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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and
policy-makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during November 2024.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD

NCERT,NewDelhi
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Delhi education department bans use of non-
NCERT, SCERT textbooks in schools

 • • 1 min read

India Today

Story by Pankaj Jain 3mo

T he Delhi Education Department has issued a strict directive to all

recognised private schools, prohibiting textbooks for elementary classes

that are not prescribed by the National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) or the State Council of Educational Research and Training

(SCERT). This mandate ensures compliance with the Right to Education (RTE) Act

2009.

Delhi education department bans use of non-NCERT, SCERT textbooks in schools
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As per the directives, schools mandating students to study textbooks not

included in the prescribed list of NCERT or SCERT will be in violation of the RTE

Act.

The directive underscores that no child should face discrimination, harassment, or

neglect for using books approved by the academic authorities. Violating these

guidelines, which causes 'mental or physical suffering' to students, could invoke

the provisions of the Juvenile Justice Act 2015.

The education department has instructed schools to prominently display these

directions on their websites and noticeboards. Additionally, schools must

circulate copies of the directive among parents to ensure widespread awareness.

Heads of schools are further directed to disseminate this information to all

students, parents, and members of the school's managing committee, reinforcing

the commitment to a uniform educational standard and the well-being of

students.

READ | School donates notebooks, other educational items to underprivileged

kids in Latur
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School Education Board to
Introduce Step-Wise Marking in
2025 Annual Examinations
By Rahul Bhandari -  November 2, 2024

The Himachal Pradesh Board of School Education has

announced a major change in its evaluation system for the

annual examinations scheduled for March 2025. The Board

will implement step-wise marking, a new grading approach

designed to enhance fairness in assessing students’

performance, particularly in essay and application writing.

Under this system, essays will be evaluated based on five

distinct components: introduction, reasons for persuasion,

message, suggestions, and conclusion. Students will receive

two marks for each of these points, allowing them to earn

marks even if they do not complete the entire essay. Similarly,

application writing will follow a structured evaluation, with

marks assigned for correct salutation, praise, and conclusion.

Students will earn one and a half marks for both the

salutation and ending, while the praise section will be worth

three marks.
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Dr. Major Vishal Sharma, Secretary of the Board of School

Education, highlighted that teachers responsible for marking

the answer sheets have undergone training to ensure

consistent and accurate application of the new grading

scheme. This step-wise approach will allow students to

secure partial marks by addressing individual parts of

questions, even if they cannot provide a complete answer.

The introduction of this marking system is expected to benefit

students by providing a more structured way to demonstrate

their knowledge. Those who struggle with writing full

answers can still accumulate marks through this method.

Additionally, the pattern of question papers will be altered to

accommodate the new marking criteria, ensuring alignment

with the step-wise evaluation system.

This change reflects the School Education Board’s ongoing

efforts to improve the quality of assessments and create a

more equitable system for students across Himachal Pradesh.

Rahul Bhandari

https://thenewshimachal.com/

Boasting a rich and dynamic career of over 17 years in journalism, I

proudly serve as the Founder, Promoter, and Editor of TheNewsHimachal.

Beyond the mere statistics of my extensive coverage, my commitment lies

in crafting insightful narratives that traverse the intricate landscapes of

politics, socio-economics, education, and grassroots issues.

TheNewsHimachal, under my editorial guidance, stands as a beacon of

impactful journalism, contributing to informed discussions and catalyzing

positive change. My journey encapsulates not just a number but a legacy

of shaping meaningful stories that resonate deeply within and beyond the

borders of Himachal Pradesh.

        
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Nagaland schools prepare for NEP 2020 launch in 2025, SLEC announces changes

Nagaland's SLEC has set the NEP 2020 implementation in motion for schools by 2025, aiming to reshape education statewide.

ADVERTISEMENT

New Delhi, UPDATED: Nov 3, 2024 11:23 IST

In Short

Nagaland to implement NEP 2020 in schools by 2025

Adoption of 5'3'3'4 structure approved by SLEC

Six middle schools upgraded to high schools

Nagaland’s State Level Education Committee (SLEC) has announced its decision to implement the National Education

Policy (NEP) 2020 in government and private schools from the 2025 academic year. The recent SLEC meeting, led by

Nagaland schools prepare for NEP 2020 launch in 2025, SLEC announces changes
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Chief Minister Neiphiu Rio, who also oversees the School Education and SCERT departments, resulted in multiple key

decisions, according to the School Education Department's report on Friday.

ADVERTISEMENT

Amongst the major resolutions, the committee endorsed the adoption of NEP’s 5+3+3+4 educational structure, set to

reshape the state’s education system starting in 2025. In addition to NEP implementation, the SLEC emphasised the

need for private schools to obtain formal approval from the Education Department and to be managed by registered

societies.

The SLEC also took steps to enhance infrastructure by approving the elevation of six government middle schools to

high schools across the Kohima, Dimapur, and Mon districts. Additionally, it authorised upgrades from a government

primary school in Ikishe village to a middle school.

For improved efficiency, the committee approved the amalgamation of 16 middle and high school classes and

authorised the integration of 20 primary and middle schools. To address schools with declining enrollments, 17 primary

schools with zero students, including nine in Peren district, are set to close, with teachers reassigned to nearby

institutions.

ADVERTISEMENT

Further, the SLEC approved downgrading 54 middle schools to primary schools and 13 high schools to middle schools,

with teacher redeployment as needed. The closures and downgrades, affecting schools in districts such as Zunheboto,
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Peren, and Kiphire, aim to consolidate resources and address low enrollments. The committee, however, indicated

potential upgrades in the future if student numbers increase.

Additionally, the SLEC greenlit the establishment of the Nagaland Education Service to develop a structured framework

for educational improvement and approved plans to create a State School Standards Authority (SSSA) along with the

Nagaland State Quality Assessment and Accreditation Framework (SQAAF).

The formation of committees to address staffing needs, including vacancy conversion for essential roles, is also

underway with the support of the Personnel and Administrative Reforms and Finance Departments.
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NCERT team to visit Tripura to review Vidya
Pravesh implementation
AGARTALA: A six-member team of the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) is scheduled to visit Tripura from November 5-7 to review the implementation of Vidya
Pravesh school preparation module for class 1 students, an official said on Sunday.

Vidya Pravesh is an NCERT prescribed project aimed at bringing newly admitted class 1 students
to a common platform of learning level.

"The NCERT team will visit Gomati, West Tripura, Sepahijala, Khowai and other districts to review
the improvement of students after undergoing Vidya Pravesh module," Abhijit Samajpati, Officer on
Special Duty of School Education Department, told PTI.
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NCERT to evaluate students of state schools
By Our Correspondent

Agartala, November 3, 2024

A team from the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
is scheduled to visit Tripura from November 5th to 7th to conduct the second
phase of ‘Vidya Pravesh Evaluation’ for Grade-I students. This evaluation will
assess the progress made by students who have completed the ‘Vidya Setu’
module, a localized adaptation of NCERT’s ‘Vidya Pravesh’ program,
implemented under the NIPUN Tripura Mission.

The ‘Vidya Setu’ initiative was introduced with the goal of providing a common
learning foundation for newly admitted Class-I students, who often come from various educational
backgrounds such as pre-primary schools, Anganwadi centers, private institutions, or directly from
home. The program supports the objectives of the NIPUN (National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading
with Understanding and Numeracy) Mission by preparing students with foundational literacy and
numeracy skills, including recognizing letters and numbers up to 10.

Following its rollout, ‘Vidya Setu’ has been implemented as a nine-week bridge course, designed to
ensure that all students are ready for the curriculum appropriate to their grade. The state adopted this
curriculum to bridge learning gaps and to equip students with basic reading, writing, and numeracy
skills, providing an equal footing for all students in Grade-I.

In the upcoming evaluation, a six-member NCERT team will focus their visits on the districts of Gomati,
West Tripura, Sepahijala, and Khowai. Their assessment will include direct observations of student
performance and interactions with teachers, parents, and community members. The team will be
supported by field investigators already deployed across all eight districts in Tripura.

The first phase of the ‘Vidya Pravesh Evaluation’ took place in June 2024, where NCERT not only
evaluated student progress but also gathered feedback from teachers, parents, and community
members on the benefits and challenges of using ‘Vidya Setu’. The initial assessment revealed
promising results, with students showing progress and teachers effectively utilizing Teaching Learning
Materials (TLMs) to enhance learning.

The findings from this second phase of evaluation will offer deeper insights into the overall impact of
‘Vidya Setu’ on student learning and the effectiveness of the NIPUN Tripura Mission’s efforts. As the
NCERT team prepares for their visit, educators and stakeholders across the state are hopeful that the
program will continue to foster foundational skills in young learners, setting a strong educational
foundation for years to come.
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Tripura: CBSE to establish office in Agartala over affiliated school's poor performance in boards

Tripura: CBSE to establish office in Agartala over

affiliated school's poor performance in boards
CBSE to open a new office in Agartala to support schools struggling with board exam performance. The initiative aims to

boost educational standards and improve student success rates in Tripura.
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Amid concerns regarding the underperformance of Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)

affiliated schools in Tripura during board examinations, the board has announced the establishment

of a sub-regional office in Agartala, an official stated on November 4.  

The CBSE's English-medium curriculum was introduced while 125 state-run schools were rechristened

as Vidyajyoti Schools after the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) came to power in the state in 2018. 

This year, 61 per cent of students of these schools cleared the CBSE class 10 examinations, while 59

per cent were successful in the class 12 exams.

Earlier, the medium of education in these schools was Bengali, under the Tripura Board of Secondary

Education (TBSE).

ALSO READ : NCERT to evaluate Vidya Pravesh in Tripura schools

Education Department's Officer on Special Duty (OSD) Abhijit Samajpati said that the state

government will allocate suitable land for the CBSE office to strengthen educational infrastructure in

the state, further informing that the office will operate temporarily from a building of Ramakrishna

Mission Vidyalaya.

The sub-regional office will provide various services to the CBSE-affiliated schools, including

admission assistance, subject corrections, student record updates, exam centre coordination, mark

sheet corrections, grievance redressal and teacher training facilitation, Samajpati said.

"It will also work closely with state education bodies and other regional educational institutions to

support smooth operations of the examination process and student development activities. This

initiative will foster a stronger educational environment and expand learning opportunities for

students throughout the state," he said. (With PTI inputs)
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Agartala: A six-member team of the

NCERT is scheduled to visit Tripura from

Nov 5-7 to review the implementation

of Vidya Pravesh school preparation

module for Class 1 students, an official

said on Sunday. Vidya Pravesh is an

NCERT prescribed project aimed at

bringing newly admitted Class 1

students to a common platform of learning level.

“The NCERT team will visit Gomati, West Tripura, Sepahijala, Khowai and other

districts to review the improvement of students after undergoing Vidya Pravesh

module,” Abhijit Samajpati, officer on special duty of school education department

said. PTI

We also published the following articles recently

A Class XII student at Elankunnappuzha Govt Higher Secondary School was

attacked by over 15 students after intervening in an ongoing attack on a friend.

Victim Bindusaran suffered multiple injuries. The police confirmed that the

attackers are minors and a social background report will be presented to the

juvenile justice board for corrective actions.

A new slip test module is being implemented in Trichy govt schools to boost board

exam performance. Students of classes X to XII take daily tests, assessed by

teachers the next day, followed by individual analysis sessions. The initiative aims

to improve overall average marks, with focused subject-wise teacher training also

being conducted weekly.

The Delhi Directorate of Education has mandated all government and private

schools to follow new safety guidelines. Schools must adhere to the National

Commission for Protection of Child Rights manual and National Disaster

Management Authority guidelines for hostels.

Class XII student assaulted by peers in school in Kochi

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/kochi/brutal-assault-of-class-xii-student-

by-peers-at-kochi-school/articleshow/114855141.cms)

New test module to raise performance of govt schools in Trichy

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/trichys-innovative-slip-test-

module-to-boost-government-school-performance/articleshow/114889289.cms)

Delhi Directorate of Education instructs schools to implement student

safety and security guidelines

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/delhi-directorate-of-

education-instructs-schools-to-implement-student-safety-and-security-

guidelines/articleshow/114815315.cms)
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Emaar New Launch In Sector 62, Gurgaon

Emaar New Launch - 3 BHK and 4 BHK Apartments Of 2200 - 3100 Sq. Ft. Sizes
Attractive 25%*4 Payment Plan For Hassle Free Home Buying Experience, Higher ROI, and 
100% Property Ownership!
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Lucknow: A civil engineer was duped of

Rs 3.5 lakh on pretext of appointment

as a surveyor in NCERT.

The case was registered in Vikasnagar

police station area on Tuesday, said

assistant commissioner of police,

Ghazipur (Indiranagar) Anindya Vikram

Singh.

The victim, Aman Nawaz from Bareilly, was promised a job as a surveyor in NCERT

by fraudsters who operated from a locked office in Aliganj Mama Crossing.

Following the incident, Aman's father filed a complaint with the Chief Minister's

office, leading to a case being registered against the accused.

According to police, Aman met Alok Pandey while working on the Ramganga Nagar

Awasiya Yojana. Pandey assured Aman that he could secure a well-paying

surveyor position, claiming a strong connection with NCERT officials.

The scam involved payment of Rs 3.5 lakh in two instalments. The con artists

provided a false office address near Aliganj Mama Crossing, where Aman and his

father later met multiple individuals, including Pawan Pandey, Sarvesh Pandey,

and Ajay Kumar.

The scammers requested an advance of Rs 50,000, followed by Rs 1.25 lakh upon

delivery of a stationery kit, which Aman's father paid. After receiving an

appointment letter via text, Aman began collecting data from schools for NCERT

starting in July 2023, but he was never paid. When Aman sought clarification

about his salary, all communication ceased abruptly on July 26, 2024.
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Ranchi: To equip students with industry-

relevant skills, schools affiliated to the

 (CBSE) will start new skill

development programmes for students of Class VI to VIII.

The initiative, called Sankalp Programme, in collaboration with the ministry of skill

entrepreneurship sevelopment, will provide students with the opportunity to learn

a variety of technical and creative skills, including courses such as AR/VR creator,

AR/VR developer, content strategist, digital marketing manager, event planner,

game artist, and more.

In the first phase, students will be introduced to the basics of these courses. From

2025-26, the courses will be made mandatory for students from Class IX to XII.

According to experts, the objective is to spark students' interest in technical fields

early and to prepare them for future career opportunities in both employment and

entrepreneurship.

Speaking to TOI, the principal of Firayalal Public School, Niraj Kumar Sinha, said,

"To ensure successful implementation of these courses, CBSE has mandated that

all its schools provide training to teachers before introducing the programmes to

students. The training will cover a variety of fields such as AR/VR production,

digital marketing, content strategy, event management, game design, and more.

Once teachers are trained, they will guide students through the various skill

courses, helping them gain expertise in these growing sectors."

Sinha stated, "During a recent training workshop in Hyderabad, it was shared that

countries like the US have already integrated skill education into primary

education. Students are also being motivated to become entrepreneurs. The trend

is aimed at creating future job creators, rather than just job seekers."

The principal of Saraswati Shishu Vidya Mandir said, "With the Sankalp

Programme, schools aim to provide a holistic educational experience, preparing

students for both job market and entrepreneurial ventures. The board wants to

make its students skilled so that with its help they can be prepared for

entrepreneurship along with jobs. This course will be effective in giving direction

to the skills of the students."

Ambuj Tiwari, parent of Aashi, a Class VI student at Dani Public School, said,

"With programme, schools are taking a significant step towards transforming

education and skill development and preparing students for the challenges of the

21st century."
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now Al, big data and personalisation are transforming B-school curricula 

The Pipn, 7 Nov embe 20t, Pap lo -7 

neyaung Al into decision-making processes to adding global perspectives, B-schools are meraing traditional education with innovative tecninolog) 

Tn 2024, technology is influ 
aspect of life, encing ransforming the way we 

communicate, learn, and run 
businesses. With advance 
ments in Artifiial Intelligence, Machine Learning, loT, Big 
Data, Blockchain, and other 
digital technologies, we are 

g the fourth urrently naviry revolu 
Businesses primarily prioritise 
automation and machinery to 
enhance workforce operations, 
with 88 per cent of small busi-
ness owners using automation 
to increase their workforce effi-
ciency, according to an 
Unmudl study. This shift is dri-
ving up the demand for digi-
tally literate and tech-savvy 
professionals in the industry, 
inspiring business schools to 
redesign their academic cur 

wave of the 
tion. 

PRABHU AGGARWAL 

ricula. Following are the rev 
olutionary ways technology 
is reshaping the business 
industry. 
Reshaping Business 
Education through Al: 
According to the Future of Jobs 
Survey, 75 per cent of compa-
nies plan to adopt AI technolo 
gies in the coming years. This 
signals a significant shift 
brought about by technology 
in business education; the 
integration of Al and ML. 

Artificial Intelligence and 
Machine Learning are revolu-
tionising how future business 
leaders think and make deci-
sions, disrupting the tradi-
tional learning models. 
Emerging technologies such as 
generative Al provide real 
time feedback and high-level 
interactivity, inspiring B-
schools to employ learning 
approaches to develop AI skills 
in students, thus, preparing 
them to meet the demands of 
a rapidly evolving business 
landscape. Integration of Data 
Analytics into Business 
Intelligence: Data has become 
the primary currency in busi 
ness intelligence, helping busi-
nesses make informed deci-
sions to enhance their growth. 
Technological trends such as 
statistical techniques, predic-

tive analysis, machine learning, 

and artificial intelligence allow 
businesses to identify leading 
patterns and tailor their offer 
ings. As recent studies by 
Edge Delta point out, more 
companies will adopt big data 
and technology, increasing the 
employment rate by 58 per 
cent. To help students stay 
competitive, B-schools active 
ly data analysis into 
their offered curriculum, 
improving students data pro-
ficiency. Incorporating data 
analytics into higher education 
curricula, particularly in 
PGDM and MBA pro 
grammes, v will promote inno-
vation and solution-oriented 
thinking among students. 
Experiential Learning and 
Real-World Applications: 
With the rapid incusion of 

excel in today's competitive job 
market. While business 
degree holds significant 
importance, practical experi 
ence allows students to turn 
their learnings into actionable 

Solutions Personalised Learning 
Approach: The amalgama 
tion of technology and educa 
tion has made education per 
sonal. The tracitional learning 
model employs a one-size 
fits- all dnl eing needs. On the 

sively prioritising profession-
als with industry-ready tech-
nical and soft skills. The tech-
nologically integrated method ofbusiness education comple 
ments the traditional teaching 
pedagogy. preparing students 
to tackle real-world challenges 
and provide solu 
tions. Through industry 
internships, consultation pro-
jects, case studies, and business 
simulations, B-school students 
gain hands-on experience and 
practical skills necessary to 

business ecucation, where per- management courses, inte 
human-centricity, Sus 

Stu-y, and automaion. sonalised learning belps 
dents stay current with indus 
try trends, bridge the skill 

based on their gap, and learn 
proficiency. 
Balance Between Human 
Creativity and Automation: 
While many view the curent 
era as Industry 40, others 
argue we are swity moving 
tovwards Industry 50 Unike its 
predecessor, Industry 5.0 
emphasises the wel-being of 
professionals, fostering pros 

perity beyond jobs and pro-
moing ecologically balanced 
economic The 
upcoming industriahsahon e 
envisions dose colaboration 
between bumans and AI tools 
enhaning operational efîi 

Gency and cost-effectiveness 
This has led top B-schools to 
thoughtfully curate the core 

ignoring indi 

other hand, the modern learm 
ing model is tailored to met 
individualistic demands, mak-
ing learning seamless for every 
student Through tech-inte 
grated personalised educa 
ion, students can adapt the 
learning materials and under 
stand at their own pace. This 
shift is especialy impactful in 

Bringing Global Perspective 
schal to Classrooms: Business o 

lenges today are inherently 
giobal in nature, such as sus 

tainability issues, supply chain 
management, foreign regula 
tions, and cultural diversity, By 
ernbedding a global outlook in 
business education, B-schools 
equip students with essential 
tools to effectively address 
these problens. Facilitating 
worldly industry collabora 
tions and connecting peers 
from diverse cultures through 
virtual modes fosters a deep 
er business understanding in 
the students, enabling them to 
drive positive changes. 

