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Preface 

 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-

makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 

excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 

the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 

its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 

reference collections. 

 

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during the month of JANUARY 2025. 

 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 
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The Hindu 

School enrolment 
down by Over a crore 
in 2023-24: report 
The HIndu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

The total enrolment of stu 
dents has dropped by over 
a crore in 2023-24 from 
that of the prevlous years, show the latest data ro 
leased by the Educatlon 
Ministry. 

A total of 24.8 crore stu 
dents enrolled in the aca 
demic year 2023-24, the 
Uniied District Informa 
tion System for Education 
Plus (UDISE+) report re 
leased by the Ministry sald. 
Over the past four years, 
the enrol1ment number has 
hovered around 26 crore. 

Education oficials have 
said in the report that the 
data show some real 
changes from the previous 
years as this exercise of 
maintaining a separate stu 
dent base is unique and dif 
ferent and incomparable 
from that of 2021-22 or the 
previous years. The 
UDISE+ facilitates online 
uploading of data at the 
school level with inbuilt va 
lidation checks and the 
subsequent data verifica 
tion at the block, district 
and State levels ensures da 
ta reliability timely 
completion. 

In 2018-19, the total en 
rolment of students in 
school was 26.02 crore, 
which increased in 2019-20 
by 1.6% and crossed 26.45 
crore, an increase of more 
than 42 lakh students. The 
enrolments slightly fe fell in 
2020-21 as compared with 
2019-20. In 2021-22, as 
compared with 2020-21, 
the total enrolment in 
creased by 0.76%. Even ac 
cording to data from back 
in 2012-13, the total enrol 
ment was 26.3 crore. 

"Through the creation 
of unique student and 
teacher identities, creden 
tials of individuals students 
and teachers in the educa 
tion ecosystem can be esta 
blished more accurately 
leading to weeding out of 
duplicate or ghost entries 
resulting in precise identifi 
cation of benefciaries for 
benefit transfers of Sama 
gra Shiksha scheme, PM 
POSHAN SCheme, National 
Scholarship scheme etc. 
(and) can bring significant 
savings to government in 
future years," the report 
said. While in 2018-19, 

In 2022-23, there was 13.53 crore boys were en 
drop in enrolment with rolled, this saw a drop to 
25.18 crore students being 12.87 crore enrolments in 

registered and there was a 2023-24 a decrease of 
further fall 2023-24 to 4.87%, while enrolment of 

(nearly 1.22 crore students) 
as compared with 2018-19, 

rolment, a drop of 6% crore in 2018-19 to 11.93 

In 2022-23, the Ministry 
started a revitalised 
UDISE+ ecosystem which 
captures data on more 
than 60 felds for each stu 
dent and to maintain the 
uniqueness of the child, 
the Aadhaar details were 
also collected on a volun 

talyho latest 
basis. 

repor, more than 19.7 crore stu 
dents provided Aadhaar 
Dumbers by 2023-24 volun 
tarily, the report said. 

Oficials have stated that 
UDISE+ 2022-23 data is not 
strictly comparable with 
the previous 
10us 

educs on v¡ 

Over the past four years, the 

enrolment number has hovered 

around 26 crore. 

indica 

ment Ratio, Net Enrolment 
Ratio, dropout rates and so 
on. Since 2022-23, more ef 
forts have been put in ac 
curately establishing stu 
dent and teacher 
credentials to weed out du 
plicate or ghost entries for 
specific identification of 
beneficiaries for varioús 
educational schemes. 

tors such as Gross Enrol 

Apart from Aadhaar, 
separate unique educa 
tional ID (EID) for every 
student has been created 
in the UDISE+ portal to cov 
er each and every child un 
der the ecosystem of 
UDISE, oficials said. 

crore in 2023-24, a de 
crease of4.48%. 

States like Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh and Maharashtra 
saw among the highest 
drop in enrolments. In 
2018-19, Bihar reflected an 
enrolment of over 2.49 
Crore students which 
dropped to over 2.13 crore 
(a dip of over 35.65 lakh 
students) in the respective 
years UDISE+ report data. 
Similarly, Uttar Pradesh 
had showm enrolment of 
4.44 crore students in 
2018-19 which dropped by 
28.26 lakh to 4.16 crore in 
latest data. Maharashtra re 
corded a decrease of 18.55 
lakh students from over 
2.32 crore to 2.13 crore in 
the latest report. 

24.8 crore in the total en- girls decreased from 12,49 
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CroO dropout rates go from bad to worse in Bihar and Assam 

DATA POINT 

Vignesh Radhakrishnan 
Samreen Wani 

here has been a marked improvement in the share 
of students continuing 

education into higher grades in 2024 compared to 2019, across In dia, without dropping out of school. Overall, of every 100 girls who started schooling, over 80 Completed their secondary educa 
tion without dropping out in 2024 compared to just 73.5 in 2019. Among boys, the corresponding numbers were 77.2 and 72.4 in 
2024 and 2019 respectively, show ing an increase, though to a lesser degree. 

However, LSpite this improve 
ment at an all-1 level, certain major States such as Karnataka and Rajasthan have recorded sig nificant spikes in students drop ping out of upper primary and se condary schools. In Bihar and 
Assam - States where the dropout rates were already concerning in 2019 the rates have slipped further in 2024. 

For instance, in Karnataka, of 
the 100 girls who started schooling only 76.5 completed secondary education without dropping out in 
2024 compared to 79.3 in 2019. Si 
milarly, for boys, the ratio declined 
to 70.7 from 73.6. In Bihar, the ra 
tio slipped from bad to worse in 
the same period. of the 100 girls 
who started schooling only 40.3 completed secondary education 
without dropping out in 2024 com pared to 51.6 of them in 2019. Simi larly, for boys, the ratio declined to 38.8 from 51.2. 

danany 2025, Pag NHo- 7 

Table 1 shows the number of students out of every 100 who completed upper primary and se 
condary education in 2024 and 
2019. The data is provided for all major States across both genders. In direct contrast to States such as 
Bihar and Assam, where the situa 
tion went from bad to worse, in 
States such as Kerala and Tamil Na 

Dropout rates in Karnataka, Rajasthan, Gujarat ar 

du, the figures improved from 
good to excellent. 

For instance, in Kerala, of the 
100 boys who started schooling. 
99.6 completed upper primary in 
2019, which improved further to 
100 in 2024. The number re 
mained at 100 among girls for both 
years. Similarly, of the 100 boys 
who started schooling, 88.3 com 

pleted secondary education in 
2019, which improved to 95.7 in 

2024. The corresponding numbers 

among girls were 93.2 and 97.5. 
Similarly, in Tamil Nadu, of the 

100 boys who started schooling, 
99 completed upper primary n 
2019, which improved to 100 in 
2024. Among girls. the number im 
proved from 97.5 to 100. In secon 
dary schooling, among boys, the 
number improved from 81.3 to 
89.2, and among girls, it improved 
from 89.4 to 95.6. 

While the absolute increase or 
decrease in the share of school stu 
dents who pass on to higher 
grades without getting dropped 
out is one facet of the story, analys 
ing the degree of increase or de 
crease brings out further nuances. 
To arrive at the degree of increase 
or decrease, the States were 
ranked as shown in Table 2. 

For instance, in 2019, of the 100 
girls who started schooling in Mah 
arashtra, 83.5 completed secon 
dary education, a figure similar to 
that of Uttarakhand that year. In 
2024, Maharashtra's figures im 
proved to 90.5, however, Utarak 
hand's numbers increased even 
further to 92.8. While both States 
improved, the degree of rise was 
steeper for Uttarakhand. 

Because of this, in Table 2, Ut 
tarakhand's rankings improved 
from 1th to 4th (for secondary 
girls) while Maharashtra's rankings 
improved only from 12th to 7th. 

States such as Gujarat have re 
mained stagnant at the bottom of 
the ranking table in both years. Ha 
ryana has recorded massive drops 
in its rankings. The State was part 
of the top 10 list in all school levels 
across genders in 2019 and moved 
out of the list in 2024. 

Falling attendance 
The figures in the tables are The Hindu's calculations based on data sourced from UDSt 

Table 1: Table shows the number of [tudents out of every 100 who 

completed upper primary and secondary education in 2024 (24) and 
2019 ('19). Upper primary: Class Vi to Vll, Secondary: Class IX and 7 

In Kerala, of the 10o boys who started schooling, 99.6 completed 
upper primary in 2019, which improved further to 100 in 2024 

Upper primary Secondary 

Boys 
StateS0 

Kerala 

HP 

Tamil Nadu 

Punjab 
Uttarakhand 

Goa 

Maharashtra 

Telangana 

Delhi 

Andhra 

odisha 

UP 

Tripura 

West Bengal 

Haryana 

J&K 

Chhattisgarh 

Nagaland 
Manipur 

Mizoram 

MP 

19 24 19 

99,6 100 100 100 95.7 88.3 932 975 

99,6 99.3 992| 99.6 90.7 93.5 92.5 95.6 

100975 100 99 81.3 89.2 89.4 95.6 

95.7 96.995 |e7 90 82.7 86.2 92 8 

92.2 97.1 93.1 981 79.9 88.5 83.6 

97-7 98:1 85.4 87.8 912 

971 99,3 963 99 83.4 883 83.5 

9528 99,9952 | 100 79.9 86.6 83.6 
987 9941992 994 82.6 87.8 85.5 90.3 

98. 98.4 991 81.2 84.2 83.9 88.5 

92.2973 91.1 80 4 83.7 83.9 87 

87.3 95.2 81.7 93.5 71.8 85.4 66.1 86.2 

91.4 94.7 93.9 96.1 62 84 64.2 86 

92.4 100 97.1 100 73 78.5 77.5 85.8 

93 98.3 97.7 95.6 82.6 77.3 84 842 

87.8 94.9 86.1 95.4 69.9 80.8 68.4 82.8 
88.9 91.8 90.2 94.2 64.7 71.6 74.6 

82 88.8 86 90.6 56.3 76.6 63.5 79.5 

916 89 92,1 92.6 76.1 76 78.9 77.6 
88.2 89.6 90. 91.8 80.5 77.4 

91.3 91.8 90.2 92.8 65.7 72.2 66.2 77.3 
90.8 Sikkim 92.2 94.8 94.3 65.9 69.8 73.5 771 

91.2 84.8 Rajasthan 90.8 86.6 78.6 72.6 78 76.9 

Gujarat 91.5 96.3 89 95 65.7 73 67.8 76.7 

Karnataka 100 95299.596A 73.6 70.7 79.3 76.5 

Bihar 

Girls 

INDIA 

Girls 

24192192 

74.4 

92 8 

923 

90.5 

90.5 

8l6 

Tabte 2: The table rarns the SE 

column based on the figures en n a . 

instance, Karnataka was rarzG numteiee 

column as all the 100 boys who Tare 
compleed upper primareduionn 

In Bihar, of the 100 girls who started schooling, only 40.3 completed 
secondary education in 2024 compared to 51..6 of them in 2019 

93 72.4 77.2 73.5 80.4 

3 

10 

1 

8 

9 

11 

5 

7 

Upper primary 

26 

28 

12 

30 

1 

29 

6 

1 

12 

11 

27 

21 

23 23 

9 

5 

1 

25 

27 

24 

26 

28 

29 

1 

Girls 

3 

12 

26 

11 

3 

21 

20 

37 

1 

12 
10 

2 

25 25 

22 

29 

6 

21 23 

1 

30 28 

28 

23 T 

52 

10 26 

29 

30 

Secondary 

11 S 

10 

2 

3 a 

22 

24 

Z9 

12 

S 

5 2 

23 

20 

Gis 

29 

25 

2 

2 

27 

7 

24 

30 29 

26 

a In the first column, Meghalaya is ranked last as 30th 
as of the 100 boys who started scthooling, only 73.6 
completed upper primary in 2019, the least among 
all States 

and Haryana. are also ConCerning 

Jharkhand 83.1 89.5 85.7 90.8 61 

Arunachal 79.2 87.1 79.9 88.4 42366. 49 702 
Assam 93.4 82.6 96788.7 62,6 S7A64.6 63.7 
Meghalaya 70.7 77.8 76.5 82.1 49.8 SA6 58.2 61 

78.6 65 81.1 65.4 S12 38.8 S1.6 40.3 

91.1 92.7 90.6 
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'UGC eases hiring~ 
contract teachers, 
opens V-C post to 
non-academics too 
ABHINAY A HARIGOVIND 
& RITIKA CHOPRA 
Nl:W DELHI. JANUARY 6 l

:;:E -~ Anew 
~ • flashpoint 

IN A MAJOR overhaul o[ the 
process or appomtment orlead­
r rs in higher education. the 
University Grants Commission 
(UGC)issued new rules Monday 
which eff eC11Vt'ly give Gove mo 1, 
in states broader powers 111 ap­
pointing Vice-Chancello1, and 
opened the position to 111dust1y 
expem and pubhc sector veter­
ans. thus breaking from the tra­
dition of selecting only academi­
cians. 

Accordtng to government 
sources. if approved as is. the 
new regulations will give 
Chancellors greater control over 
Vice-Chancellor selrc:tion. This 
"~II likely have significant ram­
ificanons for Oppos1non-ruled 
srates such as Tamil Nadu. Weg. 
Bengal. and Kerala. where the 
government and Governor ( who 
serves as Olancellor of state uni­
vrnitles) are ClJITenily lodced in 
disputes over the top academK 
appointment process. 

The new draft regulations -
titled 'University Grants 
'fmmlss,on (Minimum 

THE UGC'S draft nonns 
h,we s.ifely provided that 
Chancellors would gel to 
control the entire process 
of appomting V-0, in 
state universities. Some 
state governments led by 
non-BJP parties have al­
ready proposed that the 
CM - ,ind not the 
Governor. who is ap­
pointed by the Union 
government - should be 
the Chancellor. The new 
norms could become a 
new Hashpoint 

Qualifications for Appointment 
and Promotion or Teachers and 
Academic Staff in Universities 1 
and Colleges and Measures for 
Maintenance of Standards in 
Higher Education) Regulations, 
2025' - have also removed the 
cap on contract teacher appoint­
ments. 

The 2018 regulations had 
CONTINUEDONPAOE2 

(, UGC eases hiring con~act teachers 
limited such appointments to 10 
per cent of an institution's total 
r,mlity positions. 

pdct "he said. . 
O;her notable contnbuoons 

that will be considered are inno­
vative reaclung contribuoon, re­
search or teaching lab develop­
ment. consultancy or sponsore~ 
rese,irch runding as a pnnopd 
invest1g.itor or co-princip.i_l in­
vesng;itor. student internship or 
project superv1S1on. digitil con­
lenl creation for massive open 
online courses (MOOCs). com­
munity eng;igement and service, 
and a "startup", registered with 
the Registrar of Companies as ·a 
founding promoter. successfully 
raising funding through govern­
ment. angel or venture funds to 
support the stirtup." 

The new rules will be fi ­
nalised after the higher educa­
tion regulator receives publ ic 
[eedback on the draft. 

'1l1e Chancellor/Visitor shall 
constitute the Sea rch-cum­
SclectionCommitteecompnsing 
three experts," the nt'W regula­
tions Slate. F,1rtier. the regulations 
mentioned that the selection for 
the post of Vice-Chancellor 
should be through proper Iden­
tification by a panel of 3-5 per­
sons formed by a Search-cum­
Selection Committee but did not 
specify who would constitute the 
committee. 

According to a senior govern­
ment offici,11. there are at le,,st 
two Supreme Court Judgments 
that make the UGC regulations. 
especially those pertaining lo ac­
ademic appointments, applica-

Kumar said the subject ex­
perts in the selection committee 
for these hinngs will evaluate the 
notable contnbutions "in a tranS­
parent way as decided by these­
lection committee." 

1 ble to stlte universities as well. 
In other words, Governors in 

stueswhoareOlancellorsofstate 
universities now have more con­
trol O'lef the selection process and 
also have the final say on the v..:. 
appointment The draft guidelines 
alsowamthatnon-implementl­
lion may result in debarring an in­
stitution from participating in 
UGCsdlemesorfromofferingde­
~ progr.unmes. 

"Every time we revise UGC 
regulations, we try to make 
changes based on past experi­
ences. As rar as Vice-Chancellor 
appointments are concerned, 
we have tried ID make the selec­
tion process as clear as possible. 
leaving no room [or ambiguity," 
said a senior government ollici.11. 
When asked if the change was 
innuenced by the tussle be­
tween the Government and 
Governorsinsomestates,theor­
ficial said. 'The regulation does­
n't mention the Governor any­
where. Whoever is the 
Chancellor will appoint these­
lection committee." 

Another key change in the 
draft regulations is that univer­
sity Vice-Chancellors need not 
be professors, but can be individ­
ual s al senior levels in lndusny. 
public policy, public ,1<hnimstra­
tlon. or public sector undcnak­
lngs, going by tht• University 
Gr,1ntsC0111mls.slon's( UGC) 11rw 
drJ[I rcgul,ltlons on ,1ppoin1-
111en1 ,111d pro mot Ion of 1c,1chcr-. 
anrt ,1c,ul1•111ic s1,1fl In unlvcrsl­
t les ,incl rnllr•g,•s. 

A11111 hr , k, •v ~ h,ln1t1~ in 1hr 
cl1 ,1f1 r1·n11l .11i1111s I, th.u It clnt•, 
.,w,1 v wit h tlw Ar.,1t ll' 1111 c 
\', •, l'u1111,111cc lncll r.1tor, (/\Pl ) 
,y, tl'll'I- .1srorl' lh,11 <it ·1crn1lncs 
tl1r rl'cntlllllt'lll ,1,ul prn11111tinn 
0[1 c,1che1~ l~N•tl on 1~11 ,11m·1c1~ 
,nr.h ,ls puhlic:,11 Ion In Ju111 11 .11s. 
ln1l 1'dCI, "11111,1111,• rn11\ rlbuliun,· 
,1rr11~, nlnr l,1h•gorl11s ,lrl ' Ill he 
11111, 1tk•n•d rm l'l'C!llil11trnl ,111cl 
p11111111110111111,wh,·1,, l11d11clil11\ 
"ll •.u hl1\j\ ronl1il111110111 In lmll,111 
l,ll lf[l l,lfi' ' '' ,II It I "ii •,1rl 1h ui-h\1rn­
l 11g ,111rl 1c• sr,11 rh 111 h1dl,111 
K1111wh' tiw• Sy,1,•111,." 

/\tu)l(linx lo I IC( ( h,lll'lll,111 

: ~~•:gi::\::~ K~~li~\1i;:~~.:11'i~~~; 
I "he,ivlly 1clil'd on q11,11llil ,lllvc 
I lll('l[ICS, n'(illcillA,IC,lclClllkpl'r-
1 ronn,111Ce In 11uml'ric,1I sro1t·s." 
I "In I lw pn:viu11~ rr~ulmiuns. 
' c,1111tld,11 es were oft rn judged 

prl1n,1rlly on n11me1ic,1I cri1eri.1, 
such as Jour11,1i or conference 
puhl lc,ttion count s. The 2025 
rcgul,11 ion, dlscontlnur 1hr Al'l­
b,1,rd shorlllsl mg ,md ,1dopt ,, 
more qu,1lit,1livc ,1ppro.1eh. ,11-
lowing selection committees to 
mess ca ndiclJlrs hohslic,,lly 
based on their 1101~blrrnn11ibu­
rions Jnd bm.1der ,1C,1demic irn-

"The draft regulations ex­
pand the scope to identify lead­
ers who can navigate complex 
systems. foster innovation. and 
build meaningful collaborations 
between academia, industry, 
and society in alignment with 
the vision of NEP 2020. • he said. 

Earlier regulations issued in 
2018 had said that the V-C 
should be a "distinguished aca­
demician", with a minimum of 
ten years or experience as a 
Pro[essor in a University or ten 
years of experience "in a reputed 
research and/or academic ad­
ministrative organisation with 
proof of having demonstrated 
academic leadership." 

