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Preface 
 
The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 
reference collections. 

 
With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 
newspapers related to education during the month of May 2025. 

 
In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 
 
 
 
 

(Dr.Akash) 
Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 
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FROM CHALKBDARDS TO CHATBOTS: 
INTEGRATING GEN AI INTD K-2 EDUCATION 

DR SAMKU BOSE 

s technology invades 
every aspect of 
Our lives, one of 
the most prolound 
transformstions will 
be how students 

go about the learning process. The 
advent of Generattve Artifictal 
Intellgence (Gen-Al) is reshaping 
K-12 educatlon. No, its not just 
altering how students learn but also 
redefiníng the very role of educators 
and the traditional structure of 
Jearning environments. While 
the potential of thís technology s 
immense, it comes with its own set 

of challenges. As Inla s 
understandie dabal ecneriences 

wth AI integration tearation can offer valuable 
insights. 

One of the most celebrated 
advantages of Gen-Al is its ability 
to personalíse learning Unlike 
traditional classroom models 
that often apply a "one-size-fits 
all approach, Al can adapt to the 
indvidual pace, strengths, and needs 
of each student. Systems drtven by 

Al can analyse student performance 
data to create customised pathways 
thus allowng a child struggling in 
mathematics to receive extra practice, 
while a student excelling in literature 
moves ahead at an accelerated pace. 
This level of personallse ae 
Once le to millions if 
implemented thouchtfully. 

Another major boon ís the 
automation of grading and feedback 
Teachers, often burdened with 
administrattve tasks, can now delegate 
repetitive grading to AI tools, freelng 
them to focus more on InteractBve 
teachíng and mentorship. Immedlate, 
detaled feedback from Al also helps 

students learn from their mistakes in 
real-tme, fostering a more dynamic 
learning cycle. 

Gen-Al, further, enhances the 
avalability of learning resources. 
Interactive simulations, virtual labs, 
tailored qulzzes and even Al-driven 
creative wrlting prompts are already 
enriching classrooms in con 
the USA, South Korea and 
These innovations mame alive. 

ubjects 
like sclence and historY 
offe 

holistic dev cannot be Oph algorithmic nurtured: ions. If students depend 
excessively on Al-generated solutions, 
they risk becoming passive consumers 
of information rather than active 
problem-solvers. 

CEO 
SPEAKS 

Privacy and data security also 
remain significant concerns. Gen 
Al systems collect vast amounts 
haisitive data about students 

Without robnd preferences, 

Potential for misuse. breaches, or 

commercalisation of personal data. 
Countries Jike Germany have already 
fntroduced strlct data privacy laws 
governing the use of AI in schools 
lesson Inda must heed as it drafts its 
own policies. 

Equally alarmíng is the threat of 
widening the digital divide, While 
affluent urban schools in India are 
atready expertmenting withr Al- driven 
classrooms, millions of students in 
rural or underprivileged areas lack 
even basic internet access. Without 
concerted efforts to bridge thís gap, AL 
could deepen educatíonal inequities 
rather than alleviate them. 

Internationally, countries provide 
r Asused not just tion 

to teach core subjects but also to 
monitor student well-being, predicting 
potential mental health íssues early. 
In Estonia, known for its digital-first 
inítíatives, students are introduced 
to AI concepts as carly as primary 
school, ensuring technological literacy 
from a young age. Meanwhíle, the 
US approach remains decentralised, 
with schools and states experimenting 
independently, creatingpockets of 
innovation and sometimes inequalíty. 

The NEP 2020, which 
emphasises experiential 
learning and the use of 
technology, provides 
a timely platform to 
integrate Al thoughttully 
into Indian schools 

For India, these examples offer 
both inspiration and caution. A 
centralsed strategy focusing on equity. 
teacher training, and ethical Al usage 
could yield transformational resuts. 
The NEP 2020, which emp 
experiential lcarnstimey platform he use of 

terateAI thoughtfuly into 
Indian schools, 

Moving forward, a balanced 
approach is crucial, Teachers must 
be trained not only to use Al tools 

but to teach students how to use 
them responsibly. Policymakers must 
prioritise data privacy, accessibility, 
and inclusivity lo ensure that AI 
becom comes a bridge rather than a barriet. 

The integration of generattve 
Al into K-12 education heralds an 
exciting era-one that could make 

learning far more engaging and 
effective. But realising this vision 
demands careful policy direction, 
constant vigilance, and a steadfast 
commitment to human-centric 
education. As we prepare our youth 
for a rapidly evolving world, the 
choices we make today in blending AI 
with education will shape their and the 
nation's future for decades to come! 
The author is the Group CEO of Techno 

India Group, a visionary and an 
educator. Beyond his corporate role, he 
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“Saffronisation of Education”: SIO slams NCERT for erasing Mughals,
Delhi Sultanate from textbooks

Maktoob Staff

 May 1, 2025

The Students Islamic Organisation of India strongly condemned the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) for revising its Class 7 history textbooks and
removing references to the Mughals and the Delhi Sultanate, calling it a case of “saffronisation”
and “distortion” of educational content.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)  has reportedly revised its
Class 7 history textbooks by removing references to the Mughals and the Delhi Sultanate, and
introducing content on dynasties reflecting the “Indian ethos,” along with references to the Maha
Kumbh and Union government initiatives.

The student group criticised the removal, arguing they were “critical in shaping Indian society,
culture, and politics,” and their complete erasure signals an “unprecedented assault on historical
truth.”

“This is not academic revision; this is saffronisation—a deliberate attempt to communalise
education, distort history, and mould young minds to serve the ideological interests of the ruling
right-wing,” the statement read.

The SIO also expressed concern over what it called the “disproportionate glorification” of religious
pilgrimages such as the Char Dham Yatra, Jyotirlingas, and Shakti Peethas in the revised
textbooks.

“Instead of presenting a balanced view of India’s diverse past, the textbooks now
disproportionately glorify religious pilgrimages like the Char Dham Yatra, Jyotirlingas, and the
Shakti Peethas,” said the statement.

It is alleged that the books now promote a sanitised version of the varna-jati system, falsely
portraying it as a source of “social stability,” thereby legitimising caste hierarchies and ignoring
the centuries of oppression it engendered much before and beyond British colonialism.
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The new textbook claims that the “varna-jati system” initially contributed to social stability but
later became rigid, particularly under British rule, resulting in social inequalities.

“Instead of presenting a balanced view of India’s diverse past, the textbooks are promoting a
singular narrative that sidelines centuries of pluralistic contributions and entrenched injustices,”
the statement added.

The statement emphasised that “This is not academic revision; this is saffronisation—a deliberate
attempt to communalise education, distort history, and mould young minds to serve the
ideological interests of the ruling right-wing.”

The SIO urged students, teachers, historians, and concerned citizens to unite and resist what it
described as the “systematic vandalism of education.”

The NCERT’s syllabus rationalisation in its textbooks has faced widespread criticism from various
quarters, who have described the revamp as “saffronization,” aimed at aligning with the ruling
party’s “agenda.”

Kerala Education Minister V. Sivankutty stated that the historical denial in NCERT textbooks
would be raised at the Governing Council meeting in New Delhi in May.

He emphasised that altering historical events in textbooks is academically dishonest and deprives
children of learning the real history, which could harm the educational sector.


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Actor R Madhavan has expressed worry regarding the depiction of Indian history. He feels
school textbooks overlook southern kingdoms like the Cholas. He questions the focus on
certain dynasties over others. NCERT's removal of Mughal history from textbooks has...Read More

Actor R Madhavan has raised strong

concerns over how Indian history is

portrayed in school textbooks, pointing

out that key parts of the country’s past,

especially the achievements of southern

kingdoms, are often overlooked. He

feels the current narrative gives

disproportionate focus to certain

dynasties while underplaying others like the Cholas and Pandyas. His comments

come at a time when NCERT is facing criticism for its recent changes to school

history books.

In a chat with News18 Showsha, he questioned why certain parts of Indian history

get more focus than others. “I might get into trouble for saying this, but I’ll still

say it,” he began. “When I studied history in school, there were eight chapters on

the Mughals, two on the Harappa and Mohenjo-daro civilisations, four on British

rule and the freedom struggle, and just one chapter on the southern kingdoms —

the Cholas, Pandyas, Pallavas, and Cheras.”

A Glorious Empire, Barely Mentioned

Madhavan expressed disappointment over the lack of focus on the Chola Empire in

school textbooks, despite its significant influence on history. He highlighted that

while the Mughals and British ruled for around 800 years, the Chola Empire lasted

2,400 years and pioneered sea travel, with trade routes reaching Rome. He noted

that their cultural and religious influence spread as far as Korea, yet this rich

history is condensed into just one chapter.
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Mughal Chapters Removed

Madhavan’s remarks come at a time when the NCERT has decided to remove all

references to the Mughal Empire and the Delhi Sultanate from Class 7 history

textbooks. These topics have been replaced with lessons on sacred geography, the

Maha Kumbh festival, and government schemes like Make in India and Beti

Bachao, Beti Padhao. The decision has caused quite a stir, with people both

supporting and criticising the move. Madhavan used this moment to highlight how

history is often shaped by certain narratives—and how that affects how we see

ourselves.

“Whose narrative is this? Who decided the syllabus? Tamil is the oldest language

in the world, but nobody knows about it. The scientific knowledge hidden in our

culture is being mocked right now,” he said.

‘Kesari Chapter 2’ and the Fight to Reclaim History

Madhavan also defended his film, ‘Kesari Chapter 2: The Untold Story of

Jallianwala Bagh’, which has faced some criticism for creative choices. He

explained that while some may accuse the makers of taking liberties, the film is

trying to present a more complete version of history. “Don’t blame us for bringing

the truth about history. The easiest way to discredit us is by saying that we took

liberties, Going back to what I said, I shouldn’t be getting into trouble for this,

because it’s a fact," he argued.

Calling Out Whitewashed History

He also spoke strongly against the way the British version of Indian history often

painted freedom fighters in a negative light, especially when it came to events like

the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. “General Dyer and his granddaughter said we were

a set of terrorists and looters who deserved to be shot. He stopped shooting

because he ran out of bullets. How can you whitewash history to such an extent

that you create a false narrative?” he said.

Madhavan's 'Kesari Chapter 2'

R Madhavan was last seen in 'Kesari Chapter 2', he plays Neville McKinley in the

film, a British lawyer who opposes Akshay Kumar’s character, Sir C. Sankaran Nair,

in a courtroom fight. The film tells the story of Nair’s struggle to bring justice after

the 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre. Madhavan’s role is that of a strong

antagonist, representing the British Crown in this historical legal drama.
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EXPRESS OPINION
BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

NCERT’s attempt to change history in
school textbooks undermines our

diverse past
History is not written only on the pages of textbooks; history is also inscribed in the collective

memory of people. Memory cannot be erased at will

In the recent past, NCERT has introduced other curriculum changes that have provoked debate. (Express file photo)
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The latest changes introduced by the National Council of Educational Research and Training

(NCERT) in the social science and English textbooks for class VII have sparked many controversies.

Previously, students of class VII had three separate books for history, geography, and social and

political life. However, NCERT has now put these three subjects into one unified volume titled

Exploring Society: India and Beyond (Part I). The second part of this new book is likely to come out

within a few months. Previously class VII history book included sections on the medieval Delhi

Sultanate (12th-15th centuries) and the rise of the Mughal Empire in the 16th century, but the new

combined textbook has omitted these topics. NCERT has also not cleared its stance about whether

these topics would be covered in the forthcoming second volume. Many educationists are sceptical

about the inclusion of these topics in the second part of the book. Such scepticism is indeed not

unfounded.

In the recent past, NCERT has introduced other curriculum changes that have provoked debate.

For instance, last year, it made significant revisions to the class XII history syllabus, pointing out

that the recent archaeological research effectively dismissed the theory that the fall of the

Harappan civilisation was caused by the migration of the Aryans into India. Such a change clearly

implies that the Aryans should not be considered foreigners to the Indian subcontinent. Similarly, in

a class VI history textbook, the NCERT removed the word “Hindu” from a chapter on Birsa Munda.

The earlier edition of the book mentioned that Birsa Munda had “opposed the missionaries and

Hindu landlords.” In the new edition, the word “Hindu” was deleted from this sentence.

The new class VII social science textbook includes a chapter titled “How the Land Became Sacred.”

It begins with a quotation from the Bhagavata Purana and discusses the sacredness and significance

of pilgrimage sites for all religions. The chapter even contains a special section on the Kumbh Mela.

Naturally, academics have questioned whether a school textbook can have a chapter on the sacred

nature of religious sites at all.

It is evident that in making changes to the school textbooks, NCERT’s primary target is history. It

seems that NCERT aims to present a fragmentary picture of Indian history to the students that is

likely to erase the image of a country that celebrated unity in diversity. Notably, for the ideological

purposes of the state, young minds happen to be the most fertile breeding ground.

Louis Althusser showed long ago that among the ideological state apparatuses, the school is the

most powerful and effective one in modern times. A child spends most of the time of a day in school.
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To a child, a textbook can appear as the gospel truth. This is why, silently, the state performs the

task of manipulating future citizens using the school as an ideological state apparatus.

Also in Opinions | Northeast India is not only magnificent but also strategically crucial. Our textbooks must
reflect that

Two important points need to be noted here. First, in a post-modern sphere of understanding,

nobody can call history sacrosanct. Multiple interpretations of a historical event are, of course,

always available. The perspective chosen for writing a historical event determines which version of

history will be presented to the readers. But can well-established facts ever be altered? For instance,

Birsa Munda fought against Hindu zamindars; this is a fact. Similarly, will the history of India be

complete without the Mughal era?

MOST READ

Second, the NCERT is an autonomous central body. It can prepare textbooks and advise on various

subjects for both the central and state school boards, but it cannot compel all the boards to adopt its
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recommendations. The reason is simple. Since education is on the concurrent list of the Indian

Constitution, state governments are not always obliged to accept the recommendations of NCERT.

For example, in West Bengal, the English-medium schools affiliated with the state’s Board of

Secondary Education do not use NCERT textbooks. The same is true in many other states of India.

Even the ICSE board mostly does not use NCERT books. Only the CBSE board religiously uses

NCERT textbooks. So, the ideological turn is not going to have a large-scale impact across the

schools.

Against this backdrop, one must return to Althusser. He maintains that even within a state-

controlled system of education, there are always a few teachers who do not teach students toeing

the ideological line; rather, they teach them to think differently. Many may recall the school Udayan

Pandit runs in Satyajit Ray’s film Hirak Rajar Deshe. Despite the oppression of the state, it is

ultimately Udayan Pandit who comes out victorious in his rebellion against the King. There are

many Udayan Pandits even in the schools that teach NCERT textbooks. It should also not be

forgotten that the federal structure of India is the greatest safeguard for the ethos of unity in

diversity in India. Moreover, history is not written only on the pages of textbooks; history is also

inscribed in the collective memory of people. Memory cannot be erased at will.

The writer is professor, Department of English and Culture Studies, and director, Centre for

Australian Studies, University of Burdwan
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Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-USHA)​
Building Stronger Institutions for a Knowledge-Driven Future

Posted On: 02 MAY 2025 3:48PM

Introduction

The PM-USHA is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme launched by the Ministry of Education, Government of India, in June
2023. It aims to enhance the quality of higher education in State-run institutions by promoting accessibility, equity,
accountability, affordability, and quality, aligning with the five pillars of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. As the
demand for higher education is increasing continuously over the years, there has been an unprecedented expansion in the
number of institutions, universities, and volume of students in the country.

Recently, a two-day National Workshop on Multi-Disciplinary Education and Research Universities (MERU) under
Pradhan Mantri Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (PM-USHA) was held on April 30, 2025 and May 1, 2025 at ICAR, New
Delhi. The event saw the participation of over 64 Vice Chancellors from over 64 different universities, along with State
officials represented by State Project Directors of Higher Education. The national workshop provided essential guidance on
how best to implement various elements of the NEP in collaboration with central and state government funding. The Union
Minister of State for Education and Development of the North Eastern Region announced that for 35 universities, the Ministry
is providing Rs. 100 crore each for implementing 44 mandatory activities under the MERU components. Further, during
this two-day seminar 12 important sessions were held on topics like UGC Regulations for NEP Implementation, Clustering
and Collaboration for Multidisciplinary Education, Holistic Education through Integration of Skilling and Industry Connect,
etc. Eminent academicians and officials participated in these speaker sessions.
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Funding and Implementation

PM-USHA has an outlay of ₹12,926.10 crore for the period 2023-24 to 2025-26. A total of 33 States and Union Territories
have signed the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for participating in the scheme. In the first and second meetings of
the Project Approval Board for PM-USHA, 440 units have been approved in various States/UTs with a total amount of
₹5,613.12 crore under various components. For FY 2025-26, the budget for this scheme has been kept ₹1,815 crore.

PM-USHA is funded through the Ministry of Education (MoE) with prescribed contributions from the State governments
and Union Territories (UTs). The project cost in the public-funded institutions for all sub-components is shared between the
Central Government and State Governments in the ratio of 90:10 for North Eastern States, J&K, Himachal Pradesh, and
Uttarakhand and 60:40 for the Other States and UTs with Legislature, the UTs without Legislature would be 100%
centrally funded under this scheme.

The amount of Management Monitoring Evaluation and Research (MMER) grants is 2% of the total fund approved, out
of which 1 % will be released to the States/ UTs and 1% will be utilized by the Centre. The fund will be utilized for activities
related to the implementation and monitoring of the scheme by the States/ UTs and Centre such as operation of the technical
support group, monitoring portal etc. All States/UTs will be eligible for these grants.
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PM-USHA shall be implemented and monitored through an institutional structure of bodies with clearly defined roles and
powers at the Central, State, and institutional levels. All the bodies shall monitor the progress of the scheme at their
respective levels, starting right from the institutional level up to the national level.

Background

Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) was a Centrally Sponsored Scheme to fund States/UTs institutions, with
the vision to attain higher levels of access, equity, and excellence in the State higher education system with greater efficiency,
transparency, accountability, and responsiveness. The first phase of the scheme was launched in 2013 and the second phase
was launched in 2018. Now, in the light of the National Education Policy, RUSA scheme has been launched as PM-USHA.

RUSA 1.0 and RUSA 2.0 have resulted in significant progress in a number of higher educational indicators like Gross
Enrollment Ratio (GER), and Accreditation (Quality Reforms), Student-Teacher ratio, etc. However, the gap still
remained vis-à-vis. access, inclusion, enrolment, quality enhancement, skilling, employability, technology, etc. and therefore,
some new interventions were required for achieving the targets and reducing the gaps, ensuring better output and outcome.

PM-USHA addresses key gaps highlighted in the NITI Aayog's Evaluation Report by redesigning and rationalizing
existing schemes for greater impact. It focuses on enhancing graduate employability through market-linked courses,
industry collaboration, internships, and skill-based education. The scheme emphasizes tracking employability outcomes,
identifying skill gaps, and introducing employment-led vocational modules. It promotes the use of technology and open
distance learning to improve access and quality, supports institutions in improving National Assessment and Accreditation
Council (NAAC) accreditation, and encourages quality initiatives, virtual learning, community participation, and gender
sensitization, while closely monitoring outputs and outcomes. With the emergence of the NEP 2020 and recommendations of
NITI Aayog, an effort has been made to give a new and energized structure to this phase of the scheme.

Objectives

The objectives of this scheme are:

1. To improve the overall quality of existing state higher educational institutions (HEIs) by ensuring their conformity to
prescribed norms and standards and adoption of accreditation as a quality assurance framework.
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2. Usher transformative reforms in the State higher education system by creating a facilitating institutional structure
for planning and monitoring at the state level, promoting autonomy in State Universities, and improving governance in
institutions.

3. Implementation of recommendations of the NEP 2020 through funding support provided to State HEIs.
4. Ensure governance, academic, and examination (and evaluation) reforms in the State higher educational institutions

and establish backward and forward linkages with school education on one hand and employment market, on the other
hand, to facilitate self-reliance and thus creating an Atmanirbhar Bharat.

5. Create an enabling atmosphere in the higher educational institutions to devote themselves to research and innovations.
6. Correct regional imbalances in access to higher education by facilitating access to high-quality institutions in urban &

semi‐urban areas, creating opportunities for students from rural areas to get access to better quality institutions, and
setting up institutions in unserved & underserved areas.

7. Developing infrastructure for ODL/Online/Digital mode of education in such States/UTs.
8. Improve equity in higher education by providing adequate opportunities for higher education to socially deprived

communities; promote inclusion of women, minorities, SC/ST/OBCs, and special-abled persons.
9. To identify and fill up the existing gaps in higher education, by augmenting and supporting the State Governments’

efforts.
10. Enhancing employability through skilling and vocationalization.
11. Improving accreditation status of accredited institutions and getting accreditation of non-accredited institutions.
12. Providing better hostel facilities in remote areas.
13. Establishing New Model Degree Colleges in the districts where there are no Government and Government-aided

institutions. So far, the Project Approval Board has approved a total of 8 units in the eligible States/UTs (4 in Nagaland,
2 in Manipur and 2 in Meghalaya) with a total amount of ₹119.98 crore for New Model Degree Colleges.

14. Focusing on low GER, Left Wing Extremism (LWE), border area districts, aspirational districts and districts with
higher SC/ ST population.

15. Focus on multidisciplinary education, including STEM, commerce and humanities fields of education.

Scope and Coverage

PM-USHA covers government and government-aided institutions of the States and Union Territories. It prioritizes
educationally unserved or underserved areas, including rural regions, to improve their quality. Under PM-USHA, priority
is given to Focus Districts identified by the concerned States/UTs, subject to either 5 districts or a maximum of 50% of their
districts (whichever is higher), based on various criteria, including low Gross Enrolment Ratio, gender parity, population
proportion and enrolment proportion for females, transgenders, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward
Classes, as well as Aspirational/Border Area/Left Wing Extremism prone districts. The recommendation of institutions shall be
done by the State/ UT Governments/ State Higher Education Council (SHEC). The final decision shall be taken by the
Centre.

Components and Activities

The components of the scheme have been structured to improve the higher education scenario in States/UTs by targeting the:

Existing Higher Educational Institutions, in keeping with the philosophy of NEP 2020, to consolidate and transform
existing institutions.
Districts as a unit of planning and strategizing for improving access and equity.
Areas with no HEIs, to improve educational parameters in un-serviced areas.
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NCERT Row: R Madhavan questions

Chola empire’s absence in

textbooks, criticises Mughal-

focused syllabus

Story by TOI Entertainment Desk • • 3 min read
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Actor R Madhavan has raised strong concerns over how Indian

history is portrayed in school textbooks, pointing out that key parts

of the country’s past, especially the achievements of southern

kingdoms, are often overlooked. He feels the current narrative gives

disproportionate focus to certain dynasties while underplaying others

like the Cholas and Pandyas. His comments come at a time when

NCERT is facing criticism for its recent changes to school history

books.

NCERT Row: R Madhavan questions Chola empire’s absence in textbooks, criticises

Mughal-focused syllabus
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In a chat with News18 Showsha, he questioned why certain parts of

Indian history get more focus than others. “I might get into trouble

for saying this, but I’ll still say it,” he began. “When I studied history

in school, there were eight chapters on the Mughals, two on the

Harappa and Mohenjo-daro civilisations, four on British rule and the

freedom struggle, and just one chapter on the southern kingdoms —

the Cholas, Pandyas, Pallavas, and Cheras.”

A Glorious Empire, Barely Mentioned

Madhavan expressed disappointment over the lack of focus on the

Chola Empire in school textbooks, despite its significant influence on

history. He highlighted that while the Mughals and British ruled for

around 800 years, the Chola Empire lasted 2,400 years and pioneered

sea travel, with trade routes reaching Rome. He noted that their

cultural and religious influence spread as far as Korea, yet this rich

history is condensed into just one chapter.

READ ALSO: R Madhavan admits no one does romance like Shah

Rukh Khan: 'But he needs a heroine of his age'

Mughal Chapters Removed

Madhavan’s remarks come at a time when the NCERT has decided to

remove all references to the Mughal Empire and the Delhi Sultanate

from Class 7 history textbooks. These topics have been replaced with

lessons on sacred geography, the Maha Kumbh festival, and

government schemes like Make in India and Beti Bachao, Beti

Padhao. The decision has caused quite a stir, with people both

supporting and criticising the move. Madhavan used this moment to

highlight how history is often shaped by certain narratives—and how

that affects how we see ourselves.

“Whose narrative is this? Who decided the syllabus? Tamil is the

oldest language in the world, but nobody knows about it. The

scientific knowledge hidden in our culture is being mocked right

now,” he said.

‘Kesari Chapter 2’ and the Fight to Reclaim History
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Madhavan also defended his film, ‘Kesari Chapter 2: The Untold Story

of Jallianwala Bagh’, which has faced some criticism for creative

choices. He explained that while some may accuse the makers of

taking liberties, the film is trying to present a more complete version

of history. “Don’t blame us for bringing the truth about history. The

easiest way to discredit us is by saying that we took liberties, Going

back to what I said, I shouldn’t be getting into trouble for this,

because it’s a fact," he argued.

Calling Out Whitewashed History

He also spoke strongly against the way the British version of Indian

history often painted freedom fighters in a negative light, especially

when it came to events like the Jallianwala Bagh massacre. “General

Dyer and his granddaughter said we were a set of terrorists and

looters who deserved to be shot. He stopped shooting because he

ran out of bullets. How can you whitewash history to such an extent

that you create a false narrative?” he said.

Madhavan's 'Kesari Chapter 2'

R Madhavan was last seen in 'Kesari Chapter 2', he plays Neville

McKinley in the film, a British lawyer who opposes Akshay Kumar’s

character, Sir C. Sankaran Nair, in a courtroom fight. The film tells the

story of Nair’s struggle to bring justice after the 1919 Jallianwala

Bagh massacre. Madhavan’s role is that of a strong antagonist,

representing the British Crown in this historical legal drama.

https://youtu.be/W3NRbTCqzSA?si=_74Y-3YiGgOm8aE3
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From policy to practice: Time to rethink education reform
India must prioritise foundational learning and systemic change to make education reform truly effective
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Since independence, India has crafted four national education policies, in 1968, 1986, a revision in 1992, and the latest New Education

Policy 2020 (NEP 2020). These policies have evolved with time from ensuring access and literacy, to focusing on equity and inclusion,

to quality of education, decentralised planning and teacher training.

The first policy in 1968 emphasised basic literacy. In 1986, the spotlight shifted to quality education with such programs as Sarv

Shiksha Abhiyan. It was not until 34 years later that NEP 2020 pointed out that there were 5 crore children in primary schools who

lacked foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) skills. It was an urgent call to action.

Within one year, in July 2021, the NIPUN Bharat Mission, with a deadline of 2026/27 was set up to help State and UT governments put

the highest priority on education in FLN. Yet, as we near the final year of the mission, the picture is nowhere near as rosy as hoped.
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There are lessons in this for all aspects of education reform, and what must be done differently to achieve goals. Reforms have often

been layered on top of existing systems. The NCERT / SCERT books have not, by and large, changed their content or shifted their focus

to FLN. The timetable, the syllabus with multiple subjects and the full curriculum and the systems they operate in have remained

largely intact, while real reform would have required making space for FLN. This reveals a core aspect of policy reform in education.

Some states did respond with bridge courses, campaigns, supplementary materials, and training, stricter supervision of FLN goals, but

these efforts were generally short-term and not systemic. They were layered on the regular school schedules. Teachers have been asked

to juggle between more goals.

Systems have often dictated which pages to teach in which week, and how to teach and assess. This stifles initiative and keeps past

agendas intact. If we are to rethink education reform, teachers will need more autonomy, time and trust. Instead of holding them

accountable for page counts, let them teach for impact; hold them accountable for outcomes.

Progressive policies like NEP 2020 speak of joyful learning, collaboration, critical thinking and flexibility, yet teaching is still driven by

rigid curricula. Unless we define success differently, reforms will remain on paper and become tick box exercises.

FLN is not one goal among many. We agree it is the gateway to all others. But the system treats it as an add-on. Textbooks remain

unchanged, the school timetable still puts priority on syllabus coverage, and there’s a lot more added on a teacher’s plate, with nothing

taken out. Meanwhile, children are slipping behind, despite major focus, effort, and expenditure.

To shift focus from policy to practice, we may need to more effectively engage the private sector, especially those institutions involved in

cutting-edge research on education, and look at recent evidence on what is working. Accelerating Learning for All is a disruptive way to

educate children which starts with swift, effective teaching of FLN skills in an average of 45 days, then plugs into existing textbooks, to

ensure newly acquired skills help children cover the textbook content more effectively, and time efficiently, leading to a quality

education for all.

To ensure education is impactful and real, we need to be a little more circumspect of existing ‘best’ practices, even as results from them

after years have not shown much traction. We need to open up to new ways of conducting education. We need to allow new practices

and pedagogies to surface.

Many NGOs have been researching new and more impactful ways to educate. They need to be welcomed to showcase their results

without overlapping mandates with other NGOs in the same geographies. A comparative analysis based on evidence needs to be

conducted by DIETs and third parties to objectively evaluate the impact of the various approaches.

Policymakers need to support those practices that show results on the ground, then scale those ideas that show promise, then fully

integrate them within systems for permanent change, to reap their benefits into the future, rather than keep filling gaps created by an

inadequate education.

The author is the CEO of Dignity Education Vision International (DEVI Sansthan).
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NCERT textbook revision: R Madhavan

comments ‘I might get into trouble for

saying this but…’
“The British and the Mughals ruled us for close to 800 years, but the Chola Empire is

2,400 years old,” said Madhavan commenting on the lack of representation of Dravidian

history and the recent revisions in the NCERT textbooks.

Written by FE Online

May 2, 2025 13:00 IST

Kesari 2 star R Madhavan reacted on the recent NCERT syllabus change and deletion of

chapters from Class 7 textbooks.

Popular actor R Madhavan who plays the role of the antagonist Akshay Kumar’s

Kesari Chapter 2, in an interview with News 18 recently commented on the NCERT

textbook revisions. After the section of Mughal Empire was deleted from Class 7

textbook, the actor questioned, “I might get into trouble for saying this, but I’ll still

say it. When I studied history in school, there were eight chapters on the Mughals,
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two on the Harappa and Mohenjo-daro civilisations, four on British rule and the

freedom struggle, and just one chapter on the southern kingdoms — the Cholas,

Pandyas, Pallavas, and Cheras”.

The National Council of Eductional Research and Training (NCERT) has removed key

sections on the Delhi Sultanate, Mughal Empire, caste system, and social

movements from the Class 7 history textbook. New additions highlight government

schemes like Make in India and Beti Bachao, and cultural topics like Char Dham

pilgrimages.
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NCERT drops all portions on Mughals, Delhi Sultanate from Class 7 books, adds

Maha Kumbh – Here’s how internet reacted 

“The British and the Mughals ruled us for close to 800 years, but the Chola Empire is

2,400 years old,” Madhavan claimed. He further added, “They were pioneers of sea

travel and naval power. They had spice routes that extended to Rome. Where’s that

part of our history? Where’s the mention of us building temples all the way to

Angkor Wat with our mighty naval forces? Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism

spread to China. People in Korea speak half Tamil because that’s how far our

language reached. And we encapsulated all of this in just one chapter.”
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HPCL profit rises 26% at Rs 3,415

cr

Industry 1 hr ago

HPCL reported a 26% increase in

consolidated net profit in Q4, with a

sequential increase of 34%. However, on a

cumulative basis, the net profit declined

by 58% in FY25. The company’s operating

margins also improved, and it achieved its

highest-ever refinery throughput and sal…
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He further questioned who decided the syllabus for the students and the second-

hand narrative set for them. Furthermore, he expressed how the British

Government created a “false narrative” of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, putting

the onus of fault on the Indians who died. To this he cleverly added that he

shouldn’t be getting into trouble for stating the facts.
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Kesari Chapter 2: The Untold Story of the Jallianwala Bagh is a film which marks the

106th anniversary of the horrific event in Indian history. As per Madhavan the film

“sets the narrative right” and how they are not mere “creative liberties” taken by the

team. Based on C. Sankaran’s biography, the lawyer who took the British to court,

General Dyer was truly accountable for the massacre.

Currently, the NCERT textbooks carry the content on Mughals and Delhi Sultanate.

However, they are to integrate a new chapter called “How the Land became Sacred”

which will emphasise on jyotirlingas, Char Dham yatra, Shakti pithas and sacred

geographies. These changes align with the New Education Policy (NEP) and the

National Curriculum Framework (NCFSE) 2023. It has been clarfified that more

revisions and changes are expected.
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DLF Privana New launch High-Rise Residence In Gurugram
DLF Privana Gurgaon - New Launch 4 BHK Luxury Apartments starts ₹10 Cr* Onwards. 
Exclusive 3800 Sq. Ft.* Onwards, 05 Towers across 20 Acres*, Located on Main SPR Road.…

Enquire Now
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Tata Neu Credit Card with Extraordinary rewards
Upgrade to Tata Neu HDFC Bank Credit Card for extraordinary benefits and privileges

Apply Now

Ambience Creacions, Gurugram | Sponsored

Ready-to-move-in luxury residences in Sector 22 Gurugram
Book 2, 3&4 BHK fully loaded ready-to-move-in apartments at Ambience Creacions from 
3.60Cr* in Sec 22, Gurugram

Learn More

ATS Homekraft in Dwarka Expwy | 4.5 BHK Premium Residences
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Actor R Madhavan has voiced strong concerns about the way Indian history is
taught in schools, particularly as the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) faces criticism for removing chapters on the Delhi Sultanate and
Mughal empire from Class 7 history textbooks, as per a recent development
reported by NDTV Movies.

The actor, who stars alongside Akshay Kumar in Karan Singh Tyagi's Kesari Chapter
2, highlighted the imbalance in historical education, noting that during his school
years, "there were eight chapters on the Mughals, two on the Harappa and Mohenjo-
daro civilisations, four on British rule and the freedom struggle and just one chapter
on the southern kingdoms — the Cholas, Pandyas, Pallavas, and Cheras."

Madhavan emphasised that the 2,400-year-old Chola Empire, which established
extensive sea routes reaching Rome and built temples as far as Angkor Wat, received
minimal attention compared to the Mughals and British, who ruled for a combined
800 years. He questioned the current educational narrative, particularly lamenting
how Tamil, which he described as "the oldest language in the world," lacks proper
recognition.

"Whose narrative is this? Who decided the syllabus? Tamil is the oldest language in
the world, but nobody knows about it. The scientific knowledge hidden in our
culture is being mocked right now," the actor stated.

The controversy comes amid NCERT's recent curriculum revisions that have not
only removed sections on the Delhi Sultanate and Mughals but also eliminated
references to social movements and the caste system. In their place, new content
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focuses on recent government initiatives like Make in India and religious
pilgrimages such as the Char Dham Yatra.

Madhavan also criticised colonial perspectives in education, particularly regarding
the Jallianwala Bagh massacre, which coincidentally forms the historical backdrop
for his current film Kesari Chapter 2, a fictionalised account based on the book The
Case That Shook the Empire.

criticism Indian history R Madhavan NCERT curriculum

History syllabus

Advertise

Do This 15 Minutes
A Day And Earn
₹17250 Per Hour. ...

Passive Income

This 1 Trick Can
Boost Your Income
- Just Do This ...

Passive Income

Delhi: Woman
Shares How She
Became Rich With
The ...

Passive Income

Show Comments

Advertisement

Related Stories

US visa floodgates open? — Thousands of slots unlocked
for Indian students!

EdexLive Desk 06 May 2025

"One small step for IIT Delhi, giant step for Indian
citizens": IIT Delhi conducts CAIC student elections
through E-Voting

EdexLive Desk 06 May 2025

Advertisement

Powered by:

Breaking News Campus Exam Deep Dive Study Abroad Web Stories Opinion Do You Know Videos ThinkEdu Soch with Coach

31 / 358

https://www.edexlive.com/topic/criticism
https://www.edexlive.com/topic/indian-history
https://www.edexlive.com/topic/r-madhavan
https://www.edexlive.com/topic/ncert-curriculum
https://www.edexlive.com/topic/history-syllabus
https://widgets.mgid.com/?utm_source=www.edexlive.com&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=widgets&utm_content=1680955
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/22125113/i/58011613/0/pp/1/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwTY_G0tSXhFsZAq6zZlP-txjKdjwOCpUU6fyfaifMAd0_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPvtebyQ7ncUCO9nh589IQDk*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&k=1680955fc*f!fZapz6-mfZapz7J.fNzU0OGM0OGYzMzg4NTEwOWE2NGVjZGE5NzU2NDcwYjA%3DfNDA3*DM0f!ffff!ff%2C*f%2C*ffQf*faHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWRleGxpdmUuY29tL25ld3MvMjAyN%249NYXkvMDMvd2hvc2UtbmFycmF0aXZlLWlzLXRoaXMtbWFkaGF2YW4tY3JpdGljaXNlcy1tb2NrZWQtaW5kaWFuLWhlcml0YWdlLWFzLW5jZXJ0LWN1cnJpY3VsdW0tY2hhbmdlcy1zcGFyay1vdXRyYWdlfOzsvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3DfKysvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3Df%3DfNDA3*DM0*DM0MHw0fMQ%3D%3Df%2Bf!fcfNTB8MTI3*DMzOXw0fVWfMAff!fTW96aWxsY%2481LjAgKFdpbmRvd3MgTlQgMTAuMDsgV2luNjQ7IHg2NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChL%24FRNTCwgbGlrZ%24BHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzEzN%244wLjAuMCBTYWZhcmkvNTM3LjM2fUERGVmlld2Vy*ENocm9tZVBERlZpZXdlcnxDaHJvbWl1bVBERlZpZXdlcnxNaWNyb3NvZnRFZGdlUERGVmlld2Vy*FdlYktpdGJ1aWx0LWluUERGf!fV2luMzI%3DfMzMwfMXwxMDA%3DfMTM2Nnw3MjA%3DfdW5rbm93bnw0Z3wwf!f!fQfcAwSm%3Aff*(IiouW*&wrst=1746608288&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&k=1680955fc*f!fZapz6-mfZapz7J.fNzU0OGM0OGYzMzg4NTEwOWE2NGVjZGE5NzU2NDcwYjA%3DfNDA3*DM0f!ffff!ff%2C*f%2C*ffQf*faHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWRleGxpdmUuY29tL25ld3MvMjAyN%249NYXkvMDMvd2hvc2UtbmFycmF0aXZlLWlzLXRoaXMtbWFkaGF2YW4tY3JpdGljaXNlcy1tb2NrZWQtaW5kaWFuLWhlcml0YWdlLWFzLW5jZXJ0LWN1cnJpY3VsdW0tY2hhbmdlcy1zcGFyay1vdXRyYWdlfOzsvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3DfKysvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3Df%3DfNDA3*DM0*DM0MHw0fMQ%3D%3Df%2Bf!fcfNTB8MTI3*DMzOXw0fVWfMAff!fTW96aWxsY%2481LjAgKFdpbmRvd3MgTlQgMTAuMDsgV2luNjQ7IHg2NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChL%24FRNTCwgbGlrZ%24BHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzEzN%244wLjAuMCBTYWZhcmkvNTM3LjM2fUERGVmlld2Vy*ENocm9tZVBERlZpZXdlcnxDaHJvbWl1bVBERlZpZXdlcnxNaWNyb3NvZnRFZGdlUERGVmlld2Vy*FdlYktpdGJ1aWx0LWluUERGf!fV2luMzI%3DfMzMwfMXwxMDA%3DfMTM2Nnw3MjA%3DfdW5rbm93bnw0Z3wwf!f!fQfcAwSm%3Aff*(IiouW*&wrst=1746608288&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&k=1680955fc*f!fZapz6-mfZapz7J.fNzU0OGM0OGYzMzg4NTEwOWE2NGVjZGE5NzU2NDcwYjA%3DfNDA3*DM0f!ffff!ff%2C*f%2C*ffQf*faHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWRleGxpdmUuY29tL25ld3MvMjAyN%249NYXkvMDMvd2hvc2UtbmFycmF0aXZlLWlzLXRoaXMtbWFkaGF2YW4tY3JpdGljaXNlcy1tb2NrZWQtaW5kaWFuLWhlcml0YWdlLWFzLW5jZXJ0LWN1cnJpY3VsdW0tY2hhbmdlcy1zcGFyay1vdXRyYWdlfOzsvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3DfKysvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3Df%3DfNDA3*DM0*DM0MHw0fMQ%3D%3Df%2Bf!fcfNTB8MTI3*DMzOXw0fVWfMAff!fTW96aWxsY%2481LjAgKFdpbmRvd3MgTlQgMTAuMDsgV2luNjQ7IHg2NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChL%24FRNTCwgbGlrZ%24BHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzEzN%244wLjAuMCBTYWZhcmkvNTM3LjM2fUERGVmlld2Vy*ENocm9tZVBERlZpZXdlcnxDaHJvbWl1bVBERlZpZXdlcnxNaWNyb3NvZnRFZGdlUERGVmlld2Vy*FdlYktpdGJ1aWx0LWluUERGf!fV2luMzI%3DfMzMwfMXwxMDA%3DfMTM2Nnw3MjA%3DfdW5rbm93bnw0Z3wwf!f!fQfcAwSm%3Aff*(IiouW*&wrst=1746608288&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077972/i/58011613/0/pp/2/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwVX1-rriu1d8ka4PSg6qYs6gGskT_nhTDYerwbnvtHUd_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPk5E3spEcWjs7WwFEXISSIs*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&k=1680955fc*f!fZapz6-mfZapz7JHfNzU0OGM0OGYzMzg4NTEwOWE2NGVjZGE5NzU2NDcwYjA%3DfNDA3*Dczf!ffff!ff%2C*f*ffQf*faHR0cHM6Ly93d3cuZWRleGxpdmUuY29tL25ld3MvMjAyN%249NYXkvMDMvd2hvc2UtbmFycmF0aXZlLWlzLXRoaXMtbWFkaGF2YW4tY3JpdGljaXNlcy1tb2NrZWQtaW5kaWFuLWhlcml0YWdlLWFzLW5jZXJ0LWN1cnJpY3VsdW0tY2hhbmdlcy1zcGFyay1vdXRyYWdlfOzsvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3DfKysvbmV3cy8yMDI1L01he%248wMy93aG9zZ%241uYXJyYXRpdmUtaXMtdGhpcy1tYWRoYXZhbi1jcml0aWNpc2VzLW1vY2tlZC1pbmRpYW4taGVyaXRhZ2UtYXMtbmNlcnQtY3VycmljdWx1b%241jaGFuZ2VzLXNwYXJrLW91dHJhZ2U%3Df%3DfNDA3*Dcz*DMzNHw1OQ%3D%3DfMQ%3D%3Df%2Bf!fcfMTd8MTM2*DMzM3w1OQ%3D%3DfVWfMAff!fTW96aWxsY%2481LjAgKFdpbmRvd3MgTlQgMTAuMDsgV2luNjQ7IHg2NCkgQXBwbGVXZWJLaXQvNTM3LjM2IChL%24FRNTCwgbGlrZ%24BHZWNrbykgQ2hyb21lLzEzN%244wLjAuMCBTYWZhcmkvNTM3LjM2fUERGVmlld2Vy*ENocm9tZVBERlZpZXdlcnxDaHJvbWl1bVBERlZpZXdlcnxNaWNyb3NvZnRFZGdlUERGVmlld2Vy*FdlYktpdGJ1aWx0LWluUERGf!fV2luMzI%3DfMzMwfMXwxMDA%3DfMTM2Nnw3MjA%3DfdW5rbm93bnw0Z3wwf!f!fQfcAwSm%3Aff*(SkCvx%2B&wrst=1746608288&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/23077958/i/58011613/0/pp/3/4?h=y6Qo0A5OhW1ZpDsfWi-DwQWJh4h0H1T_Hh-zbHP1aRhvjgvJBMX6LnVHrMxIYHOw_MBhGTcj0dpJtiaOUNgkPobfCZMohoylxCpDxf0i67M*&rid=62546260-2b21-11f0-93cd-c4cbe1e8d87e&ts=google.com&tt=OrganicSearch&att=8&cpm=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=330&mp4=1&h2=_-NpJ5pROzk-XU8yx_ZWAQ3DfNd6hxYcfBpOe9fKffe71hBlBSGUFZGgsyt-1yCn&muid=p0gzV_Ri2SPl
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuN0kqxmI-5GNDNS5fnPC0ADYt_WvdpIlkp6wx06Krc-0ZXUQbzyxvpO9iHw99l_ZpO4i2u5ahNq5h8hh9HbSQmmnYyWYeHt69S0gFsf5HG8iR-vmapaCgITwYI0eHAOc778CJicOxZtOencu7vTkodZCxexXKEqevCcb3UJ20m04q1cDcmuI-JeZg7SJ4hfHNSGgYnYn6wAiFf25etxxRkhtuckg51Wa2vbLFR2ilOP7NUCyQyDSGxZujNWkmWN3i08WwcocEyRteGcu2vto9GFp2RJKMVTkAWJ4zEgenJV_igIh9g4RXA1dE2HuUG6BSsZ54nILz3Q7oPo79rfF829i-69Pow-E6Do3k9qQaO386QO1mg8FeCr9XmSTXTjbvtdYiKP17woAqfhIZG-5asi5mJsPxponsoS2g6EUvDiaMzWxit-g&sai=AMfl-YT94mP08J4rfegyvl531J5Wjapgepwkl8x0U-FTqW9MMiZK-owM5BdqvcrZrkiPg-YJBMUdAxbz4nIguLb4TW5pM-CCs2NA_nr8bfW5o6-qbWNKJmPeLS4HlAFG3KZ1ggtBaQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEWuH8SU95uQ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.bluehost.in/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuN0kqxmI-5GNDNS5fnPC0ADYt_WvdpIlkp6wx06Krc-0ZXUQbzyxvpO9iHw99l_ZpO4i2u5ahNq5h8hh9HbSQmmnYyWYeHt69S0gFsf5HG8iR-vmapaCgITwYI0eHAOc778CJicOxZtOencu7vTkodZCxexXKEqevCcb3UJ20m04q1cDcmuI-JeZg7SJ4hfHNSGgYnYn6wAiFf25etxxRkhtuckg51Wa2vbLFR2ilOP7NUCyQyDSGxZujNWkmWN3i08WwcocEyRteGcu2vto9GFp2RJKMVTkAWJ4zEgenJV_igIh9g4RXA1dE2HuUG6BSsZ54nILz3Q7oPo79rfF829i-69Pow-E6Do3k9qQaO386QO1mg8FeCr9XmSTXTjbvtdYiKP17woAqfhIZG-5asi5mJsPxponsoS2g6EUvDiaMzWxit-g&sai=AMfl-YT94mP08J4rfegyvl531J5Wjapgepwkl8x0U-FTqW9MMiZK-owM5BdqvcrZrkiPg-YJBMUdAxbz4nIguLb4TW5pM-CCs2NA_nr8bfW5o6-qbWNKJmPeLS4HlAFG3KZ1ggtBaQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzEWuH8SU95uQ&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.bluehost.in/
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/author/edexlive-desk
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/author/edexlive-desk
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/us-visa-floodgates-open-thousands-of-slots-unlocked-for-indian-students?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/news/2025/May/06/one-small-step-for-iit-delhi-giant-step-for-indian-citizens-iit-delhi-conducts-caic-student-elections-through-e-voting?utm_source=website&utm_medium=related-stories
https://playstream.media/
https://www.edexlive.com/
https://www.edexlive.com/breaking
https://www.edexlive.com/news
https://www.edexlive.com/campus
https://www.edexlive.com/exams
https://www.edexlive.com/deep-dive
https://www.edexlive.com/study-abroad
https://www.edexlive.com/web-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/opinion
https://www.edexlive.com/do-you-know
https://www.edexlive.com/thinkedu
https://www.edexlive.com/soch-with-the-coach


‘Our culture is being mocked’: Amid NCERT row, R Madhavan says history books focused more on Mughals

than South

R Madhavan in an interview called Tamil the ‘oldest language’ in the world. Slamming history textbooks taught at Indian schools, he questioned why only ‘one
chapter on the southern kingdoms.’

Sneha Biswas

Updated 2 May 2025, 04:59 PM IST

Bollywood actor R Madhavan talks about history books. (PTI Photo)(PTI)

Amid the NCERT row, Bollywood actor R Madhavan recalled how history books had more chapters on Mughals than Southern kingdoms. Calling

Tamil the ‘oldest language in the world’, the actor said students don't read enough about Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism's “spread to China”.

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is an autonomous organisation established by the government to improve

the quality of school education in India. The council has courted controversy over its reported decision to remove sections on Mughals and Delhi

Sultanate from Class XII books.

R Madhavan slams history books for eight chapters on Mughals

In an interview, the Kesari Chapter 2 actor questioned those who are responsible for those academic decisions. 

He told News18, "I might get into trouble for saying this, but I’ll still say it. When I studied history in school, there were eight chapters on the

Mughals, two on the Harappa and Mohenjo-daro civilisations, four on British rule and the freedom struggle, and just one chapter on the southern

kingdoms - the Cholas, Pandyas, Pallavas, and Cheras."

“The British and the Mughals ruled us for close to 800 years, but the Chola Empire is 2,400 years old. They were pioneers of sea travel and naval

power. They had spice routes that extended to Rome. Where’s that part of our history? Where’s the mention of us building temples all the way to

Angkor Wat with our mighty naval forces? Jainism, Buddhism, and Hinduism spread to China. People in Korea speak half Tamil because that’s how

far our language has reached. And we encapsulated all of this in just one chapter.”

