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Preface 

 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-

makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 

excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 

the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 

its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 

reference collections. 

 

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during the month of March 2026. 

 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 
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Ministry of Electronics & IT

Over 100,000 Schools have been saturated by
UIDAI’s special drive on mandatory biometric

update in Aadhaar; millions of children benefited

UIDAI Regional Offices and education departments of states
are working in collaboration with schools

Mandatory Biometric Update (MBU) drive is ongoing for six
months in mission mode across the country; MBU in

Aadhaar for children in the 7-15 age group is free for a year
since 1 Oct 2025

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 03 MAR 2026 12:47PM by PIB Delhi

In a milestone achievement, the Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has saturated
more than 103,000 schools across India and helped millions of school students complete their
mandatory biometric update (MBU) in Aadhaar at ease and comfort of their school campuses.

So far, the massive exercise has helped around 1.2 crore (12 million) school children complete their
MBU right in their schools.

UIDAI rolled out the mission mode MBU drive for school children in September 2025, after a
successful technological integration with the Unified District Information System for Education Plus
(UDISE+) application.

The integration with UDISE+ of the union Department of School Education & Literacy enabled
visibility of MBUs status of children at schools. It helped to identify children who were due for an
MBU and hold camps at schools to complete the MBU.

UIDAI Regional Offices and State Offices in the country have been working to coordinate the pro-
children exercise with all the stakeholders including the Education Departments of States & Union
Territories, district administration, schools and UIDAI’s ecosystem partners.
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At least 4000 machines are in use to execute the ongoing exercise, and UIDAI is in the process of
augmenting this number further to accelerate the pace.  

Keeping biometric updated in children’s Aadhaar helps them while carrying out authentication for
receiving benefits under various Government schemes, scholarships, wherever applicable, and
registering in competitive and university examinations like NEET, JEE, CUET etc. UIDAI has been
encouraging parents and guardians to update their children’s biometric in Aadhaar.

The mission mode MBU drive is ongoing for six months and UIDAI has made MBU in Aadhaar for
children in the 7-15 age group free of cost for a period of one year beginning October 1, 2025.

In addition to camps held at schools, children can also complete their MBU by visiting any of the
Aadhaar enrolment centres, and Aadhaar Seva Kendras across India.

****

MSZ

(Release ID: 2234902) Visitor Counter : 624
Read this release in: Urdu , हिन्दी , Bengali-TR , Bengali , Punjabi , Gujarati , Tamil , Telugu , Kannada , Malayalam
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Social Welfare

AI in Education
Building India's Talent Pipeline for Global Leadership

Posted On: 03 MAR 2026 10:36AM

Introduction

India is positioning itself as a global AI powerhouse, with rapid growth across the sector. In 2024, 89% of new startups were AI-powered, and 87% of the
enterprises are actively employing AI.  This is just the beginning – the Indian AI market is expected to grow at a rate of 25%-35% through 2027. To support
this growth, India, which had an AI talent pool of 600,000-650,000 in 2024, needs over 1.25 million AI professionals by 2027, at a 15% CAGR, according to
NASSCOM.

Various initiatives and policies of the government are addressing the monumental shift in the labour market disrupted by AI. The National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 recognises AI's potential for economic growth, solving educational challenges, enhancing teacher capabilities, and personalising learning – and
emphasises the importance of AI-learning across all educational levels. The IndiaAI Mission (launched in March 2024) aims to make India a global AI leader
by fostering innovation across government, institutions, startups, private sector, and academia.

Central to this strategy is democratising technology—ensuring AI tools and digital platforms reach remote villages, tribal areas, and underserved communities,
bridging the digital divide. This comprehensive approach aligns with the Viksit Bharat 2047 vision, positioning India as an inclusive global AI leader.

National Education Policy 2020 on AI
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The NEP acknowledges that AI, big data and machine learning will transform labour markets and drive innovation. To ensure that the youth can cope with
these monumental shifts, the NEP emphasises the importance of learning about AI, computer science/data science, along with other subjects for
multidisciplinary education.

The policy aims to equip students in these subjects for economic success and greater opportunities.

As education is in the Concurrent List, NEP 2020's recommendations influence both Union and State/Union Territory education policies and support the
government's push to position India as a global AI leader.

AI Initiatives in School Education

The Ministry of Education has integrated AI into school curricula across India through CBSE and NCERT, starting with grades 9, under National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020 and National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023.

Currently, CBSE offers a 15-hour AI skill module from Class VI onwards and AI as an optional subject in Classes IX-XII.    NCERT has incorporated AI
content in Class XI Computer Science and Informatics Practices textbooks and used AI/ML to translate Grade 1-2 textbooks into 22 Indian languages.
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AI-Courses for Students and Educators

DIKSHA Platform

DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge Sharing), a Ministry of Education initiative, uses AI for inclusivity: AI-based keyword search in videos and
read-aloud feature for visually impaired students. The DIKSHA mobile app is available for teachers and also for students and parents. The app is loaded with
engaging learning material that fits the needs of the prescribed school curriculum.

SOAR Initiative

The Ministry of Skill Development and Entrepreneurship launched SOAR (Skilling for AI Readiness) to build AI awareness and skills for classes 6–12
students and educators. Program includes three 15-hour student modules and one 45-hour "AI for Educators" teacher module.

"AI for Educators" Module:

The module trains teachers to understand AI curriculum and pedagogy, use AI tools effectively in classrooms, promote inclusivity for diverse learners, create
educational AI projects, and teach responsible AI ethics.

SWAYAM Platform

The Ministry of Education's SWAYAM (Study Webs of Active Learning for Young Aspiring Minds) platform offers 110+ free AI courses from IITs and IISc,
with 41.2 lakh+ students enrolled.

AI in Higher Education
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University Grants Commission (UGC): The 2022 undergraduate curriculum includes AI, 3D machining, big data analysis, machine learning, drone
technologies, and deep learning with applications in health, environment, and sustainable living.

All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE):

Incorporated AI components in all IT-related courses

Conducts hackathons to promote AI awareness

Offers women engineering scholarships (PRAGATI, Saraswati)

Conducts faculty development programs

 

Perplexity Partners with AICTE  

Perplexity, an AI-powered search engine has partnered with AICTE to provide support to 40 million students of 14,000 institutions through digital distribution
via AICTE’s various communication channels, faculty training session and pilot launches in Centres of Excellence. There is also student access to the
Perplexity website/app through institutional onboarding. The purpose of the project is for students to explore how AI tools can support research, innovation
and real-world applications. This project aligns with the NEP’s emphasis on experiential learning.

IIT Madras Bharat Bodhan AI Conclave 2026

Ministry of Education, Government of India, is inviting participants who have developed credible and research-backed AI solutions with demonstrated
measurable outcomes to part in the IIT Madras Bharat Bodhan AI Conclave 2026 which will take place on February 12-13 in New Delhi. The call is open to
solution providers, academic and research institutions, government bodies and other stakeholders from across India and abroad.

Submissions are invited across four priority verticals:
18



1. AI for School Education,

2. AI for Higher Education,

3. AI for Skilling and Workforce Readiness, and

4. AI Research and Deep Technology.

Research and Development

The government is supporting research and development in AI through various initiatives or schemes.

 IndiaAI and Meta established the Center for Generative AI, Srijan (सृजन) at IIT Jodhpur and launched the YuvAi Initiative (with MeitY and AICTE) to
advance open-source AI in India. The program targets 100,000 students and developers (aged 18-30) over three years to develop AI solutions for healthcare,
education, agriculture, smart cities, and financial inclusion.

Key Components:

1. Gen AI Resource Hub (courses, case studies, open datasets)

2. LLM for Young Developers Course (designed by Meta)

3. Master Training Activation Workshops (foundational AI concepts)

4. Unleash LLM Hackathons (mentoring, seed grants, market support for top ideas)

5. AI Innovation Accelerator (supporting 10 student-led startups with incubation and visibility)​.

IndiaAI Mission’s Educational Goals

IndiaAI Mission (launched in March 2024) is laying the foundation for India’s AI sector development. The initiative has been allocated a budget of ₹10,371.92
crore over five years. It provides computing infrastructure for developing AI models, creates datasets for training, and develops practical applications across
sectors including education.

IndiaAI’s initiatives supporting AI-centric education and AI-research are:

AI is helping children with learning disabilities bridge their learning gaps through various applications:

Existing Solutions:

Readabled (Online Dyslexia Training): Web-based application helping children with dyslexia improve phonetic awareness through interactive exercises

ScreenPlay: Digital, game-based screening tool identifying children aged 3-6 at risk for autism or related developmental conditions

Prototype Stage: 19



Voice Fusion AI: Application providing assistive support to individuals with Specific Learning Disabilities (SLDs) in multiple Indian languages

Adaptive Learning and Detection for SLDs: Advanced AI techniques detecting specific learning disorders (SLDs) such as dyslexia, dysgraphia, and
dyscalculia

Idea Stage:

Jiveesha: AI-powered diagnostic platform for early detection of SLDs

Special Educator AI: AI-driven system addressing India's shortage of special educators and supporting children with SLDs

The Government is funding R&D projects at premier institutions like IITs to build AI tools.