The new draft regulations s.rJ 
that the V.( candidate is to be a 
"distinguished person possessing 
high academic qualifications and 
demonstr.ued administrative and 
leadership capabilities", with a 
minimum of ten years of experi­
ence as a pro[essor in a higher ed­
ucational institutions. or at a sen­
ior level in reputed research or 
academic administrative organi­
sations. or at a senior level in in­
dustry, public administration. 
public policy and or pubhc sector 
undertakings. with ,1 ·proven 
tr,Kk record of significant aca­
demic or schol.11ty conmbutions. • 

Onclo111g,iw,1ywnh the capon 
,1ppo1111mcntsof co11tract te,1Cher, 
K11111.1r s.11d 11'1I 11 w.lS <lone ,iway 
With "lo ~ IVl' some ncx1billty to 
h1glwr ech1c,111on,1I i11Stit11tions 
m1t\l<lenng the fact th.11111 m,1ny 
,1.,tl' uniwr.-11\rs. then~ ,111' nlalW 
f.1rn liv v.1c.rnoes and they are 
11\1ki11)\c\fo11s 10 fill !hem up." 

"01 Kr I he st,llc ~owmments 
1111 up the v,,c,111Cles,contract b.1-
sls ,lppolntmcnts Ml' expected 
10 br less," he s.1ld. 

Tlw ~ener,11 comlitions for 
,1ppoi111m,·nt of tc,1chers in the 
llrW clr.,n l'l'~lll,111011s ,1lso s.1y 
th,ll 1ftlwr.111,hcl,ll,•\subj<'Ct ,11 
th,· llll(ll'rgl',lthl,11(' ur 110slgr.1d-
11,1t r lrw l 11 dirlerl'nl from the 
l'hn ,ubJrrt . till' 1',lllth(l,M will 
he l llllSi tkrccl (' ligihle [or ,lp­
puhll nwnt ,1s ,1 te,1chcr In the 
sub]t'ct In whlrh they obt,1ined 
1 h,· l'hD./\d,1111011.11\y, li'the can­
dlcl,lle's subjt'Ct ,ll the under­
gr,1du,11cor ll0St~r.uh1,1t\' level is 
,liff,Tl'lll [rum I heir subject in 
q11.11ifyin~ ex,,ms hke the NEf or 
SE\'. \'he C,ll1Clid,1te WIii be eligi­
ble for ,1p1xiintrncnt ,1s a t·e,1cher 
in the subject in which they 
qu,1iin,•d in these exams. The 
2018 regul,1tions did not m,,ke 
such S\Jl'Cific,1tions. 

·111\s is ,111 impo11.111t llcxibil­
ir y lo remove ri gicl subject 
bounda1ics ,md ,1llow farnlty aj}­
plic,mts to Ir ansition across dis­
ciplines. creating .1 more 11111lti­
disclplin,1ry em-system within 
university campuses as envis-
aged in NEP 2020," Kumar sairt . •----
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Why is there a drop in school enrolments? 
What does the data from the Unified District Information System for Education Plus reports tell us about student dropouts and school reduction? Why has the 

Ministry of Education said that 2022-23, 202324 UDISE t report data is not stricty comparable with the years belore i1? 

EXPLAINER 

Maitri Porecha 

The story so far: 
he total enrolment of students 

in schools across India studying 

from grade 1-12, dropped by 
over a crore in 2023-24 as 

compared to 2018-19. After a gap of two 
years, the Ministry of Education (MoE) 
released the Unifed District Information 
System for Education Plus (UDISE+) for 
2022-23, 2023-24 on December 30, 2024. 

What do the figures say? 

No 

Since 2012-13, when the MoE started 
maintaining UDISE+ data, it was believed 
that the total number of students studying 
in India were 26.3 crore. Till November 

22, 2022 when the 2021-22 data was 
released. the number hovered around 26 
crore, until last month, when the 2022-23 
data reflected enrolment at 25.18 crore, 
which bas further fallen to 24.8 crore in 
2023-24 (a drop of 6% or 1.22 crore 

How did such a drop happen? 
MoE officials in the UDISE+ reports have 
given a disclaimer that the UDISE+ reports 
of 2022-23 and 2023-24 are not strictly 
comparable to previous years reports 
because of a change in the 'methodology, 
of data collection. However, forner 
professor and HOD, Department of 
Educational Management Information 
System at Delhi-based NIEPA, Arun 
Mehta, said that the UDISE+ reports are 

silent on the sharp dip in total enrolment 
of students, and the dip in goverm1ment 
schools. The reports do not explain the 
reasons behind the dip. Only change in 
methodology of data collection is not 
reason enough," said Prof. Mehta, who 

has worked on UDISE reports for 15 years. 

What is the change in methodology? 
While the MoE claims that the exercise of 
individual data collection from each 
student, which incudes their Aadhaar 

Low numbers: Students go for school during a cold morning in Srinagar in November 2024. IMRAN NISSAR 

number, was implemented from 2022-23, 
Prof. Mehta said that a similar exercise 

was initiated in 2016-17 and went on for a 

year. "We had anticipated even back then 

that there was no way of verifying data 

that was sent by schools regarding the 
number of students studying in their 
facilities, and so for one year NIEPA had 

attermpted to collect individual student 

data with consent from the MoE. 

However, Over subsequent years this 
exercise was discontinued and restarted 

only in 2022-23," 

Comparable with previous years, upon 

reviewing the UDISE- 2022-23 report, 

Prof. Mehta noted that efhiency 

indicators like dropout, transition, and 

retention rates of students were 

computed depending on UDISE- 202A-22 

data. "Despite differences in data 

collection methodology, indicators, rates, 

and ratios rermain comparable as this 

reflects the situation at a specifc potnt of 

time, regardless of the methodology 

used," he says. Even after revamped data 

coll ollection methods were pur m P 

Prof. Mehta explains that the 
enrolment decline since 2022-23 can be 

attributed to the elimination of duplicate 
enrolments (of students changing schools, 

but their records being maintained at two 

or more places), inflated enrolment 
figures and so on. "The new data 
collection system suggests that previous 

enrolment figures were overestimated by 

5-6%. So what happened to these students 

who no longer reflect in UDISE data? 

Were they previously included for funding 

or incentive purpose like scholarships, 
free meals, text books and cash benefits? 

If so much how much funding was 
allocated to these students and was it 

effectively utilised?," he asks. 

there has been a decline in the 

of students between 2022-23 and 2023-24 

by 37 lakh. "The UDISE report is slent 

on this steep decline, nor is there an 

explanation for declining number of 

schools covered under UDISE; whether 

this decline of schools is due to merging 

or dosing down ofschools is not cdear, 

Prof. Mehta says. There is also a stark 

decrease in the number of schoos 

covered under UDISE+. There was a drop 

in the number of schools covered-fom 

15, 58, 903 (2017-18) to 14.7,891 (2023-24). 

a decline of 87,012 schools. Most of these 

schools are government-run, with 76.883 

lesser schools recorded in the latest 

2023-24 data. "MoE rmust furnish reasons 

for the decline of schools. Was this due to 

the shutting down and merger of schooks? 

and while shutting down schools, were 

the Right to Education norms of having 
one primary school within a kilomete 
followed?" Prof. Mehta said. 

For instance, in 2022-23, 232,515 crore 

(actual) was incurred under the Samagra 

Shiksha scheme, during the time when 
enrolment dropped (the latest figure 
reveals). In the curTent financial year of 

2024-25, the allocation under the scheme 

is higher at 37,010 crore. 

THE GIST 

How comparable is UDISE+ data of 
last years with 2022-23, 2023-24 data? 
While the MoE cautions that UDISE 
2022-23 and 2023-24 data is not 

MoE oficais in the DISE 

repors hze gen a disdaime 

tthat the UOSErepors 
202-23 and 2023-24 are not 

stricty comgaratle to prencus 

years repors because of a 

hange in te medocalog. 
of cata ollecior. 

T November 72 2012 wer 

he 2021-22 data was reea 
ecarcund 25 the rumDer hoveec 

rore. ungd lasTon, nen 

the 2022-23 cata relece 
enrolmet at 25 A core 

which has further falen 248 
corein 2023-24 

There s also a sn ÓeCeR 

n he numoe of sccois 
meed unge UDSE-. There 

wasa drop n heber 
schoois covered-om 5.S 
S03 2017-18) to 4,7L391 
2023-24),a decine of 87 0I2 

schoois 

Which States are the most afected? 

Jammu and Kashmir experienced the 
most decline in total schools, with a 

decline of 4,509 schoos, while in Assam 
4,229 schools reduced, and in Uttar 
Pradesh 2,967. Other affected States are 

Madhya Pradesh (2,170) and Maharashtra 
(1,368). "With the shuting down of 
schools, parents seek readmission of 
their children to another nearby school. It 
0s not an automatic transfer. Students 
drop out during this process, where 
parents are not comfortable seeking 
re-admission because of longer 
distances," said Prof. Mehta. 

students) as compared to earlier years. 
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7r sities , Let's trust our unive! 

FAIZAN MUSTAFA 

'TODAY, ALBERT EINSTEIN cannot be ap­
pointed as the Vice Chancellor (VC] of any 
University (at least in India) unless he fulfils 
the qualifications presaibed by University 
Grants Commission", obseived Madras High 
Court in Kalyani Mathivanan (2015). The 
Indian higher education sector is overregu­
lated and grossly underfunded. The New 
l:duc.ation fulicy (NEP) and the draft regula­
oons_ lltled "University Grants Commission 
(Mrrnmum Qualific.ations for Appointment 
andPromotionofTeachersandAcademicStalf 
in Universities and Colleges and Measures for 
Mamtenance of Standards in Higher 
EducatJon) Regulations, 2025" at least prom­
ISe to bnng m flexibility though the tighter 
govemmentlJ control has soll been retained. 

lf~rd University could appoint John 
Hood m 2005. who was a businessman and 
not a distinguished academic. why should 
Indian universities restrict their choice only to 
academicians? Our~ need a veJSl­
~ leader. not just a teadler. VCs. the heads 
and most visible symbols ofthe univeJsitysys­
tenare tD be appointed strictly in accordance 
with the UGC regulations. Not surprisingly ex­
pediency and not merit at times decide the 
choice. (.ongress governments generally pre­
ferred left-leaning~ and current dispensa­
tions naturally opt for the other extreme. 

The \C as the head of the university is ex­
pearrl tD function as a "bridge" between the 
adrninistratiYe and the academic wings. The 
qualific.itions ofvC for the fu:srtime were laid 
,dawn by UGC in 2010. As per the 2018 UGC 
R!gLUtions. the \C should bea Mdistinguished 
~cian. whtl a minimum of 10 years of 
experienc.e as professor in a university system 
or JO years of experience in an equivalent r»­
sition in a reputed rese.arch and/or academic 
administrative org,mi5<3 tion ·. Most VCs in 
India are academicians. yet not a single uni­
versityfinds .a place in me wood's mp JOO uni­
versities. 'Ne need ro make distinguished peo­
ple of a/1 fields eligible t.o become VCs. 

This is the 'Nelcome change rhat the new 
UGC reguJ.ations have proposed by making 
non-prof~sory eli?)ble forthe wvet.cd post., 
In addition to professors. any dlsringuished 
person at a senior level in Industry, public ad­
ministration, public policy and/or public sec­
tor undertakings with a proven track rerord ·-

UGC draft regulations 2025, though welcome, 
uphold a top-down model in selection ofVCs 

The government plays a 
crucial role in the 
appointment of the VCs and 
the autonomy of the 
university is given scant 
regard VCs in central 
universities are appointed by 
the President of India, the ex­
officio visitor of all central · 
universities, who generally 
acts on the advice of the 
Cen tr e. However, according 
to the SC judgment in Dr 
Prcmachandran Keezhoth 
(2023), he acts purely as a 
statutory authority under a 
particular university Act and 

not as constitutional head of 
state. In state universities, 
appointments ate miaB~ ti,y , 
the goverrionarely on his,· 
own except in 0tJpo8ition­
mlcd states. 

In ovil serv-

of significant academic or scholarly contribu-

d g
ood tenures. __ ,1 profes-

AMtJ ha wvn<)Will"'. . shah Ill lateral enu_.1 drnin1straove 
,ces, we do ~~1 be given high a • 

tion would now be eligible. . 
As a member of some 11 search commit­

tees, I faced the huge and difficult task of short­
listing c.andidates for the interaction from the 
hundreds of applicants. While the idea of 
inviting applications for such senior positions 
through newspaper advert isement brings 
more transparency and to some extent re­
duces the role of godfathers, it allows all and 
sundry to apply. The better option is to invite 
nominations from the current and fonnerVCs. 
public intellectuals, judges and leading pro­
fessors.They must be asked to write why they 
consider a particular person most suitable for 
that university. They should also give their as­
sessment of the nominee in terms of his lead­
ershipquahnes. "behef m teamwork". "plural­
ism",and "strongahgnment to consorunonal 
values" as these quahnes are now part of the 
prescribed gualific~tions for the post. One 
quality that we do not consider important 1s 
humility. A good VC should not be arrogant 
but humble. Unfortunately, hum,hty 1san un-
derrated leadership virtue. \ · 

sors toO sho the governrnent cial role in the 
p0s111ons i~e01rnent plays ad~e autonoTllY of 

111ego tofthevcsan regard-vcsincen­
appOlnun:tY isgtven scanted by the rres1dent 
the u~rs111es are appoint of all central uni­
rral u the eX--0ffiaovis1tor the advice of 
oflnd1a. who generally a~ on the SCJudg-
vers1nes, er accordrngto 
[he Centre- Howev I. dron Keezhoth (2023). 
ment m Dr rremac i:':tutory autho1ity under 
he acts purely as a s Act and not as constitu­
a part10.llar umvers11n state univers1ttes. ap­
nonal head of st1ted by the governor rarely 
pointments are ma e s1tton-ruled st1tes. 
onh1sownexceptmOppo nwealth Higher 

The 1996 Commo ervrce (CHEMS) 
Education _Managem:~; per cent of Asian 
found that m as many ted by the gov­
uruvers,oes, VCS were appom roval 
ernmentAddittonal\y. m 18 per cent. app 
from the government was required after thef 
unrvernty selected the VC.S. In just one-fifth 0 

cases - 27 per cent - umvers1ties had the 
True, several commissions had made rec­

ommendations on this issue. The Kothari 
Commission( 1964) said that "a vice-chancel-

right to pick their own VCs. . . . . . 
In contrast to Asian countnes. un~ersttles 

have been given freedom to choose their VCs 
in the West. Even in mafl'J places in Africa. <g:N­
ernmentsdo not have a decisive say. Each uni­
versity has its own distinctive identity and pe­
culiar problems. Therefore, ideally, universities 
should be free to choose their own VCs. 

. lor should be a person with vision and (have) 
qualities of academic leadership with ability 
for administration. He should command high 
respect arriong all sections of the society. The 
vice-chancellor should be a distinguished ac­
ademic..(who) has comrnitment to thevalues 
for which the universities stand ... He must 
have the ability to provide leadership to the 
university by his academic worth. adminis­
trative competence and moral stature." But is 
such a paragon found only amongst teachers? 

Ottr country has seen some prominent 
civil seivants leading the universities from the 
front. G Parthasarathy, a diplomat, was a suc­
cessfi.1I VC of Jawaharlal Nehm University. So 
was K R Narayanan who eventually became 
the President oflndia. Fonner vice-president 
Mohd Hamid Ansa1i too was a hugely sua:ess­
ful VC of Allgarh Muslim University. In fact. 
~IP,S ofN,-1µ'¥.Wo~SU~~ful ~ ~\l';.~11 
b~i~M~~t:s ~ll~h as

1~a'd~l!d\n 1\)at>ji,,Sye~ 
Ha&td, sYed Hashim Ali, M~hmoodltr 
Rehman· and Naseern Ahmad. General M A 
Zaki In Jamla Mlllia lslamia and General z U - ' ..... _ 

The draft regulations fall short of the ideal 
of giving universities autonomy in selecting 
theirVCs. The proposed three-member search 
committeehasonenomineeoftheUGCchair-
man and the other nominee of the chancel­
lor/visitor. The university's executive counc­
il/syndicate etc. will have the right to nomirate 
just one member. Ideally. three nominees 
should come from the university. one from 
UGC and the other from the President/Chief 
Justice as visit:or or the Governor as chance\lor. 

The top-down model is not great Let us 
trust our universities and give them a major 
say in choosing their VCs and let universities 
be student-centric, not VC--centric. 1 

' I • 1 ·• -, \ \ !( D\ ·JJ ' 

The writer is vice:chancellot of Chanciky, 
National low University, Potn 

Views a7 persor 
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DATA POINT 

Samba,; Parthasarathy 
Nltilca Francis 

I 

G overnment schools have 
notably improved in the 
prov1s1on of basic infras­

tructure facilities to students over 
the past 10 yea rs, and are almost 
on a par "~th private schools. data 
show. More than 80% of govern­
ment schools in India are 
equipped with fimctional elecoici­
ty, ramps. boys· and girls' toilets, 
hand...-ash, and libraries. 

Table 1 shows the shares of go­
vernment and private schools that 
provide various infrastructural 
amenities as mentioned in the lat­
es:t data released by the Unified 
Distria Information System for 
Education <UDISE•) , maintained 
by cbe Ministrv of F.ducation. 

Compared io 20!3-14, the share 
o f government s.chools providing 
fanc:tional elec:triciiy has doubled 
from 45% ID 90% in 2023-24 , while 
the ~ of those equipped with 
computer& has tnpk-d from 15% to 
51% m dle same pcnod. The share 
of g<JVeffilllent 6Chools having Li ­
brarlei; and ramps, and condua ­
lng medical d,eckups, has SUT· 

passed cha1 of pnv-dtt: schools 
eqwpped ,.,th the 63!Tle in W 24 . 

7'a.bw 2 showi; the wre of rural 
..nd urban foChools eqwppc,-d Wlfh 

V2JlOUli tnfrilSlrucn.ire f;,ciJluc:; ln 
21,14 ;,nil 2024 FadLitks wd1 as 
dnnnnv, wdlel , d .eorio1 y, func­
r.ion&J wilru,, llbr..rto , ramps, ..nd 
P~ ar,- ;,v-.il;,blr. In morr 
than 75% of rur..d .cJv,ut~ ,,cnrA In 
dfa In 2IJ24 

71,e ~ rt1)'1111,h,.,,... the gap 
bc!w...-n me .tw-c· ol rur.J isJid ur 
ban lldluol, tr, i,,-Jecl lnfrauuc 
1urt f4dlnk:~ h.u n;;.r,,,.,,,-d '/11•• 
1,h,arr (I{ ,w-..) £(1 JJ.,Vb wt:r /, l dJflf:A 

~nd rr•,cull<f media.,/ dll'r1'.upo /.;,, 
~ ,rp:-..ss,,d r1 il' t,.1 ,.,,,. ,J( w1i.n 
schooli with rhe t,;;mf' . fm nkJng 
wate r, 10Hi>1a, 1.il'1 •IV-), and 1Aay 
growids we re pr,JV!d,-d ln .11 /m rA r 
rhe samr slurt- of rumJ and w1i;v, 
schoolJ. ffowcwr, S£.lv,fJl1 /11 mr~J 

areas continue to lag in the availa· 
bllity of computers, rainwater har­
vesting systems, and internet con­
nection . 

Table 3 compares the availabil­
ity of select infrastructure facilities 
in 2013-14 and 2023-24. The data is 
provided for all major States 
across government and private 
schools. The greener the cell , the 
greater the percentage of schools 
(by management) with the facility 
and vice versa. 