(The writer is Dean BMS 
Hyderabad, views are 

personal) 
technology in business, the 
leading employers are exces 

36



37



38



39



40



41



42



 

43



44



inc
lud

e 

som
e of

 
the 

tou
gh

es
t 

ing 
soc

ial 

me
dia

 

pla
tfo

rm
s, as

 

blo
ck

ing
 

ch
ild

ren
 

from
 

acc
ess

 

ver
ific

ati
on

 

sys
tem

 to
 

ass
ist in

 

Au
str

ali
a is

 
tri

ali
ng

 an
 

rea
dy

vo
we

d to
 

curb
 

soc
ial 

med
ia 

use by
 

chi
ldre

n 

thro
ugh

 

legi
sla An
um

ber
of 

co
un

trie
s have

 al
 

of
 

bod
y 

im
age

, 
ten

ing
 and then
 

act
ing

." he
 

said
. time

 and wha
t 

we
're 

doi
ng 

is
 

lis 

stu
f... 

it can be
 a 

rea
lly 

dif
fic

ult
 

a 
14

-ye
ar-

old
 kid 

ge
ttin

g this
 

the 
sco

pe of
 

the 
leg

isla
tio

n, says
 

Mi
nis

ter
. 

Reu
ters

 file 

Pla
tfo

rm
s 

inc
lud

ing
 

Tik
To

k,X
and

 

Yo
uTu

be 

to
 

com
e 

wi
thi

n 

bec
om

e law late
 

nex
t 

yea
r. 

pac
kag

e of
 

me
asu

res
 that
 

cou
ld Al
ban

ese
 said
 on

 
Th

urs
da

y, 

in
 

Pri
me

 
M

ini
ste

r 
An

tho
ny

 me
dia

 for 

ch
ild

re
n 

un
de

r 16, will
 

leg
isla

te for 
a 

ban on
 

soc
ial 

wha
t it 

cal
ls 

a 
wo

rld
-le

ad
ing

 

THE 
AU

ST
RA

IA
N 

op
tio

n 

off. two 
of

 
opp

osi
tion

 

Lib
eral

 

Part
y has ex

 

law
ma

ke
rs,

 

Al
ba

ne
se said

. The mo
nth

s 

afte
r 

bei
ng 

rat
ifie

d by
 

laws
 

com
ing

 into
 

eff
ect

 12
 

par
liam

ent
 this
 

yea
r, with

 the 

int
rod

uc
ed

 into
 the 

Au
stra

lian
 ing 

acc
oun

ts. 

Leg
isla

tion
 will 
be

 

and no
 

exe
mp

tio
n for 

pre
-ex

ist 

em
ptio

n for 
par

ent
al 

con
sen

t lim
it set by

 
any 

cou
ntry

, no
 

exX 

pro
pos

als
 are the 

hig
hes

t age 

Au
stra

lia'
s 

oth
er 

wo
rld

-fir
St 

of
 

the 
me

tho
ds 

tria
lled

. 

to
 

enf
orc

e 

a 
soc

ial 

me
dia

 age cut ncs or
 

gO
ver

nim
ent

 

ide
ntif

ica
tion

 

ver
ific

atio
n 

me
tho

ds like
 

biom
et 

risd
icti

on so
 

far has trie
d 

usin
gag

e 

for
ms

 is
 

a2
0th

 

Ce
ntu

ry 

res
po

Ns
e 

ee
na

ge
rS

to
 

ac
ce

ss 

dig
ita

l 

pla
t-

but the 

pro
po

see
d ban for co

mm
an

d 

X
 

in
clu

de
 

as
 

By
ted

an
ce'

s 

Tik
Tok

 and Elon
 

Ins
tag

ram
 and 

Fac
ebo

ok,
 as

 
wel

l 

said
 

pla
tor

ms
 

im
pac

ted
 

wo
uld

 

M
ich

ell
e 

Ro
wl

an
d sai
d 

Ro
wi

ad
 

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

io
ns

 

Me
ta 

will
 be

 
trul

y 

wo
rid 

lea
din

g" 

here
 

and wh
at w

e 

wil
l 

leg
isl

ate
 Wha

t w
e 

are 

an
no

un
in

g 
Pl

atf
or

m
s' 

M
in

ist
er

 

ch
ild

re
n fro
m 

ex
ce

ss
iv

e 

so
cia

l 

to
 

phy
sic

al and 
me

nta
l 

hea
lth 

of
 

fer
en

ce.
 

Al
ban

ese
 

cite
d the risk
s 

on
 

it,"
Al

ba
ne

se
 

told
 a 

new
s Con
 

to
 

our kids
 

A
 

S 

SY
DN

EY
, 

NO
VE

M
BE

R7
 

&
 

BY
RO

N 
KA

YE
 

A
LA

SD
A

IR
 

PAL
 

pe
op

ies
fe oni
ne 

sa
to

pp
no

ity
 por

t 

ne
tw

or
ks

 

"K
ee

pin
g 

oun
g wh

ile 

uI
in

g er
 

ace
sS 

tD
 

SUp 

un
eg

at
ed

 

pa
rto

f the 
nte

ne
 you

ng 

peo
ple

 to
 

ep
lor

e 

dar
ke 

said
 the 

m
es

u
eo

u
u

d
aO

g
 

Al
ph

ab
et'

s 

Go
oge

 as
 

me
nb

ers
 cu
de

s 

M
eta

, 

Ti
k+

ok
 X

 
and 

rep
res

en
tai

ve
 

boty
 

wh
ict 

The 

Di
ga

l 

ns
Ty

 

Co
up 

a 

und
er tha

t age om
 

ds
s 

med
ia 

pla
tío

rm
s 

ban
nin

g nose
 

the
r 

se
rV

Is
 

und
er 

13
,lea

din
g to

 
mo

st 

sOc
al sent 

to
 

aes
s he

 
data

 of
 

chi
iren

 

CO
mp

am
s 

D
 

sek 

pa
rea

 or
 

dec
ade

s 

req
uir

ed
 

tec
hn

olo
gy

 sen
t The 

Un
ite

d 

St
ate

s hes for 

der 

try t
o 

date
. 

co
ntr

ols
 

im
po

sed
 by

 
any cou

n 

2¬
 one of

 
the mo
st 

S 

3 rion
, 

tho
ug

h 

be
 

on
 

par
ent

s 

ory
ou

ng
 

peo
ple

" 

Al
ba

ne
se sai

d. "he
 

onu
s 

wo
n't

 ste
ps 

to
 

pr
ev

en
t 

ac
ce

ss,
 str
ate

 

they
 are 

tak
ing

 

rea
so

na
ble

 cial 
me

dia
 

pla
tfo

rns
 to

 
dem

on
 

Co
un

ts. "Th
e 

onu
s wil
l be

 
on

 
so

 

co
ns

en
t, 

orw
ho

 

alr
ea

ty hve
 Z

C
 

ing
ent

. N
o 

ju
 lia's 

pol
icy

 

Af
fec

tin
g 

me
nta

l, 

phy
sic

al 

hea
lth

: 

Au
str

ali
a to

 
ban 

soc
ial 

me
dia

 for 
chi

ldr
en und

er 16
 

pre
sse

d 

sup
po

rt for 
a 

ban 

Dot 

res
po

Dd
 to

 
qu

ere
s wh

ile
 

Me
ta, 

Al
ph

ab
et and
X id

 

Tik
To

k 

de
cim

ed
 to

 
cO

mm
en

t Sop
e 

of
ti

el
eg

sn
 

tea
iie

d wo
uld

 

ike
ly also

 al
 

wi
iin

 the 

Mu
sk's

 X
 

ha
m"

 she 
ad

de
d you

ng 

pe
op

le trom
 

on
ine

 bud igt
al 

ite
rac

y and 
pru

tet
 

E
 

gp
pr

op
na

re
 spa
c 

tD
 

ake 

a 
ba

lan
ce

d 

ap
pr

oa
h 

to
 

D
Ia

hi
fS

un
ita

B
os

e-
w

e need
 DZ

ls 

Ca
y 

tal
len

ge
s"

 said
 

ace
s 

KE
PR

ESE
NT

AT
IVE

 

BoD
Y FoR 

SO
CL

AL
 

ME
DIA

 

PL
AT

FO
RM

s 

CA
LL

ED
 

MO
VE 20T

H 

CE
NT

UR
Y 

RE
SPO

NS
E T

o 
2ls

T 

CE
NT

UR
YC

HA
IIN

OY
 

The 

Ind
ien

 
¬xp

res 

08
 

No
vem

be 202
4 

age 

part
 ofa 

ran
ge of

 
me

asu
res

 that
 

con
ten

t 

aim
ed 

at
 

boy
s. "If 

you
're 

to
 

girl
s 

from
 

har
mf

ul 

dep
icti

ons
 , 

and 

mi
so

gy
nis

t 

med
ia use,

 in
 

pa
rtic

ula
r the risk
s 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

and I'm 

cal
lin

g time
 

"So
cia

l 

me
dia

 is
 

doi
ng harm

 

5h
ou

gh
 

use
rSw

ere
 able
 

AUd
 

e 
ban wit
h 

pa
rei

2l on
 

ben on
 

soc
al 

me
tia for 

tih
ose

un Pra
ne

 last
 

yea
r 

pr
op

os
ed

 a 

for 
ch

ild
ren

 

who hav
e 

pa
ren

tal
 Th
ere

 

wil
l be

 
no

 
ex

ern
pti

on
s is

 

Alp
hab

ers
 

You
Tub

e 

45



PM-Vidyalaxmi: A yet another Modi Kee Guarantee for learners 

The Pion w 

The Government has initiated this financial aid programme to harness the potential of the youth from the weaker sections 
ndia has the largest num 
ber of millennials and Gen 

LZs in the world. This pop 
ulation constitutes a critical 
mass for increasing GER in 
higher education from the 
current 28 per cent to 50 per 
cent by 2035 as envisaged in 
NEP-2020. Moreover, India's 
working population in the age 
bracket of i5-64 is nearly 68 

per cent. The current demo 
raphic dividend will not be 

ava for a longer period as 
the youth population will turn 
old and thus will become non 
productive, Precisely for this 
reason, PM Modi called the 
current time window in the 
lifespan of Bharat the 'Amrit 
Kaal and has given a clarion 
call for making it Viksit' by 

2047 through self-reliant mea 

Bable 

Sures. 

Skilled youth are in high 

RAGHAVENDRAP 
TIWARI 

demand the world over and 
this trend will always remain 
as skilling, upskiling and 
reskilling will always be 
required to cope with ever 
evolving job profiles in the 
workplace. However, owing 
to the economic transforma 
tion that the nation has wit 
nessed over the last decade, liv 
ing standards have greatly 
improved leading to an 
enhanced cost of living, And, 

education is no exception. 

The Central Government has 
taken several initiatives to 
ensure hassle-free access to 
quality higher education, espe-
cially regarding NEP-2020 
implementation. 
These include multidiscipli-
nary and learning outcome 
based curriculum for holistic 
learning; innovative pedagogy 
(experiential learning, intern-
ship, field immersion, etc); 
evaluation to test the learning 
outcomes;. es; Academic Bank of 

Credits; Multiple y-Exit; 
Dual degree, joint degree and 

on 

Knowledge System and 
Universal Human Values, etc. 
The latest edition to the long 
list is the PM-Vidyalaxmí 
scheme to provide collateral 
free, guarantor-free financial 
loans to needy meritorious stu 

dents covering all categories to 
ease them from financial con 

straints for pursuing quality 
higher education. Approved by 
the Cabinet on November 5, 
2024, as a Deepawali Gift to 

the nation, PM-Vidyalaxmi is 
a mission mode, simple, trans 
parent, student-friendly and 
fully digital mechanism to 
facilitate easy access to loans to 

meritorious students admitted 
in, to begin with, top 860 qual 
ity higher education institu-

This initiative p tions 
e a single-window int 

platform for students seeking 
educational loans to apply for 
it and to track their applica-
tions. PM Vidyalaxmi will 
add to the scope and reach of 
earlier initiatives of the current 
government for maximising 
access to quality higher educa 
tion for socially deprived sec-

tions of society. 
Under this scheme, students 

will be eligible to obtain collat-
eral-free, guarantor-free loans 

expand coverage. The scheme 
will also provide for 3 per cent 
interest subvention on loans up 
to Rs 10 lakh during the mora 
torium period for those stu 

an annual farmi dents having an 
3.00 lakhs and ly income of Rs 8.00 

are not covered under any gov 
ernment scholarship of inter 
est subvention. This will be in 
addition to full interest subven 
tion already offered to students 
with up to Rs 4.5 lakhs annu 
al family income. Interest sub 
vention will be paid through E 
vouchers and Central Bank 
Digital Currency (CBDC) wal 
lets. An outlay of Rs 3,600 
Crore has been made available 

rom banks and financial insti 
tutions to cover the full 

amount of tuition fees and 
other expenses to be incurred 
for pursuing academic pro-

ment the two components of 
the scheme of Pradhan Mantri 
Uchchatar Shiksha Protsahan 
(PM-USP), namely, the Central 
Sector Interest Subsidy (CSIS) 
and Credit Guarantee Fund 
Scheme (CGFS) for educa-
tion loans, already offered by of Education. the Ministry 

cal/professional education in 
select quality Higher Education 
Institutions in India. The newy 
launched scheme, apart from 
making quality higher educa 
tion available to meritorious 
students, will ease the 
impounding stress of students 
opting for 
them to fully concentrate on 

tons and will enable 
Under the PM-USP-CSIS. stu 

dents pursuing technical/pro 
courses from fessional 

approved institutions. 
PM Vidyalaxmi, in a nutshell, 
is an entirely new scheme 
launched for empowering 
youth, especially of the middle 
class, with necessary financial 
support for pursuing the edu-

grams.Under PM Vidyalaxmi, for the period from 2024-25 to 
the government will also pro- 2030-31, and 7 lakh fresh stu 
vide a 75 per cent credit guar- dents are expected to get the 
antee of outstanding default for benefit of this interest subven-

learning 
Kudos to PM Narendra Modi 
and Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan for 
launching a new learner-cen 
tric scheme for spearheading 
the implementation of NEP 
2020. PM Vidyalascmi is in fact, 
a confluence of Vidya, 

cation of their choice. The 
scheme will operate in tandem 
with PM-USP to provide 
financial support to all deserv 
ing students to pursue quality 
higher education and techni-

the 
Goddess of Knowledge, and 
Laxmi, the Goddess of Wealth! 
(The writer is Vice Chancellor, 
Central University of Punjab, 
Bathinda; views are 
personal) 

twin degree programmes; 
emphasis Indian 

loan amounts up to? tion during the above timeslot. 
7.5 lakhs to support banks to PM-Vidyalaxmi will supple-

46



47



 

48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55





Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education and its Autonomous Bodies successfully
conclude Special Campaign 4.0 and mark its achievement and

best practices
Posted On: 09 NOV 2024 9:24PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, is proud to announce the successful completion of
Special Campaign 4.0, with active participation from all Autonomous Bodies and schools across the country. Inspired by Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision to improve workplace efficiency and institutionalize cleanliness (Swachhata), the campaign
focused on key objectives such as disposal of public grievances and public grievances appeals, reducing pendency, record
management and promoting the  optimum utilization and beautification of office spaces.

Launched on 2  October , 2024 the campaign has led to significant, focused improvements, contributing to a cleaner, more
organized, and efficient work environment. This initiative has not only enhanced the physical spaces but also fostered a culture of
sustainability and responsibility towards the environment across institutions and schools nationwide.

In addition to the on-ground efforts, extensive awareness campaigns were carried out through social media platforms under the
hashtag #SpecialCampaign4. These campaigns successfully garnered widespread attention and encouraged greater public
engagement, furthering the message of cleanliness and organizational efficiency. Through these combined efforts, the campaign
has left a lasting impact on both the work environment and the overall experience for staff members.

Key achievements during Special Campaign 4.0:

A total of 2,90,845 cleanliness drives were organized by institutions and schools across the country, demonstrating enthusiastic
participation that reinforces the message of Swachhata and encourages others to join in the mission.
Over 1,44,000 square feet of space was cleared, generating more than Rs. 40 lakhs in revenue as a join effort by the Department
and its Autonomous Bodies.
During this period, 887 out of 904 Public Grievances (98.11%), 253 out of 273 MP References (92.7%), 30 out of 33 State
Government References (91%), 3 out of 4 PMO References (75%), and 5 out of 6 Parliament Assurances (83.3%) were disposed
of.
A comprehensive Records Management initiative was undertaken, fully meeting the target. A total of 61,100 physical files and
1,367 e-Files were reviewed i.e. 100% of the target. The review exercise resulted in the weeding out of 40,244 physical files and
the closure of 893 e-Files.
One of the best practices under Special Campaign 4.0 is the sustainability initiatives to foster awareness of environment related
issues as well as environment friendly behaviour. These initiatives include the installation of eco-friendly benches made of
recycled plastic and rejuvenation of the garden area at Gate No. 6 of Shastri Bhavan, New Delhi. The corridors have been
adorned with paintings by Mouth and Foot Painting Artists etc. in collaboration with Bisleri International under its CSR
Programme.
Students have been educated on environmentally friendly habits aligned with the “3R” formula: Reduce, Reuse, and Recycle in
schools across the nation under Eco Clubs for Mission LiFE. They also learned to create art and craft from waste materials and
design practical items from repurposed materials.

The achievements of Special Campaign 4.0 at the Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSE&L) highlight its dedication
to establishing an efficient, well-organized, cleaner, and supportive workplace for employees. DoSE&L is steadfast in its goal to
deliver effective public service and create positive community impact.

*****
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Ministry of Education

National Education Day 2024

Building a Brighter Tomorrow Through Education

Posted On: 10 NOV 2024 7:08PM by PIB Delhi

We want to develop an education system so that the youth of our country don’t need to go abroad. Our middle-class families need not spend lakhs
and crores of rupees. Not only that, we also want to create such institutions that attract people from abroad to come to Bharat instead.

~ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

 

Introduction

 

National Education Day is celebrated on November 11 every year in honor of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, the first Education Minister of
independent India and a prominent educationist. This day highlights the importance of education in shaping India's future. With 65% of the
nation's population under the age of 35, it is crucial to provide them with opportunities for quality education and skills development. The
Government of India is dedicated to building strong education infrastructure that fosters the holistic development of students and empowers the
youth to drive the nation towards progress.

Transforming India through Education

 

The Government of India has taken significant strides to promote access to education through various initiatives and constitutional provisions.
The introduction of free primary education, reinforced by the 86th Amendment of the Constitution through Article 21-A, guarantees free and
compulsory education for children aged six to fourteen as a Fundamental Right. The Rights to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, which came into
effect on April 1, 2010, further supports this by ensuring that every child receives quality elementary education in a formal school that meets
prescribed norms. These legal frameworks, backed by government schemes and initiatives, reflect India’s commitment to building an inclusive
and equitable educational system for all.

