. She claimed
the training opened her hori-
zon to newer aspects of tea-
ching and helped her under-
stand the concept of gifted-
ness. “The programme is ai-
med at identifying and
nurturing gifted students but
nobody is going to be left out.
We are focusing on gifted stu-
dents because if their talents
aren’t honed, there is every
possibility that they will be-
ginfeelinglow,” said Batra.
Nahar Singh, joint direc-
tor, State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Trai-
ning, which trained the 104 te-
achers, told TOI that just be-
cause the programme was
aimed at gifted students, it
shouldn’t bemisconstrued as
leaving other students be-
hind. “The teachers were tra-
ined to identify students’ gif-
tedness and to hone their ta-
lents. But these will be done
without making other stu-
dents feel left out,” he said.
Ramchandra Shingare, ad-
ditional director of education,
Inclusive Education Branch,
did notrespond to TOI queries.
Nonew schoolsare beingconst-
ructed for the programme and
the classrooms will function in
existing schools. As Ajay
Singh, supervisor at IEB, ex-
plained, there will be no signa-
ge on the special classes to put
the selected students on a hig-
her pedestal than the others.
“Those selected will take the
same exams, mingle with the
same students and participate.
actively in their respective
schools. Even the 104 teachers
will teach not only them but al-
so the other students of the in-
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NCERT Revises Class 6 Science Textbook With Strong Focus on
Indian Culture - All You Need To Know
f X © & 3MinRead

By ETV Bharat English Team
Published : Sep 9, 2024, 8:49 PM IST

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has released a
revised Class 6 science textbook, "Curiosity," reflecting Indian culture and knowledge
systems in line with the NEP 2020. The updated edition includes regional characters,
verses from Indian texts, and a focus on Indian scientific contributions, aiming to
enhance students' engagement with their cultural heritage and promote a deeper
understanding of Indian traditions.

all possible efforts to develop such textbooks. Curiosity, Textbook
of Science for Grade 6, is one of these. It has be
consonance with the recommendations of NE
NCF-SE 2023 to take students on a journey of expe
by citing mples from the world of the le
stimulates curiosity. a sense aration, que:
thinking. The content seam| veaves together concepls from
physics, chemistry, biology, a h science, along with cross-cutting
themes like environmental education, value education, inclusive
education, and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS). The textbook aims
to engage learmers through an integrated approach by including
multiple activities and thoughtful use of technology. The textbook
offers ample opportunities for reflection and group discussions.

To encourage creativity and innovation, it is feasible to regard
students as active participants in the learning process, rather than
mere recipienis of a predetermined set of knowledge. This can
only be achieved if the necessary number of hours are dedicated to
science teaching-learning annually as outlined in NCF-SE 2023. The
pedagogic oach of the textbook also considers how
it is for students to think critically, reason well and make decisions.
It also provides students with numerous opportunities to learn from
each other, making the learning experience more engaging for both
teachers and !u(!\ nis.

However, in addition to this textbook, students at this stage

Iiu content
ming. and critical

should also be encouraged to explore various other learning
resources. School libraries play a crucial role in making such
resources available. Besides, the role of nts and teachers will
also be invaluable in guiding and encoura students to do so

With this, 1 express my gratitude to all those who have been
involved in the development of this texib and hope that it
will meet the expectations of all stakeholc the same time, I
also invite suggestions and feedback from all its users for further
improvement in the coming years.

DINESH PRASAD SAKLANI

Director
National Council of Educational
30 June 2024 Research and Training

New Delhi

A photo of the revised NCERT class 6 science text book (NCERT Textbook of Science for Grade 6)

New Delhi: The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has released a new
edition of its Class 6 science textbook, "Curiosity," which incorporates substantial changes to reflect
Indian cultural and knowledge systems. This revised edition is designed to align with the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and aims to enhance students' engagement with Indian heritage and

traditions.
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Key Changes in the Revised Edition

1. Emphasis on Indian Culture: The updated textbook introduces characters from various Indian states
to represent regional diversity. For example, Chapter 2, 'Diversity in the Living World', begins with
illustrations of young students from Haryana. Chapter 11, 'Nature's Treasures', features Kannada
characters such as Bhoomi, Surya, and Ajji (grandmother). In Chapter 12, 'Beyond Earth', Ladakh is
represented by characters Yangdol and Dorjay. These changes are intended to make the content more
relatable to students across India.

2. Integration of Indian Texts: Several chapters now start with verses from ancient Indian texts.
Chapter 2 begins with a Sanskrit verse that emphasises selflessness, translating to: "Trees stand in the
Sun and give shade to others. Their fruits are also for others. Likewise, good people bear all hardships
and bring welfare to others." This inclusion is part of a broader effort to instil a sense of rootedness
and cultural awareness in students.

3. Revisions to Dietary Content: The chapter formerly known as 'Components of Food' has been
renamed 'Mindful Eating: A Path to a Healthy Body.' This chapter now excludes references to non-
vegetarian sources such as meat, eggs, and fish, and instead highlights vegetarian sources of fats like
ladoo. Additionally, images of liver and lobster as protein sources have been removed, although fish
and eggs are still depicted. Egg white has also been removed from the list of substances used in
chemistry labs for tests related to starch, protein, and iodine.

4. Replacement of Western References: Western imagery and references have been replaced with
Indian ones. For instance, the chapter 'Method of Separation of Everyday Substances' now features a
'Bharat ki yatra' (Journey through India) where characters explore Indian methods of substance
separation, rather than including Western art like 'The Winnowers' by Gustav Courbet.

5. Introduction of Indian Astronomy: A new chapter titled 'Beyond Earth' explores Indian astronomy
and traditional star nomenclature. This chapter explains that 'nakshatra' refers to both specific stars
and constellations. It highlights ancient Indian names for visible planets, such as Ardr for the
Betelgeuse star in the Orion constellation and Krittika for the Pleiades cluster in Taurus. Aldebaran, a
prominent star in Taurus, is referred to as Rohini in Sanskrit.

6. Recognition of Indian Scientists: The revised textbook acknowledges notable Indian scientists,
including Janaki Ammal, who is celebrated for her contributions to botany and environmental
conservation. Ammal is described as a pioneering botanist dedicated to documenting and preserving
India's rich plant biodiversity.

Official Comments

NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani emphasised that the revised textbook is designed to stimulate
curiosity and critical thinking. In his preface, Saklani noted, "The content stimulates curiosity, a sense
of exploration, questioning, and critical thinking. The content seamlessly weaves together concepts
from physics, chemistry, biology, and earth science, along with cross-cutting themes like

environmental education, value education, inclusive education, and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS)."
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Saklani also highlighted the integration of verses from Indian texts as a non-evaluative element
intended to foster cultural rootedness among students, in line with the NEP 2020 objectives.

He added, "A non-evaluative interesting element that has been incorporated in some of the chapters is
the introduction of certain verses from various Indian texts to promote rootedness in the learners as
envisaged in NEP 2020."

'Curiosity' Textbook Highlights Indian Heritage and NEP 2020 Goals

The new edition of “Curiosity” represents a significant shift towards emphasising Indian cultural and
educational heritage in the science curriculum for Class 6 students. By incorporating regional
characters, traditional texts, and Indian scientific contributions, the textbook aligns with the NEP
2020's goals of fostering a deeper connection with Indian knowledge systems and promoting cultural
awareness among young learners.
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NCERT revises Class 6 science book,
focuses on knowledge systems

By Vrinda Tulsian, Mew Delhi
Sep 09, 2024 07:42 AM IST N o @ @ “r

The National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has released a revised edition of its
Class 6 science textbook, “Curiosity”, featuring significant
changes that emphasise Indian culture and knowledge

systems.

The updated textbook introduces characters from various
Indian states, incorporates verses from ancient Indian texts,
and removes several Western references, in what appears to
be a move to align it with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

Trusted by 117M viewers! Follow HT YouTube channel for
the latest news on India, sports & more!

NCERT director Dinesh Prasad Saklani wrote in the preface,
“The content stimulates curiosity, a sense of exploration,
questioning, and critical thinking. The content seamlessly

weaves together concepts from physics, chemistry, biology,
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and earth science, along with cross-cutting themes like
environmental education, value education, inclusive

education, and Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS).

Saklani added, “A non-evaluative interesting element that
has been incorporated in some of the chapters is the
introduction of certain verses from various Indian texts to

promote rootedness in the learners as envisaged in NEP
2020’

The revised edition features illustrations of characters from
different regions of India at the beginning of chapters. For
instance, Chapter 2, “Diversity in the Living World”, opens
with young students from Haryana, while Chapter 11,
“Nature’s Treasures’, presents Kannada characters Bhoomi,
Surya, and Ajji (grandmother). Ladakh is represented by
Yangdol and Dorjay in Chapter 12, “Beyond Earth.’

Several chapters now begin with verses from Indian texts.
Chapter 2 starts with a Sanskrit verse that translates to:
“Trees stand in the Sun and give shade to others. Their fruits
are also for others. Likewise, good people bear all hardships

and bring welfare to others.”

The chapter on dietary content, formerly titled “Components
of Food”, is now called “Mindful Eating: A Path to Health
Body". It excludes references to non-vegetarian sources such

as meat, eggs, and fish, and highlights vegetarian sources of

fats, including ladoo.
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The updated edition also removes images of liver and lobster
as sources of protein and iodine, though fish and eggs remain
depicted as protein sources. Additionally, egg white has been
excluded from the list of substances used in school chemistry

labs for starch, protein, and iodine tests.

Western images and references have been replaced with
Indian ones in several chapters. For example, the chapter
"Method of Separation of Everyday Substances” now
features characters taking a “Bharat ki yatra” (Journey
through India) to study various Indian methods of substance
separation, replacing an image of “The Winnowers” by

Gustav Courbet.

A new chapter, “Beyond Earth”, explores Indian astronomy
and traditional nomenclature. It explains that the term
“nakshatra” in Indian astronomy refers to either a specific
star or a constellation of stars, and lists ancient Indian names

for planets visible to the naked eye.

The newly added Chapter 12, titled “Beyond Earth,” delves
into Indian astronomy and its traditional nomenclature. It
explains that the term nakshatra in Indian astronomy refers
to either a specific star or a constellation of stars. For
instance, Ardr represents the Betelgeuse star in the Orion
constellation, while Krittika denotes the Pleiades cluster in
the Taurus constellation. The chapter also notes that
Aldebaran, a prominent star in Taurus, is known as Rohini in

Sanskrit.

The textbook also recognises notable Indian scientists,
including Janaki Ammal, described as an “Indian botanist
dedicated to environmental work and helped to document

and preserve India’s rich plant bibtversity”.
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All States must adopt
National Education
Policy, says Dhankhar

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

] Asserung that the National

Education Policy (NEP)
was a game-changer for
the nation, Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar on Sun-
day appealed to the States
which are yet to adopt it to
rethink their stance.

“This National Educa-
tion Policy empowers our
youth to fully exploit their
talent and energy, giving
due importance to all lan-
guages,” he said in his ad-
dress at the International
Literacy Day celebrations
here.

Mr. Dhankar also high-
lighted the special signifi-
cance of the mother ton-
gue and the unparalleled
linguistic diversity of India.
It was the language in
which we dream, he ad-
ded. _

“As Chairman of the Ra-
Jjya Sabha, I afford mem-
bers the opportunity to
speak in 22 languages.
When I hear them speak in
their language, I listen to
the translation, but their
body language itself tells
me what they are saying.”

The Vice-President
called upon everyone to
resolve to make at least

Mother tongue is the language ~
in which we dream, the
Vice-President said.

. one person literate. “When

we make someone literate,
we liberate him or her, we
help that person discover
himself or herself, we
make him or her feel digni-
ty, we cut down depen-
dence, we generate inde-
pendence and
interdependence. It ena-
bles a person to help him-
self or herself. It is a su-
preme facet of
hand-holding.”

“Let each one make one
literate, this will be a spinal
contribution for Viksit Bha-
rat he said, and ex-
pressed confidence that if
literacy was pursued pas-
sionately, India could re-
claim its ancient status as a
centre of learning. /-7
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Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
o Samagra Shiksha
scheme (SSA) to at least five Oppo-
sition-ruled States — Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Punjab, West Bengal, and
Delhi. The SSA is an :
programme for the school educa-
tion sector. Data show that the
Centre’s decision has more to do
with acceptance of the PM Shri
. scheme, which aims to develop
“exemplar model schools, that off-
er leadership to other schools”,
than the outcomes of the SSA. In
some cases, unwi ess to ac-
cept the National Education Policy
in its entirety was also a reason.

The fees for students enrolled
under the Right to Education de-
pends on SSA funds. Salary delays
for teachers have also been report-
ed in these States. Owing to the fi-
nancial burden, Kerala and Punjab
relented and Delhi too may agree
to the Centre’s terms.

By delaying the funds, the
Centre has penalised the States
that are at the forefront of achiev-
ing the SSA’s major objectives,
such as bridging social and gender
gaps, ensuring equity and inclu-
sion in school education, promot-
ing vocational education, ensuring
school provisions, and training
teachers.

The graph compares 22 major
States on 20 objectives of the SSA.
On all 20 objectives, Kerala is in
the top half (best 11 States) of the
list, even leading in many. Tamil
Nadu is in the top half on 19 objec-
tives. Delhi is in the top half on 18

objectives, and West Bengal on 15.
Punjab features in the top half for
12 of the objectives.

Among the States which got the .

funds, Gujarat is in the top half for

onlyeightofthezoobjecﬂm. Ut |

tar Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh
are in the top half for three objec-
tives each, and Bihar for two..

Top rankers denied fund
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tophalf(bes(n)mmarkcdh #, bottom half are marked in @. If T:

Qﬂmqminmmommﬁmmhighuwlednﬁlnw

9% of 6-10 year-olds % of 11-13 year-olds
attending primary school® attending upper primary*

BH
[

se
@
)
)

attending upper primary®

% of OBCs (6-17 year-olds)
who attended school*

w14l 3

T T T T
80 90

% of schools with basic
internet*

f‘ﬁ l‘"“

e
Muhammad

20
With inputs from

119



“NEP is a gamechanger, States that have ot

+

adopted it yet should rethink, revisit their stand: Dhankhar

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE =
NEW DELHI

Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankar on Sunday said
the new National Education
Policy (NEP) is a gamechang-
er and States that have not
adopted the policy yet should
rethink and revisit their stand.
Addressing the International
Literacy Day celebrations,
Dhankar cautioned against
people who taint, tarnish and
demean India's institutions and
urged people to show light to
those "misguided souls” not
able to acknowledge the
impressive growth of the coun-

e Vice President said it was
time "for us to be in mission
mode" with commitment and

assion to ensure 100 per cent
iteracy at the earliest.
"Education is something that

no thief can take away from
you. No government can snatch
it from you. Neither relatives
nor friends can take it away
from you. There can be no
reduction in it. It will grow and
continue to grow as long as you
keep sharing it. If literacy is
pursued passionately, India can
reclaim its ancient status as a
centre of learning, like Nalanda
and Takshashila,” Dhankar
said.

pealing to the States yet to
adopt the new NEP to rethink
and revisit their stance, he
emphasised that the policy was
a gamechanger for the nation.
"This National Education
Policy empowers our youth to
fully exploit their talent and
energy, giving due importance
to all languages,” he said.
Cautioning against the people
who taint, tarnish and demean
India’s institutions, Dhankhar

urged to "show path to those
misguided souls who are not
able to acknowledge the
impressive growth of Bharat
and are not recognising the
ground reality",
lI;Iligl'-lighting the special sig-
ificance of the mother tongue,
Dhankhar stated that it was the
language in which people
dreamed.
He also emphasised India's
unparalleled Enguistic diversi-
ty. "There is ng country in the
world like India. We are a
unique nation when it comes to
the richness of language, with
several languages."
Reflecting on his experience as
Rajya Sabha chairman, he said,
"I afford members the oppor-
tunity to speak in 22 lan-
guages. When I hear them
speak in their langua%e, I listen
to the translation but their
body language itself tells me
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what they are saying."
Dhankhar also called upon
everyone to resolve to make at
least one person literate.
“When we make someone lit-
erate, we liberate him or her, we
help that person discover him-
self or herself, we make him or
her feel dignity, we cut down
dependence, we generate inde-
pendence and interdepen-
dence. It enables a person to
help himself or herself.

It is a supreme facet of hand-
holding," he said.

In his address, Dhankhar called
upon everyone to promote lit-
eracy. "Time for us to be in mis-
sion mode with commitment
and passion to ensure 100 per |
cent literacy at the earliest but
I am sure this is achievable
sooner than we think. Let each
one make one literate, this will
be a spinal contribution for
Viksit Bharat," he said.




“The T a% Inlia 9 Sc}:f«mb% 2029, @L il =}

CBSE cracks down on dummy schools in Delhi.

Rajasthan to check their rapid proliferation

The inspections will be conducted in other parts of the country too to ensure affiliated schools uphold the Board's standards

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh
@timesofindia.com

ith a view to curbing

the dummy school me-

nace, the CBSE recent-
ly conducted surprise checks at
27 schools in Rajasthan and New
Delhi, both reputed coaching
hubs. These inspections were al-
so aimed at ensuring that the
schools affiliated with the board
were strictly conforming to the
norms and byelaws set forth by
the board. A CBSE statement cla-

ims that the inspections were

conducted by 27 teams, each
comprising a CBSE officer and a

principal from a CBSE-affiliated

school. “The inspections were

meticulously planned and execu-
tedinasynchronised manner, ta-

king place simultaneously across

fu.ncuonmg, " the board stated.
Talking to Education Times,
Himanshu Gupta, . secretary,
CBSE, says, “Aftergoing through
thedata, wefoundthatthere was
a huge difference between the
enrolments of class X and XII stu-
dents. Further, through data ana-
lytics, it was revealed that there

~ctould be some schools where

there might be cases of dummy
students. This prompted us to
conduct pinpointed raids on 27

schools, and gross irregularities

havebeen found. We will be issu-

ing show cause notice and based

on the schools’

allselected schoolswithinashort 2 |

timeframe. This approach was

adopted to maintain the element
of surprise, thereby ensuring
that the information gathered

about the operations and compli- §
ance of the schools is accurate o §
and reflective of their everyday §

replies’ take corrective action.”
The inspection committee's re-
port will also aid in the process.
While the focus this time is on Ra-
jasthanand Delhi, Guptasaysthe
inspection will be conducted in
other parts of the country too to
ensure that affiliated schools up-
hold the quality and standards
expected by the Board. It is to be
noted, that the CBSE, early this
year, cancelled the affiliation of
20schools for enrolling dum-
my students. “With eve-
Iy inspection, we
check whether stu- |
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dents are actually studymg inthe
schools, the teachers are in the
required capacity, and labs are in
working order,” Gupta says.
Welcoming the initiative, an
educationist on condition of ano-
nymity who was part of the in-
spection team, emphasises that
“both the coaching institutes
and dummy schools complement
each other with the latter provi-
ding the necessary backup of a
‘flexible’ attendance system.”

- Thebulk of these schools viclate

A the board's affiliation by-laws
by enrolling students beyond
‘their actual attendance re-
: cords, and in the process
create ‘dummy’ enrol-

' ments. “Students as
per the actual at-
tendance register
are abysmally
low; in some ca-
ses, there could be
'a;‘ound 10 students
~ in class XI and aro-
und 19 students in
class XII. Additional-
y, even though many

of these schools do not offer
any science stream, they have
sciencelabs which areinadilapi-
dated state, often serving as ma-
keshift storerooms. These labs
arepressedintoactionduringthe
practical exams with teachers hi-
red on contractual basis to pass
off as internal examiners,” the
educationist says. “What makes
these defaulting schools an at-
tractive optionisthefactthat stu-
dents can attend coaching clas-
ses all day without being held
accountable for regular clas-
ses. They can appear for their
board exams straightaway
without stressing over the
CBSE's mandatory 75% atten-
dance criterion, as the dummy
schools are athand to salvage the
situation. Unless regular schools
step up and help students ace
competitive exams such as CU-
ET, JEE Main and Advanced wit-
hout sticking to just the board's
1ationalised syllabus, it would be
difficult to check students’ ex-

odus to dummy schools,” the
educationist adds. i //

[T
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‘Govtschools struggle with detenoratmg computer education infra

Outdated equipment hinderdigital -
learning experience for students

MOHIT KHANNA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERWCE
PATIALA, SEPTEMBER 8
As educatidhal institutions
across India embrace e-learn-
ing, government schools in
Punjab face severe challenges
in providing quality computer
education. Outdated equip-
ment, crumbling infrastruc-
ture and a shortage of quali-
fied staff have left computer
labs in disarray, hindering the
digital learning experience for
thousands of students.
Teachers across the state
report that many school com-
puters: are nearly 20 years old,
with most malfunctioning or
non-operational, depnvmg
students of basic computer
skills. The absence of air con-
ditioning, broken furniture,
faulty electrical wiring and

inadequate ventilation WOrs-
en the situation; making the
labs unfit for learning. 7
“The batteries of UPS units,
which last about three years,

have not been replaced, fur- |
_ ther aggravating the .issuzz 16

said Naresh Kumar, a com-
puter teacher who splits hi
time between three schools
weekly. Many teachers face
similar situations, ‘forced t_o
manage multiple schools
with limited resources. E

Launched in 2005, the Pun-
jab Information and Commu-
nication Technology Educa-
tion  Society = (PICTES)
initiative led to the recruit-
ment of over 7,000 computer
teachels to promote digital lit-
"eracy 6,500 teachers
are

2,670middle,
11,740 high, and 1,972 senior

secondary schools in Punjab.
Paramvir Singh, leader of
the Computer Teachers’

Union, criticised the govern-:

ment for failing to modernise
the curriculum. “While the
world is moving toward cod-

ing and artificial intelligence,
we're stuck in the past. We
still teach the basics of C pro-
gramming, while students
elsewhere learn C++, Java,
and Python,” Singh said.,

In addition to outdated cur-
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ricula, infrastructure essential
for effective computer educa-
tion is neglected. The N Com-
puting systems installed in
2011, designed to connect
- multiple workstations to asin-
gle CPU, have been non-func-

provider withdrew support in
2020, leaving many schools
without usable computerlabs.

Despite repeated assur-

ances, the government has not

resolved these issues. On Sep-
tember 15, 2022, Punjab Edu-
cation Minister Harjot Singh
Bains promised to grant com-

| puter teachers the benefits of

the Sixth Pay Commission
and implement Civil Service
Rules. However, these reforms
remain unfulfilled, said union
leader Jhony Singla.
Students are increasingly
disillusioned with the state of
computer education. A Class
8 student  from Patiala
expressed frustration, noting
that most of the time, the
computers don’t work, or
teachers are unavailable. A

Class 9 student from Nabha

highlighted the stark con-
trast between public and pri-
vate schools: “What’s the
point of learning basic com-

school students are al_ready\
studying advanced topics?”

Tarsem Singh, a resident of
Bhadson near Patiala, urged ‘
the government to prioritise
fixing basic infrastructure |
before launching ambitious |
projects like establishing |
schools of eminence. “‘ini'ith'-L
out proper facilities, how can
government school students
compete with those in private
institutions?” he asked. |

Educationist Surinderbir |
Singh, former prmmpal of |
Guru Nanak Engmeermgl
College Ludhiana, wamedl
that the deficiencies in Pun-
jab’s computer educauon
could widen the digital divide
between government and pri-
vate school students. “If not.
addressed soon, many will be
left behind in the race toward
a technologically advanced
future” he said.

Education Minister Bains
was unavailable for commentr
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‘Adopt newedu pohcy' V-Ptostates
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NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 8
Vice-President  Jagdeep

Dhankhar on Sunday said.

the National Education Poli-

to be in mission mode with
commitment and passion to
ensure 100 per cent literacy.
"When we make someone
hberate, we liberate them,

,renmrkedltwashmeforlndla-t mterdependence It is a

supreme facet of handhold-
ing,” he said.

The Vice-President assert-
ed that “education is some-
thing that no thief can take
e eonuREOR,

can take it away from you.
There can be no reduction
in it. It will grow and contin-
ue to grow as long as you
keep sharing it. If literacy is
pursued passionately, India
can reclaim its ancient sta-
tus as a centre of learning

like Nalanda and Tak-
shashila,” Dhankhar said.
Emphasising' on India’s
linguistic diversity, he said,
“The mother tongue is the
language in which we dream.
There is no country in the
world like India. We are a
unique nation when it comes
to the richness of language,
with several languages.”
Reflecting on his experi-
ences as Chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, he shared that
members, were given the
opportunity to speak in 22
languages. “When I hear
them speak in their lan-
guage, I listen to the transla-
tion, but their body language
itself tells me what they are
saying,” he stated. Dhankhar
cautioned against people who
taint, tarnish and demean
institutions. /
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| Pradhan Stalin trade charges
over implementation of NEP

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The war of words between
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin over the Na-
tional Education Policy
| (NEP) continued on Mon-
day as both leaders took to
social media to reiterate
their stand on the issue.
Earlier, both had written
letters to each other on is-
sues such as schemes for
school education.

In a social media post,
Mr. Stalin, who is on an of-
ficial visit to the United
States, shared a report pu-
blished in The Hindu while
. making his contention.
| “Denying funds to the best-
performing States for re-
fusing to bow to the #NEP,
while generously reward-
ing those who are not deli-
vering on the objectives —
Is this how the Union BJP
| Government plans to pro-
mote quality education
and equity?” he said. The
Chief Minister added that
he was “leaving it to the
wisdom of our nation and
our people to decide”.

The Hindu’s report titled
‘Samagra Shiksha fund de-
lay punishes role model
States’ explained how the
Centre withholding funds
had more to do with the ac-
| ceptance of the PM-SHRI

scheme than the actual
outcomes of the Samagra
| Shiksha scheme.

Dharmendra Pradhan

Replying to this, Mr.
Pradhan said healthy com-
petition among States was
always welcome in a de-
mocracy. “However, pit-
ting States against each
other to make a point goes
against the spirit of the

- Constitution and the value

of a unified India. NEP
2020 was formulated
through wide range of con-
sultations and has the col-
lective wisdom of the peo-
ple of India,” he said.

‘Interests of students’

The Minister also asked Mr.
Stalin if he was opposing
education in Indian lan-
guages. “Are you opposing
the conduct of exams in In-
dian languages, including
Tamil? Are you opposing
the creation of textbooks
and content in Indian lan-
guages, including Tamil?
Are you opposed to the ho-
listic, multi-disciplinary,
equitable, futuristic, and
inclusive framework of the
NEP? If not, I urge you to
prioritise the interests of
the students of Tamil Nadu
over your political gains

M.K. Stalin

and implement the NEP,”
Mr. Pradhan said.

‘Faced same issue’
Meanwhile, AIADMK spo-
kesperson Kovai Sathyan
blamed Mr. Stalin on the is-
sue though he admitted
that the government led by
the party too faced the pro-
blem of not receiving funds
on time from the Centre.
During the AIADMK’s
rule, the State surpassed
milestones such as im-
proved higher education
enrolment ratio (52%)
though the Centre envisag-
es achieving such goals by
2030, Mr. Sathyan said. He
asked the ruling DMK to
spell out the steps it had ta-
ken to bring back educa-
tion from the Concurrent
List to the State List when it
shared power at the Centre
for over a decade. “They
have not done anything.”