Data show that the share of 
schools with a functional toilet fa­
cili ty has increased and is at least 
90% across all States in the latest 
year. \Vh.ile States such as Kerala, 
Tamil Nadu, Ptmjab, and Delhi 
have sustained their values, there 
has been a considerable improve­
ment in government and private 
schools in Bihar, Odisha , and West 
Bengal 

Compared to 2013-14, more 
schools have equipped themselves 
with functional electricity. A de­
cade ago , the share of government 
schools with functi onal elecoicity 
was less than 50% in States such as 
l:lihar, Madhya Pradesh , Odisha, 
Utur Pradesh , and West Bengal. 
The share has increased close to 
80% and above in all these States. 

Howe'Ver, the avallabillty of 
computers Is higher among priv­
ate schools compared to govern­
ment !,chools. P.xcept for Kerala 
"'he,<,<; figw-es have always been 
alx,w 90',r,, th,, ~hare of govcrn­
lTll.:111 &chools having compu1 ers Is 
al::,,,v,o Pf/1,, onJy In six Olher Stmes. 

TI1e ~har e of Jl(Nernmcnt 
sch,,ols PQuipp<~d whh cnmputers 
1s i;dU as l<JW a~ 12% in Bil,ar, I!)% In 
\l,lt-s1 ll<·n.g;.J, a11d 2<fi<, In Uua, I'm• 
d ,~ h 11,,..,11-..n, Chha1tlsg;,rh, 
fha rlrJ1;,nd , lfary;. na, anr/ Odlbha 
haw 1.huwn a ,n.sldf·rnhle imprr,v,•­
,,,,.,u u ,,np,,rc-d tn 2013-14 . 

1111 ,•t(•i! lngly, l'IJP u1hles iurn 
w!..-11 w,. look at lltf' sha re of' 
.,-1,,,.,,1, w11h rhc avn llahtl ll y of 
'"'"/>' M,,,.. ypwmmcur acf1uol1 
are •·•1uJ11J>f•d wlrh 111mps rrn11· 
f)• H•ff 1,, private IIChtlQIJ . 'fhc 
f ll'l ld I,» f)(•t>n 111MJ In zm:1 M f!J 

wt'II , 11111 Jusr Jrr 1hr, lru.esr :t1•ar. 

Report card 
The data for the charts 
were sourced from Unified 
District Information System 
for Education Plus (UDISE+) 
Reports of 2013-14 and 
2023-24, released by the 
Ministry of Education 

Acln1 111 testis Students In 
a public school at Laggere in 
Bengaluru in May 2024. 

The table shows the shares 
The table shows the share of rural 

of government and private 
and urban schools equipped w ith 

Table 1 schools that provide various 
Table2 various infrastructure facilities in 

infrastructural amenities (in %) 2014 and 2024 (in%) 

Government Private Aural Urban 

14' 24' 14' 24' Runol/Urban 14' 24' 14' 24' 

Functional electricitv 44 90 80 92 Functional electricitv 47 88 85 96 

Functional toilet 86 96 91 96 AvallablUtv of comouter 19 53 52 77 

Functional bovs' toilets 77 90 BB 96 Functional toilet lacilitv 86 95 91 97 

Functional el rls' toilets Bl 93 90 95 Functional bovs' toilet 78 89 BO 91 

Avai\abili tv of ram ps 65 85 35 59 Functlo~al eirl s' toilet Bl 93 85 94 

Availabili ty of com outer 15 51 51 76 Internet 5 50 21. 73 

Rainwater harvesti n~ 2 26 10 34 Medical checkuo 63 76 64 71 

Internet 3 46 19 74 Plaveround 66 81 73 87 
Medical checkup 66 Bl 57 59 Rainwater harvestin"' 3 27 10 36 
Handwash 39 95 55 96 Llbrarv 76 89 81 89 
Library 78 93 72 82 Availability o/ ramps 59 78 45 71 

