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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during the month of JANUARY 2025.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT ,NewDelhi
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School numbers dip 1 cr in 2023-24; g

Govt says count now more accurate

ARG MR

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 31

FOR THE FIRST time in many
years, enrolment of students in
schools, as per a UDISE+ report,
has declined by over a crore in
2022-23 and 2023-24 compared
to an average of about 26 crore
every year over the previous four
years, with the drop being attrib-
uted by officials toimproved data
collection methods that elimi-
nated duplicate entries.

\ UDISE is India's most com-

TOTAL SCHOOL
ENROLMENT

Pk cpy

2023-24 [
2022-23 |
2021-22 |
2020-21 |
2019-20
2018-19

Average wral e ml‘menc fo
2018-19t02021-22is 2636 cr
Source: UDISE+report

prehensive database on school
education, and serves as a cru-
cial tool for monitoring and eval-

uating the quality of education;
from pre-primary to higher sec-|

ondary levels, Thisreport is pre-
pared by the Education Ministry
based on data fed directly by the
states on parameterssiichasen-
rolment, number of teachers,
and number of schools.

The latest report shows that
school enrolment stayed above 26
crore from 2018-19 to 2021-22,
with slightincreases of afew lakh

CONTINUEDON PAGE2
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students each year. While there
was asmalldip during the Covid
yearof 2020-21, the numbersre-
mained above 26 crore through-
out this period.

For the first time, enrolment
figures fell to25.17 crore in 2022-
23 and further declined to 24.8
crore in 2023-24. This represents
a drop of about 1.55 crore stu-
dents (nearly 6 per cent) from
the 2018-19 to 2021-22 period,
when enrolment averaged 26.36
crore.

Ministry officials acknowl-
edged the drop in enrolment but
said it stemmed from revised
data collection methods imple-
mented in 2022-23. Under the
new system, schools must now
provide student-specific infor-
mation rather than just school-
level numbers.

This requires detailed records
for each student, including their
name, parent's name, address,
and Aadhaar number, instead of
simply reporting total class
numbers. “This may have
weeded out certain numbers,
like children who may have been
enrolled in both a government
school and a private one,” asen-
ior official said.

The latest UDISE+ report in
fact states that the new data col-
lation method would lead to
“identification of beneficiaries
for benefit transfers of Samagra
Shiksha scheme, PM POSHAN
Scheme, National Scholarship
scheme etc” and that this “can
bring significant savings to gov-
ernment in future years.” \

But this also means that the
governmentdata wasinflated by
as much for many years.
According to government offi-
cials, the Ministry of Education
has asked states with a signifi-
cant drop in enrolment figures
to explain the drop.

Among the states, the largest
fall in enrolment in 2023-24
compared to 2018-19 was in
Bihar, where it dipped by 35.65
lakh, followed by Uttar Pradesh
(28.26 lakh), and Maharashtra
(18.55 lakh). Most states and UTs
have recorded a fallinenrolment
in 2023-24 compared fo 2018-
19, except for Andhra Pradesh,
Delhi, Jammu and Kashmir, and
Telangana.

A senior official in the UP

government said that “de-dupli~

cation” had helped remove
ames that may have been re-

peated. “Kids would getenrolled
ingovernment schools for schol-
arships or other benefits, and
may also have been enrolled in
private schools, resultingin mul-
tiple entries that have now been
removed. The data is now
Aadhaarlinked,” the official said.

However, officials in
Maharashtra said the use of
Aadhaar may have also led to
some genuine students being
left out of the enrolment figures
and that the final tally may im-
prove once these teething issues |
are wamv—
because of technical issues such |
as mismatched data. Forexam-
ple, a student's name on
Aadhaar and in school-record
does not match. Thus, verifica-
tion remains incomplete until
thatis corrected on the Aadhaar
card. Initially, this was possible
with a request on the school's
letter-head, now this change has
to come from parents who
should have their own Aadhaar
card. This entire process is time-
consuming, thus delaying their
inclusion in the total enrol-
ment,” said an official.

Compared to the 2018-19 to
2021-22 average, the 2023-24
enrolment data shows a drop in
both government(12.74 crorein
2023-24 compared to the four-
year average of 13.5 crore) and
private school (around 9 crorein
2023-24 compared to the four-
year average of 9.34 crore) enrol-
ment, butalargerdrop of around
5.59% in government schools
against a 3.67% drop in private
ones.

Similarly, enrolment among
bothboys and girls dropped, but
marginally higher for boys. Ato-
tal of 12.87 crore boys were en-
rolled in 2023-24, a drop of
around 6.04% compared to an
average of 13.7 crore from 2018-
19 to 2021-22. Around 11.93
crore girls were enrolled in
2023-24, compared to the four-
year average of 12.66 crore,

The drop in 2023-24 com-
pared to the four-year average
has been seen in the primary-.
(Classes 1 to 5), upper primary
(Classes 6 to 8), and secondary
(Classes 9 and 10) levels. In con-
trast, the pre-primaryand higher
secondary (Classes 11 and 12)
levels have seen an increase in.
enrolment in 2023-24, com-
pared to the 2018-19t0 2021-22
average,

£
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" Digital divide: Working
comps injust 57% of India’s

- schools, internet in 54%

Manash.Gohain
‘@timesofindia.com
New Delhi: India’s school in-

3 Dresents a mixed
i pietureof Progressand persis-

: tentchallenges, as hi ted
i in the Unified District Infor-
i mation System for Education
i Plus (UDISE+) 2023-24 _

: While over 90% of schools ha-

i ve basic amenities like electri- :

i city and gender-specific toi-
i lets, advanced facilities such
i as functional desktops, inter-

Only 57.2% of schools have
functional computers, 53.9%

{ have internet, and 52.3% sre.

{ equipped with ramps, under-

: Dumberof studentsdown by37
i lakhto248crorein2023:24 Bo-
i ¥saccount for 51.9% of enrol-
i ments and girls 481%. The
¢ shift from school-

* leveldatato individualstudent

s,

s AN T e e e

rolment
(%age Of Total Kids In School)
Foundational
(Nursery to Il) .41.5

Preparatory (IIl-v)

%age Of Total Enrolments

Minorities [N 20
0BC

sc N 15
STl 9.9

records, facilitated by Aadha-
arlinked unigue educational
IDs, is a step forward. “Stu-
dent-wise data gives a more ac-
curate pictureof theeducation

% adding that the new metho-
dology may partly account for
theobserved variations, ]

...........................................
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P to host National Children’s Science Congress;
\I (M Yadav to inaugurate 4-day event on January 3

" Chief Minister to launch Automation of Vamhamz’hz'm Observatory

SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: Madhya Pradesh
is set to host the 31st National
Children’s Science Congress,
themed “Understanding Eco-
systems for Health and Well-
being” Chief Minister Dr
Mohan Yadav will inaugurate
the four-day event on Janu-
ary 3.

The national-level pre-
mier event, which aims to fos-
ter scientific thinking among
young minds and inspire them
towards innovation and tech-
nological advancement, will be
organised at Ravindra Bhawan,
Bhopal, which will run until
January 6.

Alongside the Congress,
CM Yadav will also inaugurate
the automation of the Varaha-
mihira Astronomical Obser-
vatory. This groundbreaking
upgrade allows citizens to
access the observatory’s tele-

| scope remotely, enhancing

Madhya Pradesh’s reputation
in the fields of science and
astronomy.

CM Yadav said, “The event

€M Yadav launches e-office system on Wednesday in his office, stating

s

that it is vital for public welfare, efficient governance and ensuring

transparency

MPOST

is a platform to enhance chil-
dren’s interest in science and
motivate the new generation
in the field of innovation.
Madhya Pradesh is proud to
host the national-level Science
Congress.

The event will witness the

participation of more than 700
young scientists from across
the country, accompanied by
their teachers and mentors.
Adding to its interna-
tional appeal, students from
Gulf countries, including Bah-
rain, the United Arab Emir-

» The national-level
premier event, which
aims to foster scientific
thinking ameng young
minds, will be organised
at Ravindra Bhawan,
Bhopal, which will run
until January 6

» The event will witness
the participation of
more than 700 young
scientists from across the
country, accompanied
by their teachers and
mentors

ates, Kuwait, Oman, and Saudi
Arabia, will also be part of the
programime.

The theme for this year’s
Congress is divided into five
sub-themes: understanding
ecosystems, promoting nutri-
tion and health, ecological
approaches for self-reliance,
technological innovations, and
socio-cultural practices.

The initiative, launched
in 1993, is organized by the
National Council for Science
and Technology Communica-
tion under the Department of
Science and Technology, Gov-
ernment of India. It provides
children aged 10 to 17 years a
platform to explore and show-
case their scientific potential.

The Congress will host
over 20 technical sessions,
workshops, exhibitions, and

- engaging science-based activi-

ties, including; the Chandray-
aan exhibition, water rocketry,
environmental and mathemati-
cal ladder games, hydroponics
workshop, cheetah and biology
exhibitions, safety from light-
ning demonstrations, scientific
awareness through folk songs.
Eminent scientists, includ-
ing Dr Chetan Solanki (IIT
Mumbai), Dr Nand Kumar
(AIIMS Delhi), and Dr Chai-
tanya Puri (IISER Pune), will
engage in face-to-face inter-
actions with students, provid-
ing insights into their work and
inspiring the next generation of
innovators. >
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School enrolment
down by over a crore
in 2023-24: report

NEW pELHI

The total enrolment of stu-
dents has dropped by over
a crore In 202324 from
that of the previous years,

show the latest data re-
leased by the Education
Minlstry,

A total of 24,8 crore stu-
dents enrolled In the aca-
demic year 2023-24, the
Unified District Informa-
tion System for Education
Plus (UDISE+) report re-
leased by the Ministry said.
Over the past four years,
the enrolment number has
hovered around 26 crore.

Education officials have
said in the report that the
data show some real
changes from the previous
years as this exercise of
maintaining a separate stu-
dent base is unique and dif-
ferent and incomparable
from that of 202122 or the
previous  years. The
UDISE+ facilitates online
uploading of data at the
school level with inbuilt va-
lidadon checks and the
subsequent data verifica-
tion at the block, district
and State levels ensures da-
ta reliability and timely
completion.

In 201819, the total en-
rolment of students in
school was 26.02 crore,
which increased in 2019-20
by 1.6% and crossed 26.45
crore, an increase of more
than 42 lakh students. The
enrolments slightly fell in

2020-21 as compared with
201920, In 202122, as
compared with 2020-21,
the total enrolment in-
creased by 0.76%. Even ac-
cording to data from back
in 201213, the total enrol-
ment was 26.3 crore,
In 2022-23, there was a
drop in enrolment with
25.18 crore students being
registered and there was 3
further fall in 202324 1o
24.8 crore in the total en-
rolment, a drop of 6%
(nearly 1.2 erore students)
as compared with 201819,
In 202223, the Ministry
starled a  revitalised
UDISE+ ecosystem which
captures data on more
| than 60 fields for each stu-

uniqueness of the child,

i dent and to maintain the

the Aadhaar details were
also collected on a volun-
Lary basis.

In the latest report,
more than 19.7 crore stu-
dents provided Aadhaar
numbers by 202324 volun-
tarily, the report said.

Officials have stated that
UDISE+ 2022-23 data is not
strictly comparable with
the previous reports on va-
rious educational indica-
tors such as Gross Enrol-

6

the
Over the past four yeats:
erralment number has howered
around 26 crore:

ment Ratlo, Net Enrolment
Ratlo, dropout rates md;’
on, Since 2022-23, more &
forts have been put in ac
curately establishing st
dent and teacher
credentials to weed out ﬁ
te or ghost entries

mﬁc identification of
beneficiaries for various
educational schemes.

Apart from Aadhaar, 8
separate unique educa
tional 1D (EID) for every
student has been created
in the UDISE+ portaltomv-
er each and every child un-
der the ecosystem of
UDISE+, officials said.

“ the creation
of unique student and
teacher identities, creden-
tials of individuals students
and teachers in the educa-

leading to weeding out of
duplicate or ghost entries
resulting in precise identifi-
cation of beneficiaries for
benefit transfers of Sama-
gra Shiksha scheme, PM
POSHAN Scheme, Nati
Scholarship scheme etc.
(and) can bring significant
savings to government in
future years" the report
said. While in 201819,
13.53 crore boys were en-
rolled, this saw a drop to
12.87 crore enrolments in
202324 a decrease of
4.87%, while enrolment of
girls decreased from 12.49
crore in 201819 o 1193
crote in 202324, a de-
crease of 4.48%.

States like Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh and Maharashira
saw among the highest
drop in enrolments. In
2018-19, Bihar reflected an
enrolment of over 249
crore  students  which
dropped to over 2.13 crore
(a dip of over 35.65 lakh
students) in the respective
years UDISE+ report data.
Similarly, Uttar Pradesh
had shown enrolment of
4.44 crore students in
2018-19 which dropped by
28.26 lakh to 4.16 crore in
latest data. Maharashtra re-
corded a decrease of 18.55
lakh students from over
2.32 crore to 2.13 crore in

the latest report.
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/ Dropout rates rise from 5.2% in middle
school t010.9% at secondary stage: Study

b Continued fromP 1

his approach marks a

I departure from the ear-

lier school-level aggre-

gated data, enhancing the

monitoring of progression

and retention. The introduc-

: tion of unique educational

: IDs alongside Aadhaar aims

i to streamline beneficiary

govt

¢ schemes, reducing duplica-

i tionand promotingequitable
: resource distribution.

identification  for

: Gross Enrolment Ratio
: (GER) reveals disparities
! across educational levels.
i While the preparatory level
. boasts a GER of 96.5%, the
i foundationallevelisatamere
: 41.5%. Middle and secondary
levels are at 89.5% and 66.5%,
respectively Dropoutratesal-
sorise sharply at higher edu-
cation levels, from 5.2% in
middle school to 10.9% at the
secondary stage. Retention
: rates reflect a similar trend,
! plummeting from 85.4% at
i the preparatory level to just
© 45.6% atthesecondary stage.
; Disparities among states
: further complicate the pic-
i ture. West Bengal has 79%
foundational and preparato-
ry schools but only 11.6% sec-
ondary schools, creating a
risk of higher dropout rates.
Conversely, Chandlgarh’s
75.6% secondary schools in-
dicate a focus on higher
i education but highlight a
¢ shortage of foundational in-
: stitutionsat 6.1%. Infrastruc-
i turegaps and teacher deploy-
i ment issues exacerbate these
: challenges. “Despite efforts
¢ under NEP 2020, infrastrue-
i ture gaps hinder our pro-
gress toward universal edu-
cation. Optimising resources
i is key to meeting the ambi-
i tious targets for 2030," the
ministry official added.
Teacher deployment and
pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) re-
main critical issues. Several
i states, including Jharkhand,
: Bihar, and West Bengal, ex-

REPORT ON UNIFIED DISTRICT INFORMATION
SYSTEM FOR EDUCATION PI.I.IS 2023-24

Enrolment
(Foundational to secondary) tuul) m'&%
Number of boy students : of above 30:1
128744591 RN =2 Jharkhand :
Number of girl students 35
119301237 (NN 48 & Bihar 3
Number of OBC students 3 ~" 1
11,20,28,198 [ISENNNNAE 45 | hast :
Number of minority students B m“ i
49854850 [ 20 ' e _ @
Number of SC students pr&boﬂemlmﬂm) * T T T ——
44740969 [N 18 o Andhra Pradesh 8574678 [ESSSIERE 98 | States with best PTR
Number of Muslim students ¢ Maharashtra 2,0892,428 NS 97 | Sikkim
39262062 16 2 Haryana 5322753 [SNENN 95 i §
Number of ST students %  Manipur 335497 N 51 Mizoram, Arunachal
24606084 W10 Bihar 8285743 W 38 * Pradesh & Nagaland
Number of CWSN students Meghalaya 254583 1 24 R 13
g {08 "{", e, | Himachal Pradesh
2114110 ~ National average-‘ 197001059 9% P
NEP recomme rreachinga f of
Dropout rate & top 3 states (%) school eﬂumtlr:'ned ﬂf;e:g Imﬂ'e ammraﬂu ?eilg::elm ofalhlrhemr:fnve
F""';"""" "“;76"'? ; W;;; . 5'?3‘9"! learning and achieving desired level of learning outcomes
Bihar 2 1369 | 2595 2086 Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by gender
Meghalaya - 969 | 1241 - and level of school education (%)
Rajasthan - 7.08 - =+ Foundational ' Preparatory  Middle | Secondary
Jharkhand - = 9.0 ~ | Allindia 415 %5 895 665
Assam - = - | 1946  Female 41.6 977" 4 903} 6.7
Karnataka £ £ - | 1873 | Male 415 953 888 653

MNOTE: Individual student-wise data raﬁzcls realistic and mare amte plcture of education system which is attempted for the first
time at the national level, a departure from school-wise consolidated data till 2021-22 and hence the UDISE#+ 2022-23 data is not
strictly comparable with the previous reports on various educational indicators like GER, NER, dropout rates etc

ceed NEP-recommended PTR
of 30:1at the secondary level.
In contrast, Delhi and Chan-
digarh have optimal PTRs
aligned with NEP norms.
However, states such as As-
sam, Odisha, and Karnataka
face underutilised infras-
tructure due to low student-
to-schoolratios.

NEP 2020 prioritises in-
clusion and equity, and
UDISE+ data offers a snap-
shot of representation. Girls
constitute 48.1% of total en-
rolments, and minorities ac-
count for 20%, with Muslim
students representing 79.6%
of this group. Social category
data shows that 45.2% of stu-
dents belong to the OBC cate-

gory, followed by 18% SC and
9.9% ST students. Aadhaar
seeding stands at 79.4% na-
tionally, but states like Megh-
alaya (24.1%), Bihar (38.8%),
and Manipur (51.8%) lag,
which could impact targeted
interventions.

“Universal access to edu-
cation and reducing dropout
ratesby 2030isaprimary goal
of NEP 2020 and Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs),”
the report states. Aadhaar-
linked educational IDs en-
hance dropout tracking and
re-enrolment efforts while
streamlining governance for
schemes like Samagra
Shiksha and PMPOSHAN.

Despite strides in founda-

tional enrolment, transition
rates between educational
stages remain uneven. While
98.1% of students progress
from foundational to prepar-
atory levels, only 83.3% tran-
sition from middle to second-
ary education. These statis-
ties underscore systemic
challenges in retaining stu-
dents and ensuring smooth
educational progression. The
UDISE+ report servesasacall
toaction for optimisinginfras-
tructure, improving teacher
deployment, and

disparities in enrolment and
retention. These measures are
essential for realising NEP's
vision of equitable and inclu-
sive education by 2030, //
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School dropout rates go from bad to worse I Bihar and Assam,

!&-""l-- €sh Radhakrishnan

here has been a marked
IMprovement in the share

ooling, over 80
completed their secondary educa- |
o thout ing out in 2024 |
s Pared to just 73.5 in 2019,
Ong boys, the corresponding
numbers were 77.2 and 72.4 in
2024 and 2019 respectively, show-
INg an increase, though to a lesser
degree,

However, despite this improve-
m:;:)t a;an aII-I.::;a level, certain
T States s as Karnataka |
and Rajasthan have recorded sig-
Ip1_1f|canl 3&&5 in students drop-
ing out of upper primary and se-
condary schools. In Bihar and
Assam — States where the dropout
;;I? \mers1 already concerning in
— the rates h,
further in 2024. i
For instance, in Karnataka, of
the 100 girls who started schooling
only 76,5 completed secondary
education without dropping out in
2024 compared to 79.3 in 2019. Si-
milarly, for boys, the ratio declined
10 70.7 from 73.6. In Bihar, the ra-
tio slipped from bad to worse in
the same period. Of the 100 girls
who started schooling only 40.3
completed secondary education
without dropping out in 2024 com-
wfx g;fsdﬂtgém in 2019. Simi-
B8fomsiz, o ceclinedto
s o st
o 100
completed upper ;mrimary de:l:
condary education in 2024 and
2019. The data is provided for all
major States across both genders.
In direct contrast to States such as
Bihar and Assam, where the sirua- |
tion went from bad to worse, in
States such as Kerala and Tamil Na-

Dropout rates in Kamataka, Rajasthan, Gujarat and Haryanaare

du, the figures improved from
good to excellent.

For instance, in Kerala, of the
100 boys who started schooling,
99,6 completed upper primary in
2019, which improved further to
100 in 2024, The number re-
mained at 100 among girls for both
years. Similarly, of the 100 boys
who started schooling, 88.3 com-
pleted secondary education in
2019, which improved to 95.7 in
2024. The corresponding numbers
among girls were 93.2 and 97.5.

Similarly, in Tamil Nadu, of the
100 boys who started 5¢deg.
99 completed upper primary in
2019, which improved to 100 in
2024. Among girls, the number im-
proved from 97.5 to 100, In secon-
dary schooling, among boys, the
number improved from 813 t0
89.2, and among girls, it improved
from 89.4 1o 95.6.

While the absolute increase or
decrease in the share of school stu-
dents who pass on to higher
grades without getting dropped
out is one facet of the story, analys-
ing the degree of increase or de-
crease brings out further nuances.
To arrive at the degree of increase
or decrease, the 5tates were
ranked as shown in Table 2.

For instance, in 2019, of the 100
girls who started schooling in Mah-
arashtra, 83.5 completed secon-
dary education, a figure similar to
that of Uttarakhand that year. In
2024, Maharashtra's figures im-
proved to 90.5, however, Uttarak-
hand’s numbers increased even
further to 92.8. While both States
improved, the degree of rise was
steeper for Uttarakhand.

Because of this, in Table 2, Ut
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Falling attendance

urcad from UDASES
The figgures In the tables are The Hindu's calculations based on 4t goimced
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Table 2= Tne La0ke 052
cotumin baed o0
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colurmen as ail tre |
completed upEeT

Tabla 1: Table shows the number of students out of every 100 who
complated upper primary and secondary education in 20 u.‘ 24) and
2019 ('19). Upper primary; Class Vi to Vill, Secondary: Class £ and 7

= In Kerala, of the 100 bays who started schooling, 99.6 completed
upper primary in 2019, which improved further to 100 In 2024

Upper primary __ Sacendary
oy | | I
an | 24 |

tarakhand’s proved
from 1ith to 4th (for secondary
girls) while Maharashtra’s rankings
improved only from 12th to 7th.
States such as Gujarat have re-
mained stagnant at the bottom of
the ranking table in both years. Ha-

in its rankings.
of the top 10 list in all school levels
across genders in 2019 and moved
out of the list in 2024.

Kerala ) | 883|087 | 932 | 975
W LR
Tamil Nadu el | 3| @4 Pe
Punjab i 027 | |62 | s28
Uttarakhand | 92.2 | i) 739 | 8AS | Ba6 | sam
P ~ [esa wme e12 [ms
s {4 mas w5 w05
e {799 | 865 | &35 | 505
et 826 a7s | 855 | 903
— BL2 842 | 839 | gas
[ | |®04 837 mas| g
s 873 [ 952 | 817 | 935 | 115 | 654 | 651 | gez
Tripus | 914 | 947 | 939 %63 62 | s |z ae
westpengal | 924 [ 0| 9T | ] 13 [7es | 175 s
Woyana || 83 [977 956 (w6 Tia e sz
K 878 | 943 1861 | 954 | 699 | 808 | sae | azs
conattisgarh | 883 | 818 | 502 [ 842 (607 | 718 | 26 | a1
= galand I._m 888 E_ws 563 | 766 | N_I_‘FG_-S_
Manipur | 89 | 916 | 921 (526 | 761 | 76 | 789 | 718
— 896 | 906 818 | 77 | T4a | sos | 774
918 | %02 | 928 | 657 | 722 | 662 | 3
908 | 948 | 943 | 659 | s9g {135 |1ma
848 | 208 | 866 | 785 | 726 78 | 769
sl R _ss|ss.1'73:aTr_ﬁ_.
495 | 738 [ 707 | 193 {?
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= 2 -;da_nnﬁ:m._ ';';g-an
porrFy [o11 | s27 . gis ‘_93. | 124 |'n".: | 11_5 '_EM |-1ntheﬁrstmlumn.Meg“alwaumnledias&n]om

— | as of the 100 boys who started schooling, onty 786
| completed upper primary in 2015, the least among
| all States

= in Bihar, of the 100 girls who started schoeling, only 40.3 completed
jary education in 2024 d to 51.6 of them in 2019
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"FOCUS ON Al EDUCATION FO!
BOTH AI USERS AND AI CREATO

B Ravindran & Krishnan Narayanan

rtificial intelligence (Al) has
become intricately woven
into the fabric of our daily
lives. From personalised rec-
ommendations on stream-
ing plaﬁbrms to smart home devices
that respond to our voice commands,
Al has become an omnipresent force.
However, as we stand on the cusp of an
Al-driven era, a critical guestion
emerges: Are we preparing everyone
tonavigate this new landscape, or just
the select few who create it?

Democratising Al education
Traditionally, Al education has been
geared toward training specialists—
engineers, data scientists, and re-
searchers who develop complex algo-

. rithms and models. While their role

- is eruecial, focusing on this group
creates a chasm between Al creatars
and users, The reality is that AT has
applications that transcend technical
fields and touch every profession and
aspect of civic life.

Consider a dedicated teacher aim-
ing to provide personalised learning
experiences for her students. With
generative Al tools, she can tailor les-
son plans to accommodate different
learning styles and needs, enhancing
educational outcomes. Similarly, a
shopkeeper preparing for the festive
© season could leverage Al to craft
engaging marketing messages,
' drawing in customers with person-
alised promotions. Even a con-
cerned citizen can utilise Al to ana-
lyse civic data, participate in com-
munity planning, or advocate for
social causes more effectively.

In particular; GenAl has revolution-
ised the game by facilitating natural

_Ilﬂhlhnl mtssmmnmo,n:mumw
SCHOOL OF DATA SCIENCE AND A, I NADRAS

DUAL APPROACH

Krishnan
ITIHAASA RESEARCH AND DIGITAL

| CO-FOUNDER & PRESIDENT,

mnues 10 evolve, the imperative for India to democratise Al education
clearer. By equipping people from all walks of life with the knowledge
and skills to interact with Al memungfﬂlyr we foster a soclety that can harness Al's
full potential, and we move towards a more inclusive and dynamic society. Similarly,
there is a huge opportunity to train the next generation of IT professionals in Indiaon
how to design and build Al systems. By broadening Al education to include both users
‘and creators, and emphasising both practical skills and foundational knowledge, we
ensure that everyone has a seat at the table in shaping our shared future.

human-Al interaction. Tools like Chat-
GPT, Gemini or Claude enable users to
have conversations with Al in their
native language and generate human-
like text, opening doors to creative
content generation, data analysis, and
problem-solving without reguiring
deep technical expertise. This shift
means that Al is no longer confined to
the realm of code and complex algo-
rithms; it’s accessible through simple,
conversational prompts,
So, what should Al education for

non-specialists entail?

1. Foundational understanding:

Introducing basic Al concepts—what

Al is, how it works, and its potential

applications and limitations.

2. Practical skills: Hands-on train-

ing with Al tools relevant to virious

fields, enabling people to integrate

Al into their work effectively
3.Ethical awareness: Educating
users about data privacy, data
bias, and the responsible use of
Al technologies.
4.Problem-solving approaches:
Learning to view Al as a thought-
partner and how it can address spe-
cific challenges within their profes-
sions or communities.

For example, the Al Camp initiative
by the United Arab Emirates’ ministry
of artificial intelligence offers immer-
sive Al literacy workshops and frain-
ing to educate citizens.

Al creators: Deapening the
foundations '
On the flip sidg, there'’s a burgeoning

misconception that creating Al ls
doegp’t requiye a strong foundat

in mathematics or computer science.
With the rise of user-friendly plat-
forms offering drag-and-drop fune-
tionalities, it's easy to believe that
anyone can develop Al solutions
without understanding the underly-
ing mechanics. However, this isakin
to the difference between an electri-
cian and an electrical engineer. While
an electrician can install and trou-
bleshoot electrical systems, an elee-
trical engineer designs and compre-
hensively understands the prmciples
governing these systems.

For those aspiring to create AI
education must delve deeper:

1.Mathematical rigour: Mastery of ¢
caleulus, linear algebra, statistics;
and probability to comprehend and
develop complex algorithms.

2. Programming proficiency: Ad-
vanced skills in programming lan-
guages and software development to
build and optimise Al models.

3. Theoretical understandmg‘ In-
depth study of machine learning
theories, neural networks, and data
structures.

4.Ethical design: Integrating prin-
ciples of responsible Al to ensure
technologies are fair, transparent
‘and accountable.

Understanding these mndamentals
is crucial. For instance, a layperson
might be intrigued that ChatGPT of-
fers different responses to the same
question, attributing it torandomness
or “intelligence.” In contrast, someone
with a deep understanding of Al
knows that ChatGPT works only by
predicting the next word in a sentence
based on patterns it has learned from
vast amounts of text, and that we can
adjust how precise or creative the Al

- is when generating answers.

To enable such Al education, at II'T
Madras, we have created an entirely

- new department, the Wadhwani Sehool

of DPta Science and AL
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New educationpo]icy
thisyear,says Dhanda

'Ihmummzwssm

CHANDIGARH, JANUARY 2

Haryana Education Minister
Mahipal Dhanda has said the
Education Department. is
working ata fast pace toimple-
ment the National Education
Policy (NEP)this year. Dhanda
said toinvite suggestions from
universities, colleges and

schools of the state as well as

holders, a portal would be
launched at Kurukshetra Uni-
versity on Vivekananda
Jayanti (January12).
He said he had chmred a
meeting in Panchkula a few
days ago, in which it was
decided that ameeting should
be held with divisional-level
colleges regarding the imple-
mentation and objectives of
the policy, and in this series, a
meeting was organised at
Government Girls College,
today. Principals
of74govermnentcoilégesof

Gurugram division and 33 col-
leges of Faridabad division

He said instructions had
been issued to install sugges-
colleges to connect students
with the new policy. On the
basis of the suggestions, a
framework would be prepared
to improve the policy.

The minister said every
student was connected with
digital technology, soa portal
had been created for online
suggestions so that students
could offer suggestions sit- -
ting at home. A plan was
being prepared on the basis
of suggestions from people
associated with the educa-
tion sector so that students
did not have to face any diffi-
culty in the upcoming aca-
demic session, he said,
adding that a national-level
round table conference
would be organised on the

yin | ey
policy inFebruary.
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Pallas s cat

M.P. Praveen
| mcm

During his 15-day trip to

Mongolia in the harsh win-
ter of March 2017, Shefiq
Basheer Ahamm'ed, now
serving as Malappuram Re-
gional Transport Officer,
. had little inkling that his lit-
tle adventure would be-
come part of a school text-
book years later.

“Mr. Ahammed had no
clue that his trip to photo-
graph the hard-to-spot Pal-
las’s cat, one of the smal-
lest wildcats of the world,

wasdgcluded as a chapter.

in the Gul Mohar Language

Pallas’s cat

Mr. Ahammed came to
know about it only after
one of his friends hap-
pened to accidentally over-

For Life English CBSE" hear his daughter reading

Course Book for Class 7.

out the chapter aloud.

“] was pleasantly sur-
prised to hear that my pas-
sion has been found wor-
thy of being included in a
textbook,” says M
Ahammed.

Incidentally, the story
about the trip to Mongolia
written by G. Shaheed, a
senior journalist, along
with Mr. Ahammed’s pho-
tographs was carried by
the Frontline magazine in
the issue dated june 4,
2021, The chapter is

named after the title of that

story, The Small Ghost of
the Mountain.

The Pallas’s cat is
named thus since it is noc-
turnal and with its white

‘complexion blends seam-
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ﬁ(:lal S Mongoha tI'l[HO cllck
find its way into textbook

lessly with its snowy habi-
tat. “Pallas’s cat was the
primary focus of that trip,
along with Bactrianor dou-
ble-humped camel and
Przewalski’s horse, named
after the Russian geogra-
pher Nikolay Przewalski,”
says Mr. Ahammed. :

He first spent four days .
trekking and camping in
the Hustai National Park
and the next 11 days in the
Altai Mountain areas to get
a sighting of the cat, brav-
ing inclement weather
when temperature
dropped to as low as -20
degrees. Mr. Ahammed’s
passion for wildlife photo}i
raphy has taken him
countries so far. -
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l'l ~ t'The Hindu Lit for Life, it

| A has been over a decade of

i orchestrating scintillating
conversations between authors and
readers who devour books. In its

| Tatest edition, set to take place on

f Janq;ﬁr.ls and 19 in Chennai, we g0
behind the scene with Rachna
Singh Davidar, the festival director,
to understand what it takes to build
aliterature festival.

Question: Tell us about your tryst

| Answer:

with The Hindu Lit for Life. What was
your first experience like? '
iswer: | came to the festival in
2012 and became its programme

| director in 2013. This is my first

year as festival director. I'd spent
many years running event-based
istores, and organising a
literature festival seemed a natural
extension of that. My first
experience at the festival was
exhilarating. To see a programine
that you’ve worked on for months,
playing out onstage is truly
satisfying. The first festival in some
ways was the most magical, but in
other ways seeing the festival
develop over the years is justas
satisfying.
: How has the festival evolved, what
doyou see happening differently in the
2025 edition?
A:The festival has grown and -
evolved organically. In the recent
past we have branched out from
being solely about books and
literature to other cultural areas
and that has been very rewarding.
We're primarily about books an
writers, but now one can

o

the festival director for
The Hindu Lit for Life
2025, elaborates on the
evolution of the festival
and what the audience
can expect this time
around

see and hear from artists,
musicians, dancers, actors, and
comedians. Showcasing culture in
this expansive manner is a way to
keep the festival fresh and
interesting and give attendees a
truly immersive experience.

We have also tried to limit large
panel discussions as these tend to
become a bit superficial or
unfocussed. The one-on-one
conversations with eminent writers
or cultural personalities tend to be
much more deep and stimulating
for the audience — especially if the
interlocutors are skilful. Workshops
on all manner of subjects have
been received very well so we are
ramping up those as well.

Q: What has been the response to the
Dialogue initiative in cities like
Hyderabad and Bengaluru? Is the
ival now intent on representing a
outh Indian identity?

A: 1am thrilled that we’ve
expanded to Hyderabad and
Bengaluru and perhaps we will be
able to do a larger festival in both
cities next year. We had a terrific
turnout and deeply engaged
audiences. In both cities it was
particularly encouraging to see that
there were many student
attendees; we have something solid
tp b dm. v H .1 I’
12 Wedidr'tsetoutto privilege

South Indian literature or cpltg?re
over all other cultures as we havi
always seen ourselvesasan . _
International festival based i ©
Chennai. Given the enormous

riches of Tamil literature (and of
South Indian literature in general)
the festival has always had a _
distinctively South Indian flavour. It
is one of the things that !
differentiates our festival from
numerous other festivals in the

country and around the world. ! q{‘

o
TWIVS

Q: What must the audience look
forward to in this edition?

A: Shashi Tharoor returns with his
new book, A Wonderland of Words,
Nobel Prize winner Venki
Ramakrishnan will talk about the
quest for immortality, we have the
eloquent novelist Abraham
Verghese who’s book, The Covenant
of Water is a bestseller and , social
media influencer, Prajakta Koli’s
debut, a love story set in the world.
of books.The grand historian Peter
Frankopan will give an illustrated
talk on how climate change has
shaped global history, Manu Pillai
will talk about the rise of the Hindu
Right, International Booker Prize
winning authors Jenny Erpenbeck
and Michael Hoffman will be in
conversation on Kairos, a novel set
in East Germany, just before the fall
of the wall.

We will talk of history and
conflict, love and war, will argue
about politics in India and the .
politics of Israel and Palestine. "
There will be talk of food and sex,
discussion on movies, art and
poetry. The festival's founder
Nirmala Lakshman will talk about
the Tamils as a community. Atthe -

art of the festival there will

stories that belong to us all. y
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Ashna Butani
NEW DELHI

As Delhi schools kept ad-
justing their modes of
teaching between online,
offline or hybrid due to the
pollution-related  curbs,
Ministry of Education an-
nual data show that the
percentage of city schools
with digital facilities was
significantly higher than
the national average.

! According to Unified
District Information ' Sys-
tem for Education Plus
(UDISE+) data, 99.1% of
Delhi schools have func-
tional desktops compared
t0 32.4% across the coun-
try. Assam had the least
number of schools with
functional desktops
(12.8%), followed by Bihar

(17%).

Similarly, 60.9% of
schools in Delhi had func-
tional projectors while the
national average stood at
20.3%. :

For integrated teaching:-
learning devices, 37.3% of
Delhi schools have the fa-
cility against 8.1% across

national average, s

elhi schools fare much bet

ter in
how Ministry of

in digitalisation than
Education data

100+

404
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Digjtal divide

pelhi struggles to narrow the gap between private and govt. schools in digital infrastructure

City vs nation

60.9

Desktops = Smart

Classrooms

s Delhi average = India average
Figures in % | Source: Ministry of Education

Projectors

@ 4

Mobile ' Integrated

phones Devices

Government vs private
schools in Delhi

Mobile phones for teaching

30.2% . 50.6% ’ i

Integrated devices

30.3% ' 45.9% ’

Smart classrooms

(13.3%) and Jharkhand

the country. In this regard,

15

. T0% ’ ‘ 79.5% '

The UDISE+ report is italisation. For instance,

Chandigarh tops the list based on voluntary ‘50.6% of private unaided
with 42.2% while Megha-  uploading of data by schools and 43.1% of go-
laya is at the bottom with schools across the country. vernment-aided  schools
2.4%. _ ; . have mobile phones for

Seventy-four percent of Digital divide teaching purposes in com-
Delhi schools have smart According to the report, parison {0 30.2% of govern-
classrooms against the na-  private schools are leading  ment schools. \
tional average of 24.4%. government schools indig- Similarly, 45.9% of priv-

ate unaided schools é‘i‘é
equipped with integrated
teaching-learning devices |
against 30.3% of govern-
ment schools.

Moreover, 70% of go- |
vernment schools have
smart classrooms, while in-
private schools, the per-
centage stood at 79.5.

‘pandemic fuelled rise’
Sudha Acharya, principal
of LT.L. Public School in
Dwarka, said the pandemic |
fuelled the increase in digi-"
talisation. “Teachers began
innovating teaching as we
were no longer confined to
textbooks,” she said.

A government school
principal, who did /not
wish to be named, said that
although government |
schools have started re- |
ceiving the facilities for on- |
line classes, some students
still do not have devices to |
join classes online. “When
online classes were an-
nounced in Novembel
around 30-35% of his ¢
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133 schools upload students’

BIJENDRA AHLAWAT
TRIBUNIENEWS SERVICE

FARIDABAD, JANUARY 4
Regls%ratlon and upload-
\ing of data of students in
government schools is
under way in the district
under the One Nation,
One Student ID Scheme,
Around
Ischools have been covered
so far. Known as APAAR
(Automated! Permanent
|Ar:adem1b Account Reg-
istry) Scheme, the project,

 has been launched by the,

one-third  of -

5 Ja

202_‘51

245 govt schools yet to do ) | huﬂatrve part of

One Nation, One Student]D Scheme
ot 25 R . i
Union government ' ties, who have "decid:éd to

The district has 378 gov-

ernment schools, with an
enrolment strength of
over 65,000, it is reported.

The Education Depart-
ment has taken up the
project in response to the
directions issued by the

- Ceptral and state apthori-

create a database and
identity of all students

.enroﬂed in government

schools aceording to offi-
cial sources.

As many as 133 scho 5
have completed %‘
process of accumulah
and uploading the details,

Vaju_hln -2

while 245 schools are yet
to accomplish the task in
the district.

The project will help
curb the enrolment of stu-

~ -dents at more than one

place, it is claimed. “The
data of 991 of 1008 stu-
dents enrolled at Govern-
ment Primary School in
Aitmadpur village of the

‘has been uploaded

iqlﬁ?'ht;u?da‘tabaée ‘manage-

ment systexf; ﬁid?(}h_ ar
Sir dmaste:

. said it woyld not only h'elp

16

in checking the doubling
of enrolment but also
identifying beneficiaries
of  various welfare
schemes, including mid-
day meal.

The authorities will also
be able to keep a track of
students who drop out
before’ matriculation . or
plus two. As the project
aims to cover both govern-
ment and primary schools
in every district, the work

e of uploading data may

take a year. The depart-

data under APAAR project in Fbad

ment has proposed to
appoint master trainers to
ensure compilation and
uploading of details in a
proper manner, said an
official. APAAR is a spe-
cialised identification sys-
tem designed for all stu-
dents in India.

The initiative aligns with
the new National Educa-
tion Policy. Ajit Sin h,
District Education Officer,
said directions had been
issued 'fosall schools for
uploading details.
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At Delhi Govt School,
Oly Dreams In Focus

M
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In a game-chang-
ing move for aspiring shoo-
ters, chief minister Atishiin-
augurated an Olympic-level
shooting range at a Delhi govt
school in Kalkaji on Sunday.

The 10-metre range at Kal-
kajiNo.3schoolfeaturesisla-
nes, an electronic target sy-
stem, and world-class air pis-
tols and rifles, providing stu-
dents with a top-tier facility.

During the inauguration,
Atishi expressed her belief
that the next Abhinav Bindra
or Manu Bhaker would emer-
ge from Delhi govt schools. “A
child from a middle-class fa-
mily can now dream of bring-
ing home an Olympic medal,
just like Bhaker, or hear the
Indian national anthem play
globally while winning gold,
like Bindra," she said.

The chief minister pointed
out the significant barriers
that hinder widespread parti-
cipation insports. Sheempha-
sised on how facilities of this
calibre are usually available
only at private shooting rang-
es, making the sport unaffor-
dable for most families.

“Sports often remain inac-
cessible because of the high
expenses for equipment, trai-
ning, coaching and facilities.
In shooting, for example, air
pistols and air rifles range

Atishi Inaugurates Shooting Range In Kalkaji

CM Atishi expressed her belief that the next Abhinav Bindra

or Manu Bhaker would emerge from Delhi govt schools

The 10-metre range
at Kalkaji No.3
school features 15
lanes, an electronic
target system, and
world-class air
pistols and rifles

from Rs 50,000 to Rs 2 lakh
each, with professional mo-
dels exceeding Rs 3 lakh. Am-
munition can cost Rs 2,000 per
tin, and other essential gear
like shooting jackets, gloves,
eyewear, scopes, and tripods
can add up to lakhs of rupe-
es,” Atishiexplained.

