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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during October - December 2023.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

/

e
(Dr.Akash)

Head, LDD
NCERT,NewDelhi
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DELHI

Common school syllabus and Board
not in child’s interest, CBSE tells SC

| Krishnadas Rajagopal
| NEW DELHI1

| The Central Board of Se-
condary Education (CBSE)
has objected to a plea in
the Supreme Court for a
uniform Board and school
curriculum, saying such a
move does not take into ac-
count local context, cul-
ture and language, besides
the power of individual
States to frame their own
| svilabus, curriculum and
| conduct examinations for
their schools.
. The Board said the em-
phasis should be on “flexi-
| bility for the emphasis of
local resources, culture
and ethos”. “A child can
better relate to a curricu-
Tum that is more closely re-
lated to his/her life outside
the school. Therefore, mul-
tiplicity of curricula and
other educational resourc-
es is desirable in addition
to a core common ele-
ment,” the CBSE under-

Context matters: A child can better relate to curviculum that is
more aligned with their iife outside school, the CBSE said., FILf PHOTO

scored in its reply.

States’ power

The Board said ‘education’
was a subject on the Con-
current ‘List ' of the
Constitution.

A majority - of schools
are under the jurisdiction
of the State governments.
It is for the respective
State/Union Territory go-
vernments to frame sylla-
bus, curriculum and con-
duct examinations for

their schools, the counter-
affidavit said.

The National Cwricu-
lum Framework (NCF), de-
veloped by the NCERT as
per the mandate of the Na-
tional Policy on Education,
sets the guidelines and di-
rection for the develop-
ment of syllabi and text-
books at all stages in
schools. As a follow-up to
the NCF, curriculum, sylla-
bi, textbooks and other
supplementary material

are developed by the
NCERT. The State Councils
of Educational Research
and Training (SCERTS) and
State Education Boards
either adopt or adapt
NCERT"s model syllabi and
textbooks or develop their
own based on the NCF, the
affidavit explained.
“NCERT prepares mo-
del syllabus and textbooks
for school education...
States and UTs have free-
dom to either adopt or
adapt NCERT textbooks.”
The Board was respond-

ing to a writ petition filed |

bv advocate A.K. Upad-
hyay, who argued that dif
ferent svllabus and curri-
culum by the CBSE, ISCE
and State Boards was arbi-
trary and contrary to the
Constitution.

It had sought a direction
to the Centre to implement
a uniform system (com-
mon syllabus and common
curriculum in the mother

tongue) up to Class 12. /
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Yuion Edication Minister . [N

/ Dharmendra Pradhan said
on Saturday said the ‘fusion of
Indian Jariguages and technol-

ogy will open the doors tolim-

itless possibilities for the coun-

gg{st_al_cntpqol. At thelaunchs

~wof the Bharatiya Bhasha Utsav =
*ard two-day-Technotogy and

‘Bharatiya. Bhasha Summit.
Pradhan said, "Through tech-
sology, contextualisation of
the Indiamknoivledge system
will be possible.”.
"Discussions during the
summit on language for tech-
nology, language in technolo-
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“guages. One-third of the

I

Fusion of Indian fanguage withtechnolog
will open limitless possibilities: Pradhan

=T Y ¥ Bharatiya Languages; &nd

Bharatiya Languages. -
) “India being one of the old-

an-extremely-close and insep-

nology. Scholars {rom around

“knowledge:s 1 o
Fusion of Indian‘languages

d innovation,

gy, and language throyghtech-"> and I " Pradhan said. ~ tolimitless possibililies for the
nology wauld create & strong he summit, ofganised as - talent “poo of the 'couhry,”

part of the Bharatiya Bhasha, Pracghan said. " !
Utsay, encompasses three piv-
otal-thematic sessions --
‘Technology 'FOR Bharatiya

Languages: Technology IN

‘ecosystem for “Indian lan-
‘the teachingdearning process
of Indian languages, the use of
Machine Learning, langoage

“world's coders are of Indian ori-
gin, whichis # testament Lo the
nation's prowess in technology

Technology” THROUGH .
" forIndian language scripts an
--other important aspects aver
. est civilisations in theworld has -

arable relationship with fech-

- site thé integeation of techno

. the ‘globe-have for‘centyries ~Ogy it promoting. Badratiy

‘come to understand the Tndian
“and technology will open-doors .

The tole of technology-i |

modelling for speech recogal
tion, Unicode standardisatio

also discussed ‘during thes
seSsipns, - . oz Fary
_ “Thesetheémes will emph:

asha, incldding its rale 3
teaching.” teainiig, ’ examin:
tion, and trausiating. educ
tiomal materidls. 0 oo

“The summit aims 1o faci
jtate a seamless transition fror

.-the current education ecosy:
“temn to oneTooted in Bharatiy

Languages, in line with tf
vision of NEP-2020;7a senit
Mok official said. o
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‘Gandhi and Educatmn :

Ethical values are very critical for growth of a natlon and individual. No wonder now |
there is emphasis on ethics both in the corporate sector and also in the governmental
sector. So much so now there is a paper on ethics for the Civil Services. But ethical
values can be inculcated and not learnt. They have to be internalised. They can be |
imparted through personal and exemplary conduct and not preached, but practised.
Gandhi emphasised on ethics and so does the New Education Policy

t 15 worth our while on the

eve of Gandhl's birth an-

niversary to recull his (deas

of elucation and how they
are rellected in India's New
Hducaton Policy INEP). o these
times of urtificlal intelligence
robotics and machine learning,
il may seem pechaps out dated
to revisit Gandhi's ideas of edu
catlon, but then these ate only
the carriers of the learning pro-
cess. and not the end product or
basic ehjeciives of education,

A study of Gandli's ideas of
education and the NEI' clearly
reflects a great degree of conw:
genee, In fact some of Gandhi's
ideas of edacation have been
reinforced in the NEP, The NEP,
however, is it comprehensive
and comgact policy dacument
which addresses the contempo-
rary needs of education in the
changing global context while at
the same fme (rying to preseeve
and promote India’s societal
and culiural values,

Gandht's ideas of education
stemmed from his writings \n
his autobtography, Hind Swaraj,
his writings published in Young
India and his specches, T was
launched formally n the Lacter
half of 1937 and was called Basic
Bducation, His ideas of educa-
tion promasily was based on his
ows experlence and thought
processes.

Gandhi's Basic Education
pettained to education to be
imparted to a child from the 7th
1o the T4th yesr, 1t had two bro
ad components - Pre-Basic and
P'ost-Basic education. While the
Pre-Basic education commen-
ced prior to the age of seven, the
post-Basic sducation began
from the age ol 14,

11us timeline of Baste Edu-
cation was called New Educa-
pon or Nai Talim, Tae timeline
of NEP 543+344 browdly corre
spomds to the Gandhian scheoane

e '

sis on character building. The
NEP says, “The purposs of edu

© cation systen is Lo develop gaad

numan beings capable of ratio-
nal thought and action, possess-
ing compiassion and empathy,
coprage and resilience, scienif
i temper and creative imaging
tion with sound ethical moor-
Ings and values.”