Table J : 'The greener the The table compares the availability ~f seltt:t Infrastructure bcillties in 2013-14 and 2023 24 
~~~~~= !~~~~~e•~a::;~ In The data Is orovided for all major States across eovemment and orivate schools (in %) - · 

contrast ,cellscolouoedoed Functlonaltolttt Functional Avaltabltityof A llab"Uty f 
lnd lc.otelosser%ofschools faclll tv •lectrtcltv comouten va ram'ps 

0 

with lhe laclll ty Govt Private Govt Prfvm Govt Private Govt Private 

~~:.:o;radesh· 14' 24~ 14' 24 ' 14' 24' 14' 14' 14' 24 ' 14 ' 24 ' 14' 24 ' 14' 24' 

_Blh_a_r -- 61 '•• 68 fl ,·, 87 " '' (I• 80 66 - • 48 ~t 90 

Chhottlsearh : " : ;:.,, ~: : !~ ~7 
: 36 68 60 55 33 35 ! 

Delhi __ 11"•\J n,, 'r.1i_l ,1,. H ' l'(i"-l \·· , 1:7_, 39 ~.3, 66 83 ~; 50 
G j .• , .• "' ~ 76 ,, ,, 91 I ' 91 ' "· '~ ~ :, ., , 

u ari'!!_ '""-' 'J ,• H•.11 ~1• • \1', I H• ,l 11 69 .1 87 , t · 

Hory•no rJ I~ ' , I{,,, i., ,1 )j I , , I· 40 52 
Mlmachnl l l.l 84 73 84 47 56 
Jharkhan<t - ~ , , ~,•.• 85 I • t i"l1 40 78 68 ll •I 27 

l<Arnatalui m.:r l. 7 J;J ,_ 70 ' :, tr ·-;:77, l -;s:;:6-t-;;:90:-t- 45=:--+-=--+-.:.2+~'-

Ko••'• 10 ~ ~l ~ -1: - OI- ~-;-- ' ~; ll~ 
68
91 1~ 1 

79 ~ \ ;~ 

" •dliy• ,,,.,1.,1, oo _02 11 os N R2 s1 ~ 77 '\ s1 
rA,11110 ,hff • l..li-. 04 . , 9; 81 - 97 f·, 37 41 49 78 62 iJ ~6 80 

0,11.... 1- '° I ~it.:il ...!L . - 1- Oil 57 73 ss ) II 92 ., 42 86 

~unja l, I.id _ _:_ jl:fl ,., ,ll'\•, .. , , Jg ,5\ •~ 31 81 66 ) ~~ 89 

ij•11""1" ..:...1 8i _ , __ oo _ Jn so 83 1 .,11 , .. , 
87 S4 89 2s 56 

f•mlltl•du lii HJ •- - 1.,._. 38 47 1 I 111 , .J ... • ' •9 80 51 76 31 56 
lJ ll it1 11,,,lu h - ., 72 86 .__,;_,:_____ 
11,.,.,.u,.11., ,.

1 
-1 u~ l..!l ag 61 11 - ~ - 88 ....lJ ,,,,, n 

• p I • 91 01 61 OR - 70 - 29 ,:'I" 56 ~4 90 c, 5' 
Wu ! u, .-w,1 J I ff:'-,, ~ i- -- ll ..,., "' , ~ . a 1.1)',!A a, ,. ,. I- 6) ,._GS t .. 87 1..JL .!_II_ 59 tl5 I •• ' 
1D'Hd•••h1dud,u111011b•11frw~11<1h,il>ri1d I UJ "'if.i" 49 - --1--4!... SJ 

., l flll(I , .,1a 1\ijdlld lo, 1h 11 . ll~d o l ron,pa11,o, 58 S5 '\ ~ 
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Vijay Sethupathi Pay Commissions Abhishek Bachchan Saif Ali Khan Cat Breeds Maha Kumbh MelaIN TRENDS:

Uttarakhand's First Modern Madrasa to Offer NCERT Curriculum,

Sanskrit as Optional Subject

Agency: PTI

Last Updated: January 19, 2025, 16:33 IST

Students from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for consolidated education, the chairman said. (Representative/File Photo)

The Uttarakhand Waqf Board has set up the state’s first modern madrasa offering general

education under the NCERT curriculum with Sanskrit as an optional subject besides Arabic.

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed by the board at a cost of around

Rs 50 lakh and will commence classes from the next academic session in March,

Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.

Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed by the board at a cost of around Rs 50 lakh and will

commence classes from the next academic session in March, Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams

said.

1/27/25, 2:43 PM Uttarakhand's First Modern Madrasa to Offer NCERT Curriculum, Sanskrit as Optional Subject

https://www.news18.com/education-career/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum-sanskrit-as-optional-subject-9194334.html 1/1560

https://www.news18.com/movies/vijay-sethupathi-says-arvind-swamy-should-be-made-to-stand-outside-during-his-interview-hes-spoiling-9193248.html
https://www.news18.com/business/rs-55-in-1946-to-rs-18000-in-2014-how-7-pay-commissions-have-shaped-salaries-in-80-years-ws-ab-9191920.html
https://www.news18.com/movies/abhishek-bachchan-on-bachchan-surnames-legacy-i-hope-my-daughter-aaradhya-can-respect-9192864.html
https://www.news18.com/movies/saif-ali-khan-attack-stabbing-case-latest-news-accused-mohammed-aliyan-arrested-thane-mumbai-police-bandra-cctv-lilavati-hospital-liveblog-9193945.html
https://www.news18.com/lifestyle/5-calmest-cat-breeds-visual-story-2761893/
https://www.news18.com/kumbh-mela/
https://www.news18.com/agency/pti.html
https://www.news18.com/sports/australian-open-2025-novak-djokovic-sinks-jiri-lehecka-to-sails-into-quarters-9194293.html
https://www.news18.com/cricket/they-are-tigers-suresh-raina-backs-virat-kohli-rohit-sharma-ahead-of-champions-trophy-9194326.html


The madrasa is located at the Muslim Colony near the railway station in Dehradun, he said.

Shams said of about 10 madrasas located in the areas around the colony, this madrasa, has

been improved with infrastructure, including well-equipped classrooms, furniture,

computers and smart boards.

Students from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for consolidated education, the

chairman said.

He said the Waqf Board plans to modernize eight to 10 madrasas in the state by the end of

the year and the smaller madrasas in the surrounding areas will be merged into a central

facility located at the best location.

He said, “This will streamline the management and the Waqf Board will be able to use the

vacant properties to increase its income." Students from these madrasas will study general

subjects under the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) syllabus

in the morning while the evenings will be reserved for for religious eduction, including

Quran, teachings of Prophet Muhammad or texts related to Lord Ram, as per their choice, he

said.

The chairman said, "Our aim is to create a beautiful India where all children get equal

education and equal opportunity to progress." The Waqf board will provide free education,

uniforms and books to students in these modernized madrasas, he added.

For the first time an ex-army personnel will be recruited as physical education instructors to

ensure student’s fitness and instill patriotism. Teachers for Sanskrit will also be appointed,

Shams said.
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A total of 419 madrasas are registered in Uttarakhand of which the Waqf Board currently

runs 117 madrasas.

The focus is to have to have few madrasas that provide high quality education, Shams said,

adding that the presence of so many madrasas in the state is as unnecessary.
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He acknowledged that some members of the Muslim community have opposed the

modernization initiative, urging the Waqf Board to use the word "school" instead of

“madrasas".

Talks are underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to bring all madrasas under

the Waqf Board’s management for uniform functioning, Shams said.

(This story has not been edited by News18 staff and is published from a syndicated news

agency feed - PTI)
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Uttarakhand's first modern madrasa to offer NCERT curriculum
Uttarakhand has 419 registered madrasas, 117 of which are now operated by the Waqf Board.

By India Today Research Bureau

Image by Freepik

Jan
20,
2025

Share  (whatsapp://send?
text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-
detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-
to-offer-ncert-curriculum)


(https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?
u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-

 (http://twitter.com/share?
url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-
detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-
madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum)

 (https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in)

1/27/25, 2:41 PM Uttarakhand's first modern madrasa to offer NCERT curriculum

https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum 1/564

https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/
javascript:
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/subscribe-magazine
https://www.mdraonline.com/
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/full-rankings
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-list
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/best-emerging-colleges
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/jobs-in-demand
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/exam-list
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-list
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-list
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-to-offer-ncert-curriculum
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/


detail/uttarakhands-first-modern-madrasa-
to-offer-ncert-curriculum)

The Uttarakhand Waqf Board is launching the state’s first modern madrasa offering general education under the NCERT curriculum,

with Sanskrit as an optional subject alongside Arabic. The state government plans to introduce the NCERT curriculum in an attempt

to improve the registered madrasas in the state.

This first modern madrasa is located in the Muslim Colony, near the Dehradun railway station. Out of roughly ten madrasas in the

colony's vicinity, this one has been upgraded with infrastructure such as well-equipped classrooms, furniture, laptops, and

smartboards, the Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.

The chairman also announced that students from adjacent madrasas would be brought here for consolidated education. The Waqf

Board allegedly intends to modernize eight to ten madrasas in the state by the end of the year, consolidating smaller madrasas in

neighbouring regions into a central facility in the best location.

Students at these madrasas will study general subjects from the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)

syllabus in the morning, while the evenings will be reserved for religious education, such as the Quran, Prophet Muhammad's

teachings, or texts related to Lord Ram, according to their preferences.

“We aim to create a beautiful India where all children get equal education and equal opportunity to progress.” The Waqf board will

provide free education, uniforms and books to students in these modernized madrasas, Shams added. For the first time, ex-army men

will be hired as physical education instructors in madrasas to assure student fitness and encourage patriotism.

The focus is on having a few madrasas that give high-quality education, according to Shams, who also believes that the state's large

number of madrasas is unneeded. He noted that certain sections of the Muslim community have resisted the modernization initiative,

encouraging the Waqf Board to adopt the term "school" rather than "madrasas".

Talks are also underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to bring all madrasas under the Waqf Board's control to ensure

uniform operation.
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New Delhi  – The Korean International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) signed its first bilateral Exchange of Notes between the Embassy of Republic of Korea and the

Ministry of Finance, Department of Economic Affairs (DEA), Government of India. This agreement reflects a shared commitment to fostering mutual growth and

advancing sustainable development between Korea and India.

The Exchange of Notes was formally signed by Ambassador Lee Seong-ho, Korean Ambassador to India and Ms. Manisha Sinha, Additional Secretary, Ministry of

Finance. The signing ceremony was attended by dignitaries, including Mr. Sang Woo Lim, Minister, Ms. Hyesoo Jee, Second Secretary of the Korean Embassy and Mr.

Woochan Chang, Country Director of KOICA and Ms. Geetu Joshi, Economic Advisor; Mr. Navjot Singh, Deputy Secretary; and Ms. Anisha Xaxa, Undersecretary

from Ministry of Finance, Government of India, Ms. Anu Jain, Joint Director, Ministry of Education and Dr Dinesh Saklani Director, NCERT.

Ambassador Lee Seong-ho emphasized KOICA’s dedication to empowering India’s youth through cutting-edge skill development initiatives. “KOICA has introduced

several programs to educate and upskill the youth, preparing them to meet the evolving demands of Industry 4.0,” he remarked.

One such flagship initiative is the TVET Mechatronics Project, developed in collaboration with the National Council of Educational Research and Training

(NCERT). This program equips students with advanced technical skills, aligning with the requirements of a dynamic and rapidly changing job market.

Ambassador Lee further highlighted KOICA’s strategic focus on integrating technical training with education and healthcare. “By leveraging future-ready technology

skills, we aim to enable the youth to thrive in a competitive global environment. Collaborative efforts with academic institutions are critical to building these

competencies,” he said.

He also underscored the transformative potential of the Exchange of Notes. “This marks the beginning of a deeper collaboration between our two nations. As the

project progresses, we look forward to the active engagement of more stakeholders in this journey of shared development.”

This agreement signals a growing partnership between India and Korea, reinforcing their dedication to sustainable development, skill enhancement, and technological

innovation.

Korean Government Through KOICA Usher In The Bilateral Exchange Of Notes With The Government

Of India
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Uttarakhand’s madrasa to offer
NCERT curriculum, Sanskrit as
optional subject
Students from these madrasas will study general subjects under NCERT syllabus in
the morning while the evenings will be reserved for religious education.

News /  Education /  Uttarakhand's madrasa to offer NCERT curriculum, Sanskrit as optional subject
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The Uttarakhand Waqf Board has set up the state’s first modern madrasa offering

general education under the NCERT curriculum with Sanskrit as an optional subject

besides Arabic. Dr APJ Abdul Kalam Modern Madrasa has been developed by the

board at a cost of around Rs 50 lakh and will commence classes from the next

academic session in March, Uttarakhand Waqf Board Chairman Shadab Shams said.

The madrasa is located at the Muslim Colony near the railway station in Dehradun,

he said.

Shams said of about 10 madrasas located in the areas around the colony, this

madrasa, has been improved with infrastructure, including well-equipped

classrooms, furniture, computers and smart boards.

Students from the nearby madrasas will be brought here for consolidated

education, the chairman said.

ADVERTISEMENT

Young boys read the Quran at a Madrasa. (Representative image b Prashant Nadkar)
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He said the Waqf Board plans to modernize eight to 10 madrasas in the state by the

end of the year and the smaller madrasas in the surrounding areas will be merged

into a central facility located at the best location.

He said, “This will streamline the management and the Waqf Board will be able to

use the vacant properties to increase its income.” Students from these madrasas

will study general subjects under the National Council of Educational Research and

Training (NCERT) syllabus in the morning while the evenings will be reserved for

religious education, including the Quran, teachings of Prophet Muhammad or texts

related to the Lord Ram, as per their choice, he said.

The chairman said, “We aim to create a beautiful India where all children get equal

education and equal opportunity to progress.” The Waqf board will provide free

education, uniforms and books to students in these modernized madrasas, he

added.

For the first time an ex-army personnel will be recruited as physical education

instructors to ensure student’s fitness and instill patriotism. Teachers for Sanskrit

will also be appointed, Shams said.
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A total of 419 madrasas are registered in Uttarakhand of which the Waqf Board

currently runs 117 madrasas.

The focus is to have to have few madrasas that provide high-quality education,

Shams said, adding that the presence of so many madrasas in the state is as

unnecessary.

He acknowledged that some members of the Muslim community have opposed the

modernization initiative, urging the Waqf Board to use the word “school” instead of

“madrasas”.
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Talks are underway with Chief Minister Pushkar Singh Dhami to bring all madrasas

under the Waqf Board’s management for uniform functioning, Shams said.
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Raipur: Hundreds of terminated B Ed

qualified assistant teachers from the

tribal-dominated Bastar and Surguja

divisions marched towards the state

capital on Sunday, entering the 36th

day of their ongoing protest. These

teachers, who were employed in govt

primary schools, lost their jobs following

a court order that deemed their appointments illegal. The demonstration that

started at 2:30 pm on Sunday at Telibandha Lake continued until late in the

evening.

The teachers, accompanied by their parents, embarked on a journey to Raipur,

aiming to garland the statue of Dr Bhim Rao Ambedkar at Ghadi Chowk. However,

they were intercepted by police at Telibandha Lake en route.

This incident marks a significant escalation in the teachers' protest against their

termination. The teachers, many of whom incurred significant financial burdens

and emotional distress due to loss of job, are demanding resolution to the ongoing

employment crisis.

The termination of these teachers stems from a High Court ruling that declared

the appointment of B Ed graduates as primary school teachers illegal. This ruling

left 2,896 teachers unemployed, facing an uncertain future. The teachers argue

that they were hired through a proper selection process and that their termination

is unjust and detrimental to the education system in the tribal regions. They

demanded reinstatement in their respective teaching positions or adjustment in

the school education department where over 33,000 posts are lying vacant.
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The termination of these teachers has not only impacted the individuals involved

but also raised concerns about the quality of education in tribal areas. The loss of

experienced teachers could have a significant negative impact on the learning

outcomes of students in these regions, according to the striking teachers Kunal

Pratap Singh, Praveen Kumar Bhoyar, Suryakant Rawte, Banshi Kashyap, Sanjay

Netam, Sadhna Paikra, Mohini Shrimali, Chonhanti Bada, Kusum Sidar, and

Baleshwar Dwivedi.

Meanwhile, Additional District Magistrate, Devendra Patel, who was present at the

venue, told TOI that the administration would wait and watch while ensuring law

and order as one side of the road was blocked. "Fortunately, it is Sunday and

there is not much traffic rush, otherwise it would have been difficult to manage.

There are thousands of teachers staging a demonstration, and we have to arrange

for sufficient number of vehicles to transport them to other locations," he said.
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Budget 2025 expectations: Here's what India's education sector
wants from the Govt
Budget 2025 expectations: Department of School Education & Literacy received Rs 73,498 crore from the government, marking an overall jump
of Rs 12,024 crore (19.56%) in the FY 2024-25 from RE 2023-24. Modi Government allocated the highest ever funds for the Autonomous Bodies
of KVS & NVS - Rs. 9,302 crore and Rs. 5,800 crores respectively.

ARTICLE
HIGHLIGHTS

Department of School
Education & Literacy
received Rs 73,498
crore in Union Budget
2024.

This was the highest
ever allocation for
Department of School
Education & Literacy.

Autonomous Bodies of
KVS & NVS - Rs. 9,302
crore and Rs. 5,800
crores respectively, in
the previous budget.

Budget 2025 expectations:The Modi Government announced signficant amount for the education
sector in Union Budget 2024. Department of School Education & Literacy received Rs 73,498 crore
from the government (highest ever), marking an overall jump of Rs 12,024 crore (19.56%) in the FY
2024-25 from RE 2023-24. With this, Modi Government also came up with multiple schemes for the
students.

Union Budget 2024 for education sector

In Union Budget 2024, the Modi Government allocated the highest ever funds for the Autonomous
Bodies of KVS & NVS - Rs. 9,302 crore and Rs. 5,800 crores respectively. Apart from that, previous
budget witnessed multiple schemes announced by the government for students.
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However, as per Waseem Javed, Founder&CEO, EduVib, with over 13.35 lakh Indian students studying
abroad in 2024, India urgently needs to create a supportive and streamlined ecosystem for
international education. As FM Nirmala Sitharaman will present the Budget 2025 in few days, here's
what industry experts expect from the upcoming Union Budget 2025.

RELATED NEWS

Budget Expectations 2025 Study Abroad: Govt should consider lowering TCS rate for student
remittances - What experts seek from FM

Budget expectations for education sector

Sujatha Kshirsagar, President - Career Launcher said, the Union budget 2025 "must aim to touch 5
percent in order to help leapfrog towards Amritkaal goals.

"We urge the government to prioritize increased funding for STEM research and innovation, as well as
introduce targeted subsidies for international students studying in India, which would position the
country as a global education hub," said Kshirsagar.

"A focus on simplifying processes and making financial support more accessible could greatly benefit
students and their families, enabling Indian talent to excel on a global platform,” said Javed.

Budget 2025 expectations

On the other hand, Vinu Warrier, Managing Partner & Founder, eduVelocity added, "the exciting new
development in the last Budget was providing financial support for loans up to Rs 10 lakh for higher
education in domestic institutions. However, there is still a need for a FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid- that US students take advantage of) type financial infrastructure wherein,
through a mix of banks & insurance companies, in the form of grants, work-study programs, etc.,
students and families can navigate the deficit between what they can afford for higher education and
the actual cost of attending a world-class university."

RELATED NEWS

“Influential personalities of India thriving in their field”

"The need of the hour in India is a nationwide financing scheme that includes grants, loans, low or
zero-interest financing options, as well as work-study options across both the public and private
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On Tuesday, January 21, the National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) Director Dinesh Saklani reaffirmed

that the new National Education Policy (NEP) guarantees that Board

exams for students in Classes X and XII would take place exactly as

scheduled, with no modifications.
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Adding more, Saklani said that these examinations will remain

unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding their future.

According to Odisha TV, he stated, "There is no need for any

confusion regarding the Board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the

policy,"  stated Jagran Josh.

Another chance

Exams for Classes V and VIII students are intended to help them prep

for the move to secondary school. Saklani further added that children

who do poorly in these tests will be given another chance,

demonstrating a flexible attitude to assist pupils in getting better and

preparing for more difficult academic stages.

Saklani also went into detail about the NEP's 5+3+3+4 educational

framework, which has two secondary education phases: Classes IX

and X in the first phase and Classes XII in the second, stated Jagran

Josh.

National workshop

At a three-day national workshop on the implementation of NEP

2020 in Odisha, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan gave

a presentation that focused on the National Curriculum Framework

(NCF), which aims to transform the nation's educational system. 
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no room for confusion: NCERT
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NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani confirms Class 10 and 12 board exams will continue unchanged under the New Education Policy,

ensuring no confusion. A three-day National Workshop on NEP 2020 implementation in Odisha highlights curriculum reforms.

READ LATER

NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani
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There is provision for the conduct of board examinations for class 10 and class 12 students under the new National

Education Policy (NEP). The policy explicitly states that these examinations will proceed without any alteration, said
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Director of the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), Dinesh Saklani on Tuesday.

For students in Class 5 and Class 8, examinations are designed to prepare them for the transition into secondary

education. According to Saklani, a second chance will be available for those who do not perform satisfactorily on

these exams. This reflects a considerate approach, allowing students an opportunity to improve and ready

themselves for further academic challenges.

Saklani reassured, "There's no need for any confusion regarding the board examinations, as it's clearly mentioned in

the policy." 

Also Read: NEP 2020: Odisha fixes age limit for admissions in class 1; primary schools to set up additional pre-school

The NCERT Director’s remarks aim to dispel doubts and affirm the stability and continuity of the examination system

for these crucial academic stages.

According to the NCERT Director, there is 5+3+3+4 structure and there are two phases in secondary where there is

9 and 10 in the first and 12th in the second phase.

Meanwhile, a three-day National Workshop on the implementation of NEP 2020 in Odisha was held today.

Union Education Minister said that already the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) to revolutionise our education

has been unveiled. The NCF will serve as the basis for Odisha’s State Curriculum Framework.  

NCERT will have to ensure that the curriculum, syllabus and teaching-learning material is fully contextualised to

Odisha’s civilisational and cultural ethos, history, heritage and knowledge traditions. Moreover, the State Curriculum

Framework will be a true embodiment of ‘Odia Asmita.’

On Monday, the Odisha School and Mass Education Department had issued a notification clarifying the age regarding

admissions into class 1.
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Advertisement
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As per the notification, the age of the child for admission in Class 1 shall be 6+ years as of 1st September of that

academic year.

For the academic year 2025-26 onwards, all primary schools will open an additional Pre-school class called "Sishu

Vatika'. In the pre-school class, children in the age group of 5-6 years will be admitted for pre-preschool education.

NCERT
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NEP 2020: Curricula of Class X, XI remains intact, says NCERT Director

Published By : Prasanta Dash | January 21, 2025 5:56 PM

Share   

Bhubaneswar, January 21: While the National Education Policy(NEP)- 2020 is going to be implemented across the nation in
view of formulating life-centered and relevant curricula as per the nation needs, Director of National Council of Educational
Research & Training (NCERT) Dinesh Saklani has cleared the air on the amendment of curricula of Class X and Class XI.

Underlining the key points of the National Curriculum Framework ahead of the full-fledged implementation of the NEP 2020,
during a three-day National Workshop   in Odisha’s Bhubaneswar on Tuesday, Saklani said that the board examinations for
class 10 and class 12 students under the new National Education Policy (NEP),will continue as it is. There will be no explicit
alteration in both of the pivotal exams now, as the NEP 2020 has no such provision on it.

There is not at all any confusion regarding the board exams or any change of the curriculum for the Class 10 and Class 12
students for the time being, he added.

Worth mentioning, the NCERT Director is all set to work out on ensuring a fully contexualized curriculum, syllabus and   up-to-