NEP 2020: Under the dynamic leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the Union Cabinet of India approved the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 on July 29, 2020. The NEP seeks to overhaul India's education system to better align with the needs of the 21st century, fostering a
more inclusive and forward-thinking approach.[3]
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PM SHRI: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi approved the PM SHRI Schools (PM Schools for Rising India) scheme on 7  September 2022.
The initiative aims to strengthen over 14,500 schools across India, showcasing the components of the National Education Policy 2020. The
scheme will foster quality education, cognitive development, and 21st-century skills in students. With a total project cost of ₹27,360 crore, it will
be implemented over five years (2022-2027), with a central share of ₹18,128 crore.

Samagra Shiksha: Aligned with the NEP 2020 recommendations, Samagra Shiksha aims to provide quality education with an inclusive and
equitable classroom environment for all children, addressing their diverse backgrounds and needs. The scheme, launched on April 1, 2021, will
continue for five years, ending on March 31, 2026. It focuses on fostering active participation and enhancing academic abilities across various
student groups.

PRERNA: Launched its pilot phase from January 15, 2024, to February 17, 2024, at a vernacular school in Vadnagar, Gujarat. The initiative is a
week-long residential program designed for selected students from class IX to XII. It aims to offer an experiential and inspirational learning
experience, blending heritage with innovation through state-of-the-art technology. Each week, a batch of 20 students (10 boys and 10 girls) from
across the country will participate in the program.

ULLAS: Also known as Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram (New India Literacy Programme - NILP), ULLAS was launched by the Government
of India for the period FY 2022-2027. This centrally sponsored initiative aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and aims to
empower adults aged 15 and above, especially those who missed out on formal schooling. The program seeks to enhance their literacy, enabling
them to better integrate into society and actively contribute to the nation's development.

NIPUN Bharat: The National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat) was launched by the
Department of School Education & Literacy on 5th July 2021. The mission aims to ensure that every child in the country achieves foundational
literacy and numeracy by the end of Grade 3, with a target completion by 2026-27.

Vidya Pravesh: The VIDYA PRAVESH guidelines for the Three-month Play-based School Preparation Module for Grade-I children were
released on 29th July 2021. The initiative aims to provide a warm and welcoming environment for children entering Grade-I, ensuring a smooth
transition and fostering a positive learning experience.

Vidyanjali: The School Volunteer Management Program, launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 7th September 2021, aims to
enhance the quality of education in schools by fostering community involvement, and encouraging contributions from corporate social
responsibility (CSR) initiatives and the private sector across the country.

DIKSHA: It was launched on 5th September 2017 by Hon’ble Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu. The platform aims to enhance
teacher training and professional development by accelerating innovative solutions and experiments in education. DIKSHA empowers states and
Teacher Education Institutes (TEIs) with the flexibility to customize the platform to meet their specific needs, benefiting teachers, teacher
educators, and student teachers across the country.

SWAYAM Plus: SWAYAM Plus, which was officially launched on 27th February 2024 by Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Hon'ble Minister of
Education. The initiative seeks to revolutionize higher education and improve employability by implementing an innovative credit recognition
system for industry-relevant courses, emphasizing skill development, employability, and forging stronger industry partnerships.

NISHTHA: The NISHTHA (National Initiative for School Heads' and Teachers' Holistic Advancement), launched by the Ministry of Education
on 21st August 2019, aims to enhance the professional development of 42 lakh elementary teachers and school heads. In response to the COVID-
19 pandemic, the program was transitioned to NISHTHA-Online on 6th October 2020, delivered through the DIKSHA platform. Building on this
success, in 2021-22, NISHTHA 2.0 was launched for secondary school teachers, while NISHTHA 3.0, focusing on Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy, was introduced on 7th September 2021.

NIRF Ranking: The National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF), launched by the Ministry of Education on 29th September 2015,
marked a pivotal step toward enhancing the quality and accessibility of higher education in India. NIRF introduced a structured and transparent
system for assessing and ranking universities, colleges, and other institutions, fostering healthy competition and encouraging improvements in
education and infrastructure.

th

[4]

[5]

[6]

[7]
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PM-Vidyalaxmi scheme: The Union Cabinet, led by Hon'ble PM Shri Narendra Modi, has approved the PM-Vidyalaxmi scheme to support
meritorious students by providing financial assistance for quality higher education. This scheme offers education loans for students admitted to
the top 860 institutions across India, benefiting over 22 lakh students each year. With a budget allocation of Rs. 3,600 crore from 2024-25 to
2030-31, the scheme aims to assist an additional 7 lakh students. Implemented through a fully digital, transparent, and student-centric platform,
PM-Vidyalaxmi ensures easy access and smooth interoperability for students nationwide.

Investing in Education for a Brighter Future

 

India’s path to global leadership is closely linked to the strength of its education system. To expand access to quality education and build a
resilient learning environment, the Department of School Education & Literacy has been allocated a record ₹73,498 crore in the FY 2024-25
budget. This represents a substantial increase of ₹12,024 crore (19.56%) over the Revised Estimate for FY 2023-24, highlighting the
government’s commitment to bolstering the education sector.

Notably, the highest-ever allocations have been made to key autonomous bodies, with ₹ 9,302 crore allocated to Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVS) and
₹ 5,800 crore to Navodaya Vidyalayas (NVS). This substantial investment reflects a clear intent to further elevate India’s education system.

For FY 2024-25, the Department of Higher Education's budget allocation is set at Rs. 47,619.77 crore, with Rs. 7,487.87 crore dedicated to
schemes and Rs. 40,131.90 crore for non-scheme expenses. This reflects a significant increase of Rs. 3,525.15 crore, or 7.99%, over the previous
fiscal year. Notably, the allocation for specific schemes has risen by Rs. 1,139.99 crore, underscoring a strengthened focus on targeted initiatives
within higher education.

Increase in Enrolment in Higher Education Institutions: AISHE Report 2021-22

 

The Ministry of Education, Government of India, released the All India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) 2021-2022 in January 2024.
Since its inception in 2011, AISHE has been collecting comprehensive data from all registered Higher Educational Institutions (HEIs) across the
country, covering key parameters such as student enrolment, faculty, and infrastructure. The survey highlights significant improvements over the
years, reflecting the positive advancements in India’s education sector, with increased enrolment, enhanced inclusivity, and stronger
infrastructure, contributing to a more robust and dynamic higher education system.

Female enrolment has also shown remarkable growth, rising from 1.57 crore in 2014-15 to 2.07 crore in 2021-22, an increase of 32%. The
enrolment of students from disadvantaged groups, including SC, ST, OBC, and minorities, has grown significantly, with notable increases in
female enrolment across all categories. In 2021-22, the Gender Parity Index (GPI) reached 1.01, reflecting a consistent trend of more female
students enroling in higher education than males.

[15]

[16]

[17]
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In terms of fields of study, enrolment in STEM disciplines has seen a steady rise, with 98.5 lakh students enroled in UG, PG, and Ph.D. levels in
2021-22. Despite challenges, women are leading in disciplines such as Medical Science, Social Science, and Arts. The dropout rate at the
secondary level has also decreased significantly from 21% in 2013-14 to 13% in 2021-22.

In FY 2024-25, the Department of Higher Education saw a budget increase of ₹3,525.15 crore (7.99%) compared to FY 2023-24, underlining the
government's commitment to further strengthening the higher education sector and supporting inclusive growth.

Conclusion

Education holds the power to break barriers, open doors of opportunity, and empower individuals to contribute meaningfully to society. India’s
educational landscape has evolved significantly, building a robust system through continuous innovation and comprehensive reforms. By
embracing a holistic, 360-degree approach that integrates new ideas, technologies, and teaching methods, India is creating an environment where
youth can thrive, transforming them into key assets for the nation’s growth. As we honor the legacy of Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, let us reaffirm
our commitment to education as the cornerstone of a brighter, more inclusive future for all.
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'Maulana Azad's real legacy is ....': Ex-NCERT Chief recalls on Azad Day
Maulana Abul Kalam’s legacy was legacy of freedom which must be not be celebrated but also
practiced, Padma Shri Prof. Krishna Kumar, Former Director National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), said on Azad Day Monday November 11, 2024
Monday November 11, 2024 7:12 PM, ummid.com News Network

Hyderabad: Maulana Abul Kalam’s legacy was legacy of freedom which must be not be celebrated
but also practiced, Padma Shri Prof. Krishna Kumar, Former Director National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), said on Azad Day Monday November 11, 2024.

“Today if we were to not just lament the loss of contemplative space that university system
provide it we must exercise our right to review anything with freedom. This is the real
legacy of Maulana Azad, the legacy of freedom”, Prof. Kumar said while delivering the
Maulana Azad Memorial Lecture at Maulana Azad National Urdu University (MANUU).

Speaking at the event to commemorate National Education Day, also known as Azad Day, Prof.
Kumar talking about the legacy of India’s first Education Minister, said:68
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“It is not just freedom as a struggle against the foreign rule, it's also a legacy of exercise of
freedom in our life.”

"National Education Day"

National Education Day is an annual observance in India to commemorate the birth anniversary of
Maulana Abul Kalam Azad on November 11.

Heaping praise on one of the frontal national leaders of India’s freedom movement, Prof Kumar said:

“He was one of those figures of the Indian freedom struggle who gave the country a vision
which no human being could have realized within a lifetime.”

"It's a universal vision for humanity and not just change as we normally talk about in the
context of great leaders", Prof Kumar said.

"Like any other values, Freedom also requires practice. If you don't practice freedom you
lose it. That is perhaps the best way to remember Maulana Abul Kalam Azad ", he said.

Delivering the Maulana Azad Memorial Lecture on the topic "Understanding Higher Education and its
current Predicament", at MANUU Hyderabad Prof Kumar said:

"Some focus education as a concept or idea and others focus it as a system. As a concept,
education carries ideals and values and as system it carries the weight of history and social
condition.”

Prof. Syed Ainul Hasan, Vice Chancellor, MANUU who presided over the lecture in his presidential
remarks while narrating the first story of "Panchtantra" said it is very difficult to make friends, and it
is possible in higher education and university systems where you come across a number of people
belonging to different walks of life, where you understand each other.

"It is crystal clear that higher education is important for every individual as it shapes your
persona and education", he said.

Prof. Ishtiaque Ahmed, Registrar delivered the welcome address and Prof. Shugufta Shaheen, OSD 1
introduced the guest speaker whereas Prof Siddiqui Mohd Mahmood, OSD2 convened the
programme. Prof. Syed Alim Ashraf Jaisi, Chairperson, Azad Day Celebrations proposed vote of
thanks.

Earlier, Mohammed Rasheeduddin, Bureau Chief, the Siasat Urdu Daily and Wajeed Ullah Khan,
Senior Journalist, UNI were felicitated with shawl, certificate and the “Sitara-e-Sahafat” Award for
2024, in appreciation of their contributions to journalism.

Further, books of Prof. S. M. Azizuddin Husain and Prof. Imtiaz Hasnain were also released on the
occasion.

Later, Azad Day celebrations which started on November 07 concluded with food fest and Mushaira
programmes.

Follow ummid.com WhatsApp Channel
(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Val621XLY6dAYws93j3P) for all the latest updates.

Select Language To Read in Urdu, Hindi, Marathi or Arabic.
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Mysuru: Fourteen govt schools in

Mysuru district were chosen to become

model schools as part of the Union

govt's PM Schools Rising India (PM

SHRI) initiative.

Out of 183 schools proposed by the

department of school education, these

14 schools will each receive between Rs 40 and 50 lakh for their development. The

funding aims to improve facilities and enhance educational opportunities for

students in govt schools.

In 2022-23, eight schools were selected, four in 2023-24, and two schools in

2024-25.

The following schools were selected under the scheme: Government Higher

Primary School (GHPS) Kumbarakoppal in Mysuru North, Chekkereyur and Mullur

GHPS in HD Kote, Bilikere GHPS in Hunsur, GHPS for boys and GHPS Hosakote in

Saligrama taluk, Karnataka Public School in Siddaramanahundi, the native village

of chief minister Siddaramaiah in Mysuru taluk, GHPS Kalale in Nanjangud taluk,

Tumbala in T Narasipura taluk, GHPS Ranganatha Layout in Hunsur town, GHPS

Hitnehebbagilu, and GHPS in Periyapatna town in Periyapatna taluk.

The Union govt selected GHPS in ward number 5 in T Narasipura town and GHPS

in Nanjangud town in 2024-25.

As the Union govt releases Rs 40 to Rs 50 lakh to each selected school, the

department can utilise these funds to undertake repair works of school buildings,

set up computer laboratories, start kindergarten LKG and UKG classes, set up

laboratories, start self-defence activities like karate and martial arts training,

yoga, distribute transportation allowance for differently-abled students if studying

in such schools, and maintain kitchen gardens with drip irrigation facilities.

Deputy director of school education and literacy ST Javaregowda said that the

scheme appeared as a boon to govt schools for its overall improvement to attract

students. The department received Rs 1.56 crore so far under the scheme,

implementing the works in the selected schools in the initial phase.

Though the department recommended 183 schools from the district, the Union

govt selects the schools in a phased manner depending upon various yardsticks

like the literacy rate of the village, its population, the number of girls studying,
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and other aspects.

Under the new National Education Policy, the Union govt decided to upgrade

14,500 schools across the nation, he said.
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Business News › News › India › Govt schools to be revamped in Haryana in next 5 years: Education Minister Dhanda

Govt schools to be revamped in Haryana in next 5
years: Education Minister Dhanda

Videos

Synopsis
Haryana's School Education Minister, Mahipal Dhanda, has announced a five-year plan
to completely overhaul state-run schools. Dhanda emphasized the government's
commitment to improving rural education and highlighted the role of the National
Education Policy in creating employment opportunities for graduates.

The Haryana government will

completely revamp state-run schools in

the next five years, School Education

Minister Mahipal Dhanda said on

Sunday while stressing that improving

education facilities in rural areas and

transforming the sector is a key priority.

Visiting villages in his Panipat Rural

Assembly constituency, Dhanda

appealed to the people of the area to educate their children and equip them

with the skills to contribute nation building.

"My entire life is dedicated to the service of the rural people and I am walking

this path to serve them. It may take some time to fix the system, but in the

end, the results will be very positive," he was quoted as saying in an official

statement.

"Improving education facilities in rural areas and transforming the sector is a

key priority. The government will completely revamp the state-run schools in

the next five years," Dhanda said.
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Asserting that the BJP government in the state is committed to realising the

dreams of the rural population, he urged the villagers to get their children

admitted to government schools while assuring them of good results.

Dhanda said the state government is focused "on our children's education to

ensure a bright future for them".

"We are focusing on the development of every section of society. The policies of

both the Central and state governments are giving a boost to this

development," the minister said.

He stressed that the National Education Policy (NEP) will provide regular

employment opportunities for youth graduating with degrees and diplomas.

The policy will be implemented in Haryana next year, he added.

(You can now subscribe to our Economic Times WhatsApp channel)
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Home   Bharat

The Educationist who never lost a legal battle on cleaning textbooks
Dinanath Batraji’s life embodies selfless service and dedication to Bharat’s education system. All his life, he
fought for truth and integrity in textbooks, battling against distorted portrayals of national heroes and
promoting a more truthful, value-driven curriculum

  Prof. (Dr.) Pramod Kumar  ·  Nov 18, 2024, 08:00 pm IST  in Bharat ,  Special Report ,  Obituary  
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I consider myself fortunate to have enjoyed over three decades association with Dinanath Batraji, the visionary
educationist and crusader who forced the then Congress regime at the Centre to delete objectionable passages
about freedom fighters from the NCERT textbooks. I have closely witnessed Dinanath Batraji’s decade long
battle from streets to the courts against NCERT, University of Delhi and several private national and
international publishers.

It is commonly believed that life after retirement is just a time to pass the days. But Batraji left deep imprints
in his post retirement life. He has been an inspiration for thousands of people across the country in the field
of education. His life was dedicated to the cause of transforming Bharatiya education system. He even
introduced the concept of annual events like ‘Gyanotsav’ to offer a platform to the people conducting new
experiments in education.

My first encounter with Batraji was interesting. He had the responsibility of Vidya Bharati General Secretary
and he used to frequently visit Keshav Kunj in Jhandewalan. One day, around 11.00 am, I was standing outside
the reception area leaning on support. When he noticed it, he came to me and said: “Aap abhi boodhe nahin
hue hain jo sahara lekar khade hain” (you are not old enough to stand with a support). I still remember his
words every time I lean on support.

Winner in all Battles

Batraji’s commitment to the crusade against objectionable passages in textbooks about freedom fighters and
national icons was admired even by a sitting judge in Delhi court. Batraji was always in the court much before
the hearing time. But the advocate from the opposing side was either late or missing the hearings. One day,
the judge admonished the opposing lawyer for his unpunctuality, saying,“Do you want the court to wait for
you! Look at this ‘young man’. He is always before time.” In his everyday life also, Batraji was very punctual and
normally did not keep his visitors waiting. He fought ten cases in different courts and lost none. The lawyer
from the opposing side in many cases was Prashant Bhushan. Batraji always went to the court fully prepared
and used to spend hours on research. I can recall that he always carried his tiffin from home and avoided
spending organisation’s money on meals in restaurants.
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He was very caring to his associates and colleagues in the organisation. When he started a campaign against
the controversial book Three Hundred Ramayanas taught in the University of Delhi, he approached the
University authorities to withdraw the book. When the University authorities did not take any action, he
organised a protest, which the Delhi Police tried to suppress. But the workers, who had joined the protest,
refused to go back. Finally, the police arrested them. In such a situation, Batraji was the first person to reach
the police station with required papers to ensure bail for them. He fought that case all the way to the Supreme
Court, ensuring each and every worker was released safely.

Shiksha Bachao Andolan

I have closely followed the activities of Shiksha Bachao Andolan (SBA) since its inception, beginning when its
first meeting at Apte Bhavan in Keshav Kunj in June 2005 in the presence of former Union HRD Minister Dr
Murli Manohar Joshi and other educationists including Dr JS Rajput. Since then, I have covered almost all the
activities of SBA in Organiser. I monitored the entire court battle for deletion of 75 controversial passages from
NCERT textbooks, which described the country’s freedom fighters as terrorists. Following the High Court
verdict in early 2008, NCERT finally agreed to delete all the 75 objectionable passages from textbooks. The
Ministry of HRD on June 9, 2008, had to direct NCERT “to be careful in future and ensure that no objectionable
passages are included in any book prescribed for any school or college curriculum”. Before going to the court on
this matter, Batraji had written a book Rashtravadiyon ko Atankvadi mat Banao to stir the countrymen.

Batraji also fought against the deletion of a chapter from University of Delhi textbook —Three Hundred
Ramayana chapter in The Ancient Culture in India—that depicted characters of Ramayana in a highly
objectionable manner. This controversial book, compiled by Prof. Upendra Kaur, the daughter of the then
Prime Minister Dr Manmohan Singh, drew a sexual inference on the relationship between Rama, Sita and
Lakshman. Even Hanuman and other Hindu Gods and Goddesses were portrayed in bad light. The protest
against this book was organised in the year 2007.

The thing that inspired me the most, while meeting him every time, was his positive thinking. I remember, he
used to give a new turn to the discussion particularly focussing on negative matters. He used to say, “Instead of
wasting our energy on discussing problems, let us discuss solutions also. If we discuss solutions, we will have a
lot of solutions”. He was highly optimistic in his actions. He dedicated his life to improving the condition of
education in the country. When the committee led by TSR Subramanian was working on evolution of New
Education Policy (NEP), Batraji was on the forefront of providing inputs to that committee. Several points
included in NEP 2020 can be attributed to Batraji.

