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Preface 

 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-

makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational 

excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and 

the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for 

its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other 

reference collections. 

 

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during the month of January 2026. 

 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

 

 

 

 

 

(Dr.Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT,NewDelhi 
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NCERT study plans assessment of Class 3 students'
basic learning abilities
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NCERT study plans assessment of Class 3 students' basic learning abilities

NCERT study plans assessment of Class 3 students' basic learning abilities

New Delhi, The National Council of Educational Research and Training
will conduct the Foundational Learning Study to assess and strengthen
the basic learning competencies of Delhi students at the Grade 3 level of
the current academic year, a statement said.

According to the Delhi State Council of Educational Research and
Training , the study is tentatively scheduled to be held during February-
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March 2026 in selected, sampled schools. The list of participating
schools will be shared in advance.

Advertisement

The Foundational Learning Study is designed to understand how well
students acquire basic reading, writing and numeracy skills by the end of
the foundational stage, the statement said.

This is a collaborative initiative of SCERT and NCERT, it said.

As part of the preparations, NCERT has shared sample assessment
tasks in Hindi and English to familiarise teachers and students with the
assessment format and process.

Heads of schools and principals have been asked to ensure that Class 3
teachers help students practise these sample activities to improve their
understanding and readiness, according to the SCERT.

It stated that schools have also been advised to expose students to a
variety of practice questions, in line with the shared sample tasks, toCoins
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help build familiarity and strengthen basic skills.

It emphasised that the cooperation of schools will be crucial for the
smooth and effective implementation of the study and for promoting
strong foundational learning outcomes among students.

Advertisement

Clarifying the nature of the exercise, NCERT said that the FLS is not an
examination or test. It is a diagnostic survey and does not involve
grading or certification of individual students, nor does it serve as a
rating or certification of schools.

The findings are used to inform policy decisions, improve classroom
practices and strengthen foundational education under the National
Education Policy 2020.

This article was generated from an automated news agency feed
without modifications to text.
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THE CHALLENGE

Every year, schools in Delhi-NCR face a recurring problem – they are either shut or shifted to online

as well as hybrid mode due to extreme weather conditions, winter pollution, even intense rainfall,

JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Education: School shutdowns not
the answer, NEP needs evidence-
based review
At the school level, experts believe policy responses must move beyond blanket school

shutdowns to ensure there is no learning loss.

Written by Vidheesha Kuntamalla

New Delhi | January 1, 2026 06:20 AM IST

3 min read

The year saw schools shutting down or moving online due to rising pollution. (Express)

1/5/26, 9:46 AM Education: School shutdowns not the answer, NEP needs evidence-based review | Delhi News - The Indian Express

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/education-school-shutdowns-not-the-answer-nep-needs-evidence-based-review-10449166/ 1/3

5

https://indianexpress.com/profile/author/vidheesha-kuntamalla/
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=indianexpress.com
https://www.google.com/preferences/source?q=indianexpress.com
https://indianexpress.com/
https://indianexpress.com/


steadily reducing functional teaching days. Those affected are the children, mainly the young

learners and those from lower economic groups, as recurring disruptions widen learning gaps.

The year 2025 also witnessed another kind of disruption, with parents of students studying in private

schools coming to the streets to protest fee hikes. This led the Delhi government to pass the Delhi

School Education (Transparency in Fixation and Regulation of Fees) Bill, aiming to curb arbitrary fee

hikes, provide parents with a voice in the fee-fixation process, and introduce strict penalties for

violations. How the Act is implemented on the ground remains to be seen.

In higher education, the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) – particularly the

four-year undergraduate programme – has led to an increase in the number of courses, credits,

exams and internal assessments. Many students and teachers report academic overload and constant

evaluation cycles that leave little time for sustained learning or specialisation.

WAY FORWARD

At the school level, experts believe policy responses must move beyond blanket school shutdowns to

ensure there is no learning loss.

Latika Gupta, faculty at Department of Education, Delhi University, said, “We need to think seriously

about how education can remain exciting and meaningful despite disruptions… Instead of shutting

down schools and pushing classes on to hybrid mode, schools should be promoted to upgrade their

infrastructure with air purifiers, among others.”

On private schools arbitrarily hiking fees, she said, “Fee regulation alone will not fix private

schooling. We need wider conversations involving parents, schools, legal experts and civil society to

understand what private education has become.”

In higher education, experts believe an analysis of NEP performance in the last five years is the need

of the hour. “There has to be a serious, evidence-based review of NEP. You cannot keep reforming

higher education without asking students and teachers how it is actually playing out in classrooms,”

said Gupta.

“Higher education needs fewer courses and deeper engagement. Specialisation cannot be replaced

by constant assessment and flexibility without intellectual cost,” she added.

 

CURATED FOR YOU

1/5/26, 9:46 AM Education: School shutdowns not the answer, NEP needs evidence-based review | Delhi News - The Indian Express

https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/delhi/education-school-shutdowns-not-the-answer-nep-needs-evidence-based-review-10449166/ 2/3

6

https://indianexpress.com/section/cities/delhi/
https://indianexpress.com/my-express/?ref=myie_ReadNextWidget


Ad

 



News Campus Sunday-Funday Web Stories Podcast Élitscape Do You Know EdExpert

News

Modi says PM-SHRI set to transform primary
education nationwide
He noted that the scheme is designed to strengthen primary education through

improved infrastructure and enhanced learning environments.

National Award-winning film 'Chalo Jeete Hain' set for special nationwide re-release on PM Modi's birthday

EdexLive Desk

Updated on: 01 Jan 2026, 11:45 pm

Advertise

1/5/26, 9:42 AM Modi says PM-SHRI set to transform primary education nationwide

https://www.edexlive.com/news/modi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide 1/5

7

https://www.edexlive.com/
https://www.edexlive.com/news
https://www.edexlive.com/edex-sunday-funday
https://www.edexlive.com/web-stories
https://www.edexlive.com/podcast
https://www.edexlive.com/elitscape
https://www.edexlive.com/edexpert-talks
https://www.edexlive.com/news
https://www.edexlive.com/news
https://www.edexlive.com/news
https://www.edexlive.com/author/edexlive-desk
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide&text=Modi%20says%20PM-SHRI%20set%20to%20transform%20primary%20education%20nationwide&hashtags=
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide&text=Modi%20says%20PM-SHRI%20set%20to%20transform%20primary%20education%20nationwide&hashtags=
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide&title=Modi%20says%20PM-SHRI%20set%20to%20transform%20primary%20education%20nationwide
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide&title=Modi%20says%20PM-SHRI%20set%20to%20transform%20primary%20education%20nationwide
mailto:?subject=Modi%20says%20PM-SHRI%20set%20to%20transform%20primary%20education%20nationwide&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide
mailto:?subject=Modi%20says%20PM-SHRI%20set%20to%20transform%20primary%20education%20nationwide&body=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.edexlive.com%2Fnews%2Fmodi-says-pm-shri-set-to-transform-primary-education-nationwide


PM Modi on Wednesday urged state governments to prioritise the effective rollout
of the PM-SHRI (Prime Minister Schools for Rising India) scheme, stating that its
proper implementation would be crucial in improving the quality of education
across the country.

Speaking during the 50th PRAGATI video conference with state chief secretaries,
the Prime Minister said the initiative aims to upgrade government schools and
develop them into model institutions in line with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020. 

He noted that the scheme is designed to strengthen primary education through
improved infrastructure and enhanced learning environments.

The Prime Minister explained that the Centre would fund 60 per cent of the project
cost, with states contributing the remaining 40 per cent, enabling the holistic
development of selected government schools nationwide. 

He added that students from both rural and urban areas would benefit from better
infrastructure, digital learning facilities, and modern educational tools.

Emphasising the broader goals of NEP 2020, Modi said the scheme focuses on
fostering creativity, skill,s and all-round development among students. 

He outlined plans to develop digital and green schools equipped with smart
classrooms, science and digital laboratories, modern libraries, sports amenities, arts
education and vocational training facilities. 

Sustainability measures such as the use of solar energy and water conservation
would also be incorporated.

Addressing the conference, Andhra Pradesh Chief Secretary K Vijayanand informed
the Prime Minister that 935 schools in the state have been identified under the PM-
SHRI scheme and are being upgraded with digital support to provide quality
education. 

He said the state government is putting in place all required steps to ensure the
scheme is implemented effectively across Andhra Pradesh.

Download the Edexlive app to stay updated with the latest news
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NCERT to get Deemed University Status by
January end
ANI | Updated:
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(https://google.com/preferences/source
?q=aninews.in)

ANI

News
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By Vishu Adhana

New Delhi (India), January 2 (ANI): The National Council of

Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is likely to be
granted deemed-to-be-university status by the end of
January, sources in the Ministry of Education told ANI.

  
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According to sources, the groundwork for granting the status
has been completed, and the University Grants Commission

(UGC) will hold a meeting to decide.

"The preparation has been done. The UGC has to hold a
meeting to make a decision. We are hopeful that once the
next meeting takes place, the update will come by the end of

the month," a source said.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan made the
announcement to transform NCERT into a deemed university
in 2023, while stating that NCERT's transition into a research
university would open avenues for global collaborations and

enable it to contribute more actively to the global educational
landscape.

NCERT is an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of
Education and plays a central role in improving the quality of

school education through curriculum development, textbook
publication, educational research and teacher training.

Once accorded the status, NCERT will be able to initiate
expanded in-house research programmes and function as a
full-fledged research university.

Sources said the institution will be primarily funded by the
Department of School Education and Literacy under the
Ministry of Education.

Universities in India are recognised by the University Grants

Commission (UGC), which derives its powers from the UGC
Act, 1956.

A deemed-to-be-university is a status granted to higher
educational institutions that demonstrate excellence in a
specific field of study, on the advice of the UGC and approval

of the Central Government.
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As per the UGC website, there are around 145 institutes with
deemed university status

The Indian Institute of Science (IISc) was the first to receive
the status in 1958, while Tamil Nadu has the highest number

of deemed universities.

Institutions with deemed university status enjoy full academic
autonomy, including the freedom to design courses, develop
curricula, determine admissions criteria and fix fees.

With this status, NCERT will be able to award its own
graduate, postgraduate and doctoral degrees, significantly
expanding its role in India's higher education and research
ecosystem. (ANI)
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NCERT to be granted deemed university status:
Here is what that changes
TOI Education | Jan 3, 2026, 12.46 PM IST

Printed from

The National Council of Educational Research and Training, an
institution long associated with school textbooks and curriculum
design, may soon step into a different institutional role. According
to sources in the Ministry of Education, NCERT is likely to be
granted deemed-to-be-university status by the end of January,
ANI reports.
The groundwork for the decision has been completed, and the
University Grants Commission is expected to take it up in an
upcoming meeting. “The preparation has been done. The UGC
has to hold a meeting to make a decision. We are hopeful that
once the next meeting takes place, the update will come by the
end of the month,” a source told ANI.

The proposal is not new. Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan had announced the plan in 2023,
describing the move as a way to convert NCERT into a research-focused institution that could engage in global
academic collaboration and contribute more actively to the international education ecosystem.
What is changing now is the likelihood of formal approval.

What NCERT is today

NCERT is an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of Education. Its mandate sits firmly at the school level.
It designs national curricula, publishes textbooks used across central and state board schools, conducts

1/5/26, 9:54 AM NCERT to be granted deemed university status: Here is what that changes - Times of India
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educational research and supports teacher training.

Despite its influence, NCERT is not a university. It does not award degrees, conduct independent postgraduate
programmes or operate as a higher education institution. Its authority flows from policy relevance, not academic
accreditation.

Deemed university status would alter that structure.

What deemed-to-be-university status means

In India, universities are recognised by the University Grants Commission under the UGC Act, 1956. A deemed-to-
be-university is a specific category granted to institutions that demonstrate academic strength in a defined area,
on the recommendation of the UGC and with approval from the Central Government.

According to the UGC website, there are around 145 institutes with deemed university status. The Indian Institute
of Science was the first to receive it in 1958, while Tamil Nadu currently has the highest number of such
institutions.

Deemed universities enjoy full academic autonomy. They can design courses, develop curricula, set admission
criteria and fix fees. Crucially, they can award their own degrees at the graduate, postgraduate and doctoral
levels.

This autonomy is the core difference between deemed universities and institutions that operate under affiliating
universities.

What changes for NCERT
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Once accorded the status, NCERT will be able to function as a full-fledged research university. According to ANI,
this will allow it to initiate expanded in-house research programmes and formally enter higher education and
doctoral training.
NCERT will also be able to award its own degrees, significantly widening its institutional footprint beyond school
education. This positions it differently within India’s education system, where bodies that design school curricula
and those that award higher education degrees have traditionally remained separate.

Funding is expected to continue primarily from the Department of School Education and Literacy under the
Ministry of Education, ANI reports. That detail matters because it suggests NCERT’s academic expansion will
remain anchored within the school education framework, rather than being absorbed into the higher education
bureaucracy.

Why the move matters

The proposal reflects a broader policy shift under the National Education Policy, which encourages research-
driven institutions and vertical integration across education levels. NCERT becoming a deemed university would
concentrate curriculum authority, research capacity and degree-granting power within a single institution.

The deemed university status changes governance, accountability and academic power.

What happens next

The final decision rests with the UGC, followed by Central Government approval. If granted, NCERT will join a
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category of institutions that operate with significant autonomy within India’s higher education system.

For an organisation that has shaped what students read in classrooms for decades, the shift marks a move from
influencing education indirectly to formally producing degrees and research. The implications will unfold not just
in universities, but eventually in how school education policy itself is researched, trained and revised.

For now, the proposal is waiting for one meeting. But once approved, it would permanently alter what NCERT is
allowed to be.
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"Prime Minister Modi has said the country needs to come out of the

Macaulay mentality. The NEP 2020 will be the medium to bring the new

generation of the country out of the Macaulay mentality," he asserted.

"India is a country of the youth and it is the responsibility of the

education department to prepare the youth and future generations with

education in mother tongue, competency based studies and skill based

studies," Pradhan added.

The Union minister further pitched for holistic assessment of studies,

entrepreneurship and innovation in education, adding that youth should

not be just job seekers but also job creators.

The National Education Policy is working in that direction, he said.

Delivering the sixth Ramnath Goenka Lecture in New Delhi on

November 17, PM Modi urged citizens to take a pledge to rid the nation

from the mindset of slavery instilled by Thomas Macaulay.

"The crime committed by Macaulay against India's cultural and

educational foundations will complete 200 years in 2035. I want to

appeal to the entire country: over the next decade, we must resolve to

free ourselves from the mindset of slavery that Macaulay imposed on

India," Modi had said on the occasion.
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Ministry of Defence

State-Level National School Band Competition
successfully concludes as part of Republic Day

Celebrations 2026

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 05 JAN 2026 12:49PM by PIB Delhi

In order to evoke a feeling of oneness, belonging and pride in children, towards their school and country,
the National School Band Competition 2025-26, organised as part of Republic Day Celebrations (RDC)
2026, got successfully completed at the state level and witnessed enthusiastic participation from across
the nation. 

The Competition consists of three levels [State Level, Zonal Level, & National Level (final)] in four
categories (Boys Brass Band, Girls Brass Band, Boys Pipe Band and Girls Pipe Band). The guidelines
for the National School Band Competition 2025-26 were issued by Ministry of Education in October
2025. 

A total of 824 school band teams from 33 States/UTs got registered at State Level out, of which 763
teams comprising of 18,013 children participated. 94 teams have been shortlisted for the Zonal level
competition. The four winner band groups from each Zone (Eastern, Western, Northern & Southern
Zone) i.e. total 16 finalist band teams will compete in the grand finale of the Competition to be held in
New Delhi on January 24, 2026. Their performances will be evaluated by the Jury appointed by Ministry
of Defence including members from each wing of the Defence Forces (Army, Navy and Air Force). 