Indian educational institutions are also working on IndiaAI Application Development Initiative. Selected projects are:

DeepFlood: Rapid Flood Inundation Mapping

Team: Indian Institute of Technology Delhi

Stage: Prototype

Description: Advanced flood inundation mapping tool using SAR (Synthetic Aperture Radar) data and deep learning models for real-time, automated
flood detection with Vision Transformers and satellite data

The details of the selected projects developed by teams from Indian educational institutes under “Safe & Trusted AI” Pillar are:

Responsible AI Projects

Machine Unlearning

IIT Jodhpur: Machine Unlearning in Generative Foundation Models

Synthetic Data Generation

IIT Roorkee: Design and Development of Method for Generating Synthetic Data for Mitigating Bias in Datasets; and Framework for Mitigating Bias in
Machine Learning Pipeline for Responsible AI

AI Bias Mitigation Strategy

National Institute of Technology Raipur: Development of Responsible Artificial Intelligence for Bias Mitigation in Health Care Systems

Explainable AI Framework

DIAT Pune and Mindgraph Technology Pvt. Ltd.: Enabling Explainable and Privacy Preserving AI for Security

Privacy Enhancing Strategy
IIT Delhi, IIIT Delhi, IIT Dharwad, and Telecommunication Engineering Center (TEC): Robust Privacy-Preserving Machine Learning Models

AI Ethical Certification Framework

IIIT Delhi and Telecommunication Engineering Center (TEC): Tools for assessing fairness of AI model

AI Algorithm Auditing Tool

Civic Data Labs Pvt. Ltd.: ParakhAI - An open-source framework and toolkit for Participatory Algorithmic Auditing

AI Governance Testing Framework

Amrita Vishwa Vidyapeetham and Telecommunication Engineering Center (TEC): Track-LLM, Transparency, Risk Assessment, Context & Knowledge
for Large Language Models

Skilling in AI

To equip India's workforce with AI and digital capabilities, the government has launched comprehensive skilling initiatives spanning students, industrial
trainees, professionals, and government officials. These programs combine foundational AI literacy with advanced technical training.

 

Programme Implementing
Agency

Target/Scale Key Features

Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana (PMKVY) 4.0 Ministry of Skill
Development and
Entrepreneurship
(MSDE)

36,584 trained in
AI (as on June 30,
2025); 45%
women

Short-Term Training (STT) and
Recognition of Prior Learning
(RPL); AI Career for Women
Initiative launched in April 2025
(targeting 8,000 girls over 2
years)
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SkillSaksham Program MSDE +
Microsoft (MoU
Aug 2024)

200 Industrial
Training Institutes
(ITIs); 10,000+
candidates
targeted; 8,500+
already trained

1,200 hours AI training + 400
hours Advanced AI in ~15
National Skill Training
Institutes (NSTIs) under
Craftsmen Training Scheme
(CTS)

iGOT Karmayogi Bharat Platform Mission
Karmayogi

Government
officials

Digital learning platform
offering courses in AI, data
analytics, and digital
transformation

FutureSkills PRIME Government +
NASSCOM

16.29 lakh+
enrolled/trained

500+ courses, 2,000+ digital
fluency pathways in AI, Big
Data, Cloud Computing; aligned
with National Occupational
Standards (NOS) and National
Skills Qualification Framework
(NSQF)

YUVA AI For All IndiaAI Mission Target: 1 crore
citizens

Free, self-paced foundational AI
course (4–4.5 hours) for
students, youth, professionals,
parents, senior citizens

Conclusion

India's comprehensive AI education strategy—aligned with NEP 2020 and the IndiaAI Mission—spans curriculum integration from primary to higher
education, teacher capacity building, infrastructure development, skilling initiatives, and research Centres of Excellence. The approach extends beyond urban
centres to tribal and aspirational districts, democratising technology access across all communities. These initiatives position India as a global AI leader while
ensuring inclusive socio-economic development, embodying Welfare for All, Happiness for All (Sarvajanam Hitaya, Sarvajanam Sukhaya).
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Education Minister calls upon foreign HEIs to collaborate
with India's fast-growing, innovation-driven education
system
Published on: Mar 03, 2026 9:51 AM IST
ANI

Prefer HT
on Google Quick Read

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan addressed the Study in India Edu-
Diplomatic Conclave 2026 organized by the Ministry of Education at Sushma Swaraj
Bhawan, New Delhi on Monday bringing together Ambassadors, High Commissioners,
representatives of diplomatic missions from over 50 countries and officials of the Ministry,
to deliberate on strengthening international cooperation in higher education.
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan (PTI)
Advertisement

According to an official release from the Ministry of Education, the Education Minister,
while addressing the gathering, spoke about the transformation of India's education
system under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, highlighting the significant
strides being made in the internationalisation of education and India's strong focus on
quality, innovation and affordability.

ADVERTISEMENT

Home T20 World Cup E-Paper India News World News Entertainment Lifestyle Cities Trend

Subscribe

23

https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/t20-world-cup
https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities
https://www.hindustantimes.com/trending
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://accounts.hindustantimes.com/ht/userplan?funnel_entry=top_header&type=plain&ref=ht&cta=top_header


He further stated that Prime Minister Narendra Modi has envisioned India becoming a
developed nation by 2047, marking 100 years of Independence. In this context, the
Minister emphasised that India continues to remain a bright spot in the global economic
landscape, offering immense opportunities to learn, research, innovate and implement.

The Minister underlined that India's greatest strength lies in its vibrant knowledge
ecosystem, demographic dividend and fast-growing economy. Through NEP 2020 and
the Study in India initiative, he said, the country is expanding global pathways for
students, researchers and institutions.

As per a release, he also highlighted that from artificial intelligence, biotechnology and
semiconductors to sustainable energy, India is emerging as a trusted innovation partner,
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advancing a Global South model rooted in collaboration, capacity-building and shared
knowledge.

Stressing that education remains the most enduring bridge between societies in a world
marked by uncertainty and rapid change, he said India seeks to build strong knowledge
bridges with partner countries. He called upon the Excellencies to collaborate with India's
fast-growing, innovation-driven, multidisciplinary and access-friendly education system.

Speaking on the occasion, Secretary, Higher Education Vineet Joshi highlighted that
over the past six years, the National Education Policy 2020 has provided clear direction
to India's higher education reforms, particularly in advancing multidisciplinary education,
integrating skilling into mainstream learning, and strengthening internationalisation.

Advertisement

He stressed that the Indian institutions are deepening global engagement through joint,
dual and twinning programmes, while premier universities are expanding their
international footprint. He further stated that the University Grants Commission has put in
place a transparent and time-bound regulatory framework enabling foreign universities to
establish campuses in India, with applications from leading institutions across Australia,
Italy, the United Kingdom and the United States cleared within a month. He described
the Study in India initiative as an open invitation to build a mutually beneficial global
education partnership with India, a release stated.

The conclave featured focused thematic sessions on: Indian Knowledge Systems as a
global academic offering; Academic partnerships through SPARC and GIAN; Artificial
Intelligence and advanced technologies; UGC Regulations 2023 for foreign university
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campuses in India; International branch campuses and enabling frameworks;
Internationalising India's skill architecture; Bharat Innovates 2026.

Advertisement

According to a release, the discussions highlighted India's evolving higher education
ecosystem and presented concrete avenues for collaboration, including student mobility,
joint programmes, research partnerships, and the establishment of campuses.

The Study in India Edu-Diplomatic Conclave 2026 provided a dedicated platform to
strengthen India's diplomatic engagement in education by inviting students from partner
countries to pursue higher education and short-term programmes in India, encouraging
institutional collaborations, and inviting globally ranked universities to establish
campuses in India, a release added.
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The Taubwe,u Meneh aoz6, age 

Empower teachers to raise the bar 
Their happiness and dgnity can ensure sincere hard work in the classroom 

KRISHNA KUMAR 
FORMER DIRECTOR, NCERT 

NE of the great 
hopes that the new 
economic policy 
had aroused in the 
mid-1990s was that 

icence-inspection raj would end. 
Perhaps it happened in the busi 
ness world, but in the world of 
education, both licence' and 
inspection' practices got 
stronger. In school education, 
the term inspector' was generic 
and the post had several levels. 
The great Hindi novelist Prem 

chand served as a 'sub-deputy 
inspector' in the early 20th cen 
tury. I feel grateful to him for 
leaving ivid traces of what it 
meant for a school to be inspect 
ed under British colonial rule. 
But inspectorial roles and the 
culture of inspection are hardly 
vintage: they have survived 
Independence and the new eco 
nomic and educational policy 
discourses. Inspection of a 
school continues to be an event 
marked by a display of power by 
the inspecting authority, and by 
the parallel display of meekness 
by the school staff. They have no 
choice but to exhibit meekness. 
The culture of inspection has 

not changed since colonial days. 
The headmaster had to ensure 
that the school building looked 
clean, with flowerpots lining the 
corridors. The children were sup 
posed to look smart and the 
teachers busy. If the roof had 
holes, they were covered with 
rags or with whatever was handy. Ifthe floor had pits, the headmas 
ter used a carpet to hide them. 
Gandhian educationist Mar 

jorie Sykes, who was originally a 
British citizen, told me that 
school inspection in India was 
exactly the opposite of what hap 
pened in England. There, the 
headmaster drew chalk circles 
around the holes, thereby ensur 

LEGACY: The culture of inspection has survived the new economic and educational policy discourses. FILE PHOTO 

ing that the inspector would 
notice and arrange repair work. 
There was no fear, nor a need to 
hide the reality. 

It was asSumed that inspection 
rạj would die with the advent of 
liberalisation and the weakening 
of the bureaucracy in every field, 
not just business. But in educa 
tion, inspection raj spread to 
higher education. Accreditation 
and ranking were introduced as 
new routines, and they necessi 
tated inspection teams to visit 
universities and colleges. 
When the National Assessment 

and Accreditation Council sends 
an inspection team, college and 
university authorities spruce up 
the campus, přepare impressive 
data displays and picturesque 
flex boards to impress the visit 
ing team. Its members also 
expect other forms of satisfaction 
-notjust clean toilets and fresh 

ly planted saplings. If the team 
gives less than the highest 
grades, the stated reasons are not 
the real story: everybody knows 
that the head of the institution 
had failed to pleaşe the visitors. 
A news report in The Tribune 

(February 19) shows us the perils 
that teachers face during and after 
aschool inspection. Punjab's Edu 
cation Minister made a surprise 
inspection of a primay school at 
Machhiwara in Ludhiana district. 

Clearły, the progress 
ofpolicy has led to 
systemic decay and 
teacher alienation. 

Subsequently, the teachers con 
cerned were served showcause 
notices. They must explain why 
children in their classes could not 
read Punjabi text and solve sim 
ple maths problems given to 
them during the inspection. We 
don't khow about these random 
ly chosen children. Were they 
from Punjabi-speaking families, 
and how long had they bcen 
learning to read Punjabi? What 
kind of reading material is being 
used? In what kind ofinstitutions 
did the teachers receive training? 
Were the kids feeling nervous 
when asked by strangers to stand 
up and read aloud, and to solve 
maths problems? 