In Hind Swaray Gandhi
wrote in 1908, Ch-u.wlcr builei-
ing has the lirst
place init, and that
15 primarily educa-
tton. A building
erected on that will
Jast." Reinforcing
his firm conviction
vn character baild
ing, he wrote an
Young Indjaon 1,
June 1821, "My ex-
penence has prov-
od to my satisfuc-
tion that literary

RUP NARAYAMN
oAs

strong sense of national charac-
ter and honesty, integrity and
hard wurk

Ethical values are very criti-
cal for growth of a nation and
individual. No wonder now
there is emphasis on ethics both
in the corporate sector and also
in the governmental sector.

So much so now there is a
paper on ethics for the Civil Ser-
wces. But ethical vidues can be
inculcsted and not
learnt. They have
to be internalised.
They can be im-
parted through
personal and ex-
empliary conduct

but  practised.
Gandhi empha-
sised on ethics
and so does the
New Education
Policy.

and nut preached,”

training by itsell
wddds not an inch ta
one's moral height
and that character
building is inde-
pendent of literary

Toe wetter, 3 Farmer joint
secretary of Lok Sashy
SCCratarlat, Was 3 Seroe
hikm 4t Aoner Pan ks
atitote fur Dyhercn Sudas
C Arpdyses and a sericr
fedow of note Coundl of
S0zl Sdence Avsearch i
Tamen e bom 2023

The emphasis
of the NEP on mo-
ther tongue or
home language
finds resonance
with similar ideas

training. [n finm-
ly of the vpwnian
that the Government schools
hiawe unmanned ws, rendered us
helpless and godless. They have
filled us with dm.omem and
providing no remedy for the
discontent, have made us
despondent,” [i]0One may not
entirely agree with Gandhs, but
neither can one dismiss the
observation.

The despondency among
the most unsuccesstul and cven
successiol peaple in dilferent
echelans ol society in conten-
potary umes the wetld overto a
lurge exvent attests to the lack of
character,

THwes Jook around the coun-
iries both (n the West and the
Last o name unly a few, uLc

of Gandhi. The
NEP mentions
thar it is well understood that
young children beam and grasp
nonirivial concepls more quick-
ly in their home language!
mother tongue,

Home language is wsually
the same language as the moth-
e longue or that which s spe-
ken by local communitics,

Simiblarly Gandhi while ans-
Wenng a question as (o whether
bt consiclered English education
necessary for Home Rule, ans-
wered: “the foundation that
Macaulay laid of cducation has
enslaved us.”

Having said this, he has-
tenedTo add that he, howeyer,
did met suggest that Macaulay
had any such mtcnuon. but that

hed ke

tems which the Europeans have
discarded are the systom in
vogue among us, Their learned
men continually make changes.
We ignorantly adhere to thelr
cast-off sysgems. They are trying
each division, to improve its
awn status, Wales is o small por-
tion of England. Great efforts are
being mide (o revive knowledge
of Welsh among Welshmen. The
English Chancellor, M1 Llyod
Gearge Is taking a leading part
in the movement to make Welsh
children speak Welsh, And whit
is our condition? We write o
vach otherin Rulty English, and
From this gven our M.A are not
ree. I this state of things con-
tinues for long time posterity
will = {tis my firm opinion ~
condemn and curse us.*

The emphasis of NEP an
multilingualism and the power
of language endorse Gandhl's
thoughts and ideas.

Yet another aspect of Gand-
hi's tdea of education was his
preference for education in the
home. He wrote in his autoblog-
raphy that in January 1897 when
he landed In Durban, he had
three children with him - his
sister's ten year son, and hus two
sons ol nine and five years.

Faced with the question of
where to educate them, he wis
loath to send them hack to Indea
for he believed that young chil-
dren should not be separated
from thelr parents. He wrote,
*The education children natu
rally imbibe in a weli-ordered
househald is impossible 1o
abitain in hostels.”

He therefore decided to
keep the children with himsell
although he could not devele
all the tirne he wanted to give it
10 them

These arc only some vig-
nettes of Gandhi's ideas and
thoughts on education which
resunate in the NEP and they

hasin smtvnne hanrnm an nsee rnai
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‘Suicide prevent

Educatio

PTI NEW DELHI®, |

“Oidentifying ,students
exhibiting warning signs aiid

thase at risk'of self-hasim and
supporting ‘themn are part of
the draft guidelines prepared. -

by. the ‘Union  Ministry of

. Education for sehoolsto pre: | 3

vent student’saicides.:

With "Every Child" "
4 ‘Matters"- a5 the wanderlying”

belief in developing the guide-
lines, the draft details direc-
tions to schools for enhancing
sensitivity and tinderstanding

and providing support in case .

of reported self-harm. _

 Thedraftaccessed by PTI
also emphasises -nurturing
partnerships hetween'schools,

arents and the community, .
| fostering societal support asa

‘critical strategy forpreventing
suigides ahd reducing the
stigma associated with suici-
dalbehaviour. . = .

Discarding damaging
notions, including compar-
isonswith peers, the percep-
tion of failare as permanent
andthe sole-medsurement 6f

| success based: on’ atadenic
{ performance; Have also beern:

recommended ‘in-the draft;
besides Tocking empty: class-
rooms, lighting up dark cor-
ridors gnd cleaning gardens
-and areas with-excess growth
OF grass. il et s

The draft for UMMEED
{Understand,” - Motivate,
Manage, . Empathise;
Empower, ‘Develop) . guide-
lines.comes at a time whena
record number of students

preparing for engingering and -

medical entrance eXams in

~coaching hub Kota have com- .

mitted suicides in2023, -
oA School Weliness Team
(SWT) may be formed under

the'leadership of the School.

Principal;, where each mem;

ber of SWT is. oriented in

S-et'tmg’ up wellness teams,

" mended that depending on

ﬁg—-

~ YT PR, -

tuations.

: -..h'an:dling crisis s

“When a student displaying. .

warning signs has been iden-

tified by any stakeholder, they:

need to be reported to’the

- SWT, which takes immediate -

acti

- ‘an imporfant role in imple-
mentation of scheol activities
‘directed towards -creating
awareness about mental well-
~“heing, leading towards suicide

prevention. ‘However, SWT,

alone will not -suffice in a

= school's efforts fowards pres:

- vention of suicide and would

require the support -of all®

“stalkeholders," the guidelines
sail, ~o Gt T
# = “1t has also been recom:

“ithe sesources available with

i’ the  school, thé SWT be -
reconstituted “on ‘a ‘Tegular
basis to give allstakeholders:
in the school the opportuni-
ty to build awareness and

i S B0 “ " “their knowledge and encayr-’

capacity. ? S
- Additienally, it is impor-

~tant for the school to Teview -

‘the effectiVeness-of the SWT
and its functioning on an

said. ok 5 f
"Students ‘go “through
many transitions during their
sc¢hool life which can cause
extreme stress, for example,
transition. from home to

UResh

school,- from one school to-

another, school - to -college,
losing a parent, sibling, friend.

