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Preface 

 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-

makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 

excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 

the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 

its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 

reference collections. 

 

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during FEBRUARY 2025. 

 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 
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 / News / Boards / Union Budget 2025: ₹78572.10 Crore For School Education & Literacy; PM SHRI Gets ₹7500 Crore

According to the allocation made by the finance ministry, the Department of School Education and Literacy has gone up by INR
5564 Cr i.e. to INR 78572.10 crore.

Union Budget 2025 for the Department of School Education and Literacy, Higher Education 

Union Budget 2025: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled the Union Education Budget 2025 in Parliament
today, February 1, 2025, allocating a total of INR 128650.05 crore to the education sector. This includes funding for the
Department of School Education and Literacy and the Department of Higher Education. The education budget emphasizes
several new initiatives and increased allocations to support the development and growth of India’s education system.

Detailed Allocation of Budget 2025-26 for Education Sector
For the financial year 2025-26, the total allocation for the education sector stands at INR 128650.05 crore. Below is a
breakdown of the budget allocation for the two key departments under the Ministry of Education.

Department of School Education and Literacy gets INR 78572.10 Crore
The school Education and Literacy department has been allocated approximately 61% of the total education budget for
2025-26. This allocation will support various educational schemes and initiatives aimed at strengthening school education across
the country.
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Register Now

Department of Higher Education gets INR 50077.95 Crore
The Department of Higher Education has been allocated 39% of the total budget, supporting the growth and expansion of India’s
higher education institutions.

Department 2024-25 Allocation (INR Crore) 2025-26 Allocation (INR Crore)

School Education & Literacy 73,008.10 78,572.10

Higher Education 47,619.77 50,077.95

Total 1,24,638.77 1,28,650.05

Key Budget Highlights
Increased Allocation for PM Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI)
The budget allocation for PM SHRI saw a significant increase of INR 1,450 crore, taking the total to INR 7500 crore. This
initiative aims to upgrade over 15,000 schools to align with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

Increased Funding for Pradhan Mantri Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN)
The allocation for the PM POSHAN scheme, which focuses on providing mid-day meals, has been increased to INR 12500

Union Budget 2025: ₹78572.10 Crore for School Education & Literacy; PM SHRI gets
₹7500 Crore
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crore, reinforcing the government’s commitment to improving nutrition and education for schoolchildren.

Boost for Strengthening Teaching-Learning and Results for States (STARS)
The STARS project, which is supported by the World Bank, has again received an allocation of INR 1,250 crore. This initiative
aims to enhance educational outcomes in states across the country.

Major Expenditure Heads under the Department of School Education and Literacy
The Department of School Education and Literacy has several key initiatives and expenditure heads under which the funds will be
allocated. Below are the key figures for the financial year 2024-25:

Expenditure Head
2024-25 Allocation (INR

Crore) 2025-26 Allocation (INR Crore)

Samagra Shiksha 37,500 41,249.98

Autonomous Bodies (including KVS and NVS) 15,638.67 15,430.58

Total Centrally Sponsored Schemes (including
PM POSHAN) 57,427.39 62,660.00

The Samagra Shiksha scheme, which focuses on holistic education, has been allocated INR 41249.98 crore. The allocation for
Autonomous Bodies, which includes Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS), has been
decreased to INR 15430.58 crore. Meanwhile, the Centrally Sponsored Schemes, including the PM POSHAN scheme, have
been increased to INR 62660.00 crore.

The Union Budget 2025 outlines several ambitious plans for the education sector, with substantial increases in allocations to
support both school and higher education initiatives. The government's continued focus on sustainability, education for all, and the
integration of technology in learning reflects a commitment to building a strong and resilient education system for the future. The
budget also emphasizes the expansion and improvement of existing schemes like PM SHRI and PM POSHAN, ensuring that
quality education and nourishment reach every corner of the country.

Read More:

Union Budget 2025: 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs, 6,500 New IIT Seats, 10,000 MBBS Seats and More Announced for Education

Follow Shiksha.com for latest education news in detail on Exam Results, Dates, Admit Cards, & Schedules, Colleges &
Universities news related to Admissions & Courses, Board exams, Scholarships, Careers, Education Events, New education
policies & Regulations.
To get in touch with Shiksha news team, please write to us at news@shiksha.com
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By: Education Desk Updated: February 2, 2025 09:57 IST

Budget 2025 for Education Sector Highlights: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on

Saturday presented the Budget 2025-26. In the next 5 years, 75000 more seats will be added in the

medical colleges and the government will give boost to infrastructure of IITs set-up after 2014.

Ahead of Bihar elections, IIT-Patna’s infrastructure will be given a boost.

Further, the Centre will grant more fellowships, said the FM.

While the education sector pitches for a 6 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) allocation to

the public education system, the minister this year allocated Rs 1,28,650.05 crore, marking a 6.65

per cent increase from the previous year. Last year, the education sector was allocated Rs 1.12 lakh

crore, which was a 13 per cent increase from the previous year.

Read | IIM-IIT parity, focus on STAM, lower tax for low-income students: Union Budget 2025
expectations

A day before the Budget 2025, the Union finance minister tabled the Economic Survey 2024-25 in

the Parliament, which stated that India’s school education system serves 24.8 crore students across

14.72 lakh schools with 98 lakh teachers (UDISE+ 2023-24). Government schools make up 69 per

cent of the total, enrolling 50 per cent of students and employing 51 per cent of teachers, while

Education Budget 2025: While the education sector still hopes for 6 per cent of Gross Domestic Product (GDP) allocation

to the public education system, the minister last year allocated Rs 1.12 lakh crore to the education sector

Home ePaper My Express UPSC World India Explained Opinion Politics Business Sports

2/3/25, 4:53 PM Union Budget 2025 Highlights: Education ministry gets Rs 1.28 lakh crore, check other highlights | Education News - The Indian…

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-live-updates-education-sector-nirmala-sitharaman-school-higher-education-alloca… 2/37

7

https://indianexpress.com/agency/education-desk/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-26-10000-more-medical-seats-boost-infrastructure-in-5-iits-9811197/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-26-10000-more-medical-seats-boost-infrastructure-in-5-iits-9811197/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-26-10000-more-medical-seats-boost-infrastructure-in-5-iits-9811197/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-26-10000-more-medical-seats-boost-infrastructure-in-5-iits-9811197/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/education-budget-2025-26-focus-on-stam-iim-iit-parity-lower-tax-union-budget-expectations-9805482/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/education-budget-2025-26-focus-on-stam-iim-iit-parity-lower-tax-union-budget-expectations-9805482/
https://indianexpress.com/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/epaper/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/my-express/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/upsc-current-affairs/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/world/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/business/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/?ref=l1_lb


private schools account for 22.5 per cent, enrolling 32.6 per cent of students and employing 38 per

cent of teachers.

The NEP 2020 aims for a 100 per cent Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) by 2030. The GER is near-

universal at the primary (93 per cent) and the efforts are underway to bridge the gaps at the

secondary (77.4 per cent) and higher secondary level (56.2 per cent), driving the nation closer to its

vision of inclusive and equitable education for all.

LIVE UPDATES

Sort Latest

18:25 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: What is Gyan Bharatam Mission

Documentation and conservation of our manuscript heritage to cover more than 1 crore

manuscripts. National Digital Repository of Indian knowledge systems for knowledge sharing

to be set up

   

18:18 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: PM Research Fellowship

The Union Budget aims to provide ten thousand fellowships from Centre for technological

research in IITs and IISc.

   

18:15 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Investing in people, economy and innovation
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17:58 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Increase may not be there yet the quantum of
allocation is good, says Dr Vikas Prakash Director - PGPM & Professor

“10,000 medical seats and 5 additional IITs is a much desired step to increase employability and

also productivity in the country. Apart from this the step to set up 5 National Centres of

Excellence will give further boost to the much required productivity of Indian workers.

Employability of youth who pursue streams other than engineering, medical and management

is very poor. Overall in India as per Dec 2024, employability of Indian graduates is just 54%. For

management graduates it is 78% which is the highest. With this poor employability one can’t

blame the economy for not creating jobs,”

–Says Dr Vikas Prakash Director – PGPM & Professor, Great Lakes Institute of Management,

Gurgaon
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17:11 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Allocation in the education sector

The Ministry of Education has been allocated more than Rs 1.28 lakh crore in the Union Budget

2025-26, higher than the revised estimate of Rs 1.14 lakh crore in 2024-25. While the Higher

Education department has been allocated an amount of Rs 50,067 crore, the school education

department has received Rs 78,572 crore.

From University Grants Commission (UGC) to National Council of Education Research and

Training (NCERT), most bodies under the Ministry of Education have received an increased

allocation.

Top business schools — Indian Institutes of Managements (IIMs), which witnessed consistent

cut in their allocated budget in a push to make them self-reliant, have also received an

increased allocation of Rs 251 crore as against a revised estimate of Rs 227 crore last year.

However, the budget granted to the Indian Institute of Science, Education and Research (IISERs)

has seen a drop of Rs 137 crore. Similarly, the allocated amount for World Class Institutions,

has been reduced by more than 50 per cent. Last year, the amount allocated was Rs 1000 crore

which has now been reduced to Rs 475 crore.

   

16:12 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Focus must now shift to outcome-driven reforms'

The Union Budget 2025-26 sets the right direction with AI-driven education, research

fellowships, deep-tech funding, and global skilling partnerships. These are crucial steps toward

positioning education as an economic powerhouse. However, policy is always a work in

progress—the real test is execution. If India is to leapfrog in education the way it did in

digitization, we need a 10X mindset in implementation, institutional accountability, and

adaptability.

The focus must now shift to outcome-driven reforms—aligning research with national

priorities, empowering universities to lead innovation, and embedding competency-building

over mere skilling. This decade will define India’s global standing. Bold policy must now meet

bold execution.

Kunal Vasudeva, co-founder and managing director, Indian School of Hospitality
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: What Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan tells
about Union Budget 2025?
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Expressing gratitude, the Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said: ” This will

make education and skill development more equitable and accessible, provide our

#amritpeedhi and #yuvashakti with a broader canvas to express themselves and contribute to

making India a knowledge-based economy.”

Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp · Follow

Education, skilling, research and innovation are the 
cornerstone of harnessing the full potential of India’s  
Yuva Shakti, championing development, realising 
aspirations and actualising the goal of Viksit Bharat 
by 2047. 

Grateful to PM @narendramodi ji and FM 
@nsitharaman for… Show more

3:06 PM · Feb 1, 2025
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Budget will pave way for India to strengthen its
position as a global hub'

The 2025 budget showcases the government’s commitment to empowering Indian youth with

the skills and opportunities needed to thrive in a globalized world. By addressing the full

spectrum of education—from expanding seats in premier institutions to fostering innovation
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through Centres of Excellence in AI—the budget paves the way for India to strengthen its

position as a global hub for skilled talent.

The removal of TCS, on education-related remittances funded through loans is a particularly

commendable step, easing financial barriers for students aspiring to study abroad. This

forward-thinking approach ensures that India’s youth have access to the best opportunities,

both within the country and globally.

– Piyush Kumar Regional Director – South Asia, Canada, Latin America and Mauritius, IDP

Education.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: What doctors think of the budget announcement?

Dr Dhruv Chauhan, a national council member of the Indian Medical Association (IMA)

condemn the announcement of increase in the number of seats in medical colleges.
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Dr.Dhruv Chauhan
@DrDhruvchauhan · Follow

Quality of Medical Education : No budget 
Vacancies for Doctors : No budget 
Spend in healthcare sector : No budget 
Accountability of Exam bodies NMC, NBE, NTA to 
conduct exams with fairness : No Budget

Har ghar doctor banao Yojana : Full budget.
#Budget2025

1:14 PM · Feb 1, 2025
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Student-centric budget'

The Union Budget 2025-26 is a transformative step toward empowering India’s student

community and enhancing global student mobility. The government’s revisions to the Tax

Collected at Source (TCS) system under the Liberalized Remittance Scheme (LRS) will

significantly ease the financial burden on families. With over 1.3 million Indian students

contributing more than US$60 billion in outward remittances, the increase in the TCS threshold

from Rs 7 lakh to Rs 10 lakh is a clear recognition of the financial challenges families face. The

removal of TCS on remittances funded through education loans is a welcome move, ensuring

financial constraints no longer hinder access to world-class education.
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This student-centric budget reinforces the government’s commitment to making education

more accessible, affordable, and inclusive, while solidifying India’s position as a global talent

hub. The expansion of IITs, 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs, and the Centre of Excellence in

Artificial Intelligence with Rs 500 crore funding reflect a strong focus on skilling the youth.

Additionally, the streamlined process for claiming TCS refunds will simplify financial planning

for students and families. With these measures, higher education becomes more accessible,

helping create a future-ready generation of students.

– Saurabh Arora, Founder & CEO, University Living
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Focused well on growth coupled with inclusivity'

Budget 2025 has focused well on growth coupled with inclusivity through multiple policy

initiatives and allocation of funds. India’s future growth would depend much upon innovation

and entrepreneurship for wealth creation and productive jobs creation in labour intensive

sectors that has been given a due emphasis through the Make in India initiative. Budget has

emphasized on education and skill development by allocation of Rs 1.48 lakh crore to

education, employment, and skill development; 10,000 fellowships for technological research in

IITs with enhanced financial support, research and development expenditure in private sector

to promote deep tech ventures, center of excellence in AI focused on education etc. The

allocation of Rs 20000 crore to promote research in the private sector will give a push to “Make

in India” initiatives through deep tech ventures. However, this would require a big push to

R&D expenditure to GDP from around 0.65% to at least the world average of 1.79% for

accelerating our rankings in Global Innovation Index and to become a hub for high end

manufacturing.

– Prof. Arya Kumar, Dean of Alumni Relations, BITS Pilani
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Budget is visionary'

The Budget 2025 is visionary in enhancing India’s higher education, women empowerment,

and entrepreneurship as pillars of an inclusive, equitable, innovation-led economy. In this

budget, ₹500 crore for AI Centres of Excellence and the establishment of five national skilling

centres have been put as strong commitments of the government. By providing and integrating

AI into the education and skill development sectors, it ensures that students will be ready to

meet emerging opportunities in all the sectors.

Home ePaper My Express UPSC World India Explained Opinion Politics Business Sports

2/3/25, 4:53 PM Union Budget 2025 Highlights: Education ministry gets Rs 1.28 lakh crore, check other highlights | Education News - The Indian…

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-live-updates-education-sector-nirmala-sitharaman-school-higher-education-alloca… 9/37

14

https://indianexpress.com/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/epaper/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/my-express/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/upsc-current-affairs/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/world/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/business/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/?ref=l1_lb


Additionally, the initiative to set up 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs under the Budget 2025 is a

transformative step towards fostering innovation and hands-on learning in science, technology,

engineering, and mathematics (STEM). This will enable students to develop critical problem-

solving skills, preparing a future-ready workforce in line with India’s digital and technological

aspirations.

IIMs, including IIM Sambalpur are working towards the vision by developing specialized STEM-

based programs such as MBA in Business Analytics, AI in learning methodology, and Women

Empowerment programs that help bridge technology and management so that students

become leaders in the world of data-driven decision-making, Fintech, and AI-powered

industries. I believe that by integrating STEM with management education, IIMs are preparing

students for high-impact careers while driving India’s goal of becoming a global innovation

powerhouse.

– Prof Mahadeo Jaiswal, director, IIM Sambalpur
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Will make great positive changes in innovation,
research and business collaboration'

The Union Budget of 2025 certainly shows a great focus on steps to develop education

technology in India. The move to ensure broadband connectivity is done to all government run

secondary schools needs no emphasis as it will help close the digital gap and allow smooth

access of information to students. Visionary steps like establishment of five National Centres Of

Excellence for youth will ensure focused skill development and world ready education. Train

the Trainers, Skill Training of the youth will ensure more employability. Introduction of Digital

Language book ” Bhasa Pustak” will help promotion of all regional language.

It is encouraging to note that IIT enrollment has increased from 65000 to 135000 in the last

couple of years and even further development of infrastructure by the government is a positive

signal towards world class STEM education. Also, the latest announcement on establishment of

a Centre of Excellence in AI for Education will make great positive changes in innovation,

research and business collaboration, ensuring that India is able to keep pace with the rest of

the world in new age technologies. Expansion of medical education in adding 10k seats next

year and 70k seats in next 5 years will add strength to healthcare sectors.

– Sukanta Parida, admission and marketing director, Centurion University
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Bihar appears to have got bonanza, why Andhra
Pradesh so cruelly ignored'
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Taking a swipe at the Modi government over its budget announcements, the Congress on

Saturday said Bihar appears to have got a bonanza and asked why the other pillar of the NDA,

Andhra Pradesh, has been so “cruelly ignored”. Bihar remained in focus in the presentation of

the Union Budget for the fiscal 2025-26 with Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman making

several announcements for the state, including setting up of a Makhana Board, financial

support for western Kosi canal and support for enhancing capacity of IIT Patna. Presenting her

record eighth Union Budget in the Lok Sabha, the finance minister also announced that the

Centre will establish a National Institute of Food Technology, entrepreneurship and

management in Bihar and also facilitate greenfield airports there to meet the future needs of

the state.

Congress general secretary in-charge communications Jairam Ramesh said Bihar appears to

have got a bonanza of announcements. “It is natural since elections are due there later in the

year. But why is (has) the other pillar of the NDA, namely Andhra Pradesh, been so cruelly

ignored?” Ramesh said on X in an apparent reference to BJP allies JD(U) from Bihar and TDP

from Andhra Pradesh. The Congress leader also hit out at the government over announcements

related to nutritional support programmes like Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0.

“The Finance Minister has announced the revision of cost norms in Saksham anganwadi and

Poshan 2.0 — after many years of turning down this demand. The FM has however not

extended this announcement to – inclusion of breakfast in schools; provision of a glass of milk,

as is done in Karnataka through the Ksheera Bhagya Scheme; upward revision in honorarium

given to Anganwadi workers,” he said.

“The Union Education and WCD Ministries themselves have been pushing for these proposals

for years, only to be turned down by the Finance Ministry. What kind of investment in people is

the Finance Minister envisioning without these basic provisions?” Ramesh said.

   

12:54 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: What did Nirmala Sitharaman announce for the
Education sector?

– The Saksham Anganwadi and Poshan 2.0 programme provides nutritional support to more

than 8 crore children, 1 crore pregnant women and lactating mothers all over the country, and

about 20 lakh adolescent girls in aspirational districts and the north-east region. The cost

norms for the nutritional support will be enhanced appropriately.

– 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs will be set up in Government schools in next 5 years to cultivate

the spirit of curiosity and innovation, and foster a scientific temper among young minds.

– Broadband connectivity will be provided to all Government secondary schools and primary

health centres in rural areas under the Bharatnet project.
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– Implement a Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme to provide digital-form Indian language books

for school and higher education. This aims to help students understand their subjects better.

– Building on the initiative announced in the July 2024 Budget, five National Centres of

Excellence for skilling will be set up with global expertise and partnerships to equip our youth

with the skills required for “Make for India, Make for the World” manufacturing. The

partnerships will cover curriculum design, training of trainers, a skills certification framework,

and periodic reviews.

– Total number of students in 23 IITs has increased 100 per cent from 65,000 to 1.35 lakh in the

past 10 years. Additional infrastructure will be created in the 5 IITs started after 2014 to

facilitate education for 6,500 more students. Hostel and other infrastructure capacity at IIT

Patna will also be expanded.

– A Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence for education will be set up with a total outlay

of Rs 500 crore.

– Government has added almost 1.1 lakh UG and PG medical education seats in ten years, an

increase of 130 per cent. In the next year, 10,000 additional seats will be added in medical

colleges and hospitals, towards the goal of adding 75,000 seats in the next 5 years.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: What's on health?

– Facilitate setting up of daycare cancer centres in all district hospitals over the next three

years and 200 of these will be established in 2025-26

– Gig workers will be provided healthcare facilities under the PM Jan Aarogya Yojana (PM-JAY).

Likely to assist nearly 1 crore workers.

– 10,000 additional seats will be added in medical colleges and hospitals towards the goal of

adding 75,000 seats in the next five years

– Facilitate setting up of daycare cancer centres in all district hospitals in the next three years.

200 centres will be established in 2025-26 itself

– Broadband connectivity will be provided to all government secondary schools and primary

healthcare centres

– In the next year, 10,000 additional seats will be added in medical colleges and hospitals

towards the goal of adding 75,000 seats in the next five years
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: What did FM say on education loan?

Government exempts TCS for remittances for education purposes in cases where education

loan is taken from specified financial institutions.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Tax benefits for startups

The 2025-26 Budget extends the period of incorporation by 5 years for Startups to avail tax

benefits.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: No income tax for annual income upto Rs 12 lakh

No income tax payable for annual income upto Rs 12 lakh.
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The FM also announced day care centres in all district hospitals in the next 3 years. As many as

200 such centres will be set up in 2025-26.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: PM Research Fellowship
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11:52 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Will increasing seats in the existing colleges do good?

We are unsure if increasing of seats in the existing IITs shall do major good to the country;

instead, the Government should focus in improving the quality and outcome of education in

the existing engineering colleges of the country and make them sustainable. That would set up

the tone for higher private investments in higher education.

– Shantanu Rooj, Founder and CEO, TeamLease Edtech
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 10,000 fellowships for tech research

In the next 5 years, the FM announced in her budget, as many as 10,000 fellowships for tech

research in the IIT and IISc will be provided.

   

11:37 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Increase in medical seats
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Next year 10,000 seats will be added in medical colleges and hospitals, the FM announced,

adding that as many as 75,000 seats will be added in next five years.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Broadband connectivity to all government secondary
schools

Presenting the Union Budget 2025, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced

broadband connectivity will be provided to all government secondary schools and primary

healthcare centres.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 5 national centres for skilling with global expertise

FM Sitharaman announces setting up of five national centres for skilling with global expertise.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Bharartiya Bhasha Pushtak scheme

Government will launch a Bharartiya Bhasha Pushtak scheme to provide digital form of Indian

language books for schools and higher education, the Finance Minister announced.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Additional infrastructure in five IITs

Government will be creating additional infrastructure in five IITs started after 2014 and

expand IIT Patna, the FM announced.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs

The Finance Minister in her eighth consecutive budget announced the set up of 50,000 Atal

Tinkering Labs in the next 5 years to cultivate scientific temper in young minds.
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: National Institute of Food Technology,
Entreprenuership and Management

Govt to establish national institute of food technology, entreprenuership and management in

Bihar, the Finance Minister announced.

   

11:17 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Resilience programme focussing on youth'

Government to launch rural prosperity, resilience programme focussing on youth, women and

farmers, says Finance Minister.

   

11:14 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: 'Next 5 years as unique opportunity to stimulate
growth'

Presenting the Union Budget 2025, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that this

will be a “journey to unlock our potential for greater prosperity.”

“Indian economy is fastest growing among all developing economies. We see the next five years

as unique opportunity to stimulate growth,” she added.

   

11:10 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Quality education in Viksit Bharat

Viksit Bharat will have zero poverty, quality education, high-quality, affordable and

comprehensive healthcare, says FM Sitharaman.

   

11:03 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: FM Sitharaman starts budget speech

The Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is now presenting the Budget 2025-26 on the

Parliament.

   

11:00 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Phases in budget session
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The Budget Session is unfolding in two phases — the first running between February 1 and

February 13, and the second scheduled from March 10 to April 4. On January 31, the Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also tabled the Economic Survey 2024-25 in the Parliament.

   

10:51 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: President Murmu offers 'dahi-cheeni' to FM
Sitharaman

President Draupadi Murmu offered ‘dahi-cheeni’ (curd-sugar) to FM Nirmala Sitharaman

before presenting the Budget 2025.

   

10:46 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: School dropout rates decreased

According to the Economic Survey 2024-25, school dropout rates14 have steadily declined in

recent years, standing at 1.9 per cent for primary, 5.2 per cent for upper primary, and 14.1 per

cent for secondary levels.

   

10:26 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: AI driven recruitment, workforce planning

India’s employment and HRTech sectors will grow and this will be driven by emerging

technologies. We feel there will be a 20% increase in the job market because of fields like AI,

machine learning, and cybersecurity, alongside sector-specific hiring opportunities. Skills-

based hiring is the need of the hour and this is why programs like Skill India Digital will play a

crucial role in preparing the youth for the digital economy. What is also important is aligning

the student’s skills with the requirements of the industry. We hope there will be a continued

support for entrepreneurship, through increased investment in sectors like AI and IoT and the

simplification of regulatory processes, will create a more conducive environment for startups,

encouraging innovation and job creation.

There’s a strong possibility that more funds will be allocated to skilling initiatives, building on

the government’s previous efforts for 41 million individuals and the Rs 4520 crore allocated to

the Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. We anticipate an increase in this

year’s allocation to further boost skill development and job creation, with a greater focus on

state-wise distribution of funds.

The key trends we see in 2025 will be AI driven recruitment and workforce planning along

with AI tools streamlining hiring, reducing biases, and enhancing HR functions through
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predictive analytics and task automation. Skills based hiring will take the spotlight as

employers will prioritize skills over traditional qualifications.

– Ankit Aggarwal, Founder & CEO of Unstop, talent attraction, assessment and hiring platform

for Gen Zs

   

10:12 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Continued emphasis on STEM, AI-driven learning

In Union Budget 2025 we hope for continued emphasis on STEM education, AI-driven learning,

and the implementation of NEP objectives. The past year’s budget announcements laid a strong

foundation with initiatives like increased focus on digital education and skill development.

Building on this momentum, we anticipate more targeted investments in advanced STEM

research, AI adoption in higher education, and micro-credential programs. These measures will

not only enhance employability but also position India as a global leader in education and

innovation.

– Dr Ashok Kumar Mittal, Chancellor, Lovely Professional University

   

10:06 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: PM Internship Scheme

With 10 million graduates and 12 million entering the workforce annually, India faces the dual

challenge of job creation and employability. With a GER of 28.4% in higher education, bridging

the skill gap is crucial. The PM Internship Scheme (PMIS), launched in the previous budget, is a

game-changer in enhancing employability. Its first phase saw 6.5 lakh applications for 1.3 lakh

internships across 280 companies. The second phase, launched in January, aims to expand

corporate participation to 500 companies, boosting applications by 60-70% and intake by 30%.

PMIS is also expected to drive a 10-15% increase in CSR spending on skilling. The government

plans to further expand the initiative, fostering industry-academia collaboration and equipping

youth with practical skills. By emphasizing internships, apprenticeships, and skilling, PMIS

strengthens India’s workforce, enhances productivity, and supports economic growth,

positioning itself as a key driver of sustainable development.

– Dhriti Prasanna Mahanta, Vice President & Business Head at TeamLease Degree

Apprenticeship
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10:00 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Social sector policies need to be considered

Social sector policies need to consider the complex interplay of multiple factors which

eventually determine their success. For example, a policy to improve school education may not

be very effective without policies related to healthcare, food and nutritional security, access to

transport facilities, and household income playing as the contributing factors to a child

continuing school.

– Economic Survey 2024-25

   

09:52 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: 'Strategic investments in human capital'

As we anticipate the upcoming budget, our hope is that the government prioritizes strategic

investments in human capital, recognizing its pivotal role in driving sustainable and inclusive

economic growth. This entails a multi-pronged approach encompassing robust support for skill

development initiatives that align with evolving industry demands, fostering a thriving

research and innovation ecosystem through enhanced funding and industry-academia

partnerships, and ensuring equitable access to quality education at all levels. We believe that a

budget focused on empowering our youth with relevant skills, fostering a culture of innovation,

and promoting inclusive education will not only enhance employability and drive economic

progress but also lay the foundation for a more prosperous and equitable future for India.

Fr. Dr. K.S. Casimir, Director of XLRI Delhi-NCR

   

09:47 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Role of foreign universities in advancing India's 2025 goals

Foreign university partners play a crucial role in advancing India’s 2025 development goals by

strengthening education, skilling, research, and innovation.

1. Industry-Academia Collaboration: Facilitate joint R&D in AI, sustainability, healthcare, and

manufacturing; enhance curriculum alignment with global industry needs.

2. Skilling & Workforce Development: Support India’s skilling mission through world-class

training, centers of excellence in digital fields, and industry-led apprenticeships.

3. Digital & AI-Integrated Learning: Expand virtual labs, AI-driven education, and digital

Home ePaper My Express UPSC World India Explained Opinion Politics Business Sports

2/3/25, 4:53 PM Union Budget 2025 Highlights: Education ministry gets Rs 1.28 lakh crore, check other highlights | Education News - The Indian…

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/union-budget-2025-live-updates-education-sector-nirmala-sitharaman-school-higher-education-alloc… 24/37

29

https://indianexpress.com/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/subscribe/epaper/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/my-express/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/upsc-current-affairs/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/entertainment/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/world/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/india/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/explained/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/opinion/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/political-pulse/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/business/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/sports/?ref=l1_lb
https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/?ref=l1_lb


inclusion initiatives to enhance accessibility.

4. Internationalisation of Higher Education: Promote joint degrees, student/faculty exchanges,

and offshore campuses to position India as a global education hub.

5. Research & Innovation: Align projects with sustainability, clean energy, healthcare, and

indigenous technology development under ‘Make in India.’

6. Policy Advisory & Capacity Building: Aid NEP 2020 implementation, faculty training, and

policy development for skill-based education.

With India’s 2025 focus on digital learning, AI, and research, foreign university collaborations

are key to building a globally competitive workforce and advancing India’s knowledge

economy.

– Ravneet Pawha, Vice President (Global Engagement) and CEO (South Asia), Deakin University

   

09:41 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Key expectations as highlighted by Vice President (Global
Engagement), CEO (South Asia), Deakin University

The 2025 budget is expected to introduce forward-looking reforms that enhance digital

learning, expand access, and strengthen industry-academia collaborations. Some of the

anticipated priorities include:

– Increased funding for digital infrastructure, including virtual labs and the Digital University

initiative.

– Greater integration of AI, machine learning, and data sciences into curricula.

– Targeted investments to bridge the digital divide in rural areas.

– Expansion of skill-based education with a focus on hands-on training and internships.

– Reduction or elimination of GST on educational services and digital learning tools to make

education more affordable.

These initiatives will ensure that students are equipped with the skills necessary for a rapidly
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evolving job market.

Ravneet Pawha, Vice President (Global Engagement) and CEO (South Asia), Deakin University

   

09:38 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Enhance employability for youth, particularly in Tier-2 and Tier-3
cities

The upcoming Union Budget is expected to prioritize the modernization and inclusivity of

India’s education sector, aligning with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and India’s

aspirations to become a global knowledge hub.

One key focus area could be digital education. The digital divide has widened post-pandemic,

especially in rural and underserved areas. The government will likely allocate substantial

resources to bridge this gap by improving internet connectivity, providing devices, and

investing in digital tools for schools and colleges. Expanding access to platforms like DIKSHA

and strengthening the digital learning ecosystem will be critical.

Another area of emphasis could be skill development and vocational training. Programs

designed to enhance employability for youth, particularly in Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities, may see

increased funding. This aligns with India’s push toward industrial growth, especially in high-

demand sectors like IT, hospitality, and green energy.

Additionally, higher education may be boosted through incentives for international

collaborations, research funding, and promoting India as a global education destination.

Scholarships for economically weaker students and support for private institutions driving

excellence might also feature. The budget will likely focus on accessibility, employability, and

global competitiveness, reflecting a roadmap for bridging economic and educational disparities

across India.

– Kunal Vasudeva, Co-founder & Managing Director of the Indian School of Hospitality

   

09:30 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: How did the 2024 budget support education, skilling, and
employment?

The 2024 budget allocated Rs 1.48 lakh crore to education, employment and skilling, reflecting

the government’s commitment to building a future-ready workforce. Key measures included

strengthening the skilling and apprenticeship ecosystem, creating internship opportunities for
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1 crore youth, and employment-linked incentives for first-time employees. Significant financial

support was also introduced, including Model Skill Loans up to Rs 7.5 lakh for 25,000 students

annually and education loans up to Rs 10 lakh with a 3 per cent interest subvention for

domestic higher education. These initiatives have laid a strong foundation for the education

sector’s growth.

   

09:27 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Compliance for professionals, rationalise taxation for start-ups,
incentivise ESG-led initiatives

“As the Union Budget 2025 draws near, ICAI remains optimistic about the government’s vision

for shaping an inclusive and progressive India. We look forward to reforms that can empower

the education and promote ease of doing business, both of which are critical to the nation’s

growth story.

We hope for measures that simplify compliance for professionals, rationalise taxation for start-

ups, and incentivise ESG-led initiatives through tax benefits. Aligning tax provisions with global

benchmarks and supporting innovation will accelerate India’s journey to becoming a global

economic leader.

We are confident that a forward-looking budget will enable ICAI and the larger professional

community to contribute even more significantly to the nation’s sustainable and inclusive

development. Together, we can build a robust framework that uplifts every segment of society

and drives India’s aspirations to new heights.

– CA Ranjeet Kumar Agarwal, President, ICAI

   

09:25 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Strengthen the Model Skilling Loan Scheme

As we look ahead to the Union Budget 2025, it is essential that we move beyond incremental

measures and take transformative steps to bridge the widening gap between education,

skilling, and employability. While last year’s focus on employment-linked skilling schemes and

financial support for education loans was encouraging, the true challenge lies in driving

systemic change that integrates skilling into the DNA of higher education. We urge the

government to strengthen the Model Skilling Loan Scheme, ensuring it includes targeted

funding for industry-aligned, short-term certifications that enhance employability in dynamic

sectors like marketing, technology, and digital innovation. Additionally, the salary eligibility cap

for employment incentives should be revised upwards to reflect the rising aspirations and

realities of India’s knowledge economy. Educational institutions must be incentivized—and

held accountable—to embed experiential learning, internships, and mentorships as a core part

of their programmes. The burden of making students workforce-ready cannot rest solely on
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companies. At the same time, investments in AI hubs, EdTech regulatory frameworks, and a

nationwide push toward digital-first classrooms are non-negotiable if we want to future-proof

our workforce. We hope this budget delivers not just on numbers but also on systems and

accountability. India’s youth need more than degrees; they need a cohesive ecosystem that

empowers them to become industry leaders from day one.

– Varun satia, Founder & CEO, Kraftshala

   

09:21 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: 'Continued focus on STEM education'

In Union Budget 2025 we hope for continued emphasis on STEM education, AI-driven learning,

and the implementation of NEP objectives. The past year’s budget announcements laid a strong

foundation with initiatives like increased focus on digital education and skill development.

Building on this momentum, we anticipate more targeted investments in advanced STEM

research, AI adoption in higher education, and micro-credential programs. These measures will

not only enhance employability but also position India as a global leader in education and

innovation.

– Dr Ashok Kumar Mittal, Chancellor, Lovely Professional University

   

09:16 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: What IIM Sambalpur Director expects from the budget?

As we approach the upcoming Union Budget 2025, I am very much optimistic about the

government’s continued focus on fostering innovation, entrepreneurship, and skill

development. Policies supporting incubation centers, small startups, and the creation of

globally recognized Indian brands will be more significant in driving economic growth,

promoting innovation and empowering the next generation of entrepreneurs, which should be

the focus area for government also.

We also look forward to such empowering initiatives, promoting international collaborations

and partnerships as that is the only way through which the Indian education system can

compete globally. Enabling international dual-degree programs, joint research endeavors, and

student exchange programs with global universities, alongside working closely with

international NGOs and aligning with Sustainable Development Goal 17, will be instrumental in

enhancing India’s global standing in education and research.

At IIM Sambalpur, we believe such measures will not only strengthen the innovation ecosystem

but also position India as a hub for academic excellence and sustainable development in the
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global arena.

– Prof Mahadeo Jaiswal, IIM Sambalpur Director

   

09:13 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Focus more on vocational skills, invest in infrastructure and
resources

The government must focus more on vocational skills to prepare people for real-world jobs.

Vocational education is not just an option anymore; it is essential for helping students gain

future-ready skills and improving employability. By creating special funds for industry-

academia collaboration, programs like research internships and technology partnerships can

grow. These will help students learn practical skills and make education more relevant to job

market needs.

To achieve the goal of increasing the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education, we must

invest in infrastructure and resources. This means building more classrooms, upgrading

facilities, and including vocational education as a core part of the system. Recruiting and

training teachers should also be a priority to ensure better education quality.

India can also improve its global standing in education by collaborating with international

universities and encouraging private and EdTech partnerships. This will help attract more

foreign students and strengthen the education system.

An increase in the education budget is a strong and positive step. However, we must ensure

that the money is used effectively. The focus should be on building infrastructure and investing

in teachers and students. A skilled workforce, inclusive education system, and global

competitiveness are the key to making India a leader in education and development in the 21st

century.”

– Er. Koneru Lakshman Havish, Vice President, KL Deemed to Be University

   

09:11 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: Tax relief, expanding access to education

The government is expected to offer tax relief for corporate grants to educational institutions,

thereby encouraging collaborations to improve infrastructure and research initiatives.

Additionally, Public-Private Partnerships (PPP) are likely to be prioritized in the upcoming

budget to address infrastructure gaps and resource constraints in disadvantaged areas,

fostering holistic growth. To achieve the objectives out in the National Education Policy (NEP),
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the budget is expected to prioritize expanding access to education in underserved regions,

enhancing digital infrastructure, and advancing research in educational technology and

pedagogy.

– Nipun Goenka, Managing Director, GD Goenka Group

   

09:09 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Budget 2025 Live: How to accelerate job creation?

Considering the 2025 budget is around the corner, the emphasis on skill development in India

has never been higher. With an outlay of Rs 1.20 lakh crore for education and skill

development programs in the previous budget, this upcoming budget seems likely to make

education an even more highlighted sector. This investment is very important to bridge the

skill gap and to equip the workforce for a dynamic job market.

To accelerate job creation, we suggest that the incentives be directed toward labour-intensive

industries such as textiles and food processing, sectors that have a remarkable multiplier effect

on the rural economy. Also, investing resources in technology innovation improves the quality

of blue-collar jobs and standardizes the economy. Financial and other support to employers

and workers is needed to enable skill acquisition, incentivizing cross-sectoral partnerships

between education and industry to develop job-prepared curricula.

The current increase in the Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) reveals a positive trend,

with men at 74.7% and women at 25.2%. Increase in LFPR has been good for men, but

increasing for women should be a key priority. At the same time, as we tap into this

demographic dividend, creating a unified database that matches market needs with available

skills is essential; mainly, using the professional certification of blue-collar occupations is not

less critical.

These actions, in the end, aim at making employment better and at triggering economic activity

on both sides of the demand economy and the supply, in order to create a more skilled talent

that will help to drive the Indian economy.

– Vikram Kumar, head of partnership & communication, NIIT Foundation
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Union Budget 2025 Live: Partnerships between industries and universities

On the announcement of the Economic Survey 2025, I believe the future of education will be

shaped by the integration of AI and digital technologies. AI can make a big difference in the

way teachers work, automating tasks like lesson planning, assessments, and personalized
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teaching. This will free up time for educators to focus more on mentoring and helping students

think critically. AI-powered tutors will also provide tailored learning experiences for students,

offering guidance based on their individual needs, as well as career advice and problem-

solving support.

The government’s efforts to push digital education through initiatives like PM eVidya, DIKSHA,

and SWAYAM are key steps in this direction. By adding AI and machine learning to these

platforms, we can provide quality education to a larger number of students. Additionally,

partnerships between industries and universities are essential for equipping students with the

skills they need in the real world. Programs like Apprenticeship Embedded Degrees and the

National Credit Framework (NCrF) are great ways to link academic learning with practical

experience.

Building AI-powered learning labs, especially in fields like robotics, cybersecurity, and

blockchain, will give students hands-on experience in emerging technologies. With initiatives

like Frontier Technology Labs (FTLs), students will be better prepared for the digital future. As

education continues to evolve, leveraging AI and digital tools will be key to making learning

more accessible, inclusive, and future-ready.

– Anurag Gupta, Co-Founder of STEMROBO
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Financial support for students pursuing international
education

As we approach the Union Budget 2025-26, we anticipate measures that will further strengthen

India’s education landscape and position the country as a global leader in talent mobility.

Expanding financial support for students pursuing international education, such as reducing

tax collection at source (TCS) rates and increasing subsidies, can empower students to access

world-class learning opportunities abroad. At the same time, streamlining regulatory

frameworks to attract foreign universities to establish campuses in India will create globally

competitive, affordable education options domestically.

Additionally, fostering robust international collaborations and enhancing access to financial

aid are crucial steps to bridge existing gaps and ensure that Indian students and institutions

can thrive on a global stage. By prioritizing education funding and accessibility, the

government has the potential to create a transformative ecosystem that aligns with India’s

aspirations of becoming a knowledge economy and a preferred destination for international

academic partnerships.

– Aritra Ghosal, Founder & Director, OneStep Global
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Equipping educators with tools to guide students

Looking ahead to the Union Budget 2025-26, I am hopeful that we will continue to see a

concerted focus on embedding career guidance within the fabric of India’s education system to

achieve our vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. This should include equipping educators with the tools

to guide students in making informed career decisions, thus enhancing their academic

performance and mental well-being. By integrating career guidance into the educational

experience, we can ensure that students receive a stress-free environment that prioritizes their

holistic development, preparing them to navigate their futures successfully, and contributing to

the development of a skilled, confident, and future-ready workforce for the country.

– Ganesh Kohli, Founder of IC3 Movement
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Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Initiatives to upskill faculty, revamp curriculums

Initiatives to upskill faculty, revamp curriculums, and bolster infrastructure will be crucial to

shaping globally competitive graduates. It’s time to prioritize innovation in pedagogy and

policies that make India a global knowledge hub.

– Vaidyanathan V, CFO at Great Lakes Institute of Management, Chennai

   

08:51 (IST) 1 Feb 2025

Union Education Budget 2025 Live: Funding to bridge the urban-rural divide

Funding to bridge the urban-rural divide and easing regulations for private institutions are

vital for promoting innovation and academic excellence.

– Prof. Swapnil Sahoo, Assistant Professor-Strategy and Entrepreneurship, Great Lakes Institute

of Management, Gurgaon
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Environmental studies to be part of

school curriculum from 2026 under

NEP, says NCERT expert

 • 2 min read

The New Indian Express 226.7KFollow Followers

3d

BENGALURU: Environmental studies will soon be part of central and

state boards of education. According to experts, environmental

studies is essential at all levels of education.

Dr Chong Shimray, associate professor, Department of Education in

Science and Mathematics, National Council of Educational Research

and Training (NCERT), said efforts are on to introduce environmental

studies as a separate subject in the curriculum of 2026 academic year

for Grade 10 students as part of the National Curriculum Framework

for Social Education (NCFSE) in accordance with the National

Education Policy (NEP).

She said it is being taught to students of Grades 3 and 6. Efforts are

on to introduce it to Grades 4, 5 and 7. Learning should not be just
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academic, but practical.

Speaking to TNIE on the sidelines of a two-day ‘ClimatEd Summit,

Envisioning New Pathways for Education’ in the city, Chong

said,“Studies show students’ pen-down time is 29 hours per week.

Hence, climate education is important for their transformation. It

should go beyond the concept of switching off lights and fans.

Students should be involved in decision-making -- like buying a

home or a car -- where environmental knowledge is required.”

Environmental education should now be relatable and tangible in

school curriculum.

“Each chapter will have experiments or exercises to do. Here,

teachers play a crucial role in taking education forward and engaging

in activities. Work is also being done to introduce environmental

concepts in mathematics,” she said.

Rajeev Gowda, chairman, AICC Research, and ex-chairman, of

Karnataka Planning Commission, said Karnataka has its own state

education policy against NEP. “I am here to work and engage with

students and experts on having a framework for environmental

education. Activity and education-based frameworks are wonderful

for students. Green career-oriented perspectives are also needed,” he

added.

New Online Income
Opportunities for Indians
Aged 40+

Ad

Digital Remasters

This opportunity offers
unique benefits for Indians
over 40 years old.

Ad

vsdigitaling

India Today

He cracked NEET 2019 on first attempt with 99.9999

percentile. Where is he now?

Climate Cosmos · 3w

Climate Challenges in the

World’s Largest Rainforest

Hindustan Times · 16h

India News Live Today

February 3, 2025: Rahul

Gandhi attacks governmen

Related video: NTA to focus on entrance exams; Boards to be

held twice a year: Minister Pradhan @ ET Roundtable (The Economi…

© 2025 Microsoft Privacy and Cookies Terms of Use Advertise

2/3/25, 5:00 PM Environmental studies to be part of school curriculum from 2026 under NEP, says NCERT expert

https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/environmental-studies-to-be-part-of-school-curriculum-from-2026-under-nep-says-ncert-expert/ar-AA1y9Iki… 2/4

39

https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKhAfBDoQAAAAMAxBkFAQjR0IK9BhC0yOP64Jb5mQoYu6Ki69qM3a0dIInajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAjIurmAJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkB91llprT-0D-xAREKKLkBAAAAYI_C1T_BFR4AyRUKPNgBjr0C4AEA8AGnjQP4AQA./s=0d8039fef989cd886a7199b42cd2f9b3699edd63/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.27/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68452326%2F188496458%2Ff726467b-e221-11ef-961d-364ce98586be
https://www.xandr.com/privacy/platform-privacy-policy
https://www.outbrain.com/privacy/privacy-policy-outbrain-dsp/
https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKhAfBDoQAAAAMAxBkFAQjR0IK9BhC0yOP64Jb5mQoYu6Ki69qM3a0dIInajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAjIurmAJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkB91llprT-0D-xAREKKLkBAAAAYI_C1T_BFR4AyRUKPNgBjr0C4AEA8AGnjQP4AQA./s=0d8039fef989cd886a7199b42cd2f9b3699edd63/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.27/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68452326%2F188496458%2Ff726467b-e221-11ef-961d-364ce98586be
https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKiAfBDogAAAAMAxBkFAQjR0IK9BhCem4OBtI_2rn8Yu6Ki69qM3a0dIIrajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAp-qFmQJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkBXrneNlMhsj-xAREKKLkBAAAAwB6F2z_BFR4AyRUKQNgBjr0C4AEA8AGbj8gI-AEA/s=50a27c92d388a79cd43e5bafa0894995f5e9fcbe/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.07/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68465757%2F188695988%2Ff726467b-e221-11ef-961d-dc029e30febe
https://www.xandr.com/privacy/platform-privacy-policy
https://www.outbrain.com/privacy/privacy-policy-outbrain-dsp/
https://sin3-ib.adnxs.com/click2?e=wqT_3QKiAfBDogAAAAMAxBkFAQjR0IK9BhCem4OBtI_2rn8Yu6Ki69qM3a0dIIrajQ0omAIwmjw4jwNAp-qFmQJI8opOUABaA1VTRGIBBYhoAXABeJmgZ4ABAIgBAZABApgBBaABAqkBXrneNlMhsj-xAREKKLkBAAAAwB6F2z_BFR4AyRUKQNgBjr0C4AEA8AGbj8gI-AEA/s=50a27c92d388a79cd43e5bafa0894995f5e9fcbe/bcr=AAAAAAAA8D8=/pp=0.07/bn=0/clickenc=https%3A%2F%2Fr1-usc1.zemanta.com%2Frp3%2Fb1_anmsn%2F68465757%2F188695988%2Ff726467b-e221-11ef-961d-dc029e30febe
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/he-cracked-neet-2019-on-first-attempt-with-99-9999-percentile-where-is-he-now/ar-AA1yj7hM
https://www.msn.com/en-in/money/topstories/climate-challenges-in-the-world-s-largest-rainforest/vi-BB1revFS
https://www.msn.com/en-in/news/India/india-news-live-today-february-3-2025-rahul-gandhi-attacks-government-in-parliament-triggers-protests/ar-AA1yhRn2
https://www.msn.com/en-in/video/news/nta-to-focus-on-entrance-exams-boards-to-be-held-twice-a-year-minister-pradhan-et-roundtable/vi-AA1xir2o
https://www.msn.com/en-in/video/news/nta-to-focus-on-entrance-exams-boards-to-be-held-twice-a-year-minister-pradhan-et-roundtable/vi-AA1xir2o
https://www.microsoft.com/en-in/
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkId=521839
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=246338
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950
http://go.microsoft.com/fwlink/?LinkID=2003950


News

Budget 2025: Govt says school education is
priority, but do allocations say so?
Overal budget allocation for school and higher education has remained
similar to FY24, with the Samagra Shiksha programme getting higher
funds in Budget 2025.