From RDC 2023 onwards, the National School Band Competition is being jointly conducted by Ministry
of Defence and Ministry of Education. The rhythm of a band rouses passion, courage and action in
children and adults alike. This helps to rejuvenate and rekindle the spirit of patriotism and unity amongst
children in schools throughout the country and motivate them on the path of holistic education. Last year
during the RDC-2025, 709 school band teams were registered for the Competition at State Level out of
which 568 teams (13,999 children) had participated.

1/8/26, 8:55 AM Press Release:Press Information Bureau

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2211393&reg=3&lang=2 1/4
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(रिलीज़ आईडी: 2211393) आगंतुक पटल : 492
इस विज्ञप्ति को इन भाषाओं में पढ़ें : Urdu , हिन्दी , Tamil , Telugu
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Home > Articles > Newsroom > NCERT Set To Receive Deemed-To-Be-University Status From UGC

NCERT set to receive Deemed-to-be-University status from UGC

The Council would be empowered to expand its internal research initiatives and operate as a comprehensive
research university

TNN | Posted January 06, 2026 02:05 PM

The Ministry of Education (MoE) is all set to announce the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) as a deemed-to-be-university. Once the NCERT is accorded the status, it will be able to confer its own
academic degrees, greatly expanding its role beyond its traditional focus on school education. 
 
As reported by news agency ANI, the NCERT is expected to continue receiving most of its funding from the
Department of School Education and Literacy within the Ministry of Education. It indicates that, despite its broader
academic mandate, NCERT’s growth will remain closely tied to the school education system rather than being fully
integrated into the higher education administrative structure.
 
A senior official from Ministry of Education (MoE) informed that all preliminary work for the approval has been
completed, and the final decision now rests with the University Grants Commission (UGC), which is scheduled to hold
a meeting on the matter. A source noted that once the meeting takes place, an announcement is likely before the
month concludes.
 
Earlier in 2023, Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister, Education had announced the government’s plan to upgrade
NCERT into a deemed university, highlighting that its transformation into a research-focused institution would promote
international collaboration and strengthen its role in the global education sector. 
 
NCERT, an autonomous body under the MoE, is key to enhancing school education through curriculum design,
textbook development, educational research, and teacher training. With the new status, NCERT would be empowered
to expand its internal research initiatives and operate as a comprehensive research university.
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Ministry of Defence

Republic Day Celebrations 2026: Veer Gatha 5.0 witnesses record
participation of 1.92 crore students

Over 28,000 students from 91 CBSE-affiliated schools across 18 countries take part
for the first time

100 Super-Winners selected at national level; To witness the parade at Kartavya
Path as Special Guests

Posted On: 08 JAN 2026 3:51PM by PIB Delhi

Project Veer Gatha 5.0, a joint initiative by the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Education as part of Republic Day celebrations, has
received an overwhelming response. This year, approx. 1.92 crore students from around 1.90 lakh schools participated in the project,
marking the highest-ever participation since the inception in 2021. One hundred (100) winners have been selected at the national level: 25
from the Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-5), 25 from the Middle Stage (Grades 6-8), and 50 from the Secondary Stage (Equal representation
from Grades 9-10 and 11-12). The list of Super-100 winners is given below:

(Veer Gatha 5.0 - Super-100 winners)

Launched on September 08, 2025, Veer Gatha 5.0 introduced innovative features to enhance student engagement. For the first time, the
initiative incorporated short-video formats such as videography, anchoring, reporting and storytelling, encouraging students to create content
centred on Samarik Parampara - India’s rich military traditions, strategies, campaigns and heroic legacies.

Students were also encouraged to explore the indomitable spirit and military strategies of great Indian warriors, including King Kharavela of
Kalinga, Prithviraj Chauhan, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the warriors of 1857, and leaders of Tribal Uprisings, among others. This diverse
array of topics not only enhanced the quality of the entries, but also deepened participants' understanding of India’s historical and cultural
legacy.

In a noteworthy expansion, CBSE-affiliated schools abroad joined the initiative for the first time. As many as 28,005 students from 91
schools across 18 countries submitted their entries, marking an important milestone in taking India’s stories of valour and national pride to a
global audience, further strengthening the international reach of the initiative.

The project involved schools conducting activities at the local level, nationwide interaction programmes by Gallantry awardees (both offline
and online), and the submission of top entries via MyGov portal. The school-level activities concluded on November 10, 2025. Following
evaluations at the State and District levels, nearly 4,020 entries were submitted for national-level evaluation, where top 100 entries were
selected as SUPER-100 winners. These winners will be felicitated jointly by the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Education in New
Delhi. Each winner will receive a cash prize of Rs 10,000 and the opportunity to witness the Republic Day Parade 2026 at Kartavya Path as
special guests.

In addition to the 100 national-level winners, eight winners at the State/UT level (two from each category) and four winners at the district
level (one from each category) will be selected and honoured by State/UT/District authorities.

Project Veer Gatha was initiated in 2021 as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to mark India’s 75  year of Independence. The initiative
aims to celebrate the courage of Gallantry awardees by showcasing their heroic deeds and life journeys, while nurturing a sense of patriotism
and civic responsibility among students. From Edition 1 through Edition 5, the project has evolved into an inspiring movement, steadily
expanding its reach across the nation as well as to Indian schools overseas.

Since its launch, Project Veer Gatha has witnessed impressive growth. The first two editions each recognised 25 national winners, with
participation from nearly 08 lakh students in Edition 1 and about 19 lakh in Edition 2. Edition 3 marked a significant achievement, selecting
100 national winners and engaging 1.36 crore students, a figure that rose to 1.76 crore in Veer Gatha 4.0.

****

VK/Savvy
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Ministry of Education

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan chairs meeting on 
Samagra Shiksha 3.0 - 'Reimagining Samagra

Shiksha' in New Delhi

Schools must be entrusted to society - Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan

Union Education Minister calls for a nationwide, unified plan to
drive Samagra Shiksha 2026–27

Consultations to shape a clear roadmap to strengthen school
education and reimagine Samagra Shiksha in line with the

vision of Viksit Bharat

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 09 JAN 2026 5:12PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, chaired a day-long consultation meeting with
the stakeholders on Samagra Shiksha 3.0, titled 'Reimagining Samagra Shiksha', at Sushma Swaraj
Bhawan, Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra, New Delhi, today.

The meeting aimed to develop a strategic, consultative, and implementable roadmap for Samagra
Shiksha 3.0 through collaborative deliberations with States, UTs, and sectoral stakeholders. The
discussions focused on emerging challenges, best practices, and priority interventions required to
strengthen governance, infrastructure, teacher training, and student entitlements in the next phase of the
scheme.
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The meeting was attended by Shri Jayant Chaudhary, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship and Education; Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, School Education and
Literacy; Dr. Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Higher Education; Additional and Joint Secretaries of the Ministry;
State Education Secretaries and State Project Directors (SPDs) of Samagra Shiksha from 11 States and
Union Territories; representatives from various Ministries and eminent experts from the education sector.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pradhan said that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has outlined a
vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047, which can be realised only when every child in India has access to
quality education and the country achieves 100 per cent enrolment up to Class XII. He emphasised that
bridging learning gaps, reducing dropouts, improving learning and nutrition outcomes, strengthening
teacher capacity, fostering critical skills, and moving the ‘Amrit Peedhi’ beyond the Macaulay mindset
are collective responsibilities for building a strong human capital base.

The Union Education Minister added that the collaborative deliberations and pioneering ideas shared at
the forum would help chart a clear roadmap for strengthening the school education ecosystem and
reimagining Samagra Shiksha to make it outcome-oriented, globally competitive, rooted in Bharatiyata,
and responsive to the diverse needs of students. Shri Pradhan stressed that to promote the holistic
development of students and expand access to knowledge through the meaningful integration of
technology, it is essential to once again entrust schools to society.

Referring to the next phase of Samagra Shiksha, Shri Pradhan said that five years after the
implementation of NEP 2020, we are entering a new phase of educational reform aligned with national
development goals. He urged all stakeholders to come together to prepare a robust and holistic annual
plan for the academic year 2026–27 and take it forward as a nationwide movement, noting that the
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convergence of ideas will strengthen collective capacity. Shri Pradhan also appreciated the enthusiastic
participation and valuable suggestions of academic experts, senior officials from sectoral Ministries and
representatives from the 11 participating States and Union Territories.

While addressing, Shri Jayant Chaudhary said that the schemes are most successful when they are
prepared through a bottom-up approach, grounded in the realities of schools and States. He further said
that Samagra Shiksha 3.0 represents this spirit as the larger, operational expression of the National
Education Policy where schools act as agents of change. By embedding skilling, vocational pathways,
digital learning and inclusion within a multidisciplinary education framework, Samagra Shiksha moves
beyond reform to prepare students for work, life and a rapidly changing economy, he added.

While addressing the gathering, Sanjay Kumar underscored the need to improve learning outcomes,as
one of the primary driver of school education,among students, emphasized the importance of age-
appropriate learning, and highlighted the need for curriculum equivalence across different state boards.
He also stressed the importance of leveraging technology, particularly Artificial Intelligence, by
interweaving it into the curriculum and integrating it as a key component of Samagra Shiksha.

A detailed presentation was made by Shri Dheeraj Sahu , Addl. Secretary, School Education & Literacy
on the occasion. It highlighted significant progress under Samagra Shiksha and NEP 2020, while
outlining a framework and milestones for the coming years. Key focus areas mentioned were access,
equity, quality, teacher capacity building, digital education, and outcome-based learning, among others.
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Samagra Shiksha is an integrated, centrally sponsored scheme for school education that marks a
paradigm shift by adopting a holistic approach to school education, covering the entire continuum from
pre-primary to senior secondary level without segmentation.

“हमें स्कू लों को समाज को लौटाना होगा”

'राष्ट्री य शिक्षा नीति 2020' के  क्रियान्वयन के  पाँच वर्षों के  उपरांत, वर्ष 2026-27 में हम 'समग्र
शिक्षा' के  एक नए प्रारूप की ओर बढ़ रहे हैं। आज हमारे  सामने 'विकसित भारत' के  अनुरूप
शिक्षा व्यवस्था और मानव बल तैयार करना सबसे बड़ी चुनौती है।… pic.twitter.com/IMby81t

o2S

— Dharmendra Pradhan (@dpradhanbjp) January 9, 2026

Together with Shri @jayantrld ji co-chaired the Consultation Meeting for re-
imagining Samagra Shiksha.

Appreciate the enthusiastic participation and valuable suggestions of academic
experts, senior officials of sectoral Ministries, @EduMinOfIndia and from the 11

participating… pic.twitter.com/E0CMSE3ijK

— Dharmendra Pradhan (@dpradhanbjp) January 9, 2026

*****

AK

(रिलीज़ आईडी: 2212941) आगंतुक पटल : 1042
इस विज्ञप्ति को इन भाषाओं में पढ़ें : Urdu , Marathi , हिन्दी , Odia , Tamil
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Lighter school bags, classrooms
without ‘backbenchers’: Kerala’s
new lesson plan
A draft report proposing a reduction in weight of school bags and creating
classrooms without 'backbenchers' has been approved by State Curriculum
Steering Committee, General Education Minister V. Sivankutty has said

Updated - January 09, 2026 10:29 am IST - Thiruvananthapuram

PTI

The aim behind the proposals is to ensure happiness of children by reducing the weight of the bags they carry to

school and to create a learning environment without ‘backbenchers’ as part of “democratisation” of classrooms.

(file image for representation) | Photo Credit: RAGU R
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Students trudging to school burdened with a heavy backpack and the presence of

'backbenchers', often associated with children who don't engage in studies, were accepted

scenarios in the education sector, but maybe not for long in Kerala.

A draft report proposing a reduction in weight of school bags and creating classrooms

without 'backbenchers' has been approved by the State Curriculum Steering Committee,

General Education Minister V. Sivankutty has said in a statement.

According to him, the aim behind the proposals is to ensure happiness of children by

reducing the weight of the bags they carry to school and to create a learning environment

without 'backbenchers' as part of "democratisation" of classrooms.

The minister further said that the State Council of Educational Research and Training

(SCERT) was tasked to study these proposals in detail and the draft report prepared by it

has been approved by the committee.

Mr. Sivankutty, in the statement, said it has been decided to invite public comments on

the draft report to ensure the participation of the entire society in the education process.

For this, the report will be made available on the SCERT website and teachers, parents,

students and the general public can submit their comments and suggestions on the issue

till January 20, he said.

He further said that the Department of General Education aims to implement these

changes in schools in the coming academic year, taking into account the suggestions

received from the public.

“These changes will help make our schools more child-friendly and democratic”, the

Minister said.

Published - January 09, 2026 10:28 am IST

In Case You Missed It
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NCERT launches four-day AI learning programme
for mathematics: Here is all you need to know
TOI Education | Jan 12, 2026, 10.56 AM IST

Printed from

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has announced a four-day interactive online programme
focused on improving mathematics learning through Artificial
Intelligence (AI). The initiative aims to address gaps in conceptual
understanding, help teachers and students identify learning
difficulties, and demonstrate how digital tools can be used more
effectively in mathematics education. The programme will be
conducted from January 12 to January 15, 2026, and will be
accessible nationwide through online and broadcast platforms.

— ncert (@ncert)

Programme overview and learning objectives

The programme has been designed to explain how AI-supported tools can be applied in mathematics teaching
and learning at the school level. According to NCERT, the focus will be on understanding how students learn
mathematics, where they commonly make errors, and how these gaps can be addressed systematically.

The sessions will emphasise concept-based learning rather than memorisation, with examples drawn from
classroom situations. NCERT aims to familiarise participants with methods that help track learning outcomes and
support timely academic intervention.
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Schedule, access and eligibility
The programme will be held over four consecutive days, with one session scheduled each day from 10:00 am to
11:00 am IST. Each session will run for one hour. The sessions will be streamed live on NCERT’s official YouTube
channel (@NCERTOFFICIAL) and through PM eVidya channels, ensuring access for students and teachers across
regions. Participation is free of cost, and no separate registration process has been announced. Students,
teachers, and others involved in school education can join the sessions directly through the broadcast platforms.

Day-wise coverage and key themes
Each day of the programme will focus on a different part of mathematics learning using AI.

The first session on January 12 will explain how AI tools can be used to identify common mistakes made by
students and track their learning progress. It will show how data can help understand where students are facing
difficulties.

The January 13 session will focus on creating diagnostic assessments to identify learning gaps. It will explain how
these assessments are different from regular tests, as they are designed to find problem areas rather than just
measure scores.

On January 14, the focus will be on creating visual learning material to improve understanding. The session will
discuss how diagrams, models, and other visual tools can help students grasp difficult or abstract concepts.

The final session on January 15 will focus on differentiated learning through digital platforms. It will explain how AI
tools can support students with different learning needs and allow them to learn at their own pace.
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How it helps students and teachers
The initiative is part of NCERT’s broader plan to improve mathematics learning and bring more digital tools into
classroom teaching. By introducing AI-based approaches, the council aims to help teachers respond more
effectively to student needs and support personalised learning. To get the most out of the sessions, students are
advised to be present at all four.

NCERT has announced that this digital educational series could be one of the many that are planned as part of its
continuous digital education campaign.
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Education

Why NCERT’s teacher training manual on gender has sparked

a controversy
FAREEHA IFTIKHAR 13 January, 2026 07:43 pm IST

Excerpt from chapter on sex and gender in NCERT manual for teacher educators

New Delhi: An NCERT training manual for teacher educators has sparked widespread debate,
with critics accusing it of promoting “toxic western gender ideology”. The controversy centers
on a chapter explaining the difference between sex and gender which states that “while sex is
biological and constant, gender is a social construct”.
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The manual, titled Training Material for Teacher Educators on Gender Equality–Volume 1, has
been in circulation since 2013 and was reprinted in 2019. It is currently available on the
NCERT website.