acon, | 1 i
- "“The SWT will also play

“annual basis, the. guidelines

vention methods in
n Ministry guidelines

nearand dearone; et
© "Along with thi
‘dren alsoexpeﬁench’chazi%‘es
‘as they progress through the
“developmental stages, leading
to concerns such as those
" related to physical changes
- ‘and -appearance, peer pres-|
‘sure; career decisions, acade-
~ mic pressure, and Mmany more.
Amidst these challenges, a
“singlé insensitive comment
has the potential to inflict
 lasting harm;” the guidelines
.- noted. A

7 "1'he;‘4‘;ir'aft;f\ur.t-he:xj recom-
~mended thatin orderto effec-
ensure appropriate and time-
1y response in situalions ‘of,

- schools muSt actively

ich includes téachers and

of students and others.
"An imiportant step . in

tively prevent suicides and
ok tovards bulding 10
acity of all smkeholders
“school staf?, students, families
“this direction is to enhance

aging peer support, organis- |
ing “activities: on a regular
basis for relaxing and reduc-
ing stress, praviding channels
for expression, . compiling
resources to - seek support,
_integrating mental well-being
in schoul functioning;icreat-
izég a safe environment. in
- school and beyond including
vigilance~at raiiway; tracks,
“river banks; bridges, cliffs,
nedicalshops; efc,” the draft |
guidelines stated. . ' - /}
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For school students, govt plans

'NEW DELHI
BER 15, 2023

to roll out ‘One Nation, One ID’

Sandhya.Nair@timesgroup.com

Mumbai: School students
will saon have their own
unique identification num-
ber; provided of course their
parents give consent.

As part of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
the Union ministry of educa-
tion has planned to create
‘One Nation, One Student [’
called ‘Automated Permanent
Academic Account Registry
(APAAR) for every student
from pre-primary to higher
education. This is in addi-
tion to the 12.digit Aadhaar
ID that every student has.

The APAARID, an Fduca-
tion Ecosystem Registry or
edulocker isto betreatedasa
lifelong ID number and will
track students’ academic
journeyand achievements. -

Theministry of education
hasdirected all states and UTs
10 bejrin the process of creat-
ing APAAR IDs for students.
"APAAR and National Credit
Framework will be the QR
codeforlearners across India.
Everyskillthey pick upwill be
credited here," said T G Sitha-
raman, AICTE chairman,

Thestate school education
department has asked educa-

» It will help track educational
progress and achievements of
students ;

» Students can digitally store
all achievements, like exam
results, learning outcomes,

! achievements in Olympiad,
sports, skill training etc

» Students can use the
credit score for their higher
education or employment

‘purpose in future

» Aadhaar number will be
masked while sharing data
with other government users
» Personal information,
such as name, address, age,
date of birth, gender and

iy L:phomgraph,‘will‘ be made

APAAR REGISTRY OF ACADEMIC FEATS

2 “ R NS xﬁ?: )
available to entities engaged in
various educational activities,
scholarships, educational
institutions

» It will make transfer from
one school to another easy

> [t will help monitor

students dropping out and
mainstreaming them. New
students entering the education
system can also be tracked

tionalinstitutivns toorganise
a meeting of parents & teach-
ers between October 16 and
18 to discuss the importance
of creatingthe APAARID.
Data captured on the Aad-
haarIDwill hethe basisof the
APAARID. School heads said
they are already struggling
toupdate the Aadhaar details
of students on the portal.
While parents’ consent will

be required, government has
assured the data will stay con-
fidential and will be shared on-
ly with government agencies,
where required. Parents who
give their consent can with-

draw it any time. After the con-

sent, it becornes the school's re-
sponsibility to upload the
same on the central Unified
District and Information Sys-
tem For Education Plus portal.
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Rawal to head NCERT’s panel
on innovative learning methods

Fareeha Iftikhar

letters@hindustant:mes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Coun-
cil of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) on Monday
notified a 14-member commit-
tee, chaired by actor and educa-
tionist Swaroop Sampat Rawal,
to address the integration of
innovation pedagogy and teach-
ing-learning material (TLM)
across subjects for classes 3 to 12.

The “Curriculum Area Group:
Innovative pedagogy and teach-
ing learning material” has been
constituted in continuation of the
19-member National Syllabus and
Teaching Learning Material Com-
mittee (NSTC) that was notified in
July to finalise the cuwrriculum,
textbooks and learning material
for these classes, the NCERT said
in a notification on Monday.

The NSTC has author and Info-

sys Foundation chair Sudha Mur-
SR, A AR S

b . s
Swaroop Sampat Rawal

thy, singer Shankar Mahadevan,
and economist and member of the
Prime Minister’s Economic Advi-
sory Council Sanjeev Sanyal as its
members. The NSTC was
extracted to further constitute at
Jeast 11 curriculum area groups in
different subject domains, and this
14-member panel was first in the
line, officials said.

“The goal of this group is to
ensure that cutting edge activity-
basad, discussion-based, project-
based, art-integrated pedagogical
methodsand innovative hands-on

AN SO I

materials are properly, seamlessly,
and enjoyable integrated into our
textbooks and teaching learning
material across school stages and
subjects,” the notification issucd
by NCERT on Monday said.
Afinalist for the global teacher
prize in 2019, Rawal is the spouse
of renowned Bollywnod actor
Paresh Rawal. Besides, the panel
also has retired IAS officer Surina
Rajan, AICTE vice-chairperson
Abhay Jere, associate professor of
Bioengineering at Sianford Uni-
versity Manu Prakash, math com-
municator VSS Sastry, and faculry
at Azim Premji University's Vija)'
Ravikumar, among others. “The
panel will submit the document (o
NSTC and NCERT by October 31"
the official said. "Tt will be allowed
to invite experts from different

fields, and review textbooks and |

teaching learning materials to
ensure adequate interaction of
innovative pedagogivs.”
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1st state edu survey on Nov. 3,
to cover 11m school students

GUNJAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, OCT. 16

The first State Education
Achievement Survey will
be conducted on
November 3 by the nation-
al assessment regulator
PARAKH and will cover 11
million students across
the country; according o
officials,
The survey aimed at
identifying areas requir-
improvement in learn-
ing will be held across
states, targeting school stu-
dents up to the block level.
It will be a precursor to the
Education Ministry’s
annual National
Achievement Survey
(NAS), which is conducted
at the district level.

Officials familiar told
PTI that it will be the first
survey conducted by the
Performance Assessment,
Review and Analvsis of
Knowledge for Holistic
Development (PARAKH),
an organisation under the
NCERT.

It is tasked with bring.
ing the school boards
across the states and the
Union territories on a
common platform.

Scheduled for November
3, SEAS (State Education
Achievement Survey) 2023
has been designed to
enhance the learning
standards for students in
Classes 3, 6 and 9.
Operating at the bloek
level, this survey encom-
passes a comprehensive

range of competencies,
spanning the foundation-
al, preparatory, and mid-
dle stages of education.

According to the offi-
clals, SEAS will represent
a distinctive and baseline
dssessment, marking a
gradual shift from rote’
learning to competency-
based education.