He added, “Whose narrative is this? Who decided the syllabus? Tamil is the oldest language in the world, but nobody knows about it. The

scientific knowledge hidden in our culture is being mocked right now.”
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NCERT row explained

His remarks arrived amid the ongoing NCERT row regarding the historical representation in textbooks. 

The NCERT's decision to drop sections on Mughals and the Delhi Sultanate from Class XII books is said to align with the National Education

Policy (NEP) and the 2023 National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE), which focuses on integrating Indian traditions, cultural

narratives, and philosophies into the country’s evolving education system.

The development evoked mixed reactions from people across India.

Meanwhile, R Madhavan recently starred in Akshay Kumar's Kesari Chapter 2. The film also starred Ananya Panday. 

It was released on April 18. In the film, R Madhavan plays the role of Adv. Neville McKinley.
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Kerala asks Centre for more time to implement the
PM SHRI under NEP
Kerala’s objection to “saffronise” and ‘communalise” the education system through
NCERT textbooks was also taken up at the NCERT Council meet on Friday.

Kerala Education and Labour Minister P Sivankutty Photo | Vincent Pulickal

Express News Service

Updated on: 03 May 2025, 12:57 am 2 min read

Follow Us

NEW DELHI: Kerala Education and Labour Minister P Sivankutty on Friday
urged the Centre to release funds to the tune of Rs 1,500 crore due to the State
under numerous national educational programmes. He also sought more time
from the Centre to implement the PM SHRI (Pradhan Mantri Schools for
Rising India), a central scheme under the National Education Policy, 2020.
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Briefing newspersons in New Delhi after meeting Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan at his office on Friday, Sivankutty said, “We have taken
the stand that we want more time to implement the scheme. The Left parties
have a critical opinion about the NEP. We have sought more time from the
Centre.”

The Minister said, “If we sign the PM SHRI scheme in the morning, the Centre
assured us that we will get the money by evening. We cannot let go of Rs 1,500
crore,” he said.

Many of the guidelines under NEP have already been implemented by Kerala,
Sivankutty said. “Withholding of funds just because we object to the display
of `PM SHRI school’ boards in front of the institutions receiving the funds is a
violation of the 2009 Right to Education Act,” he elaborated. “We will explore
all avenues to get the money released, including taking the legal route, he
added.

Elaborating on the challenges faced by Kerala due to the withholding of
funds, the Minister said, “A total of 7,000 teachers have to be paid, free
uniform and school text books need to be provided, grants for library, sports,
schemes relating to the girl child and differently abled students need to be
released – all these will be strained if the Centre does not release the money.”
It was a cordial meeting but nothing substantial happened, he added.

Kerala’s objection to “saffronise” and ‘communalise” the education system
through NCERT textbooks was also taken up at the NCERT Council meet on
Friday.

Pradhan expresses the Centre’s commitment to NEP

The Centre is committed towards redefining education as envisioned in the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 as well as fulfilling the educational
priorities of Kerala, Pradhan said.

Releasing a statement after meeting Sivankutty, Pradhan said, “We held
fruitful discussions on strengthening the school education landscape,
fostering a more engaging learning environment and equipping the children
of Kerala with knowledge and skills to thrive in the 21st century.”

The NEP aims to transform the Indian education system by modernising it
and it replaces the previous policy of 1986. The Southern States, particularly
Tamil Nadu, have strongly opposed the three-language policy proposed by
NEP 2020. Tamil Nadu has vehemently opposed it and billed it a `Hindutva
policy’ by stating that it prioritises Hindi and Sanskrit over regional
languages while Kerala's response to it has been measured.
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NCERT’s new EVS book for class 4 promotes Indian Knowledge, ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’
Written By: ANI | Published on: May 5, 2025

ANI Photo | NCERT’s new EVS  book for class 4 promotes Indian Knowledge, ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’

NCERT’s new Enviromental Studies (EVS)  textbook for Class 4 integrates the Indian Knowledge System and showcases Indigenous
practices, aiming to deepen students’ connection with India’s rich cultural and heritage diversity.

Keeping in mind the linguistic diversity of the country, the book titled “Our Wondrous World” also provides context-specific examples and
activities that encourage children to explore equivalent terms in various Indian languages.

In Chapter 2, for example, the students are asked to name five flowers and their local names while in another activity they are taught how to
make natural dye using flowers.

The new book replaces the earlier EVS textbook “Looking Around”. It has been designed in accordance with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023. The book also aligns with the vision of
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam–the world is one family.

As per information available on the NCERT website, the book has five units–Our Community, Life Around Us, Health and Well-being,
Things Around Us, and Our Environment. Each unit follows a consistent and engaging structure, carefully designed to captivate young
learners.

Additionally, the Indian Knowledge System is woven into the content and illustrations, enabling children to appreciate and connect with the
vibrant culture and heritage of the country, as per the document.

“Indigenous practices are highlighted through case studies, illustrations and activities. Social phenomena are explored through diverse
experiences such as interaction with family members, neighbourhood surveys, and peer conversations,” the introduction of the book
mentions.

By empowering children to make responsible choices, the approach aligns with the noble vision of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam–a world united
as one family.
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To ensure linguistic inclusivity and enhance accessibility, the book incorporates local terms for commonly used objects–for instance, a bowl
is referred to as katori, and a spinning top is called lattu.

The illustrations are aligned with Indian culture and everyday surroundings, helping children relate to the content more easily.

The textbook also emphasised India’s cultural roots and the value of communal living, using examples such as the celebration of Van
Mahotsav to convey these themes.

The integrated approach is evident throughout the book, such as in Chapter 9, “Different Lands, Different Lives,” which revolves around
various landforms such as plains, deserts, coastal regions, and mountains and their influence on socio-cultural aspects like food, clothing,
art, and housing.

Through an example of a visit to four states (Punjab, Orissa, Rajashtan and Sikkhim), the chapter captures the essence of diversity and
emphasises the importance of appreciating the rich cultural diversity.

It also highlights how people overcome challenges, showcasing resilience in the process.

“The chapters present a seamless blend of tradition and modernity. While the  book offers opportunities for students to explore India’s rich
heritage, it also underlines the role of technology in everyday life,” the introduction to the  book mentioned.
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Can we offer a better alternative and reimagine the Social Science curriculum such that it
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individuals?

The focus is restricted to Hinduism, Sikhism, Buddhism, and Jainism while completely excluding some of the other major religious
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The NCERT has recently published the Social Science textbook for class VII. The book has once

again raised concerns among educationists, social scientists and the media around the inclusion of

certain specific themes and the exclusion of others. A few chapters under the themes titled

‘Tapestry of the Past’ and ‘Our Cultural Heritage and Knowledge Traditions’ have evoked much

controversy.

The book appears to be visually appealing for young learners. This is evident from the inclusion of

colourful and high-quality photographs of a variety of historical findings (archaeological artefacts

like coins, terracotta toys, sculptures, inscriptions and manuscripts), and historical maps as well as

illustrations based on historical events or well-known historical figures. These not only enhance the

aesthetic quality of the textbooks but also have the potential to bring the past alive in the

imagination of the child. The inclusion of two characters — a boy and a girl appearing at repeated

intervals with interesting questions written in a box titled “Let’s Explore” breaks the monotony of

the main textual narrative. The timelines mapping important events at the end of each chapter can

enable students to develop chronological thinking.

The value of any textbook, however, cannot be limited to the above. It must be vetted against its

ability to develop in students certain domain-specific competencies so that they acquire the

requisite “disciplinary rigour in both the methods and concepts of Social Science” (National

Curriculum Framework, 2023). The NCF 2023 provides a broad framework for these textbooks. It

enlists several of them under the section “Curricular Goals and Competencies” within Social

Sciences. Students in the middle stages, for instance, are expected to “comprehend and interpret

sources related to different aspects of human life and make meaningful interpretations.” These

curricular goals can be achieved only when the textbooks become less didactic and create space for

the learner to actively engage in a process of inquiry.

Some of the earlier textbooks published post-NCF 2005 and those developed by Eklavya (a non-

profit, non-governmental organisation working in education since the 1980s) were conceptualised

following a constructivist approach and critical pedagogy. The chapters in History in these

textbooks are replete with a range of primary sources (inscriptions, excerpts from different kinds of

literary sources like the Vedas, traveller’s accounts), accompanied by thought-provoking questions.

In the new books, barring a few chapters, very little emphasis is given to encourage the young

learners to develop the skills of analysis and interpretation. There is also no focus on familiarising
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the students with the historian’s craft — the process through which historians slowly and

painstakingly sift through a range of traces or reliable evidence to develop an understanding of the

past based on rational inquiry.

The NCF 2023 also expects the learners to draw “connections between the causes and effects of

different social and historical events or episodes and connect them with the overall impact on

human life.” However, understanding of the past, in the class VII textbooks, has been reduced to a

factual discussion around political dynasties — wars won and lost, territories conquered,

administrative measures, etc. For instance, the chapter ‘New Beginnings: Cities and State’ merely

discusses the early human settlements developing into janapadas and mahajanapadas and then into

empires, but offers no clear explanation of how such major transformations took place. That it was a

result of several socio-economic and political factors, including the increasing concentration of

power in a few hands, especially among the more dominant social groups (Kshatriyas and Brahmins)

in an increasingly hierarchical social structure legitimised through ostentatious rituals like

ashvamedha and rajasuya yajnas, is not mentioned.

Also in Opinion | India’s attitude has shifted – it’s about sustained pressure on Pakistan

The NCF 2023 also highlights the significance of inculcating in students an appreciation for India’s

rich past and present, including its cultural unity in diversity, pluralism, heritage, traditions,

literature, art, architecture, and philosophy. In keeping with this, the section on “Our Cultural

Heritage and Knowledge Traditions” has a chapter titled ‘How a Land Becomes Sacred’, which

includes detailed discussions around the “sacred sites” (pilgrimages), practices, and festivals

associated with a few of India’s religious and cultural belief systems.
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The chapter poses certain ethical and pedagogical concerns. The focus is restricted to Hinduism,

Sikhism, Buddhism, and Jainism while completely excluding some of the other major religious

systems like Islam and Christianity. If the purpose here is to instil in students the value of

pluralism, respect for cultures other than one’s own, are we really adhering to the aims of the NCF

2023? One wonders what kind of dilemma and sense of discomfort a teacher would be confronted

with in a classroom with students from diverse cultural backgrounds.

It is also important to mention that the textbook does not have any chapter related to the history of

the Delhi Sultanate and Mughals. Perhaps these may appear in the second part of the textbook. One

wonders what a history teacher in Delhi, out on a heritage walk with students, would do as they pass

by some of the most exquisite and magnificent architectural splendours like Humayun’s Tomb or

the Red Fort? How can one teach children to understand the connection between the past and

present if we cannot acknowledge the undeniable influence of these significant phases in medieval

history on almost every aspect of our lives today — art and architecture, music, dance and other art

forms, cuisine, language, clothing and fashion?

Also Read | Adolescence, love and POCSO: Intimacy must not be criminalised

Textbooks, worldwide, have always been the repository of “official knowledge” — knowledge that is

carefully selected and approved by dominant sections of society, that often leads to cultural silences

by excluding or distorting the culture and voice of the marginalised. Social Sciences emerged as a

school subject during the 19th century in the context of the rise of the modern nation state in the

Western world. While Civics was introduced in schools to inculcate among young citizens obedience

and patriotism, History was taught to instil a sense of pride and oneness through the construction

of a shared past.
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With changing political regimes across the world, History becomes a contested site, where differing

ideologies with opposing agendas clash. This explains why the History curriculum and textbooks are

subject to controversies. These ideological contestations clarify why certain historical figures and

communities, events, processes or cultures capture the limelight during a particular regime while

others are pushed to the margin, vilified, or totally obliterated.

Should Social Sciences continue to bear the burden of “glorifying” the past and promoting the

“sacredness” of specific geographies? As curriculum designers, educators and teachers, can we offer

a better alternative and reimagine the Social Science curriculum such that it encourages young

learners to become empathetic, humane, deliberative and transformative individuals?

The writer teaches at Azim Premji University. The views expressed are personal and do not reflect

those of the institution
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Image Credit - NCERT

In a major step to advance child safety through education, the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has introduced
messages on Personal Safety in the newly released Grade 4 Environmental
Studies (EVS) textbook. This initiative underscores NCERT’s commitment to

equipping children with essential life skills and fostering safe and supportive
learning environments.

The content for these messages was developed in collaboration with Arpan,
a Mumbai-based NGO that has worked extensively in the field of child sexual
abuse prevention for nearly twenty years. Arpan supported NCERT in finalising

age-appropriate content on 'Safe and Unsafe touch', drawing from its long-
standing Personal Safety Education (PSE) Programme, which has reached
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millions of children. The programme’s core principles—sensitive, action-
oriented, and tailored to a child’s developmental stage—were incorporated to
align with national educational goals.

By placing safety and dignity at the heart of the learning experience, these
messages enable children to understand personal boundaries, identify unsafe
situations, and seek help from their helpful adults—laying the foundation for a
culture of awareness and prevention. Arpan has also collaborated with NCERT
previously to integrate foundational concepts of safe and unsafe situations
into the Grade 2 Hindi textbook, helping younger children begin their journey
toward self-awareness and protection at an early stage.

“We are honoured to have collaborated with NCERT on this important step,”
said Pooja Taparia, CEO of Arpan. “It is heartening to see prevention being
prioritised so meaningfully, and we believe this will enable children across
India to grow up feeling safer and having more agency. While Arpan has
reached millions through teacher training, embedding these life skills into
the curriculum ensures every generation of children is equipped to
participate in their safety and be able to avert incidences that can greatly
impact their well-being.”
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As the new textbooks reach classrooms nationwide, they open the door for
vital conversations between children, educators, and families—normalising
dialogue around safety, consent, boundaries, and the right to seek help.
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Commentary

Omitting the Dark Saga of Muslim Rule from
NCERT Textbooks is an Awful Idea if True
The alleged proposal of the NCERT to omit the lessons of the Muslim rule
in India will prove disastrous

Mughal Tryanny dharmadispatch

Sandeep Balakrishna

Published on: 06 May 2025, 4:05 pm 5 min read

AT SOME POINT, one gets tired of regurgitating. Yet, one plods along the 
lonely furrow in the larger interest of this sacred Rashtra and Dharma. 

Commentary History Vignettes Notes on Culture Dispatches Podcasts Indian Languages Supp

57 / 358

https://www.dharmadispatch.in/commentary
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/author/sandeep-balakrishna
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/author/sandeep-balakrishna
https://www.twitter.com/dharmadispatch
https://www.twitter.com/dharmadispatch
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true&text=Omitting%20the%20Dark%20Saga%20of%20Muslim%20Rule%20from%20NCERT%20Textbooks%20is%20an%20Awful%20Idea%20if%20True&hashtags=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true&text=Omitting%20the%20Dark%20Saga%20of%20Muslim%20Rule%20from%20NCERT%20Textbooks%20is%20an%20Awful%20Idea%20if%20True&hashtags=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true&title=Omitting%20the%20Dark%20Saga%20of%20Muslim%20Rule%20from%20NCERT%20Textbooks%20is%20an%20Awful%20Idea%20if%20True
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true&title=Omitting%20the%20Dark%20Saga%20of%20Muslim%20Rule%20from%20NCERT%20Textbooks%20is%20an%20Awful%20Idea%20if%20True
mailto:?subject=Omitting%20the%20Dark%20Saga%20of%20Muslim%20Rule%20from%20NCERT%20Textbooks%20is%20an%20Awful%20Idea%20if%20True&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true
mailto:?subject=Omitting%20the%20Dark%20Saga%20of%20Muslim%20Rule%20from%20NCERT%20Textbooks%20is%20an%20Awful%20Idea%20if%20True&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.dharmadispatch.in%2Fcommentary%2Fomitting-the-dark-saga-of-muslim-rule-from-ncert-textbooks-is-an-awful-idea-if-true
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/commentary
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/history
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/culture
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/dispatches
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/podcasts
https://www.dharmadispatch.in/dd-support


Two years ago, I had written rather extensively on the NCERT’s decision to
delete chapters related to the Mughal rule from its 12  class textbook titled
Themes of Indian History-Part II, in a chapter entitled Kings and
Chronicles; the Mughal Courts (C. 16th and 17th centuries). Back then, the
NCERT had issued a clarification denying the same and  we can leave it at
that for now.

This time, it appears that the NCERT is all set to repeat the same feat of
dropping lessons covering the so-called Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal
rule from its Class 7 textbook entitled Exploring Society - India and
Beyond. At the moment, only Part 1 of this textbook is available on the
NCERT website. The media has reported that Part 2 has not yet been
published; so I’ll withhold my critique of the same. 

But in our era of headline-grazing and instant, ill-informed commentary,
nuance and detail are casually sacrificed.  

th

*T&Cs Apply
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Perhaps no other country has witnessed such pitched battles over history
writing and historiography for such a sustained period as India. We can
understand this phenomenon from a rather perverse perspective. Pakistan
easily resolved the problem of its history by declaring its pre-Islamic past
as an era of darkness; it could do so because its holy book, the Quran,
provided it a readymade guide. In the Quranic scheme of things, the entire
period before the advent of Islam is a period of Jahiliya or ignorance. The
former USSR and Maoist China did the same by literally burning every
single book and trace of its past. 

In India too, a similar exercise was attempted by the Marxists who
achieved   success which was grossly disproportionate to their numbers.
While they were unable to fully exterminate our real history, they
succeeded in brainwashing at least four generations of Indians by feeding
them distorted, whitewashed and vandalised history. Their sickening story
is widely familiar now; how they adopted a two-pronged tactic of
downplaying Hindu achievements and whitewashing Islamic atrocities
and glorifying Muslim rulers at the same time.  

But the post Marxist attempts at rectifying this damage — especially over
the last decade — has been rather lame, ineffective and lacking in rigour
and generational vision. 

Also Read

De-Hinduizing the History Syllabus: The Secret Directive of Nurul
Hasan's Deputy, H.S. Khan
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NIOS: Towards building an equitable
society

 

   

Professor Pankaj Arora
B. Radhika

A constant in the manifestos of almost all

post-independence governments will be

a promise to improve the education

system of India. However, it is a space that

requires regular innovation along with

sustained investment. While past efforts

have led to the development of world-

class higher education institutions such

as IITs, IIMs, and AIIMS, the Government

and its agencies are working relentlessly

for the improvement in the primary and

secondary schooling, especially in the

rural, more marginalized sections of India.

One of the main problems attributed to

the Indian education system is the

inaccessibility to affordable, quality

education. This is where an innovative yet

inclusive idea like open-schooling comes

into the picture. The establishment of
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National Institute of Open Schooling

(NIOS) dates back to the year 1979. With

its commitment to inclusivity and

accessibility, NIOS has a current

enrollment of 5.92 lakh during 2023-24

and a cumulative enrolment of 23.56

lakhs during last five years. Those enrolled

include students of Secondary & Senior

Secondary making NIOS the largest open

schooling system in the world, with some

of the popular courses/subjects viz., Data

Entry Operations, Physics, Chemistry,

Hindi, Political Science, Social Science,

and others. Its main objective is to ensure

continuing education at open basic,

secondary and senior secondary levels for

the marginalized societies.

The model, with which the institution

operates, accommodates all potential

challenges that a student from the most

remote place in the country might face

while also empowering him with useful

vocational skills. For example, the On-

Demand-Examination System (ODES) is a

unique tool which gives freedom to the

learners to appear in an exam whenever

they are ready. Not only does this give

learners a scope to appear in any subject

examination as per their convenience, it

also reduces the pressure of fixed

timelines focusing on self-paced learning.

Another key benefit of an open-schooling

system like NIOS is its emphasis on

accessibility over exclusivity. For instance,

a learner can seek admission at the basic

and secondary levels by submitting self-

certificates, which helps ease out the

tension of a rigid registration process and

allows more students to access education

systems, though, for the senior secondary

level, a Secondary School Certificate from

a recognized Board is a necessary
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precondition. Along with that, a learner is

free to select any combination of subjects

from a wide range of academic and

vocational courses. It needs to be

appreciated that this model existed much

before the National Education Policy 2020

was put in place, making NIOS a pioneer

in providing inclusive education.

Additionally, NIOS’s virtual open schooling

platform extends help to learners who

prefer to learn at home due to their

personal circumstances that may per se

disrupt their learning at a regular school.

Moreover, the live videos available at PM

e-Vidhya channels, video-streaming

platforms such as YouTube, DTH channel

‘Gyanamrit’ under the Government’s

Swayam Prabha initiative allows diverse

learning needs. Apart from these, some of

the most important measures adopted by

NIOS to promote inclusivity include: (i) no

upper age limit, (ii) a 24×7 online

admission service, (iii) flexibility to choose

any subject, (iv) transfer of credits from

other boards with several mediums, (e) on

demand exams throughout the year (f)

special provisions for learners with special

needs, (g) free self-learning modules etc.

This is further illustrated by the wide-

range of learning mediums that NIOS

offers. At the Senior Secondary level, out

of Hindi, English, Urdu, Odia, Gujarati,

Bengali and Sanskrit a learner can choose

any language as his medium of

instruction. This is expanded to Hindi,

English, Urdu, Odia, Gujarati, Marathi,

Telugu, Malayalam, Tamil, Punjabi,

Assamese and Kannada at the Secondary

level. Furthermore, learner can answer the

questions in Public Examinations in any

one of scheduled regional languages

Given the increasing emphasis on
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diversity within NIOS’s model, it is valid to

question the relevance of the institution

when compared with top-tier educational

boards of India, who constantly strive to

match global standards. However, with

the roll-out of the National Education

policy (NEP) 2020, the emphasis is on

vocational education and ‘education with

skill’, which has been NIOS’s primary focus

for years. The NEP 2020 also extensively

focuses on the need to revamp courses

and infrastructure for vocational

education in the country, with a special

emphasis on the integration of vocational

courses into mainstream education.

Hence, in the coming years, it is only safe

to say that the top boards in India will only

resemble the open, decentralised model

of NIOS.

Thus, the relevance of NIOS has become

even more important. More centers

across the country will strengthen the

institution in its endeavour in catering to

the deprived and underprivileged masses.

With the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision

to bring our divyangjan into mainstream,

it is highly necessary that more dedicated

centers for the divyangjan are established.

It is high time that the society is

sensitized and PwDs are encouraged to

make use of this platform for continuing

their education. Unlike the conventional

schooling system, where a student may

face discouraging factors while producing

certificates of disability or caste, etc., with

open schooling such data are shared

mostly in a faceless manner and the

learners can continue their education,

particularly the girl child of a family,

without a fear of socio-cultural stigma.

Special attention needs to be provided

forgirls’ education through advocacy and

targeted policy-making so that maximum
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enrolment can be ensured. No student

should be deprived from acquiring

education or vocational training because

of the lack of necessary documentation.

Enrollment alone cannot be a sufficient

metric to measure the completion of

education and availing job opportunities.

Incentivising the employers at district and

state level so recruit students with

required skill-sets from NIOS campuses

for internships, training programmes, and

full-time jobs in their establishments will

open up the doors of self-reliance for the

local students. Initiatives like a campus

placement programme would result in

increased credibility of open-learning

institutions like NIOS, helping it compete

with other reputable education boards of

the country. There is a pressing need for a

well-structured, transparent database

that accounts for the number of students

who drop out of NIOS and other state

open schools. Accurate data is not only

essential in identifying potential flaws in

the education model, but also it can form

the basis for target-based intervention for

learners who are at the risk of dropping

out. This is crucial as it helps build trust

among students, educators, and

employers, by demonstrating

responsiveness, accountability, and a

continued commitment to improvement.

The distant dream of acquiring

knowledge in any field, which one might

have missed out at any point of time due

to any circumstances, will come true with

NIOS as it gives the liberty to learn more

at one’s leisure in any regional language

of one’s choice. Though NIOS has put in

place a robust system, more proactive

programmes and a critical review process

will ensure reach of education toall,
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especially to the marginalised societies

and help them to become part of the

mainstream. In short, NIOS is working

towards providing a new definition to

pedagogy by giving the freedom to the

learner to select the subject of his choice.

This will help in fulfilling the Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s dream, a Viksit

Bharat by 2047 when we celebrate 100

years of our independence.

Let me conclude by remembering Swami

Vivekananda who had once called upon

our countrymen, “Arise! Awake! And stop

not until the goal is reached.”

 

 

DISCLAIMER

Views expressed above are the author's
own.
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Representative image showing children in school  Credit: PTI Photo

Mumbai: In a major step to advance child safety through education, the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has introduced messages on Personal Safety in the newly-released Grade 4
Environmental Studies (EVS) textbook.
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The content for these messages was developed in collaboration with Arpan, a Mumbai-based NGO that has
worked extensively in the field of child sexual abuse prevention for nearly twenty years.

Also Read: New NCERT textbooks: Mughals, Delhi Sultanate dropped; 'sacred geography', Maha Kumbh added

Also Read: New NCERT textbooks: Mughals, Delhi Sultanate
dropped; 'sacred geography', Maha Kumbh added

Arpan supported NCERT in finalising age-appropriate content on ‘Safe and Unsafe touch’ drawing from its
long-standing Personal Safety Education (PSE) Programme, which has reached millions of children.

ADVERTISEMENT

The programme’s core principles—sensitive, action-oriented, and tailored to a child’s developmental stage—
were incorporated to align with national educational goals.

By placing safety and dignity at the heart of the learning experience, these messages enable children to
understand personal boundaries, identify unsafe situations, and seek help from trusted adults—laying the
foundation for a culture of awareness and prevention. Arpan has also collaborated with NCERT previously to
integrate foundational concepts of safe and unsafe situations into the Grade 2 Hindi textbook, helping
younger children begin their journey toward self-awareness and protection at an early stage.

“We are honoured to have collaborated with NCERT on this important step,” Pooja Taparia, CEO of Arpan, said
in a statement. “It is heartening to see prevention being prioritised so meaningfully, and we believe this will
enable children across India to grow up feeling safer and having more agency. While Arpan has reached
millions through teacher training, embedding these life skills into the curriculum ensures every generation
of children is equipped to participate in their safety and be able to avert incidences that can greatly impact
their well-being.”
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PIL In Supreme Court Calls For Legal Education Commission In Line With NEP 2020

By -  Sukriti Mishra | 6 May 2025 1:42 PM

"It is very unfortunate that neither the Centre has constituted a Legal Education
Commission on the lines of Medical Education Commission nor the Bar Council of India has
constituted an Expert Committee of Jurists & Professors to review the subjects and the
duration of the Course in letter and spirit of the New Education Policy 2020," the PIL reads

A Public Interest Litigation (PIL) has been filed before the Supreme Court under Article 32 of the

Constitution, seeking the formation of a Legal Education Commission or an Expert Committee to

review and restructure the existing syllabus, curriculum, and duration of LLB and LLM courses in

India.

The PIL filed through Advocate Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay urges the Court to direct the Central

Government to undertake reforms in legal education in light of the National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020, aiming to make legal studies more inclusive, rational, and aligned with modern

educational principles.

Also Read - Supreme Court Directs WB Govt To Decide On Partha Chatterjee's Co-Accused
Sanction In 2 Weeks

"It is very unfortunate that neither the Centre has constituted a Legal Education Commission on the

lines of Medical Education Commission nor the Bar Council of India has constituted an Expert

 
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Committee of Jurists & Professors to review the subjects and the duration of the Course in letter and

spirit of the New Education Policy 2020," the PIL reads.

The petitioner contends that the current five-year integrated law programmes such as BA-LLB and

BBA-LLB are excessively long, financially burdensome, and academically inefficient. It is argues

that the extended course duration, coupled with non-law subjects like Sociology, Political Science,

History, and English, unnecessarily prolongs students’ educational journey without contributing

significantly to their legal proficiency.

Also Read - Power to Recall Witness Lies Solely With Court Trying The Suit: Supreme Court

Quoting recent policy statements by the University Grants Commission (UGC), the PIL points out

that students with four-year undergraduate degrees are now eligible to directly pursue PhD

programmes and appear for the National Eligibility Test (NET), irrespective of their undergraduate

stream. This development, the petitioner argues, highlights the flexibility promoted by the NEP

2020—a flexibility missing in legal education.

Also Read - Prolonged Cohabitation Suggests Willing Consent in Relationship: Supreme
Court

Citing a Hindustan Times news report dated April 21, 2024, the PIL underscores the shifting

academic landscape and the failure of the Bar Council of India (BCI) to respond to such changes.

It asserts that legal education has remained static even as other professional disciplines have

undergone significant reform, especially in light of the NEP’s emphasis on multidisciplinary,

flexible, and student-centric learning.

Also Read - Supreme Court Allows Ashish Mishra Weekly Visits To Lakhimpur Kheri To Meet
His Family

The petitioner raises concerns about the disproportionate financial burden imposed on students

from lower and middle-income backgrounds, arguing that a five-year law programme effectively

bars talented but economically disadvantaged students from entering the legal profession. In

contrast, the petitioner notes, engineering degrees from premier institutions such as the IITs are

completed within four years, with a more focused and streamlined curriculum.

The PIL also argues that subjects unrelated to law; such as Economics, Sociology, and History, are

compulsorily taught during the first two years of integrated law programmes. At institutions like

NLU Nagpur, only 32 out of 50 exams conducted over five years are related to law, while the

remaining 18 pertain to non-law disciplines. This, the petitioner claims, not only dilutes the quality

of legal education but also causes unnecessary stress to students, especially those from science

backgrounds who have no prior exposure to humanities.
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Further, the PIL describes the current structure as a "sacrilege" of the New Education Policy. It

points out that the policy champions universal access, affordability, and quality education, while

the five-year structure does the opposite by making legal education longer, costlier, and less

accessible. It also notes the inconsistency of forcing students to undertake two full graduation

programmes (e.g., BA and LLB) in a single course, arguing that this practice is outdated and

without justification.

The petitioner also draws historical comparisons, noting that eminent legal figures such as the

late Ram Jethmalani and Fali S. Nariman began practicing law at the ages of 17 and 21,

respectively, under the previous three-year LLB structure. The new integrated model, in contrast,

delays the entry of law graduates into the profession, causing unnecessary loss of productive

years.

"Today, the total lifespan has decreased from 100 years to 80 years, and the voting age has been

reduced from 21 years to 18 years. People are maturing earlier with respect to their age. A 04-year

law course will be better equipped for the young generation," the plea reads.

The PIL expresses concern about the current model’s impact on practical learning as well. It claims

that students often skip classes to pursue internships, and the final two years of the course are

disproportionately spent on internships while colleges continue to charge full tuition fees.

The petitioner concludes that a four-year professional law degree, structured similarly to a B.Tech,

would be more appropriate. Such a reform would not only reduce costs and time but also attract

brighter minds into the legal field, enhance focus on core legal subjects, and be more consistent

with the vision of the NEP 2020.

"The 5 years B. Law has been designed for extracting money and the most egregious part is that

such dirty trick is being used in the name of education. A five-year course is no benchmark for

judging the legal expertise of any student," it states.

In light of the urgency of upcoming law college admissions, the petitioner has requested the Apex

Court to expedite the matter. The PIL stresses that while the issue may appear academic to

regulatory bodies, it directly affects the future and livelihood of thousands of law aspirants across

the country.

"Direct the Centre to setup a Legal Education Commission or an Expert Committee consisting

Eminent Educationists, Jurists, Retired Judges, Advocates and Professors to Review the Syllabus,

Curriculum and the Duration of the LLB and LLM Courses and make it most appropriate," the PIL

prays.

The matter is expected to come up for hearing on May 9 (Friday).

Case Title: Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay v. Union of India & Ors. [Diary No.23243/2025]
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NCERT text book revisions reflect Sangh Parivar designs; Fraternity
Movement
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The Movement said that the revision in history text books show Sangh Parivar plans to turn
young generation into Hindutva propagators

Thiruvananthapuram: The changes being implemented by NCERT in school textbooks in the name
of curriculum revision are part of the Sangh Parivar's Hindutvaization and aim to make the new
generation propagators of Hindutva ideas, the Fraternity Movement's Kerala state secretariat has
said. The recent move to remove the history of the Mughal dynasty and the Delhi Sultanate from
the Class 7 social science textbook is the latest example of this.

Also Read - When applying bulldozer towards history
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The Sangh Parivar has been turning schools into Hindutva laboratories for decades by inserting
Hindutva ideas into textbooks in Gujarat, distorting and omitting historical truths. The Mughal era
was a time when India's GDP was at the top of the world. At that time, the country was at its peak
in all other areas, including culture and crafts. There is a clever plan to exclude this golden phase
in Indian history and include only things like the Kumbh Mela. The Sangh Parivar is trying to
reconstruct its own history in the new curriculum, including removing the reference to Nadu Ram
Godse as the 'editor of a radical Hindu newspaper', the Secretariat said.

NCERT is not implementing new reforms based on facts or in consultation with historians. Strong
protests should be raised across the country against this trend. The Fraternity Movement will lead
the agitations to resist the Sangh Parivar's attempts to make the new generation propagators of
Hindutva ideas under the guise of curriculum reforms.

The Secretariat meeting also informed that the Fraternity Movement will organize programs
including submitting a petition to MPs demanding their intervention in the matter.

TAGS: Fraternity Movement NCERT textbooks Kerala News

Also Read - New NCERT textbooks drop Mughals, Delhi Sultanate; add 'sacred geography', Maha
Kumbh
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Ministry of Education

Cabinet approves expansion of academic and infrastructure
capacity of five Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) established in
Andhra Pradesh (Tirupati), Chhattisgarh (Bhilai), Jammu &
Kashmir (Jammu), Karnataka (Dharwad) and Kerala (Palakkad)

Expansion to facilitate more than 6500 students to study in these premier Institutes

Five new state-of-art research parks are also coming up to strengthen industry-
academia linkage

Posted On: 07 MAY 2025 12:11PM by PIB Delhi

The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi, today approved expansion of academic and infrastructure
capacity (Phase-`B' construction) of five new IlTs which had been established in the States/UT of Andhra Pradesh (IIT Tirupati),
Kerala (IIT Palakkad), Chhattisgarh (IIT Bhilai), Jammu & Kashmir (IIT Jammu) and Karnataka (HT Dharwad).

The total cost for the same is Rs.11,828.79 crore over a period of four years from 2025-26 to 2028-29.

The Cabinet has  also approved creation of 130 faculty posts (at the level of Professor i.e. Level 14 & above) in these IlTs.

Five new state-of-art research parks are also coming up to strengthen industry-academia linkage.

Implementation strategy and targets:

Student strength in these IITs will be increased by more than 6500 in the next four years with enhancement of 1364 students in
1st year, 1738 students in 2nd year, 1767 students in 3rd year and 1707 students in 4th year across Under Graduate (UG), Post
Graduate (PG) and PhD program put together.

Beneficiaries:

On completion of construction, these five IITs shall be able to cater 13,687 students as against current student strength of 7,111
i.e. an increase of 6,576 students. With this increase in the total number of seats, additional more than 6,500 students will now be
able to fulfil their aspirations of studying in the most prestigious and sought-after educational institutions in the country. This
will foster nation-building by creating a skilled workforce, driving innovation, and boosting economic growth. It enhances social
mobility, reduces educational inequality, and strengthens India's global position.

Employment Generation:

Direct employment will be generated through the hiring of faculty, administrative staff, researchers, and support personnel to
manage the increased number of students and facilities. Also, the expansion of IIT campuses stimulates local economies by
generating demand for housing, transportation, and services. The increased number of graduates and postgraduates from IITs
further fuels innovation and startup ecosystems, contributing to employment generation across diverse sectors.

States and districts:

These five IITs are situated in the States/UT of Andhra Pradesh (IIT Tirupati), Kerala (IIT Palakkad), Chhattisgarh (IIT Bhilai),
Jammu & Kashmir (IIT Jammu) and Karnataka (IIT Dharwad). However, admission to IITs, is on pan-India basis and hence this
expansion will benefit all states/UTs across the country.

Budget Announcement of 2025-26 stated:
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'Total number of students in 23 IlTs has increased 100 per cent from 65,000 to 1.35 lakh in the past 10 years. Additional
infrastructure will be created in the five IlTs started after 2014 to facilitate education for 6,500 more students.'

Background:

These five new IlTs had been established in the States/UT of Andhra Pradesh (IIT Tirupati), Kerala (IIT Palakkad), Chhattisgarh
(IIT Bhilai), Jammu & Kashmir (IIT Jammu) and Karnataka (IIT Dharwad). The academic session of IlTs at Palakkad and
Tirupati started in 2015-16 and that of remaining three in 2016-17 from their temporary campuses. These IITs are now
functioning from their permanent campuses.

*****

MJPS/SKS

(Release ID: 2127413) Visitor Counter : 547
Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , Hindi , Punjabi , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu , Malayalam
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Over 3.5 lakh 
children aged 
six months to 
six years have 
benefited from 
this intervention 
in the district over 
the last two and 
a half years 

Mill enmium fost, e May 2025, fageno - 07 

Jighthouses of Learning 
The innovative Mission Parivartan in Varanasi has transformed thousands of anganoadi cautres into vibrant, 

tech-enabled, child-friendly spaces thal address malnutrition, education, and urban spare constraints 
he Integrated Child Develop 

ment Services (1CDS) depart 
ment and anganwadi workers 
have a critical role to play in the 

nation's development. Beyond just being 
a centre for gathering children, an angan 
wadi centre is a place where large-scale 
issues like malnourishment and pre 
school education are addressed. As the 
country heads towards reaping the fruits 
of the demographic dividend, invest 
ment in chìldren's future becomes even 
more critical. A number of researches 
have revealed that the initial six years of 
a child's life are crucial for both mental 
and physical development. This has also 
been recognised in the National Educa 
tion Policy. Under Mission Parivartan, a total of 2,382 anganwadi buildings have been rejuvenated, 

with an impressive 96 per cent saturation With the spirit of transforming 
anganwadis into advanced learning cen 
tres, an attempt is being made in Varanasi 
to equip then with both basic necessi 
ties and advanced learning infrastruc 
ture, such as smart TVs, Business and 
Learning Aid (BaLa) structural design, 
rooftop rainwater harvesting systems, 
solar panels, furniture for children, toys, 
learning materials, etc. Mission Parivar 
tan has been launched in Varanasi with 
this objective. This approach is not lim 
ited to a few centres; the attempt is to pro 
vide scalable and district-wide solutions 
to the problem, to be implemented across 
all 3,000 anganwadi centres in Varanasi. 

The Mission Parivartan initiative has 
achievedaremarkable milestone in trans 
forming anganwadi centres across the 
district over the last ast three years. As part 
of the initiative, a total of 2,382 angan 
wadi buildings have been rejuvenated, 
with an ímpressive 96 per cent satura 
tion. Additionally, 692 new anganwadi 
centres have been constructed, bringing 
the total to 3,074. This transformation 
aims to provide a conducive learningple 
evironment for young children, pro-
moting their overall development and 
well-being Over 3.5 akh children aged 
six months to six years have benefitted 
from thís intervention in the district over 
the last two and daoanadi centres The upgraded 
boast several key feature, including the 
saturation of all 18 basic parameters of , 
Kayakalp, sch as baby-friendly toilets,, 

hand-washing units, BaLa-based paint 
ing, and LED TVs to support learning 
and make education more engaging for 
children. This is also ensuring a com 
fortable and interactive environment. 
Furthermore, these centres are now 
solar-powered, enabling a round-the 
clock electricity supply. Other notable 
features include Poshan Vatika to pro 
mote health, hygiene, and sustainability. 
Outdoor play equipment has also been 
installed to encourage physical activity 
and development. The design of these 

i centres has been kept in con anganwadi 
sonance with the idea of learning and 
mental growth, ensuring that every part 
of the centre serves as a source of educa 
tion. Features such as writable floors, low 
wall greenboards, low-hanging paint 
ings, and wall displays ensure that each 
activity comes with learning, and the 
buildings architecture itself acts as a 
source of learning to the kid. bt 

Beyond just the infrastructure, sim 
things like furniture, kitchen items, 

storage boxes, utensils, tays, first-aid kits, 
and utility kits with mirror, towel, and 

nail cutter have also been provided at all 
centres so that these centres function on 
a learning-by-doing model. 

In urban Mission Parivartan areas, has made significant strides in address 
ing the challenge of space and land 
availability. Very rarely has any solu 
tion to the urban anganwadi centte 

problem been attempted in the past. In 
city-based districts and with the ever 
growing size of cities, this problem is 
expected to become even more severe 
in the future. This problem exi existed in 

991 urban anganwadi centres in Vara 
nasi, which were functioning in dingy 
streets and corridors. To address this, a 
total of 750 new rented buildings have 
been provided to accommodate angan 
wadi centres with new rent agreements, 
while 65 old and unused buildings have 

into anganwadi c cen ally 25 Porta Cabins and 
recycled bus compartment-based angan 
wadi centres have been set up in con 
gested areas, ensuring accessibility and 
convenience. These Porta Cabins have 
been particularly effective in solving 
the issue of space constraints, allowing 
anganwadi centres to operate in parks 
andp paygrounds. The centres now exist 
in air-conditioned rooms with 
smart classes for learning. The once 
deserted anganwadi centres now have 
over 1 lakh children proudly attending 
them daily. 

been 
tres. 

Assistance came from engineering 
departments, CSR partners, and NGOs, 
who devised standard guidelines and 
evolved models to address local issues. 
Subsequently, all field staff were trained 
to use these guidelines and models. 
Supervisors and anganwadi workers also 
played a pivotal role in adopting new and 

upgradedols of learning, like tablets. 
smart TVand various learning mate 
rials for ch dren. 

A hugdhallenge was to ensure land 
for new ceres, identifying rented build 
ings in ur an areas, and planning the 
priority ra locations in a manner that 
benefittedne whole district in a phased 
manner. wekly meetings were held with 
Superviso CDPOs, and BDOs to coor 
dinate the efforts. Standardised new 
rent agree nents were drafted. Within 
a month these interventions, results 
started co ing up. For monitoring dif 
ferent con ponents, a control room was 
set up at e ICDS office, and Google 
Forms we used for daily reporting on 
various inicators. CSR funds came in 
handy for rolling out the programme. 
Help camefrom companies like Vedanta 
and Reliake Foundation. Besides CSR, 
MGNREA funds, Gram Panchayat 
funds, and Critical Gap funds were also 
utilised tobridge small gaps in the cam 
paign-suh as for Poshan Vatika, elec 
trification boundary walls, etc. There 
was enormous support from political 
leadership 

The iropact of Mission Parivar 
tan has ben profound. Attendance at 
anganwad centres has increased sig 
nificantly-from 35 per cent to 80 per 
centind cating improved engage 

ment and nthusiasm among children. 
Moreover severe malnourishment has 

decreaseddramatically, from 7.7 per 
cent to 042 per cent, reflecting the 
effectivens of the programme. Learn 
ing Qutcomes have improved drasti 
cally. NIPUN assessment results show 
a remarkale improvenent rom 40 per 
cent to over 90 per t for Class l stu 
dents in government primary schools. 
Parents ar now sending their children 
to anganwadi centres instead of private 
play schocs, highlighting the success of 
the initiatie. 

What has been achieved in Varanasi 
under the inspired leadership of this 
young LAS oficer, Himanshu Nagpal, 
is amazing Here isa model that can be 
replicatedand scaled through public 
private patnership in the true spirit of 
Nexus of Qood 

| Views expressed are personal 
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Shivaji's glorious contribution should get extensive
coverage in textbooks: Pradhan to NCERT
The minister said Shivaji's exemplary life and legacy is a beacon of inspiration for current and future generations
and should find its rightful place in textbooks.
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Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan Credit: PTI Photo

New Delhi: Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has told the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) that the glorious contribution of Chhatrapati Shivaji should be given an
extensive coverage in textbooks.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

The minister said Shivaji's exemplary life and legacy is a beacon of inspiration for current and future
generations and should find its rightful place in textbooks.
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The information was shared by Pradhan himself after his meeting with Maharashtra School Education
Minister Dadaji Bhuse.

"Had productive discussions on various aspects of NEP and its implementation particularly towards
strengthening the school education ecosystem in Maharashtra as well as ways to help young children
achieve their full development potential," Pradhan said in a post on X.

ADVERTISEMENT

Also Read: Leave cancelled, schools shut: Punjab, Haryana, Rajasthan among states on high alert

Also Read: Leave cancelled, schools shut: Punjab, Haryana,
Rajasthan among states on high alert

"Informed the minister that I have directed @ncert to provide extensive coverage of glorious contribution of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj's valour and unparalleled contributions in textbooks. His exemplary life and
legacy is a beacon of inspiration for current and future generations and it should find its rightful place in our
textbooks," he added.
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NCERT’s linguistic politics in English education

May 8, 2025

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has recently invited scrutiny

and sparked nationwide debate with a seemingly innocuous change — the renaming of English

textbooks for Classes VI, VII, and VIII from titles like Honeysuckle to Hindi names such as Poorvi,

Mridang, and Santoor. Defended by officials as an attempt to infuse Indian artistic and cultural

ethos into educational materials, this decision is anything but benign. On closer examination, it

reveals a deeper ideological project rooted in linguistic majoritarianism, symbolic assertion of

northern cultural dominance, and a dangerous homogenisation that threatens the pluralistic

character of Indian society.

According to the NCERT, these new names are drawn from India’s rich artistic traditions and are not

merely “Hindi” but pan-Indian cultural symbols. Poorvi, for instance, is explained not just as a Hindi

word but as a raga in Hindustani classical music — a metaphor, they claim, for the harmony of an

eastern dawn. By evoking the realm of classical music, these names are purportedly elevated above

the domain of language and placed in a universal cultural register. Yet, this narrative is

disingenuous at best. It overlooks the immediate and material reality of how language operates in

Indian classrooms, particularly in regions where Hindi is neither spoken nor understood.

Proponents of this change have invoked Shakespeare’s oft-quoted rhetorical question — “What’s in

a name?” — suggesting that these titular changes are too trivial to warrant such outrage. But therein

lies a glaring logical contradiction. If there is truly nothing in a name, why change it at all? The act of

renaming English textbooks with Hindi words transliterated into Roman script, while simultaneously

dismissing concerns about linguistic overreach, reveals the fallacy and selective application of this

argument. Would these same defenders embrace naming Hindi textbooks Harmony or Sanskrit

primers Twinkle? The cognitive dissonance this would produce among the proponents of the

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NCERT’s move exposes their insincerity. Names are not neutral; they carry symbolic weight, convey

cultural affiliations, and shape perceptions of identity and belonging — a reality recognised by the

NCERT, even as it denies the political implications of its choices.

These textbooks are part of a broader pedagogical overhaul aligned with the National Education

Policy (NEP) 2020 and operationalised through the National Curriculum Framework for School

Education (NCFSE) 2023. The stated goals include the indigenisation of content, promotion of

ecological awareness, disability sensitivity, gender equality, and digital literacy. The materials are

structured with student-friendly sections such as ‘Let us listen’, ‘Let us speak’, and so on, while

aiming to reflect the lived experiences of Indian children. English poems like Rain, Rain, Go Away,

deemed irrelevant to India’s climatic realities, are being replaced with content rooted in Indian

seasons, stories, and culture. This shift, ostensibly, is meant to foster relevance and pride among

students.

However, the deeper implications of these changes cannot be overlooked, especially in non-Hindi-

speaking states where such decisions are seen not as cultural enrichment but as cultural

imposition. Kerala’s Education Minister V. Sivankutty described the renaming as a “violation of

common logic” and questioned the rationale of giving Hindi names to English textbooks. His

criticism is more than symbolic: it reflects a growing discontent in states where linguistic and

cultural identities are being eroded in the name of national integration.

Indeed, the renaming of an English textbook as Poorvi — regardless of its musical connotations —

illustrates an ironic contradiction: a global language presented through a Hindi lens. For a child in

rural Tamil Nadu, Odisha, or Meghalaya, the word Poorvi has little to no contextual meaning.

Transliterating it into Roman script does not bridge the gap; rather, it widens it. The pronunciation

may be unfamiliar, the cultural reference obscure, and the educational experience more alienating

than engaging. This represents not unity in diversity, but a subtle marginalisation — one that

reinforces Hindi as the cultural norm and relegates other languages to the periphery.

This renaming exercise must also be seen in the light of the NEP 2020’s broader ideological

framework. By projecting a vision of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat’, the policy claims to celebrate

unity through diversity. In practice, however, it increasingly appears as a project of national

uniformity — privileging Hindi and northern cultural values while sidelining India’s vast mosaic of

regional languages and traditions. The symbolic imposition of Hindi in English textbooks is but one

of many steps in this larger ideological choreography. Even within these textbooks, the near-total

absence of characters, festivals, or cultural motifs representing Muslims, Sikhs, Christians, Jains,

Buddhists, or Parsis is telling. The erasure of non-Hindu cultural references reflects a narrowing

cultural imagination — one that seeks to mould young minds within a selective and sanitised vision 
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of Indian identity.

Crucially, language is not merely a communication tool; it is the very medium through which we

perceive the world. The Sapir-Whorf hypothesis underscores how language structures influence our

perception of reality. English, for most Indian students, is a second language — structurally different

from their mother tongues. It is through language that students learn to question authority, imagine

possibilities, understand societal roles, and participate in civic life. Thus, the pedagogical choices

made in teaching English — from names to content — are critical in shaping their worldview.