Questions of this kind are too 
far below the powerful gaze of 
the ministerial inspection team. 
I have no doubt that its members 

are not aware of the sorry state in 
which Punjab's DIETS (district 
institutes of education and train 
ing) have fallen. These institutes 
were important structures that 
sustained teaching standards. 
Several other structures were 
created under the Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan. They, to, are now in a 
state of disrepair. Indeed, 
teacher education as a whole has 
collapsed, with private institutes 
that don't even require atten 
dance. Inspection teams are not 
interested in such details. They 
want performance children's 
performance which serves as 
proof of the teachers' efficiency. 
One irony in the Machhiwara 

story is that its primary school is 
included in the list of 'smart' 
schools. This title implies that 
the school is equipped with all 
the digital gadgetry required for 
interactive pedagogy. Oficial 
faith in digital equipment has 
rapidly grown over the last 
decade. The Covid-19 pandemic 
provided a great boost to this 
faith. Anything showing that 
this faith is misplaced is resent 
ed-and not because a consider 
able investment has been made 
in the smart school project. 

Digital equipment gives class 
rooms a modern look, conveying 
the feeling that something 
robustly progressive is happen 
ing. This feeling serves a sym 
bolic purpose in government 
run schools. The message has 
two main components: one, that 
the government is concerned 
about improving educational 
standards, and two, that the gap 
between private and govern 
ment schools is closing. This 
messaging imparts an ideologi 
cal gloss to the use of technology 

education. Its real impact on 
teaching and on teacher-child 
relationship both in private 
and government schools-has 
received scant attention. 
Relentless, technologically 

assisted testing of children has 
undermined real teaching. The 
bureaucracy that governs schools 
had assumed that regular testing 
would make teachers more alert 
and responsible. This was a false 
assumption, although it looked 
plausible and political leaders 
Swalloweditas a shortcut to high 
quality. They still don't see that 
teachers' happiness and dignity 
are the best guarantees of sincere 
hard work in the clasroom. 
This is hardly a new insight. 

Four decades ago, the National 
Teacher Commission, chaired by 
philosopher DP Chattopadhyaya, 
had said it all. The report had sug 
gested several strategies for mak 
ing teachers confident and 
autonomous. Its recommenda 
tions for imparting substance and 
meaning to teacher training 
aimed at creating a cadre of retlec 
tive teachers, capable of taking 
decisions for providing the best 
possible trajectory for every child. 
This valuable advice of the 

Commission is now fully forgot 
ten, although similar recommen 
dations were made in 2008 by the 
Justice JS Varma Commission. 
And hardly a few years ago, ar. 
alternative to "inspection raj" 
had emerged in many states, 
including Punjab, in the shape 
of sub-district level structures to 
boost teacher autonomy and 
capacity. These are in a sham 
bles today,. Clearly, the progress 
of policy has led to systemic 
decay and teacher alienation. 
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

‘Marks are awarded for each
correct step even if the final
answer is not fully correct’: CBSE
Controller of
Examinations Sanyam Bharadwaj
With CBSE Board examinations underway, and changes in the assessment pattern

continuing under the National Education Policy (NEP) framework, students and parents

often have questions about evaluation and exam rules. In this weekly column, CBSE

Controller of Examinations Sanyam Bharadwaj responds to queries sent by readers of The

Indian Express: Will there be step marking in […]
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With CBSE Board examinations underway, and changes in the assessment pattern continuing under

the National Education Policy (NEP) framework, students and parents often have questions about

evaluation and exam rules. In this weekly column, CBSE Controller of Examinations Sanyam

Bharadwaj responds to queries sent by readers of The Indian Express:

Will there be step marking in Mathematics and Science?

Yes. There will be step marking in both Mathematics and Science. Marks are awarded for each

correct step even if the final answer is not fully correct, provided the method used is valid. This helps

students receive credit for their correct understanding and

approach.

Does neat handwriting or attempting questions properly help in fetching extra marks?

No extra marks are given for handwriting. However, a neat and organised presentation helps the

evaluator understand the answers clearly, reducing the chances of misinterpretation. Marks are

always awarded on the correctness of the reply.

Are gel pens or whiteners allowed in CBSE board exams?

Students are advised to use only blue ballpoint pens for writing answers. If a mistake is made, it

should be neatly crossed out with a single line.

Students should use a blue pen with ink whose life is long and does not fade over time. Ink should

not be used in a way that identifies a particular answer book. If such identification is made, students

may be booked under unfair means.

How is CBSE addressing concerns about increased difficulty due to competency-based

questions?

CBSE is gradually introducing competency-based questions to align with NEP 2020. The proportion

has been balanced so that students are not overburdened. These questions test application and

understanding rather than rote memorisation. In the past, the share of competency-based questions

was increased gradually. For the past two years, 50% of the questions in both Class X and Class XII

papers have been competency-based. Students are informed at the beginning of the academic session

about such decisions so that they can prepare accordingly. The CBSE also releases sample question

papers.

What sample papers, training modules, or teacher-orientation programmes will the CBSE

provide to help students adapt?

CBSE regularly releases sample papers, marking schemes, practice questions and training modules

on its official website. Teacher orientation programmes and webinars are also conducted to ensure

that schools and students are well prepared.
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NCERT 9th English combines 2
books: New book 'Kaveri'
features 16 chapters, 8 Indian
and 6 foreign authors

2 days ago

English News / Career / NCERT Class 9 English Textbook

Features Indian Authors | Sudha Murty Included
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NCERT Class 9 English Book ‘Kaveri’
Focuses on Indian Authors, Shortened
Syllabus

The National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has
prepared a new English textbook for Class
9, giving more space to works by Indian
authors while shortening the overall
syllabus.

The new book, named ‘Kaveri’, includes
works by Indian writers such as Tamil poet
Subramania Bharati, Rajya Sabha MP and
author Sudha Murty, Naga writer Temsula
Ao, Rabindranath Tagore, and Assamese
novelist Mitra Phukan.

Previously, Class 9 students studied two
English books. From 2006‑07 to 2025‑26,
15 out of 29 works were by foreign
authors. The new textbook contains 16
chapters, featuring works by Indian and
foreign authors in roughly equal numbers.

NCERT officials say that reducing the
syllabus to a single book will make the
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subject more manageable for students.

The book begins with a story taken from
Sudha Murty’s ‘How I Taught My
Grandmother to Read and Other Stories’
(2004), setting the tone for a focus on
Indian narratives and contemporary
literature.

The new English textbook for NCERT Class 9 has been
named 'Kaveri'.

The book contains 16 chapters in total,
including works by 8 Indian authors and 6
foreign authors.

Indian writers featured include
Subramania Bharati, Rajya Sabha MP and
author Sudha Murty, Naga writer Temsula
Ao, Rabindranath Tagore, and Assamese
novelist Mitra Phukan. Foreign authors
include David Roth, Charles Swain,
Brianna T. Perkins, Robert Langley, Maya
Anthony, and Irene Chua.
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The book also incorporates elements
related to the Indian Knowledge System
(IKS), reflecting a stronger focus on Indian
heritage and narratives.

It begins with a story from Sudha Murty’s
‘How I Taught My Grandmother to Read
and Other Stories’ (2004).

Additionally, it includes an anonymous
poem ‘Gifts of Grace: Honouring Our
Vocations’ and an interview-based chapter
titled ‘The World of Limitless Possibilities’,
featuring Paralympic athlete Deepa Malik.

NCERT officials note that reducing the
syllabus to a single book will make the
subject more manageable for students,
while maintaining a balance of Indian and
international literature.
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Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education organises one-day workshop
on National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship

Scheme in Delhi

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 12 MAR 2026 3:30PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education (MoE), organized a
One Day National Workshop with State/UT and District level Officers implementing the National
Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme (NMMSS) on 10.03.2026 in New Delhi. Shri Sanjay Kumar,
Secretary, DoSEL chaired the Workshop.

Secretary, DoSEL led the deliberations, focusing on the effective implementation of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 at the grassroots level. The review covered State/UT performance,
specifically targeting quota utilization and scholarship continuity for students from Classes IX to XII.

                    

Ms. A. Srija, Economic Advisor, DoSEL, Shri Bhupal Nanda, Principal CCA, MoE, Dr. Pankaj K P
Shreyaskar, Deputy Director General (Statistics), DoSEL were among the officials who were part of the
deliberations.
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Dr. Pankaj K.P. Shreyaskar, Deputy Director General (Statistics), highlighted the evolution of UDISE+
into a real-time, digital-first platform. Ms. A. Srija, Economic Advisor (DoSEL), underscored the
necessity of timely verification by State-Level Officers on the National Scholarship Portal (NSP) to
ensure students from economically weaker sections receive payments without delay.

                        

The interactive session with the State Nodal Officers of the scheme provided practical guidance and
solutions to the challenges faced at the grassroot level of the scheme. The initiative reflects DoSEL's
unwavering commitment to ensuring timely, transparent, and student-centric implementation of central
scholarship schemes across the region.

Under the Central Sector Scheme namely the ‘National Means-cum-Merit Scholarship Scheme’
scholarships are awarded to meritorious students of economically weaker sections to arrest their dropout
at class VIII and encourage them to continue their education at the secondary stage. One lakh fresh
scholarships are awarded to selected students from class IX every year and their continuation/renewal in
classes X to XII for students studying in State Government, Government-aided and local body schools.
The amount of the scholarship is Rs. 12000 per annum.

Students whose parental income from all sources is not more than Rs. 3,50,000 per annum are eligible to
avail the scholarships. The students must have a minimum of 55% marks or equivalent grade in the Class
VII examination to appear in the selection test for the award of a scholarship (relaxable by 5% for SC/ST
students).

Technical Sessions covered in the Workshop included operation of PAO-DBT module by PFMS-MoF &
PAO-MoE, Aadhar seeding of student beneficiary bank accounts by NPCI, best case practices in
implementation of NMMSS by States of Gujarat, Maharashtra, Madhya Pradesh followed by interactive
session on clarification of queries related to NSP portal raised by the States/UTs by DoSEL and NSP.

****

AK
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NCERT Decision: Indian Knowledge System Added to English Textbooks

Home / News / Education / NCERT Decision: Indian Knowledge System Added to English ...