The adoption of compe-
tency-based learning
holds the potential to fos-
ter the holistic develop-
ment of students, they
said, adding that these
efforts are dedicated to
nurturing the well-round-
ed growth of future gener-
ations. This survev will
prove invaluable in realis.
ing this aspiration, the
officials said, — P71
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Dersn

NCERT material on Chandrayaan draws
ire for ‘mixing science with mythology’

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

Reading material suggest-
ed by the National Council
of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) on
Chandrayaan-3 for school-
children has drawn the ire
of rationalists and educa-
tionists for “mixing science
with mythology.”

They also contend that
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has been glorified in
the reading material in-
stead of Indian Space Re-
search Organisation (ISRO)
and the contribution of the
scientists. Interestingly, In-
dia is referred to as ‘Bha-
rat’ in every instance in the
17-page script. '

What is the issue?

To create  awareness
among students of the suc-
cess of Chandrayaan-3,
NCERT prepared a special
reading module for school-

Instead of creating
scientific temper, the
Union government is
trying to impose
saffron ideology, say
educationists

children and the Union
Education Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan released
it on October 17 in New Del-
hi in the presence of ISRO
chairman S. Somanath.

In the introduction of
the material, NCERT ex-
haustively quotes the
Prime Minister’s remarks,
where is cited as asking,
“Did this scientific achieve-
ment happen only now?
Didn't it happen in the
past? Didn’t people in the
past think about this?"” He
explains: “Literature tells
us that it can be traced
back through Vymaanika
Shastra: Science of Aero-
nautics, which reveals that

14

our country had the know-
ledge of flying vehicles in
those days (This book has
mind boggling details of
construction, working of
engines and the gyroscopic
systems).

Further, the reading
module narrates the myth-
ological story. “The Vedas,
the oldest of Indian texts,
makes a mention of va-
rious gods being transport-
ed on wheeled chariots
pulled by animals, usually
horses, but these chariots
could also fly.”

,Educationists and stu-
dents’ organisations have
criticised this reading mo-
dule and opined that in-
stead of creating scientific
temper in schoolchildren,
the Union government was
trying to “impose their saf-
fron ideology”, blending
mythology and science,
through NCERT.

Speaking to The Hindu,
Niranjanaradhya V.P., de-

velopmental educationist,
asked: “In the module
Prime Minister referred to
Vedas and Vimana Shastra
for today’s achievement. If
Indian vedas and mytholo-
gy indeed had a scientific
base and technology in the
ancient age, why not we
refer to that Vimana Shas-
tra and build a spacecraft
using that ancient know-
ledge?... We need to move
on to the future and propa-
gate rational and scientific
temper and critical think-
ing.”

Ajay Kamat, Karnataka
state secretary of student
organisation AIDSO, said:
“These types of unscientif-
ic arguments are the bane
of the scientific studies that
are going on in our coun-
try. It destroys the scientif-
ic spirit and logical think-

ing of students, Therefore, |

we demand the NCERT to
withdraw reading module
immediately.”

/.
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. NCERT panel
ifqr’.‘Bharagnnot
India, in books

A highlevel committee for -
¢ < \social sciences, constit-
i tedbythe NCERT torevisethe
: mmschom c:giculum, has re-

: mended replacing ‘India’
with ‘Bharat’ in mehrllgew text-
: bookaThepanelhasalsosug— :
: gested including stories of
i victories of Hindu warriors
in the s¥llabus. Calling it “too
i premature 1o comment”,
NCERT said, “No decision
¢ had been taken vet on the re-
: tommendstions.” The panel,
led by C Ilsaac, has also sug-
i gested Introducing “classical
h!story” instead of “ancient
history” in the curricutum &
¢ including Indian Knowledge
¢ Systeminthesyllabus P10 -

....................................

' No decision yet on
- replacing ‘India’ with
. ‘Bharat’: NCERT

New Delhi; A high-level committee for social
sciences constituted by the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
to revise the school curricuium has recom:
: mended replacing ‘India’ with ‘Bharat’ in new
i textbooks.‘The committee has also suggested
! including stories of victories of Hindu war-
i riorsintheschool syllabus.

- Calling it “too.premature to comment”,
NCERT said, “No decision had been taken yet
on the panel'srecommendations.”

: The committee, headed by CTTsaac, has also
¢ gugpested introducing “classical history” in-
i stead of “ancient history” in the curriculum
i and including the Indian Knowledge System in
: thesyllabusforall subjects.
: NCERT chairperson Dinesh Saklani, howev-
: ersaidnodecision had been taken vet.
: Endorsing the use of Bharat, Issac, who has
i been closely assaciated with the Sangh Parivar
i prganisationsfor the pastseveral decades, said,
“Bharat is an age-old name. The name Bharat
i has been used in ancient texts, such as Vishnu
{ Purana,whichis7,000 yearsold.”

“Bharat” appeared officially during the G20
Summit when thegovernmentsentoutdinnerin-
vites to dignitaries in the name of “President of
Bharat” instead of “President of India", The
nameplate of PM Narendra Modi during the

| summitalsoread“Bharat” instead of India.
: The panel's recommendations evoked
i strongreactionsfrom some opposition parties,
Congress general secretary KC Venugopal
* gaid: “Thev are suggesting somany things. You
. :can see how they are distorting the history of
i :India through textbooks, syllabus, and every-
i “thing... For us, India and Bharat areequal.”
: Tt shows the fear PM has of the INDIA alli-
¢ ance, His alliance partners are leaving him. In-
: steadof changingname rtsshould bemade
i tofocus on issues of jobl ess, inflation, and
i corruption,” said AAP's Privanka Kakkar.




STRIKING ANOTE.

‘Panel Suggests
Replacing ‘india’
with ‘Bharat’in

NCERT Textbooks

Recommendation made na
2022 position paper; NCERT
says premature to comment as

 textbooks still being prepared

|

l

DurPolitical Bureau i‘

New Delhi: dia' should be replaced with
‘Bharat’, victaries of Hindu kings should be
‘highlighted miore é’ndhistorysmcemdependen-
ce shiould be better ropresented In school textho-
oks, & NCERT commitiee for curriculum deve-

. - lopmentrecommended ina 2022 position paper:

Curricular committee on social sciences cha:

¢ drman and historian €1 Jssac confirmed 10 ET:
h ='ﬂm.th'e-ireéumruendaﬁdnswempendingappm

. val of the education ministry NCERT saig. it

¢ \Waspremature o comment on the matter sipce

development of new textbooks wasundersay |
et e S e did recommend repla-
P o cing’ India with Bharat in
NCERT textbooks as that was
the original name of the count-
ryfor thousands of years;asal-
¥ sorecorded by several scholars
+ dncluding in Kumarasambha.

| Position vam by Kalidas. The British

Towerds”  used theterm Indiafor roughty
development 20 ¥ears, It is important for -
of the final - children 1o be aware of this,
NCERT ~ hence: the recommendation.
textbooks  Everyoneagreed: no one in the

R SEENR committee, including NCERT

~officials who participated, objected to it. Howe
vea;‘nisforﬂreqdumtionnunlsm'andNGER'l’
1o take the finai declsion. They have not said
thatthe recommendation in the position paper
isnotaceepted,” Issac told ET. Position papers
BO Towards development of the final NCERT
textbooks expected tobe broughtoutnext year

NCERT states that since the development of
new syllabys and textbooks Is in the processand

.+ Tor that purpose varions currieulararea groups
of domain expertsare being notified by NCERT

“"So; Ui too premature to comment on the news

. ‘being flashed in the media....” NCERT posted on
X In another press statement on its Chandraya.

