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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and
policy-makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during November 2024.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT,NewDelhi
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Delhi education department bans use of non-
NCERT, SCERT textbooks in schools

Story by Pankaj Jain ¢« 3mo ¢ 1 min read

L Delhi education department bans use of non-NCERT, SCERT textbooks in schools

T he Delhi Education Department has issued a strict directive to all
recognised private schools, prohibiting textbooks for elementary classes
that are not prescribed by the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) or the State Council of Educational Research and Training
(SCERT). This mandate ensures compliance with the Right to Education (RTE) Act
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As per the directives, schools mandating students to study textbooks not
included in the prescribed list of NCERT or SCERT will be in violation of the RTE
Act.

The directive underscores that no child should face discrimination, harassment, or
neglect for using books approved by the academic authorities. Violating these
guidelines, which causes 'mental or physical suffering' to students, could invoke
the provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015.

The education department has instructed schools to prominently display these
directions on their websites and noticeboards. Additionally, schools must
circulate copies of the directive among parents to ensure widespread awareness.

Heads of schools are further directed to disseminate this information to all
students, parents, and members of the school's managing committee, reinforcing
the commitment to a uniform educational standard and the well-being of
students.

READ | School donates notebooks, other educational items to underprivileged
kids in Latur
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Implement guidelines for safety and
security of students: DoE to schools

To foster a safer environment for students across Delhi

AIMAN FATIMA

NEW DELHI: In a significant
move aimed at enhancing stu-
dent safety, the Delhi Direc-
torate of Education (DoE) has
mandated all schools in the
Capital to adopt comprehensive
safety and security measures
for children. This directive
comes in the wake of guide-
lines developed by the National
Commission for Protection
of Child Rights (NCPCR),
emphasising the responsibility
of school management in safe-
guarding students.
According to a circular
released by the DoE, all heads
of government, government-
aided, and private schools are
required to implement nec-
essary actions outlined in the
NCPCRSs guidelines. The circu-
lar states, “All the heads of gov-
ernment, government-aided
and private schools are directed
to take the necessary steps as
elaborated in the guidelines”
This initiative aligns with
the Ministry of Education’s
broader framework, which

HIGHLIGHTS

» This directive comes in
the wake of guidelines
developed by the
National Commission for
Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR}), emphasising

the responsibility of
school management in
safeguarding students

»Accordingtoa -

circular released by
the DoE, all heads of
government, government-

- aided, and private

» This initiative aligns
with the Ministry of
Edueations broader
framework, which
“includes the ‘Guide
on School Safety and
Security 20217

» Schools are required

to adhere to a checklist
provided in the NCPCR
manual, which serves as a
crucial tool for evaluating
safety measures in
educational settings
» This checklist covers

- schools are required to various aspects of
implement necessary _ security, including
actions outlined in the emergency protocols and
NCPCR's guidelines ~ infrastructure safety

includes the ‘Guidelines on
School Safety and Security
2021. These guidelines were
formulated to comply with
directives from the Supreme
Court and the National
Education  Policy, 2020,
further underscoring the com-

mitment to student welfare.
The DoE has instructed
school administrators to ensure
their institutions are adequately
prepated for safety inspections.
Schools are required to-adhere
to a checklist provided in the
NCPCR manual, which serves

as a crucial tool for evaluating

~ safety measures in educational
“settings. This checklist cov-

ers various aspects of security,
including emergency protocols

- and infrastructure safety.

Furthermore, school lead-
ers have been urged to famil-
iarise themselves with the
guidelines issued by the
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA)
concerning hostels associ-
ated with educational insti-
tutions. This ensures that not
only day schools but also resi-
dential facilities are equipped
with the necessary safety
frameworks.

The implementation of
these guidelines is expected to
foster a safer environment for
students across Delhi, address-
ing concerns related to their
protection in educational set-
tings. By prioritising safety,
the DoE aims to build a robust
framework that supports the
well-being of children, ensur-
ing that schools are not just
places of learning but also safe

havens for students. (
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School Education Board to
Introduce Step-Wise Marking in
2025 Annual Examinations

By Rahul Bhandari - November 2, 2024

The Himachal Pradesh Board of School Education has
announced a major change in its evaluation system for the
annual examinations scheduled for March 2025. The Board
will implement step-wise marking, a new grading approach
designed to enhance fairness in assessing students’
performance, particularly in essay and application writing.

Under this system, essays will be evaluated based on five
distinct components: introduction, reasons for persuasion,
message, suggestions, and conclusion. Students will receive
two marks for each of these points, allowing them to earn
marks even if they do not complete the entire essay. Similarly,
application writing will follow a structured evaluation, with
marks assigned for correct salutation, praise, and conclusion.
Students will earn one and a half marks for both the
salutation and ending, while the praise section will be worth
three marks.


https://thenewshimachal.com/
https://thenewshimachal.com/author/rahul/

Dr. Major Vishal Sharma, Secretary of the Board of School
Education, highlighted that teachers responsible for marking
the answer sheets have undergone training to ensure
consistent and accurate application of the new grading
scheme. This step-wise approach will allow students to
secure partial marks by addressing individual parts of
questions, even if they cannot provide a complete answer.

The introduction of this marking system is expected to benefit
students by providing a more structured way to demonstrate
their knowledge. Those who struggle with writing full
answers can still accumulate marks through this method.
Additionally, the pattern of question papers will be altered to
accommodate the new marking criteria, ensuring alignment
with the step-wise evaluation system.

This change reflects the School Education Board’s ongoing
efforts to improve the quality of assessments and create a
more equitable system for students across Himachal Pradesh.

Rahul Bhandari
https://thenewshimachal.com/

Boasting a rich and dynamic career of over 17 years in journalism, I

proudly serve as the Founder, Promoter, and Editor of TheNewsHimachal.
Beyond the mere statistics of my extensive coverage, my commitment lies
in crafting insightful narratives that traverse the intricate landscapes of
politics, socio-economics, education, and grassroots issues.
TheNewsHimachal, under my editorial guidance, stands as a beacon of
impactful journalism, contributing to informed discussions and catalyzing
positive change. My journey encapsulates not just a number but a legacy
of shaping meaningful stories that resonate deeply within and beyond the
borders of Himachal Pradesh.
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/Delhi, Goa top list on loos
for schoolgirls, SC told

Dhananjay.Mahapatra@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: More than 12 years after
Supreme Court mandated separate
toilets for girl students in schools
acrossIndia, only Goa, Delhi, Chandi-
garh and Puducherry are in full com-
pliance of the order while the north-
eastern states and Jammu & Kashmir
lag the national average of 98% in
schools implementing the order:

SC for the first time in 2011, again
in2012 and 2014 and periodically there-
after has pushed states and Union ter-
ritories to provide separate toilets for
girls on the belief that such a facility
in schools encourages girls to attend
schools. Later, it had on a PIL filed by
Jaya Thakur soughta statusreporton
availability of toilet facilities in
schools and on providing sanitary

_pads to adolescent schoolgirls.

In an affidavit, Union govt has in-
formed SC that across India, 97.5% of
schools—govt, govt-aided and private
— have provided separate toilets for
girls, with Delhi, Goa, Chandigarh
and Puducherry achieving cent per
centimplementation of the SCorders.

It said while West Bengal provid-
ed separate toilet for girls in 99.9%
schools, the figures for other states
are— Uttar Pradesh 98.8%, Tamil Na-
du 99.7%, Sikkim 99.5%, Kerala
99.6%, Gujarat, Chhattisgarh and
Punjab 99.6% each, Karnataka
98.7%, Madhya Pradesh 98.6%, Mah-
arashtra 97.8%, Rajasthan 98%, Bi-
har98.5% and Odisha 96.1%.

North-eastern states lagged be-
hind the national average. Megha-
laya has provided separate toilets for
girls in 81.8% schools, Manipur in

More than 12 years after
SC mandated separate
toilets for girls in schools,
northeastern states and
Jammu & Kashmir lag

the national average of
98%, the Centre told the
apex court. In over 10 lakh
govt schools, 16 lakh
toilets for boys and

17.5 lakh toilets for girls
have been made available

87% schools,  Assam 88.5% Tripura
91.5%, Nagaland 90.6%, Mizoram
93%, and Arunachal Pradesh 91.4%
schools. Jammu & Kashmir has pro-
vided separate toilets for girls in
89.2% of its schools.

Centre said under the Samagra
Shiksha scheme, launched in 2018, in
over 10 lakh govt schools, 16 lakh toi-
lets for boys and 17.5 lakh toilets for
girls have been made available. In
82,400 govt-aided schools, there are

9.5 lakh toilets for boys and 2.9 lakh’

toilets for girls.

On the implementation of the Nov
2023 order directing provisioning of
sanitary pads for adolescent school-
girls, Centre said of the 35 states and
UTs, 19 are providing it free of cost,
nine are providing it at a subsidised
rate (Assam, Himachal Pradesh, J&K,

2 MO\/UYIID-UL 222y g?‘lf#f\lc,..

1

Kerala, Maharashtra, Manipur, Naga-

land, Uttarakhand and West Bengal),
six are adopting a mix of the free and
subsidised schemes, while Bihar and

MP are transferring the money direct- |

ly tothebank account of beneficiaries.
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Orissa HC upholds
merger of schools
with low enrolments

Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The Orissa High Court has
upheld the Rationalisation
and Consolidation of
School Policy under which

schools with low enrol-
ments were merged with
nearby ones to improve

! pupil-teacher ratio (PTR)

and better utilisation of
resources.

School  management
committees had  ap-
proached the HC challeng-

ing the policy.

‘No RTE violation’

A Division Bench of the
Orissa HC, comprising
Chief Justice Chakradhari
Sharan Singh and Judge
M.S. Raman, observed,
“No substantive claim has
been made by any petition-
er indicating violation of
fundamental right of any
citizen under Article 21A of
the Constitution or any
provision under the RTE
(Right To Education) Act or
Odisha Right To Education
Rules (ORTE).”

“The rationalisation pol-
icy cannot be held to be il-
legal merely on the ground
that there is no such pre-
scription under the RTE
Act or ORTE Rules. The va-
lidity of such policy could

be successfully challenged

only when they were
shown to be defeating the
provisions of RTE Act or
ORTE Rules and thereby

‘M

Education Dept. in

‘Odisha had come out

with the policy of
rationalisation of
schools in 2018

Article 21A of the Constitu-

tion,” the Bench
elaborated.

The School and Mass
Education Department of
Odisha had come out with
a policy of the rationalisa-
tion of schools in 2018. The
policy postulates merger of
schools which includes ho-
rizontal merger with same
range of classes to form a
single school, and upgra-
dation of schools.

The objective was to
make the schools aspira-
tional with a larger peer
group and adequate teach-
ers per grade, improve-
ment of PTR and teacher
per grade ratio, better in-
frastructure facilities in
consolidated schools, bet-
ter academic environment
with additional teaching
learning material facilities,
e-Learning and co-curricu-
lar facilities, vibrant parent

. community as enrolment

increases and improve-
ment - in learning
outcomes.

A Single Judge Bench of
the Orissa HC had held the
policy illegal in 2018. The
court had then quashed
the policy.

10
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Private, not Govt, is primary school for
children in Haryana, Manipur, Telangana

PAGE1
ANCHOR

i

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 2

WHILE GOVERNMENT schools
continue to enrol the majority of
school-going children nation-
wide, the most recent data from

the National Sample Survey -

BUCKING THE ENROLMENT TREND
mGovtschools  Pytschools m Pyt-aided schools mOthers

Haryana . 458%
40.2%
National Manipur B 135%
Average oo 2

%

Telangana

N\

states continue to buck this trend.

In Classes 1 to 5, Haryana,
Manipur, Telangana, and
Puducherry (Union Territory)
have more children studying in
private schools than in govern-
ment ones, according to the
Comprehensive Annual Modular
Survey (CAMS) 2022-23,
released last month.

This survey, the first of its
kind, confirms findings of the
2021-22 UDISE survey (Unified

Office(NSSQ) on primary school
enrolment reveals that three

[ e :
Source: MoSPI's Comprehensive Puducherry 63%
Annual Modular Survey 2022-23 - 26.7%

District Information System for

CONTINUEDON PAGE 2
L

e Private, not Govt, is primary school for children in Haryana, Manipur, Telangana

Education) from these three
states,

According to the latest CAMS
survey, the national average for
children enrolled in private (or
unaided) schools in primary
classes is 23.4%, compared to
66.7% for government schools.

However, in Haryana, 45.6% of
childrenarein private schools and
40.2% in government schools; in
Telangana, 57.5% are in private
schools and 30.5% in government
schools. Manipurhasthe highest
percentage of primary school
childrenin private schools at 74%,

{ compared to 21% in government
i schools(see chart).

There are also states where

an overwhelming majority at-
tend government schools. West
Bengal has seen the lowest per-

ceived to teach primarily in
English—though that may notal-
ways be accurate. Additionally,

eas, at least half of the total states
in the country (Andhra Pradesh,
Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,

centage of kidsin privateschools  low-costorbudgetprivateschools  Jharkhand, Karnataka, Madhya
(5%), followed by Tripura(6.2%),  have proliferated nationwide.” Pradesh, -Manipur, Punjab,
and Odisha (6.3%). Even as the national picture = Rajasthan, Telangana, Tamil
“Therisein private schoolen-  showsthescalestippedinfavour Nadu, Uttarakhand and Uttar
rollment is driven by both higher  of government schoolsinterms ~ Pradesh)and two UTs (Jammu
disposableincomesand growing  of enrollment, a breakdownof  and Kashmir and Puducherry)
parental aspirations,” said CAMS enrollmentdatainrural see more children going to pri-
RukminiBanerjee, ChiefExecutive  and urban areasrevealsadiffer-  vate than public schools.

Officer of Pratham Education
Foundation, which conducts the
ASER (or Annual Status of
Education Report) survey on
learning outcomes every year.
“While governmentschoolsoften
teach in regional languages, pri-
vate schools are generally per-

enttrend,

Inurban areas, more primary
school children are enrolled in
private schools — 43.8% of chil-
dren in primary classes attend
private schools, compared to
36.5% in government schools.

Amongst states, in urbad a-

In rural areas, all States and
UTs have seen a higher percent-
age of kids in government
schools than private ones, except
for Manipurand Telangana.

. The Comprehensive Annual
Modular Survey, 2022-23 cov-
ered 3,02,086 households --

1,73,096 in rural areas and
1,28,990 in urban areas. Apart
from education indicators such
as enrolment in public versus
private schools in rural and ur-
ban areas, it also covers findings
onout-of-pocket expenditure on
health and ability to use mobile
and internet, among other
things.

The gender breakdown of
data shows that among girls en-
rolled in primary school in the
country, 22.2% are in private
schools and 68.4% are in govern-
ment schools. A slightly higher
percentage of 24.4% of boys en-
rolled in primary school are in
private schools, while 65.3% of

\

them are in government schools.
The percentage of 6- to 10-
year olds enrolled in primary
school in rural areas is higher
than in urban ones. The percent- |
age of 6- to 10-year-olds enrolled
inprimary classesinurbanareas |
is89.2%, while in rural areas this
figure is a slightly higher 90.5%.
The percentage of 6- to 10- [
year-old girls enrolled in primary
school in urban areas is 88.7%,
against a higher figure of 90.3%
in rural areas, For boys, the per-
centage of 6-10 year olds en-
rolled in primary schoolinurban
areas is 89.6%, and in rural areas
this isa marginally higher ﬁgunj
of 90.6%. /I
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Nagaland schools prepare for NEP 2020 launch in 2025, SLEC announces changes

Nagaland's SLEC has set the NEP 2020 implementation in motion for schools by 2025, aiming to reshape education statewide.
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In Short
¢ Nagaland to implement NEP 2020 in schools by 2025

¢ Adoption of 5'3'3'4 structure approved by SLEC

¢ Six middle schools upgraded to high schools

Nagaland's State Level Education Committee (SLEC) has an%unced its decision to implement the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 in government and private schools from the 2025 academic year. The recent SLEC meeting, led by
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Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, who also oversees the School Education and SCERT departments, resulted in multiple key
decisions, according to the School Education Department's report on Friday.

ADVERTISEMENT

Amongst the major resolutions, the committee endorsed the adoption of NEP’'s 5+3+3+4 educational structure, set to
reshape the state's education system starting in 2025. In addition to NEP implementation, the SLEC emphasised the
need for private schools to obtain formal approval from the Education Department and to be managed by registered
societies.

The SLEC also took steps to enhance infrastructure by approving the elevation of six government middle schools to
high schools across the Kohima, Dimapur, and Mon districts. Additionally, it authorised upgrades from a government
primary school in Ikishe village to a middle school.

MUST READ

RBI's 102-tonne gold haul this Dhanteras: What's behind the move?
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For improved efficiency, the committee approved the amalgamation of 16 middle and high school classes and
authorised the integration of 20 primary and middle schools. To address schools with declining enroliments, 17 primary
schools with zero students, including nine in Peren district, are set to close, with teachers reassigned to nearby
institutions.
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Further, the SLEC approved downgrading 54 middle schools to primary schools and 13 high schools to middle schools,
with teacher redeployment as needed. The closures and doygngrades, affecting schools in districts such as Zunheboto,
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Peren, and Kiphire, aim to consolidate resources and address low enroliments. The committee, however, indicated
potential upgrades in the future if student numbers increase.

Additionally, the SLEC greenlit the establishment of the Nagaland Education Service to develop a structured framework
for educational improvement and approved plans to create a State School Standards Authority (SSSA) along with the
Nagaland State Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework (SQAAF).

The formation of committees to address staffing needs, including vacancy conversion for essential roles, is also
underway with the support of the Personnel and Administrative Reforms and Finance Departments.
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NCERT team to visit Tripura to review Vidya
Pravesh implementation

AGARTALA: A six-member team of the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) is scheduled to visit Tripura from November 5-7 to review the implementation of Vidya
Pravesh school preparation module for class 1 students, an official said on Sunday.

Vidya Pravesh is an NCERT prescribed project aimed at bringing newly admitted class 1 students
to a common platform of learning level.

"The NCERT team wiill visit Gomati, West Tripura, Sepahijala, Khowai and other districts to review
the improvement of students after undergoing Vidya Pravesh module," Abhijit Samajpati, Officer on
Special Duty of School Education Department, told PTI.
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NCERT to evaluate students of state schools

By Our Correspondent
Agartala, November 3, 2024

A team from the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
Is scheduled to visit Tripura from November 5th to 7th to conduct the second
phase of 'Vidya Pravesh Evaluation’ for Grade-l students. This evaluation will

famam s qamya

e iy assess the progress made by students who have completed the ‘Vidya Setu’
nese module, a localized adaptation of NCERT's ‘Vidya Pravesh’ program,
NCERT implemented under the NIPUN Tripura Mission.

National Council of Educational Research And Training

The 'Vidya Setu’ initiative was introduced with the goal of providing a common
learning foundation for newly admitted Class-I students, who often come from various educational
backgrounds such as pre-primary schools, Anganwadi centers, private institutions, or directly from
home. The program supports the objectives of the NIPUN (National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading
with Understanding and Numeracy) Mission by preparing students with foundational literacy and
numeracy skills, including recognizing letters and numbers up to 10.

Following its rollout, ‘Vidya Setu’ has been implemented as a nine-week bridge course, designed to
ensure that all students are ready for the curriculum appropriate to their grade. The state adopted this
curriculum to bridge learning gaps and to equip students with basic reading, writing, and numeracy
skills, providing an equal footing for all students in Grade-I.

In the upcoming evaluation, a six-member NCERT team will focus their visits on the districts of Gomati,
West Tripura, Sepahijala, and Khowali. Their assessment will include direct observations of student
performance and interactions with teachers, parents, and community members. The team will be
supported by field investigators already deployed across all eight districts in Tripura.

The first phase of the 'Vidya Pravesh Evaluation’ took place in June 2024, where NCERT not only
evaluated student progress but also gathered feedback from teachers, parents, and community
members on the benefits and challenges of using ‘Vidya Setu’. The initial assessment revealed
promising results, with students showing progress and teachers effectively utilizing Teaching Learning
Materials (TLMs) to enhance learning.

The findings from this second phase of evaluation will offer deeper insights into the overall impact of
Vidya Setu’ on student learning and the effectiveness of the NIPUN Tripura Mission’s efforts. As the
NCERT team prepares for their visit, educators and stakeholders across the state are hopeful that the
program will continue to foster foundational skills in young learners, setting a strong educational
foundation for years to come.
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Art and literature: An imperative

Y Nowmbtr 2028, fag \o - €

than a choice for students

Embracing art and literature is an investment in their mental
wellbeing tomorrow—an invaluable asset for their future life

any decades ago,
: Mwhen I opted to take
literature in college,

at a time when many of my
peers chose science, people
raised their brows. It was
believed to be the choice of
the mediocre, a subject that
didn’t need much of an intel-
lect or dedication. It was
where students who didn’t
secure a seat in prime areas
finally settled. Art and litera-
ture weren’t considered
durable then. Neither is it
given much weightage now by
parents.
Creative pursuits are still cat-
egorised as hobbies, and the
ﬁ_\ et sidelined as children rea
igher grades or enter college.
Why? Because art is not sus-
tainable. It is not lucrative. It
doesn’t build careers as easi-
ly as a degree in science, tech-
nology or accounting does.
There still may be some truth
in that contention prompting
parents to wean off their chil-
dren from extracurricular
activities as the race to the
future heats up. But the role
of creative activities in provid-
ing our children with a respite
from the stress of career-
building cannot be under-
mined. At a time when they
are grappling with the chal-

lenges of higher education,
what might bring them
respite from their anxieties are
artistic endeavours. It is often
in the lines of a sketch or the
verses of a poem that children
find a voice beyond words—
a silent yet powerful release of
their inner thoughts and
emotions. In a world that
measures success by exams
and marks, these activities
provide a refuge, where the
mind is free to wander,
explore, and create without
boundaries. Studies have con-
sistently shown that students
who engage in painting, writ-
ing, mug;% daﬁce or %heatre
experience lower stress levels
than those who do not.

These activities act as a coun-
terbalance to the rigid sched-
ules and deadlines that stud-
ies impose, allowing children
to unwind and channel their

energies into something

" entirely their own. One of the

often overlooked merits of art
and literature is the develop-
ment of emotional intelli-
gence. When children
immerse themselves in sto-
ries, they begin to understand
complex emotions, both their
own and those of others. A
novel might teach empathy,
while a Flece of music might
mirror feelings they struggle
to articulate. These moments
foster self-awareness, which is
critical in today’s fast-paced
world where young people are
grappling with social pres-
sures and academic demands.
These creative pursuits don’t
just make children more
empathetic; they also teach
them to become aware of
their inner world—a skill
that will serve them well
beyond the walls of a class-
room.,

In those moments when they
feel overwhelmed, they can
turn to the comfort of a
favourite book, the joy of
drawing, or the calm of jour-
naling. It becomes a person-
al ritual, a way to recharge and
refresh, like finding shelter
from the storm within the
pages of a story or the hues of
a canvas. Extracurricular

* achievers but also

ASHA IYER KUMAR

activities such as dance,
music, fine art and creative
writing are not mere pas-
times; they are crucibles
where life skills are forged.
Problem-solving, adaptabili-
ty, and innovation—all essen-
tial skills in adulthood—find

their roots in these pursuits. -

Children learn patience
through practice, resilience
through
dence through expression,
creating a sturdy foundation
that will support them
through
lenges. Parents and educators
must recognise the role these
activities play in a child’s
mental and emotional devel-
opment.
Fostering 'a balanced
approach between academics
and extracurricular interests
can create resilient individu-
als who are not only high
appy,
healthy humans. Aslife’s pres-
sures mount, these creative
expressions transform into
anchors, groundin
tlm&s of stress and re
tf_loy we may have set asn:le
e haste of growing up.
(The author is a columnist
and children’s writing coach
based in Dubai; Views are
personal)
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/Hlmachal govt to launch Sukh Shiksha Yojana

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
SHIMLA, 3 NOVEMBER A .

Himachal Pradesh ChiefMinister , -

Sukhinder Singh Sukhu has said
‘that the state government will
- soon launch the 'Mukhya Mantri
Sukh Shiksha Yojana' to provide

financial assistance to widows,

- destitutewomen, divorced women
and disabled parents to support

 the education and well-being of

their children.
; “”Ihesd;\emelsalnwdlompport
2 s. For children
'-und'erth aﬁg&o Ewomg;l1 y

and disabled parents will get a
monthlygrant of Rs 1000 to cover
their educational, health, and
nutritional expenses. Additionally,

. children who secure admission
“to undergraduate, postgraduate,

-diploma, or vocational courses

government to bear tuition and
hostel expenses,” he said.

~ ChiefMinisterSukhu said that

women who are widowed, deserted,
or. aban'do‘ne_d often face arduous
challenges in supporting their
children, largely due to a lack of

_ educational and financial resources.

- “Thesewomen are particularly
vulnerable, lacking the moral and

Ci it they need o, soci
7r::jujﬁﬂalglernselves and ensure

their children's education,” he
said. The scheme aims to prevent
crimes such as child abuse, traf-
ficking, teenage marriages, and

will receive financial aid from the -

drugabuse by strengthening child
protection at the family level, he
~ added. :

The Mukhya Mantri Sukh Shik-
sha Yojana will also address the
needs of children with disabled

parents, recognizing the strong
_ link between disability, unem-

ployment, and poverty, he said,
adding that applications can bé
submitted to thelocal Child Devel-
opment Project Officer.

The Chief Minister said: “It is
important to foster a supportive
environment for vulnerable families,
ensuring that childrenreceive the
education and care they need to
lead dignified lives.”

From day one, the current state
governmenthas prioritized giving
a voice to the underprivileged
sectionsand haslaunched numer-
ous initiatives to support them,
_he maintained.

Thpte are some sections of,
ety who are unable to come
to us with their ‘grievances and-
hardships, but as a sensitive gov-
ernment, we are committed to
the well-being of every individual,”

said the Chief Minister. ﬂ

R
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News /Tripura /Tripura: CBSE to establish office in Agartala over affiliated school's poor performance in boards

Tripura: CBSE to establish office in Agartala over
affiliated school's poor performance in boards

CBSE to open a new office in Agartala to support schools struggling with board exam performance. The initiative aims to
boost educational standards and improve student success rates in Tripura.

ADVERTISEMENT

@iy India TodayNE
Nov 04, 2024, Updated Nov 04, 2024, 1:42 PM IST

-] g Follow us: @
Amid concerns regarding the underperformance of Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
affiliated schools in Tripura during board examinations, the board has announced the establishment

of a sub-regional office in Agartala, an official stated on November 4.

The CBSE's English-medium curriculum was introduced while 125 state-run schools were rechristened
as Vidyajyoti Schools after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in the state in 2018.

This year, 61 per cent of students of these schools cleared the CBSE class 10 examinations, while 59
per cent were successful in the class 12 exams.

Earlier, the medium of education in these schools was Bengali, under the Tripura Board of Secondary
Education (TBSE).

ALSO READ : NCERT to evaluate Vidya Pravesh in Tripura schools

Education Department's Officer on Special Duty (OSD) Abhijit Samajpati said that the state
government will allocate suitable land for the CBSE office to strengthen educational infrastructure in
the state, further informing that the office will operate temporarily from a building of Ramakrishna
Mission Vidyalaya.

The sub-regional office will provide various services to the CBSE-affiliated schools, including
admission assistance, subject corrections, student record updates, exam centre coordination, mark
sheet corrections, grievance redressal and teacher training facilitation, Samajpati said.

"It will also work closely with state education bodies and other regional educational institutions to
support smooth operations of the examination process and student development activities. This
initiative will foster a stronger educational environment and expand learning opportunities for
students throughout the state," he said. (With PTl inputs)
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Published On: Nov 04, 2024
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NCERT team to visit Tripura to review Vidya
Pravesh execution

PTI / Nov 4, 2024, 04:22 IST

TOI

Agartala: A six-member team of the
NCERT is scheduled to visit Tripura from
Nov 5-7 to review the implementation
of Vidya Pravesh school preparation
module for Class 1 students, an official
said on Sunday. Vidya Pravesh is an

NCERT prescribed project aimed at
bringing newly admitted Class 1
students to a common platform of learning level.

“The NCERT team will visit Gomati, West Tripura, Sepahijala, Khowai and other
districts to review the improvement of students after undergoing Vidya Pravesh
module,” Abhijit Samajpati, officer on special duty of school education department
said. PTI

‘We also published the following articles recently

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/brutal-assault-of-class-xii-student-
by-peers-at-kochi-school/articleshow/114855141.cms)

A Class XII student at Elankunnappuzha Govt Higher Secondary School was
attacked by over 15 students after intervening in an ongoing attack on a friend.
Victim Bindusaran suffered multiple injuries. The police confirmed that the
attackers are minors and a social background report will be presented to the
juvenile justice board for corrective actions.

New test module to raise performance of govt schools in Trichy

A new slip test module is being implemented in Trichy govt schools to boost board
exam performance. Students of classes X to XII take daily tests, assessed by

teachers the next day, followed by individual analysis sessions. The initiative aims
to improve overall average marks, with focused subject-wise teacher training also

being conducted weekly.

guidelines/articleshow/114815315.cms)

The Delhi Directorate of Education has mandated all government and private
schools to follow new safety guidelines. Schools must adhere to the National
Commission for Protection of Child Rights manual and National Disaster
Management Authority guidelines for hostels.
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{ FRENCH CULTURE }

30 govt school students flownto
Paris for advanced French course

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment has sent 30 students from
government schools to Paris to
pursue an advanced course in
French, officials said on Monday.
The programme is not a scholar-
ship and has been paid for by the

Delhi government, officials said. .

| The students will stay with host
| families in France and study
intermediate French at Alliance
Frangaise de Paris from Novem-
ber 4 to November 15.

Each student. has been
selected from one of the 30 Delhi
government schools where
French was introducted in 2022
under an initiative by Alliance
. Francaise. Alliance Francaise is
© an organisation that aims to pro-

mote the French language and

culturearound the world. ;
The selected students are

R -

The students will stay with French host families.  ARVINDKEJRWAL-X

from classes nine to 12 and had
to clear the DELF (Diploma in
French Language Studies) level
to qualify, officials said. Officials
said that most of the selected
students are first-generation

-school goers.

“No one ever imagined thata

child from a poor family in a

government school would g0
A A IR =

24

abroad to study. This is nothing
less than a dream. In 10 years, we
have achieved what people used
to call impossible. We are giving
every child of Delhi all opportu-
nities that were available only to
children of rich and wealthy
families till now,” Arvind Kejri-
wal said inapostonXon Mon-
day.
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Every third child hooked to social media,
docs say must wake up before it’s too late

Anuja.Jaiswal
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: If you are wor-
ried ‘about your adolescent
child spending toomuch time
on social media, you have ev-
ery reason to be. Recent data
published in journal The
Lancetshowsthatevery third
child is hooked to social
media — counting likes or
watching reels on Instagram
and Facebook or scrolling X.
What is worrying is that 11%
of them are addicted and
even show withdrawal symp-
toms when stopped from us-
ing their devices.

Indicating the impact of
social media on young minds
and the serious concern in
the medical circle, the re-
search states, “Concomitant
with growing use of social
media in the past 15 years,
rates of mental illness and
self-harm in people aged
10-24 years have also in-
creased.”

Doctors across Delhi
termed these revelations as a
wake-up callthatemphasised
the need to strike a balance
between the essential role of

BEATING ONLINE ADDICTION

WHAT LANCET STUDY FOUND Rmaetr'ff a?f
369% of teenagers 119% of adolescents illness and
reported have withdrawal self-harm
continuous symptoms of in people
online anxiety and low  agec
contact _ ~ mood when 10-24 years
with notabletouse  havealso
others @  social media increased
EXPERTS SAY | » Take frequent breaks from
» Establishspecific | devicestoparticipatein
objectives for social media | Physical pursuts or pastimes |
 activities, like connecting that don't involve technology
 with peers or exploring > Analyse information
interests, instead of = | encountered online critically
 endlessly browsing content  to identify negative impacts

technology in modern life
and the importance of re-
sponsible useand regulation,
particularly for children. Dr
Prashant Goyal, senior psy-
chiatry consultant, SriBalaji
Action Medical Institute, for
instance, suggested parental
control and screen-time lim-
its as a means of regulation,
addingthateducational insti-
tutions could also play a big
role in promoting mental

health and digital literacy
amongstudents.

Prof Dr G C Khilnani,
chairman, PSRI Institute of
Pulmonary, Critical Careand
Sleep Medicine, said it was
important to inculcate disci-
pline in young children to en-
sure normal physical, mental
and social development. He
said excessive use of social
media was becoming a seri-
ousproblem, withaddictiona

4
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I Concomitant with
growing use of
social media in the
past 15 years, rates
of mental iliness
and self-harm in
people aged 10-24
years have also
increased, the
research states

“disease” leadingtotheemer-
gence of “clinics’ for de-ad-
diction to social media.
Anothersignificantissue
associated with social media
usage is its impact on sleep
quality. Adults require a
minimum of seven hours of

uninterrupted sleep tomain-

tain short-term and long-
term physical and mental
well-being.
sleep can result in problems

such as difficulty concen-

trating, overeating and in-
creased consumption of cof-

fee, tea and cigarettes. Sleep

deprivation, in turn, is link-
ed with a higher risk of de-
veloping serious health con-
ditions, including hyperten-

©Lisyiap i aSARE L

Insufficient

sion, diabetes, heart disease,
strokes, cancers and demen-
tia. Social media usage often

leads to severe sleep frag-

mentation and deprivation,
asindividuals feel compelled
to remain: connected at all
times withoutrest.

Dr Sameer Malhotra, di-
rector and head, mental
health and behavioural sci-
ences, Max Super Specialty
Hospital, Saket, said technol-
ogy itself wasn't inherently
harmful, but much depended
on how, when and where it
was used. He felt it was key to
maintain a balanced life-
style, which included regular
physical activity, a consistent
sleep routine and nurturing
relationships with others.

Advising a thoughtful
use of technology among
adolescents, Dr Achal Bha-
gat, senior consultant psy-
chiatrist and psychothera-
pist, Indraprastha Apollo
Hospitals, recommended
guiding youngsters to define
specific goals for their social
media use, such as interact-
ing with friends or pursuing

less scrolling.

hobbies, rather than aim/
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Civil engineer duped of Rs 3.5 lakh by
fraudsterswho promised him job in NCERT

TNN / Nov 6, 2024, 00:06 IST

TOI

Lucknow: A civil engineer was duped of
Rs 3.5 lakh on pretext of appointment
as a surveyor in NCERT.

The case was registered in Vikasnagar
police station area on Tuesday, said

assistant commissioner of police,
Ghazipur (Indiranagar) Anindya Vikram
Singh.

The victim, Aman Nawaz from Bareilly, was promised a job as a surveyor in NCERT
by fraudsters who operated from a locked office in Aliganj Mama Crossing.
Following the incident, Aman's father filed a complaint with the Chief Minister's
office, leading to a case being registered against the accused.

According to police, Aman met Alok Pandey while working on the Ramganga Nagar
Awasiya Yojana. Pandey assured Aman that he could secure a well-paying
surveyor position, claiming a strong connection with NCERT officials.
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The scam involved payment of Rs 3.5 lakh in two instalments. The con artists
provided a false office address near Aliganj Mama Crossing, where Aman and his
father later met multiple individuals, including Pawan Pandey, Sarvesh Pandey,
and Ajay Kumar.

The scammers requested an advance of Rs 50,000, followed by Rs 1.25 lakh upon
delivery of a stationery kit, which Aman's father paid. After receiving an
appointment letter via text, Aman began collecting data from schools for NCERT
starting in July 2023, but he was never paid. When Aman sought clarification
about his salary, all communication ceased abruptly on July 26, 2024.
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" Why UGC wants fac

ul'ty.

" recruitment overhauled

|
|
i

s Indian higher education institutes
(HEISs) prepare to improve their
global competitiveness and contrib-
ute to national development, they
must recruit the best talent and provide a sup-
portive ecosystem for their professional
growth, interdisciplinary collaboration, and
recognition of diverse contributions in teach-
ing, research, and entrepreneurship. Faculty
members must further societal well-being by
directing attention to socially relevant
research, collaborating with industry to find
practical solutions, and guiding students to
evolve into socially conscious citizens.
Sadly, in the current system of Indian HEISs,
faculty recruitment and evaluation prioritises
publications and ring fences the applicants
within strict disciplinary boundaries. The
selection process reduces their academic con-
tributions to the drudgery of numbers. Such
a narrow and inflexible criterion dissuades
potential applicants from applying for faculty
positions. It prevents those already in the sys-
tem from effectively contributing to
teaching innovatively, research,
industry partnerships, or commu-
nity engagement. There is an expedi-
tious need for a balanced approach
to faculty recruitment and evalua-

tion. Faculty members will then be Ma mi

teaching, research, and collaborations, which
are the bedrock of higher education.

The disproportionate emphasis on publica-
tions — often in dubious journals — has had
many unintended ramifications. Chief among
them is the indifference among teachers to
turn academic research into solutions for
industry. Faculty members also lack the pas-
sion for exploring entrepreneurship, research
commercialisation, patents, start-ups, and
industry partnerships, as these skills are
ignored during evaluations. We must discard
the widespread perception that more
research publications make someone more
qualified than those excelling in areas like
establishing start-ups or entrepreneurship.

Faculty members prefer traditional lecture
methods because any creative contribution in
teaching pedagogy, technology integration in
teachinglearning methods and student engage-
ment in experiential learning is not incentivised.
As per existing regulations, candidates with a
four-year bachelor’s degree and a PhD are not
considered for faculty appointments if
they do not possess a post-graduate
degree. To keep in sync with global
practices, we must facilitate such can-
didates to become assistant professors

; asthe four-year degree has become the
dala standard in India now.

motivated to commit to a more com- Jagadesh Similarly, restricting faculty
prehensive span of activities that " appointments to those who have pur-
be?te.ﬁt the um‘vprsig anc'ldfgciety. Kumar Y g'.led et(lile sa:mneal subject tl_lropghhc:gt

is no surprise, then, that many eir educational progression is a lim-
Indian HEIs find it difficult to produce iting idea. HEIs must not hesitate to

graduates endowed with the skills and compe-
tencies needed in today’s workforce, HEIs must
have greater freedom to select and promote
faculty members who have the potential to
adopt new pedagogical approaches, blend tech-
nology, introduce experiential learning condi-
tions and transform the education system.
Therefore, there is a critical need to revise the
2018 University Grants Commission (UGC) reg-
ulations on the “minimum qualifications for
the appointment of teachers and other aca-
demic staff in universities and colleges and
measures for the maintenance of standards in
higher education”, keeping in focus the objec-
tives of National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
To give an example of how antiquated the pre-
NEP-2020 UGC regulations are, consider the
academic performance indicators (API) intro-
duced by UGC in 2018. Ironically, these were
supposed to make recruitment more transpar-
entand measurable.

API was widely criticised as it places exces-
sive emphasis on quantifiable metrics, It uses
a narrow checkbox approach to determine
the applicant’s academic and research contri-
butions. The over-reliance on API scores has
compelled faculty members to solely push in
one way or another to maximise their API
scores instead of contributing meaningfully to

select candidates for faculty positions based on
their research discipline, even if their under-
graduate or post-graduate studies were in dif-
ferent subjects. Current UGC regulations do not
permit this, Breaking discipline boundaries will
undoubtedly attract scholars with diverse
expertise to HEISs. External subject experts in .
faculty selection committees play an essential
role in evaluating the quality of a candidate's
published work, the credibility of the journals
in which they have published, or in assessing
the applicant’s teaching philosophy, research
potential, and ability to bring funding and
involvement in multi-disciplinary research.
HEIS, therefore, must prepare a panel of exter-
nal subject experts from leading institutions
approved by its statutory bodies. Our HEIs
require autonomy and a more holistic process
for assessing faculty applications.
Considering the above factors and due to
the introduction of NEP 2020, UGC, in the
past six months, has comprehensively
reviewed its 2018 regulations for faculty
recruitment. It will, in due course, make the
draft of new regulations public for feedback.

Mamidala Jagadesh Kumar is chairman, UGC and
Jformer vice-chancellor, JNU.
The views expressed are personal
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Top courtupholds

constitutional validity
of UPMadrasaAct

PARMOD KUMAR
NEW DELH), 5 NOVEMBER

The Supreme Cotirfon Tues-
. - dayupheld the constitutional

validity of the 'Uttar Pradesh

Board of Madarsa Education
Act 2004, setting aside the
22 March Allahabad High
Court judgment which had
struck down the Act as uncon-
stitutional on the grounds
of its being ‘non-secular’.
While making the ruling,
a bench of the court headed
by the ChiefJustice of India,
' DYChandrachud, however,
i held that the provisions of
| the "Uttar Pradesh Board of
Madarsa Education Act 2004’
i regulating higher education
| degrees of 'fazil' and 'kamil’,
are unconstitutional, being
in conflict with the University
Grant Commission Act.
“The Madarsa Actis within
L the legislative competence
| of the State legislature and
;. traceable to Entry 25 of List
| HI.However, the provisions
of the Madarsa Act which
seek toregulate higher-edu-
cation degrees, such as Fazil
and Kamil are unconstitu-
tional as they are in conflict
with the UGC Act, which has
been enacted under Entry
66 of List1”, said the courtin

today.

the judgment pronounced

Holding that the right of
minorities to administer edu-
cational institutions is “not
absolute”, Chief Justice Chan-
drachud said: “The Madarsa
Act is consistent with the

positive obligation of the

State to ensure thatstudents
studying in recognised
Madarsas attain a level of’
competency which will allow
them to effectively participate
insocietyand earnaliving. ..
theright to administer minor-
ity educational institutions
is not absolute. The right to
administer educational insti-
tutions implies an obligation
and duty of minority insti-
tutions to provide a standard
ofeducation to the students.”
The Allahabad High Court
had struck down the 'Uttar
Pradesh Board of Madrasa
Education Act 2004’ for vio-
lating principles of secularism
-afacetofthe basic structure
of the Constitution. ;

Ay
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Boostto madrasas

SC gives precedence to rights of minorities

HE Supreme Court’s decision to uphold the
constitutional validity of the Uttar Pradesh
Board of Madrasa Education Act, 2004, has sent
out a strong message that the rights of minori-
ties will be safeguarded at any cost. The Muslim

_ cormnunitmeEaBJP-nﬂedstateu&ﬂchhésbemésyn-

onymous with bulldozer justice, has every reason to hail the
verdict. The madrasas in the state had been under threat’
aftertheA]IahabadHighOourtsaapﬁedtheZ&yeamld
law earlier this year, stating that these schools violated the
constitutional tenet of secularism. The apex court has set
aside the HC verdict, thus ensuring that lakhs of students
will not be shifted to conventional institutions, '
Madrasas have been on the ‘hit list’ of the saffron
party in recent years not only in UP but also in states
su.ch_as Assam and Madhya Pradesh. The National Com-
mission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) has also
befep in the thick of things; last month, it wrote to the
chief secretaries of all states and union territories, rec-
ommdjng that madrasa boards be closed down, state
funding to the institutions be stopped and the children
studying there be enrolled in ‘formal’ schools.sThe
NCPCR’S unconvincing contention is that the educa-
tion imparted to children in madrasas is not ‘c'ompre—

. hensive’ or ‘proper’; the commission has gone to the

EXteX.lt. of accusing these schools of not complying with
provisions of the Right to Education Act, . ]

It is hoped that the SC ruling will help in curbing the
br.'_:\zen vilification of madrasas. These institutions are
bemgtmgetedonthepretattthatﬂ)eyarebmedixg
grounds for religious fanatics and terrorists. Weeding out
the black sheep isno doubt Important, but attempts to dis-
mantle the entire madrasa system reek of intolerance and
hatred. Suchnefaﬁousmovesamundamjningthesectﬂar
credentials of India, aptly described by the Supreme Court
as amelting pot of cultures, civilisations and religions.
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(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/cbse) (CBSE) will start new skill {https://umesofindia. indiatimes.com/tol:

plus/international/trump-wanted-to-be-a-dictator-
and-the-voters-said-

yes/articleshow/115018570.cms)

development programmes for students of Class VI to VIII.

The initiative, called Sankalp Programme, in collaboration with the ministry of skill (https://timesofindia.indiat om/toi-
plus/international/anticipating-a-close-race-us-
entrepreneurship sevelopment, will provide students with the opportunity to learn watched-momentum-shift-towards-

trump/articleshow/115014188.cms),
a variety of technical and creative skills, including courses such as AR/VR creator,

. . . (https://ti findia.indiati . /toi-
AR/VR developer, content strategist, digital marketing manager, event planner, e et o tr-healthy-to-eat Jetoonce-a-

day/articleshow/114984509.cms)

game artist, and more.

In the first phase, students will be introduced to the basics of these courses. From

ALSO WATCHED  VIRAL VIDEOS

2025-26, the courses will be made mandatory for students from Class IX to XII.
According to experts, the objective is to spark students' interest in technical fields
early and to prepare them for future career opportunities in both employment and
entrepreneurship.

2
Speaking to TOI, the principal of Firayalal Public School, Niraj Kumar Sinha, said, 1 Arecsna A — .
" ' . INDIAN PM MODI'S
To ensure successful implementation of these courses, CBSE has mandated that BIG CYBER WARNING

all its schools provide training to teachers before introducing the programmes to
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide

modis-big-warning-exposes-digital-arrest
explains-safety-measures-

india/videoshow/114655670.cms)

students. The training will cover a variety of fields such as AR/VR production,

digital marketing, content strategy, event management, game design, and more.
Once teachers are trained, they will guide students through the various skill

. . . . . gﬁ (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide
courses, helping them gain expertise in these growing sectors." 00 7 & fitness/habits-to-boost-longevity-and-

e, el health/videoshow/114725610.cms),
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ADVERTISEMENT
Sinha stated, "During a recent training workshop in Hyderabad, it was shared that Trending Stories
countries like the US have already integrated skill education into primary
In City Entire Website

education. Students are also being motivated to become entrepreneurs. The trend
is aimed at creating future job creators, rather than just job seekers." US Elections: Sports stars who

endorsed the 47th president Donal...
The principal of Saraswati Shishu Vidya Mandir said, "With the Sankalp 2024 US presidential election results:

Trump vs Harris - who won which...

Programme, schools aim to provide a holistic educational experience, preparing
Why Donald Trump winning US

students for both job market and entrepreneurial ventures. The board wants to elections might be bad news for...

make its students skilled so that with its help they can be prepared for 'Let’s work for betterment of our
. . . . L . . . people': PM Modi congratulates...
entrepreneurship along with jobs. This course will be effective in giving direction
. " What will Donald Trump as US
to the skills of the students. President mean for Indian stock... -

Ambuj Tiwari, parent of Aashi, a Class VI student at Dani Public School, said,
"With programme, schools are taking a significant step towag transforming ADVERTISEMENT
education and skill development and preparing students for the challenges of the

21st century."
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CBSE cracks down on ‘dummy’ schools

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a crackdown
on ‘dummy’ admissions, the
Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) on Wednes-
day withdrew affiliation of 21
schools and downgraded six
schools from senior secondary
to secondary level, officials said.

The move comes follow-
ing a surprise inspection at the
schools in Rajasthan and Delhi
in September during which sev-
eral lapses were found, they said.

“The practice of dummy
or non-attending admissions
contradicts the core mission
of school education, compro-
mising students’ foundational
growth. To address this issue,
we are taking a decisive action
to combat the proliferation of
dummy schools and send a clear
message to all affiliated institu-
tions to resist the lure of accept-
ing dummy or non-attending
admissions,” CBSE Secretary
Himanshu Gupta said.

He said the vital observa-
tions of the surprise inspec-
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» ‘Move comes following
a surprise inspection at
the schools in Rajasthan
and Delhi in September
during which several
lapses were found’

» ‘The practice of dummy
or non-aftending
admissions contradicts
the core mission of school

education, compromising
students’ foundational
growth. To address this
issue, we are taking

a decisive action to
combat the proliferation
of dummy schools and
send a clear message to
all affiliated institutions
to resist the lure of
accepting dummy or non-
attending admissions’

tion committees regarding the
irregularities observed during
the inspections were communi-
cated as a report to the respec-
tive schools.

Gupta said the prime objec-
tive of the inspections was to
ascertain that the schools were
operating in compliance with
the norms of regular atten-
dance of students in schools
according to the affiliation
and examination bylaws of the
Board. The CBSE emphasised
that dummy or non-attending

schools undermine educational

integrity and issued show cause
notices, allowing schools 30 days
to respond, he said.

“The replies submitted by
the schools were examined in
detail by the Board. Based on
the inspection findings and
supported by videographic
evidence, affiliation of 21
schools was withdrawn and six
schools were downgraded from
senior secondary to secondary
level,” he added.

Of the 21 schools whose
affiliation has been withdrawn,
16 are in Delhi while five of

them are in Rajasthan’s coach-
ing hubs — Kota and Sikar.

Scores of students prepar-
ing for engineering and medical
entrance examinations prefer
to take admission in dummy
schools so that they can focus
solely on their preparations for
the competitive exams. They do
not attend classes and straight-
away appear in the board exams.

Aspirants also choose
dummy schools, keeping in
mind the quota in medical
and engineering institutes avail-
able for students from certain
states. For example, candidates
who have completed classes 11
and 12 in Delhi are considered
for admission in engineering
and medical colleges of the
national Capital under the Delhi
state quota.

Earlier this year, the CBSE
cancelled the affiliation of 20
schools for enrolling dummy
students and ineligible
candidates.

The disaffiliated schools in
Delhi are Khemo Devi Public
School and The Vivekanand

School in Narela; Sant Gyanesh-
war Model School, Alipur; P D
Model Secondary School, Sul-
tanpuri Road; Sidhhartha Public
School, Kanjhawla; Rahul Pub-
lic School, Rajiv Nagar Exten-
sion; Bharti Vidya Niketan
Public School, Chander Vihar;
R.D. International School, Bap-
rola; Heera Lal Public School ,
Madanpur Dabas; B.R. Inter-
national School, Mungeshpur;
KRD International School,
Dhansa Road and MR Bharti
Model Senior Secondary School,
Mundka.

Three schools in Delhi’s
Nangloi — USM Public Sec-
ondary School, SGN Public
School and M D Memorial
Public School — have also lost
their affiliation.

The schools whose affilia-
tion has been downgraded are
Adarsh Jain Dharmic Shiksha
Sadan, BS International School,
Bharat Mata Saraswati Bal Man-
dir, Ch Baldev Singh Model
School, Dhruva Public School
and Naveen Public School. All
of these schools are in Delhi.
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'CBSE Cracks Down On

_, ‘Dummy Admissions’

21 Schools Disaffiliated, 6 Downgraded In Delhi, Raj

| Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Central Bo-
ard of Secondary Education
on Wednesday acted strongly
against “dummy’” admissions
by revoking the affiliation of 21
schools and downgrading six
others from senior secondary
(Class XII) to the secondary le-
vel (Class X). Of these schools
dissaffliliated or downgraded,
22 are in Delhi and several in
coaching hubs in Rajasthan
like Kotaand Sikar:

The schools were found to
have significant numbers of
non-attending students in clas-
ses IX-XTI, indicating practices
that compromise the core mis-
sionof education.