NCERT Decision: Indian Knowledge System Added to English Textbooks

School textbooks for Indian students are now being developed based on Indian traditions and knowledge systems.

In this direction, the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has introduced significant changes in English

textbooks. Under these changes, greater importance is now being given to Indian academicians and writers instead of foreign authors

while preparing English textbooks. It is expected that students will start studying this new indigenous syllabus from the current

academic year.

NCERT has made extensive revisions to the Class 9 English textbook. According to educationists, these changes have made the
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syllabus clearer, more balanced and slightly shorter than before. The new book places special emphasis on Indian literature and the

works of Indian authors. It includes a chapter by Sudha Murty and also features works by the great poet and writer Rabindranath

Tagore.

According to an NCERT official, the book earlier contained a total of 29 chapters, which have now been reduced to 16. Earlier, about 15

out of these 29 chapters were written by foreign or international authors. This practice continued from the academic session 2006-07

until 2025-26, but it has now been revised under the new policy.

Officials also stated that earlier there were two separate English textbooks for Class 9, but these have now been reduced to a single

book. The new English textbook has been titled 'Kaveri.' The first chapter of this book has been taken from Sudha Murty’s book How I

Taught My Grandmother to Read and Other Stories, which was published in 2004.

The new English textbook has been prepared in accordance with the National School Education Curriculum Framework 2023. It

includes works by several Indian authors, including the renowned Tamil poet Subramania Bharati, Naga writer Temsula Ao, celebrated

poet Rabindranath Tagore and Assamese novelist Mitra Phukan.

NCERT officials stated that the new books give special importance to the Indian Knowledge System (IKS). Out of the 16 chapters in the

new English textbook, 8 chapters have been written by Indian authors, while 6 chapters are taken from international writers. The

objective of these changes is to connect students with Indian culture, literature and knowledge traditions while continuing to provide

modern education.

NCERT Indian Knowledge System English Textbooks Sudha Murty Rabindranath Tagore Subramania Bharati
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Ministry of Education

Regional ECCE Conference on FLN and Well-
being of Children at the Foundational Stage

organised at RIE Bhubaneswar

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 14 MAR 2026 5:40PM by PIB Bhubaneshwar

The two day Regional Conference on Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE) with a focus on Foundational Literacy and

Numeracy (FLN) and the well-being of children at the Foundational Stage (ages 3–8 years) by National Council of Educational

Research and Training (NCERT) concluded at RIE Bhubaneswar on 13.03.2026. Organised by Department of Elementary

Education (DEE) NCERT,New Delhi and RIE,NCERT Bhubaneswar, the conference brought together officials, researchers and

practitioners from states and UT of eastern and north eastern region of the country showcasing initiatives and innovations in

ECCE and FLN. The conference was aligned with the vision of the National Education Policy 2020, the National Curriculum

Framework for Foundational Stage 2022, and the NIPUN Bharat Mission, which emphasize strengthening early childhood

education and ensuring that all children attain foundational learning competencies by Grade 3.

In the inaugural session, Prof. Manasi Goswami, Principal RIE, NCERT, Bhubaneswar emphasised the need of achieving

universal foundational literacy and numeracy for holistic development of children and national development. “Sharing of

innovations and best practices and learning from different states/UT on ECCE and FLN will be useful for planning and

implementation of specific interventions for enhancing learning outcomes, she said. 

Prof. Suniti Sanwal, Head, Department of Elementary Education, NCERT, New Delhi provided a detailed overview of the NCF-

FS 2022, highlighting transformative initiatives such as NIPUN Bharat Mission, Vidya Pravesh, Jaadui Pitara and e-

Jaaduipitara and the role of competency-based education and 21st-century skills in foundational learning.

Prof. Ritanjali Dash,Head, DEE, RIE, NCERT , Bhubaneswar highlighted the need for documentation of best practices and

sharing among states and UTs for effective planning and implementation of ECCE and FLN.Prof.Padma

Yadav,Professor,DEE,NCERT, Coordinator presented the over view and context of the two day conference. Prof.Laxmidhar

Behera,Head, Department of Education,Regional Institute of Eduaction,Bhubaneswar and Coordinator presented the welcome

address.
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During the two day conference State officials/FLN coordinators of Andaman and Nicobar Islands, Bihar, Jharkhand, Sikkim,

Odisha and Tripura presented their state/UT level initiatives, best practices and implementation challenges. The State

coordinators of RIE Bhubaneswar Prof.R.Sethy, Dr.Kalinga Ketaki, Dr.M.Dixit,Dr.Varun Ashokan and Dr.Rahul Sahana were

present.The reflective sessions were guided and facilitated by Prof Suniti Sanwal,Prof Padma Yadav and Prof.Laxmidhar

Behera. Teachers from CBSE schools of Bhubaneswar and PM SHRI DM School attended the conference and shared their

school level initiatives, innovations and challenges on foundational, learning. With 38 participants and experts actively

engaging in discussions and sharing experiences, the conference has set a strong platform for strengthening foundational

learning in the country.

Swadhin/Manoj 

(Release ID: 2240191) Visitor Counter : 58

Read this release in: Odia
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Ministry of Women and Child Development

Government adopting a whole-of-government
approach to ensure convergence in the

implementation of initiatives related to Early
Childhood Care and Education

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 18 MAR 2026 3:29PM by PIB Delhi

National Education Policy (NEP), 2020 recognizes 3 years of pre-school (Balvatika) as a continuum of
education in the 5+3+3+4 structure. The initial ‘5’ in restructured model is termed as Foundational Stage
that consists of 3 years of pre-school (Balvatika) and 2 years of Grade-I and Grade-II. Both together
cover the children of age of 3 to 8 years. It also acknowledges that children in the age group of 3 to 6
years are in Anganwadi Centres (AWCs).

 

A 3-months play based ‘School Preparation Module and Guidelines’ named ‘Vidya Pravesh’ was
launched on 29  July, 2021. The objective of Vidya Pravesh programme is to promote school
preparedness in all children coming to Grade-I from diverse backgrounds like Balvatika, Anganwadi
Centers (AWCs), Home and Private play schools etc. to ensure a smooth transition of children to Grade-
I. This programme is being implemented across the country in the first 3 months of Grade 1.

 

The Government is adopting a whole-of-government approach to ensure convergence in the
implementation of initiatives related to Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE). Balvatika,
Anganwadi Centers (AWCs), Home and Private play schools etc. cater to the pre-school part of early
learning for children of 3 to 6 years. Formal schooling starts from Grade-I.

 

In addition, guidelines for co-location of AWCs with Government primary schools were jointly issued on
3  September 2025 by the Department of School Education and Literacy and the Ministry of Women
and Child Development to strengthen institutional linkages and facilitate a smooth transition of children
from pre-school to formal schooling.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Women and Child Development Smt. Savitri
Thakur in Rajya Sabha in reply to a question today.

****

th

rd

55



No new NCERT books for
Classes 10 and 11 this year
Textbooks for Classes 1 to 8 have already been
developed

BY Team MP 18 Mar 2026 10:45 PM

The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
has clarified that new textbooks for Classes 10 and 11 will not be
introduced in the ongoing academic session. The revised books will
instead be rolled out from the 2027–28 academic year, as part of a
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phased implementation under the National Education Policy 2020
(NEP 2020) and the National Curriculum Framework for School
Education 2023 (NCF-SE 2023).

NCERT has confirmed that textbooks for Classes 1 to 8 have already
been developed and are available in both print and digital formats. For
Class 9, new textbooks are currently being prepared and are set to be
introduced in the 2026–27 academic session. Draft syllabi based on
NCF-SE 2023 have also been uploaded on the official website for
public feedback.

The council has introduced a new English textbook for Class 9 titled
Kaveri, replacing the earlier books Beehive and Moments. The
revised book places greater emphasis on Indian authors and
incorporates elements of Indian Knowledge Systems.

Kaveri features 16 texts, evenly divided between Indian and
international writers. Indian contributors include Subramania Bharati,
Sudha Murty, Temsula Ao, Mitra Phukan, and Rabindranath Tagore.
The book opens with a story from Sudha Murty’s 2004 collection.

The international section includes works by authors such as David
Roth, Charles Swain, Bryanna T Perkins, Robert Langley, Maya
Anthony, and Irene Chua. It also features an anonymous poem and an
interview-based piece centred on Paralympic athlete Deepa Malik.

NCERT has reduced the number of English textbooks from two to one
and brought down the total number of texts from 29 to 16, with the
aim of simplifying the curriculum while ensuring a balanced
representation of Indian and global literature.

 Follow @mpostdigital @mpostdigital  

@mpostdigital  @mpostdigital

Next Story
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NCERT rolls out new
textbooks under NEP 2020

As per the advisory, the new NCERT textbooks for Grades 1 to 8 have

been developed and are available in both print and digital formats.

Rajendra Mohapatra
 17 Mar 2026 20:02 IST

As a follow-up to the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)

has undertaken the development of new textbooks across stages

and subject areas in alignment with the recommendations of the
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National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE)

2023.

NCERT has issued an advisory in this regard on Tuesday.

As per the advisory, the new NCERT textbooks for Grades 1 to 8

have been developed and are available in both print and digital

formats.

The new textbooks for Grade 9 are under development and will be

made available for use from the academic session 2026-27

onwards. The draft syllabi for Grade 9, based on the

recommendations of NCF-SE 2023, have been made available on

the official NCERT website for reference and feedback.

Also Read: Physical education, wellness classes to be introduced

in Odisha schools: Minister

Teachers have been advised to ensure that the prerequisite

learning of students is adequately addressed before initiating the

new syllabus and textbooks.

The new textbooks for Grades 10 and 11 will be introduced from the

academic session 2027- 28 onwards. Accordingly, the existing

textbooks for Grades 10 and 11 across subject areas shall continue

to be used during the academic session 2026-27.
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​No exams? CBSE announces new evaluation rules
for Gulf students​ amid Iran vs US-Israel war
TIMESOFINDIA.COM | Mar 19, 2026, 04.05 AM IST

Printed from

In a major academic shift triggered by ongoing geopolitical
tensions amid Iran vs US-Israel war, the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE) has rolled out a revised assessment
scheme for Class 10 students across the Middle East,
fundamentally changing how thousands of students will be
evaluated this year. The move comes after the unprecedented
cancellation of board exams in key Gulf countries, leaving
students, parents and schools grappling with uncertainty but
now, with clarity emerging, the focus has shifted from exams to
evaluation and the implications are significant.