. The subject ‘education’
was inserted in the Concur-
rent List during the Emer-
gency. This shows that the
DMK’s priority is to spin a
political narrative, he said.

e (With inputs fron_: P’H) 2
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Next Census should be the last enumeration-based one

to begin conducting the long-delayed
. Census exercise and complete the survey

within 18 months. So, realistically, the final
Census report might be available sometime in late
2026 or in 2027, with a roughly 16-year gap since
the last Census of 2011. The COVID-19 pandemic,
however, is cited as the primary reason for the
delay in the census.

As per a United Nations report, in the interim,

!. ccording to media reports, India is likely

India surpassed China in population. There have .

been significant changes in the demographics
too. Hauz Khas, a posh neighbourhood in
southern Delhi with affluent urbanites, was partly
designated as rural in 2011, for example.

While many people are worried that India has
been operating without proper data for a long

time, in today’s world, there remains a significant

discrepancy between reality and the data
available, even for a decennial census. This
discrepancy is especially noticeable as the
decade-long gap draws to a close. In actuality, the
decennia] format of most censuses was merely a
compulsion because conducting a censusis a
mammoth and prohibitively expenswe
undertaking.

It certainly makes sense that if census exercises
were conducted more frequently, a number of
policies and their execution as well as

socioeconomic and health-related studies, might

be dynamically adjusted by observing the
findings.

An idea to pursue

For the past few years, this writer has personally
supported “register-based” and “dynamic”
censuses, which could furnish up-to-date census
data whenever needed. The database would be
updated continuously in real-time duringa
“dynamic” census. Reportedly, a few years ago,
India was preparing software by which the birth
date of a child will come into the back end of the
database of the Census Register, and after
attaining the age of 18 years, this person would be

Atanu Biswas

Professor of Statistics
at the Indian
Statistical Institute,
Kolkata

There are strong
reasons why
India needs to
have
‘register-based’
and ‘dynamic
censuses

.4
/ ;
registered as a voter in the voter list from the

‘Office of the Census Registrar. The name would

be removed from the voter list upon death.

Global trends

This could be a significant leap in the direction of
a dynamic database. However, India’s next
Census, which will be the nation’s first “digital
census”, may be a complete enumeration. On the
other hand, a number of countries, including
Austria, Bahrain, Denmark, Finland, Germany,
Greenland, the Netherlands, Singapore, Sweden
and Switzerland, are currently moving towards
register-based censuses, which produce useful
statistics primarily from government sources
using data from various administrative registers,
which includes population, tax, employment,
school, hospital records, and data from
municipalities.

These may be complemented by some
well-planned small-scale sample surveys such as
those conducted in Switzerland with 5%-10% of
the population. Even the United States and the

.United Kingdom are moving towards

register-based censuses. Unsurprisingly, such a
census exercise will be cost-effective too. For
instance, the cost of the 2001 Census in Austria
was €72 million. However when the
register-based approach was implemented in
2011, the cost fell to €10 million.

The United Kingdom government declared in
2014 that statistics derived from more frequent
and timely administrative data will take the place
of the decennial census after 2021. In place of the
customary questionnaire-based approach, the
U.K. will harvest the data people leave behind in
their everyday lives. At the time, the Royal
Statistical Society’s executive director said the
U.K. government had “made the right call”. It is
actually a “dynamic register-based census”,
meaning that every pertinent social, economic,
and defrip@raphic activity and eventin people’s
lives is constantly added to the census database.

Further, in order to produce its official figures,

recently begun to gather more data — reliable
data, of course — even from private companies.
Examples of this include data collected from ’
supermarket scanners and data on cars and ,
trains from Auto Trader and the Rail Delivery {
Groups. Notably, India already hasan
Aadhaar-centric database, unlike the U.K.. And,
reportedly, a few years back, the Home Minister |
asked officials to devise a strategy to merge the I
voter card, Aadhaar card, and other databases
into the Census database.

the Office for National Statistics in the UK. has |

Database integration |
However, combining many registers is nevera |
simple operation. Even though it has been '
increasingly customary in India recently to |
integrate databases such as Aadhaar, PAN, voter |
1D, bank accounts, and mobile numbers, it is still
a mammoth task to solve the jigsaw puzzle and to|
build up the “elephant” by correctly assembling
different types of “registers”. However, I believe
the nation has sufficient expertise to accomplish ‘
that. And, by using the administrative data of
various available registers instead, thousands of
crores of rupees can be saved.

A census serves as a valuable repository of data
pertaining to various economic endeavours, ]
educational attainment and literacy rates,
housing and domestic facilities, urbanisation, = |
migration, mortality, fertility, religion, language, |
and additional socio-economic, cultural, and
demographic information. It is unclear if our
intended method will be able to update data on
the majority of these aspects in real time. :
Naturally, if any data is lacking, it can be updated ‘
on a regular basis by properly conducting
surveys, perhaps on a small scale.

Overall, such an exercise might usher in an era
of dynarmc, continuous censuses. And the
greatest legacy of digital India might be that, ifit
can be implemented. Let the upcoming Census |
be India’s last complete enumeration-based
census.
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Lookmg beyond Sanskrzt

ndia commemorated

Sanskrit Day on August 19 to

highlight and promote the

richness and antiquity of
Sanskrit. At the same time,
recognising the contributions of
the nation’s other languages is
equally important. While Sanskrit.
has played a significant role in our
cultural, religious, and intellectual
history, focusing solely on this
ancient language may overlook the
rich literary traditions of other
Indian tongues.

Sanskrit, one of the oldest
languages in the world, holds a
prestigious place in the liturgical
and scholarly traditions of
Hinduism, Buddhism, and
Jainism. Its vast corpus of
literature, including the Vedas,
Upanishads, epics such as the
Mahabharata and Ramayana, and
numerous classical texts on
philosophy, science, and arts,
cements its importance in Indian
culture. Historically, Sanskrit
received patronage from religious
institutions, royal dynasties such
as the Guptas and Cholas, and
colonial-era European scholars
such as William Jones and Max
Miiller. Post-independence, efforts
to promote Sanskrit have been
seen as a means to reconnect with
India’s ancient heritage.

Rich literary traditions
However, India’s linguistic
landscape is incredibly diverse,
encompassing numerous ancient
languages with rich literary
traditions, including Tamil, Pali,
Prakrit, Kannada, Telugu, and
Malayalam. These languages have
extensive literary, religious, and
cultural histories. Tamil, for
instance, boasts classical Sangam
literature and ancient origins, with
archaeological findings and
epigraphic evidence supporting its
antiquity. The discovery of
Tamil-Brahmi script inscriptions
from the 2nd century BCE in Tamil
Nadu and Sri Lanka challenges the
notion that Sanskrit predates
Tamil. Scholars such as Kamil
Zvelebil have highlighted the
richness and antiquity of Tamil

literary tradition, arguing that it is

John J. Kennedy

Professor and Dean,
Christ University,
Bengaluru

While Sanskrit
deserves its
place in India’s
linguistic
landscape, it is
imperative that
other languages
also receive
recognition and
support

one of the oldest living languages
with an unbroken literary history.

Despite this rich diversity, there
is a perception, which is not
entirely unfounded, that the
Indian government privileges
Sanskrit and Hindi over other
languages. As per the 2011 Census,
only 24,821 people reported
Sanskrit as their mother tongue.
While more individuals may study
or use Sanskrit in religious or
academic contexts, its status as a
spoken language remains limited.
Yet, the government spent ¥643.84
crore for promoting Sanskrit
between 2017 and 2020 compared
to just about ¥23 crore on Tamil.
This disparity highlights an
imbalance in funding that can
affect the development of other
regional languages, impacting
research, publication, educational
programmes, and cultural
preservation efforts. In fact,
neglecting these languages can
lead to their endangerment,
especially those spoken by smaller
communities. Hence, ensuring the
survival and vitality of these
languages requires balanced
support and promotion.

Language supremacy

Antonio Gramsci’s theory of
cultural hegemony helps explain
how language supremacy is
established through cultural and
ideological means. In India,
privileging Sanskrit and Hindi can
be seen as a form of cultural
hegemony, where these languages
are positioned as superior,
influencing the cultural and social
framework. Despite their rich
histories and literature, this
dominance marginalises other
languages. Promoting specific
languages over others can be
traced back to colonial and
postcolonial state-building
processes that aimed to unify and
standardise the nation, often
disregarding linguistic diversity.
Robert Phillipson’s concept of

linguistic imperialism also applies

here. Privileging Sanskrit and
Hindi in educational institutions,
governmental functions, and
m?%i% reinforces their dominance.

o —r

This could erode linguistic .
diversity and marginalise speakers
of other languages. Pierre
Bourdieu’s idea of cultural capital
suggests that privileging certain
languages provides social and
economic advantages to their
speakers, further marginalising
other languages.

Addressing this biased
approach requires comprehensive
policy reforms, educational
initiatives, cultural promotion,
community engagement, and
technological support. The
government must implement -
policies promoting all languages
equally, ensuring representation
in educational curricula,

- governmental proceedings, and

public media. The National
Education Policy’s focus on
mother tongues is a step in the
right direction. Cultural events
and literary programmes
celebrating linguistic diversity
should be encouraged, and
adequate support for publishing
and disseminating literary works
in ali languages must be provided.
Involving local communities in
preserving and promoting their
languages, creating platforms for
speakers of marginalised
languages to share their stories
and cultural practices, and
utilising technology to develop
language learning tools and digital

~ content in local languages are

crucial steps. Equitable
distribution of resources for
promoting all Indian languages is
essential. Language policies
should promote inclusivity and
accessibility, ensuring all
communities can learn and use

_ their native languages alongside

Sanskrit. Educational reforms
should emphasise multilingualism.
Language is not simply a tool

for communication; it is a core
part of one’s identity. In a country
as diverse as India, privileging
specific languages over others.can
create significant cultural and
political issues. By promoting
linguistic diversity, India can
celebrate its rich linguistic
heritage while ensuring the
development of all its languages.
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Over 70% child deaths in India are lmlced to malnutntzon

Death rates from malnutrition are much higher in low-income countries, where children often don't get the diversity of nutrients

L DATA POINT |

Hannah Ritchie
e Hi

n 2021, in India, 0.7 million
children under the age of five
died. Of these, 0.5 million of
the deaths were attributed to child

and maternal malnutrition. That

.dmrt-mtes'arezoiiosoumes
lower than in the poorest coun-
tries, on the left. Most malnutri-

Deaths from hunger
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What the Internet Archive case in the
U.S. means for digital book-

The site’s archival efforts have democratised access to more than 835 billio,

Two of 1As techno-legal experiments prompted a major

Arul George Scaria

he Internet Archive (IA) is a
non-profit that has digitally
archived more than 835 billion
web pages and 44 million
books and texts. It has also archived
millions of audio recordings, videos,
images, and software programmes. Its

archival efforts have democratised access ‘

to them for anyone with an internet
c:onnection. Books form a major part of
LA’s archival mission and the extent of
access to digitised books is generally
determined by the type of user. For
example, persons with disabilities can get
access to the full text of books that might
be still under copyright Pprotection, while
others may generally get only a short .
preview of the book.

Problem experiments

Two of IA’s techno-legal experiments
prompted a major copyright tussle with
book publishers.

The first is the idea of Controlled
Digital Lending (CDL): books are digitised
and availed to readers on a 1:1
owned-to-loaned ratio. When a physical
library has two physical copies of a
particular book, only those two copies of
that book can be lent. CDL used digital

technologies to lend books online in this

way. The maximum number of books

available to lend corresponded to the
number of books IA or its partner
libraries owned.

The second experiment was to
liberalise the 1:1 policy during the
COVID-19 pandemic as part of a ‘National
Emergency Library’. IA did this for less
than three months, stopping when
publishers initiated legal action citing
violation of copyright, in Hachette Book
Group, Inc. and others vs. Internet Archive.

The four horses of “fair use’ i
The core issue before the district and the
appellate courts was CDL’s legality. That
is, since CDL involved making digital
copies of books, and since IA didn’t deny
lending those digitised books, did CDL
constitute ffair use’ under U.S. copyright
law? The district court took the view that
IA did infringe copyright and that CDL
didn’t qualify as ‘fair use’. When IA
appealed, the appellate court reaffirmed
the district court’s verdict in favour of ‘the
publishers.

U.S. courts generally look at four
factors as part of a ‘fair use’ analysis —
purpose and character of use; nature of
the copyrighted work; amount and
substantiality of the portion used in
relation to the copyrighted work as a

. whole; and effect of the use upon the 126

potential market for or value of the
copyrighted work. The appellate court’s

lending

|

|

nweb pages and 44 million texts for anyone with an internet connection.

copyright tussle with book publishers

perspective on two of these dimensions is
worth reflecting on. :
Whether the disputed use is
‘transformative’ is an important
sub-factor of the ‘purpose and character
of use’ condition. Drawing on legal
precedents, IA argued its use made
book-lending more efficient and enabled
use-cases not possible with print books or
physical lending. But the court held that
1A’s actions weren't ‘transformative’ as
their copies served the same purpose as
that of the original work, without
meaningfully adding new features.
Second, some judges and scholars
believe the ‘effect of the use on the
potential market for or value of the works’
should be the most important factor in
‘fair use’ analysis. Here, the appellate
court said IA bore the burden of proving
there was no market harm for copyright
holders. According to the court, while the
publishers hadn’t produced any empirical
evidence, it was “reasonable and logical”
to conclude IA’s digital books worked as a
competing substitute for licenced editions
of physical books. The court also opined
that if IA’s practices were to become
unrestricted and widespread, they would
annihilate publishers’ markets across
formats. The court discarded the data IA
) had shared regarding the reportedly |
negligible effect CDL would have had on
the sales of copyrighted work,

- The future of CDL

It’s possible the IA’s ‘National Emergency ;
Library’ project triggered a panic among

the publishers and also predisposed the ‘
Judges to this outcome. This said, the ‘
long:term consequences of the court’s
approach could matter more.

CDL has had a significant effect: it
made the book-lending enterprise more
efficient in the digital space and era and
ensured people around the world could l
access books in a legitimate manner |
(without resorting to piracy, for example),
and without causing substantial economic
harm to the authors and the publishers.

On the flip side, if we extrapolate from
the court’s logic in this decision, we could f
argue that even lending by physical ‘
libraries falls afoul of the law because .
book publishers could argue that physical |
libraries are eating into the sale of their
books. However, as experience has taught |
us, book-purchasing practices can work /
differently: readers will continue to buy
books despite their being available in a

library. Copyright laws in different i

jurisdictions have allowed libraries to let ’
patrons borrow books in view of the
broader public benefits, even if it may .
cause some economic harm to publishers ‘
and/or authors. (

. “Arul George Scaria is the DPIIT IPR /|
Chair Professor at the National Law School |
of India University (NLSIU).
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The books our children need '

here has beenan Improvement in the quality, range of children’s literature in India, But more
needs o he done to turm the Nedgling gains into a much-needed cultural movement

DY YOGRNDRA YADAV

LASTMONN, Lieceived a beantihi gin; An
fextpisttely dostied, prodisced and pa layied
Dy of *Sarmay 1t contalning 14 ¢hildren's
D00l wiitten by Gulzan with abulons s
Latlons by Allen Shaw, Mot peaple don't
KA that our reniwines v il ot 18 also
0N 0f the finest storytelles fon il lien, My
Lavourites i thiv senies are the nonsensical
['Tllfi I tepatsng (which renibnds one of
Subumar ay's Abol ibol) and Y Kivwe Kale
Kindes (0t chennaystintes how e croms ook el
colour. This latest oftering from Uktara

CInpIne: Jugnu) was no exception,

[ 4 Lantler, 100, F was captivated by the rango

fand quality of their publications for children

=mega picture books, posters, pocm cant,

Story books and short novels besldes PMuto

it Cycle nagazines « at thelr stall at the Last

Whirtd Dook Fali, This was a marked fmprove-

ment over the days when my wife and I des-

Pperately searched for quality Indian books for

ourtwo children, now 25 and 20, s0 that they

0 not become monolingual English-speake

Ing kids, cut off from thelr Bengall and Hindi

‘heritage. We found that Hindi publications
thenwere only awee bit better than iy child-
hood staple of bland and text-heavy stories
of AkbarRirbal, Chacha Chawdhary, Tenall
Ramand Panchatantraor comics like Vetal or
Amar Chitra Katha (an occasional glossy
Soviet book was a bonus) and iagazines like
Champak, Namg and Lotpot. We discovered
that the two public sector publishers, the
"National Dao’( Trust (NIIT) and Children's
Book Trust (CBT) had some decent titles —
ke Rupa Haathl by Mickey I'atel — for our
khildren. Occasionally, we fourdd some qual-
y books by Independent publishers,

Mahu Bhahs by Kamla Bhasinseiained the
Havourite bedtime story for both of our klds,
ey discovered Tulika Books thiough [kki
Joldd, alovely folk tale frum Maharashira and
taudiobooks of Karadi Tales throngh the val-
sour of "Raja Kapr™, the imonkey kang, Katha
1 Books brought for them tales from other
Hndian languages. But we had to hunt for

these new publications, Sudhexceptions
¢ aside, the grneral quality of storyteling, illus-
“trations and production of childien's books
| InIndla did not stand up o the competition
| from Furope and Amwerlca
‘ This was a pity inacountry witharichoral
and written hentage of rythologies and s1o-
rytelling We found taour shanwe that none of
our books were a patch on The Griffalo or
other books by Julla Dotaldson. We finally lost
thiscultural battle tol farry Potter. felada's wl-
ventures at the Golden Fortress were aver-
taken by the witchcralt at Hogwarts. If the
quality of children's literature is a measure of
the quality of life of a natlon, we were not tlo-
Ing very well,

‘Two months ago, Landed up in Chennal
at the ofMce-cum-shop of Tulika Books, one
of the ploneers of the new wave of children's
books, toseelf the state of children's literature
had changed from those times. Indeed Ithad.
Building on the success of early publications
like Jkki Dokkd, Tullka now has a large collec-
tlon of athousand-plus thles across niné lan-
il ..mcs."pllllm founder Radhika Menon gave

me an overview of the big changes In chil-
dien's books In Iidla, malnly those published
InBryglish, Bestdes some big global names, It
nainly small and Independent publications
(ke Ektara, Pklavya, Pratham, Katha, Karad|
“Tates, Tara, Pickle Yolk, Duckbill and Talking
Cub) that lead a new wave of experimental
and innovative trends Inchildren’s literature
that reflect Indlan ethos and reality,
Arvecentvolime Cillchen's Books: Art Inelfan
Story, edited by Shallya Menon and Sandhya
Rao, helps us go beyond ancedotal evidence
and see the big plcture of this new trend. The
Last three decades have seen asuddenexpan-
ston inthe sheer volume of children's books,
alsoreflected Inan expanston In the number
of publishers, authors, fllustators, ete, The
readers have expanded too, as there 19 a class
now that can aflord to go beyond texthooks,
Therelsalsoawlder range of genres including
graphic novels and age group-specific books,
Inchuling young-adultliterature. And there s
adiscernible improvement in the quality of
design, translation and production. At the
same time, the two editors conclude that
“given Indlas large, diverse and muhllingual
character, both the production and consinmp-
tlon of children's books are mere drops In
terms of actual needs”,

Chitdren's books (other than textbooks)
amount lojustabout one percent of all hooks
produced in Inddfa. Thelr producers and con-
sumers are st largely “middie” class (a cu-
phemism forthetop 10 pereent)and “upper”
casteurban ndlans, s hard tnmake acareer
ont of wiithg for <ifldien. This tarket s sell
dominated by lmponed or Western books,
poorly produced adaptationsolmythologleal
Dooks and novelty or activity books, For me,
the most concerning part s that much of this
upsurge s imbted w Foglish. ] indis apartial
exception, Besldes Fkta, Fldayya (the pub-
lisher of Cludanak imapgzine) has moved be-
youd educational publications to open el
"Piara” of imaghative story and picture
Books. Pratham Boole, Kathaand Tilka ofter
good Hindi books asa patt of thele titkes In
multiple languages. 1 believe the state of af-
fairs Is poorer i other ndian languages de-
sphte a strong legacy (of Gubhat Badheka In
Gujaratl), famous writers (like Sukumar Ray
In Bengall) and movements (like KSSP I
Kerala). s Is borrowed wisdomand lwould
be happy (o be wrong, but it seems that the

new wave of children's books Is very weak or
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Children books (other than
texthooks) amount to just
about one per cent of all
hoolks produced in India,
Thelr producers and
consumers are stlll largely
“middle” class (a cuphemism
for the top 10 per cent) and
“upper” caste urban Indians,
Itis hard to make a carcer
out of writing for children.
This market s suill
domlnated by Imported or
Western books, poorly
produced adaptations of
mythologieal books and
novelty or activity books, For
me, the most concerning part
{s that much of this upsurge
is limited to English, Hindl is
a partlal exception.

C R Sastkumar

non-ezistent in sther languages, except for oc-
caslonal pieces in children’s magazines that
maost languages still have, .

We may have now reached atipping point.
‘This fledgling new wave of children’s books
canbe consolidated into a cultural movement
that can open up a better future for coming
generations. Here are four things you and i can
do to make this ha

First,as panmu‘,}\?vilcantxjybooksfmdlil-
dren, use books as birthday presents and “re-
turn gifts”. We can focus our purchase on

Indian books, not for any nationalist reason
but for the simple reason that children relate
better to books that reflect their own lived ex-
pericnces, But buying books i1s not enough.
We must iead books to and with children. And
ensure that children read books in their
“mother tongue”, the Indian language spoken
at home and in the locality. Remember, chil-
dren learn best in their mother tongue and
multilingual children are better leamers.

Second, established authors can write
more for children. This is not a lower, sim-
pler or didactic form of literature. Vinod
Kumar Shukla, arguably the leading Hindi
writer of our times, shifted his focus to writ-
ing for children and young adults. Others can
follow his lead.

Third, “civil society” and private philanth-
ropy can support this effort by subsidising the
costof producing quality books in Indianlan-
guages, supporting workshops for book writ-
ing and fellows hips to authors and illustrators
for books. The Sahitya Akademi has instituted
Bal Sahitya Puruskar, but we also need hund-
redsof awands to be instituted inevery langu-
age forauthors, illustrators, designers, editors
and publishers of children's books. | hope Pu-
njabl, Telugu, Tamil and Bengali NRIs who are
nostalgic about their language are reading this.

Finally, the govermment can step in with
well-funded programimes on public libraries
and bulk purchasing of quality children's
books. Karnataka's Revitalisation of Rural
PublicLibraries could serve asamodel for the
rest of the country, espedially Hindi states that
lag in the culture of public libraries. If a frac-
tion of the moncey spent on free textbooks is
devoted to supplying colourful and joyful sto-
rybooks to school libraries and anganwadis,
we could serve our future generations better.

Yadav is member, Swargj India and National
Convenor of Bharat Jodo Abhiyaan
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Gender Audit Reveals Texthook Biases

Over 50 Textbooks Used In Delhi Govt Schools Under Scanner, Crucial Changes Underway *
ANALYSING REPRESENTATION AND STEREOTYPES

Saket.Suman@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Atleast 53 textbo-
oksused inDelhigovtschools
have come under the scanner
following a detailed gender
audit of their contents earli-
er in the year. TOI has learnt
that SCERT, which conduc-
ted the firstof itskind gender
auditof textbooksbeingused
by children in Delhi, sent its
recommendations to NCERT,
following which some crucial
changes were made and seve-
ral others are underway.

The audit reviewed 53 text-
books on different subjects
and found a consistent imba-
lance in the representation of
genders, perpetuating tradi-
tional stereotypes and exclu-
ding significant contribu-
tions of women, officials in-
formed TOIL The audit detec-
ted heavy male dominance in
both the textual content and il-
lustrations across the sub-
jects. From primary to senior
levels, textbooks consistently
portrayed men in leadership
or physically activeroles, whi-
le women were often relegated
tosecondary or passiveroles.

Officials explained, for in-
stance, in environmental stu-
dies 'textbooks, men were
shown engaginginoutdoorac-
tivities likefarming and const-
ruction work, while women
were depicted performing do-
mestic tasks such as cleaning

Deshbhakti Curriculum |

The Deshbhakti Curriculum,
which includes textbooks for
students from KG to Class
XIl, showed a gendered
representation of professions
and historical figures.

For instance, male freedom
fighters are predominantly
celebrated, while women’s
contribution to the

freedom struggle receive
minimal attention

Entreépreneurship Mindset
Curriculum | EMC, intended
to inspire students to think
creatively and pursue
entrepreneurial ventures, also

Major Trends

passive roles, while
men are depicted in
active, leadership
positions

Reinforcement of Lack of Gender Sensitivity
Traditional Gender Roles | in Language

» Women are > In subjects such as science
consistently shown and social studies, male

in nurturing or pronouns were predominantly

used, even in generic
references, further entrenching
the perception that men are
the default or norm

Observations from Gender Audit

faced scrutiny for gender
representation

Environmental Studies | In
many instances, men were
shown engaging

in outdoor

activities,

such as

farming or playing sports,
while women were depicted
performing household chores

Social Studies | In social
studies textbooks, historical
figures such as key leaders
and political leaders were
almost exclusively male.
The report advocates
for the inclusion
of more female
historical figures
and an equitable
portrayal of
male and female
characters
in leadership
positions

Minimal Representation of Non-Binary
and Transgender Identities

> Transgender and non-hinary
identities were largely absent from
the textbooks. This omission not only
limits students’ understanding of
gender diversity but also perpetuates
the invisibility of these communities
in mainstream education

and cooking. Such imbalan-
ced portrayals, they said, rein-
forced outdated gender roles.

The Deshbhakti curricu-
lum, aimed at instilling pat-
riotisminstudents, wasfound| 3 flom fighters and political lea-

4

to be particularly gender bi-
ased. It celebrated male free-

ders while marginalising the
contributions of women. In
many instances, women were
portrayed in supportive or
nurturing roles, further pro-
moting the idea that leaders-
hip and nation-building were
male domains. Illustrations
in the curriculum showed
men in professions associated
with physical strength, such
as the armed forces or poli-
cing, while women were de-
picted as teachers or nurses.

“This contrast in repre-
sentation sends a message to
young students that men are
more capable of heroicachie-
vements while we are limited
to caregiving roles,” said
Sangeeta, a govt schools stu-
dent in north Delhi’s Adarsh
Nagar. “Textbooks shouldn’t
encourage gender bias and
we should be encouraged to
become successful in diffe-
rent spheres.”