This tension between indigenisation and ideological indoctrination is further complicated by the

economic dimensions of English Language Teaching (ELT). In today’s globalised, neoliberal world,

ELT is expected to prepare students for international communication and employment. The market

value of English, both within India and globally, is significant. Yet, by using English textbooks to

“instill” Indian values — particularly those associated with a narrow cultural spectrum — the state

introduces a contradictory pedagogy. It implies that Indian languages are insufficient to impart

Indian ethos and simultaneously treats English as a mere vessel for nationalist programming, thus

stripping it of its own cultural and intellectual traditions.

This paradox echoes the colonial logic of Lord Macaulay’s infamous 1835 minute, which advocated

for the creation of a class of Indians “Indian in blood and colour, but English in taste, in opinions, in

morals, and in intellect.” Ironically, the NEP and NCERT’s implementation appears to replicate this

colonial strategy, albeit with an indigenous twist — replacing British imperial culture with an Indian

majoritarian one. The idea of pride, then, becomes performative rather than organic, enforced rather

than experienced.

Even the tokenism in the textbook content does little to assuage concerns. A solitary folk tale from

the south, a passing mention of northeastern festivals, or a vague allusion to a pan-Indian cultural

form does not constitute genuine representation. These gestures appear more like box-ticking

exercises than sincere attempts at inclusivity. Meanwhile, the dominant narrative remains tied to

northern, Hindi-speaking culture — in music, idioms, aesthetics, and symbolism. This

disproportionate representation not only fails to reflect India’s linguistic plurality but also reinforces

harmful hierarchies.

Further compounding these issues is the apparent lack of attention to detail within the very

materials meant to inspire national pride. In the Poorvi textbook for Class 7, the Indian national flag

is reportedly displayed with its colours inverted — a symbolic blunder that lays bare the

contradiction between intent and execution. In an environment where the government regularly

invokes the flag as a sacred emblem of national identity, such a mistake is more than an editorial

oversight. It becomes a metaphor for the inverted priorities of an education system that pays lip 
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service to pluralism while enacting cultural centralisation.

What the NEP and NCFSE fail to grasp is that critical pedagogy — especially in the context of ELT —

is a powerful tool to help students analyse the very structures of inequality and injustice they live

within. A progressive curriculum could have encouraged students to see language not as a vehicle

of state ideology but as a means of questioning it. It could have used English to empower, not

indoctrinate. But in choosing to conflate nationalism with education, the state has turned a site of

learning into one of cultural assertion.

India’s educational future depends not on homogenising identities but on embracing multiplicity.

Language is not the enemy of unity — it is its greatest resource. The resistance from southern and

northeastern states, from educators, parents, and civil society, is not just about a few textbook

titles. It is a protest against a creeping cultural centralisation that risks turning education into a

battleground for identity.

In the end, naming is never a neutral act. It is a claim to meaning, to identity, and to power. When a

government renames English textbooks with Hindi titles, it is not merely exercising administrative

discretion. It is making a cultural statement — one that has profound implications for how young

Indians see themselves and each other. Whether India chooses to be a federation of cultures or a

monument to majoritarianism will depend, in part, on whether its classrooms remain sites of

diversity — or become echo chambers of a single voice.

Dipak Kurmi
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Shivaji's glorious contribution should get
extensive coverage in textbooks: Pradhan to
NCERT
NEW DELHI: (May 8) Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has told the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) that the glorious contribution of Chhatrapati Shivaji
should be given an extensive coverage in textbooks.

The minister said Shivaji's exemplary life and legacy is a beacon of inspiration for current and future
generations and should find its rightful place in textbooks.

The information was shared by Pradhan himself after his meeting with Maharashtra School
Education Minister Dadaji Bhuse.
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Building strong foundations through Anganwadis 
As we work toward Viksit Bharat@2047, investing in early childhood is not just ethical -it is essential for economic growtr. India must now move beyond 

survival to ensure every child recelves the cognitive care needed to thrive in the future economy, wrta RAJIB KUMAR SEN and VEDEIKA SHEKHAR 
ndia has the largest and youngest working pop 
ulation, with 164.5 million children aged 0-6 

-years, constituting about 13.6 per cent of the 
total population. Our working-age population is 
estimated to reach around 1.12 billion -the sin 
gle largest workforce of any country globally. 

As these children represent the collective 
human capital of tomorrow, our quest for Viksit 
Bharat@2047 rides on the shoulders of these 
future adults This is a pivotal moment to harness 
this demographic dividend and invest in their 
human and cognitive development to prepare 
them to participate in the economy in their adult 
hood. A child's educational, professional and 
skilled potential is determined by care. ment and learning in the first six years of life. .Over 
$0 per cent of brain development occurs before 
the child is three years old, and 85-90 per cent 
by six years of age. 

,develop 

Zero to six years especially zero to three 
years, is a critical phase of rapid brain growth, lay 
ing the foundation for adult cognitive, psy 
chomotor, educational and intellectual potential. 
It is th°s 2 critical window of opportunity to shape 
and build a foundation for their future. particu 
larly in terms of future learning. behaviour and 
health. Investing in early childhood yields sub 
stantial economic returns. Research by Nobel 
Laureate larnes Heckman demonstrates that 
every dollar invested in quality carly childhood 
programmes from birth to age five can generate 
returns of $4 to S16. 

These benefits manifest as higher high school 
graduation rates, increased personal income, and 
reduced costs related to vwelfare dependency and 
incarceration. The World Health Organisation 
estimates a $13 return for every dollar spent on 
carty childhood development, whle a Worid Bank 
study highlights that earty investments enhance 
School read1nes -with an additional year of pri-
mary education boosting future productivity by 
20 per cent in India 

Conversely, neglecting these years can lead to 
learning gaps. The Nationa! 

Achievement Survey of 2021 revealed a decline 
in academic performance as children progress to 
senior classes, with matbematics scores dropping 

from 57 per cent in Class III to 32 per cemt in Clhass 
X underScoring the need for a strong early foan-
dation. Recognising its importance, the 
Government of fndia is focusing on this area of 

development. 
Guided by the National Education Policy 

NEP 2020, the "Poshan Bhi, Padhai Bh initia-
tíve. iaunched in 2022, aims to transform 

Anganwadi aa Centres AwCS) into vibrant learn-
I with quality infrastructure, play ing ubs 

e 

equipment and trained Anganwadi Workers 
(ÁWWs). To this end, two curriculum frameworks 
have been developed "Navchetana" for children 
under three years, and "Aadharshila" for three- to 
sir-year-old children. While this is a commend 
able step in the right direction, there is a need to 
further strengthen and energise it for transforma 
tive impact. Young minds require stimulation 
through unloct the ge-appropriate activities to 

potential. 
Some states are setinga path forward through 

pionering efforts to strengthen Early Childhood 
Development Care and Education (ECDCE) 
within the Anganwadi framework by integrating 
health, nutrition and cognitive development. Maharashtra's Aarambh programme, now scaled 
statewide, blends scientific child development 
principles with culturally relevant tools and 
strong community participation to empower 
frontline workers and families to deliver nurtur 
ing care for zero to three-year-old children. The 
programme has yielded 'significant results in 
improving health and nutrition outcomes and the 
development quotient (from mnean 107 to 137 

up 30 points) arnongst the beneficiaries. Similarly, 

MAHATMA GANDHI CONSIDERED 
UNTOUCHABILITY THE MOST 

EGREGIOUS ASPECT OF THE CASTE 
SYSTEM AND MADE IT A CENTRAL 
FOCUS OF HIS REFORM EFFORTS. 
GANDHI ARGUED FOR THE EQUAL 

STATUS OF ALL OCCUPATIONS, 
CHALLENGING THE TRADITIONAL 
HIERARCHY WITHIN THE VARNA 

SYSTEM 

Meghalayas BCD Mission leverages Self-Help 
Groups to dellver holistic care, while Odisha's 
"Aami Kuni Pila emphasises caregiver training, 
community-based crèches, and awareness cam 
pat for tribal communities. .ti tte the notential for These initiatives 
localised, evidence-based approaches to drive 
change. Globally, Jamalca's Early Childhood 
Stimulation Programme for zero to three-year-old 
children offers 

formation 

returns later in life 

development through age- appropriate, evidence 
based, culturally appropriate and play-based 
Interventions and tools, For this, firstly, a dedicat 
ed and comprehensive focus should be 
placed on the development of zero to three year 
old children. 

1o buld on these efforts, India must adopt a 
comprehensive strategy for ECDCE within the 
existing frumework. The overall vision is that every 
zero to sixYear-old child attains the highest posi-
ble potential of cognitive and psychosocial-motor 

As this group are at home, with families/care -
being the primary stakeholders, there is a Ponsiderable onportunity to comprehenslvely 

So far, India has focused on and achieved sig 
nificant gains in maternal and child health. 

However, as we progress towards VIksit bharat, 
shifting from helping children survive to enabling 
them to thrive by focusing on cognitive skills is 
essential. Sustainable Development Goals (SDG 
Target 4.2) and NEP 2020 have already provided 

home visiis by a community.hased worker to ECDCE to ensure children's school readiness. 
The programme provisioned weekly one-hour a robust global and national framework for 

improve nutrtion and the qualíty of mother-child A whole-of-Government and whole-of-society 
interactions to foster cognitive, language and psy- approach is essential to establish the chosocial klls. The stud esimated 5 per cent continuum of care from home (zero to three years) 
higher earnlngs in the treatment group at 22 years, to AWCs (hree to six years) and finally when the 
demonsh home visits anat 

that investing in skill child reaches school. This will nurture these young 
l empowering minds to realise their intellectual capital, secur 

parents at eartiy stages has long: lasting ceonomie 

engage with the families through planned month 
ly AWW home visits and age approprlate care 
giver meetings at AWCs to promote responsive 
parenting a and equip families to deliver early learn 
ing and stimulation. Skill and activity-based 
capacity building of AwWs on FCDCE, comple 
mented by incentives, is crucial to deliver quali 
ty counselling and tutoring skills. Further, appro 
priate technology should be used as a conducting. 
monitoring, and outreach tool for ECDCE. 

Combining these elements, NITI Aayog has ini 
ated a piiot in l0 Aspirational Districts where 

in s are trained to conduct ECDCE activi 
ties through Whatsápp videos every day and given 
soft incentves. Frequent assessments of children 
will enable identification, track 
those with developmental dg and reterral of 

Strong commu 
nity participation by bringing diverse stakehold 
ers -critically SHGs -and conducting commu 
nity-based events like Melas, coupled with Jan 
Andolan for mass awareness and behaviour 
change. Is crucial for ECDCE to reach every house 
hold. Finally. the use of local, age-appropriate and 
affordable toys and conducting ECDCE activities 
in the local language cannot be over-emphasised 
to deliver sustained impact. 

tiated 

ing Indias demogaphic dvidend. By strengthen ing AWCs today, we build a brighter, more pros 
perous tomorrow. 

Raiib Kumar Sen is Indian Econamic Servica Officer, NITI 
Ayog and Vedeilka Shekhar - Consultant Grade-il, NITI Aayog, 

Viess are personal) 
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'Court can't force any state to adopt NEP,' Supreme Court
rejects plea for implementation
The court clarified that if a state's action or inaction related to the National Education Policy violated any
fundamental rights, then it will intervene.
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A lawyer looks into his mobile phone in front of India's Supreme Court Credit: Reuters File Photo

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Friday declined to entertain a PIL seeking direction To Tamil Nadu, West
Bengal and Kerala government to implement National Education Policy (NEP), saying that court could not
compel any state to adopt it.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

"Sorry, we can't pass any order. court. We cannot directly compel a state to adopt a policy like the National
Education Policy 2020," a bench of Justices J B Pardiwala and R Mahadevan told petitioner advocate G S
Mani.

×

Home | India | Karnataka | Opinion | World | Business | Sports | Video | Entertainment | DH S
Newsletters

Sign

93 / 358

https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-india-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-karnataka-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-opinion-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/world
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-business-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-sports-news
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-videos-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/top-news-entertainment-today
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/dh-specials
https://www.deccanherald.com/newsletters


The court clarified that if a state's action or inaction related to the National Education Policy violated any
fundamental rights, then it will intervene.

"We do not propose to examine this issue in this writ petition. We believe that the petitioner has nothing to
do with the cause he proposes to espouse. Although he may be from the state of Tamil Nadu, yet on his own
admission, he is residing in New Delhi. In such circumstances, this petition stands dismissed," the court said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Also Read: Supreme Court tags PIL for reviewing 5-year law courses with pending plea

Also Read: Supreme Court tags PIL for reviewing 5-year law courses
with pending plea

Tamil Nadu-based lawyer and BJP leader Mani filed the PIL in the Supreme Court seeking a direction to
implement the Central Government's NEP, Tri-Language Curriculum Policy in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West
Bengal.

He asked the Supreme Court to intervene in this matter and issue an order to the three state governments to
immediately implement the central government's National Education Policy, and the trilingual curriculum.

He claimed all the state governments except Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal have adopted and
implemented the central government's most important national education policy, the Tri-Language
Curriculum Policy.

The Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal have continuously opposed the central
government's NEP and stated that they cannot accept it.

"The NEP is a major education policy plan brought by the Central Government with the aim of improving the
quality of school education for students from all walks of life. All Indian languages should be taught free of
cost to school children belonging to the poor, scheduled, tribes, backward, and the most backward classes
children," the plea said.

The state governments of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal refused to accept this noble plan for political
reasons, citing the false reason of imposing Hindi.

The central government's laws, plans and policies are applicable to all state governments. It is the duty of the
state government to implement such a policy. This is a fundamental duty and right given in the Constitution,
he said.
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Home Education NCERT To Add Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s Legacy To School Curriculum

NCERT To Add Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s Legacy To
School Curriculum
The Government of Maharashtra had formally requested the inclusion of Shivaji Maharaj’s
contributions in the national curriculum to ensure that students across the country gain a
more comprehensive understanding of his role in Indian history. This request was accepted,
with Pradhan directing NCERT officials to proceed with the integration of this content into its
textbooks.

Aiman Siddiqui Updated: Friday, May 09, 2025, 12:43 AM IST

Representation Image |

Mumbai: The history of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj will soon be incorporated
into the textbooks of the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT). The decision was taken during a high-level review meeting
held in New Delhi between Maharashtra’s School Education Minister, Dadaji

Bhuse, and Union Education Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan.
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The Government of Maharashtra had formally requested the inclusion of
Shivaji Maharaj’s contributions in the national curriculum to ensure that
students across the country gain a more comprehensive understanding of his

role in Indian history. This request was accepted, with Pradhan directing NCERT
officials to proceed with the integration of this content into its textbooks.

Speaking to the press following the meeting, Bhuse stated, “It is a matter of
immense pride that students nationwide will now learn about the valour,
vision, and leadership of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj through our national

curriculum.”

However, the decision has sparked some concern among education experts.
Prof. Furqan Qamar, former advisor to the Planning Commission (now NITI
Aayog), issued a cautionary note to the NCERT, stating, “As a national and
autonomous body, NCERT must function independently and must not fall prey
to political agendas.”
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Another expert, familiar with curriculum development added, “Many changes
are happening. We are trying to rewrite history, and it’s important to question
whose version of history is being elevated and why.”

Notably, NCERT recently announced significant changes to its Class 7 Social

Science textbooks for the 2025–26 academic year. As part of the revision,
chapters covering the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughal Empire have been
removed. In their place, new content has been added that highlights ancient
Indian dynasties, important pilgrimage centres, and the country’s rich cultural
heritage.

While the government insists that the inclusion of Shivaji Maharaj’s history
enhances national awareness of regional heroes, critics argue that such
moves must be undertaken with academic integrity and ideological neutrality.
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HOME INDIA EDUCATION

What NCERT’s new textbook cuts from
history, and why it matters
By removing the Mughals and Delhi Sultanate, the new curriculum promotes a narrow idea of

India, say critics.

Published : May 09, 2025 16:03 IST

VITASTA KAUL

The latest class VII social science textbook published by the National Council for Educational Research

and Training (NCERT), Exploring Society: India and Beyond (Part 1), has drawn criticism from educators

and historians. Released under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020-aligned curriculum, the

textbook omits portions of the country’s medieval past.

It also introduces content that blurs the line between mythology and historical fact. In the foreword,

NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani frames the textbook as an attempt to promote education rooted

in “Indian ethos and its civilizational accomplishments”.

The textbook is part of a broader curriculum overhaul under the new National Curriculum Framework

for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023, a key component of NEP 2020. Following the revised textbooks for

/ / CONTROVERSY

Books displayed at the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) campus in Bengaluru in September 2007. Over

the past several years, NCERT has repeatedly pruned the historical narrative in the name of “rationalisation”. | Photo Credit: K

MURALIKUMAR

SUBSCRIBE

Fron
Packages | Current Issue | The Nation | Politics | Columns | Archives

Newsletters Login

97 / 358

https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/education/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/profile/author/Vitasta-Kaul-22790/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/cover-story/decoding-the-agenda/article32306146.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/cover-story/hindutvaisation-of-education-narendra-modi-led-governments-game-plan-under-nep/article38483351.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/cover-story/hindutvaisation-of-education-narendra-modi-led-governments-game-plan-under-nep/article38483351.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/


classes III and VI introduced last year, NCERT has now rolled out updates for classes IV and VII. The

new class VII social science textbook merges history, geography, and civics into a single volume,

replacing the earlier subject-wise structure. Yet it is the alleged selective erasure and rewriting of

historical content that has stirred controversy.

Bypassing Delhi Sultanate and Mughals

Omitting nearly six centuries of medieval history, the textbook bypasses the Delhi Sultanate and the

Mughals, focussing instead on ancient India between 1900 BCE and 300 BCE. While the 2024–25

reprint of the earlier class VII textbook featured eight chapters covering the 7th to the 18th century, the

new edition includes only four chapters, discussing ancient dynasties such as the Mauryas, Shungas,

and Satavahanas, ending around the Gupta period. NCERT has announced a second volume to be

released later this year, but has not clarified whether the excluded chapters will be reinstated.

For historians, the implications are far-reaching. “If it is indeed the case that the Sultanate and Mughal

periods have been dropped entirely, it’s quite an absurd proposition,” said Mridula Mukherjee, the

historian and former chairperson of the Centre for Historical Studies at Jawaharlal Nehru University.

“Continuity is essential to any historical narrative. Big gaps distort understanding. That’s not how

history is written or taught.” She warned that excluding such formative periods disrupts the

chronological flow and prevents students from grasping the evolution of Indian society, a core aspect of

historical inquiry.

Also Read | Dinanath Batra: The ‘educationist’ who waged war against knowledge 

Mukherjee also argued that these exclusions indicate a move to “minimise or invisibilise the role of

Muslims in Indian history”. While NEP 2020 does not explicitly prescribe such changes, she said it

creates a broad ideological framework—emphasising “indigenous traditions”—that textbook writers

interpret in ways aligned with majoritarian politics. “The NEP may use lofty language about critical

thinking, but what truly matters is what students read in classrooms.”

One chapter, “How the Land Becomes Sacred”, can be taken as an example of this ideological push,

noted the educators. Beginning with a quote from the Bhagavata Purana, it presents India’s geography

through pilgrimage routes, temple networks, and sacred Hindu spaces, without clearly distinguishing

between mythology and historical fact. Although other religions are mentioned, the focus is

overwhelmingly one-sided. The 2025 Kumbh Mela also features in this chapter.

“This is all part of the same trend,” Mukherjee said. “Much of mythology is now being treated as

historical fact. Epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata are invaluable cultural texts, but they are not

proven history. Students must be taught to evaluate sources—textual, archaeological, oral—critically.”

Increased use of Sanskrit

Fron
Packages | Current Issue | The Nation | Politics | Columns | Archives

Newsletters

98 / 358

https://frontline.thehindu.com/other/obituary/dinanath-batra-death-rss-education-ideology-textbook-controversies-academic-freedom-india-hindu-nationalism/article68853075.ece
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/packages/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/current-issue/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/the-nation/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/politics/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/columns/
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/magazine/?utm_source=header
https://frontline.thehindu.com/newsletter-subscription/


Bhupinder Chaudhary, a history professor at Maharaja Agrasen College, Delhi University, was more

blunt: “Framing geography and history through sacred Hindu narratives without proper context is not

just pedagogically flawed—it’s part of a deliberate ideological project.” According to him, the new

textbooks flatten diversity and dissent, projecting a narrow, majoritarian vision of India’s past.

NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani during an interview in New Delhi on June 15, 2024. In the foreword to the latest class VII social

science textbook, Saklani frames the textbook as an attempt to promote education rooted in “Indian ethos and its civilizational

accomplishments”. | Photo Credit: Kamal Singh/PTI
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Both Mukherjee and Chaudhary agree that epics like the Ramayana and Mahabharata are important—

when taught as reflections of societal values, not as literal history.

Another notable change is the textbook’s increased use of Sanskrit. It now includes pronunciation

guides and teaches Roman-script transliteration using diacritical signs. Terms like kshetra (area), sutra,

and janapada (tract of land) appear in the English edition, often with minimal explanation. “Sanskrit is

not the language of all Hindus,” Chaudhary said. “Historically, it’s been a marker of upper-caste

dominance. Its imposition through textbooks reinforces cultural hierarchies and undermines India’s

linguistic diversity.”

He also pointed to another important aspect: “Despite being a dead language, Sanskrit is being

aggressively promoted. All colleges under Delhi University, for example, were recently instructed to hold

20-day Sanskrit workshops for students.”

Rationale of ‘rationalisation’

Over the past several years, NCERT has repeatedly pruned the historical narrative in the name of

“rationalisation”. This began during the COVID-19 pandemic, according to the educators, with the

stated aim of removing overlapping or irrelevant material. In practice, this led to the elimination of

major segments on Islamic rule. In 2022, a two-page table on Mughal emperors was removed from the

class VII textbook, and the “Kings and Chronicles” chapter on the Mughal courts was dropped from the

class XII history syllabus. Sections on Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb and post-Aurangzeb political

fragmentation were cut from class VIII. By 2023, the Mughal era had been reduced to scattered

mentions.

Mukherjee explained the pedagogical impact: “At an early age, you’re impressionable. If you erase the

Sultanate and Mughals from class VII, there’s a real chance students will grow up without any

knowledge of them.” She noted that the standard sequence—ancient history in class VI, medieval in

class VII, and modern in Class VIII—meant students might never revisit these topics unless they opted

for history in class XI or XII. “That’s deeply worrying.”

Modern Indian history has not been spared either. In 2022 and 2023, chapters on the 2002 Gujarat riots,

the 1975 Emergency, the Babri Masjid demolition, and Dalit and Naxalite movements were removed or

“This is not an isolated change in a textbook. This is a concerted, top-down

agenda of rewriting history to fit a majoritarian political narrative.”

Bhupinder Chaudhary

History professor, Maharaja Agrasen College, Delhi University
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diluted. References to Gandhi’s opposition to Hindu extremism and the ideological background of his

assassin, Nathuram Godse, were edited out from class XII political science. In 2024, after the Supreme

Court’s 2019 verdict, mentions of the Babri Masjid were deleted, with NCERT citing alignment with

“recent developments”. Coverage of the Congress party’s decline post-1989 and the Mandal Commission

was also reframed, casting the latter as a positive reform.

According to Chaudhary, this is a clear pattern. “Right-wing leaders, the RSS, and the BJP want to

consolidate Hindus as a political bloc. Targeting the Mughals and Sultanate rulers helps create a

simplified, unifying narrative.” He noted that Hindu society is inherently diverse and fragmented, and

this historical revisionism is intended to forge cohesion through selective storytelling.

‘A majoritarian political narrative’

“This is not an isolated change in a textbook,” Chaudhary said. “This is a concerted, top-down agenda of

rewriting history to fit a majoritarian political narrative.” He added that this ideological template is now

applied across disciplines. “Curriculum changes in political science, philosophy, and literature have

removed content on caste, Kashmir, Gaza—anything that clashes with right-wing views.” Faculty

members, he said, have been coerced during Delhi University’s syllabus revision meetings to cut

material on caste and conflict. “It’s like Orwell’s 1984. You hide the truth, erase complexity, and train

students to think in only one direction.”

Chaudhary warned that the result will be ideologically conditioned minds, not informed citizens. “You

can indoctrinate, but you can’t cultivate critical thinking this way.”

Also Read | The blackboard crisis

While NCERT is an autonomous central body and cannot enforce its textbooks on State boards, its

content is widely adopted across the country, not just by CBSE-affiliated schools but also by many State

boards that model their textbooks on NCERT materials. Although education falls under the Concurrent

List of the Constitution and States are free to diverge, the ideological direction set by the Centre often

influences local curricula, noted the experts.

Another emerging concern is the narrowing pool of contributors involved in writing these textbooks.

Earlier editions were authored by eminent scholars from premier institutions. Today, much of the

writing is handled internally by NCERT staff. “Earlier, you had historians like Romila Thapar and Satish

Chandra,” Chaudhary said. “Now, it’s the faculty following instructions. These are not scholars working

with academic rigour. A serious historian would never allow this kind of rewriting.”

“This isn’t just about history,” he concluded. “It’s about the kind of society we want to build. What we’re

cultivating isn’t analysis—it’s loyalty. We’re not producing thinkers. We’re producing conformists.”

Frontline reached out to NCERT for comment but did not receive a response.
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News /  Cities /  Mumbai /  History of Shivaji Maharaj to be included in national curriculum

History of Shivaji Maharaj to be included in national curriculum

Minister Bhuse announces after meeting with Pradhan in Delhi.

By: Express News Service

May 9, 2025 00:09 IST

Follow Us

As per information shared by Bhuse’s office Maharashtra demanded that Shivaji Maharaj’s legacy be introduced more extensively to students across the
country through NCERT textbooks.

History of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj will now be included in the national school education

curriculum. Maharashtra School Education Minister Dadaji Bhuse announced it on Thursday after
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a meeting held in New Delhi with Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.

As per information shared by Bhuse’s office Maharashtra demanded that Shivaji Maharaj’s legacy

be introduced more extensively to students across the country through NCERT textbooks. Union

Minister Pradhan accepted the proposal immediately and directed officials to begin the process. “It

is an honour that history of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj will now be studied by students across

India,” said Bhuse.

The meeting, held at Shastri Bhavan in Delhi, was attended by senior officials, including Union

Education Secretary Sanjay Kumar, additional secretaries Anil Kumar Singhal and Anand Patil,

Maharashtra principal secretary Ranjeet Singh Deol, education commissioner Sachindra Pratap

Singh and SCERT director Rahul Rekhawar.

The meeting also highlighted the demand for greater national representation of the Marathi

language, especially after it received classical language status. As per information shared by

Bhuse’s office, Pradhan assured positive action on this front.
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The Maharshtra school education department also made a presentation of various initiatives taken

up by the state to enhance standards of school education. This included information on

Maharashtra’s proposed conversion of 5,000 schools into model institutions under a new “CM Shri”

scheme, mirroring the Centre’s “PM Shri” initiative, ‘Idol’ school recognition and Anand Gurukul

initiative among others.
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Maharashtra also raised demands such as increasing honorariums for school cooks under PM

Poshan scheme, upgrading classrooms, smart education facilities, and better support for rural and

tribal students along with expanding student scholarships, etc.
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SC says court can't force state to adopt NEP, rejects
plea for implementation
The Supreme Court clarified that if a state's action or inaction related to the
National Education Policy violates any fundamental rights, then it will intervene.

The Supreme Court of India (File photo | ANI)

Suchitra Kalyan Mohanty

Updated on: 09 May 2025, 3:10 pm 2 min read

Follow Us

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court in its order on Friday rejected a PIL filed by a
BJP lawyer from Tamil Nadu, seeking direction To Tamil Nadu, West Bengal
and Kerala government to implement National Education Policy (NEP).

The court noted that it could not compel any state to adopt NEP.

The top court, however also said, we could not pass any order on this petition
but, will "examine in appropriate proceedings”.

 Open in App

106 / 358

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/dbm/clk?sa=L&ai=CvvdHaBEjaIWdD-HGmsMPpozEYZaNotd3kPDbgKQTZBABIOaX1iVg5cLkg6QOoAGL4oqgAcgBCagDAcgDmwSqBKkCT9ClMq5Z5Ku8YS0zTeGEJT3_EErCGLnczIbGdudreBWU2pJ9HAAAINxPQtFZwbX6b-137rNGdyriCO8FIc6pOkRHOhQXQmb9esrX3FU4ZESRg4-IAML0OeO8Xnxz_5wYVxIW03VZ3Sm6tDcL9JvHBzJUujG4l1FTn_MCUb5mAdZ1QflN5GTcwXU6tlroYIeTg3gIdJDHsW1gwiONk-QfVJKxLV1278UY_35sanNXZYpjwTDhj7Sq4W8HOOvbdoYc-3f8HfXkOF-rd5fY9TSQvQZHJHoZKBeinVQ0J0lryw9Jr5SwBbZmkeeQBIeSak9q4CRlmKAA1h1P_W9vxlSssNDYIMW89msqKeazHzGd44nae7W8rmR_WCPOx3RKlnUmtvjHeK18_2JxwATLguvv2gTgBAOIBeXmw6RPkAYBoAZNgAfdnfXfAqgH1ckbqAfZtrECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAfgvbECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH-8KxAtgHANIIKAiAYRABGF8yAooCOg2AQIDAgICAgKiAAqABSL39wTpYnLXzwpGgjQPyCA5iaWRkZXItNjQzNzgzNIAKBJgLAcgLAYAMAaoNAklO8A0BsBOws9cc0BMA2BMN2BQB0BUByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFwQYAioAshgJEgKdYxhNIgEA&ae=1&num=1&cid=CAQShQEA2abss7iPWunkpRrWNOhWYZIqVA5bxsUW30m-8krIopDooVuifRQ3twEePPgRVXe88wAJDdQNCCnXVZZ5O_Acuos0mSiAgEF-wzqLwusg6ZwobrCkw7pPUdMFuxnJtCjIZF2SDC2PZ2ZdLg-oYeCsJ5gaJfqMTvNpJ8Zb-H77NJn2e4U2GAE&sig=AOD64_08RkE6Qkh6DpEf5EdLd2MKkOj0pQ&client=ca-pub-3076890012741467&dbm_c=AKAmf-A_9RbPcvMu0R1TpNQeTTWeDtz2eSoJ0SAHXCkjgwcEec6kWstYHpClgMhxcduSoWlcxf2hJqYQGj3yhuB3ipp5YSekEw50T1Ceedgh360UIznP6KNcZQ3EwxGuHKb9bIJLnCmLNWf6h_5Ce8fT25wgztel0AIZOsCOsUNg4ZMheY2PZxSIx9uwXitPNZKlNE9CjEqa1pRvYMkU_o1EFSA9bSgSwqRZqvEO3moN72kI0nMyWRrpPcnLM6k2hGxLw7wn7yccKDXUVZoLorimsWVKYnpd5A&cry=1&dbm_d=AKAmf-BV2nzbMYvp_aXMPCKco9iu_dTz1cC8cbaBNczFCgwR1uK_J80Mhs4uPX-oZ7WiXJQjteGvFVN_Ey39KDpUorvneeVzeA2QyYC9TtO4wbpkX12hlOWbGwPl7gG2BXCTeFisOuMljgFdpGmzRKLUApa8kBaf09K98irEqpy1CHoeBTyfwK1bGRwazGa7-w8XtqEOh0w6BkLMJySmcRSI1hRTlRzVQma0iXkOjSZwrTn7fMrJ_VQ9PCT3vpiNXGa1M2fFPYPmelpUtiF5nanCt9aZWJfwXt6I54rfDxujGr1mUWn8ZMj9N73EoYRA786N3FdxdNpnsPzjkU5tGTGYFbQRPMW0900yObUniUb2KXFCSx0MfHpF5il_U5PPHb_Uua-J4EsmSOFwQWY2ItKz_VQCODDZ6EiRlV53e-Jn6xV_9_ovb7dsgCm2nOincO5AsZZnNVqe_hnPMG6Y6xY-5O-wfQZScbl602Tp4-r6TDNvq6DOrfCqYqqHH8dI-Q-A37xulN7V4VMSulWjPO3FPgJb4juT1WKWslWTZDpIj_Sx51VDSvvzzAVr-U75soIVjIn3Z8oKRnNm_4HDiKim_W1p-WYC3EJgd-V6rCYy54foEreGXYHSER6lUZouc1kHncCz-zgz0Anl8zIxFs2jCsMnuV8MRw&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/258669;9106226;5234576;210;0/?us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&ft_partnerimpid=ABAjH0i1P5Ni0GVyg9WTn5tH9zrh;ABAjH0i1P5Ni0GVyg9WTn5tH9zrh&ft_impID=7B42404D-241F-1EC1-59A9-DB2352FDD195&ft_section=DV360CampID:21283009381&g=6218610AF6F61B&random=157770.9698816135&ft_width=728&ft_height=90&url=https://www.adobe.com/in/creativecloud/buy/students.html?plan=edu&sdid=MC95SGBR&mv=display&mv2=display
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.flashtalking.com/consumer-privacy
https://www.newindianexpress.com/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business
https://www.newindianexpress.com/good-news
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation
https://www.newindianexpress.com/author/suchitra-kalyan-mohanty
https://news.google.com/publications/CAAqBwgKMKKdpQEw4-Ea?hl=en-IN&gl=IN&ceid=IN%3Aen
https://www.newindianexpress.com/topic/nep
https://www.newindianexpress.com/androidappdownload?utm_source=OpenAppClick&utm_medium=AdOpenAPP&utm_campaign=OpenAppClicks


"Sorry, we can't pass any order. We cannot directly compel a state to adopt a
policy like the National Education Policy 2020," said, a two-judge bench of the
top court, led by Justice JB Pardiwala and Justice R Mahadevan.

The court clarified that if a state's action or inaction related to the National
Education Policy violates any fundamental rights, then it will intervene.

"We do not propose to examine this issue in this writ petition. We believe that
the petitioner has nothing to do with the cause he (G S Mani) proposes to
espouse. Although he may be from the state of Tamil Nadu, yet on his own
admission, he is residing in New Delhi. In such circumstances, this petition
stands dismissed," the court said.

The Tamil Nadu-based lawyer and Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader, G S
Mani, has filed the PIL in the Supreme Court seeking a direction to
implement the Central Government's NEP, Tri-Language Curriculum Policy in
Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal.

Kerala asks Centre for more time to implement the PM SHRI under NEP
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Mani in his PIL, said, all the state governments except Tamil Nadu, Kerala and
West Bengal have adopted and implemented the Central Government's most
important national education policy, the Tri-Language Curriculum Policy.

The plea added that the Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West
Bengal have continuously opposed the Central Government's NEP and stated
that they cannot accept it.

"The NEP is a major education policy plan brought by the Central
Government with the aim of improving the quality of school education for
students from all walks of life. All Indian languages should be taught free of
cost to school children belonging to the poor, scheduled, tribes, backward,
and the most backward classes children," said, Mani in his PIL filed before the
top court.

The state governments of Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal were refusing
to accept this noble plan for political reasons, citing the false reason of
imposing Hindi. The Central Government's laws, plans and policies are
applicable to all state governments. It is the duty of the state government to
implement such a policy. This is a fundamental duty and right given in the
Constitution, he said in his PIL.

"Free education is a fundamental right given by the Constitution. The petition
states that by refusing to accept this plan, the state government is denying
the fundamental right of free education to the school children concerned,"
Mani stated in his PIL.

Therefore, he urged the Supreme Court to intervene in this matter and issue
an order to these three state governments to immediately implement the
Central Government's National Education Policy, the Trilingual Curriculum.
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Does the National Education Policy 2020 aim to Aryanize education?

The new National Education Policy has become a tool in this ideological conflict,

aimed at dismantling the hard-won socio-educational achievements of the

Dravidian movement in Tamil Nadu

Elaiyakumar R. & Deepan Chakravarthy May 10, 2025

Tamil Nadu has been resisting the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 because it

undermines the state’s inclusive educational framework and imposes Hindi and Sanskrit. To

pressure the state to comply with the NEP, the union government withheld a fund of ₹2,152

crores it was supposed to release towards programmes in education in the state. The irony of

this action on an effective education system couldn’t be starker. In fact, the present DMK

government in Tamil Nadu has been recognized for its student welfare initiatives, which

include initiatives such as the Breakfast Scheme and a ₹1,000 stipend for undergraduate

female students under the ‘Moovalur Ramamirtham Ammaiyar Ninaivu Puthumai Penn

Thittam’. Various other direct and indirect financial assistance programmes have also been

instituted to support students. The Dr B.R. Ambedkar Higher Education Scholarship to

facilitate studies abroad has been particularly successful and ₹60 crore has been allocated for

the programme in the upcoming academic year.

Despite contributing 9.8 percent to the GDP and supporting the Union government by paying

₹1,12,456 crore  in GST in 2024 alone, the Union government threatens to withhold education

funds due to Tamil Nadu. There is no constitutional provision that compels the state

government to comply with all the policies of the Union government on education, which is a

concurrent subject under the Constitution and hence both Parliament and the state assembly

are can make laws on education. Accordingly, the Tamil Nadu Assembly had passed a

resolution on a two-language policy (of teaching Tamil and English in schools) in 1968 during

the chief ministership of C.N. Annadurai. Nevertheless, the Union government has arbitrarily

[1]

111 / 358

https://www.forwardpress.in/author/elaiyakumar-chakravarthy/
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/how-the-two-language-policy-officially-came-into-force-in-the-state-of-madras/article69233479.ece
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/tamil-nadu/how-the-two-language-policy-officially-came-into-force-in-the-state-of-madras/article69233479.ece
https://pages.razorpay.com/stores/st_QJIuqQExJT0fk1?categories=hindi_titles
https://pages.razorpay.com/stores/st_QJIuqQExJT0fk1?categories=hindi_titles
https://www.forwardpress.in/2018/12/buy-fp-books/
https://www.forwardpress.in/2018/12/buy-fp-books/


threatened to implement its three-language policy in Tamil Nadu. The reason is

straightforward: the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)-backed Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

regime wants to impose its ideology on the people of Tamil Nadu through the NEP.

Recently, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan cast aspersions on the Tamil Nadu

government and sought to justify the withholding of funds, saying, “They are politically

motivated. They are not for the welfare of Tamil Nadu … They are doing mischief … But they

have to come to terms with the Indian Constitution. How can they think they are above the

Constitution? They have to accept the National Education Policy in letter and spirit. All parts

of the country have accepted the policy, why not them?”

Tamil Nadu IT Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan reacted to Pradhan’s comment thus: “NEP 2020

is not a Parliament-approved policy mandating states to follow, and there is no clause in the

Appropriation Bill that money shall not be released to states unless the policy is implemented.

Therefore, it is beyond the ambit of the Constitution, and of the principles of disbursement of

funds already appropriated through Parliament’s approval. While NEP 2020 is only a

suggestion, the previous two NEPs drafted in 1968 and 1986, which was updated in 1992, had

Parliamentary assent. Even they were not enforced with any diktat, threat, arm twisting, or

compulsion.”

This is not an isolated incident. The Draft UGC Regulations 2025 aims to change the

appointment process for vice-chancellors at state universities, allowing the representatives of

the central government (as nominees of the Chancellor, who is the governor of the state, and

the UGC) to have the majority in a three-member selection committee, the third member

being a nominee of the apex governing body of the university like the Senate or Syndicate .

Earlier the governor had reserved assent on Bills that sought to prevent the stalling of

appointments in universities through the governor’s intervention. R.N. Ravi, the governor, was

perceived to be a representative of the RSS, seeking to undermine the Dravidian education

system. For instance, Governor Ravi delayed the appointment of the vice chancellors in

several universities, including the most prominent state university, Anna University. As the

chancellor of state universities, he was invited to preside over convocations; either he made

himself unavailable to delay the convocations, or he used the convocations to propagate the

RSS-BJP agenda. In the case of Periyar University, Salem, the vice chancellor was accused of

corruption, yet the governor stepped in to give him a yearlong extension.

However, a recent Supreme Court verdict in State of Tamil Nadu vs the Governor of Tamil

Nadu over the Bills awaiting assent effectively took away the powers of the Governor to

appoint and remove vice-chancellors of universities.

Mandatory Sanskrit and Hindi

The NEP 2020 introduces a three-language formula for schools. While the state language and

English are mandatory, a third language is to be one of a few options, and often ends up being

Hindi or Sanskrit. The promotion of Sanskrit, a language that many consider to be “dead”,

[2]
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raises questions. Most initiatives of the union government have been named in either Sanskrit

or Hindi, and funding has been disproportionately allocated to the promotion of these two

languages, often at the expense of regional languages .

This language policy puts additional burden on the children and affects everyday learning but

also has implications for entrance examinations. With the entrance examinations demanding

proficiency in these languages, they filter out first-generation students from socially and

educationally disadvantaged communities.

Imposing entrance examination

Even when entrance examinations are often blamed for depriving first-generation students of

access to education, the NEP 2020 aims to introduce these exams for all higher educational

institutions. During his tenure from 2006 to 2011, former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Kalaignar

M. Karunanidhi abolished entrance examinations in the state, which facilitated access to

higher educational institutions for first-generation graduates and the gross enrolment ratio

became double the national average.

The Union government has already imposed entrance exams, such as NEET, which have

altered inclusive educational systems and weakened the educational framework in southern

states. Additionally, other entrance examinations, including the CUET-UG and CUET-PG for

arts and science courses in central universities, have been introduced. For PhD admissions,

the UGC-NET has become a mandatory national-level test. The argument for imposing

entrance exams is rooted in the desire to maintain merit and quality in education, based on

the presumption that admitting students from reserved categories will lower quality.

However, there is a lack of diversity in higher education institutions. Prestigious institutions

like IITs, NITs, and NLUs have failed to implement even the mandatory reservations in

admissions and recruitments.

Students’ performance in school board examinations is often overlooked, as admissions now

rely solely on entrance exams, rendering the purpose of 12 years of education almost

meaningless.

On the one hand, an environment of the proliferating coaching industry, along with predatory

schools and ineffective testing agencies like the National Testing Agency, has led to paper

leaks, corruption and even student deaths. On the other hand, Tamil Nadu’s doctor-patient

ratio is seven times higher than the national average, achieved without centralized entrance

examinations. The quality of doctors was evident during the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic.

To sum up, this RSS-backed regime seems intent on implementing regressive policies that

threaten the socially inclusive framework established by the Dravidian Rule in Tamil Nadu.

[3]
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Chief Minister M.K. Stalin and Governor R.N. Ravi

Vedas, Agamas, Puranas – Indian Knowledge System

The RSS regime now has no qualms about including texts that preach caste inequality in

curriculums. For example, the University of Delhi has introduced the Manusmriti, Vedas,

Agamas, Puranas, and Itihasas as part of the syllabus for the Indian jurisprudence course for

LLB students. This course has been made mandatory for students. Additionally, the university

has launched a master’s programme in Hindu Studies.

Recently, the director of IIT Madras reviewed the medicinal properties of cow urine, claiming

it has health benefits. Similarly, IITs have introduced a new programme called the Indian

Knowledge Systems, and substantial funding has been allocated for research, seminars,

conferences and various other initiatives. But what exactly is the Indian Knowledge System? It

essentially involves revisiting religious texts and attempting to promote them as antecedents

of modern scientific advancements.

Agitation against impositions – Dravidian land’s virtue

The battle between Aryan and Dravidian identities has persisted for several millennia, often

characterized by violence and cunning strategies on the part of the Aryans and firm

resistance on the part of the Dravidians. The Dravidian Movement in Tamil Nadu has

consistently resisted the imposition of “Aryan” frameworks in educational institutions.

The prolonged agitation against Brahmanical dominance began in 1938 when a Brahmin, C.

Rajagopalachari, governed the then Madras State. His administration’s push to impose Hindi

sparked widespread protests led by Periyar and the Dravidian movement. After thousands,

including women and children, were arrested for expressing their dissent, the Brahmanical
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government rescinded its order. A similar resistance emerged in 1953 when the Rajaji-led

regime introduced a new educational scheme called “Kula Kalvi Thittam” aimed at

encouraging caste occupations and institutionalizing caste hierarchies. The protests

organized by Periyar and the DMK cadres compelled Rajaji to resign, marking an early setback

for Congress in the state. These movements laid the foundation for Tamil Nadu’s robust

educational system.

The Dravidian governments, in alliance with social movements like Dravidar Kazhagam,

implemented a language policy and prioritized social welfare over religious considerations,

leading to significant strides on various human development indices comparable to many

developed Western nations.

Even today, the Aryan-Dravidian struggle continues subtly, such as through educational

policies of the union government. The NEP has become a tool in this ideological conflict,

aimed at dismantling the hard-won socio-educational achievements of the Dravidian

movement. Tamil Nadu is the only state governed by a party that has its roots in an anti-caste

movement. The social justice demands of this movement have influenced government

policies, from the communal Government Order of 1921 to the present 69 per cent reservation

system. This reflects the state’s commitment to inclusive education for Scheduled Tribes,

Scheduled Castes, Other Backward Classes and minority communities. States like Bihar,

Telangana, and Karnataka have followed suit adopting social welfare policies aimed at

benefiting the masses.

Failure of the Centre’s education policy

The Tamil Nadu education system stands out as a remarkable success story. The Dravidian

government has established a well-structured educational framework that has turned the

state to an educational heavyweight. Tamil Nadu’s gross enrolment ratio of 49.1 per cent in

higher education is significantly higher than the national average of just 28.5 per cent. This

achievement can largely be attributed to the effective implementation of its language policy.

As a continuation of the Dravidian movement, public education in Tamil Nadu has reached

levels that are comparable to the Western countries. Notably, the state government made

these strides even while education remained a concurrent subject.

Choosing English over mother tongue

When the imposition of languages on Tamil Nadu is questioned, there is a common retort:

what prevents the state from learning Hindi, the language spoken by the majority in the

nation, when it is eager to learn English, a language rooted in colonialism? Periyar E.V.R.

advocated for learning English, emphasizing its unique role in unifying the world as a

common medium of communication. He had even criticized Tamil as a primitive language that

hindered progress and said that it should be abandoned if necessary. Thus, the commitment

of Dravidian leaders to combat cultural primitiveness extends to scrutinizing their own

language when needed. Their opposition to the imposition of Hindi should be viewed from a

broader perspective, not merely as a conservative effort to preserve their language.
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If, against all odds, Tamil were to be declared a national language in the near future, the first

voice of opposition would likely emerge from Tamil Nadu. This is because Dravidian leaders

firmly believe that it would not be a level playing field if competition arose between speakers

of two diverse mother tongues.

As Periyar himself stated, “Although I have no doubt that Tamil is better and more useful than

the vernacular and Hindi languages, I would like to state that if we want to progress faster,

English should be the political language and the language of instruction, that English should

be written in Tamil script, and that it would be beneficial for English to be our spoken

language” . Today, Professor Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd argues that access to English education

is crucial for the Shudras to catch up with the educated “Dwijas”.

Therefore, each state should be granted autonomy over its educational policies, which can

only be achieved if education is returned to the state list. Education should become more

scientific and rational. Promoting Brahmanical Hinduism, which perpetuates caste hierarchy,

will constrain advancement of education. In a nation where caste persists but colonialism is a

thing of the past, the focus should be on debrahmanization of education rather than

decolonization. By abolishing entrance examinations and ensuring proportional

representation, education should be democratized.

References

[1] Latest GST collections and top 10 states in India by GST revenue, Forbes, 2 May 2025.

Accessed at https://www.forbesindia.com/article/explainers/gst-revenue-

collections/93414/1

[2] Draft UGC (Minimum Qualifications for Appointment and Promotion of Teachers and

Academic Staff in Universities and Colleges and Measures for the Maintenance of Standards

in Higher Education) Regulations, 2025. Accessed at

https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/3045759_Draft-Regulation-Minimum-Qualifications-for-

Appointment-and-Promotion-of-Teachers-and-Academic-Staff-in-Universities-and-

Colleges-and-Measures-for-the-Maintenance-of-Standards-in-HE-Regulations-2025.pdf

[3] Promotion of classical languages: More funds for Sanskrit; less for Tamil, Telugu &

Kannada, The New Indian Express. Accessed at

https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2023/Apr/30/promotion-of-

classical-languages-more-funds-for-sanskritless-for-tamil-telugu-kannada-2570851.html

[4] Language and Knowledge, https://www.keetru.com/index.php/2014-03-08-04-35-

27/2014-03-08-12-18-14/25876——9

[5] Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd, For Shudras and Adivasis to have a shot at a better life, English

language education is essential, https://scroll.in/article/1021539/for-shudhras-and-adivasis-

to-have-a-shot-at-a-better-life-english-language-education-is-essential

[4]

[5]

116 / 358

https://www.forbesindia.com/article/explainers/gst-revenue-collections/93414/1
https://www.forbesindia.com/article/explainers/gst-revenue-collections/93414/1
https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/3045759_Draft-Regulation-Minimum-Qualifications-for-Appointment-and-Promotion-of-Teachers-and-Academic-Staff-in-Universities-and-Colleges-and-Measures-for-the-Maintenance-of-Standards-in-HE-Regulations-2025.pdf
https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/3045759_Draft-Regulation-Minimum-Qualifications-for-Appointment-and-Promotion-of-Teachers-and-Academic-Staff-in-Universities-and-Colleges-and-Measures-for-the-Maintenance-of-Standards-in-HE-Regulations-2025.pdf
https://www.ugc.gov.in/pdfnews/3045759_Draft-Regulation-Minimum-Qualifications-for-Appointment-and-Promotion-of-Teachers-and-Academic-Staff-in-Universities-and-Colleges-and-Measures-for-the-Maintenance-of-Standards-in-HE-Regulations-2025.pdf
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2023/Apr/30/promotion-of-classical-languages-more-funds-for-sanskritless-for-tamil-telugu-kannada-2570851.html
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2023/Apr/30/promotion-of-classical-languages-more-funds-for-sanskritless-for-tamil-telugu-kannada-2570851.html
https://www.keetru.com/index.php/2014-03-08-04-35-27/2014-03-08-12-18-14/25876------9
https://www.keetru.com/index.php/2014-03-08-04-35-27/2014-03-08-12-18-14/25876------9
https://scroll.in/article/1021539/for-shudhras-and-adivasis-to-have-a-shot-at-a-better-life-english-language-education-is-essential
https://scroll.in/article/1021539/for-shudhras-and-adivasis-to-have-a-shot-at-a-better-life-english-language-education-is-essential


117 / 358



118 / 358



119 / 358



120 / 358



121 / 358



122 / 358



INDIA TODAY AAJ TAK GNTTV LALLANTOP BUSINESS TODAY BANGLA MALAYALAM NORTHEAST BT BAZAAR

Magazine

LIVE

Live TV Search

News / India / Law News / Supreme Court says states cannot be compelled to adopt National Education Policy

Supreme Court says states cannot be compelled to adopt National
Education Policy

The Supreme Court has ruled it cannot direct Tamil Nadu, Kerala, or West Bengal to implement the National

Education Policy, saying such decisions are outside its constitutional powers under Article 32.
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Top court says policy enforcement not within its Article 32 powers

Plea sought NEP implementation in non-BJP ruled southern states

Judges note petitioner had no direct stake in matter

The Supreme Court on Friday dismissed a plea seeking directions to the governments of Tamil

Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal to implement the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, including

its three-language formula, stating that it cannot compel states to adopt a particular policy.