date teaching-learning materials for the states in line with the NEP-2020. 
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Srinagar, Jan 22: The new National Education Policy (NEP) ensures that board
examinations for Class 10 and Class 12 students will proceed as planned,
without any changes, clarified Dinesh Saklani, Director of the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), on Tuesday.

Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest
any confusion regarding their future. “There’s no need for any confusion
about the board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy,” he said, as per
Odisha TV.

For students in Class 5 and Class 8, exams are designed to prepare them for the
transition to secondary education. Saklani further noted that those who do not
perform well in these exams will be given a second chance, reflecting a flexible
approach to help students improve and gear up for more challenging academic
phases.

Additionally, Saklani elaborated on the 5+3+3+4 education structure outlined
in the NEP, which includes two phases in secondary education—Grades 9 and
10 in the first phase, and Grade 12 in the second phase.

Meanwhile, in Odisha, a three-day National Workshop on the implementation
of NEP 2020 was held, where the Union Education Minister highlighted the
unveiling of the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) aimed at
revolutionizing the country’s education system.

Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding
their future.
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Classes 10 and 12 Board Exams to Proceed as

Planned Under NEP: NCERT Director

By VIDHEE TRIPATHI

JAN 22, 2025, 18:32 IST

REGISTER FOR RESULT UPDATES

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) Director Dinesh Saklani reaffirmed

on Tuesday that the new National Education Policy (NEP) guarantees that board exams for students in

Classes 10 and 12 would take place exactly as scheduled, with no modifications.

Pragatisheel Punjab Sanskriti University CFA Institute SRM University SSC GD 2025 Vande Bharat Padma Awar
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NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani confirmed on Tuesday that under the new National Education Policy

(NEP), board exams for Classes 10 and 12 will continue as planned without any changes. His

statement clears up any doubts about the future of these exams.
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Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding

their future. According to Odisha TV, he stated, "There is no need for any confusion regarding the

board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy."

Failed Students to be Given Another Chance

Exams for Class 5 and Class 8 students are intended to help them get ready for the move to secondary

school. Saklani further added that children who do poorly on these tests will be given another chance,

demonstrating a flexible attitude to assist pupils in getting better and preparing for more difficult

academic stages.

Saklani also went into detail about the NEP's 5+3+3+4 educational framework, which has two

secondary education phases: Grades 9 and 10 in the first phase and Grade 12 in the second.

Related Stories

NEP 2020 will Transform the Education System

At a three-day National Workshop on the implementation of NEP 2020 in Odisha, the Union Education

Minister gave a presentation that focused on the National Curriculum Framework (NCF), which aims to

transform the nation's educational system. 
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E-PaperTRENDING NOW

Magotra, Mir, Lobzang conferred Padma ShriIndia Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for
NCERT’s Technical Cooperation project

NEW DELHI, Jan 22: India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange of notes for the technical

cooperation project titled ‘Strengthening Vocational Education and Training in Mechatronics in India’.

The project will be implemented in collaboration with Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) of

Government of Republic of Korea, a finance ministry statement said on Wednesday.

This is the first project being implemented with the assistance of KOICA in India, it said.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of vocational education and training in

mechatronics in India and will be implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE), Bhopal,

it said.

The institute will help build environment to pilot education in mechatronics by preparing curriculum,

textbooks, teacher’s manual and equipment.

The project will help build capacity of teachers in mechatronics while also facilitating networking between

industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India’s Official Development Assistance (ODA)partner for development

cooperation in October 2016, it said.

The bilateral relationship between the two countries was upgraded to ‘Special Strategic Partnership’ in 2015, it

said.

Signing of the exchange of notes for the NCERT project will further consolidate and strengthen the special

strategic partnership between India and Korea, it added. (PTI)
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India, Korea sign pact for exchange o
notes for NCERT's Technical
Cooperation project
India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange of notes for the technical

cooperation project titled 'Strengthening Vocational Education and Training in Mechatroni

in India'. The project will be implemented in collaboration with Korea International

Cooperation Agency (KOICA) of Government of Republic of Korea, a finance ministry

statement said on Wednesday.

New Delhi, India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange

of notes for the technical cooperation project titled 'Strengthening

Vocational Education and Training in Mechatronics in India'. The project

will be implemented in collaboration with Korea International
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The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a
basis of vocational education and training in mechatronics

in India and will be implemented by NCERT at the
Regional Institute of Education (RIE), Bhopal, it said.

Cooperation Agency (KOICA)

of Government of Republic of

Korea, a finance ministry

statement said on

Wednesday.

This is the first project being implemented with the assistance of KOICA

in India, it said.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of

vocational education and training in mechatronics in India and will be

implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE),

Bhopal, it said.

The institute will help build environment to pilot education in

mechatronics by preparing curriculum, textbooks, teacher's manual and

equipment.
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The project will help build capacity of teachers in mechatronics while

also facilitating networking between industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India's Official Development

Assistance (ODA)partner for development cooperation in October 2016,

it said.

The bilateral relationship between the two countries was upgraded to

'Special Strategic Partnership' in 2015, it said.

Signing of the exchange of notes for the NCERT project will further

consolidate and strengthen the special strategic partnership between

India and Korea, it added.
Published On Jan 23, 2025 at 05:57 PM IST

Be the first one to comment.

India Korea pact  NCERT Technical Cooperation project

vocational education and training in mechatronics  India South Korea relations

Korea International Cooperation Agency

Comment Now

Join the community of thousands of industry
professionals
Subscribe to our newsletter to get latest insights & analysis.

Your Email Subscribe For Free

1/27/25, 3:03 PM India, Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for NCERT's Technical Cooperation project, ET Education

https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/partnerships-and-collaborations/india-korea-sign-pact-for-exchange-of-notes-for-ncerts-tec… 3/591

https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/india+korea+pact
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/ncert+technical+cooperation+project
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/vocational+education+and+training+in+mechatronics
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/india+south+korea+relations
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/korea+international+cooperation+agency


Classes 10 and 12 Board Exams to Proceed as

Planned Under NEP: NCERT Director

By VIDHEE TRIPATHI

JAN 22, 2025, 18:32 IST

REGISTER FOR RESULT UPDATES

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) Director Dinesh Saklani reaffirmed

on Tuesday that the new National Education Policy (NEP) guarantees that board exams for students in

Classes 10 and 12 would take place exactly as scheduled, with no modifications.

Pragatisheel Punjab Sanskriti University CFA Institute SRM University SSC GD 2025 Vande Bharat Padma Awar
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NCERT Director Dinesh Saklani confirmed on Tuesday that under the new National Education Policy

(NEP), board exams for Classes 10 and 12 will continue as planned without any changes. His

statement clears up any doubts about the future of these exams.
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Saklani said that these examinations will remain unchanged, putting to rest any confusion regarding

their future. According to Odisha TV, he stated, "There is no need for any confusion regarding the

board exams, as it is explicitly stated in the policy."

Failed Students to be Given Another Chance

Exams for Class 5 and Class 8 students are intended to help them get ready for the move to secondary

school. Saklani further added that children who do poorly on these tests will be given another chance,

demonstrating a flexible attitude to assist pupils in getting better and preparing for more difficult

academic stages.

Saklani also went into detail about the NEP's 5+3+3+4 educational framework, which has two

secondary education phases: Grades 9 and 10 in the first phase and Grade 12 in the second.
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NEP 2020 will Transform the Education System
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Ministry of Education

Grand Finale of National School Band Competition
6.0 to be held at Major Dhyan Chand National

Stadium, New Delhi on 24-25 January

Posted On: 23 JAN 2025 9:15AM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education, in collaboration with
the Ministry of Defence is going to organise the grand finale of National School Band Competition 6.0 on
24-25 January 2025 at Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium, New Delhi. This year 16 band teams from
13 States with 463 children have been shortlisted for the finale (list annexed) through State- and Zonal-
level competitions. At the State-Level Competitions, 568 teams comprising 13,999 children participated;
while at the Zonal Level, 84 teams comprising 2,337 children took part.

For the first time:

1.   Band Teams from three government schools have got the opportunity to participate in the Republic Day
Parade.

2.     PM SHRI KGBV Patamda, Purbi Singhbum, Jharkhand school students will be giving their
performance at the rostrum in front of the Presidential stage.

3.     Two band teams (Kendriya Vidyalaya and Government Sr. Sec. School West Point, Sikkim) will be
performing at Vijay Chowk in the Republic Day Parade.

4.     In tandem with the “whole of Government approach”, initiative has been taken for training of PM
SHRI school band teams by the band instructors/teams of Army Regimental Centres. Training has begun in
11 States/UTs and will commence shortly in the rest of the States/UTs. This is a step towards imparting
holistic education to students of PM SHRI schools and developing them into well-rounded personalities.

 

The National Education Policy 2020 is the first education policy of the 21st century and aims at large-scale
transformational reforms in the education sector. In that direction, this program will not only instil a sense
of patriotism and national pride but will also enhance the musical skills of the students and inculcate
discipline among them. This initiative aims to rejuvenate the spirit of patriotism and unity amongst school
students throughout the country and help in the furtherance of holistic education.

 

List of Participating Teams at the Grand Finale

 

Sl. No. State/UT No. of
Schools

Name and Address of the School Category

Band Boys/Girls
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1.   Andhra
Pradesh

1 Monte CBSE School Kurnool, Pandipadu
Village, Kallur Mandal-Kurnool, Andhra
Pradesh

Pipe Girls

2.   Chhattisgarh 1 St. Xavier’s English Medium School,
Pathalgaon, Chhattisgarh

Brass Boys

3.   Himachal
Pradesh

1 Pinegrove School, Kuthar Road, Subathu,
Distt. Solan, Himachal Pradesh

Brass Boys

4.   Jharkhand 1 PM Shri KGBV Patamda, Purbi
Singhbhum, Jharkhand

Pipe Girls

5.   Karnataka 1 PM SHRI Kendriya Vidyalaya No.2
Belagavi Cantt, Karnataka

Pipe Boys

6.   Kerala 1 St Joseph's Anglo Indian Girl's Higher
Secondary School, Kozhikode, Kerala

Brass Girls

7.   Madhya
Pradesh

1 St. Joseph’s Convent Sr. Sec. School,
Edgah hills, Bhopal, Madhya Pradesh

Brass Girls

8.   Maharashtra 2 Bhonsala Military School Girls, Nasik,
Maharashtra

Pipe Girls

RBP Military School Sports Academy
Sangli, Maharashtra

Pipe Boys

9.   Rajasthan 1 Prince Lotus Valley Sikar, Rajasthan Brass Boys

10.   Sikkim 2 Government Sr. Sec. School West Point,
Gangtok, East Sikkim, Sikkim

Brass Girls

North Sikkim Academy, Nangan (private
CBSE affiliated), North Sikkim, Sikkim

Pipe Boys

11.   Tripura 1 St. Xaviers Higher Secondary School,
Pathaliyaghat, Sepahijala, Tripura

Brass Boys

12.   Uttarakhand 1 Gayatri Vidyapeeth, Shantikunj,
Haridwar, Uttarakhand

Brass Girls
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13.   Uttar Pradesh 2 Shri Thakurdwara Balika Vidyalaya,
Hapur Mod Tiraha, G.T Road,
Ghaziabad, Uttar Pradesh

Pipe Girls

City Montessori School, Kanpur Road
Campus, Sec - D LDA Colony Kanpur
Road, Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh

Pipe Boys

Total 13

States / UTs

16      
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MV/AK

MOE/DoSEL/23 January 2025/2

(Release ID: 2095322) Visitor Counter : 947

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi

1/27/25, 3:04 PM Press Release:Press Information Bureau

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2095322 3/396

https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2095348
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2095378


Home Nagaland Board of School Education organises workshop on Holistic Progress Card

Nagaland Board of School Education organises workshop on Holistic Progress Card

Published on Jan 24, 2025

By EMN

Share

Asano Sekhose along with resource persons and participants during the workshop on ‘Holistic Progress Card for secondary
stage under equivalence of boards’ at Mt. Tabor Retreat House in Kohima.

DIMAPUR — Nagaland Board of School Education (NBSE) and Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for

Holistic Development (PARAKH), NCERT, New Delhi, conducted a three-day workshop on ‘Holistic Progress Card for secondary

stage under equivalence of boards’ from January 22 to the 24th at Mt. Tabor Retreat House in Kohima.

AN update from NBSE stated that 108 participants from various institutions including the Directorate of School Education

Nagaland, SCERT, DIETs and Samagra Shiksha attended the workshop.

In her welcome address, the NBSE chairperson, Asano Sekhose, apprised that NEP 2020 has emphasised a shift in assessment

from merely testing knowledge to nurturing overall development of the student capabilities and skills. She encouraged the

participants to understand the HPC for successful implementation in the schools.

Delivering the keynote address, Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, CEO and head of PARAKH, NCERT, expressed optimism about the

commitment of state boards in advancing assessment reforms. She acknowledged the collaborative efforts to implement Holistic

Progress Cards at the secondary stage that promote equivalence among state boards.

It stated that the workshop focused on Holistic Progress Cards (HPC) at the secondary stage under equivalence of boards.

The programme included understanding of PARAKH, Holistic Progress Cards in the light of NEP 2020, NCF-SE 2023,

Understanding key definitions of HPC, HPC at foundation stage, Creation of rubrics for assessment, HPC at preparatory stage,

HPC at middle stage and HPC at secondary stage.

The training was conducted by expert resource persons from PARAKH, NCERT, New Delhi.

It mentioned that the overarching goal of the workshop was to empower participants with the skills needed to implement the

HPC framework at the secondary level.

It stated that participants explored the intricacies of mapping the HPC to curricular goals and competencies as outlined in the

National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE).

The workshop also introduced rubric-based assessment system, featuring three abilities namely awareness, sensitivity and

creativity and three performance level descriptors—basic, proficient, and advanced.
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It added that the innovative approach aims to provide a more nuanced and holistic assessment of student progress, moving

beyond rote learning to competency based assessment through group project works, individual research work and classroom

interaction at secondary stage.

On January 21, NBSE, in collaboration with PARAKH, NCERT, organised a one-day meeting with all the head of institutions on

“Establishing equivalence across education board towards empirically grounded guidelines for implementation of NEP 2020,”

where the recommendations of PARAKH was shared with the school heads.

It further stated that the Board on Friday launched the NBSE Connect app to streamline school operations with secure

registration, real time management of conduct of HSLC and HSSLC examination centres, event management and easy report

generation for the head of institutions and teachers.

Nagaland Board of School Education Asano Sekhose
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India's Education Landscape Needs an Overhaul –
'No Detention' Is Only a Scapegoat

The more relevant question to be probed is on how accountability can be fixed for

ensuring every child is learning.
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There is no doubt that the quality of education in India, especially in

government schools but also across a whole range of private schools, is

very poor and needs a complete overhaul. Repeatedly surveys show that

the learning outcomes of children are way below what is expected

based on their age and grade.

This is true for basic literacy and arithmetic as well as critical thinking

and articulating abilities. Interventions towards improving quality of

education are then often limited to a focus on ‘learning outcomes’. This

reflects a severe limitation in understanding what role education,

especially school education, can play in the lives of children as well as

for society.  

School education performs multiple roles, including of course teaching

children to read and write and preparing them for further education

and/or employment.

This became all the more evident during COVID-19 and the long school

closures in India. Schools keep children way from the hardships of

child labour.

For girls, schools are what helps them postpone the pressure to get

married and through schools they gain mobility and freedom. Thanks to

the mid-day meal scheme, school is where many children also get their

first proper meal of the day. In some states now they even get some

breakfast. It is very common to see that older child in government

schools (the mid-day meal scheme only covers children up to class 8)

often do not eat anything all day or depend on some unhealthy cheap
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snack that is available in the market (usually a packet of namkeen of

some kind or biscuits).

School is where children interact with those belonging to other castes

and communities, get a chance to play, think of themselves and dream

of a better future. Schools offer new values and a web of interaction

outside their villages, dreams and aspirations for a better future. Along

with this, of course, schools provide them the knowledge and skills as

well as discipline and the joy of learning. While schools in India are

lacking in many ways, they have the potential to be all of this for every

child in the country.

Government schools in India are largely accessed by children

belonging to poor and marginalised communities. With the elite and

even the middle classes abandoning the government school, inter-

generational inequality is perpetuated right from the beginning. Yet,

education is one of the only ways through children are able to break the

shackles of caste, gender and poverty. While there is a growing alarm

that children are not learning, there is not enough attention being paid

to the equity aspects of education. At no time is the ‘learning crisis’

being attributed to lack of teachers, classrooms or other infrastructure.

There is also a total disregard for children’s vulnerabilities given their

location in the existing social and economic hierarchies. The current

system is one where the child feels completely disempowered and is

blamed for ‘failure’. 

Also read: What Kind of Future Are We Building for Our Children?

‘No detention’
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Realising the disadvantages that children who are first generation

literates face in coping with the formal education system the Right to

Education Act, when it was passed in 2009 included a no-detention

clause.

Basically, the Act stated that, “no child admitted to a school can be held

back in any class or expelled until the completion of elementary

education (Classes 1 to 8)”, (Section 16) which basically meant that a

child would be automatically promoted to the next grade and could not

be detained for any reason. The RTE Act was amended in 2019 to

withdraw the no-detention policy. The 2019 amendment allowed state

governments to detain students in the fifth and/or the eighth grades of

they failed in the year-end examination as well as the re-test after two

months. Since then, 18 states and UTs have adopted this new policy.

Further, in December 2024 the Union government scrapped the no-

detention policy in schools governed by it, including Kendriya

Vidyalayas and Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas, affecting around 3,000

central schools.

The no-detention policy has basically been blamed for the poor learning

outcomes, arguing that in the absence of the need for exams children

were not assessed and were being promoted even when they were not

ready for the next grade. While the no-detention might have led to no-

testing in many schools in the country that was not its purpose to begin

with. It in no way meant that children must not be assessed for how

they were learning. Assessments, including tests and exams, are an

important way in which teachers also get feedback of how each child is

responding to what they are being taught.

The idea behind such a policy was to ensure that children do not feel

undue pressure and also so that children do not drop out of school mid-

way. Detention leads to insult, humiliation and results pushing a child

out of school completely. It rarely increases her capacity to learn and

gain knowledge. 

Rather than finding this easy scapegoat in the form of the no-detention

policy the more relevant question to be probed is on how accountability

can be fixed for ensuring every child is learning. Some children will

always learn with the least help, for various reasons, – but the system

should surely be designed to address the weakest. After all, it is the

teacher’s job do figure out what it will take for each child to learn and

the system’s responsibility to provide all the support that the teacher
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requires to play this role. When there are such massive gaps in the

system, is it even fair to label the child a failure.  

The focus should be on improving school infrastructure, ensuring there

are enough teachers, labs, libraries and other facilities, and a teaching-

learning environment that is sensitive to the context of children’s lives.

The challenge is to put in place systems where every child feels

respected and cared for and to build a public education system that

expands children’s freedoms.

Dipa Sinha is a development economist.
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J&K bans education department from ordering
students to attend political rallies
The ban comes after the government faced criticism from various quarters over an
education department circular directing Poonch authorities to participate in a
Tiranga rally of the RSS-affiliated ABVP.

The circular was posted on X by Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister Sakina Itoo. Photo | PTI
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SRINAGAR: The Jammu and Kashmir government on Saturday banned the
education department from passing any directions to students or staff for
participation in political programmes or rallies.

The ban, issued through a circular by the School Education Department,
comes after the government faced criticism from various quarters over an
education department circular directing Poonch authorities to participate
in a Tiranga rally of the RSS-affiliated ABVP.

The circular was issued by Poonch Chief Education Officer, who directed
heads of several schools to send 40-50 students and two teachers to the
rally.

The circular attracted criticism from the PDP which alleged the government
was using education as a "propaganda tool".

"It is enjoined upon all the Officers including Chief Education Officers,
Zonal Education Officers and Head of Institutions of all the schools under
School Education Department to not to grant any permission or give
direction to students or staff (including all categories of teachers) to
participate in any political programme, rally etc. organized by any political
party/organization," the latest circular read.

The circular was posted on X by Jammu and Kashmir Education Minister
Sakina Itoo. It instructed all chief education officers to "strictly monitor"
that no directions from any district authority is in contravention to the
circular.

"In case of any such deviation, the Chief Education officer concerned shall
immediately bring the same into the notice of respective Director School
Education for further instructions," it said.

On Friday, PDP leader Waheed Para criticised Chief Minister Omar Abdullah
saying, earlier he used to condemn such orders before the elections, but
"this blatant transformation" stands as his only "so-called achievement"
in the last 100 days.

"J&K government's order with education department's endorsement of an
ABVP rally, forcing students to participate, was condemned by Omar
Abdullah before elections. Yet now, this blatant transformation under the
government stands as its only so-called 'achievement' in the last 100
days," he had said on X.
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PDP's Iltija Mufti too on Friday said it was unacceptable that the
government was "forcing" students to attend the Tiranga rally organised
by the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad.

"J&Ks Education Department under the NC government has made it
mandatory for both private & public school children across Poonch to
attend a rally organised by ABVP the RSS affiliated student wing that
normalises anti-Muslim bigotry. Using education as a propaganda tool by
forcing students to attend ideological events is unacceptable," she said in a
post on X.

The PDP president's daughter on Saturday again took to X to criticise the
government after Doda youth services and sports officer ordered the
deputation of four officers for a kabbadi/wrestling championship organised
by the ABVP.