CBSE had in Sept conduc-
ted surprise inspections
across Delhi and Rajasthan,
revealing several irregulari-
ties. Accordingto CBSE secre-
tary Himanshu Gupta, dum-
my or non-attending admis-
sions undermine the founda-
ti of edu , crucial to

the academic development of
students. He explained that
CBSE’s decisive actions were
intended to reinforce the im-
portance of regular attendan-
ce and discourage schools
fromacceptingnon-attending
admissions solely for board
exam appearances.

Many students opt for
dummy admissions in these
schools to focus solely on
preparations for enginee-
ring and medical entrance
exams, often attending clas-
ses at private coaching cent-
resinstead of school.

Additionally;, some stu-
dents use these dummy ad-
missions to qualify under
specificstate quotas in medi-
cal and engineering colle-
ges, gaining advantages in
admission processes.

The inspection commit-
tees documented their fin-
dings in reports sent to the
schools, highlighting issues
of non-compliance with
CBSE’s Affiliation and Ex-

amination Bye-Laws. CBSE
then issued showcause noti-
ces, giving the schools 30 days
torespond. Afteradetailedre-
view of thesereplies, suppor-
ted by videographic eviden-
ce, CBSE took action against
theschools.

Of the 21 disaffiliated
schools, 16 are in Delhi, while
the remaining are in Rajast-
han’s Kota and Sikar:

Earlier this year, CBSE
had disaffiliated 20 schools
for similar practices invol-
ving “dummy” students and
ineligible candidates. Notab-
le oned in Delhi include Khe-
mo Devi Public School, The
Vivekanand School, Sant Gy-
aneshwar Model School, and
others in areas like Narela,
Alipur, and Sultanpuri Road.
Schools downgraded to se-
condary level include Adarsh
Jain Dharmic Shiksha Sa-
dan, BS International School,
Bharat Mata Saraswati Bal
l\gdar_]dir; and others, all loca-
ted in Delhi. //




/Anjl Pradhan from Odisha' ;'

« wins Rohini Nayyar prize

Anil Pradhan, a 28-year-old social worker ‘fm'xr.l: ‘

® (Odisha, won the third Rohini Nayyar Prize for his |

outstanding contribution to rural development.
The prize, instituted by the Rohini Nayyar
Foundation, constituted in memory of the {

eminent economist, comes with a cash award of }

y 10 lakh, a citation and a trophy. This year’s
winner was selected by a jury consisting of’
academics and activists. “Mr. Pradhan, 28, is an

® innovative engineer and educationist. Born in the

village of Baral, Odisha, he migrated to Bhopal
for education. He was the chief designer of Asia’s

first university rocket team, VSLV,” the
foundation said in a release.
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‘Online Workshop seeks fo help teens
and parents build a positive mindset

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

In a bid to equip teenagers
with essential life skills and
a positive mindset, MiTran
Global’s Positive Mind Mas-

| tery workshop will offer an

online programme for
young people and their pa-

. rents on November 9 and

10. The Hindu In School is
the media partner.

The programme, meant

for those in the 11-17 age

group, offers transforma-
tive strategies that fortify
mental and emotional resi-
lience. The interactive two-
and-half-hour session is de-
signed to help teenagers
navigate the challenges of
modern life such as digital

Globol

Erary ghild kay the vight 18" Ine] Speaitive

s

minde ;

FOR 11 17 YEARS STUDENTS & THEIR PARERTS

Media Partner

distractions and academic
pressures.

The workshop seeks to
recognise youngsters’ indi-
viduality through methods
such as “Brain Dominance
and Learning Behaviour
Assessment”. It has strate-
gies that resonate with
teenagers’ specific cogni-

tive style, whether they
lean towards analytical
prowess or  creative
expression,

Every parent will have
the opportunity to take an
assessment and receive
their child’s personalised
learning report during the
workshop.

The workshop is divided
into two segments. In the
‘Vibe Lift Hub’® segment,
participants embark on an
exploration of effective
stress reduction tech-
niques and time manage-
ment skills. Advanced
learning methodologies,
including speed reading
and memory enhance-
ment, will empower them
to grasp key concepts swift-

ly. The ‘Life Lift Hub’ seg-
ment will focus on infusing

positivity into every aspect .

of life. Participants may en-
gage with real-world scena-
rios that sharpen their lea-

dership skills and public

speaking abilities.

The workshop will em-
phasise the importance of
positive parenting to en-
hance a child’s journey.

For registration, go to
newsth.live/mind or scan
the QR code. The registra-
tion fee is 7199 and the first
25 registrations will receive
a free ebook titled 7 Ways
to Make Your
Child a Super ElEEE
Achigyer  in
Sci and
Life. =
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21 schools over
‘dummy admissions’

. The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
has withdrawn affiliation

pio 21 schools after these
were found involved in the
practice of “dummy admis-

® sions”, which allows stu-
dents preparing for com-
petitive exams to skip
classes against mandatory
attendance requirement.

g According to the CBSE
norms, all Class 10 and
Class 12 students are re-

# quired to have 75% atten- -

dance to appear for the
board examinations.

A CBSE statement said
16 of the 21 schools are lo-
cated in Delhi while the re-
maining five are in Rajas-
than. Six schools have also
been downgraded from se-
nior secondary to secon-
dary level.

The action came after
the Board conducted a se-
ries of surprise inspections
across Delhi and Rajasthan
on September 3.

CBSE Secretary Himan-
shu Gupta said, “We found
that the schools did not
have sufficient infrastruc-
ture or manpower to hold
classes for students of
Classes 11 and 12.” He said

16 of these schools
are located in Delhi
while the remaining
five are in Rajasthan

the action was taken based
on the findings supported
by video evidence.
Meanwhile, the Board
said the practice of dummy
or non-attending admis-
sions “contradicts the core
mission of school educa-
tion, compromising stu-
dents’ foundational
growth”. “We are taking

|

decisive action to send a |

clear message to all affiliat-
ed institutions to resist the
lure of accepting dummy
or non-attending admis-
sions,” it said in the
statement.

The Delhi schools that
have been derecognised
are concentrated in Narela,
Nangloi, Alipur, and Mund-
ka areas of the city. Sudha
Acharya, Principal of ITL
Public School in Delhi’s
Dwarka, said, “Most of
these schools are attached
to coaching institutes.”

She said many parents
prefer sending their chil-

dren to such schools so |

that they could focus on
competitive exams.
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Home » New Education Policy 2024-2025

New Education Policy 2024-25, Check New
NEP for CBSE School

The National Education Policy 2024-25 aims fo accelerate India’s transformafion into the world's
Biggest knowledge economy. Learn the features of NEP 2024, how it is formed, and the new course
structure from this article.

2 soumyadeep @ Published On November 7th, 2024

New Education
=~ Policy 2024 %

The New Education Policy 2024-25 represents a significant shift in India’s educational environment.

The NEP 2024 contains major enhancements aimed at establishing India as a worldwide knowledge
superpower by addressing the dynamic needs of the present day with holistic learning, digital literacy,
and skill development. Read the complete blog to learn more about the Education Policy, its unique

features, and expectations for the Indian education system.

New Education Policy 2024-25

The New Education Policy 2024-2025 is a revolutionary project aiming at transforming India’s
educational landscape. It promises a comprehensive and student-centered approach to learning that

emphasizes critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity.

It replaces the pevious 10+2 system with a new 5+3+3+4 structure, resulting in a more age-

appropriate and developmentally aligned curriculrum.

The NEP emphasizes the value of basic leamning, especially in early childhood education. The New

Education Policy is responsible for the development of educational policies in schools and institutions.

What is New NEP 2024?

In simpler language, NEP 2024 is a significant step toward achieving the goals of the new
educational strategy launched in December 2%?&. Furthermore, it is a comprehensive agenda that

promises a total overhaul of the current educational system.



National Education Policy 2024, is a component of the National Educational Policy 2020 that aims to
create a progressive and inclusive education system. It detects the present era’s requirements and
learning demands and implements the appropriate improvements. Furthermore, holistic learning, digital

literacy, and skill development are important aspects of the policy.

Who New Education Policy

India’'s current educational system had several issues before the new National Education Policy of
2020. The system primarily subjected applicants to cramming, which sometimes overlooked true
learning and knowledge acquisition. Furthermore, the state’'s engagement in education resulted in the
formation of multiple education boards, which caused teaching techniques and test patterns to differ.
Furthermore, conventional academic themes were prioritized over the development of occupational
competencies. In this regard, officials from the new education strategy want to address these
weaknesses extensively. It tries to alter this approach by improving topic understanding and reducing

rushing.

Why New Education Policy Created?

The idea for the New National Education Policy (NEP) 2024 arose from led by a team of distinguished
stakeholders chaired by K Kasturirangan, former Chairman of ISRO. During the panel discussion,
panelists offered an averview of the difficulties and improvements needed at each stage of the Indian
education system, from basic school to tertiary education and lifetime learning. This panel’s
conclusions were a comprehensive harmonization of a lot of viewpoints and ideas gathered through
debates and consultations. The Ministry of Education then thoroughly reviewed and analyzed these

ideas. resulting in their adoption.

CBSE New Education Policy 2024-25 Academic Structure

The Indian education system 2024-25 has traditionally used the 10+2 system, with a strong emphasis
on the board exam. Traditional education features an exam-centric structure, textbook-oriented
teaching, and passive learning. As a result, renovating the academic framework is one of the initial

phases in establishing the 5+3+3+4 Education System. The stages can be defined as follows —

Stage 1: Foundation Building
This is the first stage, lasting five years, during which schools will support effective ECCE (Early

Childhood Care and Education). During the final two years of the stage, children will gain core

numeracy and literacy abilities through playful and engaging learning activities.

Stage 2: Preparatory Phase

Teachers will use innovative educational tactics in this stage, which comprises the third, fourth, and fifth
grades. They will explore new topics and learn actively via hands-on activities.

Stage 3: Middle Phase of Learning

This stage comprises the sixth, seventh, and eighth grades, during which pupils will gain mastery of
concepts across multiple subjects. Furthermore, teachers will undertake a variety of activities to help

pupils develop their thinking skills.

40



Stage 4: Secondary /Final Stage

This is the final stage of school education, in which students have the opportunity to choose their
topics. The integration of vocational education will allow them to study a variety of skills and disciplines

at the same time.
Features of New NEP 2024
Comprehensive Learning

The NEP 2020 goal for school training emphasizes a holistic approach that includes cognitive,

emotional, and psychosocial domains.
ECCE Emphasis

Early Childhood Care and Education is an important focus since it provides a solid foundation for all

children.
Regional Language Priority

The NEP permits instruction in regional or home languages through Grade 5, promoting multilingual

social justice.
Vocational Training

The Vocational Push policy aims to train at least half of learners for jobs by 2025.

New Academic Structure

The new 5+3+3+4 curriculum architecture aligns with the blended model of learning through exposure

and skills, ensuring a fluid learning pipeline.
Online Education

Digital integration refers to the use of technology in platforms like DIKSHA to ensure that every child

receives an appropriate education.
Inclusive Education for All

The NEP 2020 prioritizes inclusivity and equity, enabling all children up to 6+2 years by removing

social and physical barriers to education.
Learning and Feedback System

It advocates for a shift from summative assessments, which focus on testing and results, to formative

assessments, which focus on learning and feedback.
Experimental Teaching by Educators

Teacher training aims to equip teachers with new models and approaches to enable long-term
professional learning. The institutes will use an arts-integrated instructional approach that incorporates
experiential learning methods. Teachers, for example, can lead poetry, sketching, and painting classes,

as well as group plays and drama.

41



NEP 2020 Education Policy
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a comprehensive framework introduced by the

Government of India, aiming to revamp the Indian education system. It covers primary to higher

education with a focus on inclusive and holistic development. Here's an in-depth look:

Key Features and Structural Changes

Foundational Pillars: The policy is built on four foundational pillars—Access, Equity, Quality, and
Accountability—to ensure inclusive and equitable education for all.

5+3+3+4 School Structure:

The existing 10+2 system is replaced by a 5+3+3+4 structure.

Foundational Stage (5 years): Includes three years of pre-primary and two years of Grades 1 and 2,
focusing on play-based learning.

Preparatory Stage (3 years): Covers Grades 3-5, emphasizing activity-based learning.

Middle Stage (3 years). Grades 6-8, introducing students to more abstract concepts and
interdisciplinary study.

Secondary Stage (4 years). Grades 9-12, focusing on multidisciplinary studies with flexibility in subject
choices.

Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE):

ECCE is given significant importance, with universal access aimed for children aged 3-6.
Establishment of Bal Bhavans, where students can participate in arts, crafts, and sports.
Multilingualism and Mother Tongue:

Emphasis on mother tongue or regional language as the medium of instruction till Grade 5, but ideally

till Grade 8.

Encouragement for students to learn three languages, including their regional language.

Focus on Literacy and Numeracy:

NEP 2020 aims to achieve universal foundational literacy and numeracy in primary school by 2025.
Special initiatives and programs are being introduced to support literacy and numeracy at an early age.
Vocational Education and Skill Development:

Integration of vocational education from Grade 6 with internships.

This aims to equip students with practical skills and exposure to different professions.

Holistic and Multidisciplinary Education:

Students in higher grades have the freedom to choose subjects across streams.

Emphasis on arts, humanities, and sports alongside academics, promoting a multidisciplinary
approach.

Examinations and Assessments:

Shift from high-stakes exams to regular assessments, focusing on critical thinking and analytical skills.
Board exams will be redesigned to assess core competencies, with an option to take exams twice a
year

Higher Education Reforms:

The aim is to achieve a Gross Enroliment Ratio (GER) of 50% by 2035.

Establishment of a four-year undergraduate degree with exit options at multiple stages (certificate,
diploma, or degree).

Introduction of multidisciplinary institutions, ph%ging out stand-alone technical and professional



institutions.

M.Phil. programs will be discontinued, and research opportunities will be promoted at the
undergraduate level.

National Testing Agency (NTA):

NTA will conduct a single entrance exam for college admissions, like the SAT in the US, to ease the
admission process across the country.

Teacher Training and Professional Development:

Introduction of a four-year integrated B Ed. degree as the minimum qualification for teachers by 2030
Teachers will undergo continuous professional development and performance-based assessments.
Digital and Online Learning:

Emphasis on digital education through e-learning platforms like SWAYAM and DIKSHA.

Blended models of learning are encouraged, especially for remote and underserved areas.

National Education Technology Forum (NETF):

A platform to support the use of technology in education, focusing on e-content, teaching aids, and
blended learning models.

National Assessment Centre — PARAKH:

Establishment of PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic
Development) to set standards and improve the assessment framework across states.

Gender Inclusion Fund:

A fund aimed at providing quality education for girls, transgender, and other marginalized groups.

Goals and Vision

The NEP 2020 envisions transforming India into a knowledge society and economy, with the following

goals:

Attain universal quality education.

Develop a more flexible, student-centered education system.

Foster critical thinking, creativity, and ethical values in students.
Improve India's global standing in educational outcomes and innovation.

Implementation and Challenges

While the NEP 2020 lays out an ambitious vision, implementing these changes on the ground is
complex and requires significant investment, infrastructure, and capacity-building efforts across India’s

states and educational institutions.
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controls imposed by any coun-
ALASDAIRPAL try todate.
&BYRONKAYE “Social media is doing harm

SYDNEY,NOVEMBER 7 to our kids and I'm calling time

onit,” Albanese told a news con-
ference. Albanese cited the risks
to physical and mental health of

THE AUSTRALIAN government
will legislate for a ban on social
media for children under 16,  children from excessive social
Prime Minister Anthony mediause,inparticulartherisks
Albanese said on Thursday, in  to girls from harmful depictions
what it calls a world-leading  of body image, and misogynist
package of measures that could ~ content aimed at boys. “If you're
become law late next year. a 14-year-old kid getting this
Australia is trialing an age-  stuff...it can be a really difficult

_ verification system to assist in  timeandwhatwe're doingis lis-
" blocking children from access- tening and then acting.” he said.
ing social media platforms, as

Anumber of countries have al-
part of a range of measures that ready vowed to curbsocial media
include some of the toughest  use by children through legisla-

;0% Novemba

tion, though Australia's policy is
one of the most stringent. No ju~
risdictionsofar hastried usingage
verification methods like biomet-
rics or government identification
to enforce a social media age cut-
off, two of the methods trialled.
Australia's other world-first
proposals are the highest age
limit set by any country, no ex-
emption for parental consent
and no exemption for pre-exist-
ing accounts. Legislation will be
introduced into the Australian
parliament this year, with the
laws coming into effect 12
months after being ratified by
lawmakers, Albanese said. The
opposition Liberal Party has ex-

MEDIA PLATFORMS CALLE!

Affecting mental, physical he

2024 (7\_5;( o — ,1

option.

command

Platforms including TikTok, X and YouTube to come within
the scope of the legislation, says Minister. Reutersfile
C

D MOVE 20TH CENTURY RESPONSE TO 21sT CENTURY CHAITENGES

alth: Australia to ban social media for children under 16

pressed support for aban.

There will be no exemptions
for children who have parental
consent. or who already have ac-
counts. “The onus will be on so-
cial media platforms to demon-
strate they are taking reasonable
steps to prevent access.”
Albanese said. “The onus won't
be on parents or young people.”

“What we are announang
here and what we will legislare
will be truly world leading.”
Communications  Minster
Michelle Rowland said. Rowland
said platforms impacted would

include Meta Platforms’
Instagram and Facebook. as well
as Bytedance's TikTok and Elon

N\

Musikc's X Alphaber's YouTube
fekos —
TikTok deciined w comment.
while Meta. Alphaber and X &d
notrespond D quenes.
The Digial Indusy Gom 2
representative body winch o- ‘Trance \ast year proposed 2
dudes Meta. TikTok X ané  banonsocal media forthoseun-
Alphaber's Google as members.  der 15, though wsers were 2D ©
sidthemeasrecouldancumas  avoid the ban with paresizl con-
young people to explore darker. sent The Unired States has for
unreguiated parts of the m=mex. decades required techno\ogy
while QUITING their ACESS D COMPAMES 10 seek pareni2l oor-
port networks. “Keeping young Sent D access the datz of cniidren
peoplesafeonlfinesamppnorty  under 13, \eading T MOST SOG2
_ but the proposed ban for media plaforms bannmg those
teenagers o access digial plat- under that age fTom accessing
forms is 2 20th Century response  thear sennces.

© N Commury challenges”™ sad
THQ craef Scrmma Bose ™ _ weneed.
© 2= a balanced 2pproach ©

build dgal neracy and proec.
voung people from onlne
harm” she added
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PM -Vidyalaxmi: A yet another ‘Modi Kee Guarantee’ for learners
The Government has initiated this financial aid programme to harness the potential of the youth from the weaker sections

i A T , & m:’ ment the two of cal/professional education in
ndia has the largegtinum- The Central G has  d i ﬁl h = mhd:lcl!mﬂf‘ Mantri  select quality Higher Education

Iber of millennials and Gen b x Shiksha P inIndia The newly
Zs in the world. This pop-

the Central launched scheme, apart from
c (G!S) mzhng quzl‘ny higher educa-

annual fami- and Credit Guar tion available to meritorious
higher education from !ht. lakhsand  Scheme (CGFS) for ﬁhﬁb; stm‘l:m(;mg will e?s: dlhe
current 28 cent to 50 t » covered tion loans, already offered impoune stress of students
cent by 203;”:: envisage ln N n

ulation constitutes a critical
mass for increasing GER in

ernment i the Ministry of Education. opting for loans and will enable
Working populton ntheage | PAGHAVENDRA P — ] ‘ : e e
ion e = g 5 i pro-  learning.
bracket of 15-64 is nenrly“g; TIWARI : t : . . o P e enia from  Kudos to PM Narendra Modi
per cent. The current demo-  demand the world over lwl on, e

approved institutions. and Education Minister
ic dividend will not be this trend will uml mb- PM Vidyalaxmi, in anutshell, Dharmendra Pradhan for
fofnlongerperiod as as skilling, uj ¢ d E- is an entirely new scheme launching a new learner-cen-
WW‘M\P"PN“ on will turn reskﬂllns V” | ‘l ; Cu:-‘ﬂwgmk launched for am owering tric scheme for spearheading
old and thus will become non-  required to ] e middle the implementation of NEP-
productive. Precisely for this evolving job it nmry financial  2020. PM Vidyalaxmi is in fact,
reason, PM Modi called the workplace. - ‘been made available  support for theedu- a confluence of Vidya, the
current time window in the  to the econo o 020207510 canon of their choice. The, Goddess of Knowledge, and
lifespan of Bharat the Amrit tion that the - d 7 lakh fresh stu- sdwmewillopmmmndgm Laxmi, the Goddess of Wealth!
and has given a clarion  nessed over th expected to get the with PM-USP to provide (The writer is Vice Chancellor,
al.l for ""'k‘"‘s'," “Viksit' by  ing_standa interest subven-  financial support to a{d&w Central University of Punjab,
reliant mea-  improve the above timeslot.  ing students to p\usue quality Bathinda; views are
i will supple- higher education and techni- personal)

o
Sklllrd youth are in high education n orious stu X M(o PM-!
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Related News CISCE To Collaborate With

Preparing For JEE Main 2025?

Explore IIT Kanpur's 45-Day Government SChOOIS To Enhance
Crash Course > e
Education Quality

Explained: Why Early Education The initiative will see CISCE's Schools of Excellence share their methodologies with

Matters government schools to strengthen teaching quality.
Reported by: J Sam Daniel Stalin  Edited by: Rahul Kumar Education Nov 08, 2024 01:01am IST @
US Business School Tops Read Time: 2 mins A share | [ Q)

Global Rankings For Research
Impact On Management

Trending News

1 Justice Sanjiv Khanna
Sworn In As 51st Chief
Justice Of India

In a significant step towards bridging educational divides, schools affiliated with the

4 Onion Prices R_'-SG L RS_SO Council for the Indian School Certificate Examination (CISCE) are set to collaborate with
Per Kg In Delhi, Mumbai

nearby government schools in an initiative aimed at enhancing the quality of education

across India.
5 Yogendra Yadav's "Very
Sad Experience" With Air

B eh P The initiative, driven by CISCE as part of its corporate social responsibility (CSR) efforts,

will see CISCE's Schools of Excellence share their methodologies with government
schools to strengthen teaching quality and infrastructure. CISCE's CEO, Dr Joseph
ﬁ SHOPPING Emmauel, in an exclusive conversation with NDTV, said, "The National Education Policy
talks about school complexes or clusters of schools where sharing and caring are
promoted among neighbourhood schools. Our centres of excellence will pass on their

best practices in the locality. All stakeholders, students, heads of schools, parents, and

school management collaborate to learn from each other and promote best practices."

Samsung Galaxy $23 Ultra . . . . I
5G Al Smartphone (Green,.. Tamil Nadu has witnessed a surge in schools adding or switching to the CISCE stream.

75,099 amazonin The Madras Christian College Association plans to launch one. Dr P Wilson, the Principal
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realme NARZO 70x 5G (Ice
Blue, 6GB RAM,128GB...

713,498 amazonin
(25% off)

and Secretary, attributes this shift to "its extensive syllabus structure with greater
emphasis on practical learning, its pan-India presence, and relatively high global

recognition."

Dr Joseph denies that this is poaching. "We are at the forefront of bringing innovative
practices. We have a global connection, so the best practices from across the world can
be brought into the country's schools. Naturally, schools across the country are

attracted," he added.

As part of its commitment to inclusivity and innovation, CISCE offers schools the flexibility
to align with the state government's policy. However, it allows students to learn up to
three languages, adhering to the National Education Policy's (NEP) three-language
formula. Dr Emmanuel clarified that no language is compulsory, respecting regional
preferences like Tamil Nadu's stance against the three-language requirement, calling the

system an imposition of Hindi.

CISCE's CEOQ is in Chennai to participate in the Inter-Board School
Principals Conference at Christwood School. Dr Alfred
Devaprasad, the school's CEQ, said, "With the changing global landscape in education,

we felt it was time to discuss with senior educationists across the spectrum of school

boards ways to align education to meet global standards."

Track Education News, Exam updates , Campus, Study Abroad related

news live on NDTV.com School Education, Education
News, Council For Indian School
Y W NN Certificate Examination
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AMU fraternity, Oppn welcome SC verdict

HT Correspondents defined in the presentjudgment.  ical documents tolegal expertsin Muslims of India. The 1967 judge-
Talking to the media, professor  the case, said: “The judgmenthas  ment had rejected minority status
letters@hindestantimes.on Khatoon said that the university  validated the claims of the AMU _ of #AMU when in fact it was, Arti-
NEW DELHI/AGRA: The Allgarh will discuss the matter with its community which had always  cle 30 states that minorities have
“Muslim University (AMU) frater-  legal team and examineit. “Every-  maintained that the case should  the right to establish and adminis-
nity on Friday welcomed the sev-  body honours SC orderand so do be decided based on historicalevi- ter their educational institutions
en-member Supreme Courtcon- ~ we, butwearenotinapositionto  dence on the identity of those  in a manner that they deem fit,”
stitutional bench's ruling on the comment on judgment right organisations and individuals he posted on X, adding that the
institute’s minority status, saying  now,” she said. who had envisaged the idea ‘“right of minorities to educate
' that it “reaffirms the foundation Secretary ofthe AMU Teachers  behind this institution and themselves has been upheld”.
principles on which the institu-  Association (AMUTA), Moham-  worked for its establishment”, The BJP, meanwhile, main-
tionwas established". Vice chan-  mad Obaid Siddiqui, said: “The Professor Faizan Mustafa, a  tained that the issue of AMU’s
cellor Naima Khatoon, however, judgment reaffirms the idea constitutional law expert and  minority status would be decided
said the universitywill discussthe  behind the establishment of the fonnerreglstmrofAMU whohad byalarger bench.
matter with its legal team for the  institution for fulfilling educa- filed this case in the SC in his “Till then, AMU will have the
next course of action. tional aspirations, while also  ex-officio position, told PTL “Itisa minority status,” BJP spokesper-
Bya4-3majority, the Supreme  maintaining its commitment to comprehensive win for minority  son Syed Shahnawaz Hussain
Court on Friday overturned its  an inclusive enwmmnentsemng rightsin generaland AMU in par- ~ said, adding, “There has been alot
1967 decision in the Azeez Basha - all sections of society.” ticular.” of discussions regarding it. When
case that denied minority status Rahat Abrar, historian and All India Majlis-e-Ittehadul  you take help from the central
for the AMU, holding thatitssta-  former director of AMU's Urdu ~ Muslimeen (AIMIM) MP Asadud-  government, the rules which are
tus would need to be reassessed  Academy who played a promi-  din Owaisi, too, welcomed the  followed everywhere should be
based on principlesand direction  nent rolein providing vital histor- ~ order.“Itis an importantday for = followed there also.”
4 T
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Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Friday, by a 4-3 majority,
overturned its 1967 decision in
the Azeez Basha case that
denied minority status for the
Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU), holding that AMU's sta-
tus would need to be reassessed
based on principles and direc-
tion defined in the present judg-
ment.

Marking a turning point in
‘how institutions with potential
‘minority character could be
interpreted under the Indian '
Constitution, the majority opin-
ion, authored by Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chan-
drachud on his last working day
before demitting office, pro-
vided a detailed framework for
assessing whether an institution -
‘qualifies as minority-owned and
administered under Article

30(1), while adding that AMU's

minority status will be exam-
ined afresh by a new bench on
factors such as its historical
context, administrative struc-
ture and the intentions of its
founders. _
In 1967, the Azeez Basha

judgment by a five-judge bench

- had declared that AMU was nei-
ther established nor adminis-
tered by a Muslim minority
community, disqualifying it
from minority status under.
Article 30. Parliament subse-
quently amended the AMU Act
in 1981 to recognise AMU's ori-
gins within the Muslim commu-
nity, but a 2006 Allahabad hi
court decision invalidated these

amendments, leading to
¢ continued on-37

ON GRANTS

Receiving grants or land from State does not strip
an institution of its minority character.

ON ‘INSTITUTE OF NATIONAL

IMPORTANCE' TAG

Declaring AMU as an institute of national
importance cannot negate its minority status.

ON ADMINISTRATION

Minarity institutions can have flexibility

in administration.

ON FUTURE CASES

Future cases on minority status to rely
on framework set out in AMU judgment.

ON FRESH ASSESSMENT

AMU's minority status to be assessed afresh \.

by a regular SC bench.

Delays, tweaks, no meeting of minds:

C ovemdes 1967 verdict that

removed AMU’s mmorlty tag
What the top court sal

L]
IF DECLARED A MINORITY INSTITUTION, AMU need
not reserve seats for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, Other Backward classes (OBC) and Economically
Weaker Sections (EWS).

Judge flags issues in dissenting view

Utkarsh Anand

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In a notable dissent
- in the Aligarh Muslim University
minonlypmﬂmstatus judgment, justice
Di Datta raised.concerns
regarding the internal processes
leading to the decision and the

“treatment of precedent, particu-
larly the lack of collaborative

engagement among the seven

judges involved. His opinion
expressed unease with how the
deliberative process unfolded
and raised caution about rushing
judgment.

Justice Datta’s critigue began

issuesin

by outlining procedural

the judgment drafting process. !

He noted that after'the Pﬂﬁﬁng (
ma—'%uﬁ

= coneluded or February 1,

he received the first draft of CJI
Dhananjaya Y Chandrachud's

51

Jjudgment only on October 17,
with just weeks remaining before
the November 10 deadline when
the CJIhad to demit office.

...it is only on 17th October,
2024, , that the draft opinion... was

-placed on my desk..,” he stated.

_ spoke of the
'ccessmg of that
owed, with s

changes even as ﬁle%udgment
neared its release date.

BAR BENCHBID

ITIS VICTORY OF
AMU, MINORITY

RIGHTS': VARSITY
HAILS JUDGMENT

HT Correspondents
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI/AGRA: The Aligarh
Muslim University fraternity on
Friday welcomed the Supreme
Court judgment on the institu-
tion’s minority status, saying it
reaffirms the principles on
which the university was
founded. Secretary of the AMU
Teachers Association (AMUTA),

Mohammad Obaid Siddiqui, said:
“The judgment reaffirms the idea
behind the establishment of the
institution for fulfilling educa-
tional aspirations, while also
maintaining its commitment to
an inclusive environment serving
all sections of society.” P10

FOND FAREWELL
T0 OUTGOING i

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Chief Justice of
India (CJI) Dhananjaya Y Chan- |
drachud has said that trying to'
make a difference in the lives of
the common man was what
made him tick as a judge for the
past 24 years.

was his last day in..
a%r demit office on

Sunday. P10
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"Global exchange focuses on

Meghna.Dhulia@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Anannual thought exchange fes-
tival, RISE (Re-Imagining School Education),
is back in the city with its second edition.

‘The two-day event, which started on Fri-
day, focuses on aligning school education
with the sustainable development goals of
the United Nations.

Theevent, which will unite experts, edu-
cators and students to explore the intersec-
tion of artificial intelligence, inclusivity
and global citizenship ineducation,isbeing
presented by Alliance Francaise de Delhi,
in collaboration with One Teacher One Sci-
entist. Curated by author and educationist

Vaishali Gupta, RISE 2024 will delve into
AT’s transformative impact on education,
emphasising themes such aseyber security,
inclusivity and gender sensitivity inandbe-
yond classrooms. i

- “India is uniquely positioned to levera-
gedigitaltechnologiesand Alto deliver pro-

1e development goals from aspirations into
* tangible realities. India's technological ca-
pabilities, innevative spirit and commit-
menttoinclusivedevelopmentmakeit akey
player in achieving these global objectives.
So, let me conclude by saying if we are wor-
king together, then we can achieve the go-

ny at Alliance Francaise in Lodhi Estate.

Talkingabouthow importantitistoadd-

_ ress challenges that come with innovation,

Dr Thierry Mathou, the French ambassa-

dortoIndia, said: “TnParis,Thad an extensi-
ve discussion with my President regarding
 theupcoming AISummitinFeb. France has

extended an invitation to India to co-chair
' theevent, and hopefully, we will have theIn-
 dian Prime Minister visiting us for it. Alis
- driving profound changes in our lives, and

* and unprecedented challenges. It is essenti-
al that we focus on ensuring inclusivity, sa-

~ curity and safety as Al evolves. Our excep-

tional relationship makes India the right

partner for meeting innovation challenges

school education in Al age

| sperity at a global level. As the UN secreta- -
| ry-general has rep tedly emphasised du-

ring his visits to India, our country hasthe
potential to transform the global sustainab- a2

al,”said Shombi Sharp, UN resident coordi-
nator in India, at the inauguration ceremo- .

‘nology comes from the minds that create

‘sharpness of the human mind, then its va-

“with these rapid advancements come new

feguarding creativity ‘and maintaining se-

~

REIMAGINING TION

such as artificial intelligence.”
He added, “The France-India 2047 Hori-
zonroadmap, whichwas concluded last year,

“is a key pillar of our strategic partnership,

underscoring the importance of innovation
at the heart of our collaboration. Both Fran-
ceand India are committed to joining forces

- to leverage science, technological innova-

tion and academic coopera jon as drivers of
progressand self-reliance for our nations.”
Meenakshi Lekhi, former minister of
state for external affairs and culture, emp-
hasised the importance of leading techno-
logicaladvancements,ratherthanbeingled |
by them. “Today, we are discussing the im- |
pact of Al on education. However, it’s im-
portant to recognise that Al itself isa form
of education. The true intelligence of tech-

and shape it. If technology starts to dull the

lue. becomes questionable. Striking the
rightbalanceiscrucial,” shesaid. “Iwantto
bring up something which I normally joke
about. So, youask the AT, what arethequali-
ties of a woman, you get, pretty, good hair,
etc. Youaskaboutaman, itsayssmart, intel-
ligent, hard-working. The biases get picked

_up by what was fed. And if all those biases

get fed into machine learning, you get the

‘ same algorithm. Now, to have a fair algo-

rithm, do we or do wenot need thelaw?”

&%
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Three judges dissent, uphold 1967
g minority tag to AMU

rulin

g denyin

' Say Reference To A 7-J Bench

By A 2-JBench Is Bad In Law

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Three judges on
the ' seven-judge  bench
penned powerful dissents to
the CJI D Y Chandrachud-
authored majority opinion
on behalf of four judges and
were unanimous that the
1967 Azeez Basha judgment
had correctly decided that
Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) was not a minority
educational institution.
© Justices Surya Kant, Di-
pankar Datta and Satish
C Sharma faulted the deci-
sion of a two-judge bench in
1981 to directly refer the
dispute over the minority
characterof AMUtoaseven-
judge ‘bench and called
thisjudicial indiscipline,
They said the 1967 judg-
ment correctly stated that to
earnminority tag, an educa-
tional institution must be
both established and man-
aged by the minority com-
munity, which was found to
be lacking in AMU, which
was incorporated as a uni-
versity in 1920 by law
. passed by the ix'nperijll par-
liament and subsequently
amended in1951and 1965.

On the reference to a sev-
en-judge bench, which the
majority opinion termed
valid, Justice Datta asked,
“If tomorrow a two-judge
bench doubts the ‘basic
structure doctrine’  pro-
pounded by a 13-judge bench
in Kesavananda Bharati
case, can it directly refer the
issuetoals-judge bench?”

Justice Kant, in his 102-
page opinion, analysed the
two crucial parameters —
establish and administer —
relating to an educational
institution getting ‘minori-
ty tag’ under Article 30(1).
He said to prove that an edu-
cational institution was ‘es-
tablished’ by the minority
community, its mere estab-
lishment by the minority
community would not be
enough as it must be further
proved that it was for the
benefit of that community;

Ontheadministration is-
sue, Justice Kant said, “The
core part of administration,
both de jure and de facto,
of the institution must re-
main in control of the mi-
nority community.. it must
belargely free from external
control . and. must have
broad autonomy to mould

{

The “Tinw «96 Indie ( 0T November 202y, fape Mo = )3

The three

; ; R o
dissenting judges said the 1967 judgment correctly stated that

to earn minority tag, an educational institution must be both established
and managed by the minority community, which was found to be lacking
in AMU, which was incorporated as a university in 1920 hy a law passed
by the imperial parfiament and subsequently amended in 1951 and 1965

the institution’s function-
ing and administration as
per the idea of what would
be best for the community,”
Sounding a caution
againstatwo-judge bench re-
ferring the issue directly toa
seven-judge bench, Justice
Kant said this “would dilute
theauthority and position of
the Chief Justice of India”.
Justice Datta was categor-
ical in saying that “AMU was
neither established by any re-
ligious community, nor is it
administered by a religio
community which/is re -
ed as a minority
Hence, AMU does hot quali
asaminority institutio3

He said that protection
of Article 30(1) of the
Constitution was not availa-
ble to AMU and rejected the
university’s claim for mi-
nority tag, saying its argu-
ments had no historic, legal,
factual or logical basis.

Justice Datta said from
the evidence and the doeu-
ments put before the court,
“it is clear that the Muslim
community had no inten-
tion to administer AMU
which was left to be worked
outasperthe AMU Act”.

{"AMU is a creature of a

stafute and is engaged in

discharging public duties,
By passage of time, AMU

happens to be one of the

foremost central universi- |

ties in the country.It is, how-
ever, entirely dependent
on finances allgcated by
the central govt. It is manda-
torily required to function
asperthe AMU Actas well as
provisions of other enact-
ments. There can, thus, be
no doubt that AMU is an Ar-
ticle 12 authority (a govt es-

“tablished entity),” he said.

As it isa government en-
tity admissions to AMU
must be based on merit and
provide for reservations to
students belonging to Sched.-
uled Castes, . Scheduled
Tribes, OBC and EWS cate-
gories, Justice Datta said.

In his “neutral” opinion,
Justice Sharma laid down pa.

rametersfor determiningmi-

nority character of an educa-
tional institution and said
Protection to minority educa-
tional institutions under Ar-
ticle 30(1) was meant only to
prevent discrimination and
preferential treatment to
non-minority institutions.
“To assume that the mi-
norities of the country re-
quire some ‘safe haven’ for
attaining = education = and
knowledge is wholly. incor-
rect. The minorities of the
country have not just joined

| the mainstream but comprise

an important facet of the
mainstream itself,” he said. A
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/CJI: No miftority tag ifa comn
institute’s administration after

»Continued from P1

7§ “his finding will favour
the petitioners in plac-
ing their proposition

that Aligarh Muslim Univer-

sity (AMU) is a minority
educational institution.
Elaborating on the com-
ponents of action to prove
thatan institution wasestab-
lished by the minority com-
munity to get the protection
under Article 30(1) of the

Constitution, the CJI said,

“The_jndicia of ideation,
1

“tion must e satisfied. First,

the idea for establishing an

educational®™  institution

must have stemmed from a

DPerson or group belonging to

e mino‘ritycommunity
_ “Second, the educational
institution must be establish-
ed predominantly for benefit
of minority community; and
third, steps for implementa-
tion of the idea must have
been taken by the member(s)
of theminority community”
Article 30(1) states, “All
minorities, whether based
onreligionorlanguage, shall
have the right to establish
and administer educational
institutions of their choice.”

After stipulating eriteria

for proving establishment of

an educational institution

by a minority community;

the CJIturned totherequire-
mentsunder ‘establish’.
“The administrative set-

e an Rt R e

==-up of.the educationalgnsti--

tution must elucidate and af.
firm (i) the minority charac-
ter of the educational insti-
tution; and (ii) that it was es-
tablished to protect and
bromote the interests of the
minority community,” he
said. If a minority commu-

tional institutions, with
which nolaw could interfere,

“Additionally, a linguis-
tic or religious minority
which has established an
educational institution re-
ceives the guarantee of grea-

Incorporation of Muhammadan Anglo-Oriental

ConegeintoAMtlinlszowasalgued

as reason for the insti

by the govt

minority
tag. Following the 1967 SC judgment, Allahabad
H(:stmckdmvnuuslimresemtioninmuln

2005, prompting

challengesﬁ:ommeyni\gersity, ‘

Mtsﬁmpeﬁtionersandklamcorgamsam‘

nity relinquishes adminis-
tration of an educational in-
stitution after establishing
it, the same cannot get mi-
nority tag, the CJTsaid.

.. Themajorityopinion said

AFticle-80(1)- was. a Hion-dig=

criminatory provision guar-
anteeing special rights to mi-

ter autonomy in administra-

tion. This is the ‘special
rights’ reading of the provi-
sion,” itadded, b
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“hority-communities to estab-
" lish and administer educa:

nunity cedes
setting it up

before 1950, when the Consti-
tution came intoforce; - i

Incorporation of Muham- :

- madan Anglo-Oriental Col-
lege, established in 1877, into
Aligarh Muslim University
in1920 was argued by the govt
as amajor reason behind the
institution losing its minori-
tytag. The Act was amended
in 1951 and 1965, both of

which were upheld by the |

SC’sfivejudgebenchin1967. -
Based on the 1967 judg-

ment, Allahabad HC in 2005

had struck down reservation

by AMU along with a bunch
of other Muslim petition
and Islamicorganisatiotfs.
Countering the s6asoning
of Basha judgment, the ma-
Jority opinion said, “Incorpo-
ration of the uniyersity
would not ipso fa ead to
surrendering of.#Hie minority

character of "the institution, |

Circumstances surrounding
the conversion of a teaching
college to a teaching universi-
ty must be viewed to identify
if the minority character of
the institution was 'surren-
dered upon the conversion.
“The court may on a holi-
sticreading of the statutory
provisions relating to the
dministrative set-up of
the educational institution
deduce if the minority
character or the purpose

~ quished upon ineorporation.

~for Muslim students in
" Thiswaschallenged mth'é‘s%

- of establishment was *m]jy




Melbourne: Australia’s ‘sta-
tes and territories on Friday
unanimously backed a natio-
nalplan torequire mostforms
of social media to bar child-
ren younger than16.

‘Leaders of the eight provin-
ces held a virtual meeting with
PM Anthony Albanese to dis-
cuss what he calls a world-first
national approach that would
make platforms including X,
TikTok, Instagramand Faceho-
ok responsibleforenforcingthe
age limit. “Social media is do-
ing social harm to our young
Australians,” Albanese told re-
porters. “The safety and men-

e

&

tal health of our young people
hastobeapriority” The govtle-
aders had been discussing for
months setting alimit, conside-
ring options from 14 to 16 years
of age. While Tasmania would
have preferred 14, the state was
prepared to support 16 in the in-
terests of achieving national
uniformity, Albanesesaid.
Thelegislation willbeintro-
duced into parliament within

two weeks, and the ageban wo-

uld takeeffecta year afterit pas-
ses intolaw, giving platforms ti-
me to work out how to exclude
children, The govt has yet to of-

fer atechnical solution. The de-

Nevember o ¢ . /%% Ne - |9

gislation will pass the Senate,
The minor Greens

was critical, saying the ban wo-

uld prevent the emergence in

Australia of future child envi.
ronmental activists like Swe-

den’s Greta Thunberg,
More than 140 aecademics
i with expertise in fields related
4 : | Bl i totechnology and child welfare
LI IR B : k- SR Kl y signedanopen IettertoAlbane.
M Anthony Albanese plans a world-first national approach that would make  se last month opposing a social
platforms including X, TikTok, Insta & FB responsible for enforcingage limit ~ media agelimitas “toobluntan
_ ) instrument to address risks ef.
lay is also intended to allow ti- has given in-principle sup- fectively” Critics say most tee-
metoaddress privacy concerns port to the 16-year age limit nagersaretech savvyeﬂqughto
around age verificafion. since it was announced on get around such law's. Some feo-
Themain opposition party Thursday, suggesting the le- ar the ban will create conflicts
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withinfamilies and drive social
mediaproblems underground.
Meta, which owns Facebo- 1
ok and , argues that |
stronger tools in app stores and |
operating systems for parents |
tocontrolwhat apps theirchild- |
ren can use would be a “‘simple
and effective solution,” J
The govt likens the propos- |
ed social media age limit to the
laws that restrict the sale of ale-
ohol to adults aged 18 and older
across Australia. Children still
find ways todrink, but theproh- |
ibition remains. “We think the-
selaws willmakeareal positive
difference,” the PM said. ap
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Ministry of Education

Azadl Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

Q/Iinistry of Education and its Autonomous Bodies successfully
Z¢onclude Special Campaign 4.0 and mark its achievement and
m best practices

Posted On: 09 NOV 2024 9:24PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, is proud to announce the successful completion of
Special Campaign 4.0, with active participation from all Autonomous Bodies and schools across the country. Inspired by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision to improve workplace efficiency and institutionalize cleanliness (Swachhata), the campaign
focused on key objectives such as disposal of public grievances and public grievances appeals, reducing pendency, record
management and promoting the optimum utilization and beautification of office spaces.

Launched on 2" October , 2024 the campaign has led to significant, focused improvements, contributing to a cleaner, more
organized, and efficient work environment. This initiative has not only enhanced the physical spaces but also fostered a culture of
sustainability and responsibility towards the environment across institutions and schools nationwide.

In addition to the on-ground efforts, extensive awareness campaigns were carried out through social media platforms under the
hashtag #SpecialCampaign4. These campaigns successfully garnered widespread attention and encouraged greater public
engagement, furthering the message of cleanliness and organizational efficiency. Through these combined efforts, the campaign
has left a lasting impact on both the work environment and the overall experience for staff members.

Key achievements during Special Campaign 4.0:

« A total of 2,90,845 cleanliness drives were organized by institutions and schools across the country, demonstrating enthusiastic
participation that reinforces the message of Swachhata and encourages others to join in the mission.

« Over 1,44,000 square feet of space was cleared, generating more than Rs. 40 lakhs in revenue as a join effort by the Department
and its Autonomous Bodies.

« During this period, 887 out of 904 Public Grievances (98.11%), 253 out of 273 MP References (92.7%), 30 out of 33 State
Government References (91%), 3 out of 4 PMO References (75%), and 5 out of 6 Parliament Assurances (83.3%) were disposed
of.

« A comprehensive Records Management initiative was undertaken, fully meeting the target. A total of 61,100 physical files and
1,367 e-Files were reviewed i.e. 100% of the target. The review exercise resulted in the weeding out of 40,244 physical files and
the closure of 893 e-Files.

« One of the best practices under Special Campaign 4.0 is the sustainability initiatives to foster awareness of environment related
issues as well as environment friendly behaviour. These initiatives include the installation of eco-friendly benches made of
recycled plastic and rejuvenation of the garden area at Gate No. 6 of Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. The corridors have been
adorned with paintings by Mouth and Foot Painting Artists etc. in collaboration with Bisleri International under its CSR
Programme.

« Students have been educated on environmentally friendly habits aligned with the “3R” formula: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle in
schools across the nation under Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE. They also learned to create art and craft from waste materials and
design practical items from repurposed materials.

The achievements of Special Campaign 4.0 at the Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSE&L) highlight its dedication
to establishing an efficient, well-organized, cleaner, and supportive workplace for employees. DoSE&L is steadfast in its goal to
deliver effective public service and create positive community impact.
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Accessibility for disabled persons is
a fundamental right, rules top court

The court asks the government to enable the creation of public and private spaces, services and products of an ‘universal

design’ which could be accessed by everyone; inclusion_ should be integrated into the design process from the start, it says

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW'DELHI

he Supreme Court
T has confirmed that

disabled persons’
right to access environ-
ments, services and oppor-
tunities is an essential hu-
man ‘and fundamental
right which has hardly
been realised on the
ground.

Chief Justice of India D.Y.
Chandrachud, in a judg-
ment on November 8, qu-
oted that disability was a
tragedy only if society
failed to provide people
with disabilities things es-
. sential to lead their lives.

The court recorded that
~ while Delhi had 3,775 low-
| floor wheelchair-accessible
CNG buses for public tran-
sport, Tamil Nadu had only
1,917 such buses. In Mum-
bai, while newer facilities
such as the Andheri Metro
Station met accessibility
standards, older buildings
such as the Bombay Art
Gallery did not offer even

basic features such as ac-
cessible restrooms for per-
sons with disabilities.

Overlooked needs

The Supreme Court said
society did not even bother
to enquire into the “right
to relationships” of per-
sons with disabilities.

“The emotional and re-
lational challenges faced
by PwDs [people with dis-
abilities], particularly re-
garding access to love, de-
sire, and intimacy...
Emotional needs, such as
privacy and self-pleasure,

are often overlooked, leav-

ing disabled individuals,

Q Emotional
needs, such as
| privacyand :

self-pleasure, are often
overlooked, leaving
disabled individuals,
without private spaces to

i express these needs

D.Y. CHANDRACHUD
Chief Justice of India

especially those living with
families, without private
spaces to express these
needs,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud said.

The judgment is based
on a report submitted by
the Centre for Disability
Studies, NALSAR Universi-
ty of Law.

The study assessed the
situation on the ground
and had recommended

prescribing  accessibility
standards were not even
mandatory by nature, lead-
ing to their “dismal” com-
pliance at the ground level.

The judgment directed
the government to issue
fresh Rules with mandato-
ry standards for accessibili-
ty within three months.

‘Essential prerequisite’
“Accessibility is not merely
a convenience, but a fun-

- damental requirement for

enabling individuals, par-
ticularly those with disabil-
ities, to exercise their
rights fully and equally...
Accessibility is an integral
part of life equality, free-
dom, and human dignity...
Accessibility was not a
standalone right. It isan es-
sential prerequisite for
PwDs to exercise other

steps to ensure compliance  rights meaningfully,” Chief

with accessibility stan- Justice Chandrachud

dards for people with underscored.

disabilities. The court said disability
The court found thatas- s not inherent in the per-

pects of the Rights of Per-  son, but is created by ex-

sons with Disabilities Rules  ternal factors such as phys-
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ical, organisational, and
attitudinal barriers. It drew
the government’s attention
to the “social model of dis-
ability” concept, - which
holds that the focus must
be on removing societal
barriers rather than “fix-
ing” individuals.

The court asked the go-
vernment to enable the
creation of public and priv-
ate spaces, services and
products of an “universal
design” which could be ac-
cessed by everyone, re-
gardless of their ability,
age, or status. “Inclusion
should be integrated into
the design process from
the very beginning, rather
than as an afterthought...
When introducing any new
service, product, or fea-
ture - whether physical or
functional - accessibility
must be considered at the
inception stage. It is far
more efficient to integrate
accessibility from the start
than to make adjustments
later,” Chief Justice Chan-
drachud pointed out.