“The Supreme Court, through Article 32 of the Constitution, can issue directives to ensure that the

fundamental rights of citizens are protected. It cannot directly compel a state to adopt a policy like

the National Education Policy, 2020,” the bench stated in its order.
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A bench comprising Justice JB Pardiwala and Justice R Mahadevan clarified that the court’s

powers under Article 32 of the Constitution are limited to ensuring the protection of citizens’

fundamental rights and do not extend to mandating policy decisions on state governments.

It added, “The court may, however, intervene if a state's action or inaction related to the National

Education Policy violates any fundamental rights or any other legal rights. We do not propose to

examine this issue in this writ petition filed under Article 32 of the Constitution.”

The judges also noted that the petitioner had no direct connection to the issue raised. “Although

he may be from the state of Tamil Nadu, yet, on his own admission, he is now residing in New Delhi.

The main issue may be examined by this court in an appropriate proceeding but at least not in this

particular petition,” the bench said.
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The petition had been filed by advocate GS Mani, who had sought a directive from the apex court

to enforce implementation of the NEP, 2020, in the three non-Bharatiya Janata Party ruled states.
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3 min read

The Supreme Court has dismissed a plea seeking a direction to the Tamil Nadu, Kerala and the West Bengal

governments to implement the National Education Policy, including its three-language formula.

A bench of Justice JB Pardiwala and Justice R Mahadevan said the top court could not issue such directions to

state governments.

ARTICLE CONTINUES BELOW VIDEO

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

SC dismisses plea seeking
implementation of NEP in Tamil
Nadu, other states
The apex court was hearing a plea filed by advocate GS Mani seeking directions to
implement the National Education Policy, 2020.

By: PTI

New Delhi | Updated: May 12, 2025 19:36 IST

A National Education Policy or NEP is a comprehensive framework to guide the development of education in the country. (Source: File)
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“The Supreme Court, through Article 32 of the Constitution, can issue directives to ensure that the

fundamental rights of citizens are protected. It cannot directly compel a state to adopt a policy like the

National Education Policy, 2020,” the bench said in an order passed on Friday.

“The court may, however, intervene if a state’s action or inaction related to the National Education Policy

violates any fundamental rights or any other legal rights. We do not propose to examine this issue in this writ

petition filed under Article 32 of the Constitution,” it added.

The petitioner has nothing to do with the cause he proposes to espouse, the top court further said. “Although

he may be from the state of Tamil Nadu, yet, on his own admission, he is now residing in New Delhi. The main

issue may be examined by this court in an appropriate proceeding but at least not in this particular petition,”

the bench said.

The apex court was hearing a plea filed by advocate GS Mani seeking directions to implement the National

Education Policy, 2020.

National Education Policy 

A National Education Policy or NEP is a comprehensive framework to guide the development of education in

the country. A new policy usually comes along every few decades. The latest policy is India’s third. It replaces

the 1986 NEP, which was in place for 34 years.

For inclusion of comprehensive education, the university has introduced a two-credit course for

undergraduate and postgraduate students in each semester. Also, 16 multidisciplinary two-credit programmes
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have been introduced as part of minor electives. Besides classroom-based learning, the institute has also

implemented its own Learning Management System (LMS) to promote online learning. Under credit transfer,

students have already registered on the ‘Swayam’ portal.

Students have been provided with a digital account in the cloud to securely store their academic mark sheets

and other valid documents or certificates. All students of the university have opened their accounts and are

using it to upload their documents, with storage capacity up to one GB for each account.

© IE Online Media Services Pvt Ltd

This article went live on May twelfth, twenty twenty-five, at thirty-four minutes past seven in the morning.
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NCTE introduces new ITEP courses in Yoga, Performing Arts,
Sanskrit and PE
While schools have long offered Yoga and Sanskrit as subjects, no structured teacher-education programmes
existed to prepare pedagogues in these fields

Divyansh Kumar | Posted May 12, 2025 03:30 PM

To address the shortage of specialist teachers in schools, the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)
recently announced the rolling out of four-year Integrated Teacher Education Programmes (ITEP) in Yoga,
Performing and Visual Arts, Sanskrit and Physical Education. Launched under the framework of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, these dedicated pathways aim to produce educators equipped not only with
applied skills but also with deep theoretical grounding, an essential blend that existing certificate and diploma
routes have failed to deliver.

“The decision to introduce exclusive ITEP courses in these disciplines stems from a clear market gap,” Prof
Pankaj Arora, chairman, NCTE tells Education Times. While schools have long offered Yoga and Sanskrit as
subjects, no structured teacher-education programmes existed to prepare pedagogies in these fields. Aspiring
Yoga instructors typically rely on certifications or diploma training, which lacks the theoretical frameworks
necessary to design age-appropriate curricula or address the full spectrum of mental, physical and spiritual
well-being in a school context. Likewise, Sanskrit education has been relegated to a subject taught by
generalist BEd graduates rather than dedicated specialists. 

“We do not have teachers for these courses although there is a demand in schools for teachers in these
specialisations,” says Prof Gajanan Londhe, NCTE member and executive director, Samvit Research
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Foundation, Bengaluru. By extending ITEP to Performing and Visual Arts, the council seeks to integrate arts
education throughout the school spectrum, a core tenet of NEP 2020’s vision of holistic, human-centered
learning. Physical Education, already a BEd specialisation, will now benefit from a more robust, four-year
programme that incorporates sports science, biomechanics and sports psychology alongside practice.

Institutional readiness

The initial launch of these courses would be gradual. “We are not expecting a rollout across thousands of
institutions immediately,” Prof Arora says, adding, “The NCTE has finalised norms and standards and is
awaiting final approval before inviting institutions to apply for recognition. Only those colleges with requisite
infrastructure—yoga labs, art studios, sports facilities—or a demonstrated track record in these disciplines will
be encouraged to pilot the programmes.” 

To ensure a measured start, the council will initially invite applications from ‘special institutions’ with prior
expertise—such as universities already offering advanced Yoga or arts programmes. Lessons from this pilot
phase will provide feedback for a broader expansion plan.

Curriculum design

A multi-tiered expert committee is overseeing curriculum development. Each four-year ITEP will allot 40% of
credits to theory, including Indian Knowledge Systems (IKS), philosophy, sociology and contemporary fields
including AI and digital education, and 60% to practicum, says Prof Sudhakar Venukapalli, member, NCTE and
former dean, English and Foreign Languages University (EFLU), Hyderabad. “The aim is to root students in
classical disciplines such as Vedic culture, Indian ethos, while equipping them with modern pedagogical tools:
blended learning, project-based work and collaborative ‘Vaad-Vivaad’ dialogue traditions,” he says. Stage-
specific pedagogy aligns content with the NEP’s four school stages (foundational, preparatory, middle and
secondary), scaling theoretical depth and reflective practice as learners mature.

Local adaptations

Although the national framework provides a generic curriculum for Performing and Visual Arts, NCTE
emphasises flexibility for regional and tribal art forms. For now, NCTE does not have a concrete plan for it.
“Universities can customise the course to include local contexts,” says Prof Londhe. NCTE will support
institutions by connecting them with resource experts, but local adaptation remains at the discretion of
individual universities. Systematic inclusion of tribal languages, dance-drama traditions and art forms requires
deeper future engagement.

Capacity building

With a limited pool of niche-field educators, NCTE has organised national conclaves across regions in
Ahmedabad, Shillong and Kurukshetra, to build capacity and gather stakeholder feedback on the draft
regulations. Similar sessions are slated for southern India. To safeguard programme quality, recognition will
hinge on online inspections and performance appraisals. Since September 2024, institutions have been
required to report on key benchmarks; roughly 3,000 of 12,000 institutions failed to respond and face show-
cause notices. Underperformers risk disciplinary action, ensuring that only compliant colleges continue to train
future teachers.

By 2030, the four-year ITEP will become the minimal qualification for entry into teacher education. Current two-
year BEd programmes include a clause mandating transition to ITEP by that deadline, or they will lose approval
to operate. This phased approach allows institutions to prepare for infrastructural upgrades and faculty
recruitment.
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CBSE board exams aligned with NEP 2020, results
available online: Dharmendra Pradhan
ANI | Updated: May 13, 2025 14:54 IST

ANI

News

Join our
Whatsapp

channel

(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va7q7004dTnMVl9H9r0o)

New Delhi [India], May 13 (ANI): Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
(/topic/dharmendra-pradhan) on Tuesday said that the CBSE (/topic/cbse) Board
examinations are being conducted in line with the National Education Policy

 हिंदी खबर (/hindi/khabar/)
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(/topic/national-education-policy) (NEP (/topic/nep)) 2020, focusing on
competency-based assessment.

In a post on X, Pradhan stated that the exams emphasize leveraging technology

to improve accessibility and ease for students. He added that CBSE (/topic/cbse)
results are being made available digitally through multiple platforms including
the official CBSE (/topic/cbse) website, DigiLocker, and the UMANG app, apart
from being accessible at schools.

"CBSE (/topic/cbse) Board exams are conducted in alignment with NEP
(/topic/nep) 2020, with emphasis on competency-based assessment leveraging
technology for accessibility and ease," Pradhan said in his post.

The move is part of the government's efforts to integrate digital technology into
the education system and ensure seamless access to academic services for

students across the country.

The Minister also praised the students for their achievement, "Heartiest
congratulations to all my young friends and their parents, who have
successfully cleared the CBSE (/topic/cbse) Class XII and Class X examinations.
This is a moment to rejoice and cherish the fruits of hard work, dedication and

perseverance. Wishing all the next-gen leaders a happy, healthy and bright
future ahead."

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE (/topic/cbse)) released the
results of the Class 10th and 12th examinations on Tuesday.

In the class 10th examination results a total of 93.66 % of students passed the
examination, which was 0.06 % more than the previous year.95 % of girls passed
the CBSE (/topic/cbse) class 10th examination, which was 2.37 % more than the
boys.
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Thiruvananthapuram achieved the highest passing percentage on the region
basis, with 99.70 % of students passing the examination, whereas Assam's
Guwahati was ranked at the bottom, with 84.14 % of students passing the

examination. The CBSE (/topic/cbse) class 10th examination was conducted
between February 15 to March 18.

Earlier, CBSE (/topic/cbse) released the results of class 12th in which 88.39 per
cent of students passed the examinations, which was 0.41 % more than the

previous year. 91 % of girls have passed the CBSE (/topic/cbse) class 12th
examinations this year, 5.94 %more than the boys. (ANI)
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Opinion | A New Dawn in Teacher Education
Integrated Teacher Education Program (ITEP) &

National Professional Standards For Teachers (NPST)
By : Javeed Abdullah

 by News Desk  —  May 15, 2025  Reading Time: 6 mins read    0

97
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Share on Facebook

The landscape of Indian education is undergoing a radical transformation, catalysed by the landmark National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. One of the most

significant reforms envisaged in this policy revolves around Teacher Education, its quality, structure, and professional standards. As a delegate from Jammu

and Kashmir, I had the privilege along with other Academic and administrative officers of Jammu and Kashmir to participate in the National Conclave 2025

on “Transforming Teacher Education” under the Northern Regional Territorial Jurisdiction, held at Kurukshetra University, Haryana on 28th and 29th April

2025. This two-day event proved to be a vibrant platform for rich discussions, policy dialogues, and collaborative reflection on the future of teacher education

in India.
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The Conclave was facilitated by the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE), in collaboration with Haryana state higher education Council and

Kurukshetra University, Kurukshetra. a statutory body established under the NCTE Act of 1993. The body, operational since 17th August 1995, is responsible

for the planned and coordinated development of teacher education across India, ensuring regulation and proper maintenance of norms and standards. With

its pan-India jurisdiction and four Regional Councils (Northern, Eastern, Southern, and Western), NCTE has become the pivotal force steering India’s teacher

preparation and professional development.

NEP 2020 recognizes the centrality of teachers in shaping the future of learners and the nation. It aspires to ensure that all students at all levels of education

are taught by passionate, motivated, well-qualified, and professionally trained teachers. To realize this vision, the policy mandates sweeping reforms in both

pre-service and in-service teacher education through three critical initiatives:

1. Integrated Teacher Education Program (ITEP)

2. National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST)

3. National Mission for Mentoring (NMM)

 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

Integrated Teacher Education Program (ITEP)

(A Paradigm Shift in Pre-Service Teacher Education)

The ITEP is a flagship initiative of NEP 2020 designed to prepare teachers holistically through a four-year integrated program. It replaces the previous models

of teacher education programmes (after graduation) with a single, multidisciplinary, and integrated undergraduate program. As per para 15.5 of NEP 2020,

ITEP is being piloted in multidisciplinary institutions and universities across India. The primary objective of ITEP is to develop teachers for the foundational,

preparatory, middle, and secondary stages of school education and Offers a dual-major curriculum, with one major in Education and the second in a discipline

of choice (such as Arts, Science, Sanskrit, Yoga, or Physical Education).ITEP is aligned with the new curricular structure of school education, as per NEP 2020.

The program offers stage-specific specializations:

Foundational Stage: Pre-school to Grade 2

 

Preparatory Stage: Grades 3 to 5

Middle Stage: Grades 6 to 8

Secondary Stage: Grades 9 to 12

Each student-teacher will be trained specifically to teach one of these stages with pedagogical content knowledge, child psychology, assessment methods, and

technology integration. ITEP (Arts Education) Will Prepare future arts teachers with interdisciplinary training, ethical values, and pedagogical innovation.

Candidates need minimum 50% marks at +2 level (relaxation for reserved categories), and admission is through a nationwide NCET conducted by NTA. ITEP

(Physical Education) Focuses on developing physical education instructors equipped to promote fitness, sportsmanship, and holistic well-being. ITEP

(Sanskrit Education) Preserves India’s cultural and linguistic heritage by preparing future Sanskrit educators who can promote classical knowledge through

modern pedagogy. ITEP (Yoga Education) Responds to the growing global interest in yoga by training educators in yoga philosophy, practice, and its

therapeutic applications in schools.

 

ITEP emphasizes experiential learning, multilingualism, inclusive education, and digital literacy. Which includes, Classroom internships, Community-based

projects, Technology-enabled instruction, Workshops on critical thinking, ethics, and emotional well-being.The curriculum integrates both disciplinary depth

and pedagogical skills, thus fostering reflective practitioners rather than just subject transmitters.

ITEP will be offered by selected multidisciplinary institutions approved by NCTE. Universities and teacher education colleges must meet rigorous

infrastructure, faculty, and academic standards to be eligible. The course structure will include continuous assessments, a capstone project, and school-based
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internships.

National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST)

(Elevating Teaching as a Profession)

 

Teachers play an indispensable role in shaping the future of any nation. Their competence, dedication, and continuous professional growth directly influence

the quality of education and the development of learners. Recognizing this vital connection, the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 introduced several

ground-breaking reforms, one of the most transformative being the National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST). Developed by the National Council

for Teacher Education (NCTE), NPST is a flagship framework designed to define and guide the professional expectations from teachers across various stages of

their careers. The NPST not only outlines the benchmarks for teacher competencies and behaviour but also provides a structured pathway for career

advancement, performance appraisal, and continuous professional development. This article explores the structure, objectives, benefits, implementation

strategies, and potential impact of NPST on the teaching profession in India.

The teaching profession in India, despite its centrality to the education system, has historically lacked a structured career progression framework. Career

advancement often relied on seniority rather than performance, innovation, or professional growth. NEP 2020 highlighted the need to address this gap and

emphasized the importance of attracting and retaining the best talent in teaching. The NPST was envisioned to define clear professional expectations for

teachers, create transparent and merit-based career progression pathways, Align teacher performance with student learning outcomes, Promote teacher

agency, innovation, and leadership, Standardize teacher appraisal and certification across the country.

National Professional Standards for Teachers key objectives are,

1. Standardization of Professional Competencies: To create a national framework that defines what teachers should know, be able to do, and value at different

stages of their careers.

2. Career Advancement Based on Merit: To shift from time-bound promotions to merit-based progression by recognizing professional growth, skills, and

performance.

3. Guidance for Teacher Education: To inform curriculum development and training design for both pre-service and in-service teacher education programs.

4. Improvement in Student Learning Outcomes: By focusing on teacher capacity building, NPST aims to improve classroom practices and ultimately enhance

student performance.

5. Development of a Reflective Practitioner: To encourage teachers to engage in reflective practices, self-evaluation, and continuous learning.

NPST recognizes that teachers evolve through various stages in their careers, and each stage requires a different set of competencies. The framework identifies

four career stages, with clearly articulated expectations for each:

1. Beginner Teacher (Fresh graduates entering the teaching profession, Focuses on foundational knowledge, classroom readiness, and mentoring.)

2. Proficient Teacher (Teachers with some experience demonstrating effectiveness in classroom practices, expected to handle complex teaching situations and

adapt to diverse learners.)

3. Expert Teacher (A seasoned educator who mentors peers, leads innovations in pedagogy, and impacts the school culture positively.)

4. Lead Teacher, (Plays a leadership role at the institutional or policy level, Involved in school reform, teacher training, curriculum development, and

educational research.)

This progression allows for horizontal and vertical career mobility, giving teachers opportunities beyond traditional teaching roles. The successful

implementation of NPST requires a collaborative and technology-enabled approach. The following steps form the foundation of its roll-out:

1. Development of Digital Teacher Registry (All teachers will be registered in a tech-based repository that maintains professional profiles, achievements, and

training records.)

2. Certification and Appraisal Mechanism (Teachers will undergo performance evaluations aligned with NPST standards. Based on these evaluations, they will

be certified or promoted.)

3. Continuous Professional Development (CPD) (Teachers must complete a minimum number of CPD hours annually, focusing on improving competencies

defined in NPST.)

4. Capacity Building of SCERTs and DIETs (Institutions like SCERTs and DIETs will play a key role in providing NPST-aligned training, mentoring, and

support services.)
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A D V E R T I S E M E N T

    

 

The NPST framework has far-reaching benefits for the education system:

1. Elevates Teaching as a Profession (By defining standards and career paths, NPST gives the profession the structure and respect it deserves.)

2. Encourages Innovation and Growth (Teachers are encouraged to innovate, reflect, and adapt, leading to a more vibrant and responsive classroom

environment.)

3. Enables Transparent Promotions (Shifts promotion criteria from seniority to performance, removing bias and boosting morale.)

4. Improves Student Outcomes (Better trained, evaluated, and motivated teachers directly contribute to improved student engagement and achievement.)

5. Aligns with Global Best Practices (NPST brings India on par with international models like the Australian Professional Standards for Teachers (APST) and

the UK’s Teachers’ Standards.)

The National Professional Standards for Teachers (NPST) is a transformative initiative that has the potential to redefine teaching in India. By placing teachers

at the centre of educational reform and empowering them with a roadmap for professional growth, NPST aims to build a motivated, competent, and reflective

teaching force. As the education system moves toward 21st-century learning, NPST ensures that teachers are not left behind but rather are equipped,

recognized, and supported to lead from the front. The success of NPST will not only determine the future of teachers but also shape the future of millions of

students and the nation as a whole.
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In a major step towards improving global learning opportunities, the Bihar government has started foreign

language courses in French and German across 15 government colleges in the state. This is part of a larger plan to

eventually introduce these courses in all government-run higher education institutions in Bihar.

The initiative, announced by the state education department, aims to provide students with new language skills

that can help them in areas like international education, business, tourism, and diplomacy.
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Students enrolled in these colleges will now have the option to take up basic-level courses in French and German

as part of their curriculum or as an additional certificate programme.

These foreign language classes will initially be offered as part of the Skill Development programme under the New

Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

DETAILS ABOUT THE PROGRAMME IN BIHAR

As per the Department of Education of Bihar, the programme has already begun in select colleges in districts

including Patna, Gaya, Muzaffarpur, Bhagalpur, and Darbhanga.

Trained language instructors have been appointed and course material has been developed to suit beginners.

The government has also planned to assess the outcome of this initial rollout before expanding the language

courses to all government colleges across the state.

This move comes at a time when the demand for multilingual professionals is growing, especially in the fields of

information technology, international business, and tourism. Students and educators have welcomed the step,

calling it a much-needed modern addition to Bihar’s higher education system.

The language courses are expected to be available to both undergraduate and postgraduate students, with no

additional tuition fees.
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 / News / Humanities & Social Sciences / UGC Picks Student Ambassadors From 127 HEIs To Drive NEP 2020 Reforms On Campus

NEP SAARTHI initiative aims to empower students as the face of higher education transformation

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has appointed a new cohort of student ambassadors under its NEP SAARTHI

initiative — Student Ambassador for Academic Reforms in Transforming Higher Education in India.

Launched as part of efforts to make the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 more inclusive and participatory, the NEP

SAARTHI programme is bringing students to the forefront of academic change. This April, UGC formally announced the

names of selected ambassadors — enthusiastic, responsible, and creative students nominated from 127 Higher Education

Institutions (HEIs) across the country.

In a letter signed by UGC Secretary Prof. Manish R. Joshi, the Commission congratulated the newly selected SAARTHIs

and urged them to take up this role with “great enthusiasm and dedication.”

“These students are not just leaders in their classrooms, but also natural communicators, organisers, and changemakers,”

the letter reads. “Their involvement will be personally enriching and contribute significantly to shaping the future of Indian

higher education.”
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Each NEP SAARTHI will work closely with their institution to organise outreach programmes, spread awareness about NEP

2020 reforms, and encourage other students to participate in shaping the educational landscape. The role isn’t just

ceremonial — it demands creativity, responsibility, and active leadership.

Colleges and universities have been asked to support these student ambassadors in every way possible, recognising their

potential to act as bridges between policy and campus life.

With this initiative, UGC is signalling a broader shift: putting students at the heart of the education reform process. And for

many of these SAARTHIs, the journey begins now — not in the corridors of government, but in college canteens,

classrooms, and campus communities where change is truly lived.

The complete list of NEP SAARTHIs from across the 127 HEIs is available on the UGC website.
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EXPRESS OPINION
BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

Despite flaws, new NCERT textbooks try
to reconnect youngsters with their

civilisation’s moral foundations
Nations are not solely born from protest, but also from shared narratives of song, scripture, myth,

and memory. A pedagogy rooted in such narratives is necessary to craft a national historical
consciousness

The need of the hour is a curriculum that would not sanitise the past or erase conflict, but present them within a broader ethical framework,

where critique doesn't descend into cynicism.
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Rupamanjari Hegde’s critique of recent Class VII NCERT history textbooks (‘In NCERT textbooks, a history

full of holes’, IE, May 5) highlights a recurring trend in liberal-secular discourse: A focus on

inconsistencies between curricular frameworks (like the NCF 2023) and textbook narratives, while

overlooking the deeper philosophical and civilisational dimensions of how India should relate to its past.

While Hegde rightly points out the dissonance between pluralistic curricular intentions and selective

textbook content, this perspective misses a crucial point: Such selectivity, often labelled “presentism” or

“teleology,” can be necessary and legitimate in crafting a national historical consciousness.

The liberal-secular viewpoint often assumes that only histories emphasising disjunction, pluralism,

conflict, and power are truly honest, casting any narrative of harmony, unity, or coherence as inherently

fabricated or aligned with communal ideologies. This perspective, rooted in Marxist and postcolonial

paradigms, views civilisational continuity or cultural cohesion with scepticism, interpreting them as mere

apologetics for majoritarianism or nationalism. However, this approach itself commits a form of

presentism, retrojecting a modern suspicion of unity onto the past and privileging discontinuity as the

sole valid historical lens.

History as a quest for civilisational self-understanding

A civilisationally self-aware modernity cannot afford to discard the potential for collective memory, moral

exemplarity, and a unifying vision of the past. Nations are not solely defined by constitutions; they are

also “imagined,” “felt,” and “remembered” into being. Consequently, history education cannot be reduced

to a mere catalogue of empirical disputes, caste hierarchies, and dynastic rivalries.

Also Read | Express View on NCERT revisions: Narrowing the view

This necessitates interpretation, selection, and narrative framing, which are inherent to the process and

therefore legitimate. For decades, Indian school textbooks, particularly after the NCERT’s 2006 revisions,

aimed at “detoxifying” earlier “saffron’ narratives”, have often prioritised a seemingly “objective”

approach, foregrounding multiplicity and conflict, emphasising regional variations, and downplaying any

overarching sense of pre-colonial Indic unity. However, this has not fostered a deeper understanding of

India’s civilisational past, but rather an inability to articulate it except in mostly fragmented and

contestatory terms.
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Pre-Islamic India, despite its political disunity and social hierarchies, did share cosmologies, Sanskritic

idioms across its regions and languages, integrated diverse deities and contributed to a porous but

coherent cultural order. This coherence, while not homogeneous, was not a mere colonial invention. The

new NCERT textbooks, despite their flaws, represent an attempt to reinstate this coherence, reconnecting

young Indians to their civilisation’s moral and cultural foundations.

The ethical imperative of presentism

So a degree of presentism and even teleology in historical narratives is not a betrayal of historiography,

but a civilisational necessity. A modern democratic republic needs a usable past, a memory that resonates

normatively. History textbooks should certainly have source criticism or highlight socio-economic

mechanics; but they should also guide students to locate themselves within a broader narrative of how a

people conceived a certain kind of socio-cultural order across time and traditions. And such orders were

not merely oppressive caste and patriarchal institutions and practices.

While liberal-secular historians advocate for narratives that avoid privileging any single religion or moral

arc, it’s important to recognise that all historical storytelling, particularly in school education, involves

moral construction. Even previous NCERT attempts, which celebrated Bhakti and Sufi syncretism,

implicitly endorsed a normative vision of India as plural and tolerant. However, they often failed to

acknowledge that this pluralism could have indigenous Indic roots, predating Islamic influence, as seen in

Buddhist missions, Ashokan dhamma, and pan-Indic pilgrimage networks.

The new textbooks, by emphasising certain pre-Islamic periods, attempt to recover these threads, not to

demonise Islam, but to re-anchor India’s pluralism in a deeper Indic context. And possibly, let us wait to

see if between classes VIII to X, the new textbooks do bring in Mughals, Delhi Sultanate, Bahmani or

Bengal Sultans into some reckoning. As things appear, few apprehend the risk of Hindu triumphalism. Yet

liberal-secular historians have also been guilty of selectively emphasising pluralism while minimising the

sociopolitical subordination and subjugation of non-Muslims under Islamic regimes for constructing a

secular past.

The need for new imaginations
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So while the new textbooks have a laudable impulse, their execution lacks nuanced explanations and

dialogical pedagogy. I agree with Hegde at one level when she highlights that they do not adequately

explain how history is constructed, how different kinds of sources yield different truths, or how moral

judgments must be distinguished from factual claims. However, I contend it fails not just Hegde’s test of

pluralism but also the deeper civilisational project that it ostensibly champions. It merely gestures

towards civilisational memory but offers only superficial fragments, lacking philosophical grounding and

pedagogic possibilities.

MOST READ

The need of the hour is a curriculum that would not sanitise the past or erase conflict, but present them

within a broader ethical framework, where critique doesn’t descend into cynicism, and diversity doesn’t

preclude coherence. It would draw upon figures like Chanakya, Ashoka, Harsha, Pulakesin, Raja Raja

Chola, Ramanuja, and Basava, not as mere icons, but as windows into India’s diverse civilisational

strategies. It would teach students not just to dissect the past, but to inhabit it, exploring the ideas,

institutions, and beliefs that enabled societies to endure, reform, and flourish.

Hegde’s critique reflects a broader failure within Indian academia to envision history as a space for moral

and civilisational reflection. It forgets that nations are not solely born from protest, but also from shared

narratives of song, scripture, myth, and memory. Educating a generation without these resources risks

creating mere inhabitants, not citizens where having a civilisational selfhood is key to navigate modernity.

What we need is not less narrative, but better narrative, one that can carry the weight of a civilization into

the classrooms of a republic.

The writer is a retired school teacher based in Bengaluru, who has worked with TVS Educational Society

institutions and Azim Premji Foundation, Bengaluru
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3 min read

Odisha’s Mohan Majhi Cabinet Wednesday cleared a proposal to offer 11.25 percent reservation in educational

institutions to the state’s socially and educationally backward classes (SEBC) — a move set to benefit 231 groups in the

state.

This is the first time that the Odisha government has announced a quota for backward classes in education.

Announcing the cabinet’s decision here, Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi said it is a “landmark decision” to

ensure the backward classes their constitutional rights.

“At a time when the Union government has taken a massive step toward social justice by announcing caste census,

the state government has also marched a step ahead to empower the people from the socially and educationally

backward sections. The decision has been taken based on Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s principle of Sabka Saath…

Sabka Vikas,” said Majhi after the cabinet briefing.

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Odisha announces 11.25% quota for
backward classes in education
Announcing the cabinet’s decision here, Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi said it is a
“landmark decision” to ensure the backward classes their constitutional rights.

Written by Sujit Bisoyi

Bhubaneswar | May 15, 2025 00:32 IST

This is the first time that the Odisha government has announced a quota for backward classes in education. (Express Photo)
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Though the SEBCs are estimated to make up around 54 percent of the state’s total population, there is currently only

11.25 percent quota for them in public recruitment. Additionally, they are not entitled to reservations in education.

Significantly, in 2019 and 2020, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan had written to the then chief

minister Naveen Patnaik to provide reservation to the SEBCs in education.

According to the CM, the move aims to promote access, equity, and inclusion, increase the gross enrolment ratio and

enhance opportunities for marginalised and disadvantaged communities in Odisha in line with the National

Education Policy 2020.

“This initiative ensures uniform implementation of reservation in admission for students belonging to ST (22.5

percent), SC (16.25 percent), SEВС (11.25 percent),” he said. Besides these, there is 5 percent for people with

disabilities and 1 percent for ex-servicemen.

According to officials, the reservation will be implemented in all state public universities, state government and aided

higher secondary and higher education institutions as well as undergraduate, postgraduate courses.

The BJP government’s move in Odisha came at a time when both the Opposition parties — the Biju Janata Dal (BJD)

and the Congress—have stepped up their pitch for increase in reservation for the backward classes in the state.

Hailing his government’s decision towards providing reservation for the SEBCs, the Odisha chief minister also took a

dig at the previous BJD government saying it deprived the backward classes of their constitutional rights.

“Though proposal to provide a quota to the backward classes in education came several times, it was far from

reality,” Majhi added.

TAGS: Odisha

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd
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Odisha

Union Minister Pradhan lauds reservation for SEBCs,
terms it historic
The Union minister who has long been demanding implementation of reservation
for OBCs in education during the previous BJD government, said SEBCs constitute
over 52 per cent of Odisha’s population.

Union Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Wednesday thanked PM Narendra Modi and CM Mohan Charan
Majhi for approving 11.25 per cent reservation

Express News Service

Updated on: 15 May 2025, 10:47 am 1 min read

Follow Us

BHUBANESWAR: Union Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on
Wednesday thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi for approving 11.25 per cent reservation for socially and
economically backward classes (SEBC) students in higher education
institutions in Odisha .
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Welcoming the decision of the state cabinet, Pradhan, also a prominent OBC
leader, said this historic move will empower the SEBC community and
promote social justice. The Union minister who has long been demanding
implementation of reservation for OBCs in education during the previous BJD
government, said SEBCs constitute over 52 per cent of Odisha’s population.

“This initiative aligns with the National Education Policy’s focus on
prioritising education for backward classes, contributing to a developed
Odisha and India. The reservation will be implemented in various courses
across government universities, institutions and departments starting from
the 2025-26 academic year,” Pradhan wrote on his X handle.

The Union minister emphasised that the Modi government’s guiding
principle is ‘Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, and Sabka Prayas’.
Despite long-standing demands for reservation for the SEBC community, the
previous government had neglected this issue. The recent Union cabinet
approval for a caste-based census is a historic step. Against this backdrop, the
Odisha government’s decision to provide reservation for SEBC students is
commendable, he said and thanked the state for this historic decision.

Pradhan had written to Chief Minister Mohan Charan Majhi on April 17,
highlighting the need for reservation for SEBC and OBC communities in jobs
and education.
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 (Https://Timesofindia.Indiatimes.Com/)News / Odisha Clears 11% SEBC Quota For Admissions In …

Share AA

The Odisha cabinet, under CM Mohan Charan Majhi, has approved 11.25% reservation for
SEBC in higher education, excluding medical and engineering colleges. This policy,
effective this academic year, applies to various courses in government and aided...Read More

BHUBANESWAR: Odisha cabinet, led by

CM Mohan Charan Majhi, on Wednesday

approved 11.25% reservation for

socially and economically backward

classes (SEBC) in higher educational

institutions, extending the existing

quota benefits beyond govt jobs. This,

however, excludes admission in medical

and engineering colleges, reports Ashok

Pradhan.

Speaking to mediapersons after the cabinet meeting, Majhi said the new policy,

set to take effect from the current academic year, will be implemented for

admissions across govt universities, govt-aided institutions and various higher

educational establishments throughout the state.

The policy covers a wide range of academic programmes, including

undergraduate, postgraduate, teacher training and law courses under the

administrative control of school and mass education, higher education, culture and

sports departments.

“ ...Previous govts failed to ensure such a move, depriving the backward classes of

getting social justice,” Majhi said.

The decision comes just days after Centre gave its approval for nationwide caste

enumeration and days before Majhi completes one year as CM. Union education

minister Dharmendra Pradhan lauded Odisha govt’s move as “historic”.
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In Kerala, no textbooks for two weeks of new school year, only social awareness

Kerala schools will kick off the 2025 academic year to begin in June with the first two weeks focused on social awareness.

These programmes will cover issues like drug abuse, hygiene and digital discipline, instead of traditional textbook lessons.
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Kerala introduces two-week social awareness program for students

Programme focus on issues like drug abuse, hygiene, digital discipline

Teachers trained in workshops to deliver awareness-based curriculum

Kerala says no textbooks for first two weeks after school reopening: Students to have social awareness classes on law, public safety, hygiene, drug

menace. (Representative image)
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The Department of Public Education in Kerala announced that the first two weeks of the 2025-2026 academic year

will be dedicated to social awareness classes instead of the regular textbook curriculum. This initiative is the first of

its kind in the country, and aims to educate students on pressing social issues.

Education Minister V Sivankutty shared that the awareness campaigns will address a range of topics, including drug

abuse, destruction of public property and emotional control.

ADVERTISEMENT

“For two weeks, children are not going to study textbooks but we will have awareness sessions and discussions on

various topics,” Sivankutty said.

He added that guidelines for these sessions were set after a two-day workshop involving experts from Police, excise,

the Child Rights Commission, Social Justice, National Health Mission, Women and Child Development, Kerala The

State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) and other relevant departments.

The topics to be covered in the two weeks will include drug use, controlling violent behaviour, environmental and

personal hygiene, emotional control, healthcare, and law awareness, among others.

Students in Classes 1 to 10 will participate in the two-week sessions starting June 2, while higher secondary

students will have a similar program for one week, beginning July 18. Schools will also adjust their timetables to

ensure adequate time for arts, sports, and social issue education.
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Ministry of Commerce & Industry

IIFT Expands Global Footprint with First Overseas Campus in Dubai

Posted On: 16 MAY 2025 1:41PM by PIB Delhi

The Indian Institute of Foreign Trade (IIFT), an autonomous body under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry, Government of
India, has announced the establishment of its first overseas campus in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. This marks a key step in
expanding IIFT’s global presence and strengthening India’s engagement in international business education.

This historic development has been made possible with the approvals from the Ministry of Education, and No Objection Certificates
from the Ministry of External Affairs, Ministry of Home Affairs, and the University Grants Commission. It marks a proud moment in the
globalisation of Indian higher education and aligns with the vision of NEP 2020, which emphasizes the internationalisation of Indian
institutions and the creation of global learning hubs.

Union Commerce and Industry Minister Shri Piyush Goyal, expressing his happiness and congratulating IIFT on this landmark
achievement, said, “This truly reflects the spirit of the National Education Policy 2020, marking a new chapter in the
internationalisation of Indian education and its growing role in shaping thought leadership globally. It is also a testament to the
strengthening India-UAE partnership, and this new campus will play a pivotal role in moulding the business leaders of tomorrow.”

Congratulating IIFT on its maiden international expansion, Commerce Secretary Shri Sunil Barthwal said that it’s a turning point in
the 62 years of IIFT’s history that the institute is setting up a full-fledged campus in Dubai. It represents India’s emergence as a
country that provides world class education especially in the field of International Trade. He commended the institute for consistently
aligning its academic and research endeavours in national interest that would contribute significantly to promote exports.

Prof. Rakesh Mohan Joshi, Vice Chancellor (IIFT), reiterated his commitment to transform IIFT into a world class institute and make
a mark in its newly upcoming Dubai campus by way of excelling in research, training and research in the area of International Trade.
He thanked Ministry of Commerce, Ministry of Education, Ministry of Home Affairs, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Indian Embassy in
UAE, UGC and all those who have extended their consistent support in making IIFT’s Dubai campus a reality. He reaffirmed IIFT’s
commitment to advancing India’s academic and economic diplomacy through excellence in education and research.

The upcoming Dubai campus reflects India's deepening educational collaboration with the UAE and is poised to become a strategic
center for nurturing global business leaders equipped with Indian values and international outlook. It will not only serve the dynamic
needs of the Indian diaspora and global learners but also strengthen India's educational footprint in the Gulf region.

With the launch of its Dubai campus, IIFT is poised to carry the Indian legacy of education to new frontiers—grooming leaders who
will shape the future of international trade and business.

***

Abhishek Dayal/Abhijith Narayanan

(Release ID: 2129049) Visitor Counter : 2
Read this release in: Tamil , Urdu , Hindi , Marathi , Telugu
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4 min read

The State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT), Delhi, in a recent circular, has asked all school heads and

teachers under the Directorate of Education to “integrate the use of virtual labs into classroom teaching and learning practices

wherever possible”.

The circular issued on Tuesday was primarily regarding access to more than 300 virtual labs being made available free of cost

on the Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) platform by the Central Board of Secondary Education.

“It is hereby informed that the…CIET, NCERT has made available more than 300 Virtual Labs on the DIKSHA platform for

students and teachers,” the circular said, adding that the labs are free and designed to “enhance conceptual understanding”

and “practice learning across various subjects through interactive simulations and virtual experiments”.

The school heads and teachers have been requested to access and explore the virtual labs, inform and encourage all students,

from Classes 6 to 12, to make use of the resource and integrate it into classroom teaching and learning practices. “These labs

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

With 300 free labs, how Delhi government
is pushing virtual learning
More than 300 virtual labs have been made available on the DIKSHA platform to ‘enhance conceptual
understanding’ for Class 6 to 12 students, through ‘interactive simulations and virtual experiments’.

Written by Sophiya Mathew

New Delhi | Updated: May 16, 2025 12:48 IST

The circular issued on Tuesday was primarily regarding access to more than 300 virtual labs being made available free of cost on the Digital Infrastructure

for Knowledge Sharing (DIKSHA) platform
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are especially beneficial in providing experiential learning opportunities where access to physical lab infrastructure may be

limited,” read the circular.

Virtual labs were launched in July 2022 under the National Education Policy (NEP), 2020. As per the National Council of

Educational Research and Training (NCERT), the number of plays and the play time (in minutes) while using this platform have

shown a consistent increase, indicating that the consumption has increased over the years.

NEP 2020 recommended the creation of virtual labs, stating that though not a substitute, it has the potential to enhance the

actual laboratory experience. At present, the virtual labs constitute a variety of resources, including animations and videos to

visualise theoretical concepts, theory, procedures, which provide conceptual information and simulations for real-time

experience of performing experiments.

For instance, as a science activity in Class 7, there is a simulation to observe stomata in leaves where the user has an option to

select from a petunia, bougainvillaea or a mango leaf. Upon clicking the leaf, a virtual hand would tear it. The user can then

drag and drop forceps to pick the leaf and drop it on a glass slide. Then, a water dropper placed on the table can be selected

and dragged towards the glass slide. In this way, the experiment is completed by dragging and dropping different virtual tools

on the screen; there is also an option to maximise or a ‘help’ option, which would provide step-by-step instructions for

assistance.

It also includes a feedback mechanism and a viva voce for self-evaluation. Arti Qanungo, a TGT English teacher in a Delhi

government school, said, “This is a wonderful platform. Several diverse topics of Mathematics, Science, English, Physics,

Chemistry and Biology are discussed here. They are really helpful for the students…rules are explained with the help of

examples. There are also interesting videos.”

Another principal of a private school in Delhi said, “This is mostly useful for schools where there are no well-equipped labs. We

have state-of-the-art labs. Students perform experiments hands-on and learn. It was useful during the COVID-19 pandemic.

These labs will be essential to continue education in emergency situations. Physical practical classes are far better than

learning in the virtual mode.”

The concept of virtual labs has been emphasised for quite some time now in Delhi’s schools; for example, previously under the

National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN ) Bharat scheme in 2021 under the

Samagra Shiksha scheme. To this, the SCERT, Delhi, had introduced virtual labs for primary classes “to provide the learners

first-hand learning experience of the virtual space, appropriate infrastructural arrangements” in selected schools.

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd

This article went live on May sixteenth, twenty twenty-five, at forty-four minutes past ten in the morning.
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New Delhi: In a move to enhance

 in classrooms,

Delhi govt has made over 300 interactive 

 available for free to

students and teachers in its schools. The initiative aims to provide hands-on

exposure in subjects like science and mathematics, especially in institutions that

lack physical laboratory infrastructure.

Developed by the ministry of education under the PM eVIDYA initiative, these labs

are accessible through the Diksha portal and have been mapped to the NCERT

curriculum. Students can now simulate experiments such as measuring pressure

in liquids or observing seed germination using their computers or smartphones.

The labs aim to bridge the practical learning gap and make lessons more engaging

for students across Delhi govt schools.

According to a circular issued by the State Council of Educational Research and

Training (SCERT) Delhi on May 13, all heads of govt schools have been asked to

integrate these virtual labs into regular classroom teaching. "It is imperative that

all the heads of govt schools ensure that these virtual labs are used effectively

during regular classroom teaching-learning processes," the circular stated.

Govt has also directed schools to encourage maximum usage of these labs by

teachers and students alike.

"The usage of these labs should be maximised to make learning more interactive

and engaging for students," the circular added.

These virtual labs will be particularly useful for students from classes VI to XII,

who often miss out on practical learning due to limited access to science labs and

other resources.

The labs cover a wide range of topics—from basic arithmetic operations and

chemical reactions to grammar and reading comprehension. Each module includes

simulations, videos, quizzes and interactive tools to help students visualise and

apply what they have learned in theory.

Teachers have welcomed the move but emphasised the need for digital

infrastructure and training. "This is a great initiative, but schools will need enough

functional computers and proper internet connectivity to truly benefit from it.

Teachers should also receive orientation on how to use these tools effectively,"

said a govt school teacher from east Delhi.

To support implementation, SCERT has asked all District Institute of Education and

Training centres to monitor the usage of virtual labs and submit feedback on their

effectiveness in the classroom.

experiential learning

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/experiential-learning)

virtual labs
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Home India Tamil Nadu 

Language row: Tamil Nadu to move Supreme Court against
Centre withholding funds, says Stalin
Stalin said the only solution to stop saffronisation of education in India was to bring education back to the State List of
the Constitution from the Concurrent List and asserted that his Dravidian Model of governance will continue to wield
the sword against the NEP.

ETB Sivapriyan DHNS

Last Updated : 17 May 2025, 21:52 IST
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M K Stalin at the launch of the book ‘NEP 2020: Madha Yaanai’ (Rogue Elephant).  Credit: X/@mkstalin

Chennai: Contending that the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will undermine reservation, destroy India’s
pluralistic culture and help impose a unitary “Sanskritized” national identity, Chief Minister M K Stalin on
Saturday announced that the Tamil Nadu government will drag the Centre to the Supreme Court for withholding
Rs 2,152 crores under Samagra Shiksha.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Releasing a book ‘NEP 2020: Madha Yaanai’ (Rogue Elephant) penned by School Education Minister Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi, Stalin accused the BJP-led Union Government of seeking to saffronize everything, starting
with education. Former Madhya Pradesh Chief Minister and chairman of the Parliamentary Standing
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Committee on Education Digvijaya Singh, and former Supreme Court judge V Gopala Gowda received the first
copies.
Stalin said the only solution to stop saffronisation of education in India was to bring education back to the State
List of the Constitution from the Concurrent List and asserted that his Dravidian Model of governance will
continue to wield the sword against the NEP.

Also Read: Tamil Nadu SSLC, Plus One pass percentage sees marginal increase

Also Read: Tamil Nadu SSLC, Plus One pass percentage sees marginal
increase

“Our fight is critical because the NEP will undermine reservations. Only as long as reservation exists, oppressed
and backward communities will have access to higher education. The NEP will destroy our pluralistic culture,
and their (BJP’s) sole aim is to dismantle India’s unity and impose an unitary Sanskritized national identity,”
Stalin said.

ADVERTISEMENT

He recalled Union Home Minister Amit Shah’s recent statement that NEP 2020 will promote Sanskrit. “The
Home Minister’s statement has only confirmed what we have been warning about for the past several years.
This is an attempt to destroy languages like Tamil…we must intensify our struggle to bring back language to the
State list,” he said.

Tearing into the Centre for withholding Rs 2,152 crore under Samagra Shiksha to Tamil Nadu for not
implementing the NEP, Stalin termed the move as “petty politics” of the BJP. “The Tamil Nadu government will
certainly move the Supreme Court against this injustice. Just as we have secured landmark judgments
protecting states’ rights, I am confident we will win this case too,” Stalin added.

Suggesting that the RSS was behind the formulation of NEP 2020, Singh said the only language that the
organisation understands is that of confrontation. “We are here to hold that spear against you. The RSS has been
using education to poison and influence the minds of youngsters,” he said, adding that the NEP 2020 violates a
number of articles in the Constitution.

He also said the Congress stands together with the DMK and other like-minded parties in their fight to protect
democracy and to stop the “rogue elephant” in the tracks.

Justice Gowda said NEP 2020 ignores the federal features of India’s Constitution by ignoring the role of state
governments and asserted that Governors cannot bulldoze the Legislature. “People are supreme and sovereign in
a democracy. The Governors have been taught a good lesson by the Supreme Court,” he said.
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Home Mumbai Arpan Integrates Safety Curriculum In NCERT Textbooks

Arpan Integrates Safety Curriculum In NCERT Textbooks
With its curriculum now in NCERT textbooks, Arpan is making personal safety education a national
priority

FPJ News Service Updated: Saturday, May 17, 2025, 10:21 AM IST

Pooja Taparia, Founder and CEO of Arpan |

Not-for-profit organisation Arpan hosted its annual review on Friday, highlighting its
deepening impact and strategic growth. Founded by Pooja Taparia, the organisation

works in the field of child sexual abuse prevention and intervention. For the past two
decades, it has worked towards creating safer environments for children through
education, awareness and healing services.
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A key highlight in the past year was the integration of Arpan’s personal security
education (PSE) content into Grade 4 Environmental Studies (EVS) textbooks,

embedding safety education into the formal curriculum for lakhs of children.

Speaking at the annual review event, Taparia said, “True change requires more than
policy; it demands sustained investment in building effective models, motivating
stakeholders, and maintaining momentum,” she added. Taparia said that Arpan’s
partnerships and innovative approaches have doubled their outreach and brought
them closer to a world free of child sexual abuse.

Arpan reached out to eight lakh children and adults during the year through their PSE
curriculum. In all, it has reached out to more than 19 million individuals through a
combination of direct delivery, training initiatives, and systemic interventions. This
includes 1 million through on-ground outreach, 3 million through training partners, and
15 million through curriculum and digital integration, further establishing its position as

India’s largest NGO exclusively working on CSA prevention and healing.