. an3moduleforschool children, NCER used .-

"m'a’émd'Bhamt'mqutmmumrg



'NCERT panel suggests

- THE HINDU

replacing India’ with
‘Bharat’ in textbooks

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

A high-level committee set
up by the National Council
of Educational Research
and Training to revise the
social sciences curricuium
has recommended that the
name of the country be
changed from “India” to
“Bharat” in school text-
books. With Opposition
parties protesting, the
NCERT on Wednesday clar-
ified that the proposal had
not been approved vet,
and it was “too premature”
to comment on the issue.
C.L Issac, panel chair,
told presspersons that the
panel had proposed the

. name change in textbooks

from the primary to_the
high school level.

“On the news in media
being fiashed about chang-
ing the name of India into
Bharat in all NCERT text-
books, NCERT states that
since the de ent of
new syllabus and text-
‘books is in the process and

Curricular Area Groups of

domain experts are being
notified by the NCERT. S0,
it is too premature to com-
ment on the news bein
flashed in the media on the
concerned _issue,” the
NCERT said on X.
The Opposition parties,

including the Congress,
the Rashtriya Janata Dal

(RID) and the Aam Aadmi

Oppn. parties such
as Congress, RJD,
and AAP criticise

leaders welcome it

Party (AAP), criticised the
recommendation. The BJP
leaders welcomed it.

Mr, Issac, a member of
the Indian Council of His-
torical Research (ICHR), is
a Rashtriya Swayamsevak-
Sangh (RSS) sympathiser
and was a faculty member
in the Department of His-
tory of the Kottayam-based
CMS College.

He had been with the
Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi

Parishad (ABVP) for a long
time and is currently presi- |
dent of the Bharatheeya
Vichara Kendram, a right-
wing think tank.

The committee includ-
ed senior academics such
as ICHR chairperson Ragu-
vendra Tanwar, Vandana
Mishra, Professor, Jawahar-
lal Nehru University, and
Vasant Shinde, an archae-
ologist and former Vice-
Chancellor of Deccan Col-
lege Deemed University.

Talking to The Hindu,
Mr. Shinde confirmed that
the committee had submit-
ted its proposal tofhe

NCERT four months ago...

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 12
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Ditpn

NCERT pariel suggests
‘Bharat’in textbooks

Citing an example from the Vishnu Purana, a Hin-
du text, he maintained that “Bharat” was any day
a better name for the country. “All the members
on the panel have agreed to replacing India with
Bharat,” Mr. Shinde said.

He said that it was also proposedshat the text-

- books should give equal space to all dypasties that

ruled India and not to just one or two.gJ"
L

‘Panicked reaction’

“The India-Bharat row gained momentum when

the Rashtrapati Bhavan sent out inyitations for a
G-20 dinner on September 9 on behalf of the “Pre-

‘sident of Bharat”. Political parties across India

had criticised it. The RSS, since its formation, has
been using Bharat as the name of the country.

RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat, in his address in
September, said, “Our country has been known as
“Bharat’ for ages. Whatever may be the language,
the name remains the same. We don't have to
think about whether anyone outside will under-
stand this or not. If they want to, they will, but
that is not our problem.”

Karnataka Deputy Chief Minister D.K. Shivaku-
mar called the NCERT panel’s recommendation
“wrong”, and alleged that the NDA government
forced the NCERT to take the “decision”.

“They are suggesting so many things. You can
see how they are distorting the history of India
through the textbook, syllabus, and everything... 1
didn't know about the India-Bharat thing... Forus,
India and Bharat are equal... This is not coming
from your heart,” senior Congress leader K.C. Ve-

" nugopal said.

RID MP Manoj Jha said the .name change sug-
gestion was a panickedand hysterical reaction to
the Opposition parties naming their grouping
INDIA.- e
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" NCERT includes suggestions from SFG focusing on
Indian mythology, for new texthooks

A éAditya.Wadhawan R

@timesgroup,com

heNatiopal Council for Bdu-
cational Regearch Training
(WCERY} is working to pub-
tishnew textbooks forclasses 0
XII, in tune with the objectives of
the National Curricuium Fram-
ework for School Education
(NCFSE) by considering relevant
inputs from the feedback teceived
by the state-focused groups
(SKFGs). In 2022, when the NCFSE
nandate document was finalised,
as many as 25 SFGs were formed
to facilitate state-oriented curmicu-
am. Several states and Union Ter-
ritories (UTs) were invited to give
their suggestions forthenew taxt-
books by NCERT.
Speaking to Fducation TIues,
a source in NCERT on the condi-
tion of anonymity, says, “All the
SFGs gave their inpuls and 1ele-
wvant points from each input willbe
considered while compiling the
new textbooks in varous sub-
jects. Howsver, the suggestion gi-
ven by Karnataka SFG was acade-
mically not feasible as it sugges-
1ad the negetion of evidence-ha-
g 8sed thinking as "Western' and
Moramoted obscure thinking about
the past. Hence, it was dropped in
the new textbooks."The textho-
\‘ok:. for classes 1 and I were Intro-

Karnataka SFG has been
sidelined as it stressed
discarding Indian
philosophvmsdmolbooks

duced in the 2023 session and the
remaining lextbools for senior
classes will be available by 2024.
The Utlar Pradesh SFG has sug-
gestad Vaimanik-Shastra, which
aretheinvisible planes mentioned
inlndianmymnlogymbaincludod
inthe lextbooks. Haryana SFG cal-
1ed for the inclusion of Maharishi

philosophy

A SFGs, the state curmculum
framework committees Were
formed to give sugyestions on
thedevelopmentof new text

books. Taking feedback from

different committees and
SFGs, the NCERT isadopting
a pluralistic approach in the

Kanada as the ‘father of atomic
theory and has stressed including
axcerpts from Upanishads, Gita,
Mahabharata, and Hamayana in
gchool textbooks. Guiarat has
stressed having combinad chap-
ters on astrology and astronomy.
Madhya Pradesh aims at having
chapters hightighting the essence
of Hindu mythology such as Upa-
nishads, Gita, Mahabharata and
Ramayana. Suggestions from Goa
pointed to the Wastern nature of
Indian education. * Apart from the

i pimiis |

19

educational ecosystam £00,"
adds the source. ;V




* 35-member NCERT panel to

set SST syllabus for Class 6-12

Changes Will Be Done Under New National C

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The National
Council of Educational Re-
search and  Training
(NCERT) has formed a 35
member panel to develop
syllabus and teaching-
learning material for social
sciences (SST), including
history, geography, political
science, sociology and psy-
chology. This Curriculum
Area Group (CAG) will de-
velop syllabus for Classes &
12 under the new National
Curriculum  Framework
(NCH)for school education.