She also reflected on her
conversations with local resi-
dents who studied in nearby

20

govt schools. “Just a few days
ago, someone shared their ex-
perience of studying at No. 2
school, which was known as
the'tentsehool.' They recalled
how the walls were broken,
rainwater flooded the premi-
ses, and the roof leaked. On
rainy days, classes had to be
cancelled,” Atishirecalled.
Drawing a powerful cont-
rast, the CM concluded, “From

those tent schools with leaking

roofs to inaugurating an Olym-
pic-level shooting range today,
thisis thestory of thetransfor-
mation of Delhi'seducation sy-
stem. This brings me immense
joy. In recent-years, Delhi govt
built 25 swimming pools, seven
football grounds, and three
hockey turfs.”
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T
f/UGC draft norms remove NET |
as must for assistant prof post

Sanjay Maurya tions,” Kumar added, tidisciplinary €cosystem within

; tt:u e‘:i - t::ﬂ Academicians haye called the university campuses as envis-
eRers@hindustantimes.com draft regulations “progressive aged in NEP 2020,” Kumar saiq,

| NEW DELH|: Clearing Nationa] steps towards strengthening Candidates must have 5 four-
Eligibility Test (NET) will no higher education, Year UG degree with at least 75%
longer be amandatory gualifica- In a meeting held on Decem-  marks or a PG degree with at
tion for appointment as an ber 23, 2024, UGc approvedthe least 559 marks and a PhD

] t professor, to “Draft UGC (Minimum Qualifi- degree for the appointment of
the University Grants Commis- cations for Appointment of  assistant professor, according to

sion (UGC) ‘draft guidelines Teachers and Academic Staffin new draft regulations, '
released by Union education 1 Universities and Colleges and For promotion to associate
' rmendra Pradhan k= - ' for the Maintenance of professor and professor in uni-
on Monday for faculty recrujt- UGC chairperson M Jagadesh  Standards in Higher Education) versities and colleges, the PhD
ment and promotions in higher - Kumar and Union education Regulations, 2025, Pradhan degree remain a mandatory
“education institutions, minister Dharmendra released the draft norms which  qualification, Candidates must
The draft norms focus on Pradhan at the release of the are available on the UGC website  have made atleast notable cop-
removing ‘rigidity” from the draft UGC regulations, ANl for feedback and Suggestions.  tributions in at least four out of |
existing eligibility criteria for These norms specify the mini-  the nine areas— innovative
culty appointments and pro-  Jeye] positions —to haye cleared mum qualifications, €xperience, teaching contribution: research
viding opportunities for univer- UGC-NET after postgraduation  and accomplishments for or teaching lab development:
sities to hire academjc staff from (PG). It will not be mandatory appointment and Promotion of consultancy or sponsored
diverse, multidisciplinary back- under the new UGC draft norms, faculties and other academic research funding as a principal
groundsin line with the National “The 2018 regulations belong  staff. including vice-chancellors, investigator or co-principal
Education Palicy (NEP) 2020. fo the pre-NEP 2020 era, Inthe in higher education institutions, investigator; teaching contriby-
“These draft reforms and new regulations, we haye The new draft norms state tions in Indian languages; teach-
guidelines will infyge innova-  removyed rigidity from existing  that candidates with four-year ing-learning and research in IKS;
tion, inclusivity, flexibility, and regulators and are providing  undergraduate (UG) or post- student internship or project
dynamism in €Very aspect of exibility to the higher educa- graduate degrees in disciplines Supervision; digital content crea-
higher education, empower ﬂoninsﬂtuﬁonstoselectthebest diﬂerent_'_ﬁ'om their PhD field tion for massjye open online
teachers and academic staff,  talentsand Provide them witha  wijy still be eligible for appoint-  course (MOOCs); community
strengthen academic standards  supportive €cosystem togrowin  ment as assistant professors ip €ngagement and service; ang
and pave the way for achieving multiple ways,” UGC chairper-  the subject of their PhD, Addi- start-up with funding through
| educational excellence,” Prad-  sop M Jagadesh Kumar told HT. tionally, candidates who qualify  government, angel or venture
| han said, during the release of “The NEP 2020 says that we for NET or state eligibility test  funds to support it.
by tions at UGC head- must introduce multidisciplin-  (SET)ina subject different from Prof Dhananjay Joshi, vice-
] quarters in Delhi, ary education, therefore oyr their four-year i degree will be chancellor of Delhj Teachers .
J The new norms wil| replace  teachers alsg had to come from  eligibje for assistant professor University, termed drafe norms a
! the existing 2018 regulations on multidisciplinary backgrounds, positions in the subject in which  “progressive step” towards
| minimum qualifications for fac- Regardless of your undergradu- they cleared NET or SET. higher education, “Teachers
- ulty appointments i universi- ate (UG) or postgraduate (PG) “This is an important flexibil-  should e dynamic in line with
| tiesand colleges. The 2018 regu- degrees and their respectivedis- ity to Témove rigid subject the multidisciplinary nature of
lations made it compulsory for ciplines, pursuing a PhD ip a  boundaries angd allow faculty education as advocated inNEP
the candidate seeking the role of . completely different field wif] applicants to transition across 2020, The regulations provide |
assistant professor level — entry- still qualify you for faculty posi- disciplines, creating a more mul-  the guidelines for the same,”

|
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UGC eages hiring
contract teachers,
opens V-C post to
non-academics to

:

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
&RITIKACHOPRA
NEW DELHI JANUARY &

IN A MAJOR averhaul of the
process of appointment of lead-
ors in higher education, the
University Grants Commission
(UGC) issued new rules Monday
whicheffectnvely grve Governors
n stares broader pawers in ap-
painting Vice-Chancellors and
apened the positian to industry
experts and public sector veter-
ans, thus breaking from the tra-
dition of selecting onty academi-
cans.

Accarding to government
sources. if approved as 15, the
new regulations will give
Chancellors greater control aver
Vice-Chancellor selection. This
will likety have agnificant ram-
tficatons for Opposition-ruled
states such as Tamil Nadu, West

Bengal and Kerala, where the
government and Covernor | who
serves as Chancellor of state uni-
versities ) are currently locked in
disputes over the lop academic
APPUINtMeEnt process.

The new draft regulations —
ttled  ‘University  Grants
Ecmrmssmn (Minimum

Anew
@ flashpoint

EXPLAINED

THE UGCS draft norms
have safely pravided that
Chanceliors would get to
control the enfire process
ol appemting V-Cs in
state universities. Some
state governments led by
non-BJP parties have al-
ready proposed that the
M — and not the
Gavernor who is ap-

paimited by the Union
govemnment — should be
the Chancellor. The new
norms could become a
new flashpoint

Qualifications for Appointment
and Promotion of Teachers and
Academic Staff in Universities
and Colleges and Measures for
Maintenance of Standards in
Higher Education) Regulations,
2025 ~ have also removed the
caponcontractteacher appoint-
ments
The 2018 regulations had
CONTINUEDON PAGE 2

W UGC eases hiring contract teachers

limited such appointmentsto 10 P""m Mrhe n:al:'e contnbunions
per cent of an institubion’s fotal dered areimno-
faculty posinans that will be cansi tbunon. re-
The new rules will be fi-  vative traching con b develop-
nalised aiter the higher educa-  search or teaching la i
tion regulator receives public  ment.consultancy or $po napal
feedback on the draft. research funding as a pri 1%
“The ChancellorVisorshll - investgator or co-principal 1
constitute the Search-cum- wmgatnt.wdemmlt?ﬂ“:“ﬂ
Selection Comrmultee compnsing — project supervision, digital con-
three experts,” the new regula- — tent creanon for massive open
Hons state Eartier. the regulations — anhine courses (MOOCs), com-
mentioned that the selectionfor — munity engagementand SErVICe,
the past of Vice-Chancellor  and a "startup”, registered with
should be thiough proper iden- — the Registrar of Companies as "a
tification by a panel o 3-5 per-  founding promater, successfully
sons formed by a Search-cum- rsing funding through govern-
Selection Commiltee but did pot ment, angel or venture funds to
speafy whowould constitutethe  support the startup.”
commitiee. Kumar said the subject ex-
Accordingto asenior povern- Pertsin the selection committee
ment official, there are at Jeast Tor these hinngs will evaluate the
two Supreme Court Judgments  notable contnbutions “in a trans-
that make the UGC regul, parent way as deg 1y the se
especially those pertainingtoac-  lection commitiee~
ademic appaintments, applica- “The draft regulations ex-
bletostate universities aswell.  pand the scope to identify lead-
In other words, Governors in

stateswho are Chancellors of state
versities now have

ers who can navigate complex
Systems, foster innovation, and

trolover the selection process.and

| alsohave the final say on the V-C
| appaointment. The draft guidelines
| alsowam that I

build ol edlob
between academia, industry,
and society in alignment with
the wision of NEP 2020,” he said.

Bonmay resultindebamingan in-

stitution from participating in

UGC schemes or from offering de-
programmes.

“Every time we revise UGC
regulations, we try to make
changes based on past experi-
ences. As far as Vice-Chancellor
appointments are concerned,
we have tried to make the selec-
Bon process as clear as possible,
leaving no room for ambiguity,”
said asenior government official.
When asked if the change was
influenced by the tussle be-
tween the Government and
p ;

Earlier regulations issued in
2018 had said that the V-C
should be a “distinguished aca-
demician”, with a minimum of
ten years of experience as a
Professor in a University or ten
years of experience “in a reputed
research andfor academic ad-
ministrative organisation wath
proof of having demonstrated
academic leadership.”

The new draft regulations say
that the V-C candidate is to be a
“distinguished person possessing
Tigh academic qualifications and
demonstrated administrave and
teadership capabilities™, with a

theof-

ficial said, “The regulation does-
't mention the Governar any-
where. Whoever is the
Chancellor will appoint the se-
lection committee.

Anather key change in the
draft regulations 1s that univer-
sity Vice-Chancellors need not
be profiessors, but can be indid-
uals at serbor levels in industry,
pubilic palicy, public adminstra-
ton. or public sector undertak
Ings, going by the University
Grants Commbssion's | LIGC ) new
draft regulations on appoint-
ment and | fieachers

of ten years of experi-
ence asa professor ina hugher ed-
ucabonal institutions, or at asen-
ior level in reputed research or
academic administratve organi-
sations. or at a semior level in in-
dustry, public administration,
public policy and or public sector
undertakings. with a “proven
track record of significant aca-
detac or scholarty contnbutions.™

On downg away waththe capon
Apponiwntsof contrct teacher,
Kumar <l that it was done away
with “to g sorme flexability to
higher sducational institutions

and academic stall in universi-
thes anel colleges
Anotbes key g i e
elvall vkt ims 15 00§ g
away with e Academi
et mance lndicato LA}
S ascoe that determines.
e recaut ment and P i
o et Basec o it ers
st s publication i fwanls
It ntable ottt ons
AUTESS DI e e 1 e
comsicdered for recrmtiient i
P teachers, inchiding
e g ol tns in i
g e Ve ingg-hean-
g e vesearch i lndian
Kinmledye Systenn
According to LGE Clanman
M Jagatediesdy Ko, tiwe ARy Sy
teny i the 2008 reglations
“heavily relied vnguantitative
It e adenic per-
Ionmance i numencal scons
“In e previos regulations,
candidates were oflen judged
primarily en numerical criteria,
such as journal or conference
publication counts, The 2025
regulations discontinue the APl
based shortlisting and adopt 3
mare qualitative appoach, al-
I selection comimitiees o
55 candidates hohstically
Puased on el notable contrby-

i Vs and broader academic im-

e bt that in many
St innersiies, there an: many
Laculiy vacancies and they are
ntkieg eions 1o fill themup”

“Onee the state gowvernments
Iiltupthe vacances, contract ba-
S appotntments are expected
o b bess,” he saiel

e general conditions tor
AHntment of teachers i the
e dralt regulations also say
that if the candigate's suiliject
e indengraduaite o postgrad-
vt level s difterent from the
I subsject, the camdidare will
be considered eligible for ap-
PUIEMENL as 3 teacher in the
subect i which ihey obtained
lln-I'hll.Mdmun.nlry, ilthe can-
didate’s subject at the under-
vl on posirad iate lovel is
diferent from their subject in
epalitying exams like the NEY o
SEL the candidate wall be cligi-
bl lor appointment as ateacher
in the subject in which they
qualified in these exams. The
2018 regulations did not make
such specifications,

“This 15 animportant fexibil-
Iy 1o remove ngid subject
boundancs and Alow faculty ap-
PhEants to transition across dis-
aplines, creating a more muln-
diseiplinary eco-system within
university campuses as enyis-

aged inNEP2020” Kumarcsd meamm—
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125 HP schoolshave no

SUBHASH RAJTA

THIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

v:hﬂez.ﬁwmmstune.
However, the number of
schools having no teacher or
just one has been on the
dechneﬁ)rthepasttvmyeam
“When our government
took over in 2022, the num-
ber of schools without a
teaeherwas around 350, and
3,400 schools had just a sin-
gle teacher. Through ratio-
nalisation and recruitments,
we have managed to s:gmﬁ

Tan-w? 202 S‘/

Fajz Ne - |

SITUATION BETTER THAN BEFORE

-6 When our government took over in 2022, the number
of schools without a teacher was around 350, and 3,400

schools had justa smgleteacher Rohit Thakur, EDUCATION MINISTER

canﬂyreducethenumherof
such schools,” said Educa-
honlvhmsteanhltThahlr
All these schools are in the
primary and upper primary
categories.  Ashish Kohli,

' Director, Elementary Educa-

hon, said such schools were

nwmgedﬂnghdepu
Mm‘%hwem-
tlatedarahcmhsahmipmc&

We are xdenttlfﬂmg schools
where we've surplus teachers.
'Iheexh‘ateachﬂ'swﬂlbeseni

1o these schools, and that will
addressﬂlepmblemtoalarge

extent.” said Kohli. :

The Director said a majority
of these schools had low enrol-
ment. Over the past twoyears,
the government has either
denotified or merged 1194

25

teacher; 2,600just1

schools having zero enrolment
or low enrolment, “Of these
1,194 schools, 675 had zero
enmlment. and others had a
low enrclment. By shutting
down such unviable schools,
the government managed to
send hundreds of teachers
depuﬁdmthes&schoolsmthe
schools where they were actu-
ally needed,” said Thakur.
Thakur claimed that the
closure or merger of these
schools had not affected the
students, as alleged by the
BJP “There were around 670

students in the denotified or /7 /
CONTINUED ON PAGE 8
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AVIJIT PATHAK
| SOGlOLOGIST

S wewelcome the
New Year 2025
with usual excite-
. ment and festivi-
“ Aty, I am assailed
by my;ersisbmt worry about
the new generation growing
“up in a world characterised
by three evils: the horror of
climate emergency; the bru-
tality of war; and the aggres-
sion of hyper-nationalism
and authoritarian leaders.
Will it '?e possible for them
to evolve. ‘an art of resistance
and move towards a new
|w'orld free from these three
evils? Or is it that they are
destined to accept the status
guo and imagine their exis-
tence as nothing beyond
compliant worlers enhanc-
ing the 'productivity’ of the
neoliberal empire or obedi-
ent | citizens saluting the
bunch of narcissistic/neo-fas-
cist political leaders?
| Possibly, everything
| depends on the kind of educa-
tion they receive. If education
remains primarily technical
and instrumental — merely a
tool for economic productivity
oramode of indoetrination —
| the: possibilify ‘of fighting

these three evils will remain
bleak. Hence, as a teacher, I
plead for a qualitatively differ-

- ent culture of learning and

education. -

To begin with, let us ask
some uncomfortable ques-
tions. Isn't it a fact that what
we regard as the eauses and
symptoms of climate emer-
gency emanate from the
very logic of our modernity
and associated modes of liv-
ing? These symptoms
include the rising tempera-
ture of the earth; 2024 as the
hottest year in human histo-
ry; the continual carbon
emission because of cease-
less fossil fuel extraction; the
life-killing pollution; and the
recurrence of heatwaves,
flash floods, earthquakes,
cyclones and wildfires.

Think of the consequences
of the greed and expansionist
urge of techno-capitalism —
the conquering of forest land,
rivers and mountains for
‘development' projects; and
the sanctification of con-
sumerism as a mode of 'good’
living that invariably leads to
the production of innumer-
able goods and commodities,
further intensifying the
degree of fossil fuel extrac-
tion and carbon emission.

[sn'tit a fact that thereis no
'green capitalism'? And, fora
truly meaningful solution,
we need a paradigm shift —
from instrumental reasoning
to communicative action;
from consumerist extrava-
ganza to simplicity of living;

from the duality of man vs
nature to intelligent and life-
affirming symmetry.

Likewise, it is high time we
realised that our modernity,
far from civilising us, has cre-
ated a new form of barbarity
that is manifesting itself in
the eycle of wars.

Yes, our children are seeing
that war is normal; and our
politicians, diplomats and reli-
gious leaders remain passive

_ spectators — even when they

see the aggression implicit in
the deeds of Vladimir Putin
and Benjamin Netanyahu. Or,
for that matter, in the age of
24x7 news, even you and I
seem to havelost our sensitiv-
ity and become. the con-
sumers of wars as spectacles.
To use the Freudian language,
we are celebrating the tri-

+ 4

£ Fnuary 2% foge Mb - 7
| Y Loeokingfor anew cult

RETHINK: Education is not merely a tool for economic productivity. FiLE PHOTO

Itis sad that the
formative years of
this generation are
spent on merely
mastering the
‘techniques for
cracking tests; there
iSno creative
surplus, no
alternative
imagmnation.

RS sam:.'Q (s st

umph of the Thanatos over
the Eros — death over life.

Is it that our modernity has
further stimulated the expan-
sionist ambition of the mod-
ern nations and normalised
the production of military
weapons and technologies as
a profitable business?

Further, can we deny that
there is yet another form of
war — hyper-nationalists
declaring a war against immi-
grants, religious minorities
and political dissenters? And,
quite often, this sort of hyper-
nationalism is linked to the
aggression of religious fun-
damentalism. As this right-
wing nationalism spreads
across the world, we see
increasing . sceplicism
towards! democrahcfl.lbera.l
values, critical tlunl-ung and

‘cultural pluralism, Is it that

some sort of alliance between,

market fundamentalism and
religious nationalism nur-

o fures the ground for the
emergence of narcissistic -

and authoritarian leaders?

The questions I am raising
indicate that we need to
rethink education if we wish
to regain the power of imagi-
nation and critical thinking
for striving for a humane,
egalitarian and ecologically
sustainable world.

As a teacher, I have no hesi-
tation in saying that unless we
broaden the meaning of edu-
cation, the generation that is
growing up cannot even see
these three evil as evils. It is
high time we questioned the

. purely neoliberal,. market-

driven, economistie notion of
education — that education is
merely for getting jobs and,
thereby, enhancing the 'pro-
ductivity’ of the techno-corpo-
rate empire. Is it, thus, sur-
prising that the likes of
Narayana Murthy want the
youngsters to work for 70
hours in a week and not both-

. er about anything else, be it

politics, aesthetics, philoso-
phy or creative art?

Likewise, it is important to
shift the focus of education
from the obsession with per-
formance in standardised
tests to the liberating power
of critical thinking and
empathic, dialogic sensitivity.

It is sad that the formative

years of this generation are
spent on merely mastering

the 'techniques’ for crackmg-
all sorts of tests; there is no
creative surplus, no alterna-
tive imagination.

Furthermore, the damage
that a purely instrumental,
technical and economistic
notion of educatiorrhas done
is that it does not encourage
the youngsters to inculcate
and internalise a new set of
values — say, the courage to
guestion what the 'hidden
persuaders' ask them to do,
say, buy, consume, possess
and run affer a mythieal suc-
cess like mad horses. They
should acquire the wisdom
to prioritise simplicity and
the art of relatedness and
ecological connectivity in the
rhythm of everyday living.

Yes, it is not easy to imple-
ment a project of this kind.
The obstacles are many, While
the policymakers are often
driven by the urge to promote
and retain corporate interests,
the ruling regime does not
feel very comfortable with the
kind of education that pro-
motes critical thinking and
democratic and humanistic
aspirations.

Yet, in 2025, let those who
still believe that education
ought to have a higher and
nobler purpose for creating a
better world® derive their
inspiration from the likes of
Rabindranath Tagore, Jiddu
Krishnamurti and Paulo
Freire and initiate a move-
ment for saving education
from the virus of the three
evils I have referred to, _

B



STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAL 7 JANUARY

Termingas "unconstitutional”
and "unilateral” the newreg-
ulations of the University
Grants Commission (UGC),
TamilNadu Chief MinisterM
K Stalin on Tuesday charged
thatthiswasan authoritarian
move of the Madi govern-
ment.

With the DMK government
of Stalin and Governor R N
Ravi at loggerheads over
appointment of vice-chan-
cellors, leaving many varsities
headless, thisnew regulation
hasangered the chiefminister.
The new regulations were
' released by Union Education
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan.
"Educationisasubjectunder
the Concurrent List in our
Constitution, and hence we
considerthemove ofthe UGC
to issue this notification uni-
laterally as unconstitutional.
Thisoverreachisunacceptable
and Tamil Nadu will fight it
legally and politically,” he
wrote on his X" handle.

In the long post, he made
itclearthatthe newregulations
which grantextensive powers
and broader control over
! *appointmentof VCsandallow-
ingnon-academicsto occupy
thesepostsareadirect assault
onfederalismandstaterights.
In his view, this is a blatant
authoritarian move by the
Union BJP government (o

centralise power and under-
mine democratically elected
state governments.
"Education must remain
in the hands of those chosen
bythepeople, not dictated by
Governors acting at the BJP
government'sbehest," hesaid
adding, "Tamil Nadu, which
leads the nation with the

highestnumberoftopranking

HEIs, will not stay silent as
our institutions are stripped
of autonomy." In the case of
Tamil Nadu, the DMK gov-
ernment and Raj Bhavan did
not see eye to eye even in the
constitution of search panels
forselecting VCs for varsities,
wheretheincumbents'tenure
hadexpired. As per thestatutes,
in the state-run universities,
asearch panelhasonlythree-
members viz., nominees of
thesyndicate, state government
and of the Governor-Chan-
cellor. But, Ravi is insisting
upon includinganominee of
the UGC chairman. Many bills
replacing the Governor as
chancellorwith the chiefmin-
ister have been pending for
more than two years.
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UGCgranting Governors
authorltarlanpowers Stalin

‘Guv running
away from

"Assembly like a

schoolkid’

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHENNAI, 7 JANUARY

Demanding the recall of
Tamil Nadu Governor RN
Ravi for insulting Thamizh
Thai Vazhthu (invocation
for mother Tamil), DMK
Deputy General Secretary
Kanimozhi, MP, on Tuesday
likened his walkout from
the assembly to that of a
kid running away from school
citing lame excuses like
stomach ache.

* "It is enough for him to
send a leave letter for the
Chief Minister to accept it.
But, his conduct is akin to
that of a kid running away
from school under the pretext
of stomach ache or
headache," she said, address-
ing a demonstration in the
city. "Why should you come
and getshamed? Itis better
for you to stay back. You
arerattled and runningaway
whenever Chief Minister

- Stalin stands up. Just inform,

the Chief Minister is a very
good person, and he'll allow
that. But, there is a limit to
the tolerance of the CM,"
she said.
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Why is there a drop in school enrolments?

What does the dara from the Unified Distict Information System for Education Plus reportstel s about student ArODOUES and school reduction’” Why has the
Ministry of Education said that 2022:23 202324 UDISE+ report data is not strictly comparable with the years before

comparable with previous years, UpcT THE GIST

EXPLAINER reviewing the UDISE: 20225 report,
prof, Mehta noted that efhciency i =z
3 indjrawrsllkzdm»ﬂ‘rrmsiti'n
Maltri Porechs retention rates of students Mo oficiais r e UDSE
The story so far: | jing on UTHSE+ 200-12 m—nmﬂﬂ’ o
T af i =gt e UDISET
pemmlmmlmeumfmm'_w data W“”mhm.m&- r;zez-:!:m:::‘mu‘!“’
"é'os,‘:’m"mm s M“IEEH remain 0 this arricsy compaatie T SRR
grade 112, dropped s the sination a1 a specifc poimt of e s oK 28
over a crore in 202324 8 methodology crange 1 e TESIOICR
compared 10 2018-19. After a gap 0f (W0 E o rampeddara o cata e
years, the Ministry of Education (MoE) used,” he says. Even et
released the Unified District Information methods were P B P v

System for Education Plus (UDISE+) for
202223, 2023-24 on December 30, 2024.

What do the figures say? | on this steep decline, nor is there 20 i 2 o, w0e
Since 201243, when the Mok started explanation for declining number of gtk sl
maintaining UDISE= data, it was believed | schools under UDISE~ WheDer g ¢ 25 5 e,
that the total number of students studying == §, e \ | this decline of schoolsis due DETBIE oy o frther iien £ 208
lnmdiam%.lume.ﬁﬂﬁ-:mbe'r " ¥ ' Dﬂ'mmdmﬁﬂﬂ- —re o 254

23, 2022 when the 2021-22 dara was Prof. Mehta says. There is also & art

released, the mumber hovered around 26 | decrease in the mumbes of schoats ¢

crore, until last month, when the 202223 covered under UDISE+, There WS 8100 e 5 mn 3 o Jecass
data reflected enrolment at 25.18 crore, in the number of schools COVEred - FEX - me ~umoe of sooes

which has further fallen to 24.8 crore in
2023-24 (a drop of 6% or L22 crore
students) as compared to earlier years.

15,58, 903 QOF48) @ UTLET GEZFIL  coveree uncer OSE- e

Ho;vdidmhadmphnppen?
Mok officials in the UDISE+ reports have | Z 3
given a disclaimer that the UDISEr reports uambes, was implemented from 20223, Iment figures were imated by mmmmm@oﬁm
B 02225 and 202324 are not strictly | Prof, Mehta said that a similar exercise | '5-6%. Sowhat happened to these students and while shurting down schools »='=
comparable to previous years reports | was initiated in 200617 and went on fora | who no longer reflect in UDISE dafa? | the Right to Education norms of baving
because of a change in the ‘methodology, year, "We had anticipated even back then | wmmmmudymmw omwwsdmdwmm;_m
urrdamcoﬂe?;no.}{mm.fmmr that there was noway of verifying data | mmnﬁwlnu-poseksli:cmsdc;h \ followed?;” Prof. Mehta
professor an D, Department of that was sent by schools regarding the free meals, text boo! benefits
Educational Management Information mmdmzmmdylminmm | If so much how much funding was wmmm&emgm
at Delhi-based NIEPA, Arun | faciites, and so for one year NIEPA had allocated to these students and was it jammu and Kashmir experienced the
Mehta, said that the UDISE+ reports are artempted to collect individual student | effectively utlised?,” he asks. | ‘most decline in toal schools, with 3
slont on the sharp dip in total enrolment | data with consent from the Mo For instance, in 2022-23, 132,515 crore | decline of 4,509 schools, while in Assam
of students, and the dip in government However, over subsequent years this | {actual) was incurred under the Samagra | 4,229 schools reduced, and in Uar
schools, “The reports do not explain the exercise was discontimied and restarted Shiksha scheme, during the ime when | pradesh 2,967. Other affected States are
reasons behind the dip. Only change in only in 2022:23" enrolment dropped (the latest figure | Madhya Pradesh (2,170) and Maharashira
methodology of data collection is not Prof. Mehta explains that the mak).lnmecmlﬁmndﬂwnf | (1,368). “With the shurting down of
reason enough,” said Prof. Mehta, who | enrolment decline since 2022-23 can be | 2024-25, the allocation under the scheme | schools, parents seek re-admission of
has worked on UDISE reports for 15 years. | attributed to the elimination of duplicate is higher at ¥37,010 crore. | their children to another nearby school. It
[ ! [t dents changing schools, Ii {s ol an automatic transfer. Students
mummmmdu&m? bmﬂwelrmmtdsbemgmaimahﬂaim _I:Inw«:wupunhhlllmﬂ'dltlo{ ldmpmndu:hlgr.hlsmwhem
While the MoE claims that the exercise of ormarzplacea).inﬂamdemulmzm hummm,ummmr |parunlsmmlcmmutmm
individual data collection fram each ﬁguresandwon.“mnwdm While the MoE cautions that UDISE re-admission because of longer

student, which includes their Aadhaar collmmmawsﬂﬁlprwm | 2022:23 and 2023-24 data Is not | distances,” sald Prof. Mehta.

— ——
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UGC draftregulations 2025, though welcome, )
uphold a top-down model in selection of VCs _ —

“TODAY, ALBERT EINSTEIN cannot be ap-
Ppointed as the Vice Chancellor [VC| of any
University (at least in India) unless he fulfils
the qualifications prescribed by University
Grants Commission™, observed Madras High
Court in Kalyani Mathivanan (2015). The
Indian higher education sector is OVerTegu-
lated and grossly underfunded. The New
Education Policy (NEP) and the draft regula-
tions titled “University Grants Commission
(Minimum Qualifications for Appointment
and Promotion of Teachers and Academic Staff

in Universities and Colleges and Measures for
Mam(gmnce of Standards in Higher
f:idlranqn) Regulations, 2025 at least prom-
ise to bring in flexibility though the tighter
governmental control has still been retained.
If Oxford University could appoint John
Hood in 2005, who was a businessman and

not a distinguished academic, why should
lrﬂmwtivusi[jesresmﬂdﬂrd'loioewﬂyto
academicians? Our universities need a versa-
tile Jeader, not just a teacher. VCs, the heads
and most visible symbols of the university sys-
tem are to be appointed strictly in accordance
with the UGC regulations. Not surprisingly ex-
pediency and not merit at times decide the
choice. Congress governments generally pre-
ferred left-leaning VICs and current dispensa-
tions naturally opt for the other extremne.
The VC as the head of the university is ex-
pected to function as a “bndge” between the
qualifications of VC for the first time were laid
down bry UGC in 2010. As per the 2018 UGC
regulations, the VC should be a “distingui
academucian, with a minimum of 10 years of
expenence as professor in 3 university system
or 10 yearsof expenience in an equivalent po-
siion m a reputed research and/or academic
administrative organisation”. Most VCs in
India are academicians, yet not a single uni-
versity finds a place in the world's top 100 uni-
versities. We need to make distinguished peo-
ple of all fields eligible to become VCs.

This is the welcome change that the new
UGC regulations have proposed by making
non-professors eligible for the coveted post,

In addition to professors, any distinguished

person at a senior level in industry, public ad-
rministration, public policy and/or public sec-
tor undertakings with a proven track record

e

The government plays a
crucial role in the

appointment of the VCs and

the autonomy of the
university is given scant
regard. VCsin central

universities are appointed by
the President of India, the ex-

officio visitor of all central
universities, who generally
acts on the advice of the
Centre, However, according
to the SCjudgment in Dr
Premachandran Keezhoth
(2023), he acts purely as a
statutory authority under a
particular university Act and
not as constitutional head of
state. In state universities,
appointments aré madlé by
the governor rarely on his
own except in Opposition-
ruled states,
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s B tenures. I CM;:;:
— d and pro'e
o _ pahin AMU ““ia.iﬁ entry ":gministfa“‘!e
ofsignificant academic or scholarly contribu= % ¢ wedo \dbe g high e
tion would now be eligible. _ sorstooshot smemment. _Jroleinthe
As a member of some 11 search commit- itions ml-\"emem plays acrucid ronomy of
tees, | faced the huge and difficult task of short- The fthe VCsandthe a‘uchin e
listing candidates for the interaction from the p.ainlme“[ ot nscant dent
hundreds of applicants. While the idea of 3PP+ ersity SBIVER L 4y the Presiden
inviting applications for such senior positions " universities are J%ﬁsi torofall centraluni-
through newspaper advertisement brings &m dia‘meexoﬂﬁﬂ lly acts on the advice o
more transparency and to some extent re- sities, ho generally ding 1o theSC judg‘
duces the role of godfathers, it allows all and ~ Ver H r.aczo O eezhoth (2023),
sundry to apply. The better option is to invite ntin Dr premachandrd Suthority un der
nominations from the current and former VCs, acts purely as a statutory ot as constitu-
publicintellectuals, judges and leading pro-  h€ cular university Actand v
fessors. They must be asleed to write why they a_panal head of state. In state unvers .;n:ly
consider aparticular person mostsuitablefor 0O nts are made by the governor I
that university. They should alsogive theiras- ~ pointme

! exceptinOpposition-ruled states.
sessment of thenominee interms of hislead-  onhis cwr:g% c‘I Emg-lpgnwe alth Higher
ership qualities, "beliel in teamwork”, “plural- The ement Service (CHEMS)
ism", and “strong alignment toconstitutional ~ Education Manag! 2555 per cent of Asian
‘values” as these qualities are now partof the ~ found ﬂ}i_lt in as marny appointed by the gov-
prescribed qualifications for the post.One  universities, VCS W‘?]T‘; it ber cent,app
quality that we do not consider important is emment. Additionally. required after the
humility. A good VC should not be arrogant ~ from m; government was o one ifth of
but humble. Unfortunately, humilityisanun-  university selected the VCs.In) ities had the
derrated leadership virtue. cases — 27 per _cent — universiies
True, several commissions had maderec- ~ rightto pick theirown VCs. versities
ommendations on this issue, The Kothari Incontrast to Astancommes.unwﬂ:!e o
Commission (1964)said that “avicehancel-  havebeen given freedom to choose their
lor should bea person with visionand (have)  inthe West Eveninmany placesin Africa. gov-
qualities of academic leadership with ability ~ emments donothave adedisive say. Eachuni-
foradministration. He should command high  versity has its own distinctive identity and pe-
respectamongall sections of the society. The  culiar problems. Therefore, ideally, universities
vice-chancellor should be adistinguished ac- ~ should be free to choose their own VCs. .
ademic..(who)has commitment to the values Thedraft regulations fall shortlof the ldgal
for which the universities stand.. Hemust  of giving universities autonomy in selecting
have the ability to provide leadership tothe  theirVICs. The proposed three-memberseard;
university by his academic worth, adminis-  committee has one nominee of the UGC chair-
trative competence and moral stature.”" Butis  man and the other nominee of the chancel-
suchaparagon found only amongstteachers?  lor/visitor. The university's executive counc-
Our country has seen some prominent  il|syndicate etc. will have the right to nominate
civil servants leading the universities fromthe  just one member. ldeally, three nominees
front. G Parthasarathy, a diplomat,wasasuc-  should come from the university, one from
cessful VC of Jawaharlal Nehru University. S0 UGC and the other from the President|Chief
was K R Narayanan who eventually became  Justice as visitor or the Governor as chancellor.
the President of India. Former vice-president The top-down model is not great. Let us
Mohd Hamid Ansaritoo wasahugely success-  trust our universities and give them a major
ful VC of Aligarh Muslim University. In fact, say in choosing their VCs and let universities
EWUT‘WU"?W successful VCshavebeen  be student-centric, not VC-centric.
meatlciats sijch as Badtuddin Tyabji, Syed ‘
Harmid, 'SYed Hashim Ali, Mehmoodur
Rehman and Naseem Ahmad. General M A
Zaki in Jamia Milkia Islamia and General ZU

The writer is vice-chancellor of Chandky
National Law University, Patm
Views a}'e persot
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School library access, tech
infra see substantial growth

InSome States, REPORT CARD
A" SChOO'S NOW UDISE+ 2023-24: STATUS OF LIBRARY AND DIGITAL LIBRARIES IN INDIAN SCHOOLS
Have Libraries: :::t:nls with liz:r::r::: in 2023-24 :?m
Schools with digital libraries in 2023-24 1,10,877
GOV‘t Database Govt schools with libraries in 2023-24 gy 89,786
KVs with digital libraries 3 o a7
Manash.Gohain NVs w d!g:tal Ilhranes
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Govt schools
have outperformed private
counterparts in library ac-
cess, with92% of govischools
having libraries compared to
82% of private schools. The
last decade has witnessed
substantial improvements in
school infrastructure, with
over 63,000 schools adding li-
brary facilities and 4.4 lakh
schools getting electrified,
marking growth rates of
6.8% and 32%, respectively.

89% of schools now have
libraries on campus, up from
68.7% in 2013-14, according to
Unified District Information
System for Education Plus
(UDISE+) 202324 report.
Over two crore books were
added in the past academic
year, bringing total count to
113.3 crore, with the average
number of books per school
increasing from 763 to 770
duringthisperiod.

There are multiple states
and UTs — Chandigarh,
Maharashtra, Madhya Pra-
desh and Delhi — where all
govt schools have libraries.
Tn other big states, in terms
of number of govtrun
schools, like UP and WB, the

Schools with efectﬂcity -

Computer facility
Internet facility

Schools with functional electricity
Functional computer facility for pedagogical purposes

Sty

msmmm
library in state-govt schools

Tamil Nadu
Kerala " 20.7
Odisha | 12.2
Andhra Pradesh | 9.5

Sikkim || 6.5

L g,

3 States
|

- West Bengal

et o

13,50,813
13,19,792
748,918
8,41,327

Shmoﬂl:mrlﬁhmteswlﬁommkmmb

Total State-
govt schools

137102
92439
82307
70,233
78120
65157

Uttar Pradesh
‘Madhya Pradesh

Libraries
134,408
92,343
77,042
. 57433

Percentage %

v 08
s 110
a1 94
————— 82
45924 | s 59
64,831 | me—— 100

availability of library and
books are as high as 98% and
94%. However, Bihar, which
is one of the five states with
over 75,000 state-govi run
schools, has libraries on just
59% of campuses. “There
has been a marked improve-
ment in infrastructure. Edu-
cation being a concurrent
subject, we keep sending
feedback on parameters
where states can take note
andpre_parepohcles accord-
ingly,” said a senior educa-
tion ministry official.
Digital library facilities

are available in 7.5% of sch-
ools. They are present in 6.1%
of govt schools. Southern
states lead in this domain,
with TN at 99.9% and Kerala
at 20.7%. Other states such as
Odisha also show promising
growth at 12.2%. In addition,
Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs)
in four states and Jawahar
Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs)
in eight states have over 50%
digital library facilities,
Marked improvement in
electrification of schools at
92%, with 90% having func-
tional electricity, seems to

30

have helped in improving
the digital infrastructure of
schoolsas well. While43% of
schools still don’t have com-
puter facilities and 46% lag
internet connections,
growth of computer facili- :
ties from 24.1% to 57% in the :

last decade and parallel in- :

crease in availability of in- :
ternet connections from
7.3% in 2013-14 to 53.9% in :
2023-24isseenascomplimen-
tary. As per UDISE+ report, !
now 51% schools have func-
tional computer facilities for
pedagogical purposes.
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/ Teacherecrisis

Prioritisé holistic rewval of éth"ﬁ?)ls

IMACHAL Pradesh’s schools are grap-
pling with a direteacher shortage, with 125
schools devoid of educators and 2,600 run-
ning with only one teacher. Despite the
govemment’sc]mmsofpmgmss the chal-
lenges in  ensuring quality education remain stark, The.
stategwmnnenfsrecentdemmonto denohfyormerge
over 1 lﬂﬂschoolswnhzemorlowenmhnmthassﬁ]md
acontroversy. While this measure is pragmatic, reallocat:
ing teachers from defunct schools to understaffed o
At highlights a deeper systemic issue: thechmucmﬁ
ﬁ:rm;:dlaﬁkdstmtegmplanmngmeducam
e[;theshoﬂageoffl'zmﬂsdwolbeachemmdep
scm'esﬂaegapbstweenpohgrmentandlmp!emenfahm
Although recruitment efforts have been initiated, the
reliance on tmapmary measures like deputations and
.guestteachersrmsesquestms about sustainability, The
me@ng of institutions and clustering of schools for
res&ue sharing are commendable steps, but ‘they
adti;@ssynmfomsmaﬁhanmmdses The declining
Entm' vernment schools adds another dimen-
% crisis, 'Ihea]]meofmtemuhmmm fuelled
facﬂiﬁesmldlkaglmhmedmﬂmmehm,mn-
hnuesmdmwst:demsawaymethe government

.needrﬂbustmarhmandmstemfollmvthrgm

However, education reform requires more than
infrastructural improvements. The focus must shift to
filling vacancies, addressing regional disparities and
enhancing the learning experience for students. Pohcy
makers should view the education sector not as a polit-
ical battleground but as a cornerstone for the state’s
future. The government’s actions so far indicate intent,
but outcomes will depend on translatmg these efforts
mto tau,gble long-term bfﬁl@. lesh
mus; prioritise the holistic revival of its educahpn,sec—
tor to ensure every child’s nghttoquahw Iearmng/[’
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Minister Malnpal Dhanda
also attended the meeting.
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Haryana ' Chief Mlmsi:er-— prehensive plan-should be

| Nayab Singh Saini on Satur-
.- officials to
| ensure that quality education

was provided across all
schools by maintaining the
student-teacher ratio as per
the National Education Poli-
cy (NEP).

“A comprehensive action
plan is being developed to
address the school-teacher
shortage. As a result, from
the upcoming academic ses-
smn, no school in the state

School Education and Higher
Edycation Departments late
Friday evening. Education

prepared by rationalising the
arrangement of teachers in
schools so that if there was a
shortage of teachers in any
school, it could be met. He
emphasised that there was no
actual shortage of teachers in
Haryana, but rather, the allo-
cation of teachers should be
adjusted according to the
number of students. He fur-
ther stressed that all neces-
sary arrangements should be
completed before the begin-
ning ofthe new academic ses-
sion.

The CM emphasised the

need to build public confi-

dence in government schools
to encourage more children
to enrol and receive educa-

I'2 j&u&? 2§, fo-?c B
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Education Poicy the Bhagavad
Gitashouldbeinciudedinthe

cmmlum medamelghtto

tion there. He reiterated the

government’s commitment

to providing quah!y educa-
ild.

and cleanliness compulsory

in schools. Additionally, he
called for enhancing the
skills of teachers so they
could effectively adopt new
teaching methods. He also
directed that basic facilities
such as drinking water, foi-
lets, and overall cleanliness
be maintained in schools and
colleges.

Saini stated that the
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Haryana Government had
established Model Sanskriti
Schools at the block: level,!
which are affiliated
CBSE Board. These schools
offer education in mathemat-

ics and science, along with -

English medium. Due to high
demand and competition for
admission, he emphasised
the need toincrease the num-

ber of Model Sanskriti

Schools at the block level.
While reviewing the CM’s
announcements, Saini direct-
ed the officials that all pend-
ing development works be
expedited. He emphasised
that a specific time limit
should be set for each task,
and work must be completed
within that time frame. He
warned that unnecessary

~ delays would not be tolerated

under any -circumstances.

with the !

The CM asked the Chief Sec-
retary to authorise XEN-level

" officers from other départ-
ments to handle the tender-

ing-related processes for the

_engineering wing of the Edu-

cation Department. He also
stressed that strict action
should be taken against con-
tractors who failed to com-
plete their work within the
stipulated time.

The CM said every child
attending school should be
monitored fo track their
future educational path,
including which institution
they enrol in after complet-

While reviewing the Higher
Education Department, the
Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to submitareport on the
facilities, including infra-
structure, in every college, so

e teacher shortage in new session, says CM Saini

that any deficiencies can be
addressed promptly. He also
emphasised the’ need ' to

.rlevelup a' framework for

arranging competitive exam
preparation through smart
‘classrooms in colleges, ensur-
ing that children from rural

.areas had access to better

resources for their exam
preparations.

Reading room in Panchkula

The Chief Minister said the
present state government
was committed to setting up
reading rooms in cities fo pro-
vide quality reading material
tostudents. As part of this ini-
tiative, a large reading room
should be established in
Panchkula on priority, ensur-
ing that students from
Panchkula did not need to
travel to Chandigarh, he said.
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Educationsystemtobetransformed in Haryana

The Haryana Chief Minister holdsan important meeting Wlth the officials of the Education Department

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, 11 JANUARY

n a bid to establish Haryana
as a global education hub,
thestate government, led by
Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini, is set toimplement radical
reforms in the education sector.

The ChiefMinister has directed
officers to ensure that quality
education is provided across all
schools by maintaining the stu-
dent-teacher ratio as per the
National Education Policy.

Acomprehensive actionplan
is ‘currently being developed to
address the teacher shortage in
schools. As a result, from the
upcoming academic session, no
school in the state will face a
shortage of teachers.

The Chief Minister presided
over a meeting with officers of
the Elementary Education, School
Education,and Higher Education

Departments late Friday evening,

Education Minister Mahipal Dhan-
da also attended the meeting,

The CM directed that a com-
prehensive plan should be pre-
pared by rationalizing the arrange-
ment of teachers in schools so
that if there is a shortage of
teachers in any school, it can be
mel.

He emphasized that there is
no actual shortage of teachers in
Haryara, butrather, theallocation
of teachers should be adjusted
according to the number of stu-
dents. He further stressed that
alln arrangements should

be completed before the start of |

the new academic session.

He emphasized the need (o
build public confidence in gov-
ernment schools to encourage
more children to enrolland receive
education there. He reiterated
the government's commitment
to providing quality education
to every child.