4.3 lakh govt.
officials brush |
up skills with
online courses

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

4 8
Around 4.3 lakh govern-
ment officials participated
in the Karmayogi Saptah,
or National Learning
Week, and took online
courses centred on citizen-
centric governance, digital
fluency, and Indic Know-
ledge System, a govern-
ment statement said.

The skill development
initiative  was. organised
from October 19 to 29.

The prominent speakers
included Sri Sri Ravi Shan-
kar, who spoke on “Secrets

- of living a stress-free life”,

M.K. Sridhar. who ‘spoke |
on the National Education |

Policy, Dr. Soumya Swami-
nathan, who elaborated on
“India public health to-
wards Viksit Bharat”, B.K.
Shivani, Kris Gopalakrish-
nan, David Frawley, Ragha-

va Krishna and Amritan-

shu Pandey.

Through lively discus-

sions of the Karmayogi
Saptah, participants
gained new insights and
tools, preparing them for
the future of governance in

a rapidly evolving world/
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Ministry of Education
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Amrit Mahotsav

National Education Day 2024

Building a Brighter Tomorrow Through Education

Posted On: 10 NOV 2024 7:08PM by PIB Delhi

We want to develop an education system so that the youth of our country don t need to go abroad. Our middle-class families need not spend lakhs

and crores of rupees. Not only that, we also want to create such institutions that attract people from abroad to come to Bharat instead.

~ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi
Introduction

National Education Day is celebrated on November 11 every year in honor of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of
independent India and a prominent educationist. This day highlights the importance of education in shaping India's future. With 65% of the
nation's population under the age of 35, it is crucial to provide them with opportunities for quality education and skills development. The
Government of India is dedicated to building strong education infrastructure that fosters the holistic development of students and empowers the
youth to drive the nation towards progress.

Transforming India through Education

The Government of India has taken significant strides to promote access to education through various initiatives and constitutional provisions.
The introduction of free primary education, reinforced by the 86th Amendment of the Constitution through Article 21-A, guarantees free and
compulsory education for children aged six to fourteen as a Fundamental Right. The Rights to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which came into
effect on April 1, 2010, further supports this by ensuring that every child receives quality elementary education in a formal school that meets
prescribed norms. These legal frameworks, backed by government schemes and initiatives, reflect India’s commitment to building an inclusive
and equitable educational system for all.

NEP 2020: Under the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Union Cabinet of India approved the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 on July 29, 2020. The NEP seeks to overhaul India's education system to better align with the needs of the 21st century, fostering a
more inclusive and forward-thinking approach.m
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NAaTtionAL EpucATioN Policy 2020

Best Practices from States & Union Territories

DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL EDUCATION & LITERACY, MINISTRY OF EDUCATION, GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

PM SHRI: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved the PM SHRI Schools (PM Schools for Rising India) scheme on 7t September 2022.
The initiative aims to strengthen over 14,500 schools across India, showcasing the components of the National Education Policy 2020. The
scheme will foster quality education, cognitive development, and 21st-century skills in students. With a total project cost of 327,360 crore, it will

be implemented over five years (2022-2027), with a central share of 318,128 crore.”

Samagra Shiksha: Aligned with the NEP 2020 recommendations, Samagra Shiksha aims to provide quality education with an inclusive and
equitable classroom environment for all children, addressing their diverse backgrounds and needs. The scheme, launched on April 1, 2021, will
continue for five years, ending on March 31, 2026. It focuses on fostering active participation and enhancing academic abilities across various

5
student groups.[ !

PRERNA: Launched its pilot phase from January 15, 2024, to February 17, 2024, at a vernacular school in Vadnagar, Gujarat. The initiative is a
week-long residential program designed for selected students from class IX to XII. It aims to offer an experiential and inspirational learning
experience, blending heritage with innovation through state-of-the-art technology. Each week, a batch of 20 students (10 boys and 10 girls) from
across the country will participate in the program.[é]

ULLAS: Also known as Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram (New India Literacy Programme - NILP), ULLAS was launched by the Government
of India for the period FY 2022-2027. This centrally sponsored initiative aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and aims to
empower adults aged 15 and above, especially those who missed out on formal schooling. The program seeks to enhance their literacy, enabling
them to better integrate into society and actively contribute to the nation's development.m

NIPUN Bharat: The National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) was launched by the
Department of School Education & Literacy on 5th July 2021. The mission aims to ensure that every child in the country achieves foundational

literacy and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, with a target completion by 2026-27."

Vidya Pravesh: The VIDYA PRAVESH guidelines for the Three-month Play-based School Preparation Module for Grade-I children were
released on 29th July 2021. The initiative aims to provide a warm and welcoming environment for children entering Grade-I, ensuring a smooth
transition and fostering a positive learning experience.[q]

Vidyanjali: The School Volunteer Management Program, launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 7th September 2021, aims to
enhance the quality of education in schools by fostering community involvement, and encouraging contributions from corporate social

responsibility (CSR) initiatives and the private sector across the country.[w]

DIKSHA: It was launched on 5th September 2017 by Hon’ble Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu. The platform aims to enhance
teacher training and professional development by accelerating innovative solutions and experiments in education. DIKSHA empowers states and
Teacher Education Institutes (TEIs) with the flexibility to customize the platform to meet their specific needs, benefiting teachers, teacher

il
educators, and student teachers across the country.

SWAYAM Plus: SWAYAM Plus, which was officially launched on 27th February 2024 by Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon'ble Minister of
Education. The initiative seeks to revolutionize higher education and improve employability by implementing an innovative credit recognition
system for industry-relevant courses, emphasizing skill development, employability, and forging stronger industry partnerships.m]

NISHTHA: The NISHTHA (National Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic Advancement), launched by the Ministry of Education
on 21st August 2019, aims to enhance the professional development of 42 lakh elementary teachers and school heads. In response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the program was transitioned to NISHTHA-Online on 6th October 2020, delivered through the DIKSHA platform. Building on this
success, in 2021-22, NISHTHA 2.0 was launched for secondary school teachers, while NISHTHA 3.0, focusing on Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy, was introduced on 7th September 2021 [

NIRF Ranking: The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), launched by the Ministry of Education on 29th September 2015,
marked a pivotal step toward enhancing the quality and accessibility of higher education in India. NIRF introduced a structured and transparent
system for assessing and ranking universities, colleges, and other institutions, fostering healthy competition and encouraging improvements in

. . [14]
education and infrastructure. 60
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PM-Vidyalaxmi scheme: The Union Cabinet, led by Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the PM-Vidyalaxmi scheme to support
meritorious students by providing financial assistance for quality higher education. This scheme offers education loans for students admitted to
the top 860 institutions across India, benefiting over 22 lakh students each year. With a budget allocation of Rs. 3,600 crore from 2024-25 to
2030-31, the scheme aims to assist an additional 7 lakh students. Implemented through a fully digital, transparent, and student-centric platform,
PM-Vidyalaxmi ensures easy access and smooth interoperability for students nationwide."”

Investing in Education for a Brighter Future"”

India’s path to global leadership is closely linked to the strength of its education system. To expand access to quality education and build a
resilient learning environment, the Department of School Education & Literacy has been allocated a record %73,498 crore in the FY 2024-25
budget. This represents a substantial increase of 12,024 crore (19.56%) over the Revised Estimate for FY 2023-24, highlighting the
government’s commitment to bolstering the education sector.

Notably, the highest-ever allocations have been made to key autonomous bodies, with % 9,302 crore allocated to Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVS) and
¥ 5,800 crore to Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVS). This substantial investment reflects a clear intent to further elevate India’s education system.

For FY 2024-25, the Department of Higher Education's budget allocation is set at Rs. 47,619.77 crore, with Rs. 7,487.87 crore dedicated to
schemes and Rs. 40,131.90 crore for non-scheme expenses. This reflects a significant increase of Rs. 3,525.15 crore, or 7.99%, over the previous
fiscal year. Notably, the allocation for specific schemes has risen by Rs. 1,139.99 crore, underscoring a strengthened focus on targeted initiatives
within higher education.

Budget Allocation % Budget Allocation for [:-_‘I.
for Major Autonomous Bodies Major Schemes

FY2024-25

¥596.00Cr.

Deemead Universites

¥5,040.00Cr.
National Institutes of

Tocrnoiogy (NTs)

B255.00Cr.

T875.77Cr,
Indian ing
Scier

te ot

Increase in Enrolment in Higher Education Institutions: AISHE Report 2021-22""

The Ministry of Education, Government of India, released the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2021-2022 in January 2024.
Since its inception in 2011, AISHE has been collecting comprehensive data from all registered Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) across the
country, covering key parameters such as student enrolment, faculty, and infrastructure. The survey highlights significant improvements over the
years, reflecting the positive advancements in India’s education sector, with increased enrolment, enhanced inclusivity, and stronger
infrastructure, contributing to a more robust and dynamic higher education system.

Female enrolment has also shown remarkable growth, rising from 1.57 crore in 2014-15 to 2.07 crore in 2021-22, an increase of 32%. The
enrolment of students from disadvantaged groups, including SC, ST, OBC, and minorities, has grown significantly, with notable increases in
female enrolment across all categories. In 2021-22, the Gender Parity Index (GPI) reached 1.01, reflecting a consistent trend of more female
students enroling in higher education than males.
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In terms of fields of study, enrolment in STEM disciplines has seen a steady rise, with 98.5 lakh students enroled in UG, PG, and Ph.D. levels in
2021-22. Despite challenges, women are leading in disciplines such as Medical Science, Social Science, and Arts. The dropout rate at the

Press Release:Press Information Bureau

Number of Universities, Colleges

& Institutions (2021-22)

Total Universities/University
level Institutions: 1168

Total Colleges: 45,473
Standalone Institutions: 12002
Universities Established 3M
Since 201415

Women-Exclusive 17 Universities &
Institutions: 4,470 Colleges

Source: AISHE 202022

secondary level has also decreased significantly from 21% in 2013-14 to 13% in 2021-22.

In FY 2024-25, the Department of Higher Education saw a budget increase of 33,525.15 crore (7.99%) compared to FY 2023-24, underlining the
government's commitment to further strengthening the higher education sector and supporting inclusive growth.

Conclusion

Education holds the power to break barriers, open doors of opportunity, and empower individuals to contribute meaningfully to society. India’s
educational landscape has evolved significantly, building a robust system through continuous innovation and comprehensive reforms. By
embracing a holistic, 360-degree approach that integrates new ideas, technologies, and teaching methods, India is creating an environment where
youth can thrive, transforming them into key assets for the nation’s growth. As we honor the legacy of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, let us reaffirm

Student Enrolment

In Higher Education (2021-22)

Total Female
Enroiment Enrolment

4.33 2,07
G b

Increase of 91 lakh

since 2014-15 since 2014-15

Source: ASHE J00-22

Increase of 50 lakh

our commitment to education as the cornerstone of a brighter, more inclusive future for all.
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What is the status of NEP’s
implementation in Odisha?

Why did the previous Biju Janata Dal delay the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP)-2020?

How is the new system trying to increase the employability of students?

Satyasundar Barik

The story so far:
he Odisha government has
announced the roll-out of the
National Education Policy

(NEP)-2020 in the State’s higher

education sector. A new curriculum will
be introduced in all government
universities, and under-graduate students
will now enrol in a four year course
instead of three years. Additionally, to
increase employability of students, 112
multi-disciplinary courses, 14 vocational
courses, 56 value-added courses and 84
skill development courses have been
approved to be included in 40
undergraduate subjects.

Why hadn’t it been implemented yet?
Immediately after NEP-2020 was
unveiled, the previous Biju Janata Dal
government had convened a meeting by

inviting different stakeholders for its
implementation. It became clear that

“much work needed to be done before
rolling out the Policy.
- More than 40% of Odisha’s population
belongs to socially and economically
disadvantaged groups. There were issues
of infrastructure bottlenecks, shortage of
human resources and other technical
shortcomings which needed to be
addressed. Moreover, the NEP stresses

" research, flexible education, multiple
entry and exit options, four-year degrees
and one-year PG and so on; online
education is also a big part of the NEP.

Additionally, there was the question of

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER). In colleges
nationally, the GER is around 28. The NEP
talks about increasing the GER to 50%,
and Odisha is only at 22.1%. The
government would need to spend about
710,000- ¥12,000 crore in higher
education if NEP were to be

implemented. Currently, the State spends
only one-fourth of that. The NEP also says
that every student should have four credit
scores from a compulsory internship.
“The challenge is where one would intern
10 lakh students? Where are the

industries and institutions in Odisha? The

NEP says one cannot do an internship in
their current institution as the internship
has to be done in another institute. It is a
huge challenge to facilitate internship for
10 lakh students,” said Prof. Ashok Kumar
Das, former vice chairperson of Odisha
Higher Education Council, who was
involved in preparing the ground for NEP
during the previous government.

What has been done so far?

Prof. Das explains: “From 2022-23, we
had made serious efforts to prepare the
syllabus in accordance with NEP. ‘
Committees were formed on every
subject by drawing experienced faculties
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from all colleges and universities. After
preparation of syllabus, it was sent for
outside review. It has now come back,”
said Prof Das. “By early 2024, the
complete undergraduate syllabus,
incorporating skill and value-added
courses as well as a multidisciplinary
approach, was prepared,” he said.

Odisha has partnered with NASSCOM
for providing digital skills to students and
to also help students with internships.

~ The government would fund the
internship process and the university
would recognise marks obtained through
the same. However, conducting exams
online is still a big challenge. In Odisha,
there are only two Swayam centres where
examinations can be conducted. The
Centre for Distance and Online Education
(C.D.0.E) at Utkal University is currently
developing virtual tutorials for all :
undergraduate courses, which will be
available to students free of charge.
Experienced teachers are being engaged
to lead these sessions. Plans are
underway to expand the range of these
tutorials. In 2018, Odisha had started its
own research scheme christened the
Odisha University Research and
Innovation Incentivisation Plan (OURIIP)
under which young lecturers are provided
seed research funding either in college or
universities. Every year, 60 teaching
faculty are awarded %10 lakh seed funding
for research and around 300 fellowships

are given at ¥30,000 per month.
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NASSCOM for providing digital
skills to students and to also
help students with internships.




Séﬁools disa

“The Hida 1] Novembor 29 @ayuﬂo -2

filiated by CBSE

continue functioning as usual;
parents say they are unaware

Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

A few days have passed
since the Central Board of
Secondary Education
(CBSE) on November 6
withdrew affiliation to 16
schools in Delhi for allow-
ing ‘dummy admissions’ —
enrolling students who skip
school and attend classes at
coaching institutes to pre-
pare for competitive en-
trance examinations.

‘The development was
likely to cause concern
among students at these
schools. While the derecog-
nised schools have the op-
tion to reapply for affilia-
tion after working on the
| issues pointed out by the
CBSE, the process may take
up to a year. In the mean-
| time, while the students
from Classes 1 to 9 may not
be directly impacted, those
set to appear for their
Board examinations may
have little choice except to
shift to another school in
the middle of the year.

However, when The Hin-
du visited some of these
disaffiliated schools, which
are concentrated in Narela,
Nangloi, Alipur, and Mund-
ka, little sense of alarm was
felt among the students and
their parents. Most said
they did not know about

SGN Public School in Nangloi,
which is among the schools
disaffiliated by CBSE, had classes
as usual. ASHNABUTANI A
the punitive action, given
that the schools had not yet
changed or taken down the
signboards declaring their
affiliation with the CBSE or
posted notices outside
about the derecognition.
Rohit (name changed), a
Class 12 student enrolled in

- Khemo Devi Public School

in Narela, who was visiting
the school to complete a
formality, said he did not
know about the CBSE’s ac-
tion. Donning a cap bearing
the name of his coaching
institute from where he is
preparing for the JEE, Rohit
said he comes to school on-
ly to appear for Board ex-

‘ams based on the instruc-

tions from his institute in
Punjabi Bagh. ;

The school’s principal
was not available for

comment.
Outside Vivekanand
School in Narela, which has

also been disaffiliated and
where students could be
seen playing around, a pa-
rent said he had managed
to get both his children
‘dummy admissions” but re-
fused to,share any further
information. ;

* ‘A parent who had come
to pick up his child from Vi-
vekanand School’s kinder-
garten said, “If it is true that
the school has been disaffi-
liated, we will look for oth-
er schools in the area.”

Sudha Acharya, the prin-
cipal of ITL Public School
and president of the south-
west chapter of CBSE Saho-
daya, said, “The number of
schools offering dummy ad-
missions has increased af-
ter the Common University
Entrance Test [CUET] was
implemented because
there is no weightage given
to Board exams anymore.”

The Board had an-
nounced on November 6
that it had acted against a
total of 21 schools, five of
which are based in Rajas-
than, after conducting a se-
ries of surprise inspections
across the two States. Of
the 16 schools in the Capi-

__tal, six schools were down-

graded from senior secon-
dary to secondary level.

- i
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'Maulana Azad's real legacy is ....: ExX-NCERT Chief recalls on Azad Day

Maulana Abul Kalam’s legacy was legacy of freedom which must be not be celebrated but also
practiced, Padma Shri Prof. Krishna Kumar, Former Director National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), said on Azad Day Monday November 11, 2024

Monday November 11, 2024 7:12 PM, ummid.com News Network

Hyderabad: Maulana Abul Kalam's legacy was legacy of freedom which must be not be celebrated
but also practiced, Padma Shri Prof. Krishna Kumar, Former Director National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), said on Azad Day Monday November 11, 2024.

“Today if we were to not just lament the loss of contemplative space that university system
provide it we must exercise our right to review anything with freedom. This is the real
legacy of Maulana Azad, the legacy of freedom”, Prof. Kumar said while delivering the
Maulana Azad Memorial Lecture at Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU).

Speaking at the event to commemorate National Education Day, also known as Azad Day, Prof.
Kumar talking about the legacy of India’s first Edue&tion Minister, said:
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“It is not just freedom as a struggle against the foreign rule, it's also a legacy of exercise of
freedom in our life.”

"National Education Day"

National Education Day is an annual observance in India to commemorate the birth anniversary of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad on November 11.

Heaping praise on one of the frontal national leaders of India’s freedom movement, Prof Kumar said:

“He was one of those figures of the Indian freedom struggle who gave the country a vision
which no human being could have realized within a lifetime.”

"It's a universal vision for humanity and not just change as we normally talk about in the
context of great leaders", Prof Kumar said.

"Like any other values, Freedom also requires practice. If you don't practice freedom you
lose it. That is perhaps the best way to remember Maulana Abul Kalam Azad ", he said.

Delivering the Maulana Azad Memorial Lecture on the topic "Understanding Higher Education and its
current Predicament", at MANUU Hyderabad Prof Kumar said:

"Some focus education as a concept or idea and others focus it as a system. As a concept,
education carries ideals and values and as system it carries the weight of history and social
condition.”

Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan, Vice Chancellor, MANUU who presided over the lecture in his presidential
remarks while narrating the first story of "Panchtantra” said it is very difficult to make friends, and it
is possible in higher education and university systems where you come across a number of people
belonging to different walks of life, where you understand each other.

"It is crystal clear that higher education is important for every individual as it shapes your
persona and education’, he said.

Prof. Ishtiaque Ahmed, Registrar delivered the welcome address and Prof. Shugufta Shaheen, OSD 1
introduced the guest speaker whereas Prof Siddiqui Mohd Mahmood, OSD2 convened the
programme. Prof. Syed Alim Ashraf Jaisi, Chairperson, Azad Day Celebrations proposed vote of
thanks.

Earlier, Mohammed Rasheeduddin, Bureau Chief, the Siasat Urdu Daily and Wajeed Ullah Khan,
Senior Journalist, UNI were felicitated with shawl, certificate and the “Sitara-e-Sahafat’ Award for
2024, in appreciation of their contributions to journalism.

Further, books of Prof. S. M. Azizuddin Husain and Prof. Imtiaz Hasnain were also released on the
occasion.

Later, Azad Day celebrations which started on November 07 concluded with food fest and Mushaira
programmes.

Follow ummid.com WhatsApp Channel
(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Val621XLY6dAYws93j3P) for all the latest updates.

Select Language To Read in Urdu, Hindi, Marathi or Arabic.
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MANUU Marks National Education Day with Azad
Memorial Lecture

@ DC Correspondent

T November 2024 8:54 PM

Padma Shri Prof. Krishna Kumar. (Image Source: Youtube)
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Hyderabad: Commemorating the National Education Day on Monday at
the Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU), scholars and
students gathered to honour Maulana Azad's vision as the university
hosted a lecture that explored the challenges facing higher education
today.

Padma Shri Prof. Krishna Kumar, former director of NCERT, delivered the
Maulana Azad Memorial Lecture on "Understanding Higher Education and
its Current Predicament." He said, "Some focus on education as a concept
or idea and others focus on it as a system. As a concept, education carries
ideals and values and as a system it carries the weight of history and social
condition.

Further, Prof. Kumar also spoke about Maulana Azad's vision. "He is one of
those figures of the Indian freedom struggle who gave us a vision which
no human being could have realised within a lifetime. It's a universal vision
for humanity and not just change as we normally talk about in the context
of great leaders," he noted.

He encouraged the academic community to reclaim the contemplative
spaces that universities are meant to provide. "Today, if we were to not just
lament the loss of contemplative space that the university system
provides, we must exercise our right to review anything with freedom. That
is the real legacy of Maulana Azad — the legacy of freedom. It is not just
freedom as a struggle against foreign rule; it's also the legacy of exercising
freedom in our lives."
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"Like any other values, freedom also reguires practice. If you don't practise
freedom, you lose it. That is perhaps the best way to remember Maulana
Abul Kalam Azad," Prof. Kumar added. MANUU Vice-Chancellor Prof. Syed
Ainul Hasan presided over the event and shared a story from the
Panchatantra. "It is very difficult to make friends and it is possible in higher
education and university systems where you come across a number of
people belonging to different walks of life, where you understand each
other,” he said.

The event began with a welcome address by Registrar Prof. Ishtiague
Ahmed. Prof. Shugufta Shaheen, Prof. Siddiqui Mohd Mahmood and. Prof.
Syed Alim Ashraf Jaisi was also a part of the event. Additionally, senior
journalists — Mohammed Rasheeduddin of The Siasat Urdu Daily and
Wajeed Ullah Khan of UN| —were honoured with the "Sitara-e-Sahafat”
Award for 2024, They were felicitated with shawls, certificates and the
award in recognition of their contributions to journalism.

This event was a part of a larger 'The Azad Day celebrations’, which began
on November 7 at MANUU and concluded on Monday. The celebration’s
final day included a lively food festival and a mushaira.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )

National Education Day Maulana Azad National Urdu University
m Prof. Krishna Kumar NCERT
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Z&MUjudgﬁent sets

right a historical error

is not a minority institution since it

was “established” not by the Muslim

community but by the British rulers of
India under the Aligarh Muslim University
(AMU) Act 0f1920, said the tenth Chief Justice
of India (CJI), Kailas Nath Wanchoo, in his
Azeez Basha verdict of October 20, 1967. On
November 8, 2024, a Constitution bench of the
Supreme Court headed by the 50th CJI, Dhan-
anjaya Y Chandrachud, overruled the 57-year-
old verdict, proclaiming that the institution
cannot lose its minority character merely
because it was incorporated into a university
by a legislative enactment. The new refresh-
ing verdict indeed indicates a striking pro-
gression of the course and dimensions of jus-
tice in the country.

CJI Wanchoo's decision of 1967 had been
severely criticised worldwide. An eminent
constitutional law specialist of the time, Hor-
masji Maneckji Seervai had said “the decision
is clearly wrong and productive of great pub-
lic mischief, and should be overruled”. And he
stands duly vindicated, though over half a
century later.

Commenting on Wanchoo's deci-
sion, I had written in several articles
that it was blatantly untenable,
legally and factually, and had auda-
ciously denied undeniable facts of
Indian history.

; T he Aligarh Muslim University (AMU)

To me, the learned judge seemed T r
Mahmood

like saying that India had won inde-
pendence from the British colonial
rule not as a result of the century-
long struggle for freedom by the
Indians but was graciously gifted to us by the
Indian Independence Act of 1947 passed by
the British Parliament on its own initiative.
Or, even worse, that the Sufi saint Moiunud-
din Chishti's 800-year-old dargah in Ajmer
had been “established” by our British rulers
under the Dargah Khwaja Sahab Act of 1936.
If these propositions look ridiculous, so does
the idea that the Mohammedan Anglo-Orien-
tal (MAO) College established at Aligarh in
the 1870s was not just recognised as a univer-
sity by the AMU Act of 1920 but was, in fact,
“established” by it.

The new judgment on the minority status
of AMU has been pronounced by a seven-
judge bench of the apex court by a rather thin
majority. So, Justice Wanchoo's half-a-centu-
ry-old thinking has not died out. Be thatas it
may, the majority decision will prevail. It is, of
course, based on sound logic and rational
thinking telling the judges, “find out the brain
behind the establishment of an institution; if
it points out to minority character, then it has
to be recognised without any ifs and buts
under Article 30 of the Constitution of India”.

The judgment has left this “finding out”

THE SUPREME COURT'S
MAJORITY JUDGMENT HAS
CLARIFIED THAT IT ISNOT
NECESSARY FOR A
MINORITY INSTITUTION TO
HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED
ONLY FOR THE BENEFIT OF
THE FOUNDING MINORITY,
OR FOR ADMINISTRATION
TO REST ONLY WITH THE
gfl(l)inl\/;lBER F THE SAME

exercise to be performed by a regular bench of
the court, but who does not know the brain
behind the historic educational movement
launched in the mid-19th century that eventu-
ally culminated in the establishment of a col-
lege now known as AMU? It was Sir Syed
Ahmed Khan, the great founder and initiator
of the movement, who had begun working on
it as early as 1838. After making stupendous
efforts for nearly three decades, he had under-
taken a hazardous voyage by sea route to the
United Kingdom to study the university edu-
cation system in Oxford and Cambridge. Well-
equipped with necessary logistics, he had
returned home planning to establish a similar
institution here in an attempt to lift his com-
munity up from the den of their beastly educa-
tional backwardness. His mission was from
the very beginning to establish a university,
not a primary or secondary school. But being
in a mature stage of life, he decided in his wis-
dom to lay the foundation without delay. Until
taking his last breath in 1898, he kept strug-
gling to get the status of his college enhanced
enough to be qualified for official recognition-
as an institution of higher learning, His dream
was fulfilled, 22 years after he left the
world, in the form of the Aligarh
Muslim University Act of 1920.

The majority judgment of the
Court in the AMU case has provided
unequivocal guidance for the regular
bench of the Court that will complete
the unfinished task. Several thought-
provoking observations in this judg-
ment will guide not only the judges
who will take up the AMU case for
finalisation but also for their brother judges
who in future may have to settle a dispute
relating to the minority character of any other
institution. The judgment has assertively
ruled that the words “incorporation” and
“establishment” do not mean the same thing
and are not interchangeable. Such a “formal-
istic” reading will defeat the objectives of Arti-
cle 30 of the Constitution, the judgment has
emphatically said, adding that “formalism
must give way to actuality”.

The majority judgment has further clarified
that it is not necessary for a minority institu-
tion to have been established only for the ben-
efit of the founding minority, or for its admin-
istration to rest only with the members of the
same community.

The government can, it has said, regulate
the affairs of a minority educational institu-
tion as long as it does not infringe on its
minority character. Saying that “Article 30 of
the Constitution will stand diluted if it is to
apply prospectively only to the institutions
which were established after the commence-
ment of the Constitution” is indeed a stern
warning enshrined in the majority judgment.

Writing for my book Minority Educational
Institutions: Law and Reality (2007), an emi-

nent lawyer of the time, the late PP Rao had -

said, “The law governing minority educational
institutions continues to suffer from uncer-
tainty in spite of the efforts made by succes-
sive benches of the Supreme Court to inter-
pret the constitutional right of minorities to
establish and administer institutions of their
choice.” One can reasonably hope that the

. apex court’s majority judgment in the AMU

case will remove this uncertainty and settle
the law firmly for all time to come.

Tahir Mahmood is former chairman,

National Minorities Commission, and
Jformer member, Law Commission of India.
The views expressed are personal
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Bombay ranks second
among Indian institu-
tions, securing 48th pla-
ce—though it dropped eight
spots compared to the previ-
ous year. Several other Indian
institutions also made nota-
ble appearances in the rank-
ings, though many saw slight
declines. IIT Madras fell from
53rd to 56th, IISc Bangalore
dropped from 58th to 62nd,
and IIT Kanpur slipped from
63rd to 67th from last time.
IIT Delhi's rise to the top
rank in India can be attribut-
ed to significant improve-
mentsacross several key met-
rics assessed by the QS Rank-
ings. One of the standout fac-
tors driving this success was
its performance in ‘citations
per paper,’ ametric that gaug-
es research impact by mea-
suringtheaveragenumber of
citations each published pa-

Following IT Delhi, IIT

per receives, 'Papers/puhh—'
cations per faculty’ is also a

significant _indicator .

which the institute scored 95
out of 100. With a total
strength of close to 640 regu-
lar faculty positions, the in-
stitute maintained an aver-
age of seven publications per
faculty per year.

"We collaborate with both
domestic and international
compames, as well as govt
labs in India," said Buwa.
"Under the Institutions of
Eminence initiative, over Rs
200 crore was allocated to es-
tablish state-of:the-art re-
search infrastructure and
equipment. We also used our
own resources. These invest-
ments significantly boosted

- both the quality and quantity

of ourresearch output."
Regarding the 'academic
reputation’ parameter, IIT
Delhi scored 75.4 out of 100,
reflecting strong perform-
ance across various sub-cate-
gories. One of the key areas
where the institute excels is
'employment  reputation,'
whereitachieved reof 99
out of 100 among
ersities. "We have a dedicat-

an uni-
tiesaround the world.

ed office focused on attract-
ing leading global companies
to partner with us. Addition-
ally, our alumni play a vital
rolein strengthening our rep-
utation. We also scored 95 in
the 'employer reputation' cat-
egory, which further under-
scores our global standing."

The institute actively
seeks feedback from academ-
ics worldwide and takes stra-
tegic steps to enhance its
global presence. "Our Abu
Dhabi campus is an integral
partof this vision. In Jan, we
launched a master's pro-
gramme there, and in Sept,
we introduced two under-
graduate programmes, both
of whichreceived astrongre-
sponse,” added the dean of
planning.

In the ‘international re-
search’ parameter, IIT Delhi
achieved a score of 89 out of
100, a reflection of its exten-
siveglobalcollaborations. The
institute is currently involved
innearly 116 research projects
in partnership with universi-
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Home Himachal Pradesh NCERT team arrives to assess FLN abilities of schoolchil

Comment

NCERT team arrives to assess FLN abilgs=es
schoolchildren

An eight-member NCERT team, headed by Prof Suniti Sanwal, has cAS——_es e {o
assess the Fundamental Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) abilities of the srmfe’ms under the
Nipun Bharat Mission. In the first phase, the NCERT team held a...

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
Shimla, Updated At: 08:48 AM Nov 12, 2024 |5T

f X ® g rfoowus (M CONNECTWITHUS

An eight-member NCERT team, headed by Prof Suniti Sanwal, has come to the state to
assess the Fundamental Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) abilities of the students under the
Nipun Bharat Mission.

In the first phase, the NCERT team held a consultation with the officials of Nipun Mission,
SCERT representatives, DIET principals and district task force members at the Directorate
of Samagra Shiksha. Nipun State Coordinator Manjula Sharma apprised the NCERT team of
the steps taken to improve the FLN abilities of schoolchildren in the state through a
presentation.

The NCERT team was informed that various committees and task forces had been formed
at various levels for the successful implementation of the mission. Besides, teachers have
been given special training by Samagra Shiksha to teach in a better way.

“Not only this, Himachal is continuously reviewing the learning progress of children. For this,
Samagra Shiksha has launched Nipun Pragati Chatbot under Vidya Samiksha Kendra. A
baseline survey also was conducted in schools in October to evaluate the learning level of
children,” said a Samagra Shiksha spokesperson.

The spokesperson further said that community participation was also being ensured by
Samagra Shiksha to increase basic literacy and numeracy among children.
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In the second phase, the NCERT team will visit five schools each in district Shimla and
Chamba.

During this inspection, the team will assess the FLN abilities of the schoolchildren. The
team will also interact with teachers and parents so that the impact of the mission can be
thoroughly assessed. “NCERT is reviewing every aspect of the implementation of Nipun
Bharat Mission. The team will also see how much progress has been made in teacher

training and development of teaching material,” said Prof Suniti Sanwal.

Reviewing learning progress

The state is reviewing the learning progress of children. For this, Samagra Shiksha has
launched Nipun Pragati Chatbot under Vidya Samiksha Kendra. A baseline survey also

was conducted in schools to evaluate their learning level. — A Samagra Shiksha

spokesperson
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Covering many acres: the oral and
written tradition of tales for children

Sanjay Sipahimalani

isit the children’s section of
your local bookstore, and
chances are that youw’ll come
across works by those familiar
from the world of entertainment. Among
the celebrities who have clambered onto’
this bandwagon recently are Kiera
Knightley and Trevor Noah, joining the
ranks of others like Madonna, Jimmy
Fallon, and Meghan, Duchess of Sussex.

Whether they write such books to
entertain a younger generation or simply
leverage their fame is another question.
Most vanish without a trace: you won’t
find many children curled up with Gus &
Me by Rolling Stones guitarist Keith
Richards, for example. Perhaps what
motivates them is that the best books we
read when young shape our hearts and
minds, planting seeds of imagination,
empathy, and wonder.

Rich possibilities

Martin Amis took a contrary stance. He
once remarked that whenever he was
asked if he’d write a children’s book, he
would reply, “If I had a serious brain
injury, I might well write one”. Sam Leith
finds this view uncharacteristically
foolish. In his The Haunted Wood
(Simon&Schuster), he emphasises that
what we read in childhood endures, and
children’s literature offers imaginative
possibilities as rich as those found in
books for grown-ups.

Leith’s survey of the children’s canon is
largely focused on writing from Britain.
This is not due to post-Brexit chauvinism,
but because “we do have a distinct

children’s books by authors as varied as Lewis Carroll,
Pullman will help adults, in the words of

tradition... rooted in a specifically British
cultural and literary and social history”.
He also mentions British literature’s
“outsized impact on the world,” which
readers in India can certainly attest to
(leaving aside for now the nature and
legacy of that impact). Many in the
subcontinent will come across beloved
writers in these pages, including Lewis
Carroll, Richmal Crompton, C.S. Lewis,
Roald Dahl, and, of course, Enid Blyton.

Rooted in the times

The Haunted Wood covers many acres,
from the oral tradition of tales for
children to the latter-day impact of J.K.
Rowling and Philip Pullman. Notably,
Leith shows how children’s literature, like
other forms of art, doesn’t emerge from a
vacuum. He puts the classics into context,
tracing how writers for children
responded to their times.

Initially, there were myths, fairy
stories, and folklore, but no separate
children’s genre. Later, abridged versions
of works such as Robinson Crusoe and
Gulliver’s Travels could be read without
“attending to Jonathan Swift’s political
satire or Daniel Defoe’s theology and
economics”.

Universal education led to a
recognition of children’s unique qualities,
such as a love of play. It was only in the
18th century, Leith finds, that the idea
gained a foothold that children should
enjoy what they read rather than being
given moral instruction. These
worldviews continue to “tangle in the
genre”.

In the Victorian age came books su8H
as Thomas Hughes’s hearty Tom Brown’s

Rudyard Ki
Katherine Rundell, ‘see the world with double eyes: your own,

¥
i

Schooldays, renewing the boarding school
story. Soon, along with Beatrix Potter’s
animal tales, those growing up in the
privileged heart of empire were treated to
accounts of adventure on the high seas,
the African jungle or the Argentinian
pampas, “while at the same time
affirming the glories of that history and
making clear who were the heroes and
who the villains in the making of it”.

Edwardian England brought about a
“double movement between
self-confidence and anxiety”. Shadows of
this fell upon the work of Kipling,
including his books for younger readers
such as Kim. As Leith points out, both
Kim and Mowgli inhabit two worlds,
which was Kipling’s own experience “as a
son of the Raj”.

Realistic portraits

In time, writers started to portray
children not as they wanted them to be,
but as they actually were. Edith Nesbit,
for one, had the “extraordinary ability to
remember what it was like to exist as a
child”. Despite fantastical elements, the
children in her books such The Railway
Children are realistic in “their squabbling,
messy, unworldly ways”.

With the world wars, traditional ways
of life splintered, giving rise to stories that
“embed childhood in a history from
which it must have felt like it had come
unmoored”. The conservatism of Enid
Blyton’s works, with racist and
xenophobic aspects, did little to dampen
her popularity, and not just in England.
Leith astutely notes that she consciously
adapted adult genres: the Famous Five
stories were thrillers, and the Secret Seven

e

_AA. Milne, Beatrix Potter, Enid Blyton, JK. Row i
and those of your childhood self’

and Philip

and Find-Outers series were golden-age
crime capers.

Diversity, to an extent, arrived with the }
break-up of the British Empire and
non-white immigration. Malorie
Blackman’s Noughts & Crosses, for |
example, created a parallel version of: g
Britain in which power relations between
black and white people were feversed.
The 21st century canon remains inchoate,
despite the “unignorable effect” of
Rowling and Pullman, while the Young
Adult genre continues to blur the lines
between children’s and aduilt literature.

The Haunted Wood contains many
other treasures. It explores how works for |
children influenced each other over the |
ages: Kipling’s Puck of Pook’s Hill laid the |
groundwork for the enchanted lands of |
Alan Garner and Susan Cooper, for |
example, and A. A. Milne’s | :
Winnie-the-Pooh series is a descendant of |
Carroll’s Alice books. Leith further
touches upon aspects such as the vanilla
nature of sanitised Disney versions, and 1
how authors overcame tragedies in their
personal lives to create vivid, immersive |
worlds. \

The best children’s books, Katherine
Rundell has argued in a striking simile, |
are like literary vodka: they distill J ‘|
emotions like hope, joy and fear in their
“purest, most archetypal forms”. Leith’s |
The Haunted Wood is an intoxicating tour |
of this literary liquor cabinet. It’s also a \
reminder, to quote Rundell again, that |
reading such books as adults is t0 “see the ;
world with double eyes: your owi, and’ |
those of your childhood self.”

Sanjay Sipahimalaniis a Mumbai-based
writer.




’ Jawaharlal Nehru Memorial Fund
tolaunch ‘Nehru Archive’ nextyear

The Hindu Bureau 1
NEW DELHI

Less-known published and
unpublished works of In-
_ dia’s first Prime Minister Ja-
waharlal Nehru, all of his
letters to the Chief Minis-
ters of various States and
his speeches will be part of
a cutting-edge multimedia
digital archive to be

launched by the Jawaharlal -

Nehru Memorial Fund,
(JNMF) in a year from now.
The Nehru Archive will
go online on his birth anni-
versary on November 14,
2025. “I am sure that this
archive will make Nehru
more accessible to succes-
sive generations who need
" to be informed of his con-
tributions towards the
making of modern India
and the world,” JNMF Vice-
Chairperson Karan Singh
said. :
- The archive will provide
a glimpse of the making of

:

new India from the desk of
the first Prime Minister,
Professor Madhavan K. Pa-

lat, JNMF secretary, said.

Dynamic source
“We aim to make the ar-
chive as comprehensive as
possible, open-ended and
dynamic, constantly up-
dated with newer archival
sources as and when they
become available. It should
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'intellectual fcon: Pandit ;;awaharlal Nehru with, Ieﬁ,’Congress v
president Purushottam Das Tandon in 1951. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

be the single-most impor-
tant source for research on
Jawaharlal Nehru,” he said.

All 100 volumes of The
Selected Works of Jawahar-
lal Nehru, his letters to the
Chief Ministers from 1947
to 1964, and books pu-
blished by Nehru, includ-
ing Letters from a Father to
His Daughter, Glimpses of
World History, An Auto-

biography, The Unity of In-

dia, The Discovery of India,
and A Bunch of Old Letters,
his speeches in original
from 1917 to 1964, writings
on the former Prime Minis-
ter by his contemporaries,
and material on Nehru
from global archives would
all be part of the new dos-
sier that is being created
on the lines of the U.S.-
based Wilson Center.

Asked whether this was |
an :attempt to counter
some of the “false narra-
tives” about Nehru, Jairam
Ramesh, senior Congress
leader and a trustee of the
JNMF, said this was not a
political exercise but an in-
tellectual and historical
one.

The JNMF was esta-
blished in 1964 through a
Deed of Declaration of
Trust. It has, at present, 14
trustees, and is headed by
Congress Parliamentary
Party Chairperson Sonia

Gandhi.
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ASED EDUCATION

» Develops critical thinking eco-
engagement and problem-solving skills d spece
» Encourages collaboration » Offers p.rsoﬂﬂ“zod 1 the
among students learning oppeortunities pwmAt 2?1 l-world simulations
» Pmmhhm » Builds confidence S preparingstudcms f;:“wns
X i ; =T = ; . p;—oject-based ke or
Vocabulary and improve spelling. careers riml Cobe studies
Cut to 2024, and we're in a digi-g tal needs of any age group. In ' m as those in robot- like mt{epme;wﬁonmenﬂl pI'O)'
tal era where mornings start with preschool, our strategy is rich in ics, which mimic real-world sce- m’d"m'“ mb” thatl 4 these students
- mobile alarms instead of clunky sensory activities that create a foun-  narios and foster decision- e Lol ~solving
. wall clocks and kids dive into reels  dation through interactive means. skills. Recently, students from St T l="'°"'°'zo20 S vocates for expe-
'\ and social media almost instantly. Examples include playful colour- Joan's School participated in s 2 ing digital
Yet, some things haven't changed—  coding puzzles and counting games competition, b, Iwmrpo‘s mmse T hnology in
. game-based ing remains a that build cognitive skills for the which ged their p 2 omsmm i
powerful tool. While today’s games child through hands-on engage- ming and - These uf“hﬂ"“’ sﬂ-‘" enabling
have evolved with technology, their ~ ment. With NEP 2020's emphasis strategies are tailored by adjusting grasp of complex subjects, SeRool
goals remain the same: building on integrating digital interventions, co and moeé)x ensuring . nmSAl m these
Problem-solving skills, encouraging ~ we're adding elements like interac- m u gnfnganﬂn each studen” by beneﬁtw ar
critical thinking, boosting engage- tive storytelling and digital learning age group;” said Sureka. activities by learning to mar ‘
ment, and fostering teamwork tools that align with each devel- Many educators have found mul’o?ndm‘kﬂ decisior “" :
among students. opmental stage. In high school, that gamification can turn a collabor m“e
“Gamification can motivate stu- students are exposed to real-life group of bored, distracted for Pgowl . 3
dents by incorporating game-like simulations and problem-solving students into quaged ) eI
elements such as points, levels, and assignments to apply classroom learners. Applying success. These =
rewards into learning activities. knowledge to real-life situations, game rules to lessons simulations the ”; &
It creates a sense of achievement which nurtures critical thinking can help mﬁ b‘ idge the | RS
and progression, encouraging stu- and collaboration. Each approachis  focus on material that MMM theory
dents to participate actively,” said crafted to build cognitive and social  previously didn't hold Pl“m_
Jacinta Sureka, trustee and Head development in a strong and suit- their attention. Gami- g making lear and“
of International Engagement, St. able learning environment.” said Dr fying the classroom also ing vibrant
Joan’s School, Kolkata. In fact, the Silpi Sahoo, Chairperson, SAI Inter- allows teachers to explore ol
uses platforms like Kahoot, national Education Gbmuel; : new teaching styles and fostering
N ‘students compete in quizzes, The global game-based learn- ﬁdcnt.‘. nt, C
e“h"-?cmgtboﬂi engagemer:tl and ing marlgcet, worth $18.4 billion u;ruekawho
learning retention. “For younger in 2023, is expected to grow to
students, gamified learni);xg ,af,,_ i $71.7 billion by 2032. In 2024, The global : for real-
into curiosity and playfulness, while * Quizizz—a platform that turns game-based learning world chal-
older students benefit from chal- quizzes into interactive games— market, worth $18.4 lenges,” said
lenges that make learning feel rel- raised $31.5 million to expand bitlion in 2 5 Dr Sahoo.
evant and competitive in a healthy its resources for K-12 students. illion in 2023, IS exp e_cted -
way. Gamification across age groups  With new technology, more to grow to $71.7 billion
fosters interaction, making learn- game-based learning tools are by 2032

using Al to personalize learning.
By 2025, over 40% of these tools
will adapt to individual students’

ing more enjoyable and impactful.”
Take the example of Duolingo,

e app that uses game-like needs, making learning more
; ke learning engag- engaging. Virtual reality
nd fun, with social elements (VR) and augmented real-
ared p ss. Hybrid games, ity (AR) are also on the
- h mix board game elements rise, creating immersive
; digital components, are also learning iences.
Popular today. In classrooms, these By 2026, VR and AR
games provide both hands-on and are expected to make
digital experiences, a physical board  up 30% of the game-
combmed with a tablet for specific based learning market
~actions. This qolx?'bixmﬁon appeals as more schools adopt
~ to different learning styles, bringing ~ these tools for hands-on
2 mcthu.' the best of both traditional education.
and digital games. “High school stu-
- “The game-based approach dents benefit from simu-
~accommodates the developmen- lation games and strategic
39 : ‘
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On Children’s Day, CM Atishi

launches school in NE Delhi

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes,com

NEW DELHI: Chief minister Atishi
inaugurated a new school in
Sunder Nagri, northeast Delhi on
Thursday, as part of Children’s
Day celebrations. -

Delhi government officials
said the new. school will be
equipped with 131 classrooms, a
library, seven state-of-the-art
labs, two multi-purpose halls, an
activity room, and elevators.

“Sundar Nagrl aud Nand
Nagri are among the most
densely populated areas in
Delhi. To see such a magnificent
world-class school here, in such
a crowded area where even
walking space is limited, is unbe-
lievable,” Atishi said, adding that
the school will benefit over 7,000
children in the Sunder Nagri and
Nand Nagri areas.

Separately, senior Aam
Aadmi Party leader Manish Siso-
dia — the former education min-

~ ment.

ister of the Capital — visited the
School of Specialised Excellence
in Performing & Visual Arts
(SoSE-PVA) at Andrews Ganj
and interacted with students.
“It's a unique institution
where only artistically inclined
children, passionate about
music, dance, acting, painting,
crafts, writing, photography, or
any other art form, study with
the goal of pursuing a career in
the arts,” Sisodia said in a state-
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among school goers

What if each student is
given a computer? This
would be much better -
than some of the
schemes our political
parties come up with
~whe current school system in
India is failing us with
learning outcomes as the
Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) illustrates

each year. This is truly
tragic. One of the biggest gifts India can

give to the ageing world in the coming -

decades is youth. But it is a gift only if
the young it offers are educated. The
statistics are telling: Average ages
across the world are 19 in Africa, 29 in
India, 40 in China and the US and over
44 in the European Union, South Korea
and Japan — with Japan nearly 50,
Italy nearly 48 and Germany nearly 46
being the highest. Therefore, the fact
that young Indians suffer from poor
learning outcomes is a matter of
utmost concern not just for India but
for the world. In fact, today, the total
global population is 8 billion people. It
will stabilise finally in 2072 at 10 billion.
The additional 2 billion will come from
South Asia and Africa.

Itis not that improving the quality of
schools in India is not a top agenda for
the Indian central and state govern-
ments. The discussion around school
education has not changed — teacher
training, teacher attendance, teacher

salaries, more schools, and better facili-
ties. We have over 1.4 million schools,
but the ASER illustrates that in the 14-18
age group, more than half the children
struggle with a division of a three-digit
number by one digit. Clearly, outcomes
are moving up very slowly.

At every age between 0-20, India
has roughly about 20 million people
and so, if we take the age group from
10-20, it will be around 200 million
people. We all recognise that labour

thing like that will be harder than get-
ting GST introduced. That took close to
17 years. India does not have that much
time to waste; Its decade of opportumity
will pass by then and it will not stay
young anymaore.

What is an experiment we may try
to provide a chance to some of these
children? | am reminded of a conver-
sation I had more than a decade ago
with Bihar chief minister Nitish
Kumar, Iwas on his industry advisory

productivity in India is low board then and, in a car ride,
and disguised unemploy- he mentioned that for Biha-
ment in agriculture is high. ris you don't need to provide
While India can boast of the the solution. Youjust need to
best digital public infra- show them a prize in the dis-
structure (DPI) in the world, 2 tance over a rocky path and
witness our remarkable Janmejaya they will find a way to get
Aadhaar, unified payments 'Sinha there themselves. Just show
interface, and DigiLocker to them the prize and a gettable
name a few. Our schools path.
seem to be unaffected by the develop- Given that I believe what the HP
ments that are taking place in'tech-  India managing director is saying, an
nology and generative Artificial Intel-  experimentis worth trying. Give every
ligence. child in India a computer. Begin with
'We recognise thatthe entire system  the children in the ages 10-20 years of
needs a relook. How mightwe embed ~ age. This would be a much better gift
the new developments in education  than many of the other schemes politi-
delivery? Imagine an individualised ~ cal parties employ before elections.
curriculum, people learning different  How mighta scheme like this work and
subjects at different levels, customised ' what good could it do?
to their level of achievement. Identifica- Tlay outan initial outline of a possi-
tion of the best teachers and leveraging ~ ble scheme for discussion:
them more in a quality-starved system, One, every child gets a computer
embedding training in delivery by ~against an Aadhaar number. The
watching and doing, making dissemi-  manufacturers would compete for the
nation broadcasts easier and using  order, and we should try and obtaina
technology for receiving these broad-  computer below ¥15,000. This com-

casts and engaging with them. But we
all understand that achieving some-

puter may not be resold and it should
be disabled if the fingerprint changes
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The hope is that with the brilliant learning programmes available today on

the net, there may be a small percentage of self-motivated children who
learn on their own and can get qualified to take openboard exams HTARCHIVE |

from the original allottee.

Two, in every village and every dis-
trict, there should be a set of buildings
with attached desks and benches that
cannot be stolen. These buildings
should have power 24 hours a day
with a strong Wi-Fi connection with a
pay-for-use option.

Three, at these locations, a repre-
sentative of the computer manufac-
turer should be present or available
virtually around the clock. The repre-
sentative should be able to teach the
kids how to use the computer — basic
stuff.

' Four, the representative should

also be able to guide the children to
qualified learning sites where they are
not charged for data usage. For these
qualified sites, they should be permit-
ted unlimited usage without a data
charge. Some gamification should be
done so that there is a tournament
with monthly prizes culminatingin a
yearly championship prize in differ-
ent subjects. Winners should be pro-
vided with digital certificates.

Five, watching other things on the |
computer should be allowed but
would incur charges.