“Saw these current NCERT books at the World Book Fair. This is the teacher training manual
where they have copy-pasted the entire toxic Western gender ideology into the training. Why
@EduMinOfIndia @dpradhanbjp?” he wrote on X.

The page shared by him explains the difference between sex and gender. It states that while
“sex is constant and remains the same everywhere,” gender is variable and “changes from
time to time, family to family, and culture to culture”.

It further states that “sex cannot be changed without complex medical intervention, whereas
gender can be changed or reoriented”.

“In the time of abysmal academic standards to have this gender ideology garbage guide a
multi-volume teacher training volume is inexcusable. NONE of this needs to be part of
curriculum, stop social engineering,” Sanu wrote. His post went viral and drew reactions from
a large number of people both criticising the manual as well as supporting it.

Ratan Sharda, author of The Relationship between RSS and India’s Struggle for Independence
and other books, also reacted on X saying, “ We can’t get over the #Woke domination even
after 11 years. We can’t go back to our scientific tracts to define issues in our own way!” 

Powered By

The manual came into the spotlight after Sankrant Sanu—author and founder of Garuda
Prakashan, an international publishing venture focused on Indic narratives—shared a page
from it on X, tagging Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and the Ministry of
Education.


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Another X user, The Ruchi Connect, who calls herself proud sanatani Army brat, posted
saying, “The current western gender ideology can create long term damage not only to the
highly malleable minds but also have long term consequences for the society. And, I really
don’t want to look at a guy and not be sure if I say – He, She or they. Stop #woke” 

However, some doctors voiced support for the manual on X. 

For instance, Dr Nisha Dubey, who identifies herself as an MBBS doctor, wrote: “Kudos to the
mind that introduced Sex vs Gender so clearly in textbooks. Sex is biological. Gender is social,
learned, and changeable. Teaching this early helps break stereotypes, build empathy, and
create a more equal society. Education that makes students think is real progress.”

Another X user, Dr Dutta, who identifies himself as a radiologist, wrote: “Doctor here. There is
absolutely nothing wrong with the statements made in the Book! Not sure about the person
tweeting about it.”

ThePrint reached NCERT director D.P. Saklani for a comment via calls and messages. This
report will be updated if and when a response is received.

Also Read: ‘Honest history, not ideology’—NCERT social science panel chief on changes in
Class 8 textbook

What is the manual about

NCERT’s Department of Gender Studies published three volumes in 2013 to support teacher
educators in understanding and integrating gender-equality concepts into education. These
were designed as training and reference material, not as standard school textbooks.

The training material is not meant for students. It is intended for teacher educators who train
school teachers and for others involved in teacher training and curriculum development.

Volume 1 of the manual, which is currently under scrutiny, comprises six modules. These
cover the themes of sex and gender; indicators of gender equality and empowerment; gender
budgeting; gender, media and education; gender and violence; and gender, science and

technology.


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According to the introduction to the manual, the first chapter, titled “Sex and Gender”, which
has been criticised on social media, “makes a subtle distinction between these two terms
through the incorporation of activities. While sex is biological, gender is a social construct.
The chapter also outlines the stereotypical attitudes and notions associated with specific

gender roles. The activities included in this chapter are designed to help practitioners raise
awareness about gender complementarity among participant groups.”

The remaining two volumes of the training material cover a wide range of topics, including
gender-sensitive textbooks and pedagogy, language and gender, creating gender-friendly

classrooms, adolescent girls’ mental health, teacher counselling, life skills, leadership, sports,
and women’s empowerment through education, legal rights, self-help groups, and vocational
training.

Earlier in 2021, NCERT had removed a teacher training manual on the integration of
transgender and gender non-conforming students in schools from its website, after the

National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) flagged “anomalies” in the
document. 

The manual had recommended measures such as providing gender-neutral toilets and
uniforms, ending practices that segregate students by gender for school activities, and
inviting members of the transgender community to speak on campus.

(Edited by Amrtansh Arora)

Also Read: Parsis to Tibetans, India ‘safe haven’ for ‘persecuted communities’ for centuries—
new Class 7 NCERT book
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CBSE issues notice on mandatory public
disclosure norms: Here’s what affiliated schools
need to upload
TOI Education | Jan 13, 2026, 09.06 PM IST

Printed from

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued an
official notice directing all its affiliated schools to upload
Mandatory Public Disclosure information on their official websites
in a revised format.
As per the notice, schools must ensure that accurate and
complete details related to general information, official
documents, academic records, teaching staff, and school
infrastructure are made publicly available for easy access by
parents, students, and authorities.

What is Mandatory Public Disclosure?

Mandatory Public Disclosure is a requirement under which schools must share important information openly on
their website. This helps parents, students, and authorities access verified school-related details easily.
A. General Information to be uploaded

Schools must display the following basic details:

Name of the school
Affiliation number, if applicable
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School code, if applicable
Complete address with pin code
Name and qualification of the principal
Official school email ID
Contact details including landline or mobile number

B. Documents and Certificates required

Schools must upload self-attested copies of the following documents:

Affiliation or upgradation letter and recent extension of affiliation, if any
Society, trust, or company registration or renewal certificate
No Objection Certificate issued by the State Government or Union Territory, if applicable
Recognition certificate under the Right to Education Act, 2009, and its renewal, if applicable
Valid building safety certificate as per the National Building Code
Valid fire safety certificate issued by the competent authority
District Education Officer certificate submitted for affiliation or self-certification by the school
Drinking water, health and sanitation certificates along with water testing report

The notice clearly states that all documents must be self-attested by the Chairman, Manager, or Secretary and
the Principal. If any uploaded document is found to be not genuine at a later stage, the school will be liable for
action as per norms.

C. Result and Academic Information
Schools must upload:
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Fee structure
Annual academic calendar
List of School Management Committee members
List of Parents Teachers Association members
Board examination results of the last three years, as applicable
For Class 10 and Class 12, schools must clearly mention:
Number of registered students
Number of students passed
Pass percentage
Remarks, if any

D. Teaching Staff Details

The following staff information must be uploaded:

Principal
Vice Principal
Headmistress or Headmaster
Total number of teachers

Separate details must be provided for:

Post Graduate Teachers
Trained Graduate Teachers
Primary Teachers
Schools must also upload:

1/15/26, 8:57 AM CBSE issues notice on mandatory public disclosure norms: Here’s what affiliated schools need to upload - Times of India
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Teacher–section ratio
Details of special educator
Details of counsellor and wellness teacher

E. School Infrastructure Details

Schools must share information related to infrastructure, including:

Total campus area in square metres
Number and size of classrooms
Number and size of laboratories, including computer labs
Number and size of the library
Availability of internet facility
Number of toilets for girls, boys, and Children With Special Needs
YouTube link of the school inspection video covering infrastructure

Important note for schools

Schools are advised to carefully check all information before uploading. Any incorrect or false information may
lead to action as per applicable norms.

1/15/26, 8:57 AM CBSE issues notice on mandatory public disclosure norms: Here’s what affiliated schools need to upload - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/cbse-issues-notice-on-mandatory-public-disclosure-norms-heres-what-affiliated-schools-need-to-upload/articleshowprint/126508498.cms 4/4

63



64



65



66



67



A D V E R T I S E M E N T

News India NCERT Turns ‘Woke’: Teacher’s Manual Says ‘Sex Is Natural’, ‘Gender Is Variable’; Sparks Outrage On Social Media,
Education Ministry Silent
NCERT

NCERT Turns ‘Woke’: Teacher’s
Manual Says ‘Sex Is Natural’,
‘Gender Is Variable’; Sparks
Outrage On Social Media, Education
Ministry Silent

Written By Zee Media Bureau | Last Updated: Jan 14, 2026, 01:43 PM IST | Source: Bureau

NCERT Goof-up: Detailing the ‘Sex’ and ‘Gender’, the textbook has termed
sex as natural but gender as variable. It says that gender can be re-
oriented and is a socio-cultural construct. 
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National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is facing

backlash from social media users after one of the pages of its teacher’s

manual went viral. Detailing the ‘Sex’ and ‘Gender’, the textbook has
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termed sex as natural but gender as variable. It says that gender can be

re-oriented and is a socio-cultural construct. However, this has drawn

sharp criticism from the Indians, who called it a copy-paste culture of

Western thoughts while highlighting serious repercussions on society. 

A D V E R T I S E M E N T

"Saw these current NCERT books at the World Book Fair. This is the Teacher

Training Manual where they have copy-pasted the entire toxic Western

gender ideology into the training," said one user.
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Sankrant Sanu सानु संक्रान्त ਸੰਕ੍ਰਾਂਤ ਸਾਨੁ
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Saw these current NCERT books at the World Book Fair. 
This is the Teacher Training Manual where they have copy-
pasted the entire toxic Western gender ideology into the 
training.
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"Gender is variable.
It changes from time to time, culture to culture, family to 
family.
It can be changed/re-oriented"

-This is written in NCERT books.

Wonder what our @EduMinOfIndia  is doing??

4:02 PM · Jan 13, 2026

2.5K Reply Copy link

Read 294 replies

"NCERT Teacher Training Manual - the authors have copy-pasted the

entire woke western gender narrative in. Where are we heading @ncert?

Who is doing the due diligence at your end? Why are we introducing the

woke virus in our system? Is @EduMinOfIndia sleeping?" added another

user.

1/15/26, 9:25 AM NCERT Turns ‘Woke’: Teacher’s Manual Says ‘Sex Is Natural’, ‘Gender Is Variable’; Sparks Outrage On Social Media, Education Mi…

https://zeenews.india.com/india/ncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education… 4/10

71

https://twitter.com/neha_laldas?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html
https://twitter.com/neha_laldas?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html
https://twitter.com/neha_laldas?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html
https://twitter.com/intent/follow?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html&screen_name=neha_laldas
https://twitter.com/neha_laldas/status/2011023617249984915?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html
https://twitter.com/EduMinOfIndia?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html
https://x.com/neha_laldas/status/2011023617249984915/photo/1
https://twitter.com/neha_laldas/status/2011023617249984915?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html
https://help.twitter.com/en/twitter-for-websites-ads-info-and-privacy
https://twitter.com/intent/like?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html&tweet_id=2011023617249984915
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html&in_reply_to=2011023617249984915
https://twitter.com/neha_laldas/status/2011023617249984915?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E2011023617249984915%7Ctwgr%5E400ee2648a9403ffad8b0ddac8e71f90930fffdd%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fzeenews.india.com%2Findia%2Fncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education-ministry-silent-3006528.html


NCERT Western Culture Dharmendra Pradhan

Sameer
@BesuraTaansane · Follow

NCERT Teacher Training Manual - the authors have copy-
pasted the entire woke western gender narrative in 

Where are we heading @ncert ? Who is doing the due 
diligence at your end? Why are we introducing the woke 
virus in our system? Is @EduMinOfIndia sleeping? 

cc @dpradhanbjp Show more
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17 Reply Copy link
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"Gender can be changed or reoriented” - from an NCERT school textbook

about ‘Sex and Gender’. Gender change operations and contraceptives -

this is what children are being taught in the name of sex education. This

textbook was introduced in schools in 2013 and continues. India -

potentially the biggest future market for these industries - simply copy-

pastes this ideological propaganda. The fight has begun. Attempts are

underway to dilute age of consent to legalise sex with Class 10 schoolgirls,

which we are fighting, without compromise," said another user.

Notably, the users have highlighted that what is written in the teacher’s

manual is just the opposite to the Indian culture and ethos. The Ministry of

Education and Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan are yet to take

cognisance of and address the concern.

Stay informed on all the latest news, real-time breaking news updates,

and follow all the important headlines in india news andworld News on

Zee News.
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KashiTamil Sangamam: Tribute to Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat 
Narendra Modi 
Prime Minister of India 

few days ago, I was in 
land of 

Pary, marking a 

15 Jonuany o26, lag o -5 

the saCreo nart of \Somnath 
the Somnath Swah 

During one of the Mann Ki 
Baat programnes, I had sajd 
that not learning Tamil İs a 
major regret of my life. 
Fortunutely, over the last few 
years, our Government has 
had several opportunities to 
further popularise Tamil 
culture across India and to 
deeben the spirit of 'Ek tepe Shreshtha Bharat. Bhara 
A prime example of such an 
eltort is the Kashi-Tamil 

am In our ethos, Sangamann Sanganm or confluence has a 
special place. Seen in this 
light, to Kashi-Tamil the 

the Sangamam stands out as a 

distinctive living itiativ truly 
one that celebrates the 
unity of India's many tradi 
tions while honouring their 
unique identities. 

thous 
years since the first attack 
on Sonnath, which took 
place in 1026. People rom 
all acrOSs India had come to 
e part of t}his moment of 
remembrance, united by a 
shared reverence fr hist0 
ry culture and the enduring 
spirit of the people of India. 
During the programme, 1 
met a few people who had 
previously 
Somnath during 
Sau a s htra-T a m il 
Sanganam and had been to 
Kashi duríng the Kashi 
Tamil Sangaam. Their 
words of appreciation for 
such platforms touched me 
and so, I thought of sharing 
a few thoughts on this sub 

ject. 

come 

And what can be a better 
place than Kashi to host 
such a Sangamam. The 
same Kashi, which has 

remained a civilisatíonal 
anchor from time immemo 
rial... where, for thousands 
of years, people from all 
over have come in search of 
knowledge, mneaning and 
Moksha. 
Kashi's connection with 

Tamil people and culture is 
very deep. It is in Kashi that 
Baba Vishwanath resides, 
while Tamil Nadu has 
Rameswaram. Tenkasi in 
T'amil Nadu is known as 
Kashi of the south or 
Dakshin Kashi. Saint 
Ku m aragur upa rar 
Swamigal forged a lasting 
línk between Kashi and 
Tamil Nadu through his 

scholarship spirituality, 
and institution-building. 

Subranania Mahakavi 
of Tamil Bharati, one 

Nadu's greatest sons, found 
in Kashi a space of intellec-
tual growth and spiritual 
awakening. It was here that 
his nationalisım deepened, 
his poetry sharpened and 
his vision of a firee, united 
India took clearer shape. 
There are several such 

that highlight instances 
this close bond. 
The first edition of Kashi-

Sangamam took Tamil 

place in 2022. I recall attend 
ing the inauguration pro 
gramme. Scholars, artisans, 
students, farmers, writers, professionals and many oth 
ers from Tamil Nadu trav 
elled to Kashi, Prayagraj 
and Ayodhya. 

editions Subsequent expanded the scale and 
depth of this effort. The aim 
was to keep introducing 
fresh themes, innovative 
formats and deeper engage 
ment, thus ensuring that 
the Sangamamn continued to 
evolve while remaining 
rooted in its core spirit. In 
the second edition in 2023, 
technology was used on a 
larger scale to ensure that 
language does not become a 
barrier for people. In the 
third edition, the focus was 
on Indian knowledge sys 
tems. At the same time, aca 
demic discussions, cultural 
performances, exhibitions 
and interactions witnessed 

participation. greater 
Thousands of people have 
taken part in these events. 
The fourth edition of the 

Kashi Tamil Sangamam 
2nd commenced 

December 2025. The theme 
picked was very interesting 

on 

KASHI'S CONNECTION 
with Tamil people and cul 
ture is very deep. It is in 
Kashi that Baba 
Vishwanath resides, while 
Tamil Nadu has 

Tenkasi in Rameswaram, T 
Tamil Nadu is known as 
Kashi of the south or 
Dakshin Kashi. 