Inline with the National Edu-
cation Policy, he said that Bhagavad
Gita should be included in the
curriculum up to class eighth to
instill moral values in students.
Toensure holistic development,
he also stressed the importance
of makingsportsand cleanliness
compulsory in schools.

Saini stated that the Haryana
Government has established
Model Sanskriti Schools at the
block level, which are affiliated
with the CBSE Board. These
schools offereducationin Math-
ematics and Science, along with
English medium.

The Chief Minister asked Chief
SecretaryDerk]oshltoaumom
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XEN-level officers from other
departments to handle the ten-
dering related processes for the
engineeringwingof the Education
Department. He also stressed
thatstrictaction should be taken
against contractors who fail to
complete their work within the
stipulated time,

The Chief Minister further
emphasized that the goal of the
present state government is to
make Haryana a global center
for education. In the age of Al,
significantchanges mustbe made
tomodermize education. Heurged
all officersand emplnyees totake

1

their responsibilities sermusly
and be well-prepared with all
relevantinformationwhenattend-
ing meetings.

He stated that the present
state government is committed
to setting up reading rooms in
cities to provide quality reading
material to students. As part of
this initiative, a large reading
room should be established in
Panchkula on a priority basis,
ensuring that students from
Panchkula do not need to travel
to Chandigarh. Healso mentioned
that, given the government's effort
to establish a college every 20
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kilometers, areadingroom should
be set up in each college. These
reading rooms will remain open
evenafter college hours, allowing
students to visit and study. In
the meeting, Education Minister
Mahipal Dhandadirected officers
to ensure that both short-term
and long-term goals for the full
implementation of the National
Education Policy are completed
within the stipulated time period.
He emphasized that special atten-
tion should be given to the dis-
tribution of reading materials in
schools.

According to the new policy,
healso highlighted theimportance
of makingspecialefforts toteach
foreign languagesinschools. This
will enable students to become
proficient in foreign languages
alongside their mother tongue,
enhancing theirchances of securing
employmentopportunitiesat the
global level.

The Education Minister directed
that teachers who have been
posted at the same position in
field offices forextended periods
should be instructed to go io
schools and teach students. He
emphasized the need for officers
to correct their working systems
promptlyand ensure thatschemes
are implemented efiectively at

e T ————
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the ground level.

Dhanda also mentioned his
visit to Sarthak School in Sector
12, Panchkula, where hereviewed
thearrangements. He stated that
every school should strive to
become an ideal school like
Sarthak School. He emphasized
the importance of transforming
the educationsystem toimprove
the quality of schools, so parents
are encouraged to send their chil-
dren to government schools.

Itwasinformedin the meeting
that the norms of the National
Education Policy have been fully
implemented up to Class 3, and
the policywill be fullyimplemented
up to Class 7 by this year, Changes
have been madeto the curriculum
inaccordance with the education
policy, and textbooks aligned
with the new curriculum will be
providedin thisacademicsession.

ChiefSecretary DrVivek Joshi,
Chief Principal Secretary to the
Chief Minister Rajesh Khullar,
Additional Chief Secretary of
Higher Education Department
Vineet Garg, Principal Secretary

,of School Education Department,

PankajAgarwal, Deputy Principal
Secretary to the Chief Minister
Yashpal Yadav, and other senior
officerswere present in the meet-
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AICTE NEAT 4.0 includes emerging tech but
' drops EdTechs selling overpriced products

The quality and price of products are important criteria in the evaluation of EdTechs on NEAT portal

Sonal.Srivastava
@timasofindia.com

s part of the National
AEducationA]]ianaefm
Technology, NEAT
40, 22 EdTech companies

signed MoUs with AICTE for

40 innovative products. Ho-
wever, the number of EdTech
companies is lower than NE-

wer details, and company es-
tablishment details. Round 3
involves a virtual/physical
presentation by EdTech com-
panies to an expert comimit-
tee, In round 4, value for mo-
ney of respective products is
evaluated,” says TG Sitha-
ram, chairman, AICTE.

“We onboard EdTech
companies so that they can

AT 3.0, which brought toget-  sell their products on the NE-
her 58 education technology AT portal. For every four pro-
companies offe- ducts sold on the por-
ring 100 innovative TECH tal, the companies
products to help & DRIVE must give the fifth pro-
bridge learning ductfree. Toputinper-
gaps, enhance spective, EdTech com-

employability and meet the
industry demands. Experts
say that the number of Ed-

Techs onboarded depends on

several considerations, inclu-
ding the affordability of pro-

ducts and effectiveness of

their content, besides the cre-
dibility of EdTech companies
and their founders.
"EdTechs must go thro-
ugh several rounds before

panies share 1/6 of their pro-
ducts with the government.
Such products are then sha-
red with less privileged stu-
dents in remote areas to pro-

they are selected for the NE- )

AT portal. In round 1, techni-

cal details are considered,

and the system automatically -
conducts a blind evaluation of
the application. Round 2enta-

ilsevaluatingthe financialde-

tailsofthe company,theprofi-
le of professionals, manpo-

vide them with equal oppor-
tunity," says Buddha Chand-
rashelchar, chief coordinating
officer, AICTE.

In January 2022, Union
Education = Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan launched
NEAT 3.0 intending to sup-
port socially and economical-
ly disadvantaged students.
Through this programme;,
over 12 lakh students recei-
ved free EdTech course cou-
pons valued at more than Rs
253 crore, "Companies that
sell products at a higher price
are rejected. The quality and
price of the products are im-
portaiit criteria in the evalua-
tion of EdTech companies.
AICTE also evaluates
the company's fi-
nancials, whether

there are cases in court aga-
inst the company or its foun-
ders, etc., and then experts
evaluate the quality and affor-
dability of the products, " says
Chandrashekhar.

New categories

In2024, tobridgeskillgap, en-
hance employability and me-
et industry demand, AICTE
hasintroduced a variety of ca-
tegories, e-content and pro-
ducts in domains such as
. AR/VR, gamification, bio-
medical engmeenng

computing and space techno-

logy in the recently launched

fourth phase of NEAT.
Talking about customised

learning that NEAT 4.0 provi-

des, Sitharam says, "NEAT
aims to bring the best techno-

- logical products in education

pedagogy on a single plat-
formforthe convenience ofle-
amers. Al enables customi-
sed learning or e-content in
niche areas. The product ca-
tegories include emerging
technologies like Al, ML, ro-
botics, assessment, faculty
development, Indian Know-

ledge Systems (IKS), manage-

ment, library management

, along with placement assi-

stance. These products/cour-
ses will help students upskill,
reskill and enhance their
employability skills by provi-
ding skilling in emerging are-
as as per industry require-
ments.” Various categories,
in which products such as e-

content, certification courses,
assessment tests, psycho-
metric  tests/Myers-Briggs
Type Indicator (MBTI) tests/
laboratorytools/Al-based si-
mulation tools (CAD, CAM,
etc), are available that inclu-
de coding skills and testing,
gamification, career coun-
selling, semiconductors, qu-
antum computing, immersi-
ve experience (AR/VR/MR,
etc). "This will make lear-
ning easier for the students
of any region," says Sitha-
ram. These domains repre-
sentrapidly growing sectors
with significant societal im-
pact and high employability
potential. By offering cour-
ses in diverse fields, NEAT
4.0 facilitates learners from
varied backgrounds and in-
terests," says Sitharam. As
part of the NEAT 4.0 launch,
22 EdTech companies signed
MoUswith AICTE for 40 inno-
vative products.
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“ASHOK THAKUR AND
S S MaNTHA

THE UCC'S RECENT draft regulations —
Minimum Qualifications for Appeintment
and Promotion of Teachers and Acadeimic
Staff in Universities and Colleges and
Measures for Maintenance of Standards in
Higher Education — atfempt ronepresent the
objectives of the National Education Policy
(NEP). They also seck o remove ambiguitics
in the selection process for the post of Vice-
Chancellor (VC) as well as apen up the posi-
tion for non-academics.

The VCs post {s central ta the funchon-
ing of a university. As the acaderic and ad-
runistrative head of the unwersity, Tejshe
chairs the counail of the university. the board
of faculbies and the finance comumitiee of the
niversity. The VC represents the university

Iy, both within d overseas. Hefshe
is also responsibie for secunng the univer-
sity's finanoial base and making it robust
enough to allaw the delivery of the institu-
Bon's mission. aims and objectives. The man-
date of ths past1s the creation nfhvowl_cdm'
for humaniry /universe — the term “univer-
sity™ derives from this objectve. Peter
Mattueson, VT, Unversity of Edinburgh, once

summed up t his imperative ap'l:ly’:
“Unrversties are nod just about leaming They
are about creanng knowledge, questioning
the status guo. and malang the world a bet-
ter place through research and education.”
The regulaton clears ambiguities in the
fi ] [ the search-cur ection
mittes o appoint VO, Such powels are now
vested in the Governor-Chancellors or
Visitors. Earbier, the governiment would seek
the nominee of the Governor-Chancelior
from a list of three names it supplied. The
Governor-Chancellor will now nominate his
representanve A UGC nominec was always
apart of the searth panel winchisas it should
be, since the maintenance of the qualityfac-
adermic standards s 1its mandate. The third
member wall be nomminated by the apex body
of the unmeraty ke the Management
Council or Senate, These hodies may have
representatives wath affiliations 1o the rul-
ing party in the state. However, state govern-
ments have been complaiming that they are
left with no voice in the selecuon of the VC.
In recent imes, the VC's post has at-
tracted controversy in some states, Some
state governments have Uied to replace the
Governor-Chancellor  with a Chiefl
Minister-Chancellor, This turn of evenlts is
ironic because the President of India and
the Governors were given this role Lo keep
politics out.
Regarding the opening up of the post of
VC to non-academics, one cannot bul be re-
minded of Lthe Kalyan| Mathivanai vs Stafe
(2015) case in which the Madras High Court
famously. remarked:; “Today, Albert Finstein
cannot be appointed as the Vice Chancellor
of amy University in India, unless he fulfils the

fore an Imperative. At the same time, this
should not lead toa scenariowhere the “em-
inence” of the post may be contested. To avoid
such situations, the draft proposes that in-
dustry experts, public sector veterans, and
senior adimimistrators of experienced profes-
sionals can be directly appointed as VCs. This
is a bold move, However. resisting interfer-
ence by vested interests could be achallenge.
A search commurtee for the selection of
aVCin a US umversity consists of partici-
ANt i the universily's processes — senior
adimmistratars like provosts, deans. faculty
representatives, stalf members, even stu-
dents (occasionally) and trustees or board
members. In the UK, a search committee
typically has university governors/irustees,
senor university leaders, such as Pro-VCs,
Deputy VUs, laculty representatives and ex-
ternal advisors or search firms. Faculty and
even students are a part of the search com-
mittee paving the way for a most inclusive
and transparent search meehanism,
Institutions like the Massachusetts
Institute ol Technology or Stanford
University are multifoceted and deeply im-
pactful, though b's worth noting that these
universities primanly use the ntle of
Chaneellor on Presicdent o vefer vo e high-
est exetutive leadership Here, e bo
trystees form a search committee
Eages witl various university constituencies
todevelop alistof gualifications mud desired
qualities in a new president, then consulls
with all stakeholders, and dentifies suitable

The Tdian Expron ;13 Tanuay, 225, fogerter ||

Our universities are starved
of funds today. Eminent
people from systems outside
the universitics, such as
representatives of industry
bolies or the services sector,
may need to understand the
cthos of a universiry before
they deliver onits objectives
At the same time, they could
help bring ina professional
perspective and Lacilitate the
creation ol endowments, The
challenge for vice-chancellors
today — in whatever way
he/she is selected — is to help

oy . _ . ey T d
The leaders our universities N€e€

Draft UGC regulations remove ambiguities in processes to
But resisting external interference, raising research standa

select VCs, instil flexibility.
rds, will pose challenges

assessments. 1S also worth noting thatin - [~

the US or the LK. there are noregulators who
get standards for such appointments.

Some other prowvisions of the draft regu-
lations are forward-looking. Waning the re-
quirernent of dlearing the UGC-NET examina-
tion for an entry-level assistant professor's
post in technical institutions for instance. A

ME or Mtech degree with at least 55 per cent
marks would suffice. Removing the cap on
contract teacher appointments is in line with
the NEP's objectives and must be welcomed.
This could help fill up the large number of va-
cancies in several of the countTy’s universibes.
As members of a progressive society, we
share the education miruster's optimismon
these regulations. However, we may need to
pause and ponder if we are in sync with the
best practices in the world. Our universities
are starved of funds today. Eminent people
from systems outside the universities, such
as representatives of industry bodies or the
services sector, may need to understand the
ethos of a university before they deliver on
its objectives. At the same time, they could
help bring in a professional perspective and
faalitate the creation of endowments. The
challenge for vice-chancellors today — in
whatever way hefshe is selected — isto help
raise the research bar and help in intema-
tionalisation. That could help raise the posi-

tion of our universities and place them
among the best in the world. We hope these

regulations will help in that pursuit.

-
i

ralse the rescarch barand help
in internationalisation.

candidates, This involves formal interviews

Iifications prescribed by the regulator”,
fos L conducting background chiecks and making

Thakur is er Secretary Educari
Plexipylity in appolntment processes is there- Jorm y ion Gol

and Mantha is former Chairman, AICTE
L4 “\ : . e I <
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HT Correspondent
|etters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union education
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
on Monday slammed Congress
president Mallikarjun Kharge,
accusing him of con-
fusion” and “misleading the
youth to create unrest in the
country.”

Responding to Kharge's cri-
tique of various central educa-
tion schemes, Pradhan alleged
that the Congress, duringits ten-
ure from 2004 to 2014, had
| “weakened India’s education sys-

tem"” and “deliberately tried to
erase the country’s rich cultural
heritage from the textbooks.”
Pradhan’s remarks came days
after Kharge in a post on X,
accused the BJP-led Centre of
_systematically undermining

UGC: Pradhan targets Kharge |

’H'\ndwﬂjmn P’meUS ; LYy j;nw? lef Fajx Ne - 9

L/Cong misleading youth aborut_ |

Mallikarjun Kharge,
Dharmendra Pradhan

higher education in India.
Kharge had criticised the
changes in educational policies
introduced under the Prime
Minister Narendra Modi-led gov-
ernment. ;

In his post, Kharge attacked
the Union government for “dis-
continuation” of the National
Talent Search Examination
Scholarship (NTSE) since 2021
“An amount of 340 crore should

41

have been spent on this scheme
running since 1963, but 362
crore have been spent on Modi
ji's PR," he said.

Taking potshots at the Centre
over the recently released UGC
draft regulations 2025 on faculty
recruitment in universities, he
said, “UGC’s draft regulations
2025 gives governors sweeping
control over vice-chancellor
appointments and allow non-ac-
ademics to hold these posts,
which is a direct attack on feder-
alism and state rights. BJP-RSS
wants only Sangh Parivar VCs to
be appointed.”

Pradhan defended the UGC

-draft regulations, saying,

“Whether it is UGC regulations
2010, 2018 or the current UGC
Regulations of 2025, it is clear
that the chancellor or visitor
appoints the vice-chancellor...”

. —
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/U GC draft rules row: After Kharge terms it attack on federalism\
Pradhan points to Chancellors role in V-C appointments in 2010

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 13

UNION EDUCATION Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan and
Congress president Mallikarjun
Kharge have been sparring over
the new University Grants
Commission (UGC)draft regula-
tions on, among other things,
giving Governors of states a
greater hand in the appointment
of Vice Chancellors.
Respondingto Kharge's com-
ment that the UGC draft regula-
tionsare anattack on federalism,
Pradhan pointed to the earlier
UGC regulations of 2010 and
2018, and said that in these, like
in the 2025 regulations, the
Chancellor/Visitor appoints the
Vice Chancellor.
“Asfarasthedischarge of re-

sponsibilities of the Chancellor
by the (state) Governors is con-
cerned, this isa practice that has
been followed even before the
country’'s  Independence,”
Pradhan said, referring to hisre-
sponse to Kharge as a setof “im-
portant facts for those who re-
peatedly sell lies",

Pradhan said the structure of
the selection committee in the
2025 regulations is a form of
what was in the regulations of
2010. “In this, a selection com-
mittee has been mentioned for
theappointment of teachersand
other academic staff and to
maintain high standards. Its
members include a nominee of
the Chancellor/Visitor, a nomi-
nee of the UGC Chairman, and a
nominee of the university's syn-
dicate/executive council/board
of management,” Pradhan wrote

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan, Cong
chief Mallikarjun Kharge

inapostonX.

This was the composition of
the selection committee for the
V-C as mentioned in the 2010
regulations.

Both the 2010 and 2018 reg-
ulations, the last one issued be-
fore the 2025 draft, did not spec-
ify the composition of the
selection committee that would
choose a set of prospective V-C

candidates from which the
Chancellor would appoint one,

The 2025 draft regulations,
which were released last week
to seek suggestions, said the
Chancellor/Visitor would consti-
tute the selection committee.

Ina post on X, Kharge said
last week that the 2025 regula-
tions give control to the
Governorin the appointment of
V-Cs and allow non-academics
to be appointed to the post.

“This is an attack on federal-
ism and the rights of the states,
The BJP-RSS wants only Sangh
parivar-associated V-Cs to be ap-
pointed,” he wrote,

“The UGC was giving finan-
cial assistance to universities,
and the government was fund-
ing the UGC, But now the Modi
government's HEFA (Higher
Education Financing Agency)
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has taken over... This compels
colleges and universities to of-
fer more self-financed courses,
and SC/ST/OBC/EWS students
will face financial difficulties. ..
The UGC's allotment in the
budget has been cut by 61%,"
Congress president Kharge
said.

Kharge's post on Friday came
after Kerala Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan and Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister M K Stalin ob-
Jected to the draft regulations on
the grounds that they “under-
mine federalism”.

Responding to Kharge's com-
ment that the “BJP-RSS is con-
stantly attacking higher educa-
tion in the country”, Pradhan
wrote on Monday:
Congress, which kept the coun-
try's education system corrupt
and in bad shape for decades,

wrhe-

still has the same mentality. The

Congress can never accept that |

the youth of the country should
be educated and the country
should develop.”

“The Congress party has a
problem with the National
Education Policy which has been
wholeheartedly accepted by all
sections of the country, includ-
ing the youth, because it has el-
ements of Indianness. Thisis the
same party which weakened the
Indian education system and
worked to erase our glorious cul-
tural heritage from the text-

books. Therefore, without un- |

derstanding the facts, the

Congress party should change its

policy of criticising just for the |

sake of criticism and stop wor-
rying about one family and
worry about the youth of the

country,” Pradhan posted onX. |

2 |



Pradhan defends UGC

2025

draft, calls Cong claims fies ™ ™ % -

DRAFT RULES ON VC APPOINTMENTS

The selection of VC should be

through proper identification

of a panel of 3-5 names by

a sear committee through

a public notification or

| nomination or talent search
process or in combination

SEARCH CUM
2010 Gazette Notification
A nominee of the visitor/
‘chancellor, who should be the
chairperson of the committee
A nominee of the chairman,
University Grants Commission

A nominee of the syndicate/
senate/executive council /

board of management «

of the university

The visitor/chancellor shall
appoint the vice-chancellor
out of the panel of names
recommended by the search
committee

- of management/ equivalent b

2010 Gazette Notification = 2025 draft i
| The selection for the vice-chancellor

post shall be through an all India
advertisement and

newspaper
public notification. Applications can
also be sought through nomination

| ora talent search process by a
| search cum selection committee

cTioN COMMITTEE
2025 draft

A nominee of the visitor/chancellor, -
who shall be the chairperson of the |

search cum selection committee
A nominee of the chairman,
University Grants Commission
‘A nominee of the apex body of

the university such as syndicate/

senate/executive council / board

of the university

The visitor/chancellor of the
university shall appoint the
vice-chancellor out of the panel
of names recommended by the

search-cum-selection committee.

2025 draft | The search-cum-selection committee shall short-list the % the overall vision of the
‘candidates and interact with the short-listed candidates to prepare

ody

=)

Who should bea VC

2010 Gazette Notification |
Persons of the highest level
' of competence, integrity,
morals and institutional
commitment

| 2025 draft | A distinguished

- person possessing high

academic qualifications

and demonstrated

administrative and

leadership capabilities,

strong alignment to

- constitutional values,
strong social commitment,

* belief in teamwork,
pluralism, ability to work

- with diverse people, with
a flair for innovation and

- aglobal outlook in higher

~ education, along with

institution and abilities to

“a panel of 3-5 names for submission to the visitor/chancellor manage complex situations
Manash.Gohain “direct attack on federalism  inter university board, both
@timesofindia.com and staterights”. are of the view that appoint-
. In response, Union edu- mentof VC's should bemade
New Delhi: The draft guide- cation minister Dharmen- by the chancellor in “his in-

lines on faculty recruitment
and promotions in higher
educationreleased by the Uni-
versity Grants Commission
(UGC) last Monday sowed
seeds of a new political battle

‘between states like Tamil Na-

duand Keralaon oneside,and
the Centre on the other. How-
ever, if compared with the
June 30, 2010 gazette notifica-
tion on the same, nothing
seems to have changed in the
appointment process of vice
chancellors (VCs) of higher
education institutions.

The bone of contention
has been the states’ claim
thatthe new regulations will
givechancellors (governors)
greater control over VC se-
lection. While Kerala de-
seribed the draft regulations
as “an overreach by the cen-
tral govt, rendering states
powerless in the higher edu-
cation sector,” TN chief min-
ister M K Stalin announced
planstolegally challengethe
governor’'s authority over

__VC appointments. Congress
‘president
Kharge had alleged that the

Mallikarjun

UGC draft regulations, 2025,
give state'governors exten-

! sive control over vice-chan-

cellor appointments and al-
low non-academics to hold
these posts and termed it a

dra Pradhan Monday at-
tacked the Congress, accus-
ing it of “selling lies” about
the draft recruitment norms
rolled out by the UGC and
said the practice of gover-
nors appointing university
VCs has been going on even
before Independence.

As per the 2010 regula-
tions the search committee
would comprise of “a nomi-
nee of the visitor (President
in case of central universi-
ties)/ chancellor (governor
in case of state university),
who should be the chairper-
son of the committee; anom-
ineeof the chairman,UGC;a
nominee of the syndicate/
executive council/ board of
management of the univer-
sity” Itfurthersaid that “the
visitor/ chancellor shall ap-
point the VC out of the panel
of names recommended by
the search committee.”

The same has been re-
tained in the proposed regu-
Jations of 2025 without any
changes. As far as chancel-.
lor's role as the head of state
university, as per the “Re-
port of the Education Com-
mission (1964-66)" also pop-
ularly known as “Kothari
Commission” and as well as
the recommendations from
report of the committee of

dividual judgment and not
by thestategovt.”
Statingthat the Congress
which is unwilling to sup-
portyouth educationand na-
tional progress, is trying to
confuse and mislead the
youth, and fostering unrest,
Pradhan in a pointed rebut-
tal said: “Whether it is UGC
Regulations 2010, 2018 or the
current UGC Regulations of
92025, it is clear in all that the
chancellor/ visitor appoints
the vice chancellor....,” and
“The selection committee
structure of UGC Regula-
tions 2025 is actually the for-
matof UGC regulations 2010.
In this, a selection commit-
tee has been formed for the
appointmentof teachersand
other academic staff and to
maintain high standards,”
as the minister accused that
Congress even hasaproblem
with the National Education
Policy “which has been
wholeheartedly accepted by
all sections of thecountryin-

.cluding the youth because it

has elements of Indianness.
This is the same party which
weakened the Indian educa-
tion system and worked
ta erase our glorious cultur-
al heritage from the text-
books while being in power

for decades...” /

1y Tanm? 2025 ; é’ag,(hlo 15
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Educational equity for tribals

Addraing the persistent challenges in providing quality education to India’s tribal populations necessitates tailored, inclusive approaches,
governance reforms, and tribal-friendly policies that consider their unique geographical, cultural, and socioeconomic conlexts

nsuring quality edu-
cation in tribal areas
of India seems to be a
continuous challenge.
According to the MHRD's ten-
tative figures, the dropout rate
among ST students at the sec-
ondary level as of 2018 was
24.03 per cent, higher than
the 18.64 per cent among SC
students. The GER in Class 11
and 12 for 2015-16 was 59.4
per cent for ST students, com-
to 71.4 per cent for SC
students. Though Scheduled
Castes and Scheduled Tribes
share a common and special
identity as victims of social
discrimination, geographical
and cultural factors seem to
variedly influence their rela-
tive advancement in the field
of education.

The network of schools and
colleges has been substantially
expanded in most tribal areas
across the nation over the years.
In 2018-19, Samagra Shiksha
was launched, subsuming the
three erstwhile Centrally Spon-
sored Schemes—Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan (SSA), Rashtriya
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan
(RMSA), and Teacher Educa-
tion—envisaging ‘school’ as a
continuum from pre-school,
primary, upper primary, sec-
ondary, to senior secondary
levels, with a view to ensuring
universal access and retention.
However, the benefits of these
schemes do not easily perco-
late down to tribal populations
due to various factors such as
inaccessible terrain, seclusion
from mainstream society, cul-
tural specificities, and strin-
gent forest laws that restrict
free movement of people and
the creation of infrastruc-
ture in designated forests. The
inadequate representation of
tribals in public and private
sector jobs and professions,
as reflected in ‘backlog vacan-

" cies; indieates that much is
left to be desired in the educa-
tional advancement of tribal
populations.

Education for tribal chil-
dren from upper primary to
secondary levels is mainly
provided through residen-
tial schools in forest areas and
post-matric hostels in non-for-
est areas. The Eklavya Model
Residential School (EMRS)
programme is designed to pro-
vide quality education to ST
students (Classes 6 to 12) in

Ensuring quality education for tribal children requires an area-specific approach that accommodates cultural and

linguistic differences m_ui involves active participation from stakeholders

remote areas, while Ashram
Schools under the Tribal Sub-
Plan (TSP) are established for
both girls and boys in LWE
pockets. These Centrally Spon-
sored institutions are operated
and maintained by state gov-
ernments. There are around
900 Ashram Schools and about
200 EMRS across the coun-
try. A report by the TATA
Trust states that most Ashram
Schools do not comply with
basic standards, resulting in
apathy from school manage-
ment and teachers toward stu-
dents’ welfare, The Hemanand
Biswal Committee Report of
2014 revealed that 793 children
died between 2001 and 2013
due to snake bites and minor
diseases.

Ambitious schemes of edu-
cation are eclipsed by issues
like frugal finances, lack of
infrastructure for capacity
building, lethargy in delivery
mechanisms etc. Addition-
ally; poverty and uncertainty
oflivelihoods strongly demoti-
vate tribals from sending their
children to school. However,
when we juxtapose the state
of education of tribal popula-
tions of Northeastern states
like Assam, Mizoram, Megha-
laya, and Tripura where the
Sixth Schedule of the consti-
tution operates, with that of
the tribals in the rest of India,
we see significant and encour-
aging achievements in the for-
mer. On the contrary, though
tribes in Madhya Pradesh,
Odisha, Bihar, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Rajasthan, Andhra

Pradesh, and West Bengal
together account for 82 per
cent of the total ST population
in India and are covered under
the Fifth Schedule of the Con-
stitution, their human develop-
ment indicators, especially in
education, remain far from sat-
isfactory. This is notable even
though more than 50 per cent
of them live in Lok Sabha con-
stituencies where they form
the majority.

The largest number of trib-
als inhabit India's mainland,
stretching from western India
(Bhils), through central India
(Gonds), to JTharkhand and
Bengal (Mundas, Oraons, and
Santhals). Some vulnerable
tribal populations in states like
Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Ker-
ala, and West Bengal, where
the Fifth Schedule does not
operate, continue to lag in edu-
cational development.

Ensuring quality education
for tribal children requires an
area-specific approach that
accommaodates cultural and
linguistic differences and
involves active participation
from stakeholders. This is
because unlike SCs, the tar-
get groups are heterogeneous
in sociocultural values, liveli-
hoods, and demographic char-
acteristics, broadly segmented
into three categories:

a) those living in inacces-
sible terrains with traditional
ways of life unaffected by
mainstream society,

b) those living in forest
areas andvjjlages adjacent to
the mainfdnd but lacking edu-

cational facilities, and

c) those residing in non-
tribal-dominated areas and
attempting to assimilate into
mainstream society.

The last category mostly
benefits from affirmative
action, while the first and
second groups are too edu-
cationally disadvantaged to
compete. Modern infrastruc-
ture, qualified teachers, and
a streamlined administra-
tive machinery may improve
GER rates and lower dropout
rates. However, as a precur-
sor, we must first address issues
of poverty, healthcare, hous-
ing, and livelihoods that have
driven tribals into misery and
hopelessness for years.

Forest laws primarily treat
forests as sources of revenue
and conservation areas for
wildlife, with little concern for
the tribals who depend solely
on them, Forest and environ-
mental laws have turned for-
ests, home to a majority of
the tribal population, into a
curse rather than a blessing.
National parks and sanctuar-
ies are declared in forest areas
without properly settling the
rights of the tribals inhabit-
ing them. In some states, for-
est lands are even transferred
to the corporate sector in the
name of development, often
forcing tribals out of their nat-
ural habitats. While the right-
conferring provisions in these
laws exist only as guidelines
without legal force, the restric-
tive provisions are enforceable
by law.

Although the Panchay-
ats (Extension to Scheduled
Areas) Act (PESA), 1996 (73rd
Amendment), recognises the
traditional rights of tribals over
“community resources” like
land, water, and forest prod-
ucts, many states have yet to
grant the necessary powers to
tribal Gram Sabhas and PRIs.

Education cannot be
treated in isolation from the
socioeconomic aspects of
human society. Initiatives like
midday meals, distribution
of free uniforms, books, and
cycles are commendable but
insufficient. What is needed
is a game-changing, holistic
approach—a comprehensive
model that ensures the par-
ticipation of stakeholders in
decision-making, control over
funds, and the management
of institutions. Firstly, the
stringent forest laws must be
reviewed to make them more
tribal-friendly and to create
an ecosystem of social endos-
mosis between forest dwellers
and mainstream society. This
will facilitate learning oppor-
tunities and general awareness
among tribals, a benefit that
SC populations received due
to their proximity to main-
stream society. Increased rail
and road connectivity in for-
est areas will also allow for the
free flow of human resources
and knowledge. The much-
repeated catchphrase “pro-
tection of tribals” has, in
practice, led to their “glori-
fied confinement” and soci-
etal disintegration. Secondly,
enforcing the Sixth Sched-
ule in certain notified areas
will pave the way for educa-
tional advancement among
tribals, as it has in Assam, Tri-
pura, Mizoram, and Megha-
laya, by empowering locals
with self-rule to protect their
economic and cultural inter-
ests. Thirdly, in stafes wirere
the Fifth Schedule is cur-
rently in operation, strength-
ening institutions under the
PESA Act, atleast in the edu.
cation sector, could signifi-
cantly improve the curren
scenario. After all, to quote
Nelson Mandela, “Educatior
is the most powerful weapor
to change the world”

The writer is a forme

Addl. Chief Secretar;

of Chhattisgarh

Views expressed are persona
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idya Kumbh: Brlnglng education to children

of sanitation workers in Mahakumbh mela

BISWAJEET BANERJEE m
MAHAKUMBH NAGAR

n a unique initiative, the Uttar
Pradesh government has
established five “Vidya Kumbh”
primary schools within the
sprawling Mahakumbh mela

und in Prayagraj. These
g;:ools are dedicatecf to pro-
viding free, high-quality edu-

cation to the chil n of the
15,000 sanitation workers tire-
lessly maintaining cleanliness
during the grand event.

The project, spearheaded by
the state's basic education
department, aims to ensure
that the education of these
childreén is not disrupted while
their families work at the
Mahakumbh. The schools,
located in sectors 1, 2, 7, 10,
and 13, are equipped with
digital classrooms,
playgrounds, and a host of
amenities, creating a vibrant
learning environment.

Basic education minister
Sandeep Singh hailed the
/| effort as an example of the
governments commitment to

education. “On the auspicious
occasion of Maha Kumbh-
2025, the Uttar It’}rli:desh
overnment is paving wa
For a brighter pﬁ.nture for the
next generation,” Singh said in
a statement.
The schools have enrolled over
500 students so far, with the
target set at 1,000. Children

aged 6 to 14 have been
surveyed and placed in classes
appropriate to their age.
ucation is being provided
free of cost, along with school
uniforms, sweaters, books, and
stationery under the ‘Umang
Kit" scheme.
Director
education,

eneral, school
chan Verma,

47

said, “Through Vidya Kumbh,
we are ensuring that the
education  of  children
belonging to labor families
continues uninterrupted, even
in the midst of thls massive
event.”
For Sunita, a sanitation worker
from Varanasi, the initiative
has been life-changing. "I was
worried about m mg:aughter
Rajkumari missing her studies
while I worked here. Now, she’s
not only learning but also
enjoying her time with new
friends;” Sunita shared with a
smile.
Eight-year-old  Arjun, a
student at Vidya Kumbh
Primary School in Sector-10,
expressed his delight, saying,
“I love studying here! We get
to lay in the big playground,
the teachers are very kind.
The bfis;gart is that wealso get

Anather student lO-year -old
Meena, added, “The school
gave us new books, sweaters,
and even shoes. I'm happy to
come here every day”

The schools emphasme dsgu:al

and game-based learnlng, with
lessons taught using audio-
video content, whiteboards,
and interactive activities. For

nursery students, playful
methogs have been adopted to
spark their interest in

education.

Akanksha Rana, officer on
special duty for the Kumbh
Mela Authority, ighted
the broader vision: “We plan
to establish Vidya Kumbh
schools in all 25 sectors of
Mahakumbh Nagar. This
initiative not only ensures
education but also builds a
sense of community and care.”
The children also receive
nutritious mid-day meals,
with a dedicated dining area
ensuring they remain healthy

and energized throughout the
day.
Th};.- Vidya Kumbh initiative

reflects the state government’s
focus on inclusive
development durin
Mahakumbh 2025, which is
expected to witness millions of
devotees from across the
globe.
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_, Catalyst for change

Rocket Learning Foundation has been transforming early childhood education through tech-driven community
engagement—empowering caregivers and Anganwadi workers to build cognitive development of underserved children

few self-motivated
and driven young-
sters have set in
motion a set of
activities that has the poten-
tial to transform how learn-
ing can take place amongst
children. For this effort, their
organisation, Rocket Learning
Foundation was recognised
in the form of Nexus of Good
Annual Award, 2024. They
have put in place a model that
is already replicating and scal-
ing in the true spirit of Nexus
of Good through public-pri-
vate partnership
It is universally acknowl-
edged that the first six years of
a child’s life represent a criti-
cal window of opportunity,
during which 85 per cent of
brain development occurs.
These early experiences shape
a child’s cognitive skills, emo-
tional well-being, and social
development, laying the foun-
dation for their entire future.
In India, 60 million children
lack access to cognitive stim-
ulation, despite the existence
of the most extensive state-
administered Early Child-
hood Care and Education
(ECCE) programme, deliv-
ered through 1.4 million
Anganwadi Centers (AWCs).
These centers often focus
predominantly on nutrition
and healthcare, neglecting
the crucial aspect of cogni-
tive development staffed by
under-trained and under-
valued Anganwadi workers.
Primary caregivers from mar-
ginalised communities fre-
quently lack clarity on their
role in supporting their child’s
learning and feel under confi-
dent due to their own low lit-
eracy levels. This gap in early
learning opportunities rein-
forces cycles of poverty and
systemic inequities-that can-
not be fully addressed by later
remedial interventions.
Recognising this, Rocket
Learning, an edtech non-profit

intervenes during this pivotal

nerim{ ﬁrom IM I e ﬂiﬂ.

By fostering a robust, commu-
nity-driven Early Childhood
Development (ECD) system,
Rocket Learning ensures
that every child, regardless
of income or background,

| Rocket Learning hasachieved an impressive 30 per cent engagement rate,

far surpassing the 2 per tent industry average

reaches their full potential in
both brain and body develop-
ment by age six. In just four
years, Rocket Learning has
partnered with governments
to drive systems change in
ECD across 10 states— Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Maharashtra,
Haryana, Uttarakhand, Raj-
asthan, Chandigarh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Meghalaya, and
Punjab, impacting 3.2 mil-
lion children and over 210,000
Anganwadi workers (govern-
ment daycare workers) across
140 districts.

How Rocket Learning is
changing realities?

Rocket Learning is revital-
ising India’s vast network of 1.4
million Anganwadi Centers
(AWCs), which serve nearly
80 million children under six,
through a tech-enabled solu-
tion and partnerships with
governments for system-level
transformation. Rooted in the
belief that “it takes a village to
raise a child;” they link gov-
ernment daycare systems with
parents and communities via
a custom WhatsApp-based
content delivery platform to
bring high-quality early learn-
ing and care to every child

lnder six.

it

cmslvtr& to su.id: a
child’s learning j

Rocket Learning taps into
the innate desire of parents
to support their children’s
learning and the potential of

Anganwadi workers (AWWs)
as key players in ECCE and
equips both caregivers with
tools, resources, and a voice
in shaping their children’s
education.

Through government-
anchored WhatsApp groups
and targeted training pro-
grammes, Rocket Learning
delivers bite-sized, science-
backed, play-based learning
content that is easy to inte-
grate into daily routines. The
platform also shares virtual
interactive learning games
and worksheets for children,
making learning more engag-
ing and accessible, while also
continuously gathering and
applying data-driven learnings
to refine content and ensure
it is aligned with each child’s
progress. Keeping communi-
ties at the heart of their pro-
gramme, Rocket Learning
ensures its content reflects
the needs, beliefs, and aspira-
tions of users on their platform
while remaining pedagogically
sound. For instance, the con-
tent is designed to consider the
personal and professional aspi-
rations of caregivers, as well as
their limitations in time, mate-

rials, and know-how,

1 i o

Rocket Lcarnins uses real-
time data and AT to pro-
vide continuous motivation
through virtual “report cards
and chocolates” for children,
medals for AWWs, and behav-

¢8__

ioral nudges based on group
participation. These digi-
tal interactions are comple-
mented by offline initiatives
such as regular parent-teacher
meetups, termed “choupals;’
and quarterly in-person train-
ing to up-skill Anganwadi
workers on early childhood
education. In doing so, they
ensure that both parents and
AWWs have the support they
need to unlock the full poten-
tial of every child they nurture.

An example of this impact
is Heena and her 5-year-old
daughter, Zara, from Jodh-
pur, India. Despite limited
resources, Heena dedicates
30 minutes daily to engaging
in play-based activities with
Zara through Rocket Learn-
ing’s digital classroom. Deter-
mined to secure her child’s
future, she sits at her doorstep
to connect to the internet and
participate in activities shared
via WhatsApp. Personalised
nudges, such as virtual medals
and feedback on her progress,
motivate Heena to stay con-
sistent and engaged in Zara’s
learning journey. Meanwhile,
Heena's Anganwadi worker,

Jaya, plays a vital rolc‘by rein-
forcing the earning within the

(A 8

the activities received ““”“51‘
the Anganwadi worker What-
SApp groups and the training
she’s undergone, ensuring that
the learning continues seam-
lessly at home and centre.

Advancing Early Childhood
Development (ECD) through
policy and systemic change
Rocket Learning collabo-
rates with national and state
governments to align ECCE -
schemes with grassroots reali-
ties, while advocating for ECCE
to be integrated into long-term
development frameworks. As
a key ECCE partner to India’s
Ministry of Women and Child
Development, Rocket Learn-
ing has played a crucial role
in developing and rolling out
the groundbreaking ‘Navchet-
ana’ and Aadharshila’ curricula
for children aged 0-6, span-
ning all stages from planning
and design to implementation
across 10 states, At the forefront
of driving system-wide change
in ECCE, Rocket Learning has
also been instrumental in the
implementation of “Poshan Bhi
Padhai Bhi’} India’s landmark
ECCE programme, which seeks
to transform Anganwadi centers
into dynamic learning environ-

“ments for children under six.

Closing the gap: Rocket
Learning’s path to scalable,
impactful ECCE solution
Rocket Learning’s systems-
based approach, coupled with
simple, low-touch technology,
ensures they meet children,
caregivers, and Anganwadi
workers exactly where they
are. By providing personalised,
localised experiences and a
human-centric design, Rocket
Learning has achieved an
impressive 30 per cent engage-
ment rate, far surpassing the 2
per cent industry average. Most
importantly, their solution is
not only scalable and effective
but also incredibly cost-effi-
cient, at just USD 1.90 per child
per year. With groundbreaking
results, such as 70 per cent of
cohorts acl‘\;evihg echm‘ :ll'!d
50 per cent in traditional mod-
els, Rocket Learning is paving
the way forward for ECCE at
svals Looking ahead, Rocket

Lcaminﬁ aims to reach 50 mil-

ALY

2030, funhcri.ns its mission 1o
make quality ECCE accessi-
ble to every child, regardless of
their background as the future
of India depends on it.
Views expressed are personal
Ahogs o
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Infrastmcture in govt.

I DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy
Nitika Francis

overnment schools have
G notably improved in the

provision of basic infras-
tructure facilities to students over
the past 10 vears, and are almost
on a par with private schools, data
show. More than 80% of govern-
ment schools in  India are
equipped with functional electric-
ty, ramps, boys” and girls” toilets,
handwash, and libraries.

Table 1 shows the shares of go-
vernment and private schools that
provide vanous infrastructural
amenities as mentioned in the lat-
est data released bv the Unified
Distria Informartion System for
Education (UDISE+), maintained
trv the Ministry of Education.

Compared to 2013-14, the share
ol government schools prowviding
functional electriary has doubled
from 45% to 90% in 2023-24, while
the share of those equipped with
comyraters has tmipled from 15% to
5% m the same peniod. The share
of government schools having li-
braries and ramps, and conduc-
ing medical checkups, has sur
passed that of privare schools
equipped with the same in 20124

Table 2 shows the share of rural
and urbian schools equipped with
vanous rifrastructure facilities in
20644 and 2024 Facilities such as

drindang watet, elecnicny, func
tiomal tollets, Worarie, ramps, and
playgrounds are avallable in more
than 75% of rural sclhweds acrosy In
dis in 20524
The Latest report shows the gap
bt woereni thie shuare of rural and w
ban schools i select infrasiroe
ture facilitdes has narrowed. T
share of rural schiools with ramnpe
and regular medical checkups has
surpassed e share of urban
wchosols with the same Drinking
water, todlets, litaries, and iy
grounds were mmldm In almiat
the same share of rural and urbin
schools. However, schaools in rural

areas continue to lag in the availa-
bility of computers, rainwater har-
vesting systems, and internet con-
nection.

Table 3 compares the availabil-
ity of select infrastructure facilities
in 201314 and 2023-24. The data is
provided for all major States
across government and private
schools. The greener the cell, the
greater the percentage of schools
(by management) with the facility
and vice versa.

Data show that the share of
schools with a functional toilet fa-
cility has increased and is at least
90% across all States in the latest
year. While States such as Kerala,
Tamil Nadu, Punjab, and Delhi
have sustained their values, there
has been a considerable improve-
ment in government and private
schools in Bihar, Odisha, and West
Bengal.

Compared to 2013-14, more
schools have equipped themselves
with functional electricity. A de-
cade ago, the share of government
schools with functional electricity
was less than 50% in States such as
Hihar, Madhya Pradesh, Odisha,
Unar Pradesh, and West Bengal,
The share has increased close to
&% and aberve in all these States.