This scheme is not an alternative to |
the current schools and education |
system. It is a supplement. It will pre- |
vent digital apartheid and provide a |
chance for some motivated children |
to escape poverty and be productive
additions to the workforce. The hope |
is that with the brilliant learning pro- ‘
grammes available today on the net,
there may be a small percentage (say
15%) of self-motivated children who |
learn on their own and can get quali-
fied to take open board exams and
improve their lot. This approach may
also seep into the entire school system |
by observation and experimentation. |
1 can almost hear the uplifting beat of |
Eddy Grant's Apartheid-era song
Gimme Hope Jo'anna being sung by all
the disadvantaged children of India.
Please let us give them hope! .

Janmejaya Sinha is chairman India, BCG.
The views expressed are personal
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UGC may allow 3-yr

undergrad degrees e
[ ]
4 .
to be finished early ' cpsEdenies
(o)
Vrinda Tulsian UGC WILL ALSO - reportson15%
letters@hindustantimes.com GIVE STUDENT S ;
NEW DELHI: The Universiy THE OPTION TO Syllabus cut fOI‘
e DT Board Exams
thies: i 3-YEAR DEGREE BY
year degree Courses i two- NEW DELHI, 14 NOVEMBER

and-a:hatl]t;ryears. and tgour-y&ar A YEAR, SAID THE ' i
ones in three years, the body's  PANEL'S CHIEFM . TheCentralBoardofSecondary
chairman said on Thursday. UGC > :
will also give students the option JAGADESH KUMAR : r;““"f;'i‘;ﬁ or;'gjlnwidfgrelfaﬁ
Dpiena N ! syilpgbus r?iiucﬁgn fo?eb(()::.rd
bya and make provisions for 2 e s
sevegrentry and exit points “The core content has already examinationsin 2025for Classes
throughout the course. gone down and UGCsjust playing 10 and 12, saying "no such

UGC chairman M Jagadesh  with the idea of four years, three policydecision” hasbeen taken.
Kumar explained that students years, 2.5 years,” Dhusiya said. . Some news outlets have
who can complete their degrees ~ To be sure, the 2020 National reported that CBSE has
faster than others will beallowed  Education Policy asked universi- announced a reduction of up
todoso. ties to have a four year UG course to 15 per cent in the syllabus

Kumar said, “Weare planning  that students could opt for if they for Classes 10 and 12 for the
to implement this from the next  want to conduct research in the 2025 board exams. Thereports
academic session and the guide-  fourth year. A student would get have quoted Board's regional
lines should be out soon.” the “honours” degree tag only if officer, Vikas Kumar Agrawal, |

“In the coming years, students _ they opt for the 4th year. : who was speaking at a school
who are capable can complete the DU professor Abha Dev Habib principal's summit 'Bridging
degree programmes in a shorter  said, “The sequence and depth of the Gap' in Indore. The CBSE
duration, We anticipate fhat thq.'. COUrses In.a GiSte: progatt a: | in a note, said the board ha;
can gain six months to one year, d&mgnedtuprqwdgs_mdmtswiﬂl i o] e(,:l e
Kumar'said at the southernzone ~a comprehensive understanding | 08 JSSURA STy 51) ’:_g REROL.
::gnfg;gle for autonomous col- ?IS their field, and compressing | ?azgna;i ::;Immlog}es to the :1‘1{3]1;

€s ennai ese programs can undermine | : ; examin

The new structure will, thisacademicrigor If theaimisto policyand informationrelated
inversely, alsoaccommodatestu-  offer an honours degree in three to the Board's policy decisions
dents who wish to take longerto  years, one might question the | is only published through the
complete their studies, he said. - necessity of a four-year pro- | Board'sofficialwebsite or through
These students will beable to take gramme in the first place, as it sug- authorized channels.  asencies
breaks during their courses. The gests that much of the contentin S
plan is based on recommenda- the fourthyear is not essential. |
tions by a committee led by IT ~ “Further, this may inadvert:
Madras director V Kamakoti. ently contribute to a crisis of

Kumar said detailed guidelines  employability. Students may be
around the new structurewillbe  pushed into the job market with-
issued soon.  outthe necessary academic prepa-

However, the proposal raised  ration, with their degrees poten-

concerns among some academics.

Mithuraaj Dhusiya, professor at
Delhi University and member of
the Delhi University standing com-

mittee, criticised the move, argu- .
ing that the move could lead to -
core course contentbeing slashed. _ quality of education,” shesaid.

tially becoming devalued. By
reducing the time allotted for
degree completion and cutting the
number of credits for individual

. courses, the UGC risks compro-
* mising the academic depth and
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ternet connection either;” says the

ned " said Akhilesh, the parent

students as well. "But no action is

Testmg time for parents as classes move onlme‘}

SOPH|YA MATHEW
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 14

LACKOFindividual attention, ap-
prehensions over the quality of
virtual teaching, resource barriers
thatimpair network connectivity
and access to smartphones and
other gadgets, and above all,
health concerns of their children
— pollution-filled days mean
mountinganxietiesforan average
parent in the Capital.
WithGRAPStage-llkickingin
Friday owingtothe ‘severe’ airpol-
lution, the Delhi Education
Department has ordered closure
of schools for students up to Class
V. While several parents across
government and private schools
inthe Capital seeitasa necessary
move, they are also concerned
over the switch to online classes.
“Most are working parents
who carry their mobile phones to
their workplace. Some parents
\can't afford smartphones and in-

motherofaClassil studentatSKV,
Vasundhara Enclave.

Mamtarecalls that during the
Covid pandemic, she struggled fi-
nancially to provide her children
with smartphones and recharge
the internet. "An NGO in my
neighbourhood helped us withiit.
In such conditions, there is so
much loss in children’s educa-
tion,” she says.

However, for Sudha, the
motherofaClassV studentstudy-
ingat Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Me=
htaVidyalaya at KG Marg, the sch-
ool closure comes as a relief. “My.
son gets frequent coughs, colds
and eye irritation because of the
pollution. Soif he hasto gotosch-
ool....itremains aworry," shesaid,
suggesting that the online switch
can help prevent health issues.

Another mother of a primary
class student at the same school,
on condition of anonymity, said,
"The childrendon'tlearn properly
online. Itis always better to have

No physical classes for
students up to Class V. File

physical classes... Bearing ex-

penses of the internet is also an-

other problem.” * -

Lack of supervision in online
classes was another major con-
cern among parents. They feel
there should be no classesat all for
studentsbelowClass Ml during the
peak pollution time.

"These children will not be
able tomanage online classes on
their own without the help of
parents. Itis not practical for par-
ents to be around. Students of
higher classes can manage this,
so parents do not have to be wor-

89

of a Class Il student at St Mary's
Dwarka.

Several government school
teachers also voiced their con-
cerns about virtual classes. “We
have a majority of students who
are fromareas with poor network
accessibility. They do not have de-
vices forlonghours. Therearealot
of issues; so,we donot prefer dis-
continuing the physical classes,”

said agovernmentschool teacher .
_inEast Delhiwho did not wish to «
« 'benamed.

"Air pollution has indeed af-
fected students... Many even take
leave from school because of
headaches and other health is-
sues. S0, we cannot say that con-
tinuing classes is ideal but pollu-
tion is a year-long issue in Delhi,
but the action s taken only at the
last minute,” the teacher added.

Another government school
teacher, on the condition of
anonymity, highlighted that pol-
lution badly impacts the senior

taken for them." ,

However, allaying concerns
over the quality issues of online
teaching, the teacher said, “We do
not compromise on the teaching
inanyway unlike what many par-
ents worry over. The teachers are
more stressed about covering the
syllabus efficiently because with !
online teaching everything be- i
comesmore challenging... Forin-
stance, the feacher-studentbond |
inphysical classes is difficult to |
maintain online”, !

Some students, too, seem not
to bein favour of online classes. A
class IV student at Ryan Intern-
ational School, Mayur Vihar, said,
“Idon'tlike online classes because
I cannot meet my friends.” Anot- |
her class Vistudent from the same |
school said, “When classes switc- |
hed toonline mode last year due |
to pollution, I had to help my
younger brother because my par-
ents would struggle to manage it
by themselves.”
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Pathway to a knowledge
rich, future-ready nation

By promoting multilingualism,

UMANG BAJAJ

skill development and character-building, NEP

2020 aims to empower students to tackle both national and global challenges

n July 29, the National
OEducation Policy

(NEP) 2020 complet-
ed four years, a transforma-
tive framework that has
reshaped the country’s educa-
tional landscape by connect-
ing contemporary needs with
its traditional roots. NEP
2020 stands as the first edu-
cation policy since indepen-
dence that $enuine1y aligns
with Bharat's ancient tradi-
tions, advocating for accessi-
ble, quality education with an
emphasis on relevance and
inclusivity.
The policy introduces a host
of progressive features, such
as flexible study options, mul-
tiple entry and exit points, the
Academic Bank of Credits
(ABC), credit transfer mech-
anisms, and a focus on online
courses, aiming to create a
seamless, adaptable educa-
tional journey for learners
across the nation.
A defining aspect of NEP
2020 is its commitment to the
five foundational pillars. of
Access, Equity, Quality,

Affordability and
Accountability.
NEP 2020 brings traditional

values, arts, languages and
culture into the mainstream
curriculum, underscoring

Bharat’s ambition to reclaim
its heritage as a knowledge
SUperpower.

One of the most notable
additions is the incorporation
of the Indian Knowledge
System (IKS), promoting the
revival and research of tradi-
tional subjects such as Vedic
mathematics, Ayurveda, envi-
ronmental studies, linguistics,
Yoga and other indigenous
disciplines. This shift helps
bridge the gap left by prior
policies, which often neglect-
ed or excluded these areas
under the influence of
Western paradigms. The NEP
also recommends a three-lan-
guage formula, promoting
multilingualism by including
at least two Indian languages
in school curricula: While &ns

policy is intended to support
India’s linguistic diversity; it
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faced resistance in some non-
Hindi-speaking states, where
concerns about linguistic

. hegemony and regional lan-

guage preservation surfaced.
The central government may
need to address these con-
cerns carefully, especially
given education's status on the
Concurrent List, to ensure a
balanced approach that
respects regional identities
while achieving national inte-
gration. The policy’s empha-
sis on Sanskrit, often regard-
ed as a foundational element
of Bharat’s cultural heritage, is
a major milestone. With
Sanskrit included as an
optional language under the
three-language formula, both
school and higher education
institutions are encouraged to
integrate it into their curric-
ula. NEP serves as a turning
point in Bharat’s educational
history, aiming to foster char-
acter development and
national pride alongside aca-
demic excellence. NEP 2020
emphasises two overarching

 themes: nurturing Indian val-

ues and fostering character-
building among students.
This holistic approach is
intended to develop respon-
sible, ethical citizens ready to
tackle both national and glob-

al challenges.

Despite allegations of “saffro- :

nisation,” proponents argue
that the NEP aims to realign
the educational system with
what benefits the nation and.
its people. Science and histo-
ry, though based on facts, are
often viewed through the
lenses of time and place. A
rlrﬂ'lor thrust of NEP 2020 is
skill development, with the
objective of enhancing
employability by integrating
vocational training and prac-
tical learning into the curricu-
lum. The inclusion of cours-
es on data structures, pro-

ing, machine learning

grammin,
and artificial intelligence is

intended to prepare students
for a tech-driven future. NEP
2020 also encourages societal
engagement throu
tives like internships and
community visits, fostering
creativity and real-world
problem-solving skills.
Institutions like NIT
Uttarakhand have already
embraced the NEP’s multidis-
ciplinary model, focusing on
research and innovation to
build a skilled and socially
conscious workforce.
(The author is the BJP
Councilor, New Delhi; views

initia--

are personal)
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14 govt schools to transform under PM SHRI
initiative in Mysuru district

S Ramesh TNN / Nov 15, 2024, 22:45 IST

Mysuru: Fourteen govt schools in
Mysuru district were chosen to become
model schools as part of the Union
govt's PM Schools Rising India (PM
SHRI) initiative.

Out of 183 schools proposed by the

department of school education, these
14 schools will each receive between Rs 40 and 50 lakh for their development. The
funding aims to improve facilities and enhance educational opportunities for

students in govt schools.

In 2022-23, eight schools were selected, four in 2023-24, and two schools in
2024-25.

The following schools were selected under the scheme: Government Higher
Primary School (GHPS) Kumbarakoppal in Mysuru North, Chekkereyur and Mullur
GHPS in HD Kote, Bilikere GHPS in Hunsur, GHPS for boys and GHPS Hosakote in
Saligrama taluk, Karnataka Public School in Siddaramanahundi, the native village
of chief minister Siddaramaiah in Mysuru taluk, GHPS Kalale in Nanjangud taluk,
Tumbala in T Narasipura taluk, GHPS Ranganatha Layout in Hunsur town, GHPS
Hitnehebbagilu, and GHPS in Periyapatna town in Periyapatna taluk.
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The Union govt selected GHPS in ward number 5 in T Narasipura town and GHPS

in Nanjangud town in 2024-25.

As the Union govt releases Rs 40 to Rs 50 lakh to each selected school, the
department can utilise these funds to undertake repair works of school buildings,
set up computer laboratories, start kindergarten LKG and UKG classes, set up
laboratories, start self-defence activities like karate and martial arts training,
yoga, distribute transportation allowance for differently-abled students if studying
in such schools, and maintain kitchen gardens with drip irrigation facilities.

Deputy director of school education and literacy ST Javaregowda said that the
scheme appeared as a boon to govt schools for its overall improvement to attract
students. The department received Rs 1.56 crore so far under the scheme,

implementing the works in the selected schools in the initial phase.

Though the department recommended 183 schools from the district, the Union
govt selects the schools in a phased manner depending upon various yardsticks
like the literacy rate of the village, its population, the numbegaf girls studying,
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Govt schools to be revamped in Haryana in next 5
years: Education Minister Dhanda
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Synopsis

Haryana's School Education Minister, Mahipal Dhanda, has announced a five-year plan
to completely overhaul state-run schools. Dhanda emphasized the government's
commitment to improving rural education and highlighted the role of the National
Education Policy in creating employment opportunities for graduates.

r r Ir_ |r_- f “oens The Haryana government will
completely revamp state-run schools in
the next five years, School Education
Minister Mahipal Dhanda said on
Sunday while stressing that improving
education facilities in rural areas and

transforming the sector is a key priority. Videos
Visiting villages in his Panipat Rural '
Assembly constituency, Dhanda

appealed to the people of the area to educate their children and equip them

= .
“IPUR CRISIS: ACTIVISTS ISSUE ==iiMP ATTENDS UPE EVENT WITH
FORK

with the skills to contribute nation building. YOS LALTIRTUM T GET 1 MUSK 1N NV

anipur crisis: Activists Trump, Musk attend UFC
mand immediate event at Madison Square

"My entire life is dedicated to the service of the rural people and I am walking litary action from Govt  Garden

this path to serve them. It may take some time to fix the system, but in the
end, the results will be very positive," he was quoted as saying in an official
statement.

"Improving education facilities in rural areas and transforming the sector is a
key priority. The government will completely revamp the state-run schools in
the next five years," Dhanda said.
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Asserting that the BJP government in the state is committed to realising the
dreams of the rural population, he urged the villagers to get their children
admitted to government schools while assuring them of good results.

Dhanda said the state government is focused "on our children's education to
ensure a bright future for them".
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He stressed that the National Education Policy (NEP) will provide regular
employment opportunities for youth graduating with degrees and diplomas.
The policy will be implemented in Haryana next year, he added.
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Don’t Rob Peter, Just Educate Paul

World Inequality Database or NSSO data on income disparity suffers from biases.
Household income surveys give a more nuanced picture, and make for smarter policies

Rajesh Shukla

—_—ee

Inguimne inequality in India remains a
critical challenge, despite decades of

direct income data is eruelal in developing economies
with large Informal sectors. Ry contrast, moded-tased
estimates, such as those from World Inequality Database

e growth. Whilemillions have:
risen out of poverty, wealth continues
to concentrate In the hands of a small
> Wl clite. The wealthiest individuals now
hold a disproportionate share of the on's wealth,
while viist segments of the population - especially in
rural and marginalised communities - still struggle
withlimited accoss o essential services like educgiion,
healthcarean i unities.

To effectively tackle the inequality demon, accurate
and comprehensive measurements of income distribu-
tion are essential. Historically, Indin’s approach to mea-
suring inequality has relied more on experdituns based
surveys primarily due to a lack of detailed income data,

The National Sample Survey Office (NSSO), for
example, used conswuption patterns as a stand-in for
income distribution. providing valuable but incomplete
insights. This hotl ions- ally Inan
ecottomy with a significant informal sector where
much af the ncome goos unreported or is difTicult to
Quantify

Inrecent years. seientifically conducted household
income surveys. such as those led by instirutions like
ational Council of Applied Economic Research
(NCAER) and People Research on India’s Consunmt
Econiomy (PRICE), have become good tonls for under
standing income inequality These surveys, including
ICE 3560 studies, provide a more direct and nuanced
picture of household income across various regions,
econotie sectors and income proups. Unlike expend-
ture-hased proxies, thesesurvevs offera moregranular
View of income distribution, particularly in Indio’s
largely informaleconomy.

Econumists like Angus Deston, Amartya Sen_ Jean
Dréze, and Pranab Bardhan have long stressed the
importance of such houschold surveys. In The Analysis
of Housciwid Surveys (1997), Deaton emplinsised that

(WID), depend heavily on national accounts, fax
iial 1
[

records, and A While valuable, these
estlmales tend fo overs by focusing
predomi; Iy on top earners, neglecting the vast
informal econamy.

The discrepancies between houschold surveys and
synthetic estimates become evident when we look at
the specific data on income distribution from both
sources. According o the latest household income
surveys (2022-23). the bottom 3% of earners in India

sine, while WID estimates
this share to be much lowe . Similarly. for the
bottom 407, household surveys report a 47% share of
ineonte. compared to27 % in WID estitmates.
Incontrast, the top 1% of carners, aceonding (o house-
‘hald surveys, control 7% of national income, while WID
places this fgure a1 a sio, 2 23%. The top 10%
also show simiar discrepancics: househiold Surveys
estimale thelr income share at 31%, whil: WID places it
significantly higher at58%. This trend of discrepancy is
earlier vears as well: in 2020-21, house-
inuated the top 1% held 4%, while WID

held 2% of the nation
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reported 22%: in 201516, household surveys showed the
to21% held 6%, compared 1022% accortding to WID,

Even in the early 19505, household surveys indicated
that the bottom 50% held 22% of the national income,
and this share incressed 1025% during the 1960s before
declining in recent decades, dropping Lo 16% in 202021
and recovering slightly to 23% in 2022:23. Meanwhile,
WID data consistently shows lower figures for the
bottom half of income earners, suggesting a more
pessimistic view of income inequality in the conntry:

India’s informal sector, which employs nearly 9%
of the workforce, gencrates income that is often unee
ported in tax data and national accounts, leading to..
undlerestimation of the carnings of lower- and middie-
incomegroups. Incontrast, household survevs provide
amore accurate and comprehensive view by capturing
income direetly from honseliolds, including those in
the informal sector The detailed data from these surveys
shows that income inequal ity may not be as oxtreme,

This has profound timplications for palicymaking.
Household surveys provide data that more accurately
reflocts the situation of lower-and middle-income groups,
offering insights that can shape more effective, targeted
olicies. For example, initintives aimed at improving
access to education. healtheare, and emplayment
opportunitlesfir thebottom 50% of the papuilatsn woukl
benefitfrom the granular data provided by suchsurvers.

In contrast. policy strategies informed by WID's
estimates - such as those focused on redistrituning
wealth through taxation of capital and property - might
overlook deeper structural challenges that prevent
inclusive growth, particulardy in the informal sectar:
Thus, by drawing on household survey data, policy
makers can craft more effective Interventions thar
pramate inclusive growth and ensure that the benefits
of i prucnt hitred eq s

As India continues on its path of economie growth.
household income surveys will remain indispensable
forcrafting policies thateffectively tame the ineguality
demon.
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& Textbooks in 22 Indian languages

will popularise multilingualism

The education ministry is pushing various initiatives to develop
- digital study materials in all the scheduled languages

Ayushi.Guptal
_@timesoﬁndia.com

ack of textbooks in re-

I gional languages in-
cluding Hindi has
emerged as the prominent
reason for fewer or no takers
in courses offered in these
languages. Recently, West
Bengal, Kerala, and Karnata-
ka discontinued their regio-
nal language engineering
programmes due to low en-

-~ rolments. Similarly, MBBS of-

feredin Hindiin Madhya Pra-
desh, Uttar Pradesh, and Ra-
jasthan is getting a luke-
warm response. Identifying
the reason for the limited po-
pularity of regional langua-
ges, the Ministry of Educa-
tion (MoE) has introduced
several initiatives to popula-
rise it. MoE has urged all mi-
nistries, departments, and
autonomous bodies under
the central government to
consider using their capaci-
ty-building funds for the pro-
motion of Indian languages.
Speaking to Education Ti-
mes, Chamu Krishna Shastry,
chairman, Bharatiya Bhasha
Samiti, MoE, said, “The rea-
son for low enrolment in Indi-
an languages may be due to
several contextual factors.
One prominent reason is the
unavailability of quality con-
tent materials or textbooks
for engineering and medical
courses in local languages.
The MoE has decided that
textbooks and study
materials in all the 22
scheduled Indian
languages willbe of-
fered for all courses.
The CBSE schooltea-
chers are directed to
use any of the Indian
languages as the medium of
instruction in the classroom.
The AICTE has introduced
~the Anuvadini app for trans-

lating engineering and other

professional course textbo-
oks in multiple languages.
The Central Institute of Indi-
an Languages (CIIL) Mysore,
in collaboration with NCERT,
has published primers in 77
languages including tribal
languages.”

The MoE directed the Na-
tional Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) to launch
the National Mission for
Mentoring (NMM) and the
National Professional Stan-
dardsfor Teachers (NPST) for
pre-primary, primary, secon-
dary, and senior secondary
stages in schools, as well as
for teachers in non-formal
and part-time education,
adult education, and distan-
ce education. These initiati-
ves will be available in 15

L ———————————— e ———

demands

languages. Advanced Al
translation tools such as
Anuvadini, Bhashini, and Ba-
hubhasha Shabdakosh were
alsolaunched tofacilitate the
useofIndian words, phrases,
and sentences in emer-
ging domains like IT,
industry research,

and education. =

The MoE ‘' Has
emphasised accura-

te use of funds to pro-*

mote Indian languages.
“Universities are organising
various.. capacity-building
workshops to equip NCERT
experts-and teachers to wri-
te books in local languages
and promote multilingualte-
aching-learning. MoE’s ca-
pacity-building initiatives
include developing digital
materials in Indian langua-
ges for which Augmenting
Study Materials in Indian
Languages through Trans-
lationand Academic Writing
(ASMITA) was introduced,”
Shastryadds.

Increasing acceptance

To enhance the acceptance
of professionals who have
been trained and educated
through regional language
courses, the MoE has direc-
ted popularisation of Indian
languages at school and col-
legelevels. “The multilingu-
al ecosystem will generate
enough literature, docu-

ments, and various other re-
ading materials in multiple
Indian languages, fostering
greater appreciation and
knowledge among youth.
Multilingualism will create
demand for subject-specific
skills giving rise to transla-
tion-basedjobsinfieldssuch
as administration, law, com-
merce, information techno-
logy, business, healthcare,

- entertainment, media, and

more,” adds Shastry.
Linguistic transition. is
largely driven by demand,
policy, profitability, and na-
tional aspirations. “Itis a mi-
sconception that -all work-
places- function® 'solely "in
English. Even in English-ori-

‘entedsworkplaces, the goal *

.should betonotreplace Eng-

-lishbustoincorporate Indian

'lang}xages alongside. Aro-
und 90% of the population
-does not use English-as &
language of communication,
so making information ac-
cessible to this large seg-
ment requires an Indian
language-centred ecosys-
tem. Multinational Corpora-
tions (MNCs) are increasing-
ly producing content in local
languages, with major tech
companiesinvesting heavily
in Al and Machine Learning
(ML) for local language app-
lications. Future workplaces
will be Indian language-
centric, creating a greater
demand for proficiency in In-
dianlanguages,” headds.
Many Indian workplaces
use local languages, and yo-
utheducatedinIndianlangu-
ages will be better equipped
to meet workplace demands
with bbkfer communication

and efficiency, says Shastry. /_/
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ohns Hopkins in talks for India campus

The 12-member delega-
tion, the largest ever from one
of the top global msﬂtutwns
from the US to visit India, is
being led by Ronald J Daniels,
president, JHU. It also includ-
ed officials from Gupta Klin-
sky India Institute (GKII), an
internal unit of JHU with a
mandate to bring JHU com-

Manash.Gohain

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In what could be
3 new milestone for interna-

‘onahs ation of educaﬁmr bV

mmlster Dharmen-
dra Pradhan on Sun-
day held discussions
with officials from
Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity (JHU), Maryland,

USA, on establishingits cam-

pus in India. Academic and

research collaboration with |

the university were also ex-

plored during the meeting.

The  Tmy 96, Bnli

According to a senior offi-
cial with ministry of educa-
tion, “Given the keen interest
expressed by high-level dele-
gation during the meeting,
_ govt’is hopeful of a posﬂ:ve

‘outcome verysoon.’

The official said
discussions were also
held in the areas of

dual and joint degree ~munity with Indian partners

s programmes, two-way thr]_?ugh meard caléaeducatmn
¥ mobility of students policyandpra

and faculty, and research In the meeting, Pradhan
partnerships in emerging underscoredtnetransforl?lmez:i
fieldslikedatascience, artifi- tive opportunities enal x
cial intelligence and futuris- by National Educatmn Poli-
tic technologies. i cyZO?D(NEonzo) Vi

Y

Bagless days encourage students to
have a relaxed approach to learning

They get an opportunity for cultural visits, learn a craft, and talk about self image, as they walk in without books

Priyadarshini.Gupta

everal schools are rolling
out the bagless days’ ini-

tiative, an
of NEP 2020 that

at least 10 such days annually.
In2022, the imtiativ
duced as s pilot project by the

dimistry  of
NCERT and it hasbeen recontly
launched by Deihi’s Directorate
af Educatiun (DoE), Bagless da-
ysalmattaking abreak fromre-
gular academic routines. provi-
ding students with hands-on
leaming sxperisnces focused
on creativity, critical thinking,
and vocational skills. Activities
often include cultural visits, ex-
posure w0 local artisans and
crafts. and practical life skills,
fostering a well-rounded deve-
lopment of students.

Although the initiative an-
sures hands-on Jearning expe-
riences and reduces

esofmdia com Wh.i]e experiential
learning is key to the
programme, it also
parc P £ Datan)
and extracurriculars
WASINHD- | c——
Fducaton and [Positive outcome

Alka Kapur, principal Modern
Public Sch Shalimar Bagh,
Delhi, says, “We started the ini-
uativeaspilotproject in the last
academic segsion for clagses VI
to VIIL After the government's
tecent  announcement, the
school will implement it from
preschocl W class VI Stu-
dents have shown physical and
mental benefits as they focus
on interactive and suess-freo
learning experiences. Such me-
asures  offectively promote
skills such as teamwork, com-
munication, and problem-soi-

stress, a {lew experts feel that
challenges may arise for under-
Tesourced schools duete inade:
quate faclities, and a shortage
of rained instructors. Theteare
also chances that it might dis-
rupt structurad learning rout-
nes, potentially hindering aca-
deinicprogress.

Pilot project

In July 2024, the Ministry of
Education released guidelines
for the implementation of bag-
lessdays forclasses V1 I.nV[ll to
encowrage expetiential -
ning. Saurabh Prakash. a mein-
her of Bhopal-based PSS Cen-
tral Institute of Vocational Edu-
cation(PSSCIVE), says, " PSSCI-
VE, the vocational education
unit of the National Council for
Educanonal Researchand Trai-
ning (NCERT), ran a pilot in
2022 across Madhya Pradesh
and Gujarat
SCERT. feedback from schools
wis collected to introduce this
initiative across india by issu-

ing guidelines and activitieson-

differen: thomes. Many m«.‘s
have modified it according 10

their local nesds. While SCERT - |

Gujarat and Telangana hed
shown great interest mthe ini-
tiative, holding online mee-
tings with the PSSCIVE, other

states such as Bibar, and Utta-

rakhand are slowly starting to
implement the guidelines in
theirschools.”

Along  with |

ving. Weh \! signs of
increased engagement and re-
duced absenteeism. Some
schoolsalsocanduct regularas-
SCSSMENLS Of SUIVEYS 10 AS5058
student satisfaction with vario-
usActivities.”
In Karnazaka. the imple-

mentaton of the bagless

days initiative is under

way. A sele govem-

ment offical says, “The,

qagnmulmunsbcynndrm-

lar academics. While many go-

vernment schools have startad

implementing this on specific

days, the full statewide rollout
angl integration vary.”

Vanitha Lokesh, principal of

BMN Public School, Beng-

aluru. told Education Ti-

by mes, “We have not rece-

ived any circular so far

from the govemment.

and many schools are

yet to adopt the nit

ative i the state

Seeking feedback

Act efuil-

bagtul days, which helps in con-
sistentiearning and fostenng di
sciptine. With structured les-
sons, bagful days can help child
ren buikd feundational knowled:
ge. Logstical challenges also

inclu-

ly chosen toincorporate
local knowledge and tradi-
tional skills, offering stu-
dents exposure tohistorical,
cultural, and vocational
expenences, suchasvisits.
to

“These activities arenot
graded:; Instead, teachers
areencouraged 1o support
students’ urique capabiliti-
es throughinformal assess-
ments. Students document
their learning experiences,
andoutcomes are Comimu-
nicatedto parents and the

school
media,”says Prakash.

‘was moreon mental growth and
enhancement of social skills. In
all, 86.63% feel reduced acade-
mic stress, and BB.95% feel 1t
bodges dassioom knowledge
and reallife application. saed
Mungall. I ‘bagless

ding the need for weacher ai-
nng to facilitate non-acadermic
discussions and aligning bag-
Jess day sctivittes with the regu-
larcurmicutum.”

i, trustee and
kniti  Group
Lo introsluced
the u-rl_m:u.a in 2023, says,

~While sxperiential learning is
central to the programme, it al
50 promotes a balanced appro-
ach between academics and
extracurriculars, 5
suess-free leaming environ-
ment. Throughout the acada.
mic year, students in classes V1
to VI engage in hands-on acti-
vities like carpentry. pottery,
electrical work, and gardening,
eonnecting them with India's
diverse cultural rnd occupatio-
nal heritage This cxposure
alms lo pregruze young learners
for a modlern econciny by brid-
ging the skills gap in a country
where 65% of the population is
under35.”

Recent NCERT survey and
pilot project outcomes révealed
apositiveresponse with91 86%
of students, parents aud tea
chers highlighting that the focus

days' in under-resourced scho-
ols can posw speciiic challenges,
incduding limited funds. faciliti
es, and trained instructors,
“WWhth nearly 85% of Indian scho-
cls lacking vocational courses,
bridging this gap requires stra-
tegic aliocation of funds, past-
nerships, and effective use of di-
gitaltechnology,” be says.

‘The Maharashtra govern-
ment also recently announced
plans to implement bagless
days, which will likely start
fzom the next acadeniic ses-
sion. Sanjay Patil, Mumbai di-
wision president, Maharashira
State Secondary and Highe:
Secondary Scheol Principals’
Association, says, “The init
tive might hinder academic
progiess by disrupting the
structured learning soutine of
students. Schools, especially
those with limited resources,
may face challenges i provi-
dingadequatetrainingfortea-
chers o facilitate these ses-
sions effectively. Withoutcon-
sistent support and guidance,
bagless days could become
supetficial rather than ea-
ningful. nisking an educatio-
nal gap and tailing to deliver
intendad benefits,” headds.
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The Educationist who never lost a legal battle on cleaning textbooks

Dinanath Batraji's life embodies selfless service and dedication to Bharat's education system. All his life, he
fought for truth and integrity in textbooks, battling against distorted portrayals of national heroes and
promoting a more truthful, value-driven curriculum

FOLLOW Ol
Prof. (Dr.) Pramod Kumar - Nov 18, 2024, 08:00 pm IST in Bharat, Special Report, Obituary @GLCL, wg|’:a News
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[ consider myself fortunate to have enjoyed over three decades association with Dinanath Batraji, the visionary
educationist and crusader who forced the then Congress regime at the Centre to delete objectionable passages
about freedom fighters from the NCERT textbooks. I have closely witnessed Dinanath Batraji's decade long
battle from streets to the courts against NCERT, University of Delhi and several private national and
international publishers.

It is commonly believed that life after retirement is just a time to pass the days. But Batraji left deep imprints
in his post retirement life. He has been an inspiration for thousands of people across the country in the field
of education. His life was dedicated to the cause of transforming Bharatiya education system. He even
introduced the concept of annual events like ‘Gyanotsav’ to offer a platform to the people conducting new
experiments in education.

My first encounter with Batraji was interesting. He had the responsibility of Vidya Bharati General Secretary
and he used to frequently visit Keshav Kunj in Jhandewalan. One day, around 11.00 am, I was standing outside
the reception area leaning on support. When he noticed it, he came to me and said: “Aap abhi boodhe nahin
hue hain jo sahara lekar khade hain” (you are not old enough to stand with a support). I still remember his
words every time [ lean on support.

Winner in all Battles

Batraji's commitment to the crusade against objectionable passages in textbooks about freedom fighters and
national icons was admired even by a sitting judge in Delhi court. Batraji was always in the court much before
the hearing time. But the advocate from the opposing side was either late or missing the hearings. One day,
the judge admonished the opposing lawyer for his unpunctuality, saying,“Do you want the court to wait for
you! Look at this ‘young man'. He is always before time.” In his everyday life also, Batraji was very punctual and
normally did not keep his visitors waiting. He fought ten cases in different courts and lost none. The lawyer
from the opposing side in many cases was Prashant Bhushan. Batraji always went to the court fully prepared
and used to spend hours on research. I can recall that he always carried his tiffin from home and avoided
spending organisation’s money on meals in restaurants.
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* very caring to his associates and colleagues in the organisation. When he started a campaign against
itroversial book Three Hundred Ramayanas taught in the University of Delhi, he approached the
University authorities to withdraw the book. When the University authorities did not take any action, he
organised a protest, which the Delhi Police tried to suppress. But the workers, who had joined the protest,
refused to go back. Finally, the police arrested them. In such a situation, Batraji was the first person to reach
the police station with required papers to ensure bail for them. He fought that case all the way to the Supreme
Court, ensuring each and every worker was released safely.

Shiksha Bachao Andolan

[ have closely followed the activities of Shiksha Bachao Andolan (SBA) since its inception, beginning when its
first meeting at Apte Bhavan in Keshav Kunj in June 2005 in the presence of former Union HRD Minister Dr
Murli Manohar Joshi and other educationists including Dr JS Rajput. Since then, I have covered almost all the
activities of SBA in Organiser. I monitored the entire court battle for deletion of 75 controversial passages from
NCERT textbooks, which described the country’s freedom fighters as terrorists. Following the High Court
verdict in early 2008, NCERT finally agreed to delete all the 75 objectionable passages from textbooks. The
Ministry of HRD on June 9, 2008, had to direct NCERT “to be careful in future and ensure that no objectionable
passages are included in any book prescribed for any school or college curriculum”. Before going to the court on
this matter, Batraji had written a book Rashtravadiyon ko Atankvadi mat Banao to stir the countrymen.

Batraji also fought against the deletion of a chapter from University of Delhi textbook —Three Hundred
Ramayana chapter in The Ancient Culture in India—that depicted characters of Ramayana in a highly
objectionable manner. This controversial book, compiled by Prof. Upendra Kaur, the daughter of the then
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, drew a sexual inference on the relationship between Rama, Sita and
Lakshman. Even Hanuman and other Hindu Gods and Goddesses were portrayed in bad light. The protest
against this book was organised in the year 2007.

The thing that inspired me the most, while meeting him every time, was his positive thinking. I remember, he
used to give a new turn to the discussion particularly focussing on negative matters. He used to say, “Instead of
wasting our energy on discussing problems, let us discuss solutions also. If we discuss solutions, we will have a
lot of solutions”. He was highly optimistic in his actions. He dedicated his life to improving the condition of
education in the country. When the committee led by TSR Subramanian was working on evolution of New
Education Policy (NEP), Batraji was on the forefront of providing inputs to that committee. Several points
included in NEP 2020 can be attributed to Batraji.

When [ look at the life and work of Batraji, I feel that he conceptualised the possible corrections in the
curriculum as a teacher and then as a school principal. When he became the General Secretary of Vidya
Bharti, he offered solutions to those difficulties through Shiksha Bachao Andolan Samiti instituted in 2004.
Moreover, Batraji went through several books taught in different madrasas and exposed their objectionable

content through a 48-page book. The High Court verdica of 2008 in the matter of ‘Dina Nath Batra Vs Union of
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Raj begins process to review entire school
curriculum

TNN / Nov 18, 2024, 03:03 IST

Jaipur: School education department
has formed a state-level committee to
review the entire school curriculum
being taught in the state, said officials
on Sunday.

School education minister Madan

Dilawar had earlier said that the school
curriculum would be reviewed and "some undesirable topics and subjects being
taught in the syllabus will be removed."

As per the order issued by elementary education department, the committee will
review "the content/ photographs/ drawings/ material compilation/ interpretation
of the entire school curriculum keeping in view the provisions of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the provisions of the State Curriculum
Framework and the National Curriculum Framework and will submit its suggestions
to the Rajasthan State Council of Educational Research and Training, Udaipur,
within 30 days."

Professor Kailash Sodani, Vice Chancellor of Vardhman Mahaveer Open University,
Kota, has been made chairperson of the committee. Hanuman Singh Rathore, an
educationist, will be vice-chairperson. D Ramakrishna Rao, an educationist with
NCERT, Delhi, has been made advisory member, while Satish Kumar Gupta, OSD
to Dilawar, will work as member secretary.
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Former vice chancellor of Kota University and former member of Rajasthan Public
Service Commission, Prof Pramod Kumar Dashora, former chairman of RBSE,
Professor Bharat Ram Kumar, retired educationist Shyam Sundar Bissa, Jayantilal
Khandelwal, and retired IPS Kanhaiya Lal Beriwal have been appointed as
members. On Nov 14, a delegation of Jagdish Narayan Vijay and Surendra
Godhra, led by Satish Kumar Gupta, visited Delhi and met Prof Dinesh Prasad
Saklani, director of NCERT, and secretary Aman Sharma. In the meeting, they
discussed the rules and legal provisions for curriculum review.
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DU, city schools shift to on

Atian Acdu_

Kochi (Kerala), Nov 18
Gone are the days when
progress cards and

- grades measured student
Instead,

performance.
emojis and stars will
now be used to assess
studies of children in
their early educatlon
stages.

Emojis and stars have
already replaced marks
or grades for Pre-KG fto
‘Class 2 students in many
CBSE schools in Kochi,
according to
authorities.

- Starting this academic
year, many schools in
Koch1 have introduced a
system of awarding emo-

jis and stars to students

from kindergarten to

~school

19  November 2229,

‘Schools in Kochi'teplie
marks with emojis, stars

Class 2. This new pro-

gramme focuses on eval-

uating children based on
their activities, moving
away from the written
exams.

Traditionally, students
receive marks or grades
for their performance.

“Imagine the added

excitement if these were
replaced with emojis like
clapping hands, a star, or
even a trophy. Such visu-
al cues can have a strong

‘impact, making the feed-

back more memorable

and motivating for stu-

dents,” said a teacher

with a CBSE school in

Kochi.
~8he added that the new

“evaluation system has

_the World Health Organiza-

Nindu

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Delhi University (DU) on
Monday ordered its de-
partments and colleges to
shift to the online mode of
teaching till November 23

| as- the city recorded its

worst pollution levels of
the season with the con-
centration of hazardous
particulate matter in the
air shooting up to over 28
times the safe limit set by

tion (WHO).
Meanwhile, the Delhi
government  suspended

physical classes for stu- .
dents of standard 10 and
12. Earlier on Sunday, the
government had ordered
all schools to switch to on-
line mode of teaching, ex-
cept for those studying in
Classes 10 and 12.

Gurugram schools shut
The Haryana government
too ordered Gurugram

~ schools to hold classes on-

103

2 ag No-

received posmve feed
back.

“Early 1ntervent10n- can
help develop social skills
in students from a young
age while also alleviating
the pressure of perform-
ance and grades, and this
is the highlight of the
new system,” she said.

T.P. Ibrahim Khan,
president of the CBSE
management  associa-
tion, also stated, “This
will enhance the stu-
dents’ skills.”

According to him, the
new system focuses on

‘ developing skills like

communication, active
learning, and overall
health and well-being.

14 November 2724, F"j,LND"' 2,

ne mode

line till November 23.

According to the Central
Pollution Control Board,
the air quality index (AQI)
reading at 22 of the 37 sta-
tions maxed out at 500
(severe) by 8 p.m.

The Capital’s Aam Aad-
mi Party government or-
dered that the offices of the
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi will function from
8.30 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
that of the Delhi govern-
ment from 10 a.m. to 6.30
p.m. till further orders.’
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VINAYSHIL GAUTAM

By integrating practical lessons on earning, saving and managing money,

education can better prepare students for real-world challenges

tis a truism to state that the

world is becoming an increasing-

ly complex proposition to deal

with and the methods of copin

with it need to be structured an
understood. This alone will avoid
increasing grief and bewilderment on
the way matters are working in the
world one is surrounded by. An illus-
tration from the area of finance may
illustrate the situation, Itis an obvious
matter to point out that everyone
needs finance 1o survive and finance
has to be obtained if not earned from
somewhere. This business of under-
standing finance or earning requires
the ability to understand what finance
is and how it can be earned.

Finance comes in many shapes and E

colours. A common factor in all
finance is that it is putting a monetary
value to one’s effort and it is compen-
sation for what one does to keep a sys-
tem going. Finance sets the equation

between effort and its compensation

and finance in turn becomes a tool for
both purchasing and obtaining the
needs of life beyond purchase. To do
s0, one needs to understand currency,
its equivalence and how currency is
measured in effort.

It is one of the enigmas of our prevail-
ing school and callege system that these
‘matters are rarely explained through a
curriculum or, for that matter, in a for-

mal situation. Much is learned about

finance through observation and the
domestic environment in which one
has grown, that is converted into
transactions in operational life and
early enough in one life one learns that
one needs to have capabilities to earn
‘money and therefore deal with finance.
Each system has its methods of equiv-
alence between efforts and compensa-
tion and the forces that determine it are
very often referred to as market forces.
This by itself is an art that life teaches

FINANCE COMES
IN MANY SHAPES
AND COLOURS. A
COMMON FACTOR

IN ALL FINANCE
ISTHATITIS
PUTTING A
MONETARY VALUE
TO ONE'S EFFORT
ANDITIS
COMPENSATION
FOR WHAT ONE
DOES TO KEEP A
SYSTEM GOING

dling skills and

worth in h

simply and frequent
ly through trial and error. Thus,
itis that finance is not only tricky,
but it leads to comprehend and

yet it remains one of the corner-

© stones of anyone’s life. Taking the

conversation further, it needs to
be realised that finance has some
basic constituents like earning,
saving, investing, converting into
tangible assets and more. Each
area has over time become a spe-
cialised field of learning and
indeed happiness or otherwise of
one’s existence.

There are forces in finance in the
higher classes of the school where
certain basic concepts are
explained and certain essential
foundational ideas on finance are
shared. What is needed is givin,
it a practical orientation an
teaching people through ficld-
work, the value of finance and its
central role in human life.

Most classrooms have not grad-
uated to that stage of thinking, or
in that way of thinking which
means very simply that most
people pass through the comple-
tion of their schooling without
getting the correlation between
the essentials of finance and the
foundation of living.

A situation becomes more com-
plex when one graduate from the
college or university level and
then unless one is doing a specif-
ic course in finance, one may
never learn anything beyond
what one has learned in school
about finance.

This is a loss because, as enumer-
ated above, what is taught in
school about finance does not go
very far in the practice of finance.
What everyone needs to know is
the correlation between one's

information and how this is com-
pensated in financial terms by the
environment.
This by itself is a tricky proposi-
tion and, as suggested earlier,
needs fieldwork. Then there are
final areas of finance that cannot
be learned unless exposed ta the
practical world and that is not a
matter that can be brought into
the classroom. Also, in a normal
education system, there are again
aps where this learning goes by
srfaull and people are left to pay
for themselves through trial and
error.
This causes not only immense
problems but complications of
one variety or another. One can
be shortchanged or one may not
know that services cannot, in
many cases, be provided without
some type of compensation and
that compensation very often
has to be in terms of money. It
will be a worthwhile approach to
explain to people the relationship
between money, finance and
effort.
Such a perspective will help make
the curriculum of not only the
schools but also the colleges
worthwhile and more practicalin
one’s own life. As matters stand,
if one specialises in phg:s:cs‘

to also focus on the range of
learning before one crosses into
adulthood and becomes a finan-
cially viable entity. As indicated
earlier, much of this is happening
through trial and error, embrac-
ing a method; that works in cer-
tain cases but not in others.
There is a clear need to reduce the
treasury for adjustment to actu-
al life through formal inputs
before one graduates into adult-
hood and is thrown into the open
sea - as il were to take care of
oneself.

The time has come to establish a
philosophy of education, self-for-
mation, and teaching that can
stand on its feet and be related to
the requirements of life.

The time is right for some fun-
damental 1hm¥-.mg on such mat-
ters, and the sooner it's done, the
better. Similarly, similar reflec-
tions are needed in making him
a person through his childhood,
teenage, and other phases of his
life about the nature and content
of what is technology.

This is so because technology
touches every aspect of our lives,
from not just the glasses that one
may have to wear to correct
one's sight but to everything else
that has become such an essen-
tial part of one’s livelihood and
exist ding and under-

Y. history, psychology
ography, or whatever else, one
ar r realises that beyond the
so-called specialisation, there is
a general education one needs.
This general education can be in
behaviour concerning others,
management of self, understand-
ing income. understanding
A s

under

standing the basic nature of tech-
nology in the curriculum of
schools and colleges also needs
attention. However, that may be
a subject matter that needs to be
treated separately and indepen-
dently.

(The writer is a well-known

in{:s. and so on.
Putting it simply. there is a need

1g of inter-
national repute. The views
expressed are personal.)
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5oV SCHOOL TEACHERS FLAG Risks OF HOLDING PHYSICAL CLASSES FOR X, XII STUDENTS; ATISHI LATER ORDERS CLOSURE

Stories to poetry: How Delhi schools are makmg onhne classes engaging

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER

AT MODERN Public School,
Shalimar Bagh, on Monday, a
yed the role

Management to enforce GRAP4
restrictions, the highest set of
anti-pollution measures, start-
ing Monday. Inlight of this, Chief
Minister Atishi had announced
suspension of physical classes
for all students, except those i
2.

Public School, described how
teachers have adapted to online

Sy

ment schools raised concerns
about health risks for students in
grades 10and 12 and teachers.
The Government School
Teachers’ Association wrote to
Atishi, stating: “_ Despite these ex-
treme conditions, schools con-
tinue to operate physical dasses
for students of grades 10 and 12
However urnout for these dasses
has been alarmingly low. as pa
entsareunderstandably:
to nisk their children’s health.
Those students who did attend
displayed severe symptoms. in-
duding watery eyes and sore

‘health sisks. Teachers who con-
tinuetoreport o schools are also
suffering from similar symp-
oS, exacerbating an already
hzardous suaton " it added
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Inclusive Education: NCERT's New E-Content
Guidelines for Disabled Children

The NCERT has issued guidelines for e-content tailored for students with disabilities,
applicable to school education. The guidelines were part of a larger government
initiative following a Supreme Court plea. The push also includes training programs
and a draft policy for inclusive digital education across India.

Devdiscourse News Desk | New Delhi | Updated: 19-11-2024 19:27 15T | Created: 19-11-2024 19:27 IST

he National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has

introduced guidelines for creating e-content specifically for children with

disabilities, applicable to school education, the Centre informed the
Supreme Court. This initiative forms part of a broader government strategy to

enhance digital inclusivity for disabled students.

According to an affidavit submitted to the apex court, alongside this move, the
NCERT has been conducting teacher training sessions across various states
during 2022-2023. The affidavit was part of a hearing responding to a plea by the
Javed Abidi Foundation, demanding guidelines to ensure equal participation for

disabled students in online classes.

A Supreme Court bench advised a simultaneous hearing for related cases,
following a previous verdict mandating the government to implement accessibility
standards. In response, the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disahilities formed an inter-ministerial committee to develop inclusive education
guidelines, setting a collaborative framework involving major educational bodies
like UGC, AICTE, and NCTE.

(With inputs from agencies.)

READ MORE ON: IZ:NCERT:J IZ:e—content:J Iiidisabled students:il Iiintlusive education:il IZ:Supreme Court:il

l/' o -\l ./- o - o -\. l/' . . -\l l/' -\. r'd -\l
( training programs | { digital inclusivity ) ( guidelines ) ( UGC ) ( AICTE )
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Advertisement

Centre informs SC about NCERT guidelines for
development of e-content for children with
disabilities

This update comes as part of the government’s response to a petition filed by the

Javed Abidi Foundation, which seeks directions to ensure that students with
disabilities can equally participate in online education

usy HMara sgEe= ity ufEe aReg

National Council of Educational Research & Training

A petition was filed by the Javed Abidi Foundation in the SC
EdexLive Desk

Published on: 19 Nov 2024, 8:26 pm

00000+

The Centre has informed the Supreme Court about the specific guidelines developed
by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) for the
creation of e-content aimed at children with disabilities, applicable to school
education.

This update comes as part of the government’s response to a petition filed by the
Javed Abidi Foundation, which seeks directions to ensure that students with
disabilities can equally participate in online education, reported PTL

The government’s affidavit, filed before the apex court, outlines several initiatives
aimed at improving accessibility in education.

It highlights that the NCERT has also conducted face-to-face training and
orientation programmes for teachers and other stakeholders in several states during
the 2022-2023 academic year.

The matter was heard by a bench comprising Justices BR Gavai and KV
Viswanathan. During the hearing, Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati,

representing the Centre, referred to the government’s affidavit and the steps taken "/

to address the concerns raised by the petitioner.
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Advocate Sanchita Ain, representing the Javed Abidi Foundation, referred to a
Supreme Court verdict delivered on November 8, 2023, which directed the Centre to
implement mandatory accessibility standards for digital content within three
months.

The bench noted that the issues raised in the current petition overlapped with those
addressed in the November 8 verdict, and suggested that both matters be
considered together, added PTL

The Centre's affidavit further detailed the formation of an inter-ministerial
committee in February 2022 by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities. This committee was tasked with reviewing the petitioner’s suggestions
and drafting guidelines to promote inclusive digital education.
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content for children with disabilities

Govt informs SC about NCERT
guidelines for development of
e-content for children with
disabilities

The Centre has filed an affidavit seeking directions to issue

specific guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities
participate equally with others in online classes.

NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for children with
disabilities which would be applicable for school education. (Image source: Supreme
Court/ Wikimedia Commons)

Press Trust of India | November 19, 2024 | 08:43 PM IST

NEW DELHI: The NCERT has brought out guidelines for the
development of e-content for children with disabilities which would
be applicable for school education, the Centre has told the
Supreme Court. The government has said the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has also conducted
face-to-face training orientation programmes for teachers and
other stakeholders in some states during 2022-2023.

The Centre has filed an affidavit in the apex court which is hearing
a plea by Javed Abidi Foundation seeking directions to issue
specific guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities
participate equally with others in online classes. The matter came
up for hearing on Tuesday before a bench of Justices B R Gavai
and K'V Viswanathan.

Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the
Centre, referred to the government's affidavit filed in the matter.
Advocate Sanchita Ain, appearing for the petitioner, referred to the
November 8 verdict delivered by the apex court in another matter.
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In that verdict, the top court had directed the Centre to implement
mandatory accessibility standards within three months.

The bench said the issue involved in this petition "overlaps" with
those raised in the plea in which the top court had delivered the
November 8 verdict. "Therefore, it will be appropriate that both
these matters are heard together and considered simultaneously,
the bench said.

It asked the apex court registry to list the plea filed by the
foundation along with the petition on which the verdict was
delivered. In its affidavit filed in the apex court, the Centre has
said in order to look into the suggestions submitted by the
petitioner and to suggest the guidelines for inclusive digital
education for all, the Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities had constituted an inter-ministerial committee in
February 2022.

Also read

Mothers cook, doctors are male: Southern
textbooks more sexist than NCERT, ‘Hindi-belt’
ones, says study

NCERT guidelines for e-content

It said in its first meeting held on February 25, 2022, the
committee constituted six sub-committees, one each at the level
of the University Grants Commission, All India Council for
Technical Education, National Council for Teacher Education,
NCERT, the Central Board of Secondary Education and
Rehabilitation Council of India to look into the suggestions made
by petitioner.

The affidavit said the committee had advised these institutions to
frame the draft guidelines to give effect to the workable
suggestions by focusing on aspects like accessibility of physical
environment, accessibility of content and training of teachers. It
said the UGC, AICTE and NCTE are regulatory bodies with
respect to universities including higher educational institutions,
technical education and teacher education respectively.

It said the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) is the regulatory
body with respect to rehabilitation education under the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. "The
guidelines as framed by UGC and AICTE have already been
circulated to all universities/institutions," it said, adding that
guidelines instructions as have been issued by these
organisations will be applicable to respective categories of higher
educational institutions.

"NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-
content for children with disabilities which would be applicable for
school education," it said. The affidavit said NCTE accessibility
guidelines have been issued for compliance by respective
institutions. "RCI, which has not framed separate guidelines, has
adopted and circulated UGC guidelines to all the approved
institutions to strictly follow the same," it said.

Follow us for the latest education news on colleges and
universities, admission, courses, exams, research, education
policies, study abroad and more..

To get in touch, write to us at news@careers360.com.
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‘Teachers, Teach Thyselves

Meet AI’s challenges to traditional education
by dropping bits of that tradition

t happens when a powerful tool like AI meets the
g )g ; traditional teaching model? Anxiety, friction and litigation.
AnLLM studentat OP Jindal University won a case against
the institution, which had declared his work Al-generated, and failed
him for plagiarism. While his own argument hinged on technicalities
around the university’s policies on plagiarism and copyright, such
cases and complications are bound to pop up in classrooms and work-
places. As AT models are trained on large datasets, narrow claims of
authorship and attribution are hard to establish. This tech isnew and
it destabilises certain formats of evaluation, like the periodic exam or
essay. But there’s no point being on a collision course with AL Like
search engines and smartphones, Al tools will
have tobe assimilated, and harnessed.
Students have every incentive to use Al for
shortcuts, toload it with grunt-work, use it to
polish their prose and so on. It can be a lear-
ningaid to detanglejargon, or help those whose
B imperfect language skills distract from their
L grasp over a subject. Teachers will have to -
rethink their idea of academic/workplace integrity: They will have
totest students’ mastery of the hows and whys, not the whats.
ATisaburbler thatcan produce plausible answers. Buteducation
isabout mind wrestling with study material. Teachers and students
should know it’s easy to game one’s homework, but both self-respect
and interest’in a ‘subject demand our actual attention. The poet
Joseph Fasano responded to a student who used Al to write a poem,
“I know your days are precious/on this earth./But what are you
trying/tobefreeof ?/Theliving? Themiraculous/taskof it?/Loveis
for the ones wholove the work.” Teachers, get it. o
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Govt informs SC about NCERT
guidelines for development of e-
content for children with disabilities

The NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for children with
disabilities which would be applicable for school education, the Centre has told the Supreme

Court.

PTI
Updated On Nov 20, 2024 at 05:19 PM IST

New Delhi, The NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development
of e-content for children with disabilities which would be applicable for
school education, the Centre has told the Supreme Court. The
government has said the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has also conducted face-to-face training orientation
programmes for teachers and other stakeholders in some states during

2022-2023.
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The government has said the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has also
conducted face-to-face training orientation programmes
for teachers and other stakeholders in some states during
2022-2023.

Advt

The Centre has filed an affidavit in the apex court which is hearing a
plea by Javed Abidi Foundation seeking directions to issue specific
guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities participate equally

with others in online classes.

The matter came up for hearing on Tuesday before a bench of Justices B

R Gavai and KV Viswanathan.

Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the Centre,

referred to the government's affidavit filed in the matter.

Advocate Sanchita Ain, appearing for the petitioner, referred to the

November 8 verdict delivered by g apex court in another matter.
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In that verdict, the top court had directed the Centre to implement

mandatory accessibility standards within three months.

The bench said the issue involved in this petition "overlaps" with those
raised in the plea in which the top court had delivered the November 8

verdict.

"Therefore, it will be appropriate that both these matters are heard

together and considered simultaneously," the bench said.

It asked the apex court registry to list the plea filed by the foundation

along with the petition on which the verdict was delivered.

In its affidavit filed in the apex court, the Centre has said in order to look
into the suggestions submitted by the petitioner and to suggest the
guidelines for inclusive digital education for all, the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities had constituted an inter-

ministerial committee in February 2022.

Advt

It said in its first meeting held on February 25, 2022, the committee
constituted six sub-committees, one each at the level of the University

Grants Commission, All India Council for Technical Education, National
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Council for Teacher Education, NCERT, the Central Board of Secondary
Education and Rehabilitation Council of India to look into the

suggestions made by petitioner.

The affidavit said the committee had advised these institutions to frame
the draft guidelines to give effect to the workable suggestions by
focusing on aspects like accessibility of physical environment,

accessibility of content and training of teachers.

It said the UGC, AICTE and NCTE are regulatory bodies with respect to
universities including higher educational institutions, technical

education and teacher education respectively.

It said the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) is the regulatory body
with respect to rehabilitation education under the Department of

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.

"The guidelines as framed by UGC and AICTE have already been
circulated to all universities/institutions," it said, adding that guidelines
instructions as have been issued by these organisations will be applicable

to respective categories of higher educational institutions.

"NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for
children with disabilities which would be applicable for school

education," it said.

The affidavit said NCTE accessibility guidelines have been issued for

compliance by respective institutions.

"RCI, which has not framed separate guidelines, has adopted and
circulated UGC guidelines to all the approved institutions to strictly

follow the same," it said.>

Published On Nov 20, 2024 at 05:17 PM IST
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Govt informs SC on NCERT guidelines
for e-content development for CWD
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New Delhi: The NCERT has brought out
guidelines for the development of e-
content for children with disabilities which
would be applicable for school education,
the Centre has told the Supreme Court.

The government has said the National
Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has also conducted
face-to-face training orientation
programmes for teachers and other
stakeholders in some states during 2022-
2023.

The Centre has filed an affidavit in the
apex court which is hearing a plea by JavedAbidi Foundation seeking directions to issue specific
guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities participate equally with others in online
classes.

The matter came up for hearing on Tuesday before a bench of Justices B R Gavai and KV
Viswanathan.

Additional Solicitor General AishwaryaBhati, appearing for the Centre, referred to the government’s
affidavit filed in the matter.

Advocate Sanchita Ain, appearing for the petitioner, referred to the November 8 verdict delivered
by the apex court in another matter.

In that verdict, the top court had directed the Centre to implement mandatory accessibility
standards within three months.

The bench said the issue involved in this petition “overlaps” with those raised in the plea in which
the top court had delivered the November 8 verdict.

“Therefore, it will be appropriate that both these matters are heard together and considered
simultaneously,” the bench said.

It asked the apex court registry to list the plea filed by the foundation along with the petition on
which the verdict was delivered.

In its affidavit filed in the apex court, the Centre has said in order to look into the suggestions
submitted by the petitioner and to suggest the guidelines for inclusive digital education for all, the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities had constituted an inter-ministerial
committee in February 2022.

It said in its first meeting held on February 25, 2022, the committee constituted six sub-
committees, one each at the level of the University Grants Commission, All India Council for
Technical Education, National Council for Teache qucation, NCERT, the Central Board of
Secondary Education and Rehabilitation Councll 2 dia to look into the suggestions made by
petitioner.
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The affidavit said the committee had advised these institutions to frame the draft guidelines to
give effect to the workable suggestions by focusing on aspects like accessibility of physical
environment, accessibility of content and training of teachers.

It said the UGC, AICTE and NCTE are regulatory bodies with respect to universities including higher
educational institutions, technical education and teacher education respectively.

It said the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) is the regulatory body with respect to rehabilitation
education under the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.

“The guidelines as framed by UGC and AICTE have already been circulated to all
universities/institutions,” it said, adding that guidelines instructions as have been issued by these
organisations will be applicable to respective categories of higher educational institutions.

“NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for children with disabilities
which would be applicable for school education,” it said.

The affidavit said NCTE accessibility guidelines have been issued for compliance by respective
institutions.

“RCI, which has not framed separate guidelines, has adopted and circulated UGC guidelines to all
the approved institutions to strictly follow the same,” it said.

Press Trust of India
Press Trust of India is lead news agency of India
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‘How does PM Vidy "
differ from other schemes? ..

The Humdae , 2.4 Novembrer, 2024, @aa;z No.- &

Vidyalaxmi

Does this central scheme cover middle-income students? Does it depend on NAAC and NBA certifications?

Why have a lot of institutions been left out from the list?

| Ravina Warkad

The story so far:
n November 6, the Union
Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
approved a new Central Sector
| Scheme, PM Vidyalaxmi, which seeks to
provide financial support to meritorious
students applying for higher education.
| Students will now be eligible to get
| collateral-free, guarantor-free loans from
| banks and financial institutions to cover
| the full amount of tuition fees and other
- expenses related to the course.

What does the scheme cover?
The government has said that students
who have gained admission in 860 quality
higher education institutions, as defined
by the National Institutional Ranking

' Framework (NIRF), are eligible for the

loans. The scheme will potentially cover
22 lakh students, a Ministry of Education
spokesperson said. For students with an
annual family income of up to %8 lakh,
and not eligible for benefits under any
other government scholarship, a 3%
interest subvention for loans up to ¥10
lakh will be provided during the
moratorium period. The interest
subvention support will be given to one
lakh students every year. Preference will
be given to students from government
institutions who have opted for technical
or professional courses. “An outlay of
3,600 crore has been made during
2024-25 to 2030-31, and seven lakh fresh
students are expected to get the benefit of
this interest subvention during the
period,” the Ministry added.

‘What about past schemes?
PM Vidyalaxmi differs from previous

central government schemes in the
number of institutions eligible, mode of
processing of loans, the income cap, and
the amount of money to be disbursed. For
example, studerits can apply for loans
through the Vidyalaxmi portal, which
simplifies loan applications and has links
to all major public sector as well as
private banks. It also facilitates the
tracking of the loan status.

Moreover, while previous schemes
offered benefits to only low-income
groups, the Vidyalaxmi scheme expands
coverage to middle-income families,
irrespective of other factors such as caste.

For earlier schemes, the eligible
institutions needed to be accredited with
the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC) and the

_National Board of Accreditation (NBA).
With 820 universities of NAAC and 15,501
colleges, along with 3,348 NBA
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institutions, the total was about 20,000 .
institutions. However, under Vidyalaxmi,
only institutions with NIRF ranks are
eligible. This means that the scheme will
be applicable to all government and
private institutions ranked within the top

100 in NIRF rankings in the overall list as

well as all institutions in the
category-specific and domain-specific
lists. Professor O R S Rao, Chancellor,
ICFAI University, Sikkim, who helped to
compile the list of universities eligible for
the scheme, says the list does not feature
860 unique institutes as some are ranked
in multiple categories. An institute has to
register for the ranking as a prerequisite
to feature in the rankings. While some
institutions apply to a single category,
some others apply for multiple categories
and hence feature on more than one list.

What are the implications?

Rankings are now becoming more and
more important with loan eligibility being
conditional on them. As this scheme
significantly reduces the number of
eligible institutions, the stakes of
performing well in higher education
entrance tests just got higher. Banker
Thomas Franco said that this makes it
difficult for students who do not have
excellent marks to avail the loan. Banks
may charge higher rates of interest for
other institutions or straight away reject
them if they don’t have a good rank. ﬂ

THE GIST
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' On November 6, the Union

Cabinet chaired by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
approved a new Central Sector
Scheme, PM Vidyalaxmi, which
seeks to provide financial
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students applying for higher
education.
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Bindu Sha an Perappadan
NEW DELHI

The world is facing an un-
precedented planetary cri-
sis with nearly half the
world’s children — about
one billion - living in coun-
tries that face high risk of
climate and environmental
hazards, said the UNICEF’s
State of the World’s Chil-
dren 2024 (SOWC-2024) re-
port, released on
Wednesday.

The report examines
impact of three long-term
global forces - demo-
graphic shifts, climate and

| environmental crises, and

frontier technologies -

which it claims will have a
profound effect on chil-
dren’s lives between now
and 2050.
f The report notes that
| climate  destabilisation,
biodiversity collapse and
. widespread pollution
| threats are intensifying
globally. ;i
k “Children are confront-

e Huodw , 24 Mwerv\lre)» 2024, @aﬂxwm,

Future of
childhood

. India and China
“will remain the

two countries with
the most children
in the 2050s, even
asthe number of
children will have
dropped by about
106 million ih India
and by 203 million
in China s b

Democratic
Republic of Congo — AOL

United States [ 73
Indonesia - 72

United Republic
ofTar?zama - 28

Bangladesh ik sl ) bt .
Note Countries which may have the !argest number of children in the 20505

ocis IRRELT] 8 e of children

(in million)

China NN 141
Nigeria [N 132
Pakistan [SNENNY 120

Ethiopia - 82

L PAT Iscures -

ing a more unpredictable,
hazardous environment
than any previous genera-
tion,” it warns.

Explaining the adverse
impact, UNICEF said that
children’s developing bo-
dies are uniquely suscepti-
ble to these hazards.

From before their first
breath, children’s brains,
lungs and immune systems
are vulnerable to pollution
and extreme weather. Air

SOURCE: THE STATE OF THE WORLD'S CHILDREN 2024, UNICEF

pollution is especially
harmful to children; its im-
pact on their respiratory
health and development
can last a lifetime.

Rising temperatures in-
crease mosquito popula-
tions, spreading diseases
such as malaria, dengue
and Zika. Floods contami-
nate water supplies, lead-
ing to waterborne diseas-
es, which are a major cause

of death for children under
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five years of age. Extreme
weather limits food pro-
duction and access, in-
creasing children’s risk of
food insecurity. Climate-re-
lated disasters can also
cause feelings of helpless-
ness, trauma and anxiety

" in children, the report

notes.

“Since 2022, 400 mil-
lion students around the
world have experienced
school closures due to ex-

treme weather. In addmon
to violating child rights, in-
hibiting learning stifles
economic growth. Climate
and environmental = ha-
zards also displace chil-
dren from their homes,”
the report states.
Additionally, it notes
that by the 2050s, the glo-
bal child population is pro-
jected to stabilise at
around 2.3 billion. Howev-
ey this global figure ob-
regional  shifts
where while South Asia
will remain one of the re-
gions with the largest child
populations, it will be

. joined by eastern and

southern Africa, as well as
~western, and  Central
Affica.

“These regions already
struggle to meet children’s
basic needs, while also fac-
ing significant climate risks
and lacking adequate digi-
tal infrastructure,” says the
report adding that with
fewer young dependents
relative to workers, more

Planetary crisis puts children at rlsk UNICEF report

resources cou]d be freed to
support children and boost
the economy.

On frontier technolo-
gies, the report notes that
artificial intelligence, neu-
rotechnology, next-genera-
tion renewable energy and
vaccine  breakthroughs
could significantly improve
childhood in the future.

“Digitalisation can em-
power children but it can
also expose children to on-
line risks, including sexual
exploitation and abuse,”
the report cautions.

It adds that over 95% of
people in high-income
countries are connected to
the Internet, compared
with barely 26% in low-in-
come countries. Infras-
tructure limitations, high
costs and permission bar-
riers continue to impede
progress. This digital ex-
clusion threatens to exa-
cerbate existing inequali-
ties, especially in regions
with rapidly growing child
populations.
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“INDIA NEEDS 2,500 VARSITIES TO
ACCOMMODATE 50% STUDENTS’

Says NITI Aayog CEO, also mentions improving the quality of
education is the key to provide more opportunities for the youth

OUR CORRESPONDENT

n order to meet the increasing
Idemand for higher education, India

needs to significantly increase the:
number of universities, said NITI Aayog
CEO BVR Subrahmanyam. Speaking
at the Indian School of Business (ISB),
he recently stressed the importance of
doubling the number of universities to
2,500 in order to enroll 50% of eligible
students. Currently, with only 1,200
universities, India accommodates just
29% of the student population, which
falls far short of the target.
r Subrahmanyam mentioned that while
new universities and colleges are opening
at a steady pace, about one university
and two colleges each week, this growth
is still not enough to meet the increasing
demand for quality education.

“At least 50% of students should
be in colleges. We need to double the
number of colleges and universities in
the country. The country needs 2,500

universities;” he said. While not all
current institutions may meet high
standards, expanding the number of

universities is a necessary step.
He also suggested that the way
education is delivered may need to

SAMAGAM 2024

SYNERGY.OF CREATIVITY, COMPASSION & DREAMS

OUR CORRESPONDENT

amagam 2024 was a vibrant cel-

ebration of creativity, collabora-

tion and the bigger dreams of
young minds. Sister Nivedita Univer-
sity’s (SNU) Performing Arts Depart-
ment and Techno India Group Public
School Hooghly joined hands to host
an inspiring inter-school sit and draw
competition, culminating in a captivat-

ing dance drama, Alor Pathel, " EACH PERFORMANCE
L e CARRIED A SENSE OF

chowdhury, said, “Creativity is the
heartbeat of this event. Every brush-
stroke and dance step speaks to the
empathy, compassion, and dedica-
tion that these students pour into their

EMPATHY AND COMPASSION

performances”” The stage pulsed with
energy as students expressed their

= e

dreams and emotions through power-
ful songs, expressive dance, and dra-
matic flair. Each performance carried a
sense of empathy and compassion, with
young actors bringing characters to life
with remarkable maturity and depth.
Their efforts resonated with the audi-
ence, who responded with resounding
applause, celebrating the spirit of unity
and aspiration.

Vice Chancellor of SNU, Prof
Dhrubajyoti Chattopadhyay, conveyed
his heartfelt wishes to all participants.
The event was coordinated by Dr Jon-
aki Mukherjee of Techno India Group,
ensuring a memorable experience for all
involved. Among the august audience
were Prof Debashish Mondal, Pradeepta
Chatterjee and Debayan Dutta.

At least b0%
of students
should be in

- colleges. We
need:to double.
the number of
colleges and
universities in

{ the country

change to ensure both access and
quality. Expanding institutions.and
improving the quality of education wil
be key to providing more opportunitie
for Indid’s youth and meeting the
demands of its growing student
population. This expansion is seen as
essential for improving the workforce
and supporting India’s economic futur

IS UNITES GLOBAL
PHARMACEUTICAL EXPERT!

OUR CORRESPONDENT

he Department of Pharmaceuti

Technology at JIS University co
ducted its inaugural offline conferen
JISUCONPH2024, at the Swami Vi
kananda Academy in Agarpara. Them
‘Modern Tools and Approaches in t
Emerging Field of Pharmaceutical a
Biomedical Research, this three-day ev.
brought experts from India and abroac
discuss cutting-edge advancements.

Key topics of discussions included

. integration of Al, advancements in ds

delivery systems and biopharmaceut]
research. “JISUCONPH2024 has bee
remarkable convergence of global expert
laying the groundwork for advancement
pharmaceutical science. This conference
only strengthens our commitment to in
vation but also builds a collaborative p
form where knowledge knows no borde
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Textbooks in 22 Indian languages will popularise multilingualism
in educational institutes and workplaces

The education ministry is pushing various initiatives to develop digital study materials in all scheduled
languages
[

@ Share

Ayushi Gupta | Posted November 21, 2024 09:00 AM

Lack of textbooks in regional languages including Hindi has emerged as the prominent reason for fewer or no

takers in courses offered in these languages. Recently, West Bengal, Kerala, and Karnataka discontinued their
regional language engineering programmes due to low enrolments. Similarly, MBBS offered in Hindi in Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan is getting a lukewarm response. Identifying the reason for the limited
popularity of regional languages, the Ministry of Education (MoE) has introduced several initiatives to popularise
it. The Union Ministry of Education (MoE) has urged all ministries, departments, and autonomous bodies under the

central government to consider using their capacity-building funds for the promotion of Indian languages.

Speaking to Education Times, Chamu Krishna Shastry, chairman, Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, MoE, said, “The reason
for low enrolment in Indian languages may be due to several contextual factors. One prominent reason is the
unavailability of quality content materials or textbooks for engineering and medical courses in local languages. The
MokE has decided that textbooks and study materials in all the 22 scheduled Indian languages will be offered for all
the courses. The CBSE school teachers are directed to use any of the Indian languages as the medium

of instruction in the classroom. The AICTE has introduced the Anuvadini app for translating engineering and oth
professional course textbooks in other languages. The Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL)

Mysore, in collaboration with NCERT, has published pﬂlz&s in 77 languages including tribal
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languages. All institutions and regulatory bodies under the MoE are collectively working to make Bhartiya Bhasha

a medium of instruction.”

The MoE directed the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) to launch the National Mission for
Mentoring (NMM) and the National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) for pre-primary, primary,
secondary, and senior secondary stages in schools, as well as for teachers in non-formal and part-time education,
adult education, and distance education. These initiatives will be available in 15 languages. Advanced Al
translation tools were such as Anuvadini, Bhashini, and Bahubhasha Shabdakosh were also launched to facilitate

the use of Indian words, phrases, and sentences in emerging domains like IT, industry, research, and education.

Meanwhile, the MoE has instructed the accurate use of funds to promote Indian languages. “Universities are
organising various capacity-building workshops to equip NCERT experts and teachers to write books in local
languages and promote multilingual teaching-learning. MoE’s capacity-building initiatives include developing
digital materials in Indian languages for which ASMITA (Augmenting Study Materials in Indian Languages
through Translation and Academic Writing) was introduced,” Shastry adds.

Creating multilingual ecosystem

To enhance the acceptance of professionals who have been trained and educated through regional language courses,
the MoE has directed to popularise the Indian languages at school and college levels. “The multilingual ecosystem
will generate enough literature, documents, and various other reading materials in multiple Indian languages,
fostering greater appreciation and knowledge among youth. Multilingualism will create demand for subject-
specific skills giving rise to translation-based jobs in fields such as administration, law, commerce, information

technology, business, healthcare, entertainment, media, and more,” adds Shastry.

Linguistic transition is largely driven by demand, policy, profitability, and national aspirations. “It is a
misconception that all workplaces function solely in English. Even in English-oriented workplaces, the goal is not
to replace English but to incorporate Indian languages alongside it. Around 90% of the population does not use
English as a language of communication, so making information accessible to this large segment requires an Indian
language-centred ecosystem. Multinational Corporations (MNCs) are increasingly producing content in local
languages, with major tech companies investing heavily in Al and Machine Learning (ML) for local language
applications. Future workplaces will be Indian language-centric, creating a greater demand for proficiency in

Indian languages,” he adds.

An Indian language-driven ecosystem in education will allow students to learn subjects more effectively,

as Indian languages—through their sounds, vocabulary, sentence structures, and styles—are native to the learners.
This multilingual ecosystem will not only equip students with the necessary knowledge and skills for their chosen
fields but also make them linguistically proficient in context-specific language usage. Shastry says, “Fostering an
environment where youth can learn in their native languages while accessing career opportunities is crucial.

An Indian language-centred ecosystem envisions promoting Indian languages across all areas of education and
work, harnessing the country’s multilingual assets. Many Indian workplaces primarily use local languages, and
youth educated in Indian languages will be better equipped to meet workplace demands with high communication

efficiency.”
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NCERT to revise text books for class 6 again

Joe Jacob
PUBLISHED: NOVEMBER 21, 2024 03:43 PM IST
1 MINUTE READ

Representative image: iStock/gopixa

The NCERT is set to revise the textbooks for class 6 introduced this year, following
criticism that the content provided is insufficient for students. Additional chapters will
be added to the Mathematics and Social Science books to plug these gaps.

Last year, the Central government engaged an expert committee to develop a new set
of textbooks based on an updated syllabus. These revised books were distributed to
classes 3 and 6 this year. These books, including 'Ganitha Prakash' for class six became
available only in August.

However, experts reviewing the textbooks found significant omissions in the
mathematics curriculum, particularly in topics like decimal numbers, algebra, and
ratios. They also pointed to a limited number of training exercises for students in this
book. As a result, a chapter on decimal numbers is confirmed for inclusion, though it
remains unclear if additional chapters on algebra and ratios will be added.
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geography, and civics through three separate textbooks. However, the revised syllabus
introduced a single textbook titled 'Exploring Society: India and Beyond'.

& oNmanorama

© Copyright 2024 Onmanorama. All rights reserved.

131


https://onmanorama.com/
https://onmanorama.com/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CyJhjCjFAZ7-8NozhjMwPkb2akAmT0PTLe_2nueSqE8_BhdPhQxABIMWetB1g5cLkg6QOoAGHluTPKMgBBqkCEZMlry1qST6oAwHIAwqqBKcCT9Ar9B8hak_qoTg3xtX4A-4V_J881EJ5fqYjUKxKiZPCup72WOQ5zPtll69KrTSZGxyVVrE49T_K2nXBys3PLfbcsDQLVE9jInuAaM0F9qEbo99lmqONn0-hSM3os412hEv0wcRGihbK4Wkv7RedkBOKPNfszq-TlaRu7U9vS45D14QspYI_aNGQpXc6VDtsjB5FJcNUIdQ197gR8_PqqGN4GDUlTwVBvBownTrPGbxXLpav70PytH7kyRPllTFYGAvXz9ShcfueZG1IKDDsujNnais8JzTiJiRwn0xskIFXDqSGdfI819f3aKCN8r0sHU40FkQP1Cl-mPEh_g-JDM4ToGf4qi_j2vskiCSPFTWqkhoz6c2Pqtc3KHNCRLZ3pQO84lVkmcAE27GCgf0E4AQDiAWag_PKUZAGAaAGN4AHh860rwOoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeVxbECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJgiAYRABGB0yAooCOguAQIDAgICAoKiAAki9_cE6WLvEz-Kz74kDsQkQfdZGXRXT0YAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAklO4g0TCN-M0OKz74kDFYwwgwMdkZ4GkuoNEwiFlNHis--JAxWMMIMDHZGeBpKwE5yJnhrYEw3YFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYArIYCRICoE8YNyIBAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7d7E7ExJOz_ZJrWc0bz1WD4jWWNcgnSncjfjagLxO0NMtAAWiyr8cMJUmdm962l2IdXn7wX_g_7BgB&sig=AOD64_064RROlzZFyH3YC7p4mvrgSE1W_w&client=ca-pub-4069693291391267&dbm_c=AKAmf-CXRjQyET0HAvq63xFnB11flEVB_hbMoJCsfl4MQBPnQbGLAt-oe2E49ojJl7uQs5p2E8saicuDSkBVVU58gJmQM1IauPOZPOuOal_YyQgHAR7X2S4NMtCeOiTtdvkpWlZhBdSvrjxjxMTbLK0T0V0iCaPRd9Wnf8RWfsEAFAAGjEGus9Tz0P64kaVTlwFeEcdG_-uKngTMOXDP5pqsAqpPTsP3gwpluIaoqYX2I6DyIAAuCkQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BalT18JhxJslOzqp3qLNyPabrpRsnsjxT8WmmB1rJ4fALTAS0OGGfVd3pAmPiz14OTt1LKXGe5hDlbiVs9t5tdd92Zf68j1hZR5V2GuYHaUxg6LQtJES5Vwqs0HfoV5290aUl2O-k2H0br8Zyk_DsqNLnlOSiEBWeKLWTKZIdQcyvPP7GFyMTgKaroQFUbl7f5OzCtNqUmH8c8E4EftS8RvgV4N-0VniSCpmfc-Cnxa_K1fh1L3gRB8SHBNPOXQ4JPNLoZzRiEXcHb6y1qroxKI5sFfxt_FRqiRq5xT3cI6URl1bPeOBW2IYrRT9Kdvto6Eyn8_EYMuWomUxLheXJlqxQrXr43cLrl1IkESmYnfS8jsjEQGeAKoEyukNsoKKpqpM7sm8oWV6bPMRwxfUnewfbpN1RA95LPcl0F8PIMvAhHJgyTFwsiEDuWwa9FNK30exZo2wcU9ZzIeJXzouvMbHfVZWbkL-1rwU7dYijP6FgvuZlSrh_nN4UyCg19uwmhXRPMkxFlFp5-hsw_U-SNyzkkJw&dc_exteid=31954558865724002864566978412422165&dc_pubid=4&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=8&adurl=https://www.cleartrip.com/flights?&utm_source=dv360&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=brand_msd_nov24_dv360_panindia_display_nativebanners_1p_fhp_msd_flight_flat_12per_off
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CyJhjCjFAZ7-8NozhjMwPkb2akAmT0PTLe_2nueSqE8_BhdPhQxABIMWetB1g5cLkg6QOoAGHluTPKMgBBqkCEZMlry1qST6oAwHIAwqqBKcCT9Ar9B8hak_qoTg3xtX4A-4V_J881EJ5fqYjUKxKiZPCup72WOQ5zPtll69KrTSZGxyVVrE49T_K2nXBys3PLfbcsDQLVE9jInuAaM0F9qEbo99lmqONn0-hSM3os412hEv0wcRGihbK4Wkv7RedkBOKPNfszq-TlaRu7U9vS45D14QspYI_aNGQpXc6VDtsjB5FJcNUIdQ197gR8_PqqGN4GDUlTwVBvBownTrPGbxXLpav70PytH7kyRPllTFYGAvXz9ShcfueZG1IKDDsujNnais8JzTiJiRwn0xskIFXDqSGdfI819f3aKCN8r0sHU40FkQP1Cl-mPEh_g-JDM4ToGf4qi_j2vskiCSPFTWqkhoz6c2Pqtc3KHNCRLZ3pQO84lVkmcAE27GCgf0E4AQDiAWag_PKUZAGAaAGN4AHh860rwOoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeVxbECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJgiAYRABGB0yAooCOguAQIDAgICAoKiAAki9_cE6WLvEz-Kz74kDsQkQfdZGXRXT0YAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAklO4g0TCN-M0OKz74kDFYwwgwMdkZ4GkuoNEwiFlNHis--JAxWMMIMDHZGeBpKwE5yJnhrYEw3YFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYArIYCRICoE8YNyIBAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7d7E7ExJOz_ZJrWc0bz1WD4jWWNcgnSncjfjagLxO0NMtAAWiyr8cMJUmdm962l2IdXn7wX_g_7BgB&sig=AOD64_064RROlzZFyH3YC7p4mvrgSE1W_w&client=ca-pub-4069693291391267&dbm_c=AKAmf-CXRjQyET0HAvq63xFnB11flEVB_hbMoJCsfl4MQBPnQbGLAt-oe2E49ojJl7uQs5p2E8saicuDSkBVVU58gJmQM1IauPOZPOuOal_YyQgHAR7X2S4NMtCeOiTtdvkpWlZhBdSvrjxjxMTbLK0T0V0iCaPRd9Wnf8RWfsEAFAAGjEGus9Tz0P64kaVTlwFeEcdG_-uKngTMOXDP5pqsAqpPTsP3gwpluIaoqYX2I6DyIAAuCkQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BalT18JhxJslOzqp3qLNyPabrpRsnsjxT8WmmB1rJ4fALTAS0OGGfVd3pAmPiz14OTt1LKXGe5hDlbiVs9t5tdd92Zf68j1hZR5V2GuYHaUxg6LQtJES5Vwqs0HfoV5290aUl2O-k2H0br8Zyk_DsqNLnlOSiEBWeKLWTKZIdQcyvPP7GFyMTgKaroQFUbl7f5OzCtNqUmH8c8E4EftS8RvgV4N-0VniSCpmfc-Cnxa_K1fh1L3gRB8SHBNPOXQ4JPNLoZzRiEXcHb6y1qroxKI5sFfxt_FRqiRq5xT3cI6URl1bPeOBW2IYrRT9Kdvto6Eyn8_EYMuWomUxLheXJlqxQrXr43cLrl1IkESmYnfS8jsjEQGeAKoEyukNsoKKpqpM7sm8oWV6bPMRwxfUnewfbpN1RA95LPcl0F8PIMvAhHJgyTFwsiEDuWwa9FNK30exZo2wcU9ZzIeJXzouvMbHfVZWbkL-1rwU7dYijP6FgvuZlSrh_nN4UyCg19uwmhXRPMkxFlFp5-hsw_U-SNyzkkJw&dc_exteid=31954558865724002864566978412422165&dc_pubid=4&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=19&adurl=https://www.cleartrip.com/flights?&utm_source=dv360&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=brand_msd_nov24_dv360_panindia_display_nativebanners_1p_fhp_msd_flight_flat_12per_off
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CyJhjCjFAZ7-8NozhjMwPkb2akAmT0PTLe_2nueSqE8_BhdPhQxABIMWetB1g5cLkg6QOoAGHluTPKMgBBqkCEZMlry1qST6oAwHIAwqqBKcCT9Ar9B8hak_qoTg3xtX4A-4V_J881EJ5fqYjUKxKiZPCup72WOQ5zPtll69KrTSZGxyVVrE49T_K2nXBys3PLfbcsDQLVE9jInuAaM0F9qEbo99lmqONn0-hSM3os412hEv0wcRGihbK4Wkv7RedkBOKPNfszq-TlaRu7U9vS45D14QspYI_aNGQpXc6VDtsjB5FJcNUIdQ197gR8_PqqGN4GDUlTwVBvBownTrPGbxXLpav70PytH7kyRPllTFYGAvXz9ShcfueZG1IKDDsujNnais8JzTiJiRwn0xskIFXDqSGdfI819f3aKCN8r0sHU40FkQP1Cl-mPEh_g-JDM4ToGf4qi_j2vskiCSPFTWqkhoz6c2Pqtc3KHNCRLZ3pQO84lVkmcAE27GCgf0E4AQDiAWag_PKUZAGAaAGN4AHh860rwOoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeVxbECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJgiAYRABGB0yAooCOguAQIDAgICAoKiAAki9_cE6WLvEz-Kz74kDsQkQfdZGXRXT0YAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAklO4g0TCN-M0OKz74kDFYwwgwMdkZ4GkuoNEwiFlNHis--JAxWMMIMDHZGeBpKwE5yJnhrYEw3YFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYArIYCRICoE8YNyIBAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7d7E7ExJOz_ZJrWc0bz1WD4jWWNcgnSncjfjagLxO0NMtAAWiyr8cMJUmdm962l2IdXn7wX_g_7BgB&sig=AOD64_064RROlzZFyH3YC7p4mvrgSE1W_w&client=ca-pub-4069693291391267&dbm_c=AKAmf-CXRjQyET0HAvq63xFnB11flEVB_hbMoJCsfl4MQBPnQbGLAt-oe2E49ojJl7uQs5p2E8saicuDSkBVVU58gJmQM1IauPOZPOuOal_YyQgHAR7X2S4NMtCeOiTtdvkpWlZhBdSvrjxjxMTbLK0T0V0iCaPRd9Wnf8RWfsEAFAAGjEGus9Tz0P64kaVTlwFeEcdG_-uKngTMOXDP5pqsAqpPTsP3gwpluIaoqYX2I6DyIAAuCkQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BalT18JhxJslOzqp3qLNyPabrpRsnsjxT8WmmB1rJ4fALTAS0OGGfVd3pAmPiz14OTt1LKXGe5hDlbiVs9t5tdd92Zf68j1hZR5V2GuYHaUxg6LQtJES5Vwqs0HfoV5290aUl2O-k2H0br8Zyk_DsqNLnlOSiEBWeKLWTKZIdQcyvPP7GFyMTgKaroQFUbl7f5OzCtNqUmH8c8E4EftS8RvgV4N-0VniSCpmfc-Cnxa_K1fh1L3gRB8SHBNPOXQ4JPNLoZzRiEXcHb6y1qroxKI5sFfxt_FRqiRq5xT3cI6URl1bPeOBW2IYrRT9Kdvto6Eyn8_EYMuWomUxLheXJlqxQrXr43cLrl1IkESmYnfS8jsjEQGeAKoEyukNsoKKpqpM7sm8oWV6bPMRwxfUnewfbpN1RA95LPcl0F8PIMvAhHJgyTFwsiEDuWwa9FNK30exZo2wcU9ZzIeJXzouvMbHfVZWbkL-1rwU7dYijP6FgvuZlSrh_nN4UyCg19uwmhXRPMkxFlFp5-hsw_U-SNyzkkJw&dc_exteid=31954558865724002864566978412422165&dc_pubid=4&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=19&adurl=https://www.cleartrip.com/flights?&utm_source=dv360&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=brand_msd_nov24_dv360_panindia_display_nativebanners_1p_fhp_msd_flight_flat_12per_off
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CyJhjCjFAZ7-8NozhjMwPkb2akAmT0PTLe_2nueSqE8_BhdPhQxABIMWetB1g5cLkg6QOoAGHluTPKMgBBqkCEZMlry1qST6oAwHIAwqqBKcCT9Ar9B8hak_qoTg3xtX4A-4V_J881EJ5fqYjUKxKiZPCup72WOQ5zPtll69KrTSZGxyVVrE49T_K2nXBys3PLfbcsDQLVE9jInuAaM0F9qEbo99lmqONn0-hSM3os412hEv0wcRGihbK4Wkv7RedkBOKPNfszq-TlaRu7U9vS45D14QspYI_aNGQpXc6VDtsjB5FJcNUIdQ197gR8_PqqGN4GDUlTwVBvBownTrPGbxXLpav70PytH7kyRPllTFYGAvXz9ShcfueZG1IKDDsujNnais8JzTiJiRwn0xskIFXDqSGdfI819f3aKCN8r0sHU40FkQP1Cl-mPEh_g-JDM4ToGf4qi_j2vskiCSPFTWqkhoz6c2Pqtc3KHNCRLZ3pQO84lVkmcAE27GCgf0E4AQDiAWag_PKUZAGAaAGN4AHh860rwOoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeVxbECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJgiAYRABGB0yAooCOguAQIDAgICAoKiAAki9_cE6WLvEz-Kz74kDsQkQfdZGXRXT0YAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAklO4g0TCN-M0OKz74kDFYwwgwMdkZ4GkuoNEwiFlNHis--JAxWMMIMDHZGeBpKwE5yJnhrYEw3YFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYArIYCRICoE8YNyIBAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7d7E7ExJOz_ZJrWc0bz1WD4jWWNcgnSncjfjagLxO0NMtAAWiyr8cMJUmdm962l2IdXn7wX_g_7BgB&sig=AOD64_064RROlzZFyH3YC7p4mvrgSE1W_w&client=ca-pub-4069693291391267&dbm_c=AKAmf-CXRjQyET0HAvq63xFnB11flEVB_hbMoJCsfl4MQBPnQbGLAt-oe2E49ojJl7uQs5p2E8saicuDSkBVVU58gJmQM1IauPOZPOuOal_YyQgHAR7X2S4NMtCeOiTtdvkpWlZhBdSvrjxjxMTbLK0T0V0iCaPRd9Wnf8RWfsEAFAAGjEGus9Tz0P64kaVTlwFeEcdG_-uKngTMOXDP5pqsAqpPTsP3gwpluIaoqYX2I6DyIAAuCkQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BalT18JhxJslOzqp3qLNyPabrpRsnsjxT8WmmB1rJ4fALTAS0OGGfVd3pAmPiz14OTt1LKXGe5hDlbiVs9t5tdd92Zf68j1hZR5V2GuYHaUxg6LQtJES5Vwqs0HfoV5290aUl2O-k2H0br8Zyk_DsqNLnlOSiEBWeKLWTKZIdQcyvPP7GFyMTgKaroQFUbl7f5OzCtNqUmH8c8E4EftS8RvgV4N-0VniSCpmfc-Cnxa_K1fh1L3gRB8SHBNPOXQ4JPNLoZzRiEXcHb6y1qroxKI5sFfxt_FRqiRq5xT3cI6URl1bPeOBW2IYrRT9Kdvto6Eyn8_EYMuWomUxLheXJlqxQrXr43cLrl1IkESmYnfS8jsjEQGeAKoEyukNsoKKpqpM7sm8oWV6bPMRwxfUnewfbpN1RA95LPcl0F8PIMvAhHJgyTFwsiEDuWwa9FNK30exZo2wcU9ZzIeJXzouvMbHfVZWbkL-1rwU7dYijP6FgvuZlSrh_nN4UyCg19uwmhXRPMkxFlFp5-hsw_U-SNyzkkJw&dc_exteid=31954558865724002864566978412422165&dc_pubid=4&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=0&adurl=https://www.cleartrip.com/flights?&utm_source=dv360&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=brand_msd_nov24_dv360_panindia_display_nativebanners_1p_fhp_msd_flight_flat_12per_off
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CyJhjCjFAZ7-8NozhjMwPkb2akAmT0PTLe_2nueSqE8_BhdPhQxABIMWetB1g5cLkg6QOoAGHluTPKMgBBqkCEZMlry1qST6oAwHIAwqqBKcCT9Ar9B8hak_qoTg3xtX4A-4V_J881EJ5fqYjUKxKiZPCup72WOQ5zPtll69KrTSZGxyVVrE49T_K2nXBys3PLfbcsDQLVE9jInuAaM0F9qEbo99lmqONn0-hSM3os412hEv0wcRGihbK4Wkv7RedkBOKPNfszq-TlaRu7U9vS45D14QspYI_aNGQpXc6VDtsjB5FJcNUIdQ197gR8_PqqGN4GDUlTwVBvBownTrPGbxXLpav70PytH7kyRPllTFYGAvXz9ShcfueZG1IKDDsujNnais8JzTiJiRwn0xskIFXDqSGdfI819f3aKCN8r0sHU40FkQP1Cl-mPEh_g-JDM4ToGf4qi_j2vskiCSPFTWqkhoz6c2Pqtc3KHNCRLZ3pQO84lVkmcAE27GCgf0E4AQDiAWag_PKUZAGAaAGN4AHh860rwOoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeVxbECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJgiAYRABGB0yAooCOguAQIDAgICAoKiAAki9_cE6WLvEz-Kz74kDsQkQfdZGXRXT0YAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAklO4g0TCN-M0OKz74kDFYwwgwMdkZ4GkuoNEwiFlNHis--JAxWMMIMDHZGeBpKwE5yJnhrYEw3YFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYArIYCRICoE8YNyIBAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7d7E7ExJOz_ZJrWc0bz1WD4jWWNcgnSncjfjagLxO0NMtAAWiyr8cMJUmdm962l2IdXn7wX_g_7BgB&sig=AOD64_064RROlzZFyH3YC7p4mvrgSE1W_w&client=ca-pub-4069693291391267&dbm_c=AKAmf-CXRjQyET0HAvq63xFnB11flEVB_hbMoJCsfl4MQBPnQbGLAt-oe2E49ojJl7uQs5p2E8saicuDSkBVVU58gJmQM1IauPOZPOuOal_YyQgHAR7X2S4NMtCeOiTtdvkpWlZhBdSvrjxjxMTbLK0T0V0iCaPRd9Wnf8RWfsEAFAAGjEGus9Tz0P64kaVTlwFeEcdG_-uKngTMOXDP5pqsAqpPTsP3gwpluIaoqYX2I6DyIAAuCkQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BalT18JhxJslOzqp3qLNyPabrpRsnsjxT8WmmB1rJ4fALTAS0OGGfVd3pAmPiz14OTt1LKXGe5hDlbiVs9t5tdd92Zf68j1hZR5V2GuYHaUxg6LQtJES5Vwqs0HfoV5290aUl2O-k2H0br8Zyk_DsqNLnlOSiEBWeKLWTKZIdQcyvPP7GFyMTgKaroQFUbl7f5OzCtNqUmH8c8E4EftS8RvgV4N-0VniSCpmfc-Cnxa_K1fh1L3gRB8SHBNPOXQ4JPNLoZzRiEXcHb6y1qroxKI5sFfxt_FRqiRq5xT3cI6URl1bPeOBW2IYrRT9Kdvto6Eyn8_EYMuWomUxLheXJlqxQrXr43cLrl1IkESmYnfS8jsjEQGeAKoEyukNsoKKpqpM7sm8oWV6bPMRwxfUnewfbpN1RA95LPcl0F8PIMvAhHJgyTFwsiEDuWwa9FNK30exZo2wcU9ZzIeJXzouvMbHfVZWbkL-1rwU7dYijP6FgvuZlSrh_nN4UyCg19uwmhXRPMkxFlFp5-hsw_U-SNyzkkJw&dc_exteid=31954558865724002864566978412422165&dc_pubid=4&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=1&adurl=https://www.cleartrip.com/flights?&utm_source=dv360&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=brand_msd_nov24_dv360_panindia_display_nativebanners_1p_fhp_msd_flight_flat_12per_off
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CyJhjCjFAZ7-8NozhjMwPkb2akAmT0PTLe_2nueSqE8_BhdPhQxABIMWetB1g5cLkg6QOoAGHluTPKMgBBqkCEZMlry1qST6oAwHIAwqqBKcCT9Ar9B8hak_qoTg3xtX4A-4V_J881EJ5fqYjUKxKiZPCup72WOQ5zPtll69KrTSZGxyVVrE49T_K2nXBys3PLfbcsDQLVE9jInuAaM0F9qEbo99lmqONn0-hSM3os412hEv0wcRGihbK4Wkv7RedkBOKPNfszq-TlaRu7U9vS45D14QspYI_aNGQpXc6VDtsjB5FJcNUIdQ197gR8_PqqGN4GDUlTwVBvBownTrPGbxXLpav70PytH7kyRPllTFYGAvXz9ShcfueZG1IKDDsujNnais8JzTiJiRwn0xskIFXDqSGdfI819f3aKCN8r0sHU40FkQP1Cl-mPEh_g-JDM4ToGf4qi_j2vskiCSPFTWqkhoz6c2Pqtc3KHNCRLZ3pQO84lVkmcAE27GCgf0E4AQDiAWag_PKUZAGAaAGN4AHh860rwOoB9XJG6gH2baxAqgHpr4bqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeVxbECqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH4L2xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHAdIIJgiAYRABGB0yAooCOguAQIDAgICAoKiAAki9_cE6WLvEz-Kz74kDsQkQfdZGXRXT0YAKA5gLAcgLAaoNAklO4g0TCN-M0OKz74kDFYwwgwMdkZ4GkuoNEwiFlNHis--JAxWMMIMDHZGeBpKwE5yJnhrYEw3YFAHQFQGYFgH4FgGAFwGyFwIYArIYCRICoE8YNyIBAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSPACa7L7d7E7ExJOz_ZJrWc0bz1WD4jWWNcgnSncjfjagLxO0NMtAAWiyr8cMJUmdm962l2IdXn7wX_g_7BgB&sig=AOD64_064RROlzZFyH3YC7p4mvrgSE1W_w&client=ca-pub-4069693291391267&dbm_c=AKAmf-CXRjQyET0HAvq63xFnB11flEVB_hbMoJCsfl4MQBPnQbGLAt-oe2E49ojJl7uQs5p2E8saicuDSkBVVU58gJmQM1IauPOZPOuOal_YyQgHAR7X2S4NMtCeOiTtdvkpWlZhBdSvrjxjxMTbLK0T0V0iCaPRd9Wnf8RWfsEAFAAGjEGus9Tz0P64kaVTlwFeEcdG_-uKngTMOXDP5pqsAqpPTsP3gwpluIaoqYX2I6DyIAAuCkQ&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BalT18JhxJslOzqp3qLNyPabrpRsnsjxT8WmmB1rJ4fALTAS0OGGfVd3pAmPiz14OTt1LKXGe5hDlbiVs9t5tdd92Zf68j1hZR5V2GuYHaUxg6LQtJES5Vwqs0HfoV5290aUl2O-k2H0br8Zyk_DsqNLnlOSiEBWeKLWTKZIdQcyvPP7GFyMTgKaroQFUbl7f5OzCtNqUmH8c8E4EftS8RvgV4N-0VniSCpmfc-Cnxa_K1fh1L3gRB8SHBNPOXQ4JPNLoZzRiEXcHb6y1qroxKI5sFfxt_FRqiRq5xT3cI6URl1bPeOBW2IYrRT9Kdvto6Eyn8_EYMuWomUxLheXJlqxQrXr43cLrl1IkESmYnfS8jsjEQGeAKoEyukNsoKKpqpM7sm8oWV6bPMRwxfUnewfbpN1RA95LPcl0F8PIMvAhHJgyTFwsiEDuWwa9FNK30exZo2wcU9ZzIeJXzouvMbHfVZWbkL-1rwU7dYijP6FgvuZlSrh_nN4UyCg19uwmhXRPMkxFlFp5-hsw_U-SNyzkkJw&dc_exteid=31954558865724002864566978412422165&dc_pubid=4&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=9&adurl=https://www.cleartrip.com/flights?&utm_source=dv360&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=brand_msd_nov24_dv360_panindia_display_nativebanners_1p_fhp_msd_flight_flat_12per_off
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AbDGNSEjkoOm6i_KYD8d6Ktzn7C1vwqk3w4gayfFX0oRFAoYPMYQIHlalgJUG1a94LD1oxN55mArXdmgpC176RVeaR79SygAva0mtSI7GkaPj3a0Gj5FWhD5sbqf6RJrDSlIQYAmzj6CR1QacbBaUT1eQBMAg5OCeouzHhZFcf04ml-9WYVO4brJR1pXusQoo2S1IIxgpds5N3xsVsF-j9_joiaF0M1scxvLzuIJJD6C8oV79g7Jf4UGXfKnJofi1ctepVeh4wRPFLUDyAjeXFhBCE4I4HJjE15ERd7LFdncxiWSZ6kPab5mZ0mw44ZksS0c0KaZ7aUevFWtm2cRS1Y61Z88x0U3CI1C_z-ZV4LJa4BTDesYcQsAleDVFkQgJDgR3RBD2ZCHNoxuyOXKgX9IjHbcBJJJIkDNtu1xc53FC5OrriRGvvXX0I5Csm_wgo5mY2t5jt5xnoQ-lsH9WK9QERSaK-LVIQlXrJDvZcyw5nVG1lFsiyOQbY4fuHjY0CCP3yoI3ph9JNtgvQRKUQMretslkT5gVVtmLournrsoEaF9HPzhWhu00-l0Alvg1eL9SCemkH9NJGkppHDPFzKneBxdWeJ8057cBz-nCCcZ9InxoWa6nPzDh-lo-tZwvRAuQ6mdshNdYX20vSuDq7cEGzV_xScF8ukk3U66nmJjIo53wBLrVtb1x8ZMMHlKwWwT_NF7uhSZQhwY85viCa9PpLqpb1I5_vvrOhOPkNIsxms1sPw_pZw-bnhuKruuVni6P8vzp6_wVFhBM9ksypkd6BrC5cvJZE_xUhDnKjk0KPEs6DwxgxriReWdQvULxvAYtJ40NH859ruY6yYLedNWGavAx_NeWYmQ37Qtczeo5XrIZwmiKWOX_NIA9YldU3KgYdokRxs-5lKCmV-uR1iqK4EWoi0n61zL37ulyFx6KOtWrlt3jZOC07azlPENXHaA0RyxlphSnSzKgqgNYcumlLBHd4FBQD1HuY34eyPJF7PIomWhNP4v3dhiwQ4ZSq3rlipzjWKzMPrc82Q7sqcXoeiW-7-ZXNX2LQPeQUnwR08YO5eoJu4mgpCygYFMBQJwDklpY3fog6huzqERUgGWJUgjrSLCoaIGJphpq6UdnvjwG73Q14FCLCOKJz_1ilYC3AdThFqU-m9dV2uccHhYMoLnaEmn014CjHRztaS_QlCJb8PRFSGgQgV8aC3MUCiLVcaqjzhQ-hrsWDHjku9w92fS83efwEjzwxNbUplo07kDb-U6Jc-d5_PdwjIJFMKPif93b13pBfONyuocDmf41SThEfEF7kZJ2PTzPwMJ-_fwljTy2LWviekRwuxsuJHlWlIT6GL0pDORFTcGoGS1BOxN_THUIzZ5KXsvXNIYGFVjw4Dd5iPaaSRKEBvxZuyBfkeL3IqDDGbmqU7O9tsCQLi5Zxdj4GSCv_nVnQ8E7sqUX3w8Z8I41QqSkIUZy_gvO6935KdLqt9iPLw4udQSw_yg15BbeydKbSGxL7t2KDaVgYhMnV_f6xr3riFarFFFwvHNFnBLQbqfob_yuLVwzmSzUGJfWiy-Q81oe8859O-8QXGvYAl1axHoZfJo8xNlJ4oMqGiKRpCHOVGhZ6a_B22YMIL17BkxU_ewX9PKCn01bT7skXu-f7O7wicEQ1vyrhCpffI3iEjVOKaVQUFCZuNRI-pSNMux4nYvYrKZ3yPpWsWLal0lOgNZ-7eDwo_CAraVbWqrmsNJCNESAk9B19FVnt1J2mvD3X1xT3C6g6ORRztXNLJ7s1cz55MUTrLDddIbuEkZam_BEkGtDrQSNWnL0NGjA6KURxc3aOpdhkrcvLf0O0FD8kWjxgSMs1mv2AkwBZD2Ci3KhJKEbyD1p1PNJqWaQ11j40e2W9qpjjqcUKEVa8WgqbCn-thPvBj3Im5oTWxvc_QlMafxRWt1DLXaHdhSI7ctBNL0gK9MdB5Y10tu-XU8kG_v732ewgskvrxyhs8GGZdY6ld8QY1kDjgLWV0sCPzKmPAipPjJ_nzBler0jD4P_y4W&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AbDGNSEjkoOm6i_KYD8d6Ktzn7C1vwqk3w4gayfFX0oRFAoYPMYQIHlalgJUG1a94LD1oxN55mArXdmgpC176RVeaR79SygAva0mtSI7GkaPj3a0Gj5FWhD5sbqf6RJrDSlIQYAmzj6CR1QacbBaUT1eQBMAg5OCeouzHhZFcf04ml-9WYVO4brJR1pXusQoo2S1IIxgpds5N3xsVsF-j9_joiaF0M1scxvLzuIJJD6C8oV79g7Jf4UGXfKnJofi1ctepVeh4wRPFLUDyAjeXFhBCE4I4HJjE15ERd7LFdncxiWSZ6kPab5mZ0mw44ZksS0c0KaZ7aUevFWtm2cRS1Y61Z88x0U3CI1C_z-ZV4LJa4BTDesYcQsAleDVFkQgJDgR3RBD2ZCHNoxuyOXKgX9IjHbcBJJJIkDNtu1xc53FC5OrriRGvvXX0I5Csm_wgo5mY2t5jt5xnoQ-lsH9WK9QERSaK-LVIQlXrJDvZcyw5nVG1lFsiyOQbY4fuHjY0CCP3yoI3ph9JNtgvQRKUQMretslkT5gVVtmLournrsoEaF9HPzhWhu00-l0Alvg1eL9SCemkH9NJGkppHDPFzKneBxdWeJ8057cBz-nCCcZ9InxoWa6nPzDh-lo-tZwvRAuQ6mdshNdYX20vSuDq7cEGzV_xScF8ukk3U66nmJjIo53wBLrVtb1x8ZMMHlKwWwT_NF7uhSZQhwY85viCa9PpLqpb1I5_vvrOhOPkNIsxms1sPw_pZw-bnhuKruuVni6P8vzp6_wVFhBM9ksypkd6BrC5cvJZE_xUhDnKjk0KPEs6DwxgxriReWdQvULxvAYtJ40NH859ruY6yYLedNWGavAx_NeWYmQ37Qtczeo5XrIZwmiKWOX_NIA9YldU3KgYdokRxs-5lKCmV-uR1iqK4EWoi0n61zL37ulyFx6KOtWrlt3jZOC07azlPENXHaA0RyxlphSnSzKgqgNYcumlLBHd4FBQD1HuY34eyPJF7PIomWhNP4v3dhiwQ4ZSq3rlipzjWKzMPrc82Q7sqcXoeiW-7-ZXNX2LQPeQUnwR08YO5eoJu4mgpCygYFMBQJwDklpY3fog6huzqERUgGWJUgjrSLCoaIGJphpq6UdnvjwG73Q14FCLCOKJz_1ilYC3AdThFqU-m9dV2uccHhYMoLnaEmn014CjHRztaS_QlCJb8PRFSGgQgV8aC3MUCiLVcaqjzhQ-hrsWDHjku9w92fS83efwEjzwxNbUplo07kDb-U6Jc-d5_PdwjIJFMKPif93b13pBfONyuocDmf41SThEfEF7kZJ2PTzPwMJ-_fwljTy2LWviekRwuxsuJHlWlIT6GL0pDORFTcGoGS1BOxN_THUIzZ5KXsvXNIYGFVjw4Dd5iPaaSRKEBvxZuyBfkeL3IqDDGbmqU7O9tsCQLi5Zxdj4GSCv_nVnQ8E7sqUX3w8Z8I41QqSkIUZy_gvO6935KdLqt9iPLw4udQSw_yg15BbeydKbSGxL7t2KDaVgYhMnV_f6xr3riFarFFFwvHNFnBLQbqfob_yuLVwzmSzUGJfWiy-Q81oe8859O-8QXGvYAl1axHoZfJo8xNlJ4oMqGiKRpCHOVGhZ6a_B22YMIL17BkxU_ewX9PKCn01bT7skXu-f7O7wicEQ1vyrhCpffI3iEjVOKaVQUFCZuNRI-pSNMux4nYvYrKZ3yPpWsWLal0lOgNZ-7eDwo_CAraVbWqrmsNJCNESAk9B19FVnt1J2mvD3X1xT3C6g6ORRztXNLJ7s1cz55MUTrLDddIbuEkZam_BEkGtDrQSNWnL0NGjA6KURxc3aOpdhkrcvLf0O0FD8kWjxgSMs1mv2AkwBZD2Ci3KhJKEbyD1p1PNJqWaQ11j40e2W9qpjjqcUKEVa8WgqbCn-thPvBj3Im5oTWxvc_QlMafxRWt1DLXaHdhSI7ctBNL0gK9MdB5Y10tu-XU8kG_v732ewgskvrxyhs8GGZdY6ld8QY1kDjgLWV0sCPzKmPAipPjJ_nzBler0jD4P_y4W&opi=122715837