FPJ Shorts

Rajasthan Tragedy:
High-Tension Wire
Snaps, Falls On…

Congress Questions
Modi Govt's
Internship Scheme,…

Delhi HC Hears Bail
Plea Of Sukesh
Chandrasekhar’s…

Maharashtra MPSC
Group B Prelims
Result 2025 Out At…

The annual review event was attended by Arpan’s donors, partners, board members,
and advisors. Speakers included Jeyakumar Leslie of TCSiON; Antony Nellissery of Sterlite
EdIndia Foundation; Ibrahim Nadaf of  MSCERT; Sarita Gadgile of Goa SCERT; Rahul

Kantikar, superintendent of Dongri Children’s Home; and Surekha Punimiya, chief Sparsh
coordinator of  ‘Sparsh Ek Ehsaas’ project, Inner Wheel District 314.

In November, Arpan spearheaded the sixth edition of CSW, themed ‘Protected by
POCSO’, a bold nationwide campaign directly addressing offenders of child sexual
abuse.
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‘Jadui Pitara’ to spark learning curiosity among children: Dr

Dhan Singh Rawat
By Garhwal Post - May 17, 2025

By OUR STAFF REPORTER

Dehradun/Pauri, 15 May: To nurture a sense of learning among young children across the state’s primary schools, the Uttarakhand

government has introduced the ‘Jadui Pitara’ – a play-based learning kit designed for children aged 3 to 8. Developed by the National

Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), this innovative teaching toolkit includes toys, puppets, engaging stories, and

activities that aim to make learning fun and effective for young learners.

The ‘Jadui Pitara’ will be distributed to all primary schools across the state. In the first phase, over 2,000 schools in the districts

of Pauri and Pithoragarh have already received the kits. Instructions have been issued to education officials to ensure the timely
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distribution of the kits to schools in the remaining 11 districts.

Today, State Education Minister Dr. Dhan Singh Rawat distributed the ‘Jadui Pitara’ during his visit to various primary schools in

the Pabau Block of his assembly constituency. He stated that the state government is actively implementing innovative educational

techniques to strengthen the foundational level of education in Uttarakhand.

He further explained that the ‘Jadui Pitara’, developed in accordance with the recommendations of the National Education Policy 2020, is

being made available to primary schools across the state under the Samagra Shiksha initiative. In the first phase, 2,327 primary

schools have received the kits—1,354 in Pauri and 973 in Pithoragarh.

In the second phase, 8,939 schools across the remaining districts will be covered: Almora, 1,248; Bageshwar, 561; Chamoli, 919;

Champawat, 477; Dehradun, 881; Haridwar, 666; Nainital, 937; Rudraprayag, 521; Tehri, 1,265; Udham Singh Nagar, 778; Uttarkashi,

686.

Dr Rawat emphasised that the ‘Jadui Pitara’ will enhance children’s interest in learning and foster curiosity, thinking skills, numeracy,

and emotional well-being at the foundational stage. The kit includes toys, puzzles, and engaging stories, along with components

focused on art, dance, music, and play-based education.

 

Garhwal Post
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Delhi schools to embrace virtual labs in classrooms
BY Team MP 17 May 2025 12:48 AM

New Delhi: In a move aimed at enhancing digital learning experiences, the State Council of Educational Research and
Training (SCERT), Delhi, has directed all schools under the Directorate of Education to incorporate virtual laboratories
into classroom instruction wherever feasible.

This directive builds upon the ongoing national effort to align educational practices with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which advocates the use of virtual labs to complement hands-on experiments. Though not intended to
replace physical labs, these platforms offer enriched visual and interactive resources that deepen students’ conceptual
understanding.

Launched nationally in July 2022, the virtual labs initiative has seen increasing engagement over time, as highlighted by
data from the

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT). Usage metrics, such as the number of experiments
accessed and the time spent on each, have shown steady growth, indicating broader acceptance among students and
teachers.

These digital labs feature a variety of tools, including simulations, instructional videos, and interactive modules that
mirror real-life scientific procedures. For example, one of the simulations for Class 7 students enables them to explore
plant anatomy by virtually examining stomata on leaves from species like petunia, bougainvillaea,

and mango. With drag-and-drop functionality, students perform each step, tearing the leaf, placing it on a slide, and using
a water dropper, thus mimicking the tactile aspects of a real lab session. Virtual labs also offer guided assistance through
help buttons, feedback mechanisms, and viva voce
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sections that allow learners to test their understanding independently.

A Delhi government school teacher, praised the platform, calling it “a wonderful initiative” that brings subjects like
Science, Maths, and English to life with relatable examples and engaging visuals.

However, not all educators are fully convinced. A private school principal noted that while these labs were crucial during
the pandemic, they remain supplementary for institutions with well-equipped physical laboratories.

The initiative isn’t entirely new to Delhi. In 2021, virtual labs were introduced for primary grades under the NIPUN
Bharat programme to support foundational learning.

Delhi govt will always uphold nation’s honour, prestige, says
CM Gupta

BY Team MP 19 May 2025 12:31 AM

New Delhi: Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Sunday said BJP’s victory in Delhi has brought a wave of happiness across
the country and vowed that her government would always uphold the honour, pride and prestige of the nation.

Speaking at the Samajik Samrasta Sammelan held here, Gupta said, “For us our Tiranga is everything and whenever our
country needs us, we, all Indians, will unite.”

“I promise you all that this Delhi government will always work for the honour, pride and prestige of the Tiranga and the
country. We will always keep working for the people of Delhi,” she said.

Reflecting on the BJP’s return to power in the city after a long gap, Gupta said, “The drought of 27 years has converted
into heavy rain this time.”

“The victory of BJP in Delhi has brought a wave of happiness across the country. Whenever I meet people at ‘jan
sunvae’, they say that they are happy to see a government in the national capital which is dedicated to the nation and will
keep it united,” she said.

The event saw the presence of several senior party leaders, including former Rajasthan governor Kalraj Mishra.
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Kerala Launches India’s First Textbook-Free Social Awareness Curriculum,
Begins New School Year with Two Weeks of Life Lessons
Kerala becomes the first Indian state to replace textbooks with social awareness classes for the academic year’s start.
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Kerala has announced a groundbreaking educational reform for the 2025-2026 academic year, dedicating the first two weeks-from June 2
onwards-exclusively to social awareness classes for students in Classes 1 to 10, replacing the regular textbook curriculum.

Higher secondary students will engage in a similar programme for one week starting July 18. This initiative, the first of its kind in India, aims to
sensitise young learners about pressing social issues such as drug abuse, emotional control, hygiene, digital discipline, and law awareness.

Spearheaded by the Department of Public Education and endorsed by Education Minister V Sivankutty, the programme has been crafted with inputs
from multiple government departments and experts, marking a significant shift towards holistic education in Kerala.

Kerala’s Social Awareness Drive: A New Educational Paradigm
In an unprecedented move, Kerala’s Department of Public Education has decided to replace traditional textbook lessons with social awareness
sessions for the initial two weeks of the academic year. Education Minister V Sivankutty elaborated, “For two weeks, children are not going to study
textbooks but will engage in awareness sessions and discussions on various social topics.”

The curriculum covers vital themes such as drug abuse prevention, destruction of public property, emotional regulation, environmental and
personal hygiene, healthcare, and understanding laws.

This comprehensive programme was developed after a two-day workshop involving experts from the police, excise department, Child Rights
Commission, Social Justice Department, National Health Mission, Women and Child Development, and the State Council of Educational Research
and Training (SCERT). Schools have also been advised to adjust timetables to incorporate arts, sports, and social education, fostering a well-
rounded learning environment.

Addressing Contemporary Social Challenges through Education
This initiative emerges against a backdrop of rising concerns about the social and emotional wellbeing of students in Kerala. Reports of increasing
substance abuse, behavioural issues, and mental health challenges among young people have prompted the government to rethink the role of
education beyond academics.

Kerala has previously introduced age-appropriate sexual awareness and waste management lessons, responding to judicial directives and public
health campaigns. Minister Sivankutty highlighted the importance of schools being “places of happiness, not anxiety,” underscoring the
government’s commitment to nurturing students’ emotional resilience alongside intellectual growth.

The collaborative approach involving multiple departments ensures that the programme is comprehensive, practical, and sensitive to the realities
students face today.

The Logical Indian’s Perspective
Kerala’s decision to prioritise social awareness education signals a visionary approach that aligns with The Logical Indian’s values of empathy,
dialogue, and social harmony. Education should empower young minds not only with knowledge but also with compassion and critical thinking,
enabling them to become responsible citizens who contribute positively to society.

By dedicating time to discuss real-life challenges and encouraging open conversations, Kerala is setting a powerful example for the rest of the
country. This initiative reminds us that academic success and social consciousness must go hand in hand to build a peaceful and inclusive future.
We invite our readers to reflect: How can educational systems across India and beyond balance academic rigor with social and emotional learning
to prepare students for the complexities of modern life?
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"This alarming trend is largely attributed to high sugar
intake, often due to the easy availability of sugary snacks,

beverages and processed foods within school
environments. The excessive consumption of sugar not

only increases the risk of diabetes but also contributes to
obesity, dental problems and other metabolic disorders,

ultimately impacting children's long-term health and
academic performance," the CBSE said in a letter to school

principals.

School Education

CBSE asks schools to set up 'sugar
boards' to monitor students' sugar
intake
The CBSE has directed affiliated schools to establish "sugar boards" to monitor and reduce

sugar intake of children, according to officials. The Central Board of Secondary Education

(CBSE) has noted that there has been a significant increase in Type 2 diabetes among

children, a condition once primarily seen in adults, over the past decade.

New Delhi, The CBSE has

directed affiliated schools to

establish "sugar boards" to

monitor and reduce sugar

intake of children, according

to officials. The Central

Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has noted

that there has been a

significant increase in Type 2

diabetes among children, a

condition once primarily seen

in adults, over the past

decade.
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"This alarming trend is largely attributed to high sugar intake, often due

to the easy availability of sugary snacks, beverages and processed foods

within school environments. The excessive consumption of sugar not

only increases the risk of diabetes but also contributes to obesity, dental

problems and other metabolic disorders, ultimately impacting children's

long-term health and academic performance," the CBSE said in a letter

to school principals.

Studies indicate that sugar constitutes 13 per cent of daily calorie intake

for children aged four to 10 years, and 15 per cent for those aged 11 to 18

years, substantially exceeding the recommended limit of 5 per cent.

"The proliferation of sugary snacks, beverages, and processed foods,

often readily available in school environments, contributes significantly

to this excessive intake," it said.

The direction was issued after a nudge by the National Commission for

Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) -- a statutory body formed to

ensure that rights of children, especially those who are most vulnerable

and marginalised, are protected.

The schools have been asked to establish "sugar boards" where

information is displayed to educate students about the risks of excessive

sugar intake.
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"These boards should provide essential information, including the

recommended daily sugar intake, the sugar content in commonly

consumed foods (unhealthy meals such as junk food, cold drinks, etc.),

health risks associated with high sugar consumption, and healthier

dietary alternatives. This will educate students about informed food

choices and promote long-term health benefits among students," it said.

Schools have also been asked to organise awareness seminars and

workshops in this regard.

"A brief report and few photographs may be uploaded by the schools

before July 15," the board said.>
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Engage with the world 
Working with local communities ofers students and educational 
institutions a host of benefits and helps with social transformation 
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Selvam Jesiah 

DONATION 

GET THE EDGE Follow us 

ducational institu 
tions are generally 
built to serve society 
through teaching, re 

search, and leadership in the 
communities that they serve. 
They are morally accountable 
to create value for society 
through engaging their stu 
dents, teachers and resources 
in the process of social 
transformation. 

Nonetheless, community en 
gagement across India is not 
much seen or practised. This is 
owing to the enormous pres 
sure on schools and colleges 
that confines them to routine 
teaching and learning process 

es of the subjects and contents 
in the curriculum. 

Why it's important 

facebook.com/thehindu twitter.com/the hindu instagram.com/the_ hindu 

The impulse to get benefits out 
of mapping educational goals 
with community engagement is 
poor, despite the repeated at 
tempts from regulatory bodies 
and governments to ensure 
their participation in the com 
munity's well-being. 

The National Service Scheme 
(NSS), a traditional method of 
connecting students with the 
community, has been lost due 
to the coaching culture gaining 
importance. Students are ex 
hausted from routine learning 
and coaching and seldom think 
of others. 

Community engagement is a 
systematic process by which 
the youth become involved 
with and constructively contri 
bute their time, energy, and ef 
forts to their environments 
with a sense of purpose. Stu 
dents and educational institu 
tions must believe that an issue 
that affects society impacts 
their lives in some way and 
work with public, government, 
and non-government organisa 
tions to create sustainable vi 
sions for the future. Involving 
students can help them under 
stand and address 0ssues that 
affect people's well-being and 
achieve sustainable outcomes, 
and equitable decision-making 
processes that deepen relation 

ships and trust between the 
educational institutions and 
communities. 

What can be done 
Educational institutions should 
evolve diferent approaches for 
community engagement. Stu 
dents individually or with 
their teachers- can conduct re 
search to ascertain community 
needs and involve themselves 
in assessing and developing 
ideas for inclusive and sustaina 
ble development. Students can 
develop material to educate 
communities about their socio 
economic issues and improve 
their employment skills. Stu 
dent volunteers can assist the 
government's literacy drive and 
help the public be aware of hu 
man and constitutional rights. 
They can help small vendors 
and micro and small-scale en 

trepreneurs improve their busi 
ness skills and train the com 
munity in energy saving and 
environment conservation. 

Much can be done to educate 
the community to access health 
insurance schemes of both the 
state and union governments. 
Students can also engage with 
migrant labours and help them 
be aware of their health status. 
and the availability of health fa 
cilities in and around their 
workplace. Educational institu 
tions can offer public access to 
their libraries free of cost, as is 
done by many U.S. universities. 

Community engagement 
helps students develop em 
pathy, a sense of belonging and 
empowers them to take action. 
Research has shown that stu 
dents who are involved in com 
munity activities are able to 
adapt easily to diversity, deve 

lop leadership skills, and en 
gage in critical self-reflection. 
They become socially responsi 
ble, compassionate, and disci 
plined. Beyond the benefits to 
individual students, such activi 
ties offer educational institu 
tions greater acceptance 
among the public, build good 
will and reputation. 

The UGC Guidelines for Insti 
tutional Development Plan 
2024 and Social Responsibility 
and Community Engagement 
in India 2.0, 2022, respectively 
call for aligning academic va 
lues with social expectations, 
ensuring relevance and exis 
tence. Nonetheless, a well-taí 

lored manual facilitating com 
munity engagement is the need 
of the hour, to execute pro 
grammes in a systematic man 
ner. For successful implemen 
tation, the support of 
managements and teachers is 
indispensable. Educational in 
stitutions should establish an 
Office of Community Engage 
ment (0CE) to plan and imple 
ment impactful activities that 
bring positive changes and help 
attain the UN SDGs. 

The writer is Professor and Principal 
Faculty of Management Sciences, Sri 
Ramachandra Institute of Higher 
Education and Research. 
sjesiah@gmail.com 
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BHU to expand focus 
beyond STEM, offer 

courses in areas less 
covered on SWAYAM 
After becoming the national coordinator for 
INI, BHU will soon introduce 63 new courses 

Priyadarshini.Gupta 
@timesofindia.com 

B 
HU aims to create a 
diverse and robust 

system, expanding bevond 
STEM to include courses 
which areless covered, and 
rooted in Indian traditions, 
humanities, and social sci 
ences. After being designa-
ted as the national c0ordi-

on the SWAYAM platform, 
BHU plans to diversify edu-
cational offerings on the 
SWAYAMplatfom. 

BHU will be taking over 
from IT Madras, which 
was previously overseeing 

e dmanttougr Ough its Na 

nology Enhanced Lear-
ning (NPTEL) infrastructu 
re. SWAYAM, an online le-
arning platform, has many 
national coordinators re 
sponsible for different are-
as. For instance, NCERT 

aid NO nanade school 

and AICTE manage higher 
education courses, IM 
Bangalore looks after ma 
nagement courses, and 
NPTEL mainly focuses on 
science and technology co 
urses. With BHU's appoint-

mber OI 

national coordinators 
SWAYAM has now increa 
sed to 10. The INI domain 
was created about 18 
months ago so that key in 
stitutions such as ITs, 
IMs, NITs, IISERS, and 
central universities could 

Spe 
online courses. Initially. 
NPTEL took the lead for 
managing the INI domain 
due to its vast infrastructu 
re and experience with 
over 1,000 courses. 

Diversifying offerings 
India has over 160 Institu 
tions of National Importan 
ce, including ITs, NITs, Al-
IMS, ISERS, IITs, and cen-
tral universities. Ashutosh 
Mohan, Institute of Mana 
gement Studies, BHU, who 
has been appointed as the 

ting online courses created 
by most of these institu-
tions, except those purely 
focused on technology. 
BHU aimns to diversify edu 
cational offerings on the 
SWAYAM platform beyond 
of NPTEL, Ne aim to and 
ensure quality-driven, lear 
ner-centric MOOCs. BHU. 
in collaboration with IT 
Kanpur, had started deve 
loping its own INI courses, 
producing 15 courses in the 
first phase, and expanding 
to 23 courses in the second 

national coordinator 

tion, it is now going to offer 
63 courses in the upcoming 
session." BHU COmprises 
six institutes, 14 faculties, 
144 departments, four in 
vering many fal 

The university is 
preparing to 
mentor other INIS 
for developing 
their otar 

O 

coursesg 

manities, arts, social scien 
ces, IKS, sciences, and per 
forming arts. Prof Mohan 
says, "This diversity allows 
BHU to create cou 

«RHUWIlnowboivpeayn 

deeply connected to India's 
cultural and academic tra 
ditions, such as Sanskrit li 
terature, philosophy, Ayur 
veda, and Indian heritage. 
BHU plans to offer courses 
in areas that are less cove 
red on SWAYAM such as 

urveda, Sanskrit Vidya 
Dharma Vigyan, arts and 
culture, humanities, public 
policy, envionmental stu 
dies, law, education, agri 
culture and veterinary sci 
ences, 'management, and 
Commerce, performing and 
We mav also explore the 
possibilities of developing 
multidisciplinary courses 
through synergy of diffe 
rent disciplines." 

Credit transfer 
This also alions with the 
NEP 2020's nush for 
disciplinary education and 
inclusivity, and it seeks to 
provide courses that go be 
yond what other coordina 
tors offer. BHU has set up a 
state-of-the-art studio, cre 
atedaspecial team to deve 

enoring to mentor other 
INIS to prepare their own 
courses. Prof Mohan says, 
"BHU Wants to develop co 
urses that offer academio 
credit, following afour-step 
model: video lectures, in 
teractive learning, regular 

and final examinarions 
This system is important 
because it allows students 
to earn credits that they can 
transfer to their regular col 
leges or universities. Cur 
rently, a few courses on 

vethis credit transferfeatu 
re, and BHU wants to add 
ress this gap. 

As the national coordi 
nator, BHU will review and 
approve proposals for new 
courses from other institu 
tions. Prot Monan says 

all courses follow SWNAYAM 
and the NCrF guidelines; it 
will help institutions work 
together and organise trai 
ning programmes to keep 
up the quality of the cour 
ses. BHæ is building a net 
work of INIs that will al 

individual institu 
tions 
parts of course review 
and development, while 
BHU Will take care of qua 
lity checks, peer reviews, 
and audits, to make sure 
the content is standardi 
sed and not duplicated." 
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The role of foundational learning in
building India’s economic future
The LiftEd initiative strengthens Foundational Literacy and Numeracy in India. It aims to
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that teachers now feel more comfortable when being observed by an

Assistant Block Resource Coordinator. They treat him as a friend who

will guide them, provide honest feedback, and help them teach better.

Similarly, Mr. Pathak, a Block Education Officer in Balrampur, Uttar

Pradesh notes how he improved school attendance from 49% to almost

70% by working with government schools and Bal Sansads (students’

councils) to identify, track, and monitor frequently absent children.

These are but a few examples of how the LiftEd initiative, India’s largest

outcomes-based finance programme in education, is helping to

strengthen Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) in India. The $18

million initiative aims to improve FLN for 4 million children across India

and has already reached 3.3 million children so far.

What does FLN have to do with India’s economic growth?

India stands at the cusp of major economic transformation, with

aspirations to become a $10 trillion economy in coming decades.

Achieving this goal requires sustained economic growth, powered by a

skilled workforce and robust human capital. Starting with strengthening

FLN, the basic building blocks of learning, will be essential to establish

the bedrock of an educated and productive population that will power

this transformation in India’s future economic growth.
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Research clearly demonstrates how FLN impacts incomes and

economies. According to UNESCO, 171 million people could be lifted out

of poverty if all students in low‐income countries had basic reading skills.

Further, the Heckman Curve demonstrates how the highest rate of

economic return comes from the earliest investments in children, where

a strong foundation enables other skills to be progressively layered on.

Recognising the importance of building strong FLN skills, the

Government of India has been dedicatedly investing in improving this

across the country. The National Education Policy 2020 identified FLN

as an ‘urgent and prerequisite to learning’ following which the

government launched the landmark NIPUN Bharat Mission in 2021 to

ensure every child aged 4-10 acquires FLN skills by 2026-27.

These efforts are beginning to show green shoots of progress, as seen in

recent ASER results. The percentage of government school students able

to read at grade level increased from 16.3% in 2022 to 23.4% in 2024, the

highest since ASER's inception in 2005. The percentage of students able

to solve simple subtraction problems increased from 25.9% in 2022 to

33.7% in 2024.
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What can be done to accelerate progress?

To bolster this and unlock the full potential of India’s children, it is

imperative that the private sector and civil society come together to

back the government’s vision of universal FLN. Traditional development

funding and collaboration between private sector and civil society, while

impactful, could be reimagined to serve India’s ever-expanding

population. This is where innovative finance—particularly outcomes-

based finance—can be a gamechanger.

Outcomes-based finance (OBF) works on a simple but powerful principle

—by linking funding to measurable, verifiable results (in this case

children’s learning) one ensures strong accountability to end outcomes

rather than just inputs that may or may not lead to change. This razor-

sharp focus on learning is imperative, as India has achieved near-

universal school enrollment, yet learning levels still need to improve. By

incentivising and paying based on improvement in children’s learning,

one can bridge this gap and improve the efficiency of funds spent.

India has a proven track record of successfully using OBF for improved

education outcomes. These models are no longer pilots, but tried and

tested approaches with evidence and data to back them up. For example,

both the Quality Education India Development Impact Bond (QEI DIB)

and the Haryana Early Literacy DIB demonstrated a significant increase

in learning levels for the children they impacted.

Building on this momentum, LiftEd was set up to strengthen FLN in

India by a diverse consortium of partners including the Michael & Susan

Dell Foundation, Reliance Foundation, Bridges Outcomes Partnerships,

the Maitri Trust, Atlassian, Standard Chartered, and UBS Optimus

Foundation. The British Asian Trust is the programme leader and Central

Square Foundation and Dalberg Advisors are design and technical

partners.

LiftEd operates using three key pathways:
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First, a Development Impact Bond (DIB), where four non-profit

partners work with five state governments (Himachal Pradesh,

Haryana, Delhi NCR, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar) to improve in-school

learning by transforming administrators into educators, establishing

effective classroom practices across public schools, and strengthening

governance. This is the first time a DIB has been used to achieve

learning outcomes by strengthening government systems, yielding

scale and sustainability.

Second, an EdTech Accelerator focused on learning at home. The

Accelerator develops high-quality, contextually relevant EdTech

solutions to improve FLN for children from low-income families. It

shapes the future of tech-based home learning for FLN by scaling

effective EdTech solutions and generating deeper evidence on what

works.

Third, a District Innovation Challenge focused on incentivising

districts to improve FLN outcomes through a unique state-wide

innovation challenge, being launched in partnership with a large state

in east India.

An initiative as ambitious as LiftEd requires different types of partners—

each bringing unique strengths, perspectives, and expertise—to come

together and serve as an ‘impact multiplier’ to bolster the government’s

FLN goals. As a result, it includes philanthropic institutions, CSR

organisations, and social impact investors, building the evidence base for

how diverse streams of funding and support through multi-stakeholder

collaboration can strategically boost FLN.

As we look toward the future, ensuring universal FLN is not just about

improving education levels in the country—it's also about strengthening

the future of our young people who will be at the forefront of driving

India’s economy. A workforce with strong foundational skills will fuel

innovation, drive productivity, and create a more equitable and

prosperous India. By leveraging the power of outcomes-based finance for

FLN, India can take a decisive step towards unlocking its economic

potential and ensuring that no child is left behind.

*This article represents their individual views.

Events Awards Webinars Brand Solutions More

stry Interviews Videos
Higher

Education

School

Education

Government

Policies
International

News Exclusives

206 / 358

https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/delhi+ncr
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/?utm_source=header_logo&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/events?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/awards?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/webinars?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/brand-solutions?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/industry?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/interviews?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/videos?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/higher-education?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/government-policies?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/international?utm_source=main_menu2&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/exclusives?utm_source=main_menu&utm_medium=newsDetail


ETV Bharat / Bharat

NCERT Book Piracy Racket Busted In Delhi, Pirated Books Worth Rs 2.4

Crore Recovered

The police team searched Anupam Sales at Ram Nagar locality, Delhi, and recovered 27 pirated NCERT social

science books of class 12.

NCERT (ETV Bharat)

1 Min Read

By ETV Bharat English Team

Published : May 19, 2025 at 6:39 PM IST Updated : May 19, 2025 at 7:00 PM IST

New Delhi: Shahdara Police have busted a racket involving the sale and distribution of pirated National

Council of Education Research and Training (NCERT) books. Those arrested include Prashant Gupta, his

son Nishant Gupta and another accomplice.

The accused were running the racket from their shop Anupam Sales. The Police have recovered more

than 1.7 lakh pirated books worth Rs 2.4 crores.

SUPREME COURT INDIAN ARMY OPERATION SINDOOR INDIA PAKISTAN CEASEFIRE

National

Live NATIONAL IPL 2025 WORLD SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT LIFESTYLE HEALTH STATE BU

207 / 358

https://www.etvbharat.com/
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!bharat
https://www.etvbharat.com/author/ETV-Bharat-English-Team
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/_supreme-court
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/_indian-army
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/_operation-sindoor
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/_india-pakistan-ceasefire
https://www.etvbharat.com/
https://www.etvbharat.com/live
https://www.etvbharat.com/
https://www.etvbharat.com/
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!bharat
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/_ipl-2025
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!international
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!sports
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!entertainment
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!lifestyle
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!health
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!state
https://www.etvbharat.com/en/!business


Pirated NCERT books seized in Delhi. (ETV Bharat)

Deputy Commissioner of Police (DCP) Prashant Gautam disclosed that a tip-off was received on May 16

regarding illegal trade in pirated textbooks at some locations on Mandoli Road. A team was constituted

under Inspector Manish Kumar (In-charge Special Staff) and assistant production officer at NCERT

Prakashveer Singh was called to check the veracity of the books.

The team carried out search operations at the shop Anupam Sales in Ram Nagar locality and recovered 27

pirated NCERT social science books for class 12. These books had fake signatures of NCERT officials and

the shopkeeper.

After the arrest, Prashant Gupta said that he had been running the shop for the last 25 years while his son

had joined him five years ago. He said that he had procured the pirated books from Hiranki near Alipur

and had started selling them.

This disclosure was followed by the Police nabbing Arvind Kumar from Kashmiri Colony in Hiranki who

owned the godown from where the pirated books had been procured. The Police recovered 1.6 lakh

pirated books from the godown along with other illegal material worth Rs 2.4 crores.

DCP Gautam said, “This was an organized piracy network involving the shopkeepers, godown owners and

some middlemen. We are investigating the matter in depth.”

Read More

1. MP Deputy CM Jagdish Devda Sparks Row With 'Army Bows To PM Modi' Remark

2. Assam Congress Files FIR Against Minister Vijay Shah Over Comments On Col Sofiya Qureshi

Last Updated : May 19, 2025 at 7:00 PM IST
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Monday, 19 May 2025

'Difficult to understand': Sanskrit words cloud
concepts in NCERT social science textbook

Anita Rampal, former dean of education at Delhi University and former chairperson of the NCERT’s primary textbook development

committees, said the concepts and the language used in the textbook would add to the burden of students

Basant Kumar Mohanty  Published 19.05.25, 06:16 AM
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The NCERT has used Sanskrit terms in the social science textbook for Class VII

this year.

Part I of the textbook, Exploring Society India and Beyond, guides students on

how to read the Sanskrit texts written in Roman script with diacritical signs.

“However, as we are using only a few simple signs, you will find it easy to get used

to them. You will also find that they help you pronounce Sanskrit words fairly

correctly,” said the book in a section titled “Your Journey Through This Textbook”.

It goes on to say that a short dash, called macron, over a vowel indicates that it is

pronounced with a long sound. “For instance, dānā is pronounced ‘daana’; līlā is

pronounced ‘leelaa’; sūtra is sootra,” it said.

Anita Rampal, former dean of education at Delhi University and former

chairperson of the NCERT’s primary textbook development committees, said the

concepts and the language used in the textbook would add to the burden of

students.

Rampal cited the concept of “empire” explained in the chapter titled “The Rise of

Empire”. The chapter says the word “empire” comes from the Latin ‘Imperium’,

which means ‘Supreme Power’.

“In ancient Sanskrit texts, words commonly used for ‘emperor’ made this clear;

they included samraj, meaning ‘the lord of all’ or ‘supreme ruler’; ‘adhiraja’ or

‘overlord’; and rajadhiraja or ‘king of kings’,” it states.
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3 min read

A steep drop in government school enrolment at the primary and upper-primary levels across 23 States and UTs in 2024-25 has

evoked concern within the Union government, prompting the Ministry of Education (MoE) to ask for probes and remedial action

plans from the states concerned.

Minutes of meetings held by the MoE with 33 States and UTs in April to discuss performance, plan and budget under the PM-

POSHAN scheme show that student enrolment dipped in 23 states, of which at least eight witnessed declines exceeding 100,000:

led by Uttar Pradesh (21.83 lakh), Bihar (6.14 lakh), Rajasthan (5.63 lakh) and West Bengal (4.01 lakh).

PM-POSHAN — Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman, formerly the midday-meal scheme — covers students up to Class 8 in

government and government-aided schools. Launched three decades ago, the scheme is a flagship nutritional support

programme for children in pre-primary to Class 8 in government and government-aided schools.

Its cost is shared by the Centre and States on a 60:40 basis, with the Centre supplying foodgrains. Besides addressing child

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Govt school enrolment drops in 23 states;
MoE expresses concern, asks states to
probe cause
Officials point to removal of ghost entries, move back to private schools after Covid

Written by Abhinaya Harigovind Following

New Delhi | Updated: May 19, 2025 07:24 IST

Launched three decades ago, the scheme is a flagship nutritional support programme for children in pre-primary to Class 8 in government and government-

aided schools.
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nutrition, a cooked meal in school is known to boost attendance, learning outcomes and attention spans.

Compared to 2023-24, Karnataka saw its enrolment fall by around 2 lakh; Assam by 1.68 lakh, Tamil Nadu by 1.65 lakh and Delhi

by 1.05 lakh (see chart).

The School Education Secretary at the MoE expressed “deep concern” over the trend and advised States to identify the reasons

and submit reports by June 30, The Sunday Express has learned.

The drop first came to light late last year in the UDISE+ report for 2023-24, which pointed to a sharp fall of around 1.5 crore in

overall school enrolment (government and private) compared to the 2018-19 to 2021-22 average. PM-POSHAN minutes show the

trend continuing into 2024-25, triggering fresh concern in the government.

Also Read | School enrollment registers unprecedented drop of 1 crore since 2018-19, officials cite data cleanup

MoE officials, who did not wish to be named, pointed to two possible causes. The first is a change in data-collection methodology

—from school-wise reporting (just total numbers) to student-wise reporting (name, address, parents’ names and Aadhaar

details). This ongoing “data cleansing” may have removed “ghost” entries, they said.

Second, officials noted that several States have suggested enrolment may be moving from government to private schools in the

post-Covid years, reversing pandemic-era trends.

Alongside enrolment declines, the PM-POSHAN meetings flagged low scheme coverage. In Delhi, the number of students availing

midday meals fell by 97,000 in 2024-25 versus 2023-24, with only 60 percent of Balvatika (pre-primary), 69 percent of primary

and 62 percent of upper-primary students covered—below the national average. The MoE has asked Delhi to “strive” to improve

these figures.

In Uttar Pradesh, meal coverage dropped by 5.41 lakh students, by 3.27 lakh in Rajasthan and 8.04 lakh in West Bengal. Some

States reported students bringing their own tiffin; all have been asked to check and ensure meal quality, officials added.

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd

This article went live on May eighteenth, twenty twenty-five, at five minutes past four in the morning.
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We have to connect school children with AI education from this year: Pradhan
Monday, 19 May 2025 | PTI        

We have to connect school children with AI education from this year: Pradhan
Monday, 19 May 2025 | PTI

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Monday emphasised the need to connect school children with artificial intelligence education and urged
educationists to prepare age-appropriate and AI-embedded textbooks.

Pradhan was addressing a gathering at the launch of 'Bharatiya Bhasha Summer Camps' besides 13 primers in Indian languages developed by Central
Institute of Indian Languages and special modules developed by NCERT.

"AI is rapidly making its place in the world; from this year itself, we have to try to connect Indian school children with AI education. I urge our educationists
to prepare age-appropriate, AI-embedded textbooks — we need an exponential jump, not an incremental reform. For this, it is essential to connect
technology like AI/ML with Indian languages ​​so that it becomes a force multiplier," he said.

Stressing that studying in mother tongue strengthens the basic understanding of children, Pradhan called for out-of-box ideas to promote Indian
languages.

"Today, when market forces are also leveraging Indian languages, we have to think out-of-box, beyond traditional methods, to promote our languages. The
successes of Chandrayaan, Akash and Brahmos are proof of the strength of our education system. We have to give more emphasis on research.
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"In this direction, PMRF (PM Research Fellowship) is being brought in a new form by linking it with India's national priorities. For its success, it is necessary
to connect every section of the society with this pipeline. Under the National Education Policy, we have to reach the new generation by connecting the
depth of Indian languages ​​with technology. I believe that this initiative will soon reach every district and school of the country," he said.

Pradhan also lauded Jiya Kumari from Bihar, who grew up in Tamil Nadu and recently scored 93 marks in Tamil language in the class 10 examination.

"...she has opened the eyes of those who try to divide the country on the basis of language. At a time when India is moving towards all-round development
with its heritage, this event becomes even more relevant. To make India a developed nation and the world's number one economy, we will have to make
rapid efforts towards imparting education in mother tongue at least till class 8," he said.

The DMK-led Tamil Nadu government and the Centre have been at loggerheads over implementation of the three-language formula in new education policy.
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To combat rising health issues among students, the CBSE has introduced 'Sugar Boards'
in Indian schools. These visually engaging displays will educate children about the
dangers of excessive sugar intake, highlighting the sugar content in common snacks and...Read More

In an age where screen time often

replaces playtime and sugary snacks

have become staples in school bags,

children in India are facing a growing

health crisis. With rising cases of

obesity, type 2 diabetes, and poor

dietary habits among school students,

the 

 ( ) has launched

a remarkable step to address the problem by introducing 

 in schools across the

country. The aim is to educate young minds about the dangers of excess sugar,

promote healthier habits, and ultimately reduce the burden of lifestyle diseases in

the next generation.

This initiative comes at a time when alarming statistics show that students are

consuming far more sugar than recommended. In the recent CBSE guidelines,

several health studies have been referred to. They reveal that children between 4

and 10 years of age derive about 13% of their daily calories from sugar, while

those aged 11 to 18 consume as much as 15%. This is well above the 5% limit

recommended by the World Health Organization.

How will the sugar boards function?

Under this new CBSE initiative, schools will be required to install Sugar Boards—

visually engaging displays placed strategically across campuses to raise awareness

about the harmful effects of excessive sugar intake.

Central Board of Secondary
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Designed to be eye-catching and educational, these boards will use pictures,

infographics, fun facts, and real-world comparisons to help students easily grasp

the risks of high-sugar diets.

To make the experience interactive, schools can integrate elements like quizzes,

student-contributed health tips, and QR codes linking to short videos or games.

Each board will highlight key messages, including:

To support the visual learning, CBSE has also encouraged schools to organize

workshops, expert talks, and interactive sessions that show students how small

dietary changes can make a big difference to their health.

Implementation across schools

The initiative is already underway in several regions across the country. In

Kolkata, schools such as South Point and Aditya Academy have added nutrition-

based messages to morning assemblies and are conducting interactive workshops.

Schools in Kolkata plan to hire a full-time nutritionist in the school. TNN has

quoted Satabdi Bhattacharjee, Principal, Newtown School, Kolkata, saying, “The

aim is to hold special workshops with students and parents and suggest food

choices to the parents.”

Understanding the need for sugar boards

Excessive sugar consumption has become a major public health concern, with

growing evidence linking it to the early onset of serious health conditions such as
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type 2 diabetes, obesity, heart disease, and other metabolic disorders. Children

and adolescents are particularly vulnerable, as their dietary habits are still forming

and can have long-term health consequences.

One of the key contributors to this issue is the widespread and easy access to

high-sugar products including snacks, soft drinks, and processed foods within

school environments. These food items are often more accessible and appealing

than healthier alternatives, making them a routine part of students’ daily diets.

With limited awareness and minimal regulation in many schools, students may

consume far more sugar than recommended, often without realising the risks.

How will it impact the students?

More than just static displays, the boards are meant to spark curiosity and

generate regular conversations around food choices, both in the classroom and at

home.

“Schools play a very important role in inculcating healthy eating habits as children

eat two meals there. They get influenced greatly by the school environment.

These sugar boards will help children understand and opt for healthier choices

right from a young age," says Suneetha Rao, chief nutritionist at NU Hospitals,

Bengaluru, in an interaction with TNN.

This initiative aims to educate students on the long-term health risks of high sugar

consumption, including obesity, diabetes, and tooth decay. Moreover, students are

also expected to learn to make better dietary decisions by learning about

alternative healthy eating habits.

The bigger picture

The rise of 

, once

considered an adult-only disease, is a matter of deep concern. Early diagnosis

often means lifelong management, affecting a child’s physical health, mental well-

being, and academic performance.

Following this initiative, schools also plan to incorporate sugar level testing as a

part of their routine health checkups. As reported by TNN, Rajesh Pillai, principal

of Kairali School in Ranchi believes that this initiative will help schools “identify

early signs of metabolic issues and guide parents accordingly.”

Packaged juices, processed snacks, and energy drinks marketed as “healthy” often

contain high amounts of hidden sugars. Sugar Boards aim to decode these

products for students, helping them understand what they’re really consuming.

Importantly, the project also encourages parental engagement, prompting

discussions at home and aligning school and family efforts to build healthier

routines.
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Delhi father-son duo held in Rs 2.4 crore
NCERT piracy racket, over 1.7 lakh fake books
seized
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Delhi Police arrested Prashant Gupta and Nishant Gupta for a major piracy operation.
They were selling fake NCERT textbooks worth over Rupees 2.4 crore. Police seized more
than 1.7 lakh pirated books during raids. The accused confessed to sourcing books from a...Read More

NEW DELHI: A father-son duo were

arrested by Delhi Police for running a

major piracy racket involving 

 worth over

Rs 2.4 crore. More than 1.7 lakh pirated books were recovered during raids at

multiple locations.

According to police, information was received on May 16 about the illegal sale of

fake NCERT books at a shop on Mandoli Road, Shahdara.

Acting on the tip-off, a police team raided the shop and caught the accused,

Prashant Gupta (48) and his son Nishant Gupta (26), red-handed, said DCP

(Shahdara) Prashant Priya Gautam.

The police team, accompanied by NCERT officials, found the shop was selling

pirated Class 12 Social Science textbooks bearing forged signatures and price

tags.

The duo confessed they sourced the books from a godown in Hiranki near Alipur,

DCP (Shahdara) Prashant Gautam said.

A follow-up raid at the Hiranki warehouse led to the recovery of over 1.6 lakh

pirated books, confirmed to be counterfeit by NCERT officials.

A case was registered under Section 318 (cheating) of the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita and Sections 63/65 of the Copyright Act.

Police said Gupta ran the business for 25 years and his son joined him five years

ago.

counterfeit

NCERT textbooks

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/counterfeit-ncert-textbooks)

Should schools and colleges take more action against the use of pirated
textbooks?

Yes, definitely

No, it's not their responsibility

Poll

End of Article
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India

Pirated NCERT books worth Rs 2.4 cr seized, 3 arrested
PTI 19 May, 2025 07:39 pm IST

New Delhi, May 19 (PTI) The Delhi Police has busted a major piracy racket by seizing over 1.7 lakh pirated NCERT

textbooks worth more than Rs 2.4 crore and arresting three persons, including a father-son duo, an official said on

Monday.

The accused have been identified as Prashant Gupta (48) and his son Nishant Gupta (26), and Arvind Kumar.

He further said the raid was conducted and officials from NCERT were also roped in to authenticate the materials.

During the raid at Anupam Sales, police found a large stock of pirated educational books being sold under the

guise of genuine NCERT material. The shop was being operated by the father-son duo who were taken into

Powered By

“Prashant and Nishant had a shop where police found a large stock of pirated educational books being sold under

the guise of genuine NCERT material. The racket was unearthed following a tip-off received by the police on May

16 regarding the sale of pirated NCERT (National Council of Educational Research and Training) books from a shop

on Mandoli Road,” Deputy Commissioner of Police (Shahdara) Prashant Gautam said in a statement.
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custody, read the statement.

“Twenty-seven pirated Social Science textbooks for Class 12 were recovered from the shop. The books bore forged

NCERT emblems and counterfeit signatures, making them appear authentic. On-site verification by NCERT

confirmed the material was counterfeit and violated the Copyright Act,” said the DCP.

During interrogation, the accused revealed that the counterfeit books were sourced from a warehouse in Hiranki

near Alipur in Delhi.

Acting on this information, police raided the disclosed site and recovered approximately 1.7 lakh pirated books,

valued at over Rs 2.4 crore.

The premises, owned by Arvind Kumar, had been rented and used for stocking the pirated books. An NCERT team

at the site confirmed that the entire consignment violated copyright norms, the officer said.

During interrogation, Gupta admitted to having operated their shop for over two decades, with Nishant joining

the business five years ago. Lured by easy profits, the duo began purchasing pirated books from suppliers.

“Based on the confession, a follow-up raid was conducted at a storage unit. An FIR under Section 318 (cheating) of

the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS) and relevant provisions of the Copyright Act was registered at MS Park Police

Station. All accused are arrested and legal proceedings are underway,” said the DCP.

Police are now expanding the scope of the investigation to trace the entire supply chain involved in the

manufacture, distribution and sale of counterfeit NCERT books. This includes identifying illegal printing presses,

transport intermediaries and possible collusion by wholesale distributors or local vendors. PTI SSJ BM BM KSS

KSS

This report is auto-generated from PTI news service. ThePrint holds no responsibility for its content.
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Delhi

Pirated NCERT textbooks worth Rs 2.4 crore seized
in Delhi
As many as 27 pirated social science textbooks for Class 12 were recovered during
a raid at the shop. The books bore forged NCERT emblems and counterfeit
signatures.

Image used for representational purposes only. FILE | EPS

Express News Service

Updated on: 20 May 2025, 8:36 am 1 min read
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi police have arrested three people — including a
father-son duo — for allegedly procuring and selling pirated NCERT
textbooks in the Capital and recovered more than 1.7 lakh such books worth
over a whopping Rs 2.4 crore from their possession.

The arrested accused have been identified as Prashant Gupta (48) & his son
Nishant Gupta (26) — both from Vivek Vihar — and Arvind Kumar, a resident
of Haryana’s Sonipat.
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Prashant and Nishant reportedly ran a shop, Anupam Sales, where police
found a large stock of pirated educational books being sold as NCERT
material. The racket was unearthed following a tip-off on May 16 regarding
the sale of pirated NCERT books from a shop on Mandoli Road, DCP
(Shahdara) Prashant Gautam stated.

As many as 27 pirated social science textbooks for Class 12 were recovered
during a raid at the shop. The books bore forged NCERT emblems and
counterfeit signatures.

A case was registered, and the father-son duo were taken into custody for
interrogation, during which they revealed that they had been these books
from a store in Hiranki. A raid conducted at the site there owned by Arvind
subsequently led to the seizure of around 1.6 lakh books valued at Rs 2.4 crore.
A probe is on.

Father-son among 3 held

The accused have been identified as Prashant Gupta (48) & his son Nishant
Gupta (26) — both from Vivek Vihar — and Arvind Kumar, a resident of
Haryana’s Sonipat. The racket was unearthed following a tip-off on May 16.
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2 min read

In a major crackdown, the Shahdara district police seized counterfeit NCERT (National Council of Educational

Research and Training) textbooks worth Rs 2.4 crore from the M S Park area, said police. Three persons have been

arrested in this connection.

Following a tip-off, a joint team led by the police and NCERT officials arrived at Mandoli Road Friday before

proceeding to a shop owned by Prashant Gupta (48) and his son Nishant Gupta (26), police said. They were present at

the shop along with five or six labourers aiding in the illegal activity, police added.

During the raid, 27 counterfeit NCERT Social Science textbooks for Class 12 were recovered. The books, inspected on

the spot by NCERT officials, were found to be unauthorised reproductions bearing forged signatures, falsely

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Counterfeit NCERT Class 12 books
worth Rs 2.4 crore seized, 3 held
The shopowners were arrested, and during their questioning, it came to light that while
Prashant had been running the shop for the last 25 years, Nishant had joined the business five
years ago

By: Express News Service

New Delhi | May 20, 2025 04:24 IST

The books, inspected on the spot by NCERT officials, were found to be unauthorised reproductions bearing forged signatures, falsely indicating

legitimacy, said police (Representative image)
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indicating legitimacy, said police.

“The materials had been altered to closely mimic original NCERT books, including fraudulent price tags and

identification codes,” said a police officer.

The shopowners were arrested, and during their questioning, it came to light that while Prashant had been running

the shop for the last 25 years, Nishant had joined the business five years ago.

“Driven by greed for quick profits, they had started dealing in pirated books. They admitted that they used to

purchase counterfeit books from a store in Hiranki near Alipur, and then bring them to their shop from where the

books were sold,” said DCP (Shahdara) Prashant Gautam.

A raid at the store in Hiranki yielded 1.6 lakh pirated NCERT books, estimated to be worth around Rs 2.4 crore, said

police. “These books were confirmed to be counterfeit by the NCERT team and were subsequently seized. The shop’s

owner, Arvind Kumar, was arrested,” an officer said.

The police said they are looking at the supply chain – from printing presses to end distributors – and exploring

potential systemic issues within NCERT itself, such as delayed availability and limited supply of original textbooks.

“These shortcomings may have inadvertently driven the demand for pirated materials,” the officer said.

“The probe also seeks to uncover the involvement of wholesalers, local vendors, and possibly even educational

institutions that may be complicit in this illegal trade,” the officer added.

TAGS: NCERT

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd

This article went live on May twentieth, twenty twenty-five, at twenty-four minutes past four in the morning.
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Ministry of Education

Mizoram Achieves Full Functional Literacy

Posted On: 20 MAY 2025 8:52PM by PIB Delhi

Hon’ble Chief Minister of Mizoram, Shri Lalduhoma on Tuesday, 20th May 2025, officially declared Mizoram a fully literate
state, marking a historic milestone in the state’s educational journey. With this achievement, Mizoram becomes the first state in
India to attain full literacy.

The announcement was made during a special function held in Aizawl, the state capital, in the esteemed presence of Shri Jayant
Chaudhary, Hon’ble Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship and Minister of
State for Education, Government of India, Dr. Vanlalthlana, Hon’ble Minister of School Education, Higher & Technical
Education, Mizoram, Shri Khilli Ram Meena, IAS, Chief Secretary to the Government of Mizoram, Shri David Lalthantluanga,
Special Secretary, School Education Department, Government of Mizoram, State dignitaries, officials, and students of Mizoram
University.

Mizoram, which attained statehood on 20th February 1987, spans a geographical area of 21,081 km² (8,139 sq mi). As per the
2011 Census, it recorded a literacy rate of 91.33%, ranking third in India. Building on this strong foundation, the ULLAS – Nav
Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram (New India Literacy Programme) was implemented to identify and educate the remaining non-
literate individuals.

A door-to-door survey conducted by Cluster Resource Centre Coordinators (CRCCs) across the state in August–September 2023
identified 3,026 non-literates. Out of these, 1,692 learners were actively engaged in teaching-learning activities. By this account,
Mizoram had crossed the full literacy mark, i.e., above 95% literacy rate (to be considered equivalent to Full literacy) as defined
by Ministry of Education, Govt. of India. As per PFLS survey for 2023-24 also, the literacy rate of Mizoram is 98.20%.

In a remarkable display of community spirit, 292 volunteer teachers—including students, educators, resource persons, and
CRCCs—came forward to lead this initiative. Guided by a profound sense of duty (Kartavya Bodh) and the Mizo cultural value,
these volunteers played a crucial role in achieving full literacy.

The celebratory event, hosted at the Auditorium of Mizoram University in Aizawl, stands as a powerful testament to the
collaborative efforts of the people and government of Mizoram in advancing inclusive education and empowering every citizen
through literacy.