After the notification of
NCF NCERT had constitu-
ted the National Curricu-
Jum Framework Oversight
Committee (NOC) and Na-
tional Syliabus and Teach-
ing-Learning Material
Committee (NSTC) on July
91. Under NSTC, Curricular
Area Groups will develop
subject-wise syllabus and
teaching-learning material
(TLM), including texthooks

THE TIMES
WEDEESDAY. N

The Curriculum Area Group on social sciences will coordinate with

OF INDIA, NEW DELH!
OVEMBER 15, 2023

Gatty images

the preparatory stage curriculum group as well as with other CAGS
as reguired to ensure continuity with Classes Ill-V

that incorporate cross-cur-
ricular themes.

The CAG on social sti-
ences will also coordinate
with the preparatory stage
curriculum group aswellas
\\fimotherCAGsasrequired
to ensure continuity with
Classes I1I-V, inter-discipli-
narity among subjects and
integration of cross-cutting
themes in social sciences.

The notification stated
that “given the need for verti-

20

cal and horizontal linkages
and integration across disci-
plines in social sciences,
both the CAGs — social s¢i-
ence-and economics — will
ensure this integration by
gharing and discussing
draftsof material prepared”.

The TOI had earlier re-
ported how NCERT had got
expertsfroma widearray of
fields on board its two com-
mittees — NOC and NSTC.
Members of NSTC include

urriculum Framework

Sudha Murthy, chairperson,
Infosys Foundation, Bibek
Debroy; chairman of the Ec-
onomic Advisory Council to
the PM, Sanjeev Sanyal,
member of the EAC, music
maestro Shankar Mahade-
van and former badminton
playerU Vimal Kumar.
ExpertsforCAGon social
sciences have been pulled in
from different institutions
across the country — Bana-
bina Brahma from Kokraj- .
har Government College
(Assam); econorist Sanjeev
Sanyal; historian Mee-
nakshi Jain, former assoei-
ate professor with Gargi col-
lege; Javaid Igbal Bhat from
department of English of
University of Kashmir; Jas:
winder Singh, assistant pro-
fessor, Guru Gobind Singh
Department of Religious
Studies, Punjabi University,
Patiala; and Swati Singh,
special education teacher,
Shiv Nadar School, Gur-
gaon, Professor Michel Da-
nino, member, NSTC is the
chairpersonof this CAG.
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Education ministry: Six non-BJp
states skipped achievement survey

| HT Correspondent
' letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELKI: Six non-BJP-ruled
states did not participate in the

national assessment regulator

education ministry said ina state-
menton Tuesday, :

Delhi, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan
andWestBengal.

The survey, aimed at identifying
areas requiring improvement in
school teaching and learning, was
carried out on November 3 to
understand the baseline perform-
ance in the development of the
competencies at the end of the
‘foundational, preparatory, and

mal_den State Educational

Achievement Survey conducted by -
PARAKH earlier this month, the -

The six states are Chhattisgarh,

THE SIX STATES
AREDELHI,
ODISHA, PUNJAB,
CHHATTISGARH,
RAJASTHAN AND
WEST BENGAL

: e stages. Ttalso assessed edu-

dents atthe block level at 3
6,and9. -

approximately 80 lakh students
from 3 lakh schools at 5,917 blocks
acrossthe nation. Tt also includes 6
ll:l]g: ’tg&:hers and more than:3
Chhattisgarh, Delhi, Odisha, Pun-

" Jab, Rajasthan and West Bengal, all

other States and UTs participated

Inthe implementation of the sup-
vey,” the ministry statement said.
HT reached out to a Delhi gov-
ernment spokesperson for a reac-,
tion but did not get one immed-
ately. Inits statement, the ministry
said the survey was condiicted In
pen-paper mode with OMR tech-
nology. “With the sucocessful exe-
cution of the State Educational
insights into the strengths and:
potential areas for enhancement
within the education system will -
be available. These insights will
form the bedrock for evidence-
based policies and initiatives
directed towards enriching the
quality of education for the sty-
dents," said Sanjay Kumar, secre- 1
education, ina statement. g
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" Education board falls to rationalise
syllabusas per NCERT, parents upset

, Lavyr MOHAN

TRIBUNE N2wE 35RVICR

DHARAMSALA, NOVEMBER 21
The parents whose children
are studying in 10+2 in the

schools affiliated with the

Himachal Pradesh Board of
School Education (HPBSE)
have flayed the board
authorities for failing  to
rationalise syllabus as per
the NCERT. They have
alleged that the HPBSE was

forcing 30 per cent extra syl- -

labus on students of 10+2
who have been appearing in
competitive examinations as
JEE or NEET.

The exira syllabus that
would not be part of the
annual exams of the CBSE
or other education boards in
the country was burdening
the students unnecessarily.
The students of the schools
affiliated with the HPBSE
would lose edge in competi-
tive examinations at the
national level due to extra
syllabus of the HPBSE, par-
ents have alleged.

Rakesh Nagpal, a resident
of Nagrota Bagwan whose son
_ is studying in 10+2 in school
affiliated with the HPBSE,
said as per the new education

policy, the NCERT had ratio-

nalised the syliabus about a
vear ago. About 30 per cent
syllabus for 1042 science
classes, including medical
_and non-medical classes, has
been reduced. However, the
HPBSE was continuing with
the same syllabus, putting
extra burden on the students.

Sanjay Suri, a lecturer n

SO~ .t Medical ~College, -

mmsaﬂmmwmmmmmm
3 WWHPBSEManrgwmsynesgﬂlab\s

: j:- andwaspulhrgeaﬁraburdenonmeswem'tm

MAYBEDONE IN NEX’I'SESSION b f":~

' the syllabus as per the

petitive edge in the national

27

}brv‘vestodfmnmaa
whose
;-dapahter in preparing for
NEET e:mnunatlom said
« that thzey have repeatedty

itten to the authontxes of

HPBSE for rationalising

'NCERT guidelines, Howev-
‘er, all their requests have

shopofsubjectenqaeﬂsm.!uh
2023. During the workshop,
“the subject experts had sug-
gested that since 40 per cent
of syllabus had been complet-
ed in schools, it would not be
appropriate to reduce any syl-
labus at this stage. Any

- changes, if required, may be

: “Dunng works 0] held recently, esub}ect done in the next session. Fur-
' expertshadsuggestedthatsmcemlégroentof e e 8
from the NTA regarding the
* syllabus had been eompleteq in _schools, ltwould rationalisation of syllabus for
“not be appropnate 1o reduce any syllabusat varmusggmpeﬁhveeamm-
: e.Any changeg,lf requured. maxbedbnein tﬁqefm, Mn\ﬁrorﬁa i;u was dedd-‘;e
: g.m inih syllabus may
e sessmn. mmm et R pmscrn)ed for students this
vear, he said,
DAV College, Kangra, said  omitted by the NCERT\wu]d He further said that' the
that National Testing Authori-  not part of entrance examina- HPBSE had decided to ratio-
ty (NTA) that conducts the tions. Bynotredumngmesyl- nalise the syllabus from the
JEE and NEET entrance tests labus, the HPBSEwas putting = next academic session: The
at the national level followthe  exira burden on the students. extra syllabus would, in fact,
NCERT syllabus, This mean This may reduce their com- increase the competitiveness
that the syllabus thathas been of students, he said.