When I look at the life and work of Batraji, I feel that he conceptualised the possible corrections in the
curriculum as a teacher and then as a school principal. When he became the General Secretary of Vidya
Bharti, he offered solutions to those difficulties through Shiksha Bachao Andolan Samiti instituted in 2004.
Moreover, Batraji went through several books taught in different madrasas and exposed their objectionable
content through a 48-page book. The High Court verdict of 2008 in the matter of ‘Dina Nath Batra Vs Union of
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Jaipur: School education department

has formed a state-level committee to

review the entire school curriculum

being taught in the state, said officials

on Sunday.

School education minister Madan

Dilawar had earlier said that the school

curriculum would be reviewed and "some undesirable topics and subjects being

taught in the syllabus will be removed."

As per the order issued by elementary education department, the committee will

review "the content/ photographs/ drawings/ material compilation/ interpretation

of the entire school curriculum keeping in view the provisions of the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the provisions of the State Curriculum

Framework and the National Curriculum Framework and will submit its suggestions

to the Rajasthan State Council of Educational Research and Training, Udaipur,

within 30 days."

Professor Kailash Sodani, Vice Chancellor of Vardhman Mahaveer Open University,

Kota, has been made chairperson of the committee. Hanuman Singh Rathore, an

educationist, will be vice-chairperson. D Ramakrishna Rao, an educationist with

NCERT, Delhi, has been made advisory member, while Satish Kumar Gupta, OSD

to Dilawar, will work as member secretary.

Former vice chancellor of Kota University and former member of Rajasthan Public

Service Commission, Prof Pramod Kumar Dashora, former chairman of RBSE,

Professor Bharat Ram Kumar, retired educationist Shyam Sundar Bissa, Jayantilal

Khandelwal, and retired IPS Kanhaiya Lal Beriwal have been appointed as

members. On Nov 14, a delegation of Jagdish Narayan Vijay and Surendra

Godhra, led by Satish Kumar Gupta, visited Delhi and met Prof Dinesh Prasad

Saklani, director of NCERT, and secretary Aman Sharma. In the meeting, they

discussed the rules and legal provisions for curriculum review.
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Centre informs SC about NCERT guidelines for
development of e-content for children with
disabilities
This update comes as part of the government’s response to a petition filed by the

Javed Abidi Foundation, which seeks directions to ensure that students with

disabilities can equally participate in online education

A petition was filed by the Javed Abidi Foundation in the SC

EdexLive Desk

Published on: 19 Nov 2024, 8:26 pm

The Centre has informed the Supreme Court about the specific guidelines developed
by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) for the
creation of e-content aimed at children with disabilities, applicable to school
education.

This update comes as part of the government’s response to a petition filed by the
Javed Abidi Foundation, which seeks directions to ensure that students with
disabilities can equally participate in online education, reported PTI.

The government’s affidavit, filed before the apex court, outlines several initiatives
aimed at improving accessibility in education.

It highlights that the NCERT has also conducted face-to-face training and
orientation programmes for teachers and other stakeholders in several states during
the 2022-2023 academic year.

The matter was heard by a bench comprising Justices BR Gavai and KV
Viswanathan. During the hearing, Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati,
representing the Centre, referred to the government’s affidavit and the steps taken
to address the concerns raised by the petitioner.
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Advocate Sanchita Ain, representing the Javed Abidi Foundation, referred to a
Supreme Court verdict delivered on November 8, 2023, which directed the Centre to
implement mandatory accessibility standards for digital content within three
months.

The bench noted that the issues raised in the current petition overlapped with those
addressed in the November 8 verdict, and suggested that both matters be
considered together, added PTI.

The Centre's affidavit further detailed the formation of an inter-ministerial
committee in February 2022 by the Department of Empowerment of Persons with
Disabilities. This committee was tasked with reviewing the petitioner’s suggestions
and drafting guidelines to promote inclusive digital education. 
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NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for children with
disabilities which would be applicable for school education. (Image source: Supreme

Court/ Wikimedia Commons)

Press Trust of India | November 19, 2024 | 08:43 PM IST

NEW DELHI: The NCERT has brought out guidelines for the
development of e-content for children with disabilities which would
be applicable for school education, the Centre has told the
Supreme Court. The government has said the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has also conducted
face-to-face training orientation programmes for teachers and
other stakeholders in some states during 2022-2023.

The Centre has filed an affidavit in the apex court which is hearing
a plea by Javed Abidi Foundation seeking directions to issue
specific guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities
participate equally with others in online classes. The matter came
up for hearing on Tuesday before a bench of Justices B R Gavai
and K V Viswanathan.

Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the
Centre, referred to the government's affidavit filed in the matter.
Advocate Sanchita Ain, appearing for the petitioner, referred to the
November 8 verdict delivered by the apex court in another matter.

Exams Colleges Schools Workplace
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Home Schools Govt informs SC about NCERT guidelines for development of e-

content for children with disabilities

Govt informs SC about NCERT
guidelines for development of
e-content for children with
disabilities
The Centre has filed an affidavit seeking directions to issue
specific guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities
participate equally with others in online classes.
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In that verdict, the top court had directed the Centre to implement
mandatory accessibility standards within three months.

The bench said the issue involved in this petition "overlaps" with
those raised in the plea in which the top court had delivered the
November 8 verdict. "Therefore, it will be appropriate that both
these matters are heard together and considered simultaneously,"
the bench said.

It asked the apex court registry to list the plea filed by the
foundation along with the petition on which the verdict was
delivered. In its affidavit filed in the apex court, the Centre has
said in order to look into the suggestions submitted by the
petitioner and to suggest the guidelines for inclusive digital
education for all, the Department of Empowerment of Persons
with Disabilities had constituted an inter-ministerial committee in
February 2022.

NCERT guidelines for e-content
It said in its first meeting held on February 25, 2022, the
committee constituted six sub-committees, one each at the level
of the University Grants Commission, All India Council for
Technical Education, National Council for Teacher Education,
NCERT, the Central Board of Secondary Education and
Rehabilitation Council of India to look into the suggestions made
by petitioner.

The affidavit said the committee had advised these institutions to
frame the draft guidelines to give effect to the workable
suggestions by focusing on aspects like accessibility of physical
environment, accessibility of content and training of teachers. It
said the UGC, AICTE and NCTE are regulatory bodies with
respect to universities including higher educational institutions,
technical education and teacher education respectively.

It said the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) is the regulatory
body with respect to rehabilitation education under the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities. "The
guidelines as framed by UGC and AICTE have already been
circulated to all universities/institutions," it said, adding that
guidelines instructions as have been issued by these
organisations will be applicable to respective categories of higher
educational institutions.

"NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-
content for children with disabilities which would be applicable for
school education," it said. The affidavit said NCTE accessibility
guidelines have been issued for compliance by respective
institutions. "RCI, which has not framed separate guidelines, has
adopted and circulated UGC guidelines to all the approved
institutions to strictly follow the same," it said.

Follow us for the latest education news on colleges and
universities, admission, courses, exams, research, education
policies, study abroad and more..

To get in touch, write to us at news@careers360.com.
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Govt informs SC about NCERT
guidelines for development of e-
content for children with disabilities
The NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for children with

disabilities which would be applicable for school education, the Centre has told the Supreme

Court.

New Delhi, The NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development

of e-content for children with disabilities which would be applicable for

school education, the Centre has told the Supreme Court. The

government has said the National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) has also conducted face-to-face training orientation

programmes for teachers and other stakeholders in some states during

2022-2023.

3 Min Read

PTI

Updated On Nov 20, 2024 at 05:19 PM IST

116

https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsss_gD5ukB2gYpCm1_PZwaG48zoJ-jRUHfsaFeuJVNw_9WzNywNUmFKmbcmwSW7dh0Lo-Yw7boxgf0SGZI92ohUpiVUv36SEeGsVk4rdXvtjCZOxl9Af1aSZR0ywLSiScf7yJMmtFqeFIcFFSIAdChk7KZUCsloT4qCtThvugDRK6Rb_15BX6jLqXr160FLREJUNMUOfi6xm8KDT1ReUTjPX7zpvpPhzSfKNxIBZ3ntRO2v9izUZf_x30_XxoPJH6teqQBvlESJVNAp3ANhE38jt8wScI8d6JCILeJWgUJyTR_j3O5_d0_qi7eKY2ahF6bXfCt68ZMLkDMz_UqrZvtGLm5lUbkW5meWmzb3BZYHx8iK3z9qRAKUqFWohnd1rHdWjF4eVJi2PJ6cr28oc5vSBOrYTrbWdH4m6rhU4Sc5xKkrbsCu72fUq7SGHBavJLInR29nYwiAN94FRUvz&sai=AMfl-YTp6Q_CiYVorx2HeGqokuWGiKIGD3Co_nAcRmR3ZDJkV89bSM56zjb9k14ZNVg1nTpRRs6rVA-cn_J3swdowGToC8ZuY1cvCbu7c62fGNq5QwZR91L5As2pCr4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE-Psu7hGYhSEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/l.php?banner=banner&banner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard&activity_name=featured-674331-campaign-microsite-2890&type=2&ebid=TXpzUlF0QU01eGVQS3NRaG9GM0dtZz09&url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.economictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fmicrosite%2Finspired%3Fag%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Dbanner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard%26utm_campaign%3Dfeatured-674331-campaign-microsite-2890
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsss_gD5ukB2gYpCm1_PZwaG48zoJ-jRUHfsaFeuJVNw_9WzNywNUmFKmbcmwSW7dh0Lo-Yw7boxgf0SGZI92ohUpiVUv36SEeGsVk4rdXvtjCZOxl9Af1aSZR0ywLSiScf7yJMmtFqeFIcFFSIAdChk7KZUCsloT4qCtThvugDRK6Rb_15BX6jLqXr160FLREJUNMUOfi6xm8KDT1ReUTjPX7zpvpPhzSfKNxIBZ3ntRO2v9izUZf_x30_XxoPJH6teqQBvlESJVNAp3ANhE38jt8wScI8d6JCILeJWgUJyTR_j3O5_d0_qi7eKY2ahF6bXfCt68ZMLkDMz_UqrZvtGLm5lUbkW5meWmzb3BZYHx8iK3z9qRAKUqFWohnd1rHdWjF4eVJi2PJ6cr28oc5vSBOrYTrbWdH4m6rhU4Sc5xKkrbsCu72fUq7SGHBavJLInR29nYwiAN94FRUvz&sai=AMfl-YTp6Q_CiYVorx2HeGqokuWGiKIGD3Co_nAcRmR3ZDJkV89bSM56zjb9k14ZNVg1nTpRRs6rVA-cn_J3swdowGToC8ZuY1cvCbu7c62fGNq5QwZR91L5As2pCr4&sig=Cg0ArKJSzE-Psu7hGYhSEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/l.php?banner=banner&banner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard&activity_name=featured-674331-campaign-microsite-2890&type=2&ebid=TXpzUlF0QU01eGVQS3NRaG9GM0dtZz09&url=https%3A%2F%2Feducation.economictimes.indiatimes.com%2Fmicrosite%2Finspired%3Fag%3Dbanner%26utm_medium%3Dbanner-dfp-leader-board-banner-leaderboard%26utm_campaign%3Dfeatured-674331-campaign-microsite-2890
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029VaApyDCDTkJvajY7oZ46?ag=top_promo&utm_source=top_promo&utm_content=WhatsApp+Channel&utm_medium=newsDetail&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=1
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/newsletter?ag=top_promo&utm_source=top_promo&utm_content=ETEducation+Newsletters&utm_medium=newsDetail&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=2
https://www.linkedin.com/company/economictimeseducation/?viewAsMember=true&ag=top_promo&utm_source=top_promo&utm_content=Follow+Us&utm_medium=newsDetail&utm_campaign=Product_Promo_Widget&utm_index=3
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/?utm_source=header_logo&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
javascript:void(0);
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/interviews?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/videos?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/higher-education?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/government-policies?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/agency/87654375/PTI


The government has said the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has also

conducted face-to-face training orientation programmes
for teachers and other stakeholders in some states during

2022-2023.

The Centre has filed an affidavit in the apex court which is hearing a

plea by Javed Abidi Foundation seeking directions to issue specific

guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities participate equally

with others in online classes.

The matter came up for hearing on Tuesday before a bench of Justices B

R Gavai and K V Viswanathan.

Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, appearing for the Centre,

referred to the government's affidavit filed in the matter.

Advocate Sanchita Ain, appearing for the petitioner, referred to the

November 8 verdict delivered by the apex court in another matter.
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In that verdict, the top court had directed the Centre to implement

mandatory accessibility standards within three months.

The bench said the issue involved in this petition "overlaps" with those

raised in the plea in which the top court had delivered the November 8

verdict.

"Therefore, it will be appropriate that both these matters are heard

together and considered simultaneously," the bench said.

It asked the apex court registry to list the plea filed by the foundation

along with the petition on which the verdict was delivered.

In its affidavit filed in the apex court, the Centre has said in order to look

into the suggestions submitted by the petitioner and to suggest the

guidelines for inclusive digital education for all, the Department of

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities had constituted an inter-

ministerial committee in February 2022.

It said in its first meeting held on February 25, 2022, the committee

constituted six sub-committees, one each at the level of the University

Grants Commission, All India Council for Technical Education, National
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Council for Teacher Education, NCERT, the Central Board of Secondary

Education and Rehabilitation Council of India to look into the

suggestions made by petitioner.

The affidavit said the committee had advised these institutions to frame

the draft guidelines to give effect to the workable suggestions by

focusing on aspects like accessibility of physical environment,

accessibility of content and training of teachers.

It said the UGC, AICTE and NCTE are regulatory bodies with respect to

universities including higher educational institutions, technical

education and teacher education respectively.

It said the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) is the regulatory body

with respect to rehabilitation education under the Department of

Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.

"The guidelines as framed by UGC and AICTE have already been

circulated to all universities/institutions," it said, adding that guidelines

instructions as have been issued by these organisations will be applicable

to respective categories of higher educational institutions.

"NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for

children with disabilities which would be applicable for school

education," it said.

The affidavit said NCTE accessibility guidelines have been issued for

compliance by respective institutions.

"RCI, which has not framed separate guidelines, has adopted and

circulated UGC guidelines to all the approved institutions to strictly

follow the same," it said.>
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New Delhi: The NCERT has brought out
guidelines for the development of e-
content for children with disabilities which
would be applicable for school education,
the Centre has told the Supreme Court.

The government has said the National
Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has also conducted
face-to-face training orientation
programmes for teachers and other
stakeholders in some states during 2022-
2023.

The Centre has filed an affidavit in the
apex court which is hearing a plea by JavedAbidi Foundation seeking directions to issue specific
guidelines to ensure that students with disabilities participate equally with others in online
classes.

The matter came up for hearing on Tuesday before a bench of Justices B R Gavai and K V
Viswanathan.

Additional Solicitor General AishwaryaBhati, appearing for the Centre, referred to the government’s
affidavit filed in the matter.

Advocate Sanchita Ain, appearing for the petitioner, referred to the November 8 verdict delivered
by the apex court in another matter.

In that verdict, the top court had directed the Centre to implement mandatory accessibility
standards within three months.

The bench said the issue involved in this petition “overlaps” with those raised in the plea in which
the top court had delivered the November 8 verdict.

“Therefore, it will be appropriate that both these matters are heard together and considered
simultaneously,” the bench said.

It asked the apex court registry to list the plea filed by the foundation along with the petition on
which the verdict was delivered.

In its affidavit filed in the apex court, the Centre has said in order to look into the suggestions
submitted by the petitioner and to suggest the guidelines for inclusive digital education for all, the
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities had constituted an inter-ministerial
committee in February 2022.

It said in its first meeting held on February 25, 2022, the committee constituted six sub-
committees, one each at the level of the University Grants Commission, All India Council for
Technical Education, National Council for Teacher Education, NCERT, the Central Board of
Secondary Education and Rehabilitation Council of India to look into the suggestions made by
petitioner.
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The affidavit said the committee had advised these institutions to frame the draft guidelines to
give effect to the workable suggestions by focusing on aspects like accessibility of physical
environment, accessibility of content and training of teachers.

It said the UGC, AICTE and NCTE are regulatory bodies with respect to universities including higher
educational institutions, technical education and teacher education respectively.

It said the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) is the regulatory body with respect to rehabilitation
education under the Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities.

“The guidelines as framed by UGC and AICTE have already been circulated to all
universities/institutions,” it said, adding that guidelines instructions as have been issued by these
organisations will be applicable to respective categories of higher educational institutions.

“NCERT has brought out guidelines for the development of e-content for children with disabilities
which would be applicable for school education,” it said.

The affidavit said NCTE accessibility guidelines have been issued for compliance by respective
institutions.

“RCI, which has not framed separate guidelines, has adopted and circulated UGC guidelines to all
the approved institutions to strictly follow the same,” it said.

Press Trust of India
Press Trust of India is lead news agency of India
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Textbooks in 22 Indian languages will popularise multilingualism
in educational institutes and workplaces
The education ministry is pushing various initiatives to develop digital study materials in all scheduled
languages

Ayushi Gupta | Posted November 21, 2024 09:00 AM

Lack of textbooks in regional languages including Hindi has emerged as the prominent reason for fewer or no
takers in courses offered in these languages. Recently, West Bengal, Kerala, and Karnataka discontinued their
regional language engineering programmes due to low enrolments. Similarly, MBBS offered in Hindi in Madhya
Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh, and Rajasthan is getting a lukewarm response. Identifying the reason for the limited
popularity of regional languages, the Ministry of Education (MoE) has introduced several initiatives to popularise
it. The Union Ministry of Education (MoE) has urged all ministries, departments, and autonomous bodies under the
central government to consider using their capacity-building funds for the promotion of Indian languages.

Speaking to Education Times, Chamu Krishna Shastry, chairman, Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, MoE, said, “The reason
for low enrolment in Indian languages may be due to several contextual factors. One prominent reason is the
unavailability of quality content materials or textbooks for engineering and medical courses in local languages. The
MoE has decided that textbooks and study materials in all the 22 scheduled Indian languages will be offered for all
the courses. The CBSE school teachers are directed to use any of the Indian languages as the medium
of instruction in the classroom. The AICTE has introduced the Anuvadini app for translating engineering and other
professional course textbooks in other languages. The Central Institute of Indian Languages (CIIL)
Mysore, in collaboration with NCERT, has published primers in 77 languages including tribal
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languages. All institutions and regulatory bodies under the MoE are collectively working to make Bhartiya Bhasha
a medium of instruction.”

The MoE directed the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) to launch the National Mission for
Mentoring (NMM) and the National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) for pre-primary, primary,
secondary, and senior secondary stages in schools, as well as for teachers in non-formal and part-time education,
adult education, and distance education. These initiatives will be available in 15 languages. Advanced AI
translation tools were such as Anuvadini, Bhashini, and Bahubhasha Shabdakosh were also launched to facilitate
the use of Indian words, phrases, and sentences in emerging domains like IT, industry, research, and education. 

Meanwhile, the MoE has instructed the accurate use of funds to promote Indian languages. “Universities are
organising various capacity-building workshops to equip NCERT experts and teachers to write books in local
languages and promote multilingual teaching-learning. MoE’s capacity-building initiatives include developing
digital materials in Indian languages for which ASMITA (Augmenting Study Materials in Indian Languages
through Translation and Academic Writing) was introduced,” Shastry adds. 

Creating multilingual ecosystem
To enhance the acceptance of professionals who have been trained and educated through regional language courses,
the MoE has directed to popularise the Indian languages at school and college levels. “The multilingual ecosystem
will generate enough literature, documents, and various other reading materials in multiple Indian languages,
fostering greater appreciation and knowledge among youth. Multilingualism will create demand for subject-
specific skills giving rise to translation-based jobs in fields such as administration, law, commerce, information
technology, business, healthcare, entertainment, media, and more,” adds Shastry.