The audit also uncovered
the near-total absence of
transgender and non-binary
representation in the textbo-
oks. Thislack of visibility not
only excluded theseidentities
from the educational narrati-
ve but also prevented stu-
dentsfrom learnmg about the
full spectrum of genderdiver-
sity in society By omitting
transgender and non-binary
characters, the textbooks fai:
led to foster inclusivity and
promotean pnderstandingof

. gender-biased

gender beyond the male-fe- |
malebinary, officialssaid. |

Nahar Singh, joint direc-
tor; SCERT Delhi, told TOI
that several changes werema-
de following the audit, inclu-
ding in the Deshbhakti curri- |
culum. He highlighted that a
gender audit like this was un-
dertaken for the first time by
SCERT and the results poin- |
ted to glaring lapses.

The  recommendations |
made by the audit were to re- {
vise the content and illustra-
tions across all subjects to en-
sure a more balanced repre- ‘
sentationof genders. It speci-
fically mentioned the need
for the inclusion of women in |
leadership roles and profes-
sions traditionally domina-
ted by men to avoid genderi
stereotypingintextbooks.

“Our job was todo a thoro-
ugh audit of ' the textbooks |
and we did that,” said Singh. ‘
“We did not hide anything |
and sent our recommenda- |
tions to NCERT. Many chang- |
es have been made in this re-
gard and we also found that
sometimes it was because of
alack of communication bet- .
ween the writer and the il-
lustrator that resulted in the
representa-
tion.” He added that SCERT
intends to conduct a gender
audit on every single page|
content meant for school stu- \
dentsnow onwards. 4
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"With poor infra, vocational
training losing enrolments

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Inside govtschool
classrooms across the city, vo-
cational and skill-based sub-
Jjects are facing an uphill batt-
le for relevance. Some schools
have reported near-zeroenrol-
ment. The situation reveals
deeper problems linked to po-
or infrastructure that has led
todisinterestamongstudents.

The directorate of educa-
tion (DoE) had recently issu-
ed showcause notices to 606
govt schools due to their poor
enrolment figures. Schools
reporting fewer than 20 §t\u
dentsinspecificskillsubjects
were directed to explain the
reasons behind the low enrol-
mentandtooutlinemeasures
they are taking to boost stu-
dent participation.

As DoE demands explana-
tions and action plans from
these schools, the stakes are
high and a pressing question
looms: why are these skill-ba-
sed subjectsfailingtocapture
theimagination of Delhi’s yo-
ungsters?

“The core issue lies in in-
adequate planning and execu-
tion of voeational courses.
Many schools lack essential
infrastructure, such as labo-
ratories and equipment. For
example, students enrolled in
theIT course want to use com-
puters, which are often unava-
ilable. Even in schools that do
have labs, these facilities are

frequently insufficiently equ- .

ipped to_handle high enrol-
ment numbers. In addition to
this, the quality of the curri-

culum is generally poor,” a

: Photu fpr renresentation

DoE had recently issued showcause notices to 606 govt schools

. Delhl govt schoolteachersald

He added, “Recently, many
vocational teachers were let
go once their contracts expi-
red, leaving several schools
without qualified instructors,
Subsequently, other teachers,
who lack experience in con-
ductingpracticalsessions, we-
reasked to step in. This is why
students lose interest when
they don’t receive the hands-
on experience theyneed.”

Some of the vocational
subjects introduced in Delhi
govtschools for classes IX-XII
are beauty and wellness, tra-
vel and tourism, fashion stu-
dies, media, data science, IT,
healthcare, retail, food pro-
duction, fmancml markets,
amongothers.

Insome schools, certain vo-
cational coursesarebeingpha-
sed out due to a lack of qualifi-
ed instructors. A principal of a
south Delhi govt school said,
“Wehad a vocational course in
our school where students we-

re performing exceptionally
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well and showmg strong parti-
cipation. However, we’ve been
instructed todiscontinue it be-
cause the instructor’s contract
has ended and no replaoement
is available. We’ve been assig-
nedanew instructorforadiffe-
rent course, which we will ha-
vetostartnow.”

She added, “Before focu-
sing on enrolment, there ne-
edstobea solid foundation of
infrastructure. There is a
lack of coordination among
the various stakeholders in-
volved. Achieving a consen-
sus is essential. For example,
courses like food production,
and beauty and wellness re-
quire specialised setups and
experienced instructors. On-
ly then will we see increased
student interest.” :

Officials said there are two
models for vocational pro-
grammes in schools: one invol-
ving private vocational trai-
ning providers and the dther
relying on part-time vocational

teachers hired by Delhi govt. ﬁ
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Jabalpur: In a significant order, the
district collector of Jabalpur has ordered

4 | &
that the private schools will have to use e . &
S O
only NCERT books till class VIII in » \ &e?
Jabalpur. If it is essential to use books \0

by any other publication for any

L
. . ood
subject, then its cost should not exceed Exclusive Stories @\o"\

25% of the MRP of the NCERT book, (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/why-
A . religion-caste-based-campaigns-are-good-for-
ordered the district collector of Jabalpur. india/articleshow/113200969.cms)
Poll (https://tinr india.indiatimes.com/india/how-
those-defrauded-by-mallya-nirav-modi-got-
Congress will return to power in Haryana, says leader of opposition Bhupinder 16000cer-hack/articleshow/113191022.cms)
Hooda
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/is-a-
select-group-of-investors-rigging-the-sme-ipo-
@ Disagree game/articleshow/113219283.cms),
@ Agree ADVERTISEMENT

In the order issued by district collector and chairman of the district education
committee, Deepak Saxena, it is stated that the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) has issued revised guidelines regarding the use of textbooks in
private schools. Accordingly, orders have been issued for CBSE schools in the
district to use NCERT books as much as possible for classes 1 to 8 in the upcoming
academic session 2025-26. Schools can use books from private publishers for
valid reasons, but the unavailability of NCERT books will not be considered a valid

reason.

sexual-crimes/videoshow/112904069.cm

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide
lethal-ukraines-most-shocking-order-ami
zelenskys-anti-russia-mission/videoshow,

All schools must upload the list of prescribed books for all classes on their website

by October 1. If any other book is to be used, the school management and

principal must jointly sign a declaration stating the valid reasons and submit it to
VIEW MORE VIDEOS >

the district education committee. If the information is not provided by the due

date, it will be assumed that the school management is using NCERT books. If

other books are found to be used during future inspections, strict action will be

ADVERTISEMENT

taken, including the cancellation of the school's recognition.
Only in special circumstances can school management use books from private
publishers, and the price of these books should not exceed 25% more than the
price of NCERT books. Based on the displayed book list, a book fair will be
organised in February-March, the orders said.
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On ANI’s defamation suit against W

Why has the news agency Asian News International filed a lawsuit against the Wikimedia Foundation? WHat B8 0 ) india?
0 reveal? Who can make and edit pages on the Wikipedia s will wikipedia bEZEE

. __/ _ THE GIST

ikipedi bers -
Mroon pecp Wikipedia and some key NUMDE0 it sesticmess

users — 78 crore —
. e 22 languages MO 5o aming out. globally, the

The In August this , India recorded the fifth hi number of Wikiped!i
Story so far: unuymwmrme|mlmumam;n but two (Bodo and Dogri) of ¢ oy Toil at L \

he news agency ANI sued of the Indian Constitution. Among them, the highest number of articles were in Urdu, at 2 lakh, fol " the Phillippines

Wikipedia parent Wikimedia English language had the highest number of articles, clasely Iotlowed by Cebuana, a reglonal languag® spoker

Foundation last month for By The Hindu Data Team o’ . ,Id,.‘,_.,,

descri defamation, due to a e e ————— e T 5 spoken In india = ineludin

ption of the news agency as a Chart¥: The chart shows the countries with the largest number of T chartat mecmnhml"ﬂ:l‘:‘:mh Wiklpedia articles are avallable.

those n the Eighth Schedule CELRL L org he number of articles

Wikipedia users In August 2024
= = The bigger the size of the:

agator of |
the website l:lw&k a
- , a Delhi
Gounju@dmtenedtquderuxﬂ‘ abillion

3 billion
What does the page on ANI say?
When Wikipedia’s page for the news.
agency Asian News International started

2 billion

Ealle porting scr the

m's record in 2020, a back-and-forth !

&‘Wmuedanwuscmfscasolmd > 0.78 billion or 78 crore
$dllon on one side, and largely new [

accounts that only edited the ANI page, e
according to public logs of changes made

10 the entry — for months. The agency, |

which largely syndicates video and text | o
feeds from around the country to news |
channels and other outlets (including

The Hindu), was described as “running [al [ o AT A et
pro India fake news network aimed at e e T e ORI A

influencing European think tank [sic] | chart3: The chart lists the 320 languages in which Wikipedia articles are availabl . The
against Pakistan,” a version of the article
then read. Over tme, this rough sentence
in the page's introduction was smoothed T
out, annotated, and crystallised into what English CebEs

it says today: that the agency is “accused -

of having served as a propaganda tool for
the incumbent central government,
distributing materials from a vast network

anmdndm_rvdl

the description, along with a longer.
section detailing these descriptions,
defamatory. They sued the Wikimedia
which runs in the
Delhi High Court earlier this year, seeking
22 crore in damages.
In statements to The Hindu, the
Wikimedia Foundation has stood by the
ANI page, saying that the descriptions in
that entry are borne out by reliable
sources (which include The Diplomat, the
EU DisinfolLab, and The Caravan | —
magazine). Users who have made more |
than 300 edits and have an account that is {
at least a month old are free to “improve” | that country's invasion of Ukraine. In

the page, the Foundation said. | 2019, a German court ordered the
| Foundation to remove records of an older | around

version of an article about academic Alex | 2 right
routinely

What has the Delhi High Court
ordered in the case so far? Waibel; in the US., the firm the ANI)
At the second hearing on August 20, faces lawsuits, and nearly all cases have W
Chawla ordered the | either been withdrawn or found in the
three of its users with a mn-pmtitsbvour.dmmrbemnunﬂ
/ ironclad for web platforms.
/ The encyclopedia allows nearly anyone

demand appeared to be aimed at
unmasking the individual editors who | in
imade these changes, something that the | topics are restricted (sometimes for a long
Foundation has historically not done
outside the U.S. Even as the non-profit record of making contributions that have
communicated with ANI's lawyers shortly been upheld by other users. Norms on
before the subsequent hearing on the site are decided by the community,
Thursday, the latter filed a contempt and may be enforced unevenly, with
application. At the Thursday hearing, Mr. articles on less notable subjects
Chawla issued a verbal threat to order the from issues like adve

Indian government to block Wikipedia if it
Does Wikipedia content have an
gical bias?

did not comply. An “authorised

representative” of the non-profit was

directed to be personally present at the The current policies followed by .
October 25. wikipedia users do not have .::.pﬁck

next hearing on

Does dia face its and
hip threats
wikipedia has faced bans and lawsuits
around the world by individuals and
that have been aggrieved by
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The vast ma
Oof educatij
Studying |
extremely
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Jority of students belong to the anxious generation. In thec::ldren
on that prevalls across the globe, a large number of ¢ace
N normal schools are the canaries in the coal mines. They ols,

liness an

dangerous, explosive and toxic surroundings. For them, scho
d universities have become Increasingly venues of unwe
f unhappiness
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he Duke of Cumberland
and unde of Queen Victo-
ria fiercely opposed the
expansion of the Great
Western Railways on the strange
ground that its rumbling “would
Eton’s schoolboys.” Foun-
ded in 1440, “the nurse of England's
statesmen” has educated scores of
m«: hlgn.mm world leaders and
of ureates, and continues to  ous, explosive and toxic surround-
dominate public life in the UK. ings. For them, schools, colleges
The school confersavastand  and universities have become In-
unfair advantage to its alumni, creasingly venues of unwellness
over the alumni of even the best  and factories of

loss which will persist for their
entire academic life.

The vast majority of students
belong to the anxious generation.
In the system of education that
prevaily across the globe, a large
number of children studying in
normal schools are the canarles in
the coal mines.

They face extremely danger-

The university places empha-
sis on “academic hyper-producu-
vity across the university strata”
which is another name for what
she calls “unrelenting dehumani-
sation that relies on the conflation
of that productivity with wellness.”

Danlel Wilson, director of
“Project Zero” at the Harvard Gra-
duate School of Education, says
that It is “hard to learn without
real-life relevance” Schools must
encourage curlosity, sense of
belonging and facilitate students’

interactions with

schools In the state system. unhappiness.
Billionalre Elon Musk has Mint Khuce, a
started a new ental Astra  Vietnamese-Ameri-

{\Ton School which is billed as
the most exclusive school in the
world”. Musk’s school is the on-  Aslan American Lit-
line school on the campus of erary Review, argues
SpaceX. It is expected w0 produce that we are all differ-
billionsires. No surprise for. ently unwell. The
guessing it author of Pedagogy
The “mercurial, man-child®, of Unwellness fur-
uy: his blogrlphm Walter Isaac-  ther maintains that
has “grandiose ambitonand  “we are unwell in

can scholar and
managing editor of

ASH NARAIN
ROV

the surroundings.
More importantly,
Wilson posits that
our children are
“the victims of epis-
temic injustice and
unwellness in the
classroom.”

Why have sch-
ools and universi-
ties come to such a
pass? Big is not a
strong enough
word for the rot in

The unlversity Is a place for
inquiry, for asking questlons- As
American philosopher Judith But-
ler says, it is important to keep
questions open. If they are shut

down too quickly, “that is surely
another kind of fallure, since the
question Is but one way that young
people are struggllng to exist,
equal and free.”

She further posits that some-
times you find answers, some-
times you don’t. But “as long as
the questions are allowed, conver-
sations are possible.”

We are in intellectual poverty.
There is a collapse of critical think-
ing. There is disdain for truth and
philosophy. Truth is now :evealed
by politicians.

Given the manifold crises, we
need pedagogy of imagination and |
storytelling. We don’t need to
build a hero who saves everything.
As Emiliano Zapata, hero of the
1910 Mexican Revolution, said,
“strong leaders make a weak peo-
ple.” We need to look for a collab-
oratlve project, a solution into

.n cgo to match.” As his money  different ways at dif- The writer Is director,
' al

and power grow, Musk pow fre- ferentdme.” institute of Socl the education sys-  which we all fit.
quently channels his inner Trump. Aslan-Americ- SOCS9; Do tem. Our universi- Stories shape who we are.

ties are now teach-

Ing students to unthink. Or to
think conspiratorially. Honest
Inquiry is unwelcome,

Autocrats hate univorsities
and Intellectuals. Princeton histo-
rlan David Boll says that the Sili-
con bllitonalres behave like the
predatory wolves, Power has poi-
sonod academla,

Today, moro and more unl-
vorsities are allowlng the core aca-
domic mlaslon of intellectual
Inquiry and tenching to be subor-
dinated 10 other values.

Right-wing assault on educa-
tion {8 ngenda-drivon, Billlonaires
are deatroying ncademia and po-
lideal leadlers aro truthing through
banality.

Universitles, resenrch Institu-
tions and knowlodge-producing

scentros aro entrusted with the task

of thinking on hehalf of soclety.
They nre oxpocted to subjeot all
:1.Adaena to rigorous testing,

One of the most cxpensive sec-
ondary schools In the Swiss Alps
charges 125,000 Euros per year.
i pein these super ollle schools,
i reducarion Is m eense of the w-y
Jpower works in insttutions.
{ are of course |ntensely hierarchi-
« cal where the sistus is marked by
: dress and forrn of address.
(o i But Musk and other tech bil-
/ liopaires ere also bullding castles

an students, {n par-
ticular, whom she has interviewed
extensively, sre more vulnerable
than others.

They drive us to get out of our
dreams and mould our beliefs.
Stories are magic, they can create
other worlds, emotions and ideas. |
We suffer from what Peter |
Turchin has famously called “elite
mass production”. To him, elites
are a small proportion of the pop-
ulation “who concentrate soclal
power in their hands ~ whether
that's in the military, economic,
political, or ldeological sphere”

Markets and states are now |
Inseparably intertwined. And edu-
catlon Is inextricably linked  tothe |
politics of power. We keep moving
ahead with a policy despite its glar-
Ing andd recurrent fallure.

Woe see progress falling apart.
Ours Is a time, beautfully caprured
by John Kennedy, inwhich “all the
truth, and all the vght, and all the
angels are on one sldo.” TS Ellot saw
that happening when he wamed, we
have lost knowledge In informatdon
and wisdom In knowledge,

Khuc goes a step further by

ing that demic Inatitu-

tions are “Incubotors of unwell-

ness® as they placa n premium on

hyper-producuvity and compulso-
ry wellness.”

When you struggle or fall, you
ore made to bellevo It Is your fault
and that something 1s wrong with
you and not with tho schools or
the sysiem.

Sho has visited mare univer-
alties nnd listened to more stus

donts In mental health workshops,
discusslons, mectings than any-
0ne olse In Aslan Americon studles
or montal health,

Her research is nlso a "close
rending of the university ns a stru-,
cture”. The cruel frony, sha says,
Is that university’s wellnass "mn+

kes students unwell”, :

of a different kind. They hnve now
entered universities with a mission
to launch a war on Ideas. Flite unj-
I versiues In the US will now be-
come even more clitust while ave-
nues for higher education are van-
Ishing for the less privileged.

The ship of fools doesn’t slnk
fast. Globally, schools, colleges
and universites are proliferating.

. Boutlque upiversitics are minting
moncy. But the Internet Is spread-
Ing a new kind of lliiteracy. The
reading habits of students have

* already atrophlied online. It is a
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ETV Bharat / Bharat

Madrassas Work Arbitrarily, Unfit To Give ‘Proper’ Education: NCPCR
Tells SC

£ X © & 4MinRead

. By Sumit Saxena
" Published : 15 hours ago Updated : 14 hours ago

The NCPCR, in its written submissions, said the Board of Madrasa Education should not
be regarded as an academic authority because it is merely a body with the power to
conduct examinations, and the examinations administered by the board are completely
at odds with the curriculum of NCERT and SCERT, keeping the students of Madrassas
behind those who fall within the purview of RTE

Representative Photo (ANI)

New Delhi: The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has told the Supreme
Court that Madrassa is an unfit place to receive ‘proper’ education and it works arbitrarily and runs in
an overall violation of the constitutional mandate, Right to Education Act and the Juvenile Justice .’
2015.
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examinations administered by the board are completely at odds with the curriculum of NCERT and

SCERT, keeping the students of Madrassas behind those who fall within the purview of RTE.

The commission said that to impart instruction that is entirely in the context of religion is a flagrant
violation of a child’s fundamental right to education which does not adhere to the requirements of the
RTE Act, 2009, or any other applicable laws. Innocent children suffer as a result of the religious subject
getting institutionalised in Madrasas, it added.

“A Madrassa is not only an unsuitable/unfit place to receive ‘proper’ education but also in the absence
of entitlements as provided under Sections 19, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, and 29 of the RTE Act. Further,
Madrassas do not only render an unsatisfactory and insufficient model for education but also have an
arbitrary mode of working devoid of a standardised curriculum and functioning,” it said.

The written submission was filed by the commission in a matter related to Madrassas in Uttar Pradesh.
On April 5, the apex court put on hold the Allahabad High Court’s March 5 order striking down
provisions of the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004.

The apex court had said it was of prima facie view that the law does not provide religious instruction
and students are also imparted education in secular subjects like science, mathematics and social
studies.

The commission said, on perusal of the list of books available on the website of the Madrasa Board, it
has found objectionable content in Diniyat books being included in their curriculum. It has been
observed that as per the prescribed curriculum, the Madrassa Board is teaching texts through these
books that profess the supremacy of Islam.

In its written submission, the NCPCR mentions that even though the Darul Uloom Deoband Madrasa
was founded in Deoband in Saharanpur district of Uttar Prades, it has been impacting the people
professing Islamic culture and practices across the country and abroad.

The commission said it received complaints regarding the fatwas issued by Darul Uloom Deoband
which contained references from a book titled ‘Bahishti Zewar'.

“It is pertinent to mention here that the said book has content which is not only improper but also
objectionable and illegal for children as the same contains text on engaging in a sexual relationship
with a minor. The book is also alleged to be taught to children in madrassas, and further fatwas
containing such objectionable information accessible to all”, it added.

The NCPCR said it has come across various objectionable content on the website of Darul Uloom
Deoband wherein one of the fatwas was issued regarding establishment of physical relationship with a
minor girl which is not only misleading but also in violation of the provisions under POCSO Act, 2012.

The commission said another fatwa was issued on the Darul Uloom Deoband portal where a question
was asked by an individual from Pakistan regarding suicide attack on non-Muslims forces and a
statement of “consult your local scholar” by the Darul Uloom Deoband instead of responding to the
query is invalid or illegal.
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The commission said a school is defined under Section 2(n) of the RTE Act, 2009, which means any
recognised school imparting elementary education and a Madrassa being out of this definition has no
right to compel the children or their families to receive education at Madrassa.

The commission said lack of proper curriculum, teacher eligibility, non-transparency/funding, and
violations of the law of the land, Madrassas also failed to provide a holistic learning environment to
the children.

The child rights body said the Madrassas are getting Unified District Information System for Education
(UDISE) Codes despite not fulfilling the required norms and standards as per the RTE Act, 2009.

“The fact of children getting education in government-funded Madrassaa including the unmapped
madrassas which are receiving funds from the state governments is a clear violation of the law of land
and such an education which is devoid of the basic curriculum, eligibility and holistic environment
cannot be furthered on the expenses of the State”, it said.

The commission said though the Madrassas are running across the country, only states like Bihar,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and Uttarakhand have
Madrassa Board.

Read More:

UP Madrasa Sealed After Fake Rs 100-notes Racket Busted; Principal, 3 Others
Arrested

Uttar Pradesh: Madrassa Teacher Arrested For Allegedly Raping 14-Year-0Old Girl In
Gorakhpur

Last Updated : 14 hours ago

For All Latest Updates &% rojiow Us

<} TAGGED:  MADRASSA RELIGIOS EDUCATION SUPREME COURT NCPCR ON MADRASSA CURRUCULAM
RIGHT TO EDUCATION NCPCR ACCUSES MADRASSAS
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NCPCR assails madrasa sysLein

in SC, cites child righ

Utkarsh Anand
Netters @ Nindustantimes (oM

INEW DELHE: The National Com-
mission for Protection of Child
_Rights (NCPCR) has launched b

« sions before the Supreme Court
asserting thal these Institutions
violate children's fundamental
rights Lo education and arc oper
ating In breach of the consutu-
donal mandates and the Right to
Education (RTE) AcL

Urging the top court 1o recog-
nise the need for Integrating gen-
eral education with religious
teachings in thesc insttutions.
NCPCR submited that children
in madrasas arc compelled to
follow a rigid curriculum
focused on religious cducation.
leaving them without the oppor-
tunity 1o engage in mainstream
neademic learning

11 s & flagram violation of 3
child’s constitutional right 10
education to impart INSTUCHON
that Js entirely in the context of
refigion and that dors not adhere
to the reguirement of the RTL
ACL 2004, o1 any uther applica-
ble Laws. Innocem: children suf-
fer @s o result of the religious

of education becoming
institutionalised 10 madra-
sas_ The absencr of formal edu-
cation in these Institutions
deprives chfidren of essential
@dlls and knowledge Teeccssary
for thetr holstic drvelopmert.”
guted the child nights body
NCPCR alno expressed con-
cerns over fhe comterd of some
rnadrass Uxabooks particulary
thomse promoting “supretnacy of
Jslar”, evin as several ron-Mus
Lirn taldren were alwu enrolied
10 madrasas 10 O ytayr of Bibas,
Madhys Pradesl West Bengil.
Ui Prasdesh and Urtarkdiand
The submissons were imede
in response to petitions filed by
Mmsdrasé Owners, manageoit
sockenies, end wacliery kssA s
tons chisllenging 8 March 2024
Allahisbisd Lilg)i court judgment
st Boclared e Ut Jrradesh
Board of Madarsa Fducstion
Act, 2004 unconsttutional and

\ U
e LA

NCPCR sald that children in mad

rasasare forced tofollowa rigld

curriculum focused on religlous eduention, leaving them without

an opportunity te engage In mainstream learning.

violative of secularism.

On April 5. a Supreme Court
bench led by Chief Justice of
India (CJ1) Dhananjaya Y Chan-
drachud stayed the high court’s
decision. emphasising that the
|ssue was not with the Madarsa
Adt ftsclf but with ensuring that
students receive quality educa-
tion The court. howcver,
refrained from issuing any direc-
tion 1o the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment for continuing to provide
gate aid to madrasas, which the
state claimed to be around
71,048 crore annually.

The casc was scheduled o

come up before the bench on
Wednesday. but it could not be

HTARCHIVE

a “school” as provided under
section 2(n) of the RTE Act,
which Inctudes any recognised
Instittion Imparting clementary
cducntion. Madrasas fall outslde
(his definition and, NCPCIt
claimed, lnck the right o compel
children to recetve education in
such settings.

NCPCR %urlhcr nrgued that
madrasas fall to mect the basic
entitlements prescribed under
the RTE Act, such as the forma-
ton of school management com-
mittees, curriculum standards,
and teacher qualifications, leav-
ing children without essential
educational oversight.

Natlonal security
concerns and
controversial textbooks
A significant part of NCPCR's
bmisston addressed “objec-

heard due to another matter tak-
ing up the enure day
Infringement of
children's fund tal
rights

At the heart of NCPCR's prgu-
ment ks the clalm that madrasas
confine education (o religious
wemctings. thereby infringing on
the rights of children as guaran-
reed under the RTE Act. 2009
and other relevant laws
Lypressing alarm over the
madrasa system's focus on rel)-
gious education, the Commis:
sion sad that clisldren studying
In madrasas are deprived of
socess U 8 bank s ool curricy
Juim, resulting tn significant edu-
catiome! deflons
The commisslon's stance
revolved araund the definiion of

tonable” content found in
madrasa textbooks, particularly
those teaching “Dintyat” (Islamic
religlous knowledge). According
to the commission, some
madrasa textbooks promote the
supremacy of Jslam, which may
foster an exclusionary mindsct.

NCPCH slso mentlon the
aJleged influence of Darul Uloom
Deoband, an unreglsicred
madrasa In Soharanpur, which it
sak] affillntes many other UNICE:
Istered madrasas ncross the
country Claiming that the Deo-
band madrasa had ties to the
spread of a stiict and austere
version of Isl
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repurtedly contulin Woprgar
and Mlegnl content coneetnng
il sewinl pelatlogs 1l cinn
priisaton it it viu 1 priiate
Pl 18 10 violatlen Of e Preass
ton of Childien from fevisl
Offences (Pocwn) Act, AN N ke
hightighted nlleged fatwens fream
tho Deoband madrass it dis
cusa Issnes ke pliysical rebation-
ships with minors and even g
rles on snicide attacks agains
non-Muslima These, NCPCH
argued, reinforce harmful idesd-
ogtles ond are not only LTToTiS
Ing but also constitute 3 ratonal
securlty threal.