However, the availability of
computers Is higher among priv-
ate schools compared to govern-
ment schoals, Except for Kerala
whera figures have always been
abyone 9%, the share of govern-
ment schaols having computers s
abwrse BOPC omly in six other Stales

The  share  of  gevvernment
schools equipped with computers
bs wtill as loew as 125 in Bihar, 17% In
West Bengal, and 29% In Uttar Pra
desh However,  Chhartisgarh,
Jharkhand, Haryana, and Odisha
have shown considerable improve
it comnipared 1o 20034

Terestingdy, the wables
when we Jook at the share of
wliwasls with the avallability of
ramjm More geseninment schoals
are equipped with ramps com
pared 1o private schools. The
teend s been troe in 2000 14 as
well, et Just In the Latest year

———

Report card

The data for the charts
were sourced from Unf

District Information System
for Education Plus (UDISE+]

Reports of 2013-14 and

2023-24, released by the

Ted

s_d;(;Is catching up with private onesin 204

Ministry of Education
Acing all tests: Students in
a public school at Laggere in
Bengaluru in May 2024.
The table shows the shares ::: :rl;fns:m:.:':qs:l‘;::ﬁi :‘:‘{
Table 1 of government and private Table 2 | various infrastructure facilities in
schools that provide various | d 2024 (in %)
infrastructural amenities (in %) | 2014 and 2024\in)
Government Private | 1 M_-.___ 2T
T 4|14 [ 24 | RunalUrban | e | a8 |
Fumtlonalelectnu_y_‘ 44 90 | 80 92 | Functional electricity 47 _| 88 | 85
‘Functional toilet 86 9 | 81 | 9% | Avalability of comp | 19 [ 5a | 52
Funchanalhoys toilets | 77 90 | 8B | 96 | Functianiibuilelfacll.lty | 86 |_95_'i
Functional girs’ &1 |93 9 | 95 | Functionalboys'toilet | 78 | 89 | B0 | 91
ﬁwanahllllgcframE 65 85 | 35 | 58 | Functional girls' toilet | 81 | 93 85 | 94
lability of comp 15 51 51] % Internet TR RS N T N
na}nwaterharvestlng i 6| 10 | 34 MEdIﬁ'C"'EC"“P | 63 | 76 64 | 71
Intemet 3 (46|19 74 | Playground | 66 [ 81 | 3 [ &1
Medical checkup €6 | 81 5T | 59 °| Rainwater harvesting 3 | 27| 10 36
Handwash B |9 .55.1 % | Lbrary I [ e[| &
Library 78 | 93| 12 82 | AuauFahHItyolramps 59 78 45 71
Table 3: “The greener the | The table compares the avallability el' select Infrastructure facilities in 2013-14 and 2023-24.
m;ﬁ:ﬂm:;:;z:orm The data is provided for all major States across government and private : schools (in%)
vt "'m'n:'l';:’m'“ | :"m"‘ Availability of Availability of
Indicate lesser % of schools : Y I'""'k!!l computers | ramps
with the faclity Govt | Private | Gowt adn. Govt | Private | Govt | Private
Locatlon EL A L L LU U L BETRE 10 ‘M' 19 | “.' v S| Caas
Andhra Pradesh* | 61 68 [BUIH 87 [ ¢ 00| 1 80 |66 | |
Bihar 65 i) IEAEATE 20 68
Chhattisgarh |"eg %0 | 0% w5 ESREIE
Delhi 460 | 1o 50 |- Ao b Aos. ) BT -
Gujarat 100 o [T
Haryana ¥ | 100 ! (Y |
Himachal o0 | 85 | 0
Iharkhand [ m [ [T 5 BED =
Farnataka 100 |1V i ( 1
Herala |_'._ 100, o T e oo
Madbiga Pradesh 9 | 02 1 T-.;‘:.E W w2 YR »
Maharashitig 0] 0e ‘_._-_.; " _li _“_ '9-, LaY
Gdisha o 10 | e | 87
Funjat I o AR TRl T e
P méhen i 0|0 | 6 | 6 [T
Tamit Hatlu " | B T 5
e PSS o o B8
i - 92 | o Lot [en | [N 00
Wasl Hengal (1} l" il 6 W o |0

*HIE data o ludes nunbie

*hor Anithea Pradesh an talangana fos
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Skill enhancemenl courses improve.
industry readiness & employability

REV DR JOHN FELIX RAJ

our-year under-
gradunte degree

TOEIMMIME WIS COM-
! 'c-:lvucrumh! Natlonal Edu-
| cntion Policy (NEP) 2020
| “and vfMictally announ
with effect fron July 2020
Primary objectives of NEDP
2020 for higher educa-

hi ol

4-YEAR UG DEGREE |
(HOHOURS) |
A student will be
awarded 4-year honours
degree with n major discl-
pline afier completing 160
credits with BO crediis in
Major.
4-YEAR UG DEGREE
(HONOURS WITH

RESEARCH)

10 student secures o
I of 75% marks In

tion were higl
(1) flexibility in curricu-
lum design: (11) multiple
entry and exit options: (il1)
promotion of multi-dis-
ciplinary educatlon; (Iv)
inter-disciplinary approach
to the teaching-learning
syster: (v) Introducing
internship at the under-
graduate level for better
emplo: bility; (vi) integrn-
tion ulr:umonnl training
with higher education and
| (vil) emphasis on research
| at the und duate levely
The UGC published
curriculum and credit
| framewnrk for under-
| graduate programmes in
December 2022 for the
implementation of Choice
Based Credit System
{CBCS) for UG curricu-
tum with different options
under NEP 2020, It was
followed by the publication
of National Higher Educa-
tion Qualification Frame-
work by UGC in May 2023
where the different levels
of higher education qualifi-
cation with credit require-
ments and the learning
| autcomes at each level has
been deseribed.
¥ The Government of
| 'West Bengal published
|' State Education Policy
2023 through a
Gazette notifi-
cation dated

|
|

first &1x semestiers may opl
for lianours with research
in Ath year, The student
will be required to com-
plete a research project! |
dissertation of 12 eredits In
Jieu of three Major courses
under the guidance of 8
Eaculty member.:

3-YEAR UG DEGREE.
WITH MAJOR (EXIT
OPTION)

(i} A student who wishes
to exit afier three years
will be award G
degree with a major
after securing a total
120 credits and 60
credits in Major.

New undergraduate
degree programmes.
have opened the doors
for several opportuni-
ties for the students in
West Benpal.

(ii) A student, along with
pursuing a honours/
major course of his/her
chaice, are also taking
other courses under
the category of multi-
disciplinary. miner"
courscs, ot

(1) Holistle develop-

ment of a student is

S facilitated through
T value-added

W COUrses

(iti)

-~

September courses are LI
s20n. [ expectedtobring i onorsi
education, pnsrtive changesin the || enhance-
the. i;t? teaching-leaming £/
empha- . & under the
sis, among - _,-,./ degree pro-
others, on (1) —— grammes ensure
increasing employabil- industry-readiness

ity through the inlegra-
tion of vocatlonal courses
with the mainstream

and belter employ-
ability, Professional
tratning/orlentation
for the

| teaching learning, 1

| through the CBCS mode;

| (1) Industry-academia
partnership by setting up

'1 Innovation cells, start-up
units and Incubation cen-

tres al higher education

|« resources through the link-
ages between colleges and
between colleges and unl-

* versiiles; (Iv) Internation-
alisatlon through facully
“and student exchange and
programmes and crealIng

ortunitles for forelgn
universitles 1o establish
cam » It 'West Denpal

( i tune with Governiment

of Indla legulations,

L Struclure of the uinder-

graduate degree pro-

gramm s Inlroduced
rder the New Pallcy
cludes (ollowing cot-

i of cotirsed (1)

" Major corses (1) Minur

b s () Maltldiscl:

,:

wnry courses, (Iv) Ability

§ ke

- (v1) Valiie added coutses:
_Smm;w_r_ Internslil

L

(
Institutions; (111) Sharing of

arch project/

L) A
students are also beln,
facilitated or organise
by the Department of
Teehnlcal Bducatlon,
Governmephof West
Tengal,
(iv) Introduction of Intern-
ship with academic
creditn has created
the possibillijes het-
ter employabllity with
Jal» apporiunities In
Tulure,
Wiih the introduction
af "4-yenr UG Hanatirs
Pegree with liesearch’
whll fucilinate thic furs
ther improvemeont o
the resenreh culiure
of thie state ol will
ensure over all deyel-
apient of academile
enviromment, "Hheo stus
dent can lirecily opl
for 100 after camplets

bugt the hsmonirs dogree

with pessarch,

In general, the new
undergradunte pri-
prammies nre expecied
1o b Iy postilve chianjes
i tlie feaching.lear-
Ingg syatein and open
wew horlzons for further
explorallong, +

or.
jomles

e atidhor Is Founder
) wCltricelly ﬁ@! "4

d 0

il

ety Kok |
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Book exploring rich.
culture and history

i

of Tamils released

(From left) David Davidar, publisher, Aleph Book Company;

- Gopalkrishna Gandhi, former West Bengal Governor; V. Vedachalam,
distinguished epigraphist and archaeologist; and author of the

book, Nirmala Lakshman, Chairperson, The Hindu Group Publishing
Private Limited, at the launch event in Chennai on Thursday. R. RAGU

The Hindu Bureau
CHENNAI

A host of eminent scholars,
journalists, academics, ar-
tists and the who's who of
Chennai came together for
launch of the book, The Ta-
mils: A Portrait of a Com-
munity, written by Nirmala
Lakshman, Chairperson,
The Hindu Group Publish-
ing Private Limited. The
book was launched on
Thursday by former West
Bengal Governor Gopalk-
rishna Gandhi, and the
first copy was received by
epigraphist and archaeolo-
gist V. Vedachalam.
Speaking about how the
book came to fruition, Ms.
Lakshman said she wanted
to convey her personal in-

sights and learnings about

Tamil culture, history, and
literature to an audience
within this region and to
non-Tamil speaking people
elsewhere. “I would like to
convey my gratitude, first
of all, to David [Davidar],
my long-time friend and
editor whose idea this
book was. Some five years
ago, David asked me to
write a book on the Tamils
as part of a community
portrait series. I did not
feel equal to the task, but

David said I could under-
take this complex subject.

_We went ?ack_and t_'urth on

- 51

how to tackle this vast sub-
ject. The Tamils, like many
other Indian communities,

are complex people with |

staggered history, and as
Walt Whitman once said,
we contain multitudes. I
knew it would be very chal-
lenging to settle on a strue-
ture, but we did, and we
thought the chronological
approach would be the
best way forward, giving
me the space to choose
topics within the historical
frameworks,” Ms. Laksh-
man said.

_“I came to this more as a
journalist than anything
else, and not an expert or
an academic,” she said.
“However, I was aware that
there are complex issues
such as caste inequities,
caste violence, economic

and political imbalances, |
and multiple ways of read-

ing s._pi:iety and politics of

Tamilagam.

Mr. Gandhi said the
“book is a triumph of mi-
niature details”.

Epigraphist and archae- '

ologist Dr. V. Vedachalam
said Ms. Lakshman tra-
velled the length and

“breadth of Tamil Nadu, vis-

iting historical sites and ex-
cavation sites in person.
Aleph Book Company, in-

troduced the book to the

audieng?.‘ : i
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UGC: 3

Rajasthan varsities

barred from offering PhD
for 5 years over violations

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 16

The  University  Grants
three universities in Rajasthan’
from enrolling PhD students for
having violated norms while
awarding PhD degrees,

OPJS University in Churu,
Sunrise University in Alwar and
Singhania  University  in
Jhunjhunu have been debarred
from enrolling students under
their PhD programme for five
years—from 2025-26t02029-30,

According toanoticeisstied by
the UGC Thursday, a standing
committee was constituted to
monitor whether universities
were awarding PhD degrees in ac-
cordance withitsregulations. This
panel found the three universities
not complying with the norms,
They were given an opportunity
macp}ainvdyhutmei:re_smnses
were not found to be satisfactory,
They have been asked toimmedi-
ately discontinue enrolling PhD
students, said the notice,

The UGC has warned stu-
dents 'éai;!;glis?on in

{

e

PhD programmes offered by
these universities.

UGC Chairman M Jagadesh
Kumar said: “Universities should
be committed to maintaining

the highest standards in PhD |

programmes. UGC will take ap-
propriate action against institu-
tions that fail to follow UGC's

PhD regulations, We are also in |

the process of checking the qual-
ity of PhD programmes in a few
other universities, If they are
found to violate the PhD regula-
tions, action will be taken against
them too. It is necessary to sin-
gle out such erring institutions
and prevent them from admit-
ting PhD students.”

In response to a question in

Rajya Sabha Jast month on “pri- |

vate universities selling .
Minister of State for Education

Sukanta Majumdar had listed 10 -

private universities and said that
the UGC had received com-
plaints against them through the
Central Vigilance Commission
alleging that they were selling
fabricated PhD degrees.

University were among the ten

v ..V;:-‘.__.. i
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Survey finds hundreds

NITISH SHARMA

TRIBUNE NEWS .'ﬂ!l\'llm

AMBALA, JANUARY 17

Despite various government
and Education Department
campaigns, a significantnum-
ber of out-of-school children
continue to emerge annually.
During a survey conducted by
teachers during the winter
vacations under the Haryana
School Shiksha Pariyojana
Parishad’s direction, 935 out-
of:school childrenwere identi-
fied in Ambala.

The majority of these chil-
drenbelong to migrant labour-
er families and were found at
brick kilns, industrial areas,
poultry farms and construc-
tion sites, To address the issue,
nearly 50 special training cen-
mmlhesetupwhemeduca-
tional volunteers will prepare
the children for age-appropri-
ate classes. After completing a
grade-level competence, the
children will be admitted to

Last year, 1,263 out-of-school
children wereidentified in the
district, but only 906 were
enrolled in bridge courses
across 47 special training cen-

The Tobut, A% Tanmxa 2025 Pajt Wda- 2

Government school teachers duringa survey for ou

t-of school-children in Ambala. TRIBUNE PHOTO

tres, The remaining children
reportedly returned to their
native states. Similarly, in
2023, 758 such children were
identified, of which 734 com-
pleted the bridge course and
were subsequently enrolled in
government schools.

Fducation Officer (DEEO)

Sudhir Kalra said, “A survey
was conducted for  out-of-
school children during the

winter vacations in which 935

. such children have been iden-

tified. Majority of the children
belong to migrant families.
The dataof these children will
soon be uploaded on the Pro-

appropriate class.”
Kalra added, “Nearly 50

" special training centres will

be opened in government
schools where educational
voltmtee:swnllnnpartkmwl

‘edge. A three-day training

session was organised for the
yohnteers. Although the sur-

vey concluded on January 15,

volunteers were directed on

 thefinal day of training o vis-

it unexplored areas to identi-

of migrant

children out of school in Ambala

& 2024 1,263 children ident
 fied; 906 enrolled in bridge l
cours% i ':. |
®2023: 758 children ident- |
fied; 734 enrolled and later |
- admitted to govtschools
® Main locations: Brick kilns, |
industrial areas, poultry
farms and construgtion sites '
= Nextsteps: Enrolmentin
 bridgecoursesinMayand |
cvetual a0missionN o gov
e“e_:‘?'h"m el T

fy more children. Their data
will also be sent to headquar-
ters and registered on the
PRABANDH portal for
approval and a budget will be
allocated for their education.”
Kalra said, “Since the chil-
dren move with their par-
ents, they relocate to other
districts or even back to their |
native states once the work is |
completed. They fail to !
attend the bridge course.
Last year, 1,263 students
were identified, but just over ||
000 attended the courses.”

T |
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What started as a small
nursery for displaced
Tibetan children in 1960
has transformed into a
unique set-up that
meets more than just
educational needs

findla.com

hey say it takes a village o

raise a child. This "village’

in McLeodgan), Himachal

Pradesh, nestled atop a

pristine Himalayan hill
around 2,000 metres ahove seu level,
ralses about a thousand kids at any
given point of time.

Humible Beginnings
Tibetan Children's Village (TCV) start-
ed out small in 1960, functioning as a
nursery for 51 destitute children who
had escaped Chinese occupation of
‘Fibet and sought shelter in Dharam-
shala along with the Dalai Lama. Tser-
ing Dolma Takla, the elder sister of
the Tibetan spiritual leader, volun-
teered (o take care of the kids, but she
also recognised a crucial need: family
She died in 1964, but her {dens flour-
ished. By 1971, after a period of hectlc
construction, the small nursery trans-
formed Into what it is now —2 small
village, with itsown school and homes.
Just like Dharamshala had come to
be known as “Little Lhasa” because it
was the Tibetan community's home In
exile, TCV also shaped up to become a
micro village... and a home away from
home for the displaced children.

Today, it has morphed into some-
thing much bigger It's not just a board-
ing school for kids from nursery to
Class 8. Apart from the regular play-
grounds and a school building, the vil-
lage also has dedicated homes, where
these children live and grow up as part
of a large family, complete with a
‘house mother’, sometimes even a

‘house father’.

ese unique schoo
the lives of 15,000 youn

Originally meant for only Tibetan
refugees, the TCVs have now opened up
toall Indian citizens with Tibetan roots.
There are 11 TCVs inallnow, nurturing
some lﬁ,unpupus&mehzramshah.
four in Ladakh and one each in Dehra-
dun and Bylakuppe (Karnataka).

We Are Family

Unlike a traditional boarding school,
each home here (or ‘Khimtsang', in
Tibetan) is a tight-knit unit, where the
kids — 20-25 per house — grow up to-
gether Each Khimisang is, typically,
a two- or three-bedroom house com-
plete with a kitchen, living room, li-
brary and washrooms.

But, most importantly, each Khimt-
sang has a ‘house mother’, who is the
guardian of the Kids. raising them with
love and compassion. Sometimes, she
has her husband living with them, as
‘house father’. For the kids, it's as close
to a normal family life as possible.

The boarders’ life is shorn of luxu-
1y, but each of them acts as a support
system for the others. They cook their
meals with help from the house mother,
do the dishes, clothes and even grow
vegetables in kitchen gardens. _The

older children act like elder siblings
and help the younger ones with home-
work and chores. ‘And the kids study.
play, fight, argue, tease each other and

. d( dndsa 1P Em;} 205 Pas.g(ﬂnJ 14

laugh and cry with each other... to-
gether, like siblings, like family.

Home Truths

The school follows CBSE curriculum,
with the Khimtsangs hosting children
from nursery to Class 8. Kids who go
on to secondary and higher secondary
outside the TCVs take their CBSE
boards with a 100% pass rate, with
many academic distinctions, says a
proud Kelsang Gyatso, general secre-
tary, TCV. Gyatso has served as direc-
tor of several TCVs over more than
three decades.

Fourteen-year-old Jiggle Tenzin,
born to a Tibetan refugee couple now
Li\inginCanada.hasbeenwilhmeTCU
for three years now. "It was difficult
when | came here initially" he beams,
“but [ am happy now.”

Jiggle is happy to answer questions
about life in TCV, but there's notime. It's
around 7 pm, and the househald is busy
completing homework, sittingin asemi-
pircle on a rug spread across the living
room floor, books and exerclse books
strewn around on wooden desks,

He seems in complete sync with his

nts’ decision to send him here for
a frugal life of learning and commu-
nity living — unlike any other board-
ing school, or even compared to a
luxurious life he may have led in

95

Canada, where his mother is a nurse
and father a translator.

In the kitchen, two older girls are
busy preparing a hot curry for the
housemates, with house mother Tse-
wang keeping an eye on them all. Tse-
wang, who came as a refugee from Tibet,
has been here 18 years, and has acted as
afoster mother to hundreds. She has two
grown-up children: a son, who joined
the Army’s special forces and a daugh-
ter, who is studying nursing.

In House No. 8 next door, Tenzin
Choephel, 60, is a house father, who
lives with his wife Metok, 53. Between
them, they take care of 20-25 children.
Tenzin was headmaster of the TCV
Montessori school before he retired
and joined his wife in the upper
Dharamshala TCV, Their twins are
TCV graduates, now enrolled in a PhD
pharmacy programme in Delh

The TCV in upper Dharamshala will
celebrate its 65th anniversary in Oct.
when its founder, the 14th Dalai Lama.
also marks 66 years in exile.

It's a charitable organisation, fully
funded through donations and a small
part coming from voluntary contribu-
tions from parents of boarders (Rs
4,000 2 month for those who can afford
it). Besides the boarding schools, TCV

s are shaping
g Tibetans

Jibrary, etc — at the McLeodgan) TCV. Here, Tibetan
children five and grow up as part of a large family,
complete with a ‘house mother’ (inset) and,
sometimes, even a ‘house father’

runs four day-schools, TWo thankas
(skill development) centres, two hames
for the elderly, two youth nostels, 2
TCV eollege and an institute of higher
learning, all at various places that
have Tibetan settlements.

At its peak in 2001, the TCVs had
around 20,000 students in all, with
about 1,000-1,700 coming in from Tibet
every vear After the unrest in Tibet
and protests across the world in the
run-up to the 2008 Beijing Olympics
calling for its boycott, the Chinese
gime banned all students from leaving
Tibet to 2o to India to study in TCVs

That resulted in dwindling student
numbers. Now, almost 30% of its po-
pils are Indian citizens. who have Tt
betan roots.

But the future is bright, feels Gyat
0, who holds up the TCV as a beacon
for inclusivity and secularism. “We
have Muslim children from Ladakh

here,” he says,adding. "One home,
where the foster mother is also Mus-
lim. is dedicated to Muslim children
from Ladakh. They are Tibetan Mus-
1ims, and | take them to mosgque every
Friday for namaz." 5
All said and done, 1t's not just a
school. For a community torn asunder,
it's an oasis. And it's proof that you
can tuke Tibetans out of Tibet, but you
cannot take Tibet away from Ti?mns,
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Uttarakhand's madrasa to offer
NCERT curriculum, sanskrit as
optional subject

PTl |, Dehradun

Jan 19, 2025 04:50 PM IST N o @ @

The Uttarakhand Wagf Board has launched its first
modern madrasa in Dehradun, offering NCERT

curriculum with optional Sanskrit.

."’v,. f' ﬂ". .

Uttarakhand's first modern madrasa to offer NCERT curriculum, sanskrit as optional
subject (Pic for representation)(HT_PRINT)
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The Uttarakhand Wagf Board has set up the state's first
modern madrasa offering general education under the
NCERT curriculum with Sanskrit as an optional subject

besides Arabic.

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed
by the board at a cost of around I50 lakh and will commence
classes from the next academic session in March,
Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.

You 2025 Fortune revealed! Read Now

The madrasa located at the Muslim Colony near the railway

station in Dehradun, he said.

Shams said of about 10 madrasas located in the areas around
the colony, this madrasa, has been improved with
infrastructure, including well-equipped classrooms,

furniture, computers and smart boards.

Students from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for

consolidated education, the chairman said.

He said the Waqf Board plans to modernize eight to 10
madrasas in the state by the end of the year and the smaller
madrasas in the surrounding areas will be merged into a

central facility located at the best location.

Y



He said, "This will streamline the management and the Waqgf
Board will be able to use the vacant properties to increase its

income."

Students from these madrasas will study general subjects
under the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) syllabus in the morning while the evenings
will be reserved for for religious eduction, including Quran,
teachings of Prophet Muhammad or texts related to Lord

Ram, as per their choice, he said.

The chairman said, "Our aim is to create a beautiful India
where all children get equal education and equal opportunity

to progress.”

The Waqf board will provide free education, uniforms and

books to students in these modernized madrasas, he added.

For the first time an ex-army personnel will be recruited as
physical education instructors to ensure student's fithess
and instill patriotism. Teachers for Sanskrit will also be

appointed, Shams said.
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A total of 419 madrasas are registered in Uttarakhand of

which the Waqf Board currently runs 117 madrasas.

The focus is to have to have few madrasas that provide high
quality education, Shams said, adding that the presence of so

many madrasas in the state is as unnecessary.

He acknowledged that some members of the Muslim
community have opposed the modernization initiative,
urging the Waqgf Board to use the word "school" instead of

"madrasas".

Talks are underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami
to bring all madrasas under the Wagf Board's management

for uniform functioning, Shams said.
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Uttarakhand's First Modern Madrasa to Offer NCERT Curriculum,
Sanskrit as Optional Subject

Agency: PTI
Last Updated: January 19, 2025, 16:33 IST

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed by the board at a cost of around Rs 50 lakh and will
commence classes from the next academic session in March, Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams
said.

Students from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for consolidated education, the chairman said. (Representative/File Photo)

The Uttarakhand Waqf Board has set up the state’s first modern madrasa offering general
education under the NCERT curriculum with Sanskrit as an optional subject besides Arabic.

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed by the board at a cost of around
Rs 50 lakh and will commence classes from the next academic session in March,
Uttarakhand Wagqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.
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The madrasa is located at the Muslim Colony near the railway station in Dehradun, he said.

Shams said of about 10 madrasas located in the areas around the colony, this madrasa, has
been improved with infrastructure, including well-equipped classrooms, furniture,

omputers and smart boards.

udents from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for consolidated education, the E
chairman said.

He said the Wagqf Board plans to modernize eight to 10 madrasas in the state by the end of
the year and the smaller madrasas in the surrounding areas will be merged into a central
facility located at the best location.

He said, “This will streamline the management and the Waqf Board will be able to use the
vacant properties to increase its income." Students from these madrasas will study general
subjects under the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) syllabus
in the morning while the evenings will be reserved for for religious eduction, including
Quran, teachings of Prophet Muhammad or texts related to Lord Ram, as per their choice, he

said.

The chairman said, "Our aim is to create a beautiful India where all children get equal
education and equal opportunity to progress." The Waqf board will provide free education,

uniforms and books to students in these modernized madrasas, he added.

For the first time an ex-army personnel will be recruited as physical education instructors to
ensure student’s fitness and instill patriotism. Teachers for Sanskrit will also be appointed,
Shams said.
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The focus is to have to have few madrasas that provide high quality education, Shams said,

adding that the presence of so many madrasas in the state is as unnecessary.

He acknowledged that some members of the Muslim community have opposed the
modernization initiative, urging the Waqf Board to use the word "school" instead of
“madrasas".

Talks are underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to bring all madrasas under

the Waqf Board’s management for uniform functioning, Shams said.

(This story has not been edited by News18 staff and is published from a syndicated news
agency feed - PTI)

Tags : NCERT

Location : Dehradun, India
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rAPPOintment of non-academic VCs
may dishearten senior academics

AﬂowingcandldateswithpmvencredenﬁalstoheoomeVCSaﬁgnthhNErzom

Sonal.Srivastava
@timesofindia.com

he UGC recently released
Tthe draft Minimum Qualifi-

cations for Appointment and
Promotion of Teachers and Acade-
mic Staff in Universities and Colle-
ges and Measures for the Mainte-
nance of Standards in Higher Edu-
cation) Regulations 2025 to allow
candidates with proven credenti-
als and significant contributions
from industry, public administra-
tion, and public policy to become
vice-chancellors. The move inten-
ded to make Indian universities
globally competitive could throw
up multiple challenges for non-
academicians in the university ad-
ministration and dishearten aca-
demics aspiring for a promotion in
their universities.

UGC chairman Mamidala Jaga-
desh Kumar says, “Allowing candi-
dates with proven credentials and
gignificant contributions from fields
such as/industry, public administra-

More than the
professional background
of VCs, it is important
that people with
integrity are hired

novation and transforming higher
education. By bringing diverse per-
gpectives, leadership experience,
and expertise in solving real-world
challenges, these candidates can ca-
talyse interdisciplinary research,
strengthen industry-academia colla-
boration, and drive entrepreneurial
initiatives. This inclusive approach
ensures thatuniversities are notonly
centres of academic excellence but
alsosocietal progressand innovation
engines, fully embracing the trans-
formative aspirations of NEP 2020.
The Draft UGC Regulations 2025
marks an important step toward en-
hancing the higher education eco-
system, with direct benefits for stu-
dents by enabling qu'a]ity teaching,

need a significant amount of time to
understand the workings of universi-
ties and implement provisions of the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020. PV Navaneethakrishnan, for-
mer professor and director of Entran-
ce Exams and Admission, Anna Uni-
versity, Chennai, posits, “Even VCs
hailing from academic institutions
spend considerable time learning
how to perform as VCs. When the
post is made open to industrialists,
more time will be required for their
orientation. A Professor of Practice
(PoP) may be more suited to the post
of VC than a raw industrialist, since
the PoP may be better academically
oriented with the experience gained
as PoP. Allowing non-academic can-
didates tobecome VCsseemstobea
hasty decision as of now. Differences
are bound to arise between universi-
ties that have industry experts as
VCs and those that do not. There are
possibilities of migration between
universities or HEIs, credit transfer,
faster/slower completion of pro-
grammes, dual degree programimes,
multiple subject options, and the
like.” Indian universities have, besi-
. il

des academicians, civil servants,
judges, and army officers as vice-
chancellors. "Governor as chancellor
has always been the appointing aut-
hority, thoughtheymade anappoint-
ment in consultation with the go-
vernment. More than the professio-
nal background of the vice-chancel-
lors, it is important that people with
integrity and excellence are appoin-
ted. Now, the process may impact
transparency, with all kinds of peo-
ple with political and ideological affi-
liations and backgrounds getting ap-
pointed as VCs. Issues of ethics, in-
tegrity, propriety and commitment to
excellence must be of paramount im-
portance. There may not be much
change inthe working of universities
after the draft regulation is appro-
ved,” says Furgan Qamar, former
VC, Central University of Himachal
Pradesh.

Appointing industry expertsmay

also dishearten academics as it may |

close the doors for senior academics
to be appointed as VCs. "Can a cor-
poration appoint a senior professor
as a direct CEO orin upper manage-
ment? It is unequivocally inappropri-
atetoappointanindustrialist asvice-
chancellor, as universities and aca-
demic institutions are where human
character is cultivated, not where
machines areproduced. An individu-

al lacking academic and research |

knowledge will execute tasks in a
manner consistent with their back-
ground and experience. This will dis-
hearten academics, as they recogni-
se that regardless of the quality of
their scholarly and research cont-
S ributions, they will not be prioriti-

" sed for the position of vice-chan-

cellor,” says Brajesh Kumar Tiwari,
‘associate professor, Atal Bihari Vaj-

payee School of Management and

Sae Nw e en s b mkais

Entrepreneurship, JNU.
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Uttarakhand's first modern madrasa to offer NCERT curriculum

Uttarakhand has 419 registered madrasas, 117 of which are now operated by the Waqf Board.

'm By India Today Research Bureau

Image by Freepik
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detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-
to-offer-ncert-curriculum)

The Uttarakhand Waqf Board is launching the state’s first modern madrasa offering general education under the NCERT curriculum,
with Sanskrit as an optional subject alongside Arabic. The state government plans to introduce the NCERT curriculum in an attempt

to improve the registered madrasas in the state.

This first modern madrasa is located in the Muslim Colony, near the Dehradun railway station. Out of roughly ten madrasas in the
colony's vicinity, this one has been upgraded with infrastructure such as well-equipped classrooms, furniture, laptops, and
smartboards, the Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.

The chairman also announced that students from adjacent madrasas would be brought here for consolidated education. The Waqf
Board allegedly intends to modernize eight to ten madrasas in the state by the end of the year, consolidating smaller madrasas in

neighbouring regions into a central facility in the best location.

Students at these madrasas will study general subjects from the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
syllabus in the morning, while the evenings will be reserved for religious education, such as the Quran, Prophet Muhammad's

teachings, or texts related to Lord Ram, according to their preferences.

“We aim to create a beautiful India where all children get equal education and equal opportunity to progress.” The Waqf board will
provide free education, uniforms and books to students in these modernized madrasas, Shams added. For the first time, ex-army men

will be hired as physical education instructors in madrasas to assure student fitness and encourage patriotism.

The focus is on having a few madrasas that give high-quality education, according to Shams, who also believes that the state's large
number of madrasas is unneeded. He noted that certain sections of the Muslim community have resisted the modernization initiative,

encouraging the Waqf Board to adopt the term "school" rather than "madrasas".

Talks are also underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to bring all madrasas under the Waqf Board's control to ensure

uniform operation.
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BEST UNIVERSITIES 2024

>> 2024 India Today Edu Summit: The roundup

(https:/ /bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/2024-india-today-edu-summit-the-roundup)
>> India's Best Universities 2024: A global class
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Korean Government Through KOICA Usher In The Bilateral Exchange Of Notes With The Government
Of India

By India Education Diary ... On Jan 20, 2025

New Delhi - The Korean International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) signed its first bilateral Exchange of Notes between the Embassy of Republic of Korea and the
Ministry of Finance, Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Government of India. This agreement reflects a shared commitment to fostering mutual growth and
advancing sustainable development between Korea and India.

The Exchange of Notes was formally signed by Ambassador Lee Seong-ho, Korean Ambassador to India and Ms. Manisha Sinha, Additional Secretary, Ministry of
Finance. The signing ceremony was attended by dignitaries, including Mr. Sang Woo Lim, Minister, Ms. Hyesoo Jee, Second Secretary of the Korean Embassy and Mr.
Woochan Chang, Country Director of KOICA and Ms. Geetu Joshi, Economic Advisor; Mr. Navjot Singh, Deputy Secretary; and Ms. Anisha Xaxa, Undersecretary
from Ministry of Finance, Government of India, Ms. Anu Jain, Joint Director, Ministry of Education and Dr Dinesh Saklani Director, NCERT.

Ambassador Lee Seong-ho emphasized KOICA's dedication to empowering India’s youth through cutting-edge skill development initiatives. “KOICA has introduced
several programs to educate and upskill the youth, preparing them to meet the evolving demands of Industry 4.0,”he remarked.

One such flagship initiative is the TVET Mechatronics Project, developed in collaboration with the National Council of Educational Research and Training

(NCERT). This program equips students with advanced technical skills, aligning with the requirements of a dynamic and rapidly changing job market.

Ambassador Lee further highlighted KOICA's strategic focus on integrating technical training with education and healthcare. “By leveraging future-ready technology
skills, we aim to enable the youth to thrive in a competitive global environment. Collaborative efforts with academic institutions are critical to building these
competencies,”he said.

He also underscored the transformative potential of the Exchange of Notes. “This marks the beginning of a deeper collaboration between our two nations. As the
project progresses, we look forward to the active engagement of more stakeholders in this journey of shared development.”

This agreement signals a growing partnership between India and Korea, reinforcing their dedication to sustainable development, skill enhancement, and technological
innovation.
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Uttarakhand’s madrasa to offer
NCERT curriculum, Sanskrit as
optional subject

Students from these madrasas will study general subjects under NCERT syllabus in
the morning while the evenings will be reserved for religious education.

By: PTI
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Young boys read the Quran at a Madrasa. (Representative image b Prashant Nadkar)

The Uttarakhand Waqf Board has set up the state’s first modern madrasa offering
general education under the NCERT curriculum with Sanskrit as an optional subject
besides Arabic. Dr AP] Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed by the
board at a cost of around Rs 50 lakh and will commence classes from the next

academic session in March, Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.

The madrasa is located at the Muslim Colony near the railway station in Dehradun,
he said.

Shams said of about 10 madrasas located in the areas around the colony, this
madrasa, has been improved with infrastructure, including well-equipped

classrooms, furniture, computers and smart boards.

Students from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for consolidated

education, the chairman said.
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He said the Waqf Board plans to modernize eight to 10 madrasas in the state by the
end of the year and the smaller madrasas in the surrounding areas will be merged

into a central facility located at the best location.

STORIES YOU MAY LIKE

Asha Bhosle's granddaughter Zanai, cricketer Mohammed Siraj address dating
rumours

UK heir to Rs 2,500 crore fortune gets life sentence for fatally stabbing best friend
37 times

Mamta Kulkarni says she ‘can’t imagine doing films again’ after taking sanyas at
Maha Kumbh

He said, “This will streamline the management and the Waqf Board will be able to
use the vacant properties to increase its income.” Students from these madrasas
will study general subjects under the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) syllabus in the morning while the evenings will be reserved for
religious education, including the Quran, teachings of Prophet Muhammad or texts

related to the Lord Ram, as per their choice, he said.
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The chairman said, “We aim to create a beautiful India where all children get equal
education and equal opportunity to progress.” The Waqf board will provide free
education, uniforms and books to students in these modernized madrasas, he
added.

For the first time an ex-army personnel will be recruited as physical education
instructors to ensure student’s fitness and instill patriotism. Teachers for Sanskrit

will also be appointed, Shams said.
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A total of 419 madrasas are registered in Uttarakhand of which the Waqf Board
currently runs 117 madrasas.

The focus is to have to have few madrasas that provide high-quality education,
Shams said, adding that the presence of so many madrasas in the state is as

unnecessary.

He acknowledged that some members of the Muslim community have opposed the
modernization initiative, urging the Waqf Board to use the word “school” instead of
“madrasas”.

<
Subscribe to receive the day's headlines from The Indian Express
straight in your inbox
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Talks are underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to bring all madrasas

under the Waqf Board’s management for uniform functioning, Shams said.

© IE Online Media Services Pvt Ltd
This article went live on January nineteenth, twenty twenty-five, at thirty-seven minutes past twelve in

the afternoon.
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Hundreds of terminated teachers march
demanding resolution on day 36 of protest
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Raipur: Hundreds of terminated B Ed
qualified assistant teachers from the
tribal-dominated Bastar and Surguja
divisions marched towards the state _ = e
capital on Sunday, entering the 36th \p.'IOLl.I-:N"TICLASHEJS IN LONDON ‘F?

day of their ongoing protest. These ON ISRAEL-HAMAS TRUCE DAY | -

e

teachers, who were employed in govt

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide
in-london-as-pro-palestinians-hold-mega
truce-day-in-gaza/videoshow/117371405

primary schools, lost their jobs following

a court order that deemed their appointments illegal. The demonstration that
started at 2:30 pm on Sunday at Telibandha Lake continued until late in the

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide

oppose-ceasefire-deal-with-hamas-urge-i
agreement-for-total-victory/videoshow/1

evening.

The teachers, accompanied by their parents, embarked on a journey to Raipur, VIEW MORE VIDEOS >
aiming to garland the statue of Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar at Ghadi Chowk. However,

they were intercepted by police at Telibandha Lake en route.
ADVERTISEMENT
This incident marks a significant escalation in the teachers' protest against their

termination. The teachers, many of whom incurred significant financial burdens
and emotional distress due to loss of job, are demanding resolution to the ongoing

employment crisis.

The termination of these teachers stems from a High Court ruling that declared

the appointment of B Ed graduates as primary school teachers illegal. This ruling

left 2,896 teachers unemployed, facing an uncertain future. The teachers argue

that they were hired through a proper selection process and that their termination

is unjust and detrimental to the education system in the tribal regions. They

demanded reinstatement in their respective teaching positions or adjustment in

the school education department where over 33,000 posts are lying vacant. Trending Stories
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1/27/25, 2:39 PM Hundreds of terminated teachers march demanding resolution on day 36 of protest | Raipur News - The Times of India
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The termination of these teachers has not only impacted the individuals involved ADVERTISEMENT

but also raised concerns about the quality of education in tribal areas. The loss of
experienced teachers could have a significant negative impact on the learning
outcomes of students in these regions, according to the striking teachers Kunal
Pratap Singh, Praveen Kumar Bhoyar, Suryakant Rawte, Banshi Kashyap, Sanjay
Netam, Sadhna Paikra, Mohini Shrimali, Chonhanti Bada, Kusum Sidar, and
Baleshwar Dwivedi.

Meanwhile, Additional District Magistrate, Devendra Patel, who was present at the
venue, told TOI that the administration would wait and watch while ensuring law
and order as one side of the road was blocked. "Fortunately, it is Sunday and
there is not much traffic rush, otherwise it would have been difficult to manage.
There are thousands of teachers staging a demonstration, and we have to arrange
for sufficient number of vehicles to transport them to other locations," he said.
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School education department launches initiative
to locate parents of abandoned children

The authorities have urged anvone with information regarding the children or their family
to contact the nearest school or police station

BALWANT GARG | TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
Faridkot, Updated At: 04:47 PM Jan 20, 2025 15T
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In a bid to reunite two abandoned children with their family, the School Education
Department of Punjab has launched a state-wide initiative to trace their parents. This
comes after the Department of Social Security and Women and Children Development

raised the matter, urging for immediate action.

The children — Shankar (4) and Krishna (8) — were discovered abandoned at Bathinda
Railway Station on August 11, 2024. Following their rescue, they were placed in a children’s
home in Bathinda. During counselling sessions, Krishna revealed her parents’ names as

Vishnu and Poonam, and also mentioned an elder sister named Jyoti.

Although Krishna identified herself as a student of a government school in Punjab, she
could not recall its name or location. This prompted the Social Security Department to seek
assistance from the School Education Department to scrutinise records of all government

schools in the state for any matching enrolments.

In response, the School Education Department issued directives to all elementary and high
schools across Punjab on Monday. Along with sharing photographs of the children, schools
have been asked to check their enrolment records for any student named Krishna with

parents named Vishnu and Poonam.

Officials are hopeful that the collaboration between departments and schools will help
trace the children’s family and reunite them soon. The authorities have urged anyone with
information regarding the children or their family to contact the nearest school or police

station.

73



1/27/25, 2:52 PM Budget 2025 expectations: Here's what India's education sector wants from the Govt - Budget 2025 | ET Now

ET Now | UniList | Digit | Magicbricks | Health and Me | Times Drive | Times Now | Times Now Navbharat | Telugu | Switch To %Eﬁ ) ‘ | |
ﬁ' LATEST BUDGET 2025 MARKETS NEWS STOCKS MUTUAL FUNDS IPO ECONOMY CORPORATES MUTUAL FUNDS sanifial LIVE

o

; TIMES NETWORK AT DAVOS Property Market Value Calculator Stock Market Crash Today Stock Market LIVE Updates ITC Hotels L

Powered By:

MUTUAL FUNDS  Mirae Asset Equity Savings Fund(G)-Direct Plan 1 Year Return: 10.76 3 Year Return: 10.38 INVEST NOW MIRAE ASSET

Business News > Budget

Budget 2025 expectations: Here's what India's education sector
wants from the Govt

Budget 2025 expectations: Department of School Education & Literacy received Rs 73,498 crore from the government, marking an overall jump
of Rs 12,024 crore (19.56%) in the FY 2024-25 from RE 2023-24. Modi Government allocated the highest ever funds for the Autonomous Bodies
of KVS & NVS - Rs. 9,302 crore and Rs. 5,800 crores respectively.
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sector in Union Budget 2024. Department of School Education & Literacy received Rs 73,498 crore
from the government (highest ever), marking an overall jump of Rs 12,024 crore (19.56%) in the FY
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budget witnessed multiple schemes announced by the government for students.
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However, as per Waseem Javed, Founder&CEO, EduVib, with over 13.35 lakh Indian students studying
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Sujatha Kshirsagar, President - Career Launcher said, the Union budget 2025 "must aim to touch 5
percent in order to help leapfrog towards Amritkaal goals.

"We urge the government to prioritize increased funding for STEM research and innovation, as well as
introduce targeted subsidies for international students studying in India, which would position the
country as a global education hub," said Kshirsagar.

"A focus on simplifying processes and making financial support more accessible could greatly benefit
students and their families, enabling Indian talent to excel on a global platform,” said Javed.

Budget 2025 expectations

On the other hand, Vinu Warrier, Managing Partner & Founder, eduVelocity added, "the exciting new
development in the last Budget was providing financial support for loans up to Rs 10 lakh for higher
education in domestic institutions. However, there is still a need for a FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid- that US students take advantage of) type financial infrastructure wherein,
through a mix of banks & insurance companies, in the form of grants, work-study programs, etc.,
students and families can navigate the deficit between what they can afford for higher education and
the actual cost of attending a world-class university."

RELATED NEWS
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"The need of the hour in India is a nationwide financing scheme that includes grants, loans, low or
zero-interest financing options, as well as work-study options across both the public and private
sectors for students pursuing higher education," said Warrier.