Linguistic transition is largely driven by demand, policy, profitability, and national aspirations. “It is a
misconception that all workplaces function solely in English. Even in English-oriented workplaces, the goal is not
to replace English but to incorporate Indian languages alongside it. Around 90% of the population does not use
English as a language of communication, so making information accessible to this large segment requires an Indian
language-centred ecosystem. Multinational Corporations (MNCs) are increasingly producing content in local
languages, with major tech companies investing heavily in AI and Machine Learning (ML) for local language
applications. Future workplaces will be Indian language-centric, creating a greater demand for proficiency in
Indian languages,” he adds.

An Indian language-driven ecosystem in education will allow students to learn subjects more effectively,
as Indian languages—through their sounds, vocabulary, sentence structures, and styles—are native to the learners.
This multilingual ecosystem will not only equip students with the necessary knowledge and skills for their chosen
fields but also make them linguistically proficient in context-specific language usage. Shastry says, “Fostering an
environment where youth can learn in their native languages while accessing career opportunities is crucial.
An Indian language-centred ecosystem envisions promoting Indian languages across all areas of education and
work, harnessing the country’s multilingual assets. Many Indian workplaces primarily use local languages, and
youth educated in Indian languages will be better equipped to meet workplace demands with high communication
efficiency.”
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NCERT to revise text books for class 6 again
Joe Jacob

Representative image: iStock/gopixa

The NCERT is set to revise the textbooks for class 6 introduced this year, following
criticism that the content provided is insufficient for students. Additional chapters will
be added to the Mathematics and Social Science books to plug these gaps.

Last year, the Central government engaged an expert committee to develop a new set
of textbooks based on an updated syllabus. These revised books were distributed to
classes 3 and 6 this year. These books, including 'Ganitha Prakash' for class six became
available only in August.

However, experts reviewing the textbooks found significant omissions in the
mathematics curriculum, particularly in topics like decimal numbers, algebra, and
ratios. They also pointed to a limited number of training exercises for students in this
book. As a result, a chapter on decimal numbers is confirmed for inclusion, though it
remains unclear if additional chapters on algebra and ratios will be added.
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The Social Science textbook will also see updates to include more comprehensive
information. In the new edition, chapters on historical figures such as Ashoka and the
Maurya Dynasty were notably condensed. Previously, students studied history,
geography, and civics through three separate textbooks. However, the revised syllabus
introduced a single textbook titled 'Exploring Society: India and Beyond'.
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CBSE schools in Kochi adopt fun emoji-
based assessments for kindergarten kids
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I n a move aimed at making evaluations more engaging and less

stressful, several CBSE schools in Kochi have introduced a

creative way to assess the performance of young students. Instead of

the traditional marks or grades, emojis and stars are now being used

to evaluate children from Pre-KG to Class 2.

This innovative assessment system, implemented from the current

academic year, is designed to measure students' progress through

activities rather than written exams. School authorities believe that

these visual symbolsâ��like clapping hands, stars, or

CBSE schools in Kochi adopt fun emoji-based assessments for kindergarten kids
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trophiesâ��make feedback more exciting and memorable for

children.

"Using emojis and stars has received an overwhelmingly positive

response from parents and students alike," said a teacher at a CBSE

school in Kochi. "These visual cues not only motivate students but

also reduce the anxiety associated with traditional grades."

The change is in line with the foundational stage guidelines under

the New Education Policy (NEP). TP Ibrahim Khan, president of the

CBSE Management Association, stated that the new system aims to

enhance essential skills such as communication, active learning, and

overall well-being. "This method is not just about academic growth

but also about fostering emotional and social development," he

explained.

While the CBSE board has not issued formal directives for

implementing the system nationwide, many schools have embraced

the change proactively. Integrated assessment strategies were

designed through teacher workshops to ensure a smooth transition.

"Receiving a star or wearing it on their uniform can instil a sense of

pride in students," Khan added, highlighting how this initiative ties

into the NEP's emphasis on holistic development during the

foundation years.

With this fresh approach, schools hope to encourage young learners

to enjoy the process of learning, free from the pressures of

conventional evaluations.

(With PTI inputs)
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Bagless days encourage students to have a relaxed
approach to learning
They get an opportunity for cultural visits, learn a craft, talk about menstrual hygiene,
physical health, and self-image as they walk in without books

Priyadarshini Gupta | Posted November 23, 2024 09:02 AM

Several schools are rolling out the ‘bagless days’ initiative, an important part of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 that recommends at least 10 such days
annually. In 2022, the initiative was introduced as a pilot project by the Ministry of
Education and NCERT and it has been recently launched by Delhi’s Directorate of
Education (DoE). Bagless days aim at taking a break from regular academic routines,
providing students with hands-on learning experiences focused on creativity, critical
thinking, and vocational skills. Activities often include cultural visits, exposure to local
artisans and crafts, and practical life skills, fostering a well-rounded development of
students.
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Although the initiative ensures hands-on learning experiences and reduces academic
stress, a few experts feel that challenges may arise for under-resourced schools due to
inadequate facilities, and a shortage of trained instructors. There are also chances that
it might disrupt structured learning routines, potentially hindering academic progress.

Pilot project
In July 2024, the Ministry of Education released guidelines for the implementation of
bagless days for classes VI to VIII to encourage experiential learning. Saurabh
Prakash, a member of Bhopal-based PSS Central Institute of Vocational Education
(PSSCIVE), says, “PSSCIVE, the vocational education unit of the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), ran a pilot in 2022 across Madhya
Pradesh and Gujarat. Along with SCERT, feedback from schools was collected to
introduce this initiative across India by issuing guidelines and activities on different
themes. Many states have modified it according to their local needs. While SCERT
Gujarat and Telangana had shown great interest in the initiative, holding online
meetings with the PSSCIVE, other states such as Bihar, and Uttarakhand are slowly
starting to implement the guidelines in their schools.”

Seeking feedback
Activities have been carefully chosen to incorporate local knowledge and traditional
skills, offering students exposure to historical, cultural, and vocational experiences,
such as visits to monuments and interactions with local artists. “These activities are not
graded; instead, teachers are encouraged to observe and support students' unique
capabilities through informal assessments. Students document their learning
experiences, and outcomes are communicated to parents and the school community
through parent-teacher meetings, school websites, and social media. Furthermore,
schools actively seek feedback from teachers and students, ensuring continuous
improvement in the initiative,” says Prakash.

Positive outcome
Alka Kapur, principal Modern Public School, Shalimar Bagh, Delhi, says, “We started
the initiative as pilot project in the last academic session for classes VI to VIII. After the
government’s recent announcement, the school will implement it from preschool to
class VIII. Students have shown physical and mental benefits as they focus on
interactive and stress-free learning experiences. Such measures effectively promote
skills such as teamwork, communication, and problem-solving. We have also seen
signs of increased engagement and reduced absenteeism. Some schools also conduct
regular assessments or surveys to assess student satisfaction with various activities.”

In Karnataka, the implementation of the bagless days initiative is under way. A state
government official says, “The Karnataka education department has been gradually
introducing bagless days since 2022, where students can engage in activities beyond

138



regular academics. While many government schools have started implementing this on
specific days, the full statewide rollout and integration vary.”

Vanitha Lokesh, principal of BMN Public School, Bengaluru, told Education Times, “We
have not received any circular so far from the government, and many schools are yet to
adopt the initiative in the state. Also, we believe in the concept of bagful days, which
helps in consistent learning and fostering discipline. With structured lessons, bagful
days can help children build foundational knowledge. Logistical challenges also remain
for several schools, including the need for teacher training to facilitate non-academic
discussions effectively and aligning bagless day activities with the regular curriculum.”

Skilling needs
Praneet Mungali, trustee and secretary, Sanskriti Group Schools, Pune, who
introduced the initiative in 2023, says, “While experiential learning is central to the
programme, it also promotes a balanced approach between academics and
extracurriculars, fostering a stress-free learning environment. Throughout the academic
year, students in classes VI to VIII engage in hands-on activities like carpentry, pottery,
electrical work, and gardening, connecting them with India’s diverse cultural and
occupational heritage. This exposure aims to prepare young learners for a modern
economy by bridging the skills gap in a country where 65% of the population is under
35.” 

Recent NCERT survey and pilot project outcomes revealed a positive response with
91.86% of students, parents and teachers highlighting that the focus was more on
mental growth and enhancement of social skills. In all, 86.63% feel reduced academic
stress, and 88.95% feel it bridges classroom knowledge and real-life application, said
Mungali. Implementing 'bagless days' in under-resourced schools can pose specific
challenges, including limited funds, facilities, and trained instructors. “With nearly 85%
of Indian schools lacking vocational courses, bridging this gap requires strategic
allocation of funds, partnerships, and effective use of digital technology,” he says.

The Maharashtra government also recently announced plans to implement bagless
days, which will likely start from the next academic session. Sanjay Patil, Mumbai
division president, Maharashtra State Secondary and Higher Secondary School
Principals’ Association, says, “The initiative might hinder academic progress by
disrupting the structured learning routine of the students. Schools, especially those with
limited resources, may face challenges in providing adequate training for teachers to
facilitate these sessions effectively. Without consistent support and guidance, bagless
days could become superficial rather than meaningful, risking an educational gap and
failing to deliver intended benefits.” The schools will have to make effective use of the
zero period for such activities to avoid disrupting core academic focus, he adds.
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Real-world concerns
Meanwhile, Arunachal Pradesh introduced bagless Saturdays in schools with the vision
of encouraging students to engage with topics that extend beyond the standard
curriculum, focusing on real-world concerns which are relevant to every age group.
Reach to Teach, a social organisation has been working with Arunachal Pradesh and
Meghalaya to promote bagless days by creating a space where students can talk freely
about issues that matter to them. Ratna Viswanathan, CEO, Reach to Teach, says,
“For older students, discussions often address subjects such as menstrual hygiene,
physical health, and self-image, while younger students explore topics such as cyber
safety and social media use. Each module is tailored to the interests and needs of the
specific age group, ensuring that the conversations are relatable. The conversations
are driven by the students themselves. This initiative has been well-received, with
students appreciating the chance to discuss issues they previously felt uncomfortable
with.”
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The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has introduced comprehensive guidelines for

developing e-content tailored for children with disabilities, aiming to enhance inclusivity in school education. Additionally,

the NCERT has conducted in-person orientation programmes for teachers and stakeholders across various states during

2022-2023 to support this initiative, the Centre informed the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court is currently hearing a petition filed by the Javed Abidi Foundation, which calls for specific directives to

ensure students with disabilities can participate equally in online education. On Tuesday, a bench comprising Justices B R

Gavai and K V Viswanathan suggested that this petition be heard alongside another case where the apex court had, on

November 8, directed the Centre to implement mandatory accessibility standards within three months.

The court noted that the issues in both matters overlap and instructed its registry to list them together for simultaneous

consideration. The Centre's affidavit highlighted that an inter-ministerial committee was established in February 2022 by the

Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities to address inclusive digital education.

In its inaugural meeting on February 25, 2022, the committee formed six sub-committees under organisations such as the

University Grants Commission (UGC), the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), the National Council for

Teacher Education (NCTE), NCERT, the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), and the Rehabilitation Council of

India (RCI). These bodies were tasked with drafting actionable guidelines, focusing on physical accessibility, content

accessibility, and teacher training.

The affidavit detailed that the UGC and AICTE have already disseminated their guidelines to higher education institutions.

The NCTE issued accessibility guidelines to its affiliated institutions, while the RCI adopted the UGC guidelines for its

approved institutions. NCERT’s guidelines specifically cater to school education, addressing the unique needs of children with

disabilities.

This collaborative effort underscores the government’s commitment to fostering equitable access to education and ensuring

compliance with accessibility standards across various educational levels.
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The All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), Ministry of Education Innovation
Cell (MIC), and CBSE have launched the third edition of the "Innovation, Design, and
Entrepreneurship (IDE) Bootcamp," aimed at fostering innovation and entrepreneurship...Read More

NEW DELHI: The All India Council for

Technical Education (

), the Department of School

Education and Literacy (DoSEL), and the Ministry of Education Innovation Cell

(MIC), in collaboration with the CBSE and NCERT, have officially launched the third

edition of the "Innovation, Design, and Entrepreneurship (IDE) Bootcamp." This

initiative targets secondary and senior secondary school students, teachers, and

principals, aiming to foster a culture of innovation and entrepreneurship across

schools.

The bootcamp was inaugurated by Dr. Abhay Jere, Vice Chairman of AICTE and

Chief Innovation Officer of MIC, alongside Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, Head of PARAKH,

NCERT, and Dr. Biswajit Saha, Director of Skill Education & Training at CBSE. The

program, in partnership with the Wadhwani Foundation, is designed to equip

participants with the skills necessary for identifying human-centric opportunities,

applying design thinking tools, and creating innovative solutions that address real-

world problems.

Dr. Jere highlighted the importance of nurturing student innovators, noting that

schools, with the support of forward-thinking principals, play a key role in

fostering problem-solvers who will drive change in India. He emphasized the need

for students to tackle societal challenges, such as electricity conservation, waste

management, and resource optimization, through innovative thinking.

In her address, Prof. Indrani Bhaduri from NCERT expressed her support for the

initiative, stating that the IDE Bootcamp will contribute significantly to India’s

AICTE
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position in the global innovation landscape by empowering a new generation of

entrepreneurs.

The two-day bootcamp will be held in three phases across multiple locations until

December 7, 2024. The first phase of the program is scheduled from November

22-23 in Indore, Jaipur, Srinagar, Durg, Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Chennai,

Hyderabad, and Dehradun. The second phase will take place from November 29-

30 in cities including Rajahmundry, Guwahati, Gurugram, and Kolkata. The final

phase will occur on December 6-7 in Lucknow.

Throughout the bootcamp, participants will engage in workshops, group activities,

and immersive sessions, where they will learn essential skills for launching

customer-centric products and services, as well as explore the Indian

entrepreneurial landscape. The program aims to inspire students to use innovation

as a tool to shape a better future for themselves and their communities.
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Tripura: NCERT PARAKH and PHDCCI Conduct Workshop
on ‘Vocational Education’ in Agartala

 23rd November 2024  No Comments  Posted in Featured, Northeast, Tripura

 Abhijit Nath, NET Correspondent, Tripura

Agartala, November 23, 2024: A two-day workshop organized by NCERT PARAKH in collaboration with the PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry

(PHDCCI), New Delhi was held from November 21 to 22, 2024 at PM SHRI Kamini Kumar Singha Memorial School under West Tripura District.

The workshop aimed to highlight the importance of vocational education as a vital component of holistic development, as emphasized by the National

Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE).
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The workshop saw the participation of 80 students from classes IX and X. The inaugural session commenced on November 21 at 9:30 am with a

traditional lamp-lighting ceremony and the singing of the National Anthem. Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, CEO of NCERT PARAKH, conveyed her best wishes

for the successful conduct of the workshop. Shalini S. Sharma, Assistant Secretary General of PHDCCI, articulated the workshop’s objectives in her

speech.

“We are here to equip students with the necessary skills and knowledge to explore non-traditional career options,” Sharma stated. She was joined by

Utpal Chakraborty, Joint SPD of Samagra Shiksha, Tripura, who emphasized the significance of vocational education in today’s educational landscape.

“Vocational education is key to the holistic development of our students,” Chakraborty remarked.

Palash Sen, Joint Secretary of PHDCCI, New Delhi, also addressed the attendees, highlighting the collaborative efforts to advance vocational training.

“This workshop is a step towards creating a skilled and knowledgeable workforce ready to tackle the challenges of the 21st century,” Sen said.
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Present at the inaugural session were Rupan Ray, District Education Officer (I/C) of West Tripura District, Shib Shankar Paul, Headmaster and Kishor

Datta, Assistant Headmaster of PM SHRI Kamini Kumar Singha Memorial School. The workshop, conducted by resource persons from NCERT

PARAKH, aimed to guide students on career prospects, with a particular focus on artificial intelligence (AI) and its applications.

Students were encouraged to consider non-conventional career paths based on skills and vocational courses. The various career opportunities

presented by the 36 registered sector skills councils of the National Skill Development Corporation, New Delhi, were elaborated upon.

The second day of the workshop delved deeper into AI and its practical uses. Activities centered around the 4Cs of soft skills—critical thinking,

communication, collaboration, and creativity—were conducted to enhance students’ knowledge and readiness for future careers.

This workshop marks a significant effort in empowering students with the skills necessary to excel in diverse vocational fields, thereby contributing to

their holistic development and future success.

 Tags: Agartala, Kamini Kumar Singha Memorial School, National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE), NCERT, New Delhi, PARAKH, PHDCCI,

PM SHRI, Session, Tripura, Vocational Education, West Tripura District, Workshop
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Kerala POSCO report highlights lack of child safety in homes, schools 
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
KOCHI 

Tnstances of sexual abuse of 
lchildren in Kerala are on an 

upward spiral, leaving them 
unsafe even in schools and 
homes. According to a report 
released by the Kerala State 
Commission for the 
Protection of Child Rights 
recently, ly, 21 per cent of such 
cases were reported 
children's homes, and four 
per cent in schools. The 
alarming revelations have 
prompted the state's child 
rights panel to raise 
awareness about child 

24 Nombe 22y, fa 

at 

Children from Sexual 
Offences (POCSO) Act 
analysed, 988 (21 per cent) 
incidents occurred in the 
children's homes, 725 (15 per 
cent) in the accused's homes, 
and 935 (20 per cent) in 
public places," it said. In the 
report, it was noted that in 
173 cases, the place inime took 

139 in 
vehicles, 146 at various other 
locations, and 166 incidents 
in isolated 
Additionally, 60 cases were 
reported in hotels, 72 in 
friends' homes, 73 in religious 
institutions, 16 in hospitals, 

nt in oer cent ar,s Pnetitutions childcare 
However, in 791 (17 per cent) 
cases, information about the 

areas. 

crime was not available, the 
report added. In 2023, a total 
of 4,663 POCSO cases were 
reported across Kerala. 
According to police data, 
Thiruvananthapuram district 
recorded the highest number 
of while 
Pathanamthitta district had 
the lowest. the ren 

cases, 

Of the 4.663 POCSO cases 
reported in the year, 4,701 ere 
survivors, indicating that 
many cases involved more 
than one victim. "This 
highlights the need to educate 
children about the POCSO 
Act a and child-friendly 
procedures, providing them self-defense 

along with 

training," the report stated. 
As per the figures, the cases 

are on the rise as 3,322 cases 
were reported 2021 and 
4.583 in 2022. It was 3,616 
cases in 2019 and 3030 in 
2020. The Commission found 
that, out of 4,582 cases 
analysed during the specified 
period, involving 5,002 

individuals, the 
relationship between the 
child victims and the accused 
was categorised as follows: 
873 were kn0wn to the 
children, 631 
neighbours, 439 were family 
members, 435 were relatives, 
477 were friends, 692 were 
romantic partners, 210 were 

896 were undocumented or 
teachers, 305 were strangers, 

unidentified, and 36 were 

acc 

were 

data underscores that the 
safety, protection, and well-
being of children can only be 
effectively ensured if parents, 
relatives, society, police, and 
the government aligenty fulfilf their respon: 
without failure, the report 
added. Of the 4,701 victims 
reported during the year, 
3,972 (85 per cent) were girls, 
while 659 (14 per cent) were 
boys. Gender information 
was unavailable for 70 
children (one per cent), as it 
was not included in the 
report submitted to the Commission by the police. 
The data highlights that girls 
are disproportionately 
vulnerable to sexual assault. 

focused on raising awareness and police officials, he said. 
about child abuse as part of Nazeer Chaliyam, former 
the recomnendations member of the Kerala State 

outlined in the repo of Child Rights, said the 
Commission for Protection 

, 1574 (39 per c t) were children are being 
10 to 14, and (48 their homes and public 

per cent) were aged 15 to 18. places, society has the 
Besides, two (0.03 per cent) responsibility to prevent this. 
children with unclear or To address this, we have 
undocumented ages were for training provided 
also victims. This highlights Kudumbashree workers on 
the need for parents and the Juvenile ustice Act, 
guardians to focus on POCSO Act, child 
enhancing children's ability good parenting in seven 
to respond to uncomfortable districts of the state, and it 
situations and providing age- will in the 
appropriate safety awareness. remaining districts," Kumar 

children who survived sexual 
abuse, 73 (two per cent) were 
aged four to six, 423 ( nine 
per cent) were aged five to 
nine, 

continue 

"As 

We 

government should intervene 
and initiate the necessary 
measures to address the 
issues highlighted by the 
commission in the repoL. "As 
per Section 16 the 
Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights, the report should be laid before the state 
Assembly along with the 
recommendations and the 

taken by the 
commission, So that the 
government can initiate the 
required measures for the redressal of the matters raised in it," he told 

action 

among parents, teachers and 
police officers. "Out of 4,663 

cases under Protection of van, bus, or auto drivers. This Raising concerns of the 

Manoj Kumar, told PdI. Besides, Chairperson of the Kerala provided awareness for child 
State Commission for protection committee rotection of Child Rignts, ts teachers, parents 
Pro in block 
said the commission is now 
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India's founding document 
sparked a social revolution 

The process of incorporating the 
aspirations of ordinary people into 
the Constitution began through social movements spearheaded by 
Jyotiba Phule and BR Ambedkar 

Anurag 
Bhaskar 

he Constitution of India is an 
embodiment of the aspira 
tions of its citizens. These 
aspirations were also 
reflected in the long and 
painstaking process through 

which the Constitution came into being. 
This process, however, didn't begin on 
December 9, 1946, when the first session 
of the Constituent Assembly was gav 
elled into existence. 