®

,’ Upgrade your Chrome brows... Close

Get localized weather, trending news, Al p...

@ €§3 Sign in

=
Q. Search the web o
Discover Following News World Entertainment vs Personalize
St | 4
w Godrej Plots Nagpur T T Executive Ul/UX Program
]

§ |Ad] Godrej Properties Ad | Intellipaat

B4 India Today 865.4K Followers ~ (J

CBSE schools in Kochi adopt fun emoji-
based assessments for kindergarten kids

Story by India Today Education Desk ¢ 3d « 2 min read

L BSE schools in Kochi adopt fun emoji-based assessments for kindergarten kids

n a move aimed at making evaluations more engaging and less
I stressful, several CBSE schools in Kochi have introduced a
creative way to assess the performance of young students. Instead of
the traditional marks or grades, emojis and stars are now being used
to evaluate children from Pre-KG to Class 2.
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This innovative assessment system, implemented from the current
academic year, is designed to measure students' progress through
activities rather than written exams. School authorities believe that
these visual symbolsa like clapp®B@ hands, stars, or & Feedback
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trophiesa  make feedback more exciting and memorable for
children.

"Using emojis and stars has received an overwhelmingly positive
response from parents and students alike," said a teacher at a CBSE
school in Kochi. "These visual cues not only motivate students but
also reduce the anxiety associated with traditional grades."

The change is in line with the foundational stage guidelines under
the New Education Policy (NEP). TP Ibrahim Khan, president of the
CBSE Management Association, stated that the new system aims to
enhance essential skills such as communication, active learning, and
overall well-being. "This method is not just about academic growth
but also about fostering emotional and social development,” he
explained.

While the CBSE board has not issued formal directives for
implementing the system nationwide, many schools have embraced
the change proactively. Integrated assessment strategies were
designed through teacher workshops to ensure a smooth transition.

"Receiving a star or wearing it on their uniform can instil a sense of
pride in students,” Khan added, highlighting how this initiative ties
into the NEP's emphasis on holistic development during the
foundation years.

With this fresh approach, schools hope to encourage young learners
to enjoy the process of learning, free from the pressures of
conventional evaluations.

(With PTI inputs)
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Bagless days encourage students to have a relaxed
approach to learning

They get an opportunity for cultural visits, learn a craft, talk about menstrual hygiene,
physical health, and self-image as they walk in without books
[

ﬂ'] Share

Priyadarshini Gupta | Posted November 23, 2024 09:02 AM

Several schools are rolling out the ‘bagless days’ initiative, an important part of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 that recommends at least 10 such days
annually. In 2022, the initiative was introduced as a pilot project by the Ministry of
Education and NCERT and it has been recently launched by Delhi’s Directorate of
Education (DoE). Bagless days aim at taking a break from regular academic routines,
providing students with hands-on learning experiences focused on creativity, critical
thinking, and vocational skills. Activities often include cultural visits, exposure to local
artisans and crafts, and practical life skills, fostering a well-rounded development of
students.
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inadequate facilities, and a shortage of trained instructors. There are also chances that
it might disrupt structured learning routines, potentially hindering academic progress.

Pilot project

In July 2024, the Ministry of Education released guidelines for the implementation of
bagless days for classes VI to VIl to encourage experiential learning. Saurabh
Prakash, a member of Bhopal-based PSS Central Institute of Vocational Education
(PSSCIVE), says, “PSSCIVE, the vocational education unit of the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), ran a pilot in 2022 across Madhya
Pradesh and Guijarat. Along with SCERT, feedback from schools was collected to
introduce this initiative across India by issuing guidelines and activities on different
themes. Many states have modified it according to their local needs. While SCERT
Gujarat and Telangana had shown great interest in the initiative, holding online
meetings with the PSSCIVE, other states such as Bihar, and Uttarakhand are slowly
starting to implement the guidelines in their schools.”

Seeking feedback

Activities have been carefully chosen to incorporate local knowledge and traditional
skills, offering students exposure to historical, cultural, and vocational experiences,
such as visits to monuments and interactions with local artists. “These activities are not
graded; instead, teachers are encouraged to observe and support students' unique
capabilities through informal assessments. Students document their learning
experiences, and outcomes are communicated to parents and the school community
through parent-teacher meetings, school websites, and social media. Furthermore,
schools actively seek feedback from teachers and students, ensuring continuous
improvement in the initiative,” says Prakash.

Positive outcome

Alka Kapur, principal Modern Public School, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi, says, “We started
the initiative as pilot project in the last academic session for classes VI to VIII. After the
government’s recent announcement, the school will implement it from preschool to
class VIII. Students have shown physical and mental benefits as they focus on
interactive and stress-free learning experiences. Such measures effectively promote
skills such as teamwork, communication, and problem-solving. We have also seen
signs of increased engagement and reduced absenteeism. Some schools also conduct
regular assessments or surveys to assess student satisfaction with various activities.”

In Karnataka, the implementation of the bagless days initiative is under way. A state
government official says, “The Karnataka education department has been gradually
introducing bagless days since 2022, where students can engage in activities beyond
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regular academics. While many government schools have started implementing this on
specific days, the full statewide rollout and integration vary.”

Vanitha Lokesh, principal of BMN Public School, Bengaluru, told Education Times, “We
have not received any circular so far from the government, and many schools are yet to
adopt the initiative in the state. Also, we believe in the concept of bagful days, which
helps in consistent learning and fostering discipline. With structured lessons, bagful
days can help children build foundational knowledge. Logistical challenges also remain
for several schools, including the need for teacher training to facilitate non-academic
discussions effectively and aligning bagless day activities with the regular curriculum.”

Skilling needs

Praneet Mungali, trustee and secretary, Sanskriti Group Schools, Pune, who
introduced the initiative in 2023, says, “While experiential learning is central to the
programme, it also promotes a balanced approach between academics and
extracurriculars, fostering a stress-free learning environment. Throughout the academic
year, students in classes VI to VIII engage in hands-on activities like carpentry, pottery,
electrical work, and gardening, connecting them with India’s diverse cultural and
occupational heritage. This exposure aims to prepare young learners for a modern
economy by bridging the skills gap in a country where 65% of the population is under
35.7

Recent NCERT survey and pilot project outcomes revealed a positive response with
91.86% of students, parents and teachers highlighting that the focus was more on
mental growth and enhancement of social skills. In all, 86.63% feel reduced academic
stress, and 88.95% feel it bridges classroom knowledge and real-life application, said
Mungali. Implementing 'bagless days' in under-resourced schools can pose specific
challenges, including limited funds, facilities, and trained instructors. “With nearly 85%
of Indian schools lacking vocational courses, bridging this gap requires strategic
allocation of funds, partnerships, and effective use of digital technology,” he says.

The Maharashtra government also recently announced plans to implement bagless
days, which will likely start from the next academic session. Sanjay Patil, Mumbai
division president, Maharashtra State Secondary and Higher Secondary School
Principals’ Association, says, “The initiative might hinder academic progress by
disrupting the structured learning routine of the students. Schools, especially those with
limited resources, may face challenges in providing adequate training for teachers to
facilitate these sessions effectively. Without consistent support and guidance, bagless
days could become superficial rather than meaningful, risking an educational gap and
failing to deliver intended benefits.” The schools will have to make effective use of the
zero period for such activities to avoid disrupting core academic focus, he adds.
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Real-world concerns

Meanwhile, Arunachal Pradesh introduced bagless Saturdays in schools with the vision
of encouraging students to engage with topics that extend beyond the standard
curriculum, focusing on real-world concerns which are relevant to every age group.
Reach to Teach, a social organisation has been working with Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya to promote bagless days by creating a space where students can talk freely
about issues that matter to them. Ratna Viswanathan, CEO, Reach to Teach, says,
“For older students, discussions often address subjects such as menstrual hygiene,
physical health, and self-image, while younger students explore topics such as cyber
safety and social media use. Each module is tailored to the interests and needs of the
specific age group, ensuring that the conversations are relatable. The conversations
are driven by the students themselves. This initiative has been well-received, with
students appreciating the chance to discuss issues they previously felt uncomfortable
with.”
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NCERT issues e-content guidelines to promote inclusive education
for children with disabilities

NCERT Frames Guidelines For E-content: Supreme Court addresses plea seeking equitable digital
learning access for students with disabilities

T'gDD‘RY By India Today Research Bureau
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The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has introduced comprehensive guidelines for
developing e-content tailored for children with disabilities, aiming to enhance inclusivity in school education. Additionally,
the NCERT has conducted in-person orientation programmes for teachers and stakeholders across various states during

2022-2023 to support this initiative, the Centre informed the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court is currently hearing a petition filed by the Javed Abidi Foundation, which calls for specific directives to
ensure students with disabilities can participate equally in online education. On Tuesday, a bench comprising Justices B R
Gavai and KV Viswanathan suggested that this petition be heard alongside another case where the apex court had, on

November 8, directed the Centre to implement mandatory accessibility standards within three months.

The court noted that the issues in both matters overlap and instructed its registry to list them together for simultaneous
consideration. The Centre's affidavit highlighted that an inter-ministerial committee was established in February 2022 by the

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities to address inclusive digital education.

In its inaugural meeting on February 25, 2022, the committee formed six sub-committees under organisations such as the
University Grants Commission (UGC), the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), the National Council for
Teacher Education (NCTE), NCERT, the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), and the Rehabilitation Council of
India (RCI). These bodies were tasked with drafting actionable guidelines, focusing on physical accessibility, content

accessibility, and teacher training.

The affidavit detailed that the UGC and AICTE have already disseminated their guidelines to higher education institutions.
The NCTE issued accessibility guidelines to its affiliated institutions, while the RCI adopted the UGC guidelines for its
approved institutions. NCERT’s guidelines specifically cater to school education, addressing the unique needs of children with

disabilities.

This collaborative effort underscores the government’s commitment to fostering equitable access to education and ensuring

compliance with accessibility standards across various educational levels.
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The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), Ministry of Education Innovation 0‘9‘
Cell (MIC), and CBSE have launched the third edition of the "Innovation, Design, and i}&
Entrepreneurship (IDE) Bootcamp," aimed at fostering innovation and entrepreReasMpre ,\\
o
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Trending Stories
Education and Literacy (DoSEL), and the Ministry of Education Innovation Cell

(MIC), in collaboration with the CBSE and NCERT, have officially launched the third In Education Entire Website
edition of the "Innovation, Design, and Entrepreneurship (IDE) Bootcamp." This

P . RRB Paramedical CEN 04/2024
initiative targets secondary and senior secondary school students, teachers, and application status: Accepted or...

principals, aiming to foster a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship across Bihar schools revise timings, Classes
to run from 9:30 AM to 4 PM: Chec...

schools.

Chhattisgarh NEET PG Counselling

The bootcamp was inaugurated by Dr. Abhay Jere, Vice Chairman of AICTE and 2024 round 1 provisional seat...

Chief Innovation Officer of MIC, alongside Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, Head of PARAKH, SAT 2024 Last-minute revision tips

or the final 48 hours before the...
NCERT, and Dr. Biswajit Saha, Director of Skill Education & Training at CBSE. The JEE Mains 2025 session 1
program, in partnership with the Wadhwani Foundation, is designed to equip registration ends today at... <

participants with the skills necessary for identifying human-centric opportunities,
applying design thinking tools, and creating innovative solutions that address real- ADVERTISEMENT

world problems.

Dr. Jere highlighted the importance of nurturing student innovators, noting that
schools, with the support of forward-thinking principals, play a key role in
fostering problem-solvers who will drive change in India. He emphasized the need
for students to tackle societal challenges, such as electricity conservation, waste
management, and resource optimization, through innovative thinking.

In her address, Prof. Indrani Bhaduri from NCERT expressed rEBr support for the
initiative. statina that the IDE Bootcamb will contribute siani"‘icantlv to India’s
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position in the global innovation landscape by empowering a new generation of
entrepreneurs.
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The two-day bootcamp will be held in three phases across multiple locations until
December 7, 2024. The first phase of the program is scheduled from November
22-23 in Indore, Jaipur, Srinagar, Durg, Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai,
Hyderabad, and Dehradun. The second phase will take place from November 29-
30 in cities including Rajahmundry, Guwahati, Gurugram, and Kolkata. The final
phase will occur on December 6-7 in Lucknow.

Throughout the bootcamp, participants will engage in workshops, group activities,
and immersive sessions, where they will learn essential skills for launching
customer-centric products and services, as well as explore the Indian
entrepreneurial landscape. The program aims to inspire students to use innovation
as a tool to shape a better future for themselves and their communities.

About the Author Sanjay Sharma is a seasoned journalist with over two decades of
Sanjay Sharma > experience in the media industry. Currently serving.asRessitMotre
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/‘Education Inflation

|

he rising costs of higher education in India have

become a significant barrier for many students,

threatening to undermine the country’s aspirations
for inclusive growth and development. Higher education,
once considered a key to upward mobility, is now
increasingly out of reach for many, especially from mid-
dle and lower-income families. Over the last decade, the
cost of tuition and associated fees has escalated substan-
tially. In 2023, for instance, the fee for a professional
undergraduate course at top private institutions ranged
from Rs 1.5 lakh to Rs 5 lakh per year.

This is a steep increase compared to just a few years
ago, when fees were typically in the range of Rs 50,000
to Rs 1 lakh annually. Even at government-run universi-
ties where fees are relatively lower, students must often
pay extra for hostel accommodation, study materials, and
other incidentals, which further increases the total cost
of education. This rapid inflation in education costs has
come at a time when the average annual household
income in India is approximately Rs 1.5 lakh, leaving fam-
ilies struggling to meet the financial demands of their
children’s education.

The situation is exacerbated by the absence of suffi-
cient government-funded scholarships or financial aid
| programmes, which are critical to making higher educa-
. tion accessible. While schemes like the Prime Minister's
Scholarship Scheme exist, they cover only a fraction of
the costs and are available to only a limited number of
students, leaving the majority with no choice but to turn
to private loans.

The cost escalation also burdens students with loans
that take years to repay. In 2023, the National Sample
Survey Office (NSSO) reported that nearly 27 per cent of
students enrolled in higher education were forced to take
loans to finance their education. This often results in
graduates entering the workforce with significant debt,
which hampers their financial freedom for years to come.
The average interest on education loans in India ranges
from 9 per cent to 12 per cent, making it difficult for stu-
dents from low-and middle-income backgrounds to
| repay without a high-paying job.

i Not surprisingly, the high cost of education is shap-
ing the choices students make regarding their careers.
Faced with the prospect of heavy student loans, many
students choose courses with higher earning potential,
such as engineering, medicine, or law, rather than
pursuing fields they are passionate about. This narrowing
of career options leads to a lack of intellectual diversity,
| which is detrimental to both personal growth and
societal progress.
\ It is crucial for the Centre to act swiftly to address
| theissue of rising education costs. Measures such as cap-
ping tuition fee hikes, expanding scholarship pro-
grammes, and offering interest-free loans to students
from lower-income families can go a long way in making
higher education more affordable. Furthermore, univer-
sities should be encouraged to maintain transparency in
their fee structures.
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Humanoid teacher makes learning fun

Al-powered Nova helps students of a govt. school in Kerala improve their communication skills

Navamy Sudhish language in school and
KOLLAM that’s why it too was
included,” she adds.
lad in a brick-red The humanoid was
sari with her mainly designedto
signature improve communication
synthesised voice, Nova -skills of children as they
was introduced to the are encouraged to ask
wide-eyed students of a questions in all languages.
government school in “Also, the Al teacher helps
Punalur on November 14. to inculcate an interest'in
The artificial technology, which is very
intelligence-powered essential to prepare them
humanoid is redefining _ ' s - : for future. By introducing
the learning experience of Imn:ﬁve seuion Nova, an Al-powered humanold with the them to the latest
74 lower primary students, | students of Government Schoolin Punalur. . SURESHKUMAR developments in '
who are fascinated with technology, they become
the ‘new teacher’. their text books in PDF to interact with Nova,” capable to navigate this
They ask all kinds of format so that the Al says M.K. Bindu, digital era more
questions, including those | teacher can answer any headteacher. Novais a confidently,” says the
from their syllabus, and question about their polyglot and can speak headteacher.
watch her in awe as the lessons. They also ask alot | English, Malayalam, Hindi
teacher answers them. of random doubts and the | and Arabic. “We teach CONTINUED ON
“We have uploaded all children are really curious | Arabic as an additional » PAGE 10 v, AcIbE
Humanoid teacher
makes learning fun

Nova is a mannequin equipped with a speaker
and microphone that works on GPT-40, OpenAr’s
latest model that can provide customised learning
experience using text, audio, and video. The hu-
manoid can be connected to a projector so that
the answers can be displayed on screen for the -
students to read.

“It mainly focuses on interaction to improve
language skills. If the students request a story, the
Al teacher will ask specific questions to know the
type of story they want. At present the children
can interact in four languages and in future we
can add more based on the requirement,” says -
Amesh Lal, who designed the humanoid.

“We are thinking about an advanced model
with movement so that the teacher can walk to
classrooms. Since it is a modest government
school, we cannot currently afford that,” he says.
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Tripura: NCERT PARAKH and PHDCCI Conduct Workshop
on 'Vocational Education’ in Agartala

23rd November 2024 £ No Comments LS Posted in Featured, Northeast, Tripura
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& Abhijit Nath, NET Correspondent, Tripura

Agartala, November 23, 2024: A two-day workshop organized by NCERT PARAKH in collaboration with the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry
(PHDCCI), New Delhi was held from November 21to 22, 2024 at PM SHRI Kamini Kumar Singha Memorial School under West Tripura District.
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The workshop aimed to highlight the importance of vocational education as a vital component of holistic development, as emphasized by the National

Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE).
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The workshop saw the participation of 80 students from classes IX and X. The inaugural session commenced on November 21 at 9:30 am with a
traditional lamp-lighting ceremony and the singing of the National Anthem. Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, CEO of NCERT PARAKH, conveyed her best wishes
for the successful conduct of the workshop. Shalini S. Sharma, Assistant Secretary General of PHDCCI, articulated the workshop's objectives in her

speech.

“We are here to equip students with the necessary skills and knowledge to explore non-traditional career options,” Sharma stated. She was joined by
Utpal Chakraborty, Joint SPD of Samagra Shiksha, Tripura, who emphasized the significance of vocational education in today's educational landscape.

“"Vocational education is key to the holistic development of our students,” Chakraborty remarked.

Palash Sen, Joint Secretary of PHDCCI, New Delhi, also addressed the attendees, highlighting the collaborative efforts to advance vocational training.

“This workshop is a step towards creating a skilled and knowledgeable workforce ready to tackle the challenges of the 21st century,” Sen said.
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Present at the inaugural session were Rupan Ray, District Education Officer (I/C) of West Tripura District, Shib Shankar Paul, Headmaster and Kishor
Datta, Assistant Headmaster of PM SHRI Kamini Kumar Singha Memorial School. The workshop, conducted by resource persons from NCERT

PARAKH, aimed to guide students on career prospects, with a particular focus on artificial intelligence (Al) and its applications.

Students were encouraged to consider non-conventional career paths based on skills and vocational courses. The various career opportunities

presented by the 36 registered sector skills councils of the National Skill Development Corporation, New Delhi, were elaborated upon.

The second day of the workshop delved deeper into Al and its practical uses. Activities centered around the 4Cs of soft skills—critical thinking,

communication, collaboration, and creativity—were conducted to enhance students' knowledge and readiness for future careers.

This workshop marks a significant effort in empowering students with the skills necessary to excel in diverse vocational fields, thereby contributing to

their holistic development and future success.
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16 CBSE Schools Lose Seal,
Students Face Tough Time

Institutions Involved In ‘Dummy Admissions’, Finds Board

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Students in seve-
ral city schools now face an
uncertain future after Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Edu-
cation (CBSE) revoked the af-
filiation of 21 schools, inclu-
ding 16 in Delhi. These scho-
ols were found to be involved
inthepracticeof “dummyad-
missions,” which enabled
students preparing for com-
petitive exams to bypass
mandatory class attendance.

Surprise inspections unco-
vered these enrolments, pro-
mpting CBSE to take decisive
action. In addition to the revo-
cations, six schools in Delhi
were downgraded from senior
secondary to secondary level.

While parents argue that
their children are being un-
fairly penalised despite no
fault of their own, some
school authorities contend
_ that the inspections were fla-
 wed, taking place during the
middle of half-yearly exams
when students were on pre-
paratory leave.

“My son attends Khemo
Devi Public School in Narela,
and now that the school is un-
der scrutiny, I'm deeply con-
cerned about his future. If it's
true that students in higher
classes have been skipping
school, those who actually at-
tend shouldn'thavetobearthe
consequences. The school’s
reputation isnow in question,
and that will impactevery stu-
dent enrolled there,” said Pra-
deep, a concerned parent.

Another parent said, “My
son is in Class XI, so he will
bedirectly affected by this si-
tuation. I've been trying to
reach the school authorities,
but they have no clear ans-
wers. [ was told that my son
will be transferred to anot-
her school for Class XII, and
that the decision will be be-
yond our control.”

Some schools have clai-
med that the surprise inspec-
tions were poorly timed, as
they coincided with the half-
yearly exams during which
students were on preparato-
ry leave. “We gave the inspec-
tion team all the reasons and
documentation they asked
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for on the same day itself. We
even showed them the exam
datesheet that had preparato-
ry leaves marked on it. We ha-
ve always followed all CBSE
guidelines, why willwenotdo
it this time? Such a direction
puts the futures of a lot of
children in jeopardy,” said
Vandana Sharma, principal
of The Vivekanand School in
Narela, which is one of the 16
city schools under scrutiny:
Gettingteary-eyed,shead-
ded, “My phone hasn'’t stop-
ped ringing since this news
came out. Parents have been
calling me incessantly asi
me what it means and for a

way ahead. I am trying my
best to comfort them at this
hour, After all, it’s about their
kids. We will present our
stand in front of CBSE and
willhope for a resolution.”
Staff members of aschool
in outer Delhi also claimed
that the inspection team did
not treat them fairly or pro-
fessionally. “They treated us
like criminals, holding a ca-
mera in our faces every time
we spoke. They were also ru-
deand disrespectful. This en-
tire inspection process was
poorly handled, and CBSE
should not issue such directi-
ves without considering all

the factors involved,” said a
staff member.

He questioned, “If the in-
spection findings are accura-
te, how is it possible that 21
schools have the exact same
issue? The problem for all the
schools is identical, with nho
distinction between one
school and another.”

Theboard hasissued show-
cause notices to the affected
schools, giving them 30 days to
provide a response. The final
status of these schools will be
re-evaluated based on their re-
plies. The future of many stu-
dents hangs in the balance as
they await the outcome,
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@ 2025 PREDICTIONS

25 Alsvemben, ?/oqu

The tuture of Al in education

Turnitin shares with
FE how generative Al
will change pedagogy

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY

ChatGPT MADE Al writing tools
widely accessible in 2022, and
questions were raised if generative
Al would end the college essay.
These questions remain.
As 2024 comes to an end,
“edtech company Turnitin shared
with FE predictions for the future
of Alin education:
1.ChatGPTand other Al writ-
ing tools will put an emphasis
on the value of human writing,
makingitmoreimportant than
everbefore: While the debate con-
tinues whether Al or human con-
tributions will dominate the
future of writing, the college essay
and writing in general will remajin

verymuchalivein 2025.We expect '

a shift towards human writing
with a focus onelear communica-
tion and critical thinking,
enhanced, not replaced by avail-
able technology. With Al making
basic elements of writing more
accessible toall, this renaissance of
writing will emphasise the ability
to combine topical knowledge,
critical thinking, mastery of lan-
guage, and Al applications to
develop written work.

~ 2.AsAlisintegrated broadly,
it will support an increase in
human creativity,notreplaceit:
Much of the fussaround Alwriting
tools can be traced to an issue of
sequencing and timing. The adop-
tionof ChatGPTwaslightning fast,
reaching 1 million usersinundera
week, and leaving little time for
thoughtful integration. Initially,
_ educators struggled to keep up
with AT’s impact on creativity and
originality, but growing adoption

While the debate continuves
whether Al or human
contributions will dominate
the future of writing, the
college essay and writing in
general will remain very
much alive in 2025

has raised expectations for gener-
ated content and ideas driving it.
3.Writing will be
as a critical skill, not just for
writing focused areas of study,
but across learning, working,
and living environments: Writ-
ingisa critical skill in nearly every
subject area. The ability to work
with Al to relay important infor-
mation and complex concepts
clearly will become an important
skill. We may seea future where Al-
augmented writing and humani-
ties becomes the most sought-
aftertechnical skill. =
4.There will be a shift in the
useand purpose of generative Al
tools and Al writing detection:
Generative Al and Al writing
detection tools will continue to
evolve. End-users are becoming

152

more familiar and mature with
+ these technologies and function-
ality, resulting in shift towards
strategic use. Students and others
broader communities will likely
focus Al where it is most helpful.

 Final thoughts: Al or human?

2023 was a year of adoption
and acceleration — students, edu-
cators, academic institutions, and
tech companies alike were testing
and learning in real time.

2024 was a year of acceptance
and understanding — we estab-
lished that Alwriting toolsand the
effort toidentify theiruse were not
going away and we had to find a
way to integrate new technologies
thoughtfullyand responsibly.

2025 brings a chance torecon-
nect students and educators,
bridging gap between policy and
practice, expectation and reality.
Emphasising skill development
and technology mastery will sup-
port critical thinking, communi-

cation, and writing ptoce_s‘s:i?.i i

Overall, we predict that 2025

be the year that Al gives a much-
needed boost to the value of tradi-
tional human writing,
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H. Kalpana Rao

any scholars
believe that
writing arti-
cles should be
a facile process, but this is
a misconception. Commu-
nication of ideas is a vital
aspect of the academic
world. Despite its signifi-
cance, many researchers
struggle to convey their re-
search effectively due to a
lack of training in academ-
ic communication.

Even highly skilled re-
searchers may find it chal-
lenging to explain their
findings. Authoring a well-
structured article requires
significant patience and a
disciplined approach and
involves shaping ideas and
organising them in a logi-
cal sequence to produce a

coherent and meaningful

essay.

Writing, in the Humani-
ties, is a nuanced task that
necessitates careful
thought and structure. A
single idea can inspire a
multitude of thoughts, but
the writing process re-
quires these ideas to be ar-
ranged logically.

For example, drafting
an article on Nature in-
volves more than simply
describing flora and fauna.
It must also consider Na-
ture’s connections to socie-
ty, religion, and culture,
among other themes.

While we may hold di-
verse personal beliefs
about these connections,
articulating all of them
may detract from the focus
of the piece. A successful

article must engage its tar-
get audience, anticipate its
expectations, and present

The Hindu 5 Novenbe, 269 Poge to — 17

_Writing that

npacts

Asingle well-researched article in a
reputable journal can be far more
valuable than numerous low-quality* -

publications

a balanced, well-supported
argument. _
Unfortunately, many

scholars rush to publish
their work, driven by the

publish-or-perish mentali- -

ty. This pressure can lead
to a willingness to compro-
mise on quality, often re-
sulting\in subpar publica-
tions. It is crucial to

remember that quality out-
weighs quantity; a single
well-researched article in a
reputable journal can be
far more valuable than
numerous low-quality pu-
blications.

4
Fhoosing the topic |
A common trend
Indian scholars is to focus

on thematic or generalised
research.  Incorporating
theory ‘and valid critical
perspectives can enhance
a paper. Yet another issue
is a lack of deep reading
and research in a specific
field. For instance, scho-

15Brs may be drawn to the
among  works of writers, but they

often overlook the impor-

GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

tance of selecting a suitable
topic. Instead of conduct-
ing a thorough background
study, scholars frequently
choose topics that are fa-
miliar rather than trying a
new critical approach. A
closer examination of the
extensive body of research
often reveals numerous
publications with similar
themes, differing in stylis-
tic approach. Therefore,
reviewing existing re-
search before selecting a
topic is required to ensure
originality and depth in
scholarly work.

An effective research
question should be origi-
nal, specific, and relevant
to the academic communi-
ty, allowing for in-depth ex-

ploration rather than su-

perficial coverage.
Importantly, while not ev-
ery study needs to break
new ground, it should de-
monstrate how existing
knowledge in a field can be
expanded or reinterpret-
ed. Once the research
question is clearly defined,
the writing process be-
comes significantly more
manageable.

Structure
A well-structured research
article typically follows a

' format akin to a traditional

essay: an introduction, a
body, and a conclusion.
The introduction should
highlight the topic’s impor-
tance, outline the study’s
aims, and provide a road-
map for the paper. The bo-
dy should present the ana-
lysis, while the conclusion
summarises the key find-
ings and reflects on their
significance and implica-
tions. In the Humanities,

where subjective interpre-
tation is prevalent, main-
taining a balanced tone is

crucial. Scholars should |
present their findings with |
rigour while |

academic
avoiding extreme disagree-
ments or dismissals of al-
ternative viewpoints.
Beyond structural con-

siderations, style is also vi- |

tal. Scholars should take |
ownership of their work, |
but it is important to doso |

subtly. Excessive use of
personal pronouns can
make the writing feel over-
ly subjective. Clarity plays
a key role; hence, papers
should be free of jargon
and accessible to a broader
audience. Adhering to the
citation format required by
the relevant journal is es-
sential, as this helps avoid
plagiarism, which can
damage a scholar’s reputa-
tion. No paper is perfect in
its first draft. Thorough re-
vision is essential before
submission. Utilising
notes, whether as foot-
notes or endnotes, can en-

hance the quality of the |

paper while adhering to
the  journal’s style
guidelines.

Finally, before submit-
ing an article, scholars

should meticulously re- |

view the submission guide-
lines of their targeted jour-

nal. By keeping these |

principles in mind, scho-
lars can enhance the quali-
ty of their writing and im-
prove their chances of
being published in reputa-
ble academic journals.

The writer is a Fulbright awardee
and former professor and
coordinator (SIP), Department of
English, Silver Jubilee Campus,
Pondicherry University, Puducherry.
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"’[/ UNION MINISTER
PRADHAN UNVEILS
TEACHER'S APP

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, NOV. 25

Union education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Monday unveiled
TeacherApp, a digital plat-
form designed to support
teachers with tools including
teaching videos, project-
based learning activities,
worksheets, les-
son plans, and
question banks
among others
for classroom
delivery. This
platform will
equip them with |
both time-tested
and future-ready %
skills through i \
innovative digi- ety 1
tal resources.
Aligned with the Dharmeéldra
National Pradhan
o Education Policy 2020, the
app aims to build future-
ready educators equipped to
meet the evolving needs of
education. The app com-
bines tech innovation with
partnerships across 12 states
to transform education.
Addressing the gathering on
the theme of “Elevating
Teachers, Elevating India,”
Mr Pradhan said that this
app will significantly
empower teachers through
continuous capacity
building, leveraging innova-
tive course content, technol-
ogy, and community-build-
ing features.
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AIR MONITOR AFTER SC ASKS ITTO REVIEW CURBS ON SGHOOLS

‘Delhi-NCR schools must adopt
hybrid mode up to Class XII’

GRAP Stage 4 measures to continue in Delhi, says top court

RGN e S R S R

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 25

HOURS AFTER the Supreme Court
asked the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) to
decide on reopening schools and
other educational institutions in
Delhi-NCR, the central air quality
panel Monday said classes up to
Grade XII in schools and colleges
must shifttoa “hybrid” mode.

In its order, the Commission
tookintoaccountlack of resotirces
faced by schools in Delhi-NCR to
conduct online classes as well as
difficulties faced by students ap-
pearing for Board examinations
this year. “The option to exercise
an online mode of education,
wherever available, shall vest with
students and their guardians.”
Other NCR governments may also
considerconducting classesin hy-
brid mode, as per the order.

Meanwhile, emergency
measures under Stage 4 of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP)todeal withair pollution
will continue in Delhi for the
time being, said the Supreme
Court Monday.

The bench, which reviewed
achartof Air Quality Index (AQI)
figures for Delhi, said, “It shows
that AQL.. from November 20-24
ranges between 318 and 419...
unless the court is satisfied that
there is a consistent downward
trend of AQI, we cannot permit
the Commission to go down to
stage3or2."

Fixing the matter for hearing
nexton November 28, it directed

(}(he. Commission “to place up-

Praveen Khanna
Workers spray wateron
trees to control pollution-

DEATH BY
BREATH

dated data on” that date “so the
court can take a call on GRAP 4
measures”.

Asking the Commission to
consider if the ban on physical
classes as part of the emergency
measures should continue, the
bench said this was necessary
because “some students are be-
ing deprived of facility of midday
meal as schools and anganwadis
are closed... a large number of
students do not have the facility
of attending online education”
and “the residences of a large
number of students do not have
air purifiers. And, therefore, there
may not be any difference be-
tween children sitting at home
and children attending schools.”

The court said, “We make it

160

clear that we are leaving it to the
Commission to decide to what
extentthe norms, whichare oth-
erwise applicable in GRAP 3 and
4 as of today, can be either re-
laxed or exceptions can be carved

out. We expect a decision to be

taken during the course of the
day or latest by tomorrow mormn-
ing so it can be implemented.”

Itadded, “Various aspects can
be considered by the Commiss-
ion. One can be granting relax-
ation tothose schoolsand educa-
tional institutions thatdo not have
facility for online education. The
other can be granting relaxation
to those studentswho do not have
facilities of online education at
their respective residences.”

On November 22, the apex
court called for reports on the
implementation of GRAP 4
measures at 113 entry points
into the national capital. The
court was previously told there
was no security or barricadingat
amajority of the entry points.

Taking note, the benchsaid, “It
isapparent thatauthorities men-
tioned againstitem numbers 1,2,
and 3 of Stage 4 of GRAP have
made no earnest effort to imple-
mentactionin terms of clauses 1
to 3. Some police teams were de-
puted ata few entry points, with-
out any specific instructions. In
fact, the report of the court com-
missioner indicates at most of the
entry points, police were posted
pursuant to order of this court
dated November 23."

Stating that “there is a seri-
ous lapse by the authorities, it
asked “CAQM to immediately
initiate action" against them.
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Catiinet approves
One Nation One
Subiscription

PNS B NEW DELHI

he Union Cabinet on
Monday approved One
Nation One Subscription
scheme to provide country-
wide access to international
high impact  scholarly
research articles and journal
ublications to students,
culty and researchers of all
Higher Education
Institutions managed by the
Central government and
State governments and
Research & Development
Institutions of the Central
government,

| The initiative will open a

goldmine of knowledge
available in top quality
scholarly journals to nearly
1.8 crore students, faculty,
researchers and scientists of
all disciplines, including those
in tier-two and tier-three
cities, thereby encouraging
core as well as
interdisciplinary research in
the coun
A total
international journal
publishers have been included
in One Nation One
Subscription. All of the nearly
13,000 e-journals published
by these publishers will now
be accessible to more than

| 6,300 government Higher

Education Institutions and

central government R&D

institutions, :
Continued on page 2

of 30 major :
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Cabinet approves One Nation...

From page 1

A total of almost Rs 6,000
crore has been allocated for
One Nation One Subscription
for three calendar years, 2025,
2026 and 2027, as a new
Central Sector Scheme.

One Nation One Subscription

ig™a timely step’ towards” EducationPolicy (NEP) 2020
i * has also identified research as

establishing India in the

Elobal research ecoszrstem by
ringing ease 'of doin

research to the doorstep of

students,  faculty  and
researchers in the
government institutions.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi in his address to the

Nation from the ramparts of
the Red Fort on August 15,
2022, had pointed out the
importance of Research and
Development in our country
in the Amrit Kaal. He had
given the clarion call of “Jai
Anusandhan” on the
occasion. . The National

a corequisite for outstanding
education and development
in our country. The
establishment of Anusandhan
National Research
Foundation by the
Government of India was a
step in this direction.

.

rApp

Elevating Teachers. Elevating India.

Tl

Education Minjister Dharmendra Pradhan on Monday launched The Teacher App’ which has been developed by Bharti Airtel
Foundation and is dedicated to the capacity building of teachers. Pradhan said Centre is Ievetaging‘ mnmra@mn and technplogy
for continuous capacity building of teachers in the spirit of new National Education Policy (NEE). Vice Chairman of Bharti

| Enterprises Rakesh Bharti Mittal, top ministry officials amongst other stakeholders from education field were present on the

| oceasion,
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Kerala POSCO report highlights lack of child safety in homes, schools

are on the rise as 3,322 cases data underscores that the children who survived sexual focused on raising awareness and police, ofljiclals‘ hfe sm;l‘:
were reported in 2021 and  safety, protection, and well- abuse, 73 (two per cent) were about child abuse as part of Nazeer Chaliyam, lorSmt
being of children can only be aged four to six, 423 ( nine the recommendan?ns member (_Jf the Kerala State
nstances of sexual abuse of incidents occurred in the reported across Kerala. cases in 2019 and 3030 in effectively ensured if parents, per cent) were aged five to outlined in the report. "As Commission for Protection
children in Kerala are onan  children's homes, 725 (15 per According to police data, 2020.The Commission found relatives, society, police, and nine, 1574 (39 per cent) were  children are being abused in of Child Rights, said the
upward spiral, leaving them cent) in the accused's homes, Thiruvananthapuram district that, out of 4,582 cases the government diligently aged 10 to 14, and 1929 (48 their homes and public government should intervene

unsafe even in schools and and 935 (20 per cent) in recorded the highest number  analysed during the specified ~fulfill” their responsibilities per cent) were aged 15 to 18. places, society has the and initiate lheddnecessa'l:y
to address the

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE = Children  from  Sexual crime was not available, the
KOCHI Offences (POCSO)  Act report added. In 2023, a total
analysed, 988 (21 per cent) of 4,663 POCSO cases were 4,583 in 2022. It was 3,616

homes. According to a report  public places,” it said. In the of cases, while  period, involving = 5,002 without failure, the report Besides, two (0.03 per cent) responsibility to prevent this. measures
released by the Kerala State report, it was noted that in Pathanamthitta district had accused individuals, ~the added. Of the 4,701 victims children with unclear or To address this, we have issues highlighted by the
Commission for the 173 cases, the crime took the lowest, the report said. relationship between the reported during the year, undocumented ages were provided trainin, for commission in the report. "As

Protection of Child Rights place in schools, 139 in Of the 4,663 POCSO cases child victims and the accused 3,972 (85 per cent) were girls, also victims. This ighlights Kudumbashree workers on per Section 16 of the
recently, 21 per cent of such vehicles, 146 at various other reported in the year, 4,701 ere  was categorised as follows: while 659 (14 per cent) were the need for parents and the Juvenile Justice Act, Commission for Protection
cases were reported at locations, and 166 incidents survivors, indicating that 873 were known to the boys. Gender information guardians to focus on POCSO Act, child rights,and  of Child Rights, the report
children's homes, and four in isolated areas. many cases involved more children, 631 were was unavailable for 70 enhancing children's ability good parenting in seven should be laid before the state
per cent in schools. The Additionally, 60 cases were than one victim. "This neighbours, 439 were family children (one per cent), as it to respond to uncomfortable districts of the state, and it Assembly along with the
alarming revelations have reported in hotels, 72 in highlights the need to educate members, 435 were relatives, was not included in the situations and providing age- will continue in the recommendations and the
prompted the state’s child friends homes, 73 in religious children about the POCSO 477 were friends, 692 were report submitted to the appropriate safety awareness. remaining districts,’ Kumar action  taken b the
rights  panel  to raise institutions, 16 in hospitals, Act and child-friendly romantic partners, 210 were Commission by the police. K Manoj Kumar, told PTI. Besides, we commission so tﬁ'a, th
awareness about child abuse and eight per cent in procedures, alon with  teachers, 305 were strangers, The data highlights that girls Chairperson of the Kerala provided awareness for child government ’can initiat he
among parents, teachers and childcare institutions.  providing them self-defense 896 were undocumented or are disproportionately State  Commission  for protection committee required measuresl lfa < the
police officers. "Out of 4,663 However, in 791 (17ger cent) training,” the report stated. unidentified, and 36 were vulnerable to sexual assault. Protection of Child Rights, members in block redressal of the or the
cases under Protection of cases, information about the As per the figures, the cases van, bus, or auto drivers. This Raising concerns of the said the commission is now panchayats, teachers, parents in it," he told matters raised

162



Midwken Timd, 24 Movembo 2-24, P‘W No - |6

India’s founding document

The process of incorporating the

sparked a social revolution

aspirations of ordinary people into
the Constitution began through

social movements spearheaded by
Jyotiba Phule and BR Ambedkar

A =
“ﬁ: 4
he Constitution of India isan
embodiment of the aspira-
tions of its citizens. These
aspirations were also
reflected in the long and
painstaking process through
which the Constitution came into being.
This process, however, didn’t begin on
December 9,1946, when the first session
of the Constituent Assembly was gav-
elled into existence.