ULLAS - Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram or New India Literacy Programme (NILP) is a centrally sponsored scheme
implemented from 2022-2027. The scheme, aligned with NEP 2020, targets adults (aged 15 years and above) who couldn’t go to
school. The scheme has five components- Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, Critical Life Skills, Basic Education, Vocational
Skills and Continuing Education. The vision of the ULLAS Scheme is to make Bharat - Jan Jan Saakshar and is based on the
spirit of Kartavya Bodh and is being implemented on volunteerism. Under ULLAS scheme more than 1.77 crore learners (neo
literates) have appeared in the Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT) till now across the country.  More
than 2.37 crore learners and 40.84 lakh volunteer teachers have been registered on the ULLAS Mobile app.   Earlier, on
24.06.2024, Ladakh became the first administrative unit to declare full literacy.
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Home  India  Tamil Nadu files plea in SC, accuses Centre of withholding funds after...

India Politics

Tamil Nadu files plea in SC, accuses Centre of withholding funds after NEP

row
ANI 21 May, 2025 02:08 pm IST

Supreme Court | File Photo | ThePrint

New Delhi: The Tamil Nadu government has filed a petition before the Supreme Court against the Government of

India for allegedly withholding funds after the state government decided not to implement the New Education

Policy, 2020.

In the petition, the Tamil Nadu government has sought the release of more than 2000 crores under Samagira

Sikha Scheme. The state government has urged the SC to fix a timeframe and sought the recovery of the amount

with a future interest at the rate of 6% per annum on the principal sum.
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The state government, led by CM MK Stalin, has also asked the apex court for a declaration that the National

Educational Policy, 2020 and the PM SHRI Schools Scheme are not binding on Tamil Nadu.

The DMK government also asked the SC to direct the defendant to continue to comply with and perform its

statutory obligations of paying to the Plaintiff State grants in aid of revenues for implementation of obligations

under The Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2010, including but not limited to paying the

Defendant’s share of 60% of expenditure in accordance with law before the commencement of every academic

year and within the time frame.

Earlier, CM MK Stalin had announced that they would go before the Supreme Court to seek funds for the State.

The Tamil Nadu government has accused the Central government of trying to push Hindi “sideways” through the

NEP, despite the state’s longstanding resistance to such policies.

The government has strongly opposed implementing the NEP, raising concerns over the three-language formula

and alleging that the Centre wants to “impose” Hindi.

Earlier, SC has dismissed a PIL seeking implementation of the three-language formula, proposed by the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020, in Tamil Nadu, Kerala and West Bengal.

A bench headed by Justice JB Pardiwala refused to entertain the plea, saying the court cannot directly compel a

state to adopt a policy like the National Education Policy 2020. The top court in its order stated.

“It (court) cannot directly compel a state to adopt a policy like the National Education Policy 2020. The court may,

however, intervene if a state’s action or inaction related to the National Education Policy violates any

fundamental rights. We do not propose to examine this issue in this writ petition. We believe that the petitioner

has nothing to do with the cause he proposes to espouse. Although he may be from the state of Tamil Nadu, yet on

his own admission, he is residing in New Delhi. In such circumstances, this petition stands dismissed.”

This report is auto-generated from ANI news service. ThePrint holds no responsibility for its content.

Also watch:

The state government has also asked SC to declare Union Government’s action of withholding funds under the

Samagra Shiksha Scheme to implement NEP as “unconstitutional, illegal, arbitrary and unreasonable.” 
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Mizoram Becomes First Fully Literate State In India

Mizoram has been officially declared a fully literate state. The announcement was made
by Chief Minister Lalduhoma during a special ceremony held in Aizawl on Tuesday. With
this achievement, Mizoram becomes the first state in India to attain full functional
literacy.

The event, held at the Auditorium of Mizoram University, witnessed the presence of
several key dignitaries including Jayant Chaudhary, Union Minister of State (Independent
Charge) for Skill Development & Entrepreneurship and Minister of State for Education, Dr.
Vanlalthlana, Mizoram’s Minister of School Education, Higher & Technical Education, Khilli
Ram Meena, Chief Secretary to the Government of Mizoram, and other senior officials,
educators, and students.

Mizoram, which attained statehood in 1987, has consistently ranked among the top states
in terms of literacy. According to the 2011 Census, it had a literacy rate of 91.33%, the third-
highest in the country at the time. Building on this solid foundation, the state
implemented the ULLAS – Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram (New India Literacy
Programme) to identify and educate the remaining non-literate individuals.

A comprehensive door-to-door survey conducted in August–September 2023 by Cluster
Resource Centre Coordinators (CRCCs) identified 3,026 non-literate persons in the state.
Of these, 1,692 actively participated in learning activities. Based on this outreach and the
Ministry of Education’s benchmark that defines full literacy as a literacy rate above 95%,
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Mizoram successfully crossed the threshold. The PFLS survey for 2023–24 confirmed this
success, placing the state’s literacy rate at an impressive 98.20%.

This achievement was made possible through the commitment of 292 volunteer
teachers, including students, educators, and local officials, who took up the mission of
educating every last citizen with a spirit of Kartavya Bodh (sense of duty) and deep
cultural pride. Their dedication, supported by the Mizoram government and the
community, played a pivotal role in transforming the educational landscape of the state.

ULLAS – Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram is a centrally sponsored initiative aligned with
the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, aimed at promoting adult education. The
programme focuses on five components: Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, Critical
Life Skills, Basic Education, Vocational Skills, and Continuing Education. Launched in 2022
and running till 2027, it targets adults aged 15 and above who missed formal schooling.

Nationally, the ULLAS scheme has seen significant outreach, with over 2.37 crore learners
and more than 40.84 lakh volunteer teachers registered on the ULLAS mobile app. More
than 1.77 crore neo-literates have participated in the Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT) so far.

Earlier, in June 2024, Ladakh became the first administrative unit in India to achieve full
literacy. Mizoram’s latest milestone now marks the first full state-level success, setting a
new benchmark in the country’s pursuit of universal education.
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Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin (File Photo/@mkstalin)

NEP Row: Tamil Nadu govt moves SC against Centre for
withholding funds
ANI | Updated: May 21, 2025 09:29 IST

ANI

News

Join our
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channel

(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va7q7004dTnMVl9H9r0o)

New Delhi [India], May 21 (ANI): The Tamil Nadu (/topic/tamil-nadu) government has
filed a petition before the Supreme Court against the Government of India
(/topic/government-of-india) for allegedly withholding funds after the state
government decided not to implement the New Education Policy (/topic/new-

education-policy), 2020

 हिंदी खबर (/hindi/khabar/)
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In the petition, the Tamil Nadu (/topic/tamil-nadu) government has sought the
release of more than 2000 crores under Samagira Sikha Scheme. The state
government has urged the SC (/topic/sc) to fix a timeframe and sought the recovery

of the amount with a future interest at the rate of 6% per annum on the principal
sum.

The state government has also asked SC (/topic/sc) to declare Union Government's
action of withholding funds under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme to implement NEP

(/topic/nep) as "unconstitutional, illegal, arbitrary and unreasonable."

The state government, led by CM MK Stalin (/topic/mk-stalin), has also asked the
apex court for a declaration that the National Educational Policy, 2020 and the PM
SHRI Schools Scheme are not binding on Tamil Nadu (/topic/tamil-nadu).

The DMK government also asked the SC (/topic/sc) to direct the defendant to

continue to comply with and perform its statutory obligations of paying to the
Plaintiff State grants in aid of revenues for implementation of obligations under The
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2010, including but not
limited to paying the Defendant's share of 60% of expenditure in accordance with

law before the commencement of every academic year and within the

time frame.

Earlier, CM MK Stalin (/topic/mk-stalin) had announced that they would go before the
Supreme Court to seek funds for the State.

The Tamil Nadu (/topic/tamil-nadu) government has accused the Central government

of trying to push Hindi "sideways" through the NEP (/topic/nep), despite the state's
longstanding resistance to such policies.

The government has strongly opposed implementing the NEP (/topic/nep), raising
concerns over the three-language formula and alleging that the Centre wants to
"impose" Hindi.

Earlier, SC (/topic/sc) has dismissed a PIL seeking implementation of the three-
language formula, proposed by the National Education Policy (NEP (/topic/nep))
2020, in Tamil Nadu (/topic/tamil-nadu), Kerala and West Bengal.

A bench headed by Justice JB Pardiwala refused to entertain the plea, saying the

court cannot directly compel a state to adopt a policy like the National Education
Policy 2020. The top court in its order stated.

"It (court) cannot directly compel a state to adopt a policy like the National
Education Policy 2020. The court may, however, intervene if a state's action or
inaction related to the National Education Policy violates any fundamental rights. We

do not propose to examine this issue in this writ petition. We believe that the
petitioner has nothing to do with the cause he proposes to espouse. Although he
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Government of India

(/topic/government-of-india/)

may be from the state of Tamil Nadu (/topic/tamil-nadu), yet on his own admission,
he is residing in New Delhi. In such circumstances, this petition stands dismissed."
(ANI)

RELATED NEWS

Uttarakhand CM Dhami participates in 10th Governing Council meeting of NITI Aayog in Delhi

(/news/national/general-news/uttarakhand-cm-dhami-participates-in-10th-
governing-council-meeting-of-niti-aayog-in-delhi20250524164503)
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Mizoram Becomes India’s 1st Fully Literate State

Mizoram has been declared India’s first fully literate state, marking a historic milestone in the state’s educational journey.
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan congratulated the people of Mizoram for this achievement.
 
In a social media post, Mr. Pradhan said that this is a momentous and proud milestone in the State’s educational journey
and also a moment of great pride for the nation. He added that this is also a result of the collaborative efforts and resolve of
the people and the State government. The Minister also wished that Mizoram’s achievement would inspire all States and
Union Territories to pursue inclusive, equitable and lifelong learning with the same spirit of dedication for achieving the goal
of Viksit Bharat
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NCERT's Covid-19 modules glorify PM Modi’s pandemic management, omit

death toll: Report

New Delhi: New Covid-19 reading modules developed by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) reportedly laud Prime

Minister Narendra Modi’s leadership during the pandemic but omit any mention of the death toll.

Vartha Bharati | 22-05-2025 | 16:20:00 IST

Representational image (PTI)
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The release of these educational materials comes shortly after the latest government data showed that Covid deaths was six times higher than official

figures released in 2021, as reported by The Telegraph on Thursday. According to the Civil Registration System data published on May 7,

approximately 21 lakh more deaths were recorded in 2021 compared to the Centre’s claim of 3.3 lakh Covid-related fatalities for that year.

The apex textbook-preparing body has developed four Covid-19 modules as additional reading material for students across different age groups—

ranging from pre-school to Class XII. However, none of them mention the pandemic's death toll or reflect the widespread suffering endured during

India’s devastating Covid waves.

The middle school (Classes VI to VIII) module, titled “An Indian Perspective of Prevention and Management of Covid-19”, credits PM Modi with

initiating early preventive steps. “He requested the citizens to follow certain measures to ensure the containment of fast fast-spreading virus,” the

text, as cited by The Telegraph, read.

It then discussed the 21-day nationwide lockdown announced on March 24, 2020, describing it as a move by “the Indian Government,” notably

omitting Modi’s name.

The module, according to the report, also praised Indian scientists for developing a Covid-19 vaccine within a short span of time and stated that

“Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the Indian scientists and launched the vaccination drive through video conferencing.”

Additionally, the module mentioned an economic stimulus package announced by Modi but reportedly offered limited insight into the hardships

faced by scores of people during the lockdown imposed during the global pandemic.

Let the Truth be known. If you read VB and like VB, please be a VB Supporter and Help us (https://www.instamojo.com/@varthabharati) deliver the Truth to one

and all.

COMMENTS

Covid cases rise in Bengaluru; Nine-month-old tests positive, Karnataka

issues advisory

 24-05-2025 ¦ 24-05-2025 IST

248 / 358

https://www.instamojo.com/@varthabharati
https://www.instamojo.com/@varthabharati


ADVERTISEMENT REMOVE AD

Home  News  Education  NCERT, CBSE Short on Staff to Achieve New Education Policy's Goals: Who Suffers?

NCERT, CBSE Short on Staff to Achieve New Education Policy's
Goals: Who Suffers?

A diminished workforce translates to stalled progress in making public education more

inclusive and equitable.
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Despite 779 vacant posts at the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), only 20 posts

were filled in 2024.

Nearly half (45.7%) of the teachers posts are vacant at National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT).

These are the findings of the Parliamentary Standing Committee on Women, Children,

Education, Youth and Sports which were presented in Parliament on 26 March this year.

CBSE and NCERT are two of the seven autonomous bodies that fall under the Department of

School Education and Literacy (DSEL).

The remaining five are:   

These bodies help in the implementation of various schemes related to school education. Of

the seven, NCTE, NIOS and CBSE do not receive any budgetary allocation from DSEL.

While we looked at unspent funds and unfilled teachers' posts in KVS and NVS in the third

story for The Quint's State of Education series; in this story, we talk about the acute shortage

of staff in crucial educational institutions such as NCERT and CBSE, which are tasked with

driving systemic change.

We also look at institutions like NIOS — which caters to children belonging to marginalised

communities or with special needs — and NCTE, which works towards training and mentoring

teachers.

A large number of vacancies in such institutions means a direct impact on

children, who need extra attention — which is not only counter-productive but also

widens the gap between the privileged and those on the margins.

ADVERTISEMENT REMOVE AD

National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE)  1

National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)2

National Bal Bhavan (NBB) 3

Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) 4

Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) 5

FIT Gender Opinion Videos Entertainment World The Quint Lab Sports

Operation Sindoor Raghav's Take State of Education Uncovering Hate Qisse Kahaniyaan Climate Change India Figh

Become a Member

250 / 358

https://www.thequint.com/plan-selection?utm_source=remove_ad&utm_medium=remove_ad_button
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/fit
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/gender
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/opinion
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/videos
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/entertainment
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/news/world
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/the-quint-lab
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/sports
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/pahalgam-terror-attack
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/raghavs-take
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/state-of-education
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/uncovering-hate-investigations-ground-reports-and-deep-dives
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/qisse-kahaniyaan
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/climate-change
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/quintlab/india-fights-fraud/index.html
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/
https://www.thequint.com/plan-selection?utm_source=top_menu&utm_medium=insider_button
https://www.thequint.com/subscribe


One in Three Posts Vacant at NCERT; Marginalised Communities Under-

represented

NCERT was registered as a society in 1961 and was set up to advise the Central and state

governments on policies to improve the quality of school education. NCERT does so by

preparing model textbooks, publishing reading material, training teachers, etc. 

For this, NCERT was allocated Rs 560 crore (revised) for FY 25. Of this, Rs 506 crore—or

nearly 90 percent of the funds—were spent.  

However, NCERT has many teachers’ posts lying vacant. For instance, 27.5 percent of posts

are vacant in ‘Group A’ comprising academic staff.

Similarly, among teaching staff, 37.5 percent posts are vacant in Group A while 46 percent are

vacant in Group B. Of the total sanctioned strength of 271 teachers in Groups A and B, 124 —

or 45.7 percent — remain vacant.

Besides, the under-representation of teachers and academic staff from the marginalised

communities — Scheduled Castes (SC), Scheduled Tribes (ST), Other Backward Classes (OBC),

Economically Weaker Sections (EWS) and Persons with Disabilities (PwD) — reflects in the

curriculum being designed by NCERT.

For instance, in the last five years, the following sections have been removed from NCERT

books:

The autobiographical account of renowned Dalit writer Omprakash Valmiki, which talks about caste

discrimination, has been removed from Social Science textbooks for classes 7 and 8.

●

A passage on manual scavenging from social activist Harsh Mander's book was removed from the

Class 12 Sociology textbook as was a poem on the Dalit movement.

●

References to the Tawa Matsya Sangh, a cooperative movement by displaced forest dwellers in

Madhya Pradesh advocating for their fishing rights, was also omitted. It was earlier used to

illustrate grassroots activism and Adivasi rights movements.

●
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No Permanent Hiring at NCERT in 2021, 2022

Talking about this, educationist Mitra Ranjan told The Quint, "At a time when the ruling

dispensation is seen vehemently distorting historical facts, the role of NCERT in imparting

unbiased knowledge through an objective curriculum becomes all the more cardinal.

"However, it is shocking to see NCERT promulgating political agenda in children's textbooks by

deleting chapters on, say, the Delhi Sultanate or the Mughal Empire. It wouldn't come as a

surprise if the recruitment of staff at NCERT was also driven by the same agenda," claimed

Ranjan, who is the Coordinator, National Secretariat at RTE Forum, a group of organisations

working for the implementation of the RTE Act.

Another worrying trend pointed out in the report was the increase in the number of contractual

appointments, coupled with reduced permanent appointments.

Permanent vs Contractual Appointments

(In NCERT)

Permanent Appointments Contractual Appointments

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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Source: 363rd Report by Parliamentary Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and Sports

A Flourish chart

No permanent staff—in Group A or B—was recruited by NCERT in 2021 and 2022, while one

was recruited in Group B in the year 2023. Data was not available for contractual hirings in

2020.

The committee recommended NCERT to fill up vacancies "in mission mode" by the end of this

year and to stop contractual hiring completely as it undermines reservations for marginalised

communities.
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ADVERTISEMENT REMOVE AD

Despite 779 Vacancies at CBSE, Only 20 Hirings in 2024

CBSE is an examination conducting body under the control of the Union Education Ministry. It

grants affiliation to schools for conducting Class 10 and Class 12 board exams as well as trains

teachers. At present it has 30,564 schools under its ambit.

However, 43.39 percent—or a little less than half—the total number of posts are lying vacant in

CBSE.

Despite 779 vacant posts, only 20 posts were filled in 2024; while 23 posts were filled in

2023. 

Taking serious note “of the casual approach of DSEL and CBSE,” the Parliamentary Standing

Committee directed them to fill up the vacancies (including backlog) in mission mode latest by

2025-end.

The committee also recommended CBSE to: 

ADVERTISEMENT REMOVE AD

Monitor malpractices of private schools such as charging exorbitant fees, and mandating purchase

of books, uniforms, shoes from specific vendors at high prices. 

1

With respect to conduct of two board exams, the examination fee must not be hiked for all students

but only those who opt for an additional attempt. 

1
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One in Three Posts Vacant at National Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS)

NIOS offers learner-centred education that caters to the unique needs of school dropouts,

marginalized groups, and differently-abled individuals. It plays a significant role in achieving

the objectives of the New Education Policy, 2020 by bridging the gap in formal education and

providing alternate learning opportunities.

For instance, NIOS has developed over 1000 Indian Sign Language (ISL) videos and talking

books, covering 23 subjects at both the Secondary and Senior Secondary levels. It is

important to note that NIOS does not get any budgetary support from DSEL.

From the year 2019 to 2024, NIOS filled up 98 posts by direct recruitment on permanent basis.

However, 139 or 35 percent of the total sanctioned posts remain vacant.

A diminished workforce translates to stalled progress in making public education more

inclusive and equitable. This directly affects children belonging to vulnerable groups, who

count on public education for upward social mobility.

The committee recommended that vacant posts are filled at the earliest by the end of 2025. It

added that NIOS should offer courses in languages other than English and Hindi as well.

Further the committee noted that NIOS has “surplus revenue” which it can devote to

dedicated office space for its regional centres.

ADVERTISEMENT REMOVE AD

More Than Half Posts Vacant in NBB; No Permanent Hiring Since 2020

NBB was established as a society in 1956 and provides non-formal education centres for

children between the ages of 5 and 16 years. Its objective is to enhance the creative potential

and skills of children by imparting training in activities such as art, craft, music, dance,

handicraft, weaving, home management and physical education.  
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NBB was allocated Rs 24.3 crore (revised), of which, Rs 21.7 crore have actually been spent as

of 18 February 2025.  

However, 101 posts — i.e. 65.6 percent of the sanctioned strength of 154 — are vacant as of 31

December 2024. These include the ones which have been filled through contractual

appointments, which comprise 54 percent of the sanctioned strength.

“The Committee expresses its anguish over the fact that NBB has not appointed a single

personnel on permanent basis from January 2020 till 31st December 2024. Only two

appointments in Group 'A' and Group 'C' have been made by "deputation" during last five years

which describes the state of affairs in NBB.” 

It noted that the NBB cannot realise its vision through vacant posts and contractual

appointments and asked the institution to fill up permanent appointments by the end of this

year.  

The committee also stated its dissatisfaction with the geographical dispersion of Bal Bhawans

and recommended one for each district across India.
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the event with a throw of 91.06m?
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No New Recruitments at NCTE Since 2019

NCTE was established by an act of the Parliament in 1995. It grants recognition to teacher

education institutions and works towards training and mentoring of teachers as well as

enhancing their personal and professional development. It does not receive any budgetary

support from DSEL.  

NCTE has not made any new recruitments of permanent teaching, non-teaching or

administrative staff since 2019 "in view of directives given by Secretary, DSEL in September

2020." Besides, over half of the posts at NCTE are vacant as of now. 

While 164 staffers were hired on a contractual basis, none of them was a teacher.  

The Committee said that it “fails to understand why Secretary, DSEL had issued such directives

for stoppage of recruitment since September 2020 which has adversely affected the day-to-

day working of NCTE” and recommended DSEL to withdraw the directives immediately so as

to fill up vacancies. 

It also observed that persistent teachers' shortages, outdated training methodologies, and

curriculum gaps have weakened the education system. 

ADVERTISEMENT REMOVE AD

Appeal from The Quint

Dear reader,

In the State of Education series, The Quint uncovers how funds meant to improve the

education infrastructure remain stuck on paper. And how this is denying lakhs of students their
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NCERT Covid modules mum on toll, laud PM
Modi’s pandemic management

The modules have been released at a time latest government data has found that the number of Covid deaths was six times more than the

official data released in 2021

Basant Kumar Mohanty  Published 22.05.25, 06:46 AM

Representational image
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ADVERTISEMENT

Home / India / NCERT Covid modules mum on toll, laud Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s pandemic management

Reading modules on Covid-19 prepared by the National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) glorify the role of Prime Minister Narendra Modi

in “effectively managing” the pandemic, but are silent on the death toll.

The apex textbook-preparing body has come out with four modules on the subject

as additional reading material for students of pre-school to Class II, Classes III-V,

Classes VI to VIII, and Classes IX to XII. None of them talk about Covid deaths.
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The modules have been released at a time latest government data has found that

the number of Covid deaths was six times more than the official data released in

2021. The new data from the Civil Registration System, published on May 7, shows

that about 21 lakh more deaths were registered in 2021 against the Centre’s claim

that year that 3.3 lakh people had died of the virus.

The module for middle school students (Classes VI to VIII) is on “An Indian

Perspective of Prevention and Management of Covid-19”. It says Modi addressed

the nation on March 19, 2020, and imposed a “Janata Curfew” from 7am to 9pm

on March 22.

“He requested the citizens to follow certain measures to ensure the containment

of fast fast-spreading virus,” the module says.

On March 24, 2020, Modi had declared a lockdown for 21 days. The module,

however, skips Modi’s mention and states that “the Indian Government ordered a

21-day state-wide lockdown on the late evening of 24 March 2020... as a

preventive step against the Covid-19 pandemic. The lockdown slowed the spread

rate of Covid-19. But the lockdown extended multiple times, as the spread of

Covid-19 was slow but still it was growing”.

The module says Indian scientists developed ta Covid-19 vaccine within a short

period. “Honourable Prime Minister Narendra Modi praised the Indian scientists

and launched the vaccination drive through video conferencing,” it says.

The module says Modi announced a stimulus package to alleviate the economic

impact of the lockdown, but it offers little information on the misery faced by the

people.
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Yogi govt plans NCERT push, structural overhaul in
madrasa education in UP

BY Team MP 22 May 2025 12:43 AM

Lucknow: The Yogi Adityanath government is set to introduce sweeping reforms in Uttar Pradesh’s madrasa
education system, with a proposal to amend the UP Board of Madrasa Education Act, 2004. The key focus is
mainstreaming madrasa students by mandating Hindi and English education till Class 10 and integrating
NCERT and SCERT curricula in lower classes.

Under the proposed reforms, madrasas will teach the NCERT syllabus from Classes 1 to 3 and SCERT
syllabus from Classes 4 to 8. Teaching of Sanskrit is currently excluded from the new framework. The
reforms also require madrasas to set up science and computer labs, in a push toward modern education.

A high-level committee headed by the Director of Minority Welfare has been tasked with finalising new
affiliation norms, including minimum infrastructure standards — classrooms, libraries, drinking water, toilets,
and furniture. The UP Madrasa Board is also set for an overhaul to improve efficiency and transparency, with
plans to digitise marksheets and introduce teacher training in digital pedagogy.

The proposals, discussed in a recent meeting chaired by Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath, are expected to be
tabled before the state cabinet and possibly introduced ahead of the upcoming monsoon session of the
legislature.

“The goal is to blend traditional teachings with subjects like science, mathematics, and computers to ensure
madrasa students are not left behind,” said a senior official in the Minority Welfare Department.
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The move has drawn mixed reactions. Samajwadi Party leader Rajendra Chaudhry supported the inclusion of
modern subjects but warned against “state overreach” in religious matters. Dr. Arshad Jamal, former AMU
professor, echoed this, saying reforms are welcome but must come through consultation, not imposition.

On the other hand, BJP leaders praised the initiative. “This is a step towards inclusive development. It equips
madrasa students for today’s job market while respecting their identity,” said BJP state vice-president Vijay
Bahadur Pathak.

At Niti Aayog meet, TN CM demands 50 percent share in
central taxes

BY MPost 24 May 2025 4:15 PM

Chennai: Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin on Saturday sought the Centre to enhance the state’s share
in central taxes to 50 per cent and also underscored the necessity for a dedicated urban transformation
mission in the state. Speaking at the Niti Aayog meeting in New Delhi, he ‘demanded a rightful 50 per cent
share for states in central taxes.’ “We currently receive only 33.16 percent against the promised 41,” the Chief
Minister said in a post on the social media platform X. He further said “on the lines of Amrut 2.0, I stressed
the need for a dedicated urban transformation mission, as Tamil Nadu is the most urbanised state in India.”
“Also, I urged a #CleanGanga-style project for Cauvery, Vaigai and Thamirabarani, with names in English for
national coherence and regional pride,” Stalin said.

Next Story
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This change brings CBSE institutions in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasises

learning in the home language for better cognitive and emotional development in early childhood

CBSE mandates change in primary language at foundational level
By Niraj Pandit

Advertisement

MUMBAI: The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued a directive that will reshape language

instruction at the foundational level in affiliated schools across the country. CBSE schools will now use the

“mother tongue” or state language as the primary language, or medium of instruction, from kindergarten up to

Class 2. This is in line with the new guidelines of the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023.

CBSE schools will now use the “mother tongue” or state language as the primary language, or medium of instruction, from kindergarten up to
Class 2. Representative photo of CBSE students. (HT Archives) (Hindustan Times)
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According to a circular dated May 22, 2025, the primary language of learning should be the one that is most

familiar to the child, preferably the “mother tongue”. Where that isn’t possible, the state language must be used.

This language will serve as the medium of instruction for all subjects at the foundational stage, until the child

gains basic literacy in another language.

In Maharashtra, until now, most CBSE schools had adopted English as the medium of instruction, and were

teaching Hindi as the second language. From the 2025-26 academic year, however, the state language, or

Marathi, would be the primary language, with either English or Hindi as the second language offering.

This change brings CBSE institutions in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasises

learning in the home language for better cognitive and emotional development in early childhood.

Advertisement

The May 22 circular also stated that to implement this transition, schools must set up a dedicated committee by

the end of May 2025. This committee will assess the linguistic background of students, make necessary

Know the latest trending news with HT. Read detailed articles here
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curriculum adjustments, and guide the selection of appropriate learning materials. Teachers must also complete

special training in multilingual education by the end of July.

The circular also clarified that at the foundational level (children aged between 3 and 8), the goal is to develop

basic literacy and fluency in their home language. Students should be able to read and write simple sentences,

express their experiences, and understand what they read. Alongside this, a second familiar spoken language will

be introduced gradually.

Explaining the circular, Rajiv Kumar Garg, city coordinator of CBSE, said, “In a city like Mumbai, a cosmopolitan

city, we have to take liberty of the Hindi language along with the state language.” He said that currently from

Class 1, schools have three language teachings, which will now be from the pre-primary section. “Now till Class 2,

schools will teach the state language and English, and from Class 3 onwards, students will have to choose a third

language,” Garg added.

Advertisement

Kalpana Dwivedi, principal of Bal Bharati Public School, Kharghar, Navi Mumbai, said, “We began introducing the

mother tongue as a medium of instruction from the 2024–25 academic year, soon after the NCF 2023 was

announced. In a diverse city like Mumbai, we remain flexible, offering Hindi or Marathi, based on what suits the

students and their families best. As per the new CBSE guidelines, we will continue to train our teachers regularly

to ensure smooth implementation.”

The CBSE also stated that schools are encouraged to use resources like the NCERT’s ‘Jadui Pitara’ (a box of fun,

story-based teaching materials) and digital textbooks in multiple languages. The learning approach will be play-

based and activity-oriented, especially at the pre-primary level.

According to the circular, implementation will begin in July 2025. Monthly progress reports will be required

starting July, and schools may be visited by academic observers to ensure smooth implementation.

Advertisement
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Prof Ram Puniyani

May 24, 2025

THE New Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is being implemented gradually. Apart from other things, the NEP focuses on

Indian knowledge systems and Indian traditions. The changes to history have deleted the Delhi Sultanate and

Mughal rule from the textbooks. A good seven centuries of history have been put into the dustbins, even as it is a

pretty long period by any standards.

While the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) had previously trimmed sections on the

Mughals and Delhi Sultanate – including detailed account of dynasties like Tughlaqs, Khiljis, Mamluks, and Lodis

and a two-page table on Mughal emperors’ achievements as part of its syllabus rationalisation during the COVID-19

pandemic in 2022-23, the new textbook has now removed all references to them.

All references to the Delhi Sultanate and Mughal rulers have been deleted from the 7th standard textbook. In

addition to the other books, wherever the references to Muslim rule are, that stands deleted. What also stands

deleted is the reference to post-Mumbai (1992-93 violence), post-Gujarat violence (2002), the references to

Nathuram Godse being a trained pracharak (propagandist) of the RSS, the ban on RSS in the aftermath of Mahatma

Gandhi’s murder, among others. While Kumbh Mela finds a place, the stampede causing the death of scores of

people and the Delhi station stampede have no place in the new scheme.

All this began with the COVID period when the pandemic offered a pretext to reduce the burden on students. It was

followed by ‘rationalisation’, which meant deletion of these portions, causing discomfort to the Hindu nationalist

ideology.

For the demonisation of Muslims and spreading hate against them, the Mughals have been projected as major

villains of our history. Some earlier kings, like Alauddin Khilji, have also been under the hammer of the Hindutva

narrative. So far, the demonisation of Muslims was structured around the destruction of temples by Muslim kings,

contested vehemently by rational historians. The spread of Islam by Muslim rulers using their swords was another

pillar of this vilification campaign. This is completely off the mark, as conversions to Islam took place due to social

interaction with Muslim Arab traders to begin with. Later, many from the low castes embraced Islam to escape the

tyranny of the caste system.

The ideology of Hindutva has gone to the extent of presenting this period as a dark era, likening it to a Holocaust

against Hindus. No doubt, the era of the kingdoms is replete with wars for political reasons. Kings always wanted to

expand their regimes, and in the process, many people were killed. To call it a holocaust is totally off the mark. The

Hindutva narrative takes off from the communal historiography introduced by the British to pursue their ‘divide and

rule’ policy. In this, all the motives of the kings are related to religion, and rulers are presented as representing the

whole religious community.

The Hindu communal historiography took it further by claiming that Muslims and Christians were ‘foreigners’ who

had tormented Hindus. The Muslim communal historiography presented the other side of the coin, where Muslims

are regarded as rulers and Hindus as the subjugated populace.

The later trajectory of this logic helped the British to divide our composite land into India and Pakistan. Vinayak

Damodar Savarkar articulated that there are two nations in this country, and Muhammad Ali Jinnah went on to

demand a separate country for Muslims, Pakistan. Pakistan fell into the trap of Muslim communalism right from the

word go. The textbooks in that country related the beginning of Pakistan’s ideology with Mohammad bin Qasim in

the 7th century. Today, their history books have completely deleted any reference to Hindu rulers. The hate that

Muslim communalism spread against the Hindus peaked with their school texts removing all the references to

Hindu kings and their culture.

In a way, India, during the last three decades, has been walking in the footprints of Pakistan. The mirror image of

Pakistan’s trajectory is being copied, probably to the last comma. This point was highlighted by Pakistan’s poet
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Fahmida Riyaz. In the aftermath of the Babri Masjid demolition, she wrote: “Arre Tum Bhi Ham Jaise Nikle, Ab Tak

Kahan Chupe the Bhai’ (Oh! you have also turned out like us, where were you hiding so far?).

Before the Hindutva ideology came to control the Indian education, the RSS shakhas were spreading the communal

version of society through multiple mechanisms like its Shakha Bauddhis, Ekal Vidyalays, Shishu Mandirs. In due

course, mainstream media and social media also came to its service.

As such, culture is a continuously evolving process. During the period of history under the hammer of Hindutva, a

lot of social changes took place. Apart from the architecture, the food habits, dress, and literature, the synthesis in

the field of religion, the noble traditions of Bhakti and Sufi traditions took root. It was during this period that

Sikhism emerged and flourished.

Now this political ideology may have to change the track. With Muslim rulers out of the way, how will they demonise

the Muslims now? Newer techniques may be on the way to substitute Aurangzeb or Babar, as now they will be

defunct!

History is very central to the concept of nationalism. Erich Fromm points out that ‘History is to nationalism what

poppy is to the opium addict’. Since the BJP came to power as the NDA in 1998, the major thing they did was called

the “saffronisation of education”. Here, history has been presented with the narrative of glorious and brave Hindu

kings versus evil and aggressive Muslim kings. The charge has been that so far, history has been written by Leftists,

who focused on Delhi rulers and who were pro-Muslim. The point is that textbooks did present details of particular

dynasties depending on the historical length of their rule.

The history books of the decades of 1980s had a good deal of presentation of Hindu and Muslim kings. The narration

was not revolving just around religion, but the holistic view of communities was presented: trade, culture, literature,

among others.

Still, it is true that ruler, ‘king-centric history’ is not what we need to build our future. We need to focus on diverse

sections of society, Dalits, women, Adivasis and artisans who do not find much place in such narratives.

____________

Ram Puniyani is an eminent author, activist and a former professor at IIT Mumbai. The views expressed here are

personal and Clarion India does not necessarily share or subscribe to them.
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Prayagraj: In a move to upgrade the

quality of education in Uttar Pradesh's

govt schools, the state's basic education

department is implementing the

National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT)

curriculum in its primary and upper

primary schools.Currently, the NCERT

curriculum was fully customised and introduced in Class 3 across approximately

1.57 lakh schools, with the process being tailored to suit the regional context of

Uttar Pradesh from the academic session 2025-26.

This strategic reform affects around 1.11 lakh primary schools and nearly 45,000

upper primary schools . Textbooks for Class 3 have been already dispatched to

various districts and are being distributed to all schools in a phased manner.

As part of the next phase of this reform, the state is now preparing to implement

the NCERT curriculum in Class 4 starting from the 2026-27 academic session. The

subjects selected for customisation include Mathematics, Hindi, Urdu, and ‘Hamāra

Adbhut Sansār' (Our Wonderful World – a social studies subject).

Textbooks for Class 4 english-medium subjects are currently under review. For

Hindi-medium schools, only the Hindi and Social Studies books were made

available so far.

Once the customisation is completed, the updated textbooks will be submitted to

the State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) for review and

approval. Following this, they will be published and distributed well ahead of the

new academic session to ensure that students receive the materials on time.

It is important to note that although seven NCERT textbooks are typically taught

in Class 4, subjects like Physical Education and Art are currently not offered in

most council-run schools. Therefore, these will not be included in the curriculum at

this stage.

This phased implementation marks a pivotal step in standardising education

across Uttar Pradesh and aligning it more closely with national academic

standards, while ensuring regional relevance through customised content.
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CBSE has directed all affiliated schools to implement NCF-2023 language guidelines from
the 2025–26 academic session. Schools must use the mother tongue or familiar regional
language as the medium of instruction at the Foundational and Preparatory Stages. A...Read More

In a major step towards transforming

language learning in early education,

the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has directed all

affiliated schools to implement the

language instruction provisions under

the National Curriculum Framework for

School Education (NCF-2023) from the

academic session 2025–26.The board

has specifically emphasised the use of

the mother tongue or home language as the medium of instruction in the

Foundational and Preparatory Stages of schooling.

In a press release issued this week, CBSE instructed schools to initiate language

mapping exercises for students immediately and complete the formation of a NCF

Implementation Committee by the end of May 2025. The directive forms part of

the broader alignment with NEP 2020, which prioritises equity, inclusion, and

cognitive development through multilingual education.

Emphasis on R1 as medium of instruction

According to the CBSE, the first language of literacy (R1) should ideally be the

student’s mother tongue or a familiar regional or state language. “R1 must serve

as the medium of instruction until foundational literacy in another language is

achieved,” CBSE quoted from NCF-2023 (Part C, page 239). The board

acknowledged that in cases where the mother tongue is not practical due to

classroom diversity or lack of written tradition, the state language may serve as

R1.

The CBSE clarified that at the Foundational Stage (Pre-primary to Grade 2, ages

3–8), the child’s home language should be the primary medium of instruction.

Schools must ensure children achieve foundational literacy in R1, including the

ability to read fluently, comprehend texts, and write short sentences expressing

personal experiences.

In addition, students should begin acquiring a second language (R2) through oral

exposure. By the end of this stage, children are expected to understand and speak

both R1 and R2, though literacy is only expected in R1.

Learning resources and pedagogy

For pre-primary levels (Balvatika), CBSE encouraged the use of play-based

resources like Jadui Pitara and E-Jadui Pitara, available in several Indian

languages. For Grades 1 and 2, NCERT textbooks are recommended, with print
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editions available in Hindi, Urdu, and English, and digital versions in multiple other

languages on the NCERT website.

At the Preparatory Stage (Grades 3–5, ages 8–11), students may continue

learning in R1, though schools may allow a shift to R2 if the child has acquired

sufficient literacy in it. CBSE referred to Section 1.6.1(d), page 36 of NCF-2023,

noting that “since it is in R1 that literacy is first attained, it must be used as the

medium of instruction for other subjects”.

Students at this stage are expected to develop advanced reading and writing

skills, communicate using complex sentence structures, and engage in various

written formats such as posters, dialogues, poems, and short paragraphs. For R2,

the focus remains on oral fluency, reading comprehension, and emerging writing

abilities.

Support for children with special needs

CBSE reiterated the mandate under the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act,

2016, stating that suitable curriculum and assessment modifications must be

made. These include providing extra time in exams, scribe assistance, and

exemption from second and third language requirements, as per Clause 17(i) of

Chapter III.

Implementation plan and timelines

Schools must adhere to the following action plan:

• By May 31, 2025: Formation of NCF Implementation Committee

• By end of summer break: Completion of language mapping, curriculum

realignment, and teacher training

• By July 2025: Begin implementation

• From July 5, 2025: Submit monthly progress reports via the link

https://forms.gle/1eL7szFn33RugVPA8

Academic observers may visit schools to offer support and guidance throughout

the transition.

Quoting the CBSE, “This is not just a curricular shift—it is a pedagogical

commitment to India’s linguistic and cultural diversity and unity.” Schools are

expected to preserve linguistic dignity while ensuring exposure to multiple

languages in a structured and meaningful manner.

Read the official notice 
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CBSE's new language rule: Board asks schools to
use mother tongue as medium of instruction for

these stages; Check what it means

Synopsis
The CBSE has directed affiliated schools to implement NCF-2023 language provisions,
emphasizing mother tongue instruction in Foundational and Preparatory Stages from
2025-26. Schools must conduct language mapping, form implementation committees
by May 2025, and prioritize foundational literacy in the student's first language. This
initiative aligns with NEP 2020, promoting multilingual education and supporting
students with special needs through curriculum modifications.

In a significant move to enhance

language learning in early education,

the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has instructed all

affiliated schools to adopt the language

instruction guidelines outlined in the

National Curriculum Framework for

School Education (NCF-2023), starting

from the 2025–26 academic session.

The board has placed particular emphasis on using the mother tongue or

home language as the medium of instruction during the Foundational and

Preparatory Stages of schooling.

The CBSE clarified that at the Foundational Stage (Pre-primary to Grade 2,

ages 3–8), the child’s home language should be the primary medium of

instruction.

In a press release, the CBSE has directed schools to begin language mapping

exercises for students without delay and to complete the formation of an NCF

Implementation Committee by the end of May 2025. This directive is part of a

larger effort to align with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which

emphasises equity, inclusion, and cognitive growth through multilingual

education.
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According to the CBSE, the first language of literacy (R1) should ideally be the

student’s mother tongue or a familiar regional or state language. “R1 must

serve as the medium of instruction until foundational literacy in another

language is achieved,” CBSE quoted from NCF-2023 (Part C, page 239). The

board acknowledged that in cases where the mother tongue is not practical

due to classroom diversity or lack of written tradition, the state language may

serve as R1.

Schools must ensure children achieve foundational literacy in R1, including

the ability to read fluently, comprehend texts, and write short sentences

expressing personal experiences.

In addition, students should begin acquiring a second language (R2) through

oral exposure. By the end of this stage, children are expected to understand

and speak both R1 and R2, though literacy is only expected in R1.

What are CBSE's suggestions?

For pre-primary levels (Balvatika), CBSE encouraged the use of play-based

resources like Jadui Pitara and E-Jadui Pitara, available in several Indian

languages. For Grades 1 and 2, NCERT textbooks are recommended, with print

editions available in Hindi, Urdu, and English, and digital versions in multiple

other languages on the NCERT website.

At the Preparatory Stage (Grades 3–5, ages 8–11), students may continue

learning in R1, though schools may allow a shift to R2 if the child has acquired

sufficient literacy in it. CBSE referred to Section 1.6.1(d), page 36 of NCF-2023,

noting that “since it is in R1 that literacy is first attained, it must be used as

the medium of instruction for other subjects”.

Students at this stage are expected to develop advanced reading and writing

skills, communicate using complex sentence structures, and engage in various

written formats such as posters, dialogues, poems, and short paragraphs. For

R2, the focus remains on oral fluency, reading comprehension, and emerging
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writing abilities.

Implementation plan and timelines

• By May 31, 2025: Formation of NCF Implementation Committee

• By end of summer break: Completion of language mapping, curriculum

realignment, and teacher training

• By July 2025: Begin implementation

• From July 5, 2025: Submit monthly progress reports via the link

https://forms.gle/1eL7szFn33RugVPA8

(You can now subscribe to our Economic Times WhatsApp channel)

READ MORE NEWS ON

CBSE Mother Tongue Instruction R1 Language Medium Instruction NEP 2020 Language Policy

Cbse Mother Tongue Rule Cbse New Curriculum

(Catch all the Business News, Breaking News, Budget 2025 Events and La

ADD COMMENT

...more

Investment Ideas Stock Report Plus ePaper Wealth Edition

Jolt to Çelebi could
turn a big gain for
this Indian firm…

What’s slowing
Indian IT's AI
deals? The answer…

Why high gold
prices are making
both banks and…

This is t
why Inf
termina

Prime Exclusives

View all Stories

2. Mukul Dev's cause of death:
He was depressed and didn’t
take care of his health, reveals
Vindu Dara Singh

3. Vat Savitri 2025: Check date,
time, puja rituals, significance
and other details

4. RBSE 10th Result 2025 today
at rajresults.nic.in? Check
steps to download scorecard
via roll number, alternate
sites, other details

5. Not OTP or links, but hackers
now use WhatsApp images
for fraud; Check details here

277 / 358

https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/
https://m.economictimes.com/news/newsblogs/imd-weather-today-live-updates-monsoon-rainfall-alert-bihar-delhi-mumbai-kerala-pune-bangalore-rainfall-forecast/liveblog/121401864.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/markets/ipos/fpos/belrise-industries-ipo-allotment-to-be-finalised-today-heres-how-to-check-status-gmp-and-listing-date/articleshow/121407388.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/markets/ipos/fpos/aegis-vopak-terminals-ipo-opens-for-subscription-should-you-apply/articleshow/121406083.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/bengaluru-news/bengaluru-rains-get-ready-for-another-week-of-rains-as-imd-predicts-showers-till-may-31/articleshow/121403559.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/new-updates/jharkhand-board-result-2025-class-10th-12th-at-jacresults-com-check-result-release-date-and-time-scoreboard-at-jacresults-com-and-jac-jharkhand-gov-in/articleshow/121389391.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/new-updates/upsc-prelims-2025-today-exam-timings-admit-card-guidelines-and-what-to-carry/articleshow/121388411.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/international/global-trends/who-was-dave-shapiro-sound-talent-group-co-founder-killed-in-san-diego-plane-crash/articleshow/121349682.cms
https://m.economictimes.com/news/international/us/u-s-stock-market-futures-wall-street-rebounds-as-dow-sp-500-and-nasdaq-rise-top-gainers-losers-investor-picks-and-caution-ahead/articleshow/121340125.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indian-railway-finance-corporation-ltd/stocks/companyid-12523.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/suzlon-energy-ltd/stocks/companyid-1209.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/indian-renewable-energy-development-agency-ltd/stocks/companyid-4517.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/tata-motors-ltd/stocks/companyid-12934.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/yes-bank-ltd/stocks/companyid-16552.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/standard-deviation-variance-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/calculators/income-tax-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/age-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/wealth/calculators/sip-calculator
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/time-calculator
https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va54SU83rZZYg2XcdM0K
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/cbse-mother-tongue-instruction
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/r1-language-medium-instruction
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/nep-2020-language-policy
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/cbse-mother-tongue-rule
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/topic/cbse-new-curriculum
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/breakingnewslist.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/budget
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/latest-news
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/investment-ideas?source=homepage&medium=investment_ideas&campaign=prime_discovery
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/markets/benefits/stockreportsplus?source=freearticleshow&medium=sr_plus&campaign=prime_discovery
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/timesepaper/publication-the-economic-times,city-delhi.cms?source=freearticleshow&medium=epaper_pdf&campaign=prime_discovery
https://epaper.indiatimes.com/wealth_edition.cms?source=freearticleshow&medium=wealth_edition&campaign=prime_discovery
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/transportation/jolt-to-elebi-could-turn-a-big-gain-for-this-indian-firm-that-once-had-deep-turkish-ties/primearticleshow/121396926.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/technology-and-startups/whats-slowing-indian-its-ai-deals-the-answer-is-hidden-in-just-two-words-/primearticleshow/121396455.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/fintech-and-bfsi/why-high-gold-prices-are-making-both-banks-and-their-borrowers-smile/primearticleshow/121356599.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime/technology-and-startups/this-is-the-reason-why-infosys-terminated-hundreds-of-freshers-in-mysuru/primearticleshow/121143008.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/prime
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/mukul-devs-death-reason-he-was-depressed-and-didnt-take-care-of-his-health-reveals-vindu-dara-singh/articleshow/121378317.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/vat-savitri-2025-check-date-time-puja-rituals-significance-and-other-details/articleshow/121391337.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/rbse-10th-result-2025-date-time-rajasthan-board-10th-result-direct-link-to-check-result-at-rajeduboard-rajasthan-gov-in-rajeduboard-rajresults/articleshow/121389546.cms
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/new-updates/not-otp-or-links-but-hackers-now-use-whatsapp-images-for-fraud-check-details-here/articleshow/121393609.cms


Home ETPrime Markets Market Data News Industry SME Politics Wealth MF Tech AI Careers Opinion NRI Panache •
•

India IPL 2025 Web Stories Economy Politics Newsblogs Elections Defence More

Business News › News › New Updates › CBSE's new language rule: Board asks schools to use mother tongue as medium of instruction for these stages; Check what it means

CBSE's new language rule: Board asks schools to
use mother tongue as medium of instruction for

these stages; Check what it means

Synopsis
The CBSE has directed affiliated schools to implement NCF-2023 language provisions,
emphasizing mother tongue instruction in Foundational and Preparatory Stages from
2025-26. Schools must conduct language mapping, form implementation committees
by May 2025, and prioritize foundational literacy in the student's first language. This
initiative aligns with NEP 2020, promoting multilingual education and supporting
students with special needs through curriculum modifications.

In a significant move to enhance

language learning in early education,

the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has instructed all

affiliated schools to adopt the language

instruction guidelines outlined in the

National Curriculum Framework for

School Education (NCF-2023), starting

from the 2025–26 academic session.

The board has placed particular emphasis on using the mother tongue or

home language as the medium of instruction during the Foundational and

Preparatory Stages of schooling.

The CBSE clarified that at the Foundational Stage (Pre-primary to Grade 2,

ages 3–8), the child’s home language should be the primary medium of

instruction.

In a press release, the CBSE has directed schools to begin language mapping

exercises for students without delay and to complete the formation of an NCF

Implementation Committee by the end of May 2025. This directive is part of a

larger effort to align with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which

emphasises equity, inclusion, and cognitive growth through multilingual

education.
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According to the CBSE, the first language of literacy (R1) should ideally be the

student’s mother tongue or a familiar regional or state language. “R1 must

serve as the medium of instruction until foundational literacy in another

language is achieved,” CBSE quoted from NCF-2023 (Part C, page 239). The

board acknowledged that in cases where the mother tongue is not practical

due to classroom diversity or lack of written tradition, the state language may

serve as R1.

Schools must ensure children achieve foundational literacy in R1, including

the ability to read fluently, comprehend texts, and write short sentences

expressing personal experiences.

In addition, students should begin acquiring a second language (R2) through

oral exposure. By the end of this stage, children are expected to understand

and speak both R1 and R2, though literacy is only expected in R1.