Representative image of a school clasroom picxy.com/dimpy16

Written by: TNM Staff

Published on: 01 Feb 2025, 4:47 pm

Broadband connectivity to all government secondary schools and
expanding the capacity of Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs) are among
the key announcements related to education made in the Union Budget
2025-26 announced on February 1. 

In her budget speech, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman also
announced the government’s intent to expand medical education by
adding 10,000 seats in medical colleges and hospitals in the coming year. 

The total budget for education for FY26 stands at Rs 1,28,650 crore—Rs
78,572 crore for the Department of School Education and Literacy, and Rs
5,00,78 crore for the Department of Higher Education.
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For comparison, the school and higher education budget estimate (BE) for
last year, FY 25, was Rs 1,20,628 crore, while the revised estimate (RE) was
Rs 1,14,053 crore. 

While Nirmala Sitharaman, in her speech, said that for the Union
government, “Viksit Bharat encompasses 100% good quality school
education,” the increase in budgetary allocation has been minimal. 

In absolute terms, the allocation or BE has increased by Rs 8,022 crore, or
nearly 7%, but as a percentage of the GDP, the change is negligible. In
FY25, allocation to the education sector was about 0.37% of India’s gross
domestic product (GDP). This year, it is about 0.36%. 

According to the Economic Survey 2024-25, released a day before the
Union Budget, expenditure on education has grown from Rs 5.8 lakh crore
in FY21 to Rs 9.2 lakh crore in FY25 (BE). But this ‘expenditure on education'
pertains to expenditure on education, sports, arts and culture as well. 

The Kothari Commission in 1965 and subsequent national education
policies have repeatedly recommended that India must spend around 6%
of its GDP on education. But the expenditure has consistently remained
much lower. As per the Economic Survey 2023-24, the last time such
figures were made available, expenditure on education has hovered
around 2.7% to 2.9% of the GDP for the past nine years. These figures
include sports, arts and culture under the umbrella of education. 
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NCERT team seizes pirated textbooks in
Agartala
NCERT officials, in collaboration with Tripura Police, seized pirated textbooks
being sold to students in Agartala, addressing illegal distribution of educational
materials.

Sentinel Digital Desk

Published on: 01 Feb 2025, 10:10 am

Agartala: Officials of the National Council of Educational Research and Training 

(NCERT), along with Tripura Police, seized pirated NCERT books that were being

sold to students in bookshops in Agartala, officials said on Friday. 

A team of NCERT officials led by its Chief Business Manager Amitabha Kumar

conducted raids in several bookshops in Agartala for the past two days and

seized many counterfeit textbooks.

Kumar said that a joint team of NCERT officials from Delhi and the Guwahati

regional office conducted raids in several bookshops in Agartala and found

pirated textbooks being sold to the students illegally.

He said that the raids were conducted following complaints from the guardians

to the NCERT regarding counterfeit books being sold in Agartala. "We have

surveyed the market and with police assistance, raided the shops identified in

the complaints," Kumar told the media. (IANS)
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Feb 02, 2025 08:02 AM IST

The government has increased the education budget for 2025-26 to ₹50077.95 crore, up

from ₹47619.77 crore for FY 2024-25.

Education Budget 2025: Higher education budget up by
over ₹2,400 crore
By HT Education Desk

Story continues below advertisement

The centre has allocated ₹50077.95 crore to the Education Ministry's Department of Higher

Education for the 2025-26 financial year, up from ₹47619.77 crore allocated for the 2024-25

financial year. Education budget 2025 live updates

2/7/25, 11:06 AM Education Budget 2025: Higher education budget up by over ₹2,400 crore | Education - Hindustan Times
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Story continues below advertisement

This includes ₹2160 crore for student financial aid for the next financial year. The centre aims

to spend ₹681 crore on digital India e-learning.

Allocation for Research and Innovation stands at ₹327 crore.

₹11349 crore has been allocated to Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), the budget

document shows. Indian Institutes of Information Technology (IIITs) have been allocated

₹522.20 crore, up from ₹515.91 crore allocated for FY 2024-25.

Also read: Budget 2025: AI, infra at IITs, increased medical seats - key announcements for

Education by FM Sitharaman

Education Budget 2025: Check highlights for allocations for higher education (Getty Images/iStockphoto/
Representational image)
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The budget for the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) saw a reduction of ₹18.27 crore – ₹900

crore for FY 2025-26 compared to ₹918.27 for FY 2024-25.

The University Grants Commission (UGC) will have its budget increased to ₹3335.97 crore

from ₹2500 in the current financial year. On the contrary, the budget for the All India Council

for Technical Education (AICTE) has been decreased to ₹200 crore compared to ₹400 crore

for the current financial year.

Story continues below advertisement

Support for Indian Institutes of Management (IIMs) is at ₹251.89 crore, up from ₹212.21 crore

for the current financial year.

Grants for the National Institutes of Technology (NITs) and Indian Institute of Engineering

Science and Technology (IIEST) have increased to ₹5473.87 from ₹4839.40 for the 2024-25

financial year.
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Q. Should arts and humanities be given equal importance as STEM subjects?
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Central sector schemes/projects, which include National Research Professors, World Class

Institutions, Prime Minister's Girls' Hostel, and Indian Knowledge Systems, and Glue Grant for

Higher Education Institutes, received ₹528.36 crore for FY 2025-26.

For the second time in a row, autonomous bodies Central University, Andhra Pradesh and

Andhra Pradesh and Telangana Tribal Universities did not get any grant.

The outlay for other central sector schemes -Pandit Madan Mohan Malviya National Mission

on Teachers and Teaching, Malaviya Mission Teacher Training Programme (MMTTP), National

Institutional Ranking Framework, Global Initiative for Academic Network (GIAN), National

Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS), Study in India, ASEAN Fellowship, Centres of

Excellence (CoE) in Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Champion Services Sector Scheme - is

₹5175.88 crore.
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Education Budget 2025 LIVE: From more medical seats to
increased infra for IITs, what FM proposed for education
sector
By HT Education Desk

Feb 2, 2025 9:45 AM IST

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the much-awaited Union

Budget 2025 on February 1, 2025, and announced some crucial announcements for the education sector.
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Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman to present Union Budget 2025 in Parliament today, Will the she provide
the much-needed boost to the education sector?

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the much-

awaited Union Budget 2025 on February 1, 2025, and announced some crucial

announcements for the education sector. Various key announcements focussed on AI in

education, infrastructural developments at IITs, and the expansion of medical education in

the country were made by the finance minister.

Follow all the updates here:

‘Removal of TCS on education-related remittances is a particularly
commendable step’

The 2025 budget showcases the government’s commitment to empowering Indian youth

with the skills and opportunities needed to thrive in a globalized world. By addressing the full
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spectrum of education—from expanding seats in premier institutions to fostering innovation

through Centres of Excellence in AI—the budget paves the way for India to strengthen its

position as a global hub for skilled talent.

The removal of TCS, on education-related remittances funded through loans is a particularly

commendable step, easing financial barriers for students aspiring to study abroad. This

forward-thinking approach ensures that India’s youth have access to the best opportunities,

both within the country and globally.

-Piyush Kumar Regional Director - South Asia, Canada, Latin America and Mauritius, IDP

Education

Chairman of Seth Anandram Jaipuria Group of Educational
Institutions reviews Education Budget 2025

The Union Budget 2025-26 by the Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman takes a very holistic

approach towards education with a focus on innovation, research, technology, skill

development, accessibility, and capacity building. The reforms are intended at the grassroots

level with announcements of fifty thousand new Atal Tinkering Labs and better broadband

connectivity for government schools. I commend the decision to set the Centre of Excellence

in Artificial Intelligence. It shall help India catch up in the global AI race. Likewise, the

fellowships for technological research in IITs and IISc will pave the way for innovations and

build a culture of research, says Shishir Jaipuria, Chairman, Seth Anandram Jaipuria Group of

Educational Institutions.

‘Decision to establish CoE in AI for Education is commendable’

Arti Dawar, Deputy CEO, Shiv Nadar School said, "With a growing tech-savvy population and

a vibrant startup ecosystem, India is well-positioned to lead in AI innovation. As automation

Feb 1, 2025 6:10 PM IST

Feb 1, 2025 5:43 PM IST

View T&C

Q. Should arts and humanities be given equal importance as STEM subjects?
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and AI transform industries, traditional skills are becoming obsolete, making continuous

upskilling essential. The decision to establish a Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence

for Education with an outlay of ₹500 crore, along with five National Centres of Excellence for

Skilling, is commendable. This initiative reflects a forward-thinking approach to education

and economic development, aiming to create a workforce equipped for the challenges and

opportunities of an AI-driven future.

The digitisation of books in various Indian languages is equally crucial. Given India's immense

linguistic diversity, this effort will help preserve its rich cultural heritage, bridge the urban-

rural divide, and promote literacy.

This budget represents a significant investment in digital learning, skill development, and

research innovation, aligning with India's long-term vision of becoming a knowledge-driven

economy. Overall, the Education Budget 2025 is a step in the right direction. However,

sustained efforts and continued investments will be essential to ensure that India's education

system remains equipped to meet future challenges."

Advertisement

Budget 2025: ‘Additional medical seats a crucial step in reducing
medical student outflow to other countries’

Prateek Maheshwari, Co-Founder of PhysicsWallah (PW) and Chair of the India EdTech

Consortium (IEC) said, “We welcome the Union Budget's focus on advancing the goals of NEP

2020 and addressing key education challenges. The expansion of IITs and 75,000 additional

medical seats over five years is a crucial step in reducing medical student outflow to other

countries, given that over 23 lakh students appear for NEET, but only 1.1 lakh seats are

available. The Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme will enhance regional language learning,

while 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs in government schools will foster scientific temper and
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innovation. Broadband connectivity in secondary government schools can be a game-

changer, enabling affordable, high-quality, and personalized digital learning solutions. Public-

private partnerships with edtech companies can be explored as they become a bridge

between policy and execution of this initiative. The recognition of AI’s role in education is

commendable, with the ₹500 crore Centre for Excellence in AI for Education paving the way

for smart, adaptive learning. These initiatives lay a strong foundation for a future-ready,

inclusive, and tech-driven education ecosystem in India.”

Budget 2025 a ‘ thoughtful, future-focused approach, prioritizing
education, skilling, and innovation’

Dr. Venkat Rangan, Vice-Chancellor, Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham said, "The Union Budget

announced by the Hon’ble FM takes a thoughtful and future-focused approach, prioritizing

education, skilling, and innovation as key drivers of growth. The emphasis on expanding

access to quality education, strengthening research capabilities, and fostering scientific

thinking through initiatives like Atal Tinkering Labs, AI excellence centres, and national

skilling hubs will play a transformative role in shaping India’s future. The addition of 75,000

undergraduate medical seats over the next five years will significantly strengthen healthcare

education and accessibility. The Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme is a commendable step

towards inclusive and accessible learning. At Amrita University, we welcome these

progressive measures and look forward to aligning with the nation’s vision, working

collaboratively with the government to drive impactful change in higher education,

healthcare, and research and development."

Review of Education Budget 2025 by IIM Raipur Director

Prof. Ram Kumar Kakani, Director, IIM Raipur said, Budget 2025 marks a pivotal moment for

India's entrepreneurial and skilling ecosystem, setting the stage for a 'Viksit Bharat 2047.'

With a fresh ₹10,000 crore fund-of-funds for startups and a transformative scheme

empowering 5 lakh SC/ST women entrepreneurs, the government is not just fueling

innovation but also fostering inclusivity. These initiatives, coupled with enhanced lending

ceilings for education and policies to attract global talent, will create a robust foundation for

a future-ready workforce. By prioritizing skilling, entrepreneurship, and equitable access to

opportunities, at IIM Raipur, we are 'Building Business Owners,' innovators, and skilled

professionals who contribute to India's vision of becoming a global economic powerhouse.
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This is not just a budget for growth—it's a blueprint for a self-reliant, inclusive, and

prosperous India by 2047.

Advertisement

What IIM Sambalpur Director thinks about Education Budget 2025?

Prof Mahadeo Jaiswal, Director, IIM Sambalpur, said, "The Budget 2025 is visionary in

enhancing India's higher education, women empowerment, and entrepreneurship as pillars of

an inclusive, equitable, innovation-led economy. In this budget, ₹500 crore for AI Centres of

Excellence and the establishment of five national skilling centres have been put as strong

commitments of the government. By providing and integrating AI into the education and skill

development sectors, it ensures that students will be ready to meet emerging opportunities

in all the sectors.

Additionally, the initiative to set up 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs under the Budget 2025 is a

transformative step towards fostering innovation and hands-on learning in science,

technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM). This will enable students to develop

critical problem-solving skills, preparing a future-ready workforce in line with India's digital

and technological aspirations.

IIMs, including IIM Sambalpur are working towards the vision by developing specialized

STEM-based programs such as MBA in Business Analytics, AI in learning methodology, and

Women Empowerment programs that help bridge technology and management so that

students become leaders in the world of data-driven decision-making, Fintech, and AI-

powered industries. I believe that by integrating STEM with management education, IIMs are

preparing students for high-impact careers while driving India's goal of becoming a global

innovation powerhouse."

Feb 1, 2025 4:50 PM IST
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Budget presents forward-thinking vision for higher education,
focusing on skill development, innovation, and inclusivity, says UGC
Chairman

'The Union Budget 2025-26 presents a forward-thinking vision for higher education,

focusing on skill development, innovation, and inclusivity.

The substantial increase in the budget allocation for higher education, from ₹46,482.35 crore

in 2024-25 to ₹50,077.95 crore in 2025-26, represents a significant 7.74% rise. This

increased investment will enable us to enhance further the quality of education, support

research and innovation, and expand access to higher learning opportunities for all.

The Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak scheme is a welcome initiative to ensure access to digital

learning resources in Indian languages, promoting inclusivity and enriching the educational

experience. A substantial increase in funding for the Indian Knowledge System, rising from

₹10 crore to ₹50 crore in the 2025-26 budget, will empower researchers and institutions to

explore further, document, and disseminate India's invaluable intellectual contributions. This

move will significantly boost UGC's efforts to prepare 22,000 textbooks for UG & PG studies

in 22 Indian languages.

The Union Budget 2025-26 has allocated ₹16,146.11 crore to Central Universities, a

welcome increase from ₹15,538.23 crore in the previous fiscal year. This additional funding

will empower these institutions to enhance their infrastructure further, support research

initiatives, and provide quality education to students nationwide. The budget for the

Centrally Sponsored Schemes has also increased to ₹1815 Crore, which will strengthen the

PM-USHA & RUSA, ultimately benefitting students. The substantial increase in Student

Financial Aid to ₹2160 crore in the Union Budget 2025-26 is commendable. This significant

boost of over 68% underscores the government's commitment to making higher education

accessible to all, regardless of their financial background.

Establishing 5 National Centers of Excellence for Skilling, equipped with global expertise, is a

significant step towards empowering our youth with industry-relevant skills and enhancing

their employability. The creation of a Centre of Excellence for AI in education, with an outlay

of ₹500 crore, underscores the government's recognition of AI's transformative potential

and its importance in shaping the future of learning. Expanding and adding new

infrastructure for 5 IITs and creating 5,000 additional seats will boost access to quality higher
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education for all. The budget for digitising the storage system for the academic credits

through the Academic Bank of Credits has also increased to ₹16 Crore.

The PM Research Fellowship scheme, providing 10,000 scholarships over the next 5 years,

will significantly boost technological research in premier institutions like IITs and IISc,

promoting a culture of innovation and research excellence.

The expansion of 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs demonstrates a commitment to promoting a

scientific temper and nurturing the next generation of innovators from a young age.

These initiatives and continued support for research, innovation, and infrastructure

development in higher education will undoubtedly contribute to building a robust and future-

ready education ecosystem.

UGC is committed to working closely with all stakeholders to ensure these initiatives'

effective implementation and realise the vision of the National Education Policy 2020. UGC,

being one of the leading implementation agencies of the NEP 2020, is confident that

together, we will build a future where education empowers innovation thrives. Our youth

lead the way towards a brighter tomorrow. The budget reinforces the spirit of Viksit Bharat.'

Prof. M. Jagadesh Kumar, Chairman, University Grants Commission

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: ‘ ‘Plan to set up CoE in AI for Education
will support the development of Indian education sector’

The plan to set up CoE in AI for Education will support the development of Indian education

sector. AI applications in areas like personalised learning, assessments, curriculum design,

effective pedagogy approaches and faculty feedback and development will make analytics

based support to policy making in these areas. - Kamlesh Vyas, Partner, Deloitte India
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Education Budget 2025 LIVE: ‘Atal Tinkering labs and additional
infrastructure for STEM learning especially for AI is a welcome move’

"It is a welcome move to see the focus on innovation via more Atal Tinkering labs and

additional infrastructure for STEM learning especially for AI. We are at the dawn of the AI

epoch and the only way for our country to become a developed nation is to stay in lockstep

with the new technologies whether it is AI or quantum computing. This budget has made

some important contributions towards that goal by encouraging innovation and increasing

the outlay for capacity building in these vital areas."

Praneet Mungali - Educationist and Trustee, Sanskriti Group of Schools

Education Budget 2025 LIVE:FM proposes to remove TCS on on
remittances for educational purposes

The government proposed to remove Tax Collected at Source (TCS) on remittances for

educational purposes where such remittances are out of loans taken from specified financial

institutions.

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Will provide 10,000 fellowships for
technological research in IITs and the IISc, says FM

PM Research Fellowship Scheme: We will provide 10,000 fellowships for technological

research in IITs and the IISc with enhanced financial support, says FM
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Education Budget 2025 LIVE:10,000 additional seats will be added in
medical colleges and hospitals in next one year: FM

In the next one year, 10,000 additional seats will be added in Medical colleges and hospitals,

with the goal of adding 75,000 seats in the next five years.

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Additional infrastrcture will be added in
the 5 IIT's started after 2014 to facilitate education for 6500 more
students: FM

Expansion of capacities in IITs- Total number of students in 23 IITs have increased 100% in

the past 10 years. Additional infrastrcture will be added in the 5 IIT's started after 2014 to

facilitate education for 6500 more students. Hostel and other infrastructure facilities will be

improved at IIT Patna.

Education Budget 2025 LIVE:5 National centers of excellence for
skilling will be set with global expertise: FM

5 National centers of excellence for skilling will be set up with global expertise and

partnerships to equip the youth with skills required.

Advertisement

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Broadband connectivity to be provided
to all government secondary schools, says FM

Broadband connectivity to be provided to all government secondary schools and primary

healthcare centres, says Finance Minister
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Education Budget 2025 LIVE: 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs will be set up
in next 5 years, says FM

50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs will be set up in next 5 years to cultivate scientific temper in

young minds

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: National Institute of Food Technology,
Entrepreneurship and Management to be set up in Bihar: FM

We will establish a National Institute of Food Technology, Entrepreneurship and

Management in Bihar…this will result in enhanced income for farmers through value addition

to their produce and skilling entrepreneurship and employment opportunities for the youth.

Advertisement

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: For us VIkashit Bharat encompasses
zero poverty, 100 per cent quality and good school education, says FM

For us, VIkashit Bharat encompasses zero poverty, 100 per cent quality, good school

education, access to high quality, affordable and comprehensive healthcare, 100 per cent

skilled labour with meaningful employment, 70 per cent women in economic activities and

farmers making a country the food basket of the world, said FM in her budget speech.

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Program to be launched in partnership
with states to create opportunities in rural areas through skilling, says
FM

Feb 1, 2025 11:32 AM IST

Feb 1, 2025 11:26 AM IST

Feb 1, 2025 11:21 AM IST

Feb 1, 2025 11:18 AM IST

Home Latest News HT Premium Real Estate
Powered By 

Education India World C

Subscribe

2/7/25, 11:09 AM Education Budget 2025 LIVE: From more medical seats to increased infra for IITs, what FM proposed for education sector | Hin…
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Comprehensive multi sectoral rural prosperity and resilience program to be launched in

partnership with states to create ample opportunities in rural areas through skilling and

development

Education Budget 2025 LIVE:Focus of the budget is to accelerate
growth, says FM

Presenting the much-awaited Union Budget 2025 in Parliament on Saturday, Finance

Minister Nirmala Sitharaman said that the focus of the Budget is to accelerate growth.

Advertisement

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: ‘Hope budget places strong emphasis on
increased funding for preschool infrastructure and accessibility’

“As one of the leading players in early childhood education, we hope the upcoming budget

places a strong emphasis on increased funding for preschool infrastructure and accessibility,

particularly in underserved areas. Early childhood education is the foundation of a nation’s

future workforce, and targeted investments in this sector can unlock immense potential for

long-term economic growth."

"Given the rising costs of education and the impact of declining household spending, we urge

the government to introduce measures such as subsidies, tax benefits, and initiatives to make

quality education more affordable for families across socio-economic strata. Furthermore,

integrating early childhood education into the Skill India Mission would be a game-changer.

By aligning educator training and child development programs with skills development, the

government can ensure that teachers are equipped with modern pedagogical tools, creating a

ripple effect that benefits children during their most formative years. Such a move would not
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only elevate the preschool sector but also enable it to contribute significantly to India’s long-

term skill development goals.”

- Raj Singhal, Co-founder & CEO of Footprints Childcare

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: Opportunity to strengthen India's
financial education landscape

"The Union Budget 2025-26 presents a critical opportunity to strengthen India's financial

education landscape through strategic edu-fintech partnerships. We anticipate dedicated

initiatives supporting digital financial literacy, including tax incentives for platforms

delivering specialized financial education and skill development programs.

We expect policy makers to focus on industry-academia collaboration and professional

development grants. These measures will be crucial in creating a financially literate

workforce equipped with contemporary skills in fintech, banking, and investment

management."

Pratham Barot, CEO and Co founder, Zell Education

Education Budget 2025 LIVE: R&D is expected to continue to receive
more attention in the new budget

"Last year’s budget was a mixed bag for higher education. Support for world-class institutions

increased by about INR 400 crores, but education access was severely curtailed for the less

privileged by the ending of scholarships and student aid programs. Allocation for interest

subsidy on student loans was missing. Funding for scholarships for higher education students

was also absent. A stagnation in total budgetary allocation fails to compensate for rising

inflation. It also affects the expansion of suitable infrastructure.

India spends about 4.5% of the national GDP on education, while developed countries spend

anywhere between 6-14%. There is a stark gap there. The UGC’s funding in the 2024-25

budget was reduced by a staggering 61% compared to the immediate previous year. Needless

to say, a lot more can be done in the 2025-26 budget for higher education.

In the 2025-26 budget, it is expected that more emphasis will be placed on digital learning,

skills development, technical and professional education, and teacher upskilling by greater

fund allocations. On the lines of building world-class institutions, it is expected that there will
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be more thrust on internationalisation initiatives and support, as well as developing educator

infrastructure. R&D is expected to continue to receive more attention in the new budget.

A nation that educates its citizens has a longer chance of global success."

-Dr. Jones, Principal and Head of the Institute of Management, Great Lakes Institute of

Management, Gurgaon.
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Another key focus should be increasing access to quality education and technology,
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Meeting this need requires laying the groundwork at the school level. Strengthening

industry-academia connections will better prepare students to navigate dynamic challenges,

particularly in technology-disrupted environments. Easing GST on higher education
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for self, could provide significant relief to both institutions and students."
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Anunaya Chaubey, Provost, Anant National University
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On the first day of the new academic session, the Sikkim Education Department
distributed free textbooks and uniforms to 40,968 students across 767 government
schools. The initiative, which also included monastic schools and Sanskrit pathshalas,...Read More

GANGTOK: The Sikkim education

department on Monday distributed

textbooks and uniforms for free among

students of all government schools in

the state on the first day of the new

academic session, officials said. As

many as 40,968 students of 767 schools

received free textbooks and uniforms,

they said.

"The government of Sikkim has successfully distributed free textbooks and

uniforms among students of all government schools across the state on the first

day of the new academic session to ensure that every student starts the year with

essential learning materials," an education department official said.

All monastic schools and Sanskrit pathshalas were also included in the initiative,

reinforcing the state government's commitment to provide an inclusive and holistic

education, another official said.

To oversee and facilitate the distribution process, all officials of the Education

Department, including the secretary, the principal director and district CEOs, were

deployed to various schools across the state.
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They actively participated in the distribution and attended the first-day 'zero

period' sessions, engaging with students and teachers to mark the beginning of

the new academic year.

It is the second successive year that the state government distributed free

textbooks, exercise copies and uniforms to students of government schools in

Sikkim on the first day of the new academic session.

This initiative is a significant step towards strengthening the education system in

Sikkim by reducing the financial burden on families and ensuring that every

student, regardless of background, gets access to quality education, the officials

added.

Stay updated with the latest education

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education) news on Times of India

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com). Explore the CBSE date sheet

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-board-exam-time-

table-2025-announced-for-class-10-and-12-check-detailed-schedule-

here/articleshow/115496355.cms) for Class 10

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-class-10-board-exam-

2025-date-sheet-released-check-complete-timetable-

here/articleshow/115510220.cms) and 12 across Arts

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-class-12-arts-

timetable-2025-check-detailed-date-sheet-for-humanities-subjects-

here/articleshow/115517934.cms), Science

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-class-12-science-

board-exam-date-sheet-check-the-complete-schedule-

here/articleshow/115509056.cms), and Commerce

(https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-class-12-commerce-

board-exam-date-sheet-2025-check-the-complete-schedule-

here/articleshow/115510383.cms) streams.
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— Krish Lambah, Dr Shashank Shah

India’s school education system, the largest in the world with 15 lakh schools, 25

crore students, and 1 crore teachers, holds immense importance. Through the

fundamental right to education enshrined in our Constitution, we have achieved

phenomenal success over the last several decades in ensuring near 100% access to

school education. The progress made so far highlights the potential and adaptability

of the system.

Read | Union Budget 2025 Highlights: Education ministry gets Rs 1.28 lakh
crore, check other highlights

However, there is now an urgent need to transition from access to ensuring quality

of school education delivered to the masses. A focus on improving quality of

teacher education will be central to this transformation. In this article, we propose

that Teacher Education needs to focus on the ‘whole’ student—integrating the

intelligence quotient (IQ) with emotional quotient (EQ) — while also incorporating a

robust adoption of technology that can facilitate better educational outcomes for all

students at scale.
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Teacher Education needs to focus on the ‘whole’ student —integrating IQ with EQ (Express Photo by

Gajendra Yadav/ representative)
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Challenges

India faces some challenges in its teacher training programs that require urgent

attention. Many institutions lack modern curricula and infrastructure, while some

teachers are not trained in specific aspects of education, both of which limits the

ability of teachers to effectively engage students. For instance, 31% of teachers in

India are still not highly proficient with digital tools, reflecting the pressing need to

integrate ICT into teacher education. Furthermore, the current teacher education

system often emphasizes theoretical knowledge over practical teaching skills,

leaving teachers unprepared for student reactions and responsiveness to their

methods.

Additionally, the salary structure undervalues primary educators, despite their

critical role in nurturing young minds during formative years. While 56.5% of

primary teachers participate in in-service training, these programmes often lack
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newly updated content and pedagogical specifics as relevant to Gen Alpha students

who are ‘digital natives’, thereby limiting their impact on teaching quality.

There is also a disparity amongst the quality of teacher training across states. While

Kerala and Rajasthan have excelled in teacher education, Bihar and Jharkhand

continue to struggle in this field. States like Assam and Telangana have high

potential but face contextual challenges. In some states, there are challenges of

infrastructure such as lack of libraries, laboratories, and modern teaching aids. In

other states, there is an insufficient number of District Institutes of Education and

Training (DIETs) to meet the needs of its population. But the more serious challenge

is of mindsets.

The absence of selectivity in admissions to teacher training programmes means

that many entrants lack the motivation or aptitude required for teaching. Often, the

profession becomes the last option for a candidate who doesn’t succeed in gaining a

job in any other sector. Hence, addressing funding gaps, upgrading facilities, and

improving the selection process are crucial to improving teacher education.

Moreover, expanding teacher training centres, introducing comprehensive in-

service training, and modernizing the curriculum can ensure sustained progress.
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International best practices

Learning from global models can provide valuable insights to enhance teacher

education in India. Finland’s education system, renowned worldwide for its unique

approach, emphasizes rigorous training, mandatory internships, and selective

admissions to ensure a highly skilled teaching workforce. Teachers in Finland are

required to hold master’s degrees and undergo extensive pedagogical and research-

based training. While India cannot replicate this exact model due to its teacher

shortage, elements like improved training quality and mandatory practical teaching

experience can be adopted.
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China’s National Teacher Training Programme (NTTP) offers another model,

particularly in addressing rural education needs. The programme prioritises

practical classroom readiness through structured in-service training and demo

teaching. By leveraging technology, the NTTP also provides remote learning

opportunities for teachers in underserved areas. Adopting such practices in India

can bridge the urban-rural divide in teacher training and improve the overall

quality of education.

Policy recommendations

Despite its existing problems, India’s education system still ranks among the leading

education systems among developing countries. Our teacher education system has

its merits and is very well set up with many institutions and policymakers

contributing to it. It has seen a great deal of progress since India’s Independence

and has the potential to grow into one of the top systems in the world. Towards this

end, we make a few policy recommendations.

Education Budget: Align with the NEP’s recommendation and increase the

allocation to education budget to 6% of GDP at the earliest. This will enable

enhancements in infrastructure, teacher salaries, and training programmes across

the nation.

Teacher Qualification and Salaries: Focus on continuous professional

development by introducing rigorous pre-service and in-service training

programmes. Increase teacher salaries to attract and retain talent, offering parity

with professions requiring similar qualifications. Public school teachers should also

receive benefits such as health insurance and post-retirement social security.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Selection Process: Strengthen the entry criteria for B.Ed. programmes with higher

grade requirements and implement a post-B.Ed. test. Incorporate interviews to
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assess pedagogical skills, enthusiasm, and aptitude for teaching. These changes may

be piloted in states with low pupil-teacher ratios.

In-Service Training: Conduct Rregular evaluations of teachers should be

conducted, including live teaching assessments and feedback from peers and

students. Mandate targeted training for underperforming teachers and encourage

voluntary participation in skill development programmes.

Curriculum Enhancement: Embed ICT and AI in teacher education to prepare

teachers for digital classrooms and for teaching Gen Beta that will enter classrooms

by 2030. Introduce emotional intelligence (EI) modules to help teachers foster

empathy, human values, and social skills among students, creating inclusive and

supportive learning environments.

Rural Teacher Education: Establish a National Rural Teacher Training Council

(NRTTC) to develop region-specific training programmes, offer subsidized

education, and provide financial and non-financial incentives for teachers working

in rural areas. Training modules should include a focus on local languages and

cultural contexts.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Conclusion

India’s education system has demonstrated remarkable resilience and potential.

However, the challenges in teacher education and training must be urgently

addressed to realise the vision of a Viksit Bharat by 2047. Today’s children will be

the backbone of tomorrow’s society. Hence nurturing them with ability and nobility

is a fundamental necessity. Through aforementioned policy reforms, India can

create a world-class teacher training ecosystem that strengthens its educational

foundations and positions itself as a global leader in education.
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The release of the Union Budget 2025 by the Minister of Finance Nirmala Sitharaman unveiled that ₹ 1,28 crore has been
allocated to the education ministry. Read further to know the reactions of education experts to Union Budget 2025-26

Experts react to Union Budget 2025 allocation for Department of School Education & Literacy 

Union Budget 2025 for Education: Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presented the Union Budget 2025 in

Parliament on February 1, 2025, unveiling a substantial allocation of ₹ 1,28,650.05 crore for the education sector. This

marks a significant step forward in the government's focus on reshaping India's educational landscape. With the total

allocation split between the Department of School Education and Literacy (₹ 78,572.10 crore) and the Department of

Higher Education (₹ 50,077.95 crore), the Budget aims to provide a boost to both primary and higher education while

addressing pressing needs in infrastructure, skill development, and innovation.

The focus of the 2025 education budget lies in expanding opportunities for students, incorporating cutting-edge

technologies, and ensuring equitable access to quality education. Key initiatives include a commitment to broadband

connectivity for government secondary schools, the establishment of 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs, and enhanced funding

for the growing demand for AI-driven education.
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Increased Funding for School and Higher Education
The allocation for school education saw an increase of ₹5,564.10 crore, from ₹73,008 crore in 2024-25 to ₹78,572.10 crore

in 2025-26. The higher education sector received a more modest increase, rising from ₹47,619 crore to ₹50,077.95 crore.

Major Expenditure Heads under the Department of School Education and Literacy
The Department of School Education and Literacy has several key initiatives and expenditure heads under which the

funds will be allocated. While an increase has been seen in the total budget allocation for schools. However, fundings for

Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS) have been decreased from ₹5800 Crore to ₹5305.23 Crore. Below are the key figures

for the financial year 2024-25:
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Expenditure Head
2024-25 Allocation (₹

Crore)

2025-26 Allocation (₹
Crore)

Samagra Shiksha 37,500 41,249.98

Autonomous Bodies (including KVS and NVS) 15,638.67 15,430.58

Total Centrally Sponsored Schemes (including PM

POSHAN)
57,427.39 62,660.00

While the increases in both sectors are seen as positive, experts note that the challenges in India’s education system

remain vast, especially in improving quality at the grassroots level and expanding opportunities for skill-based education

in schools.

Industry Experts Weigh In
Neelima Kamrah, Principal of KIIT World School, Gurugram, praised the Budget’s focus on fostering a "Viksit Bharat" with

initiatives such as the introduction of 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs. She emphasized that these labs will help students

develop scientific temper and innovation skills. Additionally, the provision of broadband connectivity to all government

secondary schools will be pivotal in bridging the digital divide. Kamrah also highlighted the positive impact of establishing

five National Centers of Excellence for skilling, which will align Indian youth with global opportunities.

Dr. Silpi Sahoo, Chairperson of SAI International Education Group, welcomed the transformative steps in AI and digital

inclusion, particularly the establishment of a Centre of Excellence for Artificial Intelligence in Education. With a ₹500 crore

allocation, this initiative aims to integrate AI into the education system, further driving technological innovation and access

to education. She also pointed to the expansion of IITs and the introduction of PM Research fellowships as critical moves

to support research and innovation at the highest levels.

Praneet Mungali, Trustee and Secretary of Sanskriti Group of Schools, lauded the government's focus on strengthening

the STEM ecosystem through investments in new infrastructure for IITs and the creation of AI Centres of Excellence.

These initiatives, he believes, will help position India as a global leader in emerging technologies. He particularly noted the

expansion of Atal Tinkering Labs as a significant step toward cultivating innovation in young students across the nation.

Sanamdeep Chadha, Education Reformist and Director at Genesis Global School, Noida, echoed the general appreciation

for the enhanced focus on higher education and skill development but raised concerns about the need for more attention

on upgrading school education. Chadha suggested that while initiatives like AI Centres and fellowships are vital for higher

education, the foundational stages of education—where skill-based learning can be integrated early—are crucial to

preparing students for future job markets.

Shishir Jaipuria, Chairman of Seth Anandram Jaipuria Group of Educational Institutions, took a balanced approach,

praising the government's holistic view on education. He highlighted the inclusion of 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs and the

broadband push for government schools, which he believes will lay the foundation for a more equitable education system.

Jaipuria also commended the creation of the Centre of Excellence for AI, calling it a vital step for India to catch up in the

global AI race and build a culture of technological research.

Future-Ready Education and Skill Development
The 2025 education budget places significant emphasis on skill development, with the establishment of five National

Centers of Excellence for skilling and the creation of the PM Research fellowship at IITs and IISc. These initiatives aim to

equip the youth with the necessary skills to excel in a rapidly evolving job market, while the expansion of IITs and the

establishment of Centres for AI-driven learning could propel India’s position as a global innovation hub.

However, as several experts pointed out, while these steps are essential, there remains an urgent need to focus on the

foundational aspects of school education. Upgrading teaching methods and incorporating skill-based learning at the

school level will be crucial to ensuring that students are equipped with the right tools for the future.

A Balanced Step Towards Educational Transformation
The Union Budget 2025 has made bold strides in terms of funding and policy direction, setting the stage for a more

inclusive and future-ready education system in India. The focus on AI, skill development, and innovation is commendable,

but experts agree that continuous effort is needed to address the challenges at the grassroots level. As the government

rolls out these initiatives, it will be important to ensure that the benefits reach every corner of the country, enabling all

students to thrive in an increasingly digital and skill-oriented world.
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When educational level and skills are compared, only 1.28% of people with primary

education, 10 years of education or informal education have specialised skills

Over 53% graduates in India employed in roles below
their educational qualifications: Economic Survey
By HT Education Desk

Story continues below advertisement

The 2024-25 Economic Survey found that over 53 per cent of graduates and 36 per cent of

postgraduates are employed in roles below their educational qualifications.
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Story continues below advertisement

When educational and skill levels are compared, only 1.28 per cent of people with primary

education, 10 years of education or informal education have specialised skills.

Also read: Budget 2025: AI, infra at IITs, increased medical seats - key announcements for

Education by FM Sitharaman

The report says 32.13 per cent of them have elementary skills, 66.3 per cent are semi-skilled

and 0.29 per cent of them have high competency skills.

On the contrary, graduates and postgraduates have higher specialised skills. Here's a detailed

look.

Over 53% graduates are employed in roles below their qualifications: Survey
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Occupational skill of workers Primary education, or 10 years of education or informal education Secondary

Elementary skill 32.13

Semi-skilled 66.3

High competency skill 0.29

Specialised skills 1.28

The survey found that low-skilled workers are a key challenge, and low educational skills in the

workforce create a mismatch between their academic qualifications and job market demands.

It added that economic policies, technological advancements, globalisation, and labour market

demands are among the factors shaping the country's skilling and employment ecosystem.

Story continues below advertisement

“In the context of emerging global trends, including automation, generative AI, digitalisation,

and climate change, aligning the nation's skill development initiatives with the anticipated

transformations in the labour market is vital. The increasing pace of these disruptive changes

necessitates the establishment of a resilient and responsive skilled ecosystem. It is imperative

to assess how well-prepared India’s youth are for emerging opportunities,” the report stated.
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The report stated that the composition of skills by education and occupations has significant

implications for the earnings of individuals.

“According to the PLFS data, there is a strong link between educational attainment,

occupational roles, and income levels."

The report said 4.2 per cent of the workforce who have specialised skills earn between ₹4 lakh

and ₹8 lakh annually, while 46 per cent earn less than ₹1 lakh, predominantly. Of them, a

majority are low to semi-skilled workers like agricultural labourers, clerical staff, factory

workers, and small-scale service providers.

Story continues below advertisement

Also read: Union Budget 2025: Young professionals share their expectations, wish for better

jobs and tax reforms

It added that 65.3 per cent of the workforce received no form of vocational training.
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Sanjay Kumar IAS, Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy.
(Image: British Council)

Vaishnavi Shukla | February 4, 2025 | 08:19 PM IST

NEW DELHI: The UK’s British Council, in collaboration with the
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), held a ‘School
Education Conference’ to promote multilingual pedagogy and
practice in school education in India. Over 200 experts from
schools, educational institutions, and leaders of CBSE, National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), and
English and Foreign Languages University (EFLU).

“The conference aligns with the latest policy reforms, including
NEP (National Education Policy) 2020 and the NCF-SE (National
Curriculum Framework for School Education),” the British Council
statement said.

The conference was inaugurated by Sanjay Kumar IAS, secretary
from the department of school education and literacy along with
Rahul Singh IAS, chairperson of CBSE.

The event highlighted and shared best practices in multilingual
education and pedagogy which aligns with the NEP 2020. The
discussions were centered around exploring innovative practices
in school education that align with the NEP 2020 and the NCF-SE
policy, with an emphasis on multilingual education.

Exams Colleges Schools Workplace

JEE Mains 2025 Answer Key NEET UG 2025

Home Schools Other School News News British Council, CBSE discuss

multilingual education, pedagogy in India

British Council, CBSE discuss
multilingual education,
pedagogy in India
Over 200 experts from educational institutes, CBSE, and NCERT
attended the ‘School Education Conference.’
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Additionally, multiple panel discussions, workshops, and plenary
sessions were delivered by trainers from various groups and the
UK's most renowned universities such as the University of
Birmingham, Goethe University Frankfurt, CBSE, ELT Consultant,
etc.

“Through engaging sessions and collaborative workshops, the
conference deepened participants' understanding of multilingual
pedagogy, shared best practices, and develop actionable insights
aligned with India’s educational priorities and CBSE’s strategic
focus areas,” the British Council statement adds.

School Education Conference
At the conference session, under the theme "Enhancing
Multilingual Pedagogy and Practice in the Classroom," experts
discussed ways to bring together educators, policymakers,
linguists, and pedagogical specialists. They explored strategies
and methods to incorporate multilingual practices into education.

“As highlighted in the NEP 2020, multilingualism "not only
promotes cognitive development but also enhances empathy and
respect for other cultures and languages"—values that are
essential in fostering a cohesive, inclusive, and pluralistic society,”
the British Council statement added.

While addressing the attendees at the conference, Sanjay Kumar
the secretary education and department of education and literacy,
ministry of education said: “We have embarked on a vital journey
to enhance multilingual pedagogy across India. Given our
country’s rich linguistic diversity, it is essential to foster inclusive
educational environments that embrace multiple languages, as
emphasised by the National Education Policy 2020. Our shared
efforts are focused on empowering educators with the tools and
strategies needed to support multilingualism in the classroom,
enabling students to engage more deeply with their learning while
nurturing respect for cultural diversity. By championing multilingual
education, we can ensure that all students have the opportunity to
thrive academically and socially in a rapidly changing global
landscape."

Follow us for the latest education news on colleges and
universities, admission, courses, exams, research, education
policies, study abroad and more..
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PM Modi is all set to interact with students and teachers in the eighth edition of Pariksha Pe Charcha 2025 which will take place on
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Listen to This Article

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi is set to take part in the eighth edition of Pariksha Pe Charcha 2025, which is

expected to be bigger and more engaging.
 

This mega interaction of PM Modihelps students overcome exam stress and develop essential life skills.
 

This event will also feature Sadhguru, Deepika Padukone, Mary Kom and Avani Lekhara. In the event, spiritual guru

Sadhguru will offer insights on stress management and mindfulness, Deepika Padukone will address mental health,

and Mary Kom and Avani Lekhara will share their experience on how to tackle life’s challenges.
 

PM Modi will continue his signature interactions with students. On Monday, he had a candid conversation with 30-

40 students at Sundar Nursery in Delhi, discussing exams and class-related stress. He emphasized his commitment

to fostering a student-first learning environment rather than a ranking-focused approach.
 

 

His remark on the city's education policies sparked widespread online discussions.

 

The mega event is scheduled to take place at Bharat Mandapam, New Delhi, on February 10, 2025. This year, the

event will host about 2500 selected students and the participants will receive PPC kits from the education ministry.
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The top 10 ‘Legendary Exam Warriors’ will be granted an exclusive visit to the Prime Minister's residence which is a

unique and inspiring opportunity. 
 

The PPC 2025 event started with an online multiple-choice-question (PPC) exam, organised from December 14 to

January 14, 2025. The event is open to students studying from classes 6 to 12 as well as teachers. 

 

During the event, PM Modi will address the questions posed by the selected candidates who will have the rare

opportunity to interact with him directly. 
 

Pariksha Pe Charcha was started in 2018 and PPC has been a cornerstone of PM Modi's vision for his stress-free and

holistic approach to education. 
 

The event is inspired by PM Modi's book "Exam Warriors," and it aims to encourage and develop confidence rather

than anxiety.
 

Over the years, this event has evolved to incorporate new technologies and interactive elements to remain relevant

and impactful.
 

There are record-breaking participants in this eight edition of PPC as 3.6 crore people registered for the event

which include 3.3 crore students, 2.7 lakh teachers and 5.5 lakh parents.
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 / News / Boards / CBSE And British Council Collaborate To Promote Multilingual Teaching Aligned With NEP 2020

The CBSE and the British Council have collaborated to promote multilingual teaching in schools, aligning with the NEP
2020 to enhance classroom pedagogy and learning outcomes. Check details here

CBSE and British Council Collaborate to Promote Multilingual Teaching

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) in collaboration with the British Council, organised a landmark school

education conference aimed at enhancing multilingual pedagogy and classroom practices across India. Aligned with the

latest policy reforms, including NEP 2020 and NCF-SE, the conference focused on strengthening multilingual education to

improve learning outcomes. The conference was inaugurated by Sanjay Kumar, IAS, Secretary, Department of School

Education and Literacy, along with Rahul Singh, IAS, Chairperson, CBSE. It brought together representatives and

policymakers from over 200 schools, educational institutions, and key apex bodies, including CBSE, NCERT, and the

English and Foreign Languages University.

School Education Conference
The sessions focused on showcasing best practices in multilingual education and pedagogy, aligning with NEP 2020. The

important discussions explored innovative approaches in school education that reflect the principles of NEP 2020 and

NCF-SE, with a strong emphasis on enhancing multilingual learning.

The conference also served as a platform for educators and policymakers to collaborate on advancing important

educational reforms. Panel discussions, workshops, and plenary sessions were led by trainers from various organisations

and UK universities, including the University of Birmingham, Goethe University Frankfurt, ELT Consultant, English and

Foreign Languages University, and CBSE.

Staying updated about the latest
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At the conference, themed "Enhancing Multilingual Pedagogy and Practice in the Classroom," experts gathered to discuss

how educators, policymakers, linguists, and pedagogical specialists can collaborate. The aim was to explore effective

strategies, tools, and methods for integrating multilingual practices into school education.
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Addressing the attendees at the conference, Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of Education and Department of Education and

Literacy, Ministry of Education said, “We have embarked on a vital journey to enhance multilingual pedagogy across India.