Learn -Tamil Karkalam 
Tamil. It presented a unique 

in opportuniyor narts to peonle 

Kashi ana oTamil 
learn the 
language. trom Tamil Nod 
students of 

came 

and the 
had 

ce! Very memorabashi 

There. were many other 
special events this time. 

the Tholkappiyam, 
ancient Tamil literary clas 
sic, was translated into 4 
Indian languages and 6 for 
eign languages. 

were held. The e: pedition 
paid homage to King Adi 
Veera Paxakrama 
Pandiyan, the great. Pandya 
ruler who spread the mes 
sage of cultural oneness. There were exhiti tions at 
Namo Ghat, acade.mic ses 
sions at Banaras Hindu 
University, as well as cultur 
al programmes 

experience: 

A unique event, Sage 
Agasthya Vehicle 
Expedition (SAVE), was 
undertaken from Tenkasi to 
Kashi. On the way, various 
initiatives such as eye 
camps, health awareness 

digital camps, literacy 
camps, among other things, 

Ous songs and conversations 
Here, I would also like to 

appreciate my sisters and 
brothers of Kashi and Uttar 
Pradesh for their warmth 
and hospitality shosn to 
the delegates of the various 
Kashi-Tamil Sangamams. 
Several people opened the 
doors of their homes for the 
guests from Tamil Nadu. 
The local administration 
worked round the clock to 
ensure the guests had a 
seamless experience. As the 
MP from Varanasi. I could 
not be prouder! 

One of the things that 
makes me most happy about 
the Kashi-Tamil Sangamam 
is the participation of thou 
sands of youngsters. It illus 
trates the passion among 
our Yuva Shakti to deepen 
their connect with our 
roots. It is a brillint plat 
form for them to showcase 
their talent and cıreativity 
during the various cultural 

ammes. programm the to n addition 
effort s have Sangam 

been made to make the jour maae ney to Kashi memoiable for 
the participants. Th.e Indian 
Railways operated special 
trains to take peoxile rom Uttar Nadu Tamil to 
Pradesh. In many railway 
stations, particul urly in 
Tamil Nadu, the:y were 
cheered, and the train jour 
ney was marked by melodi 

ple exchanges and creating 
lasting bonds between parts 
of the country that share a 
civilisational ethos. In the 
coming times, we want to 
make this platform even 
more vibrant. Most impor 
tantly, it has furthered the 
spirit Ek Bharat, 
Shreshtha Bharat.' This 
spirit has flourished for 
centuries through our festi 
vals, literature, music, art 
cuísine, architecture. svs 
tems of knowledge and 
more. 

This time, the valedictory 
function of the Kashi-Tamil 
Sangamam was held in 
Rameswaram and it was 

Vice the by graced President of India. Thiru 
CP Radhakrishnan Ji. who 
is himself a proud son of 
Tamil Nadu. He delivered a 
very inspiring address. 
emphasising India's spiritu 
al greatness and how such 
platforms deepen national 
integra 
mhe Tamil Kashi 
Sangam amam has delivered 
meaningful outcomes like 

cultural strengtheni 

understanding. fostering 
acadenmic and people-t0-peo 

ng 

of 

This time of the year is 
verv auspicious for people 
across the length and 
breadth of India. People are 

marking enthusiastically 
festivals various like 

Uttarayan. Sankranti, 
Pongal, Magh Bibu, which 
are, amnong other things 
associated with the Sun. 
nature and farming. These 
festivals brìng people 
together and deepen the 
Spirit of harmony in our 
society. I convey iny best 
wishes for these festivals 
and hope they continue to 
inspire us to deepen nation 
al unity through our shared 
heritage and collective par 
ticipation. 
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Haryana ends age relaxation, makes 6 years
mandatory for Class 1 admissions from the 2026–
27 academic session
TOI Education | Jan 18, 2026, 12.42 PM IST

Printed from

Haryana has formally ended all forms of age relaxation for Class 1
admissions, making completion of six years compulsory from the
2026–27 academic session. The decision aligns the state’s
admission framework with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and directions of the Punjab and Haryana high court.
The move is expected to affect thousands of families planning
first-time school admissions, particularly in Gurgaon and other
urban centres, where competition for entry-level seats remains
high and admission timelines are closely tracked by parents.

Rules amended after court interventionThe state government has
amended the Haryana Right to Education Rules, 2011, which
earlier allowed children aged between five and six to be admitted

to Class 1. That provision had triggered recurring confusion and legal disputes during every admission season. In
the Divisha Yadav versus State of Haryana case, the high court criticised the state for endorsing the NEP norm
while continuing with older bylaws and directed it to bring state rules in line with central policy.
Officials clarified that children falling short of the age cut-off will be placed in Balvatika or pre-primary classes
and shifted to Class 1 once they meet eligibility, allowing them to continue with the same peer group.
Private schools outline admission patterns
Explaining seat availability, DPS Gurgaon (Sector 45) principal Aditi Misra said the school has about 150 pre-
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nursery seats across six sections, with nursery and kindergarten running multiple sections capped at 27–28
students. “Pre-nursery and nursery seats are usually fully occupied, with only a few reserved for transfer cases,”
Misra told the TNN, adding that Class 1 vacancies typically arise due to family relocations. She said draws of lots
are conducted in the presence of parents to ensure transparency.

At Manav Rachna International School, Sector 51, admissions for the upcoming session were released in July. The
school informed parents through its website, app, emails and notice boards. Officials said demand for early years
far exceeds availability, with limited later vacancies due to withdrawals, in conversation with the TNN.

Admission timelines and assessment methods

A similar pattern is seen at DAV School, Sector 49, which follows a point-based system. Principal Charu Maini said
the school received around 600 applications for just over 100 nursery and LKG seats, with distance carrying the
highest weightage. “Admissions to higher classes are conducted through tests, with merit and extracurricular
activities considered, while 10 per cent seats are reserved under the EWS/DG category,” Maini said, quoted by the
TNN.

How Haryana compares nationally

A state-wise snapshot shows Haryana joining several regions enforcing the six-year norm, while others continue
with lower entry ages.

State / UT Minimum age
for Class 1

Status and notes (2026) Official reference (examples)
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Haryana 6 years Mandatory from 2026–27 academic
session; no relaxation permitted

SCERT Haryana, school portals

Delhi 6 years Uniform age norm applicable to all
schools

edudel.nic.in

Goa 6 years Implemented through the School
Education Bill

education.goa.gov.in

Uttar Pradesh 6 years Transition completed upbasiceduboard.gov.in

Bihar 6 years Following NEP framework educationbihar.gov.in

Karnataka 6 years Phased implementation with June 1
cut-off

SSP Karnataka portal

Gujarat 6 years Fully implemented with June 1 cut-
off

gujarat-education.gov.in
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Maharashtra 6 years Implemented statewide maharashtra.gov.in/education

Punjab 6 years Pre-primary structure reorganised education.punjab.gov.in

Tamil Nadu 5 years or less Not aligned with NEP age norm tnedu.gov.in

Kerala 5+ years Lower entry age continues education.kerala.gov.in

Andhra Pradesh 5+ years Not aligned with NEP age
requirement

ap.gov.in/education

Telangana 5 years Lower age norm in force tgtwguru.net

Puducherry 5 years Lower age norm followed education.py.gov.in

Chhattisgarh Varies Age criteria not standardised cgeducation.nic.in
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Assam, Jharkhand,
Odisha and others

Mostly 6 years Largely compliant as per available
data; local verification advised

Respective state education
portals

Education officials reiterated that parents should rely on official notifications while applying to schools under the
revised framework.
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NCERT cracks down on textbook piracy, seizes
32,000 fake books in major Delhi–NCR raid
TOI Education | Jan 18, 2026, 01.05 PM IST

Printed from

Acting on specific intelligence inputs, the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), in coordination with
the Crime Branch of Delhi Police, has assisted in a major
crackdown on textbook piracy, leading to the seizure of around
32,000 pirated NCERT textbooks from an illegal printing facility in
Ghaziabad, as per the official release issued by NCERT.The raid,
carried out at a printing unit in Village Jawli, Loni, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, exposed a large-scale operation involved in the
unauthorised printing of NCERT textbooks across multiple classes
and subjects, ahead of their circulation in the market.

Intelligence-led operation in Ghaziabad
According to the official NCERT release, the Crime Branch of Delhi Police conducted the raid after developing
inputs during an earlier investigation into copyright violations related to NCERT publications. During the
operation, law enforcement officials recovered thousands of illegally printed textbooks along with two printing
machines, aluminium printing plates, paper rolls and printing ink, pointing to industrial-scale counterfeit
production.

Officials said the presence of heavy printing equipment indicated that the facility was capable of producing and
distributing textbooks in bulk, raising concerns about the extent of piracy in the education supply chain.
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Case linked to earlier FIR
The action was initiated on the basis of intelligence gathered during an earlier case registered by the Crime
Branch of Delhi Police vide FIR No. 336/2025 dated November 11, 2025, as per the official NCERT release. The case
was filed under relevant provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the Copyright Act, 1957.

Police sources said further investigation is underway to trace the network involved in the printing, distribution
and sale of pirated textbooks, including possible links to wholesalers and retailers operating in the Delhi–NCR
region.

NCERT publication officials assist police
As stated in the official release issued by NCERT, officials from the council’s Publication Division were present
during the raid and seizure proceedings. They provided technical assistance to the Delhi Police in identifying and
verifying the pirated textbooks, examining printing quality, content accuracy and reproduction patterns to
establish copyright infringement.

NCERT officials have increasingly been working with law enforcement agencies to curb the circulation of
counterfeit educational material, particularly during peak demand periods.

Piracy harms students and education system
NCERT, in its official statement, reiterated that unauthorised printing, distribution or sale of its textbooks is a
punishable offence under law. The council warned that pirated textbooks often contain poor-quality printing,
missing pages and incorrect or outdated content, which can adversely affect students’ learning outcomes.

“Such activities not only violate copyright but also harm students and the education system by circulating
substandard and incorrect content,” the release said.
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Advisory to parents and students
NCERT has urged students, parents and schools to purchase textbooks only from authorised sources and official
distribution channels. As per the official release, members of the public have also been encouraged to report
suspected cases of textbook piracy to NCERT or local authorities.

The seizure underscores NCERT’s renewed enforcement push against textbook piracy and signals stricter action
against those involved in the illegal reproduction of academic material.
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Shifting priorities: The evolving dynamics o
choosing a school
Parents in India are shifting school choices away from traditional boards and exams. New

priorities focus on holistic development and future readiness. Policy reforms like the Nation

Education Policy 2020 encourage multidisciplinary learning. Alternative school models are

gaining popularity. Universities seek more than just marks. Parents now seek schools that

foster critical thinking and real-world connections.

By Dr Tristha Ramamurthy

India’s education system has traditionally prioritized boards and

examinations. For years, parents chose schools based on board

performance, secure academic streams, and exam results.

This traditional framework no longer adequately reflects the decisions
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parents currently face. The

purpose and promise of

education are now subject

to greater scrutiny, and

school choice is being

redefined by emerging

priorities.

In cities like Bangalore,

parents are making school

choices in a changing

context. This significant,

though uneven, shift is

driven by policy reforms, evolving careers, and a deeper focus on

educational outcomes.

At the policy level, the transformation is evident. The National

Education Policy 2020 has introduced reforms that were previously

considered unattainable. It advocates for multidisciplinary learning,

flexible subject selection, and a deliberate departure from rigid

academic divisions.

Boards have begun to reflect this intent through reforms that reduce the

pressure of single high-stakes exams and introduce more choice and
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flexibility in assessment. The message is clear. Exams still matter, but

they are no longer meant to define a child’s entire academic identity.

This policy environment has created room for schools to innovate and for

parents to question long-held assumptions about what a “good”

education looks like.

The impact of this shift is most visible among parents of younger

children. Families with children in pre-primary and primary years are far

more experimental than previous generations. In Bangalore, especially,

alternative school models are no longer seen as risky detours.

Nature-based learning, Montessori-inspired environments, project-based

schools, and hybrid models are now mainstream options. Homeschooling

and micro-schooling are also growing, motivated by a desire for

personalized learning and flexibility.

For many parents, the early years are no longer about academic

acceleration. They are about curiosity, emotional security, language,

social confidence, and a genuine love for learning. At this stage, boards

feel distant, and in many cases, intentionally so.
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This rethinking of school education is also being shaped by what lies

beyond it. Undergraduate education has expanded dramatically. Design,

liberal arts, environmental studies, data science, entrepreneurship, and

interdisciplinary programmes are now credible pathways. Universities

are increasingly looking for more than marks.

As a result, parents are asking whether a school will allow their child to

explore interests, take intellectual risks, and build depth over time.

Board choice, once a default decision, is now being evaluated through

this lens.

Yet with more options has come more confusion. Parents today are

surrounded by advice, much of it contradictory. Conversations are

shaped by personal experiences, peer networks, coaching narratives, and

social media impressions. Schools are evaluated on perception rather

than practice.

Fear plays a quiet but powerful role, particularly around transition points

such as Class 8, 9, or 11. Many families worry about making an irreversible

mistake, even though the system itself is becoming more flexible.

Parents are increasingly prioritizing skills over content, experience over

achievement, and confidence over compliance. They want schools where

children learn how to think, not just what to remember. Where learning
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connects to the real world and values are embedded in daily practice.

Choosing a school has never been easy. But today, it is no longer a purely

academic or transactional decision. Parents are viewing schools as

spaces of alignment, with their beliefs about childhood, success, well-

being, and the future their children will inherit.

In that sense, the conversation around boards and admissions is no longer

just about outcomes but recognising schools that build strong, capable

learners.

Dr Tristha Ramamurthy is the Founder Ekya schools and Provost CMR
University.

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed are solely of the author and
ETEDUCATION does not necessarily subscribe to it. ETEDUCATION
will not be responsible for any damage caused to any person or
organisation directly or indirectly.
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Ministry of Education

Inclusive and Equitable Education Central to the vision
of Viksit Bharat: Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates the Inclusive Education
Summit 2026 in New Delhi

Posted On: 21 JAN 2026 7:18PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, today inaugurated the 3-day
Inclusive Education Summit 2026, organized by the Department of School Education
& Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education, from January 21 to 23, 2026, in New Delhi.
On the occasion, he also inaugurated the Exhibition, which is displaying the latest
technology-enabled assistive devices for Children with Special Needs (CwSN).

Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL; Shri Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director, NCERT; Dr. Mallika Nadda,

Chairperson, Special Olympics Bharat and senior officials from the Ministry of Education, NCERT, national

institutions, and other stakeholders were present on the occasion.
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Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pradhan stated that the Inclusive Education Summit has been organised with the

objective of reinforcing the national commitment to inclusive education. He emphasised that inclusive education

is not confined to any single scheme but represented a collective resolve to ensure dignity, equal opportunity, and

a self-reliant future for every child. Reiterating the vision of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi of ‘Sabka

Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’, he underlined that the foundation of a Viksit Bharat can be laid through

education that is equitable, sensitive, and inclusive. He noted that the expansion of disability categories from six

to twenty-one reflects this inclusive approach.

He further highlighted the importance of early identification of learning challenges such as dyslexia and

dyscalculia, and stressed that inclusive education is not the responsibility of schools or families alone, but a shared

responsibility of society as a whole. He added that this collective approach, rooted in equal opportunity, dignity,

and participation, will pave the way towards achieving a Viksit Bharat.

The Union Minister walked through the exhibition showcasing assistive products, solutions, and smart

technologies at the Inclusive Education Summit. He expressed appreciation for the innovative and world-class

solutions developed by Indian start-ups to make education more inclusive and to address the diverse needs of

Children with Special Needs (CwSN) and Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).
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He emphasised that ensuring dignity, accessibility, and equal opportunities for the Divyang population is a

collective responsibility. He also underlined the need for continued efforts through enabling laws, accessible

infrastructure, inclusive policies, and sustained innovation to realise the vision of Viksit Bharat.