Debates and discussions on what 
should be incorporated into the Constitu 
tion started in the 19th century itself. 
Social movements played a crucial role in 
shaping the constitutional discourse, lay 
ing down the foundations of equality, dig 
nity, socialjustice, and equal opportunity 
for any future document to govern a yet 
to-be-born republic. The movements, led 
by Jyotiba Phule and Dr BR Ambedkar, 
respectively, in different periods of history 

are representative of the 
direct impact of social 
movements on the fram 
ing of the Constitution. 

Phule's constitutional 
project took inspiration 
from the 13th Amend 
ment (1865) to the Ameri 
can Constitution, which 
abolished the slavery of 
African Americans. In 
1873, Phule wrote a semi 

nal book, titled Gulamgiri (translated as 
slavery), with a dedication to "the good 
people of the United States as a token of 
admiration for their sublime disinterested 
and selfsacrificing devotion in the cause" 
of slavery. Phule also hoped that the 
oppressor communities in India would 
follow a similar track in abolishing 
untouchability and emancipating the 
oppressed castes. Gulamgiri was a sharp 
critique of India's caste system and 
oppression. 

CONSTITUTION 
@75 

In the same year, Phule also started the 
Satyashodhak Samaj (the truth seekers 
society) movement to unite the oppressed 
castes, promote their education, and build 
an alternative vision of an equal society. He further advocated before the British 
government for free and compulsory edu-
cation forall. In 1882, he submitted to the 
Hunter Commission a document that 
asked the administration to "be kind 
enough to sanction measures for the 
spread of female primary education". 

Dr. Ambedkar built further on Phule's 
legacy in demanding constitutional rights 

BRAmbedkar and Rajendra Prasad, two of the stalwarts of the Constituent Assembly. 

for the oppressed castes. Before the South 
borough Cornmittee in 1919, Dr Ambedkar 
insisted on universal adult franchise (vot 
ing rights) for all Indians. Rejecting the 
contention that "franchise should be 
given to those only who can be expected 
to make an intelligent use ofiet, he argued 
that franchise would promote the political 
awakening of the marginalised communi 
ties, who had long been excluded from 
politics and the social mainstream. 

The two Mahad Satyagraha led by Dr 
Ambedkar in 1927 established the 
groundwork for the non-discrimination 
principle and broadened the constitu 
tional imagination of rights. The Satyag 
raha was a challenge to the age-old prac 
tice of restricting Dalits from accessing 
water from a public source used by 
oppressor castes. Dr Ambedkar regarded 
the access to public places and water 
resources as a fundamental civil right. 

In March 1927, thousands of oppressed 
castes walked several kilometres, under 
the leadership of Dr. Ambedkar, to drink 
water from the Chavdar tank, which was 
made open to everyone by the Mahad 
municipality in Maharashtra. However, 
after the gathering drank water from the 
tank, it was attacked by a large crowd of 
people from the oppressor castes, who 
came with sticks and stones. Later, the 
oppressor castes performed purification 
of the water tank by chanting hymns, 
while taking out the water from the tank 
in pots. This was seen by Dr Ambedkar as 
an effort to demoralise the Dalits in 
demanding their rights. 

Dr Ambedkar then launched a second 
Satyagraha in Mahad in December 1927. 
During this gathering, he presented cer 
tain resolutions prepared by him before 
hand. These reaolutions highlighted the 

principles that all human beings were 
born equal; the use of public roads, pub 
lic schools, public water sources and 
temples i s is open to all; and that the law 
should be equally applicable to all". 
These are the modern principles of 
equality before law and equal protection 
of laws, and non-discrimination, which 
were later incorporated in Articles 14 
and 15 of the Constitution. The second 
Mahad Satyagraha also rejected the 

During the Round Table conferences in 
London in the early 1930s, Dr Ambedkàr 
presented a clause on non-diserimination 
and equal access to public places, which 
were inspired not only by Mahad Satyag-
raha, but the words of the American Civil 
Rights Act of 1875. His negotiations at the 
Conference, and later with Mahatma Gan 
dhi, led to the reservation of seats for Dal 
its in Parliament and state assemblies. 
This framework was expanded later in 
the Constitution by providing for the res 
ervation of seats for backward classes, 
including the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes, in government services 
and educational institutions. 

Around this time, Dr. Ambedkar also 
Wrote a landmark lecture titled "Annihila 
tion of Caste" as part of his advocacy 
against caste oppression, but refused to 
deliver it after the organisers asked him to 
tone down his content. Later published as 
abook in 1936, it conceptualiseda society 
based on iberty, equality and fraternity" 
As he elaboarated in this treatise, frater 
nity was "only another name for democ 
racy". 

These ideas garnered through the anti 

Dr Ambedkar to the Constituent Assem 
caste social movements were brought by 

HTARCHIVE 

bly. Similarly, other members of the 
assembly carried forward the demands 
from anti-colonial struggle, women's 
movements, Adivasi movements, and 
peasant movements. In effect, social 
movements were instrumental in decid 
ing the fate of the final text of several con 
stitutional provisions such as equality, 
free speech, freedom of conscience and 
social reform, universal adult franchise, 
constitutional remedies, and even the Pre 
amble. 

The broader principles embedded in 
the Constitution, influenced by earlier 
pre-independence social movements, 

were invoked by subsequent movements to advocate for enhanced constitutional 
safeguards and rights for citizens. Post-in 
dependence social movements have led to 
the enactment of laws to prohibit and pre vent atrocities against Dalits and Adivasis, utlaw manual Sdional institu 

, and provide 
adequate quotas 
tions for other backward classes. Several pieces of legislation, such as the law pro 

These vigmettes hint at why the Indian Constitution is a unique document-one that lays the legal foundation of a republic but more importantly creates a just and equitable social landscape for that repub lic to stand and thrive on. This is why pio neering American constitutionalist Gran ville Austin called the Constitution prima rily a social document, one that he described as the cornerstone of a nation. 
Anurag Bhaskar is the author of 

The Foresighted Ambedkar: Ideas That Shaped Indian Constitution Discourse. 
The views expressed are persanal. 

authority of"Manusmriti" as Dr Ambed 
kar publicly burnt it. 

viding the right to information, have been 
passed due to the efforts of civil society led movements. 
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The Constitution still thrives, let it show India the way 
his month marks the 75th anniversary of the adoption by the Constituent Assembly of the draft Constitution of 
India, on November 26, 1949. The Union government has announced that it intends to commemorate this momentous occasion with a special joint sitting of Parliament. There are bound to be several self-congratulatory speeches, from all sides of our fractious political divide. But the speech that should haunt us all is that of the principal draftsman of the Constitution, B.R. Ambedkar, on the eve of the Constitution's adoption. On November 25, 1949, in his magisterial summation of the work of the Drafting Committee he chaired, and before commending its work to the Assembly, he pointedly observed: "however good a Constitution may be, it is sure to turn out bad because those who are called to 

work it, happen to be a bad lot. However bad a 
Constitution may be, it may turn out to be good if 
those who are called to workit, happen to be a good lot." 

The working of the Constitution, Dr. Ambedkar pointed out, depended on how the people and the political parties applied it. The drafters had made provision for relatively easy amendment, so as to permit the document to keep up with the 
needs of the times. But the rest depended on the 
way successive generations of its custodians 
chose to implement it. 

The lacunae that B.R. Ambedkar identifed 
Dr. Ambedkar highlighted the fact that "there is 
complete absence of two things in Indian society" - equality and fraternity. "On the 26th of January 1950," he declared, "we are going to enter into a life of contradictions. In politics we will have 
equality and in social and economic life we will have inequality. In politics we will be recognizing the principle of one man one vote and one vote one value. In our social and economic life, we 
shall, by reason of our social and economic 
structure, continue to deny the principle of one man one value. How long shall we continue to 
live this life of contradictions? How long shall we 
continue to deny equality in our social and 
economic life?" 

In calling for a social and not merely political democracy to emerge from the Constitution, Dr. 
Ambedkar stressed the absence of fraternity as the second major ingredient that was missing in India. "Fraternity means a sense of common brotherhood of all Indians of Indians being one people. It is the principle which gives unity and solidarity to social life." But thanks to the caste system - the entire structure of caste, he averred, 
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Indians is that 
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draftsman on 
the eve of the 
Constitution's 
adoption 
people and 
political parties 
making it work 

was »anti-national' - religious divisions and the 
absence of a common sense of nationhood 
among some Indians, fraternity had not yet been achieved. But it was indispensable, since liberty, equality and fraternity were all intertwined and could not flourish independently of one another. "Without equality' he pointed out, liberty would produce the supremacy of the few over the many. Equality without liberty would kill individual initiative. Without 

fraternity, liberty would produce the 
Supremacy of the few over the many. 
Without fraternity, liberty and equality could not become a natural course of things. It would require a constable to 
enforce them." 

What has changed 
Today, 75 years later, it is well worth asking what . progress we have made to achieve the aims of the 
Constitution's drafters, and in particular to fill the lacunae that Dr. Ambedkar identified. Equality has advanced, no doubt, with the abolition of 
untouchability being accompanied by the world's 
oldest and farthest-reaching affirmative action 
programme, in the form of reservations, initially for Scheduled Castes and then for the Other 
Backward Classes (OBC). These reservations, which were initially intended to be temporary, have now been entrenched in our system and may be said to be politically unchallengeable. But the task of promoting social and economic equality, which Dr. Ambedkar pointed to, is far from complete. The clamour for further 
opportunities for those who believe that Indian 
society continues to deny them the equality of outcomes that the numberS warrant, continues to roil our politics. The escalating demand for a 
caste census is bound to have further 
implications for the evolution of India's 
constitutional practice. 

Yet, by reifying caste reservations, India has 

promoted equality but arguably undermined 
fraternity. Fraternity had a special place in Dr. 
Ambedkar's vision; the word was, in many ways, 
his distinctive contribution to India's 
constitutional discourse. It also had an economic 
dimension, with the implicit idea that the assets 
of the better-off would be used to uplift the 

Constitution 
DAY 

As for fraternity, the mobilisation of votes in our contentious democracy in the name of caste, creed, region and language have ensured that the social and psychological sense of oneness that Dr. Ambedkar spoke about, is still, at best, a work in progress. But there is no doubt that the sense of 
nationhood that he felt had not yet come into existence has now become embedded across the country. One only needs to look at the crowds ata cricket match involving the Indian team, or the national outrage and mourning after an 
international conflict such as the Kargil war 
(1999) or the Galwan incident (2020), to be aware that there is a strong sense of nationhood despite the persistence of local or sectarian identities. 

untouchables and other unfortunates. 
Fraternity would both result from and 
lead to the erosion of social and caste 
hierarchies. But, as the sociologist 
Dipankar Gupta has argued, the 
extension of reservations to the OBCs 
saw caste as 'an important political 
resource to be plumbed in perpetuity'. 

Professor Gupta avers that this 'is not in the spirit 
of enlarging fraternity, as the Ambedkar 
proposals are'; while Dr. Ambedkar's ultimate 
aim was the annihilation of caste from Indian 
society, for Mandal, caste was not to be 
"removed", but to be �represented": It 
entrenched caste rather than eliminating it from public life. 

Highs and worrying lows 
This debate may well go on. Still, we can be grateful that the ascent to power of the very elements of Indian politics who had initially rejected the Constitution has not resulted in its abandonment. There is a certain irony to a 
Bharatiya Janata Party government celebrating a document that its forebears in the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh and the Jana Sangh had found �un-Indian" and devoid of soul. That soul has evolved over 75 years and 106 amendments, and the Constitution still thrives. But the hollowing out of many of the institutions created by the Constitution, the diminishing of Parliament, pressures on the judiciary and the undermining of the democratic spirit -leading to the V-Derm Institute labelling India as an "electoral autocracy", policed by the �constable" Dr. Ambedkar warned against - mean that much still remains to be done by its custodians. "Independence," Dr. Ambedkar said in concluding his memorable speech, "is no doubta matter ofjoy. But let us not forget that this independence has thrown on us great responsibilities. By independence, we have lost the excuse of blaming the British for anything going wrong. If hereafter things go wrong, we wil have nobody to blame except ourselves" Seventy-five years later, let us vow to the reduce the number of things we need to blame ourselves for and let the Constitution show us the way. 
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26 Novembel 
FROM THE ARCHIVES 

The Constitution has always been secular 
both in spirit and in letter 
Nany, such as former Home Minister Rajnath Singh, have cited that the original text of 1949 did not have the word 'secularism' in it, but the principle has been implicit in the constitutional framework since the start, though it was offcially introduced only through the 42nd Amendment in 1977 

A child pavs tribute to B.R. Ambedkar during the Constitution Day celebrations organised by the TDP in Mangalagiri. THE HINDUsM 
Sanjay Hegde 

In light of the Supreme Court judgement 
affirming secularism and socialism in the 
Preamble of the Constitution, here is an 
Op-Ed piece published in The Hindu in 

o16 that �eait wif the Constitution 
th the role of secularism 

throughout 
and the Constituent Assembly. 

n November 26, Constitution 
Day, Union Home Minister 
Kanath Singh h bemoaned in 
Parliament that secularism 

was the "most misused" term in the 

country. "The framers of the Constitution 
did not include the words 'secular' and 
'socialist because these values were 
(already) part of Indian civilisation" said 
Mr. Singh. He was essentially voicing a 
belief that secularism was alien to the 
Constitution, and that it was only during 
the Emergency that secularism stealthily 
crept into the Constitution. That belief, 
though popular, is not right. 

ion worked The framers of the 
against the backdrop of two great 
instances of human carnage - World War 
II and the Partition of India. Both were 
the result of an insistence on 
distinctiveness of group identities and 
their consequent territorial demarcations, 
which excluded those who did not fal 
within the dominant group. 
Simultaneously, the process of integration 
of princely states meant that people not 
exposed to even limited democracy 
became voters of a republic that promised 

The Mindu, lag 

all. In a nascent republc, wod in the had for the first time been 

diverse, heterogenous people of the 
subcontinent, the Constituent Assembly 
became a trustee and demarcator of the 
extent of that power. The document that 
they produced after two years of intense 
debate and labour had words of comfort 
for everyone. 

power 

A constitutional value 
Secularism is implicit in the entire 
constitutional framework. What does 
secularism in the Indian Constitution 
mean? The question admits of no easy 
answer and cannot be restricted to 
textual interpretation alone. It is a 

constitutional value that seeks to manage 
India's diverse and plural society, in an 
atmosphere of cohesiveness of national 
purpose. 

The guarantee of equality in Article 14; 
the promise of non-discrimination in 
Articles 15 and 16; protection from 

religious taxes and religious instruction in 
state-funded institutions set in Articles 27 
and 28; the permission of educational 
institutions of choice to linguistic and 
religious minorities in Articles 29 and 30: 
the promise of equal ballots devoid of 
sectional preferences in Article 325� all 
make for a constitutional architecture 
which is devoid of any religious 
preference whatsoever. God is 
significantly absent throughout the 
Constitution. 

There are however provisions which 
seek to enforce equality within the Hindu 
religion in Articles 17 and 25(2)(b). 

ce to Hindu sentiments on cow 
slau is also provided for in Article 

48, as is the pious hope for a uniform civil 
code in Article 44. Taken as a whole 
package, the constitutional vision of 
secularism is one of principled 
equidistance from all religious matters, 
while at the same time regulating its 
practice in a manner consistent with the 
demands of a modern society. Crucially, 
in Article 25(2)(a), we can find 
constitutional permission for the state to 
regulate or restrict �any economic, 
financial, political or other secular activity 
which may be associated with religious 

Debate over amendment 
Thus, it is fallacious to argue that the 
original Constitution as adopted, enacted 
and given to ourselves on November 26, 
1949, was not a secular document. The 
inclusion in the Preamble of the words 
"socialist" and "secular" by the 42nd 
Amendment on January 3, 1977, only 
headlined what was already present in 
the original text of the Constitution. We 
must also remember that the Preamble 
itself was drafted only after the 
Constitution was approved by the 
Constituent Assembly. The Preamble thus 
became a one-page mission statement of 
the republic's intent. 

In fact, there is an illuminating 
discussion in the Constituent Assembly 
debates of November 15, 1949, when 
Professor KT. Shah wanted to incude the 
words "secular, federal, socialist" in 
Article 1 of the Constitution, the article 
that now reads, "India, that is Bharat, 
shall be a Union of States..." 

Prof. Shah said, �As regards the secular 
character of the state, we have been told 
time and again from every platform that 
ours is a secular state. If that is true, if that 
holds good, I do not see why the term 
could not be added or inserted in the 
Constitution itself, Itselt, once again, to guard 
against any possibility of 
misunderstanding or misapprehension... 
The secularity of the state must be 
stressed in view not only of the unhappy 
experiences we had last year and in the 
years before and the excesses to which, in 

the name of religion, communalism or 
sectarianism can go, butI intend also to 
emphasise by this description the 
character and nature of the state which 
we are constituting today." 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar, in reply, said, "Mr 
Vice-President, Sir, I regret that I cannot 
accept the amendment of Prof. K.T. Shah 
My objections, stated briefly, are two. In 
the first place the Constitution, as I stated 
in my opening speech in support of the 
motion I made before the House, is 
mere erely a mechanism for the purpose of regulating the Kof the various organs 
of the state. It is not a mechanism 

whereby particular members or 
particular parties are installed in offce. 
What should be the policy of the state, 
how the society should be organised in its 
social and economic side, are matters 
which must be decided by the people 

themselves according to time and 
circumstances. It cannot be laid down in 
the Constitution itself, because that is 
destroying democracy altogether. If you 
state in the Constitution that the social 
organisation of the state shall take a 
particular form, you are, in my judgment, 
taking away the liberty of the people to 
decide what should be the social 
organisation in which they wish to live. It 
is perfectly possible today for the majority 

capitalist organisation of society. But it 
would be perfectly possible for thinking 
people to devise some other form of 
social organisation which might be better 
than the socialist organisation of today or 
of tomorrow. I do not see therefore why 
the Constitution should tie down the 
people to live in a particular form and not 
leave it to the p 
themselves he to decide it for 

one reason why the 
amendment should be opposed. The 
second reason is that the amendment is 
purely superfluous. My honourable 
friend, Professor Shah, does not seem to 
have taken into account the fact that 
from the Fundamental Rights, which we 
have embodied in the Constitution, we 
have also introduced other sections which 
deal with Directive Principles of State 
Policy... what I would like to ask Professor 

Shah is this: If these directive principles to 
which I have drawn attention are not 
socialistic in their direction and in their 
content, I fail to understand what more 
socialism can be. Therefore ny 
submission is that these socialist 
principles are already embodied in our 
Constitution and it is unnecessary to 
accept this amendment." 

at apart 

Prof. Shah's amendment was defeated 
but two things stand out in this exchange. 
First, the economist in Dr. Ambedkar 
dominated his exchange with Prof. Shah. 
He only discussed the economic 
philosophy of the Constitution and did 
not deal with the questions of secularism 
and federalism. Second, he felt thac what 
was already explicit in the Constitution 
need not be reiterated. 