Given our country’s rich linguistic diversity, it is essential to foster inclusive educational environments that embrace

multiple languages, as emphasised by the National Education Policy 2020. Our shared efforts are focused on empowering

educators with the tools and strategies needed to support multilingualism in the classroom, enabling students to engage

more deeply with their learning while nurturing respect for cultural diversity."

Alison Barrett MBE, Director India, British Council said, “The Central Board of Secondary Education and the British Council

have been working together to share knowledge and learning in support of transformative classroom change. Our annual

school education conference is an opportunity for meaningful multi-stakeholder dialogue between educators, academics

and school leaders on priority areas aligned to the National Education Policy 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework

for School Education."

Read More
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Evidence also showed restrictive phone policies did not lower the overall time young people

spent on their phones throughout the day.

School phone bans do not improve grades or mental
health: Report
PA_Media |

Story continues below advertisement

Restricting phone use at school does not improve grades or mental well-being in young people,

a landmark study has found.
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Story continues below advertisement

The University of Birmingham study found students’ sleep, exercise, academic record, and

exercise did not differ between schools with and without phone bans in place.

Evidence also showed restrictive phone policies did not lower the overall time young people

spent on their phones throughout the day.

The findings, which have since been peer-reviewed and published, compared 1,227 students

and 30 different secondary schools. “There is no evidence to support that restrictive school

phone policies, in their current forms, have a beneficial effect on adolescents’ mental health

and wellbeing or related outcomes,” it concluded.

How smartphone ban in schools impacts students: Study

File photo of social media apps displayed on a mobile phone screen.(File Photo)
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However, increased screen time did impact the mental health, classroom behaviour, physical

activity and sleep cycles of students overall. Dr Victoria Goodyear, the study’s lead author, told

the BBC that school phone bans were not an effective way to tackle the negative impacts of

overusing phones. “What we’re suggesting is that those bans in isolation are not enough to

tackle the negative impacts,” she said. “We need to do more than just ban phones in schools.”

Story continues below advertisement

Police ban mobile phones within 100 meters of polling stations

The study called for a more “holistic” approach to lowering phone use among students. “This

approach does not necessarily preclude restrictive school mobile phone policies,” the study

concluded. “But these policies would be linked with a wider holistic approach to adolescent

mobile phone and social media use.” It comes days after the Education Secretary rejected calls

to bring in a new law to ban phones in classrooms, as she branded the Conservative party’s

proposal a “headline-grabbing gimmick”.

What is screen time doing to children?

Bridget Phillipson said she agreed that mobile phones should not be in lessons, but added the

opposition was wrong to say it could only be done by introducing legislation. The Conservative

party said last week that it would table an amendment to the Children’s Wellbeing and Schools

Bill that would require the Government to ban phones in classrooms. Shadow education

secretary Laura Trott asked Ms Phillipson whether she would support her party’s plans.
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NEW DELHI: India has emerged as one

of the most optimistic nations regarding

education and socioeconomic mobility.

The latest Educational Testing Service

(ETS) Human Progress Report, released

in India Tuesday, conducted across 18

countries, underscored that India's

optimism about its education system

stands in stark contrast to the global sentiment. However, challenges in

accessibility and teacher availability persist.

While only 30% of respondents worldwide expressed optimism about their

country's current education status, 70% of Indians held a positive outlook.

Similarly, confidence in future improvements is higher in India at 76% compared

to the global average of 64%. Despite this optimism, a significant portion of the

Indian population recognises systemic challenges - 84% of respondents believe

accessing quality education remains difficult, and 78% acknowledge that

educational opportunities are skewed toward certain privileged groups.

Furthermore, 74% pointed to a shortage of teachers, highlighting a major

bottleneck in India's educational progress.
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Compared to the global average, Indians more frequently cited the lack of high-

quality educational programmes (34% vs 22%) and institutions (29% vs 20%) as

barriers. India is one of the most favourable countries toward non-profit

organisations, with 26% agreeing that non-profits can play a role in improving

access to high-quality education, compared to 19% globally.
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India's confidence extends beyond education into the realm of socioeconomic

mobility. Nearly 69% of Indians believe in their current opportunities for upward

mobility, compared to a global average of 55%. Looking ahead to 2035, 72%

expect improvements, compared to 62% in other countries.

However, economic barriers persist. More Indians than their global counterparts

cited job shortages (40% vs 34%), expensive education (33% vs 28%), and lack

of advancement knowledge (29% vs 22%) as key hurdles. Notably, fewer Indians

(19%) felt that a lack of connections hindered their opportunities, compared to

the global average of 28%.

Amit Sevak, CEO of ETS, said: "India has made impressive strides in foundational

learning, but disparities persist between urban and rural areas and across states.

One of the biggest factors influencing student outcomes is teacher quality."

India's workforce is rapidly adapting to new skill requirements, with upskilling

becoming a widely accepted necessity. About 91% of Indians believe lifelong

learning will become a career standard, significantly higher than the global norm.

Moreover, 88% anticipate that credentials and certifications will gain more

importance than university degrees in the coming years, compared to 75%

worldwide. The influence of artificial intelligence (AI) on the job market is a major

concern, with 88% of Indians recognising its transformative impact on essential

skills. Notably, Indians foresee AI as a complementary tool rather than a threat,

with widespread belief that those who integrate AI into their work will replace

those who do not.

India's high optimism on education and career growth contrasts with more

tempered global perspectives. While the country acknowledges significant

challenges in accessibility and infrastructure, its population remains committed to

skill development and career advancement.

The findings also underscore the role of non-profits and govt partnerships in

addressing existing gaps. With initiatives supporting skill assessments, teacher

quality improvement, and AI integration in learning, India appears poised to

navigate these challenges effectively.
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DK Shivakumar, MK Stalin want National Education Policy, UGC
draft withdrawn

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar urged reforms in National Education Policy,

highlighting the importance of federalism and the southern states' educational excellence,

calling for a unified response from state leaders. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin echoed

similar concerns.
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Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar leads call to withdraw controversial National Education Policy.
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In Short

DK Shivakumar calls for NEP withdrawal

MK Stalin echoes similar concerns

Conclave unanimously opposes UGC draft

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar led calls for increased pressure on the

Union government and the University Grants Commission (UGC) to withdraw the

controversial National Education Policy (NEP), arguing that it fails to address the

educational needs of India’s diverse states.

The conclave of State Higher Education Ministers, held on February 5 in Bengaluru,

unanimously passed a joint resolution opposing several provisions of the draft UGC

regulations for 2025.

ADVERTISEMENT

Organised by the Department of Higher Education, Government of Karnataka, the

conclave brought together education ministers and representatives from Karnataka,

Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Kerala, Jharkhand, Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu & Kashmir.

Speaking at the event, Shivakumar highlighted the flaws in the NEP and stressed that

Karnataka had already implemented amendments to address these issues. "The
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National Education Policy rolled out by the Union government has many flaws. The

Karnataka government has gone ahead and brought in some amendments. The output

from this conclave must reach the Centre," he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister highlighted Karnataka’s role as a leader in higher education,

pointing to the state’s abundance of medical and engineering colleges. “Karnataka has

over 70 medical colleges and 250 engineering colleges. Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Telangana,

and Andhra Pradesh too have good colleges,” he added, underscoring the region's

educational excellence.

ADVERTISEMENT

Shivakumar also stressed the importance of India’s federal structure and its impact on

the country’s educational system. “Our federal structure is unique and our Constitution

offers many rights. There is diversity in language too. We should not be competing at the

national level but at the international level. For this, we need to change the NEP. We

need to bring in reforms at the University level too. The appointment of Vice Chancellors

is a key challenge before us,” he noted.

He further pointed out that India’s universities had made significant strides

internationally, with Indians occupying top positions at prestigious institutions. “Indians

have adorned top positions in many Western universities. We need to take the opinion of

experts to take our education system global,” he said.

Shivakumar reiterated the importance of preserving the educational standards that

have made southern states leaders in the sector. “Bengaluru, Chennai, Hyderabad have

been pioneers in the creation of top international educationists. There is no match for

the Southern states when it comes to education. We need to preserve this excellence,”

he said.

The Deputy Chief Minister expressed gratitude towards Higher Education Minister Dr MC

Sudhakar for organising the conclave and emphasised the need for a unified stance on
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the NEP. “It is important to preserve the education standards and provide for a good

future for the youth. We need to send out a message to the Centre about the NEP,”

Shivakumar concluded.

Echoing similar concerns, Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin expressed his

dissatisfaction with the NEP in a post on X on Thursday, joining hands with leaders such

as Rahul Gandhi and Akhilesh Yadav to demand the withdrawal of the UGC draft. “The

RSS-BJP’s agenda is clear: to erase diverse histories, traditions, and languages in order

to impose a singular identity,” Stalin said. “As my brother @RahulGandhi rightly said, the

UGC draft is not merely an educational move; it is an assault on Tamil Nadu’s rich

heritage and the very essence of India’s federalism.”
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School Education Conference organised to

strengthen multilingual framework and

classroom practices
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New Delhi : British Council, the UK’s
international organisation for cultural
relations and educational opportunities,
today organised a landmark School
education conference, in collaboration
with the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE), with an aim of
enhancing multilingual pedagogy and
practice in the classrooms for school
education across India. This conference
aligns with the latest policy reforms,
including NEP (National Education Policy) 2020 and the NCF-SE (National Curriculum Framework
for School Education).

The conference was inaugurated by Sh. Sanjay Kumar IAS, Secretary, Department of School
Education and Literacy along with Sh.Rahul Singh IAS, Chairperson, Central Board of Secondary
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Education and attended by representatives and policy makers from 200+ schools, educational
institutions, and apex body leaders, including the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE),
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), English and Foreign Languages
University.

The sessions centered on highlighting and sharing best practices in multilingual education and
pedagogy, aligning with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Key discussions focusing on
exploring innovative practices in school education that resonate with the NEP 2020 and the National
Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE), with a particular emphasis on multilingual
education. The conference also provided a platform for educators and policymakers to collaborate,
driving forward crucial educational reforms. As part of the conference panel discussions, workshops
and plenary sessions were delivered by trainers from various groups and UK universities, including
renowned entities like the as University of Birmingham, Goethe University Frankfurt, ELT Consultant,
English and Foreign Languages University and CBSE.

At the conference, under the theme “Enhancing Multilingual Pedagogy and Practice in the
Classroom,” experts gathered to discuss ways of bringing together educators, policymakers,
linguists, and pedagogical specialists. Their aim was to explore effective strategies, tools, and
methods for incorporating multilingual practices into school education. The event focused on creating
environments where children can flourish both academically and personally, recognising and
embracing their linguistic backgrounds. As highlighted in the NEP 2020, multilingualism “not only
promotes cognitive development but also enhances empathy and respect for other cultures and
languages”—values that are essential in fostering a cohesive, inclusive, and pluralistic society.

Through engaging sessions and collaborative workshops, the conference deepened participants’
understanding of multilingual pedagogy, share best practices, and develop actionable insights
aligned with India’s educational priorities and CBSE’s strategic focus areas.

Addressing the attendees at the conference, Sh. Sanjay Kumar, Secretary Education and
Department of Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education said, “We have embarked on a vital
journey to enhance multilingual pedagogy across India. Given our country’s rich linguistic diversity, it
is essential to foster inclusive educational environments that embrace multiple languages, as
emphasised by the National Education Policy 2020. Our shared efforts are focused on empowering
educators with the tools and strategies needed to support multilingualism in the classroom, enabling
students to engage more deeply with their learning while nurturing respect for cultural diversity. By
championing multilingual education, we can ensure that all students have the opportunity to thrive
academically and socially in a rapidly changing global landscape.”

Alison Barrett MBE, Director India, British Council said, “The Central Board of Secondary Education
and the British Council have been working together to share knowledge and learning in support of
transformative classroom change. Our annual school education conference is an opportunity for
meaningful multi-stakeholder dialogue between educators, academics and school leaders on priority
areas aligned to the National Education Policy 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for
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School Education. This year we turn our focus to enhancing multilingual pedagogy and practice,
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Growth of unapproved school a new menace to Tripura’s school education system
By Our Correspondent

Agartala, February 6, 2025

Taking advantage of the deplorable condition of government run schools
manifested in lack of teaching and non-teaching staff, a section of
unscrupulous elements have started doing money-spinning business by
running private schools to fleece guardians of hefty money for profit.
This has come to light from a speech delivered by the director of school
education N.C.Sharma in an awareness programme in Rabindra Shata
Varshiki Bhawan.

A special convention of heads of privately run schools in the state came
off yesterday in Hall No-2 of Rabindra Shata Varshiki Bhawan to make
them aware of the various provisions of Right to Education Act-2009.
While addressing the gathering of heads or principals of privately run
schools the director of school education N.C.Sharma said that there has
been a growth of unauthorized and unapproved private schools in the

state over the past few years and this has been causing harm to students. “There are at least 50 private schools in
the state running without any approval or authorization from the education department and as a result last year
many students from such schools who had passed the entrance exams of Nabodaya or Central schools finally could
not secure admission ; if this continues the students will suffer greatly “ said N.C.Sharma.

He said that the state government can give approval or authorization to private schools if they fulfill all the terms and
conditions but running unauthorized or unapproved schools is illegal and action will be taken against them. He also
asserted that the state government is prepared to help private ventures in education like setting up private schools
but they must comply with the terms and conditions laid down in the RTE Act-2009. “The private schools must admit
students of the areas where they are functioning ; mere profiteering in the field of education is not permissible ; all
unapproved and unauthorized schools shall be closed down by the education department by notification ; we are
working on the principle of free and compulsory education of students upto the age of 14 as per provisions of the
RTE Act-2009 and any violation will not be tolerated” said N.C.Sharma.

He did not make any comment on the miserable condition of government run schools but sources in the education
department said that unless the state government reverses its present policy of not recruiting adequate teachers for
schools, the crisis in the education sector is bound to deepen in the days to come. In a poor state like Tripura
students and guardians can not merely live by rhetoric and glitzy propaganda and government must take initiative to
revitalize the school education system.
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America's math education system is outdated and failing to equip students with the
essential skills needed for success in today's technology-driven world. With an
overemphasis on traditional topics like algebra and calculus, students are not learning...Read More

What's wrong with America's math

education?

In an age where data drives almost

every aspect of our personal,

professional, and civic lives, America's

math education is facing an urgent

dilemma. While the world continues to

evolve at a rapid pace with technologies

like artificial intelligence (AI), machine

learning, blockchain, and neural networks, the math curriculum in most K-12

schools remains largely unchanged. The growing demand for data science and

statistical literacy in today’s workforce stands in stark contrast to the current state

of math education, where topics like algebra and calculus are still prioritized at the

expense of practical, data-driven skills.

With an alarming decline in student achievement in subjects like data analysis,

statistics, and probability, America’s education system risks leaving an entire

generation ill-prepared for the future. The national math test scores from the

National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) show a concerning drop in

these essential areas, particularly after the introduction of the Common Core

standards. Introduced in 2010, the Common Core was designed to create

consistent educational goals across states and ensure that all students are

prepared for college and careers. However, critics argue that the shift in focus

toward standardized testing and the emphasis on traditional subjects like algebra

and calculus may have diverted attention from newer, critical subjects such as

maths, data science and statistical literacy. Additionally, the gap in student

outcomes across racial and socioeconomic groups highlights a broader systemic

issue—one that affects not only individual futures but also the nation's

competitiveness in a data-driven world. While the need for change is evident, the

path ahead remains unclear.

Here are the key challenges that contribute to this crisis in America’s math

education system, which are preventing students from acquiring the data literacy

skills necessary for success in today’s technology-driven world.
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Math anxiety

One major issue with America’s math education system is the high levels of

anxiety students experience when engaging with math. This fear often stems from

outdated teaching methods, where rigid concepts like algebra and calculus

dominate the curriculum, leaving students feeling disconnected from math’s

practical applications. As a result, many students struggle to see how math

matters in the real world. By integrating subjects like data science and statistics—

fields that are relevant to today's workforce—we can make math more engaging,

show its real-world applications, and help reduce math anxiety.

Lack of data literacy

There's a critical gap in equipping students with essential data literacy skills, which

are crucial for understanding and navigating the modern world. With the rise of

technologies like AI, machine learning, and blockchain, data literacy is more

important than ever. Yet, as reported by The Hechinger Report, national math test

scores for data analysis, statistics, and probability have declined since 2011. This

suggests that these areas are not being adequately prioritized in K-12 curricula.

The focus on traditional subjects like algebra and calculus means that students are

not learning the skills they need for future careers in fields such as data science

and technology. Moreover, the inability to reduce math anxiety is a significant

barrier—many students still struggle to see math as relevant, which affects their

ability to grasp foundational concepts early on.

The importance of basic arithmetic

Before students can dive into complex subjects like algebra and calculus, a solid

foundation in basic arithmetic—addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division—

is essential. These fundamental skills form the bedrock for more advanced topics

and real-world applications, including data science and statistical analysis.

Teachers must emphasize these core concepts to ensure that students have a

strong mathematical foundation before advancing to higher-level topics.

Outdated instructional focus

While algebra and calculus still hold importance in college admissions, they no

longer align with the needs of today’s rapidly evolving job market. The emphasis

on these traditional topics has pushed more relevant subjects like statistics and

data science to the sidelines. As technology advances rapidly, the gap between

math education and the skills required by the modern workforce grows. As noted

by The Hechinger Report, industries are increasingly seeking workers who can

analyze data and make informed decisions based on it. However, our current math

education system remains focused on outdated topics that don't address these

needs. This outdated focus is evident in the teaching of basic arithmetic and

foundational skills, which are often neglected in favor of more abstract concepts

that many students struggle to understand early on.

Achievement gaps

One of the major challenges in American math education is the vast achievement

gap between different racial and socioeconomic groups. As reported by The

Hechinger Report, Black students are, on average, 30 points behind their white

peers in data analysis skills. This gap in achievement perpetuates inequalities in
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access to higher education and job opportunities in fields like data science and

technology. Many schools in low-income areas also struggle to provide modern,

data-driven math education due to limited resources, further widening the gap

between students from different backgrounds. This disparity starts early, with

preschool and kindergarten math instruction being often insufficient to provide a

strong foundation for later grades. Without a solid grasp of basic arithmetic and

numeracy skills at an early age, students enter more complex subjects unprepared

and anxious.

Teacher constraints and curriculum limitations

Teachers are constrained by outdated state standards and testing requirements

that prioritize traditional math content over data science. This leads to insufficient

coverage of data analysis and computational topics, contributing to declining math

performance in these areas. Teachers report that there is often not enough time in

the curriculum to focus on emerging subjects like data science. The Hechinger

Report highlights how the overemphasis on algebra and calculus leaves little room

for instruction in more relevant topics, further perpetuating the skills gap. Many

teachers, especially at the early education level, struggle with outdated

instructional methods that focus too heavily on rote memorization and standard

algorithms rather than engaging students with practical, real-world math

applications. This lack of relevance leads to disengagement, increasing the fear or

anxiety many students experience when approaching math.

Insufficient data science programs

Despite some promising initiatives in states like Ohio, Virginia, and Utah,

comprehensive data science education at the K-12 level remains scarce. Only a

handful of states provide robust data science curricula, and many states still fail to

offer sufficient resources and programs for teaching data science. As noted by The

Hechinger Report, while there are experimental programs in a few states,

comprehensive data science instruction is still rare across the country, leaving

many students without access to this critical area of learning. Without early

exposure to data science and computational thinking, students are left behind in a

rapidly advancing world. These subjects should be introduced alongside or even

before more abstract math topics like algebra to help students understand the

real-world relevance of math.

Interestingly, when students are exposed to data science, they show high levels of

engagement and interest. The Hechinger Report has found that students actively

seek further opportunities to learn about data science, indicating that they find

these subjects relevant and exciting. This highlights the importance of making

data science a core part of the math curriculum to foster student interest and

prepare them for careers in emerging fields. However, the disconnection between

traditional math education and career readiness has left many students

disengaged and unsure about how math applies to their future. It’s critical to help

students see the connection between data science, math, and careers in

technology, especially if we want to reduce math anxiety and ensure that they are

motivated to succeed.

The way forward

To address this, we must update the K-12 math curriculum to include data science

and statistical literacy. Schools should focus on providing every student with the

basic skills to interpret and work with data, regardless of their background. By

doing so, we can better prepare students for the challenges of the modern world

and ensure they are equipped for future success. Teachers need more professional

development to adapt to these new teaching methods and curriculum shifts, and

math instruction should be made relevant to students from an early age to reduce

anxiety and make math engaging and meaningful.
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Punjab's government primary schools lack physical education teachers, impacting sports

training for students. A proposal for 2,000 recruits may address this crisis.

Sports take a backseat at govt primary schools in Punjab
By Akanksha Attri, Ludhiana

Story continues below advertisement

The absence of physical education teachers in Punjab’s government primary schools has left

young students without structured sports training. With no designated instructors, students

either train themselves or rely on teachers from other subjects when a sports event is

organised by the department.
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Story continues below advertisement

According to e-Punjab portal data, none of the 12,819 government primary schools in the

state have a designated physical education teacher. This gap has placed an added burden on

school heads, who, despite lacking expertise, are compelled to train students for various

sporting events, people familiar with the development said.

District president of the Government Teachers’ Union and head teacher at Government

Primary School, Mangli Uchi, Ludhiana, Jagjit Singh Mann highlighted the issue, stating: “A few

years ago, physical education teachers from middle schools were given additional

responsibility for primary school sports, but that practice has been discontinued. Currently,

only teachers who voluntarily take up the responsibility train students for sports events. A

dedicated physical education teacher is crucial at the primary level, as these formative years

Punjab education minister Harjot Singh Bains said for the first time, a proposal to recruit 2,000 physical education
teachers for government primary schools will be taken up in the upcoming cabinet meeting. (HT File)
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are essential for nurturing talent. Without proper guidance, identifying and refining students’

potential is nearly impossible.”

Story continues below advertisement

The Annual Status of Education Report 2024, released by the Pratham Foundation last week,

further underscores the crisis. It reveals that 38.8% of upper primary government schools lack

a dedicated physical education teacher, 56.8% have teachers of other subjects taking the

responsibility and only 4.4% have a separate instructor for sports.

A head teacher from a government primary school in Ludhiana, who requested anonymity,

echoed similar concerns: “Without a dedicated physical education teacher, conducting sports

classes is almost impossible. At most, we can make students do light exercises once a month.

During sports events, any teacher with some knowledge of the games steps in to teach the

basics, but that is hardly enough.”
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State education minister Harjot Singh Bains said for the first time, a proposal to recruit 2,000

physical education teachers for government primary schools will be taken up in the upcoming

cabinet meeting.

Story continues below advertisement

If approved, this initiative could transform the sports landscape in government schools,

providing students with structured training and a fair chance to excel in athletics from a young

age.
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Business News › News › Politics › Opposition twisting education reforms into imaginary threats: Dharmendra Pradhan

Opposition twisting education reforms into
imaginary threats: Dharmendra Pradhan

Synopsis
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has accused the Congress and
opposition of misrepresenting the draft UGC regulations as threats. He asserts the
regulations aim to broaden horizons and include diverse voices while upholding
institutional autonomy and strengthening academic institutions.

New Delhi: Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan on Thursday

stepped up his attack on the Congress

and opposition members for criticising

the draft UGC regulations, alleging

they are twisting progressive

educational reforms into imaginary

threats to sustain their outdated

political narratives.

Pradhan said it is both "unfortunate" and "concerning" to see how some

political leaders, including the leader of opposition in Lok Sabha, "twist

progressive educational reforms into imaginary threats to sustain their

outdated political narratives".

"The UGC draft regulations aim to broaden horizons, not narrow them. They

seek to include more voices, not silence them.
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"They uphold institutional autonomy and our linguistic diversity. They

strengthen our academic institutions, not weaken them. But perhaps these

facts are too inconvenient for those who prefer rhetoric over reality," Pradhan

said in a post on X.

"I would humbly suggest that Shri @RahulGandhi and the self-proclaimed

champions of Constitution invest some time in actually reading the draft

regulations before launching their rehearsed political performances," he

added.
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Ministry of Education

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan launches 41 books under
PM YUVA 2.0 at NDWBF 2025

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan releases Hindi translation of The Saga of
Kudopali: The Unsung Story of 1857

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan releases Malayalam translation of the
works of 14th-century mathematician and astronomer Sri Madhava

Writings and creativity of young authors will enrich our literary
landscape and give a new direction to intellectual discourse - Shri

Dharmendra Pradhan

Books in Indian languages in every corner of India is a national
mission - Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Posted On: 08 FEB 2025 4:10PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, launched 41 new books under the PM YUVA
2.0 scheme at the New Delhi World Book Fair 2025 today. The Governor of Tripura, Shri Indrasena
Reddy Nallu, graced the event as the guest of honour.
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While addressing the gathering, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan congratulated the 41 young authors whose
books were unveiled. Expressing confidence in their potential, he stated that their writings and
creativity would enrich the literary landscape and provide a new direction to intellectual discourse.

The Minister expressed his gratitude to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for conceptualizing the PM
YUVA Scheme, highlighting its transformation into a national movement. He emphasized its significant
impact on mentoring and nurturing budding authors, fostering proud ambassadors of Indian culture,
heritage, history, languages, and literature, and bringing to light the stories of unsung heroes of the
freedom struggle.

Shri Pradhan further underscored that promoting books in Indian languages across the country is a
national mission. He described initiatives like PM YUVA as groundbreaking steps in this direction. He
also emphasized that the recently announced ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme’ in this year’s budget
would add momentum to this national endeavour.

Acknowledging the pivotal role of the National Book Trust (NBT) in making books and literature
accessible in Indian languages, he urged the institution to embrace technology and collaborate with
domestic and international publishers to take India’s rich literary heritage and linguistic traditions to a
global audience.   
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The Minister also visited the Exhibition Halls and congratulated NBT for organizing one of the world's
largest book fairs. Calling it a “Gyan-Kumbh” of literature, languages, knowledge, people, and cultures,
he described the fair as a reader’s paradise—an ideal platform to discover new books, immerse in
literature, meet authors, and connect with fellow book lovers.

Additionally, Shri Pradhan released the Hindi version of The Saga of Kudopali: The Unsung Story of
1857. He announced that the book would soon be available in 12 Indian and two foreign languages,
ensuring a wider reach and deeper impact. He also released Sangama Madhavante Randu Krithikal,
the Malayalam translation of the works of 14th-century mathematician and astronomer Sri Madhava.

The event was attended by Dr. Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Department of Higher Education, Ministry of
Education; Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy; Prof. Milind
Sudhakar Marathe, Chairman, NBT; Prof. M. Jagdeesh Kumar, Chairperson, UGC; and Shri Yuvraj
Malik, Director, NBT.

*****
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Dharmendra Pradhan Launches 41 Books Under PM
YUVA 2.0 At World Book Fair 2025

Union Minister for Education, Dharmendra Pradhan, unveiled 41 new books
under the PM YUVA 2.0 scheme at the New Delhi World Book Fair 2025 on
Saturday, according to a press release from the Ministry of Education. The
Governor of Tripura, Indrasena Reddy Nallu, attended the event as the
guest of honour.

In his address, Dharmendra Pradhan congratulated the 41 young authors
whose works were launched, expressing confidence in their ability to
enrich the literary landscape and influence intellectual discourse through
their creative writings. He also thanked Prime Minister Narendra Modi for
conceptualizing the PM YUVA Scheme, which has evolved into a national
movement supporting emerging authors.
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The Minister emphasized the scheme’s role in mentoring young writers and
creating ambassadors of Indian culture, history, languages, and literature.
He also highlighted the importance of bringing stories of unsung heroes of
India’s freedom struggle to the forefront.

Pradhan pointed out that promoting books in Indian languages is now a
national mission. He mentioned initiatives such as PM YUVA and the
recently announced ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme’ from this year’s
budget as key steps in achieving this goal. He praised the National Book
Trust (NBT) for its efforts in making literature more accessible in Indian
languages and urged it to leverage technology and collaborate with
global publishers to share India’s literary heritage worldwide.

During the event, the Minister toured the Exhibition Halls and commended
NBT for organizing one of the world’s largest book fairs, referring to it as a
“Gyan-Kumbh” of literature, languages, and culture. He described the fair
as a reader’s paradise and an ideal platform for discovering new books
and connecting with fellow literature enthusiasts.

Additionally, Pradhan launched the Hindi version of The Saga of Kudopali:
The Unsung Story of 1857, announcing that the book would soon be
available in 12 Indian and two foreign languages. He also released
Sangama Madhavante Randu Krithikal, the Malayalam translation of the
works of the 14th-century mathematician and astronomer Sri Madhava.

The event was attended by key officials including Dr. Vineet Joshi,
Secretary of the Department of Higher Education, Sanjay Kumar, Secretary
of the Department of School Education and Literacy, Prof. Milind Sudhakar
Marathe, Chairman of NBT, Prof. M. Jagdeesh Kumar, Chairperson of UGC,
and Yuvraj Malik, Director of NBT.
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Srinagar Feb 08: The Director School Education Kashmir, G N Itoo on Saturday
said the government will examine the gaps flagged in Annual Status of
Education Report (ASER)-2024.

The ASER-2024 was released on January 28 of 2025 in New Delhi.

The survey has pointed out poor learning outcomes and infrastructural gaps in
government schools.

“The survey that has just come, we are examining it. We have made a special
team. Recently, there has been a meeting at the level of the administrative
department regarding the issue,” G N Itoo said.

He said the concerned people have been given the direction to come up with a
roadmap and suggestions to fill the infrastructural gaps.

“Our teams are working on that. I am quite sure that in the coming days, we
will submit a comprehensive roadmap to the government,” Itoo said.

He however said that the government was serious about the issue.

“Some positives have also been highlighted in the ASER survey. At certain
levels, we have been doing very well as compared to the national level also,” he
said.

He said the education department will work Kashmir University, SCERT and
board and the other NGOs working with the department and have expertise in
learning outcomes.
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Speaking at the function, the minister said that the writings and creativity of the young

authors will enrich the literary landscape and give a new direction to intellectual discourse

Dharmendra Pradhan launches 41 books under PM YUVA
scheme
By HT Correspondent

Story continues below advertisement

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Saturday launched 41 books under the ‘PM

YUVA mentorship programme 2.0,’ an initiative to cultivate young literary talent through

mentorship.
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Story continues below advertisement

The event was organised by the National Book Trust (NBT) during the ongoing World Book

Fair 2025 at Bharat Mandapam in the national Capital.

Speaking at the function, the minister said that the writings and creativity of the young

authors will enrich the literary landscape and give a new direction to intellectual discourse.

“Books in Indian languages in every corner of India is a national mission. Initiatives like PM

YUVA are a groundbreaking step in this direction. The ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme’

The event was organised by the National Book Trust (NBT) during the ongoing World Book Fair 2025. (Dharmendra
Pradhan | Official X account)

Millions turned to HT on Delhi vote day. Follow LIVE counting on 8th Feb from 8
AM. Read More
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announced in this year’s budget is also going to add momentum to this national mission,” he

added in a post on X.

Launched by the education ministry on May 29, 2021, Prime Minister Young, Upcoming and

Versatile Authors (PM YUVA) is an author mentorship programme to train young and budding

authors of below 30 years of age.

Story continues below advertisement

Also Read: Plan for centres of excellence among new initiatives in budget to bridge skill gap

In the Union Budget 2025-26, finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman proposed to implement a

Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme to provide digital-form Indian language books for school and

higher education.

PROMOTED

Hindustan Times
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Delhi election results
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View T&C

Q. Do you believe the government is taking sufficient measures to restore peace in

Manipur?
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Pradhan also released the Hindi version of the book ‘The Saga of Kudopali: The Unsung Story

of 1857’ and announced that it will soon be available in 12 Indian and two foreign languages.

He also released Sangama ‘Madhavante Randu Krithikal’, the Malayalam translation of the

works of 14th-century mathematician and astronomer Sri Madhava.

He called on the NBT to launch YUVA 3.0 to mentor an additional 75 aspiring writers.

Get Current Updates on India News ,  Weather Today , Latest News , Delhi Election 2025… See More
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Yes, adequate efforts are being made. No, more needs to be done.

2/10/25, 11:48 AM ‘So much hooliganism’: Atishi slams BJP after meeting Kejriwal over Delhi poll setback | Latest News India - Hindustan Times

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/dharmendra-pradhan-launches-41-books-under-pm-yuva-scheme-101739019053965.html 4/12

150

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/weather
https://www.hindustantimes.com/latest-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/elections/assembly-election/delhi
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://www.salesofficedelhincr.com/godrej-astra-gurgaon.html?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=desktop&utm_camapign=43946615&utm_content=4088681748&utm_term=1447970&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDP1WUo0YKpspjVn8I3MKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://birla31.com/birla-gurugram/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoonMGE5dH_qYoSMKKwWA
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/


151



152



153



154



155



156



157



158



159



160



161



Thursday, 13 February 2025

Union education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan's focus on UGC primacy

The draft of the UGC Regulations, 2025 proposes that chancellors or visitors of state universities would form a three-member search-and-

selection committee to appoint vice-chancellors, who might not necessarily have an academic background

Saibal Gupta  Published 10.02.25, 11:17 AM

Dharmendra Pradhan addresses journalists in Calcutta on Sunday 
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Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Sunday said he did not

understand why the Mamata Banerjee government opposed the draft regulation

that grants chancellors of universities — the governor in the case of state

universities — full authority to appoint vice-chancellors, based on

recommendations from search-cum-selection committees.

"I do not understand the reason for their objection,” said Pradhan at a news

conference in Calcutta.

The draft of the UGC (minimum qualifications for appointment and promotion of

teachers and academic staff in universities and colleges and measures for the

maintenance of standards in higher education) Regulations, 2025 proposes that

chancellors or visitors of state universities would form a three-member search-

and-selection committee to appoint vice-chancellors, who might not necessarily

have an academic background.

Additionally, the guidelines introduce skill-based courses and micro-credentials

in higher education institutions and encourage the use of Indian languages in

academic publications and degree programmes.

“Whenever the UGC’s authority has been challenged in court, the judiciary has

consistently upheld its supremacy in maintaining educational standards and

quality. While governments may have political agendas, the Supreme Court

remains impartial,” said Pradhan.

ADVERTISEMENT

Star Health Insurance

Coverage for

unexpected medical…

AD StarHealth Insurance

Build a strong

foundation for your

child’s future with S…

AD SBI Life

ADVERTISEMENT

Power up your savings with SBI

Life - eWealth Plus!

Ad SBI Life



YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

Mamata Banerjee
government launches
new scheme for rivers,
funds to check erosion

Rapid ride to conquer
Indian Brahmaputra:
NIMAS holds expedition
from Arunachal Prades…

Growers seek 100 per
cent auction of tea for
fair price to 'ensure
sustainability of…

Rivals raise same issue to
Centre, Bengal govt:
Both GCPA factions harp
on statehood

Mamata Banerjee
government announces 4
per cent DA hike but
central gap still wide 

ADVERTISEMENT

Advertisement

Powered by:

2/13/25, 12:02 PM UGC | Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan's focus on UGC primacy - Telegraph India

https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/union-education-minister-dharmendra-pradhans-focus-on-ugc-primacy/cid/2082630 2/7

163

https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/union-education-minister-dharmendra-pradhans-focus-on-ugc-primacy/cid/2082630
https://twitter.com/share?url=https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/union-education-minister-dharmendra-pradhans-focus-on-ugc-primacy/cid/2082630&text=Union%20education%20minister%20Dharmendra%20Pradhans%20focus%20on%20UGC%20primacy
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=Union+education+minister+Dharmendra+Pradhan%27s+focus+on+UGC+primacy%20https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/union-education-minister-dharmendra-pradhans-focus-on-ugc-primacy/cid/2082630
javascript:void(0);
https://adgebra.co.in/clicktracker/click?p1=301094&p2=30584&p3=&p5=&p6=&p7=9&p18=&langId=2&languagePriority=2&slotId=1&templateId=6729&p19=60505&p20=300784&gaid=&isIframe=&token=31225021306194&uid=&p21=&p22=usd&p23=&p24=3&uniqueId=28f0107400000653f80874a00000777800003b164000496f0000126098000000007ebd1e878a957b7d&isIframe=true&referurl=https://ee1604d79a6e32b7ccb5e91860aa4f2e.safeframe.googlesyndication.com/safeframe/1-0-41/html/container.html
https://adgebra.co.in/clicktracker/click?p1=302912&p2=30584&p3=&p5=&p6=&p7=9&p18=&langId=2&languagePriority=2&slotId=1&templateId=6729&p19=61850&p20=301887&gaid=&isIframe=&token=31225021306194&uid=&p21=&p22=usd&p23=&p24=3&uniqueId=28f0107400000653f80874a00000777800003c66800049b3f000127d00000000017ebd1e878a957b7d&isIframe=true&referurl=https://ee1604d79a6e32b7ccb5e91860aa4f2e.safeframe.googlesyndication.com/safeframe/1-0-41/html/container.html
https://adgebra.co.in/clicktracker/click?p1=302903&p2=30584&p3=&p5=&p6=&p7=9&p18=&langId=2&languagePriority=2&slotId=1&templateId=6723&p19=61850&p20=301939&gaid=&isIframe=&token=31225021306194&uid=&p21=&p22=usd&p23=&p24=3&uniqueId=28f0145c00000653f80870d00000777800003c66800049b73000127cdc0000000324bf7c3572b9fcd3&isIframe=true&referurl=https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/union-education-minister-dharmendra-pradhans-focus-on-ugc-primacy/cid/2082630
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/mamata-banerjee-government-launches-new-scheme-for-rivers-funds-to-check-erosion/cid/2083278
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/national-institute-of-mountaineering-and-adventure-sports-holds-rapid-ride-to-conquer-indian-brahmaputra/cid/2083277
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/growers-seek-100-per-cent-auction-of-tea-for-fair-price-to-ensure-sustainability-of-industry/cid/2083212
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/rivals-raise-same-issue-to-centre-bengal-government-both-gcpa-factions-harp-on-cooch-behar-statehood/cid/2083206
https://www.telegraphindia.com/west-bengal/mamata-banerjee-government-announces-4-per-cent-da-hike-but-central-gap-still-wide/cid/2083190
https://playstream.media/


“Regarding the ongoing dispute over the appointment of vice-chancellors, the

Supreme Court has explicitly directed the UGC to establish a uniform standard

that must be followed,” the education minister added.

Earlier, the UGC had asked the states to send their feedback by February 5, but

several non-BJP-ruled states — Bengal, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Kerala,

Tamil Nadu, Telangana and Karnataka — urged the BJP-led Centre to withdraw

the new draft regulations.

These states also accused the Centre of trying to push its agenda and ideology,

undermining federal principles.

State education minister Bratya Basu had said that the draft was “undemocratic

and highly disrespectful” towards federalism.

Basu had also alleged that the BJP government at the Centre was trying to

undermine the rights of the states.

Speaking on the draft regulation, which aligns with the National Education Policy,

Pradhan emphasised the need for multidisciplinary education, blended pedagogy,

technology integration, and strong industry-academic linkages to meet global

standards.

“Education is under the concurrent list (meaning both the central government

and state governments can legislate on education matters), but the standard of

higher education is determined by the central government. The quality of both

academic content and institutions is overseen by the UGC, which operates

independently of both state and central authorities,” Pradhan added.
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NEP-2020 a roadmap to empowering children: Guv
The Hans India
Hans News Service | 11 Feb 2025 7:26 AM IST
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 Hyderabad: The National  Education Policy (NEP-2020) is a historic step for the future of the nation and

a roadmap to empower every child, stated...

Hyderabad: The National Education Policy (NEP-2020) is a historic step for the future of the nation
and a roadmap to empower every child, stated Jishnu Dev Varma, Telangana Governor and Chief
Rector of the University of Hyderabad (UoH). He was speaking at the inaugural function of two-day
national conference on ‘Trends and Insights in Educational Technology Post-NEP 2020’ on Monday.

The conference was organised by Department of Education and Education Technology, School of
Social Sciences, UoH. The conference aims to bridge the gaps between research, policies, and
practices in educational technology. During the conference, experts emphasised the need for
experiential learning, outside-classroom learning, and inquiry-based learning.

While inaugurating the conference, Jishnu Dev Varma emphasised the importance of education in
energising the youth and also highlighted about the traditional Indian education system, which
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📣 The Hans India is now on Telegram. Click here to join our channel (@thehansindia) and stay updated with

the latest headlines

emphasises the guru-sisya parampara (teacher-student relationship). “Education teaches us how
to use the technology for benefit of mankind and it embodies the spirit of exponential learning and
the conference deliberations should open new vistas and take the nation forward and realise the
vision of Viksit Bharat@2047”, he added.
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Prof B J Rao, Vice-Chancellor, University of Hyderabad, said that education is a mind-building
process, while technology is a tool that complements education. Usha Subramanian, Professor at
Chanakya University, Bengaluru, said that technology cannot replace human intelligence and that
it is essential to use technology responsibly.
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NCTE to bring back one-year B.Ed and M.Ed programmes after a decade
These revamped programmes will be included in the latest draft regulations, recently approved, and are
anticipated to receive public feedback shortly.

By India Today Research Bureau
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In a major shift in policy, the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) is set to reintroduce the one-year Bachelor of Education

(B.Ed) and Master of Education (M.Ed) programs, beginning with the 2026-27 academic year. This change arrives nearly ten years

after the courses were lengthened to two years, aiming to create a more efficient pathway for aspiring educators.
 

This initiative is in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the University Grants Commission's National Higher

Education Qualifications Framework. "Before 2014, the one-year B.Ed and M.Ed courses were the cornerstone of teacher education.
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This revival is influenced by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. With the NEP, the UGC introduced the National Higher

Education Qualifications Framework, which allows for a one-year master’s degree at level 6.5," said Pankaj Arora, Chairman of NCTE.
 

Programme structure
The one-year M.Ed program will be offered as a full-time course, while a part-time two-year option will cater to professionals like

teachers and education leaders.
 

"The two-year M.Ed program initiated in 2015 has not significantly advanced teacher education or fostered a passion for teaching

among young students. Many institutions faced empty seats, and the curriculum fell short of necessary improvements. The M.Ed

course will incorporate both a research element and hands-on community engagement tasks," said Arora.
 

Eligibility criteria
To enrol in the one-year B.Ed program, candidates must hold a four-year undergraduate degree or a postgraduate qualification. For

those with a three-year undergraduate degree, the existing two-year B.Ed program will remain available.
 

Arora elaborated, "Each of these pathways is tailored for different individuals...anyone at any point wishing to enter teaching should

have access to the right program. These programs will also feature four specialisations in accordance with the new school education

framework under the NEP – foundational, preparatory, middle, and secondary school levels."
 

No changes since 2014
Initially, the B.Ed and M.Ed programs were one-year courses for decades before being extended to two years under the 2014

regulations. This change introduced new modules such as yoga education and gender studies, along with a 20-week internship.
 

"In a bid to enhance quality, we extended the B.Ed program's duration to create a more professional and rigorous teacher education

experience," noted a parliamentary response from 2015. Despite these efforts, the two-year M.Ed program failed to deliver the

anticipated improvements in teacher training, leading the NCTE to reassess the program frameworks.
 

Regulation revisions
These regulations, setting norms for teacher education, have not been revised since the last major update in 2014. The revival of the

one-year B.Ed and M.Ed programmes is not intended to replace the two-year versions but rather to provide additional flexibility and

options for those pursuing careers in education.
 

Integrated teacher education programme (ITEP)
The Integrated Teacher Education Programme (ITEP), a four-year course launched in 2023-24, will become a regular offering starting

in the 2025-26 academic year. This program will provide specialisations in Yoga, Physical Education, Sanskrit Education, and Art

Education.
 

"If someone decides after high school that they want to teach, there's ITEP. If they make that choice after three years of college, they

can opt for a two-year B.Ed. For those completing a postgraduate or four-year graduation program, a one-year B.Ed will be available, "

Arora said.
 

The NCTE aims to address concerns that the longer programs did not significantly improve outcomes for teacher education nor

successfully fill program seats.
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‘Take action against schools violating NCPCR,
CBSE directives’
Feb 11, 2025, 12.05 AM IST

Printed from

SLUG: PRESCRIBING TEXTBOOKS

Vadodara: The Vadodara Parents Association (VPA) on Monday
demanded action against schools that prescribe textbooks other
than those from the National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) and the Gujarat Council of Educational
Research and Training (GCERT).

VPA office-bearers submitted a memorandum to the Vadodara
district education officer (DEO), requesting him to initiate action
against erring schools and issue fresh directions to prescribe only
NCERT/GCERT books in schools for the next academic year.

VPA office-bearers cited the directives issued by the National Commission for the Protection of Child Rights
(NCPCR) and the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) in their memorandum.

"CBSE issued a circular regarding the use of textbooks in schools, wherein the affiliated schools were strongly
advised to follow NCERT/SCERT textbooks, making it mandatory for schools to prescribe only such books for
Classes 1 to 12," VPA's representation stated.

Similarly, the NCPCR chairperson also issued directives stating that no child should be discriminated against,
harassed, or neglected by schools for carrying books published/prescribed by the NCERT, causing mental or

2/13/25, 12:06 PM ‘Take action against schools violating NCPCR, CBSE directives’ - Times of India
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physical suffering.

The NCPCR chairperson asked all principal secretaries and secretaries of school education to consider the
repeated recurrence of schools prescribing books published by private publishers a clear violation of children's
right to quality education and the RTE Act.

The parents association said that a fresh directive from the DEO will ensure that parents are not financially
burdened, as NCERT books are also available online.
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Geoff Masters (/columnists/geoff-masters)

Former Chief Executive of the Australian Council for Educational
Research

How different might schools be by 2040? Will children born in 2025
experience school differently from students currently completing their
schooling? This article suggests 3 ways in which schooling could be
different.

Anticipating the future is always tricky, especially in times of rapid change.
Children born this year will enter a world of conflicts and threats of war,
political polarisation, increased nationalism, ongoing global warming, echo
chambers exacerbated by social media, and remarkable advances in
artificial intelligence and digital technologies. It is difficult to imagine the
world these children could inhabit.

With the current pace of change, it is not uncommon to hear people
question whether schools will exist at all by 2040. Will there be a need for
physical buildings and classrooms, or will students be able to learn
anywhere at any time with the assistance of technology? Will there be a role
for teachers, or will students be able to source any assistance they require
using artificial intelligence? If there is a role for teachers, will it be radically
different from the role they play today? 

In many ways, schools historically have been a bulwark against change.
Despite calls for reform and instances of schools that have transformed
radically, school education is generally slow to change and often resistant to
change. Most parents expect schools to be like the institutions they
attended; conservative forces argue for the maintenance of traditional
priorities; and the external frameworks within which schools operate –

Will schools of the future be
different?
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including the curriculum, assessment/examination requirements, and
university admissions processes – play powerful roles in preserving the
status quo.