What are CBSE's suggestions?

For pre-primary levels (Balvatika), CBSE encouraged the use of play-based

resources like Jadui Pitara and E-Jadui Pitara, available in several Indian

languages. For Grades 1 and 2, NCERT textbooks are recommended, with print

editions available in Hindi, Urdu, and English, and digital versions in multiple

other languages on the NCERT website.

At the Preparatory Stage (Grades 3–5, ages 8–11), students may continue

learning in R1, though schools may allow a shift to R2 if the child has acquired

sufficient literacy in it. CBSE referred to Section 1.6.1(d), page 36 of NCF-2023,

noting that “since it is in R1 that literacy is first attained, it must be used as

the medium of instruction for other subjects”.

Students at this stage are expected to develop advanced reading and writing

skills, communicate using complex sentence structures, and engage in various

written formats such as posters, dialogues, poems, and short paragraphs. For

R2, the focus remains on oral fluency, reading comprehension, and emerging
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Implementation plan and timelines

• By May 31, 2025: Formation of NCF Implementation Committee

• By end of summer break: Completion of language mapping, curriculum

realignment, and teacher training

• By July 2025: Begin implementation

• From July 5, 2025: Submit monthly progress reports via the link

https://forms.gle/1eL7szFn33RugVPA8
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Mann Ki Baat: PM Modi Hails CBSE’s Initiative Of Installing ‘Sugar
Boards’ In Schools

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Sunday lauded the recent CBSE directive mandating
schools affiliated with the board across the country to install ‘Sugar Boards’ to educate
students about the risks of excessive sugar consumption.

“You must have seen blackboards in schools, but now sugar boards are also being
installed—not blackboards, but sugar boards,” the Prime Minister said during the 122nd
episode of his monthly ‘Mann Ki Baat’ address to the nation.

The initiative by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), PM Modi said, is aimed
at making children aware of their sugar intake and helping them choose healthier
options.

“By understanding how much sugar should be consumed and how much is actually
being consumed, children have started choosing healthy options themselves,” he said.

The Prime Minister emphasized that the initiative would help inculcate healthy lifestyle
habits from an early age, underlining the importance of a Fit India.

“This is a unique effort, and its impact will be very positive. It can prove to be extremely
helpful in fostering healthy lifestyle habits from childhood,” he said.

“Many parents have appreciated the move, and I believe similar initiatives should be
implemented in offices, canteens, and other institutions. After all, if there is health, there is

281 / 358



everything. Fit India is the foundation of a strong India,” he added.

The CBSE’s move to introduce Sugar Boards comes amid growing concerns over rising
cases of Type 2 diabetes among school students, primarily due to high sugar
consumption.

Acting on recommendations from the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR), the CBSE has directed all affiliated schools to install Sugar Boards by July 15,
2025.

The decision comes in response to an alarming trend of children being diagnosed with
Type 2 diabetes—a condition previously seen almost exclusively in adults—along with
increasing rates of childhood obesity and other sugar-related health issues.

The Sugar Boards are intended to visually represent the amount of sugar present in
commonly consumed snacks and beverages, comparing it with the recommended daily
intake.

They will display:

-The recommended daily sugar intake

-Sugar content in popular junk foods and drinks

-Health risks associated with excessive sugar consumption

-Healthier food alternatives

“Over the past decade, there has been a significant increase in Type 2 diabetes among
children, largely due to the easy availability of sugary snacks, beverages, and processed
foods in school environments,” the CBSE circular noted.

In addition, schools have been instructed to organize awareness seminars and
workshops to promote healthy dietary habits among students.

This initiative, guided by the NCPCR, is designed to promote informed food choices and
long-term well-being.
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Bengaluru: With schools across

Karnataka set to reopen on May 29,

preparations are on to ensure a smooth

start to the academic year. As of this

week, 75% of textbooks have already

reached the designated educational

blocks, to be transported onward to

individual schools, Karnataka Textbook

Society (KTBS) confirmed.

KTBS managing director Prema HM said: "Three-fourths of the textbooks have

already been sent to the blocks concerned, and they'll be supplied to the schools.

We've given transportation charts to each block. What is pending is the diaries and

workbooks, some minority languages."

The academic calendar remains unchanged, with classes resuming as scheduled.

To help reduce the weight of school bags, books have been printed in two parts, a

practice continued from last year. "The National Council of Educational Research

and Training (NCERT) revised certain books like the class 6 maths and science

books. We've also supplied the new books," said Prema.

In all, 801 textbook titles are being printed across seven mediums of instruction,

including 11 language books. The distribution is split into two categories: Free and

sales. In the free category, more than 6 crore books are being supplied, while the

sales category accounts for more than 3.7 crore.

A marginal price increase of 2 paise per page has been implemented this year.

Trilok Chandra, commissioner, department of school education and literacy, said

uniform distribution is also on track and will be completed by the time schools

reopen.

Temporary arrangement

To address the ongoing shortage of teachers in govt-run primary and high schools,

the department has appointed 51,000 guest lecturers for the 2025-26 academic

year. These appointments are temporary and will remain in place either until

permanent teachers are recruited and posted, or until the end of school year,

whichever is earlier.

Of the total appointments, 40,000 are earmarked for primary schools, with the

remaining 11,000 set to join high schools.
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"This is crucial to bridge the immediate gap in teaching staff and ensure our

students don't suffer because of a lack of teachers. Our priority is to ensure

quality education is accessible from day one of the academic year," school

education minister Madhu Bangarappa said.

The govt has also instructed education officials to prepare a detailed proposal

outlining the honorarium structure for these guest lecturers. This will include a

breakdown of their deployment across districts and taluks.

BOX

STUDENT BUS PASSES

BMTC has initiated the annual process for issuing concessional student bus passes

for academic year 2025-26. Applications will be accepted from May 26 via the

Seva Sindhu portal, with physical issuance of passes beginning on June 1.

The online application process requires students to upload relevant documents,

including proof of admission and residential address. Aside from applying online

through Seva Sindhu, BMTC has designated several locations across Bengaluru —

Kempegowda bus station, Kengeri TTMC, Shantinagar TTMC, Hoskote, Electronics

City depot 19, and the KSRTC bus station in Anekal — for students to apply.

Services at these centres will be available daily from 8am to 6.30pm.

A key provision this year is the continuation of Shakti scheme, which offers free

travel on ordinary BMTC buses for female students living in Karnataka.

End of Article
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6 min read

Signalling the Centre’s intent to make teaching in the mother tongue mandatory at the primary level in the future, the

Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has asked all affiliated schools to map students’ mother tongues “at the

earliest” and align instructional materials accordingly before the end of the summer break.

Currently, English is the dominant language of instruction in primary classes in CBSE schools across the country. The

CBSE is the largest national school board with over 30,000 schools affiliated to it.

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

From pre-primary to class 5: CBSE sets
stage for teaching in mother tongue,
asks schools to map languages
Currently, English is the dominant language of instruction in primary classes in CBSE schools
across the country. The CBSE is the largest national school board with over 30,000 schools
affiliated to it.

Written by Abhinaya Harigovind Following

New Delhi | Updated: May 26, 2025 07:25 IST

Implementing the CBSE’s instructions may prove to be a challenge in cities with mobile populations like Delhi, where people have migrated from
across the country. Finding a common mother tongue — or even a common regional language — for a classroom with children from diverse
linguistic backgrounds will not be easy. (File)
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The CBSE circular states that from pre-primary to Class 2 — called the ‘foundational stage’ under the National

Education Policy 2020 — teaching should be in the child’s home language, mother tongue, or a familiar regional

language. This language, referred to as ‘R1’, should ideally be the mother tongue. If that’s not practical, it can be the

state language, as long as it’s familiar to the child, the circular adds.

For classes 3 to 5, the circular says students may continue to learn in R1 (mother tongue/ familiar regional language),

or may be given the option of studying in a medium other than R1 (that is, R2).

Although the circular, dated May 22, states that teaching in the mother tongue may “commence from July”, it leaves

room for flexibility for schools that may need more time to transition.

This is the first time the CBSE has indicated it may make mother tongue-based teaching compulsory in its schools.

Until now, following the release of the NEP 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023,

the Board had only encouraged its use through advisory circulars.

Both NEP 2020 and NCFSE 2023 recommend using the mother tongue in early education, especially at the

foundational stage, up to the age of eight years. “Since children learn concepts most rapidly and deeply in their home

language, the primary medium of instruction would optimally be the child’s home language/ mother tongue/ familiar

language,” the NCFSE 2023 states.

Students in Classes 1 and 2 primarily study two languages and mathematics, a CBSE official said, adding that the

circular means mathematics instruction in these classes can now be in the mother tongue or a familiar regional

language.

At this stage, the focus is on familiarising students with two spoken languages — R1 and R2 (a language other than R1)

— the circular states. A senior official in the Ministry of Education said that NCERT’s textbooks for Classes 1 and 2 are

already available in 22 Indian languages, and textbooks for higher classes are being translated.

The circular asks all schools to form an ‘NCF implementation committee’ by the end of May. This committee will map

students’ mother tongues, align language resources, and guide curriculum adjustments. Schools have also been asked

to complete the language mapping exercise at the earliest.

“By the end of summer break, schools should achieve realignment of the curriculum and teaching materials to reflect

the use of R1 as MoI (medium of instruction), and to ensure structured introduction of R2 at appropriate stage.

Teacher orientation and training workshops should also be completed before the implementation begins, focusing on

multilingual pedagogy, classroom strategies and language-sensitive assessment,” the circular reads.

While implementation may commence from July this year, the circular also states that schools which require time to

transition may avail of additional time to ensure resources are available, teachers are allocated, and curriculum is

realigned. “However, care may be taken that the implementation is not inordinately delayed,” it says.
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The CBSE has asked schools to submit monthly progress reports to it, starting from July. “Schools may also be visited

by academic observers for support and guidance,” the circular states.

Pointing out that the circular is meant to ensure that schools make an effort towards language instruction, the CBSE

official said they are to begin collating their resources, and will have to indicate a time-frame if they need additional

time. While schools with more resources are not expected to run into hurdles, smaller ones may need more time to

ensure resources are available, the official said.

The official in the Ministry of Education, meanwhile, said the NCFSE asks that students be offered the option of

learning in the mother tongue, and the CBSE circular marks a beginning in that direction. The mapping will decide

which languages are taught in a school, the official said.

Meanwhile, Ameeta Mulla Wattal, Chairperson and Executive Director, DLF Foundation Schools, pointed to the

challenges schools could face in implementing the CBSE’s instructions.

The challenge

“Choosing a single R1 can be difficult. Some students may feel alienated if their home language is not chosen. Maybe

for the sake of convenience, parents might say let’s carry on with Hindi, though our mother tongue is different.

Families may also prefer English-medium instruction. There may be a conflict between home aspirations and school

policies. Transition to the mother tongue would have to be gradual, and well-supported. Also, how are classrooms to

be structured, if there are students from different linguistic backgrounds,” she said.

“Gurgaon, for instance, has a particularly mobile population. There are young people coming in from all states, and

there’s a variety of languages in Gurgaon. Accessing the linguistic profile of the student can itself be difficult —

parents will have to declare what they speak, sometimes parents may not be speaking the mother tongue at home. In

urban spaces, you have mixed-language classrooms and our resources are limited. We will have to recruit teachers

who not only know the language but also know how to teach in that language. We will have to engage with parents,

and have an orientation to explain the rationale of this,” she said.

Sudha Acharya, Principal, ITL Public School, Dwarka said: “We did a language mapping in April. The most spoken

regional language is Hindi. For us, R1 will be Hindi and R2 will be English. Here, in the foundational stage, it is always

bilingual. When children come in at three years, they usually speak the language that is spoken at home. For classes 3

to 5, classroom instruction may be bilingual, but we are an English medium school and our medium of instruction is

English. So for these classes, we will stick to English.”

EXPLAINED

TAGS: CBSE Central Board Of Secondary Education English Language
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India moves ahead with global education push as
five foreign universities get campus approval

Synopsis
India's ambition to become a global education hub is gaining momentum as five
foreign universities have received approval to establish campuses, focusing on STEM
and management courses. This initiative, driven by the National Education Policy 2020,
aims to retain Indian students and attract international learners, fostering a dynamic
and internationally connected education ecosystem.

India’s plan to become a global

education hub is progressing steadily.

Five foreign universities have recently

received Letters of Intent (LoIs) to open

campuses in the country, Union

Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan confirmed. These approvals

were granted after evaluation by the

University Grants Commission (UGC),

as per a report by The Times of India.

The universities include Victoria University and Western Sydney University

from Australia, University of Liverpool from the UK, Illinois Institute of

Technology from the US, and Istituto Europeo di Design from Italy. An

additional six applications are currently being reviewed by the Liberalized

Degree Campuses (LDC) committee.

So far, three foreign universities have already established campuses in India.

These include Deakin University and University of Wollongong from Australia

at Gujarat’s GIFT City, and the University of Southampton from the UK in

Gurgaon.
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“Several universities are in the pipeline. Out of them, five have received LoIs.

As per my knowledge, six more are under scrutiny and being evaluated by our

LDC committee,” Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan told TOI in

an exclusive interview. “We’ve engaged with several top global universities

with high QS rankings and strong funding — only such universities will be

considered. They must meet all our criteria,” he added.

The new campuses are expected to focus on courses in science, technology,

engineering, mathematics (STEM), and management — areas marked as

national priorities.

You Might Also Like:

Cabinet ministers to CEOs: Prominent Indians who
studied at Harvard before Trump’s foreign student ban

This development follows regulatory changes introduced under the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The policy supports the entry of foreign

universities by easing regulations and allowing them to set up independent

campuses, design their own curricula, and admit students on their own terms.

These changes are aimed at creating a more open and flexible higher

education system in India.

At the state level, efforts are also underway. Last week, the Maharashtra

government signed a memorandum of understanding with York University

from Canada during the Web Summit, signalling growing state-level interest

in international academic partnerships.

“Our intention is not just to allow foreign universities to come, but to bring in

the best,” said Pradhan. He called the recent approvals “a confirmation of

India’s growing global reputation in education.”

India is also expanding its presence abroad. IIT Madras has opened a campus

in Zanzibar, while IIT Delhi is setting up one in Abu Dhabi. These moves

reflect India’s shift from a student-sending nation to a knowledge-exporting

country.
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New study uncovers the world’s most and least satisfying
jobs, and the results will shock you: Is it not about money
or status?

One of the government’s aims is to retain Indian students who would

otherwise study abroad, saving costs for families and building local capacity.

It also hopes to attract international students from neighbouring countries.

“This is about making world-class education accessible at home,” said

Pradhan.

If the current momentum continues, India could soon see a dynamic mix of

foreign and Indian universities operating together — building a strong,

internationally connected education ecosystem.

(With inputs from TOI)
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15 Foreign Universities To Set Up Campuses In India This Academic Year:
Education Minister Pradhan

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has said that around 15 foreign universities will be coming to establish their
campuses in India by this academic year. He said, in this regard, the government has permitted foreign universities. Mr.
Pradhan highlighted this while addressing the letter of intent handover ceremony to the United Kingdom’s Liverpool
University in New Delhi today. He described this partnership as a symbolic gesture and a reauthorization of India’s
emergence as a trusted partner in global higher education. Speaking to the media, the Minister said Liverpool University
will be operational from next year. He informed that two Australian-based universities have started their academic sessions
in Gujarat.
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In a significant reform, the DGCA has recommended allowing arts and commerce
students to pursue commercial pilot licenses, ending the three-decade-long requirement
for science backgrounds. This proposal, sent to the aviation ministry, aims to amend rules...Read More

NEW DELHI: In a major reform, the

Directorate General of Civil Aviation

(DGCA) has given its nod to changing

the educational requirements for

becoming a commercial pilot in India by

proposing to allow class 12 pass outs

from arts and commerce streams to

also pursue this course.And no longer

limit commercial pilot licence (CPL) training to science students alone, as it has

been for almost three decades now.

The regulator has sent its recommendation to the Union aviation ministry, which

after finalising the amendment, will send the same to the law ministry. That

ministry is to notify changes in the current rules which, as of now, require a

student to mandatorily have physics and maths in class 12 for CPL training. Once

cleared, all class 12 pass outs — subject to clearing medical fitness and other tests

— will be eligible to become commercial pilots in India.

“The DGCA recommendation has been sent to the aviation ministry. Once they

finalise it, this ministry will send in to the law ministry to notify the change. When

that happens, the change will come into effect,” said a senior official. TOI had first

reported the move to allow arts and commerce students to do CPL training in

India on April 18, 2025.

Since mid 1990s, CPL training in India is open only for science & maths students.

Before that, 10th pass (matric) was the only educational requirement for doing

CPL here Senior captains say no country other than India has this requirement
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Should the DGCA further relax educational requirements for other aviation roles?

Yes, it should promote inclusivity.

No, maintain current standards.
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CPL here. Senior captains say no country other than India has this requirement.

They term it an archaic requirement that needs to go as the level of physics and

maths knowledge required by pilots is imparted in junior classes itself. Over the

last 30 years, many arts and commerce students were forced to give Class 12

exam for physics and maths from open school to be eligible for CPL training.

Aware of the likely spurt in number of students opting for CPL training once this

rule is amended, aviation authorities have already started work on improving

flying schools in India. The long time for CPL flying along with questionable safety

and training standards of many flying schools in India forces a large number of

students to head abroad every year to pursue this expensive course.

DGCA chief Faiz Ahmed Kidwai on May 16 directed all flying schools in the country

to “maintain a dedicated website for their organisation” which must have updated

information regarding several parameters that include, among other things, the

minimum and maximum time taken to complete 200 hours of flying; number of

aircraft, instructors, designated examiners, availability of ground school &

simulator. DGCA chief Faiz Ahmed Kidwai wants to bring in transparency about

flying training organisation (FTOs) so that the information being in public domain

based on which students will choose them will make them competitive, safer and

student-friendly.

On their part, FTOs point out a number of things that DGCA must do to make

flying training less painful in India. Becoming a pilot in India is anything but easy

— right from training stage to eventually getting a job. Most student pilots come

from middle-class families who have taken big loans to give wings to their

children’s dreams.

Senior pilots have a word of caution for all aspiring aviators. “Even after the

expensive CPL traning and endorsement, getting a job can take a long time. If you

are planning to become a pilot, the entire family must factor in the financial aspect

and the time lag in getting a job after the entire training is complete. The reality is

not as rosy as it seems for wannabe pilots.” they caution.

End of Article
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CBSE’s big shift: Prioritises mother

tongue in primary education, asks

schools to map languages ‘at the

earliest’
From Classes 3 to 5, students may continue learning in R1 or be offered the option of a

second instructional language, labeled ‘R2.’

Written by FE Education

May 25, 2025 08:34 IST

CBSE’s big shift: Prioritises mother tongue in primary education, asks schools to map

languages ‘at the earliest’. (Image: PTI)

Signaling a shift towards making mother tongue instruction mandatory at the

primary level, the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has directed all
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affiliated schools to begin mapping students’ mother tongues “at the earliest” and

realign instructional materials accordingly before the end of the summer break.

English currently dominates as the language of instruction in CBSE-affiliated

primary schools across India. With over 30,000 schools under its purview, CBSE is

the country’s largest national school board. In a circular dated May 22, the Board

has laid out its expectations in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,

emphasizing the use of the home language, mother tongue, or a familiar regional

language — collectively referred to as ‘R1’ — as the medium of instruction from pre-

primary to Class 2, termed the ‘foundational stage.’
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The circular clarifies that while R1 should ideally be the child’s mother tongue, the

state language may be used if it is more practical and familiar to the child. From

Classes 3 to 5, students may continue learning in R1 or be offered the option of a

second instructional language, labeled ‘R2.’
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Although the circular mentions that the use of the mother tongue “may

commence from July,” it allows flexibility for schools needing more time to adapt,

provided the transition is not unduly delayed.

This marks the first time CBSE has formally indicated a move towards making

mother tongue-based instruction mandatory. Previously, following the NEP 2020

and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE) 2023, the

Board had only encouraged the use of the mother tongue through advisory

notices.
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Both policy documents strongly advocate early education in the child’s home

language, especially up to the age of eight. “Since children learn concepts most

rapidly and deeply in their home language, the primary medium of instruction

would optimally be the child’s home language/ mother tongue/ familiar language,”

the NCFSE 2023 states.

Focus on multilingual learning in foundational years

A CBSE official noted that students in Classes 1 and 2 primarily study two languages

along with mathematics. Under the new guidelines, mathematics too may now be

taught in the mother tongue or a familiar regional language. The focus at this

stage, the circular states, is on familiarising students with both R1 and R2, the latter

being introduced gradually.
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The Ministry of Education official added that the National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) has already made textbooks for Classes 1 and 2

available in 22 Indian languages, and efforts are underway to translate textbooks for

higher grades.

To facilitate the transition, the CBSE has instructed schools to establish an ‘NCF

implementation committee’ by the end of May. This committee will be responsible

for mapping students’ mother tongues, aligning instructional materials, and

guiding curricular modifications. The circular urges schools to complete the

language mapping as soon as possible.
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“By the end of the summer break, schools should complete the realignment of

curriculum and teaching resources to reflect R1 as the medium of instruction, and

prepare for the structured introduction of R2 at the appropriate stage,” the circular

reads. It also emphasises the need for teacher orientation and training in

multilingual pedagogy, classroom strategies, and language-sensitive assessment

before implementation begins.
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Monthly reporting and monitoring begins July

Starting July, schools will be required to submit monthly progress reports to CBSE.

Academic observers may also visit schools to offer support and monitor progress.

While well-resourced schools may find the transition smoother, a CBSE official

acknowledged that smaller institutions might need more time and support.

Schools that require additional time must indicate a clear timeline, and ensure they

have the necessary resources and teacher capacity in place.
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The Hino 

Why are 'sugar boards' necessary in schools? 
How do 'sugar boards' teach children about the health risks associated with high sugar consumption? Has the National Commission for Protection of Child Rights stepped 

in? Is Type-2 diabetes prevalent in children in India? Has the Food Standards and Safety Authority of India formulated a High Fat, Salt and Sodium definition? 

EXPLAINER 

Maitri Porecha 

The story so far: 
-n order to check the sugar intake of 

school-going children, the Central 
Board of Secondary Education 
(CBSE) has instructed over 24,000 

affiliated schools across India to establish 
'sugar boards', where information is 
displayed for educating students about 
the risks of excessive sugar intake. 

What are 'sugar boards'? 
Two years ago, food influencer Revant 
Himatsingka appealed to schools through 
a video to start a 'sugar board' campaign, 
which involves a visual representation of 
the quantity of sugar contained in a bottle 
of aerated drink or packaged fruit juice. 
"Children need to learn in fun and 
interesting ways the perils of consuming 
excess sugar. So, in Do It Yourself (DIY) 
workshops with school children, we ask 
the students to stick, say for instance 
bottles of aerated drinks, or packaged 
juices, [on a paper/white board] and 
adjacent to that stick the quantity of sugar 
in a packet and number of teaspoons of 
sugar that go into the product," Mr. 
Himatsingka told The Hindu. For example, 
a 300 ml bottle of a popular aerated drink 
contains eight teaspoons of sugar, with 
one teaspoon of sugar being nearly four 
grams. Similarly, a popular brand of a 125 
ml packaged mango drink contains five 
teaspoons of sugar. 

Follow us facebook.com/thehindu 
tvitter.com/the hindu O instagram.com/the hindu 

'Sugar boards' provide essential 
information, including recommended 
sugar intake, the sugar content in 
commonly consumed d foods (such as junk 
food and cold drinks), health risks 
associated with high sugar consumption 
and healthier dietary alternatives. 

The CBSE has stated that schools may 
submit a brief report and photos of the 
activity on 'sugar boards till July 15. Mr. 
Himatsingka said that while many schools 
have already included 'sugar boards' in 
their activities, CBSE's directive will 

SUGAR 

Create awareness in nearly two crore 
students and d their families. 

Why are 'sugar boards' necessary? 
The National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights (NCPCR) has pushed for 
the introduction of a 'sugar board in all 
schoos, not only in those which are CBSE 
affiliated, but also in schools which are 
affiliated to various State boards. In a 
letter written to CBSE by NCPCR in March 
earlier this year, the chia de there 

body 
emphasised, "Over the past 
has beena significant increase in Type 2 

Diabetes among children, a condition 
primarily seen in adults. This alarming 
trend is attributable to high sugar intake.. 
easy availability of sugary snacks, 
beverages and processed foods within 
school environments" the letter states. 

While population-based data on Type-2 
diabetes among children and adolescents 

GETTY IMAGES 

are unavailable from India, it is estimated 
that the incidence of Type 2 Diabetes in 
the group is 397 per lakh population, next 
only to China which has 734 estimated 
cases per lakh. Speaking with The Hindu, 
Dr. Divya Gupta, gynaecologist and a 
member of NCPCR, said, �Studies 
indicate that sugar constitutes 13% of daily 
calorie intake for children aged 4 to 10 
years and 15% of those aged 11 to 18 years 
-substantially exceeding the 
recommended limit of 5%." 

What is India's regulatory stand? 
Official sources said that the Food 

Standards and Safety Authority of India 
(FSSAI) had convened a scientific panel of 
experts in April and May earlier this year, 
to decide on a High Fat, Salt and Sugar 
(HFSS) definition pertaining only to 
school meals. However, the FSSAI has still 
not set HFSS standards or finalised the 

health-star rating system', for 
front-ofpack labelling regulations. "In the 

meeting, we could not arrive at definition 
for HFSS for what comprises a school 
meal. Discussions are underway and it 
was decided that the HFSS definition for 
what comprises school meals cannot be 
different from that of packaged food. So a 
holistic HESS definition should be 
formulated" an official said. 

Currently, FSSAI has regulation for 
brands making food claims. For instance, 
a low sugar claim can only be made if a 
product contains not more than five gm 

100 gm. While there are Sugar 
reoulations in Dlace for making claims on 

packaged food, FSSAI has not fixed 
cut-offs for High Fat, Salt, Sugar 
consumption for the Indian population," 
the official said. India currently relies on 
World Health Organization (WHO) cut-offs 
for ideal HESS intake. For instance, WHO 
guidelines restrict daily sugar intake in 
adults and children to 25 grams (six 
teaspoons). However, experts argue that 
the Indian cut-off should be lower, and 
should be derived from indigenous data, 
as the genetic make-up of Indians make 
them more prone to heart attacks. We 
need epidemiological data, through a 
country wide study which monitors 
dietary intake, along with variables like 
data on Body Mass Index, insulin 
resistance, lipid profile, biochemical 
parameters and so on," said an expert 
closely working with FSSAI on the issue. 

What next? 
Dr. Gupta said that the child rights body is 
working on gradually introducing 
directives for foods high in salt and 
trans-fats as well. 

"NCPCR is also gathering data on 
children suffering from diabetes from 
government hospitals. We will be talking 
to parents during parent teacher meetings 
about the importance of healthy eating. 
We have had stakeholder meetings with 
paediatric doctors who will be roped in to 
go to schools for workshops and so on. 
Introducing 'sugar boards' is just the 
beginning," Dr. Gupta said. 

THE GIST 

The NCPCR has pushed for the 
introduction of a 'sugar board' 
in all schools, not only in those 

which are CBSE affiliated, but 
also in schools which are 
affiliated to various State 
boards. 

'Sugar boards' provide 
essential information, 
including recommended sugar 
intake, the sugar content in 
commonly consumed foods, 
health risks associated with 
high sugar consumption and 
healthier dietary alternatives. 

WHO guidelines restrict daily 
sugar intake in adults and 

children to 25 grams (six 
teaspoons). 
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5 min read

-When Nisha lost her degree certificate just before a job interview, she recovered it within minutes using DigiLocker.

-In rural Assam, a family used the Ayushman Bharat app to get emergency care for a critically ill patient.

-Elsewhere, a group of students, “concerned about local pollution levels became data detectives” — they accessed

government air quality data, made verified social media accounts using Aadhaar and DigiLocker, launched a social

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

NCERT’s new modules unpack India’s
journey: From digital boom, Covid
lessons to global power moves
The seven modules cover a wide range of subjects: Swachhata (cleanliness); Covid-19
Management, Asian Games Sporting Success (includes Khelo India games); Bharat – Mother of
Democracy, India as Fifth Economic Power; India’s Digital Success and Power; and Virasat aur
Vikas (Heritage and Development).

Written by Sophiya Mathew

Updated: May 27, 2025 20:28 IST

These latest offerings follow a previous set of NCERT modules launched last year on India’s G20 Presidency, Viksit Bharat, and Nari Shakti
Vandan.
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media campaign with the hashtag #CleanAirCleanTown, and presented their findings to local authorities, prompting

real action.

These real-world examples are now part of a new learning module released by the National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) for students from Grades 1 to 12.

Titled India’s Digital Success and Power, it is one of seven modules launched by Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan on May 19 in Delhi. It aims to integrate real-life learning and national themes into the school

curriculum.

The seven modules cover a wide range of subjects: Swachhata (cleanliness); Covid-19 Management, Asian Games

Sporting Success (includes Khelo India games); Bharat – Mother of Democracy, India as Fifth Economic Power; India’s

Digital Success and Power; and Virasat aur Vikas (Heritage and Development).

They are designed for four stages of schooling — foundational, preparatory, middle, and secondary — and use a mix

of stories, case studies, quiz questions, and interactive activities.

According to a statement from the Ministry of Education, the modules “reflect India’s belief in ‘language as cultural

identity’ and ‘education as empowerment’.”

They have been made available this month digitally via the NCERT’s website.

The modules: A breakdown

Digital India: One preparatory-level story shows a mother using a UPI app to pay at a bookstore after forgetting her

wallet, introducing digital finance in a relatable way. When the character Lucky injures his arm, he continues

learning through videos and worksheets on the DIKSHA app — underlining how technology plays a role in education

access, even at an early age.

At the middle and secondary stages, students are introduced to platforms such as Aadhaar, DigiLocker, Ayushman

Bharat Digital Mission, DigiYatra, UMANG, and the Government e-Marketplace (GeM). A case study features Brij

Kishor, a jewellery artisan from Rajasthan, who uses GeM to sell his products across India, including to a government

office, revealing how small businesses are being supported through public digital infrastructure.

Mental health services are another focus area. One narrative follows a student named Riva who accesses India’s

national mental health helpline, Tele MANAS (14416), after feeling overwhelmed. The story opens a conversation

around digital access to emotional support and care.

Democracy: It explores voting traditions from Buddhist sanghas and Chola-era Kudavolai systems to the structure of

modern electoral institutions. For secondary school students, ‘The Idea of Welfare state in Kautilya’s Arthashastra’ is

another module prepared.

Covid-19: Presents the pandemic through both science and storytelling.

At the foundational level, students match symptoms like fever, fatigue, and breathing trouble with illustrated posters

they may have seen during the pandemic. One activity invites them to tick off what they experienced during Covid:
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“Did you feel tired? Did you have a cough? Could you smell your food?”

For older students, there’s an exercise to build a 3D model of the virus using eco-friendly material and another that

asks them to interview COVID-affected individuals and document long-term effects, bridging health science with

personal experience.

Swachhata: For young learners, it introduces a colourful character called the “Swachhata Wizard” who guides

children through a role-play in a messy playground. He is joined by animated characters like the Blue Bin (for

recyclable waste), the Green Bin (for non-recyclable waste), and a Sorting Robot. Together, they teach students about

composting and segregation.

Secondary-level students, meanwhile, discuss how individual behaviour shapes public health. “When our daily

actions reflect cleanliness,” says a teacher character, “the country doesn’t need a separate campaign”

Sports: Real-life examples from the 2023 Asian Games — where India won a record 107 medals — are used to inspire

students. It features sportspersons like Neeraj Chopra and Parul Chaudhary and how 125 athletes were trained under

the Khelo India scheme.

One classroom dialogue reads: “Can someone bring glory to the nation without joining the defence services?” A

teacher responds, “Yes, through sports,” and then introduces achievements like winning all five golds in archery and

the rise of India’s para-athletes.

Virasat aur Vikas: This explores how India’s cultural legacy intersects with modern development. According to the

module guidelines, it “seeks to instil in the minds of the children at the middle and secondary stages a sense of pride

in our heritage, have a feeling of belongingness, and at the same time have a global perspective”.

Students are introduced to sites such as the Shri Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi and the Kamakhya temple in

Assam, with references to recent government efforts like the Maa Kamakhya Divya Lok Pariyojana.

Students are also encouraged to “write scripts for drama on legend or stories associated with monuments” or

“develop a multilingual glossary of terms used in the context of culture”.

These latest offerings follow a previous set of NCERT modules launched last year on India’s G20 Presidency, Viksit

Bharat, and Nari Shakti Vandan.

TAGS: COVID-19

Stay updated with the latest - Click here to follow us on Instagram

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd

305 / 358

https://indianexpress.com/about/covid-19/
https://www.instagram.com/indianexpress/


The implementation of the National Education Policy 2020 is in full swing. Various aspects of the policy are

being implemented by the Centre, central agencies, as well as State governments and their agencies, albeit

with some caveats here and there. The three-language policy, for instance, has drawn opposition in some

States. But the general thrust of the policy, which draws from the Kasturirangan Committee’s

recommendations, is being applied, and rules have been framed for application across much of India.

While supporters of the NEP laud it as ground-breaking and one that would help India leap into the future,

detractors have said that while its diagnosis of the Indian education system is not far off the mark its cure is

worse than the disease. They say the NEP will do more harm than good.

The draft People’s Education Policy, unveiled recently for public comments, takes this approach. From the

splitting of school-college years to the emphasis on foundational literacy and numeracy, the PEP seeks a

People’s Education Policy: A challenge to
NEP 2020
Join The Hindu’s live webinar ‘People’s Education Policy: A challenge to NEP 2020’ on May 31 at 5:00
p.m.

Updated - May 27, 2025 01:43 pm IST

THE HINDU BUREAU

The PEP seeks a complete reversal of all the key aspects of NEP, calling for strengthening formal education, a massive increase in

government funding, a return of education to the State list, and so on. | Photo: iStock/ Getty Images
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complete reversal of all the key aspects of NEP, calling for strengthening formal education, a massive increase

in government funding, a return of education to the State list, and so on.

Register now for free to ask questions and interact with the panellists. Those who ask the three best questions will receive a free online

subscription to The Hindu.

Let’s join us on a webinar to critically understand and discuss what the alternative policy is saying. The Hindu

will host a live webinar titled ‘People’s Education Policy: A challenge to NEP 2020’, on Saturday, May 31, 5:00

p.m.

The panellists include: Prof. Arun Kumar, Former Professor, CESP, JNU; Prof. Sachidanand Sinha, Former

Professor, CSRD, JNU; Ramnath Sankaran, Engagement Lead, CEGIS; K. Ramachandran, EdTech Entrepreneur.

The session will be moderated by M. Kalyanaraman, who heads The Hindu’s Education vertical.

Register now for free to ask questions and interact with the panellists. Those who ask the three best questions

will receive a free online subscription to The Hindu.

Panellists

Prof. Arun Kumar, Former Professor, CESP, JNU
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Arun Kumar joined JNU in 1984 and retired as the Sukhamoy Chakravarty Chair Professor in the Centre for

Economic Studies and Planning, Jawaharlal Nehru University, in 2015. He was the Chairperson of a

Commission on Unemployment set up by Civil Society Groups, and its Report was released in October 2022.

Before this, he was the Malcolm Adiseshiah Chair Professor in the Institute of Social Sciences from 2017 to

2022. He was a member of the team to study the black economy for CBDT (1982-85).

He has a Ph.D. in Economics from JNU and a Master’s in Physics from both Princeton University, U.S., and

Delhi University. He is a gold medalist of the Delhi Higher Secondary Board and Delhi University. He has

specialized in Development Economics, Public Finance and Public Policy, and Macroeconomics.

Prof. Sachidanand Sinha, Former Professor, CSRD, JNU

Prof Sachidanand Sinha is a Former Professor, Centre for the Study of Regional Development, JNU, New Delhi.

His research revolves around access to education and health facilities, particularly with reference to

marginalised sections, inaccessible terrain, etc. He had worked with the GoI on the identification of

educationally backward districts. He currently serves as the President All India Save Education Committee

Delhi Chapter.

Ramnath Sankaran, Engagement Lead, CEGIS

Ramnath anchors CEGIS’ engagements in Education and HR with the Government of Tamil Nadu. Before

joining CEGIS, he spent over two decades at Infosys, gaining experience in sales, designing, and delivering

large and complex programs, as well as assembling and leading cross-functional teams. Ramnath made a

conscious shift from the technology sector to explore his interest in Public Policy and effective governance. He

is passionate about creating equity for children by improving access to better education and is keen to create

impact at scale.

K. Ramachandran, EdTech Entrepreneur

K Ramachandran ( KRC) is an entrepreneur, freelance journalist, writer. In his 18-year career in journalism,

KRC has covered education and urban development. In 2007, he shifted careers to head the industry -

academia interface program at a leading IT and Consulting Services company. He was involved in curriculum

making committees on many occasions of universities, colleges and industry forums like Nasscom and the

CII. He became a co-founder of 361 Degree Minds, a digital education and edtech company. Currently he heads

Strategy and large initiatives at 361 Degree Minds.

(For any suggestions or feedback, please reach out to us at education@thehindu.co.in)

Published - May 27, 2025 01:08 pm IST
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Ministry of Education

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan presides over LoI handover
ceremony to University of Liverpool

University of Liverpool becomes second UK University to set up campus in
India

15 foreign universities will come to India to open their campuses in STEM -
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Sustainability, health and wellness, and prosperity are the common agenda of
the world today and universities are the hotspots - Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Posted On: 26 MAY 2025 3:13PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, presided over the Letter of Intent (LoI) handover ceremony to the
University of Liverpool today in New Delhi. This will be the second foreign university to be issued LoI under the UGC (Setting
Up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign Higher Educational Institutions in India) Regulations, 2023.

Ms. Lindy Cameron CB OBE, British High Commissioner to India; Dr. Vineet Joshi, Interim Chair, UGC and Secretary
Department of Higher Education, Ministry of Education; Prof. Tim Jones, Vice-Chancellor, University of Liverpool; Prof. Tariq
Ali, Pro-Vice-Chancellor for Global Engagement and Partnerships, University of Liverpool; officials from the Ministry of
External Affairs and Ministry of education, University Grants Commission, and other dignitaries were also present at the event.
Three important MoUs were also signed today to explore future collaborative opportunities with companies and organisations
including the Royal College of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists (RCOG), AstraZeneca Pharma India Limited, YouWeCan, and
Dream11.

Shri Pradhan, speaking at the event, said that the LoI reaffirms India's emergence as a trusted partner in global higher education.
It is yet another milestone in India's journey of deepening academic partnership with leading global universities—an aspiration
firmly embedded in the transformative vision of the National Education Policy 2020, he said.
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Reiterating Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's words, the Minister said that the Prime Minister has given the target of making
the country Viksit Bharat by 2047. Implementation of NEP 2020 in letter and spirit is the key to actualise this ambition, he
stressed. One of the primary recommendations of NEP 2020 is rooted, futuristic and global education and the aim is to produce
global citizens, he added.

Shri Pradhan also urged focus on areas like R&D and innovations and expressed his pleasure that Liverpool University is going
to focus on STEM-related research leading to innovation. He said that it is important to create a new generation of global
citizens. The innovation centre in India will be mutually beneficial for both the university and society, he added. He highlighted
that the University of Liverpool is the 4th foreign university to publicly announce its presence in India. By this academic year, 15
foreign universities will be coming to India, especially in STEMB, he added.

He showed his confidence that the University of Liverpool’s campus in Bengaluru will be a global campus that will push the
boundaries of research and innovation and foster scientific temper for contributing to global welfare and prosperity. The Minister
said that sustainability, health and wellness, and prosperity are the common agenda of the world today, and universities are the
hotspots. India, with the ethos of ‘Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam’, is the appropriate place to drive the global agenda and fulfil global
responsibilities, he added.
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Dr. Vineet Joshi, in his address, said that the Letter of Intent is not just a ceremonial gesture, but it reflects a broader and deeper
transformation underway in India's higher education system—one that is driven by strategic reform, international engagement,
and a strong policy foundation. He also mentioned that NEP 2020 has rolled out targeted reforms to make Indian education more
inclusive, globally competitive, and future-ready. Rooted in NEP 2020's transformative agenda, internationalization has become a
core priority—emphasizing global connectivity, high standards, and institutional flexibility, he added.

The University of Liverpool has received formal approval from the University Grants Commission (UGC) to open the first
foreign university campus in Bengaluru. Scheduled to welcome its inaugural cohort of undergraduate and postgraduate students
in August 2026, it will initially offer programs in Business Management, Accounting and Finance, Computer Science, and
Biomedical Sciences. Notably, it will also introduce a program in Game Design—a unique offering for a UK university campus
in India to offer this innovative subject. The new campus will also create enriching global exchange opportunities, providing UK-
based students with an exciting new destination for international study.

The Bengaluru campus will create a research-intensive environment. Important fundamental, applied and industry-driven
research will be based on the Bengaluru campus, providing solutions to a range of global and local challenges and needs. The
University’s well-established links to employers, successful alumni and enhanced support for enterprise and entrepreneurship
activities will ensure students develop the skills they need to go on to successful careers or further study.

As a truly international university, Indian students will also have access to the global mobility scheme, providing important
opportunities for academic, professional and personal development both in Liverpool and across the world, and the international
perspective needed to succeed in today’s interconnected world. With a curriculum designed to meet global industry standards and
taught by a diverse faculty, students will graduate ready to compete in the international job market and contribute meaningfully to
the global workforce.

During the event two panel discussions were also held titled ‘The Free Trade Agreement and Beyond’ and ‘The India–UK
Challenge of Antimicrobial Resistance (AMR)’.

 

About the University of Liverpool

Founded in 1881 as the original ‘red brick’, the University of Liverpool is one of the UK’s leading research-intensive higher
education institutions with an annual turnover of £708.3 million. Consistently ranked in the top 175 universities worldwide, they
are a member of the prestigious Russell Group of the UK’s leading research universities and have a global reach and influence
that reflects our academic heritage as one of the country’s largest civic institutions.

*****

MV/AK

MOE/DoHE/26 May 2025/12

(Release ID: 2131284)
Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , Hindi , Tamil , Telugu
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Highlighting the importance of National Education Policy, Pradhan said it was vital to implement NEP to be a

developed nation. 

To become a developed nation, we must implement NEP, says
Dharmendra Pradhan
ANI | , New Delhi

Advertisement

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan attended a significant Letter of Intent (LOI) handover ceremony

with the University of Liverpool, marking a milestone in fostering international academic collaborations.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said that India's Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education currently stands at 26-27%,
with the NEP aiming to raise it to 50% within the next five years. (File image)
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Speaking at an event, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan emphasised India's ambitious educational

goals under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

Also read: University of Liverpool gets UGC nod to open its first foreign varsity campus in Bengaluru by 2026

Pradhan highlighted the scale of India's education system. He noted that India's Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in

higher education currently stands at 26-27%, with the NEP aiming to raise it to 50% within the next five years.

University of Liverpool is coming to India: VC Tim Jones shares what’s ahead for Indian studen

"Today, the number of students in India is 300 million. Out of that, 40 million are in higher education... We have

more than 1200 universities and 50,000 colleges... But GER (Gross Enrolment Ratio) is around 26-27%. The

National Education Policy 2020 recommendation is to take it to 50% in the next 5 years," he said.

Advertisement

Also read: Rajasthan 8th result 2025 declared, direct link to check marks

Know the latest trending news with HT. Read detailed articles here

More Stories

JEE Advanced Result

2025 OUT Live: IIT

JEE results out at…

Internet calls Miss

Grand International

President

313 / 358

https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/news/university-of-liverpool-gets-ugc-nod-to-open-its-first-foreign-varsity-campus-in-bengaluru-by-2026-101748261210806.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/features/uks-university-of-liverpool-is-coming-to-bengaluru-vc-tim-jones-shares-what-s-ahead-for-indian-students-101748274634990.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/board-exams/rajasthan-8th-result-2025-declared-direct-link-to-check-marks-101748253923176.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/competitive-exams/jee-advanced-result-2025-news-live-updates-cut-off-marks-vs-rank-topper-jee-advanced-rank-predictor-101748771481451.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/competitive-exams/jee-advanced-result-2025-news-live-updates-cut-off-marks-vs-rank-topper-jee-advanced-rank-predictor-101748771481451.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/education/competitive-exams/jee-advanced-result-2025-news-live-updates-cut-off-marks-vs-rank-topper-jee-advanced-rank-predictor-101748771481451.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/fashion/internet-calls-miss-grand-international-president-shameless-after-he-body-shames-rachel-gupta-in-shocking-post-101748663559201.html?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/fashion/internet-calls-miss-grand-international-president-shameless-after-he-body-shames-rachel-gupta-in-shocking-post-101748663559201.html?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle/fashion/internet-calls-miss-grand-international-president-shameless-after-he-body-shames-rachel-gupta-in-shocking-post-101748663559201.html?amp_js_v=0.1&usqp=mq331AQIUAKwASCAAgM=
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/


Linking education to national development, the minister added, "Today, India is the 4th largest economy globally.

We have a target given by PM Modi. By 2047, India will have to be a developed nation... If you want to have the

ambition to be a developed nation, we have to implement the National Education Policy. One of the primary

recommendations of the NEP... We have to look beyond the horizon. We have to become global. We can't

function in isolation..."

Also read: JAC 10th result 2025 date and time: Jharkhand Matric results tomorrow at 11:30 am

On July 29, 2020, the Union Cabinet of India approved the New National Education Policy to replace the

Education Policy of 1986. This policy brings a major positive change in education in India. The main objective of

launching the National Education Policy 2022 was to restructure India's education policy.

Advertisement

Under this new national education policy, no one will be forced to learn a particular language. Now, students can

choose the language according to their interests. This change is being implemented only after considering the

various analyses, comments and suggestions of the stakeholders.
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Experiential learning: how students 
can learn more effectively 
Manaswini Vijayakumar 

May 28,202, fa ) 

The present education system remains exam-centric. Teaching focuses on providing information, and students onlk cultivate lower-order thinking 
skills. Students must move beyond these basic skills to critical thinking and problem-solving 

umans are a learning species. 
Our very survival depends on 
our ability to react and adapt 
to situations. To thrive, 

students should proactively create and 
shape their worlds. The sheer scale of 
learning is unprecedented in today's 
world. Children can access information at 
the click of a button. Bots can teach them 
Concepts and clarify doubts. Conventional 
schools as information disseminators 
could become redundant in the near 
future. 

Yet, schools serve a purpose beyond 
mere knowledge acquisition. They must 
learn foundational skills of literacy and 
numeracy, yes. But they must also 
develop social, emotional, and cultural 
skills. They must navigate interpersonal 
relations, understand different views, and 
become self-aware. 

The need for reform 

They should also learn how to 
contribute to society. This is all know-how 
that comes from the school environment. 
It should be a microcosm of the world the 
students will eventually enter. 

At present, schools are found lacking on 
most counts. Children from government 
and private schools receive differing 
quality of education, with the majority 
struggling with crumbling infrastructure, 
poorly trained teachers, and an outdated 
curriculum. There still exists a vast 
urban-rural divide and therefore, unequal 
access to resourCes. Laboratories, 
functional toilets, potable water, and 
computers continue to be problem areas 
in the poorest of schools. 

However, even when schools get many 
things right, they remain stuck in a loop 
of exams, where the value-add is minimal. 
There is a need to reimagine the present 
approach to teaching, learning, and 
testing. Memorisation combined with 
high-stakes testing has not made children 
competent; it has merely helped them 
pass examinations that test a narrow 
range of abilities. 

Moreover, children learn and 
understand in different ways. They have 
differing aptitudes, as Gardner's theory of 
multiple intelligences (the idea that 

intelligence is not a unified ability, but 
more a collection of distinct and 
independent intelligences) explains. Some 
children learn visually, by watching 
someone and mimicking them; others 
learn by reading text; and others 
understand and learn only when they 
apply it practically by themselves. The 
brain is capable of reorganising and 
rewiring itself to keep learning and 
develop newer skills - a concept called 
neuroplasticity. 

Here is where experiential learning 
becomes useful. It offers a more 
wholesome approach to teaching and 
learning. As the term suggests, 
experience is key. It is learning by 
doing," focusing on the "how � of learning 
or the process rather than the outcome. 
Experiential learning is a continuous, 
lifelong process of knowledge 
construction, deconstruction, and 
reconstruction. 

On experiential learning 
David Kolb, an educational theorist, first 
developed the Experiential Learning 
Theory (ELT), with psychologists such as 
Kurt Lewin, Jean Piaget, and John Dewey 
laying the groundwork. 

The present education system remains 
exam-centric. Teaching focuses on 
providing information, and students only 
cultivate lower-order thinking skills. 
These are recall and understanding, as 
per the revised Bloom's taxonomy 
(Bloom's taxonomy is a hierarchy or 
classification of cognitive levels and 
learning objectives constructed by 
Benjamin Bloom in 1956, and revised by 
Lorin Anderson and David Krathwohl in 
2001). Students must move beyond these 

basic skills to critical thinking and 
problem-solving. They must learn to 
question received information and learn 
through peer relations. These capabilities 
parallel higher-order thinking skills such 
as analysis, evaluation, and creation. 
These levels could translate to the ability 
to compare, differentiate, and invent. 