Basic structure 
On April 24, 1973, the Supreme Court, 
with its then full strength of 13 judges, 
ruled in the Kesavananda Bharati case 
that secularism was part of the basic 
structure of the Constitution. It also held 
that elements constituting the basic 
structure were beyond Parliament's 
power to amend the Constitution. The 
court reiterated this principle in 1994 in 
the S.R. Bommat case when dealing with 
the challenge to the dismissal of four 
Bharatiya Janata Partyruled State 
governments after the demolition of the 
Babri Masjid. 

Despite the Constitution's secular 
nature being held to be part ofits basic 
structure, matters did not rest. During th the 
Emergency came the 42nd Amendment 
on January 3, 1977. Apart from many 
significant changes otherwise, i 
resurrected Prof. Shah's cosmetic 
suggestion and inserted the word 
"secular" in the Preamble. After the 
Emergency, the 44th Amendment by the 
Janata government undid most of the 
substantial damage achieved by the 42nd 
Amendment. But it, too, chose to 
preserve the addition of the words 
"socialist" and "secular" to the Preamble. 

The Law Minister who piloted the 44th 
Amendment was Shanti Bhushan. His 
colleagues in the ministry were L.K. 
Advani and A.B. Vajpayee. Their 
inheritors today cannot presume to forget 
constitutional history, and assume that 
constitutional values such as secularism 
are just meaningless words to be redacted 
from a document. Secularism is inherent 
in the basic structure of the national 
book, and is beyond the power of any 
transient parliamentary majority to efface 
or abridge. 

(Sanjay Hegde is a Supreme Court 
lawyer.) 

justice, liberty, equality and fraternity for practice" 

people to hold that the socialist 
organisation of society is better than the 
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The consensus document 

CRAJ KUMAR 

TODAY, ON NOVEMBER 26, We celebrate the 
75th anniversary of the adoption of the 
Constitution of India. The contribution of the 
members of the Constituent Assembly in 
imagining the future of india through a dem 
ocratic, consultative, inclusive, and argumen 
tative process is truly inspiring. As we com 
memorate the 75thanniversary,itis important 
to also celebrate the contributionofthe mem 
bers of the Constituent Assembly. But it is 
equally important to learn lessons from their 
remarkable efforts in drafting the Constitution 
as a consensus document. This should be an 
inspiration for all the Members of Parliament 
across all political parties and ideological 
shades as they work towards fulfillingthe peo 
ple's mandate and constitutional duties. The 
most important lesson to learn from the 

Constituent Assembly debates is how people 
can vehemently and respectfuly disagree with 
each other without questioning motivations, 
Commitments and values. 

BRAmbedkar, in his last speech to the 
Constituent Assembly, delivered on November 
25, 1949, paid tribute to the contribution ofthe 
members of the Assembiy: "The task of the 
Drafting Committee would have been a very 
difficult one if this Constituent Assembly has 
been merely a motley crowd, a tessellated 
pavement without cement, ablackstone here 
andawhite stone there is whicheach member 

or each group was a law unto itself. There 
would have been nothing but chaos.. The pro 
ceedings of this Constituent Assembly would 
have been very dullifall membershadyielded 
to the rule of party discipline. Party discipline, 
in all its rigidity, would have converted this 
Assemblyinto a gathering ofyes'men." 

Ambedkar appreciated and celebrated 
the dissenting voices in the Constituent 
Assembly. He said, "..fortunately, there were 
rebels. They were Mr Kamath, Dr Ps 
Deshmukh, Mr Sidhva, Prof K T Shah and 

Pandit Hirday Nath Kunzru. The points they 
raised were mostly ideological. That I wWas 

not prepared to accept their suggestions, 
does not diminish the value of their sugges 
tions nor lessen the service they have ren 

dered to the Assembly in enlivening its pro 

e No 12 

This Constitution Day, lessons from the Constituent 
Assembly for today's parliamentarians 

The Constituent Assembly's 
members represented the 
most diverse interests; they 
came from different 
backgrounds. They discussed 
and debated complex issues 
with sincerity and conviction. 
They were conscious that 
they discussed issues where 
reasonable people can have 
different perspectives. This 
ability to come together, 
discuss and debate complex 
issues of law, policy, and 
governance was the hallmark 

of the Constituent Assembly. 

ceedings. But for them, I would not have had 

the opportunity which I got for expounding 
the principles underlying the Constitution. 

The last two decades of the evolution of 
parliamentary democracy (2004-24) in India 
should be carefuly examined to understand 
and appreciate the need for reimagining the 
culture of democratic engagement in 
Parliament. This is a moment ofintrospection 
for all members ofParliament. 

Data dernonstrates the need for serious in 
trospection within Partiamentregarding how 
this most vital institution of our democracy 
could be strengthened and made more rele 
vant. Before 1990, each Lok Sabha used to con 
vene for 550 days spanning3,500 hours, which 
declined to 345 days spanning 1,800 hours 
post-1990. The 17th Lok Sabha held the low 
est number of sittings, with 274 days over five 
years. The 1stLok Sabha satfor 677 sittingsdur 

ing 1952-57. The 15th Lok Sabha passed 192 
billswhile the 5th Lok Sabha passed 487 bills. 
The percentage of bills referred to 
Parliamentary Committees reduced from 71 
per cent in the 15th Lok Sabha to 16 per cent 
in the 17th Lok Sabha. The 15th and 17th Lok 
Sabha passed 36 per cent and 35 per cent of 
bills in less than one hour, respectively. The 
15th Lok Salbhalost 37 per centofits scheduled 
time to disruptions, while the 16th Lok Sabha 
lost 16 per cent. The average time spent on 
Union Budget discuSsion declined from 120 
hours before 1990 to 35 hours post-1990. In 
2023, 2018 and 2013, the entire budget was 
passed without any discussion. 

Ibelieve there are three critical lessons that 
today's members of Parliament must learn 
from the Constituent Assembly. 

The ConstituentAssembly'smembers rep 
resented the most diverse interests; they came 
frorn different backgrounds. They discussed 
and debated complexissues with sincerity and 
conviction. They were conscious that they 
were discussing issues reasonable people can 
have different perspectives on. This ability to 
Come together, discuss and debate complexis 
sues of law, policy, and governance was the 
hallmark of the Constituent Assembly. 

This could serve as an importantlesson for 

contemporary parliamentarians. The issues 

theywere discussing then arenot significantly 
different from the issues we are facing today. 

Overcoming them requires inspired leader 

ship and faith in Parliament as an institution 

to promote respect, dignity and fraternity 
among all members. 

The remarkable aspect of the Constituent 
Assembly was not only that divergent politi 
cal and ideological interests prevailed but that 
even within the same political persuasion, 
there were different views. Pluralistic views 
thatpromoted a demoratic culture were very 
much part of the Assembly's discourse. Of 
course, it must be mentioned that strong po 
litical parties with their ideological interests 
had not taken root and the Assermbly. though 
functioningasaprovisional Partiament, did not 
carry the historical burden that our curent 
parliamentarianshave. Nevertheless, at a time 
when there is an aspiration for nation-building 
efforts to address significant issues of our time 
-beitpoverty, inequality,enployment, liveli 
hood, education, healthcare, environmentand many otherproblems ofhuman development -there isaneed to develop political consen sus within Parliament. 

India's constitutional history has demon strated the extraordinary power of collective consciousness and of diverse people coming together to lay the foundation of a new India. Many members of the Constituent Assembly, who fought for India's freedom, later partici pated in the government at the state and cen tral levels. I believe the motivations of today's parliamentarians, regardless of political ideol ogy, converge with thevision ofthe members of the Constituent Assembly. As we celebrate the 75th anniversary of the adoption of the Constitution of India, this is a moment to re flecton and reimagine the future ofIndia's par liamentary democracy. 
The writer is founding Vice Chancellor of OPJindal Global University and Dean ofjindal Global Law School. indal Clobal University has established India's first Constitution museum atits campus in Sonipat, Haryana. 2n a 

Views are persornal 
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The Satman 

CoNSTECUTON 
NOT A CLDYEET 
PROVI 

Dr Nandini Basistha 

rime Minister 
Narendra Modi 
started giving 
emphasis on the 

values and ethos of Sam 
bidhan and since 2015, 
we have been celebrating 
Constitution Day 
(Samvidhan Divas) on 26 
November to celebrate 
the adoption of the Con 
stitution of India by the 
Constituent Assembly. It 
is actually a tribute to the 
framers of the document, 
especially the Chairman 
ofthe Drafting Commit 
tee, Dr B. R. Ambedkar. 

P: 

Drafting this constitu 
tion was not sO easy as 
there were multiple types 
of states and people and 
problenms in India to con 
sider. Even after India 
gained independence on 
15 August 1947, India 
was under British Parlia 

ment with 'Dominion' 
status and there were 

princely states and 
French and Portuguese 

colonies in the Indian 
subcontinent. India was 
divided and discriminat 
ed, according tO gender, 
race, region, religion, 
caste and class. 

So laying principles of 
justice, liberty, equality 
and fraternity and mak 
ing India a 'Socialist 
Republic' was not as easy 
during the times of the 
Cold War. But kudos to 
the 389 (reduced to 299 
after the partition of 
India) members of the 
Constituent Assembly 
who framed the world's 
lengthiest written consti 
tution, which grounded 
democratic ethos so deep 
that India became an 
iconic example of Demo 
cratic Republic while our 
neighbours and others 
are facing military coup 
and civil wars. 

In its 395 articles in 22 
parts and 8 schedules, 

our predecessors tried to 
make a legal framework 
and solution of the eco 
socio-political problems 
of India. Although it was 
amended so many times, 
still, one cannot overlook 
the foresight of our fore 
fathers and salute them 
for thinking so compre 
hensively.It is not a one 
day job, but it took 
almost three years tO 
draft the constitution, 
holding 1l sessions over 
a 165-day period. If one 
visits the National 
Library of Kolkata, one 
will witness the full ver 
sion of the debate. Nowa 
days, it is available in dig 
ital archives as well. 
About 36 lakh words 
were spoken in all and Dr 
BRAmbedkar had the 

distinction of having spo 
ken the greatest number 
of words. The most 
debated portion of the 
Constitution is about fun 
damental rights which 

was debated for about 16 
days, i.e., about 14 per 
cent of the clause-by 
clause discussion. Other 
portions debated the 
most were the Directive 
Principles of State Policy 
(was discussed for about 
six days, about four per 
cent); and the concept of 
citizenship (about two 
per cent). 

But unfortunately, 
WOmen issues were never 
discussed as women 
members contributed to 
about two per cent of the 
discussions and there 
were only 15 women 
members in the Assem 
bly and out of them, only 
10 took part in the 
debates. Members of 
princely states also were 
not so active in discus 

sion (contributed to 
about six per cent) and 
this might have 0ccurred 
due to their less demo 
cratic knowledge. But 
Imembers from provinces 

Contributed to about 85 
per cent of the discus 
sions, maybe because of 
their log practices of 
democratic discussion in 
the time of provincial 
parliament sessions of 
British India. 

Whatever the percent 
age, none can doubt the 
success of constitution 
makers about sustain 
ability and the success of 
the constitution. 

Now the question is 
how much we are follow 
ing values and principles 
enshrined in the consti 
tution? 

As per the Preamble of 
26 November 1949, WE, 
THE PEOPLE OF INDIA, 
having solemnly resolved 
to constitute India into a 
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST 
SECULAR DEMOCRATIC. 
REPUBLIC and to secure 
to all its citizens: JUS 
TICE, sOcial, economic 
and political; LIBERTY of 
thought, expression, 

belief, faith and worship; 
equality of status and of 
opportunity; and to pro 
mote among them all 
FRATERNITY assuring 
the dignity of the individ 
ual and the unity and 
integrity of the Nation. 

As per the Policy and 
Planning Bureau of the 
Government of India, 
every academic institu 
tion in India now has 
programmes to teach 
their students and teach 
ers the importance of 
constitutional values and 
the rights and duties they 
uphold. No doubt it is a 
noble effort to remind 
and reiterate the soul of 
Indian politics and state 
culture. Not only stu 
dents, but all citizens 
should take a pledge to 
follow this fundamental 
philosophy of Indian 
political culture. 
The writer is the Exeçutive 
Director of, Interdisciplinary Institute of Human Security' and 
Governance 
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Business News › Wealth › Tax › Government earned Rs 4,792 crore GST on education services in FY24; check which services are exempt

Government earned Rs 4,792 crore GST on
education services in FY24; check which services

are exempt

Synopsis
Goods and Services tax: Pankaj Chaudhary, minister of state in the ministry of finance
said in Lok Sabha that the government has earned Rs 4792.4 crore on taxing various
education services which are currently not exemtp from GST. However certain
education services still attract nil GST, read below to find what the minister said.

Educational services such as services

provided by schools are exempted from

GST. Pankaj Chaudhary, minister of

state in the Ministry of Finance said in

Lok Sabha on November 25, 2024, that

the government collected Rs 4792.40

crores as Goods and Services Tax (GST)

on education services which are not

exempt under GST in FY 2023-24. The

government collects 18% GST on

commercial educational services such as coaching and training.

The Service Accounting Code (SAC) for such services is 9992 on which 18% GST

rate is levied.

How much GST has the government earned from educational services?

The minister said in a response to a question by Dr. D Ravi Kumar: The data for

GST collected on education services, which are not exempted, such as

commercial training and coaching, for the past three years is tabulated below:

Government earned Rs 4792 crore from imposing
GST on educational services not exempt from
GST
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Lok Sabha

Educational services exempt from GST as per GST Council

recommendations

The minister answered a query raised by Dr. D Ravi Kumar and said: GST rates

and exemptions are prescribed on the basis of the recommendations of the

GST Council, which is a constitutional body comprising of members from both

the Union and State/UT Governments.

“Services provided by educational institutions to its students, faculty, and staff

are exempt from GST. ‘Educational institution’ has been defined under GST

exemption notification to mean an institution providing services by way of:

(i) pre-school education and education up to higher secondary school or

equivalent;

(ii) education as a part of a curriculum for obtaining a qualification recognised

by any law for the time being in force;

(iii) education as a part of an approved vocational education course.
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Furthermore, supply of services relating to admission or conduct of

examination by educational institutions are exempt from GST.

Additionally, the following services provided to schools, up to higher

secondary, are also exempt:

(i) transportation of students, faculty and staff;

(ii) catering, including mid-day meals sponsored by the government;

(iii) security or cleaning or housekeeping services.

Services of affiliation provided by a Central or State Educational Board or

Council or any other similar body, by whatever name called, to Government

schools have been given exemption from GST w.e.f. 10.10.2024 as

recommended by GST Council in its 54th meeting.

Educational services not exempt from GSTOther than the above exempted

education services, services such as commercial training and coaching attract

18% GST. Printed books including Braille books, newspapers, journals and

periodicals, whether or not illustrated or containing advertising material, and

children’s picture, drawing or coloring books do not attractGST . The fee

charged for issuance of migration certificates and duplicate certificates by

educational institutions to their students is exempt from GST.

Services not likely to get GST relief in near future

When asked whether the government aims to exempt education services

which are currently subject to GST, the ministersaid: “GST rates and

exemptions are prescribed on the basis of the recommendations of the GST

Council, which is a Constitutional body comprising of members from both the

Union and State/UT Governments. Details of exemptions from GST on

education-related services have been given above. Currently there is no

recommendation from the GST Council for further exemption in this regard.”

Chartered Accountant Ashish Niraj, Partner, A S N & Company, who has also

handled Special Audit under GST, says: “By exempting core educational

services provided by educational institutions government is fulfilling its

constitutional obligation of providing free and compulsory elementary

education to every child. However, it’s a fact that in today’s era there is vast

level of commercialization of educational activity by various institutions. To

keep a balance between both Government has made GST exempt on certain

education services which are deemed part of core education activity, and other

than those exempt education services the services such as commercial

training and coaching services attract 18% GST. Education institutions are also

defined in GST so that there is not any ambiguity. The government keeps

getting representations to include various services related to education in

exempted categories, decisions on which in taken by GST Council.”

( Originally published on Nov 26, 2024 )
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5-Day Capacity Building Training on E-
Content Development Begins at Shiksha
Sadan

 November 26, 2024   No Comments

Tarun Karthick

Campbell Bay, 26 November

A five-day Capacity Building Training on E-Content

Development commenced on 25th November 2024 at Shiksha

Sadan, organized by the State Institute of Education, Sri Vijaya

Puram, in collaboration with CIET-NCERT. The training, which
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brings together 50 participants from all nine educational zones,

aims to enhance the use of digital content in education.

The event was inaugurated by Mr. S. Suresh Kumar, Deputy

Director of Education (Planning) and State Project Officer,

Samagra Shiksha. In his address, Mr. Suresh Kumar emphasised

the transformative role of digital content in improving

educational outcomes and addressing learning gaps. He urged

the participants to leverage digital tools effectively in their

teaching methods.

Professor Indu Kumar, Head of the Department of ICT, Training

& Development at CIET-NCERT, delivered the keynote address.

She spoke about the inclusion of dedicated chapters on

Technology and ICT Integration in the NEP 2020 framework and

highlighted the importance of developing high-quality e-content

for platforms such as DIKSHA, DTH Channels, and YouTube.

These platforms, she noted, can serve as accessible learning

resources that contribute to improving learning outcomes.

Specialised sessions were conducted by expert resource persons

Dr. Rejaul Karim Barbhuiya and Ms. Vimlesh Chaudhary, faculty

members at NCERT, who provided valuable insights into the

development of digital content for education.

The program began with a welcome address by Ms. Sangeeta

Chand, Principal of the State Institute of Education. She

emphasized the significance of such capacity-building initiatives,

which equip teachers with the skills to effectively integrate

digital tools into their teaching practices and spread these skills

across their clusters and zones.

The training program concluded with a vote of thanks from Mr. T.

Samson, Head of the Division, ICT, who expressed his gratitude

to all contributors for their efforts in making the training a

success.

  EN
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Schooling in India in times of poor air quality 
na stark reminder of the COVID-19 
pandemic period, schools in Delhi State, in 
mid-November 2024 - as a part of the 
Graded Response Action Plan (GRAP) to 

tackle air pollution, which is triggered when the Air Quality Index (AQD is �poor" - had been 
asked to switch from physical to online mode. While other restrictions imposed as a part of 
GRAP might have an impact on air quality, the decision to switch schools to online mode n�eds to be examined for its scientific rationale, 
practicability, and benefits and risks. 

good' air quality day in 2023. Alongside, it is 
naive to believe that an AQI that is more than 400 
(classified as 'severe or »severe plus) is harmful 
and anything below this is not. This arbitrary and 
high cut off does not help except inadvertently 
normalising the harmful health effects of air 
quality that is in the range of AQI 51 to 399. 