Beyond this, it seems likely that there will be an ongoing need for teachers
who can monitor and oversee student learning, intervening as necessary to
teach and explain. By 2040, teachers are likely to be making greater use of
technologies to establish where individuals are in their learning, diagnose
difficulties and misconceptions, assign well-targeted learning activities, and
monitor long-term student progress. They will also continue to play an
essential role in supporting student wellbeing and promoting their social
and emotional health. 

So, will schooling be different for children born this year, and if so, how?
Here are 3 suggestions for how learning at school might evolve.

More flexible learning

A safe prediction is that technology will play a growing role in learning at
school, leading to more flexibility in what, when, and where individuals
learn.

Today, most school curricula are designed with the intention that students
in the same year level will be taught the same content at the same time for
the same amount of time. All students are assessed and graded on how
much of that content they can demonstrate before moving together to the
next body of content where they make a fresh start, and the process is
repeated. This is sometimes referred to as an ‘assembly line’ model of
schooling and considered an efficient and fair way to teach entire age
cohorts.

However, in most if not all countries, this model and its assumption that
students are more or less equally ready for the same year-level curriculum
are not consistent with data on student learning. For example, in reading
and mathematics, the most advanced students in any year level are
commonly 5 to 6 years ahead of the least advanced students. And because
students move from one curriculum to the next based on elapsed time
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rather than demonstrated mastery, some lack prerequisites for new learning
and fall further behind as each year’s curriculum becomes increasingly
beyond their reach. As a result, many students lack basic reading skills that
should have been mastered years earlier, and many 15-year-olds lack
mathematics knowledge expected of 11- and 12-year-olds.

By 2040, the deeper integration of digital technologies into schools should
enable more flexible forms of learning. Teachers will use new technologies
to better diagnose where individuals are in their long-term progress and to
target teaching on individual needs. Rather than expecting some students
to learn what they are not yet ready to learn, and some others to learn what
they already know, the aim will be to optimise every student's learning
through well-targeted, personal stretch challenges. If teachers set tasks that
are too easy for students (or, at the other end of the scale, beyond what they
are currently ready for) learning is unlikely to occur. Lev Vygotsky argued
that we can maximise the probability of successful learning by providing
challenges just beyond an individual’s comfort zone – in their ‘zone of
proximal development’. Such challenges stretch and extend students to the
point of making mistakes, from which they can learn.

More fundamentally, in 2040 there is likely to be a changed attitude to time.
Rather than expecting all students to learn in lockstep, students who
require more time will have it; students ready to advance to more
challenging material will be able to. The current practice of holding time
constant and allowing student success to vary is likely to become less
common than holding standards constant and allowing individuals the time
they require to reach them.

This will have significant implications for the design of the curriculum.
Instead of consisting of discrete bodies of content that all students are
taught at the same time for the same amount of time, future curricula are
likely to define learning pathways –maps of increasingly sophisticated
knowledge, deeper conceptual understanding, and growing skills in an area
of learning. 
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These will give teachers and students frames of reference for collaboratively
establishing where individuals are in their long-term progress, identifying
best next steps for teaching and learning, setting challenging but realistic
learning goals, and monitoring individual growth over time – all with the
assistance of digital technologies. By 2040, rather than expecting all
students to be at the same point in their learning at the same time, curricula
are likely to be designed to maximise every student's ongoing growth.

Broader learning priorities

Another relatively safe prediction is that, by 2040, schools will be fostering
deeper and more holistic learning. With the store of human knowledge
increasingly accessible to everybody on the planet; machines handling
most routines; and digital technologies performing sophisticated analyses,
learning continuously, and creating novel solutions, schools will give
growing priority to what it takes to be distinctively human.

Today, many school curricula are designed primarily to pass on bodies of
factual and procedural knowledge. In some countries, teachers complain
that required curricula are overcrowded with such content, resulting in time
pressure and limiting opportunities to teach in depth. Tests and
examinations often reinforce this emphasis on content coverage, rote
learning, and reproduction.

Although factual and procedural knowledge are vital to every area of
learning, there is growing recognition that, as important as what students
know, is what they can do with what they know. The ability to transfer and
apply knowledge to complex problems and unfamiliar contexts usually
depends on a sound grasp of underlying disciplinary concepts and
principles. These deeper understandings enable students to organise and
use their factual knowledge.

The application of knowledge also depends on skills in knowledge
application, including skills in critical and creative thinking, using
technologies, problem solving, and collaborating with others. The
development of these skills calls for a more holistic approach to teaching

2/13/25, 12:01 PM Will schools of the future be different?

https://www.teachermagazine.com/au_en/articles/will-schools-of-the-future-be-different 4/6

179



and learning – one that sees competence emerging from the integration of
subject knowledge, conceptual understanding, skills, and personal
attributes such as persistence and resilience.

By 2040, school curricula are likely to be less dominated by facts and
routines to be memorised, and more focused on promoting students'
abilities to think about and apply what they learn. Earlier dichotomies
between knowledge and skills, theory and practice, and academic and
vocational learning will give way to more integrated understandings of what
it means to be proficient in an area of learning. In schools of the future,
higher levels of attainment will be defined not only as more knowledge, but
as deeper conceptual understanding and more expert use of knowledge.

A greater focus on continuity

It is also likely that, by 2040, curriculum and assessment processes will
better reflect the ongoing, cumulative nature of learning and so better
support the continuity of individuals' learning.

Today, educational structures often undermine continuity. For example,
formal learning is divided into stages (early childhood, primary, secondary,
tertiary) with learning environments, pedagogies, and educational
philosophies often differing from one stage to the next. Transitions between
stages create disjunctions in learning and setbacks for some learners – the
result of artificial divisions of an ideally continuous process.

Fixed, time-based transitions are also inconsistent with observed variability
in students' progress and readiness. For example, children in age groups on
both sides of the preschool-school transition have widely varying (and
overlapping) levels of social, cognitive, emotional, and language
development. 

Despite this, it is common to assume all children are ready to begin the
same school curriculum at the same time. Similarly, the requirement that
students move from one year's curriculum to the next at the same time,
regardless of their readiness, can leave unaddressed gaps and missing
prerequisite knowledge that work against continuous, cumulative learning.
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View comments

And common approaches to assessing and reporting learning do not reflect
or promote an understanding of learning as progressive and ongoing. For
example, students who receive the same letter grade year after year are
given little sense of the continuity of learning, where they are in their long-
term growth, or what absolute progress they are making.

By 2040, we might expect some progress in addressing these issues. This
progress will include reduced differences and smoother transitions between
educational stages, and curriculum, assessment, and reporting processes
more reflective of the lifelong nature of learning. 

School structures and processes will increasingly be designed from an
understanding that every student is on a long-term path of learning; that
students of the same age and year level can be at very different points in
their progress; and that every student is capable of excellent further
progress with well-targeted teaching and learning opportunities.

This Teacher column is based on an article originally published on World-
Class Learning Systems (https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fworldclasslearningsystems.com%2Fschools-in-
2040-will-they-be-
different%2F&data=05%7C02%7CRebecca.Vukovic%40acer.org%7C17eea
2e5d90a43afcc9308dd3f1457ab%7Cac0e071d14454a5f98fadfffee2d451a
%7C0%7C0%7C638736078936826255%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8ey
JFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOI
joiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9DGgE8OconIa
BCvXsG9wW1NGic1npiVeioNo9YLocu0%3D&reserved=0).
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School Education Director V. Vijay Rama Raju called for collective efforts to shape Andhra

Pradesh’s education system into a model for the entire nation.

Speaking after inaugurating a two-day awareness conference for district-level Samagra

Shiksha Additional Project Coordinators (APCs) and sectoral officers on Tuesday, organised

by Samagra Shiksha, Mr. Rama Raju said strengthening of the education system would be

possible only when officials and staff work together in unison.

“Funds allocated for various programmes should be utilised properly and in a timely manner,

keeping the students’ future in mind. There is a need for well-structured lesson plans for

classroom teaching. There is no dearth of talented students in the State, and with the right

support, they can go on to achieve remarkable results,” he said.

Mr. Rama Raju said that teachers’ seniority lists were being prepared and would be displayed

in three phases. He said promotions would be given in a transparent manner in online mode

after objections are addressed, if any.

State Project Director of Samagra Shiksha B. Srinivasa Rao underscored the importance of

developing students’ learning outcomes from the foundational stage. He urged the APCs to

cultivate leadership qualities and focus on implementing educational programmes

effectively.

Andhra Pradesh’s education system
should become a model for the
nation, says School Education
Director
There is no dearth of talented students in the State, and with the right support,
they can go on to achieve remarkable results, he says
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The newly-appointed APCs were briefed on various initiatives such as Kasturba Gandhi

Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs), Bhavita Centers, Midday Meal Scheme, Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan

Vidyarthi Mitra and self-defence programmes for girls. Discussions were also held on

common challenges faced at the district-level and their possible solutions.

Referring to the one lakh girl students in KGBVs in the State, he said the officials should

treat them like their own children and ensure their health, safety, and access to quality

education, thereby becoming their support system.

The event was attended by the State Institute of Educational Management and

Training (SIEMAT) Director V.N. Mastanayya, Samagra Shiksha Assistant State Project

Directors M.R. Prasanna Kumar and K. Ravindranath Reddy, and KGBV Secretary D.

Devananda Reddy.
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Govt to take NGOs’ help to improve school education
Telangana

Mrittika Banerjee
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Motivational session with Class X students & staff of ZPHS, Bahadurguda, Saroornagar(M), conducted by Smt. Yogita
Rana, IAS, Secretary to Edu., Govt. of Telangana, and Sri E.V. Narsimha Reddy, IAS, Director, School Education, along

with other officials.

NGOs will also get government’s support to expand their reach

Listen 

Hyderabad: The Telangana government has decided to take the help of non-government organisations (NGOs) in
strengthening school education. District collectors will be instructed to engage with NGOs at the local level to utilise
their contributions effectively for improving education standards, said Dr Yogita Rana, secretary of the school education
department.
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Speaking at a consultative meeting with NGOs, she said NGOs working in areas like early childhood education, primary
and secondary schooling, technical education, infrastructure development, career guidance, and teacher training will
now receive state-backed assistance to expand their reach and impact.

Also Read - 4 family members claiming to be gangster Nayeem’s followers threaten woman in
Saidabad

What is the primary focus of the
Telangana government's initiative
mentioned in the article?

Log in

™

Improving healthcare services

Strengthening school education

Enhancing agricultural productivity

Promoting tourism

Advertisement

You may also like

Delhi: This is how AI app can generate you potential
income
(updateblogmerge.com)

She stated that a detailed database of NGOs’ work, operational areas, and expansion plans would be created to facilitate
targeted assistance. The department is also considering the establishment of an NGO Connect Platform to streamline
collaboration and communication.

School Education director E.V. Narasimha Reddy pointed out that private schools have not consistently achieved better
results in assessments like ASER or SSC rankings. He also noted the success of students from Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalayas (KGBVs), who have demonstrated strong academic performance.

Also Read - Women shoulder the burden of family planning in Telangana

One of the major concerns raised was the lack of parental involvement in children's education. Many parents,
particularly in government schools, do not engage with children as they do not directly bear educational expenses.
Narasimha Reddy asked teachers to take a more personal approach by treating students with the same level of care and
responsibility as a guardian.

The government has identified five areas where NGOs can play a crucial role, like improving student learning outcomes,
ensuring holistic child development, enhancing school infrastructure including digital facilities, strengthening
governance and administration, and training teachers and school heads.

( Source : Deccan Chronicle )
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Ministry of Education

India’s Higher Education from Tradition to
Transformation
Posted On: 13 FEB 2025 17:19 PM

“Our commitment to quality education is yielding encouraging results. We will continue to support our
educational institutions and provide opportunities for growth and innovation. This will help our youth
greatly.”

~ Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi

Education in India is deeply embedded in its ancient philosophical tradition, where Vidya was seen not merely as
the accumulation of knowledge but as the means for holistic self-empowerment. In the ancient Indian texts, it is
said that “The wealth of knowledge is indeed the supreme among all forms of wealth.” Over the years, India
has strived to nurture and pass on this invaluable wealth of knowledge to its youth. Notably, in the last decade,
India has seen an impressive 318% increase in its representation in global rankings—the highest growth among
the G20 nations. Highlighting the positive leap in Higher Education.

India’s Universities Expansion and Student Flow

On 10th February, NITI Aayog released the report ‘Expanding Quality Higher Education through States and
State Public Universities’. This report focuses on State Public Universities (SPUs), which have been key in
making education more accessible, especially in remote areas. Currently, SPUs serve over 3.25 crore students.
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With the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 aiming to double enrollment by 2035, SPUs will continue to
educate the majority of students.

Evolution and Expansion of Country’s Education System

At the time of India’s independence in 1947, the country’s education system was fraught with challenges. India
had only 17 universities and 636 colleges serving about 2.38 lakh students. The literacy rate was alarmingly low
at 14%. Now, we have 495 State Public Universities and their more than 46,000 affiliated institutions that
truly play a crucial role. These universities account for 81% of total student enrollment, making higher education
accessible across India.

Rise of India's Higher Education Ecosystem

Since the establishment of the earliest universities in Calcutta, Bombay and Madras in 1857, India’s higher
education ecosystem has expanded significantly. In 1950-51, the country had just 30 universities and 578
colleges. However, according to the AISHE Report 2021-2022, the landscape has transformed, with 1,168
universities, 45,473 colleges and 12,002 stand-alone institutions now in existence. Over the last two decades the
number of colleges alone has more

than quadrupled, highlighting a remarkable growth in the sector.
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Significant Growth in GER
Between 1950-51 and 2021-22, India's Gross Enrollment Ratio (GER) grew by a remarkable 71 times
showcasing significant progress in increasing student enrollments over the decades. The GER figures reflect
this growth, with 0.4 in 1950-51 and reaching 28.4 in 2021-22. This impressive progress aligns with the goals
set by the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which aims to achieve a GER of 50% by 2035.

Have a look to enrollment trends across categories:

State Public Universities (SPUs) enrollment: Increased from 2.34 crore students in 2011-12 to 3.24 crore
students in 2021-22.
Enrollment of Students from SEDGs (Socially and Economically Disadvantaged Groups) (2011-2022):
Enrollment among OBCs increased by 80.9%, SC enrollment grew by 76.3%. In 2011-12, 15% of the eligible
SC students (aged 18-23 years) were enrolled in HEIs across India which increased to nearly 26% by 2021-22.
ST enrolment also doubled, rising by 106.8%, with the percentage of eligible ST students in higher education
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increasing from 11 to 21% over the decade, while Muslim minority enrollment increased by 60.6% and other
minority enrollment rose by 53.2%.
PwD Enrollment in SPUs: Increased from 52,894 students in 2011-12 to 53,921 students in 2016-17 (2%
growth) and further to 56,379 students in 2021-22 (4.6% growth from 2016-17 and 6.6% growth from 2011-12).
State Public Universities (Teaching departments and Constituent Units/Off-campus Centres) maintain the
largest share of enrolments, growing from 24.5 lakhs in 2011-12 to nearly 29.8 lakhs in 2021 22, marking a
decadal increase of 21.8%.
State Private Universities (Teaching departments and Constituent Units/ Off-campus Centres) experienced
the most significant growth, with enrolments soaring from 2.7 lakhs in 2011-12 to 16.2 lakhs in 2021-22 — an
astonishing 497% increase.
Central Universities (Teaching departments and Constituent Units/Off-campus Centres) saw a moderate
growth of 26.4% over the decade, rising from 5.55 lakhs in 2011-12 to 7.01 lakhs in 2021-22.

The national GPI (Gender Parity Index) for 2021-22 was 1.01 compared to 0.87 in 2011-12, indicating a 16%
increase towards gender equality over a decade.

 

Teachers Across Academic Positions at All-India Level

India has approximately 16 lakh teachers in HEIs, with the majority (68%) being Lecturers/Assistant Professors.
Readers/Associate Professors represent around 10% of the total faculty, followed by Professors & equivalent at
9.5%, Demonstrators/Tutors at 6%, Temporary Teachers at 5.7%, and Visiting Teachers at 0.8%. The number of
Professors has marginally increased over the years.

India’s Global Research Contribution

India’s contribution to global research publications has also seen a significant rise, increasing from 3.5% in 2017
to 5.2% in 2024. This growth is reflected in the NIRF 2024 rankings, where the Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) lead in research output, contributing over 24% of total publications through 16 institutions. Private
Deemed Universities closely follow, accounting for about 23.5% of the total publications with 22 institutions
showing improvement in their research output.

India also made a strong investment in its higher education sector, dedicating 1.57% of its Gross Domestic
Product (GDP) to tertiary education in 2021, surpassing many European nations and coming close to the US and
the UK. This continued investment supports the expansion and strengthening of India’s education ecosystem,
ensuring progress in both research and access to quality education.
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Conclusion

India’s higher education sector has seen impressive growth, with significant increases in enrollment, expanded
State Public Universities (SPUs), and improved representation of disadvantaged groups. The country has made
strides in gender parity, faculty development, and global research contributions. With the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, India aims for a GER of 50% by 2035, focusing on further strengthening education
infrastructure, faculty, and research to ensure equitable access to quality education.
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School Education Minister Uday Pratap Singh.

An official said that the

government has constituted a state-level task force committee under the

chairmanship of School Education Minister Uday Pratap Singh.

Along with this, chapter-wise state-level committees have also been

constituted for the New Education Policy.

"Officials, principals and teachers have been given online orientation

training focused on the New Education Policy (NEP) and the

implementation is being regularly reviewed," a government official said.

He said that the provision has been made on the education portal to

provide nutrition to children of pre-primary classes.

"170 master trainers related to early childhood care and education

(ECCE) have been trained," he added.

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav had earlier stated that the New Education

Policy (NEP-2020) is a transformative step toward restoring India's rich

education heritage, which was destroyed during the Macaulay era.

The NEP 2020 was introduced by the Centre as a transformative

Advt
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framework aimed at revamping India's education system, replacing the

NEP of 1986.

The new policy is aimed at making education more inclusive, equitable,

and rooted in India's culture while equipping students with 21st-century

skills.

It outlines a roadmap for universal foundational literacy and numeracy,

holistic curriculum development, multilingual learning, and seamless

integration of vocational and academic pathways.
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Kerala minister R Bindu stated that the government had appointed a five-member committee

headed by economist Prabhat Patnaik to analyse the draft regulations.

Kerala will explore legal options against draft UGC
regulations, says minister
PTI | , Thiruvananthapuram

Story continues below advertisement

Kerala Higher Education Minister R Bindu on Thursday said that the state will explore legal

options available against the draft UGC regulations proposed by the centre.
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Story continues below advertisement

Responding to a question from IUML member Abid Hussain Thangal, she emphasised the need for a united resistance
against the draft regulations. (Photo by Bhushan Koyande/HT Photo)
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Responding to a query raised by CPI(M) leader M V Govindan MLA regarding the draft

University Grants Commission (UGC) regulations-2025 during the Question Hour in the

Assembly, Bindu said that the UGC allocates only meagre funds for the higher education

sector.

She added that the state government would explore the possibility of a legal battle against the

draft regulations for violating Constitutional provisions.

Also Read: Draft UGC norms give universities more power to select faculty, Pradhan to LS

"The Higher Education Department will convene a National Education Convention on

February 20 in Thiruvananthapuram as part of the protest against the draft. Education

ministers from other states will also participate," she said.

Bindu added that the Kerala Assembly had unanimously passed a resolution on January 21

urging the Centre to withdraw the draft UGC regulations-2025 and introduce a revised set of

guidelines only after thorough consultations with state governments and academic experts.

The resolution was then forwarded to the Centre, she said.

Story continues below advertisement
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She further stated that the government had appointed a five-member committee headed by

economist Prabhat Patnaik to analyse the draft regulations. The committee conducted a

preliminary study and submitted its recommendations.

Also Read: UGC scraps CARE list, suggests parametres to universities to choose journals

"Based on this the state government conveyed its protest to the Union government and the

UGC demanding the withdrawal of the draft on February 3," she added.

She alleged that the UGC is currently operating contrary to the objectives for which it was

established.

"The term 'Grants' in the UGC has become meaningless as it has discontinued several

scholarships and fellowships including the Maulana Azad Fellowship Scheme (MANF) for

minority students," she said.
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Responding to a question from IUML member Abid Hussain Thangal, she emphasised the need

for a united resistance against the draft regulations.

Story continues below advertisement

According to her, the draft primarily reflects the ruling party's 'saffronisation' agenda as it

proposes appointments—from Vice Chancellors to assistant professors—without prioritising

academic excellence and experience.

Also Read: UGC bans Rajasthan-based university from enrolling Ph.D students for five years,

issues notice
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DU’s First Batch Under NEP In Critical, Final Lap
Feb 14, 2025, 12.00 AM IST

Printed from

New Delhi: Delhi University's shift to a four-year undergraduate
programme, launched under the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, is now nearing its first critical juncture. The students who
enrolled in this new model in 2022 are about to enter their fourth
year, with the choice to continue into a fourth year or go for a two-
year master's after completing their undergraduate studies. While
the university asserts it is prepared for the transition, there are
growing concerns among both students and faculty members
over infrastructure, curriculum clarity, and resource allocation.

Under the new framework, a student gets a certificate on
completing the first year, a diploma on finishing the second year,

an undergraduate honours degree after three years, and an undergraduate honours degree with research
specialisation on completing four years. In the fourth year, students are expected to take advanced courses in
both their major and minor subjects to earn an undergraduate honours degree. Additionally, students who
achieve 75% or higher in the first six semesters will have the opportunity to engage in undergraduate-level
research and may choose a research stream for their final year.

The unclear academic structure, coupled with ongoing resource challenges, has left many at sea. "We are facing
significant issues with infrastructure, funding, and faculty recruitment, which are only exacerbating the
situation," said Abha Dev Habib, associate professor of physics at Miranda House. "With around 70,000-80,000
third-year students preparing for the fourth year, they must decide whether to pursue a two-year MA or MSc, a
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one-year PG programme, or enter the workforce. However, teachers are unable to provide guidance due to a lack
of information on the curriculum for the seventh and eighth semesters or the one-year PG programme content."

While the one-year PG programme was introduced to offer students more flexibility, many academic experts are
sceptical about its effectiveness. Habib expressed a preference for the traditional three-plus-two model (three
years of undergraduation followed by two years of postgraduation), arguing that the one-year PG programme
could extend students' time without adding substantial value. "They are offering honours degrees after three
years as well. It might create future complications, particularly if the UGC does not recognise them," she
explained. Additionally, with limited resources and funding, the quality of the academic experience for students
who choose to continue their studies could be compromised.

However, university officials like K Ratnabali, DU's dean of academic affairs, said that necessary steps were being
taken for a smooth transition. "Whenever there is a transformation, we have to adapt, and we are training
teachers and building capacity to meet the challenges," she added. Ratnabali further said that the new structure
gave students flexibility in their academic journey and maintained alignment with the National Credit
Framework, which would allow students to reach a level equivalent to a one-year postgraduate programme.

The dean also highlighted the opportunities this flexibility offers for students intending to pursue education
abroad, where a three-year undergraduate degree is not always recognised. "While PG seats are limited and
competition is high, the fourth year will help students reach a level equivalent to a one-year PG. Additionally, this
structure benefits students who wish to study abroad," she said, adding that more clarity will come up in the
academic council meeting in March.

In the one-year PG programme, students are required to publish their research or thesis within the year, all while
managing academic coursework and preparing for semester exams. Habib expressed concerns that this will
place an additional burden on students, potentially leading them to take shortcuts, such as plagiarising, to
complete the course in such a short time.
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Students are still waiting for clarity on the course structure, uncertain about what they will study, who will
supervise their dissertations, and how the additional year will enhance their degrees. "It's unclear how this fourth
year will help students who don't want to pursue studies abroad," one student said.

Another third-year student from a North Campus college said: "When we joined in 2022, we were told there
would be a fourth year, but since then, we haven't received any detailed updates. There were even rumours about
needing a 7.5 CGPA to be eligible, but we only found out that wasn't true through online discussions."

The student added, "I want to pursue the entrepreneurship programme in the fourth year, but we have only a
vague understanding of it. We don't even know the syllabus. When making decisions about our future, we have
no clear information and are forced to go along with it because we don't have any better options. I'm worried I
might waste my time, and I don't have a solid backup plan."

Professor Pankaj Garg, chairman of Indian National Teachers' Congress, said the curriculum for all four years
should have been prepared first and then the four-year programme should have been rolled out. "With no clear
curriculum, students and teachers both get confused. So far, they have approved the syllabus for the seventh and
eighth semesters for only a few departments. Other departments are still clueless," he said.

He added, "NEP is not good for the present batches. It should have been thought out well and implemented
maybe a year later with a full curriculum. The policy was implemented in a hurry to please govt, I suppose. The
syllabus is yet to be framed, and there are a lot of gaps still."

Professor NP Ashley of St Stephen's College said changes are made on the fly. "We were informed about the four-
year plan with an option to leave in the third year, but we still don't have clear details. Extending the programme
by a year means a 33% increase in infrastructure needs. Even with some students leaving, at least a 15% increase
must be accounted for. More teachers are also needed, but no new recruitments have been made," he said.

Ashley highlighted the uncertainty students face: "Third-year students will leave if they want to pursue a two-year
MA. But students who might want to do their master's in the US and those who don't make it to MA might stay
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on. There's been no consultation, and students are wary because they don't know how much longer they will be
in college or what choices to make. Such lack of clarity drains students out."

As the university navigates this critical phase, the uncertainty surrounding the structure and logistics of the four-
year programme underscores the urgent need for improved communication and resources. It remains to be seen
whether the transition will be successful.
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NCTE To Reintroduce 1-Year BEd, MEd Courses From
2026-27

The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) will reintroduce the one-year
B.Ed and M.Ed programs from 2026-27, alongside existing two-year courses. Only
students with a four-year undergraduate or postgraduate degree can apply. These
changes align with NEP 2020 and aim to improve teacher education flexibility and
accessibility

Updated Feb 15, 2025, 14:19 IST

The National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) has decided to bring back the
one-year Bachelor of Education (B.Ed) and Master of Education (M.Ed) programs
after nearly a decade. This change will take effect from the 2026-27 academic
session. Earlier, in 2014, the duration of these programs was extended to two years
to improve the quality of teacher education. However, after reviewing the impact,
NCTE has decided to allow the one-year option again, while still keeping the two-
year program available.

For decades, B.Ed and M.Ed programs were only one year long. But in 2014, new
rules were introduced to make teacher education more professional and rigorous.
The syllabus was expanded, including subjects like yoga education and gender
studies, and internships were made longer. However, this two-year system did not
bring the expected benefits. Many institutions saw low enrollment, and the course
content did not improve as planned. As a result, NCTE has now decided to offer
both options.

Under the new rules, the one-year B.Ed program will only be available to students
who have completed a four-year undergraduate degree or a postgraduate degree.
Students who have completed a three-year undergraduate degree will still have to
take the two-year B.Ed program. The one-year M.Ed program will be full-time, while
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the two-year M.Ed program will be available as a part-time option for working
professionals like teachers and education administrators.

NCTE Chairman Pankaj Arora explained that these changes are in line with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. The NEP introduced the National Higher
Education Qualifications Framework, which allows for a one-year master’s degree at
level 6.5. This means students who complete a four-year degree plus a one-year
B.Ed will be eligible for this level. The changes aim to provide more flexibility and
encourage more students to pursue teaching careers.

Another major development in teacher education is the Integrated Teacher
Education Program (ITEP). This four-year program, which includes BA B.Ed, B.Sc
B.Ed, and B.Com B.Ed, was introduced in 2023 in 57 institutions. It allows students
who have completed class 12 to directly enter the teaching profession. From 2025-
26, ITEP will become a regular course, and more institutions will be allowed to offer
it. Additionally, four specialized ITEP programs—Yoga, Physical Education, Sanskrit
Education, and Art Education—will be introduced.

NCTE is still reviewing some programs, such as the three-year integrated B.Ed-M.Ed
program, and will make a decision in the future. However, with these changes,
students at different stages of education will have multiple pathways to enter the
teaching profession. Whether after class 12, after a three-year degree, or after a
four-year degree, students will have suitable options to become teachers. The goal
is to ensure that India’s teacher education system is flexible, efficient, and aligned
with modern education needs.
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Ministry of Education

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, Yogi Adityanath, and Dr. L.
Murugan inaugurate KTS 3.0

We celebrate the unbroken cultural unity of our nation, reaffirming
our commitment to Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat - Shri Dharmendra

Pradhan

Nearly 1200 delegates from Tamil Nadu will attend 10-day-long
event

Theme of KTS 3.0 is Sage Agasthyar

1st time the participants of KTS 3.0 to experience Mahakumbh and
visit Ram Mandir at Ayodhya

Posted On: 15 FEB 2025 7:24PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan; Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh, Yogi
Adityanath; and Union Minister of State for Ministry of Information and Broadcasting and Ministry of
Parliamentary Affairs, Dr. L. Murugan inaugurated the third edition of the Kashi Tamil Sangamam in
Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh, today.

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi in a message expressed his delight on organisation of the 3rd
Kashi Tamil Sangamam. Being held in the midst of the Mahakumbh at Prayagraj, this occasion has
become even more significant, he said. The Prime Minister also highlighted the abiding connection
between Tamil Nadu and Kashi, between Kaveri and Ganga, that goes back several thousands of
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years. He also mentioned how the heart-warming sentiments and experiences of the people during the
previous two Sangamams showcased the beauty of India's diverse culture, as well as the strong
connections between people.

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, in his address, quoted a Tamil verse by Pandya King Parakrama Pandiyan:
Neerellam Gangai, Nilamellam Kashi (‘नीरेल्लाम् गंगे, निलमेल्लाम् कासी'), which means all water is as
sacred as the Ganga, and every land in Bharat is as revered as Kashi. He highlighted that Kashi, one
of the world’s oldest living cities and India's cultural capital, stands as a beacon of the civilization’s rich
heritage, while Tamil Nadu, the epitome of Tamil culture, represents the heart of India’s ancient
wisdom and literary glory. He also emphasized how the Tamil people have carried their culture and
traditions across the globe, enriching lives wherever they go.

Expressing his gratitude to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for envisioning the Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam, he noted that the event serves as a bridge connecting the sublime traditions of North and
South India, reinforcing India’s unity in cultural diversity. The event also celebrates the nation's
unbroken cultural continuity, reaffirming the commitment to Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. He further
stated that cultural unity is the key to India’s national resurgence, and this Sangamam is a crucial step
toward overcoming distances and fostering deeper understanding.

The Minister mentioned that the theme of this edition of KTS was Rishi Agasthyar, a significant link
between Kashi and Tamil Nadu, revered in both spiritual and intellectual traditions and revered in both
spiritual and intellectual traditions.

In his speech, Yogi Adityanath expressed his gratitude to Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi for
organizing the third edition of KTS in Varanasi and warmly welcomed the delegates attending the
event during the Sangamam. He expressed his delight that the Sangamam coincides with the
Mahakumbh, which has already seen participation from nearly 51 crore people and noted that Tamil
delegates would also be part of this grand gathering. He emphasized that the theme represents India's
rich knowledge and traditions, revolving around the 4S—Sant Parampara, Scientists, Social
Reformers, and Students. Yogi Adityanath further highlighted that the theme has been Sage Agastyar
and underscored the profound significance of the Sage in strengthening the confluence of North and
South as well as Sanskrit and Tamil.
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While speaking at the event, Dr. L. Murugan highlighted how the Kashi Tamil Sangamam has been
celebrated for the past two years, following Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi’s vision of Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat. He mentioned that just as Tamils wish to visit Kashi, people from Kashi aspire to
visit Rameswaram, emphasizing that this cultural connection has existed since ancient times. Dr.
Murugan also stated that the relationship between Kashi and Tamil Nadu spans over 5,000 years, with
references found in ancient texts such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata, as well as in Sangam
literature like Kurunji Thinai, Ettuthogai, and Kalithogai. He expressed his gratitude to the Prime
Minister for promoting the greatness of the Tamil language and Thirukkural across the world.
Additionally, he informed that efforts are underway to establish Thiruvalluvar cultural centres.

The objective of the Kashi Tamil Sangamam is to rediscover, reaffirm, and celebrate the age-old links
between Tamil Nadu and Kashi—two of the country's most important and ancient seats of learning.
The central theme of this edition of KTS is Maharishi Agasthyar. During the event the delegates will
also visit Mahakumbh and Shri Ayodhya Dham. The event will offer a divine experience and bring
Tamil Nadu and Kashi more closer.

This year, the government has decided to bring around 1000 delegates from Tamil Nadu under five
categories/groups: (i) Students, Teachers, and Writers; (ii) Farmers and Artisans (Vishwakarma
Categories); (iii) Professionals and Small Entrepreneurs; (iv) Women (SHG, Mudra Loan beneficiaries,
DBHPS Pracharaks); and (v) Start-up, Innovation, Edu-Tech, Research. This year, an additional group
of around 200 students of Tamil origin studying in various CUs will be a part of this event to enliven the   
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bond between Kashi and Tamil Nadu. Participation of youth in all categories will be encouraged this
year. The duration of the tour will be 8 Days (4 for travel, 4 at site). The first batch arrived today and
attended the event. The last group will return to Tamil Nadu on 26th February 2025.

An exhibition on the different facets of Sage Agasthyar and his contributions to world of Health,
Philosophy, Science, Linguistics, Literature, Polity, Culture, Art, particularly to Tamil and Tamil Nadu,
etc. and seminars, workshops, book release, etc. will be organised at Kashi during KTS 3.0.

Kashi Tamil Sangamam is being organized by the Ministry of Education, Govt. of India in collaboration
with other ministries including Culture, Textiles, Railways, Tourism, Food Processing, I&B etc. and the
Govt. of UP. The programme aims to provide an opportunity for scholars, students, philosophers,
traders, artisans, artists and people from other walks of life from the two regions to come together,
share their knowledge, culture and best practices and learn from each other’s experience. It also aims
to make the youth aware and experience cultural oneness. The endeavour is in sync with NEP 2020’s
emphasis on integrating the wealth of Indian Knowledge Systems with modern systems of knowledge.
IIT Madras and BHU are the two implementing agencies for the programme.

KTS 2.0 was inaugurated by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at Varanasi on 17th December, 2023,
with the first-ever real-time, app-based translation of a part of the Prime Minister’s speech in Tamil for
the benefit of visiting Tamil delegates.

Shri Ravindra Jaiswal and Dr. Dayashankar Mishra "Dayalu, Ministers of State (Independent Charge),
Govt. of Uttar Pradesh; Dr. Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Department of Higher Education; Shri Chamu
Krishna Shastry, Chairman, Bhartiya Bhasha Samiti; Prof. Sanjay Kumar, Acting Vice Chancellor,
Benaras Hindu University; Prof. V. Kamakoti; IIT Madras; Director Indian Institute of Technology
(BHU), Prof. Amit Patra, and other dignitaries and officials were also present at the event today.

*****
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A report released by the Union Ministry of Education (MoE) in August 2024

showed that a higher number of students from state school boards failed

class 10 and 12 exams than those enrolled in central school boards. (PTI)

School education boards from 27 states have

completed training for setting ‘competency-

based’ question paper templates — a new

format for setting question papers for classes 10

and 12, which is likely to be introduced from the

2026-27 academic session.

PARAKH, the national assessment centre under

the National Council of Educational Research

and Training (NCERT), has been holding

workshops over the last year on ‘Setting

Balanced Question Paper for Promoting

Equivalence in School State Boards’.

School education boards across 27 states have completed

training for setting papers according to the new templates
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A report released by the Union Ministry of

Education (MoE) in August 2024 showed that

a higher number of students from state school

boards failed class 10 and 12 exams than those

enrolled in central school boards.

These include Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan,

Madhya Pradesh (MP), Chhattisgarh, Punjab,

Haryana, Delhi, Uttarakhand, Jammu and

Kashmir (J&K), Uttar Pradesh (UP), Gujarat,

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu,

Telangana, Odisha, West Bengal, Assam, Goa,

Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya, Nagaland,

Tripura, Sikkim and Andhra Pradesh. In addition

to state boards, training was also conducted for

the Central Board for Secondary Education

(CBSE), which has over 27,000 schools affiliated

with it across the country, including Kendriya

Vidyalayas, Navodaya Vidyalays and private

schools.

Training is on for other states.
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A teacher from Haryana, who has been part of

the equivalence discussions but did not wish to

be named, said: “State boards do lag in results,

especially in board exams. We must experiment

with a different approach to designing the

question papers to see if it can actually make a

difference."

PARAKH (Performance Assessment, Review and

Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic

Development), a constituent unit of NCERT, is

tasked with setting standards and guidelines for

student assessment and evaluation for all

recognised school boards in India.

The Centre has been focused on standardising all

school education boards in line with the new

National Education Policy (NEP), 2020.

This assessment system, under the ‘Equivalence

of School Board’ initiative, is in line with the

NEP, which envisages a competency-based

education model.

The list includes several opposition-ruled states

as well, which have been largely critical of NEP.

Some of these states, including Karnataka and

Tamil Nadu, have been in the process of

formulating their own state education policies

for both school and higher education.

Education is a subject in the concurrent list and

hence, states are not bound to follow the Union

government directives.
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However, officials at the national assessment

centre said all these “state boards have been in

sync with them on the idea of equivalence".

According to Prof Indrani Bhaduri, CEO,

PARAKH, the series of workshops was intended

to standardise question paper templates and

enhance the capacity of question paper setters

from various boards.

“The workshop trained master trainers in both

the theoretical and practical aspects of question

paper design, actively involving them in the

development process. These trainers are

currently training a cadre of specialised teachers

in their respective states, who will then be

trained in designing quality question paper," she

said.

The workshops, she added, provided a

comprehensive understanding of key aspects of

educational assessment aligned with NEP on

how competency-based education can enhance

traditional assessment methods.

“In-depth discussions were held on question

paper analysis, identifying areas for

improvement in question design. Participants

also explored the differences between

measurement and evaluation, along with the

principles of various evaluation methods,

engaged in practical exercises. The workshop

concluded by outlining how these practices will

be disseminated to other assessment developers

across the states," she said.

In July 2024, PARAKH had come out with the

‘Establishing Equivalence across School Boards’

report, which was then submitted to the

Ministry of Education.
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One of the major recommendations of the report

was that all state school boards develop a cadre

of “professional paper setters" to standardise

assessment in senior classes.

So far, teachers with 8-10 years of experience set

the question papers based on past year’s papers

which, Prof Bhaduri said, is not the right way

since “for a paper to be balanced, it requires

much more understanding, training and

technique".
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emphasises the need for equivalence across

school education boards to enhance assessment

standards and ensure fairness. Restructuring

assessment methodologies is essential to

minimising rote learning and focusing on critical

thinking and the evaluation of core

competencies. Furthermore, such changes will

facilitate student mobility across boards and

schools without disadvantaging them due to

differing assessment systems," the PARAKH CEO

said.
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The chaotic markets of online education may soon see some ground rules being established to
introduce standards and checks and balances, and ensure students are not taken for a ride.

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) will soon put in place norms to regulate the quality of
content in online courses and their delivery platforms, two people aware of the matter said. The
BIS, which works under the department of consumer affairs, is framing the norms in coordina-
tion with the education ministry, they added.
The standards will impact coaching institutes that provide professional course content, experts
who prepare their own training modules using e-courses, private educational institutions, and
even learning apps or edtech companies.
The new standards will establish clear rules to ensure that content creators and institutions
follow quality guidelines. This will help maintain consistency across online educational materi-
als, ensuring students receive reliable and effective learning resources, the people cited above
said on condition of anonymity.
“Online courses have become an integral part of the education system, offering flexibility and
reach that traditional methods often cannot. However, the quality of these courses can vary
significantly, impacting learning outcomes,” the first person cited above said. “This makes it
essential to introduce clear standards to ensure accountability and maintain educational effect-
iveness.”
The second person said that the standards being introduced are meant to improve quality “so
that institutions do not design content based on their profitability interests”.
The person added that this is the right time to ensure accountability in online education.
“There is a huge demand for online courses, and even higher education institutes in India are
focusing on creating online programmes to cater to the growing consumer demand,” this per-
son said.
Queries emailed to the spokespersons of the BIS and the ministries of consumer
affairs and education remained unanswered at the time of publishing.
Experts said such norms are sorely needed. “Poorly designed content and weak delivery plat-
forms can make it harder for students to learn and stay engaged,” said Abhash Kumar, assist-
ant professor of economics at Delhi University. “That’s why clear guidelines are necessary to
maintain quality and effectiveness.”
According to J.S. Rajput, an educationist and former director of the National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training (NCERT), institutions such as the NCERT and the University
Grants Commission, the National Council of Technical Institutions and other central bodies
have been set up to ensure quality education and maintain standards.
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With increasing reliance on digital education, especially in the post-pandemic era, ensuring
well-structured and effective online courses has become a pressing need. India’s e-learning
market is valued at over $10 billion and is projected to reach $28.46 billion by 2029, according
to a report by Arizton Advocacy and Intelligence, a market research firm. However, edtech
experts indicated that the planned standards may not be easy to implement and that the focus
should be on creating opportunities and equipping students with skills.
“The standards the government is proposing will be difficult to implement in coaching and K-
12 education because these institutions exist largely due to the shortage of seats.” said Arjun
Mohan, CEO of EdStart, a startup consulting firm, and former CEO of Byju’s and upGrad. “The
right approach is to diversify education and provide students with more opportunities to pur-
sue professional courses.”
“The focus should be on creating engaging, personalised and credible learning
India’s e-learning market is valued at over $10 billion and is projected to reach $28.46 billion
by 2029
experiences that equip students with real-world skills,” said Aarul Malaviya, founder of Zamit,
an AI-driven edtech platform. As per Mohan, while the government’s thinking is in the right
direction, the issue is that coaching centres follow the standard syllabus, and the question
papers are of very high difficulty.
“The intense competition and the supply-demand gap make every question crucial, and miss-
ing even a few can cost aspirants their seats,” he said.
For an extended version of the story, go to livemint.com.

2/17/25, 9:53 AM BIS to set norms for e-courses, enhance quality
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Centre blocking funds to force Tamil Nadu to push PM schools
in state: Minister

Tamil Nadu Education Minister Anbil Mahesh accused the Centre of delaying Samagra Shiksha

Abhiyan funds to pressure the state into adopting PM Schools for Rising India scheme, equating

it to accepting NEP and the three-language policy.

ADVERTISEMENT

Listen to Story Share

Home Live TV Personalise Channel Menu

ADVERTISEMENT

2/17/25, 9:39 AM Centre using Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan funds to blackmail Tamil Nadu into joining PM SHRI, says Minister Anbil Mahesh - Ta…

https://www.indiatoday.in/india/tamil-nadu/story/tamil-nadu-education-minister-says-centre-withholding-samagra-shiksha-abhiyan-ssa-funds-for-p… 1/7

228

https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.aajtak.in/
https://www.gnttv.com/
https://www.thelallantop.com/
https://www.businesstoday.in/
https://bangla.aajtak.in/
https://malayalam.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatodayne.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine
https://www.indiatoday.in/livetv
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/india
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/tamil-nadu
https://www.indiatoday.in/elections/assembly/delhi
https://imptrack.intoday.in/click_tracker.php?domain=IT&clientCode=501795&k=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.in%2Fstores%2Fpage%2FC5131FD2-BF36-4B63-80EE-B71AD4640904
https://imptrack.intoday.in/click_tracker.php?domain=IT&clientCode=501795&k=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.amazon.in%2Fstores%2Fpage%2FC5131FD2-BF36-4B63-80EE-B71AD4640904
https://imptrack.intoday.in/click_tracker.php?domain=IT&clientCode=501798&k=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jkcement.com%2Fgrey-cement%2F%3Futm_source%3DAajTak_associatelogo%26amp%3Butm_content%3Dhp%2Bros%26amp%3Butm_medium%3Dcpm%26amp%3Butm_adgroup%3D%26amp%3Butm_term%3Dassociatelogo%26amp%3Butm_campaign%3DSB_JKC_AajTak_DelhiElection_5thFeb
https://imptrack.intoday.in/click_tracker.php?domain=IT&clientCode=501798&k=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.jkcement.com%2Fgrey-cement%2F%3Futm_source%3DAajTak_associatelogo%26amp%3Butm_content%3Dhp%2Bros%26amp%3Butm_medium%3Dcpm%26amp%3Butm_adgroup%3D%26amp%3Butm_term%3Dassociatelogo%26amp%3Butm_campaign%3DSB_JKC_AajTak_DelhiElection_5thFeb
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvnjJBbK_EdfDYJ5ikqATNkeArC58XoEN8dXJgihcquBKXVS-tanaKA0K1GMTK3AwFBzlWX--2zFfuMyUL2QPHZMe-xAnIsFA5S6VjeJ2pwkfLLWWWFw5KrnYKdiemRGDUZiqWV6uDOT1bjfD6xuYYx1U9H3lEeWv9pwI3NBeUl_qn-iw9vnmkwqCnE0GXqNS5HxyCkNA563_uGU2fdLz6ERLoViY3uR2xF2OedqoEC9fUSyXZqjdmPojN8cVktRv-qa9FE0ZAFJeYeni8J2LX5_0KIonzEMxulWplOWPQ210LmgDw3rAOPdNi4XR42Npwq1WMLjqK-J8KYMi7khgVHLOViS94D8l4thjSHfiQHfM5i2ZmHQocM6oUuSTQoMIcIRccW-wUE9TRt-ag9A30SSrIjyK28m2ZwrvX7&sai=AMfl-YRZc2zBSw7kOhPoD4m6qpQFzo4wYcmpnNSAkLWQjUEisiribPtZZ1Na0KLd5ThUPYROlVUj_QOm2FdCJuFEcdN6aohgWUj5EMDBJ9gUtCmlbPdvbDqZJ7q44cLRNVtfByqXeMDkZ2uIDM5FNRg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG5w_vKGLEtH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://up.gov.in/&nm=2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsvnjJBbK_EdfDYJ5ikqATNkeArC58XoEN8dXJgihcquBKXVS-tanaKA0K1GMTK3AwFBzlWX--2zFfuMyUL2QPHZMe-xAnIsFA5S6VjeJ2pwkfLLWWWFw5KrnYKdiemRGDUZiqWV6uDOT1bjfD6xuYYx1U9H3lEeWv9pwI3NBeUl_qn-iw9vnmkwqCnE0GXqNS5HxyCkNA563_uGU2fdLz6ERLoViY3uR2xF2OedqoEC9fUSyXZqjdmPojN8cVktRv-qa9FE0ZAFJeYeni8J2LX5_0KIonzEMxulWplOWPQ210LmgDw3rAOPdNi4XR42Npwq1WMLjqK-J8KYMi7khgVHLOViS94D8l4thjSHfiQHfM5i2ZmHQocM6oUuSTQoMIcIRccW-wUE9TRt-ag9A30SSrIjyK28m2ZwrvX7&sai=AMfl-YRZc2zBSw7kOhPoD4m6qpQFzo4wYcmpnNSAkLWQjUEisiribPtZZ1Na0KLd5ThUPYROlVUj_QOm2FdCJuFEcdN6aohgWUj5EMDBJ9gUtCmlbPdvbDqZJ7q44cLRNVtfByqXeMDkZ2uIDM5FNRg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzG5w_vKGLEtH&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://up.gov.in/&nm=2
https://web.whatsapp.com/send?text=Centre%20blocking%20funds%20to%20force%20Tamil%20Nadu%20to%20push%20PM%20schools%20in%20state:%20Minister%20https://www.indiatoday.in/india/tamil-nadu/story/tamil-nadu-education-minister-says-centre-withholding-samagra-shiksha-abhiyan-ssa-funds-for-pm-shri-schools-2680165-2025-02-14?utm_source=washare%26utm_medium=socialicons%26utm_campaign=shareurltracking
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/livetv
https://www.indiatoday.in/foryou
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
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Written By: Afreen Hussain

In Short

Tamil Nadu yet to receive SSA funds, says Minister

Annamalai dismisses Stalin’s claim as ‘blatant lie’

40 lakh students affected by SSA fund delay

Tamil Nadu’s Education Minister, Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi, accused the central

government of using the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) funds as a tool to blackmail

the state into joining the PM Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI) scheme. His remarks

come after Tamil Nadu BJP chief K Annamalai refuted allegations that the Centre had

diverted education funds.