Why CBSE changed the rules for those in
UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait,

Bahrain and Iran

The revised scheme follows the complete cancellation of remaining Class 10 board exams across countries
including the UAE, Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Oman, Kuwait, Bahrain and Iran, due to the worsening regional security
situation amid Iran vs US-Israel war. What began as a temporary postponement in early March quickly escalated
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into a full cancellation, as tensions linked to the Iran vs US–Israel conflict made it unsafe to conduct exams.
This decision has impacted over 50,000 students across more than 150 CBSE-affiliated schools in the region,
making it one of the largest disruptions to overseas CBSE exams in recent history. With exams no longer an
option, CBSE had to act quickly to ensure that students’ academic futures were not derailed.

How the new CBSE assessment scheme works

CBSE’s revised evaluation model is designed to fairly assess students based on their actual performance in exams
already conducted, combined with calculated averages for missed papers.

Here’s how it works:

Students who appeared for all exams - Their results will be based entirely on their performance in those
papers.
Students who appeared for 4 subjects - Marks for the remaining subjects will be calculated using the
average of their best three subjects.
Students who appeared for 3 subjects - The remaining subjects will be marked based on the average of their
best two subjects.
Students who appeared for only 2 subjects - Their remaining marks will be derived from the average of those
two papers.

This structured formula aims to maintain fairness while adapting to incomplete exam data. In addition to exam
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performance, internal assessment marks submitted by schools will play a key role in final results. This includes
periodic tests, pre-board exams and projects and coursework. These components, often overlooked in normal
years, now carry heightened importance, effectively becoming a crucial determinant of final scores.

One of the most notable aspects of the new scheme is that no special re-examinations will be conducted beyond
CBSE’s existing framework. However, students will still have an opportunity to appear for the Second Board
Examination and improve their scores under standard CBSE policy. This ensures that while the current results will
be treated as final, students are not locked out of improving their performance.

CBSE results will be declared with global cohort
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CBSE has confirmed that students in the Middle East will receive their results alongside all other candidates
globally, ensuring parity and avoiding delays in higher education applications. This is especially crucial for:

College admissions in India
Applications to international universities
Competitive exams and entrance processes

In a year marked by disruption, maintaining timeline consistency is a major relief.

The Iran vs US-Israel crisis that reshaped education in the Middle East

This policy shift cannot be viewed in isolation. It is part of a broader crisis that has disrupted education across the
Gulf. In recent weeks:

Exams were repeatedly postponed
Schools shifted to distance learning
Entire exam cycles were cancelled
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The rapid escalation of conflict in the region forced authorities to prioritise student safety over academic
schedules, a decision echoed across multiple education boards. What makes this situation unique is that it is not
a pandemic or natural disaster but a geopolitical conflict directly impacting academic systems. For students, the
sudden shift from exam halls to algorithm-based evaluation has been emotionally complex. Many had prepared
for months, already appeared for some key subjects and expected a conventional marking system. Now, their
results depend partly on averaging formulas and internal assessments, raising concerns about fairness and
transparency.

At the same time, there is also relief of no further exam stress, reduced pressure in an already tense environment
and greater focus on safety. This dual reality of relief mixed with uncertainty defines the student experience this
year. The revised assessment scheme is more than just a temporary fix, it represents a structural shift in how
academic systems respond to crises. For decades, board exams were seen as non-negotiable. This decision proves
they can be replaced when needed. School-based evaluation has moved from secondary to central importance.
Education systems are being forced to adapt quickly to unpredictable global events. The current scheme bears
similarities to the Covid-19 evaluation model, where CBSE relied on internal assessments and past performance to
calculate results.
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However, the context is very different as back then, it was a global health crisis whereas now, it is a regional
geopolitical conflict. This makes the current situation more unpredictable, with security concerns and not health
driving decisions.

What CBSE students in the Middle East should do now

With clarity on evaluation, students are being advised to stay in touch with their schools, ensure internal
assessment records are accurate, prepare for improvement exams if needed and focus on next academic steps
(admissions, entrance tests). The emphasis now is on moving forward, rather than dwelling on what was lost.

CBSE’s revised assessment scheme for Class 10 students in the Middle East marks a defining moment in modern
education policy with exams cancelled, evaluation restructured and academic timelines preserved. In a region
facing unprecedented instability, the board has attempted to strike a balance between fairness, flexibility and
student welfare. However, the bigger takeaway is that the education systems are no longer operating in isolation.
They are deeply influenced by global events and must evolve just as quickly as the world around them.
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The Class 9 new books are part of a phased rollout of

textbooks that NCERT has undertaken as a follow-up to

the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
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"As usual, late. We are commencing classes on April 1 and we

the books with us," a principal of a CBSE school reacted to th

Another principal questioned why such a situation arose at a

things should be planned a year in advance so that students g

books well before the session begins. If NCERT knew it's pla

close to the finish line, then they should have postponed it by

year. This last-minute rush is not good at all," the principal sa

The advisory clarified that draft syllabi for Class 9 has been p

official NCERT website, "for reference and feedback". On te

NCERT has advised them "to ensure that the prerequisite lea

students is adequately addressed before initiating the new sy

textbooks".
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The Class 9 new books are part of a phased rollout of textboo

NCERT has undertaken as a follow-up to the National Educa

(NEP) 2020. New books for Classes 1 to 8, developed in align

NCF-SE 2023 recommendations, "have been developed and 

in both print and digital formats," said NCERT.

For Classes 10 and 11, NCERT says new textbooks will be "int

from 2027-28 session onwards".
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More than half of the countries have banned phones in schools amid mounting concerns

about declining attention in classrooms and cyberbullying, according to the UNSECO's

Global Education Monitoring (GEM) team.

Over half of countries have banned
phones in schools: UNESCO
A report by UNESCO’s Global Education Monitoring (GEM) team noted alarming
trends related to TikTok’s algorithm, which targets teenagers with body image
content every 39 seconds and promotes content related to eating disorders
every eight minutes

Updated - March 22, 2026 04:53 pm IST - NEW DELHI

PTI

Close up shot, group of children hands busy using smartphone at school corridor - concept of social media,

playing games, technology and education. | Photo Credit: Getty Images/iStockphoto
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The team found that girls are twice as likely as boys to suffer from eating disorders

exacerbated by social media usage.

Facebook's own research revealed that 32% of teenage girls felt worse about their bodies

after using Instagram.

The report noted alarming trends related to TikTok's algorithm, which targets teenagers

with body image content every 39 seconds and promotes content related to eating

disorders every eight minutes.

"Recent global monitoring shows that 114 education systems now have a national ban on

mobile phones in schools, representing 58% of countries worldwide. The expansion has

been rapid. Less than 1 in 4 countries (24%) had bans in June 2023, when it was first

monitored in the 2023 GEM Report. By early 2025, this had risen to 40%, and by March

2026, that share is almost 20 percentage points higher," a senior member of GEM told

PTI.

"The growth reflects mounting concerns about declining attention in classrooms,

cyberbullying, and the broader influence of digital environments on children. But the

global picture is more nuanced than a simple shift toward prohibition," the official added.

Several countries have introduced national bans since late 2025, continuing the upward

trend. Recent additions include Bolivia, Costa Rica, Croatia, Georgia, the Maldives and

Malta.

France is one of the countries where the debate continues to evolve. It introduced one of

the most widely cited early bans on mobile phones in schools, prohibiting their use in

primary and lower secondary education.

According to the GEM report, policymakers are now examining whether further

regulation is needed.

A legislative proposal currently under consideration in the French parliament aims to

establish more specific rules governing smartphone use in schools.

"In many cases, bans apply during the school day or inside classrooms, with some

systems allowing phones only for educational purposes, specific groups of pupils (such as

those with disabilities or illness), or requiring them to be switched off and stored away. At

the same time, not all governments are opting for outright bans. Some countries have77



recently adopted national regulations requiring schools to develop policies restricting

phone use, without imposing a strict nationwide prohibition," the report said.

Comoros, Colombia, Estonia, Lithuania, Iceland, Peru, Indonesia, Serbia, Poland and the

Philippines are among such countries, the report noted. The approach reflects a shift

toward delegating responsibility to schools and school leaders while still acknowledging

the need to control phone use, it said.

Debates at a sub-national level take place elsewhere as governments try to balance

national direction with school-level autonomy.

In countries where education systems are decentralised, restrictions are often introduced

first at regional or local levels.

In the United States, where no nationwide ban exists, 39 states have introduced bans or

regulations requiring school districts to adopt policies restricting phone use in

classrooms.

"Most of the other states have filed bills to regulate phone use as well. These cases show

how policy change often starts locally before spreading nationally," the report said. It

asserted that emotional well-being is crucial for academic success, and the impact of

social media on it is particularly pronounced among girls.

Increased interaction with social media at age 10 has been linked to worsening

socioemotional difficulties as they grow older, a trend not observed among boys, it said.

"As a result, some countries have implemented or are considering restrictions on social

media use for children, including legislation in Australia, France, Portugal and Spain, as

well as discussions in Denmark, the Czech Republic, and Indonesia," the report said.

Published - March 22, 2026 03:06 pm IST
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NEP does not impose one language on any state:
MoS Education Jayant Chaudhary to Lok Sabha

Synopsis
Responding to supplementary questions in Lok Sabha during the Question Hour, MoS Education Jayant Chaudhary that while Tamil Nadu
has expressed some objection to the NEP 2020, the central government has released Rs 538 crore to the state under the Samagra Shiksha.

New Delhi: Union Minister of State for Education Jayant Chaudhary on Monday said the National Education Policy

(NEP) does not impose one language, including Hindi, on any state, rather it "explicitly promotes multilingualism".