While addressing, Shri Sanjay Kumar said that the National Education Policy 2020 envisages an inclusive

education system that ensures no child is out of school, with a clear goal of achieving 100 per cent gross

enrolment at the secondary level by 2030. He emphasised that inclusion goes beyond access, and that every child

who enters the education system must experience meaningful learning outcomes, feel safe, develop socially, and

be supported through early identification and timely intervention for any specific learning disabilities , particularly

during the foundational years, adding that this vision can be realised only through a whole-of-society and

government approach. Empathy for all must be inculcated in all our children and teachers so we are sensitive to

different needs of all.

The Summit aims to strengthen policies, practices, and innovations for inclusive education for Children with

Special Needs (CwSN) in alignment with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the Rights of Persons

with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016. Conceptualised as a collective platform for reflection and learning, the

Summit brings together policymakers, national institutions, States and Union Territories, education boards,

experts, civil society organisations, start-ups, and industry partners to share best practices, showcase innovations,

and chart future pathways for inclusive education in India.

The context setting for the Summit was done by Smt. A. Srija, Economic Advisor, Department of School

Education and Literacy (DoSEL). She outlined that the Summit brings together stakeholders to strengthen

collective efforts towards building an education system that works for every child and addresses the continuum of

inclusive education from early identification and learning to participation, skills, and livelihoods. It also covered

discussions with school boards on inclusive assessment and examination accommodations, as well as

deliberations on skill development and employment pathways for Children with Special Needs (CwSN).
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Focus Areas of the Summit

The three-day Summit is structured around key thematic areas:

Day 1: Leveraging Digital Technology and Assistive Devices for Inclusive Education

The first day will focus on the role of digital technologies and assistive devices in improving access, participation,

and learning outcomes for CwSN. Innovative solutions addressing visual, hearing, locomotor, intellectual, and

multiple disabilities will be showcased through live demonstrations and exhibitions by start-ups, research

institutions, and national organisations.

Day 2: Inclusive Education Pathways – National Models, Tools & Trainings

The second day will highlight major national initiatives and capacity-building measures, including:

PRASHAST 2.0, the upgraded disability screening and tracking tool integrated with UDISE+

Teacher training and sensitisation of teaching and non-teaching staff for inclusive classrooms

Strengthening of Resource Rooms and Resource Centres through proposed national guidelines

Promotion of inclusive sports and vocational education pathways for CwSN

 

Deliberations will involve representatives from the Ministry of Education, NCERT, Rehabilitation Council of

India (RCI), Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Department of Sports, and

other national institutions.

Day 3: Specific Learning Disabilities, Neurodiversity, and Future Avenues for CwSN

The final day will focus on Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) and the broader spectrum of neurodiversity,

addressing issues related to identification, curriculum adaptation, pedagogy, assessment, and board-level

provisions. Discussions will also explore remedial education, skill development, and education-to-employment

pathways, with participation from education boards and private sector stakeholders.
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The Inclusive Education Summit aims to:

Strengthen policy and practice for inclusive education

Promote the adoption of assistive technologies and digital tools

Build teacher capacity and institutional readiness

Enhance inter-sectoral collaboration

Identify future directions for education-to-employment pathways for CwSN
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Vikrant Massey calls for more creative approaches in Indian
classrooms

Actor Vikrant Massey met Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan for an in-depth

discussion on strengthening Bharatiya Bhasha in the education system, with a focus on early

childhood education, nurturing creativity, and promoting critical thinking in classrooms.
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New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 21, 2026 10:04 IST

Actor Vikrant Massey recently met with Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan

for an engaging and forward-looking conversation on strengthening India’s education

system through the promotion of Bharatiya Bhasha.

Their discussion focused on nurturing creativity, critical thinking, and cultural rootedness

among students, underscoring the importance of integrating India’s linguistic and cultural

heritage into modern learning spaces.

The interaction reflected a growing convergence between the creative arts and public

policymaking, highlighting how collaboration across sectors can play a key role in

empowering young minds and shaping more inclusive, vibrant classrooms.

Vikrant Massey, Dharmendra Pradhan exchange ideas on innovation and creativity in education (X/@dpradhanbjp)
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A CONVERSATION ROOTED IN CULTURE AND EDUCATION

Sharing moments from the meeting on Instagram, Vikrant Massey described the

interaction as insightful, productive, and empowering. The actor also praised Dharmendra

Pradhan’s strong commitment to promoting Bharatiya Bhasha and his efforts to inspire

young people across the country to stay connected to their cultural roots.

MAKE INDIA TODAY
MY TRUSTED SOURCE

"Thank you for being so open and allowing the space to share some ideas that would make

our classrooms more vibrant and interactive," Massey wrote, adding that the discussion

focused on making education more engaging and inclusive.

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN APPLAUDS VIKRANT MASSEY'S PASSION

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan also shared his thoughts on the meeting via X,

praising the actor's genuine interest in education and early childhood development.
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Dharmendra Pradhan
@dpradhanbjp · Follow

Delighted to meet popular actor and a powerhouse of 
talent, Vikrant Massey. 

Insightful exchange of ideas on fostering creativity and 
critical thinking from early childhood through Bharatiya 
Bhasa. Glad to see young achievers like Vikrant passionate 
about contributing to the Show more
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He further lauded Massey for his willingness to contribute ideas that could help

strengthen culturally rooted and inclusive learning environments.

Vikrant Massey's meeting with Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan underscores the

evolving role of artists in shaping conversations beyond cinema, particularly in education

and cultural identity.

As the actor continues to make strides both on-screen and off-screen, his engagement

with national issues and upcoming cinematic ventures reflects a career that balances

creative excellence with social consciousness.

- Ends
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Ministry of Education

Deliberations continue on strengthening inclusive
education pathways for Children with Special Needs
as experts share insights on Day 2 of the Inclusive

Education Summit 2026

Posted On: 22 JAN 2026 8:48PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education, continued the
deliberations on strengthening inclusive education for Children with Special Needs (CwSN) on the second
day of the Inclusive Education Summit 2026, being held  from 21–23 January 2026 at The Lalit, New Delhi.
The Summit is being organised in alignment with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, with an objective of fostering equitable, accessible and
learner-centric education systems across the country.

The 2nd day of the Summit focused on “Inclusive Education Pathways”, highlighting key national
initiatives, digital tools, teacher capacity-building frameworks and inter-sectoral collaboration to strengthen
inclusive education ecosystems. The proceedings were attended by Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL;
Ms. A. Srija, Economic Advisor, DoSEL and senior officials from DoSEL, Ministry of Education, along
with representatives from national institutions, States/UTs and partner organisations.

1/23/26, 9:00 AM Press Release:Press Information Bureau

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2217448&reg=3&lang=1 1/4

113



The day commenced with a contextual overview by Ms. Ira Singhal, Deputy Secretary, DoSEL, who
introduced PRASHAST 2.0, the revamped disability screening tool. She emphasized that PRASHAST 2.0
marks a significant step towards early identification, systematic screening and timely support for CwSN,
enabling evidence-based planning and targeted interventions at the school level. Mr. Ram Singh, Joint
Director, DoSEL, presented key data on enrolment of CwSN across schools, underscoring the importance of
data-driven decision-making in strengthening inclusive education policies and practices. Mr. Prabhat Mishra,
Joint Director, National Informatics Centre (NIC), DoSEL, provided a live demonstration of PRASHAST
2.0, showcasing its digital features, integration with UDISE+ and functionalities for efficient screening, data
capture, tracking and monitoring of CwSN.

1/23/26, 9:00 AM Press Release:Press Information Bureau
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State-level initiatives were presented by representatives from Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal, highlighting
context-specific and scalable models of inclusive education. Dr. Sandhya Rai, Director, SCERT and Mr.
Sukanto Goswami, Inclusive Education Coordinator, West Bengal, shared practices focusing on early
identification through PRASHAST and child-centric interventions delivered through strengthened resource
room support systems. Mr. Srinivas Rao, State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, Andhra Pradesh,
showcased the establishment of 125 Autism Support Centres, describing them as a transformative step
towards empowering children with autism through inclusive education.

The session on special education reforms was addressed by Mr. Ashish Thakare, Member Secretary,
Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), who highlighted RCI’s ongoing initiatives to strengthen professional
standards, training and regulatory frameworks in special education, reaffirming RCI’s commitment to
inclusive and accessible education for all learners.

Teacher education and pedagogy formed a key focus area during the day. Dr. Sharad Sinha, Professor &
Head, Department of Teacher Education, NCERT, presented a structured 8-module framework aimed at
mainstreaming inclusive pedagogy in teacher education programmes, stressing the shift from access to
achievement for all learners. Prof. Akhilesh Mishra, Chairperson, NIOS, highlighted NIOS initiatives
towards universalisation of school education through accessible e-content, flexible admission and
examination systems and the Inclusive Education Policy for Open Schooling (2022). Prof. Pankaj Arora,
Chairman, NCTE, emphasized the integration of inclusive education into the foundational curricular
framework of teacher education and the role of the National Mentoring Mission in supporting inclusive
practices.

Ms. Richa Chauhan and Ms. Kalash Kaushal, Special Olympics Bharat, highlighted initiatives promoting
sports for children with intellectual and developmental disabilities, underscoring the organisation’s role as
India’s national sports federation advancing inclusion through nationwide programmes. Mr. David Abalsom,
Honorary General Secretary, Indian Blind Sports Association, spoke on sports for children with visual
impairment, emphasizing sports as a means to build confidence, independence, mobility and equal
opportunities for visually impaired children.

Dr. Shilpa Manogna, Associate Professor, DEGSN, NCERT, highlighted the strengthening of inclusive
education through the development of existing resource centres and the establishment of new resource
centres and resource rooms, which will better support learners with diverse needs. Ms. Amita Tandon,
Education Specialist, UNICEF, emphasized the importance of disability-inclusive language, noting that
inclusive communication plays a critical role in shaping attitudes, reducing stigma and enabling meaningful
inclusion. Prof. Bharti Kaushik, CIET, NCERT, highlighted the role of PM e-Vidya ISL Channel 31 in
building an inclusive learning community and showcased “Kitaab Ek, Padhe Anek”, developed using
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), enabling a single textbook to offer multiple, accessible learning
pathways.

The day concluded with an Open House discussion with States and Union Territories, enabling experience-
sharing and collaborative problem-solving. The deliberations during the second day of Inclusive Education
Summit reinforced the objectives of strengthening policy and practice, promoting assistive technologies and
digital innovations, building institutional readiness and identifying future pathways linking education, sports
and employment for children with special needs.

*****
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Ministry of Finance

Government of India and Republic of Korea
conduct Signing of Exchange of Notes for

NCERT’s Technical Cooperation project titled
"Strengthening Vocational Education and Training

in Mechatronics in India" with KOICA

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 22 JAN 2025 7:12PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India and the Republic of Korea conducted signing of Exchange of Notes for the
Technical Cooperation Project titled ‘Strengthening Vocational Education and Training in Mechatronics
in India’, on 20  January 2025, in New Delhi. The project will be implemented in collaboration with
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) of Government of Republic of Korea. This is the first
project being implemented with assistance of KOICA in India.

th
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The signees were Ms. Manisha Sinha, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Finance, for Government of India and H.E. Mr. Lee Seong-ho, Ambassador of Republic of Korea to
India for the for the Republic of Korea.

The Project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of vocational education and training in
mechatronics in India and will be implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE),
Bhopal, where it will help build environment to pilot education in mechatronics by preparing curriculum,
textbooks, teacher’s manual and equipment. The project will help build capacity of teachers in
mechatronics while also facilitating networking between industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) partner for
development cooperation in October, 2016. The bilateral relationship between the two countries was
upgraded to ‘Special Strategic Partnership’ in the year 2015. Signing of the exchange of notes for the
NCERT project will further consolidate and strengthen the Special Strategic Partnership between India
and the Republic of Korea.

****
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NCERT offers 24-week free online Sociology
course with certificate on SWAYAM: Here is what
school students should know
TOI Education | Jan 23, 2026, 01.53 PM IST

Printed from

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT), in association with SWAYAM under the Government of
India initiative, has launched a course on ‘Sociology’ for school-
level students that can be accessed online without charge. The
course has 24 weeks of study content to familiarize the student
with basic concepts in sociology.
Open to school students, the course aims to move learners
beyond common-sense views of society and develop a
sociological way of thinking. The enrollment for the programme
started on September 22, 2025, and conclude on March 6, 2026.
Students who successfully complete the final assessment with
the required score will be awarded a course completion certificate

by SWAYAM.

What the Sociology course aims to teach
The introductory Sociology course focuses on helping students understand what sociology is and how
sociologists study society. Learners will be introduced to the sociological perspective, which encourages
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questioning ideas that are often taken for granted in everyday life. The course explains how sociology differs from
common sense by using concepts, theories, and research methods to understand social reality.
Within the initial courses, students are encouraged to understand the concept of society used in the course. Also,
students are expected to become familiar with the area or subject matter of sociology. Later on, students are able
to learn key terms used in the study that help explain the behavior of human beings. Students will also be able to
understand how society affects individuals.

Detailed syllabus and course structure

The course is divided into five chapters, each covering key areas of sociology.
Chapter 1 looks at sociology and society, defining the discipline and explaining its relevance.

Chapter 2 deals with social groups and social stratification: the caste, class, race, ethnicity, gender, and status.
Chapter 3 introduces major social institutions which include family, marriage, economy, politics, religion, and
education.

Chapter 4 covers culture and socialization to help the students grasp values, norms, and how people socialize into
members of society.

Chapter 5 introduces sociological research methods and explains how sociologists study the social world.

Each chapter includes assignments, followed by a final assessment at the end of the course.

Important dates, eligibility, and assessment details
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The course in Sociology commenced on September 22, 2025, and is expected to conclude on March 6, 2026.
Enrollment will end on February 20, 2026. Exam registration will end on March 2, 2026. The date of the
examination is on March 3, 2026, though this will depend on the seats available.

The final assessment will be conducted between March 3 and March 6, 2026. Students who score 60 percent or
more in the final assessment will receive a course completion certificate. Learners are advised to check their hall
ticket for the final exam date.

Instructor and study material

The course will be taught by Dr Tasongwi Newmei from NERIE, Shillong. He has an extensive academic
background in sociology and has been associated with teacher training, research, and academic programmes for
several years.

Students will use NCERT’s “Introducing Sociology” textbook for Class XI as the main reference material, which is
freely available on the official NCERT website.

1/27/26, 9:00 AM NCERT offers 24-week free online Sociology course with certificate on SWAYAM: Here is what school students should know - Times of India

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/ncert-offers-24-week-free-online-sociology-course-with-certificate-on-swayam-here-is-what-school-students-should-know/articleshowprint/127252834.cms 3/3

124



A

Family Entertainment Centre
Faridabad’s First RERA-Approved Mixed-Use Development

Bhumika Group

Open

 



NATION WORLD STATES OPINION CITIES BUSINESS SPORT GOOD NEWS MOVIES LIFE

I Odisha
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BHUBANESWAR: Union Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on
Thursday wrote to Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel seeking measures
for social and educational development of the Odia community residing in the
western state, especially in Surat.

In his letter, Pradhan highlighted that Gujarat, especially Surat, was home to a
significant Odia-speaking population who are immensely contributing to the
industrial and social sectors of the state. Therefore, there is an urgent need to
provide proper educational facilities in their mother-tongue.

He proposed to increase the number of Odia-medium schools, higher
secondary schools and Odia language teaching and training schools in the
state for the benefit of the Odia community residing there.

Stating that the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi placed strong emphasis on primary education
in mother tongue, promotion of Indian languages and accessibility and
strengthening of multilingual education, Pradhan stressed that institutional
strengthening for the Odia language in Gujarat was necessary.