Broader constitutional
violations
NCPCR's submissions also hizh-
lightcd alleged violatons of sev-
eral constitutional provisions.
including Articles 21 14, and 15.
which ensure a child’s night to
Iife, equality before the law. and
protection against discrimin2-
tion. The Commission argued
that madrasa education deprmes
(children of equal opportunities
to develop in a "healthy mannet.
In conditions of freedom and
dignity.” as mandated undet
Article 39(f) of the Consttution.
The submissions contended
dmllhcnbscm:ru(mem Acts
provisions In madrasas deprves
children of crucial entilernents
like midday meals. school unt-
forms and access 10 tralned
teachers. NCPCR ! that
madrasas operating outside the
urview o formal schooling
chould be classified as “out-of-

school Institutions™. denying

children thelr right to fo
quality education.

NCPCR focussed on the shadow ol uader 3
alleged coercton of non-Muslim
‘\rrll ito receiving relighous stodents eercled B
Instruction in madrasas, which,  acToss e 5225 2

child
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Says Dr Pankaj Mittal, Secretary General of Association of Indian Un

OUR CORRESPONDENT

he Association of
Indian Universities
(AIU) established in
1925 with just seven
member universities now has
more than 1,000 universities as its
members, 100 years later. From
representing Indian universities
at various forums and hand
holding them for improving
the quality of higher education,
AU assists the universities in
the recognition of their degrees,
diplomas, and examinations by
both domestic and international
institutions. AIU plays a
crudial role in strengthening
and promoting Indian higher
education. Millennium Post
catches up with Dr Pankaj Mittal,
Secretary General, AU, at her
New Delhi office. A Fulbnight
scholar and a topper in MSc and
PhD in Agricultural Statistics
from LARI, New Delhi, Dr Mittal
has dedicated over three decades
to the higher education sector-
She is the second woman to serve
as Secretary General of AIU in
its history of 100 years. In this
interview, she discusses how
AIU is working to improve the
quality of higher education in
India and the future path for the
organisation. Excerpts:

The landscape of Indian
higher education has changed
significantly due to rapid techno-
logical growth, rising incomes,
and a growing population. What
role does the Association of
Indian Universities (AIU) play to
improve the quality of education
in India?

AIU is an institution, which
is now almost 100-years-old. We
were established in1925 as an
Inter-University Board with only
seven universities. And now, it has

slowly grown and right now we
are the largest university network
in the world with 1,023 universi-
ties as our members. This includes
16 international members, which
we call as associate members. Since
the beginning ATU has been play-
ing an active role in promoting
quality higher education.

~naq
J

_MEMBERSHIP
Lgﬁsi'“ memErship- 1023
50

> IN-IITs/NITs SERs- 6

» Associate members
nternational members) - 16

S10A
Al will change the nature

of jobs. Therefore, our
universities must prepare
students in a way that
equips them with the
necessary skills to succeed
in the emerging job market.

3

AIU does a lot of academic and
research work and contributes to
policy making in higher education.
It emphasises on the holistic devel-
opment of the students. It orga-
nizes many sporting events and
youth festivals for the students of
universities and colleges at zonal,
national and international level
More than five lakh students par-
ticipate in these events Recently,
at the World University Games
held in Chengdu, China, our uni-
versities received 26 medals, an
achievement which was appreci-
ated by none other than the Prime
Minister of India. The Government
of India has also mandated AIU
to do the equivalence of foreign
degrees with the Indian degrees.
Apart from that we do research
conventions for students. We have
also established capacity building
centres for the faculty and admin-
istrative staff especially on use of
technology for teaching, research
and governance. Ina nutshell, we
are working towards the holistic

development of not only the stu-
dents and teachers but also the
capacity building of vice-chan-
cellors (VCs), especially the newly
appointed VCs.

Your parent office was Univer-
sity Grants Commission (UGQ).

Yes, 1 joined UGC in 1990.
UGC is a statutory body, which is
established by the Parliament of
India. It is a regulatory body. For
almost 30 years, | worked with
UGC and went on deputation to
serve as the founder Vice Chancel-
lor of Bhagat Phool Singh Mahila
Vishwavidyalaya established by
Government of Haryana in 2008
for two terms. After that  came
back to UGC as it was my parent
office. When I was in UGC, 1 was
mostly involved with policy, plan-
ning and formulation of regula-
tions. In the university, as VC, we
were into university administration
and implementing policies and
regulations while imparting quality
education and promoting

Now, [ am working with AIU. Its __

no
promote international collaborations betw!

“Combining skill education with higher education

iversities, al

sities at Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam to
Indian and Vietnamese varsities

so stresses t

lqdla

research partn
bealot of knowledge
sharing between

ties and foreign unIve
campuses are in India.
win-win situation for everyons

willimprove employability

he need fora smart use of Al

wmbeszvgd.andthmbf-
can also help our
colleb-

and resources
unrversi-

ersinies if these

kwillbea
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it depends on how it Is used. Innovative number of students still gomz
WON(LXHLE S o ochers are using ChatGPT to design abroad to pursue higher edoca-
A(TA\F\M assignments that encourage students tion? Does this mean Indiais
PARTICULARLY JREXSS creative thinking and comparative also facing 2 .
is. However, this requires a clever d"”Ev" 1012
LI ooication of Al Mechanical use of Al L1 1y, i s e
TN (1M could be more detrimental to students’ | n the foreign cmiversines, with
MIGHT BE interests. On the positive side, Al can the primary destinations bemg the
eliminate the need of humans for USA, ‘Anstrabia, the UK.
IR (I M mundane and repetitive work. It can Europe, and the UAE. I contrast,
STUDENTS® B also be used in imparting personalised the number of students who come
" Joaming to teach each student ata level | tolndia is around 48,000. So, there
CREATIVITY they"undarstand rather than going by is a huge gap. NEP 2020 k=s given
INTI(W.IE 2 common ‘denominator for the entire alotaf ‘“‘?"‘ﬁ, 10 the interna-
\ s also preparing a report tionalisation ¢ ‘higher edocation.
THINKING . Bt s | Aspartof this, foreign
' on the implications of Al on higher are being ‘n Indsa and
[STUUEYH  oucation. Let us hope for the best. Indian institaTions are seting P
campuses abroad. Permission has
- nota regulatory body but a facili- promoting, establishment of for- been granted for joint degrees, dual
tating body. We help the univer- eign campuses in India and Indian  degrees and twinning programs.
sities in implementing National campuses abroad. For instance, UGC has issued enabling regula-
Education Policy (NEP) and the IIT Madras has set up its offshore tions to promote and expedite this.
‘mandated regulations. We basically . campus in Zanzibar. We wantour  Soon, we will see more and more
hand hold them and facilitate them quality higher educational institu- foreign students coming to our
like a mother. \ tions to go abroad as well as wel- country to pursue studies. thos
Recently, IIT Delhi opened come quality foreign institutions making India the destination for
an international campus in to India. As far as the expense is affordable quality education.
Dhabi, and the University of concerned, right now in our higher Although the number of uni-
Southampton will open in Gur- education system, we have around  versities, whether central, state,
gaon by 2025. While this boosts 4 crore students. What is the num- . or deemed, has i d, there
India’s global presence and also ber of students that the existing two  is a growing concern about
helps in internationalisation campuses are catering to? May the decline in the quality of
of education, some education- not more than 500 students? So, education.
ists worry that foreign universi-  the number of students these for- (Cuts in) That is why the Gov-
ties might make education more  eign universities in India will cater  ernment of Indsa has made univer-
expensive in India. How can we to will be very minimal compared . sity accreditation mandarory. Ifa
ensure a fair balance between for-  to the total student population in university is accredited with, say X
eign and Indian institutions? India. So, 1 don't think there should A+, or ‘A++" grades, stedents can
Australia’s Deakin University be any fear in the minds of Indian  be assured that they are not enroll-
and the University of Wollongong  universities. Rather, a student from  ing in a mere degree-prinang uni-
have already set up campuses in India who is spending a very high  versity. ‘We are trying to control
Gujarat’s GIFT city. Recently, the fee to go abroad for studies will the quality of education through i
University of Southampton from now get the chance to earn the litation mechanisms. There paradigm in hij tion. We
the UK gotanodtosetupacam- = same degree at home, on Indian arealso ranking systems inplace,  need to evolve with the time and
pus in Gurgaon. ‘The National soil, and save a lot of money. both Indian and international, to prepare graduates for the new job -
Education Policy (NEP.2020)is .. Alot of foreign exchange for help students identify which insti; roles that will in future.
- 4 s SN ol Fehierii
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Madrasas ‘unfit’ for proper
education, NCPCR tells SC

Including a few NCERT books in the curriculum is a mere gulse in the name of imparting

education and does not ensure that children are receiving formal and quality education, it says

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he National Com-

mission for Protec-

tion of Child Rights
(NCPCR), the top child
rights protection body in
the country, has told the
Supreme Court that ma-
drasas are “unsuitable or
unfit” places for children
to receive “proper educa-
tion”.

The NCPCR, represent-
ed by senior advocate Swa-
rupama Chaturvedi and
advocate Abhaid Parikh,
made the submission in
response to petitions chal-
lenging an Allahabad High
Court judgment which
struck down the Uttar Pra-
desh Board of Madrasa
Education Act, 2004.

The commission said
the textbooks in madrasas
“profess supremacy of Is-
lam”. “Merely teaching a
few NCERT books in the
curriculum is a mere guise
in the name of imparting
education and does not en-
sure that the children are
receiving formal and quali-
ty education,” it argued.

The NCPCR highlighted
-issues of curriculum, eligi-
bility of teachers, opaque
funding, violation of land
laws, and failure to provide
children a holistic environ-
ment as problems associat-
ed with madrasas.

“The teachers appoint-
ed in madrasas are largely

The NCPCR highlighted issues of curriculum, eligibility of teachers,
opaque.ﬁ.l_nc!ing, and others. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA

dependent on the conven-
tional methods used in
learning Koran and other
religious texts. The ‘scanty
and unregularised’ work-
ing in madrasas creates a
haywire system which just
stands alone on the con-
ventional ground of reli-
gion,” it said. -

“Majority of madrasas
have no idea as to how to
plan social events or extra-
curricular activities, such

as field trips, that could

provide students with
some level of experiential
learning... Madrasa educa-
tion is neither all-encom-
passing nor thorough. It is
not helping children ad-
vance since it lacks so ma-
ny crucial components of
learning. Madrasas in-
fringe on children’s funda-
mental right to a good edu-
cation by failing to provide
these basic requirements.
Children are denied not

“only a suitable education
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* schools.

but also a healthy at-
mosphere and improved
opportunities for growih,”
the commission said.

It said children from
faiths other than Islam
were also studying in ma-
drasas in Bihar, Madhya
Pradesh, West Bengal, Ut-
tar Pradesh, and Uttarak-
hand. Providing Islamic re-
ligious = education to
non-Muslims was a viola-
tion of Article 28(3) of the
Constitution, which
upholds the right against
forced participation in reli-
gious  instruction  or
worship.

The High Court had or-
dered the transfer of ma-
drasa students to regular
The top court
stayed the implementation
of the High Court decision
in April. On Wednesday, a
three-judge Bench headed
by Chief Justice of India
D.Y. Chandrachud said the
petmons would be taken

up for a detailed hearing
SO0N.

Taking Uttar Pradesh’s
case, the NCPCR drew the
court’s attention to the Da-

rul Uloom Deoband Ma-

drasa founded in Deoband
in Saharanpur district.
“According to the infor-
mation available the Deo-
band Madrasa fanned out
across South Asia and has
also set up seminaries, or
madrasas, teaching an aus-
tere version of Islam, par-
ticularly along the Pakis-
tan-Afghanistan border... it
has also been alleged by
Taliban extremists groups
to have been influenced by
the religious and political
ideologies of Darul Uloom
Deoband Madrasa... the
Deoband Madrasa issues
fatwas online as well as of-
fline and has a very strict .
and conservative interpre-
tation of Sharia, as evi-
denced by its issuance of
roughly 2,50,000 fatwas
which restrict followers in
terms of faith, life, and ma-
ny other aspects,” the
NCPCR submitted.
“Though madrasas dot
the country, only States
such as Bihar, Chhattis-
garh, Odisha, Uttar Pra-
desh, West Bengal, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
Uttarakhand have Madrasa
Boards. Large number of
children attend madrasas
that are either unrecog-
nised or unmapped,” the
commission observed.
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adrasas ‘unsuitable

for proper education:
Child rights body to SC

A T TR

ANANTHAKRISHNAN G
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER T

INDIA’S CHILD rights body has
told the Supreme Court that the
education imparted in madrasas
“is not comprehensive and is
therefore against the provisions
of Right to Education Act”, and
that textbooks in these institu-
tions teach about the “su-
premacy of Islam”,

The National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) also claimed that the
Taliban was “influenced by the
religious and political ideologies”
of the Darul Uloom Deoband
Madrasa of Uttar Pradesh.

The NCPCR was making a
written submission to the court
whichis seized of a clutch of ap-
peals challenging the Allahabad
High Court order which had
declared the Uttar Pradesh Board
of Madarsa Education Act, 2004,
“unconstitutional” on the
ground that it violated “the
principle of secularism” and fun-
damental rightsunder Article 14
of the Constitution.

On April 5, a Supreme Court
bench presided by Chief Justice
ofIndia DY Chandrachud stayed
the High Court’s order.

E’l‘he commission, in its sub- _

mission, said a Madrasa is an
“unsuitable” place to receive
“proper education”,

“..they donotonlyrenderan
unsatisfactory and insufficient
model for education but also
have an arbitrary mode of work-
ing which is wholly and in ab-
sence of acurriculum and evalu-
ation procedure as laid down
under Section 29 of the Right to
Education Act, 2009.”

They work “in an overall
violation of the Constitutional
mandate...,” it said.

Though the RTE Act exempts
madrasas from its purview, the
children studyingin them “have
never been exempted from the
ambit of Article 21A of the
Constitution of Indiain any judi-
cial decision or constitutional in-
terpretation”, it said.

“The denial to extend the
right to education to children by
these institutions with minority
status not just deprives the
children of their most important
fundamental right to education
but... snowballs into depriving
them of their fundamental
right to equality before law;” the
commission said.

The commission called the
Uttar Pradesh Act “a depriving
tool" for children studying in mi-
nority institutions.
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Supremacy of Islam.” s

“All those children who are
not in formal schooling system
are deprived of their fundamen-
tal right to elementary education
including the entitlements such
as midday meal, uniform,
trained teachers etc. and since
madrasas are exempted from
the purview of the RTE Act, 2009,
all children studying in the
Madrasas are deprived of not
only formal education in schools
but also benefits as provided un-
der RTE Act, 2009,” it said.

The child rights body also
said Madrasas “merely teaching
a few NCERT Books in the cur-
riculum is a mere guise in the
name of imparting education
and does not ensure that the
children are receiving formal and
quality education”.

The commission said that af-
ter going through the list of
books available on the website
of the Madrasa Board, it also
“found objectionable content in
Diniyat books being included in
their curriculum”. “It is humbly
submitted that on perusal of the
Diniyat books as available on the
website, it has been observed
that as per the prescribed cur-
riculum, the Madrasa Board
through the books, are teaching
texts that professes about
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/Madrassas violate RTE Act,
statutory provisions, SC told

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Questioning the
kind of education imparted
inmadrassasandalsotheway
of their functioning, includ-
ingpermitting corporal puni-
shment for children, National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR) has
told Supreme Court that com-
prehensive education is not
provided there and it is
against the provisions of
Right to Education (RTE) Act.

Responding to an appeal
filed against an Allahabad HC
order which had struck down
the “Uttar Pradesh Board of
Madarsa Education Act’, the
commission said even teach-

ers there are not qualified
enough to impart education
and the Act, instead of being
an enabling tool, becomes a
depriving tool for the children
studyingthere. Itsaid such in-
stitutes are also providing Is-
lamic education to non-Mus-
lims which is violative of the
Constitution provision.

«  the denial to extend
RTE to children by these insti-
tutions with minority status
not just deprives the children
of their most important fun-
damental right to education
but this exclusion/denial of
these children snowballs into
deprivingthemof theirfunda-
mental Right to Equality be-
fore law (Article 14); prohib-
ition of discrimination on

grounds of religion, race,
caste, sexor place of birth (Ar-
ticle 15(1)); that children are
ngen opportlmm% and facili-

ties to develop in a healthy
manner and in conditions of
freedom and dignity and that
childhood and youth are pro-
tected against exploitation
and against moraland materi-
al abandonment (Article 39
(0),” itsaid, adding madrassas
do not have any provisions re-
garding various facilities and
entitlements promded under
RTE. “A madrassa is not only

.an unsuitable/unfit place to

receive ‘proper’ education but
also in absence of entitle-
ments as provided under Sec-
tion 19, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, and 29
of RTE Act,”itsaid. -~

o ‘Madrassa edu
against RTE,
NCPCR tells SC

Tational Commission for
: Protection of Child Rig-
: hts has told Supreme Court
i that madrassa education is
! “neither all-encompassing
nor thorough”, and is aga-
inst provisions of Right to
Education Act, reports Am-

: it Anand Choudhary.
; The body was respon-
: dingto an appeal filed aga-
inst the Allahabad HC order

. striking down the UP Board
. of Madrassa Education Act.

It said madrassa teachers
- are not qualified and the in-
: stitutlonslackfacﬂmas Pif/

LS SRR
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(AICTE) has i h
Book Writing and Translation” in 12
scheduled Indian languages. The

. What is CSTT?
| The CSTT, established on October 1, 1961,
focuses on preparing standardised
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Goveramment has lawnche Busivess Biaster programie for i successive year: Ash

: STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

ducation Minister Atishi
| Lison Thursday said that the
announced the 'Business
Blaster' programme for the
2024-25 academic session for
l the third successive year and
' seed money of Rs 40 crore will
‘be provided for this pro-
gramme. Meanwhile, Delhi
'BJP . President Virendra
|Sachdeva called Atishi’s
| claims ‘hollow and laughable’,
| Addressing the press confer-
| ence, Atishi shared that they
! are enthused with the success
| of the programme for the
| last two years. Launching the
| programme for 2024-2025,
| Education Minister Atishi
| shared, “With 2.45 lakh stu-
dent entrepreneurs, seed
money of Rs 40 crore and
more than 40,000 startup
| ideas, the Business Blasters
‘program will once again
prove to be a superhit.”

Delhi Government has’

She added that if the'children adding that under the

who have passed class 12 and
have left school can provide
employment to the youth of
our country, lakhs of jobs can
be created across the country.
“I am happy to announce
today that this year in 2024-
25 also, the Business Blasters
Program is being started in all
the schools of Delhi
Government,” Atishi stated,

Ranjan DImri

Business Blasters program,
our children will not become
job seekers but job providers
even before completing their
studies.

The senior AAP leader said
approximately 40,000 ideas
and startups have begun
working under the pro-
gramme, including perfume,
chocolate, eco-friendly prod-
ucts, and technology. She also

mentioned that this year too,
the government school stu-
dents will become job
providers before completing
their studies.

"This programme aims to
promote entrepreneurship
and self-employment among
students, enabling them to
become job creators rather
than job seekers," Atishi said.
Attacking the BJP, she
claimed, “On one hand unem-
ployment is increasing, youth
need jobs, on the other hand,
no provision of employment
is being made for the youth by
the BJP-ruled central gov-
ernment. On the other hand,
the Delhi government is try-
ing to rnaie the youth who
emerge from the education
system of Delhi not job seek-
ers but job providers,”

In response to a question,
Atishi said that some private
schools have voluntarily par-
ticipated in this, so the Delhi
government is also providing
opportunities for this pro-

gram to those schools that
want to participate in this.
Hitting out at the AAP leader,
the Delhi BJP chief stated, “It
is disgraceful that Minister
Atishi is claiming to develop
business ideas from students
by giving them merely Rs
136 per month and presenting
this as her government’s
achievement”

He demanded clarification
from her about how man
people have got jobs througl’m'
the ‘Business Blasters Scheme’
or any other scheme. “Atishi’s
claims of employment are
completely false, and the truth
is that Arvind Kejriwal’s gov-
ernment has ruined the Fives
of thousands of youths under
the pretense of contractual
jobs like bus marshals. The
Kejriwal government distrib-
uted contractual jobs to
youths without following
proper administrative proce-
dures, and today, most of
them are unemployed,” he

said. o //I
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iHow rare coins helped connect dots of Gupta Empire

Saket.Suman@timesofindia.com

l

!

i New Delhi: Four decades of
extensiveresearch haveled to
some interesting new fin-

. dings from the Gupta period.
While the 240-550 CE reign of
the Gupta dynasty is widely
regarded as one of the most
prosperous periods in Indian
history, there remained signi-
ficant gaps in the understan-
ding of the era and how it saw
Hinduism cementing its foot-
hold in the Indian subconti-
nent.Tothisend,aresearcher
setoutonatasktolocatecoins

. from the era in museums and
private collections across the
worldtobe ableto tracea clea-
rer and more objective pictu-
reof the societal and political
developments that took place
duringthe period.

The journey was not an
easy one, as Sanjeev Kumar,
who presented hisfindingsto
distinguished personalities
from India’s art and culture

' domains, found. “Thebiggest

| problem was that the private
collectors did not want to
show these coins to others or
allow them to be photograp-

hed to enable thorough rese-

arch,” said Kumar, pointing

tooveradozen coins from the

' Guptaperiod thathe wasable
tosource and study. ;

Those who heard Kumar, a

nunusma’ast, mdependent re-

searcher and chairman of
Shivlee Trust whosemission is
to study the history of ancient
India, included the heavywe-
ights of India’s cultural lands-
cape, prominent among them
being Sacchidananda Joshi,
chair and member secretary,
IGNCA; BR Mani, director ge-
neral, National Museum; and
KK Thaplyal, professor emeri-
tus, Lucknow University.

Kumar, who is a fellow of
the Royal Asiatic Society of
Great Britain, pointed out
that even the museums that
had these coins werenot open
to allowing researchers to
study them. “It took as many
as 40 years to gain a fuller un-
derstanding of the period
and that was made possible
because of these coins,” he
said, before pointing out that
rulers like Chandragupta IT
used the coins to inscribe tac-
tical messages about conqu-
estsand victories.

The findings, which have
been documented in Kumar’s

book, suggest, among other.

things, that the evolution of
iconography of Hindu gods
and goddesses was codified in
this period. Kumar said that
during the course of the rese-
arch he was able to differenti-
ate between the différent figu-
res of gods and goddesses. Tn

Rare coins of the Gupta dynasty were on display during
the launch of "Treasures of the Gupta Empire’ at IGNCA

s

Photos: Jatin Kumar

The pictorial depictions have

historical connotations as the rulers
used coins to inscribe messages or

symbolisms of their conquests
==SANJEEV KUMAR | AUTHOR OF THE BOOK

particular, Hindu goddess of
wealth Lakshmi was depicted
in the form that she is cur-
rently associated with for the
first time during the Gupta
period, he claimed.
Presenting the coins to
the audience, Kumar pointied

out that the gods and goddes-
ses mentioned in ancient
Hinduscripturesof the Vedic
period were, textual and not
pictorial, though there were
elaborate descriptions of the
divine. He said the Guptasin-
scribed stories in the ancient
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Brahmi script on the coins.
The depictions and icons on
these coins proved to be clues
to gaining deeper insights in-
tokey developments.
 “These rare coins in gi ld
silver, and copper have hid-
den messages in them. When

we studied these coins, we
hadtolookattheentirelands-
cape of that time. They have
hidden messages and we de-
coded these to build a clearer
understanding of the pe-
riod,” said Kumar, who isalso
a trustee of the Hindu Temp-
le of Northwest Indiana.
Kumar said that during
this period, artists and wri-
ters were celebrated and we-
re given patronage by the ru-
lers. He informed the audien-
ce,among whom were college
students, that literary, acade-
mic and intellectual figures
like Kalidasa and Aryabhata

- gained prominence during

this period while internatio-
nally renowned educational
centres like the ancient Na-
landa University prospered
because therulerswereinter-
ested in and promoted the
arts, heritage, astronomy,
and intellectual pursuits of
thesubjects. :
Maintaining that the pub-
lic understanding of the Gup-
taperiod waslimited, hestres-
sed the need to revisit this gol-
deneraof history and retrace
itssignificance in India'sjour-
ney through the ages. He cal-
led on historians and resear-
cherstodelvedeeper gndwvon—
de if the current under-
andingencapsulatedall that
happen in that period.
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AsKk states to implement exam reforms, NCERT urges Centre

Amidst the tug-of-war between states ruled by the Opposition parties and the Centre, there are some of the state
boards that are open to implementing these reforms, but they need a notification from the state government. To this
end, the Centre will have to write to the state issuing the notification, the NCERT has written in its letter.

‘ Amrita Madhukalya | DuNS
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Representative image showing a student writing an exam. Credit: iStock Photo

New Delhi: Weeks after it introduced a new evaluation system with different weightage methods, the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has written to the Ministry of Education urging it to
write to state governments to implement the recommendations of the reforms, which have been laid down in
consonance with the National Education Policy.
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state boards that are open to implementing these reforms, but they need a notification from the state
government. To this end, the Centre will have to write to the state issuing the notification, the NCERT has
written in its letter.

The report, titled ‘Establishing Equivalence across Education Boards’, was submitted by PARAKH (Performance
Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), a regulatory body under the NCERT.

Also Read: Preamble in NCERT books: Congress submits privilege notice against Dharmendra Pradhan for
‘'misleading’ RS

Also Read: Preamble in NCERT books: Congress submits privilege
notice against Dharmendra Pradhan for 'misleading’ RS

Among the recommendations is that state boards divide the academic year into two terms, and that the
“weightage of formative and summative” marks will be adjusted progressively from class 9 to class 12, with
increasing emphasis on summative assessment.

For the class 12 report, 15 per cent for class 9, 20per cent for class 10, 25 per cent for class 11, and 40 per cent for
class 12 will be added for the evaluation in class 12.

The PARAKH report also pointed at variation in performance of students not only across state boards, but even
within the boards. In all, there are 59 school boards for senior and senior secondary education countrywide,
including three national-level boards like the CBSE and ICSE.

The NCERT's letter comes even as the Ministry of Education and the Tamil Nadu government is in the midst of
a confrontation over the implementation of the recommendations of the NEP.

Many Opposition-ruled states have refused to implement the NEP, including Tamil Nadu, Delhi, Punjab and
West Bengal. A report has since emerged that the Centre has withheld funds to these states despite better
parameters. Consequently, Delhi and Punjab agreed to implement them.

What Others Are Reading See More >

Kolkata Rape-Murder Case Updates | Supreme Court to hear matter
today; ED raids continue over RG Kar financial irregularities
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Madrassas 'Unsuitable’ Place For Children To Receive
Proper Education: NCPCR To SC
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Madrassas are “unsuitable” places for children to receive ”proper education” and the education imparted there is
“not comprehensive” and is against the provisions of the Right to Education Act, the National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has told the Supreme Court.

The child rights body told the top court that children, who are not in formal schooling system, are deprived of
their fundamental right to elementary education, including entitlements such as midday meal, uniform etc.
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The child rights body told the top court that children,
who are not in formal schooling system, are deprived of

their fundamental right to elementary education.
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The NCPCR said madrassas merely teaching from a few NCERT books in the curriculum is a ”mere guise” in the
name of imparting education and does not ensure that the children are receiving formal and quality education.