Get the latest Business News, Stock Markets, IPO Companies News, Breaking News Events on ET
Now. Watch all the big and small Share Market News on ET Now Live TV.
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NCERT DIRECTOR
GUARANTEES BOARD
EXAMS AS PER SCHEDULE

L NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani

On Tuesday, January 21, the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) Director Dinesh Saklani reaffirmed
that the new National Education Policy (NEP) guarantees that Board
exams for students in Classes X and XII would take place exactly as
scheduled, with no modifications.
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NCERT Director guarantees board exams as per schedule

Adding more, Saklani said that these examinations will remain
unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding their future.
According to Odisha TV, he stated, "There is no need for any
confusion regarding the Board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the
policy," stated Jagran Josh.

Another chance

Exams for Classes V and VIII students are intended to help them prep
for the move to secondary school. Saklani further added that children
who do poorly in these tests will be given another chance,
demonstrating a flexible attitude to assist pupils in getting better and
preparing for more difficult academic stages.

Saklani also went into detail about the NEP's 5+3+3+4 educational
framework, which has two secondary education phases: Classes IX
and X in the first phase and Classes Xl in the second, stated Jagran
Josh.

National workshop

At a three-day national workshop on the implementation of NEP
2020 in Odisha, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan gave
a presentation that focused on the National Curriculum Framework
(NCF), which aims to transform the nation's educational system.
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NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani confirms Class 10 and 12 board exams will continue unchanged under the New Education Policy,

ensuring no confusion. A three-day National Workshop on NEP 2020 implementation in Odisha highlights curriculum reforms.
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NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani

There is provision for the conduct of board examinations for class 10 and class 12 students under the new National

Education Policy (NEP). The policy explicitly states that these examinations will proceed without any alteration, said
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For students in Class 5 and Class 8, examinations are designed to prepare them for the transition into secondary
WS&H(‘:%rtion. According to Saklani, a second chance will be available for those who do not perform satisfactorily on

these exams. This reflects a considerate approach, allowing students an opportunity to improve and ready

themselves for further academic challenges.

Advertisement

Saklani reassured, "There's no need for any confusion regarding the board examinations, as it's clearly mentioned in
the policy."

Also Read: NEP 2020: Odisha fixes age limit for admissions in class 1; primary schools to set up additional pre-school

Advertisement

The NCERT Director’s remarks aim to dispel doubts and affirm the stability and continuity of the examination system
for these crucial academic stages.

According to the NCERT Director, there is 5+3+3+4 structure and there are two phases in secondary where there is
9 and 10 in the first and 12th in the second phase.

Meanwhile, a three-day National Workshop on the implementation of NEP 2020 in Odisha was held today.

Union Education Minister said that already the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) to revolutionise our education

has been unveiled. The NCF will serve as the basis for Odisha’s State Curriculum Framework.

NCERT will have to ensure that the curriculum, syllabus and teaching-learning material is fully contextualised to
Odisha’s civilisational and cultural ethos, history, heritage and knowledge traditions. Moreover, the State Curriculum

Framework will be a true embodiment of ‘Odia Asmita.

On Monday, the Odisha School and Mass Education Department had issued a notification clarifying the age regarding
admissions into class 1.
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academic year.

nggitlﬁlré academic year 2025-26 onwards, all primary schools will open an additional Pre-school class called "Sishu

Vatika' In the pre-school class, children in the age group of 5-6 years will be admitted for pre-preschool education.

Advertisement

NCERT

Advertisement
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Bhubaneswar, January 21: While the National Education Policy(NEP)- 2020 is going to be implemented across the nation in
view of formulating life-centered and relevant curricula as per the nation needs, Director of National Council of Educational
Research & Training (NCERT) Dinesh Saklani has cleared the air on the amendment of curricula of Class X and Class XI.

Underlining the key points of the National Curriculum Framework ahead of the full-fledged implementation of the NEP 2020,
during a three-day National Workshop in Odisha's Bhubaneswar on Tuesday, Saklani said that the board examinations for
class 10 and class 12 students under the new National Education Policy (NEP),will continue as it is. There will be no explicit
alteration in both of the pivotal exams now, as the NEP 2020 has no such provision on it.

There is not at all any confusion regarding the board exams or any change of the curriculum for the Class 10 and Class 12t
students for the time being, he added.

v 1entioning, the NCERT Director is all set to work out on ensuring a fully contexualized curriculum, syllabus and up-to-
. = teaching-learning materials for the states in line with the NEP-2020.
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Srinagar, Jan 22: The new National Education Policy (NEP) ensures that board
examinations for Class 10 and Class 12 students will proceed as planned,
without any changes, clarified Dinesh Saklani, Director of the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), on Tuesday.

Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest
any confusion regarding their future. “There’s no need for any confusion
about the board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy,” he said, as per
Odisha TV.

For students in Class 5 and Class 8, exams are designed to prepare them for the
transition to secondary education. Saklani further noted that those who do not
perform well in these exams will be given a second chance, reflecting a flexible
approach to help students improve and gear up for more challenging academic
phases.

A Amp up your
. storytelling with

All Apps.

Additionally, Saklani elaborated on the 5+3+3+4 education structure outlined
in the NEP, which includes two phases in secondary education—Grades 9 and
10 in the first phase, and Grade 12 in the second phase.

Meanwhile, in Odisha, a three-day National Workshop on the implementation

of NEP 2020 was held, where the Union Education Minister highlighted the Q
unveiling of the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) aimed at

revolutionizing the country’s education system.
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Classes 10 and 12 Board Exams to Proceed as
Planned Under NEP: NCERT Director

NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani confirmed on Tuesday that under the new National Education Policy
(NEP), board exams for Classes 10 and 12 will continue as planned without any changes. His
statement clears up any doubts about the future of these exams.
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"There is no need for any confusion regarding the board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy,": NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani

REGISTER FOR RESULT UPDATES

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) Director Dinesh Saklani reaffirmed
on Tuesday that the new National Education Policy (NEP) guarantees that board exams for students in

Classes 10 and 12 would take place exactly as scheduled, with no modifications.
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Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding
their future. According to Odisha TV, he stated, "There is no need for any confusion regarding the

board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy."

Failed Students to be Given Another Chance

Exams for Class 5 and Class 8 students are intended to help them get ready for the move to secondary
school. Saklani further added that children who do poorly on these tests will be given another chance,
demonstrating a flexible attitude to assist pupils in getting better and preparing for more difficult

academic stages.

Saklani also went into detail about the NEP's 5+3+3+4 educational framework, which has two

secondary education phases: Grades 9 and 10 in the first phase and Grade 12 in the second.
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Nodal officersof higher
‘oducational institutes
sensitised on tobaccolaws

STATESMAN NEWS
SERVICE _
NEW DELH! 22 IANUARY

More than 80 nodal officers
from higher educational insti-
tutions of Delhi-NCR partic-
ipated in the training and
capacltybuildingon “Tobacco
Control and Cessation” at
Guru Gobind Singh
Indraprastha University
(GGSIPU) campus here.
Thepro gwasorgan-
ised by the National Resource
Centre for Oral Health and
‘Tobacco Cessation, under the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfarein collaborationwith

Maulana Azad Institute of

Dental Sciences and GGSIPU.
The participants Were sensi-
tised on the enforcement of
tobacco laws in higher edu-
cational institutions.

In his address, Mahesh

s

of tobacco is a ‘sure short
pathway 10 devastation’:

“we need tobustthe myth
about tobacco smoking, beit
the natural ‘bidi leaves OF -
cigarette. The need of the’
hour is to bring individuals
tothe no smokingzone. Only
a'public movement’ canlead
us toa ‘Viksit Bharat' by 2047,"
he said.

During the programimne,
the experts informed that in
India, the tobacco industry
has a turnover of over Rs
70,000 crore, and around 27
crore people consurme tobacco,
ofwhich 20 croreare smokeless
tobacco Users:

«around 13.5 lakh deaths
pccur per year and approxi-
mately 5,500 children start |
smoking tobacco every day,”

they said.
P
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TRENDING NOW E-Paper

India Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for
NCERT’s Technical Cooperation project

iily Excelsior - January 23, 2025

NEW DELH]I, Jan 22: India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange of notes for the technical
cooperation project titled ‘Strengthening Vocational Education and Training in Mechatronics in India’.
Government of Republic of Korea, a finance ministry statement said on Wednesday.

This is the first project being implemented with the assistance of KOICA in India, it said.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of vocational education and training in
mechatronics in India and will be implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE), Bhopal,
it said.

The institute will help build environment to pilot education in mechatronics by preparing curriculum,
textbooks, teacher's manual and equipment.

The project will help build capacity of teachers in mechatronics while also facilitating networking between
industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India’s Official Development Assistance (ODA)partner for development
cooperation in October 2016, it said.

The bilateral relationship between the two countries was upgraded to ‘Special Strategic Partnership’in 2015, it
said.

Signing of the exchange of notes for the NCERT project will further consolidate and strengthen the special

strategic partnership between India and Korea, it added. (PTI)
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India, Korea sign pact for exchange c
notes for NCERT's Technical
Cooperation project

India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange of notes for the technical
cooperation project titled 'Strengthening Vocational Education and Training in Mechatron
in India'. The project will be implemented in collaboration with Korea International
Cooperation Agency (KOICA) of Government of Republic of Korea, a finance ministry

statement said on Wednesday.
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New Delhi, India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange
of notes for the technical cooperation project titled 'Strengthening

Vocational Education and Training in Mechatronics in India' The project

will be implemented in collaboration with Korea International
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1/27/25, 3:03 PM India, Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for NCERT's Technical Cooperation project, ET Education

Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

of Government of Republic of
Korea, a finance ministry
statement said on

Wednesday.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a
basis of vocational education and training in mechatronics
in India and will be implemented by NCERT at the
Regional Institute of Education (RIE), Bhopal, it said.

Advt

This is the first project being implemented with the assistance of KOICA

in India, it said.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of
vocational education and training in mechatronics in India and will be
implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE),
Bhopal, it said.

The institute will help build environment to pilot education in

mechatronics by preparing curriculum, textbooks, teacher's manual and

equipment.
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1/27/25, 3:03 PM India, Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for NCERT's Technical Cooperation project, ET Education
The project will help build capacity of teachers in mechatronics while

also facilitating networking between industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India's Official Development
Assistance (ODA)partner for development cooperation in October 2016,

it said.

The bilateral relationship between the two countries was upgraded to

'Special Strategic Partnership' in 2015, it said.

Signing of the exchange of notes for the NCERT project will further
consolidate and strengthen the special strategic partnership between

India and Korea, it added.
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1/27/25, 3:04 PM Classes 10 and 12 Board Exams to Proceed as Planned Under NEP: NCERT Director | Education News - Jagran Josh

Sanskriti University CFA Institute SRM University SSC GD 2025 Vanc |

» LATEST EDUCATION NEWS

10 and 12 Board Exams to Proceec
‘Under NEP: NCERT Director

dDinesh Saklani confirmed on Tuesday that under the new National Edt
ims for Classes 10 and 12 will continue as planned without any chang
; up any doubts about the future of these exams.

PATHI I:
321IST

"There is no need for any confusion regarding the board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy,": NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani

REGISTER FOR RESULT UPDATES

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) Director Dinesh Saklani reaffirmed
on Tuesday that the new National Education Policy (NEP) guarantees that board exams for students in
Classes 10 and 12 would take place exactly as scheduled, with no modifications.
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Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding
their future. According to Odisha TV, he stated, "There is no need for any confusion regarding the

board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy."

Failed Students to be Given Another Chance

Exams for Class 5 and Class 8 students are intended to help them get ready for the move to secondary
school. Saklani further added that children who do poorly on these tests will be given another chance,
demonstrating a flexible attitude to assist pupils in getting better and preparing for more difficult

academic stages.

Saklani also went into detail about the NEP's 5+3+3+4 educational framework, which has two

secondary education phases: Grades 9 and 10 in the first phase and Grade 12 in the second.
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Ministry of Education

Grand Finale of National School Band Competition
6.0 to be held at Major Dhyan Chand National
Stadium, New Delhi on 24-25 January

Posted On: 23 JAN 2025 9:15AM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Defence is going to organise the grand finale of National School Band Competition 6.0 on
24-25 January 2025 at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium, New Delhi. This year 16 band teams from
13 States with 463 children have been shortlisted for the finale (list annexed) through State- and Zonal-
level competitions. At the State-Level Competitions, 568 teams comprising 13,999 children participated;
while at the Zonal Level, 84 teams comprising 2,337 children took part.

For the first time:

1. Band Teams from three government schools have got the opportunity to participate in the Republic Day
Parade.

2. PM SHRI KGBV Patamda, Purbi Singhbum, Jharkhand school students will be giving their
performance at the rostrum in front of the Presidential stage.

3. Two band teams (Kendriya Vidyalaya and Government Sr. Sec. School West Point, Sikkim) will be
performing at Vijay Chowk in the Republic Day Parade.

4. In tandem with the “whole of Government approach”, initiative has been taken for training of PM
SHRI school band teams by the band instructors/teams of Army Regimental Centres. Training has begun in
11 States/UTs and will commence shortly in the rest of the States/UTs. This is a step towards imparting
holistic education to students of PM SHRI schools and developing them into well-rounded personalities.

The National Education Policy 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century and aims at large-scale
transformational reforms in the education sector. In that direction, this program will not only instil a sense
of patriotism and national pride but will also enhance the musical skills of the students and inculcate
discipline among them. This initiative aims to rejuvenate the spirit of patriotism and unity amongst school
students throughout the country and help in the furtherance of holistic education.

List of Participating Teams at the Grand Finale

SI. No. State/UT No. of Name and Address of the School Category
Schools

Band  Boys/Girls
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Monte CBSE School Kurnool, Pandipadu
Village, Kallur Mandal-Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh

St. Xavier’s English Medium School,
Pathalgaon, Chhattisgarh

Pinegrove School, Kuthar Road, Subathu,
Distt. Solan, Himachal Pradesh

PM Shri KGBV Patamda, Purbi
Singhbhum, Jharkhand

PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya No.2
Belagavi Cantt, Karnataka

St Joseph's Anglo Indian Girl's Higher
Secondary School, Kozhikode, Kerala

St. Joseph’s Convent Sr. Sec. School,
Edgabh hills, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Bhonsala Military School Girls, Nasik,
Maharashtra

RBP Military School Sports Academy
Sangli, Maharashtra

Prince Lotus Valley Sikar, Rajasthan

Government Sr. Sec. School West Point,
Gangtok, East Sikkim, Sikkim

North Sikkim Academy, Nangan (private
CBSE affiliated), North Sikkim, Sikkim

St. Xaviers Higher Secondary School,
Pathaliyaghat, Sepahijala, Tripura

Gayatri Vidyapeeth,
Haridwar, Uttarakhand
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13. Uttar Pradesh 2

Total 13 16
States / UTs

MV/AK
MOE/DoSEL/23 January 2025/2
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Shri Thakurdwara Balika Vidyalaya, Pipe
Hapur Mod Tiraha, G.T Road,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh

City Montessori School, Kanpur Road Pipe
Campus, Sec - D LDA Colony Kanpur
Road, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh
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Nagaland Board of School Education organises workshop on Holistic Progress Card

Published on Jan 24, 2025
By EMN

0000

Asano Sekhose along with resource persons and participants during the workshop on ‘Holistic Progress Card for secondary
stage under equivalence of boards’ at Mt. Tabor Retreat House in Kohima.

DIMAPUR — Nagaland Board of School Education (NBSE) and Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for
Holistic Development (PARAKH), NCERT, New Delhi, conducted a three-day workshop on ‘Holistic Progress Card for secondary
stage under equivalence of boards’ from January 22 to the 24th at Mt. Tabor Retreat House in Kohima.

AN update from NBSE stated that 108 participants from various institutions including the Directorate of School Education
Nagaland, SCERT, DIETs and Samagra Shiksha attended the workshop.

In her welcome address, the NBSE chairperson, Asano Sekhose, apprised that NEP 2020 has emphasised a shift in assessment
from merely testing knowledge to nurturing overall development of the student capabilities and skills. She encouraged the
participants to understand the HPC for successful implementation in the schools.

Delivering the keynote address, Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, CEO and head of PARAKH, NCERT, expressed optimism about the
commitment of state boards in advancing assessment reforms. She acknowledged the collaborative efforts to implement Holistic
Progress Cards at the secondary stage that promote equivalence among state boards.

It stated that the workshop focused on Holistic Progress Cards (HPC) at the secondary stage under equivalence of boards.

The programme included understanding of PARAKH, Holistic Progress Cards in the light of NEP 2020, NCF-SE 2023,
Understanding key definitions of HPC, HPC at foundation stage, Creation of rubrics for assessment, HPC at preparatory stage,
HPC at middle stage and HPC at secondary stage.

The training was conducted by expert resource persons from PARAKH, NCERT, New Delhi.

It mentioned that the overarching goal of the workshop was to empower participants with the skills needed to implement the
HPC framework at the secondary level.

It stated that participants explored the intricacies of mapping the HPC to curricular goals and competencies as outlined in the
National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE).

The workshop also introduced rubric-based assessment system, featuring three abilities namely awareness, sensitivity and
creativity and three performance level descriptors—basic, proficient, and advanced.
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It added that the innovative approach aims to provide a more nuanced and holistic assessment of student progress, moving
beyond rote learning to competency based assessment through group project works, individual research work and classroom
interaction at secondary stage.

On January 21, NBSE, in collaboration with PARAKH, NCERT, organised a one-day meeting with all the head of institutions on
“Establishing equivalence across education board towards empirically grounded guidelines for implementation of NEP 2020,
where the recommendations of PARAKH was shared with the school heads.

It further stated that the Board on Friday launched the NBSE Connect app to streamline school operations with secure
registration, real time management of conduct of HSLC and HSSLC examination centres, event management and easy report
generation for the head of institutions and teachers.

Nagaland Board of School Education Asano Sekhose
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India's Education Landscape Needs an Overhaul —
'No Detention' Is Only a Scapegoat
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The more relevant question to be probed is on how accountability can be fixed for
ensuring every child is learning.
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the learning outcomes of children are way below what is expected

based on their age and grade.

This is true for basic literacy and arithmetic as well as critical thinking
and articulating abilities. Interventions towards improving quality of
education are then often limited to a focus on ‘learning outcomes’. This
reflects a severe limitation in understanding what role education,
especially school education, can play in the lives of children as well as

for society.

School education performs multiple roles, including of course teaching
children to read and write and preparing them for further education

and/or employment.

This became all the more evident during COVID-19 and the long school
closures in India. Schools keep children way from the hardships of
child labour.

For girls, schools are what helps them postpone the pressure to get
married and through schools they gain mobility and freedom. Thanks to
the mid-day meal scheme, school is where many children also get their

first proper meal of the day. In some states now they even get some
breakfast. It is very common to see that older child in government

schools (the mid-day meal scheme only covers children up to class 8)

.
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School is where children interact with those belonging to other castes
and communities, get a chance to play, think of themselves and dream
of a better future. Schools offer new values and a web of interaction
outside their villages, dreams and aspirations for a better future. Along
with this, of course, schools provide them the knowledge and skills as
well as discipline and the joy of learning. While schools in India are
lacking in many ways, they have the potential to be all of this for every

child in the country.

Government schools in India are largely accessed by children
belonging to poor and marginalised communities. With the elite and
even the middle classes abandoning the government school, inter-
generational inequality is perpetuated right from the beginning. Yet,
education is one of the only ways through children are able to break the
shackles of caste, gender and poverty. While there is a growing alarm
that children are not learning, there is not enough attention being paid
to the equity aspects of education. At no time is the ‘learning crisis’
being attributed to lack of teachers, classrooms or other infrastructure.
There is also a total disregard for children’s vulnerabilities given their
location in the existing social and economic hierarchies. The current
system is one where the child feels completely disempowered and is

blamed for ‘failure’.

Also read: What Kind of Future Are We Building for Our Children?
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Basically, the Act stated that, “no child admitted to a school can be held
back in any class or expelled until the completion of elementary
education (Classes 1 to 8)”, (Section 16) which basically meant that a
child would be automatically promoted to the next grade and could not
be detained for any reason. The RTE Act was amended in 2019 to
withdraw the no-detention policy. The 2019 amendment allowed state
governments to detain students in the fifth and/or the eighth grades of
they failed in the year-end examination as well as the re-test after two
months. Since then, 18 states and UTs have adopted this new policy.
Further, in December 2024 the Union government scrapped the no-

detention policy in schools governed by it, including Kendriya

Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, affecting around 3,000

central schools.

The no-detention policy has basically been blamed for the poor learning
outcomes, arguing that in the absence of the need for exams children
were not assessed and were being promoted even when they were not
ready for the next grade. While the no-detention might have led to no-
testing in many schools in the country that was not its purpose to begin
with. It in no way meant that children must not be assessed for how
they were learning. Assessments, including tests and exams, are an
important way in which teachers also get feedback of how each child is

responding to what they are being taught.

The idea behind such a policy was to ensure that children do not feel
undue pressure and also so that children do not drop out of school mid-
way. Detention leads to insult, humiliation and results pushing a child
out of school completely. It rarely increases her capacity to learn and
gain knowledge.

Rather than finding this easy scapegoat in the form of the no-detention
policy the more relevant question to be probed is on how accountability
can be fixed for ensuring every child is learning. Some children will
always learn with the least help, for various reasons, — but the system
should surely be designed to address the weakest. After all, it is the

I BN D DU, [ £ N S R _— b EE R o S D S R ER R |

https://m.thewire.in/article/education/accountability-for-learning-education-(;l.lg%es/amp 4/8


https://m.thewire.in/article/education/right-to-education-act-no-detention-policy?utm=relatednews
https://m.thewire.in/article/education/right-to-education-act-no-detention-policy?utm=relatednews
https://m.thewire.in/article/environment/missing-the-sea-for-the-turtles?utm=ampnext
https://m.thewire.in/amp
https://m.thewire.in/category/0/trendingnews
https://m.thewire.in/amp
https://m.thewire.in/tagsearch?keyword=elections-2024
https://m.thewire.in/category/24919543/politics
https://m.thewire.in/category/25108385/economy
https://m.thewire.in/category/24879971/world
https://m.thewire.in/category/25108393/security
https://m.thewire.in/category/70001448/law
https://m.thewire.in/category/24879905/science
https://m.thewire.in/category/70001449/society
https://m.thewire.in/category/24879948/culture
https://www.youtube.com/@TheWireNews

1/27/25, 3:08 PM India's Education Landscape Needs an Overhaul — 'No Detention' Is Only a Scapegoat

WIRE O e

HOME  #ELECTIONS 2024 POLITICS ECONOMY WORLD SECURITY LAW SCIENCE SOCIETY

»
are enough teachers, labs, libraries and other facilities, and a teaching-

learning environment that is sensitive to the context of children’s lives.
The challenge is to put in place systems where every child feels
respected and cared for and to build a public education system that
expands children’s freedoms.

Dipa Sinha is a development economist.
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Study finds link between smartphone
use and mental h_ea]th of adolés_cents-=- |

Ramya Kannan
CHENNAI

A survey of over 10,000
adolescents (13-17 years) in
the United States and India

has revealed that mental
well-being is closely linked *

with earlier age of initia-

* tion of mobile phones, and

could decline significantly
with each younger year of
age

The report, titled “The
Youth Mind: Rising Aggres-

-sion and Anger”, by Sapien-

Labs documented the res-

- ponses of 10,475 Internet-

enabled adolescents across
India and the U.S. in 2024.
Although numerous fac-
tors have traditionally
been identified as drivers
of poor mental health, one
key change in the younger
generations is the arrival of
smartphones, which were
introduced in 2008, coin-
ciding with the onset of ris-
ing mental health pro-
blems.

The report highlighted
key trends, with a particu-

FE S

Global concern:

Expert s the of deterioration of mental

well-being is slower in India, when compared to U.S. GETTY IMAGES

lar focus on rising feelings
of aggression, anger, irrita-
bility, and hallucinations in
this age group. The decline

" in mind health is charac-

terised not only by sadness
and anxiety but also by
new symptoms, including
unwanted thoughts and a
sense of being detached
from reality. Highlighting
the differences between
the American and Indian

_cohorts, Tara Thiagarajan,

neuroscientist with Sapien
Labs, said the pace of dete-
rioration of mental well-be-

ing is slower in India.

“While the overall decline

in mental well-being in
younger ages is strongly
present for males and fe-
males in the U.S., it is only
present for females in In-
dia and not in males
(where only select aspects
deteriorated, while others
improved). Even for fe-
males, it (the overall de-
cline in mental well-being)

is not as steep in India,” Dr.

Thiagarajan said.
“On the other hand,
both adolescent males and
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~ worse mental well-being

females i India" Have.

on the whole, than their
counterparts in the US.
While aggression, anger
and hallucinations are con-
sistently related to the age
of smartphone initiation
for both U.S. and Indian fe-
males, for girls in India,
getting their phones very
young is more likely to re-
sult in increased sleep and
health problems as adults,”
she said. ;

Merits of ed-tech

In an attempt to address
this, there is a growing de-
bate on the merits of edu-
cational technology (ed-
tech) in the elementary
and middle school years.
“One of the possible solu-
tions is also to provide res-
tricted access to phones
for teenagers using apps,
which lock in parental con- |
trols regarding apps teens
can access, while allowing |
them to access a school |
portal or messaging,” Dr.

Thiagarajan said. /
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Defence Secretary flags off school band competition

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

Ahead of the 76th
Republic Day celebra-
tions, Defence Secretary
Rajesh Kimar Singh on
Friday said the National
School Band Competition is
being held here to evoke a
feeling of oneness and foster
a sense of pride and patrio-
tism among children towards
the country. ;
Singh was addressing a gath-
ering at the front lawns of the
Major Dhyan Chand
National Stadium where the
top 16 school bands selected
from across the country are
battling it out in the grand
finale.
The National School Band
Competition 2024-25 is
being jointly organised by the
Ministry of Defence and
Ministry of Education.
The defence secretary
addressed students partici-
pating as members of con-
testing teams and others at
the venue.
In the grand finale, 16 teams
Epanning 466 school stu-
ents are taking part, who
have been selected after a
“rigorous scrutiny”, he said.

Referring to the participation
of military bands in the
annual ceremonial parade,
Singh said the armed forces
have a very vibrant tradition
of military music.

This tradition boosts morale,
gives dignity to ceremonies
and gives talented people
opportunities to display their
talent, he said.

The defence secretary said in
the last couple of years, the
government has made efforts
to "involve and encourage

"talented school children” to
become co-participants in
Republic Day celebrations.
"T'I{)e wonderful, visual spec-
tacle of marching school
bands...Rouses patriotic pas-
sion and courage among chil-
dren and adults alike, thus
evoking a feeling of oneness,
belonging and national
pride," he said.

"The aim behind conductin
the National School Bang
Competition is to evoke a
feeling of oneness, of esprit

de corps, and a deep sense of
pride among children
towards their schools and
the country, thus rejuvenat-
ing and rekindling the spir-
it of contributional values,
patriotism and unity, and
motivate them to walk the
path of becoming patriotic
and useful citizens of the
country,” he said.

The students who are part of
the finalist teams have been
invited to witness the
Republic Day ceremony on
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January 26, as special guests,
the defence ministry earlier
said. ;

The first performance by a
pipe band of girl students
from PM SHRI KGBYV
Patamda, East Singhbhum,
Jharkhand was an instant
winner, as they delighted the
audience with their swinging
moves and lilting tunes.

A pipe band of boys followed
PM  SHRI  Kendriya
Vidyalaya No. 2 Belagavi,
Karnataka. A brass band of

girls from a government |

school in Gangtok, Sikkim
and a pipe band of boys

from a private school in
North Si]&im are also among
the finalists and their per-
formances left the crowd
spellbound.

'Sare Jehan Se Achha', 'Ae
Watan Tere Liye' tunes were
also played by several bands.
A brass band of girls from St.
Joseph Anglo-Indian Girl's
Higher Secondary School,
Kozhikode, Kerala belted out
patriotic tunes and also
played 'Raghupati Raghav
Raja Ram' and 'Vande
Mataram',

The competition is being
held over two days, ending

on January 25,

e
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Free Education in India: Explore 5
government schemes that provide free
education to all

By HT Education Desk | Edited by Papri Chanda

Jan 25,2025 03:20 PM I5T m 0 e @

Check these five government schemes that provide free

education to all children.

Free Education in India: Explore 5 government schemes that offer free education

APJ Abdul Kalam once said "Education is the most powerful

weapon which you can use to change the world."
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To achieve this motto and give every child the weapon to
change the world, the Government of India, over the years,
has developed and launched various schemes that provide

free education to all, irrespective of caste, creed, or gender.

Now discover stories that match your interests—customized
especially for you! Read here

Want to be an intern at ISRO? Check eligibility, duration,
stipend, where to apply & other details

The list here briefly explains the five government schemes

that provide free education to all.

Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan: Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) is a
comprehensive and integrated flagship programme of the
Government of India to attain Universal Elementary
Education (UEE), covering the entire country in a mission
mode. Launched in 2001-2002 in partnership with the State
Governments and Local Self-Governments, this programme
aims to provide useful and relevant elementary education to

all children in the 6 to 14 age group.
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Samagra Shiksha: The Samagra Shiksha scheme is an
integrated scheme for school education covering the entire
gamut from pre-school to class XIl. The scheme aims to
ensure that all children have access to quality education with
an equitable and inclusive classroom environment that takes
care of their diverse backgrounds, multilingual needs, and
different academic abilities and makes them active

participants in the learning process.

CBSE Udaan Program: Launched by CBSE under the
guidance of MHRD, this scheme provides free-of-cost
support to female students of classes 10 and 12 to prepare
for the engineering entrance examination. Under this
program, students are provided free offline/online resources
through virtual weekend contact classes and study material
on pre-loaded tablets while studying in Class Xl and Class XI|
for preparation for admission tests to various premier

engineering colleges in the country.
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Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan: This scheme aims
to increase the enrolment rate by providing a secondary
school within reasonable distance of every home. It also aims
to improve the quality of secondary education by making all
secondary schools conform to prescribed norms, removing
gender, socio-economic and disability barriers, and providing
universal access to secondary-level education. This scheme
aims to improve the quality of education imparted at the
secondary levels by making all secondary schools conform to

prescribed norms.

Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas Scheme: The Kasturba
Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya (KGBV) scheme was launched by
the Government of India in July 2004, for setting up
residential schools at upper primary level for girls belonging
predominantly to the Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe
(ST), Other Backward Classes (OBC), and Minority
Communities. This scheme provides necessary infrastructure
and quality education to girls from disadvantaged groups of
girls in the age group of 10-18 years aspiring to study in
Classes VI to XlI; belonging to SC, ST, OBC, Minority
communities and BPL families to ensure smooth transition of
girls from elementary to secondary and upto class Xl|

wherever possible.
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Apart from these schemes by the Central government, there
are other schemes provided by the state government for free
education to children. One among them is the Free Education
Scheme in Tamil Nadu, which was launched in 2012 by the
Backward Classes, Most Backward Classes and Minorities
Welfare Department, Tamil Nadu, provides support to
Backward Classes (BC), Most Backward Classes (MBC), and
De-notified Communities (DNC) students in pursuing higher
education without the burden of fees. It covers all special
fees, non-refundable compulsory fees, and examination fees
for students enrolled in 3-year undergraduate programs
(B.A., B.Sc., B.Com.) in Government and Government Aided

Arts and Science Colleges.
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1/27/25, 3:10 PM J&K bans education department from ordering students to attend political rallies
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J&K bans education department from ordering
students to attend political rallies

The ban comes after the government faced criticism from various quarters over an
education department circular directing Poonch authorities to participate in a
Tiranga rally of the RSS-affiliated ABVP

The circular was posted on X by Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister Sakina Itoo. Photo | PTI

PTI
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The ban, issued through a circular by the School Education Department,
comes after the government faced criticism from various quarters over an
education department circular directing Poonch authorities to participate
in a Tiranga rally of the RSS-affiliated ABVP.

The circular was issued by Poonch Chief Education Officer, who directed
heads of several schools to send 40-50 students and two teachers to the
rally.

The circular attracted criticism from the PDP which alleged the government
was using education as a "'propaganda tool"".

"It is enjoined upon all the Officers including Chief Education Officers,
Zonal Education Officers and Head of Institutions of all the schools under
School Education Department to not to grant any permission or give
direction to students or staff (including all categories of teachers) to
participate in any political programme, rally etc. organized by any political
party/organization,' the latest circular read.

The circular was posted on Xby Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister
Sakina Itoo. It instructed all chief education officers to "strictly monitor"
that no directions from any district authority is in contravention to the
circular.

"In case of any such deviation, the Chief Education officer concerned shall
immediately bring the same into the notice of respective Director School
Education for further instructions," it said.

On Friday, PDP leader Waheed Para criticised Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
saying, earlier he used to condemn such orders before the elections, but
"this blatant transformation' stands as his only "so-called achievement"
in the last 100 days.

"J&K government's order with education department's endorsement of an
ABVP rally, forcing students to participate, was condemned by Omar
Abdullah before elections. Yet now, this ble ’

government stands as its only so-called 'ac

days," he had said on X.
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"J&Ks Education Department under the NC government has made it
mandatory for both private & public school children across Poonch to
attend a rally organised by ABVP the RSS affiliated student wing that
normalises anti-Muslim bigotry. Using education as a propaganda tool by
forcing students to attend ideological events is unacceptable,' she said in a
post on X.

The PDP president's daughter on Saturday again took to X to criticise the
government after Doda youth services and sports officer ordered the
deputation of four officers for a kabbadi/wrestling championship organised
by the ABVP.

"NC government chooses not to rationalise the erroneous reservation
policy or ensure transparent recruitment. Instead, they are facilitating
ABVPs events across schools in J&K. The anti Muslim bigoted student
organisation is now being allowed to hold a Kabaddi tournament in Indoor
Sports Stadium Doda," Mufti said in a post.

The deputation order was withdrawn after the criticism.
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CBSE Issues Key Notice on APAAR ID - Important Updates and Details You Should Know
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The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued a notice for students in schools affiliated with the board. The notice is

about the implementation of the APAAR ID as the primary identifier for students in these schools. It is available on the official CBSE
website, cbse.gov.in. Students can check it by visiting the website.
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1/27/25, 3:09 PM CBSE Issues Key Notice on APAAR ID - Important Updates and Details You Should Know - Times Bull

{" Also Read . .
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The notice states, “In line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Digital India,’ the
Ministry of Education (MoE) is implementing the Automated Permanent Academic Account Registration (APAAR) ID system for students.
This initiative aims to create a seamless, lifelong digital identity for each student, promoting transparency, accountability, and efficiency in
academic record management.”

Direct Link

The APAAR ID implementation process in schools will involve six steps:

& foit 10 FIRA

T Siter &t 31k

.~ Also Read
i How to cultivate asafoetida and how to become rich by farming

Step 1: Conduct Parent-Teacher Meetings (PTMs)
Schools will organize PTMs to introduce the APAAR ID system, explaining its importance and benefits to parents and students.

Step 2: Distribution and Collection of Consent Forms

Schools will distribute physical consent forms to parents, who must sign and authorize the use of Aadhaar details for generating the
APAAR ID.

Step 3: Student Data Verification

School officials will verify details like the student’'s name, date of birth, and Aadhaar number on the UDISE+ portal.

Step 4: APAAR ID Generation

.~ Also Read
i Which diseases are not treated with Ayushman card? Let's find out

Schools will generate the APAAR IDs via the UDISE+ portal, which will be securely linked to the students’ DigiLocker accounts. A
confirmation SMS will be sent to the parents once the process is complete.

Step 5: Distribution and Integration
Schools will provide the APAAR IDs to students and parents.
Step 6: Correction of Errors

In case of discrepancies, schools will guide parents to the Common Service Center (CSC) for corrections.
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A lifelong academic passport, consolidating all
achievements and credentials of a student in one place.

To know more, click the linkEd apaar.education.gov.in
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How to Check the Notice

e Visit the official CBSE website.

e Click on the relevant link on the homepage.

e The notice will open in a new window.

e Review the notice.

e Optionally, download it and print a copy for reference.

What is APAAR ID?

APAAR D stands for Automatic Permanent Academic Account Registry. It is a digital system designed to store the complete academic
details of students. This ID will securely record a student’s academic credits and provide a comprehensive history of their academic
journey.

As per an official notification released by NTA, candidates were earlier asked to update their Aadhaar credentials and link them with their
APAAR ID.

Related Posts:

Cultivate brinjal in winter and double your income, know the whole process in one click
Indian Government Offers Special Savings Scheme for Women with High Interest, Invest by March 31st—Details Inside

Want to Become a Crorepati Fast? Learn This 15+5+5 Formula for 100% Guaranteed Success
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Omar govt bans Education Department from
ordering students to attend rallies

The Jammu and Kashmir Government on Saturday banned the Education Department from
passing any directions to students or staff for participation in political programmes or

rallies. The ban, issued through a circular by the School Education Department, comes
dfter the...

PTI
Srinagar, Updated At: 08:43 AM lan 26, 2025157
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Jammu & Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abduliah: FILE

The Jammu and Kashmir Government on Saturday banned the Education Department from
passing any directions to students or staff for participation in political programmes or
rallies.

The ban, issued through a circular by the School Education Department, comes after the
government faced criticism from various quarters over a department circular directing
Poonch authorities to participate in a Tiranga rally of the RSS-affiliated ABVP.

The circular was issued by Poonch Chief Education Officer, who directed heads of several
schools to send 40-50 students and two teachers to the rally. The circular attracted
criticism from the PDP which alleged the government was using education as a
“propaganda tool".
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Telangana Inter Chemistry syllabus to be slashed by 30%

The TG BIE, which undertook syllabus revision, has decided to align curriculum in
line with NCERT curriculum thereby reducing academic burden on students
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intermediate Chemistry syllabus by 30 per cent.

The initiative is aimed at aligning the State’s intermediate curriculum with the
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) syllabus, which
is followed by the CBSE schools across the country.

- Advertisement -
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ALSO READ

Telangana Inter students to soon explore Al in English language
Presently, students are grappling with an extensive syllabus in Chemistry with
several educators expressing their concerns that the syllabus is beyond what is
necessary for students’ academic development and preparation for competitive
entrance exams such as the JEE and NEET.

In fact, the BIE syllabus is more than the NCERT syllabus, which is taken into
consideration for framing questions in competitive entrance tests, including

NEET and JEE.

The board has already shortlisted topics that no longer needed to be taught as part
of the intermediate syllabus. The subject experts committee will shortly meet tc
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Apart from Chemistry, the board is also contemplating to revise the Zoology
syllabus for the forthcoming academic year. As the coronavirus threw life out of
gear, the board intends to add a chapter on Covid-19 pandemic to create awareness
among the student community on what precautions needed to be taken if such
viruses spread.

However, other subjects, including Mathematics, Physics and Botany might not
see major changes.

While the board planned to introduce Al topics in physics, replacing some topics
from the electronics chapter, it is now mulling to introduce it as part of English
language learning as it will be common for all students irrespective of stream.

“We are aligning the syllabus in line with the NCERT, which recently revised the
syllabus. This will aid students preparing for the competitive exams like the JEE
and NEET. The experts committee will shortly take a call on changes to the
syllabus,” said a senior official.

- Advertisement -
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School Education in Crisis, Latest Government Report
Reveals

Savera

RECENTLY, the Ministry of Education released reports of school education in
2022-23 and 2023-24 covering a wide range of indicators. These rather delayed
reports form a series of similar reports going back to 2005. Earlier the National
Institute for Educational Planning & Administration (NIEPA) used to compile
these reports but since 2018-19, this task was taken over by the ministry directly.
The recent reports are available at the portal of the Unified District Information
System of Education (UDISE+) and school-wise details are available at the Know
Your School (KYS) portal. They are based on data submitted by the schools.

The recent reports paint a grim picture of the condition of India’s school system
which is the biggest in the world with nearly 23.5 crore (235 million) children
enrolled in 2023-24. It appears that total enrolment of students in over 14.72
lakh schools covered in the survey has gone down by a shocking 2 crore between
2020-21 and 2023-24 academic years. In 2020-21, over 25.38 crore children were
enrolled in classes 1 to 12 in schools across the country. In 2023-24 the
enrolment has fallen to 23.5 crore.

Although the two annual reports (released together on December 30, 2024) do
not contain any explanation for this fall in enrolment, the given wisdom is that
there were many bogus students enrolled in schools, or records were outdated,
etc. It is sought to be implied that this was perhaps done to get more funds on
various heads like mid-day meals or scholarships, etc. It has been suggested that
the establishment of a new digital database system called SDMS (Student
Database Management System) by the central government has weeded out
bogus students leading to more authentic records and a real picture to emerge.

However, this explanation wears a little thin. The biggest decline takes place in
2022-23 when enrolment falls by 1.41 crore students but then why does it further
decline in the next year by 67 lakh? These so called data corrections have been
going on for years and it appears to have become a convenient thing for
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governments to trot them out as excuses for dropping enrolment. It may be
recalled that the all-time high of 26.1 crore enrolfif¥#t2¥<>reported in 2015-16
but it fell drastically next year “because of student data collection in sync with
UDISE during 2016-17 data collection”, according to leading educationist Prof.
Arun C Mehta who founded the school education statistics systems in the
modern era at NIEPA.

Other experts have pointed out other more plausible reasons for the decline.
These were pandemic years and there was widespread disruption of family life,
economic distress and upheavals which could have led to students being
withdrawn from schools by families. This would explain the steep drop in 2022-
23 compared to 2021-22. But why was there no drop in the previous year (2020-
21) which saw the harsh lockdowns? It has also been suggested that the non-
payment of pre-matric scholarships to SC/ST students for some time due to
supposed authentication issues has also contributed to the fall in enrolment.

More generally, the increasing economic distress, rising costs of education,
especially in private schools, the under-funding of government schools and
consequent decline in quality of education and even closure of schools, all
appear to have squeezed out a large number of students in the past few years.
This has affected poorer sections more. That the government’s reports are
recording this but not providing any explanation is worrisome - do they have no
clue, or is it that they do not care? More importantly, if this fall in enrolment is
not on the radar of policy makers then how will it ever be corrected?

There is also the equally worrisome question of what has happened to the over 2
crore children who were in schools but are no longer in it now. What are they
doing now? Are they labouring in fields and streets? Isn’t this a violation of the
Right to Education Act that lays down that all children up to 14 years of age must
be in schools? There is complete silence on the part of the government and its
apologists on this count too.

ENROLMENT RATIOS FALL,
DROPOUTS INCREASE

It might be argued that the above discussed drop in enrolment is happening
because the total number of schools being covered in government surveys has
declined and additionally, the population of children in the various age groups
has also fallen. But this does not appear to be substantiated by the enrolment
ratios, both, gross and net. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is the ratio of total
enrolled children at any particular level to the total number of children in the
age group that should be studying at that level. For elementary stage, the GER
has declined from 99.1 per cent in 2020-21 to 91.7 per cent in 2023-24. For
secondary stage, GER has declined from 79.8 per cent to 77.4 per cent in the
same period. For higher secondary there is no decline but an increase, from 53.8
per cent to 56.2 per cent.
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Net enrolment Ratio (NER) is the ratio of children of a particular age group
enrolled in the corresponding stage of education t8"{#%%3%% number of children
in that age group. The difference between GER and NER is that in the former all
enrolled children at a particular stage are counted, including any who are older
than the age group specified while in NER only enrolled children of the specific
age group are counted. The reports indicate that NER has fallen at all three
stages between 2020-21 and 2023-24. At elementary stage, NER dropped from
92.1 per cent to 83.3 per cent; at secondary stage it fell from 52.5 per cent to
48.3 per cent; and at the higher (or senior) secondary stage it fell from 34.7 per
cent to 33.8 per cent.