He said introducing Odia as an optional subject in colleges and universities
across Gujarat besides establishing dedicated Odia language departments will
provide students language continuity in higher education.

“Implementation of NCERT-based Odia curriculum in the state will also bring
uniformity in the quality of teaching and ease academic migration for
students moving between Gujarat and Odisha,” the Union minister said.

He further proposed introduction of a teacher eligibility test for the Odia
language, underlining that it would help address the shortage of qualified
Odia teachers at government schools in Gujarat.

The Union minister enclosed an application received from the ‘Surat Odia
Samaj’ for its consideration and hoped that the Gujarat government under the
progressive leadership of CM Patel will take necessary measures in the
interest of the Odia-speaking community of the state.
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Aryabhatta to Viksit Bharat 2047: Edu Ministry’s
R-Day tableau to trace learning journey
The Union Ministry of Education’s tableau at Republic Day parade will showcase India’s
civilisational knowledge, modern aspirations under Prime Minister’s Schools for Rising India

Published on: Jan 23, 2026 12:15 PM IST
By Sanjay Maurya

New Delhi: From mathematician Aryabhatta to the nation’s journey
towards Viksit Bharat 2047, the Union Ministry of Education’s tableau
at the Republic Day parade on January 26 will showcase India’s
civilisational knowledge and modern aspirations under the Prime
Minister’s Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI).
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The ministry said in a release that this year’s tableau will be on the theme “National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Rocketing
Indian School Education on the Path to Viksit Bharat.” (Hindustan Times/ Representative photo)

Advertisement

The ministry said in a release that this year’s tableau will be on the
theme “National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Rocketing Indian
School Education on the Path to Viksit Bharat”, with the central
message of the tableau, according to the note, being: “NEP 2020 is
the rocket, giving the much-needed acceleration to reforms in the
Indian school education system, propelling the nation to Viksit Bharat
2047.”
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At the front of the tableau, ancient mathematician Aryabhatta will be
depicted blessing children holding zero (shunya) and a globe,
“symbolising India’s contribution to the world as also the baton being
passed to a future-ready generation, embracing a knowledge
economy.”

According to the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) Class 11 elective textbook Knowledge Traditions
and Practices of India, the symbol for zero was discovered by
Aryabhatta (born in A.D. 496) in connection with the decimal
expression of numbers.

Advertisement

The tableau will feature children wearing VR headsets that portray the
blend of “Ancient Roots, Digital Wings,” while Jaadui Pitara (Magic
Box)—a play-based learning kit for children aged three to eight
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developed by NCERT—will highlight joyful, play-based and mother-
tongue-centric foundational learning through indigenous toys and
multilingual materials. It will also feature children planting saplings,
symbolising Mission Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE), and another
learner practising with tools to highlight the emphasis on skill
education under NEP 2020.

The centre of the tableau will showcase experiential learning in arts
and sports and feature a robotic hand fusing tradition with technology.

“The tableau will culminate at the Viksit Bharat 2047 tower,
showcasing smart classrooms and tinkering labs as centres of
innovation,” the note reads.

Advertisement

The Republic Day celebrations are being organised around the theme
of Vande Mataram, marking 150 years since the first two stanzas of
the song were published. The tableaux of six states and government
departments will showcase the theme of Vande Mataram. There will
be 30 tableaux in all. The parade will also feature a large-scale cultural
dance performance involving around 2,500 artistes.
Check India news  real-time updates, latest news  from India and weather  updates on Hindustan Times
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Public

Spending on

School

Education

Education spend

at ~4% of GDP;

school education

receives a major

share via

Samagra

Shiksha

Falls short of 6%

GDP target;

funding stretched

across states

Clear roadmap

towards 6% of

GDP, with ring-

fenced

allocations for

school education

Student Reach

& Scale

~25 crore

students

enrolled in

schools

nationwide

Scale not

matched by

quality outcomes

Outcome-linked

funding tied to

literacy,

numeracy and

skill benchmarks

Digital

Infrastructure

Smart

classrooms, PM

SHRI Schools,

digital platforms

expanded

Uneven access;

urban–rural digital

divide persists

Subsidised

devices,

broadband

connectivity, and

smart classrooms

in Tier 2/3 & rural

schools

Teacher

Capacity &

Training

Limited,

fragmented

digital pedagogy

training

Teachers under-

prepared for AI,

blended learning

National-scale

continuous

professional

development

(CPD) with digita

& AI pedagogy

focus

AI & Emerging

Technologies

AI Centres, Atal

Tinkering Labs

expanded

Access limited;

not embedded in

curriculum

Wider rollout of

AI, robotics,

AR/VR labs

across K–12,

linked to

curriculum

outcomes

Student

Mental Health

Minimal

dedicated

Rising stress, lack

of counsellors

Dedicated

funding for
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& Well-Being budget lines counselling

infrastructure

and social-

emotional

learning

STEM & Skills

Exposure

STEM and

vocational pilots

under NEP 2020

Inconsistent

implementation

across schools

Budgeted

support for STEM

labs, coding,

robotics, early

career exposure

Equity &

Inclusion

Scholarships and

digital initiatives

exist

Rural, first-gen

learners remain

underserved

Targeted funding

for rural schools,

girls in STEM, and

underserved

regions

Public–Private

Partnerships

(PPP)

PPP encouraged

but ad hoc

Lack of structured

collaboration

Simplified PPP &

CSR frameworks

for school

infrastructure

and skilling

School

Infrastructure

PM SHRI sets

model

benchmarks

Many government

schools lack basic

facilities

Capital grants for

safe buildings,

labs, sports & arts

infrastructure

Blended &

Experiential

Learning

Accelerated

post-pandemic

Quality and access

vary widely

Investment in

blended learning

models

combining digita

and hands-on

learning
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Global

Exposure &

Collaboration

Limited

international

exchange at

school level

Students lack

global readiness

Support for

international

partnerships,

cultural

exchanges,

global curricula

If schools shape th
future workforce, w
does India still tre
them as a
afterthought?
With nearly 25 crore

children enrolled in schoo

and another 4 crore studen

moving through higher education, India’s education system is one of th

largest in the world. Yet, public spending on education continues to

hover just above 4 per cent of GDP, well short of the long-promised 6 p

cent benchmark. As the Union Budget 2026–27 approaches, the questi

confronting policymakers is no longer about intent, but about impact —

particularly in school education, where the foundations of India’s

demographic dividend are laid.
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Over the past few years, reforms under NEP 2020 have reimagined

schooling through competency-based learning, experiential pedagogy,

and technology integration. Initiatives such as PM SHRI Schools, Atal

Tinkering Labs, and a growing emphasis on digital classrooms have

signalled ambition. Yet, uneven implementation, teacher readiness gap

mental health challenges, and stark urban–rural disparities continue to

limit outcomes. Budget 2026 is therefore being seen as a litmus test: w

the government move from reform rhetoric to classroom reality?

Digital schools or digital divides? Th
technology paradox
Technology has emerged as both the biggest promise and the sharpest

fault line in school education. While urban private schools increasingly

deploy smart boards, AI tools, and immersive learning platforms, large

parts of rural and semi-urban India still struggle with basic connectivity

and device access.

Adv
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Industry leaders argue that without targeted fiscal support, digital

learning risks deepening inequity rather than democratising education

From the perspective of education technology providers, the next

Budget must focus on affordability and access — not just innovation.

Muneer Ahmad, Managing Director, ViewSonic India, underlines that

digital education today is central to personalised, interactive learning.

However, he cautions that meaningful transformation will depend on

policies that support affordable devices, high-speed connectivity, and

smart classroom infrastructure, particularly to bridge the urban–rural

divide. He also points to AI and cloud-based platforms as critical enable

— provided adoption is backed by incentives for schools and skill

development centres.
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Teachers first, technology second
Even as technology dominates policy conversations, school leaders

consistently stress that teacher preparedness will determine whether

digital investments succeed or fail. Without systematic professional

development, AI and immersive tools risk becoming underutilised

hardware.

School administrators see Budget 2026 as an opportunity to scale

teacher training aligned with digital pedagogy. Sasmita Mohanty,

Director-Principal, Sanjay Ghodawat International School, believes the

government’s push towards AI-powered learning and immersive

technologies like AR/VR must be matched by robust teacher profession

development programmes. Drawing from the success of Atal Tinkering

Labs, she advocates expanded coverage that ensures hands-on exposur

to robotics, coding, and design thinking across both urban and rural

schools — supported by educators who are trained to integrate these

tools meaningfully.

Adv
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Student well-being enters the budge
conversation
One of the most notable shifts in expectations from Budget 2026 is the

growing call to treat student well-being as core educational

infrastructure, not a soft add-on. Rising academic pressure, screen

fatigue, and post-pandemic anxiety have brought mental health into

sharp focus, especially at the school level.

Policy experts argue that India’s schooling system can no longer afford 

prioritise academic scores at the cost of emotional resilience. Naman

Jain, Vice Chairman and Education Policy Expert, Silverline Prestige

School, points to the need for dedicated counselling infrastructure and

social-emotional learning programmes across schools. While applaudin

the PM SHRI Schools initiative as a benchmark, he believes stronger

budgetary backing is essential to scale best practices in mental health

support, vocational exposure, and emerging technologies such as AI an

robotics within mainstream schooling.

Access is no longer enough — outcomes matter
India’s success in expanding school enrolment is widely acknowledged

The next phase, however, demands sharper attention to learning

outcomes and future readiness. Education leaders argue that

foundational literacy, numeracy, and early skill development must not b

overshadowed by headline-grabbing tech initiatives.

Devyani Jaipuria, Chairperson, Dharav High School and Pro Vice-

Chairperson, Delhi Public School (DPS) International Gurugram, frame

Budget 2026 as a moment to recalibrate priorities. She emphasises that

while access has improved, learning outcomes and institutional capacit
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now require sustained public investment. A calibrated move towards 6

per cent of GDP spending on education, she notes, would strengthen

school infrastructure and teacher quality. Equally critical is closing the

digital divide by ensuring equitable access to devices, connectivity, and

blended learning environments.

Skills, STEM and the employability pipeline —
starting early
As conversations around employability intensify, schools are increasing

viewed as the first link in India’s skills pipeline. Educationists argue tha

exposure to STEM, AI, robotics, and data-driven thinking must begin fa

earlier — but without compromising holistic development.

Praneet Mungali, Trustee, Sanskriti Group of Schools, Pune, notes that

rapid shifts in pedagogy and assessment under NEP 2020 have created

demand for STEM labs, AI tools, robotics, and data science exposure at

school level. However, he stresses that meaningful implementation wil

require budgetary support for both student learning and competency-

based training for educators, alongside safeguards for student mental

well-being.

Equity, inclusion and the unfinished agenda
Beyond infrastructure and innovation, school leaders are urging the

government to address long-standing structural gaps — particularly

gender inclusion, rural access, and public–private collaboration.

Niru Agarwal, Managing Trustee, Greenwood High International Scho

highlights the importance of women’s participation in STEM, stronger

blended learning ecosystems, and renewed emphasis on public–private
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partnerships. She argues that leveraging the strengths of both sectors

can help scale quality education while addressing regional disparities,

especially in underserved communities.

The real test of Budget 2026
What emerges from across the school education ecosystem is a rare

consensus: incremental funding will no longer suffice. Budget 2026 wil

be judged not by the number of schemes announced, but by whether it

strengthens classrooms, empowers teachers, supports student well-

being, and delivers measurable learning outcomes.

If India’s ambition is truly a Viksit Bharat, then schools cannot remain

the weakest link in the education value chain. The upcoming Budget ha

a narrow but critical window to prove that India is ready to invest not ju

in education, but in the future it promises to build.

Published On Jan 23, 2026 at 06:11 AM IST

See more on: school education budget, budget 2026, Pre-budget expectations,

Education budget, GDP growth, Digital Divide, PM SHRI

Comments

Most Read in School Education

Great India School Summit 2026: India’s most impactful education summi
set to redefine the future of schooling on 22 January 2026

AI, skills and schooling: What schools expect from Budget 2026?

GISS 2026 kicks off with a national focus on tech-enabled schools for a
rising India

14 schoolchildren injured as giant swing breaks, collapses at fair in MP's
Jhabua town

1/27/26, 8:59 AM Are Schools Still an Afterthought in India's Budget 2026?, ETEducation

https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/are-schools-still-an-afterthought-in-indias-budget-2026/126953596 10/16

140

https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/school+education+budget
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/budget+2026
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/pre-budget+expectations
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/education+budget
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/gdp++growth
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/digital+divide
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/tag/pm+shri
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/great-india-school-summit-2026-transforming-the-future-of-education/126677914?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/great-india-school-summit-2026-transforming-the-future-of-education/126677914?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/are-schools-still-an-afterthought-in-indias-budget-2026/126953596?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/giss-2026-pioneering-tech-enabled-schools-for-indias-educational-revolution/127043791?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/giss-2026-pioneering-tech-enabled-schools-for-indias-educational-revolution/127043791?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/14-schoolchildren-injured-as-giant-swing-breaks-collapses-at-fair-in-mps-jhabua-town/126789038?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail
https://education.economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/school-education/14-schoolchildren-injured-as-giant-swing-breaks-collapses-at-fair-in-mps-jhabua-town/126789038?utm_source=most_read&utm_medium=newsDetail


141



Ministry of Education

National School Band Competition strengthens
discipline, teamwork and leadership -Shri Sanjay

Kumar

National School Band Competition 2025–26 inaugurated as
Part of Republic Day Celebrations 2026

18 school bands from across the nation, showcase their
talent at a National Stage

Posted On: 24 JAN 2026 3:20PM by PIB Delhi

The Grand Finale of National School Band Competition (NSBC) 7, 2025–26, organised as part of the
Republic Day Celebrations (RDC)–2026, has been inaugurated by Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary,
Department of School Education & Literacy, DoSEL and Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh, Secretary,
Ministry of Defence at National Bal Bhavan, New Delhi today. This marks a significant milestone in
promoting discipline, teamwork and musical excellence among school students across the country.

The DoSEL promotes holistic development of students in alignment with National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 giving financial support to various programmes under Samagra Shiksha & PM SHRI
scheme.  The National School Band Competition 7.0 2025–26 brings together 18 school bands from
across the nation, showcasing their talent at a national stage as part of the Republic Day Celebrations
and continues to serve as a unique platform for fostering unity, discipline and cultural pride among
India’s youth. This year 18 band teams from 11 States have been shortlisted for the finale (list
annexed) through State- and Zonal-level competitions. At the State-Level Competitions, 763 teams
comprising 18013 children participated; while at the Zonal Level, 94 teams have been shortlisted.
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Addressing the gathering, Shri Sanjay Kumar emphasised the significance of art integrated education
including events such as the National School Band Competition in nurturing leadership, discipline,
teamwork and holistic development among students. He reiterated the sustained commitment of
Ministry of Education to promoting diverse talents beyond the classroom, in consonance with the
vision and objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

He further noted that the tradition of school bands is deeply inspired by the armed forces, where
music has historically served as a powerful symbol of valour, unity and morale. Even in the most
challenging wartime conditions, military bands have played a vital role in motivating troops and
strengthening bonds of camaraderie and collective spirit. He added that participation at the national
level itself is a significant milestone, reflecting months of rigorous practice and dedication by
students.

Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh in his address, appreciated the collaboration between the Ministry of
Defence and the Ministry of Education in institutionalising the competition as part of Republic Day
Celebrations and noted with satisfaction the increase in the number of schools & children
participating in the competition over the years. He lauded the students for their dedication, precision
and musical excellence, noting that such initiatives instil a deep sense of patriotism and national
service among young learners.