”A madrassa is not only a unsuitable/unfit place to receive "proper’ education but also in absence of entitlements
as provided under Sections 19, 21,22, 23, 24, 25, and 29 of the RTE Act,” it said.

”Further, madrassas do not only render an unsatisfactory and insufficient model for education but also have an
arbitrary mode of working which is wholly in absence of a standardised curriculum and functioning,” the NCPCR

said in its written submissions filed before the top court.

The child rights body stated that due to the absence of provisions of the RTE Act, 2009, the madrassas are also

deprived of entitlement as in Section 21 of the Act of 2009.

”A madrassa works in an arbitrary manner and runs in an overall violation of the Constitutional mandate, RTE Act
and the Juvenile Justice Act, 2015. It cannot be overlooked that a child getting education in such an Institution will
be devoid of basic knowledge of school curriculum which is provided in a school.
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”A school is defined under Section 2(n) of the RTE Act, 2009, which means any recognised school imparting
elementary education. A madrassa being out of this definition has no right to compel children or their families to
receive madrassa education,” the NCPCR said.

It said most of the madrassas fail to provide a holistic environment to students, including planning social events,
or extracurricular activities for ’experiential learning.

In a breather to about 17 lakh madrassa students, the apex court on April 5 had stayed an order of the Allahabad
High Court that scrapped the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004 calling it "unconstitutional”
and violative of the principle of secularism.

Observing that the issues raised in the petitions merit closer reflection, a three-judge bench headed by Chief
Justice D Y Chandrachud had issued notices to the Centre, the Uttar Pradesh government and others on the pleas
against the high court order.

The top court said had the high court ”prima facie” misconstrued the provisions of the Act, which does not provide
for any religious instruction.

The high court had on March 22 declared the Uttar Pradesh Board of Madarsa Education Act, 2004,
“unconstitutional” and violative of the principle of secularism, and asked the state government to accommodate
students in the formal schooling system.

The high court had declared the law ultra vires on a writ petition filed by advocate Anshuman Singh Rathore.

It had said the state has ”"no power to create a board for religious education or to establish a board for school
education only for a particular religion and philosophy associated with it.” ”We hold that the Madarsa Act, 2004, is
violative of the principle of secularism, which is a part of the basic structure of the Constitution,” the high court
had said.

The petitioner had challenged the constitutionality of the UP Madarsa Board as well as objected to the
management of madrassas by the Minority Welfare Department instead of the education department.

(This story has not been edited by News18 staff and is published from a syndicated news agency feed - PTI)
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NCERT Body Writes to Education Ministry To Urge States
To Implement NEP Reforms

Reported By: Vatsala Shrangi News18.com Last Updated: SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, 12:45 IST New Delhi, India

While the state boards are “willing” to implement the
suggestions, they require a formal approval and
notification from their respective governments to do the
same, News18 has learnt.
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PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development), a constituent
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recognised school education boards in India.
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paper setters’ in order to standardise the assessments in classes 9 to 12. For standardising the question papers, it
suggested that for classes 9 and 11 the boards develop a question bank for all subjects for the year-end
examinations.

There are 59 existing school boards for senior and senior secondary education across the country, of which three
are national-level boards while the remaining are state boards.

Since education is a subject in the ‘concurrent’ list, states are not bound to follow the directives of the Central
government.

A senior official in the Punjab School Education Board, said that since the recommendations are part of the NEP,
the approval has to come from higher authorities.

“We have submitted our proposal to the higher authority. It is being analysed at different levels. Once they
approve it, we will notify it, but it’s a long process and will take time,” the official said.

PARAKH has been conducting regional workshops with the state boards on the suggestions made and how to
adopt these in the teaching-learning processes.

An official from a state education body in Tamil Nadu, who had attended the workshops, said that the sessions
were “interactive and helpful”, but there is a procedure to formally integrate these into the curriculum, which is
yet to begin.

JH Zoremthanga, Chairperson of Mizoram Board of School Education, said that the recommendations of the report
are important for exam-related reforms. “We are discussing it with the state government, including the role of the
Board in implementing these. However, it includes a lot of financial implications, which needs to be sorted out.
Yet, we plan to start with preparing of question banks, as suggested in the report,” he said.

News18 has sent a query to the MoE in the matter, but a response is awaited. This story will be updated, if and
once, a response is received.

Notably, an analysis conducted by the MoE last month that examined the performance of classes 10 and 12
students across the 59 school boards showed that more students from the state boards failed the classes than
those from the central boards.

About the Author

VATSALA SHRANGI Vatsala Shrangi, Assistant Editor at News18, reports on the HRD, Ministry of
Road, Transport and Highways, and social sector. She has covered the Delh...Read More

Tags: NATIONAL EDUCATION POLICY (NEP) | NCERT
First Published: SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, 12:45 IST

Last Updated: SEPTEMBER 13, 2024, 12:45 IST 1 57

INDIA TAKES STRONG OBJECTION | =I=H

i cnunmu'sii ﬂ

AMENEI'S REMARKS

TRENDING VIDEOS

ADITI AND SIDDHARTH'S
DREAMY WEDDING

b -

7 UNFORGETTABLE LOOK:!
FROM EMMYS 2024

LATEST BLOGS


https://www.news18.com/astrology
https://www.news18.com/videos/
https://www.news18.com/byline/vatsala-shrangi-23887.html
https://twitter.com/vatsalashrangi
https://www.news18.com/byline/vatsala-shrangi-23887.html
https://www.news18.com/topics/national-education-policy-nep/
https://www.news18.com/topics/ncert/
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/aditi-rao-hydari-sidharth-are-married-9053257.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/breaking-news/fashion-at-emmy-awards-9053253.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html
https://www.news18.com/videos/movies/alia-ranbir-s-daughter-raha-kapoor-for-the-first-time-talks-on-camera-as-she-sees-dadi-neetu-9052150.html

\g o . o
ZLH? AW Y {JaaT 2004, oo 4] ~ &

S =l fifs-14 fadsR 2024,
memaﬁ 754t
s 21 7 7 i 2, 5T 1949

# Hfeer w1 3 B W S o §
T I AT F TG F SR R o 9w
uig s @R St YT % i
% RTT, Hreegot o, STt T ) e

\ | Rdaeame,
ﬁiﬂﬁeﬂﬁm"

e R P S R el

=1 foer &, afews o S % e -
& 801 2 3T s 1 e FooET | SR
& =t fomm ok Wy & ae e i 3=
S SR O Hecr o e s
&1 fefSrea difem & wrem o & & d9ts
R THAIF T F S w9 W i
fepen ST et 21 S e Sy

- TRHH A o 79 fewn § weeR wifed

B R ¥ 3 e SRR R
& I W A9E aeeh W o e e

| T R S ae T e

AT T S Rl 21 ‘
&S fova 4 dd v —m St S

) el T 81 9RA % e A0, e,

v i, T ok B S S 6

TR W ANE GCeld F STEHA
it 4fE 5 foom # 3 Feq vom o £
& 75 SR = o ) S e
3R TR S T 81 TR 7 Faw RS
T S A B, dfeh 98w
1 o TR 9 e ¥ U = Hey
wifed & wehar 81 Bl # w1 oamr
I & fo Tt e sromeRt & s seera
NEEF BN TEE H ST

GRS YR A Sfeh 2
& & it Wheer, waE ik wRwe
FIEHAT IR BT BT T W &
Ticl, = iR s S e
= &l & < w0 F faw witeor
1 B ;
SR =g T 21 S WA B G SR
TER faH SiR Tehiss % A & & 8 @
3137 3 @ 8571 8 3ieh o aefe 21 R
SN SgeTdt S ¥ S O o) e il
H HaR Fdl 2, T 98 SAavE 8 S S
foram siit aerriies @ weifer 7 < 35

, A sy @ B ) e 9 wag

T EWF 2, FHih Te TS & 99
ferehre & o aifrarel 21 7o = e

FHEH WA B 8, SSRGS UsTEen
BT BH & 75 W 9 O B anedt o
T T T ARG W9 7 57 0 2
EEE R Rt R § SHEE Rt
AR 1377 S § FednT iR THedT U
FEA! T, fooe 39 3 @ ol B
S B 21 B F A F A TR 7
& 1 S g A enfERE S A
F foon % = wem 3o &1 weEEh e
R foren waera A %2 SR 39 58 $I o
3R SR Tl T i 3 e ) e
T % A AT 8t <t pesiifos W
FH 2| T fo ferde weEm % w-
T UL e o erevEs 21 AR
R o7 fét Al SEit iR e vt
F T ST 99 F el @ & A T

| W R o o o v g ) s

et # ¥ et Wi :
&S =t Tora % ¥4 F ot e v
e & 1 Rt o1t o wifeer, wag

& T Ao | ol i v g
o & forg em 2
(e e e SIeRRTEEH & freafreera,
a8 ¥ fédt Jrfeprt &)
response@jagran.com
on: | co//

158




TRHIENDICgeN TimMes oy g%wvz_ N S

—“‘"'r,—rpq App R meang e

H

indi, and its

role in the

unified future of India

indi Divas (Hindi Day), observed
every year on September 14, calls for
areflection on the language's journey
from adoption as the official language
of the Union in 1949 to what it is today and
what it is going to be tomorrow.

Today, Hindi has the fourth-largest speech
community in the world. It is commonly spo-
ken in ten states and three Union Territories.
As per the 2011 Census, Hindi has 55 distinet
varieties, and some of these may have their
own dialects. The varieties differ
mostly in the use of verb-forms — for
example, kha rahi hai (Hindi), kha-
wathe (Chhattisgarhi), khaiche (Baj-
jika), khatari (Bhojpuri), khane
(Kumauni) and khave hai (Rajasthani-
Jodhpuri). Hindi and its varieties
have a preponderance of Sanskrit
vocabulary in primary or derived
forms. Mutual intelligibility across
Hindi's varieties and with other
major languages of India stems from the fact
that Indian languages have either evolved
from Sanskrit or are heavily influenced by it.
The Hindi-Urdu speech community is the
third-largest globally (after Mandarin and
English). Many countries now have sizeable

. Hindi-speaking populations, making it an

_—

international language.
This journey has not been without prob-
lems. In a culturally and linguistically diverse

| country, arriving at a consensus is not always

easy. The 'Constituent Assembly showed
remarkable vision'in adopting Hindi with the

Girish
Nath Jha

Devanagari script as official language of the
Union. This showed India’s true national char-
acter as many non-Hindi leaders supported
Hindi for independent India. However, contin-
uing with English as an official language
indefinitely has not been without controversy.
The 22 major languages listed in the Schedule
VIII include languages from the Indo Aryan
(15), Dravidian (4), Tibeto-Burman (2) and
Austro Asiatic (1) families. A classification of
our languages on the basis of five prakrits
would have made more sense.

Since English posed tough compe-
tition, the government took several
measures to enrich Hindi and pro-
mote its use in administration and
education. The Central Hindi Direct-
orate (CHD) was established in 1960
to promote Hindi in non-Hindi
regions, The Commission for Scien-
tific and Technical Terminology
(CSTT) was established in 1961 to
develop technical terminologies and content
so that education and administration could
happen through Indian languages. In 1967, the
Central Hindi Committee (CHC) was set up. In
1971, the Central Hindi Translation Bureau was
set up, followed by the department of official
language (DOL) in 1975 to coordinate efforts
for the development of Hindi. The Committee
of Parliament on Official Language (CPOL)
was constituted in 1976. The Central Hindi
Training Institute was set up in 1985 to contin-

uously train and facilitate the government 59

cials/staff in using Hindi.
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Hindi has the fourth-largest speech
community in the world
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| The Centre’s efforts are coordinated by the
DOL. Among the activities led by DOL, the
meetings of the CPOL led by the home minis-
ter are perhaps the most important. This com-
mittee reviews the progress made in the use of

_Hindi in the official domain and recommends

measures to the President for promotion and
enrichment of Hindi. The DOL also coordi-

 nates the efforts of the Nagar Rajbhasha Kary-

anvan Samitis and implementation by the gov-
ernment offices/institutions, to monitor
Hindi's progress in official use. The develop-
ment of necessary software tools like Kant-
hastha, a machine translation system, has
been a remarkable achievement. Integration
of Kanthastha with e-office is another initia-
tive to facilitate the use of Hindi in govern-
ment offices. LILA-Rajbhasha by CDAC facili-
tates Hindi-learning through 14 other Indian

languages. The credit goes to the DOL for also -
. leading the work on'preparation of an online

Hindi dictionary called Hindi Shabd Sindhu,
an all-inclusive relational database of Hindi
including words from various domains, dia-
lects and other major Indian languages mak-
ing it a truly sarva samaveshi Hindi kosha.

W
Rt e o

This kosha has more than 400,000 headwords
and is equipped with an automatic speech rec-
ognition. The DOL has been periodically
equipping its officers and staff in using Hindi
in offices using digital tools. i

To popularise Hindi and recognise the
efforts to promote Hindi, the DOL organises
the annual Hindi Divas celebrations and has
been organising the Akhil Bharatiya Rajbha-
sha Sammelan since 2021. Rajbhasha Gaurav
and Rajbhasha Kirti Puraskar Yojanas by DOL
are two popular schemes to promote writing
in Hindi.

Hindi has been a popular language in the
digital world. Though it ranks very low in its
share of websites, it is the fourth most-used
language on YouTube. The rise of Indian lan-
guage users on the internet has also put pres-
sure on software developers to develop tools.
The tools from CDAC, Google (Google Assist-
ant, Google Translate), Microsoft (Bing Trans-
lator), Microsoft-Swiftkey (mobile keyboard),
and Amazon Alexa, among others, have facili-
tated Hindi, but more efforts are needed in the
digital space. The online shabd-sindhu by DOL
and searchable glossaries by CSTT are going to
become more important in the future.

The forward march of Hindi has been
impressive. It has to continue progressing

with inclusiveness so that it is truly sarva sam- |

aveshi, for the unified and inclusive future of
India. On the Artificial Intelligence (AlI) front,
there is a need to exercise some caution.
Implementing Al solutions in a diverse nation
as ours has been a challenge for various rea-
sons. However, the current pace of efforts will
goa long way in ensuring the suitable imple-
mentation of Al for Hindi and other langua-
ges.

Girish Nath Jha is chairman, Commission for
Scientific and Technical Terminology.
The views expressed are personal




NCERT calls for NEP reforms to bridge student
performance gaps

By Chetan Tawakley - September 14, 2024

faaar s gassd

The National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has called on the Union Ministry of
Education (MoE) to urge state governments to implement key reforms outlined in its recently published
“Equivalence” report. This report highlights performance disparities among students from different state
boards and central boards, providing recommendations to standardise assessment practices nationwide.
The recommendations align with the goals of the National Education Policy (NEP) and the National
Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE).

Key Reforms Proposed in the ‘Equivalence’ Report The NCERT report, developed by its Performance
Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development (PARAKH) unit, aims to address
the significant variation in student performance between state and central boards. Some of the main

recommendations include:

¢ Cumulative assessment system: Introducing a new evaluation system where students’
performances in classes 9, 10, and 11 contribute to the final class 12 assessment.

* Professional paper setters: Developing a cadre of experts to create standardised exam papers for

classes 9 to 12.

¢ Question banks: Preparing comprehensive question banks for senior classes (9 to 12) to ensure
consistency and fairness in assessments across boards.

These reforms are designed to ensure equal opportunity for students across India’s 59 recognised school
boards, which include three national-level and 56 state boards. The report emphasises that these changes
are essential for improving student outcomes and reducing the disparity in pass rates between state and

central boards, as revealed by a Ministry of Education (MoE) analysis.

Challenges in Implementation Despite the urgency of these reforms, states are not required to follow
the central government’s directives, as education falls under the concurrent list. Officials from various
state boards, including Punjab and Mizoram, have acknowledged the significance of these
recommendations but pointed out that approval from higher authorities and funding considerations are

necessary before implementation.

Also Read: IIM Bodh Gaya Partners with Bihar Transport Department for Leadership Training
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While some states are actively discussing these reforms, full integration into their educational systems is
expected to be a gradual process. PARAKH has already been conducting regional workshops with state
boards to guide them in incorporating these suggestions into existing curricula and teaching
methodologies.

The NCERT’s push for NEP-aligned reforms aims to bring significant changes to India’s educational
landscape, particularly in standardising student assessments and improving the quality of education
across state and central boards. As the state boards begin the process of integrating these

recommendations, the focus remains on ensuring fairness and equity for all students in India.

Be a part of Elets Collaborative Initiatives. Join Us for Upcoming Events and explore business
opportunities. Like us on Facebook , connect with us on LinkedIn and follow us on Twitter ,

Instagram.
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Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education commits to Special Campaign 4.0 for
enhanced cleanliness and efficiency in offices and its
Autonomous Bodies

Posted On: 14 SEP 2024 6:54PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSE&L), Ministry of Education, has built on its past successes in
Special Campaigns and is fully prepared to actively engage in the upcoming Special Campaign 4.0, announced by the
Government of India. The campaign is scheduled to take place from 2nd October to 31st October 2024, with a focus on
institutionalizing cleanliness and reducing pendency across government offices. This initiative aims to enhance the
overall efficiency of government operations, while fostering a cleaner and more organized workspace environment. In
addition to improving operational efficiency in offices, the objectives also includes raising awareness about
environmental sustainability. This effort will continue by integrating Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE in schools and
ongoing #EkPedMaaKeNaam (#Wam) campaign as part of the Special Campaign 4.0, contributing to the
greener future.

The Special Campaign 4.0 will be executed in two phases: a Preparatory Phase from 16th September to 30th September
2024, followed by an Implementation Phase from 2nd October to 31st October 2024. All Bureaus and Autonomous
Bodies under DoSE&L have been requested to set target Vis-a-vis various parameters as well as to identify the field
units/ outstation offices where Swachhata campaign would be conducted during the Preparatory Phase. The
Implementation Phase will focus on addressing pending references, disposal of references from MPs, PMO, State
Governments, Inter-Ministerial references, Parliamentary Assurances, public grievances & appeals, simplification of
rules/processes, record management, disposal of scrap and redundant items, beautification of offices and conduction of
cleanliness campaigns.

To ensure success of the campaign, progress will be monitored via a dedicated Google tracker, with daily updates from
participating offices. The Campaign will be promoted through social media using the hashtag #SpecialCampaign4.0.
DoSE&L, Ministry of Education urges all its Autonomous Bodies to engage actively in this critical initiative to foster a
cleaner and more efficient office environment.
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(Release ID: 2055017) Visitor Counter : 493

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi
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Kanalpal, in his complaint, stated that he was at the office in Ahmedabad with rethink-pink-plane-truth-is-we-need-women-
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Jitendra Parmar, who also works in the NCERT Office.
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He received a call from Anup Rajput, head of the department at NCERT, who
informed him that he had received information about the sale of duplicate NCERT

books in Ahmedabad city.

The complaint stated that Rajput instructed them to investigate the bookstores in
Ahmedabad city and take legal action if found. On Friday, he and Parmar went to

investigate the sale of duplicate NCERT books. During the investigation, they § == (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide
) ) R ) ) ) & . mantra-ep-6-how-to-be-a-successful-ven
received information that duplicate NCERT books were being sold at New Zaveri i &R sudhir-sethi/vi 113185415.cms)

Book Center, under Gandhi bridge. #  (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide

s-soldiers-humiliated-in-nato-nation-mob
their-heads-yells-yankee-go-
home/vi 113012508.cms)

He stated that he went with the Kalupur cops to New Zaveri Book Centre and

found Gunjan Zaveri. During the search, they found duplicate NCERT books of
Class 10 titled "Mahar Hindi Pathya Pustak" with a code 0644 on the back, which is
incorrect as our office code is 0671. They found a total of 13 such books, each

VIEW MORE VIDEOS >

priced at Rs. 65. The complainant stated that they seized the books and asked for ADVERTISEMENT
authorization or licence from NCERT to sell these books, which Zaveri could not
produce. Hence, a complaint was registered with Kalupur police.
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Union Home Minister Amit Shah inspects
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astall during the launch of Indian languageSecﬁon
of the Official Language Department at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on Saturday. AN

Hindi sakhi of all Indian languages,
complement each other, says Shah

‘EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 14

- UNION HOME Minister Amit
Shah Saturday said that there is
harmony between Hindi and
other Indian languages as they
complement each other to boost
India’s cultural outlook.

Addressing the fourth Akhil
Bhartiya Rajbhasha Sammelan
on Hindi Diwas, Shah said the
promotion of Hindi cannot hap-
pen until all other Indian lan-
guages are strengthened and the
official language establishes a di-
alogue with all of them.

“Our country is not a geopo-
litical, but a geo-cultural country

N

and the link that connects our
country is culture... There can
never be acompetition between
Hindi and other Indian lan-
guages as they are friends and
complement each other,” he
said.

Shahsaid the Centre is work-
ing towards the use of Hindi in
education, technical education,
and the judiciary.

“Rajasthan, UP, MP and
Uttarakhand have today made
the entire curriculum of medical
education in Hindi and work is
underway to prepare engineer-
ing curriculum in about 13 lan-
guages of India in the coming
days,” he added.

Shah said the Hindi Diwas

this year is very important for
everyone  because, on
September 14, 1949, the
Constituent Assembly of India
accepted Hindi as the official lan-
guage of the Union.

“Hindi has seen many ups
and downsin 75 years but at this
juncture, I candefinitely say that
Hindi has no competition with
any local language. Hindi is a
friend (sakhi) of all Indian lan-
guages and they complement
each other,” he said.

Shah said the Hindi Diwas is
an occasion to take a pledge to
make Hindi a communication
language, a common language,
atechnical language and now an
international language. .

166




Q@ﬁz’) LeX | |, 1€ [HT 200y, Ttb ZHsom — ]

167




Milleriun  fost | (¢ Soppombo 200¢, Ffuzen. =5

’ No competition between
Hindi and local languages,
 they are friends: Shah

NEW DELHI: There can never
be a competition between
Hindi and other Indian lan-
guages as they are friends and
complement each other, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah said
on Saturday.

Addressing the fourth
Akhil Bhartiya Rajbhasha Sam-
melan on Hindi Diwas, Shah
said the promotion of Hindi
cannot happen until all other
Indian languages are strength-
ened and the official language
establishes a dialogue with all
of them.

“There can never bea com-
metition between Hindi-and
Tocal languages because Hindi
isafriend of all local languages.
Hindi and all local languages
complement each other. There-
fore, the relationship between
Hindi and all local languages
will be strengthened,” he said.

The home minister said the
‘Hindi Diwas’ is an occasion to
take a pledge to make Hindi
‘a communication language, a
common language, a technical
language and now an interna-
tional language.

“We are celebrating the Dia-
mond Jubilee to mark the com-
pletion of 75 years of Hindi as
the official language. By accept-
ing Hindi as the official lan-
guage and connecting all the
local languages of the country
through Hindi, we are moving
towards preserving and pro-
‘moting our culture, languages,
literature, art and grammar,’
he said. |

Shah said Hindi is more of
a geo-cultural language rather
than a geo-political language.
He said all communications
through files of his two min-

istries -- Home and Goopera-

mother tongue.

Union Home Minister Amit Shah
addresses at the Akhil Bhartiya
Rajbhasha Sammelan, in New

Delhi, on Saturday PTI

Closer Look

the Diamond Jubilee to
mark the completion of
75 years of Hindi as the
official language’ .

» Shah said Hindi' is:
more of a geo-cultural

~ language rather than a
geo-political language

tion -- are done through Hindi.

“It took three years to reach
this stage;” he said.

Noting that the Constitu-
ent Assembly of India accepted
Hindi as the official language
of the Union on September 14,
1949, Shah said the 75-year

journey of the language is in

the final stage of achieving its
objectives and now is the time
to make Hindi a language of
communication, people, tech-
nology and an international
language as well.

The home minister said
in the new education pol-
icy, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has stressed impart-
ing primary education in the
MPOST
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Excessive Screen Time Linked To
Everyday Tantrums In Kids: Study
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Reveals Potential Connection Between Phone Usage & Emotlonal Development |

AnujaJaiswal

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Next time when
your kids throw a tantrum,
don’t blame them but yourself
for handing over a mobile pho-
neor an iPad to them. A recent
study suggests that the use of
mobile phones and tablets to
watch cartoons and other con-
tent may be a contributing fac-
tor toemotional outbursts trig-
gered by everyday situations
such aswakingup, going tobed
orrefusing toeatameal.

A study recently publis-
hed in journal JAMA Pediat-
ries has revealed potential
connections between young
children's phone/tablet usage
and their emotional develop-

ment. The research suggests

that children who used such
devices frequently at 3.5 years
old were more prone to displa-
ying increased anger and fru-
stration by theageof 4.5 years.
. The study also discovered
that children who exhibited
angerand frustrationat4.5ye-
arsold weremorelikely to use
these devices by the time they
reached 5.5 years of age. The-
se findings propose that early
tablet exposure may contribu-
te to a detrimental cycle that
impedes. the development of
healthy emotional regulation
skills inyoung children.

The survey of 315 parents
in Nova Scotia, Canada, follo-

MANAGING SCREEN TIME FOR KIDS

What parents of E 15

preschoolers should do ARERTS ADISE

» Create a family % L > Prioritise interactive, (}\ A

media use plan - ) " real-world experiences N N

> Designate screen-free over screen time

times (for example, meals), = > Choose high-quality, age-

screen-free zones at home propriate content when

> Encourage physical, i Using digital media

social and cognitive . > Co-view and engage

development through with your child during =

alternative activities such as & screen time to boost learning

face-to-face interaction and » Set clear rules and routines

outdoor play opportunities around device use

» Use parental controls and % > Practise healthy screen

monitor content habits as a parent

» Be consistent with : T A

s I >m—u mm > 2-5years: Limit

e, Academy of [E%J Avoid digital l screen use to 1 hour

> Teach children to express media, except | per day of high-

emotions in healthy ways reconmwndaiinns _video chatting | quality programming
wed the same group of child-" skills through direct interac- control abilities in young

ren at ages 3.5 (in 2020),4.5 (in
2021) and 5.5 years old (2022).
Parents self-reported their
children's tablet use and as-
sessed their expressions of
anger using a children's be-
haviour questionnaire.

Dr Rahul Rai Kakkar, con-
sultant, psychiatry & clinical
psychology Narayana Hospi-
tal, highlighted the crucialro-
le of early childhood in brain
development, stating that at
this critical time, children le-
arn emotional regulation

tions, play and engagement
with their surroundings. Ex-
cessive screen time can dis-
rupt these vital processes.
"Tablets provide instant gra-
tification through rapid con-
tent delivery and continuous
stimulation, which can nega-
tively impact a child's capaci-
ty to postpone gratification
and handle frustration. Pro-
longed exposuretothis imme-
diate satisfactif@@n impede
the natural development of
self-regulation and emotional

children," he explained.