Responding to supplementary questions in Lok Sabha during the Question Hour, the minister noted that while Tamil

Nadu has expressed some objection to the NEP 2020, the central government has released Rs 538 crore to the state under

the Samagra Shiksha, a flagship central school education programme.

"It is up to the state to follow established procedure and protocol in terms of expenditure, in terms of provision of UC

(utilisation certificate) for further release," Chaudhary said.

Listen to this article in summarized format
Listen

NEP does not impose one language on any state: MoS Education Jayant Chaudhary to Lok Sabha

ANI

PTI Last Updated: Mar 23, 2026, 02:45:00 PM IST

News
 | 25 March, 2026, 10:02 AM IST  | Today's ePaperEnglish Edition
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Also Read: NEP has brought far-reaching changes, aligned learning with values: President Droupadi Murmu

The minister said there was "absolutely no imposition of any language."

"The three languages, as proposed in the NEP, align with the two-language formula... There is complete flexibility. There is

no imposition of any language, including Hindi. It is up to the state to implement in toto."

​Masterclasses by

The minister said paragraph 4.13 of the NEP explicitly promotes multilingualism, citing clear benefits for learning

capacity and outcomes from early exposure to multiple languages.

It mandates states to develop school capacity for teaching three languages, ensuring proficiency in at least two languages

native to India by age 15, with the third language left to local demand.

"So it is up to the states to really implement it," he explained.

Under the Samagra Shiksha, the government provides support for the appointment of teachers of languages, he said,

adding that this was a new component added in the Samagra Shiksha 2.0.

On the release of central funds on education, Chaudhary said, "Tamil Nadu has certain reservations which they have
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expressed from time to time. Largely, they have brought it down to... diluted the NEP to a two-language formula and that

is the basis of their objection."

"Tamil Nadu had earlier indicated it would sign the MoU for PM-SHRI, but the agreement remains unsigned. Let me

remind the House that PM SHRI schools are exemplary institutions meant to demonstrate leadership and showcase the

best elements of the NEP across school levels.

"If you agree with the national policy, you must support PM-SHRI, which is designed for more than 14,000 schools in the

country... Many many lakhs of students of Tamil Nadu are feeling left out," the minister said.

The dispute with Tamil Nadu stems from the state's accusation that the Centre was withholding central education funds

under the Samagra Shiksha Scheme over the state's objection to the NEP and the PM-SHRI schools in the state.
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Selective Empathy | Food systems left out of classroom ethics

Schools are not the place to dictate what students should eat or what choices families should make. But education
can provide the tools for thoughtful inquiry: How are animals raised in different farming systems?
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Recently, I visited my daughter’s school for its annual science fair. The school proudly announced that it aligned with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which seeks to move beyond rote learning and nurture ‘good human beings’ with sound
ethical grounding. The policy emphasises empathy, critical thinking, environmental awareness, and inclusion — foundations of
a society that values compassion and co-existence.

Yet the fair also raised an uncomfortable question about how these values are being translated into classrooms.

Two stalls stood side-by-side. One displayed a ‘biodiversity park’, encouraging students to protect wildlife and celebrate nature.
The next presented farmed animals simply as components of the food system, without any discussion of their welfare or the
ethical questions surrounding them.
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This contrast reflects a broader pattern in value education today. Children are encouraged to care for wildlife, rescue stray
animals, and respect pets. But the animals that form part of everyday diets rarely feature in conversations about ethics, empathy,
or responsibility.

Also Read: Selective empathy is bringing us down

Also Read: Selective empathy is bringing us down

This omission matters because the realities of modern food systems are increasingly complex. Reports and investigations into
India’s dairy sector, for instance, have documented practices such as prolonged tethering and restricted movement in some
farming systems. Yet these conditions rarely enter classroom discussions about animals or sustainability.

Part of the challenge lies in how value education is currently framed. The NEP encourages schools to integrate ethical thinking
across subjects rather than treat it as a standalone discipline. In theory, this approach allows values to be embedded throughout
the curriculum. In practice, it often translates into a few textbook references, an annual assembly theme, or isolated classroom
discussions.

Without clearer frameworks and teacher training, value education risks becoming symbolic rather than substantive.

This gap can produce a form of selective empathy. Students learn to protect certain animals while remaining largely unaware of
the conditions in which others live. The issue is not about assigning blame to children or schools; rather, it reflects the
limitations of how ethical reasoning is currently introduced within the education system.

A more consistent approach to empathy also matters for understanding broader environmental and public health challenges.
Food systems are closely tied to climate change, land use, water consumption, and rural livelihoods. Globally, livestock
production contributes significantly to agricultural greenhouse gas emissions, yet climate lessons in classrooms often focus
primarily on smokestacks, fossil fuels or plastic waste.

Without examining the environmental footprint of food systems, students receive only a partial understanding of sustainability.

Also Read: H-1B visa: Lottery system scrapped, higher skills & pay favoured

Also Read: US replaces system to select H-1B visa petitions; favours higher-
skilled, higher-paid individuals

Equally important is the question of interconnected thinking. Food systems sit at the intersection of agriculture, ecology,
economics, and ethics. Discussions about farming practices, supply chains, animal welfare, and dietary choices can help
students appreciate how everyday decisions connect with larger environmental and social outcomes.

Such conversations need not be prescriptive. Schools are not the place to dictate what students should eat or what choices
families should make. But education can provide the tools for thoughtful inquiry: How are animals raised in different farming
systems? What welfare standards exist, and how do they vary? How do food production methods influence environmental
outcomes?
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Introducing these questions would allow value education to move beyond symbolic compassion toward more meaningful
engagement with real-world systems.

NEP 2020 represents an important step toward holistic education. Its vision of nurturing ethical and responsible citizens reflects
a growing recognition that academic learning alone is insufficient to prepare young people for the challenges ahead.

If empathy, sustainability, and critical thinking are to become genuine pillars of education, value education must move beyond
occasional references, and engage more seriously with the systems that shape everyday life — including the food systems on
which society depends.

Encouraging students to explore these questions with nuance and curiosity would strengthen the NEP’s broader ambition: to
cultivate citizens who are not only knowledgeable, but also reflective, responsible, and capable of engaging thoughtfully with the
ethical complexities of the modern world.

Richa Mehta is Director of Programs - Asia Pacific, Vegan Outreach.

Disclaimer: The views expressed above are the author's own. They do not necessarily reflect the views of DH.
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Ministry of Women and Child Development

Government committed to fostering AI innovation
and growth of digital platforms in responsible and

secure manner, while protecting children and other
vulnerable users from emerging risks

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 25 MAR 2026 3:35PM by PIB Delhi

The Government recognises the transformative potential of emerging digital technologies, particularly in
enhancing access to education, information, and services for children. At the same time, the Government
is cognizant of the associated risks, including exposure to harmful content, cyberbullying, and issues
related to excessive screen time and digital dependency, thereby necessitating appropriate safeguards for
children in the digital environment.

As per the information received from the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY),
the Government has put in place a comprehensive legal and regulatory framework under the Information
Technology Act, 2000, the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics
Code) Rules, 2021 (as amended), and the Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023 to ensure a safe,
secure and accountable online environment for users, including children.

The Information Technology Act, 2000, read with the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines
and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, as amended from time to time, provide a comprehensive
legal framework to ensure a safe and accountable online environment.

The Act contains specific penal provisions to address cyber offences, including computer-related
offences (Section 43 read with Section 66), identity theft (Section 66C), cheating by personation (Section
66D), violation of privacy (Section 66E), and publication or transmission of obscene, sexually explicit or
child sexual abuse material (Sections 67, 67A and 67B). It also provide for blocking of unlawful content
(Section 69A), abetment of offences (Section 84B), and empowers law enforcement agencies to
investigate offences and take appropriate action (Sections 78 and 80).

Further, the Act, together with the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media
Ethics Code) Rules, 2021, establishes a robust framework to prevent the hosting or transmission of
unlawful and harmful content online and prescribes due diligence and accountability obligations for
intermediaries, including social media platforms.
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The Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021
mandate intermediaries to exercise due diligence and prohibit hosting or transmission of unlawful
content, including content that is obscene, pornographic, invasive of privacy, harmful to children,
promotes hate or violence, impersonates individuals, or threatens national security or public order. The
Rules also require intermediaries to periodically inform users of their policies and the consequences of
non-compliance, including removal of content or termination of access.

The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023, along with the Rules framed thereunder, provides a
comprehensive framework for protection of personal data, including that of children, and mandates
lawful processing with appropriate safeguards and accountability. The Act lays down specific safeguards
for children by requiring verifiable consent of parents or lawful guardians prior to processing of their
personal data and prohibits practices such as tracking, behavioural monitoring and targeted advertising
directed at children. It also provides for the right to withdraw consent, with corresponding obligations on
data fiduciaries to erase such data in accordance with the provisions of the Act.

The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) has issued advisories from time to
time, including on 26.12.2023, 15.03.2024 and 29.12.2025, reiterating the due diligence obligations of
intermediaries under the Information Technology Act, 2000 and the Information Technology
(Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021. These advisories, inter alia,
emphasise the need to prevent dissemination of unlawful content, including obscene, pornographic,
paedophilic material, and emerging harms such as malicious synthetic media and deepfakes.

In view of the increasing use of generative AI and the risks associated with synthetically generated
content (SGI), including deepfakes, as well as the potential misuse of such technologies to create or
generate SGI of obscene, vulgar, sexually, explicit nature, including CSEAM, which may cause user
harm, spread misinformation, manipulate elections, or enable impersonation of individuals, after due
consultation, has notified amendments to the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 on 10.02.2026, which came into force on 20.02.2026.

The amendments strengthen due diligence obligations of intermediaries, including social media and
significant social media intermediaries, by requiring deployment of appropriate technical measures to
prevent dissemination of unlawful AI-generated content, including content that is obscene, misleading,
impersonating, or harmful to children. The Rules also mandate clear labelling and traceability of
permissible synthetic content, enhanced user awareness, and stricter compliance requirements.

Further, the framework explicitly covers harms such as child sexual exploitation material, non-
consensual intimate imagery and impersonation, and prescribes stricter timelines for action, including
removal of unlawful content within 3 hours upon appropriate directions, time-bound grievance redressal,
and expedited action in cases involving sensitive content.