Dr. Amarpreet Duggal, Joint Secretary, DoSEL presented the Vote of Thanks. She expressed gratitude
to all dignitaries, participating schools, mentors and organising teams for their efforts in making the
event a success.

 

List of Participating teams at Grand Finale: -
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Sl. No. State/UT No. of
Schools

Name and Address of the
School

Category

Band Boys /
Girls

1.   Chhattisgarh 1 The Great India Sainik School,

Godhi Mandir Hasaud, Bhansoj
Road, Nawagaon, Raipur.

Pipe Band Boys

2.   Delhi 1 Govt. Sarvodaya Kanya
Vidyalaya, Raj Nagar – II Extn.,
Palam Colony, New Delhi.

Pipe Band Girls

1 Govt. Boys Sr. Secondary School
Badli.

Pipe Band Boys

3.   Gujarat 1 Shree Swami Narayan Gurukul
Kumar Vidyalaya, Gir Somnath.

Pipe Band Boys

4.   Jharkhand 3 St. Xavier’s High School
Lupungutu, Chaibasa, West
Singhbhum.

Brass
Band

Boys

Kairali School Sec-2, HEC
Township, Dhurwa, Ranchi.

Pipe Band Boys

Kasturba Gandhi Balika
Vidyalaya, Kanke, Ranchi.

Pipe Band Girls

5.   Karnataka 1 PM Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya
ASC Centre, Bangalore.

Pipe Band Girls

    1 SMT. PS Shiva Shankarappa EM
Residential School, Davangere

Pipe Band Boys

6.   Kerala 1 PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Periye, Kasaragod.

Brass
Band

Boys

1 Providence Girls Higher
Secondary School, Kozhikode.

Brass
Band

Girls
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Sl. No. State/UT No. of
Schools

Name and Address of the
School

Category

Band Boys /
Girls

7.   Maharashtra 1 Sanjivini Sainik School & Junior
College, Kopargaon, Dist.
Ahilyanagar.

Brass
Band

Boys

1 Don Bosco High School &
Junior College, Tagore Nagar,
Vikhroli East, Mumbai.

Brass
Band

Girls

8.   Rajasthan

 

1 PM SHRI Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Suratgarh, Sriganga
Nagar.

Pipe Band Girls

9.   Tripura 1 Holy Cross High School,
Karbook, Gomati.

Brass
Band

Girls

10.   Uttar Pradesh 1 St. Joseph College, Ruchi,
Khand-1, Shardanagar,
Aashiyana, Lucknow.

Brass
Band

Girls

1 City Montessori School Kanpur
Road, LDA, Lucknow.

Brass
Band

Boys

11. Andhra
Pradesh

1 Montessori Indus Residential
School

Brass
Band

Boys

Total 11 States/UTs 18      

 

******
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Education ministry calls for systemic approach to
inclusive education
Union education officials emphasize institutional support for children with special needs,
launching a national training program to enhance inclusive education.

Updated on: Jan 24, 2026 7:05 AM IST
By Sanjay Maurya

New Delhi: Emphasising systemic responsibility over reliance on civil
society and parents for supporting children with special needs
(CwSN), Union education ministry officials on Friday called for
strengthening institutional mechanisms and announced a five-day,
eight-module national training programme for general teachers, urging
states to nominate master trainers to scale up inclusive education
nationwide.
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Union education ministry officials on Friday called for strengthening institutional mechanisms
Advertisement

Addressing the Inclusive Education Summit in New Delhi, Ira Singhal,
deputy secretary of department of school education and literacy
(DoSEL), said the summit aimed to bring together government, civil
society and parents to ensure that every child is reached, supported
and included.

“If we do our job well, others will not need to step in,”she said,
underlining the government’s commitment to building a strong and
inclusive education system.

Home E-Paper India News Mumbai Mayor Election Live Iran US News World News

Coins

1/27/26, 9:21 AM Education ministry calls for systemic approach to inclusive education

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/education-ministry-calls-for-systemic-approach-to-inclusive-education-101769196913711.html 2/22

147

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuvHCvlxDWcuOpW7-afAcJytLd8Hev8onHSFaTfymHGZlGAGl2Tp5Be1MIlcn8mJJlt-LDx-pIQ-KV0az-POqzEukvOJmQgVq_5dKi01-M8vpfM7iRNtSMZ02Q4RBhtOoKZL9jExR9mmIyzE3-2bouzznnlmSVkZm3uXloLmqHqAldtHSust-6vwEsjf5k_v_5RgphVklA8H0lhVIVQiXwfW2tX0pMvg5_vhoyIN-JE2TJALkZZREDhcUBy2uBZNJT3E5mFwUE2uwMI1i0nBeaphZCRklziomxjghC_JCq19URUjOFFqO5RKlKq3_ZRdyKaVk6A_1-6_I8pRZKXX7o1cyv-sS15pDyMZg_Dr6Fyyj2g8rOHgSepf5oZq_5jgZJqBNCUv7dzVd8xC5FSP3BlVEk6GvWnhvkr1-Bj_Jymqm5BLg1RUOrgLqggXmT3o6SUjlyvultrJQys-_GkvWvj0qmQztgLtAYXtJPYeJTm&sai=AMfl-YSO9801nBB7iHWGbOLgYJujC3DnOdmUt9gjfQdYG6YHWPp1nqkhvOf1ao_fNJ5eXJc0WJ1Tz1qrG8FJe4nVHGTpwAPkWjevXQWVxzzllRfxPcnx1JBrOcY8V8k03-ghm7Kbksen0K2ZbLQvhyoLvv5-nfSa_4AtkouySE4FlOxyA4FXR-okkamhtUJQXVabYC_vIRiGYMH9A5uYtTMsMV51zz5a7LYSAaJLfkj7YltvKI2AAWCSMaj4MOiiXWQzUuPqDP8AKfvxO0XdEQRyFCvpdeL8StH0kQjLi-Fg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDd4RL9UTWRf&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/ia&nm=1
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsuvHCvlxDWcuOpW7-afAcJytLd8Hev8onHSFaTfymHGZlGAGl2Tp5Be1MIlcn8mJJlt-LDx-pIQ-KV0az-POqzEukvOJmQgVq_5dKi01-M8vpfM7iRNtSMZ02Q4RBhtOoKZL9jExR9mmIyzE3-2bouzznnlmSVkZm3uXloLmqHqAldtHSust-6vwEsjf5k_v_5RgphVklA8H0lhVIVQiXwfW2tX0pMvg5_vhoyIN-JE2TJALkZZREDhcUBy2uBZNJT3E5mFwUE2uwMI1i0nBeaphZCRklziomxjghC_JCq19URUjOFFqO5RKlKq3_ZRdyKaVk6A_1-6_I8pRZKXX7o1cyv-sS15pDyMZg_Dr6Fyyj2g8rOHgSepf5oZq_5jgZJqBNCUv7dzVd8xC5FSP3BlVEk6GvWnhvkr1-Bj_Jymqm5BLg1RUOrgLqggXmT3o6SUjlyvultrJQys-_GkvWvj0qmQztgLtAYXtJPYeJTm&sai=AMfl-YSO9801nBB7iHWGbOLgYJujC3DnOdmUt9gjfQdYG6YHWPp1nqkhvOf1ao_fNJ5eXJc0WJ1Tz1qrG8FJe4nVHGTpwAPkWjevXQWVxzzllRfxPcnx1JBrOcY8V8k03-ghm7Kbksen0K2ZbLQvhyoLvv5-nfSa_4AtkouySE4FlOxyA4FXR-okkamhtUJQXVabYC_vIRiGYMH9A5uYtTMsMV51zz5a7LYSAaJLfkj7YltvKI2AAWCSMaj4MOiiXWQzUuPqDP8AKfvxO0XdEQRyFCvpdeL8StH0kQjLi-Fg&sig=Cg0ArKJSzDd4RL9UTWRf&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://rbikehtahai.rbi.org.in/ia&nm=1
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://epaper.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/mumbai-mayor-election-2026-live-updates-mumbai-mahanagar-palika-bmc-woman-mayor-bjp-shiv-sena-uddhav-thackeray-101769224972058.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/iran-us-news-live-updates-armada-carrier-will-us-attack-iran-trump-tensions-tehran-strike-khamenei-protests-101769231616942.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket
https://www.hindustantimes.com/


The three-day long summit organised by the education ministry,
concluded on Friday.

Singhal said the first day focused on assistive technologies, with
presentations by AIIMS, ICMR, NCERT, IIT Delhi and several startups,
showcasing innovations in devices and learning tools to support
children with special needs. “Participants were encouraged to adopt
and scale these solutions,” she said.

Advertisement

During the inauguration, Union education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, stressed that inclusive education reflects a collective
national resolve to ensure dignity, equal opportunity and a self-reliant
future for every child. He called for screening and identifying 25 crore
children, supporting their dignified participation in society, and using
technology to enhance their abilities.
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On the second day, the ministry presented updates on the Pre-
Assessment Holistic Screening Tool (PRASHAST) app which is aimed
at easing data entry and improving implementation at the field level.

“The platform-based training for teachers on inclusive education would
begin by end-March, followed by structured module-based training,”
Singhal said while

announcing a five-day, eight-module national training programme for
general teachers, urging states to nominate master trainers to
strengthen inclusive education across the country.

Advertisement

The third-day of summit was focused on government policies and
initiatives for inclusive education. Various states shared

best practices for inclusive education, including Andhra Pradesh’s
autism centres, with 125 centres planned, and initiatives by Haryana
and West Bengal. The Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) outlined
steps to expand special educator training and professional courses.
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In a significant policy reform aimed at strengthening students' mental health

and providing them with career guidance, the Central Board of Secondary

CBSE makes appointment of
socio-emotional, career
counsellors mandatory in all
affiliated schools
The proposed policy reform is aimed at strengthening students'
mental health and providing them with career guidance

Published - January 24, 2026 09:21 pm IST - Kota
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Education (CBSE) has made the appointment of socio-emotional and career

counsellors mandatory in all affiliated schools.

For this, the national education board amended Clause 2.4.12 of the CBSE

Affiliation By-Laws, 2018, following a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) petition

filed before the Rajasthan High Court in July 2025 by Kota-based advocate

Sujeet Swami and some psychology experts.

The PIL plea highlighted rising mental health challenges among students,

including academic stress and lack of structured career guidance, and sought

mandatory provisions for qualified counsellors and a uniform mental health

support framework in schools.

During the hearing in September 2025, a Bench headed by the Chief Justice of

Rajasthan High Court sought responses and suggestions from the CBSE, the

Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education (RBSE), the University Grants

Commission, and the State government. After considering the submissions, the

CBSE introduced key amendments through a circular on January 19, 2026.

Under the revised provisions, the CBSE has added two new sub-clauses. Clause

2.4.12.1 mandates that every CBSE school appoint one regular Counselling and

Wellness Teacher, or socio-emotional counsellor, for every 500 students. Clause

2.4.12.2 makes the appointment of a Career Counsellor compulsory.

Earlier, CBSE norms required the appointment of a full-time psychological

counsellor only in schools having more than 300 students in Classes 9 to 12,

while smaller schools were permitted to engage part-time counsellors.

The education board has prescribed minimum eligibility criteria for these

counsellors.

The Counselling and Wellness Teacher must possess a graduate or

postgraduate degree in Psychology or a postgraduate degree in Social Work with
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specialisation in mental health or counselling. They must also undergo a

mandatory 50-hour CBSE-recognised capacity-building programme.

Their responsibilities include student and parent counselling, social-emotional

learning, crisis intervention, identification of mental health concerns,

sensitisation of teachers and parents, and maintaining confidentiality and

ethical standards.

Hub schools

The CBSE has also introduced flexibility for smaller schools through a

Counselling Hub and Spoke School Model, under which "Hub" schools mentor

nearby "Spoke" schools.

For career guidance, it has mandated a student-to-counsellor ratio of 1:500 for

students of Classes 9 to 12.

The minimum qualification for a Career Counsellor includes a graduate or

postgraduate degree in disciplines such as Humanities, Science, Social

Sciences, Management, Education or Technology.

According to Mr. Swami, who filed the PIL, the plea had sought amendments to

address the mental health needs of students from primary to senior secondary

levels. It had stressed the importance of expert career guidance, particularly

after Class 10.

He noted that with the CBSE implementing the changes, they wait for similar

reforms at RBSE-affiliated schools.

Advocate Amit Dadhich of the Rajasthan High Court welcomed the decision.

He said representations had been made before the court to develop a structured

mental health support system for college and university students in Rajasthan,

with positive outcomes expected soon.
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He said, 'In the name of the Indian Knowledge System, irrational and unscientific curricula are being
designed.' Credit: DH File Photo

Bengaluru: Chairman of the State Education Policy Commission (SEP), Sukhadeo Thorat, has charged
that the Union government implemented the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in an
undemocratic manner, without consulting the state governments.
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Speaking after inaugurating the programme ‘Towards People’s Policy on Education 2026 — an
Alternative to NEP 2020’, organised by the All India Save Education Committee (AISEC) on Saturday,
he said the policy was moving towards the complete centralisation of education.

“In the name of the Indian Knowledge System, irrational and unscientific curricula are being
designed,” he alleged.

Also Read: 'NEP should be implemented uniformly across country': Former UGC chairman

Also Read: 'NEP should be implemented uniformly across
country': Former UGC chairman

“At least 67% of higher educational institutions have become self-financing and private. Due to
escalating fees, a 22% dropout rate is being observed among economically backward sections.
Consequently, universal education has become a mirage,” he stated.

ADVERTISEMENT

ADVERTISEMENT

Jawahar Sircar, former MP and former Secretary of the Ministry of Information and Broadcasting,
said, “The National Education Policy 2020 is a bureaucratic tool designed to implement four main
objectives: centralisation, corporatisation, communalisation, and privatisation of education.”
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‘History Can’t Be Taught In Pieces’:

Romila Thapar Criticises Dropping

Mughals From NCERT Syllabus

Historian Romila Thapar criticised the removal of the Mughals

from NCERT textbooks at the Kerala Literature Festival, calling it

“nonsense” and warning against fragmenting history.

By :PTI | Updated at : 25 Jan 2026 11:49 AM (IST)

HOME / NEWS / INDIA / ‘HISTORY CAN’T BE TAUGHT IN PIECES’: ROMILA THAPAR CRITICISES DROPPING MUGHALS FROM NCERT SYLLABUS

Historian Romila Thapar speaks at the Kerala Literature Festival 2026, criticising

the removal of historical dynasties from NCERT textbooks.

Source : Twitter/@mishra_surjya 

Kozhikode, Jan 25: History is a continuous process and

cannot be taught in fragments, eminent historian Romila
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Thapar has said, while calling the practice of removal of

entire dynasties such as the Mughals from textbooks as

“nonsense”.

Speaking online at the ongoing ninth edition of the Kerala

Literature Festival (KLF), Thapar on Saturday addressed

issues ranging from the rise of popular history on social

media to the importance of feminist history and the central

role of education in questioning existing knowledge.

Key points generated by AI, verified by newsroom

“The kinds of things that are happening, where, for example,

chunks of history are being thrown out of the syllabus or we

are told we don’t need to study them, are nonsense. History

is a continuous process. It is an evolution of people and

cultures, of ways of behaviour and ways of thinking," she

said.

"That continuity cannot be broken by saying, ‘All right, we

throw this dynasty out, we throw Mughals out, we throw out

that'. It breaks history up and makes no sense," said the

renowned historian, who has authored over 25 scholarly

books, during the session "Women Writing History: Three

Generations".

The National Council of Educational Research and Training

(NCERT) has reportedly revised its Class 7 Social Science

textbook for the 2025-26 academic year, removing chapters

on the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughals.

Besides, it also now focuses on ancient Indian dynasties such

as the Mauryas, Shungas, and Satavahanas, along with

cultural traditions and sacred sites across religious

traditions.