What does this mean? It means that the share of children of each age group that
are enrolled in schools at that level has fallen at all three stages. Another
dimension is revealed by these NER figures: while enrolment of over 83 per cent
is more or less good at the elementary stage, it starts dropping steeply to reach
about 48 per cent by secondary stage and then drops further to just short of 34
per cent at the higher secondary stage.

This is confirmed by the rise in dropout rates, which are a measure of the share
of students who discontinue school enrolment. Generally, dropout rates have
been very low in the primary sections (class 1-5) and somewhat low in upper
primary sections (class 6-8). But these rates spiked up in 2022-23, reaching 7.8
per cent for primary sections from just 0.8 per cent in the previous year.
Similarly, for upper primary sections, the dropout rate spiked to 8.1 per cent in
2022-23 from 1.9 per cent in the previous year. Subsequently, the dropout rate in
primary sections dropped back to 1.9 per cent in 2023-24, which was higher than
the earlier trend but still conforming to it broadly. However, in the upper primary
sections, dropout rates continued to remain high in 2023-24, at 5.2 per cent. In
the secondary stage (class 9-10), dropout rates were always high at 16.1 per cent
in 2019-20, and 14.6 per cent in 2020-21. It jumped up to 16.4 per cent in 2022-
23 and then settled back at 14.1 per cent next year.

These percentages may look small but if converted to actual numbers their
gigantic scale is revealed. Between 2021-22 and 2022-23, adding up all the
dropouts at various stages (calculated from rates and total enrolment numbers),
it appears that about 2.14 crore children dropped out for all classes from 1 to 12.
Similarly, between 2022-23 and 2023-24, another 1.08 crore students dropped
out. Although dropout rates have reduced between these two time periods, the
sheer number of students dropping out is unconscionably high.

State level data shows that some states have very high dropout rates. Thus, at
the secondary level in 2022-23, Bihar had nearly 26 per cent dropout rate, Assam
had 25 per cent, Haryana 13.8 per cent, Rajasthan 11 per cent, UP nearly 9 per
cent, and Jharkhand over 15 per cent.
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CRIMINAL UNDERFUNDING

January 26, 2025
IS ROOT CAUSE

Besides falling enrolment - and its most severe impact on disadvantaged
sections — the school education sector suffers from a host of other problems
which needs separate discussion. These include the shortage of teachers, the
lack of adequate qualifications/training of teachers, deficient infrastructure,
outdated teaching aids, lack of laboratories, computers, internet connections,
even electricity, and so on. The root cause of this tragic state of affairs is the
severe underfunding of education by the central government which funds and
manages many crucial aspects of school education through its schemes. A look
at the past few years shows that budget allocations have been 2-3 per cent of
the total union budget, and just 0.34 to 0.44 per cent of the Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) for each year. This combined with the devaluation and erosion of
education and the pushing of high-cost private education for the elite, has
severely damaged the country’s education system. The recent reports are
another piece of evidence that confirms this fact.
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India's school infrastructure is at a critical crossroads, demanding urgent attention not
just to address existing gaps but to reimagine how our schools can prepare students
for the challenges of the future. The recently released Unified District Information
System for Education Plus (UDISE+) 2023-24 report by the Ministry of Education
highlights glaring deficiencies in basic amenities like drinking water, functional toilets,
and electricity. However, beyond these immediate concerns lies an even more pressing
question: are our schools equipped to nurture future-ready students with the skills and
competencies needed to thrive in an increasingly dynamic world?

With technological advancement, Indian schools are struggling to meet even the most
fundamental requirements of a future-ready education system. Many lack functional
computer labs, well-equipped science labs and integrated learning devices. This not
only highlights the pressing need for investments in foundational amenities but also in
advanced educational infrastructure that aligns with the demands of a rapidly evolving
world.

Digital Infrastructure In Schools

According to the UDISE+ report, only 57% of the 14.71 lakh schools in the country
have computer facilities. Of these, merely 50.9% have functional computer systems

that can be used for pedagogical purposes. Even maore concerning is that just 8.1% of
schools are equipped with functional integrated teaching-learning devices, and only

24.4% have operational smart classrooms. These figures highlight the digital divide
that must be urgently addressed to prevent a generation of students from being left
behind.

Post-COVID-19, the reliance on digital tools in education has increased exponentially.
However, the progress in upgrading digital infrastructure has been woefully
inadequate. Bridging the digital divide through affordable devices, reliable internet
connectivity, and teacher training is no longer a luxury but a necessity. Without these
investments, Indian students will remain ill-prepared for the skills and careers of

tomorrow.
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Skills For The Future

Technology is redefining the way we work, communicate, and learn. Subjects like
coding, artificial intelligence, and data literacy should become integral to the learning
experience. However, future-readiness goes beyond digital literacy. Schools must also
focus on equipping students with critical thinking, analytical skills, communication
abilities, and adaptability. These competencies are essential for navigating the

challenges of a fast-changing global landscape.

Building Climate Resilient Schools

As India faces the challenges of climate change, our students must be prepared to
address this global crisis. Environmental education in schools should go beyond
theoretical knowledge to include practical, hands-on experiences in sustainability.
While the UDISE+ 2023-24 report reveals that only 10.5% of schools have solar panels
and 36.2% have a kitchen garden, these numbers highlight both the need for and
potential of schools to lead the way in fostering environmental responsibility.
Programmes focused on waste management, renewable energy, and conservation can
transform these existing resources into vibrant, living classrooms where students learn

by doing.

Schools with solar panels can be a live lesson about renewable energy. Similarly,
kitchen gardens can serve as a practical gateway to lessons in sustainable agriculture
and nutrition. Encouraging participation in local climate action projects, combined with

these resources, can further instil a sense of responsibility in finding climate solutions.

Additionally, the report shows that only 10.8% of schools have tinkering labs—an
alarming gap given their importance in nurturing a problem-solving mindset.
Integrating environmental challenges into tinkering lab activities could enable students

to design creative, tangible solutions for sustainability.

The Ministry of Education has a pivotal role to play in bridging these gaps and ensuring
schools are prepared for the future. Investments must prioritise both foundational
infrastructure, such as electricity, water, and sanitation, and advanced resources like
computer labs, science labs, and smart classrooms. This is crucial to creating an

equitable learning environment where every child has access to quality education.

Without future-ready schools, India risks widening the gap between those who have
access to quality education and those who do not. The digital divide, if left unchecked,
will exacerbate inequalities, leaving a large number of students unprepared for the

demands of a technology-driven world.
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Moreover, India's demographic dividend—its large youth population—hinges on how
well we prepare our students for the future. Schools are the incubators of this potential.

Their transformation is not just an educaticnal imperative but a societal one.

(The author is a general secretary of the management of the Independent CBSE
Schools Association in Karnataka and a board member of Delhi Public Schools,

Bengaluru, and Mysuru)
Disclaimer: These are the personal opinions of the author
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NBSE, PARAKH organize workshop on HPC

January 26, 2025

Nagaland Board of School Education (NBSE), in collaboration with the Performance Assessment, Review,
and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development (PARAKH), NCERT, New Delhi, conducted a three-day

workshop on the Holistic Progress Card (HPC) for the Secondary Stage under the Equivalence of Boards.

The workshop was held from January 22 to 24 at Mt. Tabor Retreat House, Kohima. The workshop was
chaired by Petevino Meyase, Deputy Controller of Examinations, NBSE, and attended by 108 participants
from various institutions, including the Directorate of School Education, SCERT, DIETs, and Samagra
Shiksha. The program commenced with an invocation, followed by a welcome address by NBSE

chairperson Asano Sekhose.

In her address, Sekhose highlighted the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020's emphasis on shifting

assessments from mere knowledge testing to nurturing overall student development.

She urged participants to thoroughly understand the HPC framework to ensure its effective

implementation in schools. Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, CEO and Head of PARAKH, NCERT, delivered the keynote
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address, expressing optimism about the commitment of State Boards to advancing assessment reforms.
She emphasized the importance of collaborative efforts in implementing HPCs at the secondary stage to

promote equivalence among state boards.

The training was conducted by expert resource persons from PARAKH, NCERT, New Delhi, who equipped

participants with the skills needed to implement the HPC framework.

Participants explored the mapping of HPCs to curricular goals and competencies outlined in the NCF-SE.
The workshop introduced a rubric-based assessment system featuring three abilities—awareness,

sensitivity, and creativity—alongside three performance-level descriptors: basic, proficient, and advanced.
The approach aims to move beyond rote learning by promoting competency-based assessments through

group projects, individual research, and classroom interactions.

A one-day meeting with Heads of Institutions was also held on January 21, where the report “Establishing
Equivalence across Education Boards towards Empirically Grounded Guidelines for Implementation of
NEP 2020" was disseminated. Recommendations from PARAKH were shared with school leaders during

the meeting.
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J&K bans education department from involving students in
political rallies, events

The Jammu and Kashmir government has banned the education department from directing

students or staff to participate in political events or rallies. The move follows backlash over a

controversial directive mandating school participation in an ABVP-organized Tiranga rally.
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J&K bans education department from involving students in political rallies, events

https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/j k-bans-education-de}lﬁ%ent-from-involving-students-in-political-ralIies-events-2670280-20. .

1/5


https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.aajtak.in/
https://www.gnttv.com/
https://www.thelallantop.com/
https://www.businesstoday.in/
https://bangla.aajtak.in/
https://malayalam.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatodayne.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine
https://www.indiatoday.in/livetv
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstcVoHQxSwsNSgh18osmsmwD3JX7-8Lb8YLdbvM986ozMpRuBSiMMjWbCtagQj4EutCb5VDRThk0aTR6lZ3bvMAn_treMjH6_8AY5o7uJKU3HlQo4_GUjb05lbOtFJGhyPSv-Zxs71uzReIpn0OGOG717ecP5npE8SO238gIqeyqgH0sXrmKbpiPronXtl4e1wFyinHKK9kEQA5hsaqdoDcWw_JGOnxL4tH2m-oU_HQ9S2j91c7janM8NJXHxL4ZpYV7aQ4aIhsfT5QK83QJyTKLh_N6mq8e3fD-Y-NPGMbrvClWb1TGnITLIW3GP3Dga8RId307NZeMsqUaKAurXq3v4vPy2KN4__7l5ym1i_JGUHda1IXps9mJXXtZ4HMu-8aS7hdX4tO_qC9fmJnRXrL56XTeFLP_Tq_pgty&sai=AMfl-YS7t-RVE8Ti4bzbx1_nk7n2wj-23zZYdGxjIbAe-zzC5OJnlPJb9Qg2T__Al2mPfvKj9k3gvBpIbdmAaHRHZ9lUhOQzhelkFtDdczBv28IZ9Mwn2v9XWkTyT_3TfyAkw4sxIQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOiJxVcftKRd&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://up.gov.in/
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstcVoHQxSwsNSgh18osmsmwD3JX7-8Lb8YLdbvM986ozMpRuBSiMMjWbCtagQj4EutCb5VDRThk0aTR6lZ3bvMAn_treMjH6_8AY5o7uJKU3HlQo4_GUjb05lbOtFJGhyPSv-Zxs71uzReIpn0OGOG717ecP5npE8SO238gIqeyqgH0sXrmKbpiPronXtl4e1wFyinHKK9kEQA5hsaqdoDcWw_JGOnxL4tH2m-oU_HQ9S2j91c7janM8NJXHxL4ZpYV7aQ4aIhsfT5QK83QJyTKLh_N6mq8e3fD-Y-NPGMbrvClWb1TGnITLIW3GP3Dga8RId307NZeMsqUaKAurXq3v4vPy2KN4__7l5ym1i_JGUHda1IXps9mJXXtZ4HMu-8aS7hdX4tO_qC9fmJnRXrL56XTeFLP_Tq_pgty&sai=AMfl-YS7t-RVE8Ti4bzbx1_nk7n2wj-23zZYdGxjIbAe-zzC5OJnlPJb9Qg2T__Al2mPfvKj9k3gvBpIbdmAaHRHZ9lUhOQzhelkFtDdczBv28IZ9Mwn2v9XWkTyT_3TfyAkw4sxIQ&sig=Cg0ArKJSzOiJxVcftKRd&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://up.gov.in/
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=J%26K%20bans%20education%20department%20from%20involving%20students%20in%20political%20rallies,%20events%20https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/jk-bans-education-department-from-involving-students-in-political-rallies-events-2670280-2025-01-26?utm_source=washare%26utm_medium=socialicons%26utm_campaign=shareurltracking

1/27/25, 3:23 PM J&K bans education department from involving students in political rallies, events - India Today
X

Tm' India Today Education Desk
New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 26, 2025 11:01 IST
In Short

e J&K bans students, staff from political rallies
e Move follows criticism of Poonch order

e Education Minister urges strict policy adherence

The Jammu and Kashmir government has formally prohibited the education department
from directing students or employees to participate in political rallies or events. This is a
move, announced by the School Education Department through a circular, that comes
in response to severe criticism following an earlier order issued by the Poonch Chief
Education Officer.

The not-so-popular circular directed the school heads to send 40-50 students and two
teachers to attend the Tiranga rally organised by the ABVP, a student wing of the RSS.
This was outrightly condemned as the PDP accused the government of misusing the
education machinery for its political propaganda.

ADVERTISEMENT

NEW CIRCULAR CATEGORICALLY STATES

"All officers, including Chief Education Officers, Zonal Education Officers, and heads of
institutions, are instructed not to grant permission or issue directions for students or
staff to participate in any political event or rally organised by any political party or
organisation," as reported by PTI.
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TRENDING TOPICS: Davos 2025 Australian UOpen Sait All Khan Attacked

Education Minister Sakina Itoo last week said that Chief Education Officers must ensure
the strict follow-up of this policy by the district authorities. However, they should
immediately submit such breach details to the District in-charge Director of School
Education.

OPPOSITION CRITICISM

The PDP strongly condemned the earlier order. Waheed Para attacked Chief Minister
Omar Abdullah, highlighting a glaring difference in his stance before and after elections.

"Omar Abdullah, who once condemned such orders, now allows these blatant decisions,
marking them as the only so-called 'achievement' of his government in the last 100
days," Para said on X.

ADVERTISEMENT

lItija Mufti, the daughter of PDP president Mehbooba Mufti, also criticised the
government's decision, terming it unacceptable. She alleged that the administration is
using students for ideological agendas. "Forcing students from both private and public
schools in Poonch to attend an ABVP rally normalises anti-Muslim bigotry,” she said.

This came after an order by the Doda youth services and sports officer deputed four
officials for an ABVP-organised kabaddi and wrestling championship. Iltija Mufti called
this out, saying, "When the government fails to address a problem like the lack of
transparency in recruitment, it is revisiting the reservation policies, it organises ABVP
events in schools."

https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/j k-bans-education-degzﬁﬁent-from-involving-students-in-political-ralIies-events-2670280-20. . 3/5


https://www.indiatoday.in/topic/davos
https://www.indiatoday.in/sports/tennis
https://www.indiatoday.in/topic/saif-ali-khan

1/27/25, 3:23 PM J&K bans education department from involving students in political rallies, events - India Today
This latest ban aims to reaffirm the neutrality of educational institutions in Jammu and
Kashmir, ensuring they remain free from political influences.

(With PTl inputs)
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student enrolment in five states

Tripura schools had a 200% increase in student admissions largely due to quahty lmprovement followed by Rajasthan

Utkarsh.Tripathi
@timesofindia.com

he government's PM

SHRI School initiative

launched in 2022 that
aims to have 14,600 schools
acrossthe countryhasnoticed
anencouragingriseinstudent
enrclment. To give a push to
the initiative, several state
schools including Kendriya
Vidyalaya (KVs) and Navoda-
ya Vidyalayas (NVs) have be-
en converted into PM SHRI
Schools, which uplifted the
quality of education and im-
proved infrastructure.

A survey conducted
across 40 schools in five sta-
tes by the Ministry of Educa-
tion shows Manipur, Tripura,
Rajasthan, Meghalaya and
Madhya Pradesh have seen a
76% increase in enrolment in
PM Schools for Rising India
(PM SHRI). In 2021-22, the en-
rolment in 40 schools in five
states was 14,268 students,
which has jumped to 25,065
studentsin 2023-24.

Rural cities saw an unex-
pected rise in the number of
students taking admission in
the schools. Phungyar Higher
Secondary School in Mani-

pur's Kamjong, Kanchanpur

Government English Medium

sSurge in enrolments

Pre-PMSHRI  Post-PM SHRI

enrolment enrolment
(2020-21) (2023-24)

Source: internal survey.
conducted by MoE

HS School in Tripura saw over
200% increase in enrolment.
Similarly, Mahatma Gandhi
Govt (English Medium) Scho-
ol Jhotwara, Govt Sr SecScho-
ol Jai Singh Pura in Rajasthan
and Kabiguru RSV Hs School
in Tripura witnessed over
100% increase in enrolment,
Rajasthan and Tripura
saw several government
schoolsgettingamakeoveraf-
ter being converted into PM
SHRI Schools, which helped
boost the enrolment of stu-
dents. In as many as 26 of the
40 schools in Rajasthan, enrol-
ment boosted up to 136%. In
Tripura, nine of the 40 schools

had a 214% increase in stu-
dent enrolment. Out of the
12,079 schools selected to be
developed as PM SHRI Scho-
ols, the top states that have
benefited the most are UP,
Andhra Pradesh, Maharash-
tra, Bihar, and Telangana,
which account for 41.31%.
Andhra Pradesh has selected
8565 schools tobe converted as
PM SHRI Schools, whereas UP
has selected 1710 schools. In

PHC

Maharashtra and Bihar, 827
and 804 schools have been se-
lected to be converted to PM
SHRI schools, respectively. In
Telangana, 794 schools have
undergone a massive over-
haul. The Samagra Shiksha
Act introduced in 2021 has
been successful in allowing
access to education to a vast
number of children. The fo-
cus now shifts towards deli-
vering quality education.

Implemented as a central-
ly sponsored scheme, the PM
SHRI Schools were launched
with a total project cost of Rs
27,360 crore, which includes
a central share of Rs18,128
crore for a period of five years
from 2022-23 to 2026-27. So
far, 12,079 schools have been
selected to be developed as
PM SHRI Schools, according
to data provided by the De-
partment of School Education
and Literacy.

Tarlochan Singh, history
teacher at Bhai Kahan Singh
Nabha PM SHRI Govern-
ment Senior Secondary
School (Girls) Nabha, Pan-
jab, says, “A grant of Rs 35
lakh was received by our
school after it was conver-
tedtoaPM School. Ithasim-
proved the school's infrast-
ructure and its maintenan-
ce. The money is being used
to improve the labs, librari-
esandtoiletsintheschools.”

PM SHRI Schools boosted
the enrolment of more girls
with increased transporta-
tion facilities. “School buses
have been plying in remote
cities, due to which parents
arereadytosendtheirgirlsto
the schools. This will further
increase the share of female
students in the classrooms,”
adds Singh. ; '\_

r
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Telangana to revise inter syllabus, chemistry may get 30
pc cut

Board has already identified topics to be removed from the syllabus.

a Zahed Farooqui X | Published: 27th January 2025 1:39 pm IST
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Hyderabad: The Telangana Board of Intermediate Education (TGBIE) is planning to
reduce the intermediate chemistry syllabus by 30% to ease the academic burden
on students. The move aims to align the State syllabus with the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) syllabus followed by CBSE schools

across India.
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Currently, the chemistry syllabus is extensive, and educators have raised concerns
that it exceeds what students need for academic growth and preparation for
competitive exams like JEE and NEET. Since these exams base their questions on
the NCERT syllabus, the TGBIE syllabus appears more demanding.

The board has already identified topics to be removed from the syllabus, and a
committee of subject experts will finalize the changes soon. These revisions will
take effect starting the 2025-26 academic year.

The zoology syllabus is also under review for the upcoming academic year. The
board plans to include a chapter on the COVID-19 pandemic to raise awareness
among students about precautions during virus outbreaks.

Meanwhile, other subjects like mathematics, physics, and botany are unlikely to
see significant changes. Although the board initially considered introducing
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artificial intelligence (Al) topics in the Physics syllabus by replacing parts of the
electronics chapter, it is now exploring the idea of including Al as part of English
language learning, making it common for all students regardless of their stream.

A senior official stated, “We are aligning the syllabus with NCERT, which has
recently undergone revisions. This will help students preparing for competitive
exams like JEE and NEET. The expert committee will soon finalize the syllabus
changes.”
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Schoolnet, Global Learning Council
join forces to launch school-focused
‘Ecolnnovators Ideathon’ and more

initiatives

By HT Education Desk

Jan 27, 2025 06:44 PM IST [] 0 ° @

The partnership aims impact 50,000 students and
teachers in the first year and 10 million students within

five years.
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The Ecolnnovators ldeathon Grand Finale was held at the India Habitat Centre in New
Delhi on January 24, 2025.

The Global Learning Council (GLC) housed at the Villars
Institute (VI) in Switzerland has joined hands with Schoolnet
India to introduced three transformative initiatives for

school students. The aim behind the partnership is to impact
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50,000 students and teachers in the first year and 10 million
students within five years.

The three initiatives include a pan-India ideathon, capacity-
building programs for affordable private schools in
collaboration with the International Baccalaureate (IB), and

the development of a course on climate leadership.

As part of the partnership, the Ecolnnovators Ideathon
Grand Finale was held at the India Habitat Centre in New
Delhi on January 24, 2025 in a bid to encouraged students in
identifying pressing environmental challenges like air and
water pollution or waste management, and propose
innovative solutions using technologies like Al, loT, and

robotics, a press release informed.

Participants from over 800 schools, narrowed to 100 teams
received expert mentorship through masterclasses during
the event. The ideathon culminated with the top 10 teams

presenting their solutions at the Grand Finale.

Team Vanguard, represented by Shreyas Aggasare and
Nakshatra, from Delhi Public School Electronic City,
Bengaluru, Karnataka won the event with an exceptional
project. They also earned an opportunity to present their
work at the Villars Symposium in Switzerland in June 2025.
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Delhi HC questions PIL on making Health and Yoga
Science mandatory in schools, calls it policy matter

ANI | Updated: Jan 27, 2025 20:30 IST

ANI Join our
Jews Whatsapp(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va7q7004dTnMVI9H9rOo
channel
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New Delhi [India], January 27 (ANI): The Delhi High Court on Monday
while hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking to make "Health
and Yoga Science" a mandatory part of the school curriculum, remarked
that the issue at hand falls within the realm of policy, stressing the need
for a distinction between presenting a matter before the judiciary and
submitting it to the executive.

The Court, however, expressed concerns about the issue falling within
the policy domain, urging the petitioners to differentiate between
judicial matters and executive decisions. While considering the request,
the bench also questioned whether a judicial declaration was necessary
to mandate the complementary nature of health (/topic/health) and
education.

The bench, led by Chief Justice Devender Kumar Upadhyay and
comprising Justice Tushar Rao Gedela, adjourned the matter to April 9.

However, the Court directed the Delhi Government to file its response
within four weeks and also issued a fresh notice to the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), seeking its response on
the matter.

The PIL was moved in the year 2022 in Delhi High Court sought
direction to make "Health and YogaScience" a mandatory part of the
curriculum for up to 8th Standard, for the overall development of
children while also enhancing their knowledge, potential and talent,
and development of their physical and mental abilities to the full extent
as in the spirit of Section 29 of the Right To Education (RTE) Act 20009.

Petitioner Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, who is a practising lawyer and a
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader submitted that "the Right to Health
(Article 21) and the Right to Education (Article 21A) are complementary
and supplementary to each other. Therefore, it is the duty of the State
to make "Health and Yoga Science" a mandatory part of the curriculum
up to the 8th Standard in the spirit of S. 29 of the RTE Act read with
Articles 21, 21A, 39, 47." (ANI)

TAGS delhi high court health
(/topic/delhi-high-court/)  (/topic/health/)
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ake action against

dummy schools:
HC to govt, CBSE

@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Terming it a
“fraud” and “fraudulent
practice”, Delhi High Court
Monday ordered a crack-
down on “dummy schools”
operating in the national ca-
pital, asking the education
department and CBSE to act
againstthese.

A bench of Chief Justice
D K Upadhyaya and Justice
TusharRao Gedela said such
schools, which allow stu-
dentstoonlyattend coaching
classes and appear in exams
based on “absolutely false in-
formation”,shouldn't beper-
mitted to operate.

“We direct the education
department and CBSE to con-
duct a survey and, if warran-
ted, conduct surprise inspec-
tions to collect necessary in-
formation and share it with
CBSE, which is also directed
to gather information and
share the same,” the court or-
dered while asking for affida-
vits from both authorities, gi-
ving details of action takenin
case any such information re-
garding the running of dum-
my schools was received.

The bench also took a dim
view of the claim by counsel
for Delhigovt, Udit Malik, that
there was no such “dummy”
school problem in the city.

“You are delightfully slee-
ping... blissfully unaware. Gi-
ve us details of when you gave
a show cause notice, what ac-
tion you have taken, and aga-
inst which school,” the court
told Malik, pointing out that
even coachingcentresindulge
insuch practices.

“It has been noticed that
students do not attend clas-
ses in schools; rather, they
spend time in coaching cent-
res. However, they are allo-
wed to take examinations by
education boards where they
are reguired to put in the re-
quisite minimum attendan-
ce. We, therefore, direct the
state govt and CBSE to con-
duct inspections in this re-
gard,” HC said and highligh-
ted that such schools are be-
ingused toextend the benefit
of Delhi domicile tostudents
from other states.

The CBSE counsel said
action” was taken against
over 300 “dummy” schools
across the country, adding
that several such schools we-
re found to be operating in
the city:

During the hearing, the
counsel for Delhi govt said
the use of such schools by co-
aching centres was also
shown in a weh series based
onstudentsstudying in Kota,
Rajasthan. “Your depart-
ment doesn’t seem to have se-
en it,” the courtshotback.

The PIL by the petitioner
challenged the eligibility cri-
terion applied by DU and Gu-
ru Gobind Singh Indraprast-
ha University for the grant of
MBBS or BDS seatsunder Del-
hi school guota (DSQ). It clai-
med “dummy” schools provi-
ded a “virtual platform” for
students to show that they
migrated to Delhi after pas-
sing the class X exam with the
sole purpose of availing the
benefit of DSQ seats, which
otherwise ought to be alloca-
ted amongst the bona fideresi-
dents of NCT of Delhi.
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Union Budget 2025: Shaping the future of education in India

The Union Budget 2025 is expected to focus on funding, digital integration, infrastructure development, and
teacher training to build an inclusive and future-ready education system

By Arunima Jha
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As India prepares for the Union Budget 2025, the education sector is brimming with expectations for transformative initiatives that
will shape the future of learning in the country. In recent years, substantial investments have been made in digital learning initiatives,
such as the PMe-VIDYA programme, which aims to offer multi-modal access to 250 million students, and the National Digital

Library, which provides a wealth of educational resources.

The National Education Policy 2025 has further emphasised accessibility through Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) and Open
Educational Resources (OERs), while the Digital University Initiative is working to enhance higher education through digital
innovation. With these developments, the upcoming budget presents an opportunity to address critical challenges, including
infrastructure gaps, teacher training, and digital inclusion, while focusing on Artificial Intelligence integration to personalise learning

and bridge educational divides.
Prioritising increased funding for education

A critical expectation from the Union Budget 2025 is a significant increase in the allocation for the education sector. Experts
emphasise that increased investment is essential to bridge the gaps in infrastructure, improve teacher training, and integrate modern

technology into classrooms.

Mr. Nipun Goenka, Managing Director of GD Goenka Group, stressed the need for substantial investments to address long-standing
challenges in education. He said, “One of the most pressing expectations from the Union Budget 2025 is a substantial increase in the

allocation for the education sector, enabling the government to address long-standing challenges.”

Goenka pointed out that reducing or eliminating GST on educational services and digital learning tools would make education more
affordable, particularly for students from underprivileged backgrounds. The government's support for such initiatives could provide a

more equitable educational system, ensuring wider access to quality learning resources.

“The government is also expected to offer tax relief for corporate grants to educational institutions, thereby encouraging
collaborations to improve infrastructure and research initiatives,” added Mr. Goenka. This would foster more collaborations between
the private sector and educational institutions, allowing for improvements in infrastructure and research. With private sector
involvement in education on the rise, government support for such collaborations could significantly improve both the quality and

accessibility of education.
Addressing the infrastructure gap in schools and colleges

Infrastructure development remains one of the most pressing concerns for both educators and students, particularly in rural and
underserved areas where modernising schools and colleges is urgently needed. In the 2024 Union Budget, the allocation for the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) was Rs. 37,500 crore, while the Department of School Education received Rs. 73,008 crore. These
investments have made strides in improving the quality of education by providing students with supportive learning environments

and access to modern tools.

However, experts are hoping for even larger funding in the upcoming budget to further enhance school infrastructure. Tr. Chaitanya
Dev Singh, National President of Round Table India, highlighted the importance of infrastructure development at the grassroots level.
“We anticipate a higher budget allocation towards school infrastructure development, especially at the grassroots level,” he said. Singh
highlighted the importance of upgrading classrooms with smart boards, high-speed internet, and better recreational spaces to make

learning more interactive and engaging for students.

Additionally, the integration of sustainable practices in school infrastructure, such as the use of solar energy, rainwater harvesting,
and eco-friendly materials, is expected to be a priority. These measures would not only make schools more modern but also
environmentally responsible, in line with India’s sustainability goals. “A higher budget allocation towards infrastructure and
technology adoption will also facilitate the accomplishment of the objectives of NEP 2020 and position India as the Vishwa Guru of
the world,” added Mr Singh.

Improving access to education in rural and underserved areas

The Union Budget 2025 is also expected to prioritise expanding access to education, particularly in rural and underserved regions. Dr
Prabhat Pankaj, an economist, educator and Director of the Jaipuria Institute of Management, Jaipur, highlighted the need for both
qualitative and quantitative improvements in education. He pointed out that improving the gross enrolment ratio (GER) and

increasing scholarships for STEM courses—especially for girls—should be a priority for the government.
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“The 2025 budget is expected to focus on digital inclusiveness and Al tools to facilitate practical learning, with a special focus on
enhancing access in rural areas,” said Dr Pankaj. He emphasised that the government should focus on reducing the digital divide by
ensuring that students in rural and remote areas have equal access to online learning platforms and digital tools. Public-private
partnerships (PPP) could be instrumental in achieving this, fostering collaborations between the government, private sector, and

educational institutions to provide affordable devices, internet connectivity, and digital learning tools in underserved areas.

Building on this idea, Mr Singh added, “We can expedite technology integration and digital education, bridging the digital divide and

ensuring that all students, irrespective of their socio-economic background, have equal opportunities to thrive.
Enhancing teacher training for better education quality

Another significant expectation from the Union Budget 2025 is an increased focus on teacher training and professional development.
Teachers are at the core of the educational system, and ensuring that they are equipped with the right skills and tools is essential for

improving educational outcomes.

Dr Prabhat Pankaj highlighted the importance of allocating more funds for teacher training programmes. “Teacher training is highly
desirable and must be expanded to ensure educators can effectively handle diverse learning environments,” he said. Structured
training programmes, including workshops, online courses, and peer mentoring, are essential for preparing teachers to meet the

needs of modern classrooms.

These training programmes should also incorporate new technologies, digital tools, and modern teaching methodologies to ensure

that teachers remain equipped to handle the evolving educational system.

Additionally, there is a growing focus on supporting the emotional and mental well-being of teachers. Mental health support
programmes, resilience training, and emotional intelligence development are seen as critical components of teacher training. These
measures not only enhance teaching quality but also help educators manage workplace stress, enabling them to contribute more

effectively to students’ growth.
Future of education

As India looks to position itself as a global leader in education, the Union Budget 2025 holds immense potential to drive forward the
country’s educational agenda. The focus should be on building a robust, future-ready education system that not only caters to the
needs of today’s students but also equips them with the skills necessary to thrive in an increasingly complex and competitive world. By
prioritising funding for infrastructure, teacher training, digital education, and inclusive programmes, the government can lay the

foundation for an education system that fosters innovation, collaboration, and holistic student development.
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Take action against dummy schools:
Delhi HC to govt, CBSE

The Delhi High Court on Monday directed the state government and the CBSE to take act
against "dummy" schools that allegedly facilitate students to write exams without attendir
classes. A bench of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela called it a

"fraud" and said such schools allowing students to only attend coaching classes and appesz

in exams based on "absolutely false information" couldn't be permitted.

PTI
Updated On Jan 28, 2025 at 06:09 PM IST

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on Monday directed the state
government and the CBSE to take action against "dummy" schools that
allegedly facilitate students to write exams without attending classes. A
bench of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela

called it a "fraud" and said such schools allowing students to only attend
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coaching classes and appear
in exams based on "absolutely
false information” couldn't be

permitted.

The bench took note of such schools being used to extend

benefit of Delhi domicile to students from other states and

sought an affidavit from the Delhi government and CBSE
on action taken against such schools

Advt

"It has been noticed that students do not attend classes in schools; rather
spend time in coaching centres. However they are allowed to take
examinations by education boards where they are required to put in
requisite minimum attendance. We therefore direct the state

government and CBSE to conduct inspection in this regard," it ordered.
The bench took note of such schools being used to extend benefit of
Delhi domicile to students from other states and sought an affidavit from

the Delhi government and CBSE on action taken against such schools.

The court passed the direction on a PIL.
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During the hearing, the Delhi government counsel said there was no
concept of a "dummy" school and claimed the issue of "fake admissions"

was being exaggerated and "mis-characterised".

He submitted schools were mandated to follow their affiliation rules,
failing which appropriate action was taken against them, and there was

no complaint regarding any "dummy" school with the authorities.

CBSE counsel said action was taken against over 300 "dummy" schools

across the country.

Remarking the authorities might call such schools "anything", the court
questioned the Delhi government counsel on the action taken by the
state education department even on the alleged fake admissions.

The counsel said action was initiated in two instances.

"We call upon counsel for the state government and the CBSE to file

additional affidavit giving details of action taken in case any information

regarding 'dummy’ schools is received,” the court said.

Advt

It went on, "We also direct the education department to conduct a
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survey and if warranted, surprise inspection also, to collect necessary
information and share it with the CBSE. CBSE will also gather
information and share it with the state government. Once such
information is received, necessary action permissible in law be taken

against the management of such schools."

The Delhi government counsel said the use of such schools by coaching
centres was also shown in a web-series based on students studying in

Kota, Rajasthan.
"Your department doesn't seem to have seen it," the court said.

In the PIL, petitioner Rajeev Aggarwal challenged the eligibility
criterion applied by DU and Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University
for grant of MBBS or BDS seats under the DSQ.

He claimed "dummy" schools provided a "virtual platform" to students to
show that they had migrated to Delhi after passing class 10 exam with
the sole purpose of somehow availing the benefit of Delhi state quota
seats, which otherwise ought to be allocated amongst the bonafide

residents of NCT of Delhi.

The matter would be heard in May.>

Published On Jan 28, 2025 at 06:08 PM IST
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CBSE Exam 2025- Students to be Banned for
2 Years if Caught Violating Rules

CBSE has issued a stern warning to school heads/principals and students regarding Unfair practices in
CBSE exam 2025. Students who are caught cheating or breaking any rules will be barred from taking
CBSE board exams for 2 years. Check penalties for different offences, guidelines for school heads

2 aashish @ Published On January 28th, 2025

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued a stern warning to candidates

regarding the violation of rules. The CBSE Board has released a crucial notification regarding the Class
10 and 12 exams for 2025, commencing on February 15. The notification is primarily directed at school

principals/heads, emphasizing the significance of adhering to examination rules strictly.
CBSE Exam 2025- Students to be Banned for 2 Years if Caught
Violating Rules

The CBSE has delivered a serious caution to students in anticipation of the 2025 Class X and Class XI|
Board exams, highlighting strict actions to prevent misconduct during the assessments.

According to the official notice, students found participating in unfair means, such as cheating
or using electronic gadgets, will encounter strict consequences- being prohibited from

appearing for any CBSE examinations for the next two years.

CBSE Focus on Fair Exams

CBSE highlighted that fair examinations are important for students’ educational achievement and
cautioned against severe repercussions for any rule breaches. The board plans to administer exams

for around 44 lakh students in 204 subjects, beginning on February 15, 2025.

Considering this, CBSE has stated that any student detected using unfair means (UFM) will have their
current exams cancelled and will also be prohibited from participating in exams the next year. This

action intends to guarantee an fair and transparent evaluation procedure for everyone.

Penalties for Different Offences in CBSE Board Exam 2025

The CBSE has implemented specific guidelines to tackle breaches of examination regulations. Here’s
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an overview of the main consequences for engaging in unfair practices:

Possession of Unauthorized Materials: If a student is discovered with items that are not permitted in
the exam hall, such as notes, textbooks, or past exam papers, their exam for that subject will be
annulled. However, they may still have the opportunity to take the exam in a later compartment exam,

as long as they fulfill the eligibility criteria.

Communication During the Exam: Any effort to communicate with individuals outside the exam

center or with fellow students will lead to the cancellation of the exam for the relevant subject.

Use of Electronic Devices: The use of mobile phones, smartwatches, or any electronic devices
capable of communication is strictly forbidden. Students found in violation will have their exams

cancelled for both the current year and the following year.

Violence or Threatening Conduct: Any act of violence, such as threatening staff or other students,
will lead to the cancellation of the student’s exams for the current year and the next. Additionally, the

student may face serious disciplinary measures.

Impersonation and Fraudulent Actions: If a student is caught impersonating someone or trying to
gain an unfair advantage by sharing exam materials on social media, their exams will be canceled for

the next three years, and they will be prohibited from taking any exams during that time.

Guidelines for Schools

In preparation for the 2025 board exams, CBSE has issued comprehensive guidelines for all affiliated
schools. Schools are required to take the following steps to maintain a fair examination atmosphere:

1. Educating Students on Exam Ethics: Schools must inform students about the Unfair Means
(UFM) regulations and the consequences of breaking them. Students should also be encouraged to
disregard rumors and not to share any misleading information that could interfere with the exam

process.

2. Informing Parents: Principals are tasked with ensuring that parents are aware of these rules and

penalities, which helps to keep both students and parents informed about the expectations.

3. Reminders Before the Exam: On exam day, students should be reminded not to bring any banned
items to the examination center. Schools should also ensure that the officials on duty are briefed on the

importance of adhering to examination regulations.
Some Changes in Unfair Means Act (UFM)

The notice also outlines a new regulation under the UFM Act: students who spread rumors that impact
the examination process will incur severe consequences, which may include the cancellation of their
present and upcoming exams. Additionally, there is a new penalty for possessing electronic devices

capable of communication during exams, and any breaches must be reported by exam supervisors.
To read the official notice, Click Here

Educational institutions need to educate students regarding exam ethics, regulations, and the “Unfair
Means Rules” prior to the commencement of the exams. Although admit cards provide instructions,

principals must make sure students know about these rules.

Sharing is caring!
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CBSE Board Exam 2025- Delhi High Court
Directs CBSE & GOVT to take Strict Action
Against Dummy Schools

Delhi High Court has directed the CBSE and GOVT to take Strict Action Against Dummy Schools and
fake admission. During a PIL hearing, the court observed that many students enroll in coaching classes
and bypass school education by enrolling dummy schools and are still allowed to take board exams.

2 aashish @ Published On January 28th, 2025

The Hon'ble High Court of Delhi has issued a strict order against dummy schools and fake admission

for CBSE schools. The Delhi High Court has directed the state government and the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) to address the issue of ‘dummy’ schools and fake admissions that allow
students to take exams without attending regular classes.

Delhi High Court Directs CBSE & GOVT to take Strict Action
Against Dummy Schools

A panel consisting of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela observed that
certain students avoid traditional schooling by taking admission in coaching centers, but are still

permitted to take board exams.

The court stressed that these practices, which include submitting misleading attendance information,

should not be allowed. The court condemned this practice as dishonest and intolerable.

Petitioner Rajeev Aggarwal contested the eligibility requirements set by Delhi University and Guru
Gobind Singh Indraprastha University for allocating MBBS and BDS seats through a Public Interest
Litigation (PIL) in Delhi HC.

Delhi High Court Observation on Dummy Schools and Fake
Admission

The High Court bench noted that these schools were providing Delhi domicile benefits to students
from other states and requested an affidavit from the Delhi government and CBSE detailing the

measures taken against these institutions.

On responding to the government counsel claim of “dummy” schools being exaggerated and
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mischaracterized, the court retorted, “You are delightfully sleeping, blissfully unaware. Give us details

of when you gave a show cause notice, what action you have taken, and against which school”.

Delhi Government Response

In the hearing, the lawyer for the Delhi government argued that the idea of a “dummy” school is
nonexistent and that the problem of “fake admissions” is being overstated and misrepresented in the

public interest litigation that led to such a ruling.

The Counsel for the Delhi government argued that “dummy” schools offered students a “virtual
platform” to show that they had moved to Delhi after completing their class 10 exams, solely to gain an
advantage in the allocation of state quota seats that should rightfully go to actual residents of the
National Capital Territory of Delhi.

CBSE Response on Dummy Schools

CBSE Counsel claimed that schools must follow affiliation regulations, and necessary measures are
implemented for any breaches. The legal representative of the CBSE stated that actions have been

taken against more than 300 ‘dummy’ schools across the country.

Delhi HC Order on PIL Against Dummy Schools and Fake
Admissions

The court has ordered the Delhi government and CBSE to carry out inspections to find and tackle the
problem of ‘dummy’ schools. Officials have been directed to submit affidavits outlining the measures

taken against these institutions. The order statements has been given below.

« We call upon counsel for the state government and the CBSE to file an additional affidavit giving
details of action taken in case any information regarding ‘dummy’ schools is received.

» We also direct the education department to conduct a survey and if warranted, surprise
inspection also, to collect necessary information and share it with the CBSE.

« CBSE will also gather information and share it with the state government. Once such
information is received, necessary action permissible in law be taken against the management

of such schools.

What are Dummy Schools

‘Dummy’ schools are establishments that register students who do not participate in standard
classes, enabling them to concentrate solely on preparation for competitive exams. This trend
frequently sees students from different states enrolling in schools in Delhi to take advantage of the

state’s admission quota, which puts authentic local students at a disadvantage.

The Delhi High Court’s order seeks to maintain the integrity of the education system by making
sure that all students fulfill the required attendance criteria and that admissions under the state
quota are allocated justly. The court has planned additional hearings to assess the measures taken
by the authorities regarding this issue.

Sharing is caring!
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Highlighting weak arith-
metic skills among Haryana
Government school stu-
dents, the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER)
92024 reveals that only 43.1%
of Class 8 students in rural
government schools can
perform  division. This
marks a decline of 6.4 per-
centage points compared to
the 49.5% in 2022.

In comparison, Punjab
leads with 58%, followed by
Himachal Pradesh (HP) at
44%. The division test

'_ involved solving a three-

digit number 'divided by a
single-digit number.

For Class 5 students, only
99.4% in Haryana can do
division, an improvement
from 2022, but still far
behind HP (44%) and Punjab
(46.3%). Similarly, 33.1% of
Class 3 students in Haryana
can subtract, with HP
(46.7%) and Punjab (43.9%)
outperforming the state.

Reading capability
The report also evaluated

reading skills. While 53.9% of
Class 5 students in Haryana
can read a Class 2-level text,
showing a T.1-point improve-
ment, Punjab (60.8%) and HP
(65.8%) still lead. Among
Class 3 students, only 32.1%
in Haryana can read a Class
9Jevel text compared to HP
(46.6%) and Punjab (29.7%).