Dr Achal Bhagat, senior
consultant, psychiatry and
psychotherapy, Indraprastha
Apollo Hospitals, explored
the relationship between tab-
let usage and increased ex-
pressions of anger and fru-
strationin youngchildren. He
proposed several possible ex-
planations for this link, inclu-
ding children experiencing
difficulty transitioning from
tablet use and displaying

"withdrawal-like symptoms"'

when thedevice istaken away, ‘I

the highly stimulating con- |
tent provided by tablets ma- |
king real-world activities se- |
em less engaging in compan-
son, and prolonged tablet use |
leading to overstimulation,
which can disrupt sleep pat-
terns and negatively affect a,
child's overall mood regula-
tion. These factors together |
contribute to the observed in- |
crease in anger and frustra-
tion among young children
whofrequently usetablets.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of providing children |
with unstructured time, Kam- |
na Chhibber, head of mental
health and behavioural scien- |
ces, Fortis Healthcare, said du- |
ring this period, they should
be encouraged to explore and |
engage in activitiesthatdonot |
involve screens. Communica-
ting with young children and
reading stories to them is cru-
cial. Helpingthem cultivate di-
verseinterestsisessential. As- |
sisting them in managing 1‘.he.L
ir emotions is a necessity that
must be addressed.

“We advise no screen tlme
for children under 2 yearsand |
up to one hour for those aged |
above 2 years to 5 years,” said !
Dr Archana Sharma, consul- |
tant clinicaland child psycho-
logist, Sri Balaji Action Medi- |
calInstitute. “Forthose betwe- |
en five and 10 years, less than

twohours can beallowed." /.
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High incidence of gender bias in school
textbooks: Which Indian state is topping the
charts?

TOI Education / Updated: Sep 16, 2024, 20:16 IST

The Centre for Global Development's study uncovers
significant gender bias in Indian school textbooks, examining
466 state board and 60 NCERT books. It found entr&esdteMore

NEW DELHI: Recent study into the content of school
textbooks in India found a significant degree of gender
bias, with the study focussing on both National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) textbooks and
those produced by various state boards. The Centre for
Global Development, a think tank based in Washington,
DC, conducted the study, which examined 466 textbooks
from 10 Indian states as well as 60 NCERT textbooks.

Poll

How do you think the Supreme Court will rule on NEET UG
20247

@ Court will order a re-exam
©) Uphold the current system
© Introduce changes

©) Completely overhaul

The study highlights the entrenched gender stereotypes
that exist in the language and examples used in these
educational resources, raising concerns about the impact

of such biases on young minds.

The research, which examined textbooks published in the
English language, uncovered a troubling trend where
male-gendered words and stereotypes dominated the
narrative. For instance, mothers were frequently
associated with domestic duties like cooking, while
professions such as doctors were consistently depicted as
male. Despite previous efforts to address these issues,
such as a 2017 call for reform by Irfii#¥€)education
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minister, the study found little improvement, especially in
NCERT textbooks that have undergone revisions as
recently as 2020.

Disparities in gender
representation: A comparison of
Indian states

One of the study’s most revealing aspects was the
variation in gender representation across different states.
The research found that Gujarat performed the best in
terms of female representation, with close to 60% of
gendered words being female. In stark contrast,
Karnataka fared the worst, with less than 20% of its
gendered words representing women. Surprisingly, this
imbalance was most pronounced in southern states,
including Karnataka and Kerala, which traditionally score
higher on progressive gender indices such as female
literacy and workforce participation.
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States Grades

! 2 |3 |4 |5 |8 (7 |8 |9 |10 |11 [12 |Total

Andhra Pradesh (2 |0 3 |3 3 |3 |4 |5 |5 [6 (0 [0 |34

Chhattisgarh 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 o |0 |10
Gujarat 2 |2 3 1 2 1 2 |3 (2 |3 |5 |9 |36
Karnataka 2 |2 |2 |2 1 4 |4 (4 |4 |4 |14 |12 |56
Kerala 3 3 4 5 5 |5 |5 |0 |7 [T (0 [0 |44
Maharashtra 2 |2 [2 |3 |2 |5 |5 |3 |4 |5 (13 |10 |56
Mizoram 2 (1 3 |3 3 |5 (4 |0 [0 |JO |0 O |21
Punjab o |2 3 (3 |3 |4 (9 |5 |6 |T |7 |9 (68
Tamil Nadu 3 |3 4 4 |4 4 |4 (4 |4 |4 13 [13 |64
Telangana 1 2 3 |3 3 |3 |3 |3 |4 [4 (0 |0 |29
NCERT 2 (1 3 |2 |0 |5 |4 |6 |7 |6 |12 [12 |60
Total 21 |21 |34 |34 |32 |46 |52 (42 |53 |67 |75 |77 |486

The table displays the count of textbooks per grade across various
states. The data includes textbooks from state boards and NCERT Books.
NCERT textbooks are selected by state boards in Arunachal Pradesh,
Bihar, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Jharkhand, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Sikkim, and Uttarakhand. The subjects covered

171


https://etmoney.onelink.me/unJQ/q6d76e0e
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=timesinternetlimited-timesofindia&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=timesinternetlimited-timesofindia&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=timesinternetlimited-timesofindia&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-mid:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails%201:
https://atstriumph.in/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola_desktop&tblci=GiAAOTXf5Cs6Ez2wohk1Vj8mIgRHIWzOffEmBnRy5thlHCCE1lEozISJ3oyW5qTIATDdgGQ#tblciGiAAOTXf5Cs6Ez2wohk1Vj8mIgRHIWzOffEmBnRy5thlHCCE1lEozISJ3oyW5qTIATDdgGQ
https://atstriumph.in/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola_desktop&tblci=GiAAOTXf5Cs6Ez2wohk1Vj8mIgRHIWzOffEmBnRy5thlHCCE1lEozISJ3oyW5qTIATDdgGQ#tblciGiAAOTXf5Cs6Ez2wohk1Vj8mIgRHIWzOffEmBnRy5thlHCCE1lEozISJ3oyW5qTIATDdgGQ
https://atstriumph.in/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola_desktop&tblci=GiAAOTXf5Cs6Ez2wohk1Vj8mIgRHIWzOffEmBnRy5thlHCCE1lEozISJ3oyW5qTIATDdgGQ#tblciGiAAOTXf5Cs6Ez2wohk1Vj8mIgRHIWzOffEmBnRy5thlHCCE1lEozISJ3oyW5qTIATDdgGQ
javascript: void(0)
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/results/board-exam-results/rbse-rajasthan-board-12th-result/109063206
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/results/board-exam-results/rbse-rajasthan-board-10th-result/109063180
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-the-times-of-india,city-delhi.cms?redirectionSource=TOIWeb

encompass STEM, social sciences, humanities, and practical/applied

Education News RBSE Class 12 Result (Https://Témeseéindia.Indiatimes.Com/Education/Results/Board-Exam-Results/Rbse-Rajasthan-Board-12th-Result/109063206) R
A
High incidence of gender bias in school textbooks: Which Indian state is toppi... [:] D [ \ @

state-level educational policies and the effectiveness of
efforts to address gender bias. For example, despite
Kerala’s ongoing efforts to remove gender stereotypes
from textbooks, prompted by concerns over domestic
abuse, its performance in the study remains disappointing.

Meanwhile, Maharashtra
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/maharashtra),
India’s second most populous state and home to the

financial capital, Mumbai, is currently undergoing
curriculum revisions. While criticisms have primarily
focused on the lack of representation of socioeconomic
diversity, the study underlines that gender representation
is also a major concern. Maharashtra’s textbooks rank
among the lowest in terms of female representation,
further highlighting the need for comprehensive reform.

In another instance, earlier this year, Delhi's State Council
of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) has made
significant revisions to school textbooks after conducting a
comprehensive gender audit of 53 textbooks and curricula.
The audit, led by a committee of experts from NCERT,
Delhi University, central education institutes, and NGOs,
uncovered widespread gender biases. These included
male-dominated content, portrayals of women in
submissive roles, and a lack of representation for
transgender individuals.

Read full report | SCERT Audit Reveals Gender Bias in
Delhi Textbooks, Proposes Neutral Alternatives for 10

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-
audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-

terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms)
Gender bias in relation to societal attitudes

Another intriguing finding of the study is the apparent lack
of correlation between the progressive gender norms of a
state’s society and the gender bias in its educational
materials. The research cross-referenced textbook content
with a 2022 Pew Survey on gender norms, which
measured societal attitudes across various states.
Mizoram, for example, ranked high in terms of progressive
gender views but showed only 22% female representation
in its textbooks. Conversely, Gujarat, which performed the
best in terms of textbook representation, scored poorly on
progressive gender attitudes.

This inconsistency suggests that gender representation in
educational materials does not necessarily reflect the
prevailing gender norms in society. In some states,
progressive societal attitudes towards gender have not
translated into more balanced representations of men and
women in textbooks. This disconnect underscores the
importance of targeted policy interventions to address the
gender bias that persists in educational resources,
regardless of broader social advancements.

172


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/maharashtra
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/maharashtra
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/scert-audit-uncovers-gender-stereotypes-in-delhi-school-textbooks-neutral-alternatives-for-10-gender-biased-terms/articleshowprint/113265986.cms
javascript: void(0)
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/results/board-exam-results/rbse-rajasthan-board-12th-result/109063206
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/results/board-exam-results/rbse-rajasthan-board-10th-result/109063180
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-the-times-of-india,city-delhi.cms?redirectionSource=TOIWeb

7
Education } News RBSE o A8 MR e FifieL ofindia.Indiatimes. Com/Education/Results/Board-Exam-Results/Rbse-Rajasthan-Board-12th-Result/10906320
N T

T e e

High incidence of gender bias in school textbooks: Which Indian state is toppi... D [:] D [:] @

JAMMU

TRTRASHTE

Maharashtra

The data is derived from a recent analysis by the Center for Global
Development (CGD) of state textbooks, utilizing a methodology similar
to that employed in the cross-country analysis conducted by Crawfurd,

Saintis-Miller, and Todd (2024). Note that the map of India is
representational, and is taken from original study report.

India's performance in the World Economic Forum's
Gender Gap Index 2024

The gender bias present in Indian textbooks is part of a
broader national context where gender inequality remains
a pervasive issue. According to the World Economic
Forum’s Gender Gap Index 2024, India ranks 129th
globally in terms of gender parity, placing it among the
worst-performing countries. The entrenched stereotypes
and underrepresentation of women in educational
materials reflect and reinforce the broader societal

New For You challenges that contribute to this ranking.

Furthermore, the study positions India, and South Asia
more broadly, as the worst region in the English-speaking
world when it comes to gender stereotypes in educational

materials. Compared to textbooks from the UK, US,

'Unwarranted,

unsubstantiated': India Australia, and Sub-Saharan Africa, Indian textbooks
reacts strongly to US cour...

(https://ti india.indiatimes.com/ifanshrate a stronger male bias in terms of language
unsubstantiated-india-reacts- . . )
strongly-to-us-court-summons- related to achievement and work, while female figures are
over-pro-khalistani-terrorist-

pannuns-lawsuit-over- disproportionately associated with appearance and
assassination-

bid/articleshow/113487925.cms)  domestic roles. This male-dominant narrative in textbooks

not only limits the aspirations of young girls but also
perpetuates outdated gender roles for all students.

Moving forward: The need for reform

BIP minister booked for The study emphasises the critical need to reform Indian
calling_Rahul Gandhi L X .

‘number one terrorist' school textbooks to eliminate gender biases. While states
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/bjp- L.
minister-booked-for-calling- such as Kerala have taken steps to eliminate stereotypes,

rahul-gandhi-number-one- )
terrorist/articleshow/113490186.cms) More efforts are needed to ensure equal representation

for men and women. Beyond the numbers, biased
language in textbooks influences students' perceptions
and self-esteem. To make significant progress, both
national and state policymakers must prioritise removing

Ravichandran Ashwin gender bias and updating content. Furthermore,

| Gautam Gambhi . o o
ET—— promoting gender equality in textbooks is critical in

(b imes.com/ spqets/SEkel/B356Rdee attitudes, allowing India to close the

in chandran-ashwin-

leaves-gautam-gambhir- B

e terful-cut. gender gap and move towards a more equitable future.
shot/articleshow/113491471.cms)

I

Read the full report here- Analysing Gender Bias in School
Textbooks in India
(https://www.cgdev.org/blog/analy

school-textbooks-india),

sing-gender-bias-
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NIOS Project Begins

Today,

saket.Suman@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The school project
of the National Institute of
Open Schooling will commen-
ce classes on Tuesday. Howe-
ver, the programme, which
was designed for students who
couldn't keep up with their co-
unterparts in govtschools, will
see at least 30 of its existing 96
study centres closing down
this year due tolow enrolment.
Thereareeightnew study cent-
res to ensure students do not
have totravel long distances.
This development comes
atatimewhenthehighdropo-
ut rate is a concern in Delhi
govt schools. To put things in
perspective, only 6,200 of the
17,000 govt school students
who failed Class IX for the se-
cond time in the 2023-24 aca-
demic year enrolled in NIOS
to continue their education.
This project was specifical-
ly designed for studentsof clas-
sesIXandX who were enrolled
in a govt school in Delhi and
who failed to clear their exami-
nations for a minimum of two
times. AnofficialattheDepart-
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With Bumps

30 Of 96 Study Centres Closed:; 8 New Ones Started

Only 6,200 of the 17,000
govt school students who
failed Class IX for the
second time in the
2023-24 academic year
enrolled in NIOS to
continue their education

ment of Education’s NIOS pro-
ject revealed that it was an at-
tempt to provide a new oppor-
tunity to such students by pro-
viding them encouragementto
continue their education thro-
ughamore flexibleassessment
system. He added that the stu-
dentswhopass the programime
successfully can resume studi-
esin ClassXIin govt schools.
This lack of interest
among low-performing stu-
dents to continue their educa-
tion through the NIOS school
project may have been the trig-
ger behind the circular issued
by HR Sharma, DoE’sdirector
of distance education (NIOS
Project), which says, “Asmany
as 30 NIOS study centres have
been closed as they were no
more viable due to reduced

176

strength. The guest teachers
working in these schools shall
continue to work in the same
schoolsand assistthe teachers
in taking classes of regular
students, till further orders.
Some of these teachers may al-
sobeadjusted inthe eightnew-
ly opened study centres.”
Officials said that schools
have been mapped and the stu-
dy centres have been instruc-
ted to provide support to the
students who have failed twice
in their examinations. They
emphasised that the project
aims at providing a lifeline to
those who may be at risk of
droppingout. Theheads of the
designated study centres have
been instructed to coordinate
with the mapped schools toen-
sureasmooth startof classes.
«The heads of the mapped
schools are directed to inform
all the students registered
with the NIOS Project about
the commencement of classes
by using the mass SMS facility
and by making phone calls to
individual students immedia-
tely,” said Vikas Kalia, an offi-
cial atthe NIOS project/"
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Why is T.N’s education funding on hold?

Why has Tamil Nadu not received its Samagra Shiksha funds for this year? What are the conditions attached to the release of Tamil Nadus education funds? How does

the National Education Policy 2020 affect funding? Why is the three-language formula a contentious issue?

EXPLAINER

Priscilla Jebaraj

The story so far:
amil Nadu is yet to receive this
vear’s funds from the Union
government under the flagship
education scheme Samagra
Shiksha. According to the State
government, the Centre has linked these
finds to the complete implementation of

the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,

which includes provisions that the State
has opposed, including the contentious
three-language formula. The impasse has
come to a head over the last two weeks,
with a public war of words berween the
Centre and State erupting on X.

What is Samagra Shiksha and why
has Tamil Nadu not gotten funds
under it?
Samagra Shiksha is an integrated
Centrally-sponsored scheme for school
education from nursery till Class 12, with
components for teacher training and
salaries, special education, digital
education, school infrastructure,
administrative reform, vocational and
sports education, with grants for
textbooks, uniforms, and libraries, among
others. The scheme's estimated outlay
berween 2021 and 2026 is 2.94 lakh
crore, with the Centre and States
contributing funds in a 60:40 ratio. For
2024-25, Tamil Nadu's allocation under
the scheme amounts to 33,586 crore of
which the Central share is 2,152 crore,
with a first quarterly instalment of 3573
crore, which has not yet arrived halfway
through the financial year.

In a letter to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi last month, Tamil Nadu Chief
Minister M.IC. Stalin accused the.Centre of
imposing a prerequisite for the fund's
disbursal, namely, the signing of a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU)

for another Centrally-sponsored
education scheme called PM Schools for
Rising India (°PM Shri). This scheme, being
run from 20222027, aims to create 14,500

madel schools across the country to
showcase the implementation of NEP
2020, and has a much smaller project cost
of 127,360 crore. The Centre has sent at
least 10 letters to Tamil Nadu from
September 2022, asking the State to sign
the MoU, which included an agreement to
fully implement the NEP.

In March 2024, the State gave an
undertaking that it would do so, with
Tamil Nadu Education Minister Anbil
Mahesh saying that this was because the
PM Shri MoU was being linked to funding
for the much larger Samagra Shiksha —
the delayed third and fourth instalments
from 2023-24, and the full funds for the
current year. In July, the State signed a
modified MoU, dropping the paragraph
on NEP implementation, however, this
was unacceptable to the Centre. In his
August letter, Mr. Stalin noted that States
which had signed the MoU had received
the funds, and in a September post on X,
accused the Centre of “denying funds to
the best-performing States for refusing to
bow to the NEP”.

The Union Education department has

| taken umbrage at this implication. In

response to an article by The Hindu, a
Ministry spokesperson said it was
“misleading” and “incorrect" 1o Suggest
any such “quid pro quo”. However, the
fact remains that Tamil Nadu has not
signed the complete PM Shri MoU and has

‘.

| In limbe: The State implements a two-language formula, making it
both Tamil and English throughout their schoal years. F11

| not received Samagra Shiksha funds.
| What is Tamil Nadu’s problem with

| in education”.

the NEP 2020?
In a post on X, Mr. Mahesh said the State's
objections “relate to specific elements like
the three-language formula and
curriculum changes”, and noted that
“Tamil Nadu is already implementing
many acceptable aspects of NEP through
its own initiatives”. He also warned that
linking the release of Samagra Shiksha
funds to full NEP compliance “infringes
upon the State’s consfitutional autonomy

Tamil Nadu's draft State Education
Policy (SEP), submitted in July, clearly
indicates that the State wants to stick ta
the 5+3+2+2 curricular formula, rather
than the NEP, which includes the
pre-school years. The SEP also proposes
five years as the age of entry to Class 1, as
against six years in the NEP. The State
wants undergraduate college admissions
to be based on Class 11 and 12 marks,
rather than a common entrance test as
proposed by the NEP. The biggest hurdle,
however, is the NEP's three-language
formula.

Why does Tamil Nadu oppose the

three-language formula?
The NEP 2020 recommends the mother

* has been in every NEP since 1968, and has

medium of instruction till Class 5 and

that all school students should be taugst?'?m THE GIST
at least three languages, of which two

must be native to India. This v

three language formula recommendation Tamil Nadu hasn't received its
heen implemented in many States by Samagra Shiksha funds for the
teaching the local language, as well as Sl vty
English and Hindi, with Sanskrit also

offered as an option, especially in
Hindi-speaking States,

Tamil Nadu has had a long-standing
opposition to this formula, dating back to
social movements in the

pre-Independence era. From a

widespread agitation against mandatory
Hindi in the 1930s to violent anti-Hindi

riots in the late 1960s, to protests against
the NEP and Navodaya schools in 1986,
there has been a consistent political
consensus on the issue.

Instead, the State implements a
twy-language formula, making it
mandatory for all students to study both
Tamil and English throughout their

school years, and they are free to choose
Hindi or any ather language as an

optional third, “We embrace Tamil as a
pillar of our identity while also ensuring
future generations are equipped with
English proficiency,” Mr. Mahesh said ina
recent post on X,

NEP 2020 says that “there will be a
greater flexibility in the three-language
formula, and no language will be imposed
on any State”, indicating that it is not
| mandatory to include Hindi as one of the
three languages. However, this would stll
allow students to choose Tamil as a third
language, to be studied for just a few
years in middle school.

All major political parties in Tamil
Nadu have rejected this formula on
principle, When Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan asked
whether this “principled” stance against

NEP meant that Tamil Nadu was opposing
education in the mother tongue including
Tamil, Mr. Mahesh responded that the
State’s policy has “always prioritised
inclusive learning with Tamil asa
cornerstone, while empowering students

Tamil Nadu rejects the NEP's
requirement for teaching three
languages, preferring its own
two-language formula;

v

The disagreement over NEP
compliance hasled to
heightened tensions and a
public exchange between
Tamil Madu and the Centre.

tongue or the local language as lh,T 77

with knowledge in English”.
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India had its prime meridian before
Greenwich, new textbook reveals

Story by India TodayNE « 2mo « 2 min read

L India hadits prime meridian before Greenwich, new textbook reveals
© Provided by India Today NE

A recently published Class-6 NCERT social science textbook has
unveiled intriguing historical information about India's prime
meridian. Known as "madhya rekha" or "middle line," this ancient
reference point passed through Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh, long before
the establishment of the Greenwich Meridian.
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The textbook, titled "Exploring Society India and Beyond," highlights
the astronomical significance of Ujjain. It mentions Varahamihira, a
renowned astronomer who worked in the city approximately 1,500
years ago. The text emphasises that Indian astronomers were well-
versed in concepts of latitude and longitude, including the necessity
of a prime meridian.
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The new curriculum introduces several changes in content and
terminology. The Harappan civilization is now referred to as the
"Sindhu-Sarasvati" civilization, with increased emphasis on the
Sarasvati river basin. The textbook describes this river, currently
known as Ghaggar in India and Hakra in Pakistan, as a significant
feature of the ancient landscape.

The revised textbook also modifies its approach to discussing social
structures in ancient India. While it mentions various professions
from Vedic texts, it omits previous references to the caste system and
restrictions on women and Shudras studying the Vedas.

D Related video: Gandhi and Leaders Discuss India’s Independence
(History Computer (US))
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This new edition represents a significant restructuring of the NCERT's
social science curriculum. It combines elements of history,
geography, and civics into a single volume, focusing on what NCERT
Director Dinesh Saklani calls "big ideas."

The consolidation has led to the removal of several chapters
detailing ancient Indian kingdoms, including those of Ashoka and
Chandragupta Maurya. References to cultural landmarks such as the
Sanchi Stupa and Ajanta cave paintings have also been omitted.
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Ministry of Defence

A poem on 'National War Memorial' and a chapter on '"Veer
Abdul Hameed' included in NCERT curriculum of Class VI

Posted On: 19 SEP 2024 5:57PM by PIB Delhi

Developed in alignment with the vision of the National Education Policy 2020 and National Curriculum Framework for
School Education 2023, a poem titled 'National War Memorial' and chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed - have been
included in the NCERT curriculum of Class VI from this year. The objective of this initiative, jointly undertaken by the
Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Education, is to inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to duty and courage &
sacrifice among the school children and participation of youth in Nation building.

The poem "National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled "Veer Abdul Hameed’ honours
the Braveheart CQMH Abdul Hameed who made supreme sacrifice fighting for the Country during the India-Pakistan
war of 1965 and was awarded the Country's highest gallantry award Param Veer Chakra (posthumously).

It may be noted that PM Shri Narendra Modi had dedicated the National War Memorial to the Nation on 25 Feb 2019 in
the iconic Central Vista 'C' Hexagon, India Gate, New Delhi. The National War Memorial was set up to inculcate a sense
of high moral values, sacrifice, national spirit and belongingness in each and every citizen and to pay befitting tribute to
the soldiers, who laid down their lives defending the Nation.

As part of an action plan initiated towards branding National War Memorial (NWM) as an iconic National monument,
the Ministry of Defence has collaborated with the Ministry of Education/NCERT to add NWM and related
references/material in the curriculum.

SR/GC

(Release ID: 2056743) Visitor Counter : 503

Read this release in: Hindi , Urdu
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Poem on National War Memorial, Veer Abdul Hameed chapter added to
Class 6 NCERT

The poem "National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled 'Veer Abdul
Hameed' honours the Braveheart CQMH Abdul Hameed who made the supreme sacrifice fighting for the

country during the India-Pakistan war of 1965 and was awarded the country's highest gallantry award, the
Param Veer Chakra (posthumously).
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In Short

¢ Poem 'National War Memorial' added to Class 6 NCERT
¢ Chapter on Veer Abdul Hameed included in curriculum

¢ Aims to instill patriotism and courage in students

Developed in alignment with the vision of the National Education Policy 2020 and National
Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023, a poem titled 'National War Memorial' and a
chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed - have been included in the NCERT curriculum of Class 6 from
this year. This initiative, jointly undertaken by the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of
Education, is to teach the values of patriotism, devotion to duty and courage & sacrifice among
school children and youth participation in nation-building.

ADVERTISEMENT

The poem "National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled 'Veer
Abdul Hameed’ honours the Braveheart CQMH Abdul Hameed who made a supreme sacrifice
fighting for the country during the India-Pakistan war of 1965 and was awarded the country's
highest gallantry award, the Param Veer Chakra (posthumously).

It may be noted that PM Narendra Modi dedicated the National War Memorial to the nation on
February 25, 2019, in the iconic Central Vista 'C' Hexagon, India Gate, New Delhi. The National War
Memorial was set up to inculcate a sense of high moral values, sacrifice, national spirit, and
belongingness in every citizen and to pay a befitting tribute to the soldiers who laid down their
lives defending the nation.
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As part of an action plan initiated towards branding the National War Memorial (NWM) as an iconic
National monument, the Ministry of Defence has collaborated with the Ministry of
Education/NCERT to add NWM and related references/materials to the curriculum.
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Synopsis

A poem on the National War Memorial and a chapter on India-Pakistan war martyr
Abdul Hameed have been added to the NCERT's Class 6 curriculum. This initiative by the
defence and education ministries aims to instill patriotism, devotion to duty, and
courage among students, highlighting the sacrifices of soldiers.

iStock

A poem on the National War
Memorial and a chapter on India-
Pakistan war martyr Abdul Hameed
have been included in the NCERT's
Class 6 curriculum from this academic
session, officials said on Friday.
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e The objective of the initiative, jointly
Representational image

undertaken by the defence and the
education ministries, is to inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to
duty, and courage and sacrifice among schoolchildren and the participation of

youngsters in nation-building, they said.
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"The poem 'National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The
chapter titled 'Veer Abdul Hameed' honours the braveheart Abdul Hameed,
who made the supreme sacrifice fighting for the country during the India-

Pakistan war of 1965 and was (posthumously) awarded the country's highest
gallantry award Param Veer Chakra," a senior official said.

The National War Memorial was set up in 2019 to inculcate a sense of high
moral values, sacrifice, national spirit and belongingness in each citizen and
pay a befitting tribute to the soldiers who laid down their lives defending the
nation.