At a recent public meeting, Annamalai claimed that Chief Minister MK Stalin was

misleading the public about the fund allocation. “The Chief Minister has begun to lie and

gone to the next level. Rs 1,598 crore has been allocated to Gujarat for this year, of

which the first instalment of Rs 510 crore has been released. Rs 6,971 crore has been

allocated, of which Rs 340 crore has been released. Tamil Nadu is yet to get the first

instalment of the fund. Isn’t claiming that as other two states have gained but Tamil

Centre using Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan funds to blackmail Tamil Nadu into joining PM SHRI, says Minister Anbil

Mahesh.

Pramod Madhav
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Nadu did not, a blatant lie? We never said that we will not give funds to Tamil Nadu.

Some states have received the first instalment while Kerala, West Bengal, and Tamil

Nadu will get it,” he stated.

ADVERTISEMENT

Speaking exclusively to India Today TV, Education Minister Anbil Mahesh countered

Annamalai’s claims, saying he had provided data showing that 20-25 states had already

received the funds, while Tamil Nadu remained excluded. He questioned why the BJP

leader was calling the Chief Minister a liar despite evidence.

“I gave the Excel sheet showing which states have received the funds. This shows who

is lying. Forty lakh students are dependent on these funds, with 60% coming from the

Centre and 40% from the state under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. Based on this, we

need to spend nearly Rs 500 to 600 crore for students studying under RTE. Apart from

this, for starting robotics classes and other projects, 32,000 people are dependent on

this. The future of 40 lakh students depends on these funds,” he claimed.

The Minister further alleged that the Centre was using the SSA funds to pressure Tamil

Nadu into accepting the PM SHRI scheme. “Suddenly, they are asking us to sign the PM

SHRI agreement just when we were about to receive the funds in 2023. This is a kind of

blackmail. If we accept PM SHRI, it is like accepting the NEP and the three-language

policy,” he stated.

Published By: Afreen

Published On: Feb 14, 2025
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NEWS L ATEST NEWS

Meghalaya mulls school clustering to streamline the
education system

 By Hub Network February 15, 2025  0  924

Representative Photo

Shillong, Feb 15: The Meghalaya government is considering a sweeping restructuring of its school system
by clustering institutions to enhance administrative efficiency and optimize resources. With over 14,500
schools spread across the state, officials believe consolidation will not only eliminate redundancies but also

improve academic outcomes.

A key review meeting chaired by Vijay Mantri, Commissioner and Secretary of the Education Department, on

Friday, placed school consolidation at the forefront of policy discussions. The move aims to address the
fragmented nature of the current system, where multiple sections of the same institution operate as

separate schools due to administrative classifications.

Speaking to the media, Director of School Education & Literacy Swapnil Tembe underscored the
inefficiencies stemming from the existing structure. “In many areas, a single institution functions as four

separate schools—Lower Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary, and Higher Secondary—each assigned a
unique UDISE code because of different funding schemes. In reality, they operate as one school but are

managed as distinct entities,” Tembe explained.

The issue has also drawn the attention of Meghalaya Chief Minister Conrad K. Sangma, who has emphasized
the need for rationalizing school structures to ensure better governance.

According to the 2011 Census, Meghalaya has a population of 29.66 lakh and accommodates 55,160
teachers across 14,582 schools. With 7,783 government schools and 4,172 government-aided institutions,

including ad-hoc and deficit schools, the state has the highest concentration of government schools in the
Northeast.
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“Given our relatively small population, the high number of schools is unsustainable. The National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 advocates for composite schools, which integrate education from pre-primary to Class 12

under one institution. This model will provide continuity for students, reducing disruptions in their learning
journey,” Tembe added.

Currently, students in Meghalaya often change schools multiple times—transitioning from Lower Primary to

Upper Primary, then to Secondary and Higher Secondary—sometimes across considerable distances.

“On average, a student in Meghalaya changes schools four times in their academic journey. This

fragmentation contributes to dropout rates. Clustering schools will create a more stable and nurturing
learning environment,” Tembe noted.

The Education Department has now directed officials to conduct field inspections to identify schools that

can be merged. A detailed report is expected soon, setting the stage for an overhaul of Meghalaya’s
education system.

Read: Govt to appoint administrator to ensure closure of CMJ University operations
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NEW DELHI: The chaotic markets of online education may soon see some ground rules being
established to introduce standards and checks and balances, and ensure students are not taken
for a ride. The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) will soon put in place norms to regulate the
quality of content in online courses and their delivery platforms, two people aware of the mat-
ter said. The BIS, which works under the department of consumer affairs, is framing the norms
in coordination with the education ministry, they added.

The standards will impact coaching institutes that provide professional course content, experts
who prepare their own training modules using e-courses, private educational institutions, and
even learning apps or edtech companies.
The new standards will establish clear rules to ensure that content creators and institutions
follow quality guidelines. This will help maintain consistency across online educational materi-
als, ensuring students receive reliable and effective learning resources, the people cited above
said on condition of anonymity.
“Online courses have become an integral part of the education system, offering flexibility and
reach that traditional methods often cannot. However, the quality of these courses can vary
significantly, impacting learning outcomes,” the first person cited above said. “This makes it
essential to introduce clear standards to ensure accountability and maintain educational effect-
iveness.” The second person said that the standards being introduced are meant to improve
quality “so that institutions do not design content based on their profitability interests”.
The person added that this is the right time to ensure accountability in online education.
“There is a huge demand for online courses, and even higher education institutes in India are
focusing on creating online programmes to cater to the growing consumer demand,” this per-
son said.
Queries emailed to the spokespersons of the BIS and the ministries of consumer affairs and
education remained unanswered at the time of publishing.
Experts said such norms are sorely needed. “Poorly designed content and weak delivery plat-
forms can make it harder for students to learn and stay engaged,” said Abhash Kumar, assist-
ant professor of economics at Delhi University. “That’s why clear guidelines are necessary to
maintain quality and effectiveness.” According to J.S. Rajput, an educationist and former dir-
ector of the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), institutions such
as the NCERT and the University Grants Commission, the National Council of Technical Institu-
tions and other central bodies have been set up to ensure quality education and maintain
standards.
With increasing reliance on digital education, especially in the post-pandemic era, ensuring
well-structured and effective online courses has become a pressing need. India’s e-learning
market is valued at over $10 billion and is projected to reach $28.46 billion by 2029, according
to a report by Arizton Advocacy and Intelligence, a market research firm.

BIS to set standards for online courses

Hindustan Times (Lucknow) · 15 Feb 2025 · Dhirendra Kumar dhirendra.kumar@livemint.com
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan (Photo/ANI)

"New chapter to cultural tradition...": Union
Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
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Varanasi (/topic/varanasi) (Uttar Pradesh) [India], February 15 (ANI):
Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan (/topic/dharmendra-
pradhan) on Saturday said that the Kashi Tamil Sangamam

(/topic/kashi-tamil-sangamam) 3.0 program inaugurated by Uttar
Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath in Varanasi (/topic/varanasi) was
an effort made by Prime Minister Narendra Modi to add a new chapter
to the cultural tradition of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'.

"PM Narendra Modi aims to add a new chapter to the cultural tradition
of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat' through Kashi Tamil Sangamam
(/topic/kashi-tamil-sangamam)... This programme is being conducted
by the Department of Education in collaboration with Banaras Hindu
University and IIT Madras," Pradhan told reporters.

He accompanied CM Yogi at the inauguration ceremony for the event,
where he said that the Kashi Tamil Sangamam (/topic/kashi-tamil-
sangamam) 3.0 was being organised as devotee flock in Prayagraj for
the ongoing Mahakumbh, followed by darshan of Kashi Vishwanath.

"The third edition of Kashi Tamil Sangam is also being organised on the
occasion of ongoing Mahakumbh in Prayagraj and for the first time this
is happening after the construction of the grand temple at the holy
Ram Janmabhoomi," Pradhan said while addressing the gathering at at
Namo Ghat here.

"After 144 years, the Mahakumbh of Prayagraj has brought good fortune
in the lives of all of us," he added.

Speaking to people who came all the way from Tamil Nadu, Pradhan
said, "Prime Minister Narendra Modi had made a special request to
Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and me. He gave us the responsibility of

arranging for darshan (in Kashi) and providing accommodation for the
Kumbh."

"You would be visiting a fortunate place. You are representing the
people of Tamil Nadu. I congratulate you all on behalf of the entire India

and wish you all the best," he added.
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Meanwhile, Adityanath on Saturday extended his greetings to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi after inaugurating Kashi Tamil Sangamam
(/topic/kashi-tamil-sangamam) 3.0, calling it an effort to realise the

vision of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'.

"I am grateful to Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Under his leadership,
Kashi Tamil Sangamam (/topic/kashi-tamil-sangamam) is inaugurated
for the third consecutive time on the holy land of Vishwanath. For us,

this is a part of our efforts to carry forward Prime Minister Modi's vision
of 'Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat'. This event is important because the
world's largest spiritual and cultural event, Mahakumbh, is going on in
Prayagraj," Adityanath said while addressing the gathering at Namo
Ghat.

He highlighted that over 51 crore devotees have taken a dip in the
Triveni Sangam (the confluence of Ganga, Yamuna, and the mythical
Saraswati), demonstrating unity beyond caste and regional differences.

Referring to the Mahakumbh in Prayagraj, Adityanath said that no other

event in the world has matched its scale. He emphasised the
opportunity to connect Kashi Tamil Sangamam (/topic/kashi-tamil-
sangamam) with this grand spiritual gathering.

Earlier today, the Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister surveyed Varanasi
(/topic/varanasi)'s ghats ahead of the inauguration of Kashi Tamil

Sangamam (/topic/kashi-tamil-sangamam) 3.0. Devotees continue to
arrive in large numbers after their visit to Prayagraj, and the survey will
continue until February 24.

He also offered prayers at Kashi Vishwanath temple in Varanasi
(/topic/varanasi). (ANI)
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Tamil Nadu

Until Tamil Nadu accepts NEP, funds will be withheld:
Union Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan
He was speaking to reporters at the inauguration of the Kashi Tamil Sangamam in
Varanasi.

Union Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan (File photo)

Express News Service

Updated on: 16 Feb 2025, 9:57 am 2 min read
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CHENNAI: Union Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan on Saturday
categorically said that funds under the Samagra Shiksha scheme will not be
released for Tamil Nadu unless the state government accepts the National
Education Policy (NEP), 2020, in its entirety.

Pradhan accused the DMK government of acting out of political motivations and
questioned why TN alone is resisting the policy when the rest of the country has
implemented it. He was speaking to reporters at the inauguration of the Kashi Tamil
Sangamam in Varanasi.

Pradhan claimed the TN government had initially agreed to the centre’s conditions
but later withdrew. Claiming the non-release of funds was the state’s fault, he said,
“They are politically motivated and not acting for the welfare of the people of TN.”
Saying the state must adhere to constitutional norms, he said, “They cannot think
they are above the constitution. They must accept the NEP in letter and spirit.”

On a question that pointed out the NEP includes implementation of the three-
language policy, Pradhan asked if TN was against Tamil as the NEP emphasises
that local language is the primary medium of instruction.

Anbil: Centre should not play politics in education

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said union government schools in TN already
follow a three-language system. “If a student wants to learn Tamil, English and
Kannada, what is wrong with that?” he asked.

Asked if the funds would be withheld indefinitely, he said it is based on the rule of
law. He asked why the TN government wouldn’t follow the established framework of
governance, and charged that “they are divisive people”.

Responding to the union minister’s remarks, TN School Education Minister Anbil
Mahesh Poyyamozhi told reporters at Tiruchy airport that the union government
should not play politics in matters related to education and demanded that the
pending SS funds of Rs 2,158 crore be released immediately.

“Over 40 lakh students and 32,000 teachers depend on these funds, and withholding
them directly affects their future. TN is spending Rs 76 crore each month and Rs
920 crore per year on teacher salaries from its own resources. Additionally, the state
has to allocate Rs 400 crore annually for the Right to Education (RTE) scheme, a
burden that is increasing due to the lack of central support,” he said.
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Pointing out, as TNIE reported recently, that a result of withholding of funds has
been the stalling of self-defense training for all government schoolgirls, he
questioned the union government insistence on the implementation of the three-
language policy in TN when the state’s two-language policy has been followed for
decades without any negative impact.

“They are merely paving the path for another language war,” he said. Asked if the
state would turn to the courts, he said Chief Minister MK Stalin would be consulted
to decide whether to approach the courts for the release of funds.

Earlier, he posted on X, quoting former CM and DMK founder CN Annadurai’s words:
“We are asking for rights, not a favour.

We ask for what is lost, not a loan. We are asking for what was snatched from us,
not alms.” As long as those in the north fail to understand this, it is impossible to
suppress their arrogance, he added.

Follow The New Indian Express channel on WhatsApp 
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TN to conduct education assessment survey amid
criticism from State Governor
IANS | Feb 16, 2025, 10.58 AM IST

Printed from

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu School Education Department is set to
launch an education assessment survey to evaluate the standard
of education in the state.
This decision follows criticism from Governor R. N. Ravi and Tamil
Nadu BJP President K. Annamalai, who claimed that the state
lags behind Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, citing data from the Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER).

Speaking at a recent event, Governor Ravi criticised the state's
education system, stating that 75 per cent of high school students
in government schools struggle to recognise two-digit numbers
and 40 per cent are unable to read a Class II textbook.
He further alleged that students were being promoted without

proper academic evaluation, which, according to him, posed a significant threat to the state and the country.
The Governor also attributed the poor learning levels of 60 per cent of students to inadequate teaching.
In response, Tamil Nadu's School Education Minister, Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi, announced that the assessment
survey will be conducted among ten lakh students.

He also questioned the credibility of the ASER survey, conducted by the Pratham Foundation in association with
District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs).
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He pointed out that ASER is a household survey that does not assess students in schools and is conducted by 25
lesser-known organisations in the state.

Meanwhile, representatives of the Pratham Foundation in Tamil Nadu clarified that they had worked with DIETs
to survey 12 districts in 2018. They also mentioned plans to engage B.Ed students as volunteers for future surveys.
These volunteers will undergo training before the survey is conducted to ensure the accuracy of the results.

The minister also highlighted the impact of the non-release of funds under the Samagra Shiksha (SS) scheme,
which he said has affected 40 lakh students in Tamil Nadu.

He noted that while the scheme has been in place since 2018, the Union government has recently linked it with
the PM-SHRI initiative, causing disruptions.

A committee set up by the state's School Education Department to review the PM-SHRI scheme found that it
introduces a three-language policy, which contradicts Tamil Nadu's existing language policy. The state
government has raised concerns over this move, emphasising its commitment to protecting the state's
education system and linguistic policies.
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Stalin condemns Dharmendra Pradhan for his
alleged NEP, 3-language policy rider for funds
PTI | Feb 16, 2025, 10.08 PM IST

Printed from

CHENNAI: Chief Minister M K Stalin on Sunday accused Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan of
"blackmail" for allegedly taking a stand that Tamil Nadu would not be provided funds till such time it accepted
the National Education Policy (NEP) and the three language formula. Tagging a video clip of Pradhan speaking to
reporters in Varanasi on February 15, Stalin, in a post on 'X' quoted Pradhan as saying that Tamil Nadu has to
come to the terms of the Indian Constitution and that the three language policy is the rule of law.
Accusing Pradhan of "blackmail" for his alleged stand that Tamil Nadu would not be provided education related
funds by the Centre till such time the state accepted the three language policy, the chief minister termed it as
unacceptable, and Tamil people would not tolerate it.

The state sought its due from the Centre, which is its right, and if the Central minister spoke arrogantly as if the
state claimed his personal wealth, then, in that case, Delhi would have to witness the trait of the Tamil people, the
CM said.
Further, Stalin wanted Pradhan to specify the constitutional provision that made mandatory the three language
policy of English, the respective regional language and Hindi.

States constitute the Indian union and education is on the concurrent list of the Constitution and hence, the
union government cannot claim it to be their exclusive domain, the CM added.
Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin and allies of the ruling DMK, including the Congress, Left parties and VCK
condemned Pradhan.

Principal opposition AIADMK asserted that it is committed to the two language policy, and said whether the
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party is in power or not, it would never waver from its avowed policy.

AIADMK general secretary and Leader of Opposition, Edappadi K Palaniswami, addressing a public meeting held
by his party in Vellore, said that the Centre's insistence on implementation of NEP and three language norm for
release of education funds to the state was not correct.

Palaniswami asserted that Tamil Nadu would only follow the two language policy of Tamil and English. The
AIADMK is committed to that policy and there shall be no change in that stand, he emphasised.

The former chief minister asked the ruling DMK to fight for pending MGNREGA funds in the Parliament as
people have elected 39 MPs belonging to the DMK and its allies. Also, he urged the Centre to release funds due to
the state in order to benefit the people.
TVK chief Vijay alleged that imposition of three language policy is tantamount to usurping the state autonomy.

School Education Minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi said he met Udhayanidhi and discussed the next course of
action since the Centre has been betraying Tamil Nadu by not releasing funds under the integrated scheme for
school education (Samagra Shiksha). Anbil accused the Centre of making efforts to impose Hindi.

Reacting to Stalin, Tamil Nadu BJP president K Annamalai asked why children in state government schools
should not be taught Tamil, English and another Indian language when children or grandchildren of the chief
minister and ministers could be taught three languages in private schools.

Annamalai claimed that in a majority of the private schools run by those belonging to the DMK across the state,
the Central Board of Secondary Education's three language system is followed.

In a social media post, he wanted to know if the chief minister is of the view that only students in private schools
should learn several languages. He wondered why the students of government run schools should be treated in a
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"partial" manner. "Is it fair to impose on Tamil Nadu children, your (DMK) policy of the 1960s, which has no
relevance today?, he asked.

PMK chief Anbumani Ramadoss said Pradhan's insistence on NEP went against federalism and it was
unacceptable and the Centre must not link the NEP with funds for Tamil Nadu. "Since the Central government
has not allotted funds, several schemes related to the safety of girl children in government schools have not been
implemented," Anbumani said, and urged the Centre immediately release funds to the state.

PMK was an ally of the BJP and it fought the 2024 Lok Sabha polls as a constituent of the NDA.

Naam Tamilar Katchi top leader Seeman said people may voluntarily learn any language, including Hindi, out of
their own choice. Opposing Hindi "imposition," Seeman wondered if Hindi-speaking states would come forward
to learn southern languages such as Tamil and Telugu.

Pradhan had alleged "political motivation" as the reason for the DMK regime not agreeing to the NEP. "They have
to accept the NEP in letter and spirit," he said.
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Assam: SCERT to implement no-examination mode
from 2025-26 academic session
In sync with NEP-20 (National Education Policy-2020), the SCERT, Assam, is going to
implement the no-examination system of learning from the academic session 2025-26.

Sentinel Digital Desk

Published on: 16 Feb 2025, 9:31 am
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GUWAHATI: In sync with NEP-20 (National Education Policy-2020), the State Council of
Educational Research and Training (SCERT), Assam, is going to implement the no-
examination system of learning from the academic session 2025-26.

According to SCERT sources, it will introduce this system in Class I and Class II first. Every
subsequent year, the Council will include one more class. In the absence of examinations, the
schools will ascertain the progress of students through competitions and tag their levels of
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progress-basic, progressive, proficient, etc. Asterisk marks against each student will indicate
his or her level of progress.

According to sources, teachers will keep a close watch on the progress of students and
determine their level of progress quarterly. Teachers must find out the weaknesses in
students and their subjects and bring them up to the desired level, the sources said.

 However, the students will have to clear the examinations in classes V and VIII.

According to SCERT sources, teachers will also need training on this system of evaluation
without an examination and credit system.

Also Read: Prepare students for national achievement survey: SCERT to schools

Also Watch: 

SCERT Examination

Top News

Assam DGP Appeals Police Personnel to Share Grievances
via WhatsApp

Sentinel Digital Desk 50 minutes ago
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'What Is Wrong If Students In TN

Learn...,' Says Dharmendra Pradhan

At Hindu College
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Pradhan said there is no imposition of Hindi or English or any other

language (File Photo)

Delhi University’s Hindu College celebrated its

126th Founder’s Day on Monday. While

attending the celebrations as a Chief Guest,

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

said that the institute has managed to maintain

top place in NIRF and other rankings for the past

few years.

“Institutes are not just buildings…the library

built here reminded me of my college days," he

said adding that the college is implementing

NEP 2020.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said Hindu

College has managed to maintain top place in NIRF and

other rankings for the past few years. 
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“47% of our population is between the ages of 0

to 25 years. Our youth needs employment, they

need economic empowerment… we also need job

creators and not just job seekers as mentioned in

NEP. Along with teaching and research, we also

need innovation," he added.
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The minister also spoke on the three-language

policy row. Pradhan said he respects all

languages and said students can also learn

English and other Indian languages apart from

their mother tongue. He further added that there

is no imposition of Hindi or English or any other

language, reported ANI.

TOP VIDEOS

2/18/25, 9:24 AM 'What Is Wrong If Students In TN Learn...,' Says Dharmendra Pradhan At Hindu College

https://www.news18.com/education-career/education-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html 3/16

259

https://twitter.com/dpradhanbjp?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://twitter.com/dpradhanbjp?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://twitter.com/dpradhanbjp?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html&screen_name=dpradhanbjp
https://twitter.com/dpradhanbjp/status/1891377230367834174?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://twitter.com/UnivofDelhi?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://twitter.com/i/broadcasts/1mrGmPpDoONKy?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://twitter.com/dpradhanbjp/status/1891377230367834174?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html&tweet_id=1891377230367834174
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html&in_reply_to=1891377230367834174
https://twitter.com/dpradhanbjp/status/1891377230367834174?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1891377230367834174%7Ctwgr%5E5a61d6d2c6bf3202f5d877e913a0084921a6a68a%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.news18.com%2Feducation-career%2Feducation-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html
https://www.news18.com/movies/karan-johar-says-conviction-not-logic-made-blockbusters-like-rrr-animal-the-audience-surrenders-9230350.html
https://www.news18.com/business/fing-dont-care-jpmorgan-ceo-slams-work-from-home-petition-amid-layoffs-9230312.html


VIEW ALL

“…To create competition among students, to

create a level-playing field, we have to come to a

common platform. NEP is the new aspirational

common platform. I respect all languages. This

NEP, envisioned by PM Modi is giving emphasis

to the mother tongue…Tamil is one of the oldest

languages of our civilisation. But what is wrong

if a student in Tamil Nadu will learn multilingual

aspect in education? It can be Tamil, English and

other Indian languages. There is no imposition of

Hindi or any other language on them. Some

friends in Tamil Nadu are doing politics. But

Govt of India is committed to implementing NEP

and there are certain conditions with NEP…,"

Pradhan told the news agency.

This comes after Chief Minister M K Stalin

claimed that the Education Minister had said

that Tamil Nadu would not be provided funds till

such time it accepted the National Education

Policy (NEP) and the three-language formula.

Calling it “blackmail", Stalin asked Pradhan to

specify the Constitutional provision that made

the three-language policy of English, regional

language, and Hindi mandatory. Stalin called it

unacceptable and said the Tamil people would

not tolerate it.
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Lodha Divino | Matunga| Mumbai | Luxury Apartments|
South Mumbai
Presenting Vero, Ultra Luxurious 2, 3 & 4 BHK Sky Mansions in 
Matunga, ₹3.39 Cr Onwards. Jain Derasar & Upashray on premise…

Get Quote

Eldeco Fairway Reserve | Sponsored

Eldeco Fairway Reserve Gurgaon | 3/4 BHK at ₹3.38 Cr*
Eldeco Fairway Reserve Luxurious 3/4 BHK at ₹3.38 Cr* in Sector 
80, Gurgaon.

Book Now

AMZN.INDN | Sponsored

Amazon CFD: your chance for second income
Earn Second Income [Find out]

Try Now

News Portal | Sponsored

What is the best way to earn $2,700 per week as a
second income?

Learn More

Intuit | Sponsored

Build an AI-driven tech platform.
Engage in boundaryless collaboration and drive innovation with an 
AI-driven platform to connect people to all the money they deserve.

Learn More

Kashish Manor One | Sponsored

Kashish Manor One Sector 111, Dwarka Expressway,
Gurgaon
Kashish Manor One Sector111, Dwarka Expressway, Gurgaon, 2,3,4 
BHK Apartment @₹1.75 Cr*

Learn More

Elevate Reserve | Sponsored

Elevate Your Lifestyle at Elevate Reserve in Gurugram
Learn More

Prestige Group | Sponsored

Book at Prestige Ocean Towers Starting ₹21.39 Cr*
Onwards
Prestige Ocean Towers offers premium 4/5/6 BHK With 
Deck apartments in Mumbai’s iconic Marine Lines. Startin…

Get Quote

Neurogum | Sponsored

Pocket-Friendly Gums & Mints for Quick Energy &
Focus
Skip sugary drinks and endless coffee. Pop pocket-friendly 
Neuro gum for a clean energy and focus boost—anytime, …

Buy Now

2/18/25, 9:24 AM 'What Is Wrong If Students In TN Learn...,' Says Dharmendra Pradhan At Hindu College

https://www.news18.com/education-career/education-minister-pradhan-attends-hindu-colleges-126th-founders-day-9230297.html 5/16

261

https://tracking.trdunicorn-online.com/f3ca3992-34e5-43be-8c9b-5176e6df9184?site=network18media-news18english&site_id=1493676&title=Be+part+of+something+bigger%21+Millions+have+invested%C2%A0+in+Amazon+CFD+%2C+and+you+can+too.&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=44064988&campaign_item_id=4093484897&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fc1f2744c32b62611a3b692a421bc742c.png&ad_id=4093484897&click_id=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDcql8o1oKkqMrs6fScATCslVs&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDcql8o1oKkqMrs6fScATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDcql8o1oKkqMrs6fScATCslVs
https://salesenquiry.com/lodha-divino/?utm_source=Taboola_IN&utm_medium=Google&utm_campaign=Lodha+Divino+Matunga_06_02_2025%28MLA%29&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCbkmoow8WU35L-p-m9ATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCbkmoow8WU35L-p-m9ATCslVs
https://eldecogroup.co.in/eldeco-fairway-reserve/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Google&utm_campaign=Eldeco+15+Feb+2025+&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoo04_-lezlmI2nATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCXkmoo04_-lezlmI2nATCslVs
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%201:
https://tracking.trdunicorn-online.com/976ac641-7556-47f9-97f1-ad19284ac39d?site=network18media-news18english&site_id=1493676&title=Amazon+CFD%3A+your+chance+for+second+income&platform=Desktop&campaign_id=43859128&campaign_item_id=4093680119&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2F9e9614abc255a5d434fd4c5454ee2b00.jpg&ad_id=4093680119&click_id=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDcql8ojZrj8IilxsKiATCslVs&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDcql8ojZrj8IilxsKiATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDcql8ojZrj8IilxsKiATCslVs
https://invertirpros.com/ge_business_en/?affTrack=35206&pubid=Taboola&affTags=Business&euid=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiD_zl4o9cXg9ObgiNeuATCslVs&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiD_zl4o9cXg9ObgiNeuATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiD_zl4o9cXg9ObgiNeuATCslVs
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%202:
https://www.intuit.com/in/careers/software-engineering/?cid=psoc_Nat_clicks_in_mtm_aw_Meghawithimage%7Calltechaudience_Image%7C1200x800_intuit-talent__&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDHi2kohr_2jZCqy7v0ATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDHi2kohr_2jZCqy7v0ATCslVs
https://kashishmanor.com/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=taboola_desktop_ri&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCEwW4oxvPgoKG8rpDVATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCEwW4oxvPgoKG8rpDVATCslVs
https://elevatereserve.co.in/?https://elevatereserve.co.in/?utm_source=Taboola&utm_medium=Taboola&cstm_ppc_placement={Placement}&cstm_ppc_device={Device}&cstm_ppc_campaign=Taboola&cstm_ppc_channel=Taboola#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDMn0wo5vXG2Labr4XbATCslVs
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%203:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-b-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%203:
https://salesenquiry.com/prestige-ocean-towers/?utm_source=Taboola_IN&utm_medium=Google&utm_campaign=Prestige+Ocean+Towers+Mumbai_06_02_2025%28MLA%29&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCbkmoohtrrnNGlq-7wATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiCbkmoohtrrnNGlq-7wATCslVs
https://neurogumindia.com/collections/gums?utm_source=Partnerships&utm_medium=Taboola&utm_campaign=Americasno1_taboola_640x360_Feb25&tblci=GiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDt72solOrBl5Ls_8WoATCslVs#tblciGiCKGV65_dV7jNv4pdK3fSdpM2jVajaWw0nECYsb8zdWOiDt72solOrBl5Ls_8WoATCslVs
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=network18media-news18english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01-a-delta:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%204:
https://www.news18.com/movies/karan-johar-says-conviction-not-logic-made-blockbusters-like-rrr-animal-the-audience-surrenders-9230350.html
https://www.news18.com/business/fing-dont-care-jpmorgan-ceo-slams-work-from-home-petition-amid-layoffs-9230312.html


TN to conduct education assessment survey amid
criticism from State Governor
IANS | Feb 16, 2025, 10.58 AM IST

Printed from

CHENNAI: The Tamil Nadu School Education Department is set to
launch an education assessment survey to evaluate the standard
of education in the state.
This decision follows criticism from Governor R. N. Ravi and Tamil
Nadu BJP President K. Annamalai, who claimed that the state
lags behind Uttar Pradesh and Bihar, citing data from the Annual
Status of Education Report (ASER).

Speaking at a recent event, Governor Ravi criticised the state's
education system, stating that 75 per cent of high school students
in government schools struggle to recognise two-digit numbers
and 40 per cent are unable to read a Class II textbook.
He further alleged that students were being promoted without

proper academic evaluation, which, according to him, posed a significant threat to the state and the country.
The Governor also attributed the poor learning levels of 60 per cent of students to inadequate teaching.
In response, Tamil Nadu's School Education Minister, Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi, announced that the assessment
survey will be conducted among ten lakh students.

He also questioned the credibility of the ASER survey, conducted by the Pratham Foundation in association with
District Institutes of Education and Training (DIETs).
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He pointed out that ASER is a household survey that does not assess students in schools and is conducted by 25
lesser-known organisations in the state.

Meanwhile, representatives of the Pratham Foundation in Tamil Nadu clarified that they had worked with DIETs
to survey 12 districts in 2018. They also mentioned plans to engage B.Ed students as volunteers for future surveys.
These volunteers will undergo training before the survey is conducted to ensure the accuracy of the results.

The minister also highlighted the impact of the non-release of funds under the Samagra Shiksha (SS) scheme,
which he said has affected 40 lakh students in Tamil Nadu.

He noted that while the scheme has been in place since 2018, the Union government has recently linked it with
the PM-SHRI initiative, causing disruptions.

A committee set up by the state's School Education Department to review the PM-SHRI scheme found that it
introduces a three-language policy, which contradicts Tamil Nadu's existing language policy. The state
government has raised concerns over this move, emphasising its commitment to protecting the state's
education system and linguistic policies.
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Experts discuss NEP, role of edu in mother tongue
TNN | Feb 17, 2025, 12.03 AM IST

Printed from

Varanasi: Banaras Hindu University hosted a special academic
session as a part of Kashi Tamil Sangamam 3.0 at its Pt Omkar
Nath Thakur Auditorium on Sunday.

Before taking part in the session, the 205-member delegation
from Tamil Nadu visited the museum galleries at Bharat Kala
Bhawan on the BHU campus and toured IIT-BHU to see the
cutting-edge research facilities, innovation infrastructure, sports
amenities, and state-of-the-art laboratories.

The delegation comprises students from Thanjavur University,
Pondicherry University, and Bharati Das College.

Scholars, teachers, writers, and students gathered to deliberate on key topics such as the National Education
Policy 2020, education in the mother tongue, Sangam literature, and the vision of a developed India.

The session focused on the theme 'Academics for Viksit Bharat.' IIT-BHU's prof RK Mishra highlighted the
importance of education in the mother tongue as highlighted in the National Education Policy 2020 and also
discussed the significant efforts being made in this regard.

Prof Anand Vardhan Sharma spoke about the contributions of Tamil icons like the great poet Subramania Bharati
and former President Dr APJ Abdul Kalam. He highlighted how their work underscores the deep, age-old ties
between North and South India.
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Dr S Arul shared his thoughts on the vision for Viksit Bharat 2047, focusing on economic development, good
governance, and the role of youth in shaping the nation's future. Other speakers highlighted reformative
measures and initiatives introduced by the Uttar Pradesh govt in higher education, such as the establishment of
73 new colleges, 3 new universities, and the creation of the Higher Education Promotion Fund, historical ties
between Kashi and Tamil Nadu, and the life of Sage Agastya.

The delegates from Tamil Nadu also interacted with the speakers. Mr Arun Venkat expressed his gratitude toward
Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the KTS, which, he said, is helping participants experience what they only heard
about before.

Another participant, teacher Bhagyalakshmi from Ambur, remarked, "The vision of ‘Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat'
is becoming a reality through the Kashi Tamil Sangamam."

2/18/25, 9:23 AM Experts discuss NEP, role of edu in mother tongue - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/varanasi/experts-discuss-nep-role-of-edu-in-mother-tongue/articleshowprint/118309097.cms 2/2

265



Feb 17, 2025 08:03 AM IST

Even as the global debate over smartphone usage in schools continue, India is yet to come up

with any specific law on the matter in educational institutions.

As many as 79 education systems globally ban
smartphone usage in schools till end of 2024, as per
UNESCO
PTI | , New Delhi

Story continues below advertisement

At least 79 education systems globally have banned smartphones in schools as many countries

debate their impact on learning and privacy of children.
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Story continues below advertisement

According to the UNESCO's Global Education Monitoring (GEM) team, 60 education systems

(or 30 per cent of the total registered education systems globally) had banned smartphone in

schools by the end of 2023 through special laws or policies. By the end of 2024, 19 more joined

the list, bringing the total to 79 (or 40 per cent).

As per UNESCO, 79 education systems globally have banned smartphones in schools as many countries feel it impacts the
learning and privacy of children. (Representative image/Unsplash)
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Also read: Pariksha Pe Charcha: Vikrant Massey, Bhumi Pednekar enlighten exam warriors

with success tips, share anecdotes from past

India is yet to come up with any specific law or policy on smartphone usage in educational

institutions.

Some bans have become more stringent in the last year. For example, the Zhengzhou city of

China further restricted the use of phones in primary and secondary schools, demanding that

parents provide written consent that a phone was really needed for pedagogical reasons.

Story continues below advertisement

In France, a "digital break" was suggested in lower secondary schools as an add-on to the

already existing phone ban at other education levels.

At the opposite end, Saudi Arabia reversed its ban due to the opposition by disability groups

for medical purposes.
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Also read: IIT GATE 2025 exam ends today, answer key releasing next at gate2025.iitr.ac.in;

here's what candidates should know

"This mapping (of educational systems) did not include all sub-national jurisdictions in federal

countries, although four were assessed in detail. For example, in Australia, two of the nine

territories (New South Wales and South Australia) have introduced bans, while in Spain, all but

three of the 17 autonomous communities (Basque Country, La Rioja, Navarre) have introduced

bans," a senior official of the GEM team told PTI.

Story continues below advertisement

Ad removed. Details

"In the United States, 20 out of its 50 states have regulations now in place, from the Phone-

Free School Act in California to the phone ban for K-12 classrooms in Florida, the ban on

students using portable wireless device in Indiana and another ban in Ohio," the official added.

In some of these new regulations in the United States, however, one approach is to issue

guidelines, but leave it to schools to define the precise policies on usage in class. In Indiana, for

example, school boards have to draft and publicly post specific policies for their schools saying

whether students can access their phones during lunch and what consequences the students

may face for using prohibited devices.

Also read: BSEB Matric exams 2025 begins tomorrow, check entry time and other important

details to remember

Story continues below advertisement
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In addition, sometimes there are exceptions, such as for learners who require learning

accommodations in the Louisiana ban, and for anyone with a health condition that requires

monitoring in Ohio.

Outside of full bans, some countries have also banned the use of specific applications from

education settings because of privacy concerns. Denmark and France have both banned

Google Workspace, while some states in Germany have banned Microsoft products.

Bans also vary by education level. Most countries focus on primary schools, and some, such as

Israel, on kindergartens. Others, such as Turkmenistan, have extended the ban to secondary

school.

"We saw children as young as nine years old requesting smartphones and it was evident that

these children were not emotionally ready to navigate the complexities of these devices and

the digital world," said Rachel Harper, Principal of St Patrick's Primary School, Ireland, who

banned smartphone use in her school.

Story continues below advertisement

In addition to the impact on learning, there are also privacy concerns when specific

applications collect user data unnecessary for these applications to work. As of 2023, only 16

per cent of the countries explicitly guaranteed data privacy in education by law. However, one

analysis found that 89 per cent of 163 education technology products recommended during

the pandemic could survey children.

Further, 39 of 42 governments providing online education during the pandemic fostered uses

that risked or infringed on children’s rights.
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"A review showed that some technology can support some learning in some contexts, but not

when it is overused or inappropriately used. Having a smartphone in class can disrupt learning.

One study which looked at pre-primary through to higher education in 14 countries found that

it distracted students from learning.

Story continues below advertisement

"Even just having a mobile phone nearby with notifications coming through is enough to result

in students losing their attention from the task at hand,” according to GEM report 2023.

"Another study found that it can take students up to 20 minutes to refocus on what they were

learning once distracted. Removing smartphones from schools in Belgium, Spain and the

United Kingdom was found to improve learning outcomes, according to a study cited in the

report, especially for students that were not performing as well as their peers,” it added.
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INDIA

Education ministry forwards ‘fan club’s’ request to NCERT for
publishing books on Amit Shah

Maktoob Staff

 February 18, 2025

The Union government has forwarded a request by a little-known “fan club” of Home
Minister Amit Shah, which seeks the publication of  books on his political journey, to
the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) for consideration.

The petition was submitted by S.K. Shukla, president of the Gorakhpur-based Amit
Shah Youth Brigade, and was relayed to the NCERT last week by the department of
school  education and literacy under the education ministry, The Telegraph reported.

The NCERT is India’s apex body for developing school textbooks and supplementary
reading materials. Officials clarified that the education ministry’s action was a routine
forward, not a directive. 

“The ministry gets so many letters from so many sources. The NCERT is an
autonomous organization; it will take a decision independently. The ministry has
forwarded the letter only for consideration,” The Telegraph quoted a government
official as saying.

Shukla, the petitioner, said that Amit Shah’s contributions to the nation should be
documented and widely available. “I wrote to the education minister that books should
be written on Amit Shah’s life and contributions to the nation. Very few people know
about him. If books are written and provided to institutions, more youths will know
about him and research him,” he said.

The NCERT, which routinely receives requests to publish books on different subjects,
has not previously produced works on active politicians, a former official noted. “The
NCERT receives routine requests from various quarters and individuals to prepare

2/21/25, 9:24 AM Book on Amit Shah: education ministry forwards request to NCERT
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books on them or publish their content. It does not usually entertain such requests,”
the official explained.

Given that this request has been forwarded by the education ministry, the final decision
remains with the NCERT. Officials have indicated that the organization will
communicate directly with the Amit Shah Youth Brigade and the school education
department regarding the matter.


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Trends and opportunities defining school education
in 2025
Looking at promising prospects of the education sector, here are the trends and opportunities that will be shaping 2025. 

# Supplements

Manisha Sharma | February 19, 2025 12:00 pm

(Representational Image: iStock)
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H
aving already entered 2025, the year is poised to usher transformative upgradation in the education sector. Vouching for a

resilient and equitable education system, the year is expected to be a lot more about empowering the children to navigate the

complexities of academia and jobs with sheer confidence. Bringing about the confluence of inclusivity, skill-based learning,

and personalised education, the sector is at the forefront of redefining the learning experience of students to help them stay abreast of

the latest developments.

 Menu       
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Therefore, looking at promising prospects of the education sector, here are the trends and opportunities that will be shaping 2025.

Advertisement

1. Virtual and augmented reality in education

Advertisement

This year, virtual and augmented reality will offer exciting opportunities for practical learning in education. These technologies will

allow students to engage in hands-on experiences without leaving the classroom.

For instance, the technology can help students explore ancient cultures through engaging VR simulations. It can come in handy for

streamlining administrative tasks, enabling teachers to automate repetitive jobs and focus entirely on innovative teaching pedagogy.

Streamlining tasks with computerised attendance systems, automated monitoring of grades, and customised learning could efficiently

manage everyday operations.

2. Emphasis on Social-Emotional Learning (SEL)

The emphasis on social-emotional learning (SEL) is increasing in an effort to alleviate the challenges faced by children. In-depth

comprehension of emotion and treating others kindly should be taught to children as part of SEL. Additionally, children with

emotional and social skills will be more versatile, encouraging the holistic growth of the students.

In order to achieve this, social and emotional learning will be encouraged around the general conduct of the pupils so that they feel

safe and cared for. This will also be done by training teachers further and increasing the range of social and emotional factors that

enable students to feel accepted, valued, and loved through compassion.

3. Increased focus on sustainability and environmental education

Recently, educational institutions, including schools and colleges, have incorporated environmental sustainability into their academic

programs. Recognising that environmental challenges are increasingly prominent, many institutions have shown interest in offering

special courses and curricula around environmental science, climate change, and renewable energy. These subjects are being

incorporated to instil awareness around global environmental issues and to equip students with knowledge and skills to tackle them.

Educational institutions are increasingly emphasising hands-on experiences that connect classroom learning to real-world

applications. Students are encouraged to engage in projects like maintaining campus gardens, participating in sustainable initiatives,

and working on energy conservation efforts. These activities help reinforce theoretical knowledge while fostering environmental
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impact.

Field visits to nature reserves, national parks, or any other environmental research facilities are undertaken to enable exposure to

ecosystems with first-hand observation. These trips help bridge the gap between classroom instruction and real-world environmental

issues, giving students a better insight into the challenges that natural ecosystems face and the importance of conserving it.

4. The rise of personalised and competency-based learning

In 2025, competency-based and customised learning is anticipated to become more popular. Personalised learning, tailoring

educational opportunities according to each student’s unique needs, interests, and talents, is the way forward to revolutionise learning.

With greater control over the course and pace of their education, students will be able to advance as they hone their skills in certain

topics.

By promoting mastery rather than memorisation, competency-based learning ensures that students fully understand foundational ideas

before moving on to more complicated material. This approach focuses on specific skills to get students ready for the workforce.

5. Expansion of career pathways and workforce preparation

Educational institutions are progressively acknowledging the necessity to equip students for careers that might not currently exist as

the job market evolves. It is expected that schools will broaden their career pathways programs by 2025, allowing students to explore

various industries and careers beforehand. These initiatives aim to equip students with the necessary skills to thrive in real-world

industries.

Educational institutions are anticipated to work together with local enterprises, universities, and business executives to create

mentorship that will allow gaining experience in real-life scenarios. These programs will allow the students to acquire the necessary

skills and also aid them in making informed decisions about their career paths.

The writer is the principal of Venkateshwar International School
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‘Modi Govt has introduced ambitious reforms in healthcare and education sectors’
The Centre on Saturday claimed that it has unveiled a series of groundbreaking initiatives designed to strengthen the nation's healthcare and
education sectors in the 100 days of the Modi government during its third term.
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CBSE board exams twice a year? Education
Minister to release draft plan soon, Global
Curriculum launch by 2026-27
CBSE will soon conduct board exams twice a year. The Education Minister will soon share the draft plan.
Also, CBSE plans to launch a Global Curriculum for foreign students by the 2026-27 academic year.
Read on to know more.

CBSE board exams: The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) is considering
conducting board exams twice a year, with a draft plan set to be released soon. Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan recently discussed this reform, in order to
reduce exam stress for students.

Also, CBSE plans to introduce a Global Curriculum for foreign students, which will be
launched in the 2026-27 academic year. These changes align with the National
Education Policy (NEP) and plan to improve the education system by making
assessments more flexible and globally relevant.
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Today the Hon'ble Minister of Education, Sh. Dharmendra 
Pradhan, chaired a high level meeting with Secretary, 
DoSEL, Secretary ER, MEA, heads of CBSE, NCERT, KVS, 
NVS along with representatives of  global schools.  
The modalities of establishing and implementing the CBSE 
Global… Show more
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CBSE Board Exams Twice a Year: What to
Expect?
The CBSE is working on a plan to conduct board exams twice a year to make the
system more flexible for students. This change is part of the National Education
Policy (NEP) recommendations. This will focus on reducing exam-related stress.

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan stated that the government plans to create
a stress-free learning environment. He said that conducting board exams twice a
year would help students manage their academic load better and improve overall
learning outcomes.
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Draft Plan for CBSE Biannual Exams to Be Released
Soon
The Education Minister confirmed that the draft plan for holding CBSE board exams
twice a year will be released soon for the public. The government wants to take
feedback from students, parents, and educators before finalizing the implementation
process.

CBSE to Launch Global Curriculum for Foreign
Students by 2026-27
CBSE has also announced the launch of a Global Curriculum for foreign students,
which will be introduced in the 2026-27 academic year. This curriculum plans to
align CBSE’s education system with international standards. This will make it easier
for foreign students to integrate into CBSE-affiliated schools worldwide.

The decision was taken during a meeting led by Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. Officials from the Ministry of Education, CBSE, NCERT, KVS,
and NVS, along with representatives from CBSE global schools, participated in the
discussion. The CBSE was then directed to create a detailed action plan for the new
curriculum.
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This will eventually helps to:

Reduce exam-related stress among students.