"NC government chooses not to rationalise the erroneous reservation
policy or ensure transparent recruitment. Instead, they are facilitating
ABVPs events across schools in J&K. The anti Muslim bigoted student
organisation is now being allowed to hold a Kabaddi tournament in Indoor
Sports Stadium Doda," Mufti said in a post.

The deputation order was withdrawn after the criticism.

Follow The New Indian Express channel on WhatsApp 
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CBSE Issues Key Notice on APAAR ID – Important Updates and Details You Should Know

By Avijit Das — January 25, 2025

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued a notice for students in schools affiliated with the board. The notice is
about the implementation of the APAAR ID as the primary identifier for students in these schools. It is available on the official CBSE
website, cbse.gov.in. Students can check it by visiting the website.
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The notice states, “In line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of ‘Digital India,’ the
Ministry of Education (MoE) is implementing the Automated Permanent Academic Account Registration (APAAR) ID system for students.
This initiative aims to create a seamless, lifelong digital identity for each student, promoting transparency, accountability, and efficiency in
academic record management.”

Direct Link

The APAAR ID implementation process in schools will involve six steps:

Step 1: Conduct Parent-Teacher Meetings (PTMs)

Schools will organize PTMs to introduce the APAAR ID system, explaining its importance and benefits to parents and students.

Step 2: Distribution and Collection of Consent Forms

Schools will distribute physical consent forms to parents, who must sign and authorize the use of Aadhaar details for generating the
APAAR ID.

Step 3: Student Data Verification

School officials will verify details like the student’s name, date of birth, and Aadhaar number on the UDISE+ portal.

Step 4: APAAR ID Generation

Schools will generate the APAAR IDs via the UDISE+ portal, which will be securely linked to the students’ DigiLocker accounts. A
confirmation SMS will be sent to the parents once the process is complete.

Step 5: Distribution and Integration

Schools will provide the APAAR IDs to students and parents.

Step 6: Correction of Errors

In case of discrepancies, schools will guide parents to the Common Service Center (CSC) for corrections.
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What is APAAR ID?

APAAR ID stands for Automatic Permanent Academic Account Registry. It is a digital system designed to store the complete academic
details of students. This ID will securely record a student’s academic credits and provide a comprehensive history of their academic
journey.

As per an official notification released by NTA, candidates were earlier asked to update their Aadhaar credentials and link them with their
APAAR ID.
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Home | Education | Telangana Inter Chemistry Syllabus To Be Slashed By 30

The TG BIE, which undertook syllabus revision, has decided to align curriculum in

line with NCERT curriculum thereby reducing academic burden on students
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Hyderabad: In a move aimed at alleviating academic burden on students, the

Telangana Board of Intermediate Education (TG BIE) is mulling to slash the

intermediate Chemistry syllabus by 30 per cent.

The initiative is aimed at aligning the State’s intermediate curriculum with the

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) syllabus, which

is followed by the CBSE schools across the country.

Presently, students are grappling with an extensive syllabus in Chemistry with

several educators expressing their concerns that the syllabus is beyond what is

necessary for students’ academic development and preparation for competitive

entrance exams such as the JEE and NEET.

In fact, the BIE syllabus is more than the NCERT syllabus, which is taken into

consideration for framing questions in competitive entrance tests, including

NEET and JEE.

The board has already shortlisted topics that no longer needed to be taught as part

of the intermediate syllabus. The subject experts committee will shortly meet to
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decide on the changes. Once approved, the changes will be applicable from the

next academic year 2025-26.

Apart from Chemistry, the board is also contemplating to revise the Zoology

syllabus for the forthcoming academic year. As the coronavirus threw life out of

gear, the board intends to add a chapter on Covid-19 pandemic to create awareness

among the student community on what precautions needed to be taken if such

viruses spread.

However, other subjects, including Mathematics, Physics and Botany might not

see major changes.

While the board planned to introduce AI topics in physics, replacing some topics

from the electronics chapter, it is now mulling to introduce it as part of English

language learning as it will be common for all students irrespective of stream.

“We are aligning the syllabus in line with the NCERT, which recently revised the

syllabus. This will aid students preparing for the competitive exams like the JEE

and NEET. The experts committee will shortly take a call on changes to the

syllabus,” said a senior official.
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RECENTLY, the Ministry of Education released reports of school education in

2022-23 and 2023-24 covering a wide range of indicators. These rather delayed

reports form a series of similar reports going back to 2005. Earlier the National

Institute for Educational Planning & Administration (NIEPA) used to compile

these reports but since 2018-19, this task was taken over by the ministry directly.

The recent reports are available at the portal of the Unified District Information

System of Education (UDISE+) and school-wise details are available at the Know

Your School (KYS) portal. They are based on data submitted by the schools.

The recent reports paint a grim picture of the condition of India’s school system

which is the biggest in the world with nearly 23.5 crore (235 million) children

enrolled in 2023-24. It appears that total enrolment of students in over 14.72

lakh schools covered in the survey has gone down by a shocking 2 crore between

2020-21 and 2023-24 academic years. In 2020-21, over 25.38 crore children were

enrolled in classes 1 to 12 in schools across the country. In 2023-24 the

enrolment has fallen to 23.5 crore.

 

Although the two annual reports (released together on December 30, 2024) do

not contain any explanation for this fall in enrolment, the given wisdom is that

there were many bogus students enrolled in schools, or records were outdated,

etc. It is sought to be implied that this was perhaps done to get more funds on

various heads like mid-day meals or scholarships, etc. It has been suggested that

the establishment of a new digital database system called SDMS (Student

Database Management System) by the central government has weeded out

bogus students leading to more authentic records and a real picture to emerge.

However, this explanation wears a little thin. The biggest decline takes place in

2022-23 when enrolment falls by 1.41 crore students but then why does it further

decline in the next year by 67 lakh? These so called data corrections have been

going on for years and it appears to have become a convenient thing for
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governments to trot them out as excuses for dropping enrolment. It may be

recalled that the all-time high of 26.1 crore enrolment was reported in 2015-16

but it fell drastically next year “because of student data collection in sync with

UDISE during 2016-17 data collection”, according to leading educationist Prof.

Arun C Mehta who founded the school education statistics systems in the

modern era at NIEPA.

Other experts have pointed out other more plausible reasons for the decline.

These were pandemic years and there was widespread disruption of family life,

economic distress and upheavals which could have led to students being

withdrawn from schools by families. This would explain the steep drop in 2022-

23 compared to 2021-22. But why was there no drop in the previous year (2020-

21) which saw the harsh lockdowns? It has also been suggested that the non-

payment of pre-matric scholarships to SC/ST students for some time due to

supposed authentication issues has also contributed to the fall in enrolment.

More generally, the increasing economic distress, rising costs of education,

especially in private schools, the under-funding of government schools and

consequent decline in quality of education and even closure of schools, all

appear to have squeezed out a large number of students in the past few years.

This has affected poorer sections more. That the government’s reports are

recording this but not providing any explanation is worrisome – do they have no

clue, or is it that they do not care? More importantly, if this fall in enrolment is

not on the radar of policy makers then how will it ever be corrected?

There is also the equally worrisome question of what has happened to the over 2

crore children who were in schools but are no longer in it now. What are they

doing now? Are they labouring in fields and streets? Isn’t this a violation of the

Right to Education Act that lays down that all children up to 14 years of age must

be in schools? There is complete silence on the part of the government and its

apologists on this count too.

ENROLMENT RATIOS FALL,

DROPOUTS INCREASE

It might be argued that the above discussed drop in enrolment is happening

because the total number of schools being covered in government surveys has

declined and additionally, the population of children in the various age groups

has also fallen. But this does not appear to be substantiated by the enrolment

ratios, both, gross and net. Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) is the ratio of total

enrolled children at any particular level to the total number of children in the

age group that should be studying at that level. For elementary stage, the GER

has declined from 99.1 per cent in 2020-21 to 91.7 per cent in 2023-24. For

secondary stage, GER has declined from 79.8 per cent to 77.4 per cent in the

same period. For higher secondary there is no decline but an increase, from 53.8

per cent to 56.2 per cent.
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Net enrolment Ratio (NER) is the ratio of children of a particular age group

enrolled in the corresponding stage of education to the total number of children

in that age group. The difference between GER and NER is that in the former all

enrolled children at a particular stage are counted, including any who are older

than the age group specified while in NER only enrolled children of the specific

age group are counted. The reports indicate that NER has fallen at all three

stages between 2020-21 and 2023-24. At elementary stage, NER dropped from

92.1 per cent to 83.3 per cent; at secondary stage it fell from 52.5 per cent to

48.3 per cent; and at the higher (or senior) secondary stage it fell from 34.7 per

cent to 33.8 per cent.

What does this mean? It means that the share of children of each age group that

are enrolled in schools at that level has fallen at all three stages. Another

dimension is revealed by these NER figures: while enrolment of over 83 per cent

is more or less good at the elementary stage, it starts dropping steeply to reach

about 48 per cent by secondary stage and then drops further to just short of 34

per cent at the higher secondary stage.

This is confirmed by the rise in dropout rates, which are a measure of the share

of students who discontinue school enrolment. Generally, dropout rates have

been very low in the primary sections (class 1-5) and somewhat low in upper

primary sections (class 6-8). But these rates spiked up in 2022-23, reaching 7.8

per cent for primary sections from just 0.8 per cent in the previous year.

Similarly, for upper primary sections, the dropout rate spiked to 8.1 per cent in

2022-23 from 1.9 per cent in the previous year. Subsequently, the dropout rate in

primary sections dropped back to 1.9 per cent in 2023-24, which was higher than

the earlier trend but still conforming to it broadly. However, in the upper primary

sections, dropout rates continued to remain high in 2023-24, at 5.2 per cent. In

the secondary stage (class 9-10), dropout rates were always high at 16.1 per cent

in 2019-20, and 14.6 per cent in 2020-21. It jumped up to 16.4 per cent in 2022-

23 and then settled back at 14.1 per cent next year.

 

These percentages may look small but if converted to actual numbers their

gigantic scale is revealed. Between 2021-22 and 2022-23, adding up all the

dropouts at various stages (calculated from rates and total enrolment numbers),

it appears that about 2.14 crore children dropped out for all classes from 1 to 12.

Similarly, between 2022-23 and 2023-24, another 1.08 crore students dropped

out. Although dropout rates have reduced between these two time periods, the

sheer number of students dropping out is unconscionably high.

State level data shows that some states have very high dropout rates. Thus, at

the secondary level in 2022-23, Bihar had nearly 26 per cent dropout rate, Assam

had 25 per cent, Haryana 13.8 per cent, Rajasthan 11 per cent, UP nearly 9 per

cent, and Jharkhand over 15 per cent.
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CRIMINAL UNDERFUNDING

IS ROOT CAUSE

Besides falling enrolment – and its most severe impact on disadvantaged

sections – the school education sector suffers from a host of other problems

which needs separate discussion. These include the shortage of teachers, the

lack of adequate qualifications/training of teachers, deficient infrastructure,

outdated teaching aids, lack of laboratories, computers, internet connections,

even electricity, and so on. The root cause of this tragic state of affairs is the

severe underfunding of education by the central government which funds and

manages many crucial aspects of school education through its schemes. A look

at the past few years shows that budget allocations have been 2-3 per cent of

the total union budget, and just 0.34 to 0.44 per cent of the Gross Domestic

Product (GDP) for each year. This combined with the devaluation and erosion of

education and the pushing of high-cost private education for the elite, has

severely damaged the country’s education system. The recent reports are

another piece of evidence that confirms this fact.
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NBSE, PARAKH organize workshop on HPC

January 26, 2025

Nagaland Board of School Education (NBSE), in collaboration with the Performance Assessment, Review,

and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development (PARAKH), NCERT, New Delhi, conducted a three-day

workshop on the Holistic Progress Card (HPC) for the Secondary Stage under the Equivalence of Boards.

The workshop was held from January 22 to 24 at Mt. Tabor Retreat House, Kohima. The workshop was

chaired by Petevino Meyase, Deputy Controller of Examinations, NBSE, and attended by 108 participants

from various institutions, including the Directorate of School Education, SCERT, DIETs, and Samagra

Shiksha. The program commenced with an invocation, followed by a welcome address by NBSE

chairperson Asano Sekhose.

In her address, Sekhose highlighted the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020’s emphasis on shifting

assessments from mere knowledge testing to nurturing overall student development.

She urged participants to thoroughly understand the HPC framework to ensure its effective

implementation in schools. Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, CEO and Head of PARAKH, NCERT, delivered the keynote
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address, expressing optimism about the commitment of State Boards to advancing assessment reforms.

She emphasized the importance of collaborative efforts in implementing HPCs at the secondary stage to

promote equivalence among state boards.

The training was conducted by expert resource persons from PARAKH, NCERT, New Delhi, who equipped

participants with the skills needed to implement the HPC framework.

Participants explored the mapping of HPCs to curricular goals and competencies outlined in the NCF-SE.

The workshop introduced a rubric-based assessment system featuring three abilities—awareness,

sensitivity, and creativity—alongside three performance-level descriptors: basic, proficient, and advanced.

The approach aims to move beyond rote learning by promoting competency-based assessments through

group projects, individual research, and classroom interactions.

A one-day meeting with Heads of Institutions was also held on January 21, where the report “Establishing

Equivalence across Education Boards towards Empirically Grounded Guidelines for Implementation of

NEP 2020” was disseminated. Recommendations from PARAKH were shared with school leaders during

the meeting.
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J&K bans education department from involving students in
political rallies, events

The Jammu and Kashmir government has banned the education department from directing

students or staff to participate in political events or rallies. The move follows backlash over a

controversial directive mandating school participation in an ABVP-organized Tiranga rally.
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New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 26, 2025 11:01 IST

In Short

J&K bans students, staff from political rallies

Move follows criticism of Poonch order

Education Minister urges strict policy adherence

The Jammu and Kashmir government has formally prohibited the education department

from directing students or employees to participate in political rallies or events. This is a

move, announced by the School Education Department through a circular, that comes

in response to severe criticism following an earlier order issued by the Poonch Chief

Education Officer.

The not-so-popular circular directed the school heads to send 40–50 students and two

teachers to attend the Tiranga rally organised by the ABVP, a student wing of the RSS.

This was outrightly condemned as the PDP accused the government of misusing the

education machinery for its political propaganda.

ADVERTISEMENT

NEW CIRCULAR CATEGORICALLY STATES

"All officers, including Chief Education Officers, Zonal Education Officers, and heads of

institutions, are instructed not to grant permission or issue directions for students or

staff to participate in any political event or rally organised by any political party or

organisation," as reported by PTI.
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Education Minister Sakina Itoo last week said that Chief Education Officers must ensure

the strict follow-up of this policy by the district authorities. However, they should

immediately submit such breach details to the District in-charge Director of School

Education.

OPPOSITION CRITICISM

The PDP strongly condemned the earlier order. Waheed Para attacked Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah, highlighting a glaring difference in his stance before and after elections.

"Omar Abdullah, who once condemned such orders, now allows these blatant decisions,

marking them as the only so-called 'achievement' of his government in the last 100

days," Para said on X.

ADVERTISEMENT

Iltija Mufti, the daughter of PDP president Mehbooba Mufti, also criticised the

government's decision, terming it unacceptable. She alleged that the administration is

using students for ideological agendas. "Forcing students from both private and public

schools in Poonch to attend an ABVP rally normalises anti-Muslim bigotry," she said.

----

This came after an order by the Doda youth services and sports officer deputed four

officials for an ABVP-organised kabaddi and wrestling championship. Iltija Mufti called

this out, saying, "When the government fails to address a problem like the lack of

transparency in recruitment, it is revisiting the reservation policies, it organises ABVP

events in schools."

The deputation order was quickly withdrawn after backlash from the public.
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This latest ban aims to reaffirm the neutrality of educational institutions in Jammu and

Kashmir, ensuring they remain free from political influences.

(With PTI inputs)
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 Siasat.com / News / Telangana

Telangana to revise inter syllabus, chemistry may get 30
pc cut

Board has already identified topics to be removed from the syllabus.

 Zahed Farooqui  |   Published: 27th January 2025 1:39 pm IST

Hyderabad: The Telangana Board of Intermediate Education (TGBIE) is planning to
reduce the intermediate chemistry syllabus by 30% to ease the academic burden
on students. The move aims to align the State syllabus with the National Council
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) syllabus followed by CBSE schools
across India.

 Representational photo
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Currently, the chemistry syllabus is extensive, and educators have raised concerns
that it exceeds what students need for academic growth and preparation for
competitive exams like JEE and NEET. Since these exams base their questions on
the NCERT syllabus, the TGBIE syllabus appears more demanding.

The board has already identified topics to be removed from the syllabus, and a
committee of subject experts will finalize the changes soon. These revisions will
take effect starting the 2025-26 academic year.

The zoology syllabus is also under review for the upcoming academic year. The
board plans to include a chapter on the COVID-19 pandemic to raise awareness
among students about precautions during virus outbreaks.

Meanwhile, other subjects like mathematics, physics, and botany are unlikely to
see significant changes. Although the board initially considered introducing
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artificial intelligence (AI) topics in the Physics syllabus by replacing parts of the
electronics chapter, it is now exploring the idea of including AI as part of English
language learning, making it common for all students regardless of their stream.

A senior official stated, “We are aligning the syllabus with NCERT, which has
recently undergone revisions. This will help students preparing for competitive
exams like JEE and NEET. The expert committee will soon finalize the syllabus
changes.”
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Telangana updates, download our app Android and iOS.
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Delhi HC questions PIL on making Health and Yoga
Science mandatory in schools, calls it policy matter
ANI | Updated: Jan 27, 2025 20:30 IST
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New Delhi [India], January 27 (ANI): The Delhi High Court on Monday
while hearing a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) seeking to make "Health
and Yoga Science" a mandatory part of the school curriculum, remarked

that the issue at hand falls within the realm of policy, stressing the need
for a distinction between presenting a matter before the judiciary and
submitting it to the executive.

The Court, however, expressed concerns about the issue falling within

the policy domain, urging the petitioners to differentiate between
judicial matters and executive decisions. While considering the request,
the bench also questioned whether a judicial declaration was necessary
to mandate the complementary nature of health (/topic/health) and
education.

The bench, led by Chief Justice Devender Kumar Upadhyay and
comprising Justice Tushar Rao Gedela, adjourned the matter to April 9.

However, the Court directed the Delhi Government to file its response
within four weeks and also issued a fresh notice to the National Council

of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), seeking its response on
the matter.

The PIL was moved in the year 2022 in Delhi High Court sought
direction to make "Health and YogaScience" a mandatory part of the
curriculum for up to 8th Standard, for the overall development of

children while also enhancing their knowledge, potential and talent,
and development of their physical and mental abilities to the full extent
as in the spirit of Section 29 of the Right To Education (RTE) Act 2009.

Petitioner Ashwini Kumar Upadhyay, who is a practising lawyer and a
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leader submitted that "the Right to Health

(Article 21) and the Right to Education (Article 21A) are complementary
and supplementary to each other. Therefore, it is the duty of the State
to make "Health and Yoga Science" a mandatory part of the curriculum
up to the 8th Standard in the spirit of S. 29 of the RTE Act read with

Articles 21, 21A, 39, 47." (ANI)
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Union Budget 2025: Shaping the future of education in India
The Union Budget 2025 is expected to focus on funding, digital integration, infrastructure development, and
teacher training to build an inclusive and future-ready education system

By Arunima Jha
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As India prepares for the Union Budget 2025, the education sector is brimming with expectations for transformative initiatives that

will shape the future of learning in the country. In recent years, substantial investments have been made in digital learning initiatives,

such as the PMe-VIDYA programme, which aims to offer multi-modal access to 250 million students, and the National Digital

Library, which provides a wealth of educational resources.

The National Education Policy 2025 has further emphasised accessibility through Massive Open Online Courses (MOOCs) and Open

Educational Resources (OERs), while the Digital University Initiative is working to enhance higher education through digital

innovation. With these developments, the upcoming budget presents an opportunity to address critical challenges, including

infrastructure gaps, teacher training, and digital inclusion, while focusing on Artificial Intelligence integration to personalise learning

and bridge educational divides.

Prioritising increased funding for education

A critical expectation from the Union Budget 2025 is a significant increase in the allocation for the education sector. Experts

emphasise that increased investment is essential to bridge the gaps in infrastructure, improve teacher training, and integrate modern

technology into classrooms.

Mr. Nipun Goenka, Managing Director of GD Goenka Group, stressed the need for substantial investments to address long-standing

challenges in education. He said, “One of the most pressing expectations from the Union Budget 2025 is a substantial increase in the

allocation for the education sector, enabling the government to address long-standing challenges.” 

Goenka pointed out that reducing or eliminating GST on educational services and digital learning tools would make education more

affordable, particularly for students from underprivileged backgrounds. The government's support for such initiatives could provide a

more equitable educational system,  ensuring wider access to quality learning resources.

“The government is also expected to offer tax relief for corporate grants to educational institutions, thereby encouraging

collaborations to improve infrastructure and research initiatives,” added Mr. Goenka. This would foster more collaborations between

the private sector and educational institutions, allowing for improvements in infrastructure and research. With private sector

involvement in education on the rise, government support for such collaborations could significantly improve both the quality and

accessibility of education.

Addressing the infrastructure gap in schools and colleges

Infrastructure development remains one of the most pressing concerns for both educators and students, particularly in rural and

underserved areas where modernising schools and colleges is urgently needed. In the 2024 Union Budget, the allocation for the