"As part of an action plan initiated towards branding the National War
Memorial as an iconic national monument, the Ministry of Defence has
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collaborated with the Ministry of Education to add the memorial and related Amazon Top Deals amazonin

references or material in the curriculum," the official added.
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Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education and Ministry of Health & Family

)X Welfare Issue Joint Advisory to States/UTs for Effective

mlmplementation of Tobacco-Free Educational Institutions
Guidelines and Manual

Posted On: 21 SEP 2024 5:28PM by PIB Delhi

In a significant move to combat tobacco use among youth, the Secretaries of the Union Ministry of Education and the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare have jointly issued an advisory to all States and Union Territories. The advisory,
addressed to Chief Secretaries, calls for the rigorous implementation of the Tobacco-Free Educational Institution (ToFEI)
manual, in line with the provisions of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act (COTPA), 2003 in educational
institutions.

This joint advisory, signed by the Secretaries of the Department of School Education, the Department of Higher
Education, and the Department of Health & Family Welfare, underscores the alarming effects of tobacco consumption,
particularly on children and adolescents. It draws attention to the findings of the Global Youth Tobacco Survey (GYTS)
2019, which revealed that 8.5% of school students aged 13 to 15 in India consume tobacco in various forms. Of
particular concern is the fact that over 5,500 children in India begin using tobacco every day. Moreover, 55% of lifelong
tobacco users initiate the habit before the age of 20, with many adolescents turning to other addictive substances as a
result.

The advisory emphasizes the need for collaborative efforts of all the stakeholders to safeguard young people from the
dangers of tobacco addiction. The goal is to protect future generations by raising awareness of the harmful effects of
tobacco use and promoting tobacco control measures within educational institutions.

As part of the National Tobacco Control Programme (NTCP), the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, Government of
India, released the Tobacco Free Educational Institutions (ToFEI) Guidelines for safeguarding minors and youth from
tobacco and electronic cigarette use. Further, the Department of School Education and Literacy has developed and
launched the ToFEI Implementation Manual on World No Tobacco Day (WNTD) in collaboration with Socio Economic
and Educational Development Society (SEEDS). The Department issued the manual on 31st May 2024 to all States/UTs
for compliance.

The ToFEI manual serves as a key resource for educational institutions to implement these anti-tobacco measures
effectively. The manual outlines the following objectives:

i. More awareness about the harmful effects and long-term health impact of tobacco use amongst the students, teachers,
workers and officials in educational institutions;

ii. Awareness about various avenues available for tobacco cessation;

iii. A healthy and tobacco-free environment in educational institutions and all educational institutions becoming tobacco-
free; and

iv. Better implementation of legal provisions regarding the sale and use of tobacco products, especially those related to
educational institutions, public places, statutory warnings and minors.

The advisory encourages educational institutions including schools at all levels, colleges for higher or professional
education and universities, both in the public and private sector to adopt the ToFEI manual and guidelines as a
comprehensive guide to safeguard the health and well-being of students.
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Through collaborative efforts, the government aims to reduce tobacco use among children and prevent future generations
m falling prey to addiction. The Ministry of Education and the Ministry of Health & Family Welfare will work closely
th state and district-level officials to ensure these measures are effectively implemented in educational institutions.

to access the Implementation Manual for ToFEI Manual:
s://dsel.education.gov.in/sites/default/files/update/im_tofel.pdf

to access the ToFEI Guidelines:

https://ntcp.mohfw.gov.in/assets/document/ TEFI-Guidelines.pdf
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Madras HC tells Centre to implement NCERT module

on inclusion of transgender concerns in schools
The court emphasised that the ministry must "necessarily give some priority" to this
issue and implement the draft module in schools by January 6, 2025
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The Madras High Court recently instructed the Union Ministry of Women and Child
Development to implement the draft module developed by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) aimed at "integrating the concerns of
transgender persons in schooling processes."

In an order issued on September 18, Justice N Anand Venkatesh noted that the draft
module had been submitted to the ministry for consideration two years ago, but it
had yet to receive a response, as reported by Bar and Bench.

“A lot of effort has been taken to prepare the draft module which provides for
integrating the concerns of transgender persons in schooling processes. The matter
has been pending before the 24th respondent for quite a long time (the Ministry).
That part, it was planned to make this module operational during this academic
year. However, the academic year has already commenced and the Ministry is yet to
react to the draft module submitted by NCERT. This Court expects the 24 th
respondent viz., the Ministry of Women and Child Development, to show more
sensitivity to this issue and act upon the draft module submitted by NCERT,” the
High Court said.

The issue will be heard next on January 6, 2025.
The court emphasized that the Ministry must "necessarily give some priority" to this

issue and implement the draft module in schools by the next hearing.

transgender NCERT Madras HC LGBTQ+
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Home Education NCERT Adds Poem On National War Memorial, Story Of Indo-Pak War Hero Abdul Haomeed To Class 6 Curriculum

NCERT Adds Poem On National War Memorial, Story Of Indo-Pak
War Hero Abdul Hameed To Class 6 Curriculum
The objective of the initiative, jointly undertaken by the defence and the education ministries, is to

inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to duty, courage, and sacrifice among schoolchildren, and
the participation of youngsters in nation-building, officials said.

PTI | Updated: Sunday, September 22, 2024, 1117 AM IST D (] C] D

RECENT STORIES

Delhi DDA Releases
Admit Cards For
ASO/JSA Recruitment
Exam

IBPS RRB Clerk Prelims
Result 2024 OUT; Check
Now! | IBPS RRB |

File Photo

MPPEB 2024: Final Result
Out For PNST, GNMTST
Exam; Check Here

China School Student
Forced To Write Self-
Reflection Letter For
Using Toilet At Night

DUSU Elections 2024:
Phase One Voting Ends;
Full List Of Candidates
For President, Vice
President,...

New Delhi: A poem on the National War Memorial and a chapter on India-Pakistan war
martyr Abdul Hameed have been included in the NCERT's Class 6 curriculum from this PROMOTED CONTENT mgid
academic session, officials said on Friday.

Objective Of The Initiative

The objective of the initiative, jointly undertaken by the defence and the education
ministries, is to inculcate the values of patriotism, devotion to duty, courage and sacrifice

among schoolchildren and the participation of youngsters in nation-building, they said.
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"The poem ‘National War Memorial' is to appreciate the spirit behind it. The chapter titled
'Veer Abdul Homeed' honours the braveheart Abdul Homeed, who made the supreme
sacrifice fighting for the country during the India-Pakistan war of 1965 and was
(posthumously) awarded the country's highest gallantry award Param Veer Chakra," a
senior official said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Read Also

NCERT Removes Preamble From Several Class 3, 6 Textbooks

About The National War Memorial

The National War Memorial was set up in 2019 to inculcate a sense of high moral values,
sacrifice, national spirit and belongingness in each citizen and pay a befitting tribute to the
soldiers who laid down their lives defending the nation.

"As part of an action plan initiated towards branding the National War Memorial as an
iconic national monument, the Ministry of Defence has collaborated with the Ministry of
Education to add the memorial and related references or material in the curriculum,” the
official added.
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Julian Kopli
f you search Google
Scholar for the
phrase “asan Al lan-
guage model”,

you'll find plenty of Al re-
search literature and also
some rather suspicious re-
sults. For example, one
paper on agricultural tech-
nology says, "As an Al lan-
guage model, [ don’t have
direct access to current re-
search articles or studies.
However, [ can provide
you with an overview of
some recent trends and
advancements.”

Obvious gaffes like this
aren't the only signs that
researchers are increasing-
ly turning to generative Al
tools when writing up
their research. A recent
study examined the fre-
guency of certain words,
such as “commendable”,
“meticulously” and “intri-
cate” in academic writing,
and found they became far
more common after the
launch of ChatGPT; so
much so that 1% of all jour-
nal articles published in
2023 may have contained
Al-generated text.

Why do Al models ove-
ruse these wards? There is
speculation it's because
they are more common i
English as spoken in Nige-
ria, where key elements of

model  training often
occur.
Concerns

Many people are worried
by the use of Al in academ-
jic papers. Indeed, the
practice has been de-
scribed as “contaminat-
“ing” scholarly literature.
Some argue that using Al

- s —
—

output amounts to plagia-
rism. If your ideas are co-
py-pasted from ChatGPT, it
is questionable whether
you really deserve credit
for them.

But there are important
differences between "pla-
giarising” text authored by
humans and text authored
by Al Those who plagiar-
ise humans’ work receive
credit for ideas that ought
to have gone to the origi-
nal author. By contrast, it
is debatable whether Al
systems like ChatGPT can
have ideas, let alone de-
serve credit for them. An
Al tool is more like your
phone’s autocomplete
function than a human
researcher. .

Another woIty is that Al
outputs might be biased in

ways that could seep into
the scholarly record. Infa-
mously, older language
models tended to portray
people who are female,
black andfor gay in dis-
tinctly unflattering ways,
compared with people
who are male, white and/
or straight, though this is
less pronounced in the
current  version  of
ChatGPT.

However, other studies
have found a different kind
of bias in ChatGPT and
other large language mo-
dels: a tendency to reflect
a left-liberal political ideol-
ogy. Any such bias could
subtly distort scholarly
writing produced using
these tools.

The most serious worry
relates to a well-known

limitation of generative Al
systems: that they often
make serious mistakes
that have been referred to
as “Al hallucinations”. It
may be much harder to
identify mistakes ChatGPT
makes when surveying
scientific literature or de-
scribing the state of a phi-
losophical debate. Unlike
most humans, Al systems
are fundamentally uncon-
cerned with the truth of
what they say. If used care-
lessly, their hallucinaions
could corrupt the scholar-
ly record.

To ban or not?
One response to the rise of
text generators has been to
ban them outright. For ex-
ample, Science — one of the
world's most influential
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academmic journals — disal-
lows any use of Al-generat-
ed text. I see two problems
with this approach. The
first is a practical one: cur-
rent ools for detecting Al-
generated text are highly
unreliable. This includes
the detector created by
ChatGPT’s own develop-
ers, which was taken of-
fline after it was found 1o,
have only a 26% accuracy
rate (and a 9% false posi-
uve rate). Humans also
make mistakes when as-
Sessing whether someth-
Ing was written by Al

Itis also possible to cir-
cumvent Al text detectors.
Online communities are
actively exploring how to
prompt ChatGPT in ways
that allow the user to
evade detection. Hum
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users can also superficially
rewrite Al outputs, effec-
tively scrubbing away the
traces of Al

The second is that ban-
ning generative Al outright
prevents us from realising
these technologies’ bene-
fits. Used well, generative
Al can boost academic
productivity by streamlin-
ing the writing process. In
this way, it could help
further human know-
ledge. Ideally, we should
try to reap these benefits
while  avoiding  the
problems.

The most serious pro-
blem with Al is the risk of
introducing unnoticed er-
rors, leading "to sloppy
scholarship. imstead of
banning Al, we should try
to ensure that mistaken,
implausible, or biased
claims cannot make it onto
the academic record. After
all, humans can also pro-
duce writing with serious
errors, and mechanisms
such as peer review often
fail to prevent its
publication. ,

We need to get better at
ensuring academic papers
are free from serious mis-
takes, regardless of wheth-
er these mistakes are
caused by careless use of

Al or sloppy human scho-

" larship. Not only is this
more achievable than pol-
icing Al usage, it will im-
prove the standards of aca-
demic research as a whole,

This would be (as
ChatGPT might say) a com-
mendable and meticulous-
ly intricate solution.

The writer is Lecturer in Bioethics,
Maonash University, and Hanorary
fellow, Melbaurne Law School,
Monash University, Australia.
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Social media age limit; Will

banning children be enough?

e
ASHA IYER KUMAR

‘While setting an age limit may seem like a straightforward

solution, enforcing it is a much more com

ustralias recent pro-
‘\ posal to introduce a
inimum age for chil-

dren to use social media has
sparked a global debate about
how best to protect young
people from its negative
effects. With the government
suggesting an age limit
between 14 and 16, the inten-
tion is clear: shield children
from the social harms linked
to excessive screen time, men-
tal health issues, and unreal-
istic social comparisons. But
isan outright ban the answer?
Can we expect this move to
be effective, or are we mere-
ly sweeping the problem
under the carpet?

In theory, setting an age limit
seems like a straightforward
solution to mitigate the risks
associated with social media.
However, the reality is far
more complex. One of the
most significant challenges in
enforcing an age limit on
social media is the sheer dif-
ficulty of verifying users’ ages
reliably. Most platforms
already have minimum age
+ requirements. Yet, we all
“know that younger children
are active on these platforms,

often bypassing age restric-.

tions by simply entering a
false birth date during regis-

e P

tration.

Its a loophole too easy to
exploit, and without a robust
verification system, raising the
age limit can't be a solution.
Some platforms have attempt-
ed to introduce measures
such as ID verification or even
facial recognition, but these
solutions come with their
own set of concerns.

For instance, YouTube Kids
requires credit card infor-
mation to verify the parents
identity. While well-inten-
tioned, this method raises
privacy concerns and is far
from foolproof. Moreover,
tech-savvy children often out-
smart such measures using
VPNs. Banning social media
for children without a water-
tight system to monitor and
regulate their access is like
locking the front door while
leaving the back door wide

—_

1

open. When discussing social
media and its impact on chil-
dren, parental oversight
inevitably comes into play.
Parents are expected to mon-
itor and control their chil-
drens access to these plat-
forms, but can they realistical-
ly do so in this hyper-con-
nected world?

The answer, unfortunately, is
no. Even the most diligent
parents cannot be expected to
oversee every minute of their
children’s online activity. A
well-meaning ban on social
media might give parents a
false sense of security, but it
doesn't change the reality that
children wﬂgl find ways to
access these platforms.

If we push them off regulat-
ed, mainstream platforms,
they may seek refgge in the
dareKer, unregulated corners of
the internet—:ﬁ)laces where
risks of cyberbullying, expo-
sure to lfznnﬁll contg;:t, and
even predatory behaviour are
even greater. Social media is,
undeniably, a double-edged
sword.

On the one hand, it exposes
children to unrealistic por-
trayals of life, leading to anx-
iety, depression, and a coi-
stant need to measure up to
others. On the other hand, it

98

plex challenge

provides a space for young
people to connect, express
themselves, and access educa-
tional resources. Banning it
outright' may remove the
toxic aspects but also deny
them these valuable opportu-
nities.
As parents and educators,
our challenge is to strike a bal-
ance. Instead of rushing
towards a ban, it might be
more prudent to focus on
equipping children with the
skills they need to navigate the
online world responsibly.
Digital literacy, mental health
education, and open conver-
sations between parents and
children cangoa ]ongds way in
otecting young minds from
t%!re it.fa.l]gsyc?f sogciaI media.
Rather than looking at social
media as an enemy to be van-
quished, we should view it as
a tool that requires careful
handling. Age restrictions,
when implemented properly,
can help shield younger users,

but without holistic solu- |

tions—ranging from better
parental support to more reli-
able age verification meth-
ods—their efficacy will be
limited.
(The author is a columnist
and writing coach based in
Dubai. Views are personal)
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Maharashtra's Plan to
Implement CBSE
Curriculum Sparks
Debate Over Regional
Language Impact

They argue that if the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
prepares the state board syllabus, it will negatively
impact students studying in a medium other than

English
By PuneMirror Reported By Yashpal Mon, 23 Sep 07:13
Bureau Sonkamble 2024 am
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The state government is mulling over changing the Maharashtra
State Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education
(MSBSHSE) curriculum on the lines of the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE). Still, the idea has not gone well with
education activists who claim that it is inappropriate to implement
the syllabus based on CBSE pattern, as it will kill regional
languages.

What makes the fourth industrial revolution
so different from previous industrial revolutions

is the convergence and interactiorfbetween
multiple technology trends at once.

Although the curriculum plan of the state education department for
Classes lll to Xll has not been finalised yet, activists have raised
concerns over the possible shift. They argue that if the National
Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) prepares
the state board syllabus, it will negatively impact students studying
in a medium other than English.
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The announcement

Maharashtra School Education Minister Deepak Kesarkar recently
announced that the curriculum will be implemented based on the
CBSE pattern for the next academic year in the State Board schools,
and accordingly, books will be designed. Against this backdrop,
diverse perspectives are being expressed in the educational

sector. The school curriculum will be restructured based on the new
National Education Policy. For this, the State Council of Educational
Research and Training (SCERT) prepared and announced the
syllabus for classes Il to XIl. About 3,900 objections and
suggestions have been filed on this proposal by education experts
and scholars.

Discover related topics

Cbse School Curriculum

Cbse Curriculum 2014 15

Class 10 Social Science Cbse Syllabus

Cbse Curriculum 2015 16

Curriculum of Cbse Board

Not a welcome move

Heramb Kulkarni, a teacher representative said, "In the state, after
SCERT prepares the syllabus, the textbooks are to be prepared by
the Bal Bharati. However, the syllabus has not been finalised yet.
Earlier there was an attempt to introduce the textbooks given by
NCERT. The decision is being taken in response to the growing
demand for CBSE schools. At the same time, there is confusion
about what will happen in schools in the state. Although this
preparation is being done to produce students who prepare well for
the competitive exams, many people have expressed concern in
this regard. While the transition will be challenging for academically
weak students, the change is also likely to destroy the distinctive
identity of schools other than English medium.”

Anand Randhir, parent representative from Samyak Foundation,
said, "Although Marathi remains the compulsory language, parents
and those working in the education sector are concerned about the
long-term impact of this change on the state's education system.
We must save Marathi schools. It is being done only for the benefit
of CBSE and ICSE schools. But the demands of the state board and
Marathi medium schools are bei2§tompletely ignored.”



On condition of anonymity, an activist said, “The views of science
and mathematics teachers, as well as language experts teaching in
State Board schools, should be considered. In the future, the CBSE
pattern will be applied to all subjects. The potential positive and
negative impact of this on Marathi medium schools should be
considered, as this decision will reduce the number of Marathi
schools and benefit the schools of CBSE and ICSE boards such as
filling vacancies of teaching and non-teaching staff, training them,
effective implementation of RTE etc. The state government should
pay serious attention to this.”

Lack of clarity

“In the state, the books are prepared by Bal Bharati after the SCERT
determines and prepares the syllabus. However, the syllabus has
not yet been decided upon. Therefore, when some officials of the
education department inquired about what would happen when the
curriculum is implemented according to the new pattern in the
schools of the state, they said there is no clarity about it. The
inclusion of NCERT textbooks is part of the new policy framework,
which aims to create a uniform curriculum across states. But this is
still under discussion and a final decision will be made,” said a
SCERT official on condition of anonymity.

"A time frame is being drawn up for full implementation by 2025.
NCERT textbooks will be introduced in a phased manner from
classes | to lll, VIII, and IX during the academic year 2025-26.
However, history and geography State Board textbooks will
continue to be used. Only minor additions will be made," said a
school education department official, requesting anonymity.
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Healing Touch: These Schools Are On
The Frontline Of Mental Health Battle

l

" TOI Catches Up With Counselling Sessions To Find Heart-Warming Efforts At De-Stressing

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Imagine a bright
young mind stifled by anxiety
ordepression, struggling to fo-
cuswhilepeersengage inlear-
ning. Many students in the ci-
1y's govt schools grapple with
socioeconomic  challenges,
academic pressure and diffi-
cult family dynamics, making
this scenario all too familian
Mental health issues often be-
gininchildhood. whichiswhy
schools are a critical battleg-
round for intervention and
support. As awareness increa-
ses and resources are alloca-
tedtoaddressthesechallenges
early on, meaningful change
appears to be onthe horizon.
Delhi govt recently instruc-
ted its schools to conduct men-
talhealth check-upsof students
to promote their well-being.
This initiative follows a pilot
phase in whicheducationaland
vocational guidance counsel-
lors, along with school psycho-
logists, provided counselling to
over 20,000 students across 20
schools. These sessions catered
tostudents from Class V1to XII.
This year, the programme has
been expanded toinclude15mo-
re schools, with plans for furt-
her extension in the future.
“We initiated this pro-
gramme a few years ago,
bringing together a dedicated
team of psychologists and tra-
iningthem invarioustherape-
utic techniques. One key app-
roachwe emphasisedonisart-
based therapy, which allows
children to express themsel-
ves more easily through crea-
tive outlets. We also focussed
on narrative-based therapy,
encouraging children to share
their stories. There are many
other such techniques where
the facilitator plays a crucial
role in guiding discussions,
helping children gain a clea-
rerunderstandingof theirfee-
lings and thoughts,” explai-
ned Shaleen Mitra, consultant
for the Delhi govt project.

Each of these schools featu-
res a clinic where students can
share their thoughts with psy-
chologists in private, For more
intensive suppurt, a van- Mo-
bile Mental Health Services
(MMHU) of IHBAS—equipped

for a variety of challenges

Exam stress | This can affect
their concentration and overall
performance; stems from high
expectations, pressure to succeed
or fear of failure

Substance abuse | The use of drugs
or alcohol can become a coping
mechanism for some students
dealing with various pressures
Grief | The loss of a loved one can
deeply affect students, leading to
feelings of sadness, confusion
and isolation

Trauma | Experiences of trauma,
whether from accidents, violence or

other distressing events, can leave
lasting emotional scars

Family issues | Conflicts within

the family, such as arguments,
separation, parental expectations
or communication breakdowns can
lead to significant emotional strain
Bullying and cyberbullying | Both
in-person and online bullying can

lead to feelings of helplessness and
low self-esteem

Depression | This can lead
to persistent sadness, loss
of interest in activities or
difficulty concentrating
Abuse | Experiencing any
form of abuse—whether

EMPOWERING YOUNG MINDS

Students often seek the help of psychologists

can impact the child

| Aggression or fights in schools |

| Some students get into altercations
with peers; others are dissatisfied with
the way some teachers treat them

i

| physical, emotional, or sexual—

10 AREAS
OF FOCUS IN
SESSIONS
Interpersonal
skills )
Communication
Promoting

safe use of the
internet
Growing up

i heaithry
Nutrition,
sanitation and

| healthy lifestyle
Setf and
personality
Managing
substance abuse
Safety and
security from
violence,
injustice and

sensitisation
Emotional
imtelligence and
well-being

with experts visits the school,
allowing kids to receive care
while remaining in the famili-
ar and safe environmentof the-
ir school. This approach helps
prevent the stigma that may
arise from being taken directly
toahospital, which could disco-
urage them fromseeking help.

“This programme is cur-
rently implemented in 35 scho-
ols, with 15 new additions re-
cently. We've strategically se-
lected schools to ensure that at
least one is located in each dis-
trict, allowing us to better un-
derstand the needs of students
acrossdiverseareas. Theseses-
sionsareintegrated intothere-
gular timetable, ensuring they
feel just like any other class
and helping to eliminate any
stigma associated with mental
health. Our goal is to encoura-
gechildren toexpress themsel-
ves freely and seck help when
needed,” Mitraadded.

While younger students
receive preventive care and
awareness initiatives, older
students—who often confront
more serious challenges such
as bullying, substance abuse,

and family issues—are provi-
ded with more intensive the-
rapy and solutions.

A typical day at one of the-
se schools begins with regular
classes, one of whichisamen-

paper with crayons in hand,
drawingthingsthatbring them
joy and a sense of calm. While
some depict musical instru-
ments and dance forms, others
illustrate their favourite video
games and sports. “I conduct
four of these sessions each
day. By discussing terms rela-
ted to mental health, we nor-
malise the conversation aro-
und it. The students become
familiar with these concepts
and no longer view them as
unusual. Tea-

ching  them
thisatayoung

Special

talhealthsessionthatstudents
eagerly anticipate. They look
forwand to their teacher, a psy-
chologist, and the engagingac-
tivities planned for the day.
The session for Class VIII
Kicks off with ‘circle time’,
whereonestudent tossesaball
to another in
the circle. The
catcher's task TlMES
is to loudly sta-
tetheirnamealongwithanad-
jective that begins with the
same letter. The game starts
with Chandni excitedly say-
ing ‘cute’, Kushagra saying
‘kind’, Barsha choosing ‘beau-
tiful’, and Rishabh opting for
‘rocking’, and soon. As the ac-
tivity continues, they move on
tosharing wordsrelated to he-
alth’and then ‘mentalhealth’.
Another activity encoura-
ges students to express them-
selves throughart. In groups of
four, they gather around chart
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age is crucial.
1t helps ensure they feel com-
fortable sharing any stress,
anxiety, or mental health con-
cerns they may experience,”
said Pritika Guha, a psycholo-
gist who works with children
atGovt Co-ed Senior Seconda-
ry School at Kalkaji.

“The roots must be nurtu-
red for the branches, stems
and flowers to flourish. Simp-
ly concentrating on acade-
micsorresults will notlead us
to success, we alsoneed to cul-
tivate the mind. I believe this

approach should be adopted
by all schools,” said Leena
Asthana, principal of theKal-
kajischool, which has around
4,500 students.

The sessions have chang-
ed many lives. Ankit (name
changed), a Class XII student
diagnosed withsevere depres-
sion, often missed school and

We are in the initial stages of
this initiative here. If the re-
sults are positive, it may be in-
tegrated into thelife sk E
riculum. We encounter nume-
rouscases related tounsafe in-
ternet use, as well as students
grappling with trauma or £rl-
ef. We also focus on teacher
sensitisation to raise aware-
ness about mental health. It's
essential for educators to un-
derstand how to support stu-
dents in this regard,” said Ka-
dambari Katoch, a psycholo-
gistat Rani Jhansi Sarvodaya
Kanya Vidyalaya in Tughlaka-
bad, where the project has be-
en launched recently.
Katochadded, “If Inoticea
child who seems distressed or
needs additional help, I refer
them for external support or
the MMHU van is available to
assist them. This is beneficial
for the child as parents may
not fully understand what they
are experiencing or may lack
the resources to seck help.”
School psychologists occa-
sionally encounter very chal-
lenging situations. Riya (na-
me changed), a Class X stu-
dent, revealed to her school
psychologist that she was be-
ing physically abused athome
by her parents. Initially, the
psychologist guided her on
communicating with her pa-
rents. However, progress was
limited. After a three-day ab-
sence, Riya returned with vi-
sible bruises, prompting the
psychologist to act. She intor-

)

P

)
struggled with low self-este-  med the school anthorities, ¥
em. However, after participa- and Riyawasplaced inachild- - €

ting in both group and indivi-
dual counselling sessions, he
gradually became more regu-
lar in attendance. One day, he
approached the psychologist
toreveal that he had been sub-
jected tocyberbullying, which
had caused him significant
distress. Despite this chal-
lenge, he did not give in. With
his mother's support, he filed
a complaint against the per-
petrator,whothen deleted the-
iraccount. Ankit later shared
that a group session focused
on'safety’, whichincludeddis-
cussions  on  cyberbullying
and its prevention, had empo-
wered him to takeaction.
“Iconduct sessions for stu-
dentsinclasses VII, IXand X1L

care institution. 8
While at the facility, Riya
continued her studies and ap-
peared for her Boards. After
months of counselling for her
and her parents, she was able
to return home. Following
this transition, Riyabecamea
regular attendee at school,
and her behaviour, academic
performance and relations-
hips with peers improved. 1

c
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surprise to everyone that she
had topped her batceh.