Falling enrolment

The enrolment of children
aged 6-14 years in Haryana
Government schools

agbehind Punjab,

c literacy skills

| ass than 50% of Class 8 students can do division -

KEY FINDINGS OF
EPORT |

b

EDUCATION R

' Class 8 students can do division.
'@ READING SKILLS: 53.9% of Class
5 students can read a Class
 2leveltext. . . :

® ENROLMENT DROF. LEGI
| 51.9%(2022) to 46%(2024).
= FACILITIES S GAPS: 20.8%0f
~schools have unusable toilets;
14% lack drinkingwater.
. .-D!m@L.Z%WIDE;ﬁgyﬁI.gytperfg n.

LMENT DROP: Declined from

literacy

dropped from 51.9% in 2022
10 46%in 2024, Neighbouring
states also recorded declines,
but HP (58.6%) and Punjab
(58%) have significantly
higher enrolment rates.

School facilities
Haryana schools face signifi-
cant infrastructure chal-
lenges, including 20.8%
schools with unusable toi-
lets, 14% without drinking
water facilities, 3.1% without
separate girls’ toilets; 20% of

164

e —

those provided are unusable.
Moreover, 13.6% schools are
without libraries, and in
97.9% of schools, students
weren't using library books
during ASER's visit. As
many as 171.5% schools
lacked computers while in
15.8% of schools, computers
were unused.

Digital literacy gender gap
The report found gender
disparities in digital litera-
cy among the 14-16 age

group in rural Haryana. As
many as 60.5% of girls could
make a social media profile
private compared to 72.9%
of boys. 61.2% of girls could
change passwords as com-
pared to 75.7% of boys. Only
68.6% of l4-year-old girls
could bring a smartphoneto
complete  digital  tasks !
against T4.4% of boys. Boys
also outperformed girls in
tasks like setting alarms,
browsing information and
sharing videos online,
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lo-year-old child
in class Vmust be
held responsible
for her learning

Ieammg outcomes do not
meet  the benchmark' or
'expected level of learning),
she must be ‘detained’. What
should beregarded as the fail-
ure of the pedagogy, curricu-
lumand the collective system
of schooling has, in effect,
| been shifted onto the child or
the individual learner.

The systematic dilution of
the Right to Education (RTE,
2009) through  successive
amendments and the Nation-
al- Education Policy (NEP-
2020) is a testament to this
shift, The first amendment
granted local governments

level learning’, prompting 19
state governments to wholly
. reject the 'no-detention' poli-
¢y. The recent abrogation of
this policy for centrally gov-
erned schools is merely

_inevitable denouement,

| Over six decades ago, John
| Holt authored the seminal
work, 'How Children Fail.

the authority to'ensure class-

another step toward its

Sinee then, the discourse sur-
rounding eduecation has

‘evolved, gradually acknowl-
edging that no learner, irre-/

spective of his/her situation,
is intrinsically unwilling to
learn — he/she simply does
notwish to be 'taught.' A child
cannot, with = deliberate
intent, choose not to learn.
. The educational narrative
has also moved, to some
extent, away from Solely
emphasising  intelligence
quotientin favour of a broad-
erunderstanding of multiple
intelligences. There is no
child who is inherently
'slow’, 'weak’, or a 'failure’,
Rather, it is the inadequacy
of the learning environment
that prevents the child from
realising his or her full
potential. In this sense, it is
the failure of the system, not
the failure of the child.
Examinations should never
serve asinstruments of exclu-
sion. Yet, each time we design
an exam, we do sowitha fixed
understanding = of  merit,
deeply rooted in the belief in
the ‘normal probability
curve’. This framework tends
tomeasureand categorise the
learner based on rigid, pre-
seriptive standards. Once a
student is marked as 'below
average' or labelled a 'failure’,
she is relegated to repeating
the grade and the collective
gaze of teachers, parents and
peers begins to regard her as
‘undeserving or 'fit fo fail',
Multiple studies  have
revealed that
grade does little to enhance a

repeating a

child's learning outcornes'or
'learning abilities’,

The promise of additional
resources or strategies for
improvement — beyond the
superficial provision of 'spe-
cial attention or reducing the
learner to an object of pity —
remains murky at best. Sim-
ply revisiting the same syl-
labus for another year fails to
address the core needs of the
learner, reinforcing only the
hollow logic of 'meritocracy’.

What is considered merit is
often ‘dictated by those
perched in positions of pow-
e If monkeys were to define
'ability! as the capacity to
climb a tree, all fish would
inevitably fall short. In much
the same way, a learner’s abil-

ities are shaped not merely

by innate potential but also
by their 'cultural capital',

m:rons Aooessto qualrty education is detenm

Itis the inadequacy
ofthe learning
environment that
prevents the child
from realising his on
her hll]é)é)t(‘llndl

PRy s e, - f”%"' already marginalised learn-

ned by the Ieamer s 'social assets TRIBUNE PHOTO

i e

As Bourdieu and countless
sociologists and psycholo-
gists have pointed out, the
learner's capacity to learn is
intricately tied to their
socio-historical, economic
and cultural background —
factors over which they have
little, if any, control.

Access to quality education,
a rich curriculum and effec-
tive pedagogy is often deter-
mined by the learner’s 'social
assets', In India, these assets
extend beyond gender and
physical abilities to encom-
pass religion, caste, language
and geography.

The growing clamour for a
uniform system of one
nation, ‘one education, one
curriculum and one exami-
nation will only amplify the

struggles faced by the

ers. Take, for instance, a dif-
ferently-abled, tribal, Muslim
girl in a conflict zone. Her
ability to meet the prescribed
learning expectations under
the ‘'normal probability
curve' is not a matter of will
or intellect but of a conver-
gence of obstacles beyond
her control.

India, with its vast network
of over 15 lakh schools and a
student population exceed-
ing 25 crore, paints a para-
doxical picture of promise
and neglect. Among these,
1.17 lakh schools operate
with a single teacher, while a
staggering two crore stu-
dents remain deprived of
access to what can truly be
called 'quality’ education.
The teacher-student ratio is
alarmingly skewed in sever-
al states, with recent reports
revealing that 16 per cent of
teacher posts lie wvacant
This figure includes the
patchwork addition of 'con-
tractual teachers.

If salaries and recruitment
processes were indicators of
teaching quality, the dispari-
ties would be nothing short
of scandalous: 23 per cent of
schools lack the requisite
number of teachers and
even more suffer from a
deficit of professionally
trained educators.

Despite lofty proclamations
of education as an 'invest-
ment', budgetary allocations
have persistently missed the

mark, falling far below the .

recommended six per cent of
the GDP. The numbers are

" 4 Achilds failure] in school exams is the systems failure

stark — 79 per cent gross
enrolment at the secondary |
level, yet 3.6 crore children
remain out of school. To com-

pound this, 11 per cent of the

schools  function . without

electricity and 13 per cent are

without libraries, eroding the

infrastructure eritical for.
holistic learning.

The abolition of the no-
detention policy is, therefore,
not merely an epistemic
injustice, it is also a grave
social betrayal. The children
who are envisioned as the
architects of a developed
India by 2047 are, in reality,
ensnared in a system that
fails them at every level.

“Thisis not a call to abandon

the procedures that assess

learning, but rather an invita-

“tion to reimagine the very

constructs of ‘pass’ and
‘fail’, of ‘retention’ and
‘detention’. To declare that
'schools are no langer centres
of learning but merely mid-
day meal distribution hubs'is
not only a dismissal of the
crushing poverty faced by
our people but also a betrayal
of the profound human aspi-
ration to cultivate knowledge
within these spaces.

The delicate interplay
between being a learner and
a knower — a dynamic
already fragile — risks being
irreparably blurred with the
dismantling of the no-deten-
tion policy. A child may 'fail
as a learner, but under no cir-
cumstance should her inher-
ent agency as a knower be
siripped away.

L
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ZXSER' Govt school
enrolment down to
67% in rural India

46% Of Class 8
Kids Proficient In
Basic Arithmetic

Manash.Gohain
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Govt school en-
rolment for children aged 6-14
has declined sharply from
72.9% in 2022 to 66.8% in 2024,
as per the ‘Annual Status of
Education Report (Rural)
2024’ released Tuesday. While
overall enrolment for this age
group remains high at 98.1%,
the drop in govt school share
signals a post-pandemic shift
toward private institutions.
During Covid, economic pres-
sures pushed families to opt
for govt schools, temporarily
hoosting enrolment, but the
trend hasnowreverted topre-

. pandemiclevels of 66-67%.

The proportion of out-of-

‘Boys outshine girls in digi skills:

ANNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT (RURAL) 2024

l

READING SKILLS UP

»Continued on P 26

» 98.1% of 6-14-yr-olds
enrolled in an edu institution \
» 15-16-yr-olds not enrolled |
at 7.5% in 2022, rises to 7.9%
in 2024. Proportion of girls
not enrolled up from 7.9% in
2022 to 8.1% in 2024

» Govt Class 3 kids reading
Class 2 text improves from
16.3% in 2022 to 23.4% in 2024
» Govt Class 3 pupils solving
subtraction increases from
20.2% in 2022 to 27.6% in 2024

school adolescentsaged15-16
has steadily decreased, from
13.1% in 2018 to 7.5% in 2024.
However, learning gaps per-
sist in higher grades.
Among Class 8 students, on-
1y “45.8% areable to perform
basic arithmetic in 2024",
unchanged in recent years.

T

R —————

pContinued fromP 1

school students

rivate
[ have also shown no sig-

I nificant progress since
2022, highlighting systemic
challenges in improving
learning outcomes. Experts
stress state govts must priori-
tise basic maths performance
in higher grades. Conducted
by Pratham, the survey cov-
ered 605 rural districts, 17,997
villages, and almost 6.5 lakh
children. Thereportalsohigh-
lights a post-Covid surge in
digital awareness and smart-
phone usage amongchildren.

Over 90% of households
with young people now own
smartphones, and more than
80% of children aged 14-16
know how to use them. Yet,
only 57% use them for educa-
tional purposes. Among this
group, “36.2% of boys and
26.9% of girls own smart-
phones”, revealing a gender
gapindigital access.

“Boys outperform girls
across most states in digital
skills,” the report states,
though states like Keralaand
Karnataka buck the frend,
where “girls often match or
outperform boys”. Gender
inequality in digital literacy
remains a pressing issue.

Infrastructure remains a
challenge in many regions.
Stateslike Meghalaya, Aruna-
chal Pradesh and Nagaland
lag in providing usable toilets
and drinking water “Only
72% schools have usable girls'
toilets, up from 66.4% in 2018",
while77.7% havedrinking wa-

| ter Sportsfacilities showlittle

progress, with “just 66.2% of
schools having playgrounds
in 2024", a slight dip from
66.5% in 2018. These deficits
highlight inadequate invest-

- proportion

29 states/ UTs. muuf& year-olds are

an educational institution

w 352028

605 districts | 66.8% of 614 yearolds are enrolled n govt schodl

A Households
aaty 649,401

17,997 villages

15-16-year-old children who are ot enrolled in school dro
7.5% in 2022, but stayed about the same at 7.9% in 2024

poed sharply from 13.19 in 2018 to

Chitdren

15,128 schools

Learning outcomes

improved modestly to 59.3%

Std Il Réading | Govt school students reading
Std Il-level text improved from 16.3% in 2022

10 23.4% In 2024, exceeding 2018 levels (20.9%).
Recovery outpaced private schools

<t V Reading | Govt school reading levels rose from 38.5% in
2022 to 44.8% in 2024, matching 2018 (44.2%). Private schools

The propartion of girls not erolled has increased slightly from 7.9% in 2022 to 8:1% in 2024

§ 1

=

std VIl Reading | Govt school reading rose slightly from 66.2%
in 2022 to 67.5% in 2024, below 2018 levels (69%). Private

TOP 3 STATES
FOR 5 POPULAR
CHOICES

Police

Despite challenges, there
is progress in foundational
learningfo grades. The
ss 3students
in govt schools whocanreada

from 16.3% in 2022 to 23.4% in
2024"”. Similarly, arithmetic
proficiency improved, with
97.6% of Class 3 students in

govt schools able to solve a

schools showed no change -
std 11l Arithmetic | Govt students solving subtraction Karnataka| 293| 116
increased from 20.2% in 2022 to 27.6% in 2024, driving national Maharashtra| 281| 209
improvement to 33.7% Gujarat| 15.2 148
std V Arithmetic | Govt students solving division rose to 30.7% Teacher
in 2024, up_frcm %5.6% II"‘l 202’;'I Tk s ; Tripura| 229 315
igaglblilnagzh“meml Basic arithmetic levels remaine _ ady af Rajasthan| 204 36
T Chhattisgarh| 9.9 23
Digital awareness and aptitude e
Smariphone Access | 90% have a smartphone 1BK] 313 ni
at home; 85.5% of boys and 79.4% of girls know -
how to use it ; : Uttar Pradesh| 162 23.9
Ownership | 27% of 14-year-olds and 37.8% Arunachal Pradesh | 162| 15.7
of 16-year-olds own smartphones. Boys (36.2%) ) . Army gl |
outpace girls (26.9%) Himachal Pradesh | 42.3 6.8
Usage | 57% used smartphones for learning and 76% for social Uttarakhand | 37.9
media. Social media use was higher among boys (78.8%) than andd 3 :
girls (73.4%) . Nagaland | 30.5 4.4
Online Safety | 62% knew how to block/report, 55.2% to m Engineer
profiles private, and 57.7% to change passwords Tamil Nadu | 24 35
Digital Tasks | 70.2% of boys and 62.2% of girls accessed a Andhra Pradesh | 16.3 111
smartphone for tasks Karnataka| 15 111
- mentinschoolinfrastructure.  Class 2.]evel text “increased ~subtraction problem”, up

from 202% in 2022. These
gains reflect the success of
foundational literacy and nu-
meracy programmes, sup-
ported by teacher training

Report

and learning materials.
Preprimary  education
has seen significant progress,
with “enrolment among chil-
dren aged 3-5yearssteadily in-
creasing”. States like Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Odisha re-
port near-universal enrol-
ment for this age group. The
proportion of underage chil-
dren enrolled in Class 1 “drop-
pedfrom25.6% in2018t016.7% -
in 2024", ensuring age-appro-
priate admissions. These im- :
provements highlight the im- :
pact of targeted early child- :
hood education policies. :
Better attendance rates in
govt schools underscore fur- !
ther progress. “Teacher at- |
tendance rose t0 87.5% in 2024 .
from 85.1% in 2018", and stu- :
dent attendance “increased to i
75.9% from 72.4%". Efforts to :
improve access in remote ar-
easareevident, with“521% of :
govt primary schools now !
having fewer than 60 stu- i
dents”, reflecting outreach in
sparselypopulated regions.
Localised successes are :
notable in states like Punjab :
and Jammu &Kashmir, where |
enrolment in govt pre-pri- :
mary schools has surged. Dig- :
ital literacy among children :
aged 14-16 has also improved, :
with “over 75% successfully !
completing tasks like setting
alarms, browsingfor informa-
tion, and sharing content via :
messaging platforms”.
While the report high- :
lights these advancements, it
emphasises the need to ad- :
dress persistent issues, such
as learning gaps in higher
grades, gender inequality in
digital access, and inadequate
infrastructure. Sustained ef-
forts intheseareas willbecru-
cial for equitable and quality
education across rural India.
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For Class 8 students, the read-
ing levels in government schools
showed a slight improvement,
reaching 67.5 per cent in 2024
compared to 66.2 per cent in 2022.
However, this remains below the
69 per cent recorded in 2018. In
private schools, there was no sig-
nificant change in reading lev-
els between 2022 and 2024. States
like Gujarat, Uttar Pradesh, and
Sikkim demonstrated notable
improvements, while declines.
were observed in Punjab, %i?m
Pradesh, and Telangana. ‘?

Arithmetic levels have also

improved among rural students,
articularly in government schools.
The ASER arithmetic assessment
evaluates abilities ranging from
basic number recognition to solv-
ing numerical division problems.

Among Class 3 students, the
proportion able to solve a numeri-
cal subtraction problem rose to
33.7 per cent in 2024, compared to
25.9 per cent in 2022 and 28.2 per
cent in 2018. Government school
students showed significant gains,
with this figure increasing to 27.6
per cent in 2024 from 20.2 per cent
in 2022, Tamil Nadu and Himachal
Pradesh recorded over 15 percent-
age point increases since 2022.

For Class 5 students, the per-
centage of children able to solve a
numerical division problem rose to
30.7 per cent in 2024 from 25.6 per
cent in 2022 and 27.9 per cent in
2018. Improvements were primarily
driven by government schools, with
Punjab and Uttarakhand achiev-
ing gains exceeding 10 percentage
points.

Among Class 8 students, arith-
metic levels remained steady, with
45.8 per cent able to solve a numer-
ical division problem in 2024, com-
pared to 44.7 per cent in 2022 and
44.1 per cent in 2018.

The ASER 2024 report notes a
reversal in the increase in govern-
ment school enrolment observed
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
The proportion of children aged
6-14 years enrolled in government
schools, which had risen to 72.9 per
cent in 2022, has returned to 66.8
per cent in 2024, close to the 2018
level of 65.6 per cent. Correspond-
ingly, private school enrolment in
the same age group increased to
33.2 per cent in 2024, reversing the
decline during the pandemic.

Anganwadi centres continue to
play a pivotal role in early child-
hood education. Over 50 per
cent of children aged 3 and 4 are
enrolled in Anganwadi centres,

a trend consistent since 2018. In
states such as Odisha, West Bengal,
Gujarat, and Karnataka, more than
75 per cent of children in this age
group are enrolled in Anganwadi
centres.

Pre-primary enrolment in gov-
ernment institutions has shown
notable increases only in Pun-
jab (11.2 percentage points) and
Jammu and Kashmir (7.6 percent-
age points) since 2018. Meanwhile,
approximately one-third of all
5-year-olds attend private schoals
or pre-schools in 2024, matching
the level of 37.5 per cent recorded
in 2018, after a decline to 30.8 per
cent in 2022.

The proportion of girls aged
6-14 years not enrolled in school
has risen slightly, from 7.9 per cent
in 2022 to 8.1 per cent in 2024.
States such as Madhya Pradesh
(16.1 per cent), Uttar Pradesh (15
per cent), Rajasthan (12.7 per cent),
Mizoram (12.3 per.cent), Gujarat
(10.5 per cent), and Chhattisgarh
(10 per cent) report the highest
proportions of out-of-school girls.

Among 15-16-year-olds, the
proportion not enrolled in school
dropped from 13.1 per centin

2018 to 7.5 per cent in 2022 but
increased marginally to 7.9 per cent
in 2024.

For the first time, ASER 2024
included a section on digital lit-
eracy, assessing smartphone access
and usage among children aged

- 14-16 years.

Over 82 per cent of children
in 14-16 years age group reported
knowing how to use a smartphone,
with 57 per cent using it for educa-
tional purposes and 76 per cent for
social media. ;

The proportion of children own-
ing a smartphone rose from 19 per
cent in 2022 to 31 per cent in 2024.
Ownership increases with age, from
27 per cent among 14-year-olds to
37.8 per cent among 16-year-olds.
Boys are more likely than girls to
own a smartphone, with 36.2 per
cent of boys reporting ownership
compared to 26.9 per cent of girls.

In Kerala, over 80 per cent of
children used smartphones for edu-
cational activities, and more than
90 per cent used them for social
media. Gender gaps in smartphone
ownership and usage persist across
all states.

Household access to smart-
phones has also grown, rising from
36 per cent in 2018 to over 74 per
cent in 2022 and reaching 84 per
cent in 2024.

ASER 2024 highlights that the
pandemic-induced learning loss has
been fully recovered, with primary-
grade learning levels surpassing
pre-pandemic benchmarks in sev-
eral states. Low-performing states
like Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Mad-
hya Pradesh, and Tamil Nadu have
shown significant recoveries.

The report also emphasises that
digital skills developed during the
pandemic, such as using smart-
phones for educational activities,
have persisted, even as their appli-
cation has shifted post-pandemic.

The proportion of “underage”
children (below 6 years old) in
Class 1 has declined steadily, from
25.6 per cent in 2018 to 22.7 per
cent in 2022, and further to 16.7 per
cent in 2024, marking the lowest
level recorded so far.
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NNUAL STATUS OF EDUCATION REPORT SHOWS GREEN SHOOTS

‘Sharp gains in reading & math learning levels

inschools across states since Covid slump

Behind sudden uptick:
Govt’s NEP push,
‘new energy’ in 2022

. Govtschoolslead

- way; 234%Class 3

' children have basic
reading skills —
20-year high

AR - AR

' ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
| NEW DELHI, JANUARY 28

IN THE first sign of recovery from
the slump of the Covid pan-
| demic, reading and arithmetic
levels for children between the
ages of 6 and 14 years have im-
proved across states, with gov-
| ernment schools leading the
way. According to the Annual
Status of Education Report
(ASER) 2024 released on
\Tuesday, basicreading levels for
Class 3 children enrolled in gov-
‘ernment schools have been the
'highest since the survey began

LEARNING CURVE: STEADY IMPROVEMENT

Children in Std lll who can
doat least subtraction

#Govt M Govt & Pvt*

Childrenin Std lllwhocan
read Std Il level text

¥ Govt WCovt&Pvt*

2024 2 024

“This is the weighted average for children in govt and pvt schools only

20 years ago. book in government schools
The number of Class 3 chil-  standsat23.4%, up from 16.3%in
drenwhocanreadaClass2text- 2022 and 20.9% in the pre-pan-

demicyear 0f2018. Overallread-
ing levels, across both
CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
& UMA VISHNU

NEW DELHI-g- é NUARY 28

THE LATEST Annual Status of
Education  Report
(ASER) comes bearing
some rare good news:
an improvement in
learning levels across
states, led largely by
government schools.
For instance, the
number of Class 3 children who
can read a Class 2 textbook in
government schools stands at
23.4%,up from 16.3% in 2022, the

EXPLAINED

year children came back to

school after the pandemic years

and the resultant shutdowns

that led to big learning losses.

Across government and private

schools, basic arithmetic levels

haveimproved from the

pre-pandemic year of

2018 —from 28.1% Class

3 students who could at

least do a simple sub-

@ | tractionsumthatyearto
33.7% now.

While there is still a
long way to goin terms of learn-
ing levels — the fact that 30%
children, across ages, can't read

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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a Class 2 textbook is a dismal
pointer —the gains are significant
considering the slump of 2022.
When children came back to
school that year after twoyears of
the pandemic, almost all states
recorded big dropsinleaminglev-
els, with questions raised about
the long-term impact of the
slump.

Whatthen explains this “sud-
denimprovementinlearninglev-
els”, asWilimaWadhwa, Director,
ASER Centre, termed it?

Most signs point to the
National Education Policy, 2020,
and its focus on foundational
skills.

While ASER and other surveys,
including the government's own
National Achievement Survey
(NAS), have for years pointed to
the challenge of poor learninglev-
elsacross the country, despiteris-
ingenrollmentlevelsaided by the
RjghttoEflucationAct.itwasMﬂl
the NEP that the t for

' the first time identified founda-

tional learning as the key focus

' area. According toNEP2020, “the

highest priority of the education
system will be to achieve univer-
sal foundational literacy and nu-
meracy in primary school by
2025".

Suman Bhattacharjea,
Director, ASER, told The Indian
Express, “While ASER has foryears
been pointing to poor learning
Jevels in the foundational years, it
was with NEP that the govern-
ment threw initslot, focussingon
curriculum changes, teacher
training etc. States also put their

- mind and money into the whole
¢ idea”

Rukmini Banerjee, CEO,
Pratham Foundation, said thatbe-

' sides NEP, what helped was that

the slump of 2022 came with an
opportunity to start afresh. “In
2022, there was a new energy in
schools. Children and teachers...
everybody wanted to beinschool.

And éverybody said, 'Kuch to
karnachahiye' The time wasright,
in some sense.”

Stating thatit's “heartening” to
see government schools leading
in learning outcomes, Sanjay
Kurnar, Secretary, Department of
School Education and Literacy,
Ministry of Education, said, "The
COVID-induced learning gap set
usback, butwe have overcomeit...
With NIPUN Bharat, there has
been focused messaging, along
with focused financing for foun-
dational literacy and numeracy
(FLN). Assessment has become
part of the school education dis-
course.. We have been engaging
morewith teachersand following
up with states on their training.
Thereisalsoanincreasing levelof
engagement and coordination
with states.”

Talking of the gains reflected
inthe survey, Sridhar Raj
co-founder of the Bengaluru-
based Educational Initiatives,said,
“There is no doubt that there has
been acertain focus fromthe gov-
ernment on FLN. Also, there is
greater acceptance of FLN now
than before. People like us and
for the government to take it up...
it has happened post NEP. While
it is creditable that some of the
Covid losses have been made up
for, we have to put it in perspec-
tive. Against the poor perform-
ance of the last few years, this
looks good. But we are still not do-
ingas well as, say, Sri Lanka."

On the need to build on some
of these gains, headded, "Weneed
to take external assessment seri-
ously. Thereisstillalot to be done
intermsof supporttoteachersetc.
FLNis not the only thing we need
to do. We also need to focus on
middle grades, board exam re-
forms etc. There isa whole menu
of things that can be done. If we
continue with business as usual,
these gains will peter out.”
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VASER'study shows post-COVID recovery, but

'many students still lag in reading, arithmetic

| Maitri Porecha s ; ' and has now increased to  able to read a Class 2 level
NEW DELHI Assessin g readi ng levels 23.4% in 2024. Despite the  text. The report states that

After a prolonged decline
due to learning loss during

The table shows the percentage of childrenin Classes 3 and 5
able to read a Class 2 text in government schools

recovery, the survey re-
veals that 76.6% of the
Class 3 students were un-

children’s basic arithmetic
levels — recognising num-
bers, conducting numeri-

COVID-19, the latest An- Class 3: % children reading at Class 2 level able to read a Class 2 text.  cal subtraction for two di- |
nual Status of Education 2015 [ 20.9 The reading tasks were dis- ~ gits with borrowing, and |
Report (ASER), 2024 re- seminated in 19 languages.  solving division problems
veals that there has been 2022 N 163 When Class 5 students  consisting of three digits by
recovery in foundational 2024 [N 23.4 were given the same Class  one digit — have shown a

literacy and numeracy
(FLN) learning among
school students.

Class 5: % reading at Class 2 level

2 text, one in two students
are unable to read it. Ac-
cording to previous itera-

substantial improvement
in both government and
private schools.

A total of 6,49,491 chil- 2022 ] tions of the survey, in 2018, Percentage point im-
dren aged between three 44.2% of the fifth graders ~ provement in States such
and 16 across 605 rural vil- 2024 . : were able to read it, which  as Himachal Pradesh and
lages participated in the ] ~ SOURCE:ASER(RURAL 2024  declined to 38.5% in 2022,  Bihar was less at 4 to 5.9

| survey. Using the 2011 cen- W and in 2024 this more or  points, as compared with
- sus frame, 30 villages were 16 years of age were as- government schools who less plateaued again at  States such as Odisha, Ha-
randomly selected from sessed for basic reading wereat least abletoreada  44.8%. ryana, West Bengal, and
each district, and 20 hou-  and arithmetic skills. Class 2 text stood at 20.9% By the time the students  Jharkhand, which showed
seholds from each village. While the percentage of in 2018, this figure had reach Class 8, the survey more improvement at 6 to |
Children between five and  Class3 students enrolledin ~ dropped to 16.3% in 2022, reveals that 67.5% were 9.9 percentage points.
fiiy ik < A
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Learning in govt schools

- —

back to pre-Covid levels

Sanjay Maurya
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The long shadow
cast by the Covid-19 pandemic
on educational outcomes may
have lifted according to the
Annual Status of Education
Report (ASER) 2024 report
released Tuesday,

with the hand
of a government scheme to
improve foundational learning
and numeracy (FLN) being
clearly visible.

According to the report,
released by the Pratham Foun-
dation , reading levels among
government school students in
Class 111 and V have improved
compared to pre-pandemic lev-
els, as measured in the 2018 edi-
tion of the report. Those of pri-
vate school students are better
than they were in 2022 (when
the impact of the ic was
still being sharply felt), but still
lower than pre- levels,
perhaps because they did not
have a targetted initiative like
government schools did with

Highlighting key findings
from the 2024 ASER report

% of rural government school students able to...

m2018 W202 0202 (%)

the National Initiative for Profi-
ciency in Reading with Under-
standing and Numeracy
(NIPUN) Bharat programme. To
be sure, private school students
still did better than their gov-
ernment school peers.
According to the report, the
reading levels among govern-

ment school students improved
in 2024 with 23.4% of students
in Class IT and 44.8% in Class V
students being able to read a
Class II text; the corresponding
pre-pandemiic levels recorded in
2018 were 20.9% and 44.2%,
respectively. In 2022, these were

continued on 319
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7Govt. schoolchildren lead recovery in basic skills; private ones 1ag

¢t to recover from pandemic lows

Not all States conformed to the national trend. Students in many States arcy

Table 4: Shows
basic arithmetic operations ex- - Table 3: Shows .wise data for chart 2
L DATA POINT | ceeded  pre-pandemic  levels Eva l u at| n g StU d ent state-wise data for chart 1 State-wis:
among both government and priv- rf hce
Samreen Wani ate schools, as per the 2024 data.
Vignesh Radhakrishnan However, the recovery was stron- De orma 0L 367| 453
ger among government schoalchil- The charts were sourced from the | T 21.3| 364
he closure of schools dur- | dren compared to their private Annual Status of Education Report e 35.1| 385
ing the COVID-19 pandem- | counterparts. (Rural} 2024 [P T) 144] 282
ic significantly impacted Chart 2 shows the share of rural Fardl o el 10.1] 303
the ability of rural schoolchildren | schoolchildren in Class 5 who e 12| 309
to divide three-digit numbers and | could divide three-digit numbers. PRI Ja.1| 64
read a paragraph in their regional | The share of government school Seehes 0] 871
language. The latest data for 2024, | students who could do this de- =TT e
published in the Annual Starus of | clined from 22.7% in 2018 to 21.6% LA
Education Report (Rural), broadly | in 2022 and improved to 26.5% in
indicates that rural schoolchildren | 2024 - a 4.9-point recovery. The
have largely recovered from the | share of private school students
learning loss experienced during | who could do the same dropped
the pandemic. However, the recov- | from 39.8% in 2018 to 38.7% in
ery appears uneven when the data | 2022 and improved to 41.8% in

are analysed in detail.
To understand the learning
,losses during the pandemic as well
as the post-pandemic recovery,
the story used data for Class 5 chil-

dren from the report. First, while | State-wise share of rural school-
children showed significant im- | children in Class 5 who could read 156 396
provement in their arithmetic abil- | a Class 2-level text (a paragraph) in Qbﬁ
ities, their progress in reading abil- | their regional language in 2018, | = 51—55
ity has been less pronounced. | 2022, and 2024. Table 4 shows the 1™ } 19'6! _‘;3
Second, government schoolchil- | same for those who could divide The ASER 2024 survey was conducted iZL 55
dren showed strong recovery in | three-digit numbers. ; across 605 districts amang children aged l
reading abilities, with the share of In Table 3, States/Union Terri- 5 to 16. Older children aged 14-16 were 193] 2k
those who can read a paragraph in | tories such as Assam, Haryana, Hi- asked questions about their digital access : 333| 525
their regional language reaching | machal Pradesh, Jammu and Kash- and usage 619 1696 Kefala T=mm | 202| 382
pre-pandemnic levels. While private | mir, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh, 582 717 S TReralal sl it 124 276
schoaolchildren have made some | Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Uttarak- Chart 1: The share of children in Class S 344 |631 el R b 165| 295
progress from the pandemicdn- | hand, and Tamil Nadu conformed who can read Class 2- level text (in %) 292 [s1 Tkl by 157] 27.4
duced decline, the share who | to the national trend. In Andhra B ot By, 3T 5B R n T e 169] 332
could read a paragraph in their re- | Pradesh and Kerala, the share of 0 . © B8 |67 aahitra BE | L TIDiE a1l 28
gional language remained well be- | government schoolchildren who o 503 55.1 |ss Hira s | EI0S 201 Tas
low pre-pandemic standards. could read did not recover from sa 579 |e18 TP FREsT L e 26.11 Y
Chart I shows the share of rural | the pandemic lows. In Bihar, the 50 e i 687 |74.4 RGeS \*": . : .
schoalchildren in Class § who | reading ability of private school- A ms 594 (755 B u“"kl;z"»‘; r S0.1] 557
could read a Class 2 level text (apa- | children did not recover. In Chhat- l u m 608 (622 - (‘:‘n 2022 333| 51.8
ragraph) in their regional lan- | tisgarh, there was no recovery E ey e 2034 = o

guage. The share of government
school students who could read
the text dropped from 44.2% in
2018 to 38.5% in 2022 and Im-

2024 - only a 3.1-point recovery.
Fourth, not all States followe
the national trend. There were ma-
ny patterns and variations in State-
level data. Table 3 shows the

among  government  schoolchil-
dren or amaong privale ones,

In Table 4, States such as Kar-
nataka and Madhya Pradesh con-

proved 1o 44 8% in 2024 - a 6.3 | formed 1o the national trend. In

Chart 21 The chart shows share of children
in Class 5 whe can divide numbers (in 96)

EES Goyt, BN Pyt.

percentage point recovery. For | Kerala, the share of those who " 04 — a8

private school students, it dropped | could divide three-digit numbers -

from G5.1% in 2018 to 56.8% In | did not recover from the lows re-

2022 and improved to 59.3% in | corded during the pandemic In e i

2024 - only a 2.5-point recovery. both private and public schools, In 5 Jﬁ i E
Third, the proportion of chil- | fact, In 2024, the share worsened 0 e -;m

dren who were able to perform | further In Kerala. LAy D 3
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AASER 2024: Enrollment up, what's ahead for early childhood edutatidn?

SINCE 2005, the NGO Protharm has released
the Annual Status of Education Report (Rural)
o measure basic rend; Fanth it lev-

Where do the learning levels stand
in 20247

At the elementary level (age Gto 14
years), covered under the Right to
Education Act of 2005, both reading and
arithmetic levels have improved for chil-
dreninall grades in most states. In particu-
lar, children in Classes 1 to 3 show signifi-
cant increases from the 2022 ASER report.

Forchildren between 3 o Gyears, two key
findings are waorih highlighting: first, pre-
sedwool ¢ o | 2018and 2024.
ASER tlata also show that by 2024, the pro-
{ rural childrenof age 3 whoare en-

els among school children, attendance in
school and other indicators The data havere-
vealedd Broad trends in leaming over the years.
The 2024 ASER survey reached 6,49491
childdren in 17997 villages across 615 numl dis-
frices. It veconded magor gains in the share of
cfuldren of the pre-pnmory age group (3ro 5
years) enrolled in some kind of institution
(LKG or UKG classes/Anganwadifothers).
There were substantiol increases in reoding
{arirl bewels = an ene o
opment after the learning losses during the
Covid- 19 pandemic. This vwas atso the first full-
length ASER survey fo record digital literacy
amongolder children (15and 16years) Here
are the key takeaways from the report on
learning outcomes and the ourlook.

rolled in some kind of early childhood edu-
cation prograim was 7745

With five years of the 2020 National
Education Policy, what h. d
for schools?

The NEP introduced structural changes
= particularly by including the 3 to 6 age
group in the Larger picture. The policy un-
derlines that the highest priority will be
given to achieving universal Foundational
Literacy and Numeracy (FLN). Liunched in
2021, the National Initiative for Proficiency
in Reading with Understanding and
Numeracy (NIPUN) Bharat was aimed at
improving these skills. It ains for universal
FLMatthe end of Class 3 (age 8) by 2026-27.

CHILDREN ENROLLEDIN
PRESCHOOL/ECE CENTRE

{In%)

22018 W2022 m2024

Nare: Pre-sohood coverope includis

rural school, you will see a lot more things  rather than looking at these as competing  m 16) ; n.against

than before, whether it is building blocks,  dlaims, you could look at this as a package.  78.5% of girks In some southem states, girts

books or other leaming matenials. Pratham’s experience tells us that either ouperformed boys orwere at the
Anganwadis provide not just taingihle berne-  same level asthern. "

What for foc fits, but alsa, direct iom for par-

Early Childhood Care and Education  ents The distance between the parent and 5\‘|Iht‘slbewﬂﬂﬂkmr
(ECCE)? the Angarmwadi worker s often not very vast, ECCE? o .

The NEP states that Class 1 enrollment  asitmight be with the school teacher. And so, Ay planming for achieving quality ECCE
should happen at age six. This is because  if certain states have very high Angamaadi — must mwmnmumuﬂiqndm“nde"
going to school too early can be counter-  enrollment, strengthening the earfy child- mdmwuﬁmaﬂd
productive. Achildh gnitively hood could be a good opt the g s Unified District
socially ready to cope with what formal I italsod d: ch Inf ion System for Education (UDISE)

school brings, in terms of curricular expec-
tations or classroom behaviours.
‘With a focus on ECCE, there is an ac-

pringry
cliasses @ govi scheals, or privale LNC/URL
chiesses. FCE is Eqry Childhood Education.
Sourre: ASER 2024

The latest ASER survey found that at the
all-India level, 83% of schools said they re-
ceived directives from the go o

gement that you prepare children
not just to enter Class 1, but for the three
years before that. If you get a child and her

implement FLN activities. Around T8% said
that at least one teacher in the school had
been trained on FLN, while 75% also re-
ceived relevant learning material,

A directive means there is a goal, with
resources being made available for it ina

In Himachal Pradesh and Punjab, there has
been ashift towards pre-primary classesin
schools. In Rajasthan, there has been anin-
crease in 5-year-olds enrolling in both
Anganwadis and private LKG/UKG classes.

provide some data for this age group, but
mare camprehensive and continuous data
eoliection efforts are needed.

Sernond, budget considerations are cu-
dal Akey recornmendation of NEP 2020is
to “recruit workers/teachers specially

visible manner. If you visit a go

family ready for school, you also get the What did the survey find about trained in the cwrniculum and pedagogy of
school ready for the children and eventu- older children (15-16 years]? ECCE™. Education departments need to
ally have the early childhood structure with recent trends, the percent-  wark outa long-run comimutment to budger
come into place. age of childrenin thi lled  allocarions and processes for identifying,
A large share of that age group goes to  inschool has gone down (around 7Etoday).  recruiting. training and sustaining dedi-
A di than one-third of chil- This year's survey also showed thatin  cared teachers for the pre-primary grades,
drenaged between 3 and5, ac f digital access, han 9% of Within the Anganwadi system, if the
ASERreport ). Thoughearly childhood edu-  ral adol h, ; hone.  early childhood education companentis to
cation has not received priority at times,  Children It ability  be given higher priority, the requirement
quiteafew doing specialised d g for additional resources must be specified
training with Angamwadi workers. 4o online or setting an alarm In terms of both  and d.:
mwadis have a lot of tasks at 3 Rulanini Banerji is CEO o
sucm jon and nutrition. But  der gaps. Forinstance. B0.1X ol boys (ages 14 mmmmm&@r
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Scheme supporting ST students’ school
education gets cabinet nod

ALSO WATCHED  VIRAL VIDEOS

TNN / Jan 29, 2025, 19:01 IST

Panaji: The state cabinet on

Wednesday granted approval to . 3 \
Eam— - -
implement the Mukhyamantri Shiksha TAX? NO! THIS IS THE BIGGEST

Sahay Yojana, which aims to support BENEFIT ANNOUNCED “! BUDGET

and improve the educational status of
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide

2025-no-tax-till-12-Ipa-no-tcs-on-foreign
more-suriya-bhartiya-explains/videoshow

ST students and to address the

tendency of dropouts among them. It

provides financial assistance to the (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide
over-for-ukraine-trump-stops-all-u-s-aid-

russia-in-blow-to-zelensky/videoshow/11

families of such students who are otherwise unable to appear for public exams. To

implement the scheme, govt will spend Rs 68 lakh per year.
VIEW MORE VIDEOS >

Under the scheme, govt will bear the financial burden of the payment of

examination fees of ST students appearing for Classes X and XII examinations of
the G india.indiati
Financial assistance is open to ST students from Goa possessing a valid caste

m/topi ) ADVERTISEMENT

certificate issued by a competent authority. The applicant should be a bona fide
resident of Goa and should be a regular student of an institution with at least 75%
attendance in the respective class, ie Class X or Class XII.

The cabinet said state govt is committed to ensuring that tribal students get
access to education at all levels and will take all steps to see that there is no
impediment in their process of learning. The National Education Policy 2020 states
that a special mechanism needs to be made to ensure that children belonging to
tribal communities receive the benefits of these interventions.

“The number of students availing benefits will be substantial. This scholarship will Trending Stories

be available only for the ST students permanently settled or domiciled as per the

terms of domicile decided by the state. ST students in Classes X and XII at In City Entire Website
govt/govt-aided secondary and higher secondary schools will be eligible for Phyllis Fong, who was investigating

financial assistance under this scheme,” the cabinet said. Elon Muslcs brain implant startup...

Was Blackhawk pilot Rebecca
Lobach's name kept secret for a...

“That's offensive,_it's annoying,” says

N ) Pro Football Hall of Famer P;/@.A. B
Tom Brady fires back at Greg Olsen’s
criticism of his $375M FOX deal in...

Dak Prescott’s fiancée, Sarah Jane
Ramos,_hints at wedding... -

End of Article
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India, Korea sign pact for exchange
: of notes for NCERT's Technical
Cooperation project

Story by Priya Vishwakarma « 1w « 1 min read

[ India, Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for NCERT's Technical Cooperation project

India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange of notes
for the technical cooperation project titled 'Strengthening Vocational
Education and Training in Mechatronics in India'. The project will be
implemented in collaboration with Korea International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA) of Government of Republic of Korea, a finance
ministry statement said on Wednesday.
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India, Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for NCERT's Technical Cooperation project

This is the first project being implemented with the assistance of

KOICA in India, it said.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of
vocational education and training in mechatronics in India and will
be implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education

(RIE), Bhopal, it said.

The institute will help build environment to pilot education in
mechatronics by preparing curriculum, textbooks, teacher's manual

and equipment.

The project will help build capacity of teachers in mechatronics while
also facilitating networking between industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India's Official Development
Assistance (ODA)partner for development cooperation in October

2016, it said.

The bilateral relationship between the two countries was upgraded
to 'Special Strategic Partnership' in 2015, it said.

Signing of the exchange of notes for the NCERT project will further
consolidate and strengthen the special strategic partnership between

India and Korea, it added.
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ASER report 2024: How rural India fared in school
education

By Abhishek Jha , New Delhi

Jan 29,2025 11:23 AMIST

The findings of this report are crucial because it is only the second such report after the
Covid-19 pandemic, the last one being 2022.

Story continues below advertisement

School education has either recovered from the pandemic’s losses or is on its way to doing so.
This is the key takeaway from the 14th Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) released by
the Pratham Foundation, a non-governmental organisation, on January 28. While part of the
recovery can be attributed to students going back to school regularly after missing classes
during the pandemic, part can also be attributed to the New Education Policy’s (NEP) focus on
improving foundational skills or what ASER tracks as learning outcomes. To be sure, the
recovery remains uneven across states and enrolment level.