Debates and discussions on what
should be incorporated into the Constitu-
tion started in the 19th century itself.
Social movements played a crucial role in
shaping the constitutional discourse, lay-
ing down the foundations of equality, dig-
nity, social justice, and equal opportunity
for any future document to govern a yet-
to-be-born republic. The movements, led
by Jyotiba Phule and Dr BR Ambedkar,

Tespectively, in different periods of history

are representative of the
direct impact of social
movements on the fram-
ing of the Constitution.
Phule’s constitutional
* project took inspiration
from the 13th Amend-
ment (1865) to the Ameri-
can Constitution, which

JONSTITUTION
abolished the slavery of
African Americans. In

@75
G 1873, Phule wrote a semi-

nal book, titled Gulamgiri (translated as
slavery), with a dedication to “the good

" people of the United States as a token of
admiration for their sublime disinterested
and self-sacrificing devotion in the cause”
of slavery. Phule also hoped that the
oppressor communities in India would

- follow a similar track in abolishing
untouchability and emancipating the
oppressed castes. Gulamgiri was a sharp
critique of India’s caste system and
oppression. -

In the same year, Phule also started the
Satyashodhak Samaj (the truth seekers’
society) movement to unite the oppressed
castes, promote their education, and build
an alternative vision of an equal society.
He further advocated before the British
government for free and compulsory edu-
cation for all. In 1882, he submitted to the
Hunter Commission a document that
asked the administration to “be kind
enough to sanction measures for the
spread of female primary education”,

Dr. Ambedkar built further on Phule’s

legacy in demanding constitutional rights ;

BR Ambedkar and Rajendra Prasad, two of the stalwarts of the Consti

for the oppressed castes. Before the South-
borough Committee in 1919, Dr Ambedkar
insisted on universal adult franchise (vot-
ing rights) for all Indians. Rejecting the
contention that “franchise should be
given to those only who can be expected

to makean intelligent use of it, he argued .-

that franchise would promote the political
awakening of the marginalised communi-
ties, who had long been excluded from
politics and the social mainstream. -

. The two Mahad Satyagraha led by Dr .

Ambedkar in 1927 established the
groundwork for the non-discrimination
principle and broadened the constitu-
tional imagination of rights. The Satyag-
raha wasa challenge to the age-old prac-
tice of restricting Dalits from accessing
water from a public source used by
oppressor castes. Dr Ambedkar regarded
the access to public places and water

* resources as a fundamental civil right.

InMarch 1927, thousands of oppressed

castes walked several kilometres, under

the leadership of Dr. Ambedkar, to drink
water from the Chavdar tank, which was
made open to everyone by the Mahad
municipality in Maharashtra. However,
after the gathering drank water from the
tank, it was attacked by a large crowd of
people from the oppressor castes, who
came with sticks and stones. Later, the

~ oppressor castes performed purification

of the water tank by chanting hymns,
while taking out the water from the tank
in pots. This was seen by Dr Ambedkar as
an effort to demoralise the Dalits in
demanding their rights.

Dr Ambedkar then launched a second
Satyagraha in Mahad in December 1927,
During this gathering, he presented cer-
tain resolutions prepared by him before-
hand, These re$olutions highlighted the

"
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principles that all human beings were
born equal; the use of public roads, pub-
lic schools, public water sources and
temples is open to all; and that the “law
should be equally applicable to all”,
These are the modern principles of
equality beforelaw and equal protection
of laws, and non-discrimination, which
were later incorporated in Articles 14
and 15 of the Constitution. The second
Mahad Satyagraha also rejected the
authority of “Manusmriti” as Dr Ambed-
kar publicly burnt it.

During the Round Table conferences in
London in the early 1930s, Dr Ambedkar
presented a clause on non-discrimination
and equal access to public places, which
were inspired not only by Mahad Satyag-
raha, but the words of the American Civil
Rights Act of1875. His negotiations at the
Conference, and later with Mahatma Gan-
dhi, led to the reservation of seats for Dal-
its in Parliament and state assemblies.
This framework was expanded later in
the Constitution by providing for the res-
ervation of seats for backward classes,
including the Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes, in government services
and educational institutions.

Around this time, Dr. Ambedkar also
wrotea landmark lecture titled “Annihila-
tion of Caste” as part of his advocacy
against caste oppression, but refused to
deliver it after the organisers asked him to
tone down his content. Later published as
abook in1936, it conceptualised “a society
based onliberty, equality and fraternity”.
As he elaboarated in this treatise, frater-

nity was “only another name for democ-

racy”. \
1 6 3rhese ideas garnered through the anti-

caste social movements were brought by

tuent Assembly.

Dr Ambedkar to pl;eConsﬁmen;Assem- o

HTARCHIVE

bly. Similarly, other members of the
assembly carried forward the demands
from anti-colonial struggle, women's
movements, Adivasi movements, and
peasant movements. In effect, social
movements were instrumental in decid-
ing the fate of the final text of several con-
stitutional provisions such as equality,
free speech, freedom of conscience and
social reform, universal adult franchise,
constitutional remedies, and even the Pre-

~amble.

The broader principles embedded in
the Constitution, influenced by earlier

pre-independence social movements, !
were invoked by subsequent movements |

to advocate for enhanced constitutional
safeguards and rights for citizens, Post-in-
dependence social movements have led to
the enactment of laws to prohibitand pre-
vent atrocities against Dalits and Adivasis,
outlaw manual scavenging, and provide
adequate quotas in educationa] institu-
tions for other backward classes, Several

pieces of legislation, such as the Jaw pro- |

viding the right to information, have heen
passed due to the efforts of civil society-
led movements. :

These vignettes hint at why the Indian
Constitution is a unique document- one
that lays the legal foundation of republic

but more importantly creates 2 justand |

equitable social landseape for that repub-
lic tostand and thrive on, This js why pio-
neering American constifutionalist Gran-
ville Austin called the Constitytion prima-
rily a social document, ope that he
described as the cornerstope of anation,

Anurag Bhaskar is the g thar
The Foresighted Ambedkar: Idm“m:‘sn:;g
Indian Constiysion pys
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ry 26,1950 e‘nthenepubucoﬂndmmubequgiving;. i
; 1 te on which the Congress proclaimed the '~
nce in 1930 even while the British were in physical pessession.
believed ‘their domination safe for as long as they could foresee. -
speeches which marked the final reading of the revised draftCon-
ide the future leaders of public opinion and the peopleonwhom
:;jischarglng the executive legislative and judicial functions .
: - of the State with an idea of the -
« hopes and fears of m framers. In
 particular, they will draw inspira-
. tion from the final address of the
'President, Dr Rajendra Prasad,
and the observations of the Con-
gress President, Dr Pattabhi Sita-
& ramayya. They will find méch . -
. guidance in the closing com-
. ments of its leading framers and
. will note the dangers against
~ which thechajrmanoflhenmft i 4
. ing Committee, Dr BR. :
- kar, has wamedﬁmmr Theher—
. culean task was performed in 11
| sessions constituting 165 work:
. ing days. Of these, the House -
" devoted 114 days to considera
tion of the draft Constitution.
©  But, while much credit is due to.
. those who prepared the original
. scheme and to the drafting ¢
Tmittee, which held 141 sittings to
consider various amendment
_ the main credit for the achieve-
tion of the Consutuﬁon.- _ment, as Dr Ambedkar grace-
- fully acknowledged in winding
_ up the debate, goes to the Con- =
-hadbeenamoﬁeymwd.hesaid,therewouldhavebeennmhlng- :
e ﬂonbyhﬂngingmtomepmoeedings" e-
”What is more, it was atthedaily i

dkar "érdiﬂsandhisapproachmssamew %
sounding a note of warning against ] dangersinherentmthesima 7
le, he said, must place the  above creed, they must hold fast
al methods and must asstre that political democracyis supp
\ 3 ng that it is for the u

electorate, reservation of seats, andthej‘tmdmnental Rights received gen g
| enthusiastic approval. Criticism was confined mmnlytopwvisionsahmm
ition, the Centm s powers andproperty rights Amajorit}nof tl;e
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The Constitution still thrives, let it show India the way

his month marks the 75th anniversary

of the adoption by the Constituent

Assembly of the draft Constitution of

India, on November 26, 1949. The
Union government has announced that it intends
to commemorate this momentous occasion with
a special joint sitting of Parliament. There are
bound to be several self-congratulatory speeches,
from all sides of our fractious political divide. But
the speech that should haunt us all is that of the
principal draftsman of the Constitution, B.R.
Ambedkar, on the eve of the Constitution’s
adoption. On November 25,1949, in his
magisterial summation of the work of the Drafting
Committee he chaired, and before commending -
its work to the Assembly, he pointedly observed:
“however good a Constitution may be, it is sure to
turn out bad because those who are called to
work it, happen to be a bad lot. However bad a
Constitution may be, it may turn out to be good if
those who are called to work it, happen tobe a
good lot.”

The working of the Constitution, Dr, Ambedkar
pointed out, depended on how the people and
the political parties applied it. The drafters had
made provision for relatively easy amendment, so
as to permit the document to keep up with the
needs of the times. But the rest depended on the
way successive generations of its custodians
chose to implement it.

The lacunae that B.R. Ambedkar identified
Dr. Ambedkar highlighted the fact that “there is
complete absence of two things in Indian society”
— equality and fraternity. “On the 26th of January
1950,” he declared, “we are going to enter into a
life of contradictions. In politics we will have
equality and in social and economic life we will
have inequality. In politics we will be recognizing
the principle of one man one vote and one vote
one value. In our social and economic life, we
shall, by reason of our social and economic
structure, continue to deny the principle of one
man one value. How long shall we continue to
Live this life of contradictions? How long shall we
continue to deny equality in our social and
economic life?”

In calling for a social and not merely political
democracy to emerge from the Constitution, Dr.
Ambedkar stressed the absence of fraternity as
the second major ingredient that was missing in
India. “Fraternity means a sense of common
brotherhood of all Indians - of Indians being one
people. It is the principle which gives unity and
solidarity to social life.” But thanks to the caste
system — the entire structure of caste, he averred,
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Wwas ‘anti-national’ - religious divisions and the
absence of a common sense of nationhood
among some Indians, fraternity had not yet been
achieved. But it was indispensable, since liberty,
equality and fraternity were all intertwined and
could not flourish independently of one another.
“Without equality,” he pointed out, “liberty
would produce the supremacy of the few over the
many. Equality without liberty would
kill individual initiative. Without
fraternity, liberty would produce the
supremacy of the few over the many. X
Without fraternity, liberty and equality [fTHs a0
could not become a natural course of
things. It would require a constable to
enforce them”

What has changed ;
Today, 75 years later, it is well worth asking what .
progress we have made to achieve the aims of the
Constitution’s drafters, and in particular to fill the
lacunae that Dr. Ambedkar identified, Equality
has advanced, no doubt, with the abolition of
untouchability being accompanied by the world’s
oldest and farthest-reaching affirmative action
programme, in the form of Teservations, initially
for Scheduled Castes and then for the Other
Backward Classes (OBC). These reservations,
which were initially intended to be temporary,
have now been entrenched in our system and
may be said to be politically unchallengeable. But
the task of promoting social and economic
equality, which Dr. Ambedkar pointed to, is far
from complete. The clamour for further
opportunities for those who believe that Indian
society continues to deny them the equality of
outcomes that the numbers warrant, continues to

. Toil our politics. The escalating demand for a

Caste census is bound to have further
implications for the evolution of India’s
constitutional practice.

As for fraternity, the mobilisation of votes in
our contentious democracy in the name of caste,
creed, region and language have ensured that the
social and psychological sense of oneness that Dr,
Ambedkar spoke about, is still, at best, a work in
progress. But there is no doubt that the sense of
nationhood that he felt had not yet come into
existence has now become embedded across the
country. One only needs to look at the crowds at 3
cricket match involving the Indian team, or the
national outrage and mourning after an
international conflict such as the Kargil war
(1999) or the Galwan incident (2020, to be aware
that there is a strong sense of nationhood despite
the persistence 6f or sectarian identities,

TN

reifying caste reservations, Ind}a has

prg(;tz;tt:e)é ec;fzmali%y but arguably underm_ln%j
fraternity. Fraternity had a special _plac:;n er
Ambedkar’s vision; tlgle w_,vor;i V;Irélls,l au,'; many ways,

is distinctive contribution to )
?(l)snfsjiisttlllltli%?]al discourse. It a]§o had an economic
dimension, with the implicit idea thag the assets
of the better-off would be used to uplift the
untouchables and other unfortunates,
Fraternity would both result from and
lead to the erosion of social_ and_caste
hierarchies. But, as the sociologist
Dipankar Gupta has argued, the
extension of reservations to th'e: .OBCs
saw caste as ‘an important polmcal.
resource to be plumbed in perpetuity’.
Professor Gupta avers that this ‘is not in the spirit
of enlarging fraternity, as the Ambedkar
proposals are’; while Dr. Ambedkar’s ultimate
aim was the annihilation of caste from Indian
society, for Mandal, caste was not to be
“removed”, but to be “represented”” It
entrenched caste rather than eliminating it from
public life.

Highs and worrying lows
This debate may well go on. Still, we can be
grateful that the ascent to power of the very
elements of Indian politics who had initially
rejected the Constitution hag not resulted in its
abandonment. There is a certain irony to a
Bharatiya Janata Party government celebrating a
document that its forebears in the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh and the Jana Sangh had
found “un-Indian” and devoid of soul. That sy
has evolved over 75 years and 106 amendments,
and the Constitution stil] thrives. But the
hollowing out of many of the institutiong created
by the Constitution, the diminjshing of
Parliament, Ppressures on the judiciary and the
undermining of the democratic spirit leading o
91& V-Dem Institute label]jng India as an
electoral autocracy”, policed by the “constable”

Concluding his memorable Speech, “is no doubta
matter of joy. But Jet s not forget that thig
Independence hag thrown op ys great
trﬁsponsibiljties. By indepe
€ excuse of blaming the British for anything
N .
£S 80 wrong, we will
have ng 0dy to blame except ougrselves.”g
e A S vow to the reduce
S We need to blame ourselves
or — i
and let the Constitution show us the way.
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

The Constitution has always been secular
both in spirit and in letter

&“L‘.\_SU,CL as. _flw;;jnath | Singh, have cited that the o
has been implicit in the constitutional fi

Sanjay Hegde

In light of the Supreme Court judgement
affirming secularism and socialism in the
Preamble of the Constitution, here is an
Op-Ed piece published in The Hindu in
2016 that dealt with the role of secularism
throughout the history of the Constitution
and the Constituent Assembly.
n November 26, Constitution
Day, Union Home Minister
Rajnath Singh bemoaned in
Parliament that secularism
was the “most misused” term in the
country. “The framers of the Constitution
did not include the words ‘secular’ and
‘socialist’ because these values were
(already) part of Indian civilisation,” said
Mr. Singh. He was essentially voicing a
belief that secularism was alien to the
Constitution, and that it was only during
the Emergency that secularism stealthily
crept into the Constitution. That belief,
though popular, is not quite right.

The framers of the Constitution worked
against the backdrop of two great
instances of human carnage — World War
11 and the Partition of India. Both were
the result of an insistence on
distinctiveness of group identities and
their consequent territorial demarcations,
which excluded those who did not fall
within the dominant group.
Simultaneously, the process of integration
of princely states meant that people not
exposed to even limited democracy
became voters of a republic that promised
justice, liberty, equality and fraternity for
all. In a nascent republic, where power
had for the first time been vested in the
diverse, heterogenous people of the
subcontinent, the Constituent Assembly
became a trustee and demarcator of the
extent of that power. The document that
they produced after two years of intense
debate and labour had words of comfort
for everyone.

A constitutional value

Secularism is implicit in the entire
constitutional framework. What does
secularism in the Indian Constitution
mean? The question admits of no easy
answer and cannot be restricted to
textual interpretation alone. It is a

Achild pays tribute to B.R. Ambedkar during the Constitution Day celebrations organised by the TDP in M.

constitutional value that seeks to manage

India’s diverse and plural society, in an

atmosphere of cohesiveness of national

purpose.

The guarantee of equality in Article 14;

the promise of non-discrimination in
Articles 15 and 16; protection from
religious taxes and religious instruction in
state-funded institutions set in Articles 27
and 28; the permission of educational
institutions of choice to linguistic and
religious minorities in Articles 29 and 30;
the promise of equal ballots devoid of
sectional preferences in Article 325 — all
make for a constitutional architecture
which is devoid of any religious
preference whatsoever. God is
significantly absent throughout the
Constitution.

There are however provisions which

seek to enforce equality within the Hindu~

religion in Articles 17 and 25(2)(b).
Deference to Hindu sentiments on cow
slaughter is also provided for in Article
48, as is the pious hope for a uniform civil
code in Article 44. Taken as a whole
package, the constitutional vision of
secularism is one of principled
equidistance from all religious matters,
while at the same time regulating its
practice in a manner consistent with the
demands of a modern society. Crucially,
in Article 25(2)(a), we can find

constitutional permission for the state to |

regulate or restrict “any economic,
financial, political or other secular activity
which may be associated with religious
practice”.

Debate over amendment

Thus, it is fallacious to argue that the
original Constitution as adopted, enacted
and given to ourselves on November 26,
1949, was not a secular document. The
inclusion in the Preamble of the words
“socialist” and “secular” by the 42nd
Amendment on January 3, 1977, only
headlined what was already present in
the original text of the Constitution. We
must also remember that the Preamble
itself was drafted only after the
Constitution was approved by the
Constituent Assembly. The Preamble thus
became a one-page mission statement of
the republic’s intent.

i TR Y &
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riginal text of 1949 did not have the word ‘secularism’in it, but the principle

In fact, there is an illuminating
discussion in the Constituent Assembly
debates of November 15, 1949, when
Professor K.T. Shah wanted to include the
words “secular, federal, socialist” in
Article 1 of the Constitution, the article

- that now reads, “India, that is Bharat,

shall be a Union of States...”

Prof. Shah said, “As regards the secular
character of the state, we have been told
time and again from every platform that
ours is a secular state. If that is true, if that
holds good, I do not see why the term
could not be added or inserted in the
Constitution itself, once again, to guard
against any possibility of
misunderstanding or misapprehension...
The secularity of the state must be
stressed in view not only of the unhappy
experiences we had last year and in the

“yearsbefore and the excesses to which, in

the name of religion, communalism or :
sectarianism can go, but I intend also to
emphasise by this description the
character and nature of the state which
we are constituting today....”

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, in reply, said, “Mr.
Vice-President, Sir, I regret that I cannot
accept the amendment of Prof. K.T. Shah.
My objections, stated briefly, are two. In
the first place the Constitution, as I stated
in my opening speech in support of the
motion I made before the House, is
merely a mechanism for the purpose of
regulating the work of the various organs
of the state. It is not a mechanism
whereby particular members or
particular parties are installed in office.
What should be the policy of the state,
how the society should be organised in its
social and economic side, are matters
which must be decided by the people
themselves according to time and
circumstances. It cannot be laid down in
the Constitution itself, because that is
destroying democracy altogether. If you
state in the Constitution that the social
organisation of the state shall take a
particular form, you are, in my judgment,
taking away the liberty of the people to
decide what should be the social
orgaﬂ:%l in which they wish to live. It
is perfectly possible today for the majority
people to hold that the socialist
organisation of society is better than the

ramework since the start, though it was officially introduced only through the 42nd Amendment in 1977

capitalist organisation of society. But it
would be perfectly possible for thinking
people to devise some other form of
social organisation which might be better
than the socialist organisation of today or
of tomorrow. I do not see therefore why
the Constitution should tie down the
people to live in a particular form and not
leave it to the people to decide it for
themselves. This is one reason why the
amendment should be opposed. The
second reason is that the amendment is
purely superfluous. My honourable
friend, Professor Shah, does not seem to
have taken into account the fact that apart
from the Fundamental Rights, which we
have embodied in the Constitution, we
have also introduced other sections which
deal with Directive Principles of State
Policy... What I would like to ask Professor
Shah is this: If these directive principles to
which I have drawn attention are not
socialistic in their direction and in their
content, I fail to understand what more
socialism can be. Therefore my
submission is that these socialist
principles are already embodied in our
Constitution and it is unnecessary to
accept this amendment.”

Prof. Shah’s amendment was defeated
but two things stand out in this exchange.
First, the economist in Dr. Ambedkar
dominated his exchange with Prof. Shah.
He only discussed the economic
philosophy of the Constitution and did
not deal with the questions of secularism
and federalism. Second, he felt that what

was already explicit in the Constitution
need not be reiterated.

Basic structure

On April 24, 1973, the Supreme Court,
with its then full strength of 13 judges,
ruled in the Kesavananda Bharati case
that secularism was part of the basic
structure of the Constitution. It also held
that elements constituting the basic
structure were beyond Parliament’s
power to amend the Constitution. The
court reiterated this principle in 1994 in
the S.R--Bommai case when dealing with
the challenge to the dismissal of four
Bharatiya Janata Party-ruled State
governments after the demolition of the
Babri Masjid.

Despite the Constitution’s secular
nature being held to be part of its basic
structure, matters did not rest. During the
Emergency came the 42nd Amendment
on January 3, 1977. Apart from many
significant changes otherwise, it
resurrected Prof. Shah’s cosmetic
suggestion and inserted the word
“secular” in the Preamble. After the
Emergency, the 44th Amendment by the
Janata government undid most of the
substantial damage achieved by the 42nd
Amendment. But it, too, chose to
preserve the addition of the words
“socialist” and “secular” to the Preamble.

The Law Minister who piloted the 44th
Amendment was Shanti Bhushan. His
colleagues in the ministry were L.K.
Advani and A.B. Vajpayee. Their

inheritors today cannot presume to forget
constitutional history, and assume that
constitutional values such as secularism
are just meaningless words to be redacted
from a document. Secularism is inherent
in the basic structure of the national
book, and is beyond the power of any
transient parliamentary majority to efface
or abridge.

(Sanjay Hegde is a Supreme Court

lawyer.)
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Feminist zdeokogy in India’s constitutional discourse

framers of the Constitution of India as

‘founding fathers’ is very patriarchal and
paternalistic. The fact that the ‘founding mothers’
of the Indian Republic, the eminent women in the
Constituent Assembly, too painstakingly
co-authored the Constitution, has been spitefully
hidden from the popular imagination. Achyut -
Chetan writes in his Founding Mothers of the
Indian Republic: Gender Politics of the Framing of
the Constitution (2022): “It is through the
dynamics of will, consent, and, frequently
enough, dissent, that women members carried
the feminist movement through and beyond the
Constituent Assembly. Each article of the
Constitution, therefore, is a point of diffraction in
the history of Indian feminism. The Constitution
is drafted not just by the consent of women but
also by their will.”

However, Christine Keating in her Framing the
Postcolonial Sexual Contract: Democracy,
Fraternalism, and State Authority in India (2007)
demonstrated how the ‘founding fathers’
constitutionally subjugated the woman: “The
Constituent Assembly struggled to reconcile their
commitment to an egalitarian polity with their
efforts to build consent for the political authority
of the new Indian state...the assembly settled on a
compromise, what I call the postcolonial sexual
contract, to resolve that dilemma: they
established equality in the public sphere as a
fundamental right for women yet sanctioned
discriminatory personal laws that maintained
women’s subordination in the family in order to
secure fraternal acqmescence to the centralized
rule.”

The beginnings

The founding mothers cobbled an intersectional
alliance with B.R. Ambedkar for the realisation of
social revolution. They shared his sceptical
attitude towards the romantic celebration of
Indian culture which is deeply anchored in the

l n the Indian scenario, even calling the

brahmanical patriarchy. Amrit Kaur, a prominent *

- Constitution of
India has been

Deputy Law Secretary
to the Government
of Kerala

The fact that the
‘founding
mothers’ of the
Indian Republic
too
painstakingly
co-authored the

brushed over

founding mother of the Constitution, asserted in
1932 that the women of India were no longer
willing to submit to standards, whether local,
political, or ethical, which had been set for them
by the male conscience of the community. The
founding mothers laboured in and out of the
Constituent Assembly to break the patriarchal
ecosystem. But the nation has failed
them deplorably.

Fight against a goliath

The founding mothers conceived the
Fundamental Rights not just as
injunctions against the state but also
as a social charter that restores their inherent
freedoms curtailed by the behemoths in the’
private sphere such as religion and family which
enjoyed privileged insulation from political
interventions. Hansa Mehta and Amrit Kaur
demanded that a Uniform Civil Code capable of
arresting the aggrandising social-patriarchal
power must be included in the Fundamental
Rights.

And when the Uniform Civil Code was
relegated to the Directive Principles, they played
a remarkable role in bringing a prelude to the
Directive Principles, that they are ‘fundamental in
the governance of the country and the state has a
duty to apply them in making laws’. This prelude,
incorporated at the behest of the founding
mothers, played avital role in the ascendancy of
the Directive Principles in the constitutional
jurisprudence of India in the 1980s.

Begum Aizaz Rasul articulated that secularism
was the most outstanding feature of the
Constitution. In the Sub Committee on
Fundamental Rights, Hansa Mehta tried to limit
the right to religion as she believed that it would
curtail women’s right to equality and social
reforms such as the abolition of child marriage.
Hansa Mehta and Amrit Kaur demanded the term
‘free practi religion’ be replaced by ‘freedom
of religious worship’ as a constitutional carte
blanche for religion would impede Indian

Consttutioh

| women’s emancipation.

In'Amrit Kaur’s note of dissent on the
“Freedom of Religion’, she vigorously
underscored the anti-woman tendency of
religious practices: “[unbridled freedom of
religion] would not only bar the future legislation’
but would even invalidate past legislations such

as the Widow Remamagé Act, the
Sarda Act or even law abolishing sati.
Everyone is aware how many evil
practices which one would like to
abolish, are carried on in the name of
DAY religion, for éexample, purdah,
polygamy...dedication of girls to
temples, to'mention a few.” A disheartening |
chapter in the life of the Indian Republic is that |
the man’s right to religion conquered the 2
woman'’s right to equality and dignity. \

Still a struggle _

Kamaladevi Chattopadhyay believed that the
Constitution heralded a new, beginning for
women in India as it guaranteed equality and
Justice for them. But this euphoria did not last for
long. The Government of India’s official report,
‘Towards Equality: Report of the Committee on
the Status of Women in India’ (1974), concluded
that the Indian Republic had failed to achieve
equality for its womenfolk even after two decadej
of the promise made in the Preamble. {
~ After the passing away of the ‘founding i
mothers’, Indian feminist constitutionalism has |
been affected. Despite strong women leadersin
politics, India has not been blessed with a {
feminist stateswoman or jurist. Women’s |
presence in the corridors of power re elmams .
abysmal. The Uniform Civil Code designedto |
dispel gender injustice has been a cheque drawn J

in favour of the Indian woman by the founding
fathers and mothers. But it has been dishonoure
by the Republic’s political banke (desplte

\ sufﬁcnent jurisprudential funds at their dlsposal

. __Theviews éLp ésed are pmona!,
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This Constitution Day, lessons from the Constituent
Assembly for today’s parliamentarians

C Raj KuMAR

he consensus document

TODAY, ON NOVEMBER 26, we celebrate the
75th anniversary of the adoption of the
Constitution of India. The contribution of the
members of the Constituent Assembly in
imagining the future of India through a dem-
ocratic, consultative, inclusive, and argumen-
tative process is truly inspiring. As we com-
memorate the 75th anniversary, itisimportant
toalso celebrate the contribution of themem-
bers of the Constituent Assembly. But it is
equally important to learn lessons from their
remarkable effortsindrafting the Constitution
as a consensus document. This should be an
inspiration for all the Members of Parliament
across all political parties and ideological
shades as they work towards fulfilling the peo-
ple’s mandate and constitutional duties. The
most important lesson to learn from the
Constituent Assembly debates is how people
canvehementlyand respectfully disagree with
each other without questioning motivations,
commitments and values.

B R Ambedkar, in his last speech to the

Constituent Assembly, delivered on November

" 25,1949, paid tribute to the contribution of the
members of the Assembly: “The task of the
Drafting Committee would have been a very
difficult one if this Constituent Assembly has
been merely a motley crowd, a tessellated
mentwithoutcement, ablack stone here
andawhite stonethereis whicheachmember

( or each group was a law unto itself. There
would have been nothing but chaos... The pro-
ceedings of this Constituent Assembly would

havebeenverydullifallmembershadyielded

to the rule of party discipline. Party discipline,
in all its rigidity, would have converted this
Assemblyinto a gathering of yes'men.”
Ambedkar appreciated and celebrated
©  the dissenting voices in the Constituent
Assembly. He said, “..fortunately, there were
rebels. They were Mr Kamath, Dr P §
Deshmukh, Mr Sidhva, Prof KT Shah and
Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. The points they
raised were mostly ideological. That  was
not prepared to accept their suggestions,
does notdiminish the value of their sugges-
tions nor.lessen the service they have ren-
dered tothe Assembly in enlivening its pro-

iy AE, 4

The Constituent Assembly’s
members represented the
most diverse interests; they
came from different
backgrounds. They discussed
and debated complex issues
with sincerity and conviction.
They were conscious that
they discussed issues where
reasonable people can have
different perspectives. This
ability to come together,
discuss and debate complex
issues of law, policy, and
governance was the hallmark
of the Constituent Assembly:

ceedings. But for them, Iwould not have had
the opportunity which I got for expounding
the principles underlying the Constitution...”

The last two decades of the evolution of
parliamentary democracy (2004-24) in India
should be carefully examined to understand
and appreciate the need for reimagining the
culture of democratic_engagement in

* Parliament. Thisisamomentof introspection

for all members of Parliament.
Datademonstrates the need for seriousin-
trospection within Parliament regarding how

_ this most vital institution of our democracy

could be strengthened and made more rele-
vant. Before 1990, each Lok Sabha used to con-
venefor550 days spanning 3,500 hours, which
declined to 345 days spanning 1,800 hours
post-1990. The 17th Lok Sabha held the low-
est number of sittings, with 274 days over five
years.The 1stLok Sabha satfor 677 sittings dur-
ing 1952-57. The 15th Lok Sabha passed 192
bills while the 5th Lok Sabha passed 487 bills.
The percentage of bills referred to
Parliamentary Committees reduced from 71

per cent in the 15th Lok Sabha to 16 per cent
in the 17th Lok Sabha. The 15th and 17th Lok
Sabha passed 36 per cent and 35 per cent of
bills in less than one hour, respectively. The
15th Lok Sabhalost 37 per cent of its scheduled

time to disruptions, while the 16th Lok Sabha

lost 16 per cent. The average time spent on
Union Budget discussion declined from 120

" Hours before 1990 to 35 hours post-1990. In

2023, 2018 and 2013, the entire budget was
passed without any discussion. :

Ibelieve there are three critical lessons that
today’s members of Parliament must learn
from the Constituent Assembly. g

The Constituent Assembly’s members rep-
resented the most diverse interests; they came
from different backgrounds. They discussed
and debated complexissues withsincerityand
conviction. They were conscious that they
were discussing issues reasonable people can
have different perspectives on. This ability to
cometogether, discussand debate complexis-
sues of law, policy, and governance was the
hallmark of the Constituent Assembly.

This could serve asanimportantlesson for

168

i jans. The issues
temporary parliamentanans. 11¢
fl?:ywengeo discussing thenarenot sngmﬁcantly

different from the issues we are facing today.

Overcoming them requires inspired leader-

ship and faith in Parliament as an institution
to promote respect, dignity and fraFemlty
among all members. ;

" The remarkable aspect of the Constituent
Assembly was not only that divergent politi-
calandideological interests prevailed but that
even within the same political persuasion,
there were different views. Pluralistic views
that promoted ademocratic culture were very
much part of the Assembly’s discourse. Of
course, it must be mentioned that strong po-
litical parties with their ideological interests
had not taken root and the Assembly, though
functioningas a provisional Parliament, did not
carry the historical burden that our current
parliamentarians have. Nevertheless, ata time
when thereisanaspiration for nation-building
eﬁorl_s toaddress significantissues of our time
—beitpoverty,inequality,employment, liveli-
hood, education, healthcare, environment and

matrr)lyomer pem;lélems ofhuman development
—thereis aneed to deve iti
suswithin Parliament. lciens,

India’s constitutional history has demon-

_ Strated the extraordinary power of collective

consciousness and of diverse i
People c
together tolay the foundation of apnevc) !?11('1?5.
whn}; members of the Constituent Assemh
o t:d ought for India’s freedom, later parti ly
e e\:lellthle government at the state and ceq—
paniamei tabe_heve the motivations of toda )
O&me,ergrelan.s. regardless of politica idei),;f
ofthe o ? Withthe vision of the members
or;\ttilly. As We celebrate
Ay € adoption of the
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Those who take oath of office in the Constitution’s name are undermining it

AT THEAGE of 75, the Constitution of Indiais
the talk of the town. In parliamentary de-
bates, asanissue in elections, in the speeches
of political leaders across parties, it is a cen-
tral point of debate. It is a tribute to the
founding members who drafted the
Constitution that not only has it stood the
test of time, but upholding ts core values has
become an essential patriotic duty.

This is not to say that the people of India
have benefitted equally from the Constitution.
Theimplementation of the rightsembodied in
it has been flawed and uneven. This is partly
rooted in the irrational and arbitrary division
of the Constitution into justiciable and non-
Jjusticiable sections, with the major clauses re-
lated to social and economicjustice relegated
to the non-justiciable sections in the Directive
Principles, Thus, India with a Constitution re-
garded as a model in the guarantee of equal
rights for all citizens still has, within the con-
stitutional frameworlk, grown to be one of the
most unequal societies. The apprehensions of
several members of the Constituent Assembly,
expressed in the words of KT Shah, a self-de-
clared socialist, that such a division would be
like*“a cheque payable by the bank concerned
atitsownconvenience” have turned outtobe
true. Defence of the Constitution must include
the implementation of the spirit of the
Directive Principles related to economicequal-
ity and justice.

When on November 26, 1949, the
President of the Constituent Assembly,

Rajendra Prasad, moved the motion “that the
constitution as settled by the constituent as-
sembly be passed”, the records of that day
note the “prolonged cheers” when it was
adopted unanimously. Outside the assem-
bly, it was the RSS that opposed the
Constitution on grounds that it was not in
tune with “Bharatiya” traditions based onre-
ligious texts such as the Manusmriti. It argued
that nationality and citizenship rights are
linked to the religious identity of the major-
ity, those who subscribed to Hindu beliefs
and unless “others” subordinated them-
selves to this majority, they had no right to
be treated as equal citizens. India, through
the adoption of the Constitution, rejected
these divisive theories. It was Pakistan that
agreed with the RSS theory of religion-based
nationality and shaped its constitution and
forms of governance accordingly.

The problem s that 75 years later, the RSS
maintains those beliefs and its agenda of es-
tablishing a Hindutvarashtra. The bigger prob-
lem is that those who rule India are increas-
ingly more dependent on the RSS's
organisational network even to win elections.
The facade of maintaining an identity distinct
from the RSSis history. The last 10 years of the
BJPgovernment reflectits commitmenttothe
RSS agenda. It is reflected in blatant anti-mi-
nority policies and framing of Islamophobic
laws; in the vicious attacks on the Opposition
and againstany dissentthrough the use of dra-
conian laws; in pushing highly centralised

forms of government against the constitu-
tional rights of states; in imposing a distorted
view of history and cultures, promoting
manuvadi Hindutva and whitewashing the
caste system; in subverting the mandate of
autonomous institutions through appoint-
ments based mostly on degrees of ideologi-
calloyalty and so on. Indiais faced with an un-
precedented situation where those who have
been elected to power and assumed office in
the name of the Constitution are following
policies that incrementally weaken its basic
structure resting on the pillars of secularism,
democracy, social justice and federalism.

Itwould be entirely mistaken to view this
as the result of the megalomania in the per-
sonality of a particular leader. An individual
may well be the most effective representative
of anti-constitutional politics, butitis a politics
that goes beyond the individual and has
deeper roots in social and class elites.

It is here that the experience of an earlier
assault on the Constitution in the form of the
Emergency is useful. At that time, the elimi-
nation of civil liberties and basic democratic
rights was supported by powerful capitalist
lobbies that believed it was essential to tame
the working classes who, following the his-
toric railway strike, were mobilising for their
demands across the country. Industrialist ] R
D Tata put it plainly in an interview with The
New York Times. “Things have gone too far...
you can'timagine what we have gone through
here —strikes, boycotts, demonstrations.. The
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parliamentary system is not suited to our
needs..."” Indira Gandhi's assault on the
Constitution was not just to serve herownin-
terests or those of her party, but had a wider
aim of satisfying the demands of India’s
capitalist classes.

In the present time, what is striking is the
declared loyalty of the ruling classes to the cur-
rent regime. It is not unusual for the rich and
powerful to shift loyalties in quid pro quo
arrangements as governments come and go.
But the obeisance to the Nagpur headquarters
by prominent industrialists is a new feature
reminiscent of the big business houses who
bowed before the Naziregime. Corporate India
and the presentregime go handin hand. There
are, of course, the most favoured individuals
of the regime, butitis the class interests of cor-
porates being served and saved by the Modi
government. The attacks on the rights of worl-
ers through the enactment of the four labour
codes, the repression of kisans, and the unde-
clared war against Adivasis through the forcible
takeover of theirland to serve the interests of
big mining companies or other private-sector
projects are a function of this.

The twin cannons of BJP rule targeting the
Constitution are majoritarianism and corpo-
rate interests, both linked to one another. On
the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the
Constitution, resistance and defence must
take into account both these aspects.

The writer is a member of the CPI(M) Po!itbum/
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rime Minister
Narendra Modi
started giving
emphasis on the

values and ethos of Sam- -

bidhan and since 2015,
we have been celebrating
Constitution Day
(Samvidhan Divas) on 26
November to celebrate
the adoption of the Con-
stitution of India by the
Constituent Assembly. It
is actually a tribute to the
framers of the document,
especially the Chairman
of the Drafting Commit-
tee, Dr B. R. Ambedkar.
Drafting this constitu-
tion was not so casy as
there were multiple types
of states and people and
problems in India to con-
sider. Even after India
gained independence on
15 August 1947, India
was under British Parlia-
ment with ‘Dominion’
status and lh(‘l'(i were

princely states and
French and Portuguese
colonies in the Indian
subcontinent. India was
divided and discriminat-
ed, according to gender,
race, region, religion,
caste and class.
So laying principles of
justice, liberty, equality
and fraternity and mak-
ing India a ‘Socialist
Republic’ was not as easy
during the times of the
Cold War. But kudos to
the 389 (reduced to 299
after the partition of
India) members of the
Constituent Assembly
who framed the world's
lengthiest written consti-
tution, which grounded
democratic ethos so deep
that India became an
iconic example of Demo-
cratic Republic while our
neighbours and others
are facing military coup
and civil wars.
In its 395 articles in 22
parts and 8 schedules,

our predecessors tried to
make a legal framework
and solution of the eco-
socio-political problems
of India. Although it was
amended so many times,
still, one cannot overlook
the foresight of our fore-
fathers and salute them
for thinking so compre-
hensively.Itis not a one-
day job, but it took
almost three years to
draft the constitution,
holding 11 sessions over
a 165-day period. If one
visits the National
Library of Kolkata, one
will witness the full ver-
sion of the debate. Nowa-
days, it is available in dig-
ital archives as well.
About 36 lakh words
were spoken in all and Dr
B R Ambedkar had the
distinction of having spo-
ken the greatest number
of words. The most
debated portion of the
constitution is about fun-
damental rights which

was debated for about 16

days, i.e., about 14 per
cent of the clause-by-
clause discussion. Other
portions debated the
most were the Directive
Principles of State Policy
(was discussed for about
six days, about four per
cent); and the concept of
citizenship (about two

per cent).

But unfortunately,
women issues were never
discussed as women
members contributed to
about two per cent of the
discussions and there
were only 15 women
members in the Assem-
bly and out of them, only
10 took part in the
debates. Members of
princely states also were
not so active in discus-
sion (contributed to
about six per cent) and
this might have occurred
due to their less demo-

cratic knowledge. But
members from provinces

contributed to about 85
per cent of the discus-
sions, maybe because of
their log practices of
democratic discussion in
the time of provincial
parliament sessions of
British India.

Whatever the percent-
age, none can doubt the
success of constitution-
makers about sustain-
ability and the success of
the constitution.

Now the question is
how much we are follow-
ing values and principles
enshrined in the consti-
tution?

As per the Preamble of
26 November 1949, WE,
THE PEOPLE OF INDIA,
having solemnly resolved

to constitute India into a
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST
SECULAR DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC and to secure

to all its citizens: JUS-
TICE, social, economic

and political; LIBERTY of ~ pj

thought, expression,
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belief, faith and worship;

equality of status and of
opportunity; and to pro-
mote among them all
FRATERNITY assuring
the dignity of the individ-
ual and the unity and

integrity of the Nation. L

As per the Policy and
Planning Bureau of the
Government of India,
every academic institu-
tion in India now has
programmes to teach
their students and teach-
ers the importance of

constitutional values and
the rights and duties they
uphold. No doubt it is a
noble effort to remind
and reiterate the soul of
Indian politics and state
culture. Not only stu-
dents, but all citizens
should take a pledge to
follow this fundamental
philosophy of Indian
political culture.

The writer is the Exe?uﬁwe

rector of, Interdisciplinary
Institute of Human Security and
Governance
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Synopsis

Goods and Services tax: Pankaj Chaudhary, minister of state in the ministry of finance
said in Lok Sabha that the government has earned Rs 4792.4 crore on taxing various
education services which are currently not exemtp from GST. However certain
education services still attract nil GST, read below to find what the minister said.

Educational services such as services
provided by schools are exempted from
GST. Pankaj Chaudhary, minister of
state in the Ministry of Finance said in
Lok Sabha on November 25, 2024, that
the government collected Rs 4792.40
crores as Goods and Services Tax (GST)

on education services which are not

Government earned Rs 4792 crore from imposing

GST on educational services not exempt from exempt under GST in FY 2023-24. The
GST —

government collects 18% GST on
commercial educational services such as coaching and training.

The Service Accounting Code (SAC) for such services is 9992 on which 18% GST
rate is levied.

How much GST has the government earned from educational services?
The minister said in a response to a question by Dr. D Ravi Kumar: The data for
GST collected on education services, which are not exempted, such as
commercial training and coaching, for the past three years is tabulated below:
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Lok Sabha

Educational services exempt from GST as per GST Council
recommendations

The minister answered a query raised by Dr. D Ravi Kumar and said: GST rates
and exemptions are prescribed on the basis of the recommendations of the
GST Council, which is a constitutional body comprising of members from both
the Union and State/UT Governments.

“Services provided by educational institutions to its students, faculty, and staff
are exempt from GST. ‘Educational institution’ has been defined under GST
exemption notification to mean an institution providing services by way of:
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(i) pre-school education and education up to higher secondary school or
equivalent;

(ii) education as a part of a curriculum for obtaining a qualification recognised
by any law for the time being in force;

(iii) education as a part of an approved vocational education course.
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Furthermore, supply of services relating to admission or conduct of
examination by educational institutions are exempt from GST.

Additionally, the following services provided to schools, up to higher
secondary, are also exempt:

(i) transportation of students, faculty and staff;

(ii) catering, including mid-day meals sponsored by the government;
(iii) security or cleaning or housekeeping services.

Services of affiliation provided by a Central or State Educational Board or
Council or any other similar body, by whatever name called, to Government
schools have been given exemption from GST w.e.f. 10.10.2024 as
recommended by GST Council in its 54th meeting.

Educational services not exempt from GSTOther than the above exempted
education services, services such as commercial training and coaching attract
18% GST. Printed books including Braille books, newspapers, journals and
periodicals, whether or not illustrated or containing advertising material, and
children’s picture, drawing or coloring books do not attractGST . The fee
charged for issuance of migration certificates and duplicate certificates by
educational institutions to their students is exempt from GST.

Services not likely to get GST relief in near future

When asked whether the government aims to exempt education services
which are currently subject to GST, the ministersaid: “GST rates and
exemptions are prescribed on the basis of the recommendations of the GST
Council, which is a Constitutional body comprising of members from both the
Union and State/UT Governments. Details of exemptions from GST on
education-related services have been given above. Currently there is no
recommendation from the GST Council for further exemption in this regard.”

Chartered Accountant Ashish Niraj, Partner, A S N & Company, who has also
handled Special Audit under GST, says: “By exempting core educational
services provided by educational institutions government is fulfilling its
constitutional obligation of providing free and compulsory elementary
education to every child. However, it’s a fact that in today’s era there is vast
level of commercialization of educational activity by various institutions. To
keep a balance between both Government has made GST exempt on certain
education services which are deemed part of core education activity, and other
than those exempt education services the services such as commercial
training and coaching services attract 18% GST. Education institutions are also
defined in GST so that there is not any ambiguity. The government keeps
getting representations to include various services related to education in
exempted categories, decisions on which in taken by GST Council.”

( Originally published on Nov 26, 2024 )
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5-Day Capacity Building Training on E-
Content Development Begins at Shiksha
Sadan
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Tarun Karthick
Campbell Bay, 26 November

A five-day Capacity Building Training on E-Content

Development commenced on 25th November 2024 at Shiksha

Sadan, organized by the State Institute of Education, Sri Vijaya

Puram, in collaboration with CIET-NCERT. The training, which
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together 50 participants from all nine educational zones,
> enhance the use of digital content in education.

The event was inaugurated by Mr. S. Suresh Kumar, Deputy
Director of Education (Planning) and State Project Officer,
Samagra Shiksha. In his address, Mr. Suresh Kumar emphasised
the transformative role of digital content in improving
educational outcomes and addressing learning gaps. He urged
the participants to leverage digital tools effectively in their
teaching methods.

Professor Indu Kumar, Head of the Department of ICT, Training
& Development at CIET-NCERT, delivered the keynote address.
She spoke about the inclusion of dedicated chapters on
Technology and ICT Integration in the NEP 2020 framework and
highlighted the importance of developing high-quality e-content
for platforms such as DIKSHA, DTH Channels, and YouTube.
These platforms, she noted, can serve as accessible learning
resources that contribute to improving learning outcomes.

Specialised sessions were conducted by expert resource persons
Dr. Rejaul Karim Barbhuiya and Ms. Vimlesh Chaudhary, faculty
members at NCERT, who provided valuable insights into the
development of digital content for education.

The program began with a welcome address by Ms. Sangeeta
Chand, Principal of the State Institute of Education. She
emphasized the significance of such capacity-building initiatives,
which equip teachers with the skills to effectively integrate
digital tools into their teaching practices and spread these skills
across their clusters and zones.

The training program concluded with a vote of thanks from Mr. T.
Samson, Head of the Division, ICT, who expressed his gratitude
to all contributors for their efforts in making the training a
success.
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12/2/24, 4:30 PM 'Viksit Bharat' dream hinges on quality education in schools: UN resident coordinator in India
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'Viksit Bharat' dream hinges on quality education in
schools: UN resident coordinator in India

United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) on Wednesday released a statement on its
'RiseUp4Peace’ educational initiative that is focused on engaging and empowering young people to 'resist
negative influences, emerging vulnerabilities and risky behaviours'.
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Shombi Sharp Credit: X/@ShombiSharp

New Delhi: Highlighting the immense potential of India's students as catalysts for change, UN's
resident coordinator in the country Shombi Sharp has said the dream of 'Viksit Bharat' hinges on
ensuring that children in school receive not only quality education but are also sensitised to
becoming "responsible model citizens of tomorrow".
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The UN Resident Coordinator for India highlighted the immense potential of "India's 265.2 million
students as catalysts for change", emphasising the importance of quality and values-driven
education in shaping inclusive and peaceful societies, it said.

Also Read: 'Viksit Bharat Young Leaders' Dialogue' to be held in Delhi on January 11-12: PM Modi

Also Read: 'Viksit Bharat Young Leaders' Dialogue' to be held in
Delhi on January 11-12: PM Modi

"The dream of 'Viksit Bharat', as articulated by the Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, hinges on
ensuring that children in school receive not only quality education but are also sensitised to become
responsible model citizens of tomorrow," he was quoted as saying in the statement.

ADVERTISEMENT
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both recognise the need to nurture responsible citizens who can contribute to peace and harmony in
an increasingly complex world. But this ambition goes beyond the traditional scope of education -- it
requires "reimagining educational interventions in classrooms, schools and communities”, the
UNODC said.

In several bustling classrooms across India, there is a "powerful movement" quietly taking shape --
one that champions peace, lawfulness and inclusion through education. At the heart of this
movement are not just the policy-makers, educators or institutions, but young people who stand as
the most crucial catalysts of change, the statement said.

Emphasising the initiative's relevance and impact, over 70 policy-makers, educators and young
champions ideated and charted a roadmap for fostering peace, inclusion and lawfulness in education
-- as envisioned in NEP 2020 and NCF 2023 -- at a 'RiseUp4Peace’ policy consultation convened by
India's apex curriculum body, the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
and UNODC South Asia in New Delhi.
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Also Read: 'Viksit Maharashtra' important to achieve Viksit Bharat goal, says Jaishankar

Also Read: 'Viksit Maharashtra' important to achieve Viksit
Bharat goal, says Jaishankar

Launched this year, the cross-cutting collaborative initiative has engaged over 30,000 stakeholders
across 14 states and Union Territories (UTs) through participatory capacity building of educators, co-
creation of school-led initiatives and activity-based learning of students.

'RiseUp4Peace’ has spurred innovative interventions blending arts, technology and sports to
empower students with the support of a diverse set of partners -- public, private and rural schools,
NCERT, DERT Meghalaya, Raipur Police and educator and youth groups, the statement said.

NCERT Joint Director Amarendra Prasad Behera urged educators to actively build capacities and
develop values-driven modules to transform education.

"NEP 2020 and NCF 2023 envision education as a bridge to a more just and peaceful society. Such
collaborations transform vision into action,” he said.

The consultation reinforced the call for a whole-of-society approach to education, with policy-
makers, educators and students as equal partners in creating a roadmap to promote transformative
education for attaining the Sustainable Development Goals.
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NCERT-UNODC RiseUp4Peace Consultation
Brings Together Policymakers, Educators, and
Youth to Advance Education for Peace,
Inclusion, and Lawfulness

UNODC's RiseUp4Peace initiative, supported by Jagrandosh, empowers students and educators
to champion peace, resilience, and inclusion across classrooms and communities.
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NCERT-UNODC RiseUp4Peace Unites Leaders, Educators, And Youth For Peace-Driven Education.
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Young people today face critical challenges including mental health, cyber risks, drug use, and
violence, among others. Responding to this right from the classrooms is “a need of the hour,”
according to educators and India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the National
Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023 both recognize the need to nurture responsible citizens who
can contribute to peace and harmony in an increasingly complex world. This however requires

reimagining educational interventions in classrooms, schools, and communities.

In several bustling classrooms across India, there is a powerful movement that champions
peace, lawfulness and inclusion through education. Policymakers, educators, or institutions,
along with young people are the most crucial catalysts of change and bridging theory with
practice, UNODC's RiseUp4Peace educational initiative is focused on engaging and empowering

young people to resist negative influences, emerging vulnerabilities and risky behaviours.

Emphasising the initiative’s relevance and impact, over 70 policymakers, educators and young
champions ideated and charted a roadmap for fostering peace, inclusion, and lawfulness in
education-as envisioned in NEP 2020 and NCF 2023 —at a RiseUp4Peace policy consultation
convened by India’s apex curriculum body, the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) and UNODC South Asia in New Delhi. Working in mixed groups, policymakers,
educators and students exchanged practical insights on curriculum integration, good practices
and new ideas, as well as the way forward. Key insights shared by educators emphasized the

importance of a holistic approach to education.