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) was Rs. 37,500 crore, while the Department of School Education received Rs. 73,008 crore. These

investments have made strides in improving the quality of education by providing students with supportive learning environments

and access to modern tools.

However, experts are hoping for even larger funding in the upcoming budget to further enhance school infrastructure. Tr. Chaitanya

Dev Singh, National President of Round Table India, highlighted the importance of infrastructure development at the grassroots level.

“We anticipate a higher budget allocation towards school infrastructure development, especially at the grassroots level,” he said. Singh

highlighted the importance of upgrading classrooms with smart boards, high-speed internet, and better recreational spaces to make

learning more interactive and engaging for students.

Additionally, the integration of sustainable practices in school infrastructure, such as the use of solar energy, rainwater harvesting,

and eco-friendly materials, is expected to be a priority. These measures would not only make schools more modern but also

environmentally responsible, in line with India’s sustainability goals. “A higher budget allocation towards infrastructure and

technology adoption will also facilitate the accomplishment of the objectives of NEP 2020 and position India as the Vishwa Guru of

the world,” added Mr Singh. 

Improving access to education in rural and underserved areas

The Union Budget 2025 is also expected to prioritise expanding access to education, particularly in rural and underserved regions. Dr

Prabhat Pankaj, an economist, educator and Director of the Jaipuria Institute of Management, Jaipur, highlighted the need for both

qualitative and quantitative improvements in education. He pointed out that improving the gross enrolment ratio (GER) and

increasing scholarships for STEM courses—especially for girls—should be a priority for the government.
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“The 2025 budget is expected to focus on digital inclusiveness and AI tools to facilitate practical learning, with a special focus on

enhancing access in rural areas,” said Dr Pankaj. He emphasised that the government should focus on reducing the digital divide by

ensuring that students in rural and remote areas have equal access to online learning platforms and digital tools. Public-private

partnerships (PPP) could be instrumental in achieving this, fostering collaborations between the government, private sector, and

educational institutions to provide affordable devices, internet connectivity, and digital learning tools in underserved areas.

Building on this idea, Mr Singh added, “We can expedite technology integration and digital education, bridging the digital divide and

ensuring that all students, irrespective of their socio-economic background, have equal opportunities to thrive.

Enhancing teacher training for better education quality

Another significant expectation from the Union Budget 2025 is an increased focus on teacher training and professional development.

Teachers are at the core of the educational system, and ensuring that they are equipped with the right skills and tools is essential for

improving educational outcomes.

Dr Prabhat Pankaj highlighted the importance of allocating more funds for teacher training programmes. “Teacher training is highly

desirable and must be expanded to ensure educators can effectively handle diverse learning environments,” he said. Structured

training programmes, including workshops, online courses, and peer mentoring, are essential for preparing teachers to meet the

needs of modern classrooms.

These training programmes should also incorporate new technologies, digital tools, and modern teaching methodologies to ensure

that teachers remain equipped to handle the evolving educational system.

Additionally, there is a growing focus on supporting the emotional and mental well-being of teachers. Mental health support

programmes, resilience training, and emotional intelligence development are seen as critical components of teacher training. These

measures not only enhance teaching quality but also help educators manage workplace stress, enabling them to contribute more

effectively to students’ growth.

Future of education

As India looks to position itself as a global leader in education, the Union Budget 2025 holds immense potential to drive forward the

country’s educational agenda. The focus should be on building a robust, future-ready education system that not only caters to the

needs of today’s students but also equips them with the skills necessary to thrive in an increasingly complex and competitive world. By

prioritising funding for infrastructure, teacher training, digital education, and inclusive programmes, the government can lay the

foundation for an education system that fosters innovation, collaboration, and holistic student development.
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Take action against dummy schools:
Delhi HC to govt, CBSE
​ The Delhi High Court on Monday directed the state government and the CBSE to take acti

against "dummy" schools that allegedly facilitate students to write exams without attendin

classes. A bench of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela called it a

"fraud" and said such schools allowing students to only attend coaching classes and appea

in exams based on "absolutely false information" couldn't be permitted.

New Delhi: The Delhi High Court on Monday directed the state

government and the CBSE to take action against "dummy" schools that

allegedly facilitate students to write exams without attending classes. A

bench of Chief Justice D K Upadhyaya and Justice Tushar Rao Gedela

called it a "fraud" and said such schools allowing students to only attend
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The bench took note of such schools being used to extend
benefit of Delhi domicile to students from other states and
sought an affidavit from the Delhi government and CBSE

on action taken against such schools

coaching classes and appear

in exams based on "absolutely

false information" couldn't be

permitted.

"It has been noticed that students do not attend classes in schools; rather

spend time in coaching centres. However they are allowed to take

examinations by education boards where they are required to put in

requisite minimum attendance. We therefore direct the state

government and CBSE to conduct inspection in this regard," it ordered.

The bench took note of such schools being used to extend benefit of

Delhi domicile to students from other states and sought an affidavit from

the Delhi government and CBSE on action taken against such schools.

The court passed the direction on a PIL.
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During the hearing, the Delhi government counsel said there was no

concept of a "dummy" school and claimed the issue of "fake admissions"

was being exaggerated and "mis-characterised".

He submitted schools were mandated to follow their affiliation rules,

failing which appropriate action was taken against them, and there was

no complaint regarding any "dummy" school with the authorities.

CBSE counsel said action was taken against over 300 "dummy" schools

across the country.

Remarking the authorities might call such schools "anything", the court

questioned the Delhi government counsel on the action taken by the

state education department even on the alleged fake admissions.

The counsel said action was initiated in two instances.

"We call upon counsel for the state government and the CBSE to file

additional affidavit giving details of action taken in case any information

regarding 'dummy' schools is received," the court said.

It went on, "We also direct the education department to conduct a
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survey and if warranted, surprise inspection also, to collect necessary

information and share it with the CBSE. CBSE will also gather

information and share it with the state government. Once such

information is received, necessary action permissible in law be taken

against the management of such schools."

The Delhi government counsel said the use of such schools by coaching

centres was also shown in a web-series based on students studying in

Kota, Rajasthan.

"Your department doesn't seem to have seen it," the court said.

In the PIL, petitioner Rajeev Aggarwal challenged the eligibility

criterion applied by DU and Guru Gobind Singh Indraprastha University

for grant of MBBS or BDS seats under the DSQ.

He claimed "dummy" schools provided a "virtual platform" to students to

show that they had migrated to Delhi after passing class 10 exam with

the sole purpose of somehow availing the benefit of Delhi state quota

seats, which otherwise ought to be allocated amongst the bonafide

residents of NCT of Delhi.

The matter would be heard in May.>
Published On Jan 28, 2025 at 06:08 PM IST
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Panaji: The state cabinet on

Wednesday granted approval to

implement the Mukhyamantri Shiksha

Sahay Yojana, which aims to support

and improve the educational status of

ST students and to address the

tendency of dropouts among them. It

provides financial assistance to the

families of such students who are otherwise unable to appear for public exams. To

implement the scheme, govt will spend Rs 68 lakh per year.

Under the scheme, govt will bear the financial burden of the payment of

examination fees of ST students appearing for Classes X and XII examinations of

the .

Financial assistance is open to ST students from Goa possessing a valid caste

certificate issued by a competent authority. The applicant should be a bona fide

resident of Goa and should be a regular student of an institution with at least 75%

attendance in the respective class, ie Class X or Class XII.

The cabinet said state govt is committed to ensuring that tribal students get

access to education at all levels and will take all steps to see that there is no

impediment in their process of learning. The National Education Policy 2020 states

that a special mechanism needs to be made to ensure that children belonging to

tribal communities receive the benefits of these interventions.

“The number of students availing benefits will be substantial. This scholarship will

be available only for the ST students permanently settled or domiciled as per the

terms of domicile decided by the state. ST students in Classes X and XII at

govt/govt-aided secondary and higher secondary schools will be eligible for

financial assistance under this scheme,” the cabinet said.

Goa Board (https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/goa-board-gbshse)
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India, Korea sign pact for exchange

of notes for NCERT's Technical

Cooperation project
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India and South Korea have conducted signing of exchange of notes

for the technical cooperation project titled 'Strengthening Vocational

Education and Training in Mechatronics in India'. The project will be

implemented in collaboration with Korea International Cooperation

Agency (KOICA) of Government of Republic of Korea, a finance

ministry statement said on Wednesday.
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This is the first project being implemented with the assistance of

KOICA in India, it said.

The project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of

vocational education and training in mechatronics in India and will

be implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education

(RIE), Bhopal, it said.

The institute will help build environment to pilot education in

mechatronics by preparing curriculum, textbooks, teacher's manual

and equipment.

The project will help build capacity of teachers in mechatronics while

also facilitating networking between industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India's Official Development

Assistance (ODA)partner for development cooperation in October

2016, it said.

The bilateral relationship between the two countries was upgraded

to 'Special Strategic Partnership' in 2015, it said.

Signing of the exchange of notes for the NCERT project will further

consolidate and strengthen the special strategic partnership between

India and Korea, it added.

New Online Income
Opportunities for Indians
Aged 40+

Ad

Digital Remasters

Kalpataru Plots Hingna
Nagpur

Ad

Kalpataru Plots Nagpur

Jagran English

India Ranks 4th In Global Firepower Index 2025;

Here's Where Pakistan And China Stands

35

Moneycontrol

Top 10 high-paying

bachelor’s degrees in India

44

Danny Grubs

Chef turns my seafo

Korean

55

The Times of India · 29m loveMONEY · 4w Digital Remasters Planet Spark

2/3/25, 4:34 PM India, Korea sign pact for exchange of notes for NCERT's Technical Cooperation project

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/india-korea-sign-pact-for-exchange-of-notes-for-ncert-s-technical-cooperation-project/ar-AA1xFnmn?ocid=… 2/4176

https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKhAfBDoQAAAAMAxBkFAQjUxIK9BhDYlI7i1orS-0oYu6Ki69qM3a0dIInajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAjIurmAJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkBhUTaxp-oxD-xAREKKLkBAAAAYI_C1T_BFR4AyRUKPNgBjr0C4AEA8AGnjQP4AQA./s=f70d6f35e47c6659f6af6cb41ae61aeb476a27e8/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.16/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68452326%2F188496458%2F65667d9b-e21e-11ef-91d6-dd692d73f4e
https://www.xandr.com/privacy/platform-privacy-policy
https://www.outbrain.com/privacy/privacy-policy-outbrain-dsp/
https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKhAfBDoQAAAAMAxBkFAQjUxIK9BhDYlI7i1orS-0oYu6Ki69qM3a0dIInajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAjIurmAJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkBhUTaxp-oxD-xAREKKLkBAAAAYI_C1T_BFR4AyRUKPNgBjr0C4AEA8AGnjQP4AQA./s=f70d6f35e47c6659f6af6cb41ae61aeb476a27e8/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.16/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68452326%2F188496458%2F65667d9b-e21e-11ef-91d6-dd692d73f4e
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=379960&auId=07e12c8a-81ba-4a1b-aa29-4df6e1477a91&bidId=15001&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV3&impId=2&oAdUnit=379960&publisherId=17160724&rId=3b48c7ab-3078-4e52-b65b-776a6ef0cada&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8epUthKbYiYtNc1_g8kkPzjVUCUwdfP8f7nhFL-vAV577ZJh1mYqTB6LQH5hNTcTJkAObo9lZL1OfKg1D3DvEuVBPECRmQTcXbcZ2LgW35BnXa-7Z0Fn5ThsoYARXViqhi3IBkZiSTD3e--zeYzRgLDtVNMLdkKqWus3KpVXAoZesFCTYAxWYzOviO1-n8ewDdCDofw%26u%%26rlid%3De0c005d9b27a1ea452f66279102e701b&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-river-2&trafficGroup=zfa_ncnp&trafficSubGroup=jvguYV
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://account.microsoft.com/privacy/ad-settings
https://www.bing.com/api/v1/mediation/tracking?adUnit=379960&auId=07e12c8a-81ba-4a1b-aa29-4df6e1477a91&bidId=15001&bidderId=4&cmExpId=LV3&impId=2&oAdUnit=379960&publisherId=17160724&rId=3b48c7ab-3078-4e52-b65b-776a6ef0cada&rlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bing.com%2Faclick%3Fld%3De8epUthKbYiYtNc1_g8kkPzjVUCUwdfP8f7nhFL-vAV577ZJh1mYqTB6LQH5hNTcTJkAObo9lZL1OfKg1D3DvEuVBPECRmQTcXbcZ2LgW35BnXa-7Z0Fn5ThsoYARXViqhi3IBkZiSTD3e--zeYzRgLDtVNMLdkKqWus3KpVXAoZesFCTYAxWYzOviO1-n8ewDdCDofw%26u%%26rlid%3De0c005d9b27a1ea452f66279102e701b&rtype=targetURL&tagId=webcompar-river-2&trafficGroup=zfa_ncnp&trafficSubGroup=jvguYV
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/india-ranks-4th-in-global-firepower-index-2025-here-s-where-pakistan-and-china-stands/ar-AA1yiQlQ
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/india-ranks-4th-in-global-firepower-index-2025-here-s-where-pakistan-and-china-stands/ar-AA1yiQlQ#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/top-10-high-paying-bachelor-s-degrees-in-india/ar-AA1p9ZUu
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/top-10-high-paying-bachelor-s-degrees-in-india/ar-AA1p9ZUu#comments
https://www.msn.com/en-in/health/wellness/chef-turns-my-seafood-korean/vi-AA1vAQ7O
https://www.msn.com/en-in/health/wellness/chef-turns-my-seafood-korean/vi-AA1vAQ7O#comments
https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKhAfBDoQAAAAMAxBkFAQjVxIK9BhD524W6vNyY9TsYu6Ki69qM3a0dIIvajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAjIurmAJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkBWYejq3R3wz-xAREKKLkBAAAAQDMz0z_BFR4AyRUKPNgBjr0C4AEA8AGnjQP4AQA./s=a24279b63d97a199e54b7b7d81fbf3f2ba37b02c/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.15/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68452326%2F188496458%2F65e4c291-e21e-11ef-a388-8d591a5275a
https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKfAfBDnwAAAAMAxBkFAQjVxIK9BhCuz_jrzOrUzB4Yu6Ki69qM3a0dIIzajQ0omAIwxH04uARAhf_ghgJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkB8fRKWYY4lj-xAREKKLkBAAAAQOF6xD_BFR4AyRUKNNgBjr0C4AEA8AEA-AEA/s=ac0d6631b89ae8e8267fdb4d188a97a100e22640/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.02/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fapi.taboola.com%2F2.0%2Fjson%2Fmsn-india%2Frecommendations.notify-click%3Fapp.type%3Dbidder%26app.apikey%3D69629143827c91b118c7e0dc9f2a4eb0059feae9%26response.id%3D__9e1f0a1cdaccc25d7ee6a9896cf9902f__1e6009db94b7232cce22c802bb46191b%26response.session%3Dv2_3b9457701ef9c1e07e62765ac26e83e2_6103c6e5-b2ea-4dc4-87b0-adba0c931511-tucte90d13a_1738580565_1738580565_CNawjgYQtrw-GKDK1s-cneiMECABKAYwZziY0QpA6o8QSMfT9ANQ____________AVgAYBNoxIbm7PuHsLpscAGAAQA%26item.id%3D%257E%257EV1%257E%257E-8925341960411752422%257E%257EzRhJUNxkq9B7a6D9SXpClF8-RoB0WarkVVF4tO1rAWvnoZueAsnM0UTkqRiz-o8uuKa2_rupL9I0kvx1XVufut2qKIJrSNJ_InWKPTfYcgzi8Q9xrwCRV91TiD30JiLnsNr6g3Xbmkouh0Fo9whidb9hfuMZdH9SHBuW1rV1wIxXHw80QR8XGm7w3l9g1nULl6FYxpQdxAxXvCCabBRnhC_-4JeqRrV5-oFF5VMEbcXFd6u0nJo_kBic_djSvggxBskpAGBlk59jngzK7U1CqTRvthnMoi7fQ7I3BHrpooAUYt1OBYvfAbu52m2scss7KqjafLxbxaa50LENXj5swcA9XAf0nyEOr6wSlR4HnLvHuLHdSA9aMezD-7u_UWI-fATTFRjzXJ_WQbyiOeIMOA%26item.type%3Dtext%26sig%3Dc558d300b791c88926c30c1385b46a6b51857a28937a%26redir%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.planetspark.in%252Fparents%252Fc%252Fstart_v204%253Futm_source%253Dtaboola%2526utm_source_info%253Dps_india_pc_open_device_desktop_290824_ai_boy_blue_coat%2526utm_campaign%253Dps_india_pc_open_device_desktop_290824%2526utm_medium%253Dmsn-india_1023542%2526utm_content%253Dai_boy_blue_coat%2526utm_source%253Dtaboola%2526utm_medium%253Dreferral%2526tblci%253DGiBPn494NtYJR4-myvaM7oC9wHHZixtIhn7XIsRDhB0TuCCXmVYooov4l6_UmYzxATC2vD4%2523tblciGiBPn494NtYJR4-myvaM7oC9wHHZixtIhn7XIsRDhB0TuCCXmVYooov4l6_UmYzxATC2vD4%26ui%3D6103c6e5-b2ea-4dc4-87b0-adba0c931511-tucte90d13a%26cpb%3DGKn9geYFIJz__________wEqGXNnLnRhYm9vbGFzeW5kaWNhdGlvbi5jb20yCHRyYzMwMjM1OID0r3RAmNEKSOqPEFDH0_QDWP___________wFjCPgVENceGCJkYwjXFhDVHxgjZGMI0gMQ4AYYCGRjCPqGARDkqgEYCWRjCKQnEIM1GC9kYwjv__________8BEO___________wEYEWRjCI1aEM9_GDJkYwjyJBCdoQEYFGRjCJ5BEJdWGDZkYwjQDBDwEhgXZGMIlhQQoBwYGGRjCKiFARDtqAEYOmRjCKyBARCCpQEYPmRjCPQUEJ4dGB9kahMyMzMwNjIzMTA0MTU0NDkzMTA5eAGAAeIjiAHO5tbtAZABGJgBxL7o28wyogEEU0NPTqoBElNDT05fTVNGVF9NT05FVElaRbIBElNDT05fTVNGVF9NT05FVElaRboBBHRleHTAAZCeBMoBAnNn2wEKJHktN3M3cWlCcEUydUo0eUtSbmUyU3JPdmoyQXhsdllYRmp-QRAB3AE%26viperAppType%3DSCON


Jan 29, 2025 11:23 AM IST

The findings of this report are crucial because it is only the second such report after the

Covid-19 pandemic, the last one being 2022.

ASER report 2024: How rural India fared in school
education
By Abhishek Jha , New Delhi

Story continues below advertisement

School education has either recovered from the pandemic’s losses or is on its way to doing so.

This is the key takeaway from the 14th Annual Status of Education Report (ASER) released by

the Pratham Foundation, a non-governmental organisation, on January 28. While part of the

recovery can be attributed to students going back to school regularly after missing classes

during the pandemic, part can also be attributed to the New Education Policy’s (NEP) focus on

improving foundational skills or what ASER tracks as learning outcomes. To be sure, the

recovery remains uneven across states and enrolment level.
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Story continues below advertisement

The 14th ASER report is based on a 2024 survey conducted in 17,997 villages across 605 rural

districts. It reached 649,491 children in the 3-16 years age group, and tested the reading and

arithmetic skills of over 500,000 children in the 5-16 years age group. ASER reports are

considered the most credible source of information on learning outcomes among school

students in rural India.

The findings of this report are crucial because it is only the second such report after the Covid-

19 pandemic, the last one being 2022. The ASER report is released every two years but the

The 14th ASER report is based on a 2024 survey conducted in 17,997 villages across 605 rural districts. (HT File)
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2020 survey could not be conducted because of the pandemic, which makes 2018 the pre-

pandemic benchmark for learning outcomes.

The share of children (the report gives data for students in standard III, V, and VIII) who could

read a standard II level text or subtract and divide had fallen between 2018 and 2022,

underlining a loss of learning outcomes because of the pandemic’s disruption. This share was

either back to 2018 levels or shows improvement compared to 2022 levels across the board.

The improvement in arithmetic abilities is better than that in reading skills. Interestingly, the

improvement was faster in government schools than private schools, although the former still

lagged the latter in absolute terms.

Story continues below advertisement

View T&C

Q. Which party has the edge in the upcoming Delhi elections?

2/3/25, 4:35 PM ASER report 2024: How rural India fared in school education | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/what-does-the-2024-aser-report-tell-us-about-school-education-in-rural-india-101738091757511.html 3/13179

https://www.hindustantimes.com/ht-img/static-img/poll/contextual-vms-poll/Contextual+polls+%26+quizzes+TnC+(1).pdf
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/


Why have government schools improved faster than private ones? The report says that this

may be the result of the National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and

Numeracy (NIPUN) Bharat Mission, launched in 2021 after the NEP 2020 laid focus on

foundational skills. “We have not seen improvements of this magnitude in the last 20 years

since ASER has been presenting data on foundational reading and arithmetic. Everything

seems to point towards NEP 2020 and its focus on foundational skills,” the report quotes ASER

Centre Director Wilima Wadhwa as saying.

Story continues below advertisement

Data collected in the 2024 ASER supports some of the report’s arguments. Over 80%

government schools surveyed received a directive from the government to implement FLN

Recovery from pandemic losses.
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(foundational literacy and numeracy) activities. Similarly, at least one teacher in at least 75% of

these schools received training in FLN and a similar proportion of schools received some

teaching learning material for FLN. A qualitative survey conducted in 24 classrooms across

eight states, similarly, found teachers at least recognising the importance of FLN.

The improvement notwithstanding, learning outcomes still continue to be poor. Also, there are

wide differences across states in terms of not just learning outcomes but also improvement

from pre-pandemic levels. In standard III, reading ability in more than half the states (15 of the

27 states; Jammu and Kashmir and Ladakh were clubbed together and counted as a state for

comparison with the numbers before its bifurcation in 2019) was behind 2018 levels in 2024,

although arithmetic ability had improved for all but six states. In standard V and VIII, at least

half the states did not return to pre-pandemic skills even in arithmetic. However, the relatively

wider improvement in standard III implies that some of its credit can go to NIPUN Bharat

Mission. The scheme only targets classes up to standard III.

Story continues below advertisement

The ASER report also gives a suggestion that income levels have recovered in rural areas from

the immediate aftermath of the pandemic. This seems to be the case from a rise in private

Students who can do basic arithmetic.
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school enrolment levels compared to 2022 and a fall in share of students in government

schools. The pandemic’s hit to parents’ incomes had forced a lot of poor people to shift their

children from private to government schools to save on paying fees.

Story continues below advertisement

Enrolment, which did not decrease in 2022, was stable at that level in 2024. The proportion of

the 6-14 years age group – the age group covered by the Right to Education Act of 2009 – out

of school in 2024 was 1.9%, only a marginal increase from the 1.6% figure in 2022, and lower

than the 2.8% figure in 2018 (the last ASER before the pandemic).
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SCHOOL EDUCATION INFORMS ON
SMILE APP TO BE IMPLEMENTED
FROM 1ST FEBRUARY 2025

 

The Principal Director of School Education (DoSE) has notified that the
SMILE App will be implemented across Nagaland in all Government schools
and establishments under DoSE from 1st of February 2025. In this regard, all
teachers and staff are informed to mark their attendance daily using the SMILE
App kiosk at their respective schools and establishments. To facilitate smooth
functioning, the Data/HR Cell at DoSE, Kohima, will monitor attendance data
and manage contingent issues.

The SMILE App is being implemented under the Nagaland Education
Project–The Lighthouse (NECTAR) with an objective to improve system and
school management. The app uses advanced technology such as facial
recognition, timestamping, and geofencing for marking attendance, leave
application, and tracking its status.

This initiative aims to promote efficient administrative practices,
improve data-driven decision-making, and foster a culture of accountability and
transparency in the education system.  In this regard, the department appealed to
all stakeholders for their kind cooperation.

For any issues, may contact the HR Cell at this number: 6909644519

 


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Jaipur: "Begin with the basics and cover

NCERT first," says Vidisha Jain, a Class

10 student from Maharaja Sawai

Mansingh Vidyalaya, who is preparing

for her board exams. Vidisha believes a

strong foundation is essential. "I start

with NCERT basics, and once I'm

confident, I solve sample papers to

familiarise myself with different question patterns," she shared.

She emphasised focusing on difficult chapters first while solving sample papers

and preparing a formula chart for quick reference during revisions. "I always solve

questions on paper instead of mentally. Practicing regularly with a pen and paper

helps improve accuracy, especially in topics like trigonometry, circles, and similar

triangles," she said.

For better time management, Vidisha practised solving sample papers within a set

time limit. "Time yourself and identify areas where you need to improve your

speed. I also make sure to practice previous years' question papers as they often

feature frequently asked questions," she said.

Vidisha mentioned that addressing doubts immediately is crucial. "If I get stuck on

a question, I clarify it right away with teachers or reliable online resources.

Leaving it unresolved can create issues later during the actual exam," she said.

Finally, Vidisha advised students to stay composed when encountering unfamiliar

questions. tnn
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Telangana to introduce AI-driven reforms in school
education
Hyderabad/Bangalore, Jan 30 (UNI) The Telangana government is set to introduce
transformative changes in school education by harnessing Artificial Intelligence (AI) and digital
initiatives to enhance learning quality.