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/what-does-the-2024-aser-repo1tZe -us-about-school-education-in-rural-india-101738091757511.html 113


https://www.hindustantimes.com/author/abhishek-jha-101610147904936
https://twitter.com/naalmot
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/

2/3/25, 4:35 PM ASER report 2024: How rural India fared in school education | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

=

The 14th ASER report is based on a 2024 survey conducted in 17,997 villages across 605 rural districts. (HT File)

Story continues below advertisement

The 14th ASER report is based on a 2024 survey conducted in 17,997 villages across 605 rural
districts. It reached 649,491 children in the 3-16 years age group, and tested the reading and
arithmetic skills of over 500,000 children in the 5-16 years age group. ASER reports are
considered the most credible source of information on learning outcomes among school
students in rural India.
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The share of children (the report gives data for students in standard Il1, V, and VIII) who could
read a standard Il level text or subtract and divide had fallen between 2018 and 2022,
underlining a loss of learning outcomes because of the pandemic’s disruption. This share was
either back to 2018 levels or shows improvement compared to 2022 levels across the board.
The improvement in arithmetic abilities is better than that in reading skills. Interestingly, the

improvement was faster in government schools than private schools, although the former still
lagged the latter in absolute terms.

Story continues below advertisement

View T&C m

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/what-does-the-2024-aser-repol]&eaus-about-school-education-in-rural-india-1 01738091757511.html 3/13


https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-img/static-img/poll/contextual-vms-poll/Contextual+polls+%26+quizzes+TnC+(1).pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/

2/3/25, 4:35 PM ASER report 2024: How rural India fared in school education | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

Congress

O Hintmstan Times

Recovery from pandemic losses.

Why have government schools improved faster than private ones? The report says that this
may be the result of the National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and
Numeracy (NIPUN) Bharat Mission, launched in 2021 after the NEP 2020 laid focus on
foundational skills. “We have not seen improvements of this magnitude in the last 20 years
since ASER has been presenting data on foundational reading and arithmetic. Everything
seems to point towards NEP 2020 and its focus on foundational skills,” the report quotes ASER
Centre Director Wilima Wadhwa as saying.
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teaching learning material for FLN. A qualitative survey conducted in 24 classrooms across
eight states, similarly, found teachers at least recognising the importance of FLN.

The improvement notwithstanding, learning outcomes still continue to be poor. Also, there are
wide differences across states in terms of not just learning outcomes but also improvement
from pre-pandemic levels. In standard Ill, reading ability in more than half the states (15 of the
27 states; Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh were clubbed together and counted as a state for
comparison with the numbers before its bifurcation in 2019) was behind 2018 levels in 2024,
although arithmetic ability had improved for all but six states. In standard V and VIII, at least
half the states did not return to pre-pandemic skills even in arithmetic. However, the relatively
wider improvement in standard Il implies that some of its credit can go to NIPUN Bharat
Mission. The scheme only targets classes up to standard IlI.
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children from private to government schools to save on paying fees.

Story continues below advertisement

Enrolment, which did not decrease in 2022, was stable at that level in 2024. The proportion of
the 6-14 years age group - the age group covered by the Right to Education Act of 2009 - out
of school in 2024 was 1.9%, only a marginal increase from the 1.6% figure in 2022, and lower
than the 2.8% figure in 2018 (the last ASER before the pandemic).
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The Principal Director of School Education (DoSE) has notified that the
SMILE App will be implemented across Nagaland in all Government schools
and establishments under DoSE from Ist of February 2025. In this regard, all
teachers and staff are informed to mark their attendance daily using the SMILE
App kiosk at their respective schools and establishments. To facilitate smooth
functioning, the Data/HR Cell at DoSE, Kohima, will monitor attendance data

and manage contingent issues.

The SMILE App is being implemented under the Nagaland Education
Project-The Lighthouse (NECTAR) with an objective to improve system and
school management. The app uses advanced technology such as facial
recognition, timestamping, and geofencing for marking attendance, leave

application, and tracking its status.

This initiative aims to promote efficient administrative practices,
improve data-driven decision-making, and foster a culture of accountability and
transparency in the education system. In this regard, the department appealed to

all stakeholders for their kind cooperation.

For any issues, may contact the HR Cell at this number: 6909644519
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Jaipur: "Begin with the basics and cover
NCERT first," says Vidisha Jain, a Class
10 student from Maharaja Sawai

ALSO WATCHED  VIRAL VIDEOS

Mansingh Vidyalaya, who is preparing Z .
for her board exams. Vidisha believes a k
strong foundation is essential. "I start gl !
with NCERT basics, and once I'm THE DEMOCRATISATION

) OF AFFLUENCE IN INDIA
confident, I solve sample papers to -

familiarise myself with different question patterns," she shared.
(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vide

original/beyond-metros-visa-white-paper
stunning-insights-in-card-payments-afflu,
in-india/videoshow/117293400.cms)

She emphasised focusing on difficult chapters first while solving sample papers

and preparing a formula chart for quick reference during revisions. "I always solve

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/vid¢
kapoor-schools-on-indirect-question-give
saif-ali-khan/videoshow/117336108.cms)

questions on paper instead of mentally. Practicing regularly with a pen and paper
helps improve accuracy, especially in topics like trigonometry, circles, and similar

triangles," she said. VIEW MORE VIDEOS >

For better time management, Vidisha practised solving sample papers within a set
time limit. "Time yourself and identify areas where you need to improve your ADVERTISEMENT
speed. I also make sure to practice previous years' question papers as they often

feature frequently asked questions," she said.

Vidisha mentioned that addressing doubts immediately is crucial. "If I get stuck on
a question, I clarify it right away with teachers or reliable online resources.
Leaving it unresolved can create issues later during the actual exam," she said.

Finally, Vidisha advised students to stay composed when encountering unfamiliar
questions. tnn
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MUMBAI: The Maharashtra gov-
ernment on Tuesday announced it
will be discontinuing funding for
eggs and sugar for the midday
meal programines for its govern-
ment-run schools.
In November 2023, the state
nt, in a bid to overcome
protein deficiency among stu-
dents, had introduced

Schools were instructed not to
serve eggs where atleast 40% of
posed them. Schools
receivh\gmeals&ommn-gwem-
mental organisations such as
AkshayaPalrawu'ea}so
from the egg provision.
Tuesday's ; resolu-
tion also says that should school
(SMCs)

ate resources through contribu-
tions by the public. “Egg Pulaoand
sweet dishes such as rice-kheer
and Nachani Satva remain
opﬂonal,bxltsrmoohnlustarrange
funds for sugar and eggs through
puRl?lic contributions,” reads the
G

The state spent Rs 50 crore
annually on giving 24 lakh school
children one egg per week, saida

rnment who did not
wish to be named. The revised
meal plan now consists of ten dif-
feremdﬂhﬁmatmnbepmpared
usmgmee:dsﬁngﬂmdsallocated
for raw materials.

Prior to Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh had dropped eges from
the midday meal menu, and more
ent too
dropped itsplanto introdtice eges
mmemenufolluwingpushhack
from certain In contrast,
governments in southern states

haveaddedtoﬂ]enumberofeggs
given to children to ensure their
proteinreqmems

days of the week. Earlier this
month, Kerala government
itwas i for

additional Rs 22.66 crore to give
students eggs once & week and
milk twice a week. According to
inthe Lok Sabha in

February 2023, 14 states and one
Union territory provide eges as

of midday meals.

Inits GR, the Maharashitra gov-
ernment said the decision to drop
funding for eggs and sugar wasin
response to multiple

phasized increasin

ticipation in the midday meal
scheme thrm.tghspeciallmmhe&
In this regard, school manage-
ment committees should try to
provide the benefits of these
dishes. The sugar required for
sweet dishes should also be pro-
cured through public funds, asno
additional government funding
" the GR stated. It

factor in the decision.
Maharashtra's decision has

185

School ntbodies that insiston
eggswillhaveto raise funds from the public.

i
providingsmdentswim
HTARCHIVE

drawncdﬁchmwitheducaﬂonisls !
and SMC members questioning
the government's priorities.
Shailesh Gharat, a member ofan
SMC of a Zilla Parishad school in
Thane district said, “The govern-
ment spends Rs. 200 crores on just
advertisements for Ladki Bahin
scheme but refuses to provide
essential nutrition tostudents,” he

said.
Mahendra Ganpule, former
spokespersonof the Maharashtra

compuiter labs through commit
nity support and CSR initiatives.
Now, the government can't even

de students with eggs oncea
week” he said sharing his disap-

pointment.

The midday meal program,
now known as the POSHAN
scheme, is a centrally sponsored
initiative covering approximately
12.21 crore children in government
and gmremmant-aided schools.
The scheme provides one hot
cooked meal per dayto studentsin
Ral Vatika (pre-primary) and
Classes 1 to 8 across 10.84 lakh
schools.

As per government guidelines,
midday meals for primary stu-
dents (Classes] to 5) must provide
at least 450 caloriesand 12 grams
of protein. For upper primary stu-
dents (Cla.ssesﬁtoB].themals
mmmmmmmm

grams of protein.
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Jammu and Kashmir has
made significant progress in
access to education and
improvements in govern-
ment school infrastructure.
However, much remains to
be done to create an inclu-
sive system that ensures
every child attends school,
according to the Annual Sta-
tus of Education Report
(ASER) 2024,

The report mdmates a
decline in enrolment of chil-
dren aged 6-14'in gove
ment schools compared:
2018. While the enrolment

- rate for this age group was

583 per cent in {2018, it
dropped to 55.5pe¥ cent in

2022 befare nsmgshghﬂy to-

572p¢ centin2

The report also’ ghllgh‘ts

‘ /Govt schools witness improved i
growth in digital literacy,

o *hbuna 5 30 JMW*& SOEES

Fajg, No .-

o ... KEVHIGHLIGHTS

lEnrolment of children aged 614 in government schools :

opped from 58.3% in 2018 to 55.5% in 2022
iis ightly improvingto 57.2%in 2024 _

'Househbld smartphone access rose from 53, 5
2018 to 90.7% in 2024, with over 93% of stude
| 1416 having a smartphone at home

‘Aua'!abll]ty of drinking watter (74.8%), tsable tolle
{8 L.8%), and electricity (92. 8%) in governmen
s sfgdfﬂcantly Improved since 2018 «

!4 of i_risaged:lS .16arestli! not. attendm
. despite government schemes; and 3.8% of aII _
_inthis age,group areoutofschool o

be:forﬂ ,x ._;-

aged

a drastlc inerease in smart-
phone usage among stu-
dents in Jammu and Kash-
‘mir. In 2018, only 53.6 per
t'eent of households had
smartphones, which
increased to 84.7 per cent in
2022 and further to 90.7 per
cent in 2024.
Digital literacy among ad$
" lescents aged/ 14-16 has al

boys at 93.6 per cent.

risen conmderably Amnng
students aged 14 92.8 per
cent have a smartphane at
home, while the pementage
rises to 93.7 per cent for 15-
year-olds and 94.8 per cent
for 16-year-olds. Interesting-
ly, 93.8 per cent of girls have
access fo a smartphone at
home, slightly  exceeding

186

The percentage of chil-
dren enrolled in Angan-
wadis stands at 64.9 per cent
for three-year-olds, 37.7 per

~« cent for four-year-olds, and

. 11.2 per cent for five-year—
olds in 2024,
Despite government initia-
tives for girl students, 4.6 per
cent of girls aged 15-16 are

still not attending school.
Aq!dmonaily, 3.8 per cent of
aﬂ'studen‘tsmthsagegmup '

are not enrolled in either
government  or - private

- schools! Among girls aged 7-

10, 58.2 per centstudy in gov-
ernment schools, while 41.1
per cent are enrnlled in pri-
vate schools.

The ASER 2024 survey cov-
ered 517 rural schools in Jam-
mu and Kashmir, including
98 primary schools and 419
upper primary schools, com-

pared to 376 schools surveyed

says report

in 2018.

While 926 per cent of
schools met the pupil-teacher
ratio norm in 2018, this num-
ber declined to 88.4 per cent
in 2024. On the other hand,
the percentage of . s(:]ioo]s-
meeting  the classroam_ 5
teacher ratio norm improved

' ﬁom@apercmtmzoigw

60.2 per cent in 2024
Ini‘raqtruct‘ure in schools

‘has also improved srgnﬂi

cantly. The avaﬂablhty of
drinking water incr

from 54.6 per cent 1n 18
0 74.8 per cent in 2@24

Usable toilet facilities were

present in 81.8 per cent of
schools in 2024, up from 73
per cent in 2018 ‘Addition-
aﬂy, the number of schools
with electricityii ebnnec-
tions saw a dramatic rise
from 31.2 per cenbitv2018 .
to 92.8 per cent in-2024. 2‘44
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Amnual edureport:In Standard’

reading, state students placed third

Learning level among puptls of Standard Il shoot upfrom 28 4 to 47 7 per cent

PRATIBHACHAUHAN

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

SHIMIA, JANUARY 29
Himachal is amongst the top
states that have recorded
significant gains with an
overallincrease of more than
10/percentage points in vari-

- ous: 'spheres in schools
between 2022 and 2024.

The latest Annual Status of "

Education Report (ASER)
report for the year 2024 in

which 268 schools were

inspected indicates encour-
aging results for Himachal,
especially
schools in several areas.
In'case of Standard VIII
reading  levels Himachal
has been: placed at third
position with 84.2 percent-
age with Mizoram topping
the country with 90.1 fol-
lowed by Kerala at 84.5 per
cent. The report hasindicat-
ed that the education sector
which too had been hit by
Covid is on a recovery path
with learning levels nearing
pre-pandemic stage.

With declining enrolment
schools

in government
remainihg an area of con-
cern, the overall percentage
of children: in the 6-14 age
group-  has;  however,
declined marginally to 58.6
from 58.9 per cent in 2022.
The per centage of children
in the 15-16 age group who
are not going to.school has
alsgisisen from. 2.2 to 3.0

sinee 2022 whiﬁ.h is also .
- students in government

WOrrisome;: \Brnt

What canbe termed good
newssforthe hill state, grap-
pling-issuesilike geographi-

government’

LEARNING LEVELS
AMIONG STUDENTS tn¥ege)
Year | Stdill | Stav | Stdvi
{2014 | 468 | 753 | 919
2016 | 470 | 705 | 879
2018 | 477 | 769 | 899
2022 | 284 | 613 | 880
12024 | 477 | 670 | 842

st 4

/’//1

The latest Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) reportfor the: year 2024 m whnch 268 schools were inspected indicates

encouraging results for Himachal, especially government schools in several areas. FILE PHOTO

cal constraints and huge
‘teacher vacancies in remote
areas is the quantum jump
in reading proficiency of

schools at Standard III. The
learning level among Stan-
dard ITT students have shot

up from 28.4 to 47.7 per cent,
placing Himachal at num-
ber one in this category.
Himachal also ranks at
number one with 90.4 per-
centage in case of schools
having drinking after sup-
ply, improving its 2022 per
centage of 889, In case of
digital literacy where stu-
dents have access and can
use a smart; phone,
Himachal has bgen placed
third with 94.3.per cent with

Kerala beingatnumber one, ; -

followed by Mizoram.

The  government  school
students have performed
exceedingly well even in

(96:3),
Pradesh and Uttarakhand, »
- Insofar asthe pupil-teacher

casé of arithmetic levels
with a jump of 154 increase
from 31.3 to 46.7 per cent
over the last two years. In
comparison, there has been
an l.mprovement of 9.2 per
cent in case of arithmetic
levels in private schools
since  2022. The overall

‘improvement in this sphere

in schools across the state is:
13:8 per cent.

siven in terms of avallabﬂ-
iy iwof library  books,
Himachal has been ranked
third after Uttar

ratio in schools is con-

[cent.. [
;schools have toilet facility

cerned, Himachal does not
fare too well as compared to
many states with a pereent-
age of 58.1. The consolation
is that'this has improved
from 47.5 in 2022.

. In case of schools serving

midday meals, there has
been an improvement from
91.1 10 95.5 per cent over the

ast two years. alt-ri

:dn case of schools: havmg
drinking water facility-also

“.there is overall improve-

ment from 88.9 to 90.4 per
Also 99, per cent

though the usable ones are
90 per cent.
AN
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Telangana to introduce AI-driven reforms in school
education

Hyderabad/Bangalore, Jan 30 (UNI) The Telangana government is set to introduce
transformative changes in school education by harnessing Artificial Intelligence (AI) and digital

initiatives to enhance learning quality. NEW DELHL FEB 3 (UNI):- DMK MP
Under the leadership of Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy, the School Education Department has Kanimozhi Karunanidhi speaking in the Lok
formulated plans to integrate Al-powered learning methods to improve educational standards Sabha during the Budget session of parliament

across the state in Nlew Nalhi an Mandav (v arah) TINIT

As part of this initiative, a high-level delegation led by State Education Secretary Dr. Yogita Rana Other Links
visited the ExStep Foundation in Bengaluru on Thursday.
Tags: #Telangana to introduce Al-driven Please log in to get detailed story. UNIVARTA (News Agency)
reforms in school education Indian News Agency

UNI-Urdu Service(News Agency)
Indian News Agency

More News Newswrap

Neha murder case: Father demands CBI probe Newswrapl

03 Feb 2025 | 4:25 PM

Hubballi, Feb 3 (UNI) In a dramatic development in the Neha Hiremath
murder case, her father Niranjan Hiremath has called for a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe, alleging the involvement of an influential

Karnataka MLA.

see more..

New Shop expands to Southern India with 20 new outlets

03 Feb 2025 | 3:49 PM

Hyderabad, Feb 3 (UNI) India’s leading 24/7 convenience retail chain, New Shop, has entered the
southern market by launching 20 franchise outlets in Hyderabad and Visakhapatnam.

see more..

India’s first retina biobank launched at Amrita Hospital

03 Feb 2025 | 3:23 PM

Kochi, Feb 3 (UNI) Marking a significant milestone in ophthalmic research, India’s first retina
biobank has commenced operations at Amrita Hospital.

see more..

Sri Lankan Navy apprehends 10 fishermen from

Tamil Nadu

03 Feb 2025 | 3:11 PM

Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu) Feb 3 (UNI) The Sri Lankan Navy on Monday

apprehended 10 Indian fishermen and seized their mechanised fishing
trawler allegedly for straying into the Sri Lankan territorial waters and indulging in illegal fishing
activities.

see more..

IJU, PCJU condemn Delhi Police high-action against journalists
03 Feb 2025 | 2:13 PM

Hyderabad, Feb 3 (UNI) The Indian Journalists Union (IJU) and the Punjab and Chandigarh
Journalists Union (PCJU) have condemned the high-handed behaviour of the Delhi Police against
journalists and camerapersons from Punjab while they were covering the Delhi Vidhan Sabha election
campaign.

see more.
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NCERT seizes counterfeit textbooks in Agartala
raids

Agartala, Jan 30, 2025, TRIPURATIMES Desk

Agartala, Jan 30: A significant number of counterfeit academic books were seized by a joint inquiry committee

from the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) during raids at two prominent
bookstores in Agartala on Thursday.

Chief Business Manager Amitabha Kumar, who led the NCERT team, explained that the operation followed
complaints to NCERT regarding counterfeit books being sold in Agartala. “We surveyed the market and with
police assistance, raided the shops identified in the complaints,” Kumar stated.

He further explained that the fake books were printed on substandard 50 GSM paper, unlike the genuine NCERT
books, which are printed on 80 GSM paper.

Kumar also highlighted the financial incentives behind the illegal sale of fake books and said that while NCERT

offers a 20 percent profit margin, illegal publishers offer up to 40 percent, making counterfeit books more
appealing to bookstores.

He assured that strict legal action would be taken against those involved in the illegal trade.

03 Feb 2025

85 PC INCREASE IN CANCER CASES, DEATHS EXPECTED BY 2050 IN S. E ASIA: WHO
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AP govt retains first-year Intermediate exams, plans NCERT
syllabus implementation

The government has decided to continue conducting exams for first-year
intermediate students without any changes. This decision was made based on
feedback from stakeholders regarding the proposed reforms in intermediate
education. The Board is expected to withdraw the proposed internal assessment
for intermediate students.

BY TELANGANA TODAY PUBLISHED DATE - 30 JANUARY 2025, 11:47 AM
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Hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh government on Thursday took a key decision

with regard to intermediate public examinations for the next academic year.

The government decided to continue exams for the first year intermediate
students as is being done. This decision has been taken as per the suggestions
received from the stakeholders on proposed reforms in the intermediate
education. The Board is likely to withdraw proposed internal assessment in the
intermediate education.
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The Andhra Pradesh Board of Intermediate Education has recently called for
suggestions on implementation of the National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) syllabus, conduct of examinations, and internal marking
system in the State.

As per the suggestions received till January 26, the government decided to
continue public examinations for first-year intermediate students.

According to suggestions and feedback received by the Board, if exams are
scrapped students might lose focus on studies, taking a toll on their learning
abilities.

However, plans are on to hold intermediate first and second year exams
implementing the NCERT syllabus.

Further, the Board intends to integrate mathematics A and B papers and roll out a
single paper in the exams. Similarly, Botany and Zoology subjects may be clubbed
into a single paper.

English is likely to be mandatory among the two language options. Students may
be allowed to choose another language as an option. The Board is expected to meet
soon and make decisions.
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An inquiry committee from the National Council of Educational Research and Training, led by Chief Business
Manager Amitabha Kumar, conducted raids at various bookstores across Agartala.

Agartala, Tripura, January 30 (HBTV): An inquiry committee from the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), led by Chief Business
Manager Amitabha Kumar, conducted raids at various bookstores across Agartala on
Thursday.

The police seized a significant number of fake academic books during the operation.
Among the bookstores raided was one of the largest suppliers of books to private
schools.

Speaking to the media, Kumar stated, ‘We received complaints from Agartala that the
market is flooded with fake books. Based on these complaints, a committee was
formed to investigate. We surveyed the market in the initial days, and then, with the
assistance of the police, we raided the shops selling these counterfeit books.’

When asked about the differences between fake and original books, Kumar
explained, ‘All our books are printed on 80 GSM paper, whereas the fake books are
printed on 50 GSM paper. The printing quality is substandard, making it diffieiYlt for
students to use them throughout the year due to their poor durability.’
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The state government is turning to artificial intelligence (Al) to address key gaps in school education, particularly in
foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for primary students
Hyderabad:The state government is turning to artificial intelligence (Al) to address key gaps in school education,
particularly in foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for primary students. The move follows a growing recognition

that technology could help improve learning outcomes across the state, providing a personalised approach to
education that addresses individual student needs.

Gollisten 2~ F X O [T W -

A delegation led by Dr Yogita Rana, secretary of education, visited the EkStep Foundation in Bengaluru on Thursday, to
explore how Al could be used to enhance the state’s educational framework.
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Also Read - GST, VAT collections rise in Telangana
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What is the primary focus of the
Telangana government's initiative
involving Al in education?

O Enhancing sports facilities

Improving foundational literacy and
numeracy

O Increasing school infrastructure

O Expanding higher education programs
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EkStep, co-founded by tech entrepreneur Nandan Nilekani, has been working with several states, including Gujarat, to
implement digital learning tools and improve student performance.

One of the central points of the discussion was the use of Al tools to help improve basic skills like reading, writing and
numeracy in early education. Telangana is looking to implement Al-powered solutions to help teachers pinpoint the
learning gaps and provide students with tailored learning experiences, ensuring that every child receives the attention
they need to succeed in these foundational areas, the education department said in a statement.

Also Read - Cyberabad police arrests 2 vehicle lifters, 6 stolen bikes recovered

Alongside student-focused tools, the team also discussed strategies to improve the digital literacy of teachers, training
them to incorporate Al into their classrooms effectively.

The state aims to equip educators with the knowledge and skills to better guide students in a tech-enhanced learning
environment, they said.

The decision to integrate Al into education has been inspired by Kerala's success in using Al to improve its education
system.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle)

Download the Deccan Chronicle Android and iOS app on your phone for news and views from around the world
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validates our tough decisions

.,.,‘1 RIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

snmlu, JANUARY 30
Education Minister Rohit
']hakur says the positive out-
comes in the Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER)
9024 have come as a validation
of tough decisions and several
initiatives ﬁ;e government
has taken fo raise the quality
of education in the state.
Himachal has fared quite

well in the ASER survey - it

has been ranked first in
reading ability of Class III
students and second in the
reading abilities of Class V
and Class VII students. Also,
thé state has been ranked
second in arithmetic abili-
ties like 'subtraction and
division of Class III and
Class Vstudents, respective-
ly; “The ASER report has
shown the progress we have
made over the last two years.
The result of National
Achievement Survey  is
awaited, and we are confi-
dent of registering signifi-
cant improvement there as
well,” said Thakur.
Incidentally, the govern-

ment has closed down 1, {}94
educational institutions
over the last two years, invit-
ing severe criticism from the
Opposition.. “Our perform-
ance in the ASER report has
validated the tough deci-
sions we have taken to raise
the quality of education.
These decisions were not
politically motivated. These
were taken keeping in mind
the best interests of our chil-
dren,” said Thakur.

Apart from the politically
controversial decisions like
shutting down over 1,000

educational institutions that

had become ‘“unviable”

because of poor enrolment, -

the department took several
other decisions like banning

teachers transfer mid-ses-

sion, making cluster schools
for resource sharing; starting
foreign exposure trips for
teachers and students, intro-
ducing English as' medium

of instruction from Class T,

teachers training, etc.

“If we have to ensure our
children get quality educa-
tion in government schools,
we will have to rise above

199

pa:rty politics. We wﬂl haveto

" bring in good teachers, stop

the circus of transfers and
ensure there are no back-
door entries. Besides, we will
have to go for consolidation
of resources for better

results,” the minister said.

The minister said his
department was mulling
several other measures to
further improve quality of
education in the state. “We
want tohave two educational
directorates, one dealing
with classes up to Class XII

and otherwith higher educa-
tion. Also, we are working on

a transfer policy which will
mandate a minimum stay of
three years for a teacher at
one place,” said Thakur,

The minister is keenly
aware of the steady exodus
of children from govern-
ment ' schools to private
schools and several deci-
sions taken over the last two
years are aimed at checking

. it. “We will have to compete

with the private sector by
providing equally good edu-
cation if not better,” said
Thakur...
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‘Citing financial crisis, Kerala
halves minority scholarships

Cut Raises Questions Over Priority In Austerity Measures

KP.Saikiran@timesofindia.com

Thiruvananthapuram:
Kerala’s govt has, citing the fi-
nancial crisis, slashed schol-
arships for minority commu-
nity students by 50%, leaving
the education of thousandsof
students in limbo. The deci-
sion affects nine of the 11
scholarship programmes —
originally allocated Rs 13.6
crore— offered by the depart-
ment of minority welfare.
Govt insists that the re-
duction in plan size is being

adjusted on a priority basis
: but the disproportionate cut-

back in educational assist-

'~ ance for minority students

raises questions about policy

prioritiesand social justice.
The hardest hit is the Prof

Joseph Mundassery Scholar-

ship, which was allocated Rs -

5.2crorethisyear Ithasbeena
lifelineforhigh-achievingstu-
dents from the Muslim, Sikh,

‘Jain and Parsi communities,

offering Rs 10,000 to those se-
curing A-Plus in all subjects
in the SSLC examination and
Rs 15,000 to those scoring 80%
in higher secondary or 75% in
vocational higher secondary
courses. With priority givento
students from below-poverty-

STUDENTS' FUTURE IN LIMBO

Name of scholarship
Prof Joseph Mundassery

Civil Service Fees

For students studying abroad
HT/IIM/1ISe/IMSC
CA/ICWA/CS

UGC/CSIR-NET coaching

ITC fee

Mother Teresa

APJ Abdul Kalam

Reimbursement, revised funds ()

line (BPL) families and provi-
sions extended to those from
economically weaker sec-
tions of the abovepoverty-
line(APL)category, itensured
that bright students from un-
derprivileged backegrounds
were not forced to abandon
their education due to finan-
cial constraints.

The APJ Abdul Kalam
Scholarship, another criti-
cal support for minority stu-
dents, has also been halved.
The scholarship, of Rs 6,000,
is offered to those securing
admission in govt-approved
institutions on merit, with
priority for those from BPL
families. It alsoreserves 30%

of funds for female students,
meaning the cuts could af-
fect young women from dis-
advantaged  backgrounds
who already face hurdles in
accessing higher education.
The Mother Teresa Schol-
arship, which supports stu-
dents from Christian, Sikh,
Buddhist, Jain and Parsi
communities pursuing diplo-
ma courses in govt nursing
and paramedical institu-
tions, is another scheme af-
fected. Many aspiring nurses
and paramedics, whose fam-
iliesstruggletoafford the cost
of professional training, now
face the grim prospect of dis-
continuing their studies.

200

-who bears thereal cost of the

The decision has also af-
fected scholarships for those
studying abroad, financial
assistance for civil service
coaching and reimburse-
mentfor UGC coaching.

When education remains
the most powerful tool for so-
cial mobility, slashing finan-
cial assistance for students
from historically marginal-
ised communities only wid-
ens the gap between privilege
and disadvantage, IUML
leader M K Muneer said.
“The LDF govt always speaks
about the younger genera-
tion and knowledge economy;
This is contradictory to that
stance. They justify the Plan
cuts citing a finaneial crisis
and claim they are prioritis-
ing essential expenditures, If
this so-called prioritisation :
results in slashing scholar- i
ships meant for underprivi-
leged students, it clearly ex-
boses where the govt’s real
prioritieslie,” hesaid.

Many families from mi-
nority communities rely on :
these scholarships for their
children’s education. The se-
lective austerity measures
also raise the question of

financial crisis.

i
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NCERT-police team raids
Agartala bookshops, seizes
counterfeit textbooks

The raid came after some guardians flagged the counterfeit book issue to
Education Department officials.

Written by Debraj Deb uNQWSG uard
Agartala | January 31,2025 22:23 IST
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Counterfeit NCERT books printed on sub-standard 50 GSM (Grams per Square Metre) paper were
seized in the raid. (Image: ncert.nic.in)

A team comprising NCERT and Tripura Police personnel Friday raided several
bookshops in Agartala city and seized pirated NCERT textbooks.

The team was led by Amitabha Kumar, Chief Business Manager, National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT).

Speaking to media persons, Kumar said the Council’s joint team from Delhi and
Guwahati regional headquarters conducted the raid with assistance from the
police.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD
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The first salvo

He also said counterfeit NCERT books printed on sub-standard 50 GSM (Grams per

Square Metre) paper were seized in the raid, and added that genuine NCERT
textbooks are printed on 80 GSM paper.
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He said NCERT offers a 20 per cent profit margin to booksellers but some publishers
printing counterfeit books are often found offering up to 40 percent margin to

sellers.

Kumar also explained that genuine NCERT books would have registered
watermarks on them while counterfeit books lacked them and didn’t meet several

other specifications as well.
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“The shop owners who were found to be selling such books didn’t have proper bills

for them,” said the official, and added that strict legal action would be taken against

those involved.
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The raid came after some guardians flagged the counterfeit book issue to Education
Department officials.
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Challenge of school education is to
maintain retention rates: Economic
Survey

Economic Survey 2024-25 lays stress on peer teaching, asks for leveraging Al to
aid teachers. It mentions Tamil Nadu’s ‘Illam Thedi Kalvi’ Scheme started to
bridge learning gaps in children

Published - January 31,2025 11:48 pm IST - New Delhi

ﬁ MAITRI PORECHA

Image used for representative purpose only. | Photo Credit: JOTHI RAMALINGAM B

The real challenge in school education is to maintain the retention rates for all classes, from
primary to higher secondary levels, the Economic Survey 2024-25 said on Friday.

Retention rate is the percentage of students who enrol in a school and continue over a
specific period of time. “Retention rates stand at 85.4% for primary (Classes I to V), 78% for
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elementary (Classes I to VIII), 63.8% for secondary (Classes I to X), and 45.6% for higher
secondary (Classes I to XII),” the survey states.

Also Read | Economic Survey calls for doubling education infrastructure to achieve
NEP goal

The National Education Policy, 2020 aims for a 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by 2030.
“The GER is near-universal at the primary (93%) and the efforts are under way to bridge the
gaps at the secondary (77.4%) and higher secondary level (56.2%),” the survey states.

Expenditure on education has grown at a CAGR of 12% from 5.8 lakh crore in FY21 t039.2
lakh crore in FY25 (BE), the survey says.

India’s school education system serves 24.8 crore students across 14.72 lakh schools with 98
lakh teachers (UDISE+ 2023-24).

The National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy
(NIPUN Bharat) was launched in July 2021 by the Education Ministry to achieve
foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for every student by end of Class 3 by 2026-27. The
Economic Survey proposes that to achieve this peer teaching, apart from teacher-led
instruction, is a promising solution, where students learn by teaching and supporting their
peers.

The survey says that while Mission Ankur in Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat and Bihar’s
Mission Daksh aims to provide personalised mentoring for lagging students to achieve
grade-level competencies by 2025, they heavily rely on teachers, highlighting the need for
scalable, adaptable teaching strategies that offer personalisation without overburdening
educators.

Also Read | Budget 2025: Reduced taxes, investment in digital education needed for
education

The survey states that The ‘Nalli-Kali’ (joyful learning in Kannada) programme, which was
launched in 1995 in Karnataka's Mysuru district, focuses on peer and group work to create a
collaborative classroom environment that supports self-paced, personalised learning and is
now the primary pedagogy for Classes 1-3 in Karnataka to develop age-appropriate skills. The
‘Prerana’ model of education, implemented in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra,
Tamil Nadu, and Telangana through the Sikshana Foundation, also emphasises peer
learning and group work, where small groups of four to five students collaborate on
classroom activities, teaching and learning from each other.
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It says that Involve Learning Solutions Foundation is working with educators in six districts
across Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Karnataka to integrate structured peer teaching into
government schools. The model pairs students identified as ‘Student Champions with
‘Learners.’ Each Student Champion, with better subject mastery, is trained further to support
a group of four learners, their peers who struggle to understand concepts, thereby facilitating
their progress through 40-minute sessions three to four times a week.

Early evaluations in Karnataka's Anekal block have shown increased learning outcomes in
numeracy for students by 15% compared with students who did not participate in the
programme. Similarly, in Bhagalpur, structured peer interactions have helped bridge reading
and numeracy gaps among children who could not meet age-appropriate learning
milestones, the survey states.

The survey points out that there is a rural-urban digital divide in India with lower Internet-
searching capabilities in rural areas, especially among women. It says that 63% of men and
55% of women in rural areas can search the Internet for information compared with 74% of
men and 69% of women in urban areas.

“The results highlight the need for focused efforts to close the digital gap,” the survey states.

The survey speaks of leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) for teachers’ professional
development and providing AI-driven personal tutors for students. It says Al can automate
tasks like lesson planning and assessment development and foster critical thinking, freeing
teachers to focus on instruction and mentoring.

Also Read | Economic Survey 2024-25: Key takeaways in charts

It also lauds the ‘Tllam Thedi Kalvi’ Scheme launched by the Tamil Nadu government to
bridge the education gap brought about by the pandemic and the digital divide. The
initiative focuses on education through physical methods. The scheme was designed during
the pandemic to reduce students’ reliance on Internet resources for their learning, with
volunteers assisting them. These volunteers conducted door-to-door efforts to educate the
students.

The State Planning Commission conducted a rapid assessment of the programme’s impact
through a comprehensive survey in September 2022. This assessment involved the active
participation of volunteers, teachers, headmasters, and parents from 362 schools across six
districts — Ariyalur, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Salem, Thiruvarur, and Villupuram. Parents
reported a noticeable improvement in their children’s learning experiences, noting that
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education has become a more enjoyable activity for them. The scheme continues to run till
date post pandemic to bridge learning gaps, the survey states.

Published - January 31,2025 11:48 pm IST
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INDIA'S SCHOOL EDUCATION SYSTEM SERVES
24.8 CRORE STUDENTS ACROSS 14.72 LAKH
SCHOOLS WITH 98 LAKH TEACHERS:
ECONOMIC SURVEY 2024-25

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS HAVING COMPUTERS
INCREASED FROM 38.5 % IN 2019-20 TO 57.2 % IN 2023-
2024: ECONOMIC SURVEY

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS HAVING INTERNET FACILITY
INCREASED FROM 22.3 % IN 2019-20 TO 53.9 % IN 2023-
2024

SCHOOL DROPOUT RATES HAVE STEADILY DECLINED IN
RECENT YEARS, STANDING AT 1.9 % FOR PRIMARY, 5.2 %
FOR UPPER PRIMARY AND 14.1 % FOR SECONDARY
LEVELS

INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY (ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE) ESSENTIAL IN ADDRESSING RAPIDLY
EVOLVING DYNAMICS OF EDUCATION SYSTEM

TOTAL HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIS)
INCREASED BY 13.8 PER CENT FROM 51,534 IN 2014- 15 TO
58,643 IN 2022-23

ECONOMIC SURVEY HIGHLGHTS INNOVATION LIKE PEER
TEACHING TO ATTAIN FINANCIAL LITERACY AND
NUMERACY TARGETS

Posted On: 31 JAN 2025 1:32PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the Economic Survey
2024-25 in the Parliament today. The Survey stated that education and human capital development are
among the foundational pillars of development and the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) is built upon
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this principle.

SCHOOL EDUCATION

The Survey highlights that India's school education system serves 24.8 crore students across 14.72 lakh
schools with 98 lakh teachers (UDISE+ 2023-24). Government schools comprises 69 % of the total,
enrolling 50 % of students and employing 51 % of teachers, while private schools account for 22.5 %,
enrolling 32.6 % of students and employing 38 % of teachers.

The Survey highlights that NEP 2020 aims for a 100 % Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by 2030. The GER
is near universal at the primary (93 %) and the efforts are underway to bridge the gaps at the secondary
(77.4 %) and higher secondary level (56.2 %), driving the nation closer to its vision of inclusive and
equitable education for all.

The Survey says school dropout rates have steadily declined in recent years, standing at 1.9 % for primary,
5.2 % for upper primary, and 14.1 % for secondary levels.

Improvements in basic facilities, including sanitation, and information and communication technologies
(ICT) availability, have been notable, reflecting a positive trend in school infrastructure development. As
per UDISE+ 2023-24 Report, the percentage of schools having computers increased from 38.5 % in 2019-
20 to 57.2 % in 2023-2024. Similarly, percentage of schools having internet facility increased from 22.3 %
in 2019-20 to 53.9 % in 2023-2024.

The Government has been striving to achieve the objectives of NEP 2020 through a range of programmes
and schemes, including the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (along with its sub-schemes such as NISHTHA,
Vidya Pravesh, District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs), Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV), etc.), DIKSHA, STARS, PARAKH, PM SHRI, ULLAS, and PM POSHAN, among others.

The Survey mentions that to strengthen the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) landscape, the
Government launched the National Curriculum for ECCE, Aadharshila, and the National Framework for
Early Childhood Stimulation, Navchetana, in April 2024. Navchetana focuses on holistic development for
children from birth to 3 years, offering 140 age specific activities through a 36-month stimulation calendar.
Aadharshila promotes play-based learning with over 130 activities for children aged 3 to 6 years that
support child-led and educator-led learning.
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Building strong foundations through literacy and numeracy

NEP 2020 stipulates that Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) is critical for education and lifelong
learning success. In this direction, the Department of School Education & Literacy launched the National
Mission, “National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN
Bharat) to ensure that every child in the country necessarily attains FLN by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-
27. The education system is deploying innovative pedagogies and teaching methods to ensure that every
child achieves FLN. The Survey mentioned one such innovation, viz, Peer Teaching as a pathway for
achieving FLN.

Empowering minds: Unlocking potential with social and emotional learning

The Survey states that ECCE under NEP 2020 aims to achieve foundational literacy and socio-emotional
development. The Survey discusses the importance of Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) in education,

providing examples of how the pedagogy can be developed to incorporate socio-emotional-ethical
development in the school curriculum.

The importance of skill education in schools has grown significantly with the advent of Industry 4.0, a
highly dynamic and skill-intensive era defined by automation, artificial intelligence (Al), Internet of things
(IoT), big data, and robotics.

Bridging the gap: Digital technology in education and the essentiality of digital literacy

Digital literacy ensures that students remain competitive by mastering skills like analyzing, synthesizing,
and communicating digital information. The rapid pace of technological change requires educators to stay
up-to-date on new digital trends and teaching methods. In an effort to leverage technology towards
enhancing the capabilities of educators and preparing them for the demands of the 21st century, the
government has launched TeacherApp, a cutting-edge digital platform.
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The incorporation of technology presents cost-effective solutions, making quality education more
accessible and inclusive for a broader population. To improve education systems, technology integration
may be focused on three key areas: using Al for teacher development and student tutoring, integrating
industry-relevant skills and certifications, and creating personalized learning software, said the Survey.

Investments in skills, research, innovation ecosystems, government-academic partnerships, and faculty
development are pivotal for efficiently delivering education services and improving learning outcomes,
states Economic Survey 2024-25.

Children with Special Needs (CwSN): Developing a culture of inclusivity

Under Samagra Shiksha, dedicated funds have been allocated to support CwSN through aids and
appliances, assistive devices, allowances, Braille materials, and therapeutic interventions including
infrastructure strengthening. Infrastructure improvements include ramps in 11.35 lakh schools, handrails in
7.7 lakh, and accessible toilets in 5.1 lakh schools.

HIGHER EDUCATION

The Survey mentions that India's higher education system ranks among the largest globally, with 4.33 crore
students enrolled in 2021-22, a 26.5 % increase from 3.42 crore in 2014-15. The GER for the 18-23 age
group also increased from 23.7 % to 28.4 % during this same period (2014-15 to 2021-22). To achieve the
government’s goal of increasing GER to 50 per cent by 2035 in higher education, there is a need to double
the educational network and infrastructure.

The Survey highlights that over the years, there has been a significant transformation in higher education
ecosystem. Total Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) increased by 13.8 per cent from 51,534 in 2014- 15
to 58,643 in 2022-23, the Survey added.

2014 2023
Indian Institutes of Technology 16 23
Indian Institutes of Management 13 20
Universities 723 1213 in 2024
Medical colleges 387 in 2013-14 780 in 2024-25

By 2040, all HEIs are to become multidisciplinary institutions. The measures to achieve this aim include
greater opportunities for outstanding public education; scholarships by private/philanthropic universities
for disadvantaged and underprivileged students; online education and Open Distance Learning (ODL); and
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all infrastructure and learning materials accessible and available to learners with disabilities. The National

Education Policy calls for making ‘India a global knowledge superpower, Stated the Economic Survey
2024-25.

The Survey states that the effective implementation of NEP 2020 requires collaboration across the centre,
states, UTs, HEIs, and regulatory bodies.
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Pirated textbooks seized in Agartala by NCERT team

By Hub Network January 31,2025 ™0 © 683

Agartala, Jan 31: A joint team of National Council of Education Research and Traning (NCERT), along with
Tripura police seized pirated NCERT books that were being sold to students in bookshops in Agartala.

Ateam of NCERT officials led by its Chief Business Manager Amitabha Kumar conducted raids in several
bookshops in Agartala for the past two days and seized many counterfeit textbooks.

Talking to media persons, Kumar said that a joint team of NCERT officials from Delhi and the Guwahati
regional office conducted raids in several bookshops in Agartala and found pirated textbooks being sold to
the students illegally.
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He said that the raids were conducted following complaints from the guardians to the NCERT regarding

counterfeit books being sold in Agartala.

“We have surveyed the market and with police assistance, raided the shops identified in the complaints,”

Kumar said.

The official said that the fake books were printed on substandard 50 GSM (Grams per Square Metre) paper,
unlike the genuine NCERT books, which are printed on 80 GSM paper.

Noting the financial incentives behind the illegal sale of pirated textbooks, he said that while NCERT offers a
20 per cent profit margin, the publishers printing these counterfeit textbooks, offer up to 40 per cent,
making them more appealing to book vendors.

“The NCERT books have watermarks while pirated books didn’t have the imprint and also did not match
other specifications of NCERT books. The shop owners didn’t have any proper bills for the books,” Kumar

further added.

Also Read: Scientific mining of coal to begin in Meghalaya, 3 miners granted approval, 12 applicants in

final stage
Also Watch

Find latest news from every corner of Northeast India at hubnetwork.in, your online source for
breaking news, video coverage.
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