Offer more flexibility in the assessment process.

Improve global recognition of CBSE’s education system.

With these upcoming changes, CBSE plans to make learning more student-friendly
and globally competitive. Also, this Global Curriculum will enhance CBSE’s reach and
reputation in international education.

For more informative articles on historical and upcoming events from around the
world, please visit Indiatimes Events.
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CBSE to launch a brand new global curriculum in
2026: How is the existing international syllabus
different from the regular one?
TOI Education | Feb 19, 2025, 03.05 PM IST

Printed from

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) is set to
introduce a global curriculum for foreign students starting from
the 2026-2027 academic year. This initiative is part of a broader
reform plan aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, which aims to provide students with greater flexibility and a
globally competitive education. As part of these changes, CBSE is
also considering conducting board exams twice a year from the
same academic session, allowing students to retain their best
scores.

Not the first time CBSE has taken a
global initiative

This is not the first time CBSE has ventured into an international curriculum. More than a decade ago, back in
2010, CBSE introduced the CBSE International (CBSE-i) curriculum to cater to Indian students living abroad.
The initiative was implemented in multiple phases, beginning with a pilot program in 25 schools across the
Middle East and South Asia for classes I to IX. It was later extended to more international schools and select Indian
institutions. The syllabus was structured based on the National Curriculum Framework and National Council for
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Educational Research and Training (NCERT) guidelines, integrating a global perspective while maintaining core
Indian subjects.

What is the CBSE International (CBSE-i) curriculum?

The CBSE-i curriculum emphasizes global education with a strong focus on critical and creative thinking,
research orientation, and effective communication. It offers a diverse range of subjects, including languages,
performing arts, visual arts, physical education, social sciences, life skills, research projects, science, and
mathematics with both elective and core options.

The evaluation system moves away from traditional rote learning, incorporating continuous assessment and
project-based evaluations to promote holistic development. The curriculum also includes locally relevant
components and enrichment programs, particularly in science and technology.
A distinguishing feature of CBSE-i is its integration of international methodologies, particularly inspired by the
International Baccalaureate (IB) curriculum. The syllabus includes innovative subjects such as ‘History of
Knowledge’ and a mandatory social work component to instill social responsibility in students. Additionally,
extracurricular activities such as gymnastics, performing arts, and gardening are emphasized to promote all-
round development.

CBSE-i vs CBSE regular curriculum

CBSE’s regular curriculum, taught in Indian schools, follows a traditional Indian educational approach based on
NCERT guidelines and the National Curriculum Framework (NCF). It is structured around three main academic
streams, Science, Commerce, and Humanities, and is largely focused on standardized board examinations.
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While the regular CBSE curriculum ensures a comprehensive academic foundation, it is primarily oriented
towards Indian educational standards and competitive exams such as JEE and NEET. The evaluation system in
the regular curriculum is heavily dependent on annual board examinations rather than continuous assessments.

Comparison: CBSE International vs CBSE Regular curriculum

Feature CBSE International (CBSE-i) CBSE Regular Curriculum

Curriculum
Focus

Emphasizes global education, critical and creative
thinking, effective communication, and research-
based learning.

Based on Indian educational principles,
following guidelines from NCERT and
NCF.

Subjects
Offered

Includes core subjects along with electives such as
performing arts, social sciences, and research
projects.

Divided into three streams—Science,
Commerce, and Humanities.

Evaluation
System

Uses a grading system with continuous assessment
and project-based learning.

Primarily reliant on board exams.

Global
Approach

Adapts to the local context while incorporating an
international perspective.

Focuses on holistic development while
maintaining Indian educational
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standards.

Grades
Covered

Available from Grade 1 to Grade 11. Available from Grade 1 to Grade 12.

CBSE's new Global Curriculum can potentially make international
education more accessible in India

The launch of CBSE’s Global Curriculum is expected to make international education more accessible, particularly
for middle-class students who may not have the financial means to enroll in expensive international schools.
Currently, international education in India is largely restricted to elite institutions affiliated with IB or Cambridge
boards.

The International Baccalaureate (IB) program emphasizes inquiry-based learning and interdisciplinary
connections, assessing student skills through ongoing coursework. In contrast, the Cambridge curriculum
focuses on in-depth subject knowledge, with student performance primarily measured through external
examinations. According to Cambridge tests and assessments, last year, over 1600 schools in 101 countries used
Cambridge Checkpoint tests to benchmark student achievement internationally.

With the introduction of CBSE’s global curriculum, students will have access to an internationally aligned

2/21/25, 10:08 AM CBSE to launch a brand new global curriculum in 2026: How is the existing international syllabus different from the regular one? - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-to-launch-a-brand-new-global-curriculum-in-2026-how-is-the-existing-international-syllabus-different-from-the-regular-one/articleshowprint/118379101.cms 4/5

303



education at a fraction of the cost, potentially bridging the gap between traditional Indian education and global
learning standards.
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From the academic year 2026-27, the Central Board of Secondary

Education (CBSE) will conduct the Class X board exams twice a

year. For this, the CBSE will introduce a global curriculum for its 260

affiliated foreign schools.

The Education Ministry decided to introduce a global curriculum at

a meeting chaired by Union Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan. The Education Ministry held detailed discussions on the

draft curriculum with CBSE officials and heads of the National

Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), Kendriya

Vidyalaya Sanghatan (KVS), and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti (NVS).

The draft is likely to be made public on Monday. Major Indian

subjects will be included in the global curriculum.

A post shared by the CBSE reveals that Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan held a highlevel meeting with the Secretary,

Directorate of Education, Economic Development Secretary,

Ministry of External Affairs, CBSE, NCERT, KVS, NVS heads and

representatives of global schools. The modalities for introducing

and implementing the CBSE global curriculum were discussed. The

CBSE was directed to introduce the CBSE global curriculum for

foreign schools by 2026- 2027 and prepare a detailed action plan in

this regard.

The NCF, which was brought in to implement the National Education

Policy 2020, recommended that students allowed to appear for the

board exams twice in an academic year, retaining only the best

marks. Accordingly, it is not mandatory for students of class X and

XII to appear for the exams twice a year.

This option is being given to reduce the stress caused by the fear of

missing out. If a student is not satisfied with the marks in the first

exam, he can appear for the exam again the next time. Only the best

marks of the students who appeared in both the board exams of the

year will be considered. The quality of the result will be decided on

the basis of the best marks.
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Meanwhile, Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan posted on ‘X’:

“A draft plan is being prepared to conduct CBSE board exams twice

a year. Creating a stress-free learning environment for students

remains the prime objective of the government. Exam reforms are

an important step in this direction.”
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contributions to Gujarati literature and culture.
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The foundation for India’s future success lies in modernising its educational system

through National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, said Union Minister of Education

Dharmendra Pradhan on Wednesday.

Pradhan made these remarks while addressing the audience virtually during the

eighth convocation ceremony of the GLS University in Ahmedabad. Pradhan

reflected on the transformative power of education and its role in shaping India’s

future.

During the convocation, Justice CK Thakker was recognised with an Honorary

Doctorate for his contributions to law and education and Tushar Shukla for his

contributions to Gujarati literature and culture.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

A student being awarded during the eighth convocation ceremony of the GLS University.
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Highlighting the significance of the NEP 2020, Pradhan emphasized the vision

behind the policy of creating an inclusive and holistic education system. “The

foundation for India’s future success lies in modernising its educational system

through NEP 2020, which aims to foster innovation, critical thinking, and

adaptability to meet the challenges and opportunities of the 21st century,” he said.

Meanwhile, GLS University president Sudhir Nanavati shared his vision for the

varsity and its mission to “nurture future leaders” while emphasising the

importance of lifelong learning. Nanavati encouraged the graduates to “continue

striving for excellence” in their respective fields, reminding them that their

“education was just the beginning of a larger journey”.
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New Delhi [India], February 20 (ANI): A contempt petition has been filed
in the Delhi High Court against the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS)
Commissioner and the Secretary of the Ministry of Education (MoE)

(/topic/ministry-of-education-moe), Government of India.

The petition seeks the initiation of contempt of court proceedings due
to their failure to recruit special educators for 987 posts in Kendriya
Vidyalayas (/topic/kendriya-vidyalayas), as directed by the Delhi High

Court. The hearing is expected to take place on Monday.

The Petitioner, Social Jurist, a civil rights group represented by
advocate Ashok Aggarwal, submitted that more than six months have
passed since the court issued its directions, and the
respondents/contemnors have yet to comply.

The petitioner also stated that their advocate served the
respondents/contemnors with a legal notice on February 13.

In response, the petitioner received a letter dated February 18,
informing them that the Recruitment Rules had been sent for approval

to the competent authority and that the recruitment process would
commence immediately upon approval.

Earlier, the Delhi High Court noted in its order that the counsel for the
Union of India stated that the Ministry of Finance, Department of
Expenditure, had approved the creation of 987 posts for Teachers with

qualifications as Special Educators (/topic/special-educators) approved
by the Rehabilitation Council of India for Kendriya Vidyalayas
(/topic/kendriya-vidyalayas).

The Court also noted that the counsel for the Union of India indicated
that the Department of School Education and Literacy, via a letter dated

July 5, 2024, had sanctioned the creation of 987 posts for Special
Educators (/topic/special-educators) in Kendriya Vidyalayas
(/topic/kendriya-vidyalayas).

Acknowledging these submissions, the Delhi High Court directed the

respondent authority to frame Recruitment Rules and Conditions of
Service and to commence the process of recruiting and appointing
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Special Educators (/topic/special-educators) immediately. The Court
mandated that this process be completed within six months. (ANI)
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CBSE to seek public feedback on draft schema for
twice-yearly examinations
TOI Education | Feb 20, 2025, 12.13 PM IST

Printed from

The Union Education Minister, Dharmendra Pradhan has
announce that the Ministry of Education in consultation with the
Secretary of School Education, Chairperson of the CBSE and other
officials of the ministry have deliberated over the conduct of CBSE
board exams twice in an academic year.

— dpradhanbjp (@dpradhanbjp)

The Union Minister took to social media platform X to announce
that the Ministry will soon release a draft representation of what is
being planned by the Ministry, CBSE and other stakeholders for
public consultation. In his post, he said, "(The Ministry) held

detailed deliberations with Secretary School Education, CBSE Chairperson and other officials of the Ministry and
CBSE over “Conduct of CBSE examinations twice a year”. The draft schema of these deliberations will be placed
soon for public consultation by CBSE."

The Minister further said that creating a stress-free learning environment for students has been priority of the
government, and that improvements and reforms in assessments is a key step towards fulfilling this.

The Union Minister's post further added that the reform is another crucial step towards implementation of
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various key provisions of the new National Education Policy (NEP) and will help mitigate exam related stress
among students.
Earlier highlighted in the draft guidelines of the NEP, if implemented, CBSE's twice-a-year board exam scheme
will give students the opportunity to take board exams two times in a academic session, starting 2026-27, and
allowing them to retain their best score.

ALSO READ | CBSE to launch new global curriculum in 2026: Check course details here
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Udhayanidhi hits back at Pradhan
over 'politics' comment; insists TN
will follow 2-language policy
Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin on Friday hit back at Union Educatio

Minister Dharmendra Pradhan for attacking state CM M K Stalin amid the NEP row and

asserted the state will only follow the 2-language policy. The state was seeking only its due

share of funds from the Centre from the taxes paid by it, he said.

Chennai, Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin on

Friday hit back at Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan for

attacking state CM M K Stalin amid the NEP row and asserted the state

will only follow the 2-language policy. The state was seeking only its due

share of funds from the Centre from the taxes paid by it, he said.
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"We are asking our (share of) funds, about Rs 2150 crore.
They (Centre) want us to accept NEP and the 3-language

policy. Tamil Nadu has always been opposed to three
language policy, so what is there to do politics," he asked.

"We are asking our (share of)

funds, about Rs 2150 crore.

They (Centre) want us to

accept NEP and the 3-

language policy. Tamil Nadu

has always been opposed to

three language policy, so

what is there to do politics,"

he asked.

"Education is Tamils' right, please understand who is doing politics," the

DMK leader told reporters.

Earlier in the day, Pradhan had attacked Stalin over the ongoing row on

the implementation of NEP and accused him of "spinning progressive

reforms into threats to sustain political narratives".

In a letter to Stalin, Pradhan said the Tamil Nadu CM should rise above

political differences and think about the interests of young learners who

will benefit from the new National Education Policy.

The education minister was responding to the letter Stalin wrote to
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Thursday. In his letter, Stalin said

linking the two centrally sponsored initiatives -- Samagra Shiksha

Abhiyan (SSA) and PM SHRI Schools -- with the National Education

Policy (NEP) was fundamentally unacceptable.

In his letter to the Tamil Nadu CM, Pradhan said, "The letter sent to PM

is a complete negation of the spirit of cooperative federalism promoted

by Modi government. Hence, it is inappropriate for the state to view

NEP 2020 with a myopic vision and spin progressive educational reforms

into threats to sustain their political narratives."

Tamil Nadu and the central government have been at loggerheads over

the implementation of NEP in the state, with the DMK government

accusing the education ministry of stopping funds for crucial schemes.
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In a sharply-worded reply to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin, Union

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan urged the state government to “rise

above politics” and prioritise the future of students over political narratives. The

exchange of letters comes amid an escalating verbal spat between Tamil Nadu’s

Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin, 47, and BJP state president K Annamalai,

39, signalling a deepening rift between the two emerging new leaders.

The conflict between Udhayanidhi and Annamalai erupted after the BJP leader

threatened the Deputy CM against the “Get Out Modi” campaign promoted by the

DMK online. This prompted Udhayanidhi to challenge Annamalai to visit Chennai’s

Anna Salai, also known as Mount Road.

In a fiery exchange, Annamalai shot back, demanding an exact place and time to

meet “alone” and “see what happens”. Udhayanidhi’s challenge came after

Annamalai dared him to verbally articulate “Get Out Modi”.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan (File photo)
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The BJP leader also accused Udhayanidhi of being a leader who “wakes up only at

11 am” and “has seen the sun only when it is above the head.” The exchanges,

marked by singular address forms and personal jibes, showcased the bitterness

between the two leaders.

Stalin vs Pradhan

Pradhan’s response followed Stalin’s letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi,

wherein the Chief Minister had requested the immediate release of Rs 2,152 crore

under the Samagra Shiksha scheme – a Centrally Sponsored integrated initiative for

school education launched in 2018.

Stalin had strongly criticised the Union government’s alleged pressure tactics to

force Tamil Nadu into implementing the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and

adopting the three-language policy, calling it a “blatant violation of cooperative

federalism.”

In his letter, Pradhan said: “As leaders entrusted with shaping the destiny of our

young minds, it is imperative that the state government rises above politics and

Knowledge Nugget: What makes Tamil Nadu’s recent protest against NEP relevant

for UPSC Exam?
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prioritise policies that empower our students with knowledge, skills, and

opportunities for the future.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

Also Read | Union govt using fund releases as pressure tactic to coerce states:
Tamil Nadu CM amid NEP row

He described the NEP 2020 as “not just a reform but a transformative vision that

seeks to elevate India’s education system to global standards while preserving and

strengthening our linguistic and cultural diversity”.

Addressing concerns over language imposition, Pradhan wrote, “Let me

unequivocally state that there is no question of imposing any language on any state

or community. NEP 2020 upholds the principle of linguistic freedom and ensures

that students continue to learn in the language of their choice.” The policy, he

added, aims to “revive and strengthen the teaching of Indian languages, including

Tamil, which have been gradually sidelined in formal education over the decades.”

The implications

The standoff over the Samagra Shiksha funds has practical implications for Tamil

Nadu’s education sector. Stalin’s letter warned that “several vital components

towards teacher salaries, student welfare programs, inclusive education initiatives,

RTE reimbursements for underprivileged students, and transport for students in

remote areas have been jeopardized”.

Stalin framed the issue not just as a financial impasse but as a question of

upholding Tamil Nadu’s “time-tested state policies” against what he called the

Centre’s “pressure tactics.”

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD
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Pradhan, however, countered this stance, suggesting that Tamil Nadu’s opposition

to NEP 2020 was politically motivated.
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The issue may be also, directly and indirectly, affect the education sector in the state

and lakhs of students. With the Samagra Shiksha funds remaining unreleased, the

state’s schools and educational programs could face disruptions. Both sides,

however, seem entrenched in their positions, with the centre asserting NEP 2020’s

benefits and Tamil Nadu its autonomy over education policy.
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Godrej Properties | Sponsored

Launching A Majestic New Skyscraper at Godrej Avenue Eleven
Godrej Avenue Eleven, Mahalaxmi South Mumbai Offering Limited Period Offer. Book 
Luxury 3/4 BHK Homes at ₹9.90 Cr*

Get Info

Godrej Sector 54 Golf Course Road Gurgaon | Sponsored

Godreʝ New Launch - 3 BHK and 4 BHK Apartments
Attractive Payment Plan For Hassle Free Home Buying Experience, Higher ROI, and 
100% Property Ownership!

Book Now

Eldeco Fairway Reserve | Sponsored

Eldeco Fairway Reserve | Eldeco New Launch Gurgaon
Experience 360° View – Where Every Angle Inspires. Enquire Now & Get New Launch 
Benefits. Discover Premium 3 & 4 BR Residences at Eldeco Fairway Reserve. Price …

Book Now

M3M | Sponsored

M3M Mansion 113 Gurgaon | 10 mins from IGI Airport
M3M Mansion Gurgaon 3/4 BHK Starting Price ₹ 4.5 Cr* With 9 Hole Golf, 100+ Amenities 
And Services

Book Now

Prestige Group | Sponsored

Prestige Ocean Towers, Near Marine Drive Starting ₹21.39 Cr* Onwards
Prestige Ocean Towers offers premium 4/5/6 BHK With Deck apartments in Mumbai’s 
iconic Marine Lines. Starting at ₹21.39 Cr* Onwards

Get Quote

Home ePaper My Express UPSC World India Explained Opinion Politics Business Sports

2/24/25, 12:33 PM Stalin vs Pradhan at Centre, Udhayanidhi vs Annamalai in state as Tamil Nadu NEP row heats up | India News - The Indian E…

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/education-reforms-threats-dharmendra-pradhan-stalin-nep-9848285/ 6/15
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School Education Department Friday reprimanded all teaching staff deployed and attached for
administrative works in different offices and departments in Kashmir region.

In this regard, a latest official communiqué was issued by the Director of School Education Kashmir (DSEK).

DSEK said that all the Teaching Staff deployed or attached for administrative works in different offices and

departments was recalled with the directions to report to their original place of postings on December-12-
2021 and July-01-2024.

The directorate said that despite clear cut instructions, it has come to notice of DSEK that a number of

teaching officials have been made to continue in different office and institutions within or outside parent
department for administrative works on one pretext or the other without obtaining prior approval and

orders of DSEK.

“The continuation of teaching staff in different offices and departments for administrative works despite
instructions and orders conveyed from time to time reflects non-seriousness on the part of Chief Education

Officers (CEOs), Drawing and Disbursing Officers (DDOs) and Head of Institutions (HoIs) who have failed
to get the orders implemented on ground by ensuring that these officials report back to their original

assignment of teaching for which they have been employed in the SED,” it reads.

DSEK said that in order to ensure full compliance of the instructions and orders issued from time to time,
all the teaching staff including lecturers, masters and teachers working in different offices and institutions

School Education Dept reprimands teaching staff deployed,
attached in other Deptts 

Last updated: February 21, 2025 3:47 pm

Agencies

2/24/25, 12:33 PM School Education Dept reprimands teaching staff deployed, attached in other Deptts  – Rising Kashmir

https://risingkashmir.com/school-education-dept-reprimands-teaching-staff-deployed-attached-in-other-deptts/ 1/2

328

https://risingkashmir.com/author/agencies/


within or outside parent department for administrative works in contravention of their job profile, without

formal orders of administrative department and DSEK are ordered to report to their substantive place of
posting in educational institutions without fail.

“All the non-teaching staff of school education working outside the parent department without formal

orders of department, administrative department and DSEK shall report to their substantive place of
posting without any fail,” it reads.

The communiqué further states that, “All the teaching and non-teaching officials shall be deemed to have

been relieved and detached to report back to their original place of postings, forthwith.”

“Any DDO who is found to have drawn the salary of any such official in violation of the order shall face
strict action including recommendation of RDA against them,” it reads.

DSEK in this regard asked the CEOs of the region to furnish compliance report to along with the requisite

details of all such employees indicating the name, actual place of posting, place where working on
deployment basis, nature of duty assigned, stay with date at place of deployment, reference of

deployment or attachment order, date of reporting back at substantive place of posting and any other
information as may be deemed necessary.

“The Chief Accounts Officer of DSEK shall personally monitor the implementation of instructions in letter

and spirit and liaison with concerned Treasury Officers for getting inputs about drawl of salary against the
defaulters,” it reads—(KNO)
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Feb 21, 2025 07:06 AM IST

In a letter to Modi, Stalin said the release of the funds should not be linked with the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 which makes implementation of three language formula

mandatory.

Release edu scheme dues without NEP rider, Stalin urges
PM
By HT Correspondent

Story continues below advertisement

Chennai: Tamil Nadu chief minister MK Stalin urged Prime Minister Narendra Modi to release

₹2,152 crore of Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) funds for 2024-25 for the sake of “cooperative

federalism” and “welfare” of lakhs of students, adding that their stand on two language formula

is “non-negotiable.”
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Story continues below advertisement

In a letter to Modi, Stalin said the release of the funds should not be linked with the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 which makes implementation of three language formula

mandatory. Tamil Nadu has a two-language one.

The Tamil Nadu government and the Centre have been engaged in a war of words over NEP

with union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan terming the state government’s

opposition as “political.”

“We all accept NEP, but they are not accepting the idea because of their political interest. I

know education is in the concurrent list but to create competition among students, to create a

level-playing field, we have to come to a common platform. This NEP, envisioned by Prime

Minister Narendra Modi, is giving emphasis to the mother tongue,” Pradhan said while

In a letter to Modi, Stalin said the release of the funds should not be linked with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
which makes implementation of three language formula mandatory. (PTI)
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speaking on the sidelines of 126th founder’s day of Delhi University’s Hindu College on

Monday.

Story continues below advertisement

His comments were seen as a response to a post on X by Stalin on Sunday, in which the Tamil

Nadu CM accused the Union minister of “blackmailing” the state by refusing to release funds

unless it accepted NEP and the three-language policy.

In his letter, Stalin added: “This has created immense anxiety and unrest among students,

political parties and the general public in our state. For many decades, Tamil Nadu has always

been steadfast in its two-language policy, which was deeply rooted in its educational and social

milieu. Hence, the state has been exempted from implementing ‘The Official Languages Act,

1963’, as mentioned in The Official Languages Rules, 1976.”
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“The tremendous strides made by the state in the last half century and its trendsetting

initiatives can be traced back to our progressive policy making, built on this two-language

policy and social justice,” he added, reiterating that any change in the two-language policy is

“non-negotiable” for the state and its people.

Story continues below advertisement

In the letter, Stalin also pointed out that the state had already raised its strong concerns on

other specific provisions of NEP through letter and a memorandum in 2024 and that despite

the multiple representations, the SSA funds for 2024-25 remain unreleased.

“... the Union Government’s usage of such fund releases as a pressure tactic to coerce a state

into adopting centrally mandated programs against its own time-tested state policies is a

blatant violation of cooperative federalism,” Stalin said.

He argued that such a move would grossly undermine the states’ rights to shape their own

education policies, based on specific needs. Due to non-release of funds under the ongoing

scheme, several vital components towards teacher salaries, student welfare programs,

inclusive education initiatives, RTE reimbursements for underprivileged students and

transport for students in remote areas have been jeopardised, he claimed.

Story continues below advertisement
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“To dissipate the unrest caused due to this issue, ₹2,152 crores of Samagra Shiksha funds for

Tamil Nadu for 2024-25 may be released immediately, without linking it to the implementation

of National Education Programme (NEP) 2020. Considering the sensitivity of the issue, I look

forward to your personal intervention in this regard,” he wrote.

On January 31, Stalin wrote to Union Women and Child Development Minister Annapurna

Devi seeking release of funds for Centrally Sponsored Schemes worth ₹716 crore for

anganwadis and women empowerment. He said that the state’s contribution to the Centrally

sponsored schemes were being released in a time-bound manner but most often, the Centre’s

share was being released only at the end of the quarter or in the subsequent quarters.

Story continues below advertisement
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The National Education Policy (NEP) recommends establishing an independent regulatory

body called the State School Standards Authority (SSSA), which will build systemic

accountability for children’s learning outcomes. But to properly shield the SSSA from

executive influence, it must be established as a statutory body via a Legislative Act with

clearly defined powers and responsibilities, suggests Centre DIRECT's executive director

Suresh Kumar.

By Suresh Kumar
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The release of the National Education Policy (NEP) in 2020 marked

a long-overdue overhaul of India’s education policy, 34 years after

the previous one. If that time scale seems inconceivably long,
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published and most of its recommendations are yet to see any

implementation.
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This is especially worrying in light of the poor learning quality in

Indian schools. The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER)

2022 reveals that, despite nearly universal enrollment, 4 out of 5

children in Grade 3 cannot read a Grade 2-level text and 3 out of 4

cannot do simple two-digit subtraction. Even in Grade 8, almost

one-third of children lack these basic capabilities, illustrating that

schooling is not leading to learning.

Recent child safety incidents in schools have further exposed the

deep fissures in our educational infrastructure. From inadequate

building safety protocols to cases of bullying and abuse, schools

are failing to provide even basic protections for our children. The

crisis goes beyond learning outcomes. How can we expect

students to thrive academically when their physical and

emotional well-being is at risk? The stubborn persistence of

learning poverty and basic safety failures hints at deeper systemic

issues— the issues that cannot be solved with piecemeal reforms

or token gestures.

The academic performance and the safety of our children in

educational institutions are paramount. The NEP recognises these

systemic challenges and recommends revamping its governance

structure. Currently, schools are regulated primarily on their

infrastructure and finances, with almost no focus on the quality of

learning they provide. The NEP recommends establishing an

independent regulatory body called the State School Standards

Authority (SSSA), which will build systemic accountability for

children’s learning outcomes.

The SSSA will require all schools to adhere to minimum standards

of quality, while rationalising the standards for infrastructure. It

will also periodically measure student learning outcomes in all

schools and transparently publicise the information on school

quality. As parents will become empowered with a deeper

understanding of school quality, they will make better-informed

choices and healthy competition among schools will naturally

increase to keep up. If implemented fully, this reform could lead to

a virtuous cycle where high-performing schools are rewarded and

recognised while low-performing schools are given targeted

assistance.

Establishing the SSSA will actually kill two birds with one stone, as

it will also resolve a significant conflict of interest. Currently, the

same Department of Education (DoE) that operates government

schools also regulates all schools, i.e., it regulates its own

competitors. This is like a sports match where the referee is a

member of one of the teams! Unsurprisingly, this has created an

uneven playing field where private and public schools are held to

very different standards.

Private schools are not only forced to seek recognition from the

DoE in a process that is often long and tortuous, they are also held

to stricter land and infrastructure norms than their public
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counterparts. As a result, despite virtually no regulation on

education quality, the market entry and operations of private

schools are seriously hindered, and investment in the sector is

stifled. Moving the governance function of the DoE to the

independent SSSA will not only reinvigorate the private school

sector, but it will also free up the DoE’s resources to focus on its

core role of operating public schools, thus ultimately improving

the quality of education for all school-going children.

Several states and the centre have taken regressive steps to set up

a SSSA, based on varied interpretations of NEP’s

recommendations. The central government has notified CBSE as

the SSSA for central schools. Similarly, several states have also

notified the state Examination Board. Sikkim and Punjab have

designated the State Council of Educational Research and

Training (SCERT), the expert body for academic affairs, as the

SSSA.

These actions run counter to the spirit of the NEP’s

recommendations. If a regulator’s decision-making is influenced

by external factors, such as political pressure, industry interests or

the government, it can potentially lead to biased regulations that

do not serve the public interest. The SSSA must be an

autonomous body that specialises only in regulation.

Many crucial questions must be considered before forging ahead

with setting up the SSSA. As an activist working on child safety

issues for over a decade—and as a lawyer who has seen firsthand

how poor governance can derail even well-intentioned policies—I

cannot stress enough how critical it is to get this right. To properly

shield the SSSA from executive influence, it must be established

as a statutory body via a Legislative Act with clearly defined

powers and responsibilities, including the power to regulate

government-run schools.

Its composition and its members’ selection process and terms of

service must be clearly defined by the Legislature. To ensure a

balanced and objective decision-making process, its members

should represent all key stakeholders—educators, parents, and

child safety experts—and its decisions must be transparent and

subject to public scrutiny. Even after the SSSA is established, it will

be essential to stay vigilant and carefully examine all policy

decisions.

We cannot afford another missed opportunity like the Right to

Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act of 2009, which set

ambitious goals but failed to follow up with implementation and

accountability. Fifteen years later, many schools still do not meet

the RTE standards. The SSSA must be careful to establish norms

that are ambitious yet practical. Its budget and spending plan

should also be made public annually to ensure financial

transparency.

India is home to 18% of the world’s children, and we must not fail

them. The NEP has rightly recognised a governance challenge

that is hamstringing our education system and holding back

student learning. Its recommended solution, the SSSA, has the

potential to reform our schools and build a system capable of

providing quality education to every single child. These

recommendations must be transformed into reality. The time to

act is now.

—The author, Suresh Kumar, is Executive Director at Centre

DIRECT, a leading NGO working for the empowerment of women,

youth and children. The views are personal. 
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Feb 21, 2025 02:10 PM IST

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan urged Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin to ‘think

about the interests of young learners.’

In letter vs letter on NEP row, Dharmendra Pradhan's ‘rise
above political differences’ advice to MK Stalin
By HT News Desk, New Delhi

Story continues below advertisement

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Friday urged Tamil Nadu chief minister MK

Stalin to "rise above political differences", after the latter wrote to Prime Minister Narendra

Modi, and opposed linking of two centrally sponsored programmes with the National

Education Policy (NEP).
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Story continues below advertisement

Dharmendra Pradhan requested MK Stalin to "think about the interests of the young

learners".

“The continued opposition to NEP 2020 for political reasons deprives students, teachers, and

educational institutions in Tamil Nadu of the immense opportunities and resources that this

policy offers. The policy is designed to be flexible, allowing states to customise its

implementation to suit their unique educational needs,” the BJP leader said in his letter.

“Many non-BJP states have implemented the progressive policies of NEP despite political

differences. NEP 2020 aims to broaden the horizon, not narrow them,” he added.

In his letter to the prime minister, the Tamil Nadu CM had said linking of Samagra Shiksha

Abhiyan and PM SHRI Schools with the National Education Policy is ‘fundamentally

Union minister of education Dharmendra Pradhan (ANI/File Photo)
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unacceptable.’

Story continues below advertisement

However, Pradhan stated that centrally-supported schemes such as SSA, are aligned with NEP

2020, while PM SHRI schools have been conceptualised to be 'NEP exemplar schools.'

Stalin's letter to PM Modi, Pradhan further remarked, was a ‘complete negation of the spirit of

cooperative federalism promoted by Modi government.’
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“Hence, it is inappropriate for the state to view NEP 2020 with a myopic vision and spin

progressive educational reforms into threats to sustain their political narratives. I would,

therefore, request you to rise above political differences and look into the matter holistically

keeping in mind the interest of our young learners,” the education minister added.

Tamil Nadu and the central government have been at loggerheads over the implementation of

NEP in the state, with the DMK-led government accusing the Union education ministry of

‘stopping funds’ for crucial schemes.

Story continues below advertisement

(With PTI inputs)
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NEW DELHI: Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan slammed
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin over his opposition to the National
Education Policy (NEP-2020), accusing him of having a “myopic vision”
and turning “progressive reforms into threats to sustain political
narratives.”

In a three-page letter addressed to Stalin, Pradhan categorically stated that
there is no “question of imposing any language on any state or
community.”

“NEP 2020 upholds the principle of linguistic freedom and ensures that
students continue to learn in the language of their choice. In fact, one of the
core objectives of the policy is to revive and strengthen the teaching of
Indian languages, including Tamil, which have been gradually sidelined in
formal education over the decades,” the minister wrote.

Pradhan was responding to Stalin’s letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursday, in which the Tamil Nadu CM objected to linking the two
centrally sponsored initiatives—Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) and PM
SHRI Schools—with the National Education Policy, calling it
“fundamentally unacceptable.”

Don't choke education budget to enforce NEP

"The letter sent to the PM is a complete negation of the spirit of cooperative
federalism promoted by the Modi government. Hence, it is inappropriate
for the state to view NEP 2020 with a myopic vision and spin progressive

NATION WORLD STATES OPINIONS CITIES BUSINESS SPORT GOOD NEWS M

2/24/25, 12:36 PM Highly inappropriate for a State to view NEP 2020 with myopic vision : Pradhan urges Tamil Nadu to adopt policy

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2025/Feb/21/highly-inappropriate-for-a-state-to-view-nep-2020-with-myopic-vision-pradhan-urges-tamil… 2/9

343

https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions/2025/Feb/20/dont-choke-education-budget-to-enforce-nep
https://www.newindianexpress.com/
https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation
https://www.newindianexpress.com/world
https://www.newindianexpress.com/opinions
https://www.newindianexpress.com/business
https://www.newindianexpress.com/good-news


educational reforms into threats to sustain their political narratives,"
Pradhan stated.

"The continued opposition to NEP 2020 for political reasons deprives
students, teachers, and educational institutions in Tamil Nadu of the
immense opportunities and resources that this policy offers. The policy is
designed to be flexible, allowing states to customise its implementation to
suit their unique educational needs," he added.

Defending the policy, Pradhan emphasised that “centrally supported
programmes such as Samagra Shiksha are aligned with NEP 2020” and that
“PM SHRI schools have been conceptualised to be NEP exemplar schools.”

On Tamil Nadu’s opposition to the three-language formula, Pradhan
clarified that the policy does not impose any language.

"Many non-BJP states have implemented the progressive policies of NEP
despite political differences. NEP 2020 aims to broaden the horizon, not
narrow them," he wrote.
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3.2K Reply Copy link
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“I would, therefore, request you to rise above political differences and look
into the matter holistically, keeping in mind the interest of our young
learners,” the minister urged.

Highlighting the importance of linguistic heritage, Pradhan asserted that a
central pillar of NEP-2020 is its “deep and unwavering respect for India’s
rich linguistic heritage.”

“The policy ensures that every student has access to quality education in
their mother tongue, reinforcing the fact that Tamil is not just a regional
identity but a national treasure,” he added.

The letter comes amid a heated exchange between the Centre and Tamil
Nadu over the implementation of NEP-2020.
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Stalin recently accused Pradhan of “blackmail” after the minister linked
the release of education funds to the policy’s implementation. The Tamil
Nadu CM challenged the Centre’s stance, arguing that education falls under
the Concurrent List and that the state's demand for funds was a right, not a
favour.

CM Stalin slams Union Min Dharmendra Pradhan for blackmailing TN over
National Education Policy
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Later on Friday Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Friday hit back at Union Education Minister and asserted that the state will
only follow the 2-language policy.

Tamil Nadu was seeking only its due share of funds from the Centre from
the taxes paid by it, he said.

"We are asking our (share of) funds, about Rs 2150 crore. They (Centre)
want us to accept NEP and the 3-language policy.

Tamil Nadu has always been opposed to three language policy and it has
been made clear the 3-language policy will not be accepted. So what is there
to do politics, I don't understand" he said.

The state has sacrificed lives for the "language war," he said in an apparent
reference to the anti-Hindi agitation of 1965.

"Education is Tamils' right, please understand who is doing politics," the
DMK leader added

Advertisement

The BJP's state unit also slammed the DMK over the matter.

The face-off between the Dravidian party and the BJP also saw the saffron
organisation's state unit launch an online "GetOutStalin" campaign against
the TN CM.
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Although BJP TN chief K Annamalai's initiative was aimed at the overall
failures of the DMK government over issues including law and order,
women's safety and corruption among others, the choice of the campaign
title seemed to have stemmed from the NEP and language row.

Days ago, while flaying the Centre, Udhayanidhi had said the people of
Tamil Nadu will never allow it to 'dump' NEP and the trilingual policy on
them and will launch a 'Get out Modi' campaign if any attempt is made to
snatch their rights.

Annamalai had said he would launch a "GetOutStalin" campaign in
response to that and put out a social media message on Friday morning,
following which the matter was trending on social media platform 'X' for a
long time.

Annamalai, in a separate social media update, wanted the state government
to conduct a survey with school students in the state over their choice of a
third language and start appointing teachers accordingly.

"Instead of doing politics in education, the government should aid in
ensuring a bright future for students and youth of Tamil Nadu by joining
the PMSHRI initiative," he said.

AIADMK general secretary Edappadi K Palaniswami said that despite
pointing out on various occasions that certain clauses in the NEP might
affect Tamil Nadu, it was being insisted the state should follow it without
any changes.

The Centre's attempt to thrust the trilingual policy on the state that set a
record in the education sector due to its bilingual policy has caused fear and
confusion among the people of Tamil Nadu.

Meanwhile, the DMK's Students Wing announced state-wide protests
against Pradhan on February 25.

(With inputs from PTI)
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'Myopic view': Education minister on Tamil Nadu opposing 3-

language policy

In a letter to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin, Union Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan urged him to reconsider the state's opposition to NEP 2020, emphasising linguistic

freedom and educational transformation.

ADVERTISEMENT

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan wrote to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister amid ongoing opposition over

NEP. (PTI Photo)
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In Short

Union Education Minister writes to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister over opposition to NEP

Asserts three-language policy ensures all regional languages get due importance

Says there’s no language imposition; NEP upholds linguistic freedom, students’ choice

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has written to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister

MK Stalin, urging the southern state to “rise above political differences” for the benefit

of students. Pradhan also requested the state government to reconsider its opposition

to the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

In his letter, Pradhan has emphasised that the NEP 2020 is a “transformative vision that

seeks to elevate India's education system to global standards”, aimed at modernising

the country’s education system. He said NEP planned to do this by “preserving and

strengthening our linguistic and cultural diversity.”

ADVERTISEMENT

The Education Minister’s response has come a day after Stalin wrote to the Prime

Minister Narendra Modi asking him for the immediate release of Rs 2,152 crore under the

Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) amid the ongoing language row.

OPPOSITION TO THREE-LANGUAGE POLICY
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The Tamil Nadu government, DMK and its allies and many Dravidian parties opposed the

NEP’s trilingual approach, under which Hindi and English became part of the curriculum

for students.

The Union Education Minister also pointed out that the “three-language policy has been

India’s education framework since 1968. “Unfortunately, despite being part of

successive education policies, it was never implemented in letter and spirit, leading to a

decline in the systematic teaching of Indian languages in schools,” Pradhan wrote in his

February 21 letter, addressed to Chief Minister Stalin.

ADVERTISEMENT

Pradhan highlighted the central government’s initiatives to promote Tamil language and

culture, mentioning efforts such as the Kashi Tamil Sangamam and the Saurashtra Tamil

Sangamam, which celebrate Tamil Nadu’s rich heritage.

NO IMPOSITION OF ANY LANGUAGE UNDER NEP

He reiterated there was no imposition of any language under the NEP 2020. “Let me

unequivocally state that there is no question of imposing any language on any state or

community. NEP 2020 upholds the principle of linguistic freedom and ensures that

students continue to learn in the language of their choice,” he said.

Expressing disappointment over Tamil Nadu’s continued resistance to the policy,

Pradhan criticised the state government for viewing NEP through a “myopic vision” and

spinning progressive reforms into political narratives. He underscored that the policy is

meant to expand educational opportunities rather than restrict them, saying:

"Many non-BJP states have implemented the progressive policies of NEP despite

political differences. NEP 2020 aims to broaden the horizon, not narrow them".

Pradhan concluded by urging Stalin to “rise above political differences” and prioritise

the “interests of young learners in Tamil Nadu.”
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The Tamil Nadu government has consistently opposed NEP 2020, arguing that it

promotes Hindi and Sanskrit over regional languages and infringes on the state’s

autonomy in education.

UDHAYANIDHI STALIN RESPONDS

ADVERTISEMENT

Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin responded to the Union Education Minister’s

request to “rise above political differences.”

“Tamil Nadu is always against the three-language policy. We have said clearly, we will

never accept that. What is the politics in this? Tamil Nadu is a state where many have

given their life for language rights. You can understand who is doing politics,” he said.

Udhayanidhi Stalin, taking up from where Chief Minister Stalin had asked for the

education funds being withheld, has been vocal about the state’s resistance to adopting

Hindi. He and BJP state chief K Annamalai have been engaged in an online battle over

the issue, which has since devolved into a ‘Go back Modi’ versus ‘Go Back Stalin’ battle

of posts on social media platform X. 
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Published On: Feb 21, 2025
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CBSE Class 12 business studies
exam analysis: Experts and
students rate exam ‘easy to
moderate’
The three-hour, 80-mark paper featured
a mix of multiple-choice, short-answer,
and long-answer questions, with a
notable emphasis on case-based
problem-solving

ADVERTISEMENT

Business Today Desk

Updated Feb 22, 2025, 3:46 PM IST

News / Education / Exams /

Students across India sat for the
CBSE Class 12 Business Studies
exam on February 22, with early
reactions calling it a fair and
balanced test. The three-hour,
80-mark paper featured a mix of
multiple-choice, short-answer,
and long-answer questions, with
a notable emphasis on case-
based problem-solving.

Priyanka Sapra, an educator at
Shiv Nadar School in Gurugram,
said, "The Business Studies paper

ADVERTISEMENT
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was well-balanced, focusing on
both conceptual understanding
and application-based learning.
It was structured around the
NCERT content, ensuring that
students who studied and revised
thoroughly from the textbook
found it manageable." She
added, "The paper struck the right
balance between direct and
application-based questions,
making it both engaging and
thought-provoking. Students
particularly enjoyed solving the
case-based questions and were
satisfied with the overall exam
experience."
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exam in Prayagraj postponed
due to Mahakumbh, new date
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Vedika Singh, an educator at Shiv
Nadar School in Faridabad,
provided a detailed breakdown of
the paper’s structure.

"1 mark: Easy to moderate - 20%
of the questions which were of
higher competency level.

3 mark: Explicit and easy-to-
understand questions.

4 marks: Mostly case study
questions requiring conceptual
knowledge.

6 Marks: Mix of application-based
and direct questions."

Singh noted that students had
mixed reactions but generally
found the paper manageable.
"The CBSE Business Studies 2025
exam was rated by students as
easy to moderate, with students
having mixed reactions. Many
found the paper easy, especially
those who had practised NCERT-
based questions and case
studies and previous years'
question papers."
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She highlighted that time
management was not a major
issue. "Students were able to
complete the exam within the
given time. The 3-4 mark
questions were well-structured
and manageable, but the 6-mark
case-based question was slightly
complex, requiring deeper
analysis and critical thinking
which is aligning with the paper
pattern."

Experts noted that the paper
covered the syllabus
comprehensively, with "no out-of-
syllabus questions," and internal
choices accounting for 33% of the
paper. "The CBSE Board
examination Business Studies
Class 12 question paper (three
sets) for the academic year
2024-25 was balanced, standard,
and aligned according to Board
criteria. Students would have felt
confident seeing the paper, as
the questions were a good
combination of theory as well as
application."
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Pradhan termed Stalin’s letter “a complete negation of the spirit of cooperative federalism”,

and appealed to him not “politicise education” and “rise above political differences” to

empower students.

Edu minister, Stalin spar amid NEP language row
By Sanjay Maurya, New Delhi

Story continues below advertisement

Union education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Friday reiterated the government’s stance

that the National Education Policy 2020 “upholds the principle of linguistic freedom” and

appealed to Tamil Nadu chief minister MK Stalin to not “politicise the issue”, prompting the

Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam leader to accuse the central government of blackmailing his

government in the state.
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Story continues below advertisement

Pradhan termed Stalin’s letter “a complete negation of the spirit of cooperative federalism”, and appealed to him not
“politicise education” and “rise above political differences” to empower students. (PTI)
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A day after Stalin wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi seeking release of funds for the sake

of “cooperative federalism” and “welfare” of hundreds of thousands of students, Pradhan on

Friday said that NEP “does not advocate the imposition of any language” on states.

“NEP 2020 upholds the principle of linguistic freedom and ensures that students continue to

learn in the language of their choice. In fact, one of the core objectives of the policy is to revive

and strengthen the teaching of Indian languages, including Tamil, which have been gradually

side-lined in formal education over the decades,” he said, calling the policy “a transformative

vision” that seeks to elevate India’s education system to global standards, and preserve the

country’s linguistic and cultural diversity.

Story continues below advertisement
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“Let me unequivocally state that there is no question of imposing any language on any state or

community,” he said in a post on X in a 10-point response to Stalin’s letter to PM Modi.

Stalin in his letter urged the central government to release ₹2,152 crore of Samagra Shiksha

Abhiyan (SSA) funds for 2024-25 for the sake of “cooperative federalism” and “welfare” of

hundreds of thousands of students, adding that their stand on two language formula is “non-

negotiable”.

Pradhan termed Stalin’s letter “a complete negation of the spirit of cooperative federalism”,

and appealed to him not “politicise education” and “rise above political differences” to

empower students.

Later in the day, Stalin responded by accusing the Modi government of halting the state’s funds

until the state implemented the “triple language” formula.

Story continues below advertisement
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“Yesterday, as CM of Tamil Nadu, I wrote a letter to PM Narendra Modi to release funds which

are for our students and teachers. Today, Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has written a

reply letter in which he advises not to do politics in education. I ask, who is doing politics in

education? Is it you or us? Is it not politics when you blackmail by saying that if only triple

language is implemented in a state, the fund will be released? Is it not politics in the name of

education; imposing Hindi is not politics? You (Dharmendra Pradhan) should think whether it’s

you doing politics or us,” he said in a post on X.

The Tamil Nadu government and the Centre have been engaged in a war of words over NEP

Policy (NEP) 2020 which makes implementation of three language formula mandatory. Tamil

Nadu, which has a two-language one, has opposing NEP with concerns over the possible

imposition of Hindi or Sanskrit under the three-language policy.

Story continues below advertisement

Pradhan said the three-language formula is “the backbone of India’s education framework

since 1968”.

He criticized previous education policies for neglecting the systematic teaching of Indian

languages, leading to “over-reliance on foreign languages”, while NEP 2020 aims to restore

languages to their “rightful place in education”.

Pradhan said that while Tamil Nadu has led transformative reforms, “the continued opposition

to NEP 2020 for political reasons deprives students, teachers, and educational institutions in

Tamil Nadu of the immense opportunities and resources that this policy offers.”
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He hailed NEP 2020 for upholding India’s linguistic heritage, ensuring quality education in

mother tongues, recognizing the Tamil language as “a national treasure and not just a regional

identity”.

Pradhan said that the central government is promoting Tamil language and culture globally

through various initiatives including Kashi Tamil Sangamam (KTS) and Saurashtra Tamil

Sangamam. Tamil is also included in competitive exams, and Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav

celebrates its literary heritage, he said.