Riya's story serves as a
powertul testament to resili-
ence and highlights the signi-
ficant impact of timely sup-

portand intervention. /
e X
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fraud on edu systerm: SC

e N =

NRI quota expansionisa

Utkarsh Anand ; _ Wmh'eadybemgusedlnother
E !ettersqiﬂndustantimres.'cum SUP‘RE ME COURT at:s?mlg%%grmgpr%-;fm Pra-
NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court t The Supreme Court, however,
on Tuesdayf condemned the : = firmly rejected these arguments,
expansion of the non-resident reiterating that the broader defi-
- Indian (NRI) quota in Punjab’s ...the Stll(lﬁﬂls who g‘)t thl‘(.t‘ nition ciilfllgtedmemandallowed
medical colleges, calling it a » o 7 less deserving candidates to
“fraud” that forces more merito- times hl hscores h‘“ elost admission based on ﬁnan%:aij.ai
rious students out of the admis- out. We C&ll‘lﬂ()t lend our power and connections rather
sion process. A . ; Fron a0 than academic performance.
e ey authority to something Seiliatvorte AthaHl
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chan- Wil WP ; Bhandari, representing the origi-
drachud dismissed a set of peti- nal petitioner who had chal-
tions challenging a Punjab and lenged the notification before the
Haryana high court order that m®  high court, pointed out that a
had quashed the Punjab govern- i ~ constitution bench in the PA
ment’s move to broaden the NRI  amounted to a “money-spinning ~ drop of a Punjab government Inamdar judgment (2005)
quota criteria, including distant  tactic” that undermines the notification issued on August20,  frowned upon the fact that the
relatives of NRIs. integrity of the educationsystem. ~ which redefined “NRI candi- NRI quota cannot be a way for
“We must stop this NRI quota “All three petitions are dis-  dates” to include relatives like the people to use money power
business now! This is complete =~ missed. Let us puta lid on this.  uncles, aunts, grandparentsand  to getin.
fraud, and this is what we are  This fraud hasto cometoanend.  cousins. Agreemg with Bhandan, the
doing to our education system,”  This NRI business is nothing but This expansion was quashed bench underscored that NRI
remarked the bench, which a fraud. This comes to an end bythe Punjaband Haryanahigh  quotas should be reserved for
included justices JB Pardiwala now. What is ward? You just court on September 11, which = genuine NRIs and that merit
and Manoj Misra, emphasising ~ have to say Tam lookingafter X.  found the move “unjustified”and  should not be sidelined. ‘
that the NRI quota was being  See the students who got three  contrary to the original purpose A senior official in the Punjab
exploited to sidestep merit-based  times high scores have lost out. ~ ofthe NRI quota-meantto pro-  medical education department
admissions. We cannot lend our authorityto  vide genuine NRIs an opportu-  said the government is yet to
The bench said that such a  somethingwhichisblatantlyille-  nity to study in India. Duringthe  study the order. “A statement
broad interpretation of NRI eligi-  gal,” it observed. hearing, senior advocate Shadan  can be made only after studying
bility, which even allowed dis- The top court’s stern com-  Farasatargued that the broader  the full judgment,” the official
tant relatives to qualify, ments came against the back- interpretation of the NRI quota  said, seeking anonymity.
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" The NCrF as a frameworl for well-rounded educatz—'pn—

f

ognitive inconsistency and axiomatic’

irrationality become evident when a few

put forth the view that the spirit behind
and the structural reforms advocated by the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 are
unsuitable. The NEP is a vision document that
provides a broad contour of how education can
be transformed in India while getting away from
the clutches of the colonial mindset. The National
Creglit Framework (NCrF) is one of several
sformative reforms that are derived from the
, providing a flexible template for educational
institutions offering school, higher, vocational,
d skill education. Using the NCrF, higher
education institutions (HEI) can give a unified
accumulation and transfer of credits across
multidisciplinary education, including skill
education. The NCrF is an enabling framework
rather than a regulatory one.

More flexibility for students
When HEIs adopt the NCrF, students can earn
credits in various activities provided they
undergo an assessment. The NCrF gives students
the flexibility to earn credits from classroom
teaching, laboratory work, Atal Tinkering
Laboratories, research projects, assignments,
tutorials, sports and games, yoga, the performing
arts, music, handicrafts, social work, National
Cadet Corps and National Service Scheme
activities, vocational and skill education, minor
and major projects, on-the-job training,
internships, apprenticeships, and experiential
learning. Providing flexibility and broad-based
educational opportunities through the NCrF has
unnerved some who are deeply rooted in the
conventional ways of imparting higher education.
The position of those few who remain
bafflingly immune to the dynamic and
forward-looking nature of the NEP 2020 is
inherently “problematic”. Their dismissive
attitude towards the curriculum changes based

Mamidala -
Jagadesh Kumar

Chairman, University
Grants Commission
and a former
Vice-Chancellor,
Jawaharlal Nehru
University

The National
Credit
Framework

* (NCrF) aims to

help higher
education
institutions
balance
vocational and
skill training
and knowledge-
generating
academic
pursuits

"l multidiscipli

on the NCrF shows their unwillingness to
understand India’s societal, technological, and
educational needs. This is precisely why India’s
higher education system should steadfastly
remain dynamic and relevant to the country’s
needs to avoid the risk of becoming obsolete.

In keeping with the inevitable rapid economic
and technological changes, the NCrF aims to’help
institutions remain flexible and competitive.
Keeping the current and future evolution of job
requirements, there is only one solution — revise
the curriculum so that it is in tune with the NCrF.
HEIs should demonstrate their capacity to adapt
to the evolving new situations by bridging the
skill mismatch so that the career prospects of
students are not hindered. '

Any view that HEIs should remain the place for
the sole purpose of training students only to
become knowledge producers is an outdated and
obstinate refusal to see the reality. In the modern
world, HEIS, besides being havens of knowledge,
must equip students with the skills and the
competencies needed for emerging roles and
self-employment. However, such a dual role is
possible only when HEIs adopt the NCtF and
allow students to pursue their academic and
career goals. ‘

Continuous adaptation is the key
Let us not promote an elitist brand of higher
education by not supporting reforms in higher
education; these reforms are necessary for the
democratisation of education and social equity.
HEIs must continuously adapt and reinvent
themselves in response to changing
circumstances. Having a few hinder efforts in
transforming higher education in HEIS can lead
to a stagnation and compromise the effectiveness
of our institutions.

The NEP 2020 also advocates the
education and research

| university concept. The focus of such

HEIs would be to serve as nurseries for scholars
and intellectuals. However, such universities
should not be considered an end in itself, and
many other HEIs should also focus on vocational
and skill training to enhance the employability of
students. :

When students acquire practical skills and
knowledge through a flexible curriculum — as
envisaged in the NCrF - higher education will
become a tool for students to increase their social
mobility. Those opposing structural changes in

~ higher education advocate fossilised pedagogical

approaches that do not align with the new
economic realities and social aspirations.

On vocational and skill training

Depending on the nature of HEISs, institutions can
lay emphasis on vocational and skill training,
focus on fundamental research, innovation, and
intellectual pursuits, and ensure that knowledge
production and skill training coexist as deeply
interconnected processes, The bottomline is that
those who acquire vocational and skill training
can be as impactful as those who produce new
knowledge. Therefore, there is no need to
fallaciously overemphasise or deride one over the
other as both are important.

The primary objective of the NCIF is to help
HEIs balance vocational and skill training and
knowledge-generating academic pursuits so that
HEIs play a pivotal role in shaping individual
futures and societal progress.

We must reimagine our higher educatiori
curricula by integrating flexibility and

‘multidisciplinary and skill-based courses to
- transform India into an economic powerhouse

and technological leader. Those who oppose this
flexibility in higher education curricula and insist
that universities should become elitist only show !
their unreasonable and outdated view.

The views e;:pressed are personal
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often understanding when a paper is

What are retractions and
why do they matter?

What is a retraction index? Why do researchers use potentially duplicated or manipulated work’?

Atanu Biswas

The story so far:
ccording to the ‘Refraction
Watch’ database, an Indian
scientist at an institute in
Lucknow has racked up 45
retractions. It also states that another
researcher at a university in Kolkata
published 300 scientific papers in a year,
which is nearly a paper a day and
impossible. This individual had six papers -
retracted, which cover an array of
disciplines including chemistry and
virology. Paper retractions are becoming
more common worldwide even as the
research misconduct problem is
worsening in India.

What are retractions?
A retraction is a mechanism that kicks in
when a scientific paper published in an

- academic journal is found to be so flawed

as to merit being removed from scientific
literature. The academic community is

retracted for an honest error but much
less forgiving when a paper is pulled
because it contains deliberately
manipulated material. For example, the
case of John Darsee, a young Harvard
University cardiology researcher, stunned
the academic community in the 1980s. He
had over 80 papers retracted for
spreading “inaccuracies and falsehoods”.
Scientific fraud is surprisingly endemic:
the list with Darsee includes Jan Hendrik
Schon, Brian Wansink, Hwang Woo-suk,
and of recent Ranga Dias as well, among
others. Even Nobel laureates are not
spared. Gregg Semenza, a professor at
Johns Hopkins University and winner of
the 2019 medicine Nobel Prize, has had 12
papers retracted over potentially
duplicated or manipulated images.

How often are papers retracted?
Between 2020 and 2022, 2.5 times more
papers were retracted than they were
between 2017 and 2019. The reasons for
retraction include plagiarism, editorial
conflicts, image manipulation, and the
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use of paper mills. During the COVID-19
pandemic, many pubhshers had
fast-tracked the peer-review process for
papers they received from scientists. As a
result, some 10,000 papers had to be
retracted in 2023 because of quality
and/or data issues. The number was only
around 1,600 in 2013. In 2023, a German
neuropsychologist named Bernhard Sabel
published the results of using a
fake-paper detector he had built: he
found that a third of 5,000 neuroscience
papers published in 2020 likely had
plagiarised and/or falsified content.

What is the retraction index?
A journal’s retraction index is the the
number of retractions in a given time
period multiplied by 1,000 and divided by
the total number of published articles,
according to a definition provided by
scientists Ferric Fang and Arturo
Casadevall in a September 2011 paper.
They also showed that there’s a greater
chance of a paper being retracted from a
high-impact journal than from a
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The perils of imparting higher

education in local languages

While promoting local languages in higher education aims to increase
s to the quality of education

-inclusivity, it may also pose challenge

he debate of whether
I education should be
imparted in English or
a regional language has been
actively thyming in our post-
independent society. It’s
true that as a nation we have
to preserve our rich culture
and tradition, but at the same
time, we need to equip our
present generation to take up
the challenges in the future,
like space age and AL
'During colonisation, English
< was forced on us to make the
_jobs of foreigners easy. In that
“process the foreign rulers
who ruled our land even
learned native languages,
sometimes better than native
Indians, to understand our
rich scientific knowledge.
Because of this, they were able
to produce scholarly works
about Indian Knowledge
Systems better than native
Indians. This has also helped
the world recognise Indian
Knowledge in the long run.
On the s%ip side, the domi-
nance of English has badly
affected the status of many
4 native languages. The British
-educational reforms priori-
-tized English-medium
Jinstruction, particularly at
the higher levels. This led to
a situation where proficiency

in English became synony-
mous with access to power,
jobs, and social mobility.
Many educated Indians, espe-
cially in urban areas, began to
adopt English as their prima-
ry language, sidelining region-
al languages. This created a
linguistic divide between the
English-educated elite and
the native-language speaking
masses.The historic NEP
2020 envisioned reorienting
our attention to regional lan-
guages in the education sys-
tem. Unfortunately, its focus
on nurturing local language in
science and technology edu-
cation has become problem-
atic because of hyper activism.
Many states are involved in
the translation of science,
engineering and medicine
textbooks into regional lan-

guages.

Though these will serve as a
valuable document to pre-
serve our languages, they
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won't help in improving the
quality of higher education.
Even before NEP, in many
state universities, there was a
g:‘o_vision to wirite.scicnce in
eir regional languages. But
there were few takgers for
that. Even today when we
make propaganda to pro-
mote regional languages, it’s
not implemented uniformly.
All these policy changes, good
or bad, will affect only stu-
dents studying in public sec-
tor institutions.
Unfortunately, none of the
children of our government
servants politicians’ or even
activists study in these pub-
lic sector educational institu-
tions, so they are not con-
cerned about whether it will
improve quality or not. Soall
this language love is ‘only for
others, not for me.
This culture is again creating
alinguistic divide in our soci-
ety, which the British did to
us long before. Whether we
like it or not, English is the
only language that acts as a
bridge connecting various
sections of our country. And
in higher education, especial-
ly in science and technology
courses where informativii is
gathered from the knowl-
edge generated in other coun-

“BIJU
DHARAMAPALAN

tries, it has become the only
language of that can connect
us with the global knowledge
hub.

How we can generate lfgood :
engineers or scientists if they
are not competent to under-
stand English? Will be there
any takers for an engineering
or science course if offered in
a regional language? How
will our future youngsters
survive in an Al dominated
digital world where English is
thelingua franca for the glob-
al workforce? How will they
survive in a space colony?
Enilish is undeniably the
global language of science,
technology, and research.
Most cutting-edge scientific
papers, engineering manuals,
and international patents are
published in English.
Though a bilingual mode of
education can be adapted to
teach complex scientific facts,
totally neillecting English
from our higher education
will be a death trap for our sci-
ence and technology.
Unnecessary language chau-
vinism will erode the quality
of higher education.

(The author is the Academic
affairs, Garden City University
and adjunct faculty at NIAS,
Bangalore, views are personal)
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Technology as-a-force-

multiplier in education

"The intertwining of education and technology has brought about a
profound transformation in the way knowledge is imparted

ducation gave birth to
Etechnology and tech-
nology revolutionised
education in several ways
giving the"Force Multiplier”
effect in promoting the main
objectives of education.The
Covid-19 pandemic has acted
asaca in revolutionising
the edrclzz'tonal system. With
many objectives and aims
wherein education and tech-
nology both became mutual-
ly ingl’:lsive and dependent.
Thus many educational tools
emerged, and technology cat-
apulted the availability of
much-needed time that can
be highlighted in various and
innumerable ways, and how
technology is promoting edu-
cation with such tools. It
becomes our utmost respon-
sibility to guard against its
misuse considering the
emerging Artificial
Intelligence (AI), Augmented
Reality (AR) and Virtual
Reality  (VR).  The
Information technology (IT)
resources thus aid in acade-
mics as well as research.
t_Alearning Management sys-
tem (LMS) along with an
Enterprise resource planning
(ERP) has been introduced in
educational institutions and
universities to have outcome-

ing learning process has
undergone revolutionary

changes and posed challenges

B (5 forcibly learn the effective

based education. -

The future of higher educa-
tion thus lies in embracing
technology effectively as is
taught by the challenges faced
during the Covid-19 pan-
demic, providing innovative
use of e-learning platforms for
an effective learning environ-
ment.

With technological advance-
ments, it is now necessary to
enhance education so that it
meets the interests of both
students and teachers.

It is very essential to build
awareness about the process
of technology with remark-
able advances in technology.
The way technological
advancements are incorporat-
ed into the education system
for knowledge transfer is
remarkable. Thus the teach-

% use of technology (teaching
.| tools). While the education

system is harnessing the sev-
eral advantages of technolo-
gy-based tools, it is pertinent
and equally important to
foresee the negative aspects
emerging in some quarters
and ponder over the preven-
tive steps to be thought of in
the ever-changing world of
the education system. Thus
Information Communication
Technology (ICT) in educa-
tion has become important
for imparting quality educa-
tion that is ethical, transpar-
ent and secure.

The ICT tools have trans-
formed how the education
sector is evolving. The rapid-
ly emerging technology and
the educational field are
inseparable and they are like
conjoined twins to monitor
and improve quality in high-
er education. However, one
needs to address the chal-
lenges associated with digital
access to transform education.
Education requires continu-
ous monitoring, brainsiorm-
ing and supervision and with
the invasion of technology
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into the teaching-learning
process, it has become very
effective. Technology offers
accessibility to educational
resources such as online plat-
forms and digital libraries
that offer a wealth of informa-
tion making learning very
interesting and dynamic.
The e-resources aid in a very
large magnitude, especially
mtgh the integration op} a:ﬁa]é}-r
cial intelligence which will
increase opportunities for
research and academics. The
design of technology and its
implementation includes the
perspectives and the skills that
are required for diverse users.
Thus technology is an integral
part of education with the
development of various
devices such as laptops,
smartphones, and apps that
have changed the learning
process. Education with tech-
nology has progressed by
leaps and bounds in modern
times. This blend has helped
to achieve perfection but with
caution that it must not be
misused and produce adverse
consequences.

(The writer is Director
Academics, Dr DY Patil
Medical College, Pune; views
are personal)
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/Punj ab govt to send teachers to leand Porediicationd w&orkshop

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, 27 SEPTEMBER

The State Council of Educa-
tiohal Research and Training
(SGERT) of the Punjab gov-
ernment on Friday signed a
memorandum of understand-
ing{MoU) with the University
of Furku, Finland for sending
teachersto attend educational
workshops, ina bid to provide
better exposure toits teach-
ers,
nThe MoU was signed at
the Embassy of Finland in
New Delhi in presence of
Former Delhi Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia,
jab Education minister
otBamsandAmbassadqr

of';Einland to India Kimmo

MO

Léhdevirta.

Aspartofthe agreement
elementary school teachers
and school heads from the

govemmentschoolswillpar-
teinathree-week pro-
ibnal training programme
e University of Turku

focusing on primary educa-
tion.

During the training, the
teachers will also visit the
schools of Finland to gain
valuable insights of the new
teaching methods and inte-

gration of technology in’

teaching. Speaking at the
Manish Sisodia stated,
“Teachers in Punjab receiving

‘ world-class training marks

another step toward a brighter

. futurefor the children study-

ing in the state government
schools”. The AAP leader
also praised Finland's teacher
training system as the best
in the world and stated,
"When principals and teachers
- of Delhi schools were sent
there, the knowledge they

gained was amazing and
those whowere trained there
are doing a great job here
today”.

“Iam sure that the teachers
attending this three-week
training program will learn
even more and help make
the future of Punjab and
India safe, educated, and
bright, “he added.

Speaking on the occasion,
Punjab Education Minister
Harjot Singh Bains said, "I
am very happy that today
MoU has been signed with
Finland, which will strengthen
the primary education struc-
ture in the state of Punjab,
besides strengthening the
cultural exchange between
India and Finland."
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'3.6L teachers trained to support learnmg
| needs of neurodiverse school students

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: A projectto improve learningout-
comes for neurodiverse school students and
advance inclusive education has trained
3,60,000 teacherssofar.

ProjectInclusion, akey initiative of SriAu-
robindo Society in collaboration with SBI Fo-
undation, provides teachersandspecialeduca-
«tqrs with the necessary technology, expertise

. and support systems. After training teachers
“across India, it is now working with all 1,254
schools under Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan.

' The teacher training project, aligned with

the NEP’s focus on inclusive education, the
provisions of Rights of Persons with Disabili-
ties (RPWD) Act, 2016, and India’s 2030 SDG4
goals, aims to create an environment where
children with diverse learning needs can stu-
dy and learn in regular classrooms.
Speaking at the completion ceremony of
the project, Kesang Yangzom Sherpa, IRS,

member secretary of National Council for T&
acher Education, ministry of education, said,
“We want to create inclusive training pro-
grammes that help both teachers and stu-
dents. Technology will be key to scaling this
project and reaching teachers in the remotest
areasof the country”

Ma.]or barriersto creating an inclusive eco-
system in schools include a lack of awareness
and identification of neurodiverse students,

‘insufficient trainingand professional develop-

ment for teachers to engage such students, and
alackof technological infrastructure.

On Sept26and 27, policymakers, education
leadersandexpertsdeliberated on waystoma-
ke schools better equipped to support the lear-
ning needs of thesestudents. Dr Simmi Maha-

_ jan, chief programme officer of Project Inclu-

sion at Sri Aurobindo Society, said, “The pro-
jectaims tobring about systemic changes and
create a comprehensive system that serves te-
achers, students and school authorities.” //
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CM Dr. Yadav initiative marks the arrival of country’s top academic
management officers in Bhopal

Union Ministry of Education to Host Two-Day STARS Project Knowledge Sharing
Workshop from September 30
School Education Minister Shri Uday Pratap Singh to address the inaugural session

Bhopal : Sunday, September 29, 2024, 17:43 IST

A two-day "National Knowledge Sharing Workshop” will take place in Bhopal starting September 30,
focusing on the STARS (Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States) project, which is
implemented by the Ministry of School Education, Government of India, in collaboration with the World
Bank to enhance the country's schools. The workshop will feature the Secretary of School Education,
senior officials, Education Secretaries, State Project Directors, and representatives from 17 states,
including Madhya Pradesh. Its aim is to identify existing gaps and challenges in the knowledge-sharing
and educational programs associated with the STARS Project, showcase exemplary initiatives from

various states, and explore how these can be adopted in other states based on shared experiences.
Brainstorming to benefit schools and students

It may be noted that Chief Minister Dr. Mohan Yadav had requested Union Education Minister Shri

Dharmendra Pradhan to hand over the responsibility of organizing this educational workshop to

Madhya Pradesh to ensure active participation in the vision of an educationally prosperous India under
the National Education Policy. Chief Minister Dr. Yadav has thanked the Central Government for
accepting his request and organizing the seminar in the state capital Bhopal. Welcoming the top
academic management officials from across the country at Madhya Pradesh, Chief Minister Dr. Yadav
said that the conclusions drawn from the brainstorming in the two-day workshop will benefit the

schools and students of the state.

Secretary of School Education Dr. Sanjay Goyal said that this workshop organized by the Ministry of
School Education, Government of India will be inaugurated at 10 am by School Education Minister Shri
Uday Pratap Singh and Secretary of Union School Education Shri Sanjay Kumar. The first day of the
workshop will be held on Monday, September 30, on “School-to-Work Transition” and various sessions

will be held on "Strengthening Assessment System’ on the second day, Tuesday, October 1.

Brainstorming will be done on the role of policy frameworks like National Education Policy 2020, NCF,
NCRF in school-to-work transition, skill hub, psychometric analysis and career counseling in skill
education, partnership with industry and work-based learning opportunities, effective school education
envisioning towards setting up of skill hubs and integration of industry related skill ecosystem,
strengthening assessment systems for future education, implementation of Vidya Sameeksha Kendra in

the States and implementation of assessment programs in the states.
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It may be noted that the STARS project is being run by the Union Ministry of Education in collaboration
with the World Bank to strengthen the school education system. Presently this project is being
operated in 6 states of the country namely Madhya Pradesh, Orissa, Rajasthan, Kerala, Himachal
Pradesh, and Maharashtra. All the above-mentioned 6 states have been linked by the Central
Government with 2 other states each for exchange of work and experiences. Under this, Bihar and
Chhattisgarh have been included along with Madhya Pradesh. Apart from all the & Star States, School
Education Secretaries and other senior officials of 12 other associate states Andhra Pradesh, Arunachal

Pradesh, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Goa, Haryana, Karnataka, Punjab, Sikkim, Telangana, Uttar Pradesh, West

Bengal will participate in the workshop.
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India's education system must prioritise learning over infrastructure

Monday, 30 September 2024 | Ashu Kapoor

India's education system must prioritise learning over infrastructure

Monday, 30 September 2024 | Ashu Kapoor

Despite schools being filled with students, foundational skills like basic literacy and numeracy continue to lag

Since gaining independence, India has made significant strides in the field of education, especially in terms of infrastructure and expanding access to schools.
Classrooms now accommodate children from all walks of life, and government initiatives have succeeded in bringing millions of students into the education
system.

However, despite these achievements, a critical component remains neglected—the quality of learning. Infrastructure may be flourishing, but the foundational
skills that students require for future success often lag behind. To understand this, imagine a farmer who diligently sows seeds in well-tilled soil, only to find the
harvest insufficient because the seeds weren't suited to the soil. In the same way, India's educational progress in infrastructure is commendable, but the
students’ foundational skills—the seeds of education—are still not producing the robust results we hope for.

Year after year, surveys like the Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) and the National Achievement Survey (NAS) reveal a startling reality: a large proportion
of students struggle with essential skills like basic literacy and numeracy.

These are the building blocks of education, without which the entire edifice remains shaky. Students are spending years in school, but many are not learning at
the expected level. The alarming gap between schooling and actual learning points to a crucial flaw in the system. If foundational skills are not nurtured early
on, the benefits of educational progress will remain elusive, much like the farmer’s poor harvest.

The introduction of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 brings a renewed sense of hope. It promises transformative change and a shift towards a system
that values not just access to education but the quality of learning. Together with the National Curriculum Framework for Foundational and School Education,
NEP 2020 emphasizes the need to measure educational progress through well-designed assessments and to tailor interventions accordingly.

The goal is clear: to raise a generation of learners who are not only equipped with knowledge but also the critical thinking skills required to thrive in the modern
world. Research consistently shows that assessments play a transformative role in improving education. Their primary goal is not to rank students or schools
but to provide insights into where learners stand on their educational journey. By identifying what students know and can do at individual, school, and system
levels, assessments offer a roadmap for educators to develop targeted interventions that can address specific learning gaps.

In the quest to transform learning, large-scale assessments like ASER and NAS will be pivotal. ASER, a household-based survey, provides insights into basic
literacy and numeracy skills, while NAS offers a broader view of students’ achievement of curricular outcomes. Recently, the State Educational Achievement
Survey (SEAS) was conducted by NCERT to provide state-level insights into educational progress.

Simply generating report cards on students’ performance is not enough. The data must be used to inform policy decisions and to implement specific
interventions aimed at improving learning outcomes. If not, students will continue to face the same challenges year after year, with little improvement. Large-
scale assessments should be seen as the first step in a larger strategy to address educational inequities.

While NAS offers a broad overview of the education system, state-level assessment surveys (SAS) have the potential to zoom in on specific issues at the school
level. NEP 2020 recognizes the importance of these surveys and recommends that each state conduct its own census-based assessment to drive continuous
improvement. By focusing on local contexts, SAS can provide valuable insights into the unique challenges faced by individual states, enabling more targeted
interventions.

However, the effectiveness of SAS depends on how well states define their objectives. To make SAS truly impactful, states need to align their assessment
frameworks with clear objectives. A well-designed assessment should consider the needs of the educational system at the state level, and the data collected
should be used to support and improve schools, rather than ranking them. India’s states would do well to ensure that all stakeholders in the education system—
teachers, school administrators, and district-level educators—are trained in data use and analysis.

The road ahead is challenging, but the promise of census-based state assessments is transformative. By monitoring student progress and providing data-driven
insights, SAS can reshape India's educational landscape. When combined with national-level assessments like NAS, SAS has the power to create a more
responsive, equitable education system. With a strategic approach and strong governance, India can ensure that every student has the opportunity to thrive.

The writer is a Research Fellow at Australian Council for Educational Research (India) and a former Senior Academic Consultant at NCERT and Ministry of Tribal
Affairs, Government of India. Views are personal. Inputs by Dr Priyanka Sharma, Director ACER (India)
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