Poor air quality in many north Indian States is 
harmful for any age group and not just children. 
The harmful health effects of poor air quality are 
on a continuum from the moment the AQI 
crosses normal range: Children (and everyone in 
any age group) should be protected from poor air 
quality the moment the AQI crosses 50, which is 
considered 'good air quality by Indian norms. 
However, there are only a few days in a year 
when the AQI is within acceptable limits. In 2024, 1 
till now, there has not been even a single day with 
'good' air quality in Delhi; there was just onesuch..Z 2 

More importantly, most children in Delhi or 
other parts of the country are likely to have the 
same air quality inside their homes or in their 
schools. For some underprivileged children, air 
quality in the classrOom might be better than at 
home as many schools have air purifers. The 
idea of having online classes due to poor AQI puts 
all children at an additional disadvantage of 
learning loss and nutritional loss (as many 
children get mid-day meals in schools), while 
there is no respite from the health impact. 

Itis widely known that online classes are not a 
replacement for school-based learning and the 
only beneficiaries here are EdTech platforms and 
Apps. Then, the younger children are not 
Supposed to have exposure to screen tíme. 
Therefore, when they are forced to attend online 
classes, they are being exposed to more harmful 
behaviour than receiving any possible or 
perceived benefit. In the three years of the 
cOVID-19 pandemic, all of us have earnt that 
schools are not the places where children read 
only books; there is life learning. Therefore, the 
focus has to be on keeping schools functional and 
ensuring learning continuity. There was an article 
related to this, in this daily, by one of the writers: 
"The pathology of school closure in India", 
February l6, 2022. 

Dr. Chandrakant 
Lahariya 

The oversold idea of face masks 
Poor air quality nearly always brings up the issue 
of face masks. Even before GRAP stages Il and IV 
recommended the suspension of physical classes, 

a medical doctor who 
specialises in early 
childhood 

development, lifestyle 
diseases and 
preventive medicine. 
He has over 16 years 
of work experience 
with the World Health 
Organization 
and UNICEF 

Dr. Randeep 
Guleria 
a former Director of 

the All India Institute 
of Medical Sciences 
(AlIMS), New Delhi 
and a specialist in 
respiratory medicine 
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Considering 
scientific 
rationale and 
the benefits and 
risks, the 
functioning of 
schools needs 
to be delinked 
from Graded 
Response 
Action Plan 
measures 

a few schools sent out advisories to parents that 
children should wear face masks in order to 
attend schools. Though it was argued that these 
advisories were to provide guidance, what was 
forgotten was that such advisories from schools 
became an informal mandate' for children and 
parents. Such a uniform advisory for all children 
to wear a face mask is not fully backed by science. 
As far as children are concerne, even during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, masks were not 
recommended for children who were younger 
than five years for various scientific reasons and 
utilising empirical data. For those between six to 
I1 years, masks were advised (and not mandated). 
There is no rationale for anyone to wear face 
masks if the set-up has air purifiers. In short, the 
face mask wearing guidance for children has to 
have a nuanced and personalised approach. 
Therefore, schools should refrain from issuing 
such advisories, which should come only after 
guidance from medical experts. 

Adopt a science-based approach 
First, schools should not be made to switch to 
online classes, no matter what the level of AQI is. 
The focus should be on keeping the school 
functional and ensuring learning continuity. This 
could be done with some mitigants such as 
completely halting all outdoor activities in 
schools when the AQI is poor. Everyone should 
take appropriate personal protective measures, 
such as the use of purifiers and face masks, taking 
into account recommendations by age, and 
pre-existing health issues. Those who have any 
pre-existing respiratory health issue are likely to 
benefit more from mask wearing, specifically ina 
polluted and open space.oisgtientei3 Second, to attend school, there is no need for a 

uniform directive for mask wearing. Schools are 
not the source of pollution. Arguably, air quality 
in schoos is similar to the homes of children. 
Therefore, it does not make any sense to do 
anything ifferently in school than what is done 
at home. So, if children and parents wear a face 
mask at home, they can wear it at school as well. 
Else, no additional mandatory mask wearing 
measure is needed. There is a need to remember 
that face masks can also have negative effects 
such as causing a skin allergy and other 
discomforts. So, one should keep in mind the 
benefits and the associated risks. Also, except for 
medical recommendations, children younger 
than 12 years should not be made to wear N95 
masks. During periods of severe or above AQI, 
children who have pre-existing health issues or 
any other parents who wish to keep their 
children at home, should be given an 'opt-out 
option from physical classes, and the rest of the 
children should have the opportunity for learing continuity. 

Third, in schools or other settings which have functional air purifiers, mask wearing is not going to provide any additional advantage. For such settings, i.e., schools, ensuring that the classroomn 

doors and windows are closed properly and 
switching on air purifiers at least an hour before 
children arrive would ensure 'good' quality air. 

Fourth, online schooling is an oxymoron - it 
is not school if teaching is online. The option of 
hybrid classes should not be interpreted 
conveniently by schools. Also, other than air 
quality, there are other reasons such as foggy or 
cold winter days, which many schools exercise as 
a reason for switching to online or hybrid classes. 
These should be actively discouraged and 
teaching should be in physical mode for all 
parents, who are willing. In fact, it is problematic 
that school classes are often referred to as 'offline' 
or online', placing electronic devices at the 
centre of teaching and learning. We need to break 
this mode of thinking. Therefore, in future, if and 
when the government or any authority fails 
children by passing an order to switch to online 
classes, the management in every school needs to 
come up with innovative approaches to ensure 
that learning is not in front of a mobile or 
Computer screen. 

Fifth, poor air quality is a reminder that 
anyone who has pre-existing health or respiratory 
conditions should take better care of their health. 
This means having a routine checkup anda 
regular follow-up visit with health-care providers. 
Preventive interventions such as annual influenza 
vaccination or age-appropriate recommended 
vaccines like pneumococcal, measles, 
Haemophilus irnfiuenzae Type b (Hib) are 
administered to those who needit. 

Policy must be people-centric 
From a larger social angle, most of the actions 
recommended as a part of GRAP, adversely and 
disproportionately, impact the poor and the 
vulnerable in terms of wages (for the poor and 
the marginalised) as well as learming and 
nutrition (for children) losses. This is a reminder 
that whatever is done in the name of the policy 
should have a people-centric and pro-poor focus. 
Air quality and school functioning need a 
nuanced approach. India had one of the longest 
closures of schools during the COVID-19 period 
and we need to learn from those mistakes. There 
was another article on this, in this daily, by one of 
the writers: �Building back to avert a learning 
catastrophe", April 28, 2022. 

Schools are not the source of air pollution. 
Rather, there is far greater loss than benefit from 
school closure. While there are valid reasons for 
implementing other measures under GRAP to 
improve the AQI, closing schools for physical 
classes makes the least sense. It has happened for 
the last eight years, but now is the time that 
school functioning is delinked from GRAP 
measures. Nelson Mandela had said, "There can 
be no keener revelation of a society's soul than 
the way in which it treats its children." When it 
comes to handling air quality and the functioning of schools, Indian States and society seem to be failing in their responsibility and their duties. 
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Govt school students 
allege harassment 
over religion, caste; 
Atishi orders inquiry 
EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE 
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29 

DELHI CHIEF Minister Atishi has 
ordered aninquiry into allegations 

that students of government-Tun 
Sarvodaya Bal Vidyalaya at Nand 
Nagri in Northeast Delhi are being: 
harassed, discriminated against 
based on caste and religion and 
provoked to die by suicide by two 
teachers. The allegations ranged 
from Muslim students being 
forced to say 'lai Shri Ram' to chil 
dren being made to sitin class ac 
cording to their caste. 

In an official communication 
dated November 25, Atishi ob 
served the matter to be ofa "very 
serious" nature and instructed 
Secretary (Education) Ashok 
Kumar to initiate an inquiry and 
submit a report within 15 days. 
Kumar has also been directed to 
ensure that such alleged discTim 
ination and provocation based on 
religiondoes not take place in ary 
school. The allegations surfaced 
after Ashok Agarwal, a Delhi 
based lavwyer and education ac 
tivist, wrOte to the chief minister 
on November 13 on behalf of the 
students requesting that a high 
level inquiry committee be set up 
to probe the matter. 

grar 

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND 
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 29 

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENTS will soon 

have flexibility in 
rammes in 

Jessorung their pro 

As per the letter, the students teachers and the teachers' union. 

"UGC approves flexible degree completionfor undergrads: What does it mean? 

ethan the stan 

dard three or four years, following a recent 
decision by the University Grants 

Commission (UGC), 
Whether students opt for an'accelerated' 

or'extended' timeline, they willearm the same 
degree as those on the standard track, pro 
vided they fulfil all academic requirements. 

have alleged that the two teach 
ers are "continuously harassing 
Muslim community students, 
forcing them to say Jai Shri Ram, 
beating them without clothes in 
bathroom and also provoking 
them to (die by) suicide. 

What are 'Accelerated Degree 
Programmes' (ADPs) and 'Extended 
Degree Programmes' (EDPS)? 

In an undated letter to 
Agarwal, the students hadal 
legedly claimed that they faced 
the ire of the teachers after they 
complained against them."All of 
usMuslimsand students fromthe 
sC community are scared. They 
threaten to fail us and have in 
creased attacking us based on 
casteism... we are to sit at 
the back, while studenteofr 
caste are made to sit in front" the 

At the end of either the first or second 
semester, undergraduate students will be 
allowed to opt for an ADP or an EDP. 

Inthe letter, they also allegedly 
claimed that very v teachers y tew t 
came to teach in the evening shift 
and the students were abused if 
they questioned this. The teacher 
expresses his political views in 
stead of teaching us from the syl 
labus. He makes political and re 
ligious remarks throughout the 
lessons. and keeps on belittling 
(us) based on religion," a student 
from the schoolallegedByclaimed 
in the letter. The students alleged 
that an inquiry by the school staff 
would not be fair because of the 

Students enrolledunder anADPwill follow 
the same curriculum and must earn the 
same number of cCredits as a three-or four 
year UG programme. However, they can 
complete their programme soonerby earm 

ing additional credits starting from the se 
mester they choose the ADP. A three-year 
UG PV3dne c£n thus be completed in 

sinstead of the standard six five 
(shortened by a maximum of one semes 
ter), while a four-year UG programme can 
be completed in six or seven semesters 
(shortened by a maximum of two semes 
ters) rather than eight. 

On the other hand, students who 
choose the EDP will be allowed to earn 
fewer credits per semester compared to the 
standard programme, allowing them to 
take longer to complete their course. Their 
cOurse duration can be extended by a max 
imum of two semesters. 

Whatis the objective behind them? 
UGC Chairman MJagadesh Kumar said 

the National Credit Framework allows stu 
dents to complete UG courses in acceler 
ated or extended programmes to accom 
modate "diverse academic needs and 
cognitive abilities" 

"ADP allows high-per 
forming students to complete 
their degrees faster by earn 
ing additional credits and al 
lowing them to enter the 
workforce or pursue higher 
studies sooner. 

How will they be implemented? 

Conversely, EDP supports students who 
face academic challenges by offering thenm 
an extended timeline to complete their de 
grees at amanageable p e pace. Together, these 
options promote equity, ensuring all learn 

The UGCs recently approved Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) calls for higher education institutions to setup a commit tee to scrutinise applications received for ADP and EDP and select students accord ingly. According to the SOP the commit 
FXPLAINED 

EDUCATION 

tee will evaluate the"credit shudg potential" ofthe 
student based on their aca demic performance. An in 
stitution can earmark up to 10% of the sanctioned intake for ADP students 

There is no cap on the number of EDP students. Kumar said this is because"stu 

the stress of heavy workloads." 

often reqire more time to understand and apply concepts. EDP enables them to take fewer credits per semester. allowing them to focus intensely on each course without 

The committee will also decide the min 

imum number of credits a student must 

earn in each semester, considering the 
ICCs Curriculum and Credit Framework 

for UG programmes. 
The examswill remain the same as stan 

dard three-or four-year UG programmes. 
According to the SOP. the degree should 
contain anote saying the academicrequire 

ments have been completed in a shorter or 
extended duration. 

When will the options kick in? 

Kumar said higher education institu 

ions canstart offering ADP or EDP from the 
dents with weaker academic performance July-August session in the 2025-26 aca- Micro-credentials s can be introduced, en-

demic year. It would be up to the institu 

tions to decide whether they would like to 

offer these programmes. 

or hybrid modes, leveraging the UGCs ap 
proval for up to 40% of courses being deliy 
eredonline. Thiswill allow students inADP 

or EDP to take additional or fewer credits at 
their own pace without disrupting reoular 
class schedules. Additional classes can be 
scheduled outside standard hours to ac 
Commodate ADP students. This opion ben 
efits students who want face-to-face inter 
actions but have a compressed timeline," 
Kurmar said. 

"Institutions can offer courses in online 

He added: "ADP students can enrol in 
advanced or specialised courses already 
part of postgraduate or advanced under 
graduate curricula, allowing them to fulíl 
credit requirements more efficientbr 

abling students to accumulate credits at 
their convenience.These can incbde 
based programs thatalign with degree re 
quirements" 

students allegedly complained. 

influence wielded by one of the 

ers have the means to achieve their educa 
tional goals," he added. 
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A liberal arts degree is worth much moe than realised 
e are all too familiar with the 
recession of 2008 and its 
subsequent impact on the decline 
of the humanities and more 

generally, the liberal arts, in North America and 
Europe. In the context of the 'existential crisis 
facing classic liberal arts programmes, questions 
have often centred on their relevance and 
whether they offer tangible 'real-world' skills, 
resulting in a diverse range of outstanding career 
outcomes. An article in The New Yorker, «The end 
of the English major", published in 2023, argued 
that traditional liberal arts study has become the 
quaint province of a privileged elite, comprising 
students who do not expect a return on their 
investment and can afford to spend time on 
unremunerative pursuits. 

The 'getting a job concern 

more. 

As a result, liberal arts degrees face increasing 
criticism in policy discussions for failing to equip 
students with the knowledge and the skills valued 
in the labour market, often leading to inadequate 
financial returns on their educational 
investments. Given the discursive link between 
higher education and job prospects, 
domain-specific experts and counsellors advise 
aspiring high school graduates to pursue degrees 
in business, finance and economics, ii order to 
secure jobs. The statistics are striking: in 1966, 
14% of all college graduates in the United States 
were majors in the humanities (central to the 
liberal arts); by 2010, that figure dropped by half 
to only 7%. The discourse is not simply limited to 
the low likelihood of finding jobs after a liberal 
arts degree, but also suggests that associated 
majors are concerned only with abstract ideas. 
This might have something to do with the context 
within which liberal arts emerged in early 
modern Europe, as a means of avoiding manual 
labour or working with hands. A liberal arts 
education that combined humanities with science 
was thought to produce a "thinking individual. In 
many ways, the idea of a liberal arts education 
seems antithetical to expectations of regional 
development that involves some technical 
training and knowledge. Despite its beginning, 
liberal arts have evolved in practice to be so much 

Liberal arts enable students to comprehend 
those things that quite literally make us human. 
The skills that they cultivate in reasoning and 
critical thinking are every bit as important to 
future success in the workplace as learning to 
code, calculate, or raise capital. To paraphrase 
the longest serving President of Harvard 

Nirmala Rao 

Vice-Chancellor, 
Krea University 

That liberal arts 
students have 
no concern for 
the real world 
is a weak claim 

University, Charles Eliot, a liberal arts education 
teachesa student a little bit of everything, and a 
great deal of one thing. Given such a powerful 
approach to generating scholars possessed of 
all-round disciplinary, and indeed, life skills, it 
appears peculiar that anyone would want to 
quibble with the exciting possibilities of such an 
outcome, Let us also note that while liberal arts is 
experiencing a decline in North America, it has 
seen a re-emergence in Europe and shows no sign 
of abating. Only five years ago, the University of 
Nottingham, U.K., opened a new liberal arts 
programme, promising that this new initiative 

will enable students to explore what it means to 
be human. Today more than 20 universities in the 
U.K. offer some form of liberal arts and sciences 
programme. For some, this re-emergence has 
arisen partly as a corrective to the region's more 
recent over-specialisation in education. 

Towards the east, a decade ago, in Hong Kong, 
a major educational overhaul saw numerous 
institutions move from a British-style three-year 
degree model to a U.S.-style four-year model, 
with the aim of incorporating the greater breadth 
evident in a liberal arts' approach. This 
compromise between the full breadth of a liberal 
arts degree and the specialised approach ofa 
traditional British-style bachelor has also beea 
taken up in other parts of Asia, where liberal arts 
is often seen as a component of a specialised 
degree, rather than being offered as a degree in 
its own right. The idea is that specialised 
education can be supplemented with a 
humanistic approach to produce a well-rounded 
individual who practises critical thinking. 
The world versus India 
So, as an international phenomenon, the 
promotion of liberal arts education emerged 
within countries usually as a combination of 
indigenous educational reform movements and 
inchoate transnational advocacy networks. Of 
Course, now there is universal consensus thats 
iberal education prepares students well for life in 
a globalised, multicultural, society - one that 
makes them more aware of a variety of cultures 
and the need to communicate effectively across 
cultural differences; teaches them to evaluate 
new ideas with evidence; and formulate opinions, 
not make assumptions. Today's students also 
want an education that will address their desires 
for justice, service and self-expression, while 
equally wanting to develop the non-cognitive 
skills that will allow them to be successful in a 
globally competitive job market. 

India offers an intriguing case in point. For a 

natioD where higher education has traditionally 
focused on professional courses, including 
engineering and medicine, the last couple of 
decades has witnessed a sudden interest in liberal 
arts education. Businesses, non-governmental 
organisations, and government entities 
increasingly recognise that a discipline-specific 
technical education alone is not sufficient for the 
wholesome growth of the country's economy and 
society. Soft skills, which can be honed through 
a classical liberal arts education, are crucial in 
this context. While the rapid development of 
liberal arts in India has been welcomed by 
several, others ask- and, quite rightly -whether 
students will get jobs after liberal arts training; 
whether liberal arts is suitable for a developing 
country; whether critical thinking skills help 
students solve India's societal problems 
poverty, hunger, caste, and class inequalities. 

Preparing students to be global citizens 
Even for parents without the experience of 
studying for a degree, it does not take too much 
imagination to produce a usefulness' argument 
in favour of encouraging their children to take a 
scientific or technological subject. Even pure 
science holds out the prospect of a practical 
application one day. But for the liberal arts, the 
arguments are much more nuanced. The liberal 
arts impart the s0-called soft skills associated with 
how to think for yourself, how to research and 
find things out for yourself, and how to 
communicate the results to other people. And 
there is a lot'of truth in this. It is for these reasons 
that the new generation of liberal arts institutions 
in the country pioneered a model of education 
that appeals to several stakeholders. Employers 
highlight the communication skills and the 
creativity that liberal arts students bring to their 
workplaces and praise their ability to engage with 
multidisciplinary teams for effective 
problem-solving and creative thinking. 

The technique of threading different kinds of 
content, conversations, and curriculum is the genius of the faculty in liberal arts institutions, who curate and incorporate the best of substance and knowledge in terms of interdisciplinary and experiential learning, the use of technology, and 
mentorship to attract young minds towards the 
best educational experience and to prepare them to be global citizens. 

Evidenty, we can no longer make the claim 
that liberal arts students have no concern for the 
Teal world. They are proving otherwise. They are 
taking over the world, one interwoven lesson at a 
time., 
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