Under the leadership of Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy, the School Education Department has
formulated plans to integrate AI-powered learning methods to improve educational standards
across the state.
As part of this initiative, a high-level delegation led by State Education Secretary Dr. Yogita Rana
visited the ExStep Foundation in Bengaluru on Thursday.
Tags: #Telangana to introduce AI-driven
reforms in school education
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Hubballi, Feb 3 (UNI) In a dramatic development in the Neha Hiremath
murder case, her father Niranjan Hiremath has called for a Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) probe, alleging the involvement of an influential

Karnataka MLA.

see more..

03 Feb 2025 | 3:49 PM

Hyderabad, Feb 3 (UNI) India’s leading 24/7 convenience retail chain, New Shop, has entered the
southern market by launching 20 franchise outlets in Hyderabad and Visakhapatnam.

see more..

03 Feb 2025 | 3:23 PM

Kochi, Feb 3 (UNI) Marking a significant milestone in ophthalmic research, India’s first retina
biobank has commenced operations at Amrita Hospital.

see more..

03 Feb 2025 | 3:11 PM

Rameswaram (Tamil Nadu) Feb 3 (UNI) The Sri Lankan Navy on Monday
apprehended 10 Indian fishermen and seized their mechanised fishing

trawler allegedly for straying into the Sri Lankan territorial waters and indulging in illegal fishing
activities.

see more..

03 Feb 2025 | 2:13 PM

Hyderabad, Feb 3 (UNI) The Indian Journalists Union (IJU) and the Punjab and Chandigarh
Journalists Union (PCJU) have condemned the high-handed behaviour of the Delhi Police against
journalists and camerapersons from Punjab while they were covering the Delhi Vidhan Sabha election
campaign.

Neha murder case: Father demands CBI probe

New Shop expands to Southern India with 20 new outlets

India’s first retina biobank launched at Amrita Hospital

Sri Lankan Navy apprehends 10 fishermen from
Tamil Nadu

IJU, PCJU condemn Delhi Police high-action against journalists

NEW DELHI, FEB 3 (UNI):- DMK MP
Kanimozhi Karunanidhi speaking in the Lok
Sabha during the Budget session of parliament
in New Delhi on Monday (tv grab) UNI
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NCERT seizes counterfeit textbooks in Agartala
raids

Agartala, Jan 30, 2025, TRIPURATIMES Desk

Agartala, Jan 30: A significant number of counterfeit academic books were seized by a joint inquiry committee
from the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) during raids at two prominent
bookstores in Agartala on Thursday. 

Chief Business Manager Amitabha Kumar, who led the NCERT team, explained that the operation followed
complaints to NCERT regarding counterfeit books being sold in Agartala. “We surveyed the market and with
police assistance, raided the shops identified in the complaints,” Kumar stated.

He further explained that the fake books were printed on substandard 50 GSM paper, unlike the genuine NCERT
books, which are printed on 80 GSM paper.

Kumar also highlighted the financial incentives behind the illegal sale of fake books and said  that while NCERT
offers a 20 percent profit margin, illegal publishers offer up to 40 percent, making counterfeit books more
appealing to bookstores. 

He assured that strict legal action would be taken against those involved in the illegal trade.
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Home | Andhra Pradesh | Ap Govt Retains First Year Intermediate Exams Plans Ncert Syllabus Implementation

The government has decided to continue conducting exams for first-year

intermediate students without any changes. This decision was made based on

feedback from stakeholders regarding the proposed reforms in intermediate

education. The Board is expected to withdraw the proposed internal assessment

for intermediate students.

BY TELANGANA TODAY PUBLISHED DATE - 30 JANUARY 2025, 11:47 AM

AP govt retains first-year Intermediate exams, plans NCERT

syllabus implementation
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Hyderabad: The Andhra Pradesh government on Thursday took a key decision

with regard to intermediate public examinations for the next academic year.

The government decided to continue exams for the first year intermediate

students as is being done. This decision has been taken as per the suggestions

received from the stakeholders on proposed reforms in the intermediate

education. The Board is likely to withdraw proposed internal assessment in the

intermediate education.

- Advertisement -
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The Andhra Pradesh Board of Intermediate Education has recently called for

suggestions on implementation of the National Council of Educational Research

and Training (NCERT) syllabus, conduct of examinations, and internal marking

system in the State.

As per the suggestions received till January 26, the government decided to

continue public examinations for first-year intermediate students.

According to suggestions and feedback received by the Board, if exams are

scrapped students might lose focus on studies, taking a toll on their learning

abilities.

However, plans are on to hold intermediate first and second year exams

implementing the NCERT syllabus.

Further, the Board intends to integrate mathematics A and B papers and roll out a

single paper in the exams. Similarly, Botany and Zoology subjects may be clubbed

into a single paper.

English is likely to be mandatory among the two language options. Students may

be allowed to choose another language as an option. The Board is expected to meet

soon and make decisions.
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An inquiry committee from the National Council of Educational Research and Training, led by Chief Business
Manager Amitabha Kumar, conducted raids at various bookstores across Agartala.

Agartala, Tripura, January 30 (HBTV): An inquiry committee from the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), led by Chief Business
Manager Amitabha Kumar, conducted raids at various bookstores across Agartala on
Thursday.   

The police seized a significant number of fake academic books during the operation.
Among the bookstores raided was one of the largest suppliers of books to private
schools.

Speaking to the media, Kumar stated, ‘We received complaints from Agartala that the
market is flooded with fake books. Based on these complaints, a committee was
formed to investigate. We surveyed the market in the initial days, and then, with the
assistance of the police, we raided the shops selling these counterfeit books.’

When asked about the differences between fake and original books, Kumar
explained, ‘All our books are printed on 80 GSM paper, whereas the fake books are
printed on 50 GSM paper. The printing quality is substandard, making it difficult for
students to use them throughout the year due to their poor durability.’
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TG moves towards AI-driven school education reforms
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The state government is turning to artificial intelligence (AI) to address key gaps in school education, particularly in
foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for primary students

Listen 

Hyderabad:The state government is turning to artificial intelligence (AI) to address key gaps in school education,
particularly in foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for primary students. The move follows a growing recognition
that technology could help improve learning outcomes across the state, providing a personalised approach to
education that addresses individual student needs.

A delegation led by Dr Yogita Rana, secretary of education, visited the EkStep Foundation in Bengaluru on Thursday, to
explore how AI could be used to enhance the state’s educational framework.
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What is the primary focus of the
Telangana government's initiative
involving AI in education?
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Enhancing sports facilities
Improving foundational literacy and
numeracy

Increasing school infrastructure

Expanding higher education programs
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EkStep, co-founded by tech entrepreneur Nandan Nilekani, has been working with several states, including Gujarat, to
implement digital learning tools and improve student performance.

One of the central points of the discussion was the use of AI tools to help improve basic skills like reading, writing and
numeracy in early education. Telangana is looking to implement AI-powered solutions to help teachers pinpoint the
learning gaps and provide students with tailored learning experiences, ensuring that every child receives the attention
they need to succeed in these foundational areas, the education department said in a statement.

Also Read - Cyberabad police arrests 2 vehicle lifters, 6 stolen bikes recovered

Alongside student-focused tools, the team also discussed strategies to improve the digital literacy of teachers, training
them to incorporate AI into their classrooms effectively.

The state aims to equip educators with the knowledge and skills to better guide students in a tech-enhanced learning
environment, they said.

The decision to integrate AI into education has been inspired by Kerala’s success in using AI to improve its education
system.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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A team comprising NCERT and Tripura Police personnel Friday raided several

bookshops in Agartala city and seized pirated NCERT textbooks.

The team was led by Amitabha Kumar, Chief Business Manager, National Council of

Educational Research and Training (NCERT).

Speaking to media persons, Kumar said the Council’s joint team from Delhi and

Guwahati regional headquarters conducted the raid with assistance from the

police.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Counterfeit NCERT books printed on sub-standard 50 GSM (Grams per Square Metre) paper were

seized in the raid. (Image: ncert.nic.in)
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“We surveyed the local market and raided the shops identified in complaints

received by us,” Kumar told reporters.

He also said counterfeit NCERT books printed on sub-standard 50 GSM (Grams per

Square Metre) paper were seized in the raid, and added that genuine NCERT

textbooks are printed on 80 GSM paper.

He said NCERT offers a 20 per cent profit margin to booksellers but some publishers

printing counterfeit books are often found offering up to 40 percent margin to

sellers.

Kumar also explained that genuine NCERT books would have registered

watermarks on them while counterfeit books lacked them and didn’t meet several

other specifications as well.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD
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“The shop owners who were found to be selling such books didn’t have proper bills

for them,” said the official, and added that strict legal action would be taken against

those involved.
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The raid came after some guardians flagged the counterfeit book issue to Education

Department officials.
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The real challenge in school education is to maintain the retention rates for all classes, from

primary to higher secondary levels, the Economic Survey 2024-25 said on Friday.

Retention rate is the percentage of students who enrol in a school and continue over a

specific period of time. “Retention rates stand at 85.4% for primary (Classes I to V), 78% for

Challenge of school education is to
maintain retention rates: Economic
Survey
Economic Survey 2024-25 lays stress on peer teaching, asks for leveraging AI to
aid teachers. It mentions Tamil Nadu’s ‘Illam Thedi Kalvi’ Scheme started to
bridge learning gaps in children
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elementary (Classes I to VIII), 63.8% for secondary (Classes I to X), and 45.6% for higher

secondary (Classes I to XII),” the survey states. 

Also Read | Economic Survey calls for doubling education infrastructure to achieve

NEP goal

The National Education Policy, 2020 aims for a 100% Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by 2030.

“The GER is near-universal at the primary (93%) and the efforts are under way to bridge the

gaps at the secondary (77.4%) and higher secondary level (56.2%),” the survey states. 

Expenditure on education has grown at a CAGR of 12% from ₹5.8 lakh crore in FY21 to ₹9.2

lakh crore in FY25 (BE), the survey says. 

India’s school education system serves 24.8 crore students across 14.72 lakh schools with 98

lakh teachers (UDISE+ 2023-24).

The National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy

(NIPUN Bharat) was launched in July 2021 by the Education Ministry to achieve

foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for every student by end of Class 3 by 2026-27. The

Economic Survey proposes that to achieve this peer teaching, apart from teacher-led

instruction, is a promising solution, where students learn by teaching and supporting their

peers.

The survey says that while Mission Ankur in Madhya Pradesh and Gujarat and Bihar’s

Mission Daksh aims to provide personalised mentoring for lagging students to achieve

grade-level competencies by 2025, they heavily rely on teachers, highlighting the need for

scalable, adaptable teaching strategies that offer personalisation without overburdening

educators.

Also Read | Budget 2025: Reduced taxes, investment in digital education needed for

education 

The survey states that The ‘Nalli-Kali’ (joyful learning in Kannada) programme, which was

launched in 1995 in Karnataka’s Mysuru district, focuses on peer and group work to create a

collaborative classroom environment that supports self-paced, personalised learning and is

now the primary pedagogy for Classes 1-3 in Karnataka to develop age-appropriate skills. The

‘Prerana’ model of education, implemented in Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Maharashtra,

Tamil Nadu, and Telangana through the Sikshana Foundation, also emphasises peer

learning and group work, where small groups of four to five students collaborate on

classroom activities, teaching and learning from each other. 
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It says that Involve Learning Solutions Foundation is working with educators in six districts

across Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, and Karnataka to integrate structured peer teaching into

government schools. The model pairs students identified as ‘Student Champions’ with

‘Learners.’ Each Student Champion, with better subject mastery, is trained further to support

a group of four learners, their peers who struggle to understand concepts, thereby facilitating

their progress through 40-minute sessions three to four times a week. 

Early evaluations in Karnataka’s Anekal block have shown increased learning outcomes in

numeracy for students by 15% compared with students who did not participate in the

programme. Similarly, in Bhagalpur, structured peer interactions have helped bridge reading

and numeracy gaps among children who could not meet age-appropriate learning

milestones, the survey states. 

The survey points out that there is a rural-urban digital divide in India with lower Internet-

searching capabilities in rural areas, especially among women. It says that 63% of men and

55% of women in rural areas can search the Internet for information compared with 74% of

men and 69% of women in urban areas. 

“The results highlight the need for focused efforts to close the digital gap,” the survey states. 

The survey speaks of leveraging artificial intelligence (AI) for teachers’ professional

development and providing AI-driven personal tutors for students. It says AI can automate

tasks like lesson planning and assessment development and foster critical thinking, freeing

teachers to focus on instruction and mentoring. 

Also Read | Economic Survey 2024-25: Key takeaways in charts

It also lauds the ‘Illam Thedi Kalvi’ Scheme launched by the Tamil Nadu government to

bridge the education gap brought about by the pandemic and the digital divide. The

initiative focuses on education through physical methods. The scheme was designed during

the pandemic to reduce students’ reliance on Internet resources for their learning, with

volunteers assisting them. These volunteers conducted door-to-door efforts to educate the

students. 

The State Planning Commission conducted a rapid assessment of the programme’s impact

through a comprehensive survey in September 2022. This assessment involved the active

participation of volunteers, teachers, headmasters, and parents from 362 schools across six

districts — Ariyalur, Cuddalore, Nagapattinam, Salem, Thiruvarur, and Villupuram. Parents

reported a noticeable improvement in their children’s learning experiences, noting that

2/3/25, 4:51 PM Challenge of school education is to maintain retention rates: Economic Survey - The Hindu

https://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/challenge-of-school-education-is-to-maintain-retention-rates-economic-survey/article69164642.ece 3/5207

https://www.thehindu.com/business/budget/economic-survey-2024-2025-highlights-key-takeaways/article69158118.ece


education has become a more enjoyable activity for them. The scheme continues to run till

date post pandemic to bridge learning gaps, the survey states.
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Ministry of Finance

INDIA'S SCHOOL EDUCATION SYSTEM SERVES
24.8 CRORE STUDENTS ACROSS 14.72 LAKH

SCHOOLS WITH 98 LAKH TEACHERS:
ECONOMIC SURVEY 2024-25

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS HAVING COMPUTERS
INCREASED FROM 38.5 % IN 2019-20 TO 57.2 % IN 2023-

2024: ECONOMIC SURVEY

PERCENTAGE OF SCHOOLS HAVING INTERNET FACILITY
INCREASED FROM 22.3 % IN 2019-20 TO 53.9 % IN 2023-

2024

SCHOOL DROPOUT RATES HAVE STEADILY DECLINED IN
RECENT YEARS, STANDING AT 1.9 % FOR PRIMARY, 5.2 %

FOR UPPER PRIMARY AND 14.1 % FOR SECONDARY
LEVELS

INTEGRATION OF TECHNOLOGY (ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE) ESSENTIAL IN ADDRESSING RAPIDLY

EVOLVING DYNAMICS OF EDUCATION SYSTEM

TOTAL HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS (HEIS)
INCREASED BY 13.8 PER CENT FROM 51,534 IN 2014- 15 TO

58,643 IN 2022-23

ECONOMIC SURVEY HIGHLGHTS INNOVATION LIKE PEER
TEACHING TO ATTAIN FINANCIAL LITERACY AND

NUMERACY TARGETS

Posted On: 31 JAN 2025 1:32PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Finance and Corporate Affairs Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman tabled the Economic Survey
2024-25 in the Parliament today. The Survey stated that education and human capital development are
among the foundational pillars of development and the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP) is built upon
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this principle.

 

SCHOOL EDUCATION

The Survey highlights that India's school education system serves 24.8 crore students across 14.72 lakh
schools with 98 lakh teachers (UDISE+ 2023-24). Government schools comprises 69 % of the total,
enrolling 50 % of students and employing 51 % of teachers, while private schools account for 22.5 %,
enrolling 32.6 % of students and employing 38 % of teachers.

 

The Survey highlights that NEP 2020 aims for a 100 % Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by 2030. The GER
is near universal at the primary (93 %) and the efforts are underway to bridge the gaps at the secondary
(77.4 %) and higher secondary level (56.2 %), driving the nation closer to its vision of inclusive and
equitable education for all.

 

The Survey says school dropout rates have steadily declined in recent years, standing at 1.9 % for primary,
5.2 % for upper primary, and 14.1 % for secondary levels.

 

Improvements in basic facilities, including sanitation, and information and communication technologies
(ICT) availability, have been notable, reflecting a positive trend in school infrastructure development. As
per UDISE+ 2023-24 Report, the percentage of schools having computers increased from 38.5 % in 2019-
20 to 57.2 % in 2023-2024. Similarly, percentage of schools having internet facility increased from 22.3 %
in 2019-20 to 53.9 % in 2023-2024.

 

The Government has been striving to achieve the objectives of NEP 2020 through a range of programmes
and schemes, including the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (along with its sub-schemes such as NISHTHA,
Vidya Pravesh, District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs), Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalaya
(KGBV), etc.), DIKSHA, STARS, PARAKH, PM SHRI, ULLAS, and PM POSHAN, among others.

 

The Survey mentions that to strengthen the Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) landscape, the
Government launched the National Curriculum for ECCE, Aadharshila, and the National Framework for
Early Childhood Stimulation, Navchetana, in April 2024. Navchetana focuses on holistic development for
children from birth to 3 years, offering 140 age specific activities through a 36-month stimulation calendar.
Aadharshila promotes play-based learning with over 130 activities for children aged 3 to 6 years that
support child-led and educator-led learning.
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Building strong foundations through literacy and numeracy

NEP 2020 stipulates that Foundational Literacy and Numeracy (FLN) is critical for education and lifelong
learning success. In this direction, the Department of School Education & Literacy launched the National
Mission, “National Initiative for Proficiency in Reading with Understanding and Numeracy (NIPUN
Bharat) to ensure that every child in the country necessarily attains FLN by the end of Grade 3, by 2026-
27. The education system is deploying innovative pedagogies and teaching methods to ensure that every
child achieves FLN. The Survey mentioned one such innovation, viz, Peer Teaching as a pathway for
achieving FLN.

 

Empowering minds: Unlocking potential with social and emotional learning

The Survey states that ECCE under NEP 2020 aims to achieve foundational literacy and socio-emotional
development.   The Survey discusses the importance of Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) in education,
providing examples of how the pedagogy can be developed to incorporate socio-emotional-ethical
development in the school curriculum.

 

The importance of skill education in schools has grown significantly with the advent of Industry 4.0, a
highly dynamic and skill-intensive era defined by automation, artificial intelligence (AI), Internet of things
(IoT), big data, and robotics.

 

Bridging the gap: Digital technology in education and the essentiality of digital literacy

Digital literacy ensures that students remain competitive by mastering skills like analyzing, synthesizing,
and communicating digital information. The rapid pace of technological change requires educators to stay
up-to-date on new digital trends and teaching methods. In an effort to leverage technology towards
enhancing the capabilities of educators and preparing them for the demands of the 21st century, the
government has launched TeacherApp, a cutting-edge digital platform.
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The incorporation of technology presents cost-effective solutions, making quality education more
accessible and inclusive for a broader population. To improve education systems, technology integration
may be focused on three key areas: using AI for teacher development and student tutoring, integrating
industry-relevant skills and certifications, and creating personalized learning software, said the Survey.

 

Investments in skills, research, innovation ecosystems, government-academic partnerships, and faculty
development are pivotal for efficiently delivering education services and improving learning outcomes,
states Economic Survey 2024-25.

 

Children with Special Needs (CwSN): Developing a culture of inclusivity

Under Samagra Shiksha, dedicated funds have been allocated to support CwSN through aids and
appliances, assistive devices, allowances, Braille materials, and therapeutic interventions including
infrastructure strengthening. Infrastructure improvements include ramps in 11.35 lakh schools, handrails in
7.7 lakh, and accessible toilets in 5.1 lakh schools.

 

HIGHER EDUCATION

The Survey mentions that India's higher education system ranks among the largest globally, with 4.33 crore
students enrolled in 2021-22, a 26.5 % increase from 3.42 crore in 2014-15. The GER for the 18–23 age
group also increased from 23.7 % to 28.4 % during this same period (2014-15 to 2021-22). To achieve the
government’s goal of increasing GER to 50 per cent by 2035 in higher education, there is a need to double
the educational network and infrastructure.

 

The Survey highlights that over the years, there has been a significant transformation in higher education
ecosystem. Total Higher Education Institutions (HEIs) increased by 13.8 per cent from 51,534 in 2014- 15
to 58,643 in 2022-23, the Survey added.

 

  2014 2023

Indian Institutes of Technology 16 23

Indian Institutes of Management 13 20

Universities 723 1213 in 2024

Medical colleges 387 in 2013-14 780 in 2024-25

 

By 2040, all HEIs are to become multidisciplinary institutions. The measures to achieve this aim include
greater opportunities for outstanding public education; scholarships by private/philanthropic universities
for disadvantaged and underprivileged students; online education and Open Distance Learning (ODL); and
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all infrastructure and learning materials accessible and available to learners with disabilities. The National
Education Policy calls for making ‘India a global knowledge superpower, Stated the Economic Survey
2024-25.

 

The Survey states that the effective implementation of NEP 2020 requires collaboration across the centre,
states, UTs, HEIs, and regulatory bodies.

 

*****

 NB/AK

(Release ID: 2097864) Visitor Counter : 1075

Read this release in: Tamil , Urdu , Hindi , Marathi , Assamese , Punjabi , Gujarati , Kannada , Malayalam
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NEWS STORIES

Pirated textbooks seized in Agartala by NCERT team

 By Hub Network January 31, 2025  0  683

Agartala, Jan 31: A joint team of National Council of Education Research and Traning (NCERT), along with

Tripura police seized pirated NCERT books that were being sold to students in bookshops in Agartala.

A team of NCERT officials led by its Chief Business Manager Amitabha Kumar conducted raids in several

bookshops in Agartala for the past two days and seized many counterfeit textbooks.

Talking to media persons, Kumar said that a joint team of NCERT officials from Delhi and the Guwahati
regional office conducted raids in several bookshops in Agartala and found pirated textbooks being sold to

the students illegally.


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Advertisement

He said that the raids were conducted following complaints from the guardians to the NCERT regarding

counterfeit books being sold in Agartala.

“We have surveyed the market and with police assistance, raided the shops identified in the complaints,”

Kumar said.

The official said that the fake books were printed on substandard 50 GSM (Grams per Square Metre) paper,
unlike the genuine NCERT books, which are printed on 80 GSM paper.

Noting the financial incentives behind the illegal sale of pirated textbooks, he said that while NCERT offers a
20 per cent profit margin, the publishers printing these counterfeit textbooks, offer up to 40 per cent,

making them more appealing to book vendors.

“The NCERT books have watermarks while pirated books didn’t have the imprint and also did not match
other specifications of NCERT books. The shop owners didn’t have any proper bills for the books,” Kumar

further added.

Also Read: Scientific mining of coal to begin in Meghalaya, 3 miners granted approval, 12 applicants in
final stage

Also Watch

Find latest news from every corner of Northeast India at hubnetwork.in, your online source for
breaking news, video coverage.
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