Story continues below advertisement

Pradhan said that Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA), a shared scheme between the Centre and

states supporting public schools with a funding ratio of 60:40, and PM SHRI (Pradhan Mantri

Schools for Rising India) scheme are aligned with NEP 2020.

“Hence, it is inappropriate for the state to view NEP 2020 with a myopic vision and spin

progressive educational reforms into threats to sustain their political narratives,” he said.

Tamil Nadu was allocated ₹2151.60 crore under SSA but, according to information shared by

Union minister of state for education Jayant Chaudhary in Lok Sabha on February 10, the state

did not receive any funds from the central government till January 31, 2025, for the financial

year 2024-25.

Hitting back at Pradhan, Tamil Nadu deputy chief minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and asserted the

state will only follow the two-language policy.

Story continues below advertisement
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“We are asking our (share of) funds, about ₹2150 crore. They (Centre) want us to accept NEP

and the 3-language policy. Tamil Nadu has always been opposed to three language policy and it

has been made clear the 3-language policy will not be accepted. So, what is there to do politics,

I don’t understand,” he asked.

The state has sacrificed lives for the “language war”, he said in an apparent reference to the

anti-Hindi agitation of 1965 where many pro-Tamil activists killed themselves, mostly by self-

immolation, against the alleged imposition of Hindi then.

“Education is Tamils’ right, please understand who is doing politics,” Udhayanidhi, chief

minister MK Stalin’s son, added.

(With inputs from Chennai)
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From this acad yr, NEP for VI, X; 10 bagless days for
classes VI-VIII
TNN | Feb 22, 2025, 12.19 AM IST

Printed from

Panaji: The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will be
implemented in Classes VI and X from the new academic year
2025-26, the state directorate of education said in a circular on
Friday.
Semester systems will be followed in these classes from the new
year.

The circular said that every school will have to have 10 bagless
days in a year for students from Classes VI to VIII, ideally five
bagless days in each semester.
The detailed guidelines for implementation of bagless days will be
issued by the State Council for Educational Research and Training,
the circular said.tnn

“Goa govt has implemented NEP-2020 at the foundational stage (Balvatika 1) in 2023-2024, and at Balvatika 2 and
secondary stage (Class IX) in 2024-2025. It is decided by govt to implement NEP at middle stage (Class VI) and
Class X of secondary stage in 2025-2026,” said the circular.
Class VI will now study 10 subjects, which include languages as R1–Konkani/Marathi, R2- English, R3– Hindi/any
other language native to India including Konkani/Marathi if not opted at R1. Besides these, they will study
mathematics, science, social science, vocational education, physical education and well-being and art education
New textbooks will be introduced for Class VI in all the curricular areas.
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“Each period will be of 40 minutes duration. There will be a semester pattern. Assessment will comprise of two
components - internal component (activities, assignment, projects, etc) and external component (theory). The
internal component will be entirely assessed using the assessment rubrics. External components in the curricular
areas such as languages, mathematics, science & social science will comprise two competency-based MCQ type
semester examinations of 50 marks each,” the circular said.

External components in the skill-based subjects such as vocational education, physical education & well being
and art education will comprise two competency-based MCQ type semester examinations of 30 marks (theory)
and 20 marks practical each.

A common paper will be set by the SCERT for theory component in all the curricular areas. The evaluation of the
answer papers and result preparation will have to be done by the schools.

For Classes IX and X too there will be R1, R2 and R3 as languages. However, relaxation will be given to the students
who have opted for foreign language other than English from Class VIII. Rest of the subjects will also be the same
besides the addition of inter-disciplinary areas as a subject.

Same existing textbooks will be used in these grades. Here too, each period will be of40 minutes duration.

“There will be a semester pattern of examination for Class IX, while Class X will have an annual examination
pattern. There will be a separate passing in both the components (internal and external) for five curricular areas:
Languages, mathematics, science and social science. Science subjects will be practical along with theory as an
external component. There will be a combined passing in the skill based curricular areas: inter disciplinary areas,
art education, physical education and well being, and vocational education,” the circular said.
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PANAJI

The Directorate of   Education (DoE) on Friday announced implementation of National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020 for Class VI and X from the coming academic year 2025-26. 

While a semester pattern of two examinations will be followed for the students of Class VI,

the students of grade X will go through the annual Board examination

In a circular issued, Director Education Shailesh Zingade said that while Grade VI student

will have nine subjects with new textbooks to be introduced in all the curricular areas, the

Class X and IX will continue with ten subjects.

“It is decided by the government to implement NEP 2020 at Middle Stage (Grade 6) and

Grade 10 of secondary stage in the year 2025-26,” Zingade said, adding both the grades will

have 1200 instructional hours and 48 periods.

Zingade said that the medium of instruction for grade 6-12 will be English; however,

relaxation will be given to the existing recognized schools having other medium of

instruction. The department has assured to provide additional teachers for an increase of

workload.

While two competency-based MCQ type semester examinations of 50 marks will be held

with common paper to be set by the State Council of Education, Research and Training

(SCERT) for Class VI, the Goa Board of Secondary and Higher Secondary Education

(GBSHSE) will conduct the examination for class X.

For Class VI, the assessment will comprise of two components -- internal comprising

activities, assignments, projects, etc and external component of theory. The internal

component will be entirely assessed using the assessment rubrics.

“The external component in the curricular areas such as languages, mathematics, science and

social sciences will comprise of two competency based MCQ type semester examination of

50 marks each whereas for skill-based curricular areas such as vocational education will

have two MCQ exams of 30 marks theory and 20 marks practical each.

“The evaluation of answer papers and result preparation will have to be done by the schools,”

Zingade said.

As far as Class X is concerned, the department said that the students will have an annual

examination pattern with 80 per cent weightage to theory and 20 per cent to practical.

“There will be separate passing in both the components for five curricular areas that is

languages, mathematics, science and social science,” Zingade said while maintaining that for

the skull based curricular areas like inter disciplinary areas, art education, physical education

and wellbeing and vocational, there will be combined passing.
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The Himd 

Why is three-language policy controversial? 

D. Suresh Kumar 

Why has the Centre withhcld funds to Tanil Nadu under the Samagra Shiksha programme? When did the State adopt a two-language policy? What is its stand on mandatory imposition of Hindi? What is the central goNemment's view? How can the issue be resolved? 

The story so far: 
he Union Government has withheld 
2,152 crore in funds due to Tarmil 
Nadu under the Samagra Shiksha 
scheme for refusing to jon the Prime 

Minister Schools for Rising India (PMSHRI) initiative. While T.N. is eager to participate in the PM SHRI scheme, it staunch opposes the 
accompanying mandate to impBement the 
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. One of 
the State's core obiections to the NEP is its 
insistence on adopting a three-language formula 
in schools. Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan has rejected any 
Concessions, insisting that T.N. must align "with 
the Constitution". Chief Minister M.K Stalin, 
questioning which provision of the Constitution 
justifies such mandates, has declared that the 
State will not submit to "blackmail" or abandon 
its historically adopted two-language policy. 
What does the NEP 2020 state? 
The NEP 2020 has retained the three-language 
formula, a concept first intrOduced in the NEP of 
1968. The key difference, however, is that back 
then the NEP advocated for Hindi to be a 
compulsory language across the nation. 

thuy o25 age. I2 

Tamil Nadu. 
with its 
long-standing 
two-language 
policy, has 
consistently 
outperformed 
many other 
States in key 
education 
metrics 

Not backing down: Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin and his allies 
protest against NEPs three-language policy in Chennai on February 18. R. RAGU 

Hindi-speaking States were required to teach 
Hindi, English, anda modern Indian language -
preferably a south Indian language -while 

non-Hindi speaking States were expected to 
teach the local regional language, Hindi, and 
English. In contrast, NEP 2020 offers greater 
flexibility, technically not imposing any specific language on any State. It states that "the three 
languages learned by children will be the 
choices of States, regions, and, of course, the 
students themselves, so long as at least two of 
the three languages are native to India." This 
means, in addition to the State's language, 
children would be required to learn at least one 
other Indian language- not necessarily Hindí. 
The policy also emphasises bilingual teaching, 
particularly in the home language/mother 
tongue and English. Conspicuously, it places 
significant emphasis on Sanskrit as an optional 
choice within the three-language formula. 
Why is there opposition to this policy in T.N.? 
Tamil Nadu has long resisted the 'imposition of 
Hindi. In 1937, when the C. Rajagopalachari 
(Rajaji) government in Madras proposed making 
Hindi a compulsory subject in secondary 
schools, the Justice Party fiercely opposed it. 
Two young men, Thalamuthu and Natarajan, 
who participated in the agitation, died and 
became icons in the anti-Hindi imposition 
movement. Rajaji eventually resigned, and the 
British government withdrew the order. In 1965, 
as the deadline for adopting Hindi as the sole 
official language across India approached, the 
State witnessed violent protests that led to the 
deaths of at least 70 people in police shootings 
or self-immolations. The agitation resurfaced 
when Parliament adopted the Official Languages (Amendment) Act, 1967, and the Official 
Language Resolution, 1968, which mandated the 
teaching of Hindi as part of the three-language formula. In January 1968, the Madras Assembly, led by the C.N. Annadurai-led first Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) government, 
adopted a resolution calling for the scrapping of 
the three-language formula and the elimination 
of Hindi from the curriculum in T.N. schools. 
Since then, the State has steadfastly followed its 
two-language policy teaching Tamil and English. 

Major political parties, incuding the ruling DM 
and the principal opposition Al-Hndia Anna 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK), have 
consistently opposed any efforts to alter this 
policy. In 2019, backlash led the Kasturirangan 
Committee to remove the mandatory Hindi 
learning clause from the draft NEP. 

Why is the three-language policy seen as an 
attempt to impose Hindi? 
Political parties and activists in T.N. view the 
three-language policy as a "smokescreen" and a 
"backdoor" attempt to impose Hindi. They 
argue that, in practice, the implementation of a 
three-language scheme would inevitably lead to 
the teaching of Hindi, given the limited 
resources for providing additional language 
teachers and learning materials. Moreover, the 
Union Government and prominent BJP leadersS 
have periodically advocated for the promotion 
of Hindi. In 2019, the Union Budget allocated 
50 crore to support the appointment of Hindi 
teachers in non-Hindi speaking States. Critics 
contend the Centre's actions do not match its 
rhetoric on promoting regional languages, as 
evidenced by the lack of efforts to hire adequate 
regional language teachers in Kendriya 
Vidyalayas or to ensure south Indian languages are taught in schools above the Vindhyas. Mr. Pradhan has defended the withholding of funds to T.N., making it clear that adherence to the three-language policy is non-negotiable. He urged Mr. Stalin to rise above political differences" and criticised the State for viewing the NEP 2020 with a "myopic vision". In response, Mr. Stalin has accused Mr. Pradhan of attempting to "impose Hindi" under the guise of the NEP's policy. Mr. Stalin has vowed that, as long as the DMK and he are around, Tamil and T.N:s interests will not be compromised. 

What is the way forward? The only viable solution lies in constructive dialogue and a practical compromise between the Centre and the State on an issue like education, which was transferred from the State to the concurrent list during the Emergency. Notably, T.N., with its long-standing two-language policy, has consistently outperformed many other States in key metrics such as Gross Enrolment Ratio and reduced school dropout rates. Disagreements over teaching a third language should not be allowed to derail funding for Samagra Shiksha, a comprehensive programme for education. 
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MK Stalin, the chief minister of Tamil Nadu, has declared that the state would not be implementing the National Education

Policy (NEP) 2020. Tamil Nadu will continue to oppose the NEP even if the Centre offers to provide the state Rs 10,000 crore

in funding because, according to MK Stalin, it is not just because Hindi is being "imposed" on the state but also because of

other concerns that could affect students' futures.

“We are not opposed to any language but will remain firm in opposing its imposition. We are not opposing the NEP only for the

attempt to thrust Hindi but for several other reasons as well. The NEP is regressive. It will drive students away from schools, "

said Stalin at a Parent-Teachers Association event in Tamil Nadu’s Cuddalore. “The Centre says Tamil Nadu will get Rs 2,000

crore if the state implements the NEP. I wish to say that we will not agree to the NEP even if the Centre offers Rs 10,000 crore.

I will not allow the NEP and commit the sin of pushing Tamil Nadu backwards by 2,000 years," he added.

MK Stalin wrote a letter to Prime Minister Narendra Modi, complaining that Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan

threatened to withhold Rs 2,000 crore from a centrally sponsored initiative, the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan, unless Tamil Nadu

implemented the NEP.

In his letter to MK Stalin, Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan stated that there was "no question of imposing any

language upon any state or community" because linguistic freedom remained a basic principle of the policy. He went on to

write: "The continued opposition to NEP 2020 for political reasons deprives students, teachers, and educational institutions in

Tamil Nadu of the immense opportunities and resources that this policy offers."

The initiative was implemented to promote Hindi, not education under the name of education policy, which would be rejected

if done explicitly, Stalin had stated earlier.

Trending News

>> Bihar needs enhanced medical infrastructure: President Murmu

2/28/25, 9:19 AM Won't accept national education policy, says Tamil Nadu chief minister

https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister 2/6

381

whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
whatsapp://send?text=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
http://twitter.com/share?url=https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/wont-accept-national-education-policy-says-tamil-nadu-chief-minister
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/bihar-needs-enhanced-medical-infrastructure-president-murmu
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/bihar-needs-enhanced-medical-infrastructure-president-murmu
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/bihar-needs-enhanced-medical-infrastructure-president-murmu
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/bihar-needs-enhanced-medical-infrastructure-president-murmu
https://bestcolleges.indiatoday.in/news-detail/bihar-needs-enhanced-medical-infrastructure-president-murmu


HOME > STATE EDITIONS > DELHI

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan urges DU to become world's knowledge hub
Sunday, 23 February 2025 | Staff Reporter | New Delhi

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan urges DU to become world's knowledge hub
Sunday, 23 February 2025 | Staff Reporter | New Delhi

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Saturday urged Delhi University students to take a pledge to make the national capital the knowledge hub of the world as he awarded degrees to them at the 101st
convocation ceremony of the institute.

Emphasising the Delhi University's (DU's) role in shaping India's intellectual and professional landscape, he remarked it is not just a university but a miniature representation of India with around seven lakh students,
including from 85 countries, enrolled in direct and open learning modes.

Pradhan, the chief guest of the event, highlighted DU's legacy by mentioning eminent alumni such as former finance minister Arun Jaitley and newly elected Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta.

He stressed the importance of social skills and practices that students gain at DU and underscored the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 as a roadmap for India's global academic growth.

The Union education minister acknowledged DU's pioneering role in implementing NEP and urged the institution to lead the mission of making India a developed nation by 2047.

Expressing optimism about DU's expansion, Pradhan noted that in addition to its northern and southern campuses, eastern and western campuses are also being established under the leadership of Vice Chancellor
Yogesh Singh.

During the event, the education minister awarded degrees to 1,66,494 students digitally and personally presented medals to 10 outstanding students.

Presiding over the convocation, Vice Chancellor Singh encouraged students to embrace perseverance and stated that hard work makes even the impossible achievable.

Presenting DU's 102-year journey, he underscored the university's commitment to excellence and its responsibility in shaping future leaders. The V-C advised students to balance personal ambitions with national
interests and reminded them that deep-rooted values ensure long-term success. He also emphasized the importance of passion in teaching, urging educators to find joy in their profession.

According to the statement, a total of 623 students, including 316 males and 307 females, received PhD degrees at the convocation. Additionally, 83,902 students, comprising regular and Non-Collegiate Women's
Education Board students, were awarded degrees. Furthermore, 82,592 students from the School of Open Learning (SOL) received degrees.
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Focus on pre-primary registration, new residential
schools & NCERT-based textbooks in 2025-26
academic session
Feb 23, 2025, 01.29 AM IST

Printed from

Pune: Compulsory registration for pre-primary schools, shifting
the academic year to April-March schedule and launching three
new Vidya Niketan residential schools with dedicated extra-
curricular classes are among the key changes the state education
ministry has planned for the 2025-26 session.

Textbooks recommended for the state board schools would follow
an NCERT-based model incorporating state-specific content,
school education minister Pankaj Bhoyar said while speaking as
the chief guest at Pune Shikshan Parishad organised by Vidya
Bharati Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Sanstha and Deccan Education
Society at Fergusson College on Saturday.

Addressing concerns about lack of regulation in pre-primary education, Bhoyar stressed on the urgent need for
reform. "There is a complete lack of regulation when it comes to kindergartens or pre-primary education. They
just start anywhere. Even in row houses, you can see boards advertising kindergartens in Pune," he said.
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Bhoyar said many such institutions operated without any official permission and charged exorbitant fees from
parents under the guise of providing foundational education.

"When I investigated, I realised that these schools do not require any official approval to start operations. Parents
pay lakhs in fees, assuming their children will receive quality education. But when such schools shut down
abruptly after taking hefty donations, they turn to the govt for help. Often, we find that education officers have no
record of these schools, making it difficult for us to take any action against them," he said.

To tackle this issue, the state govt will introduce a pre-primary education policy from the next academic year. "We
are studying the kind of education that should be imparted at this level. Our experts are working on these
aspects. We want all pre-primary schools to register with the respective education officers. First, we will introduce
a law to regulate these schools, followed by detailed regulations specifying the actions to be taken against
unregistered institutions," Bhoyar said.

On the issue of residential schools, Bhoyar acknowledged that the existing Vidya Niketan schools were not in the
best condition. "We have five Vidya Niketans in Maharashtra, but they are not well-maintained. These were
originally started as residential schools. Now, we plan to improve the existing five and establish three more in
revenue divisions where they do not currently exist. These schools will be called Niwasi Gurukul," he said.

Pune: Compulsory registration for pre-primary schools, shifting the academic year to April-March schedule and
launching three new Vidya Niketan residential schools with dedicated extra-curricular classes are among the key
changes the state education ministry has planned for the 2025-26 session.

Textbooks recommended for the state board schools would follow an NCERT-based model incorporating state-
specific content, school education minister Pankaj Bhoyar said while speaking as the chief guest at Pune
Shikshan Parishad organised by Vidya Bharati Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Sanstha and Deccan Education Society at
Fergusson College on Saturday.
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Addressing concerns about lack of regulation in pre-primary education, Bhoyar stressed on the urgent need for
reform. "There is a complete lack of regulation when it comes to kindergartens or pre-primary education. They
just start anywhere. Even in row houses, you can see boards advertising kindergartens in Pune," he said.

Bhoyar said many such institutions operated without any official permission and charged exorbitant fees from
parents under the guise of providing foundational education.

"When I investigated, I realised that these schools do not require any official approval to start operations. Parents
pay lakhs in fees, assuming their children will receive quality education. But when such schools shut down
abruptly after taking hefty donations, they turn to the govt for help. Often, we find that education officers have no
record of these schools, making it difficult for us to take any action against them," he said.

To tackle this issue, the state govt will introduce a pre-primary education policy from the next academic year. "We
are studying the kind of education that should be imparted at this level. Our experts are working on these
aspects. We want all pre-primary schools to register with the respective education officers. First, we will introduce
a law to regulate these schools, followed by detailed regulations specifying the actions to be taken against
unregistered institutions," Bhoyar said.

On the issue of residential schools, Bhoyar acknowledged that the existing Vidya Niketan schools were not in the
best condition. "We have five Vidya Niketans in Maharashtra, but they are not well-maintained. These were
originally started as residential schools. Now, we plan to improve the existing five and establish three more in
revenue divisions where they do not currently exist. These schools will be called Niwasi Gurukul," he said.
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Explained: DMK-led Tamil Nadu govt vs Centre
over NEP
TNN | Feb 23, 2025, 04.00 PM IST

Printed from

The Tamil Nadu government has been refusing to participate in
the Prime Minister's Schools for Rising India (PM-SHRI) scheme,
citing concerns that the New Education Policy (NEP) is trying to
impose Hindi in the Tamil-speaking state, and accusing the center
of withholding funds to push its language agenda.
The clash is part of the ongoing conflict between the BJP-led
central government and the DMK-led Tamil Nadu government
which began after Union education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan urged the state to adopt the three-language formula. In
response, CM M K Stalin accused the Centre of imposing Hindi
and withholding Samagra Shiksha funds meant for the state.

What is the three-language policy?
The three-language formula is a policy that encourages students in India to learn three languages: their mother
tongue, Hindi, and English. It was first introduced in the 1968 National Policy on Education, but not implemented
by Tamil Nadu.

Why is Tamil Nadu protesting?
Tamil Nadu has a long history of opposing Hindi imposition. After the Constitution came into effect in 1950, non-
Hindi-speaking states, especially Tamil Nadu, strongly opposed the Union government’s move to make Hindi the
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sole official language after 1965.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s recent remarks sparked fresh criticism, as they challenged
Tamil Nadu’s decades-old two-language policy of Tamil and English.

Who said what?

The issue began on February 15 when Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan, while speaking to
reporters in Varanasi, urged the state to implement the three-language formula to ensure educational equality.

Pradhan had alleged "political motivation" as the reason for the DMK regime not agreeing to the NEP. "They have
to accept the NEP in letter and spirit," he had said.

Stalin claimed that the BJP was using the NEP not to improve education but to secretly push Hindi. “The Centre
knows it can’t directly impose Hindi without facing fierce opposition, so it uses education as a backdoor,” he said.

Stalin had accused of "blackmail" for allegedly linking the release of funds to the state's acceptance of the
National Education Policy (NEP) and the three-language formula. Sharing a video clip of Pradhan's remarks to
reporters in Varanasi on February 15, Stalin, in a post on 'X,' quoted him as saying that Tamil Nadu must align with
the Indian Constitution and that the three-language policy is the rule of law.

He also wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi requesting the release of 'Samagra Shiksha' funds for Tamil Nadu.
In his letter, Stalin expressed concern over Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan’s statement, which
suggested that the funds would be withheld unless the state adopted the three-language policy outlined in NEP
2020.
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The Tamil Nadu CM also said that he will not implement NEP even if Rs 10,000 crore is offered to Tamil Nadu.
"We are not opposed to any language but will remain firm in opposing its imposition. We are not opposing the
NEP only for the attempt to thrust Hindi but for several other reasons as well. The NEP is regressive. It will drive
students away from schools," Stalin claimed.

Apart from 'denying' financial aid to SC/ST and BC students, which is now being provided, the NEP proposed
public exams for third, fifth, and eighth standards, besides introducing a common entrance test for admissions to
arts and science colleges, the Chief Minister said.

"The Centre says Tamil Nadu will get Rs 2,000 crore if the state implements the NEP. I wish to say that we will not
agree to the NEP even if the Centre offers Rs 10,000 crore. I will not allow the NEP and commit the sin of pushing
Tamil Nadu backward by 2,000 years," Stalin said.

In response, Pradhan asked DMK to "rise above political differences for the interest of young learners." He also said
"By not implementing NEP 2020, we are depriving our students, teachers, and parents of global and pan-India
opportunities.

"Many non-BJP states have implemented the progressive policies of NEP despite political differences. NEP 2020
aims to broaden the horizon, not narrow them. I would, therefore, request you to rise above political differences
and look into the matter holistically keeping in mind the interest of our young learners," he said.

What is NEP?

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is India’s third education policy, following those in 1968 and 1986. It
aims to make education more inclusive, skill-based, and culturally rooted.
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The policy promotes foundational literacy, vocational training, and multilingual learning. The three-language
formula encourages students to learn three languages, with at least two being Indian but does not mandate
Hindi.

2/28/25, 9:22 AM Explained: DMK-led Tamil Nadu govt vs Centre over NEP - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/explained-dmk-led-tamil-nadu-govt-vs-centre-over-nep/articleshowprint/118498483.cms 4/4

389



390



391



392



393



394



HOME NEWS

Tamil Nadu has pushed back strongly against the efforts of the Union government to implement the

three-language formula as part of the National Education Policy (NEP). The State says this is an attempt

to introduce Hindi and Sanskrit through the backdoor. It has questioned the rationale behind forcing

students to learn a language that the government says is of no practical use to them.

The latest spat between the Centre and the State began after Union Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan claimed that Tamil Nadu was going against the Constitution and that the Centre would not

Tamil Nadu rejects NEP’s three-language
formula as Hindi imposition in disguise
The State refuses to comply despite the Centre withholding Rs.2,000 crore in education funding.

Published : Feb 24, 2025 23:01 IST - 5 MINS READ

R.K. RADHAKRISHNAN

Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief Minister Udhayanidhi Stalin with TNCC president K. Selvaperunthagai, MDMK chief Vaiko, DK president K.

Veeramani, and others during a DMK-led coalition protest against the Central government’s attempt to impose the three-language policy

under NEP 2020, in Chennai on February 18, 2025.
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allocate funds to it under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan unless the State implemented the NEP. Later, in

a letter written to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin on February 21, Pradhan asserted that the

three-language policy has been the backbone of India’s education policy since 1968. “Unfortunately,

despite being part of successive education policies, it was never implemented in letter and spirit, leading

to a decline in the systematic teaching of Indian languages in schools,” Pradhan wrote.

However, irrespective of the government in power in Tamil Nadu, the State has always followed a two-

language policy and imposing a third language is considered redundant by the planners here. While the

NEP skirts around the issue of learning Hindi, it insists on including a third language. This is where the

issue gets interesting.

A look at the States/Union Territories that have chosen a third language shows that 32 States/UTs have

chosen Hindi as the third language. The second most chosen language—by 16 States/UTs—is Sanskrit.

India has 19 non-Hindi speaking States and 9 Hindi-speaking States. Three of the eight UTs speak Hindi

as a primary language.

Honest journalism. Reimagined Introducing Frontline magazine app. Enjoy

reading long-form stories with a seamless user experience.

 

Also Read | How anti-Hindi protests of the 1960s created India’s most successful regional

political movement

Addressing a meeting in Cuddalore, about 180 km south of Chennai on February 22, Stalin expressed his

anger over the union government stopping the release of funds for education amounting to Rs.2,000

crore because the State refused to implement the NEP. “If we introduce NEP, we will end up taking the

State backwards by over 2,000 years. Even if we are offered Rs.10,000 crore, the government will not

introduce NEP as long as I am the Chief Minister,” he said.

NEP 2020 stipulates a three-language policy, whereas Tamil Nadu teaches two languages, English and

Tamil. Even the All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) government had rejected the

three-language policy when it was introduced in 2020.

Interestingly, in Tamil Nadu, all the political parties are against the imposition of NEP, barring the

Bharatiya Janata Party, which is waging a lone campaign on how a three-language policy will benefit the

State. Even the BJP’s allies, the Pattali Makkal Katchi and the Desiya Murpokku Dravida Kazhagam, have

criticised the imposition of NEP on Tamil Nadu and characterised it as an infringement on State

autonomy.
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The Tamil Nadu unit of the Congress has spun it as a matter of State rights (since education is in the

concurrent list) and claimed that the BJP-run Centre was usurping State rights. Its president K.

Selvaperunthagai said that the BJP was neglecting opposition-ruled States, and that the NEP was yet

another ploy in that game. Actor Vijay, who floated a political party last year, the Tamilaga Vetri

Kazhagam, did not mince his words either. “This is fascist,” Vijay said in a press note.

DMK spokesperson Salem Dharanidharan told Frontline that the NEP goes against the concept of

language equality. What it did was push for Hindi imposition, he said. “It is very clear that the BJP’s new

NEP pushes Sanskrit in all the Hindi-speaking states, and Hindi is forced in all the non-Hindi-speaking

states. This is about dominating a culture and has nothing to do with learning a new language,” he said.

He said that the DMK had studied all the States and how the NEP was being implemented in them. From

the analysis, he said, it was clear that the motive was to impose Hindi and Sanskrit.

DMK MP Kanimozhi pointed out that German had been abruptly stopped in Kendriya Vidyalaya schools

after the BJP came to power in 2014 and Sanskrit promoted in its place, despite German language being

only an option like Sanskrit. At the time, educationists pointed out that German would have been more

useful to students in the globalised economy than Sanskrit.

Now, the union government is tying the release of Samagra Shiksha funds to NEP compliance.

Highly discriminatory

Questioning how Tamil Nadu could be penalised for fixing a language formula that works for its people,

Kanimozhi protested, saying, “When the people of a State or ethnic group resist imperial arrogance and

cultural oppression in the name of one nation, one language, they are labelled as divisive and regressive.”

Also Read | How Dravidian politics offers a bulwark against the exclusionary politics of Hindutva

The imposition of Hindi is not the only objection that Tamil Nadu has brought up regarding the NEP.

The State government also flagged problems with the structure of the NEP. Explaining this, Stalin said

that the assessment method would filter out students at various stages at the school level itself. This, he

said, was highly discriminatory. “It will keep students away from schools...because of the assessment

method the system follows in Class 3, 5 and 8.... The policy is against the concept of social justice and

equity,” he said.

Tamil Nadu set up a State Education Policy Committee in 2022, headed by the former High Court judge

D. Murugesan. Officials said that once the State adopts the recommendations of the Committee, its

progressive solutions would resolve most of the issues. The ball would then be back in the Centre’s court,

they said.
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Haryana government implements three language
formula in state schools, move lauded
TNN | Feb 24, 2025, 09.02 PM IST

Printed from

AMBALA: The Haryana government has implemented three
language formulas in the schools under the Board of School
Education, Bhiwani, in consonance with the mandate of New
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in Class IX and X.
The order in this regard was issued by Pankaj Agarwal, Haryana
government’s principal secretary (PS) for school education
department on February 20, 2025.

As per the order, the students of Class IX and X will have to
mandatory study English and Hindi languages, while for third
language, they will have option of selecting one language among
three i.e. Sanskrit, Punjabi or Urdu. Other mandatory subjects
include Mathematics, Science, and Social Science. These students

will have the option of selecting one subject among vocational subjects, physical education, drawing, music, etc.
The order also clarifies that the new subject combination shall be applicable in Class IX from academic session
2025-26 and will subsequently be applicable for both Class IX and X from academic session 2026-27.
Punjabi teachers and language promotion society laud Haryana government decision
On Monday, the Punjabi teachers and language promotion society (PTLPS) of Haryana expressed gratitude to the
government for this decision. Society’s state president Harjeet Gill, patron Pooran Singh Badech, state convener
Naib Singh Mander and senior vice president Gurdeep Singh thanked Haryana chief minister Nayab Singh Saini,
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education minister Mahipal Dhanda and PS Pankaj Agarwal and director of secondary education Jitendra Kumar
on behalf of all language teachers.

Haryana has now become the first state to implement the three-language formula as proposed in the NEP 2020.
According to the society, this policy will enhance students’ moral values and increase job opportunities for them
both in India and abroad.

They also emphasized that language options should always be replaced by another language and not by
vocational or other subjects. The organization urged the government to ensure that the three-language formula
is implemented in all CBSE-affiliated schools in Haryana, making it mandatory for students of Class IX and X to
study three languages.

Call for additional reforms

PTLPS general secretary Sunil Goel pointed out that while teachers of other subjects have already received
promotions to lecturer posts, Punjabi teachers have been waiting for their promotions for a long time. He
demanded that they be promoted based on merit at the earliest.

Additionally, Goel urged the government to introduce the CBSE curriculum for Punjabi in Haryana Board schools
from Class IX to XII, as it is more structured and aligned with students’ interests. He also requested that Punjabi
textbooks be made available in all government schools before the new academic session begins.

PTLPS demanded that districts with a significant Punjabi-speaking population—including Panchkula, Ambala,
Kurukshetra, Yamunanagar, Fatehabad, Sirsa, Karnal, and Kaithal—must have Punjabi teachers and lecturers in all
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government and private schools. They also urged that these districts be prioritized in the upcoming teacher
transfer drive.

Furthermore, they called for arrangements to introduce Punjabi as a subject from Class III in these districts in
accordance with the National Education Policy (NEP).
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CBSE-i was an initiative by the board to offer an
internationally benchmarked curriculum that emphasized a
more inquiry-based, skill-oriented, and global approach to

education

as those affiliated to the

board in India, according to

officials. The Central Board

of Secondary Education

(CBSE) is in process of

firming up plans to introduce

the curriculum from 2026-27

academic session and a

meeting has been called this

week to discuss further

before a draft is rolled out in public domain.

Last week, Union Education Minister had chaired a meeting where

CBSE was directed to prepare a detailed action plan with modalities of

establishing and implementing the global curriculum.

"The global curriculum is part of a broader reform plan aligned with the

new National Education Policy (NEP) which aims to provide students

with greater flexibility and a globally competitive learning experience.

The curriculum will be offered by CBSE's foreign schools from 2026-27

academic session.
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"International schools which are currently affiliated to other boards will

also have the choice to offer this curriculum and the same will apply to

CBSE schools in India," a senior board official said.

This is not the first time that CBSE is venturing into an international

curriculum.

CBSE-i (Central Board of Secondary Education - International) was

introduced in 2010 as a pilot program in select schools in India and

abroad. However, due to operational challenges and limited adoption, it

was later discontinued by CBSE in 2017.

CBSE-i was an initiative by the board to offer an internationally

benchmarked curriculum that emphasized a more inquiry-based, skill-

oriented, and global approach to education. The program was designed

to cater to students in India and abroad who sought a curriculum with an

international perspective while maintaining core Indian values. It

incorporated interdisciplinary learning, research-based projects, and a

broader focus on communication and critical thinking skills.
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Sharing details about the proposed global curriculum, the official said it

will be competing for space among international boards like Cambridge

International (CI) and International Baccalaureate (IB) with a global

curriculum and pedagogy, which will be less rigid.

"The new global curriculum will also include CBSE's local curriculum as

many of its elements will be ploughed back to the national curriculum.

The idea is to have a balance of what is offered as per the NCERT

curriculum and international boards," the official said.

Currently, CBSE is not offering any international curriculum and the

international schools are affiliated to either CI, IB or Council for the

Indian School Certificate Examinations.

"The introduction of this curriculum will expand CBSE's educational

offerings, providing an additional choice for schools seeking a globally

aligned yet adaptable syllabus.

"With the finalisation of its pedagogical structure and framework in the

coming months, CBSE is preparing to re-enter the international

education sector. The April 2026 launch is expected to provide students
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with a curriculum that integrates national educational priorities with

global learning standards," the official said.
Published On Feb 24, 2025 at 04:43 PM IST
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The circular said that every school will have to have 10
bagless days in a year for students from Classes VI to VIII,

ideally five bagless days in each semester.

Goa: From this academic year, NEP
for VI, X; 10 bagless days for classes
VI-VIII
The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 will be implemented in Classes VI and X from

new academic year 2025-26, the state directorate of education said in a circular on Frid

Panaji: The National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020

will be implemented in

Classes VI and X from the

new academic year 2025-26,

the state directorate of

education said in a circular

on Friday.

Semester systems will be followed in these classes from the new year.

The circular said that every school will have to have 10 bagless days in a

year for students from Classes VI to VIII, ideally five bagless days in each

semester.

The detailed guidelines for implementation of bagless days will be issued

by the State Council for Educational Research and Training, the circular

said.tnn
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“Goa govt has implemented NEP-2020 at the foundational stage

(Balvatika 1) in 2023-2024, and at Balvatika 2 and secondary stage (Class

IX) in 2024-2025. It is decided by govt to implement NEP at middle

stage (Class VI) and Class X of secondary stage in 2025-2026,” said the

circular.

Class VI will now study 10 subjects, which include languages as R1–

Konkani/Marathi, R2- English, R3– Hindi/any other language native to

India including Konkani/Marathi if not opted at R1. Besides these, they

will study mathematics, science, social science, vocational education,

physical education and well-being and art education

New textbooks will be introduced for Class VI in all the curricular areas.

“Each period will be of 40 minutes duration. There will be a semester
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pattern. Assessment will comprise of two components - internal

component (activities, assignment, projects, etc) and external

component (theory). The internal component will be entirely assessed

using the assessment rubrics. External components in the curricular

areas such as languages, mathematics, science & social science will

comprise two competency-based MCQ type semester examinations of

50 marks each,” the circular said.

External components in the skill-based subjects such as vocational

education, physical education & well being and art education will

comprise two competency-based MCQ type semester examinations of

30 marks (theory) and 20 marks practical each.

A common paper will be set by the SCERT for theory component in all

the curricular areas. The evaluation of the answer papers and result

preparation will have to be done by the schools.

For Classes IX and X too there will be R1, R2 and R3 as languages.

However, relaxation will be given to the students who have opted for

foreign language other than English from Class VIII. Rest of the subjects

will also be the same besides the addition of inter-disciplinary areas as a

subject.
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Same existing textbooks will be used in these grades. Here too, each

period will be of40 minutes duration.

“There will be a semester pattern of examination for Class IX, while

Class X will have an annual examination pattern. There will be a separate

passing in both the components (internal and external) for five curricular

areas: Languages, mathematics, science and social science. Science

subjects will be practical along with theory as an external component.

There will be a combined passing in the skill based curricular areas: inter

disciplinary areas, art education, physical education and well being, and

vocational education,” the circular said.
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Placing emphasis on one of

the crucial drivers of the

economy, the Union Budget

2025-26 has introduced

multiple initiatives to

transform the education

sector by factoring in

challenges such as

inadequate infrastructure,

limited digital learning

opportunities, and shortage

of skilled educators.

It aims to equip students with

the knowledge, skills and

values that help them grow

personally and professionally

and contribute to the well-

being of society.
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This article will delve into the impact of the budget on the sector,

skilling and outcome, with a focus on preparing students for the evolving

job market, expanding digital access and strengthening higher education

institutions.

Substantial allocation

The outlay for the Ministry of Education is Rs 1.28 lakh crore, ~6% hike

from the previous year's Budget Estimate. The Department of Higher

Education has received Rs 50,078 crore, while school education has been

allocated Rs 78,572 crore. The jump in allocation is expected to benefit

the sector, enabling the government to implement new initiatives and

improve existing ones.
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Key announcements

1. Expanding digital learning opportunities: The BharatNet project will

provide broadband connectivity to all government secondary schools

and primary health centres in rural areas, bridging the digital divide

and enhancing access to online learning resources for all, including

students from rural and disadvantaged areas.

2. Digital learning resources: The Bharatiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme will

provide digital Indian language books for school and higher education

students, making learning material more accessible and improving

subject comprehension.

3. National Centres of Excellence for Skilling: Five centres will be

established in collaboration with global experts to design curricula,

train instructors, develop a skills certification framework and conduct

periodic reviews. The initiative is designed to equip the youth with the

skills needed to drive the 'Make in India, Make for the World' vision.

4. IIT infrastructure expansion: The student capacity at 23 IITs has

doubled over the past decade, i.e. from 65,000 to 1.35 lakh. Additional

infrastructure will be developed in five IITs established after 2014,

allowing 6,500 more students.

5. Expansion of medical education: As many as 10,000 new seats will be

added in medical colleges and hospitals next fiscal, helping achieve

the target of 75,000 additional seats over five years.

Investments in research and innovation
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The PM Research Fellowship programme will award 10,000 fellowships

over the next five years to support advanced technological research in

IITs and IISc, with increased financial assistance. Additionally, 50,000

Atal Tinkering Labs will be established in government schools over the

next five years to nurture curiosity, scientific thinking and innovation.

Emphasis on digital education

Digital education is in focus, with the government announcing plans to

provide broadband connectivity to all government secondary schools and

primary health centres in rural areas enabling students to access online

resources and participate in online learning programmes.

Initiatives for skilling

India's Skill India Mission, driven by the Ministry of Skill Development

and Entrepreneurship, is equipping youth with industry-relevant skills

through programs like Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY)

and Jan Shikshan Sansthan (JSS), bridging the skill gap and paving the

way for a self-reliant future.

AI for education gets a boost with Rs 500 crore outlay

Advt
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A new Centre of Excellence (CoE) in AI for Education, with an outlay of

Rs 500 crore, will be established with focus on advancing research in AI

and its applications in the sector, aiming to develop personalised

learning models, automated assessments and AI-powered tutoring

systems. The Centre will collaborate with leading educational

institutions, research organisations and private companies to create

customised AI-driven solutions for the sector.

Bolstering the STEM ecosystem

The government has proposed a few initiatives to strengthen India's

science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) ecosystem.

Investments in new infrastructure for the recently established IITs and

expansion of IIT Patna will create opportunities contributing to a pool of

qualified professionals in emerging sectors.

Overall, measures such as BharatNet and focus on digital education,

innovation and research will improve access to quality of education. The

focus on vocational training and skilling will promote inclusivity, equality

and empowerment in rural and urban areas alike, thereby contributing to

economic growth and development.
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CBSE's draft norms for conducting class 10 board
exams twice: Key details
TIMESOFINDIA.COM | Feb 25, 2025, 08.52 PM IST

Printed from

NEW DELHI: Central Board of Secondary Education on Tuesday
approved draft norms for conducting Class 10 board exams twice
a year from 2026.
The board will the new norms in the public domain after which
stakeholders can submit their feedback till March 9 following
which the policy will be finalised.

As per the draft norms, the first phase of the exams will be
conducted from February 17 to March 6, while the second phase
will be conducted from May 5 to 20.
According to the draft, both examinations will be conducted on
full syllabus. However, practical or internal assessment will be
conducted only once.

The new draft states that same centres will be allotted for both editions. The examination fees will also be
enhanced.

"Both the examinations will be conducted on full syllabus and the candidates will be allotted the same
examination centres in the two editions. Exam fees will be enhanced and collected for both exams at the time of
application filing," a senior board official said.

2/28/25, 9:21 AM CBSE's draft norms for conducting class 10 board exams twice: Key details - Times of India
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"The first and second editions of the board exams will also act as supplementary exams, and no special exams will
be conducted in any circumstances," the official added.

CBSE has announced plans to implement multiple board exams annually, allowing students to take their exams
twice and retain their best score. This reform aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which
emphasises flexibility and a student centric approach.

The move also supports NEP’s goal of inclusivity, accommodating students facing challenges such as exam
anxiety or illness. Providing multiple attempts ensures students from diverse backgrounds have a fair chance to
showcase their abilities. CBSE is also scaling up teacher training to ensure a smooth transition toward this
progressive assessment model.
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The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) will introduce two-tier difficulty levels—Standard and Advanced—for

Science and Social Science in Class 9 from 2026, following approval from its Governing Body.

According to reports, the Board’s Curriculum Committee had earlier proposed offering these subjects at two levels. With the

Governing Body, the highest decision-making authority, now approving the proposal, it will come into effect for Class 9

students next year and for the Class 10 Board examinations in 2028.

For the Class 10 Board exams in 2028, students may either have a single question paper with additional questions for the

advanced level or separate papers for the two levels, according to a source who preferred to remain anonymous.

The decision aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which suggests that all subjects and their assessments,

starting with Mathematics, could be structured at two levels, allowing students to opt for some subjects at a standard level and

others at a more advanced level.

Additionally, a source noted that the introduction of advanced-level Mathematics and Science could benefit students preparing

for entrance exams such as the Joint Entrance Examination (JEE). “At present, many students enrol in coaching classes

because the school syllabus is not considered sufficiently advanced for entrance exam preparation,” an official explained.

Since the 2019-20 academic year, Mathematics has been the only subject offered at two levels in Class 10. While both Basic and

Standard Mathematics follow the same syllabus, they differ in terms of the complexity of questions in Board examinations.
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With Science and Social Science set to be offered at two levels from next year, the National Council of Educational Research

and Training (NCERT) has been assigned the task of developing new textbooks. These will include an additional section with

material for students opting for the advanced level, a source confirmed.
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This will be applicable to all education boards in the state,
he added

subject.

The move came after the

AAP government accused the

BJP-led Centre and the CBSE

of dropping Punjabi from the

list of subjects for Class 10 in

the new draft norms for

biannual board exam format

and dubbed it as a "well-

planned conspiracy" against Punjab and Punjabi.

Punjab Education Minister Harjot Singh Bains said his department has

issued a fresh notification stating that Punjabi will be a main subject in

Class 10 in the state and if Punjabi is not a main subject in any school,

then the certificate will be considered null and void.

This will be applicable to all education boards in the state, he added.

Addressing the media here, Bains slammed the Central Board of

Secondary Education (CBSE) for allegedly dropping Punjabi from the list

of subjects as he referred to its draft examination policy.
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"It is a well-planned conspiracy against Punjab, Punjabi and Punjabiyat,"

he alleged.

The minister said in the CBSE's draft norms, science, maths, social

science, Hindi and English are the main subjects of Class 10. The regional

and foreign languages are in one group while the rest of the subjects are

in the other group, he said.

Bains further claimed that Punjabi was removed from the regional

languages.

"It means Punjabi is not the main subject. The main regional language

has been finished," he alleged.

They (Centre) kept foreign languages like Thai, German, French, etc.,

but they forgot to mention Punjabi, he said.

Asserting Punjabi is well-spoken language in many states, including

Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,

Maharashtra and West Bengal, Bains said such an important language

has great culture and history.
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"Punjabi is not just a language; it is a symbol of our rich cultural heritage,

spoken and cherished by millions across the country," he said, adding

that the current situation was an attempt to erase Punjabi from the

educational landscape.

Bains hit out at the Punjab BJP for terming this issue as a "clerical

mistake".

"They played with the emotions of Punjab and rubbed salt into the

wounds," he said.

Bains said he has written to Union Education Minister Dharmendra

Pradhan, seeking to know what action it will take for the "clerical

mistake".

The minister said the state government issued a fresh notification with

immediate effect whereby Punjabi will be the main subject for Class 10

under any education board in the state.

"If Punjabi is taught without being the main subject, then the certificate

will be considered null and void," he said.
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Bains further said the Punjab government will come out with a new

education policy.

An expert committee in this regard will be formed, he added.

Meanwhile, the Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) also strongly opposed the

alleged removal of Punjabi from the regional language list by the CBSE

for 10th and 12th standard students and demanded its immediate

restoration.

In a statement released here, former education minister and senior SAD

leader Daljit Singh Cheema said it was shocking to see that the CBSE

working under the Union government had "removed" Punjabi as a

regional language option for the students.

He said that Punjabi had earlier been removed as a regional language

option in Jammu and Kashmir also.

The SAD leader said Punjabi is a widely spoken language in the country.

Cheema said the removal of Punjabi as a regional language option

amounted to discriminating against Punjabis settled in different states in

India.

"It was very strange that the Centre was adopting such a discriminatory

attitude towards Punjabi language," he said.>
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CBSE allows branch schools for Classes up to 5, releases new
guidelines
CBSE's decision to allow branch schools from Bal Vatika to Class 5 aims to improve access to
primary education. The guidelines outline requirements for infrastructure, staff, and eligibility, in
line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
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In Short

CBSE allows branch schools from Bal Vatika to Class 5 under new rules

Applications open on SARAS 6.0 Portal from the 2026-27 academic session

Schools must meet staff and infrastructure requirements for affiliation

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), in the latest notification, has
introduced new affiliation rules that will permit the affiliated schools in designated areas
to establish branch schools under the same name and affiliation number. These schools
will be granted to have classes conducted from Bal-Vatika (pre-primary) to Class 5, while
the main institution will continue to operate Classes 6 to 12.