United Nations India Resident Coordinator Shombi Sharp highlighted the immense potential of
India’s 265.2 million students as catalysts for change, emphasizing the importance of quality,
values-driven education in shaping inclusive and peaceful societies. “The dream of Viksit Bharat,
as articulated by the Honourable Prime Minister of India, hinges on ensuring that children in
school receive not only quality education but are also sensitized to become responsible model
citizens of tomorrow. UNODC's RiseUp4Peace aligns with this vision, going beyond academics.

The UN system in India stands fully committed to supporting this mission.”

Launched this year, the cross-cutting collaborative initiative has engaged over 30,000+
stakeholders across 14 states and UTs through participatory capacity building of educators, co-
creation of school-led initiatives, and activity-based learning of students. RiseUp4Peace has
spurred innovative interventions blending arts, tech, and sports to empower students, with the
support of a diverse set of partners: public, private and rural schools, NCERT, DERT Meghalaya,
Raipur Police and educator and youth groups. Dr. Amarendra Prasad Behera, Joint Director,

NCERT urged educators to actively build capacities and develop values-driven modules to
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transform education. “NEP 2020 and NCF 2023 envision education as a bridge to a more just and

peaceful society. Such collaborations transform vision into action.”

UNODC Regional Representative Marco Teixeira highlighted the vulnerabilities of youth to drugs,
mental health challenges, and risky behaviours, advocating for educational interventions that
prioritize integrity, resilience, and lawfulness. UNODC Deputy Representative for South Asia, Dr.
Suruchi Pant highlighted that “a whole-of-society approach is essential to empower students and

ensure they have the support needed to thrive.”

Young people also shared their lived experiences, bringing attention to the importance of
providing platforms for mental health awareness, gender equality, inclusion, lawfulness, and
cyber safety. Ms Aarushi Gambhir, a passionate advocate for disability inclusion and
RiseUp4Peace champion, emphasized that “"classrooms are where disability inclusion must truly

begin," further stressing the need for inclusive education from the ground up.

Equipped with training, tools, monthly activity plans and continuous cross-learning, a growing
number of educators are integrating important themes about SDG16 in classroom programs with
RiseUp4Peace. “Schools are leading change with creative outputs with street plays, music, art, Al
tools and school-wide projects on anti-bullying, cyber safety, drug use prevention and gender
equality,” said Ms PK Dhillon, Principal, KNPS Phagwara (Punjab).

Student-led conversations and advocacy efforts through vlogs, posters, social work and peer-
centred activities are responding to emerging realities in classrooms. The result? Young learners
are resonating with a theme, identifying solutions and responses, sharpening their unique skills

and developing a sense of empathy, leadership and social responsibility.

The consultation reinforced the call for a whole-of-society approach to education, with
policymakers, educators and students as equal partners in creating a roadmap to promote
transformative education for SDG16. UNODC'’s Communications Officer for South Asia, Mr.
Samarth Pathak, summarized the impact of the initiative which has spanned across India’s
diverse regions. "With RiseUp4Peace, educators and students are not just learning about peace,

lawfulness, and inclusion—they are actively working toward it.”

Jagran Josh is the education media partner for RiseUp4Peace.
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New Delhi, India/27 November 2024

Today, young people face critical challenges—mental health, cyber risks, drug use,
violence, among others. Responding to this right from the classrooms is “a need of
the hour” educators say. India’s National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the
National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023 both recognize the need to nurture
responsible citizens who can contribute to peace and harmony in an increasingly
complex world. But this ambition goes beyond the traditional scope of education—it
requires reimagining educational interventions in classrooms, schools, and
communities.

In the bustling classrooms and vibrant schoolyards across India, there is a powerful
movement quietly taking shape—one that champions peace, lawfulness and inclusion
through education. At the heart of this movement are not just the policymakers,
educators, or institutions, but young people who stand as the most crucial catalysts of
change. Bridging theory with practice, UNODC’s RiseUp4Peace educational initiative
is focused on engaging and empowering young people to resist negative influences,
emerging vulnerabilities and risky behaviors.
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Emphasising the initiative’s relevance and impact, over 70 policymakers, educators
and young champions ideated and charted a roadmap for fostering peace, inclusion,
and lawfulness in education--as envisioned in NEP 2020 and NCF 2023—at a
RiseUp4Peace policy consultation convened by India’s apex curriculum body, the
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and UNODC South
Asia in New Delhi. Working in mixed groups, policymakers, educators and students
exchanged practical insights on curriculum integration, good practices and new ideas,
as well as the way forward. Key insights shared by educators emphasized the
importance of a holistic approach to education.

United Nations India Resident Coordinator Shombi Sharp highlighted the immense
potential of India’s 265.2 million students as catalysts for change, emphasizing the
importance of quality, values-driven education in shaping inclusive and peaceful
societies. “Education is the cornerstone for peace, inclusion, and resilience. Together,
we must ensure every child thrives in a safe, empowering environment.”

Launched this year, the cross-cutting collaborative initiative has engaged over 30,000+
stakeholders across 14 states and UTs through participatory capacity building of
educators, co-creation of school-led initiatives, and activity-based learning of
students. RiseUp4Peace has spurred innovative interventions blending arts, tech, and
sports to empower students, with support of a diverse set of partners: public, private
and rural schools, NCERT, DERT Meghalaya, Raipur Police and educator and youth
groups.

Dr. Amarendra Prasad Behera, Joint Director, NCERT urged educators to actively build
capacities and develop values-driven modules to transform education. “NEP 2020 and
NCF 2023 envision education as a bridge to a more just and peaceful society. Such
collaborations transform vision into action.” UNODC Regional Representative Marco
Teixeira underscored the vulnerabilities of youth to drugs, mental health challenges,
and risky behaviors, advocating for educational interventions that prioritize integrity,
resilience, and lawfulness. UNODC Deputy Representative for South Asia, Dr. Suruchi
Pant highlighted that “a whole-of-society approach is essential to empower students
and ensure they have the support needed to thrive.”

Young people also shared their lived experiences, bringing attention to the importance

of providing platforms for mental health awareness, gender equality, inclusion,

lawfulness, and cyber safety. Ms. Aarushi Gambhir, a passionate advocate for

disability inclusion and RiseUp4Peace champion, emphasized that "classrooms are
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where disability inclusion must truly begin," further stressing the need for inclusive
education from the ground up.
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Equipped with trainings, tools, monthly activity plans and continuous cross-learning, a
growing number of educators are integrating important themes pertaining to SDG16 in
classroom programs with RiseUp4Peace. Schools are leading change with creative
outputs with street plays, music, art, Al-tools and school-wide projects on anti-bullying,
cyber safety, drug use prevention and gender equality.

Student-led conversations and advocacy efforts through vlogs, posters, social work
and peer-centered activities are responding to emerging realities from classrooms.
The result? “Young learners resonating with a critical challenge, identifying solutions
and responses, sharpening their own unique skills and developing a sense of empathy,
leadership and social responsibility,” said Ms. PK Dhillon, Principal, KNPS Phagwara
(Punjab).
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The consultation reinforced the call for a whole-of-society approach to education, with
policymakers, educators and students as equal partners in creating a roadmap to
promote transformative education for SDG16. UNODC’s Communications Officer for
South Asia, Mr. Samarth Pathak, summarized the impact of the initiative which has
spanned across India’s diverse regions. "With RiseUp4Peace, educators and students
are not just learning about peace, lawfulness, and inclusion—they are actively working
toward it.”

For more details, please contact:

Mr. Samarth Pathak Cellphone: +91-9811347927
Communications Officer (South Asia)Email: samarth.pathak@un.org
UNODC Website: www.unodc.org/southasia
New Delhi, India X: @UNODC_ROSA/@PathakSamarth
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| PIONEER NEWS SERVICE ®
| NEW DELHI

Highlighling the immense
potential of India's stu-
dents as catalysts for change,
United Nations's(UN)resident
coordinator in' the country
Shombi Sharp has said the
 dream of 'Viksit Bharat'
hinges on ensuring that chil-
| dren in school receive not
' only quality education but are
also sensitised to becoming
"responsible model citizens of
tomorrow".
United Nations Office on
Drugs and Crime (UNODC)
on Wednesday released a
statement on its
‘RiseUp4Peace’ educational
initiative that is focused on
engaging and empowering
young people to "resist nega-
tive influences, emerging vul-
| nerabilities and risky behav-
iours".

The UN Resident
Coordinator for India high-
lighted the immense potential
of "India's 265.2 million stu-
dents as catalysts for change”,
emphasising the importance
of quality and values-driven
education in shaping inclusive
and peaceful societies, it said.
"The dream of 'Viksit Bharat',
as articulated by the Hon'ble
Prime Minister of India,
hinges on ensuring that chil-
dren in school receive not
only quality education but are
also sensitised to become
responsible model citizens of

TThe Piman 26 Novemb&r 224, fay, o - Y

tomorrow," he was quoted as
saying in the statement.

India's National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and the
National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) 2023 both
recognise the need to nurture
responsible citizens who can
contribute to peace and har-
mony in an increasingly com-
plex world. But this ambition
goes beyond the traditional
scope of education -- it
requires "reimagining educa-
tional interventions in class-

“rooms, schools and commu-

' nities", the UNODC said.
| In several bustling classrooms
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across India, there is a "pow-
erful movement” quietly tak-
ing shape -- one that cham-
pions peace, lawfulness and
inclusion through education.
At the heart of this movement
are not just the policy-makers,
educators or institutions, but
young people who stand as
the most crucial catalysts of
change, the statement said.
Empl%
relevance and impact, over 70
policy-makers, educators and
young champions ideated and
charted a roadmap for foster-
Eﬂpeace, inclusion and law-
ess in education -- as envi-
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sioned in NEP 2020 and NCF
2023 -- at a 'RiseUp4Peace’ pol-
icy consultation convened by
India's apex curriculum body,
the National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) and
UNODC South Asia in New
Delhi.

Working in mixed groups,
policy-makers, educators and
students exchanged practical
insights on curriculum inte-
gration, good practices and
new ideas as well as the way
forward. Key insights shared
by educators emphasised the
importance of a holistic

ream hinges on quality ecucation in schools: UN's Sharp

— e e

approach to education.
Launched this year, the cross-
cutting collaborative initiative
has engaged over 30,000
stakeholders across 14 states
and Union Territories (UTs)
through participatory capac-
ity building of educators, co-
creation of school-led initia-
tives and activity-based learn-
ing of students.
'RiseUp4Peace’ has spurred
innovative interventions
blending arts, technology and
sports to empower students
with the support of a diverse
set of partners -- public, pri-
vate and rural schools,
NCERT, DERT Meghalaya,
Raipur Police and educator
and youth groups, the state-
ment said.

NCERT Joint Director
Amarendra Prasad Behera
urged educators to actively
build capacities and develop
values-driven modules to
transform education.

"NEP 2020 and NCF 2023
envision education as a bridge
to a more just and peaceful
society. Such collaborations
transform vision into action,”
he said.

The consultation reinforced
the call for a whole-of-socie
approach to education, wit
policy-makers, educators and
students as equal partners in
creating a roadmap to pro-
mote transformative educa-
tion for attaining the
Sustainable Development

Goals.
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The 10th All-India Students’
Conference, organised by the
All-India Democratic Stu-
dents’ Organisation (AID-
S0), began at the Talkatora
Indoor Stadium: here on

Wednesday. The three-day
event, fo ed on opposing
the National Education Poli-

cy (NEP) 2020, centred on the
theme ‘Save Education, Cul-
ture and Humanity.’

. 'The open session was dedl-
cated to tribal freedom fighte
Birsa Munda./It began wi
the hoisting ofthe AIDSO flag,

2.¢ November. ’)/o),q{ P“"E‘ Ne- 15

followed by the inauguration
of three exhibitions. The quo-
tation exhibition was opened
by economist Prof Arun
Kumar, the art exhibition by
Prof Nandita Narain, former
president of DUTA and FED-
CUTA, and the photo exhibi-
tion by Prof Sachidanand Sin-
ha, a retired JNU professor

and president of the Institute
- of Indian Geographers.

Speaking at the inaugural
meeting, Prof Chaman Lal,
adviser to the Bhagat Singh
Archives and Resource Cen-
tre, Cﬂt]ClSed 2020, say-
ing, ¢ has further
acceler the Pprivatisation

‘NEP HE A&IELER TED
PRIVATISATION’

the privatisation and
commercialisation of
§ education. It has destroyed the
- marmaking character-building
aspect of education. 99
~ Prof Chaman Lal, ADVISER T0 BHAGAT SINGH
ARCHIVES AND RESOURCE CENTRE

e R

Experts during the 10th AlHndia Students’ Conference at
Talkatora Stadlum in New Delhion Wednosday

sl o R B Rt s i T L S NS S

and cormnercxahsa’aon of of Indlasfreedom strug'gle." whelming response to this
education. It has destroyed  Arun Kumar Singh, former  conference shows the pub-
the?man-makmg character- president of AIDSO, }ugh- lic's frustration with the

i aspect of education, lighted the meortance of teno education sys-
along; 'thﬂméculturallegrcy dent vaern‘flnts ; ! df
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66 The NEP has accelerated

R

-

* Messages from prominent

.written message from Prof

ucatlon Policybegins

indifference to publie-funded
education,” he said.

historians added weight to
the session. A video message
from Prof Irfan Habib under-'
scored the importance of!|
public ‘education, while. a

Romila Thapar, Professor
Emerita, JNU, was read out.
The session was' presided |
over by Sourav Ghosh, AID-|
SO’s general secretary. l
The day also saw partmlpa—'
tion from various Left and
democratic student organisa-
tions, including AISA, §AISF
AISB andPSU f % '
/
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Disabilityi;glﬁsion needs

systemic shift, not saviours

ainstream Hindi cinema, with mov-
ies like Taare Zameen Par, Black,
and most recently, Srikanth, has
brought attention to the lives of
children with disabilities, portraying their
challenges and triumphs. While these movies

* undoubtedly raise awareness, they often rely

- ments, again someone whose life is

on the “miracle teacher” trope— a heroic fig-
ure who single-handedly transforms a child's
life. This portrayal, while emotionally impact-
ful, risks oversimplifying the reality that inclu-
sive education depends on collective, systemic
support from educators, administrators, fami-
lies, and policymakers. In Taare Zameen Par,
the world of a young boy who struggles with
dyslexia is transformed when his art teacher
“unlocks” his potential through empathy and
unconventional teaching, suggesting that one
caring teacher can reverse years of neglect.
Black similarly follows the story of a
girl with visual and hearing impair-

transformed by her teacher. While
their bond is heartwarming, the

about empowering children within environ-
ments that respect and accommodate their
unique needs.

India’s Rights of Persons with Disabilities
Act, 2016 and National Education Policy, 2020
reflect this collaborative model, mandating
training for all teachers, regular and special, to
address the diverse needs of children with dis-
abilities. Many states now emphasise shared
responsibility among regular teachers and
special educators, underscoring that inclusion
isa group effort.

Beyond the educators, inclusive education
also requires accessible infrastructure, tailored
curricula, reasonable accommodations, and
assistive technologies. These elements work
together to create an environment where chil-
dren with disabilities can thrive. Saviour nar-
ratives valorise individual resilience and gloss
over the systemic efforts required for
sustainable change,

Narratives that feature children
with disabilities as empowered indi-
viduals— supported by a network of

teacher is portrayed as the singular wr teachers, families, and schools — will
force behind the girl's growth, leav- Sagarika better capture India's current educa-
ing out the broader support that true Parab tional landscape. When children are
inclusive education demands. ara depicted as active participants,

Srikanth, a recent biopic, tells the rather than passive recipients, the
story of a boy with a visual impair- narrative aligns with the true spirit

ment who finds success with the help of a
devoted teacher. The film highlights the obsta-
cles he faces in an education system that
resists accommodating his disability, but its
resolution relies on the success of one individ-
ual against all odds with the aid of a teacher
who believes in him when no one else does.
Despite the rising representation of disabilities
in Bollywood, films rarely challenge the sys-
temic barriers impacting children, focusing
instead on personal achievements enabled by
one “miracle” figure.

Though inspirational, these narratives are
overly simplistic. They suggest that the solution
to educational challenges lies in exceptional
intervention rather than in a sustained, collec-
tive approach. By framing one teacher as the
agent of change, the myth that children with
disabilities can only thrive through rare, heroic
efforts rather than through comprehensive,
inclusive systems gets reinforced.

The “miracle teacher” trope is part of a

- larger trend in disability-related films that

position a saviour figure swooping in to “fix”
a problem. It risks reinforcing the notion that
children with disabilities are passive recipi-
ents of help rather than active participants in
their own education. This portrayal neglects
the reality that genuine inclusive education is

of inclusive education. This shift could edu-"
cate audiences, encouraging society to see
inclusive education as a shared responsibility
rather than a challenge for a single teacher. .

To meaningfully contribute to the inclusive
education movement, mainstream cinema
must move beyond the saviour trope and
embrace a more nuanced portrayal of how
inclusive education works. True progress lies
in showcasing the collaborative efforts of spe-
cial educators, regular teachers, and school
administrators working in harmony. For
instance, Taare Zameen Par hints at this idea
towards the end, as the school collectively
supports the dyslexic young artist, highlight-
ing the importance of accommodation and
teamwork.

As society’s understanding of inclusive edu-
cation grows, cinema has the potential to
inspire further change by portraying it accu-
rately. By moving away from oversimplified
narratives, movies can highlight the collective
efforts of educators, administrators, and poli-
cymakers to create schools that truly welcome
children with disabilities.

Sagarika Parab is research fellow (Disability
Inclusion and Access), Vidhi Centre for Legal
Policy. The views expressed are personal
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Schooling in India in times of poor air quality

n a stark reminder of the COVID-19
papdemic period, schools in Delhi State, in
mid-November 2024 — as a part of the
deed Response Action Plan (GRAP) to
ta.ckle air pollution, which is triggered when the
Air Quality Index (AQI) is “poor” — had been
ask(?d to switch from physical to online mode.
While other restrictions imposed as a part of
GR@IT might have an impact on air quality, the
decision to switch schools to online mode needs
to be examined for its scientific rationale,
practicability, and benefits and risks. )
Poor air quality in many north Indian States is
harmful for any age group and not just children.
The harmful health effects of poor air quality are
on a continuum from the moment the AQI
crosses normal range. Children (and everyone in
any age group) should be protected from poor air
quality the moment the AQI crosses 50, which is
considered ‘good’ air quality by Indian norms.
However, there are only a few days in a year

el y k
Dr. Chandrakant
Lahariya

specialises in early
childhood

diseases and
preventive medicine.
He has over 16 years
of work experience

Organization
and UNICEF

when the AQI is within acceptable limits. In 2024, 1 f }s 7.,

till now, there has not been even a single day with

‘good’ air quality in Delhi; there was just one'such. .

‘good’ air quality day in 2023. Alongside, it is
naive to believe that an AQI that is more than 400
(classified as ‘severe’ or ‘severe plus’) is harmful
and anything below this is not. This arbitrary and
high cut off does not help except inadvertently
normalising the harmful health effects of air
quality that is in the range of AQI 51 to 399.

More importantly, most children in Delhi or
other parts of the country are likely to have the
same air quality inside their homes or in their
schools. For some underprivileged children; air
quality in the classroom might be better than at
home as many schools have air purifiers. The - -
idea of having online classes due to poor AQI puts
all children at an additional disadvantage of
learning loss and nutritional loss (as many
children get mid-day meals in schools), while

there is no respite from the health impact.

It is widely known that online classes are not a
replacement for school-based learning and the
only beneficiaries here are EdTech platforms and
™ Apps: Then, the younger children are not

supposed to have exposure to screen time.
Therefore, when they are forced to attend online
classes, they are being exposed to more harmful
behaviour than receiving any possible or
perceived benefit. In the three years of the
COVID-19 pandemic, all of us have learnt that
schools are not the places where children read
only books; there is life learning. Therefore, the
focus has to be on keeping schools functional and
ensuring learning continuity. There was an article
related to this, in this daily, by one of the writers:
“The pathology of school closure in India”,
February 16, 2022. ]

The oversold idea of face masks - ;

Poor air quality nearly always brings up the issue
of face masks. Even before GRAP stages Il and IV
recommended the suspension of physical classes,

- Dr. Randeep

> Guleria®
a former Director of
the All India [nstitute
of Medical Sciences
(AIIMS), New Delhi
and a specialistin *
respiratory medicine

Considering
scientific
rationale and
the benefits and

" risks, the

functioning of
schools needs
to be delinked
from Graded
Response
Action Plan

_ measures

a medical doctor who

development, lifestyle

with the World Health

a few schools sent out advisories to parents that
children should wear face masks in order to
attend schools. Though it was argued that these
advisories were to provide guidance, what was
forgotten was that such advisories from schools
became an ‘informal mandate’ for children and
parents. Such a uniform advisory for all children
to wear a face mask is not fully backed by science.
As far as children are concerned, even during the
COVID-19 pandemic, masks were not
recommended for children who were younger -
than five years for various scientific reasons and
utilising empirical data. For those between six to
11 years, masks were advised (and not mandated).
There is no rationale for anyone to wear face
masks if the set-up has air purifiers. In short, the
face mask wearing guidance for children has to
have a nuanced and personalised approach.
Therefore, schools should refrain from issuing
such advisories, which should come only after
guidance from medical experts. -+ -

Adopt a science-based approach
First, schools should not be made to switch to
online classes, no matter what the level of AQI is.
The focus should be on keeping the school
functional and ensuring learning continuity. This
could be done with some mitigants suich as
completely halting all outdoor activities in
schools when the AQI is poor. Everyone should
take appropriate personal protective measures,
such as the use of purifiers and face masks, taking
into account recommendations by age, and .-
pre-existing health issues. Those who have any
pre-existing respiratory health issue are likely to
benefit more from mask wearing, specificallyin a
polluted and open space. g rafies bl
Second, to attend school, there is no need for a
uniform directive for mask wearing. Schools are
not the source of pollution. Arguably, air quality
in schools is similar to the homes of children.
Therefore, it does not make any sense to do x
anything differently in school than what is done
at home. So, if children and parents wear a face

mask at home, they can wear it at school as well.
Else, no additional mandatory mask wearing
measure is needed. There is a need to remember
that face masks can also have negative effects
such as causing a skin allergy and other
discomforts. So, one should keep in mind the
benefits and the associated risks. Also, except for
medical recommendations, children younger
than 12 years should not be made to wear N95
masks. During periods of severe or above AQI,
children who have pre-existing health issues or
any other parents who wish to keep their
children at home, should be given an ‘opt-out’
option from physical classes, and the rest of the
children should have the opportunity for learning

continuity.

Third, in schools or other settings which have -

functional air purifiers, mask wearing is not goj
to provide any additional advantage. For suclg1 A
settings, i.e., schools, ensuring that the classroom
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doors and windows are closed properly and

switching on air purifiers at least an hour before
children arrive would ensure ‘good’ quality air.

Fourth, ‘online schooling’ is an OXymoron — it
is not school if teaching is online. The option of
hybrid classes should not be interpreted
conveniently by schools. Also, other than air
quality, there are other reasons such as foggy or
cold winter days, which many schools exercise as
areason for switching to online or hybrid classes.
These should be actively discouraged and
teaching should be in physical mode for all
parents, who are willing. In fact, it is problematic
that school classes are often referred to as ‘offline’
or ‘online’, placing electronic devices at the
centre of teaching and learning. We need to break
this mode of thinking. Therefore, in future, if and
when the government or any authority fails
children by passing an order to switch to online
classes, the management in every school needs to
come-up with innovative approaches to ensure
that learning is not in front of a mobile or
computer screen.

Fifth, poor air quality is a reminder that
anyone who has pre-existing health or respiratory
conditions should take better care of their health.
This means having a routine checkup and a
regular follow-up visit with health-care providers.
Preventive interventions such as annual influenza
vaccination or age-appropriate recommended
vaccines like pneumococcal, measles,
Haemophilus influenzae Type b (Hib) are
administered to those who need it.

Policy must be people-centric
From a larger social angle, most of the actions
recommended as a part of GRAP, adversely and
disproportionately, impact the poor and the
vulnerable in terms of wages (for the poorand
the marginalised) as well as learning and i
nutrition (for children) losses. This is a reminder
that whatever is done in the name of the policy
should have a people-centric and pro-poor focus.
Air quality and school functioning need a
nuanced approach. India had one of the longes!
closures of schools during the COVID-19 period
and we need to learn from those mistakes. There
was another article on this, in this daily, by one of
the writers: “Building back to.avert a learning
catastrophe”, April 28, 2022. A
Schools are not the source of air pollution. .
Rather, there is far greater loss than benefit from
school closure. While there are valid reasons for
implementing other measures under GRAP to
improve the AQI, closing schools for physical
classes makes the least sense. It has happened for
the last eight years, but now is the time that
school functioning is delinked from GRAP . ¢ -
measures. Nelson Mandela had said, “There can
be no keener revelation of a society’s soul than
- the way in which it treats its children.” When it
comes to handling air quality and the functioning

Of schools, Indian States and society seem to be
g in their responsibility and their duties,
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UGC releases norms fo

‘ Vrinda Tulsian
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The University
Grants Commission (UGC) has
released guidelines allowing stu-
dents to complete undergradu-
ate ds faster or slower than
|the standard duration by earning
{required credits. The commis-
sion will put these guidelines up
for public consultation before
implementing them next year.
Under the new policy, higher
education institutions (HEISs)
will offer Accelerated Degree
Programmes (ADP) and
Extended Degree Programmes
(EDP) alongside standard pro-

grammes. Students can opt for
these alternatives after admis-
sion into a standard programme,
based on their performance in
the first or second semester.

“The introduction of acceler-
ated and extended degree pro-
grammes is a transformative
step in making higher education
more inclusive and flexible,
allowing students to move
through the curriculum at their
own pace while meeting the
required academic standards,”
UGC chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar said.

HEISs can allocate up to 10% of
their sanctioned intake for ADP.
Institutional committees will

_ M Jagadsh Ku;x_lar

de, 29 Novembu. 2604, Fa-au\\u-

i
F

evaluate applications submitted
after the first or second semes-
ter, assess academic perform-
ance and determine eligibility.
These committees will also
decide course and credit adjust-
ments per semester based on the
chosen programme duration.
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ADP students will follow the
same curriculum and credit
requirements as standard pro-

mes but complete degrees
faster. They can transition to
ADP after the first or second
semester, earning additional
credits from the second or third
semester onwards. A three-year
undergraduate programme can
be completed in five semesters,

“while a four-year' programme

can be completed in six or seven
semesters.

EDP students will also follow
the same curriculum but over an
extended duration. They can opt

for EDP after the first or second.

semester, taking fewer credits

r faster completion of degrees

per semester. Three-year or
four-year programmes can be
extended by up to two semesters.

The examination and evalua-
tion processes remain
unchanged. Degrees will be
awarded immediately upon
completion, with a note certify-
ing completion of standard pro-
gramme requirements inamod-
ified time-frame.

The government has clarified
that ADP and EDP degrees will
be treated as equivalent to stan-
dard degrees for academic and
employment purposes, includ-
ing by government and private
organisationsand the UPSCand
state service commissions. __
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"UGC approves guidelines on

flexible-duration de;

grees

for undergraduate students

Maitri Porecha
NEW DELHI

Students pursuing under-
graduate degree pro-
es could soon have
the flexibility to finish their
degree earlier or extend it
beyond the stipulated du-
ration. The University
Grants Commission (UGC)
approved a Standard Oper-
ating Protocol (SOP) on Ac-
celerated Degree Pro-
grammes (ADPs) at its
meeting held on Novem-
ber 13. The UGC is expect-
ed to place the SOP in pu-

blic domain'for feedback
 soon, officials said. - * '
The National Credit Fra-

mework (NCrF) enables
students with varying
learning abilities to move
through the curriculum at
rates faster or slower than
the standard duration of a
programme by earning the
* required credits.

,based .on _ their
“abilities,

ter,” said UGC Chairman M.

2% Jagadesh Kuffiar. Mr. Ku-

M. Jagadesh Kumar

“Students can use this

option to shorten or ex-
tend their study durations

leagping

students to complete a
three-year or four-year de-
gree in reduced time by
earning additional credits
per semester, while the Ex-
tended  Degree  Pro-

‘grammes [EDPs] enable an

extended timeline with
fewer -credits per semes-
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*Fhe ‘ADPS allow:

-

mar said higher education
institutions (HEIs) would
establish committees to
evaluate student eligibility
for the programmes, and
that degrees will be equiva-
lent to. standard duration
degrees for employment
and academic purposes.
The UGC SOP guides
HEIs in designing academ-
ic content, credits, and as-
sessment methods and in
award of degree while im-
plementing extended and
accelerated degrees.
. . The UGC has proposed
‘that HEIs may earmark
10% of their sanctioned
student intake for the
ADPs. The institutes may
constitute a panel to scruti-

. nise applications received

at the end of the first or the
second semester under the
EDPs and ADPs and select
students accordingly.



The  Pier 29 Noembor 2034 Pagcyto- &

T T S T —
One nation, one subscription
While heralded as a potential game-changer for academia, the
ONOS has ignited intense debate among scholars and researchers

n the series of ‘one nation’ comes yet another addition and this time it is about sub-
Iscn‘ption of academic journals. The Indian government's recent approval of the ‘One
Nation, One Subscription’ (ONOS) scheme has sparked considerable debate within:
academic and research communities. Touted as a transformative step for Indian acad-
emia, the scheme seeks to centralise access to academic journals and publications for
higher education and research institutions across the country. While the initiative promis-
es benefits such as cost efficiency and wider access to resources, concems about its
implementation, implications for academic freedom and necessity remain significant.
Under the ONOS scheme, managed by the Information and Library Network (INFLIB-
NET), over 6,300 institutions will have access to 13,000 e-journals from 30 major inter-
national publishers through a unified digital portal. With a budget allocation of Rs 6,000
crore for its first three years, the government aims to empower approximately 1.8 crore
¢ students, researchers and faculty members. This move
- could enhance India’s standing in the global research
. ecosystem, reducing resource disparities across insti-
 tutions. The ONOS scheme could democratise access
' to academic knowledge.
+ Smaller institutions, often constrained by limited bud-
© gets, could benefit immensely from comprehensive
 access to high-quality publications. Students and
* researchers in remote or underfunded regions may now.
~ have the same access as those in premier institutions,
% fostering equity in education and research. Centralising
' subscriptions could also significantly reduce costs. A
i ~ unified portal ensures that these resources are opti-
mised, potentially freeing budgets for other academic priorities. This could encourage
more efficient and effective research practices. Despite its potential benefits, the ONOS
scheme has raised several concerns. One major issue is the lack of clarity on how jour-
nals will be selected. Academic needs are diverse, varying by discipline, institution and
research focus. Centralising the decision-making process risks overiooking specific require-
ments, leading to an inadequate or unbalanced collection of resources. Critics argue
that the government could limit access to publications or perspectives it disagrees with,
. thereby influencing academic discourse. Another critique is that the scheme might dis-
rupt established systems that currently work well. Many institutions already have mech-
anisms to access journals through collaborations, institutional networks like the Developing
Library Network (DELNET), and platforms like JSTOR. Moreover, the scheme’s centralised
approach risks reducing the autonomy of academic institutions. Faculty members, who
currently play a significant role in determining which journals their institutions need, might
find themselves sidelined. This loss of autonomy could hinder academic innovation and
responsiveness to emerging research trends. it would be hasty to implement the scheme
which has advantages for sure, but the concerns of academicians must be addressed.
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1 NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28
|Undergraduate  students
may soon get an option to
‘shorten or extend their
study durations instead of
lthe standard duration of
their degree programmes.
IThe UGC has approved the
\SOPs to offer the Accelerat-
ed Degree Programme
(ADP) and Extended Degree
Programme (EDP) in a
meeting this week. The
draft ngrms will now be put
in the public domain for
feedback from stakeholders.
While the degrees will
mention a self-contained
jnote  that the academic
requirements needed in a
standard duration have
been completed in a short-
ened or extended duration,
they will be treated at par
with standard duration
degrees for academic and
recruitment purposes.
| Top foreign universities
also offer the option to stu-
dents to finish their degree
earlier or later than stipulat-
ed duration. j
“The National Credit
\Framework introduces flexi-

P&g/t Ne- |3

bility in higher education by
allowing learners to com-
plete undergraduate pro-
grammes through ADPs or
EDPs in addition to stan-
dard duration degrees. Stu-
dents can use this option to
shorten or extend their
study durations based on
their learning abilities,” M
Jagadesh Kumar, Chairman,
UGC told The Tribune.
“The ADP allows students
to complete a three-year or
four-year degree in reduced
time by earning additional
credits per semester, while
the EDP enables an extend-
ed timeline with fewer cred-
its per semester,” he said.

“Under the ADP and EDP,

students earn the same total
credits as in the standard
duration programme. The
higher education institu-
tions will establish commit-
tees to evaluate students’
eligibility for these pro-
grammes. These degrees
will be equivalent to stan-
dard duration degrees for all
employment and academic
purposes,” he added.
According to the SOPs,
the institutions may ear-
mark up to 10 per cent of
the sanctioned intake for
the ADP. The HEIs may
constitute a comm1ttee to
scrutinise apphcatlons
received at the end of the
first or the 53%18 semester

under the EDP and the
ADP and select students
accordingly.

In the ADPE, students will
follow the same curriculum
content and total credits pre-
seribed for the programme
for a standard duration. “The
only change will be in the
duration of the programme.
Students shall have the
option to choose the ADP
either at the end of the first
semester or the second
semester and not beyond
that. Students opting for the
ADP will earn additional
credits per semester starting
from the second or third
semester, depending on
when they transition to the

~ ADPB” Kumar said.

“If they join the ADP after
the first semester, they will
begin earning extra credits
from the second semester
onward. Similarly, if they
join the ADP after the sec-
ond semester, the addition-
al credit load will start from
the third semester
onward,” he added.

In a three-year or four-
year undergraduate pro-
gramme, the duration may
be extended up to a maxi-

UGC approves norms for flexible
study duration for UG degrees

Students will be given option to elther shorten or extend their course term

mum of two semesters.

“Accordingly, students can
earn fewer credits in each
semester. Based on the credit
structure in the Curriculum
and Credit Framework for
Undergraduate Programmes,
the committee shall decide
the minimum number of
credits a student must earnin
asemester in EDB” he said.

The UGC has noted that the
HEIs may issue degrees for
students on completion of the
programme in the opted
duration  (shortened  or
extended duration) and need
not wait to complete the stan-
dard duration for the award of
the formal degree.

"For the accelerated and
extended degrees, a self-con-
tained note should be added in
the degree stating that the aca-
demic requirements required
in a standard duration have
been completed in a shortened
or extended duration.

“For an ADP of a four-year
undergraduate programme,
the note should specify that
the student completed the
academic requirements of a
four-year programme in six or
seven semesters, as the case
may be,” Kumar added. _,
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Uttar Pradesh: NCERT books disappear from madrasas without
approval; Minister Rajbhar demands clarification

In Uttar Pradesh, the sudden discontinuation of NCERT book distribution in madrasas has sparked concern,
with Minority Welfare Minister OP Rajbhar demanding clarification. Despite over two months passing since
his inquiry, the department has yet to respond or provide any justification for the halt in the program
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12/2/24, 4:32 PM Uttar Pradesh: NCERT books disappear from madrasas without approval; Minister Rajbhar demands clarification

In Uttar Pradesh, NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) books are no longer being
distributed in madrasas, and the NCERT syllabus is currently not being implemented. Minority Welfare
Minister OP Rajbhar has expressed his dissatisfaction over the sudden disappearance of the books. In response,
he wrote a letter to the Additional Chief Secretary, seeking clarification on why the textbooks were withdrawn.
Despite over two and a half months passing, the minister has yet to receive any answer.

Sources suggest that the decision to stop distributing NCERT books was made without obtaining high-level
approval, leading to concerns over the abrupt disruption of the program. Rajbhar has emphasized the need for
transparency and accountability in the matter, urging the department to address the issue promptly.

Despite the Supreme Court's decision on November 5, which granted the state government the freedom to take
steps for the qualitative improvement of madrasa education, the Minority Welfare Department has failed to
take any action in this regard, even after more than 20 days.

The Pragatisheel Madrasa Board, established after the BJP government came to power in 2017, had previously
ordered the implementation of the NCERT syllabus in madrasas during its meeting on May 15, 2018. A
government order was subsequently issued on May 30, 2018, to initiate the process. In line with this, Chief
Minister Yogi Adityanath had directed that the NCERT curriculum be implemented in all recognized and aided

madrasas.

For the next three years, the Minority Welfare Department successfully distributed the NCERT books. However,
in 2023, the distribution was suddenly stopped, and the department did not seek high-level approval for this
decision. As of now, no concrete response or justification has been provided for halting the implementation of
the NCERT curriculum in the state’s madrasas.

Sources indicate that the decision made by the Madrasa Board in 2018 to provide basic education books to
subsidized madrasas was revised during a meeting on January 18, 2023, under pressure from a senior
government officer. This change reversed the earlier policy of distributing NCERT books in these madrasas.
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12/2/24, 4:32 PM Uttar Pradesh: NCERT books disappear from madrasas without approval; Minister Rajbhar demands clarification
o “aking charge of the Minority Welfare Department, Minister OP Rajbhar became aware of this shift in
Concerned about the non-implementation of the Chief Minister’s order regarding the NCERT
curriculum, he wrote a letter to the Additional Chief Secretary on September 9, 2024. In the letter, Rajbhar
sought clarification on why the NCERT syllabus had not been implemented and requested a report on the

matter to ensure that the Chief Minister’s directive was enforced.

Difficulties discussed in Madrasa Board Meeting

In a meeting held on January 18, 2023, chaired by Dr Iftikhar Ahmed Javed, President of the Madrasa Education
Council, it was agreed to implement the NCERT curriculum in a phased manner, similar to the approach
followed by the Basic Education Department. However, during the discussions, it was revealed that there were
significant difficulties in distributing the books through the Directorate. As a result, the Madrasa Board
reversed its previous decision and approved the distribution of books from the Basic Education Department
instead of the NCERT books.

Also Read: Truth Behind Sambhal: Kalki Mandir and the Shahi Jama Masjid controversy
“I have not received any reply”: Minority Welfare Minister Om Prakash Rajbhar on NCERT Books Issue

“The government’s intention is to provide modern education in madrasas. It came to my notice that the
distribution of NCERT books in madrasas was stopped without the consent of the Chief Minister. [ wrote a
letter to the Additional Chief Secretary, seeking a report within a week. However, even after more than two
and a half months, [ have yet to receive any reply,” said Om Prakash Rajbhar, Minority Welfare Minister.

Topics: NCERT curriculum Madrasa education Uttar Pradesh Madrasas Uttar Pradesh NCERT books

Subscribe Organiser YouTube Channel
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‘Govt school student$
allege harassment
over religion, caste;

Atishi orders inquiry

TSR

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 29

DELHI CHIEF Minister Atishi has
ordered aninquiryintoallegations
thatstudents ofgovernment-run
Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya at Nand
NagriinNortheast Delhiare being
harassed, discriminated against
based on caste and religion and
provoked todie by suicide by two
teachers. The allegations ranged

have alleged that the two teach-
€rs are “continuously harassing
Muslim community students,
forcing them to say'Jai Shri Ram,
beating them without clothes in
bathroom and also provoking
them to (die by) suicide”. |
In -an.undated letter to
Agarwal, the students-had al-
legedly claimed that they faced
the ire of the teachers after they
complained against them. “All of

from Muslim students being
forced to say ‘Jai Shri Ram'to chil-

SCcommunity are scared. They

|
threaten to fail us and have in-

drenbeingmadetositinclassac-  creased attacking us based on
cording to their caste. casteism... we are made to sit at
In an official c ication  the back, whil ofupper
dated November 25, Atishi ob- - caste are made tositin front,” the
served the matter tobe of a“very studentsallegedly complained.
serious” nature and instructed Intheletter, theyalsoallegedly

Secretary (Education) Ashok
Kumar to initiate an inquiry and

claimed that very few teachers
came to teachin the evening shift

submit a report within 15 days.  and the students were abused if
Kumar has also been directed to they questioned this. “Theteacher
ensurethatsuch alleged discrim- his political views in-
inationand provocationbasedon  stead of; teaching us from the syl-
religiondoesnottakeplaceinany  labus, He makes political and re-
school. The allegations surfaced ligious remarks throughout the

after Ashok Agarwal, a Delhi-
based lawyer and education ac-
tivist, wrote to the chief minister
on November 13 on behalf of the
students requesting that a high-
levelinquiry committee be setup
to probe the matter.

« Asperthe letter, the students

lessons... and keeps on belittling
(us)based on religion;” a student
from the school allegedly daimed
inthe letter. The students alleged
thataninquiry by the school staff
would not be fair because of the

*influence wielded by one of the

teachers and the teachers’ union.

“UGC approves flexible degree completion forundergrads: What does it mean?

‘Whatis the objective behind them?

lled underan ADPwill follow

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29

i t earn the
the same curriculum and must
same number of credits as a three- or four-

UGC Chairman M Jagadesh Kumar said
the National CreditF; kall

How will they beimplemented?
The UGC's recently approved Standard

However, they can  dents to complete UG courses in acceler-

year UG p

‘complete their programme sooner by earn-

ated or extended programmes to accom-

ns received for
i : “di i ds and  ADP and EDP and select sty rd-

\TE STUDENTS will soon , ¢ it jtsstarting fromthe se-  modate “diverse academic nee ; ; students acco
UND%RGFQE;% completing their pro-  Ing addﬂomc]&gﬁhe ADP A three.year  cognitive abilites - ingly. According to the SOP, the commit-
mhavme exmlessormoreﬁme th““themn; wéSter 24 can thus be completed in FADEEloNS high-per t';e»t:elelll Gruate the “credit
dand three or four years, fpllomintr;,g aGr:;:fllt‘s five semesters instead of the o dard sslx their degrees fast:r ;;Ie‘;:rl\:— EXPLAI NE D mdz;n;imh::utgln'of?
decision by the Univers (shortened by a maximum of one semes- dditional reditsandal- |EDUCATI ON| demic eir aca-

i (UGC ) ; -year UG programme can  ingadditio - Performance, An in-
Commission (UGC). optforan‘accelerated t;:er)l, whilea fg“ll;l yseix hes sg,en semesters lowing them to enter thhe a0 O can earmark upto
i timeline, they will i (shortened by a maximum of two semes- \sntr“o‘rjlicggr;’el7 orpdiie higher AR smdem“fthe sanctioned intake
egree as those on the standard track. pr eight. j d i :
eided they fufilall academic requirements. tm());at::: T:t?ergl?and. students who G ly, EDI RS S d’l‘hen: Kok <3 on the number of EDP
hoose the EDP will be allowed to earn  faceacademic challengesby offeringthem stu ents. Kumarsaiq gy i because “stu-
/hat are ‘Accelerated Degree ;ev(::rs ;E dits persemestercomparedtothe  anextended nmeh:le to mn_ml_plet:eh theirde- dentswnth. Weaker ic perf
P ' (ADPs) and - rd mme, allowing themto  greesata il er.ﬂmi thtid e time to un and
Degree Programmes’ (EDPs)? ﬁ'e'f: ;‘;%Lamplete theircourse. Their  options promoteequity, ensuringallle pply concepts. Dp mblesd’“"'ﬁ‘:
At the end of either the first or secol;tel DI 1 dedbyamax- ers have the meansto dachleve theireduca-  fewer credits p@*ﬂlester aluluwmgm‘n dmnm ;
d d ill course an i s,” he added. . focus intensely o > SF ;i
llowed to opt for an ADP or ﬂlvlw EDP.  imum of two semesters. tional goal = Yon each course without
allowe ; .

(o] j‘,?mc_edt,lre(sop)cansforhigher
education institutions to tupacommit-
tee to scrutinise applicat

f heavy workloads.” ;
me‘;h“:::'\mitm‘{eywﬂl alsodecide l‘hemm;
imum number of credits a student m:hse
earn in each semester, coqsndem;gm e
UGC's Curriculum and Credit Fram

for UG programmes.

or hybrid modes, leveraging the UGC's ap-
proval forup to 40% of courses being deliv-
d online. This will allow inADP

or EDPto take additional or fewer credits at *

their own pace without disrupting regular

class schedules. Additional classes can be

scheduled outside standard hours to ac-
Thi S

ADF

-year UG
dard three- or four-year UG progr mioes
Acoor_ding to the SOPL the degree shot

Col i or
mm:ddmﬁo{\-

”

optionskickin?
s ot
July-August sessiol
dﬂnicyaar.!twolﬂ
offertheseproBEMIES. i

efits students whowant face-to-faceinter-
actions but have a compressed timeline,”

said.
' Headded: “,ADl?s_tudegts can enrol in
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A liberal arts degree is worth much more than realised

e are all too familiar with the

recession of 2008 and its

subsequent impact on the decline

of the humanities and more
generally, the liberal arts, in North America and
Europe. In the context of the ‘existential crisis’
facing classic liberal arts programmes, questions
have often centred on their relevance and
whether they offer tangible ‘real-world’ skills,
resulting in a diverse range of outstanding career
outcomes. An article in The New Yorker, “The end
of the English major”, published in 2023, argued
that traditional liberal arts study has become the
‘quaint province of a privileged elite, comprising
students who do not expect a return on their
investment and can afford to spend time on
unremunerative pursuits’.

The ‘getting a job’ concern ;
As a result, liberal arts degrees face increasing
criticism in policy discussions for failing to equip
students with the knowledge and the skills valued .
in the labour market, often leading to inadequate
financial returns on their educational
investments. Given the discursive link between
higher education and job prospects,
domain-specific experts and counsellors advise .
aspiring high school graduates to pursue degrees
in business, finance and economics, iri order to
secure jobs. The statistics are striking: in 1966,
14% of all college graduates in the United States
were majors in the humanities (central to the
liberal arts); by 2010, that figure dropped by half .
to only 7%. The discourse is not simply limited to
the low likelihood of finding jobs after a liberal
arts degree, but also suggests that associated
majors are concerned only with abstract ideas.
This might have something to do with the context
within which liberal arts emerged in early
modern Europe, as a means of avoiding manual
labour or working with hands. A liberal arts
education that combined humanities with science
was thought to produce a ‘thinking’ individual. In
many ways, the idea of a liberal arts education
seems antithetical to expectations of regional
development that involves some technical
training and knowledge. Despite its beginning,
liberal arts have evolved in practice to'be so much
/more. :
Liberal arts enable students to comprehend
those things that quite literally make us human.
The skills that they cultivate in reasoning and
critical thinking are every bit as important to
future success in the workplace as learning to
code, calculate, or raise capital. To paraphrase
the longest serving President of Harvard

Nirmala Rao

Vice-Chancellor,
Krea University

That liberal arts
students have
no concern for
the real world

is a weak claim

University, Charles Eliot, a liberal arts education
_teaches a student a little bit of everything, and a
great deal of one thing. Given such a powerful
approach to generating scholars possessed of
all-round disciplinary, and indeed, life skills, it
appears peculiar that anyone would want to
quibble with the exciting possibilities of such an
outcome. Let us also note that while liberal arts is
experiencing a decline in North America, it has
seen a re-emergence in Europe and shows no sign
of abating. Only five years ago, the University of
Nottingham, U.K., opened a new liberal arts
programme, promising that this new initiative
will enable students to explore what it means to
be human. Today more than 20 universities in the
U.K. offer some form of liberal arts and sciences
programme. For some, this re-emergence has
arisen partly as a corrective to the region’s more
recent over-specialisation in education.
Towards the east, a decade ago, in Hong Kong,

. amajor educational overhaul saw numerous -

institutions move from a British-style three-year
degree model to a U.S.-style four-year model,
with the aim of incorporating the greater breadth
evident in a ‘liberal arts’ approach. This 2
compromise between the full breadth of a liberal
arts degree and the specialised approach of a

| traditional British-style bachelor has also been

~ taken up in other parts of Asia, where liberal arts
is often seen as a component of a specialised
degree, rather than being offered as a degree in -
its own right. The idea is that specialised
education can be supplemented with a
humanistic approach to produce a well-rounded
individual who practises critical thinking.

. )

The world versus India ]
So, as an international phenomenon, the
promotion of liberal arts education emerged
within countries usually as a combination of

. indigenous educational reform movements and
inchoate transnational advocacy networks. Of
course, now there is universal consensus that .
liberal education prepares students well for life in
a globalised, multicultural, society —one that
makes them more aware of a variety of cultures
and the need to communicate effectively across
cultural differences; teaches them to evaluate

new ideas with evidence; and formulate opinions, |

not make assumptions. Today’s students also

want an education that will address their desires

for justice, service and self-expression, while
equally wanting to develop the non-cognitive
skills that will allow them to be successful in a
globally competitive job market. - ¢ TR
India offers an intriguing case in point. Fora

s el
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nation where higher education has traditionally
focused on professional courses, including
engineering and medicine, the last couple of
decades has witnessed a sudden interest in liberal
arts education. Businesses, non-governmental
organisations, and government entities
increasingly recognise that a discipline-specific
technical education alone is not sufficient for the
wholesome growth of the country’s economy and
society. ‘Soft skills’, which can be honed through
a classical liberal arts education, are crucial in
this context. While the rapid development of
liberal arts in India has been welcomed by
several, others ask — and, quite rightly — whether
students will get jobs after liberal arts training;
whether liberal arts is suitable for a developing
country; whether critical thinking skills help
students solve India’s societal problems —
poverty, hunger, caste, and class inequalities.

Preparing students to be global citizens

Even for parents without the experience of
studying for a degree, it does not take too much
imagination to produce a ‘usefulness’ argument
in favour of encouraging their children to take a
scientific or technological subject. Even pure
science holds out the prospect of a practical
application one day. But for the liberal arts, the
arguments are much more nuanced. The liberal
arts impart the so-called soft skills associated with
how to think for yourself, how to research and
find things out for yourself, and how to
communicate the results to other people. And
there is a lot'of truth in this. It is for these reasons
that the new generation of liberal arts institutions
in the country pioneered a model of education
that appeals to several stakeholders. Employers
highlight the communication skills and the
creativity that liberal arts students bring to their
workplaces and praise their ability to engage with
multidisciplinary teams for effective
problem-solving and creative thinking.

The technique of threading different kinds of
content, conversations, and curriculum is the
aeguus of the faculty in liberal arts institutions,
i &) kcnurate and incorporate the best of substance
i e(;l“t,il:ldlge In terms of interdisciplinary and
et earning, the use of technology, and
best eélslca%m :lttract young minds towards the

on; Tien
o be.global ciﬁzeen)g?e' cegn iy
th:t:"}genﬂ!h we can no longer make the claim
o eral arts students have no concern for the
! world. They are proving otherwise. They aré
the world, one interwoven lesson ata
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time,
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