Through these measures, the Government of India is committed to fostering AI innovation and the
growth of digital platforms in a responsible and secure manner, while protecting children and other
vulnerable users from emerging risks in the digital ecosystem.

96



The Ministry of Education issued the PRAGYATA Guidelines on Digital Education in July 2020, which
provide a framework for safe and effective online learning, including promotion of students’ well-being
and responsible use of social media and electronic devices. CBSE has supplemented these efforts
through guidelines on digital etiquette, cybersecurity training for teachers, publication of the ‘Cyber
Security Handbook’, and advisories to schools for establishing Cyber Clubs to promote cyber safety
awareness. NCERT has also incorporated cyber safety in its curriculum, including a chapter on “Societal
Impacts” in Classes XI and XII (https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?kecs1=ps-11), and CIET-NCERT has
developed and disseminated resource materials on cyber safety (https://ciet.nic.in/pages.php?id=booklet-
on-cyber-safety-security&ln=en).

Further, in line with the National Education Policy, 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for
School Education, 2023, Artificial Intelligence (AI) is being integrated in school education as a key 21st-
century skill. NCERT and CBSE have been tasked with developing age-appropriate AI curriculum across
K-12, and AI-related content has been incorporated in textbooks, senior secondary curriculum and skill-
based learning. Capacity-building initiatives for teachers are being undertaken through training
programmes, workshops and online courses, with participation of institutions such as NCERT, CBSE,
Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan and Navodaya Vidyalaya Samiti. A Centre of Excellence for AI in
Education is also being established, along with collaborations with academic and industry partners, to
promote safe and responsible adoption of AI in schools.

(d) The data relating to crime against children is maintained by the National Crime Records Bureau
(NCRB) under the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) which may be seen at https://www.ncrb.gov.in/.
However, specific data on year-wise and State and UT-wise number of child suicides attributable to
digital addiction is not maintained separately.

This information was given by the Minister of State for Women and Child Development Smt. Savitri
Thakur in Rajya Sabha in reply to a question.

****

SS

(Release ID: 2245019) Visitor Counter : 254

Read this release in: Urdu , हिन्दी
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Home   Bharat

NCERT’s new books to redefine learning for classes 1
to 8, emphasises on concept-based learning
The National Council of Educational Research and Training has announced a
phased rollout of new textbooks aligned with the National Education Policy 2020,
starting with Classes 1 to 8 and extending to higher classes by 2027-28. The reform
focuses on competency-based learning while ensuring a smooth transition through
the continued use of existing books and teacher preparedness
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The National Council of Educational Research and Training has issued an official
advisory outlining the phased introduction of new textbooks across classes. The
reform is part of a broader effort to align school education with the vision of the
National Education Policy 2020, focusing on competency-based and learner-centric
education. The advisory, dated March 17, 2026, highlights that the new textbooks are
being developed in accordance with the recommendations of the National
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Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023. The initiative aims to make
learning more relevant, flexible, and engaging for students, while also preparing
them for future challenges.
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As per the announcement, new NCERT textbooks for Classes 1 to 8 have already been
developed and are now available in both print and digital formats. This marks the
first phase of implementation, focusing on foundational and middle school
education. These revised textbooks are designed to shift away from rote
memorisation and instead encourage conceptual understanding, critical thinking,
and application-based learning. The content has been simplified and structured to
suit students’ cognitive levels, ensuring better comprehension and retention.

Also Read: “India’s strategy of diversifying energy imports is very wise,” says Argentine envoy

For Class 9 students, the transition is currently underway. NCERT has confirmed that
new Grade 9 textbooks are under development and will be introduced in the 2026-27
academic session. Importantly, draft syllabi based on NCF-SE 2023 have already been
made available on the official NCERT platform. Teachers, educators, and stakeholders
have been invited to review these drafts and provide feedback.

This consultative approach is being seen as a positive step towards inclusive
policymaking, allowing ground-level inputs to shape the final curriculum. It also
ensures that the new syllabus addresses practical classroom challenges and diverse
learning needs.

Classes 10 and 11 to See Changes from 2027-28
The advisory further clarifies that new textbooks for Classes 10 and 11 will be
introduced from the academic session 2027-28. Until then, the existing textbooks for
these classes will continue to be used during the 2026-27 academic year. This phased105

https://organiser.org/2026/03/25/345706/bharat/indias-strategy-of-diversifying-energy-imports-is-very-wise-says-argentine-envoy/


implementation strategy is intended to give schools, teachers, and students sufficient
time to adapt to the new system without disruption. It also allows for proper training
and capacity-building among educators.

A key highlight of the advisory is the emphasis on strengthening prerequisite
learning. Teachers have been specifically advised to ensure that students have a
strong foundation before transitioning to the new textbooks and syllabus. This is
particularly important as the revised curriculum is expected to be more application-
oriented. Without a clear understanding of basic concepts, students may find it
difficult to cope with advanced topics.

The reforms introduced by NCERT are rooted in the broader goal of moving towards
competency-based education. Unlike traditional systems that focus heavily on
memorisation, this approach emphasises skills such as problem-solving, analytical
thinking, creativity, and real-world application. The new textbooks are expected to
include interactive content, real-life examples, case studies, and activity-based
learning modules. Digital versions will further enhance accessibility and provide
opportunities for blended learning.

For students, the changes promise a more engaging and meaningful learning
experience. The focus on understanding rather than memorising is likely to reduce
academic pressure and improve overall learning outcomes. For teachers, however, the
transition will require careful preparation. Adapting to new teaching methods,
understanding revised content, and addressing diverse student needs will be key
challenges during the implementation phase.
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Pradhan said around 60 per cent of high schools in the

country are connected with broadband internet

connections.

Replying to supplementary

queries during Question

Hour in the Rajya Sabha, the

minister also emphasised

that all kinds of education

should be embedded with

Artificial Intelligence (AI).

He said the Centre and state

governments are focusing

on capacity building for

teachers to impart AI

knowledge.

Pradhan said around 60 per cent of high schools in the country are

connected with broadband internet connections.

"By next 2-3 years all high schools in the country will be connected with

broadband and internet connection," he added.
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On the AI, the minister said the country is at the forefront in this

technology.

"AI is a horizontal topic. As on today, when we are implementing

National Education Policy's new curriculum..., primary knowledge of AI

will be from class three," Pradhan said, adding that almost all mother

tongues are embedded with AI.

In a written reply, the minister said education is in the concurrent list of

the Constitution and majority of the schools come under the purview of

states and UT governments.

"The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 has emphasized the

importance of Artificial Intelligence (AI) and its role in school

curriculum," Pradhan said.

Under Curricular Integration of Essential Subjects, Skills, and Capacities,

the policy mentions that concerted curricular and pedagogical

initiatives, including the introduction of contemporary subjects such as

AI, Design Thinking etc at relevant stages be undertaken to develop

these various important skills in students at all levels.
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The ministry has undertaken several initiatives to promote Artificial AI

and Computational Thinking (CT) in school education over the years, he

said.

"The initiatives aim to enhance the quality of education by integrating

technology into teaching and learning processes," Pradhan said.

Elaborating, the minister informed that the existing NCERT textbooks of

computer science class XI and informatics practices class XI talk about

AI, Internet of Things (IoT) and other emerging technologies.

NCERT has also included a project on animation and games in the

vocational education textbook for Grade 6.

AI is being embedded for awareness and foundational competencies

among school students (Classes 6-12) and building AI literacy among

educators.

The Department of School Education and Literacy has developed a

curriculum on Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence (CT &
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AI) to inculcate AI-readiness in school students. This curriculum will be

implemented from classes 3rd to 8th, in the session 2026-27.

States/UTs are also working on bringing emerging technologies

including AI in their academic framework.

Additionally, CBSE offers a skill module on AI for classes VI-VIII and as

an optional skill-based subject in classes IX-XII.

"Digital learning is further supported through national platforms such as

DIKSHA, SWAYAM and PM eVidya, along with capacity-building

programmes, teacher training and development of digital content and AI

awareness modules to enhance innovation and problem-solving skills

among students," Pradhan said.
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The State government must allocate a 20% budget to the education sector and immediately

provide clarity on a comprehensive education policy, the Telangana Save Education Committee

along with teachers and student associations demanded the government on Thursday.

The committee members met with Chairperson, Telangana High-Level Education Committee, K.

Keshava Rao, to discuss various pressing issues concerning the State’s education sector.

It expressed concern that the State government has not yet issued a clear and comprehensive

education policy. Instead, it has introduced initiatives such as the National Education Policy

2020 proposals such as ‘Young India Integrated Schools’ and ‘Telangana Public Schools’ without

offering any clarity. Coupled with a very low allocation of 8.2% of the total budget for education in

the 2026-27 Budget, it has led to confusion among the public. And in this uncertain

environment, the private education sector is expanding rapidly, and many families are struggling

under the burden of high and unaffordable school fees, it pointed out.

In addition to immediate clarity and allocating 20% budget to the education sector, the

committee noted that pre-primary classes must be introduced in all government primary schools

and ensure effective monitoring by filling all vacant supervisory posts.

Relieving teachers from all non-academic duties, strictly regulating private and corporate

schools, and avoiding contract-based employment practices must be given prirority for redressal.

The committee also opposes the establishment of U.K.-modeled private schools in Telangana

and objected to key aspects of the NEP 2020, such as the four-year degree and multiple entry-exit

system.

Instead, the State government must allocate substantial financial support of at least ₹100 crore

to each university, grant Assistant Professor pay scales to contract lecturers, and fill up all vacant

teaching and non-teaching positions.

Allocate 20% to education sector, give
clarity on State Education Policy, civil
society urges government
Updated - March 27, 2026 11:00 pm IST - HYDERABAD
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HP News Service

An English daily newspaper from Shillong published by Readington Marwein,
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     
SHARES VIEWS

Shillong, Mar 28:  The National Council of Educational Research and Training’s (NCERT) Northeast

Regional Institute of Education (NERIE) conducted a three-day enrichment programme aimed at

enhancing the professional competencies of DCGC trainees.

The initiative, which concluded yesterday, targeted trained counsellors, equipping them with

exposure to contemporary therapeutic practices and addressing real-world challenges faced in

educational environments.