//
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high-level committee
A‘confst‘i'tute‘d by the
L National Council of
Educational ‘Research and
Training (NCERT) to:revise

" the school curriculum for
.soctal sciences, has recom-
mended to include epics like
Ramayana and Mahabharata

in fextbooks, and to write the *

Preamble of the Constitution
on classroom walls.

‘The seven-member committee
headed by CI Issac constitug-
ed last year, vas made several
recommendations for its final,
position paper on social sci-

ences, which is a key prescrip-
tive document for faying down | ®

the foundation for the devel-
opment of new NCERT text-
books:

- The cammittee’s recommen-
dation may now be takeifinto
consideration by the 19-mem-

. ber National Syilabus and
Teaching Tearning Material
Committee (NSTC) notified in
July to finalise the curriculum,
textbooks and learning mate-
rial for-these classes, '
I'he NSTC has also recently:
formed a Curricular Area

e e et i ety et et e et et

~Group (CAG) for Social’
Science to develop Syllabi and

Teaching-Learning matecial
for the subject. '

Emphasising thatit is signifi-
cant o teach Ramayana and
Mahabharata to students in

«classes 7 to 12, Issac said the
-commiittee has insisted on
teaching epics like Ramayana.

and Mahabharata in the social

sdgncﬁyllébus to students.
“We think ‘that students in
their teenage years build their

o sei{-esgeem. patriotism and
- pride for their nation. Every

rea,r; thousands of students
gave the country and seck cit-

izenship in atlier countries
' because of the lack of patrio-:

Alism among them, Therefore,
. itjis important for them to

S
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ﬁndémtan.df th

“Although some education
boards presently teach
Ramayana to students, they
teach jt as a myth. What is a

b ' serving he added.
* ¢ Issac had earlier said that the
‘| panclhad also recommended

| racy

: nd their roots and
‘develop love for their cousntry
.and their culture” he said.

replacing the name ‘India’

= with 'Bharal' in textbooks,
®  introducing classical History'

“instead of ancient History in
« the curriculum of textbooks
for classes 3 10 12,

“““The recommendation to

include Ramayapa @nd
Mahabharata in the syllabus
- was also made earlier. The
. committee has not made any
fresh recommendations,” he
said: . 3t
. Explaining the idea  behind
recommending writing the
 Preambie of the Constitution
- ‘on the walls'of the classroomis,
 Issac said, "Our Preamble is
- noble. It gives importance to
social values including democ-
and  secularism.
Therefore, we have recom-
mended writing it on the walls
af the classrooms S0 that
_everyone can understand and
*learn from il," Tssac added
NCERT is revising the school
curriculum’ in line with the
national education policy

myth? There is no purpose of  (NEP) 2020, The new NCERT

~the education system if the -
students are not taught these
- epics, and it will aot be nation

textbooks are likely to be
ready by, the mext academic
session, 3 % .
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Teach Ramayana as part .
of history: NCERT panel

Also Wants Mahabharata, Vedas Included

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: “A  highlevel |

NCERT panel has pecom:
mended that epics Ramayana
and Mahabharata be taught
in schools as partof thehisto-
ry curriculum under ‘India’s
classical period’. The panel

_has also proposed that the:
Preambleof the Constitution
. bewrittenonclassroom walls

invernacularlanguages.
The recommendations are
partof thefinal positionpaper
onsocial sciencesand haveyet
toreceive NCERT s approval.
The seven-member pan-

el, set up last year to revise

the school social sciences
curriculum, also suggested
the inclusion of Indian
knowledge system, Vedas
and Ayurvedain textbooks.
The commitiee’s recom-
mendations for its final ‘po-
sition paper’ on social sci:
ences is a key prescriptive
document for laying down
the foundation for develop-
ment of new NCERT books.
“The panel has made rec-
ommendations for the classi-
fication of history into four
periods; - classical period,
mediaeval period, Britishers,
and modern India. Till now,
there have been only three
classifications of Indian his-
tory — ancient, medieval and
modern,” said CI Issac, & re-

tived history professor who is®

= ¢

- et 4 =i

NCERT is yet to approve th

it
o recommendations that are a part of the
final position paper on social sciences, a key prescriptive document

-

J

for laying down the foundation for development of new NCERT hooks

Non-BJP states skip edﬁgatm survey
Six non-BJP states, including Delhiand West Bengal, skipped
the first State Educational Adﬁevemen;%:vey. conducted by

assessment regulator PARAKH, which

80 lakh students

from 3lakh schools across the country. Aime atidentifying areas
requiring improvement in teaching and learning, the survey was
conducted to understand baseline performancein development
of competencies at the end of foundational, preparatory and

middle stages. ltassessed educ

ational competencies among

students at the block level in Indiaat Classes Hil, VI,and IX.

“This survey also includes 6 lakh teachers. The primary
abjective is toassess learning competencies withaprimary focus
onlanguage and mathematics," said an official. “Barring Delhi,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Punjab, Rajasthan and Bengal, all other
states and UTs participated inthe survey,” the official added. mN

neading the panel. “We have
recommended that the epics
- Ramayana and Mahabha-
rata — be taught under the
classical period,” headded.
The panel has also pro-
posed that textbooks should
give space to all dynasties
that ruled India instead of

just one or two, The panel’s
recommendation willnowbe
taken into consideration by
the 19-member National Syl-
Jabus and Teaching Learn-
ing Material Committee that
was notified in July to final:
ise the curriculum, text

hooksandlearningmaterial. /

......................................................................................................................................
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Hindu epics like Ramayana, Mahabharata
must be part of soc1al science syllabl Panel

HT Correspondent -
hwewwsehlndustantlmes com

NEW DELHI: swmo(cme'w

to 12 should be taught Ramayana
and Mahabharata as part of social

sclences, a panel of the National |

Councll of Educational Research
and Training set up to revise
school mrnculum has recom-

syllabus. We think that students in
their teenage years build their self-

pamousm and pride for
thedr nation,” Tssac said, “Although
some education boards presently
teach Ramayana to students, they

uonslmtsﬁnalposmonpapuon
social sclences, whichis akey pre-

~ scriptive document for laying
" down the foundation for the devel-
opmanolmmmbools.

<Itsmoommmdamnwﬂlmw

be considered | 19-member
.‘nationnﬁdsyﬂlabzsr:nd teaching

‘Hmduvmﬂes inthetextbools
forclasses3to12,

NCERT is revismg the school
curriculum in line with the

~ National Education Policy 2020.
_The new NCERT textbooks are
' lihelytobemadybythenextaca—

denucscsstonstarﬁng April.