Experiential learning makes students 
active and involved learners rather than 
passive recipients of information. 
Hands-on experiences engage the 
students' senses and encourages them to 
think about and apply concepts to the 

world they've seen around them. By 
learning this way, children acquire skills 
they can apply across contexts. They 
learn how to learn. 

Stages of experiential learning 
Individual-environment interaction is at 
the core of experiential learning. This is 
the dialectical tension that creates 
growth. The student constructs new 
knowledge by interacting with the 
environment. These phases progress 
cyclically as the student learns and 
re-learns. 

The stages of Kolb's experiential 
learning cycle are concrete experience, 
reflective observation, abstract 
conceptualisation and active 
experimentation. These stages are 
inter-linked, iterative and occurs 
throughout an individual's lifetime. Each 
spiral of learning further deepens a 
student's understanding. 

Through a concrete 
experience/phenomenon, the students' 
sensory-motor faculties are engaged, and 
they grasp and assimilate information 
from the environment. In the next stage, 
that is, reflective observation, students try 
to understand and interpret the 
information received via the experience. 
There may be a difference between their 
expectations and the experience which 
would lead to cognitive dissonance. This 
essentially means that the new 
information does not fit into their existing 
mental models. In this process, beliefs do 
not match the behaviour expected. 

Moving on to abstract 
conceptualisation, students rationalise 
the new information, adding it to their 
pre-existing mental models. And by doing 
so, concepts are changed or created with 
new or conflicting information. In the 
final stage of active experimentation, the 
learner acts on the knowledge received, 
makes decisions, and solves problems. 
This action leads to new experiences that, 
in turn, reshapes cognition once again. 

Implementing the model 
Experiential learning is a 
teaching-learning philosophy that 
comprises many pedagogical approaches. 
It can be implemented through a wide 
range of methods. Doing experiments 

related to a specific topic and facilitating 
student questions is a form of 
inguiry-based learning. Teamwork 
(collaborative learrning) on projects and 
problems helps build a variety of 
perspectives. Interactive games, group 
discussions, role-playing, and arts and 
crafts are also promising. Real-world 
immersions through outdoor learning 
and field trips are similarly very engaging 
for students. 

Integrating technology and having 
simulations is also instructive. 

The flipped classroom' is a prime 
example of an experiential learning setup. 
Rather than have the teacher lead the 
class, it places the student front and 
centre. Students explore a topic at home 
through reading materials and online 
resources. Then the student solves the 
problem together with the teacher and 
the whole class by discussing concepts 
together. This kind of pedagogy makes 
students take responsibility for their 
learning and creates meaningful 
interactions and deeper learning. 

Critiques and challenges 
Experiential learning can isolate the 
student process from the classroom 
context. 

Factors like peers, family background, 
and culture also affect learning, which are 
not considered. 

Implementation of experiential 
learning can also be a logistical 
nightmare. It requires a battalion of 
resources, be it personnel, materials, or 
training. This is particularly true in the 
Indian context, given the size and 
diversity of students. Student readiness to 
learn experientially may also be 
Overestimated. For example, are Class VII 
students who struggle with grade two 
English comprehension ready to think 
critically? A one-size-fits-all solution is not 
advisable. 

However, this does not mean that 
experiential learning requires a wholesale 
Overhaul of the svstem: it can fit into the 
existing setup for a more holistic 
approach. Experiential learning has the 
potential to empower students of 
different learning styles. 

Manaswini Viiavakumar is an intern at 
The Hindu. 318 / 358
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Express View: CBSE directive to introduce
teaching in mother tongue in primary classes

— a wrong lesson plan
It is not only mistimed, but also misdirected. It risks diverting attention, resources from far more critical

priorities

The move risks sidelining an even more urgent national conversation: How to adapt the classroom to the realities of rapid technological changes
and geopolitical churn

Indian education urgently needs to address a range of challenges: Equipping students with future-ready skills,

improving learning outcomes and critical thinking skills, integrating artificial intelligence (AI) into classrooms, and

closing the gap between academic learning and employability. At this time, the Centre’s push to mandate mother

EDITORIALS COLUMNS

May 28, 2025 07:15 IST

First published on: May 28, 2025 at 07:15 IST

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

319 / 358

https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/editorials/?ref=l1_article
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/columns/?ref=l1_article
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/


tongue-based instruction at the foundational level is potentially misdirected. The Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has instructed schools to map students’ mother tongues and design early-grade instructions around

them by the end of the summer break. While this move aligns with the National Education Policy 2020 and the

National Curriculum Framework for School Education’s advocacy of foundational learning in the home language,

mother tongue, or regional language at least until Class II, it risks diverting attention and resources from far more

critical priorities.

The pedagogical value of foundational literacy in a familiar language is well established, but in certain contexts.

International models, from Ethiopia to the Philippines, and local experiments, such as Odisha’s successful 2006

mother tongue-based multilingual education pilot programme, validate the benefits of this approach. However, these

models often operate in relatively homogeneous linguistic settings or are tightly focused on marginalised groups.

Applying the same logic uniformly across India’s vast multilingual CBSE ecosystem introduces significant

complexities. In cities and towns where classrooms host students from a wide array of linguistic backgrounds, the

logistics of assigning instructions by mother tongue or home language are deeply problematic. They raise practical

questions — how should a classroom with multiple languages be managed? Which language should be prioritised?

Trained personnel, multilingual teaching resources and dynamic classroom strategies continue to be in short supply.

The result could be inconsistent, confused, and uneven learning experiences — the opposite of what foundational

education requires.

The move risks sidelining an even more urgent national conversation: How to adapt the classroom to the realities of

rapid technological changes and geopolitical churn. While the world races to integrate AI into pedagogy, enhance

digital literacy, and prepare students for jobs that don’t yet exist, India’s education system is at risk of being bogged

down in language politics. For better or worse, English remains the language of aspiration, global communication,

and economic mobility for millions of Indian families. An inflexible emphasis on mother-tongue instruction could set

back long-term prospects for students, especially those from economically weaker sections for whom an English-

medium education remains key to social advancement. In West Bengal, for instance, the Left Front government’s

rigid implementation of Bengali-medium primary education in government schools in the 1980s left generations with

poor English proficiency. This became a disadvantage in white-collar employment, forcing a policy reversal in later

years. In a country of India’s diversity, any pedagogical shift, especially those directed at early learners, must be well

thought out. The CBSE’s move, without addressing deeper systemic needs, risks derailing India’s educational

progress. Policymakers must focus on what matters most: Building a modern, inclusive and intuitive education

system that prepares students for the world they will inherit.

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd
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Ministry of Education

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan delivers valedictory address at
‘PadhAI: Conclave on AI in Education

Time has come for the country's human intelligence to lead the AI revolution -
Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Posted On: 28 MAY 2025 8:43PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, delivered the valedictory address at the concluding session of ‘PadhAI:
Conclave on AI in Education’, organised by the Center of Policy Research and Governance (CPRG), today in New Delhi. Shri
Chamu Krishna Shastri, Chairman, Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, Ministry of Education; Director, CPRG, Dr Ramanand; and other
eminent dignitaries were also present at the event.

While speaking at the event, Shri Pradhan said that Artificial Intelligence is not just a technology but a force multiplier and a
catalyst for innovation. It is a bridge between empathy and technology, he added. Shri Pradhan also stated that the time has come
for the country's human intelligence to lead the AI revolution currently unfolding.
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Shri Pradhan also mentioned the significant initiatives taken by the Government on AI, such as establishing the Centre of
Excellence in AI, and the announcement to leverage AI in Indian languages and promote critical thinking in classrooms—
initiatives that are helping in the transition from chalkboards to chipsets. Integrating AI in school education is no longer optional,
it is essential, he stressed. He called on academicians and tech experts to brainstorm ideas and come up with policy
recommendations on AI.

PadhAI Conclave spread over two days, brought forward diverse insights on the role of AI in shaping the future of Indian
education. Speakers examined how AI is expanding learning beyond classrooms, transforming higher education, and the
bottlenecks in the existing institutions.

Eminent speakers included Shri Jitin Prasada, Minister of State for Commerce & Industry and Electronics & IT, Government of
India; Shri Ashish Sood, Minister of Home, Power, Urban Development, Education, Higher Education and Training & Technical
Education, Government of NCT of Delhi; Dr. Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Government of India &
Chairman, University Grants Commission; Shri Abhishek Singh, CEO, IndiaAI Mission; Prof. Pankaj Arora, Chairperson,
National Council for Teacher Education; Prof. Anil Sahasrabudhe, Chairman, National Educational Technology Forum; Prof.
Yogesh Singh, Vice Chancellor, University of Delhi; Shri Sanjeev Bikhchandani, Co-Founder, Info Edge, and Dr. Rashmi Das,
Chairperson, Higashi Autism School, Delhi.

*****
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Akhil Akkineni Zainab Ravdjee Indus Waters Treaty Deepika Padukone Virat Kohli Simla Agreement Ukraine WarTRENDING:

From Digital India To Covid-19: NCERT

Introduces 7 Teaching Module For

Classes 1 To 12

Curated By : Education and Careers Desk News18.com

Last Updated: May 28, 2025, 14:55 IST

Students will be informed about the evolution of India's democracy from its inception to

modern electoral institutions. (Representative Image/Getty)

The National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) has released seven new modules for

students from class 1 to 12. These modules will cover

various topics including digital technology, cleanliness,

environment, sports, democracy and cultural heritage.

They aim to make learning interesting and effective

through stories, case studies, quizzes and interactive

activities.

Digital India: In the primary level module, children will

be introduced to digital payments like UPI apps. While at

the middle and higher level, students will be taught about

digital platforms like DigiLocker, Aadhaar, Ayushman

Bharat, Umang App. This module will also include a story

about a jewelery artisan from Rajasthan showing how

small businesses are also benefiting from government

digital resources.

The NCERT modules will cover various topics including digital

technology, cleanliness, environment, sports, democracy and cultural

heritage.
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Mental Health and Digital Helpline: This module will

tell the story of a student named Rewa, who handles her

emotions using the National Mental Health Helpline Tele

Manas. The story is an attempt to explain the importance

of mental health among children and youth.

Democracy and Electoral traditions: Students will be

informed about the evolution of India’s democracy from

its inception to modern electoral institutions. The focus

will be on the idea of ​​welfare state in Kautilya’s

Arthashastra.

COVID-19: This module uses pictures, activities and

science-based modelling to explain the symptoms of the

pandemic and prevention methods to children. For higher

secondary students, activities will include creating a 3D

model of the virus and interacting with affected people.

Cleanliness: For younger children, an animated character

called “Cleanliness Wizard" teaches about different bins

for dirt and garbage. High school students are explained

the relationship between individual behaviour and public

health.

Sports: This will feature about India’s victory in the 2023

Asian Games and includes stories of players like Neeraj

Chopra, who inspire to serve the country through sports.
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Heritage and Development: This module introduces

children to the cultural heritage of India, such as Kashi

Vishwanath Temple in Varanasi and Kamakhya Temple in

Assam. It also encourages understanding of culture

through stories related to monuments and multilingual

vocabulary.

These new modules aim to connect children with

technology, as well as make them aware of their culture,

health, environment and democracy.
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan emphasized AI's inevitability and essential
role in education at the 'PadhAI: Conclave on AI in Education.' He likened AI to the
internet, highlighting its necessity and transformative potential for the Indian education...Read More

NEW DELHI: Union Education Minister

, on Wednesday,

while speaking at the 'PadhAI: Conclave on AI in Education', organised by the

Centre of Policy Research and Governance (CPRG), said that AI was both

inevitable and essential.

"Just like the internet, AI has become a basic necessity," Pradhan said.

Speaking at the Conclave, Pradhan shared his thoughts on AI's transformative

potential in reshaping the Indian education system.

Pradhan said that there are hardly any higher education institutions in India where

AI is not discussed. He described AI as both inevitable and essential: "Just like the

internet, AI has become a basic necessity."

The Union Minister added that increasing access to technology has created a

highway of empowerment in students' lives.

He expressed optimism that India could effectively leverage AI, and said, "India's

human intelligence has the power to transform any emerging technology into an

indigenous innovation."

Pradhan shared the policy action required to prepare for the technological change,

outlining efforts to build mass-scale AI literacy and support innovation in AI.

Dharmendra Pradhan

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/dharmendra-pradhan)
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Pradhan commended the Centre of Policy Research and Governance (CPRG) for

hosting this timely and much-needed policy dialogue.

Chamu Krishna Shastri, Chairman of the Bharatiya Bhasha Samiti, Ministry of

Education, also addressed the Padh AI Conclave and said there is a critical need to

strengthen the role of Indian languages in the AI ecosystem. He added that AI

should be purposeful and contextual.

Padh AI Conclave, spread over two days, brought forward diverse insights on the

role of AI in shaping the future of Indian education.

Speakers examined how AI is expanding learning beyond classrooms,

transforming higher education, and the bottlenecks in the existing institutions.

CPRG is a policy research think tank that aims to promote responsive and

participatory policy-making. As an Indian Council of Social Science Research

(ICSSR)-recognised institution, it has established itself as a leading voice in

technology policy through its 'Future of Society' initiative.

Ready to empower your child for the AI era? Join our program now!

Hurry, only a few seats left.

(https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/masterclass/ai-for-students?

utm_source=TOI_ArticleFt)
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The CBSE has directed all affiliated schools to implement the mother-tongue-first policy
from 2025–26, aligning with NCF-2023. While this aims to enhance early learning and
equity through regional language instruction, critics warn of practical hurdles in India’s...Read More

The Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) has recently

mandated all affiliated schools to

implement the language instruction

guidelines outlined in the National

Curriculum Framework for School

Education (NCF-2023), effective from

the academic session 2025–26. Central

to the guidelines is the “mother-tongue first” approach, a directive that has

garnered both admiration and apprehension. In a nation as culturally and

linguistically diverse as India, the policy embodies the potential to either foster

holistic growth or exacerbate the already-existing academic disparities. Framed

within the contours of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the

recommendation urges schools to adopt the child’s home language or regional

tongue as the primary medium of instruction until foundational literacy in a

secondary language is secured, as explicitly stated in NCF-2023 (Part C, p. 239).

Schools have until May 31, 2025, to form NCF Implementation Committees, map

students' home languages, and begin curriculum and teacher training alignments

over the summer break. By July 2025, schools must begin implementing the new

model, with monthly progress reports to be submitted starting July 5.

This move, as CBSE notes, is “not just a curricular shift—it is a pedagogical

commitment to India’s linguistic and cultural diversity and unity.”
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The pedagogical promise: Early gains in familiar tongues

Empirical research from both international and domestic grounds reaffirms that

students learn best when they are taught in a language they speak at home.

UNESCO has long advocated for mother tongue-based multilingual education,

associating it with Sustainable Development Goal 4 — inclusive and quality

education for all.

Reams of research suggest that instructions aligning with mother-language

contours help students delve into conceptual understanding and strengthen

memory retention. When students are able to imbibe the concepts better, it leads

to a surge in their confidence levels. Furthermore, it hones students' ability to

think and process in their native language, further bolstering their cognitive

scaffolding.

Local success stories back this up. In Rajasthan’s Kalyanpur, a multilingual

education initiative saw a dramatic shift in classroom engagement. “Now, it's a

miracle there is not a single child who is not able to respond,” said Jashoda

Khokariya in an interaction with AFP. She is a teacher who transitioned from Hindi

to the local dialect.

UNICEF’s data adds weight to the stance by reflecting improvement in attendance,

parental involvement, and structured teaching practices. Moreover, India’s trough

in learning further demands the urgency to implement this policy. As per the

National Achievement Survey 2021 and the Foundational Learning Study 2022,

only 39% of students aged 8 met basic reading standards. This dropped to 10%

by age 15. The gap is even wider among tribal and marginalised communities.

Mother tongue instruction, experts argue, could arrest this early educational

failure.

The fault line: A linguistically fragmented reality

Yet, the move is not ecstatically welcomed by all the educational planners,

especially the ones hailing from India’s urban grounds. In metropolises like Delhi,

Mumbai, and Bengaluru, home to students from a wide array of linguistic

backgrounds, the implementation of the policy presents significant challenges. A

single CBSE classroom may encompass speakers of more than 10 different

languages, rendering the policy’s execution increasingly ambiguous. This gives rise

to a pressing question: How can a uniform framework accommodate such

profound linguistic diversity?

Critics contend that CBSE’s mandate trivializes a complex terrain. The cities that

host students from multiple linguistic backgrounds, this policy can be a recipe for

disaster. The history of West Bengal stands as a testimony to the stance, when the

imposition of Bengali as the primary language of instruction in 1980 led to a

decline in English proficiency among students. Later, the policy was reversed with

a lesson etched in black and white on how language policy can unintentionally

throttle social mobility.

This tension is particularly pronounced in low-income families who see English as a

ticket to upward mobility. As the 2020 Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)

revealed, English-medium private school enrolment in rural India has steadily

increased, now exceeding 25% in several states, a clear reflection of aspirational

trends.

Between equity and employability: Walking a tightrope

The CBSE clarifies that the move is neither anti-English nor aggressive. The new

policy ensures that a second language (R2), potentially English, is introduced

through oral exposure from the earliest stages. But literacy in R2 is deferred until

the child becomes fluent in R1 (regional or state language).

However, critics question whether the delay in acquiring literacy in English may

disadvantage students later in life. As the world sprints toward AI integration and

digital literacy, the risk of sidelining English can be a deja vu. Rather than bridging

gaps, it can further deepen the very divide the policy seeks to bridge.

Dr. Jaya Parekh, Principal Learner, Delhi Public School Hinjawadi Pune, mentioned
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in a conversation with TOI that CBSE's move to uphold the mother tongue in the

foundational years can pave the way to success and make learning more

interactive and inclusive for young learners. She further mentions, "However,

maintaining uniform quality in diverse linguistic contexts is a challenge. The

degree to which this initiative is implemented wisely and equally across areas will

determine its effectiveness."

What must follow: Precision, not prescription

The policy’s success, many argue, will hinge not on ideology but on execution.

This includes high-quality multilingual teaching resources, better-trained

educators, and flexibility in implementation. The NCERT’s efforts to publish

textbooks in multiple Indian languages and the rollout of play-based learning tools

like Jadui Pitara in Balvatikas are steps in this direction. But scale and quality

remain critical concerns.

CBSE’s guidance does allow for flexibility, where a written tradition is absent or

diversity is too high, the regional or state language may serve as R1. However, it

remains unclear how schools will navigate multilingual classes without trained

personnel or standardised strategies.

A fork in the road

India’s education system now stands at a pivotal juncture. The mother-tongue-

first policy, while philosophically robust and ethically sound, needs to be met with

nuance, infrastructure, and empathy. If rolled out with precision, it can

democratise learning for millions and elevate cognitive outcomes. Mishandled, it

risks creating a new class divide — one between those schooled in the language of

global opportunity and those caught in a well-intentioned policy trap.

As Nelson Mandela, Activist and former President of South Africa, said, “If you talk

to a man in a language he understands, that goes to his head. If you talk to him

in his language, that goes to his heart.” But, good intentions primarily cannot

shatter the systemic inequalities. In the absence of rigorous planning and real-

world pragmatism, this policy may become yet another barrier. The future of

India's youth pivots not on sentimental idealism, but on a hard-nosed commitment

to inclusive, effective education reform.

Ready to empower your child for the AI era? Join our program now!

Hurry, only a few seats left.
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Ministry of Education Delegation Reaches US to Promote 'Study in
India'

Updated May 29, 2025, 21:22 IST

SUMMARY

​India has been promoting 'Study in India'​ initiative for the past few years now.
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A high-level delegation from India's Ministry of Education, led by
Joint Secretary Shri Govind Jaiswal, is participating in the
prestigious NAFSA 2025 Conference, a global gathering of
international educators. At the event, the India Pavilion — jointly
inaugurated by AICTE Chairman Prof. T.G. Sitharam and Govind
Jaiswal— highlights the country’s expanding academic outreach
under the Study in India initiative.

Representatives from over 30 top Indian institutions are engaging
in dialogues to promote student mobility, cross-border
collaborations, and faculty exchange programmes, reinforcing
India's role in the global education ecosystem.
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India has been promoting 'Study in India' initiative for the past
few years now. As a part of this, the University Grants
Commission (UGC) is also inviting several foreign universities from
around the globe to set up a campus in India.

As part of this initiative by UGC, Australia's University of
Wollongong (UOW) and Deakin University became the first two
foreign universities to set up physical campuses in India. Both the
varsities set up campuses in India's new Gujarat International
Finance Tec-City (GIFT City).
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Deakin University is one of Australia’s renowned universities, and
is now offering its flagship programmes - Master of Business
Analytics and the Master of Cyber Security, at the international
branch campus in GIFT City. The University of Wollongong (UOW)
Australia launched its campus in November 2024, and is offering
courses of Master of Financial Technology, Master of Financial
Technology (Extension), and a Graduate Certificate in Financial
Technology.

Following this, University of Western Australia announced plans to
open a campus in India. A few days later, UK's York University also
announced plans of setting up a campus in Mumbai. Meanwhile,
University of Southampton, a leading UK-based Russell Group
institution, also established a campus in Delhi and has already has
already started accepting applications for its Delhi for the August
2025 academic session.

The latest foreign university to add its name to this growing list is
UK's University of Liverpool. UoL has become the first
international university to announce a campus in Bengaluru.

There has also been news that Georgia National University, a
private university in Tbilisi, Georgia, has signed a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) with the Andhra Pradesh government to
establish an International University in North Andhra.

Get Latest News Live on Times Now along with Breaking News and
Top Headlines from JEE, UPSC, Education and around the world.
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The Inlian EXpes, 30 May2025, P8|| 
BSE'S new directive on the medium of instruction in primary senooIS has sparked a debate Isthe 

shift away from English out of sync witha rapidly changing knowledge economy? 

Early learning needs 
mother tongue 

Teaching in English from day one, especially to 
first-generation learners, often results in confusion 

and lower overall comprehension 

SHAMBHAVI GUPTA 

DURING A CLASS on "cultural capital", my 
students and I found ourselves discussing the 
role of the English language in the Indian 
context.The conversation turned out to be a 
comparison with countries like France and 
China, where people have deep-rooted pride 
in their language. In contrast, many of my 
students admitted that they barely know 
their native tongues - some can understand 
them, but few are able to speak orwrite with 
confidence. They la quiet sense of 
Joss evenas theyacknowledged the prestige 
and professional opportunities that come 
with speaking "good" English in India. It is 
this sense of confusion that shapes my view 
on the CBSE's proposal to introduce mother 
tongue instruction at the primary level. I find 
it hard to take a definitive stance. butifl had 
to describe my position, I would call myself 
a sceptical supporter. 

The idea of supporting one's mother 
tongue comes from many writers such as 
Ngugi wa anon ongo, Frant> 

JM Coetzee, 
who have long written 
about decolonising the 
mind and reclaiming iden 
¿ity through native lan 
uages. Their work high 
ghts how colonial legacies 
ad global hierarchies have 

privileged English and side 
lined local languages, 
entrenching cultural and 
cognitive hierarchies. 

Yet, even if we agree in 
principle, practical ques 
tions renmain, like which 
language to choose in a 
country as linguistically di 
verse as India. That's why 
the ongoing language map 
ping exercise in schools is 
not just welcome - it is es 

sential. While I agree that 
collecting languages chil 

tial to reverse that trend. 
When children are taught in a language 

their families unders ierstand, learning becomes 
a shared experience. Parents and even grand 

parents, especially those from non-English 
speaking backgrounds, can engage more ac 
tively with their child's education. This 
strengthens the link between home and 
school and can lead to improved outcomes. 

Critics argue that such a directive may 
disadvantage children later, given English's 
dominance in higher education and the job 
market. But this policy move is about the 
primary level, where the focus should be 
on building core literacy. numeracy, and 
confidence. The transition to English can 
still happen, but must take place thought 
fully. What we need is a gradual, well-sup 
ported, and pedagogically sound design for 
that transition. 

dren speak at home isa smart and necessary 
step,I think it should have been done before 
issuing the directive. 

Critics argue that such 
a directive may 

disadvantage children 
later, given English's 
dominance in higher 
education and the job 

market. But this move is 
about the primary level, 
where the focus should 

be on building core 
literacy, numeracy, and 

Children are now entering school at a 
much younger age than in the past.Students 
normally enter school at about three years 
of age. For a child entering school for the 
first time, everything is unfamiliar -the 
space, the people, the routines and expec 
tations. Language, at the very least, can of fer continuity and comfort. The emotional security of being taught in the language spoken at home can ease this early transi tion and help children settle into learning more naturally. 

Even from a cognitive standpoint, sup 
port comes from UNESCO and UNICEF. 
which advocate for mother-tongue instruc 
tion in early education. Earty literacy in the 
mother tongue lays a strong foundation for 
later academic achievement. Teaching in 
English from day one, especially to first-g gen 
eration learners, often results in confusion 
and lower overall comprehension. 

confidence. The 
transition to English can 
still happen, but must 
take place thoughtfully. 

This topicmade me think of sociologist 
Pierre Bourdieu's concept of "symbolic vi 
olence".The term is used to deseribe a wide 
range of actions that involve imposing 

Having said this, we also do see a gener ation of students in elite private schools who are growing up with little connection to their native languages. At home and in public life most children communicate in English. They are growing up withinasingle language sys tem, disconnected from their linguistic roots. Mother-tongue instruction holds the poten 

meaning or authority in an 
arbitrary way-actions that 

appear neutral or natural 
but actually reflect power. 
The education system, 
through form and content, 
exercises symbolicviolence 
in different ways - it im 
poses ideas, values, or 
norms that carry hidden 
power. English-language in 
struction can be seen as a 
form of symbolic violence 
where students are alien 
ated from their mother 
tongues. Instruction in the 
mother tongue is a peda 
gogical choice that resists 
the treatmernt of children's 
home languages as inade 
quate or inferior. 

Choosingwhich language 
to prioritise in each region 
will invove tough decisions, 

and owing to lndia's multilingualism, there 
are no perfect answers. Ensuringthat schools 
once again do not fall into the ycle of sym 
bolic violence by imposing a few people's 
mother tongue on others is important. Now 
that the CBSE directive has been issued, what 
matters most is how this is implemented. 

The timeline for implementation raises 
serious concerns. Expecting schools to 
pivot over a single summer break, already 
too short, is unrealistic. Overhauling cur 
ricula, training teachers and preparing ma terials will take time. Without this invest ment, the risk is a superficial rollout driven 
more by political optics than pedagogical substance. One should not reduce a well intentioned intervention to another hur ried rollout. Done right, this could be the beginning of a more incusive, just, and ef fective education system. 

The writer is a Sociology teacher 
ina Delhi school 
340 / 358



In a step towards preserving Kerala’s agrarian heritage, the age-old tradition of drying tapioca — locally known

as Kappa Vaattu — has been included in the Class 8 Malayalam textbook. This unique cultural practice, once a

symbol of food security and community bonding in Kerala’s hilly regions, now finds a place in the curriculum

to educate students on the State’s farming legacy.

The textbook features an article titled “Kappa Vaatinte Katha” (The Story of Drying Tapioca) by writer

Muralidharan Thazhakkara, which explores the historical and cultural roots of tapioca farming. “Fish and

tapioca were once the staple diet of hardworking farmers. Tapioca farming, once dominant in Kerala’s high

ranges, gradually spread to Malabar during the early settlement period,” the article notes.

The entire process

Lesson on a tapioca tradition gives students
a taste of food heritage
‘Kappa Vaattu,’ once a symbol of food security and community bonding in the hilly regions, has
been included in the Class 8 Malayalam textbook. It is part of a broader effort to instil farming
awareness among students

Updated - May 30, 2025 09:53 pm IST - IDUKKI

SANDEEP VELLARAM

The tradition of drying tapioca — locally known as Kappa Vaattu included in the Class 8 Malayalam textbook. | Photo Credit: SPECIAL

ARRANGEMENT
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It vividly describes how, during the December–January season, villagers—young and old — came together to

dry tapioca. While women peel the tubers, men slice and lay them out on large rocks or baskets to dry under

the sun. The dried tapioca, carefully stored, ensures food security for families through the year.

P. Satyaneshan, Chairperson of the committee on the Class 8 textbook, emphasised the article’s inclusion as

part of a broader effort to instil farming awareness among students. “We’ve included three farming-related

topics in the syllabus. Kappa Vaattu isn’t just about food—it represents a way of life rooted in resilience and

cooperation,” he said.

Cultural significance

Academic Coordinator of the State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) M.T. Sasi

highlighted the cultural significance of the move: “Kappa Vaattu isn’t just a food preservation technique—it’s a

powerful narrative of agrarian wisdom, social harmony, and sustainable living.” He credited teachers Priya R.

and Anoop Lal C.K. for recommending the inclusion.

Adding a visual dimension to the lesson, drawing teacher Prasad Kumar K.S. of Palakkad illustrated traditional

scenes of tapioca drying for the textbook, bringing the practice to life for young learners.

Writer Manoj Mathirappally, in his book “Idukki – Desham Charithram Samskaram,” notes that tapioca was

the lifeline of the early settler farmers in regions like Upputhara near Ayyappankovil in the 1910s. “Drying

tapioca wasn’t just a method—it was a culture. For decades, the farmer’s diet featured dried tapioca and dried

fish, a testament to their enduring spirit,” he writes.

By turning this tradition into a classroom lesson, Kerala is not just teaching history — it’s reviving a living

heritage.

Published - May 30, 2025 08:10 pm IST
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Ministry of Education

Goa Achieves Full Functional Literacy

Posted On: 30 MAY 2025 8:24PM by PIB Delhi

Chief Minister of Goa, Dr. Pramod Sawant, officially declared the State of Goa to be officially fully literate under the ULLAS -
Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram (New India Literacy Programme), marking a significant milestone in India’s journey towards
achieving full literacy by 2030, as envisioned in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. This makes Goa the second state of
the country to cross the nationally prescribed 95% benchmark for full literacy. The announcement was made during the grand
celebration of Goa’s 39th Statehood Day (May 30, 2025) at Dinanath Mangeshkar Kala Mandir, Panaji.

Cabinet Ministers; Chief Secretary of Goa; Joint Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education,
Smt. Archana Sharma Awasthi; and other dignitaries and citizens of the state were also present at the event.

According to the PLFS Report 2023-24, Goa’s literacy rate stands at 93.60%, one of the highest in the country, with strong
performance across both male and female populations. However, as per Goa’s own survey, the state has surpassed this figure and
attained full literacy.

To maximise outreach, the Government of Goa in this endeavour used the Whole-of-Government approach. The state government
actively collaborated with multiple departments, including the Directorate of Panchayats, the Directorate of Municipal
Administration, the Directorate of Social Welfare, the Directorate of Planning & Statistics, and the Directorate of Women &
Child Development. These departments played a pivotal role in identifying non-literates within their respective jurisdictions.

In addition, Swayampurna Mitras were engaged in awareness campaigns, assisting learners in receiving literacy certification and
facilitating their integration into learning modules. Field workers from the Social Welfare Department were also instrumental in
the identification process.
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The efforts of the Goa Education team, including SCERT, local administrations, school heads, and volunteers, were widely
appreciated. Goa’s success showcases the potential of people-centric, volunteer-driven literacy campaigns, supported by inter-
departmental cooperation and inclusive educational tools. It sets a precedent for other states to follow in achieving the national
goal of full literacy by 2030. This is a step towards the vision of Viksit Bharat of Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi.

The ULLAS-Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram continues to be implemented nationwide, and Goa today stands as a beacon of
progress, affirming the spirit of “Jan-Jan Sakshar”.

ULLAS - Nav Bharat Saaksharta Karyakram or New India Literacy Programme is a centrally sponsored scheme implemented
from 2022-2027. The scheme, aligned with NEP 2020, targets adults (aged 15 years and above) who can’t go to school. The
scheme has five components - Foundational Literacy and Numeracy, Critical Life Skills, Basic Education, Vocational Skills and
Continuing Education. The vision of the ULLAS Scheme is to make India Jan Jan Saakshar and is based on the spirit of Kartavya
Bodh and is being implemented on volunteerism. Under the ULLAS scheme, more than 1.77 crore learners have appeared in the
Foundational Literacy and Numeracy Assessment Test (FLNAT) till now across the country. More than 2.40 crore learners and 41
lakh volunteer teachers have been registered on the ULLAS Mobile app.

*****

MV/AK

MOE/DoSEL/30 May 2025/14

(Release ID: 2132893)
Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , Hindi
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May 30, 2025 06:28 PM IST

Goa, which was elevated from a union territory (UT) to a state in 1987, became the second state after Mizoram

to be declared a fully functionally literate state

With over 95% literacy, Goa becomes the second state fully literate
under ULLAS
By Gerard de Souza

Advertisement

Panaji: Goa has become the second state in India to be officially declared fully literate under the ULLAS

(Understanding Lifelong Learning for All in Society) initiative.

Goa chief minister Pramod Sawant said on Friday declared Goa 100% literate under Centre’s ULLAS Literacy Initiative, commemorating the
state’s 39th Statehood Day. (Ajay Aggarwal/HT PHOTO)
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“Our sustained collective efforts to strengthen the education sector with new advancements, the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 have yielded results,” chief minister Pramod Sawant said on Friday, commemorating

the state’s 39th Statehood Day.

Goa, which was elevated from a union territory (UT) to a state in 1987, became the second state after Mizoram

to be declared a fully functionally literate state.

Joint secretary of India’s education ministry Archana Awasthi said that Goa has met the criteria to be declared a

state that is fully literate. Under the Centre’s ULLAS scheme, a state is considered fully literate when its literacy

rate exceeds 95%.

Also Read: Mizoram declared fully literate state under ULLAS initiative

Goa has achieved a 99.5% literacy rate. “After identifying 6,299 illiterate individuals, 2,136 of them were

provided training. 82 Panchayats have achieved 100% literacy, while others have recorded high literacy rates

exceeding the national benchmark of 95%,” state council for education, research and training (SCERT), director

Meghana Shetgaonkar said.
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The ULLAS scheme is for individuals aged 15 and above who have somehow lost the opportunity to go to school

and have been left behind in literacy. It provides them a second chance to learn, grow, and contribute

meaningfully to society. It works under the vision --- volunteerism.

Sawant said that Goa had achieved around 94% literacy earlier this year and identified people, including those

above 80, who were then given reading and writing classes to help get literate. “I thank those especially those

above 80 who have taken these classes at a late stage in life and decided to become literate,” Sawant added.

Literacy Rate Goa Get Latest real-time updates onIndia News,Weather TodayandLatest News,Shashi Tharooron Hindustan Times.

HT Daily Capsule

347 / 358

https://htiphoneenglish.page.link/?link=https://www.hindustantimes.com&apn=com.ht.news&ct=HT_Masthead_download&efr=1&ibi=com.ht.htiphoneenglishapp&isi=1000991178&mt=8&pt=660495&utm_campaign=HT_Masthead_download&utm_medium=HTwebAMP&utm_source=HTwebAMP
https://www.facebook.com/hindustantimes
https://www.facebook.com/hindustantimes
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hindustantimes
https://www.linkedin.com/company/hindustantimes
https://www.instagram.com/hindustantimes/
https://www.instagram.com/hindustantimes/
https://twitter.com/htTweets
https://twitter.com/htTweets
https://www.hindustantimes.com/latest-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/live-score
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/schedule
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/schedule
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/points-table
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/orange-cap-winner
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/purple-cap-winner
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/player-stats-highest-score-1
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/teams
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/teams/chennai-super-kings-1108
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/teams/punjab-kings-1107
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/teams/royal-challengers-bangalore-1105
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/teams/kolkata-knight-riders-1106
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/teams/delhi-capitals-1109
https://www.hindustantimes.com/topic/literacy-rate
https://www.hindustantimes.com/topic/goa
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/weather
https://www.hindustantimes.com/latest-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/shashi-tharoor-disappointed-over-colombia-s-stand-on-operation-sindoor-says-here-to-dispel-misunderstanding-101748573298543.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/


348 / 358



349 / 358



350 / 358



351 / 358



352 / 358



353 / 358



Hunduson Tunes 

100 days on, a govt in motion 
focuses on tech, infra, reform 
Snehil Sinha 
snehil.sinha @hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: On its 100th day in 
power, nministers and depart 
ments from the Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led Delhi government 
released updates outlining a 
flurry of activity since the forma 
tion of the new government -
road repairs, electric buses, fee 
regulations, and environmental 
pushes, all in a bid to signal a gov 
ernment in motion. 

Taking charge after a sweeping 
mandate in February 2025, chief 
minister Rekha Gupta's adminis 
tration has tried to show it means 
business, rolling out schemes and 
reviving long-pending projects in 
line with the BJP's pre-election 
promises. 

What emerges is a governance 
agenda marked by infrastructure 
revival, tech-led public services, 
and a visible shift in climate and 
transport planning. 

Infrastructure: Big push 
Delhi's crumbling arterial roads 
- many untouched for years -
have been at the centre of the gov 
ernment's infrastructure focus, 
officials said. The Public Works 
Department (PWD) reported 
repair work across more than 
228km of roads, with advanced 
bituminous resurfacing com 
pleted on over 66knm so far. 

"We focused on zones such as 
Karol Bagh, Rohini, and parts of 
east and south Delhi, especially 
those overdue," an official said. 

Work, meanwhile, continued 
to be underway on another 
I14km, while estimates for 25km 
have been approved and propos 
als for 7km await clearance. 

Atention has also turned to long-
stalled flyover and underpass pro 
jects - notably, Barapullah 
Phase-II, delayed by seven years. 

Simultaneously, departments 
directed a major chunk of their 
efforts on pre-mons0on desilting 
drives across Delhi's clogged 
stormwater drains. PWD has 
cleared silt and encroachments 
from 80Okm of its 2,100-km net 
work, while the irrigation depart 
ment has desilted over 60% of its 
larger drains. 

,31May 202 S, ra 5 

Transport: Push for buses 
One of the key highlights in the 
transport sector has been the 
launch of the long-delayed "Devi" 

How the departments fared 

Infrastructure 
66km of road repair completed, 
114km in progress 
62% of 22 large irrigation drains desilted 
800km of 2100km PWD drains desilted 

Education 
School Fees Regulation bill introduced 
1,000 per month stipend fixed 
for SC students in polytechnics 
125 digital school libraries approved 
75 "CM Shri" schools approved 
Free coaching for NEET, JEE, CUET for 
163,000 students 

Water 
GPS-enabled tanker monitoring 
system operational 
98 new borewells installed 
Yamuna cleaning plan in the works 

bus service. These nine-metre 
electric buses, designed to 
improve last-mile connectivity, 
had been held up for over two 
years despite procurement. Now, 
over 400 of them are operational. 

The Delhi Transport Corpora 
tion (DTC) has initiated route 
rationalisation-aimed at reduc 
ing dead mileage - based on an 
IIT Delhi study. A metro-style 
automated fare collection systenm 
using UPl and smart cards has 
been introduced. 

For its green push, charging 
infrastructure is expanding in 
Delhi, with over 40 EV depots 
under construction. A new bus 
terminal in Narela is among the 
newer projects initiated. 

On the policy side, the trans 
port department has launched 
Al-based verification of docu 

Transport 
9 metre electric buses 
(Devi) introduced 
20 multi-modal integration projects 
approved at 1,000 crore 
Cameras installed at over 500 petrol pumps 
Al-based transport documents verification 
introduced 
UPi and card-based automated fare collection 
started in DTC 

EV policy being drafted and aggregator policy 
being modified 
Draft cabinet note approved for Unified 
Metropolitan Transport Authority (UMTA) and 
Urban Transport Fund (UTE) 

Environment 
and industries 
Entry of all non-essential 
non-EVs prohibited in forest areas 
CNG-operated water sprinklers planned for 
industrial areas 
Air pollution mitigation action plan prepared 
Installation and operation of anti-smog guns on 
high-rise buildings mandated 

ments and opened an automated 
vehicle testing centre. It has also 
approved 20 multi-modal integra 
tion projects worth U,000 crore 
and installed automatic number 
plate recognition (ANPR) cam 
eras at over 500 petrol pumps to 
monitor pollution-related and 
'end-of-life' vehicle violations. 

Meanwhile, transport minister 
Pankaj Singh has also presented 
the draft cabinet note for Unified 
Metropolitan Transport Author 
ity and Urban Transport Fund 
that is expected to soon be sub 
mitted for approval, officials said. 

Environment: Smog 
guns, pollution curbs 
With unpredictable weather and 
chronic air pollution still looming 
large, the environment ministry 
has stepped up enforcement 

across the Capital. Environment 
minister Manjinder Singh Sirsa 
has overseen the launch of two 
major plans -the air mitigation 
action plan and the summer 
action plan -to tackle seasonal 
pollution and heat-related stress. 
In a landmark move, the depart 
ment banned non-essential, 
non-EV from entering forest and 
reserved forest areas. 

On Friday, the government 
ordered all high-rise commercial 
buildings to install anti-smog guns 
within sixmonths. The industries 
department has also rolled out plans for CNG-powered water 
sprinklers in industrial areas. 

Water: Expanding access 
In a city where water continues to 
divide communities and shape 
politics, the Delhi Jal Board (DJB) 

has seen an overhaul. Officials say 

that 98 new borewells have been 
Commissioned, increasing water 

availability compased to the same 

time last year. Meanwhile, the long-promised 
GPS-based tanker monitoring sys 
tem has finally gone live - an 

attempt to curb pilferage and 
increase accountability. Critics, 

however, point out that this is a 
legacy promise made by previous 
g0vernments too. 

To combat Yamuna pollution 

and frothing, DJB has installed 
new aeration units along major 
drains. Real-time flood monitor 
ing using cameras has also been 
launched ahead of the monsoon. 

Education: Fee reforms, 
digital push 
In education, the government's 
agenda has pivoted heavily 
toward regulating private school 
fees and expanding digital infra 
structure. The new Delhi School 
Fee Regulation Policy empowers 
a tribunal to examine unjustified 
fee hikes. Over 80 private schools 
have been served notices. 

A web portal has been 
launched for parents to lodge 
complaints directly. 

Other reforms include a U,000 
monthly stipend for SC students 
in polytechnic institutions, and 
approval for 125 digital school 
libraries, 100 Dr APJ Abdul 
Kalam language labs, and 75"CM Shree" model schools with upgraded infrastructure. 

Conclusion: The need to sustain momentum 
While the new administration has presented a report card heavy with infrastructure metrics, tech nology-driven reforms, and sym bolic green policies. Many of the initiatives- Such as road repair, tanker GPS, or the EV bus rollout -had been stalled for years. But plenty of tests remain. The monsoon will test drainage prom 0ses. School fee regulation and bus route reform demand con stant oversight. 

whle, have flagged alleged"gaps" 
Opposition leaders, mean 

-including delays i s in the rollout of the 22.500 
scheme for women. monthly benefit 

The question now is not whether the administration has started moving but whether it can sustain this pace. 
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6 min read

Pointing to the “disturbing trend” of students “moving away from government schools”, and the steady increase in

private school enrolment in states, including Andhra Pradesh, Telangana and Uttarakhand, the Ministry of Education

has asked them to take steps to reverse the trend.

The matter of enrolment of students came up in meetings that the Education Ministry held with the states in March

and April to discuss their projects for the 2025-26 year under the Samagra Shiksha scheme.

In 11 of the 23 states and Union Territories, for which meeting minutes have been made public so far, the Union

ministry has raised the matter of increasing enrolments in private schools, and decreasing enrolments in government

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Education Ministry flags steady
increase in private school enrolment in
states, asks them to reverse trend
A similar matter was raised in recent meetings that the Education Ministry held with states on
the PM-POSHAN or midday meal scheme as well.

Written by Abhinaya Harigovind Following

Updated: May 31, 2025 10:01 IST

A similar matter, on decreasing enrolments in government schools, was raised in recent meetings that the Ministry had with the states on the
PM-POSHAN or midday meal scheme as well. (File photo)
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and aided schools, despite these states having a higher number of government schools.

A similar matter, on decreasing enrolments in government schools, was raised in recent meetings that the Ministry

had with the states on the PM-POSHAN or midday meal scheme as well.

In Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, and Uttarakhand, for instance, the secretary of the Education Ministry’s Department

of School Education and Literacy “expressed his concerns that in spite of spending a large amount of funds, students

are moving away from government schools, which is a disturbing trend.”

The minutes of the ministry’s meeting with Andhra Pradesh refer to UDISE+ data from 2023-24 to state that out of the

61,373 schools in the state, around 73 per cent (45,000) are government schools, and around 25 per cent (15,232) are

private ones. However, enrolment in government schools is around 46 per cent of the total enrolment, while

enrolment in private schools is a little more than 52 per cent of the total, going by the minutes. “Enrolment trend

during 2021-22 to 2023-24 suggests that enrolment in unaided schools is steadily increasing,” the minutes state.

In Telangana and Uttarakhand, the minutes say that the enrolment trend during the 2018-19 to 2023-24 period

suggests that “except during 2021-22 (COVID-19)”, enrolment in unaided schools is steadily increasing.

In Telangana, it refers to UDISE+ 2023-24 data to point out that 70 per cent of the 42,901 schools in the State are

government ones, but enrolment in government schools accounts for only 38.11 per cent of the total enrolment,

compared to 60.75 per cent of the total enrolment being in private schools.

Similarly, in Uttarakhand, close to 72 per cent of the total number of schools in the state are government ones.

“However, total enrolment in government schools is only 36.68 per cent as compared to 54.39 per cent enrolment in

unaided schools,” the minutes read.

In the case of Andhra Pradesh, Uttarakhand and Telangana, the secretary has suggested that the state “should make a

sincere analysis of the root cause so as to take remedial steps and to reverse this trend.”

In Tamil Nadu, the Union ministry has pointed out that government schools constitute 64 per cent of the total number

of schools, and account for 37 per cent of student enrolment. In contrast, unaided schools make up 21 per cent of the

total, and account for 46 per cent of enrolment. “In this regard, the State was urged to build the government school

brand so as to increase enrolment and make the best use of the available resources,” the minutes stated.

In Kerala and Maharashtra, the Union ministry flagged a drop in government and aided school enrolments in 2023-24

compared to 2018-19 in Maharashtra, and compared to 2022-23 in Kerala. In response, these states have said that they

have done a “data cleansing exercise using Aadhaar verification”.

In the Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Delhi, Ladakh, Puducherry, and Dadra and Nagar Haveli & Daman and Diu, the

Education Ministry has noted that enrolment in private schools is higher compared to government schools, and has

referred to this as a “matter of concern.”

A senior official in the Ministry of Education said that private school enrolments are particularly high in the junior

classes, and that states have been asked to check for reasons for the drop in government school enrolment. The

official added: “With aspirations, demand for private schools has also gone up.”
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The meetings on the PM-POSHAN scheme had referred to a drop in enrolments in government and aided schools,

with officials citing a data clean-up and a move to private schools in the post-COVID years as possible reasons.

The UDISE+ 2023-24 data shows that private school enrolment accounts for 36 per cent (a little over 9 crore) of the

total school enrolment of 24.80 crore. In 2022-23, private school enrolment was 33 per cent of the total, the same as

the figure in 2021-22, and a little less than the 36 per cent recorded in 2020-21. In the pre-pandemic year of 2019-20,

private school enrolment accounted for 37 per cent of the total.

Andhra

Pradesh

Govt Private Total

Enrolment

Govt school

enrolment as % of

total

2023-24 40.50 lakh 45.53 lakh 87.42 lakh 46%

2022-23 42.56 lakh 41.88 lakh 86.22 lakh 49%

2021-22 46.96 lakh 33.22 lakh 82.45 lakh 57%

2020-21 46.27 lakh 35.05 lakh 84.11 lakh 55%

2019-20 40.43 lakh 40.07 lakh 83.23 lakh 49%

2018-19 38.97 lakh 36.73 lakh 78.62 lakh 50%

Telangana Govt Pvt Total

Enrolment

Govt school

enrolment as % of

total

2023-24 27.80 lakh 44.31 lakh 72.94 lakh 38%

2022-23 30.09 lakh 39.27 lakh 70.27 lakh 43%

2021-22 33.04 lakh 35.14 lakh 69.15 lakh 48%

2020-21 28.97 lakh 39.64 lakh 69.65 lakh 42%

2019-20 28.38 lakh 39.85 lakh 69.38 lakh 41%

2018-19 28.24 lakh 37.54 lakh 67.01 lakh 42%

Uttarakhand Govt Pvt Total

Enrolment

Govt school

enrolment as % of

total

2023-24 8.70 lakh 12.90 lakh 23.72 lakh 37%

2022-23 9.43 lakh 12 lakh 23.57 lakh 40%

2021-22 9.81 lakh 12.39 lakh 24.50 lakh 40%

2020-21 9.17 lakh 12.83 lakh 24.26 lakh 38%

2019-20 9.41 lakh 12.98 lakh 24.67 lakh 38%

2018-19 9.68 lakh 12.55 lakh 24.53 lakh 39%

Tamil Nadu Govt Pvt Total

Enrolment

Govt school

enrolment as % of

total

2023-24 48.40 lakh 60.27 lakh 1.30 crore 37%
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2022-23 50.42 lakh 56.72 lakh 1.29 crore 39%

2021-22 53.15 lakh 52.30 lakh 1.28 crore 41%

2020-21 47.75 lakh 59.09 lakh 1.29 crore 37%

2019-20 45.93 lakh 64.15 lakh 1.33 crore 34%

2018-19 45.89 lakh 64.47 lakh 1.34 crore 34%

(UDISE+ data. Total enrolment includes govt aided schools)

© The Indian Express Pvt Ltd

This article went live on May thirtieth, twenty twenty-five, at twelve minutes past twelve in the afternoon.
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