Participants engaged actively in discussions, sharing experiences that contributed to a richer

understanding of innovative counselling techniques.

NERIE principal Prof. Flourette G. Dkhar emphasised the vital role of counsellors in promoting

mental well-being among students.

The final day of the enrichment programme included sessions on emotionally focused therapy,

existential therapies, and motivational interviewing. A highlight was a session on Indian

perspectives in psychotherapy.

Attendee Krishna Nand Singh, librarian of Kendriya Vidyalaya Umroi Cantt, described the

programme as “an insightful and transformative experience” that will significantly enhance

student well-being initiatives.
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As India’s higher education system reorganises itself under the National

Education Policy 2020, a quieter constitutional question is taking shape:

what happens to institutional autonomy when governance is redefined

through standardisation, metrics and centralised regulation? However,

most of the public debate on the policy has focussed on its other aspects

– curriculum reform, multidisciplinary expansion and institutional

consolidation.

The Union Budget 2026-27 increased education allocation to Rs 1,39,289

crore, an 8.27% rise that signals NEP implementation has entered its

operational phase. Less examined, however, is a constitutional question:

how does a governance model built on standardisation, performance

metrics and regulatory restructuring interact with the autonomy

granted to minority educational institutions?

The NEP preserves constitutional protections on paper. Article 30(1)

affirms that minorities based on religion or language have the right to

establish and administer educational institutions of their choice. Yet
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when oversight shifts from political discretion to technocratic

standardisation, the meaning of autonomy can change.

The policy proposes replacing the UGC, AICTE and NCTE with a

unified Higher Education Commission of India. The Cabinet’s approval

of the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill in December 2025

advances this framework, bringing all non-medical, non-legal higher

education institutions under a single regulatory body. Alongside

institutional consolidation, graded autonomy tied to accreditation marks

a decisive turn towards performance-based governance. Under existing

UGC regulations, universities with high NAAC scores receive greater

flexibility in admissions and curriculum design, while those with lower

scores face tighter oversight.

Institutions are evaluated through common benchmarks: governance

structures, faculty qualifications, research output, infrastructure and

financial transparency. These metrics operate through a points-based

system that privileges certain institutional models. A university that

publishes frequently in indexed journals and maintains state-of-the-art

labs will score well; one that invests primarily in community outreach

or trains teachers for underserved regions may not. Budgetary

priorities reinforce this orientation, linking increased allocations to

measurable outcomes and employability. In this framework, autonomy

becomes something earned and retained through compliance.

Quality assurance regimes promise transparency and accountability.

Yet standardisation inevitably favours institutional forms aligned with

measurable research productivity and infrastructure expansion.

Evaluation systems assume that all institutions share the same purpose,

and they reward outputs that regulators can easily count and compare.

A college that prioritises community access, teaches in a regional

language or organises its mission around service to a particular

population may find that these commitments carry little weight in the

scoring rubric.

Minority institutions occupy a distinctive place in India’s constitutional

design. In T.M.A. Pai Foundation v. State of Karnataka (2002), the

Supreme Court affirmed that Article 30 grants minorities substantial

autonomy in administration, admissions and fee structures, subject to

reasonable regulation. Crucially, the Court cautioned that regulation

cannot “whittle down” the right itself. Autonomy, therefore, has

historically meant more than non-interference. It has signified the

capacity to preserve institutional character while participating in the

national system.
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When recognition and status are tied to uniform benchmarks,

structural tension emerges. Institutions must align internal processes

with externally defined criteria to retain accreditation grades, expand

programmes or secure funding. NAAC criteria emphasise indexed

research publications, UGC-aligned faculty qualifications and

infrastructure standards. While these metrics suit research-intensive

universities, institutions oriented towards community service, cultural

preservation or teaching in regional languages may struggle to perform

comparably.

Over time, compliance cultures reshape priorities. Hiring committees

begin to favour candidates with strong publication records over those

with deep community ties. Curricula tilt towards subjects that produce

quantifiable research. Governance procedures converge towards

models most compatible with prevailing evaluation systems.

Recent budgetary decisions illustrate how fiscal design shapes this

environment. While overall education spending has risen, allocations

for minority-targeted scholarship schemes have been sharply reduced.

The Merit-cum-Means Scholarship for professional and technical

courses fell from Rs 7.34 crore to Rs 0.06 crore. The Maulana Azad

National Fellowship declined from Rs 42.84 crore to Rs 36.14 crore. In

2025-26, the Post-Matric Scholarship carried a Budget Estimate of Rs

413.99 crore but a Revised Estimate of Rs 0.06 crore before being

nominally restored the following year. These figures do not merely

signal allocation shifts. They are representative of changing priorities

within an outcome-driven framework.

What is lost sight of in such a system is that allocation alone does not

determine impact. Execution, administrative prioritisation and

alignment with dominant performance frameworks matter just as much.

Each of these factors determines which schemes gain traction and

which languish. In a system increasingly organised around measurable

outputs, targeted equity programmes that do not directly contribute to

an institution’s accreditation score risk becoming peripheral, regardless

of their social significance.

This is not about overt encroachment on constitutional rights: No

provision in the NEP explicitly revokes Article 30 protections, and

minority institutions remain free to exist and govern themselves. The

pressure is subtler. Institutions that score well on NAAC parameters

gain access to greater funding, research grants and programmatic

flexibility. Those that do not must submit to closer regulatory scrutiny.
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In practice, this means that a minority college whose mission centres on

community education or vernacular instruction faces a choice: reshape

its priorities to match accreditation benchmarks, or accept a lower

institutional standing that limits growth. The legal right to operate is

never formally challenged. What shifts is the practical capacity to

sustain a distinctive institutional identity within a system that rewards

a particular model of academic performance.

Graded autonomy systems intensify this effect. When the freedom an

institution enjoys is directly tied to its performance score, those that

diverge from dominant benchmarks risk being classified as lower tier. A

lower classification triggers closer regulatory oversight, reduced

flexibility in admissions and fee-setting and diminished standing in

public perception. Reputation, student choice and long-term viability

follow such classifications.

The NEP’s push towards large multidisciplinary universities further

reshapes the terrain. The policy envisions merging smaller, standalone

colleges into larger institutional clusters capable of offering courses

across disciplines, from sciences and humanities to vocational training.

The logic is administrative: bigger institutions can pool faculty, share

infrastructure and attract more research funding. These are real

advantages. But when a small denominational college is absorbed into a

larger university structure, its founding mission, its particular approach

to pedagogy, its ties to a specific community, can be diluted.

Institutional specificity refers to the qualities that make one institution

meaningfully different from another, rooted in its history, its community

and its educational philosophy. Scale tends to flatten these distinctions.

As the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan framework advances, the

central question is not whether minority autonomy survives in

constitutional text. It is whether regulatory and fiscal architecture

adequately protects the qualitative dimension of autonomy that Article

30 was designed to safeguard.

The test of reform will not lie in formal guarantees alone, but in

whether institutional difference remains viable within a performance-

driven educational system.

Bupinder Singh Bali is an educator and writer based out of Kashmir. He

is currently a fellow at Young India Fellowship, Ashoka University.

This article went live on March twenty-eighth, two thousand twenty six, at thirty-

seven minutes past six in the evening.
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HP News Service

An English daily newspaper from Shillong published by Readington Marwein,

proprietor of Mawphor Khasi Daily Newspaper, who established the first Khasi
daily in 1989.

     
SHARES VIEWS

Shillong, Mar 28:  The National Council of Educational Research and Training’s (NCERT) Northeast

Regional Institute of Education (NERIE) conducted a three-day enrichment programme aimed at

enhancing the professional competencies of DCGC trainees.

The initiative, which concluded yesterday, targeted trained counsellors, equipping them with

exposure to contemporary therapeutic practices and addressing real-world challenges faced in

educational environments.

Participants engaged actively in discussions, sharing experiences that contributed to a richer

understanding of innovative counselling techniques.

NERIE principal Prof. Flourette G. Dkhar emphasised the vital role of counsellors in promoting

mental well-being among students.

The final day of the enrichment programme included sessions on emotionally focused therapy,

existential therapies, and motivational interviewing. A highlight was a session on Indian

perspectives in psychotherapy.

Attendee Krishna Nand Singh, librarian of Kendriya Vidyalaya Umroi Cantt, described the

programme as “an insightful and transformative experience” that will significantly enhance

student well-being initiatives.
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Vidya Bharati maps NEP push, scales up ‘India-
centric’ education network
TNN | Mar 31, 2026, 07.57 PM IST

Printed from

NEW DELHI: RSS affiliate Vidya Bharati Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha
Sansthan on Tuesday outlined an expansion roadmap anchored
in “culture-linked, India-centric education”, even as it flagged its
growing scale with over 24,000 institutions and 33 lakh students
nationwide.
The organisation said it is strengthening grassroots outreach
while aligning its pedagogy with the National Education Policy
(NEP). The network currently operates across 684 districts through
11 regional offices and 46 provincial committees, positioning itself
among the country’s largest non-governmental education
providers.

Addressing the media, all-India general secretary Deshraj Sharma
said education must remain rooted in India’s cultural traditions while preparing students for global challenges.
“Students should stay connected to their roots and contribute effectively to nation-building,” he said.

The organisation highlighted its parallel service outreach, noting that over 2.5 lakh students are receiving free
foundational education through thousands of ‘Sanskar Kendras’, aimed at bridging basic literacy gaps among
underprivileged groups. In rural and tribal regions, Ekal Vidyalayas are being used to combine education delivery
with community awareness programmes. 124
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Vidya Bharati said its schooling model emphasises a mix of physical education, yoga, music, Sanskrit and value-
based learning, alongside mother tongue instruction and its ‘Panchpadi’ teaching method. It also reported
setting up 507 Atal Tinkering Labs to promote innovation and scientific thinking among students.

Officials added that teacher training and curriculum alignment efforts are underway to operationalise NEP goals
at the school level, with a focus on “Bharat-centric” content delivery.

The organisation will hold its annual general meeting from April 3–6 in Delhi, where around 350 representatives
are expected to take decisions on future academic and organisational priorities.
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