~ Jearning material committee * Jyoti Arora, principal of Mount
(NSTC) notified in July to finalise Abu Public School, said including
{ . the curriculum, textbooks and epmllloeRamayanaandMaha-
NCEnTisrwkingthe school  learning material for these bharata into education extends
mmcnlummllnewitthiP . ¢lasses. The NSTC has also beyond historical facts. "These can
reanﬂz formed a curriculararea  support educators In imparting
teach itas amyth.” group for social science, crucial life skills, including empa-
The panel has also suggested lssac had earlier said the panel  thy, resillence, and ethical deci-
writing the Preamble of the Const- ~ had also suggested replacing . sion-making, Students not only
tution on the walls of classrooms,  “India” with “Bharat” intextbooks,  gain a deeper understanding of
The sever-membercommittee,  introducing “classical history” our cultural heritage, but also
-which'was constituted last year, “instead of ancient history In the  acquire practical skills that are
has made several recommenda- curriculum, and highlighting invaluable" she said,
R : 4
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Beyond history

‘The Ramayan and the Mahabharat are too
epic in scope to be taught as a single subject

Jug Suraiya

History, said motor magnate Henry Ford, is bunk, therehy
consigning history to the dustbin of, well, history.

Bur if Ford dismissed history as a has-been, NCERT is
proposing to treat the study of the pastasanever-was.

A panel has recommended ‘that the Ramayan and the

5. 85 \dahabharat should be included in the history curriculum.
If the proposal is accepted, history will be taught under four classifications -
classical period, medieval period, British era, and modern Indiza.

To seek to encompass what are the two greatest mythological epics of the
world within the limitingrubricof asinglesubject istodoadisserviceto both,
thesagas and history

History is, or ought to be, a narration of past events, rooted in time and place,
and based insofarasispossible, onfacts, taking into account the inevitable colou-

= ration of actuality by the refraction caused by the prism of time,
Mythology occupies a dimension beyond the boundaries of

Y,

2 nenttothe presentas itwastothemillennial pastof itscreation, It
e 1s also not restricted to any space or geographical
“ location, butis of universairelevance.
secondoplnl()n The Mahabhawat and the Ramavan bear
teachings not just for India and Indians, but for
all humankind. They impart profound insights into the interwoven strands of
ethicsand moralify, the obligation of dutyand the imperative of compassion,
Just one small part of the Mahabharat, a later addition to the epic, which
has become central to Indic thought. the Bhagwad Gita, has aver the centuries
inspired libraries of commentaries without exhausting the cornucopia of the
significance it holds for both the seeker of enlightenment and the individual
confronted by the everyday trials and turmeil of the commonplace.
Both eplcs demand separate study as literature, moral philosophy
metaphysics, ethics, psychology, and political science,
To bundle them up as a unitary faux-history, to historicise myth and
mythicise history, is to make a travesty of both. Or, Henry Ford-like, reduce
them both to bunk.
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‘MoS: NCERT doesn’t
differentiate between
‘India’ and ‘Bharat’

<

" Edu ministry: NCERT

Hindustan Times
T T NEWDEH
THURSDAY

DECEMBER 07, 2023

‘does not differentiate
between India, Bharat -

differentiate between the two."

e T I India’s Constitution recog%is_e; ET Correspondent m_s\{‘e said the C;';‘,I;U‘iﬁi_s :nontelf;
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA both ‘India' and ‘Bharat’as offici ettt tom ely moving away fro
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 6 names of the country which can . ) colonial mindset and encourages
i . NCERT NEW DELHI: The National Coun-  the usage of words in Bharativa
be used interchangeably. cilof E 5 g )
. T of Educational Researchand ~ bhasha (indian Janguages).
THE NATIONAI Council of dulyacknowledges this spirit as - ) - :

v Srah Constitution Training (NCERT) does not gif NCERT, an autonomous
Educational Research and enshrined in ?Ffrf Saiiha ferentiate between India and  body under the aegis of the min-
Training (NCERT) does not dif-  and does not differen c‘La = Bharat, and duly acknowledges  istry of education involved in
ferentiate between India and  tween the two,” she sai the spirit enshrined in the Con-  preparation of school curricu-
Bharat, and duly acknowledges The minister said the coun- stitution that recognises both  lum and textbooks, will also do
the spirit as enshrined in the  try is collectively moving away names, the Union ministry of  its best in furthering the same,”

_Constitution that recognises from the colonial mindsetand education informed Parliament  the minister said.

‘both, according to the Union encourages the usage of me' on Wednesday. . A high-level committee for
Fducation Ministry. words in ‘Bharatiya Bhasha Responding to questions by  social sciences, constituted by
Union Minister of State for ~ {Indianlanguages) "NCERT.. will ' CPI{M) member FElamaram the NCERT to revise the school
Education Annapurna Devisaid  also doits best in furthering the Kareem and CPl's Sandosh curriculum, recornmended in
this in a written reply toaques-  same," the minister said. Kumar in Rajya Sabha, regard-  October replacing the name
tion by CPI(M) member A high-level panel for social ing an NCERT panel's recom- India with ‘Bharat’ in textbooks.
Elamaram KareeminRajvaSabha  sciences constituted by the mendations of replacing the The recommendation trig-
regarding an NCERT panel'stec-  NCERT to revise the school cur- name India with ‘Bharat'intext-  gered & Apoliﬁca_ﬂ controversy,
ommendation to replace the  riculum had in October recom- books. Union minister of state  with the Opposition accusing the
country’s name, India, with mended that "India" should be for education Annapurna Devi  government of electoral gim-
untry:: e e s ) said, “Articie 1 of the Constitu-  micks and suggesting that the
“Bharat” in school textbooks. replaced with "Bharat" in schoo t f India states that ‘Indi h inspired by
“Article 1 of the Constitution  textbooks for all classes. The on of 'ndia states that India,  name change was inspired by
: ¢ ; : Sy take that is Bharat, shall be a Unionof  the 28-party grouping opposing
of India states that India, thatis ~ NCERT had said it was yetto Rporssy SHob g L 2 : .

! st States’. India’s Constitution rec-  the ruling BJP, calling them
Bharat, shall beaUnionof States.  acall onthe recommen : ognises both India and Bharatas  selves the Indian National Devel-
the official names of thecountry  opmental Inclusive Alliance, or
+ ,which can be used interchangea-  INDIA. However, the NCERT

bly. The NCERT duly acknowl-  maintained that no decision had

edges this spiritasenshrinedin  been taken on the panel's recom-

our Constitution and does not  mendations, “...it is too prema-

ture to comment,” it said.

"NCERT fea-1Rd &

= form, =8 faeett : ¥ foran daem 1 SR R
QA ) T & W T B NCERT 571 3
oA ¥ A IR 8 FE T devA # R aE
BT EE , AR e e S T | HE
3 g1 T o ¥ ¥ T S NCERT & ¥ §
AT § e mmmfmwm? :
e AR T T e o R e
& T 3 Fa B e e ok R
2T 3 et T & w3 A o g
T T SRR T T w9 SR
TR 2 S R TR F S A S S I &
ad = e 7, e R
wfersl NCERT 1 =3 31 &g 3 s &4 |
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