ADVERTISEMENT

The affiliation committee's recommendations led to the decision and approval of the
Governing Body and Controlling Authority.

The revised guidelines require the branch schools to maintain independent resources,
including separate physical infrastructure accompanied by the teaching staff and
support personnel.
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The updated regulations have defined the eligibility criteria for school staff.
Headmasters and teachers must possess qualifications recognised by the National
Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) and related experience. As per CBSE's notification
of 2022, there must be a special educator to be appointed.

CBSE has also notified that the branch schools can only be opened in areas where land
requirements for schools have been relaxed under Chapter 3 of the affiliation Bye-Laws
2018.

Schools meeting the eligibility criteria can submit applications through the SARAS 6.0
portal starting from the academic session 2026-27. 
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35% schools in India enrol less than
50 students, have just one or two
teachers: PRS analysis
At least 35 per cent of schools across India enrol fifty or fewer students and have just o

two teachers, according to an analysis by think-tank PRS Legislative Research. As per N

Aayog, 36 per cent of government schools in India had fewer than 50 students and ne

per cent had fewer than 20.

New Delhi, At least 35 per cent of schools across India enrol fifty or

fewer students and have just one or two teachers, according to an

analysis by think-tank PRS Legislative Research. As per NITI Aayog, 36
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"These schools had just one or two teachers. Smaller
schools, which usually have few teachers, present several

issues. According to the NEP (2020), this leads to teachers
teaching multiple grades and subjects, including those

subjects they may not be adequately qualified in," said the
analysis report released on Tuesday.

per cent of government

schools in India had fewer

than 50 students and nearly

10 per cent had fewer than

20.

"These schools had just one or two teachers. Smaller schools, which

usually have few teachers, present several issues. According to the NEP

(2020), this leads to teachers teaching multiple grades and subjects,

including those subjects they may not be adequately qualified in," said

the analysis report released on Tuesday.

"Moreover, teachers spend a large portion of their time attending to

administrative tasks, which affect teaching hours. The NEP adds that

smaller and isolated schools are difficult to manage. They also lack

infrastructure such as labs and libraries," it added.
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As of 2022-23, 16 per cent of teaching posts for grades 1-8 were vacant.

Vacancies were significantly higher in--Jharkhand (40 per cent), Bihar (32

per cent), Mizoram (30 per cent) and Tripura (26 per cent).

The Standing Committee on Education, Women, Children, Youth and

Sports (2023) highlighted the need to expedite teacher recruitment by

states and recommended states to form an Autonomous Teacher

Recruitment Board to ensure transparency in recruitment.

"As of 2023-24, around 12 per cent of teachers from primary to higher

secondary levels lacked professional teaching qualification. According to

the Ministry of Education (2023-24), 48 per cent of teachers at the pre-

primary level were unqualified," the report said.
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CBSE allows affiliated schools to establish branch schools for Balvatika to Class 5 to

address space shortages, effective from 2026-27.

CBSE eases rules for pre-nursery schools under NEP
from 2026-27
By Sanjay Maurya, New Delhi

Story continues below advertisement

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has introduced new rules allowing

schools already affiliated with the board to set up “branch schools” with classes from

Balvatika to Class 5 in a bid to address the issue of shortage of space.
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Story continues below advertisement

Under the Affiliation Bye-Laws (Branch School)-2025, schools affiliated with CBSE can

apply to establish branch schools, within the same city as the main school, from the 2026-

27 academic session.

The decision was taken to address the shortage of land and space to run Balvatikas, a

preschool designed to prepare children aged between 3 and 6 years for formal schooling

by focusing on play-based learning as envisioned in National Education Policy (NEP)

2020, CBSE chairperson Rahul Singh told HT.

“The new bye-laws are for those schools which are facing space issue, especially in urban

areas to run Balvatika classes. Now, they existing affiliated schools would be allowed to

CBSE eases rules for pre-nursery schools under NEP from 2026-27
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run branch schools from Balvatika to Class 5,” Singh said.

According to CBSE’s circular, existing affiliated (main) schools will have classes from 6 to

12 and the branch schools will have classes from Balvatika to Class 5. Additionally, the

schools must be affiliated with the national school board.

Story continues below advertisement

Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan (KVS) which runs central-government run Kendriya

Vidyalayas (KVs) introduced Balvatika for preschool education in the academic session

2023-24, with classes running for three hours a day, on a five-day week basis.

According to the latest circular, main schools will be allowed to establish a branch school

under the same name, affiliation number and the same management, but with a separate

set of resources in terms of physical and academic infrastructure, and teaching and

supporting staff.
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Both schools will have a common website with a section dedicated to the branch school,

the circular said.

Sudha Acharya, principal of Delhi-based ITL Public School and executive member of

National Progressive Schools’ Conference (NPSC) said most of the private schools

affiliated to CBSE in Delhi run classes from nursery, Kindergarten (KG) to Class 12.

Story continues below advertisement

“Delhi is yet to implement NEP 2020. If the new Delhi government starts implementing

NEP-2020, we have to start Balvatika 1, 2, and 3 for children aged 3 to 6 and we need

space for that. The new bye-laws allow us to start branch school for students till Class 5

and run the main schools for students enrolled in Class 6 to 12,” Acharya said.
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The Hindu 

Should a third language be compulsory? Why is the Union governMent delaving funds under the Samagra Shiksha Abhivan to Tamil Nadu? When was the three-language policy first introduced and what did it mandate? What are the chalkenges in having extra language courses in government schools? 

EXPLAINER 

Rangarajan, R 

The story so far: 
here has been a tussie between 
the Centre and the Tamil Nadu 
government over the 
three-language formula in schoois under the New Education Poicv 

(NEP), 2020. The Union gOvernment has 
indicated that it needs to be compied 
with for release of funds tied to the 
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. However, the 
Tamil Nadu government views it as a 
'smokescreen' for Hindi imposition and 
insists that it would continue with its 
two-language policy. 
What are constitutional provisions? 
The Constitution provides that Hindi is 
the official language of the Union. English 
was originally meant to continue as the 
offcial language for 15 years from the 
Commencement of the Constitution (till 
1965). However, the Official Languages 
Act, 1963 provides for the continued use 
of English, in addition to Hindi, for all 
ofhcial purposes of the Union without any 
time limit. The legislature of a State may 
adopt any one or more of the languages in 
use in the State or Hindi as the official 
language(s) for official purposes of that 
State. 

Further, the Constitution provides that 
it shall be the duty of the Union to 
promote the spread of the Hindi language 
So that it may serve as a medium of 
expression for all the elements of the 
composite culture of india. 

What is the three-language policy? The three-language formula was furst 
introduced in the NEP of 1968. This policy 
and the Official Language Resolution, 1968 mandated the teaching of Hindi as a 
language in non-Hindi speaking States. 
There were protests against the same in 
Tamil Nadu and it has steadfastly followed its two-language policy of teaching Tamil and English in its government schools. 

Firm stance: A protest against the three-language policy, in Chennai, on February 18. PTI 

The NEP, 2020 has retained the 

three-language formula albeit with a key 
difference that it doesn't impose any 
language on any State. It specifies that the 
languages to be learnt will be the choice 
of States, regions and the students, so 
long as at least two of the three languages 
are native to India. 

What are the issues? 
The Annual Status of Education Research (ASER) Conducted regularly by renowned NGO Pratham leaves much to be 
improved upon with respect to learning 
abilities. The report of 2022 indicates that close to 60% of students in Class V could 

not reada Class II level text. The report of 
2023 reveals that 25% of youth in the age 
group of 14-18 years could not read a Class 
Il level text fluently in their regional 
language. More than 40% of this age 
group could not read sentences in 
English. The learning outcomes in 
foundational numeracy skills like 
subtraction and division is equally poor. 

As per the report on 'Analysis of 
Budgeted expenditure on Education' 
prepared by the Ministry of Education, 
Government of India, in 2022, out of the 
total revenue expenditure on elementary education estimated at 3.03 lakh crore 
(2019-20), 15% is spent by the Centre 

while 85% is spent by the States. The total 
expenditure on elementary, secondary, 
higher and technical education by the 
Centre and States combined hovers 
around 4-4.5% of the GDP as against the 
target of 6% set out in the NEP 2020. 
Thus, the expenditure on education is yet 
to reach the desired levels. 

What can be the way forward? 
While English is not a native language, its 
proficiency has helped us in becoming 
globally competitive in various service 
industries. India is a multi-lingual country 
and the objective of learning more Indian languages in schools in desirable. 
However, the existing issues of learning 
outcomes coupled with constraints on 
resources require that the efforts of 
government run schools should be 
focused on improving the teaching of the mother tongue/local language and 
English, apart from foundational 
numeracy skills. Even in private schools 
where a third language is taught till 
Standard VII, there is limited proficiency being attained by the students in such 
language. 

The 2011Census data reveals that 
approximately 26% of India is bilingual 
and 7% is trilingual. The corresponding figures for urban areas are 44% and 15%, 

against 22% and 5% for rural areas. 
With rapid urbanisation and migration of labourers across the country, this number is bound to increase in the forthcoming Census, indicating that the young and adult population would learn additional languages according to their needs. There must be a constructive dialogue between the Centre and the Tamil Nadu governmnent to ensure that funding is not delayed. 

Considering the share of expenditure borne by the States as well as regional diversities, there also needs to be a productive discussion on providing more autonomny to the States in policy matters relating to school education. Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer and author of Polity Simplited'. Views expressed are personal. 

THE GIST 

The three-language formula 
was first introduced in the NEP 
of 1968. This policy and the 
Official Language Resolution, 
1968 mandate the teaching of 
Hindi as a language in 
non-Hindi speaking States. 

The ASER report of 2022 
indicates that close to 60% o 
students in Class V could not 
read a Class Il level text. The 
report of 2023 reveals that 25% 
of youth in the age group of 
14-18 years could not read a 
Class Il level text fluently in 
their regional language. 

The 2011 Census data reveals 
that approximately 26% of 
India is bilingual and 7% is 
trilingual. The corresponding 
figures for urban areas are 44% 
and 15%, as against 22% and 
5% for rural areas. 
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No Language Imposition Under NEP; Education Must Be Global Yet
Rooted In India: Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan At India
TV Conclave
February 28, 2025 Passionate in Marketing

 0  134

Session by Dharmendara Pradhan at India TV Speed News Education Conclave

The Minister revealed that from 2026, Class 10 board exams will be held twice a year to reduce academic stress, with CBSE finalising

guidelines based on stakeholder feedback.

New Delhi, 27th February 2025: Union Education Minister, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, today attended the Education Conclave,

organized by India TV Speed News at the Scope Convention Centre, Pragati Vihar, New Delhi. 

Speaking at the session, Shri Pradhan highlighted the transformative vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which aims to

integrate global best practices while preserving India’s linguistic and cultural heritage. He reiterated that the NEP prioritises education in

mother tongues to enhance comprehension and cognitive development, ensuring a more inclusive and effective learning environment.

Addressing recent concerns, he clarified that NEP does not impose any language but rather promotes multilingual education to strengthen

3/3/25, 9:17 AM Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan Highlights NEP 2020 Reforms at Education Conclave - Passionate In Marketing
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critical thinking skills among students. “India has thousands of languages, and all Indian languages are equally important. By not

implementing NEP, we are depriving students, teachers, and parents of global opportunities,” he stated.

Reflecting on five years of NEP implementation, the Union Education Minister acknowledged the challenges posed by the COVID-19

pandemic but emphasised that the government had effectively utilised this period to lay a strong foundation. “Previously, early education

lacked an institutional framework. With NEP, we have formalised it through Bal Vatika, ensuring holistic development, skill-based learning,

and interest-driven education from the foundational years,” he added.

Shri Pradhan also addressed the recently proposed reform of conducting Class 10 board examinations twice a year, set to be introduced from

2026. He underscored that the initiative aligns with NEP 2020’s vision to reduce exam-related stress and provide students with an

opportunity to improve their scores. “This reform is widely appreciated, with nearly 99% of people supporting it. It aims to de-stress

students and make examinations a tool for learning rather than pressure,” he said. He further informed that CBSE has placed the draft

guidelines in the public domain and will finalise them based on feedback from stakeholders. 

Discussing the role of emerging technologies in education, the Minister highlighted the increasing significance of artificial intelligence (AI)

and digital literacy. He emphasised that integrating AI into education is a critical step in preparing students for the future and ensuring that

they are equipped with the skills needed to compete globally. “The government is committed to fostering an education system that embraces

both hands-on skills and digital proficiency to create well-rounded learners,” he noted. 

The conclave also featured insightful discussions with policymakers, university vice-chancellors, EdTech leaders, and education experts on

key issues, including the impact of education policies on future generations, the growing trend of Indian students studying abroad, and the

evolving role of coaching institutes in mainstream education.  

The event by India TV Speed News reaffirmed the collective responsibility of all stakeholders in shaping an inclusive, skill-driven, and

globally competitive education system to help prepare India’s youth to become global citizens with 21st-century knowledge and skills.

  Post Views: 160
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The Minister revealed that from 2026, Class 10 board exams will be held twice a year to reduce academic stress, with
CBSE finalising guidelines based on stakeholder feedback.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan reaffirmed that the National Education Policy (NEP) does not impose any

language and emphasized the need for education to be global while staying rooted in India. He also announced that

starting in 2026, Class 10 board exams will be conducted twice a year to ease academic stress, with CBSE finalizing

guidelines based on stakeholder feedback. He made these remarks at the Education Conclave organized by India TV

Speed News.

Speaking at the session, Pradhan highlighted the transformative vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which

aims to integrate global best practices while preserving India’s linguistic and cultural heritage. He reiterated that the NEP

prioritises education in mother tongues to enhance comprehension and cognitive development, ensuring a more inclusive

and effective learning environment. Addressing recent concerns, he clarified that NEP does not impose any language but

rather promotes multilingual education to strengthen critical thinking skills among students. "India has thousands of

languages, and all Indian languages are equally important. By not implementing NEP, we are depriving students, teachers,

and parents of global opportunities," he stated.

Reflecting on five years of NEP implementation, the Union Education Minister acknowledged the challenges posed by the

COVID-19 pandemic but emphasised that the government had effectively utilised this period to lay a strong foundation.

“Previously, early education lacked an institutional framework. With NEP, we have formalised it through Bal Vatika,

ensuring holistic development, skill-based learning, and interest-driven education from the foundational years,” he added.
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Pradhan also addressed the recently proposed reform of conducting Class 10 board examinations twice a year, set to be

introduced from 2026. He underscored that the initiative aligns with NEP 2020’s vision to reduce exam-related stress and

provide students with an opportunity to improve their scores. "This reform is widely appreciated, with nearly 99% of

people supporting it. It aims to de-stress students and make examinations a tool for learning rather than pressure," he

said. He further informed that CBSE has placed the draft guidelines in the public domain and will finalise them based on

feedback from stakeholders.
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Discussing the role of emerging technologies in education, the Minister highlighted the increasing significance of artificial

intelligence (AI) and digital literacy. He emphasised that integrating AI into education is a critical step in preparing

students for the future and ensuring that they are equipped with the skills needed to compete globally. "The government

is committed to fostering an education system that embraces both hands-on skills and digital proficiency to create well-

rounded learners," he noted.
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan addresses
India TV Speed News Education Conclave.
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New Delhi: Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on Thursday
addressed the India TV Speed News
Education Conclave and talked about the
language war triggered by Chief Minister
MK Stalin in Tamil Nadu. He said the Tamil
Nadu CM is waging a language war based
on imagination, as there is no provision for
imposing Hindi on any state in the National
Education Policy (NEP). As per the NEP,
teaching should be done in the mother
tongue only, and there is nothing called
imposing another language. Pradhan said
MK Stalin is indulging in this kind of politics
to hide his governance deficit.

Dharmendra Pradhan on language
war with Tamil Nadu

Dharmendra Pradhan said Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's main focus is always to
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promote the mother tongue and not to
impose any other language. He said the
NEP also recommends that Tamil should
be taught in Tamil Nadu.

He slammed MK Stalin for saying to wage
another language war and said the Chief
Minister is living in another world. He
added that PM Modi is the first Prime
Minister to promote the Tamil language in
Singapore. He stated that Tamil is the
oldest language in India, and we organised
Kashi Tamil Sangam to promote the Tamil
language.

NEP doesn't impose Hindi on any
state: Pradhan

To answer the question of whether the NEP
imposes Hindi on any state, Dharmendra
Pradhan said there is no such provision in
the NEP. He noted that many countries,
such as Japan, Israel, and China, are
encouraging innovation and research in
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their mother tongue so that the students
can develop their critical thinking.

Know all about India TV Speed
News Education Conclave

With a major focus on education policies
for future generations, India TV Speed
News organised a day-long Education
Conclave on February 27 in the national
capital. The prime objective of the conclave
is to facilitate constructive discussions on
enhancing India's education landscape, to
develop solutions for a more accessible,
fair, and structured education system and
to address challenges faced by students
and educators in the evolving educational
ecosystem.

Various panellists, including policymakers
and educationists, vice-chancellors of top
universities and officials from UGC, AICTE,
NTA, NCERT, IITs, and IIMs, are part of the
day-long panel discussions at the event.

The main topics that are being covered
during the conclave include the impact of
education policies on future generations,
the growing trend of Indian students
studying abroad, the evolving role of
coaching institutes in education and the
strategic initiatives to strengthen India's
education system.

Read all the Breaking News Live on
indiatvnews.com and Get Latest English
News & Updates from Education
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

CBSE to roll out two-tier
science and social science for
Class 9 in 2026, Board exam in
2028
In the Class 10 Board examination in 2028, the two subjects could either
have one question paper with an additional set of questions for the
advanced level, or different question papers for the two levels, said a
source.

Written by Abhinaya Harigovind Following

New Delhi | Updated: February 27, 2025 10:35 IST

The decision to offer science and social science at two levels aligns with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

(File photo)
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In a major shift approved by its Governing Body, the Central Board of Secondary Education

(CBSE) will introduce two-tier difficulty levels – standard and advanced – for science and

social science subjects in Class 9 from 2026.

As first reported by The Indian Express on December 4, 2024, the national school Board’s

Curriculum Committee had decided to offer the two subjects at two levels. The Board’s

Governing Body, its highest decision-making authority, has now approved the proposal,

paving the way for its implementation in Class 9 from next year and for the Class 10 Board

examination in 2028.

In the Class 10 Board examination in 2028, the two subjects could either have one question

paper with an additional set of questions for the advanced level, or different question papers

for the two levels, said a source who did not wish to be identified.

The decision to offer science and social science at two levels aligns with the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which recommends that ‘all subjects and corresponding

assessments, beginning with Mathematics, could be offered at two levels, with students doing

some of their subjects at the standard level and some at a higher level.

Also read | Two levels of CBSE subjects — opportunity or limitation?

Further, a source added that having the option of studying mathematics and science at a

higher level could benefit students planning to appear for entrance tests like the Joint

Entrance Examination. “Currently, because the school curriculum is not considered advanced

enough to help students prepare for entrance exams, they end up enrolling in coaching

classes,” an official said.

Since 2019-20, Mathematics is the only subject CBSE offers at two levels in Class 10. While

both Standard and Basic Mathematics share the same syllabus, they differ in the complexity of

questions in Board examinations.

With science and social science set to be offered at two levels in Class 9 next year, the National

Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has been tasked by the CBSE to devise

new textbooks for the two subjects with an additional section containing material for the

advanced level, a source said.

For all classes, the NCERT is in the process of bringing out new textbooks that align with the

National Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023. New textbooks for classes 1 and 2

were released in 2023, while those for classes 3 and 6 were out in 2024, and books for classes

2/28/25, 9:13 AM CBSE to roll out two-tier science and social science for Class 9 in 2026, Board exam in 2028 | Education News - The Indian Ex…

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/cbse-science-social-class9-2026-board-exams-9853233/ 2/3

484

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/cbse-plan-pick-from-standard-or-advanced-social-science-and-science-in-classes-9-10-9702997/
https://indianexpress.com/article/education/cbse-plan-pick-from-standard-or-advanced-social-science-and-science-in-classes-9-10-9702997/
https://education.indianexpress.com/news/cbse-board-exam-dual-examinations-for-class-10-in-2026-2491180
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/two-levels-of-cbse-subjects-opportunity-or-limitation-9729975/
https://education.indianexpress.com/boards-exam/cbse-12th-board-overview


4, 5, 7 and 8 are set to be made available this year for the 2025-26 academic session. The new

textbooks for class 9 are expected to be available ahead of the 2026-27 session, the source

added.

Students will be required to choose one of the two levels for science and social science in Class

9, the source said, adding that the CBSE is considering giving them the option of switching

levels even in Class 10.

A pilot of this proposal for science and social science at two levels is being conducted in 30

schools, with these schools assessing students internally at these two levels based on their

choice, the source said, adding that the pilot is meant to gauge the response to the proposal.

TAGS: CBSE
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ETV Bharat / State

Buckling Under Exam Pressure, Children Speak Their Heart

Out; Experts, Teachers Advise To Take It Easy

With board exams half way through in Odisha, ETV Bharat's Narayan Sahoo, takes a look at

issues affecting class ten students in and around Cuttack

Students coming out of examination centre in Cuttack after appearing matriculation exams (ETV Bharat)

7 Min Read

By ETV Bharat English Team
Published : Feb 27, 2025, 4:34 PM IST

Cuttack: Sukanya Rath was chirpy and happy as she walked out of the examination centre on

day one of the board examinations for class ten students that began on February 21. "I did

well, the paper was too easy and I was fully prepared. Just that time management was a little

tricky," she said upbeat and hopeful about the next paper a day later.

Binod Moharana, another student who came out of the centre, seemed a little nervous. Ask

him how he fared and he shied away, mumbling, "not good, just ok types."
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Moharana comes from an humble background and his father, a farmer, has sold his

farmland to facilitate Binod's education. He does not want to disappoint his family as they

have pinned a lot of hopes on him. "I am not stressed because I want to soar high in career. I

am afraid, I may not be able to live up to my parents' expectations. They want me to be an

engineer and take care of the family," he expresses. Hardly a 15-year-old, Binod carries the

burden of hopes his parents have on him.

Shivangi Kuanr is an exception. "I have done as much as I had prepared. I cannot study like a

book worm and for me academics is a stepping stone to a bright future, not the end of the

world. I want to perform well, but certainly not to become a topper or 100 out 100 scorer,"

she boisterously says with her parents by her side.

Among the millions of students appearing the class ten examinations under the Odisha

Government's Board of Secondary Education, there are many who fare exceptionally well,

some average and others who do not perform their best. Important as exams are perceived

as, it is natural for students - whether performers or not-so-good performers, to be anxious

and tensed during examinations. But not to an extent that these tests become the defining

factor of a life which is barely 15 or 16 years old.

80 per cent students have anxiety issues

Be it inflating percentages year on year, headache of clearing entrance exams, the

increasing level of competition and other factors, all of it lead to exam stress and anxiety

among students. A National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) survey

2022 had stated that around 80 per cent students in Classes 9-12 have anxiety issues before

exams and results time.

Agree or no, parents with high expectations, competitive peer pressure, workload, the

perceived importance of exams for future opportunities, and teachers who only talk of

grades and rankings make things difficult for a student ultimately leading to stress.

Accumulated stress turns volcanic and erupts in many unimaginable ways, warn experts.
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Students coming out of examination centre in Cuttack after appearing matriculation exams (ETV Bharat)

According to Neuropsychiatrist, Dr Samrat Kar, many students visit him for counselling

during exams. While some have trouble sleeping, others face exam anxiety, a few sweat for

no reason, and others say they don’t remember anything during exams. "Students are

anxious and so are their parents. Many times I have noticed parents comparing their child

with someone who scores better and that remains etched on the minds of the children. This

is a syndrome, parents need to shed off more than the children," he advises.

Nuclear Family Affects

Dr. Kar explains the other reasons. The shift towards nuclear families is also contributing to

the mental stress among students. "Earlier, in joint families, the academic pressure was

shared among many members in one household, some of who understood even though not

all, easing the burden on the student," he says. Today, the child is under constant vigil of

parents. "This affects and pressurises the child who goes to extremes - studies without

sleep, proper food, or hydration leading to anxiety.

Radhika Samant was admitted to hospital a day before her exams. Doctors said, it was

nothing but weakness and nervous breakdown. Though she could not express her feelings,

her friends said she was seen too worried. "We had never seen Radhika being tensed for

exams. But in the last few days, she stopped communicating and became an introvert. All

that she kept saying was, she has to score high, lest her parents would send her to their

native place," the friends stated.

Though symptoms of stress start showing, the child may not be aware. "There are times

when the children do not wish to go the exam centre on the day of the exam. The parents

should ensure that the child should not be forced to an extent that making him or her
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normal will be difficult," Dr. Kar warns. He advises students to change their way of life, think

positive and be calm. One examination cannot define the purpose of life, so it is wise to

prepare well in advance and take it easy.

Thankfully, Radhika appeared in the exams and her parents said, she has been doing well.

Handling forgetfulness

Many students forget the material they painstakingly study during exams, which only affects

their stress level and in turn affects performance. Dr. Kar has an advice : "Relax before the

exam by ensuring a light sleep of six to seven hours the night before, avoid fasting on the

exam day, and have a positive attitude, have the confidence to do well." In case a student

does not fare well in one exam, he or she should not dwell upon it rather focus on

performing better in subsequent exams, he quickly adds.

Mobile Use Could Affect Preparedness

A modern challenge a student faces is the overuse of mobile phones. Most children spend

four to six hours a day on their phones, with some even using them as a study tool.

However, Dr. Kar warns that mobile phones can cause a lot of confusion during and before

exams.

The expert recommends that students take regular breaks during study sessions in a 3:1

ratio (45 minutes of study followed by a 10-15 minute break) to help alleviate stress and

maintain focus.
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Samrat Kar, Neuropsychiatrist (ETV Bharat)

Recognizing the Symptoms of Excessive Mental Stress

Inability to sleep, loss of appetite, pervasive sadness, thoughts of a bleak future, fear of

failure and of being judged, disinterest in studies, frequent sweating, and a pounding heart

are some of the symptoms to watch out for in students. In extreme cases, students may get

overwhelmed not to go the exam centre.

NEP Rules May Prove A Boon

To shed the academic pressure off the students' shoulders, Union Education Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan had announced that from the 2025-26 academic session, students in

classes 10 and 12 will have the option to appear exams twice a year. This initiative, part of

the new National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which will soon be a reality, aims to reduce

academic pressure by giving students a second chance to perform well. The new format is

expected to benefit students and give them an opportunity to excel.

Rising Number of Student Suicides!

Of late, cases of student suicides are on the rise and the reason in most cases is

performance related. While the exact number of student suicides in Odisha is unknown,

there are consistent reports of such tragedies before exams or after results are declared. As

per a LANCET study, published in September 2024, India reported 1, 70,924 suicides in 2022,

out of which 7.6% were by students and 2248 suicide deaths were attributed to exam failure.

Based on the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) data, a report ‘Student suicides: An

epidemic sweeping India’ released on August 28, 2024 stated that while the overall suicide
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cases rose by 2% annually, student suicides went up by 4%, let alone the under-reported

cases.

“Over the past two decades, student suicides have grown at an alarming annual rate of 4%,

double the national average. In 2022, male students constituted 53% of the total student

suicides. Between 2021 and 2022, male student suicides decreased by 6% while female

student suicides increased by 7%,” the report said.

What Do Teachers Say About Exam Stress?

Teachers, who mould the students into balanced human beings are a worried lot too. Ajay

Kumar Jata, a teacher at Cuttack Saraswati Shishu Mandir, said students often lose temper in

a state of anxiety. "Some are nervous as soon as they step into the exam centre, while others

sweat and cry after getting the question paper. Financial concerns and family issues further

compound their anxiety which indicate that they are under pressure to perform. But my

advice to all the students would be to appear the exams without any thought about marks.

If they are prepared, they will fare well," he advises.

Receiving power of students also differs. One may do well, another may not and it is

imperative on parents and teachers to not compare any of them, he adds.

(Names of the students have been changed to maintain anonymity)
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Tamil Nadu

‘No question of imposing Hindi under NEP’: Union
Minister Sukanta Majumdar
As we step into an era of rapid digital transformation, our education system must
evolve to meet the demands of the future.

Union Minister of State for Education Sukanta Majumdar (File photo | PTI)

Express News Service

Updated on: 28 Feb 2025, 9:24 am 1 min read

KARAIKAL: Mentioning the National Education Policy 2020 having
redefined “our education landscape”, Union Minister of State for Education
Sukanta Majumdar on Thursday dismissed claims of the three-language
policy under the NEP imposing Hindi, saying that there’s no place for it.

Addressing the gathering at NIT-Puducherry after inaugurating a staff
residential quarters and the Coastal, Offshore, Riverine, and Estuary
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(CORE) Research Laboratory of the Department of Civil Engineering on
campus, Majumdar said, “Education and technology are the driving forces
of development.

As we step into an era of rapid digital transformation, our education system
must evolve to meet the demands of the future. The NEP 2020 has redefined
our education landscape by promoting holistic and multidisciplinary
learning.”

Later at an interaction with media persons, the Union minister on the Tamil
Nadu government’s opposition to the three-language policy under the NEP
remarked, “The main opposition is from Tamil Nadu.” Tamils can choose
any language as part of the three-language formula. There is no place for
Hindi Imposition, he added.

Follow The New Indian Express channel on WhatsApp 

Download the TNIE app to stay with us and follow the latest

National education policy Hindi Language
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The quality of teaching 
KRISHNA KUMAR 
TAMIL NADU'S REFUSAL to adopt the three 
language formula has irked the Cenre. Atwo 
language policy has been in place in Tamil 
Nadu for decades, and there is no ground to 
say that it is going to change anv time soon. 
The three-language policy is also not new, and 
its own record is rather chequered, even in 
states where it has been in place for a long 
time. In the Hindi belt of the north. there is 
no instance of the use of this formula to in 
troduce children to a contemporary language 
of another state. You can't findeven a private 

school in, say, Uttar or Madhya Pradesh where 
Punjabi or Tamil has the status of a third lan 
guage under the haloed formula. 

In the post-Independence history of our 
system of education, language has consis 
tently remained a strangely controversial is 
Sue. One reason is that language has been per 
ceived mainly as a medium of instruction, 
rather than as a means to think and express 
oneself during childhood. Not just the word 
"medium", but the other word in that phrase, 
"instruction" is also interesting and loaded 
with history- that of colonial days whened 

ucation was believed to consist of instruction 
alone. The idea that children learn better 
when they feel relaxed emerged well after 
the mid-20th century in educational theory. 
It influenced systems of education in 
European countries when serious attempts 
were made to improve teacher training and 
school curriculum to accommodate the new 
perspective on language teaching. In our 
cOuntry, however, the idea that children use 
language to explore the world around them 
was not recognised as an important faCtor of 
educational reform. The system remained 
tied to the old perception that teaching ises 
sentially instruction, and its impact depends 
on the medium chosen for it. 

Of course, this is not the whole story of 
the language "problem".Until quite recently. 
policy circles in education were acutely avware 
of the history of this problem. After 
Independence, language was perceived as a 
key factor to be addressed for the goal of na 

That's the issue to be debated, not adoption 
of the three-language formula 

Debates in the early decades 
of Independence typically 
focused on national 
integration, pedagogic 
appropriateness, and the 
egalitarian goals of the 

Constitution. For this, the 
dominance of English 
medium private schools was 
a considerable factor 

although their number was 
quite small at the time. 
Many eminent politicians of 
the north had anticipated a 
gradual decline of the status 
of English. All sides saw 
language as a medium, and 
so did policy makers and 
teacher trainers. This reality 
did not change even as the 
political struggle over 

language proved divisive 
and detrimental to 
children's interests. 

tional integration. In fact, the history of this 
perception goes further back. As 
Independence came closer, the issue became 
charged with contestation and claims. IfIndia 
is to havea "national" language, which one 
will it be? This question was debated in the 
Constituent Assembly.Arelated question was 

that of the official language of the Union gov 
ernment Neither of thetwo questions proved 
simple or easy to resolve. There were no ob 
vious answers, although many leaders of the 
freedom movementhad thought there were. 
Their attempt to build a consensus was 
fraught with issues simmering within the 
language they had assumed tobe the answer 
to India's quest for a national language. Like 
any other language, Hindi had more than one 
variety, and the struggle within its politico 
literary world was quite intense if not bitter. 

No arena was more active thaneducation 
for the debate over language. Debates in the 
early decades of Independence typicaly fo 
cused on national integration, pedagogic ap 
propriateness, and the egalitarian goalsof the 
Constitution. For this, the dominance of 
English-medium private schools was a con 
siderable factor although their number was 
quite small at the time. Many eminent politi 
cians of the north had anticipated a gradual 
decline of the status of English. All sides saw 

anguage as amedium, and so did policymak-
ers and teacher trainers. This reality did not 
change even as the political struggle over lan 
guage proved divisive and detrimental to chil 
dren's interests. By the 1980s, it had become 
clear that the wisest thing to do inpolitics was 
to leave language alone. 

This equilibrium was rather tender and 
also ineffective. It was maintained under the 
"three-language formula"-- an early inven 

are now Surfacing. Let us remenber tnat 
CABE was the only formal instrument aVall 
able for building consensus andkeepiis 
everybody in touch with what washappen 
ing ineducation. Reading the archial record 
ofCABE debates is like absorbing the history 
of our system of education. The solutions 
that CABE offered were not mandatory or f 

nal, but a rare awareness of vwhatwill work 
and what will not. 

Advisory Board of Education (CABE), This re 
markable forum had served India since the 
1920s to resolve many difficult debates con 
cerning the practice of federal governance 
in education. This forum has been in disuse 
Over the recent past, and the consequences 

In the context of language education, the 

real impasse is not over this or that formula. 
but over standards. While science and math 
ematics have been encroached by coaching 
institutions, no one bothers about the stan 
dards of language teaching. Many states have 
now made the teaching of English compul 
sory from the beginning in government 
schools, but that has made little difference 
to the standard of teaching and children's 
ability to use it. Teachers' own command 
over English is often quite limited, even in 
Andhra Pradesh where a radical move has 
been made to make English the medium of 
instruction. In the old days, the Hyderabad 
based institute for English had theresources to work with teachers of state schools all over the country. It is a pleasant memory noW. 
What is flourishing everywhere isthe hu 
ness of lovw-budget private schoolswho im. 
press poorer parents by Claiming o be fully 

Not just English, the standardsof teach. ing in Hindi are no better. Indeed, Hindi is special victimof the convention tha forces i to serve asacultural preserver rather than as a means of learning different subiects with pleasure and satisfaction. Indeed, several other Indian languages share this fate in thei respective states. The long-term benefits of 
One major indicator of this s the decline in 

tion that carried the approval of the Central learning a language well are also 

decining, ghabits. Reading is reading taught from the earliest grades, b but schools failto bitual readers. 

The writer is former NCERT 
director 
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No Language Imposition Under NEP; Education Must Be Global Yet
Rooted In India: Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan At India
TV Conclave
February 28, 2025 Passionate in Marketing

 0  134

Session by Dharmendara Pradhan at India TV Speed News Education Conclave

The Minister revealed that from 2026, Class 10 board exams will be held twice a year to reduce academic stress, with CBSE finalising

guidelines based on stakeholder feedback.

New Delhi, 27th February 2025: Union  Education Minister, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, today attended the Education

Conclave, organized by India TV Speed News at the Scope Convention Centre, Pragati Vihar, New Delhi. 

Speaking at the session, Shri Pradhan highlighted the transformative vision of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which aims to

integrate global best practices while preserving India’s linguistic and cultural heritage. He reiterated that the NEP prioritises  education in

mother tongues to enhance comprehension and cognitive development, ensuring a more inclusive and effective learning environment.

Addressing recent concerns, he clarified that NEP does not impose any language but rather promotes multilingual education to strengthen

3/3/25, 9:30 AM Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan Highlights NEP 2020 Reforms at Education Conclave - Passionate In Marketing

https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/no-language-imposition-under-nep-education-must-be-global-yet-rooted-in-india-education-minister-dhar… 1/2

499

https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/
https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/category/education-student-engagement/
https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/category/education-student-engagement/
https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/author/passionate-in-marketing/
https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/author/passionate-in-marketing/
https://pimwp.s3-accelerate.amazonaws.com/2025/02/Session-by-Dharmendara-Pradhan-at-India-TV-Speed-News-Education-Conclave-e1740732394429.jpeg
https://pimwp.s3-accelerate.amazonaws.com/2025/02/Session-by-Dharmendara-Pradhan-at-India-TV-Speed-News-Education-Conclave-e1740732394429.jpeg
https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/
https://www.passionateinmarketing.com/


critical thinking skills among students. “India has thousands of languages, and all Indian languages are equally important. By not

implementing NEP, we are depriving students, teachers, and parents of global opportunities,” he stated.

Reflecting on five years of NEP implementation, the Union Education Minister acknowledged the challenges posed by the COVID-19

pandemic but emphasised that the government had effectively utilised this period to lay a strong foundation. “Previously, early education

lacked an institutional framework. With NEP, we have formalised it through Bal Vatika, ensuring holistic development, skill-based learning,

and interest-driven education from the foundational years,” he added.

Shri Pradhan also addressed the recently proposed reform of conducting Class 10 board examinations twice a year, set to be introduced from

2026. He underscored that the initiative aligns with NEP 2020’s vision to reduce exam-related stress and provide students with an

opportunity to improve their scores. “This reform is widely appreciated, with nearly 99% of people supporting it. It aims to de-stress

students and make examinations a tool for learning rather than pressure,” he said. He further informed that CBSE has placed the draft

guidelines in the public domain and will finalise them based on feedback from stakeholders. 

Discussing the role of emerging technologies in education, the Minister highlighted the increasing significance of artificial intelligence (AI)

and digital literacy. He emphasised that integrating AI into education is a critical step in preparing students for the future and ensuring that

they are equipped with the skills needed to compete globally. “The government is committed to fostering an education system that embraces

both hands-on skills and digital proficiency to create well-rounded learners,” he noted. 

The conclave also featured insightful discussions with policymakers, university vice-chancellors, EdTech leaders, and education experts on

key issues, including the impact of education policies on future generations, the growing trend of Indian students studying abroad, and the

evolving role of coaching institutes in mainstream education.  

The event by India TV Speed News reaffirmed the collective responsibility of all stakeholders in shaping an inclusive, skill-driven, and

globally competitive education system to help prepare India’s youth to become global citizens with 21st-century knowledge and skills.

  Post Views: 160
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Three-language policy: Why Tamil Nadu and the
Modi govt are fighting over what kids should learn

Synopsis
The Indian government has stopped funding Tamil Nadu's Samagra Shiksha scheme due to the state's refusal to adopt the 2020 New
Education Policy. Tamil Nadu’s Chief Minister has asked the Prime Minister to release the pending funds. The issue centers on the three-
language formula, which Tamil Nadu views as an attempt to impose Hindi.

The central government has withheld Rs 2,152 crore in funds meant for Tamil

Nadu’s Samagra Shiksha scheme, citing the state’s refusal to implement the

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M K Stalin

raised concerns over the decision in a letter to the Prime Minister, demanding the

release of the funds meant for supporting the Right to Education (RTE) Act.

Language Policy at the Core of the Dispute

The disagreement between the Centre and Tamil Nadu stems from the three-

language formula under the NEP. While the central government argues that the

policy enhances employment opportunities for youth across regions, Tamil Nadu sees it as an attempt to impose Hindi.

The state follows a two-language policy, teaching only Tamil and English, and has a long history of opposing the

imposition of Hindi.

Historical Debate on Language in Education

Discussions on language policy in education have been ongoing since Independence. The University Education

Commission of 1948-49, chaired by Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, highlighted the complexities surrounding the issue. The

Commission recommended Hindi as the federal language while recognising the need to continue using English for

administrative purposes until Hindi became widely accepted.

Three Language Policy
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Evolution of the Three-Language Formula

The Radhakrishnan Commission first proposed a three-language formula to promote inter-provincial understanding.

This was later adopted in the National Education Policy of 1968 and retained in subsequent policies, including NEP

2020. According to the current policy, states and students can choose three languages, with at least two being Indian

languages. However, the policy does not mandate Hindi specifically.

Centre’s Changing Stance on Education

Historically, the Centre has maintained that education falls under the Concurrent List, giving states control over policy

implementation. In 2004, then Human Resource Development Minister Arjun Singh stated, “The role of the Central

Government in the matter of the implementation of the three-language formula is recommendatory.” BJP leader and

former HRD Minister Smriti Irani reiterated in 2014 that states had autonomy over curricula.

However, the Ministry of Education has now linked the release of Samagra Shiksha funds to the implementation of NEP

2020, effectively pushing states toward compliance. This shift has intensified tensions between the Centre and Tamil

Nadu, with the latter maintaining its stance against the three-language formula.

(You can now subscribe to our Economic Times WhatsApp channel)
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CBSE's draft norms for conducting
Class-10 board exams twice: Students
welcome move
​ With CBSE approving the draft norms for conducting Class 10 board exams twice a year fro

2026, students and school principals have welcomed the move, saying that it offers multiple

chances for improvement. The Central Board of Secondary Education on Tuesday approved

the draft norms for conducting Class 10 board exams twice a year from 2026, officials said.

New Delhi: With CBSE approving the draft norms for conducting Class

10 board exams twice a year from 2026, students and school principals

have welcomed the move, saying that it offers multiple chances for

improvement. The Central Board of Secondary Education on Tuesday

approved the draft norms for conducting Class 10 board exams twice a
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These draft norms will now be put in the public domain
and stakeholders can submit their feedback by March 9,

following which the policy will be finalised, they said

year from 2026, officials said.

These draft norms will now

be put in the public domain

and stakeholders can submit

their feedback by March 9,

following which the policy

will be finalised, they said.

As per the draft norms, the first phase of the exams will be conducted

from February 17 to March 6, while the second phase will be conducted

from May 5 to 20.Sudha Acharya, principal of ITL International School in

Dwarka, said, "This dual exam format is student-friendly as it provides

multiple options, reducing exam pressure. For instance, if a student takes

standard math in the first exam and finds it difficult, they can opt for

basic math in the second attempt and pass more easily..

She added that earlier, students had only one chance to perform well,

but now the pressure of a single high-stakes exam will be reduced.
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A Class 8 student from ITL School told PTI Video, "Since the best marks

from both exams will be considered, we can plan our strategy. I can focus

on Math, English, and Science in the first exam and other subjects in the

next one..

A Class 9 student said, "This system gives us more opportunities. If I

don't perform well in the first attempt, I can try again in the next one."

However, SV Sharma, principal of Vidya Bal Bhawan School in Mayur

Vihar, pointed out that while the new system reduces student stress, it

may increase the workload for teachers.

"Teachers will have to evaluate board papers in February, conduct and

check annual exams for lower classes in March and then oversee the

second board exam in May," Sharma explained.
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14 textbooks revised for 2025-26
Feb 28, 2025, 12.14 AM IST

Printed from

Ahmedabad: The state education department has announced
changes to 14 textbooks for Classes 1 to 12 for the 2025-26
academic year. Initially, 20 textbooks were to be revised, but due
to delays in NCERT's publication, six books will remain unchanged
for now. Additionally, textbooks for Classes 3 and 6 will not be
replaced this year due to distribution delays. The revisions in the
textbooks align with the New Education Policy (NEP), with some
undergoing chapter modifications while others are entirely new.
The Gujarat State Textbook Board has also introduced bilingual
textbooks in a phased manner.

NCERT's delay in publishing Gujarati medium books led to the
postponement of new Class 3 and 6 textbooks for mathematics, environmental science and science. Similarly,
Gujarati first and second language textbooks for Class 2 will remain unchanged. New textbooks include Gujarati
for Class 1 besides Sanskrit, Marathi and bilingual mathematics and science for Class 8. tnn
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Maharashtra: Burdened teachers

seek more time to follow

assessment framework

Story by Dipti Singh • • 3 min read

Mid-Day 94.1KFollow Followers

3d

Teachers in Maharashtra are managing multiple responsibilities,

especially during this period, from preparing for the State Secondary

Education Board’s SSC examinations to attending capacity-building

training sessions, along with various academic and non-academic

duties. Amid these tasks, the State Council of Educational Research

and Training (SCERT) has now directed state board-affiliated schools

to complete the School Quality Assessment and Assurance

Framework (SQAAF) by February 28.
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Teachers argue that fulfilling the framework’s 128 criteria requires at

least two months, yet they have been given barely two weeks. They

insist that a minimum of two months, preferably after the SSC exam

and evaluation work, is necessary to meet the framework’s extensive

requirements properly.

Currently, Maharashtra’s SSC and HSC exams are underway, with

27,894 invigilators deployed. Teachers are also handling other exam-

related duties while attending SCERT’s capacity-building training,

including National Education Policy (NEP) sessions. Although

teachers do not oppose SQAAF, they urge an extension until June-

August for a thorough evaluation. 

Mahendra Ganpule, state spokesperson for the Maharashtra School

Principals` Association said, “If the education department aims for a

thorough and accurate assessment, it must provide sufficient time.”

What is SQAAF?

The Maharashtra government recently approved the implementation

of the SQAAF to improve school education standards. Under this

framework, schools across the state will undergo periodic

assessments and be graded from A+ to C based on performance.

These grades, reflecting the quality of education, must be

prominently displayed.

A dedicated website will be launched, allowing parents to access

school ratings and related data. The newly established State School

Standard Authority (SSSA), a six-member body led by the SCERT

director, will oversee compliance with SQAAF.

Aligned with NCERT guidelines and NEP 2020 recommendations, the

framework evaluates schools on infrastructure, teaching standards,

child safety, inclusivity and gender equality. Schools must conduct

annual self-evaluations and submit data on the SSSA website,

followed by third-party evaluations every two years. The grades will

be publicly accessible, similar to the NAAC system for higher

education institutions.

“It is a self-declaration-based procedure where each school must

submit data as per SQAAF parameters. While schools will conduct

annual self-assessments, a third-party evaluation every two years will

ensure transparency and accountability. All details and guidelines

have been provided to the schools. However, it seems that every

time a deadline approaches, there are demands to push it further,”

said a senior official from the state school education department,

adding that the department is already looking into the matter.

What schools say

“Enough information has been given to the teachers to complete the

self-assessment, however, they have decided to start implementing it

pnas.org
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at a very wrong time. Teachers have invigilator duty, they have

assessment duty, teaching other higher classes apart from other

academic and non-academic tasks. We demand enough time for the

completion of SQAAF,” Ganpule said.

A principal of a school in Thane said, “The introduction of SQAAF and

the grading system aims to enhance accountability and transparency

in school education. By making this information accessible to

parents, the government seeks to empower them to make informed

decisions about their children’s education. The periodic assessments

are also expected to drive schools to improve their infrastructure,

teaching quality, and overall learning environment. But we will need

more time to do this accurately. I hope that the state government

understands our problem and considers our demands.”
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