The 94-year-old historian also voiced concern over the

growing influence of "popular history" on social media,
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saying it often blurs the line between informed scholarship

and opinion.

She earnestly urged people to rely on statements from

professional historians when seeking accurate explanations

of past events.

“There is a difference now between the two -- popular history

and what professional historians write -- and it is important

to note that difference and understand what it entails. When

quoting a historical statement, one should be aware whether

it comes from professional historical writing or a statement

propagated on social media,” she explained.

Reflecting on her own journey as a historian, Thapar

admitted that while she may not have consciously written

history from a woman’s perspective throughout her career,

she consistently tried to incorporate feminist insights

wherever possible.

More importantly, she emphasised the need for women in

professional spaces to assert their autonomy and demand

respect, adding that writing feminist history was important,

but equally vital was “behaving like a feminist” by standing

for independence, critical thinking and intellectual freedom.

"An autonomous woman, I think, is absolutely essential.

Therefore, my attitude to this has been, yes, we have to write

feminist history, that is a given, but if I am not writing

feminist history, I am at least behaving like a feminist. I am

propagating that an autonomous woman is an absolutely

essential component of any society," she concluded.

The four-day literary extravaganza is hosting over 400

speakers, including Nobel laureates Abdulrazak Gurnah and

Abhijit Banerjee, astronaut Sunita Williams, author Kiran

Desai, essayist Pico Iyer, Jnanpith winner Pratibha Ray, sports

icons Rohan Bopanna and Ben Johnson, and Wikipedia

founder Jimmy Wales.

KLF 2026, now in its ninth edition, will come to a close on

Sunday. 

(This report has been published as part of an auto-

generated syndicate wire feed. Apart from the headline,

no editing has been done in the copy by ABP Live.)
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Clarion India

January 26, 2026

Romila Thapar’s critique of the NCERT history textbook deletions—particularly regarding

the removal of the Mughal period, portions on Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, and

references to social inequalities—focuses on the dangers of politicising pedagogy and

breaking historical continuity. She argues that these actions are not “rationalisation” but

“rationing” of knowledge, designed to foster a narrow, ideological, and often inaccurate

understanding of India’s past.

Ranjan Solomon

I share Romila Thapar’s views entirely. Her sharp criticism of the removal of Mughal history

from NCERT textbooks is not merely an academic objection; it is a political warning of

profound importance for India’s democracy, intellectual life, and moral future.

Speaking at the Kerala Literature Festival in January 2026, Thapar called the deletion of

Mughal and Delhi Sultanate history from school textbooks “nonsense.” The bluntness of her

words is deliberate. What is at stake is not a minor curriculum adjustment but the integrity

of historical understanding itself. History, she reminds us, is not a menu from which

governments may choose what suits their ideological appetite. It is a continuous, evolving

process shaped by people, cultures, conflicts, and exchanges over centuries. To tear out

entire dynasties is to rupture the story of India itself.

The Mughal period is not an isolated chapter that can be safely discarded. It is woven into

the very fabric of Indian society—its administrative systems, architectural traditions,

languages, legal frameworks, agrarian policies, and cultural synthesis. Remove it, and

students are left with unexplained gaps: How did modern governance evolve? Why do our

cities, monuments, cuisines, and idioms look the way they do? How did ideas of pluralism,

court culture, and imperial administration develop? A history taught in fragments becomes

incoherent, and incoherence breeds ignorance.

Thapar’s most crucial intervention, however, lies in exposing the political motivation behind

these deletions. She rightly identifies them as attempts to reshape the past to suit a

narrow ideological project masquerading as nationalism. This is not about improving

pedagogy or reducing syllabus burden; it is about manufacturing a politically convenient

memory. When history is filtered through ideology, it ceases to be a tool for understanding

and becomes an instrument of control.

HISTORY  INDIA  OPINION

Lessons from Romila Thapar’s Critique of
NCERT’s History Deletions
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Thapar argues that history is a continuous, interconnected process. Deleting large sections

(such as 300 years of the medieval period) creates unbridgeable gaps that confuse students

and hinder a comprehensive understanding of how events are linked. She asserts that the

deletions are not aimed at reducing academic burden (as claimed) but are a deliberate

attempt to enforce a specific ideological, and majoritarian view of history, replacing critical

inquiry with a “homogenous” narrative.

The danger here is twofold. First, it reduces history to propaganda. Second, it trains young

minds to accept selective truth as the norm. Students are not encouraged to question,

analyse, or understand complexity; instead, they are fed a sanitised narrative designed to

produce conformity. This is what Thapar means when she warns against “closing the mind.”

A closed mind is not curious, not critical, and not free. It is obedient. The prohibition of

discussions on deleted topics in classrooms is a direct attack on critical thinking. She

emphasises that education should encourage students to ask “why” and “how,” rather than

passively accepting a singular, government-approved narrative.

Equally important is her warning about the rise of “pop history”—simplistic, sensational,

and often false narratives circulating widely on social media. When professional, evidence-

based history is pushed out of classrooms, it does not disappear. It survives in universities,

research institutions, and international scholarship. What disappears is access to rigor for

ordinary students. The result is a divided intellectual world: one where serious history

continues elsewhere, while citizens educated at home are left with distortions, myths, and

half-truths. By erasing or reducing content on diverse cultural interactions, the Bhakti-Sufi

traditions, or uncomfortable aspects of social history (like caste), the deletions threaten to

erode India’s secular, democratic, and pluralistic identity.

This should deeply concern anyone who cares about India’s place in the world. A country

that teaches manipulated history to its children isolates itself intellectually. It raises

generations unfamiliar with how historians work—with evidence, debate, contradiction, and

revision. Instead of learning that history is contested and complex, students learn that it is

fixed, unquestionable, and aligned with power. That is not education; it is indoctrination.

Thapar’s critique also carries an ethical lesson. The Mughal period, like all historical eras,

includes achievements and failures, tolerance and violence, innovation and excess. To teach

history honestly is not to glorify rulers or whitewash oppression, but to confront the past in

its entirety. Selective deletion does the opposite: it replaces moral engagement with

erasure. A society that cannot face its past honestly will struggle to deal justly with its

present

Thapar’s overarching lesson is that for a democracy to thrive, its education system must

foster independent thought, and that a “Nation” depends on drawing diverse people

together, rather than segregating them through a filtered, divisive history.

___________

Ranjan Solomon is a writer, researcher and activist based in Goa. He has worked in social

movements since he was 19 years of age. The views expressed here are the author’s own

and Clarion India does not necessarily share or subscribe to them. He can be contacted at

ranjan.solomon@gmail.com
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India

Department of school education and literacy tableau at R-

Day parade hails India’s knowledge legacy
PTI 26 January, 2026 11:52 am IST

The Republic Day tableau by the Dept. of School Education and Literacy highlighted India's
knowledge legacy and NEP 2020's role in school education. From ancient wisdom (Aryabhata) to

future-ready learning (VR, robotics) via PM SHRI Schools, it depicted education as key to 'Viksit
Bharat 2047', fostering holistic, skilled, and value-driven citizens.

*AI-generated summary. Check context in original text.
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New Delhi, Jan 26 (PTI) The Republic Day tableau of the Department of School Education

and Literacy showcased India’s timeless knowledge legacy and its dynamic evolution

under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, portraying school education as a key

driver towards ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’.

The narrative spanned from ancient wisdom to future-ready learning, unified under the

arch of a PM SHRI School.

Wings behind the children represented NEP 2020, enabling confidence, opportunity, and

global readiness rooted in “Aatmanirbharta”.

Children using VR headsets depicted “ancient roots, digital wings,” while ‘Jaadui Pitara’

highlighted joyful, play-based, mother-tongue foundational learning through indigenous

toys and multilingual materials.

The tableau depicted the Prime Minister Schools for Rising India – (PM SHRI) School gate

with children planting saplings, symbolising inclusion, environmental consciousness, and

the ethos of Mission LiFE. A student engaged with tools highlighted the importance of

skill education from an early stage.

Powered By

At the front end of the float, an idol of Aryabhata watched over smiling children holding

‘Shunya’ (zero) and a globe, symbolising India’s enduring contribution to global knowledge

and the passing of this legacy to future generations.

 
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The central section depicted the holistic integration of martial arts, performing arts, and

sports into education. A robotic hand symbolised the seamless blend of tradition and

technology — from ‘takhti’ to tablet — guided by values.

The tableau culminated at the Viksit Bharat 2047 tower, showcasing smart classrooms,

tinkering labs, and innovation hubs.

Icons of books, gears, and circuits represented PM SHRI Schools as embodiments of

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, transforming every child — across regions,

genders, and abilities — into skilled, value-driven citizens.

The NEP 2020 is presented as the rocket accelerating India’s school education reforms

towards a developed nation. PTI PLB MPL SKY SKY

This report is auto-generated from PTI news service. ThePrint holds no responsibility for
its content.
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JOURNALISM OF COURAGE

Republic Day Parade 2026:
Dept of School Education &
Literacy spotlights NEP 2020
& India’s knowledge
tradition
Wings behind the children represented NEP 2020, enabling confidence,

opportunity, and global readiness rooted in "Aatmanirbharta".

By: PTI
New Delhi | Updated: January 27, 2026 09:17 AM IST

2 min read

The narrative spanned from ancient wisdom to future-ready learning, unified under the arch of a PM SHRI
School. (Image: Screengrab from MoE X video)
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The Republic Day tableau of the Department of School Education and Literacy

showcased India’s timeless knowledge legacy and its dynamic evolution under the

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, portraying school education as a key driver

towards ‘Viksit Bharat 2047’. The narrative spanned from ancient wisdom to future-

ready learning, unified under the arch of a PM SHRI School.

Read | Padma Awards 2026

At the front end of the float, an idol of Aryabhata watched over smiling children

holding ‘Shunya’ (zero) and a globe, symbolising India’s enduring contribution to

global knowledge and the passing of this legacy to future generations.

Wings behind the children represented NEP 2020, enabling confidence, opportunity,

and global readiness rooted in “Aatmanirbharta”.

Children using VR headsets depicted “ancient roots, digital wings,” while ‘Jaadui

Pitara’ highlighted joyful, play-based, mother-tongue foundational learning through

indigenous toys and multilingual materials.

The tableau depicted the Prime Minister Schools for Rising India – (PM SHRI) School

gate with children planting saplings, symbolising inclusion, environmental

consciousness, and the ethos of Mission LiFE. A student engaged with tools

highlighted the importance of skill education from an early stage.

The central section depicted the holistic integration of martial arts, performing arts,

and sports into education. A robotic hand symbolised the seamless blend of tradition

and technology — from ‘takhti’ to tablet — guided by values. The tableau culminated

at the Viksit Bharat 2047 tower, showcasing smart classrooms, tinkering labs, and

innovation hubs.

Icons of books, gears, and circuits represented PM SHRI Schools as embodiments of

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, transforming every child — across regions,

genders, and abilities — into skilled, value-driven citizens. The NEP 2020 is presented

as the rocket accelerating India’s school education reforms towards a developed

nation.
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IIT Madras Pravartak, SWAYAM Plus launch free
AI Training for Rural School Teachers across

India

प्रविष्टि तिथि: 27 JAN 2026 9:18PM by PIB Chennai

IIT Madras Pravartak Technologies Foundation is partnering with the Union
Education Ministry’s SWAYAM Plus to launch Artificial Intelligence Training for
Rural School Teachers across India. These courses are being offered at no cost to
the participants. 

The ‘AI for Educators - K12 Teachers’ (Classes I to XII) Certification Course,
starting 5th February 2026, will equip educators with essential skills to integrate
AI into classroom teaching and learning. The last date to register for this course
through online is 31st January 2026.

This 40-hour program has been designed to help teachers confidently adopt AI
tools and methodologies to enhance learning outcomes while ensuring inclusive
and responsible use of technology in schools and colleges. Highlighting the need
for such initiatives, Mr. Balamurali Shankar, Chief Knowledge Officer, IIT Madras
Pravartak Technologies Foundation said, “AI is rapidly reshaping the future of
education. Through this program, we aim to empower teachers with practical AI
tools and pedagogical strategies that enhance classroom effectiveness and student
engagement. This course will help educators become future-ready and confident in
adopting AI responsibly,”

The course is intended Teachers from rural schools and will be taught in English
language. The Assessment will be in Virtual, Proctored mode. The Certification Fee
will be waived for the first 500 teachers from rural schools who complete the
training

Application link: https://iitmpravartak.org.in/AI_Educators_K12_teachers

***

TV/SE

(रिलीज़ आईडी: 2219370) आगंतुक पटल : 29
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NCERT launches new WhatsApp channel for
students and teachers: Here’s what it offers
TOI Education | Jan 27, 2026, 02.55 PM IST

Printed from

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has started an official WhatsApp channel. This channel
will give students, teachers, and parents direct updates about
textbooks, changes in the curriculum, teacher training programs,
and other important education news.
NCERT said the channel is meant to deliver information quickly
and clearly. It will help people avoid wrong information that
sometimes spreads on social media. Since most people in India
use mobile phones, the council says this is an easy way to reach
millions of students and teachers. The WhatsApp channel is also
part of NCERT’s larger digital plans, which include the DIKSHA
platform with online learning materials.

— ncert (@ncert)

Reliable updates for students and teachers
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The channel will send updates about textbook changes, new learning materials, and updates in the school
curriculum. Teachers will get information on training programs, workshops, and research reports to keep them
up to date. NCERT said these updates are for everyone involved in school education, so students and teachers get
correct and timely information.

This channel will be of great use to teachers who are preparing their lessons using NCERT study material. They
will be able to ensure that their students are learning the correct syllabus through this channel. Parents will also
be able to stay updated about what their children are learning in school and what new programs are available to
help them with education at home.

Part of wider digital engagement and authenticity drive
The launch comes when NCERT is also fighting against pirated textbooks. Recently, the council seized tens of
thousands of illegal copies to protect genuine learning materials. The WhatsApp channel shows NCERT’s focus
on giving reliable information both online and offline.

How to join the channel

Anyone can access the WhatsApp channel, including students, teachers, and parents. The link has been posted
on the website and social media sites by NCERT. It is very easy to access, and once done, people will receive
updates about textbooks, changes in the curriculum, teacher training, and other programs. This will help NCERT
reach more people easily.

With this step, NCERT is making education more open, easy to access, and reliable for millions of students,
teachers, and parents across India.

1/28/26, 10:08 AM NCERT launches new WhatsApp channel for students and teachers: Here’s what it offers - Times of India
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Govt to promote school teachers on
performance basis
Government school teachers’ promotions will now be linked to classroom performance
and demonstrated competencies rather than seniority alone, with the NCTE rolling out
the NPST

Published on: Jan 27, 2026 4:00 AM IST
By Sanjay Maurya , New Delhi

Government school teachers’ promotions will now be linked to
classroom performance and demonstrated competencies rather
than seniority alone, with the National Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) rolling out the National Professional
Standards for Teachers (NPST), a new framework that seeks to
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reshape how teachers are assessed, promoted, and
professionally developed across India.

Govt to promote school teachers on performance basis
Advertisement

The shift, aligned with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
calls for common guiding standards that outline expectations
from teachers at different stages of expertise and the
competencies required at each level of schooling. It has
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triggered unease among a section of teachers even as NCTE
officials argued it is essential to professionalise teaching.

A 11-members expert committee constituted by NCTE in August
2021 had prepared the NPST guiding document in August
2024. NCTE on January 19 launched the NPST handbook to
“translate NPST into practice.” HT has a copy of the NPST
handbook.

NCTE chairperson Pankaj Arora said the rollout will be gradual,
with a pilot phase running until March 2026. The council has
planned five national conclaves and 30 regional and state-level
workshops to onboard 25,000 teachers and principals from
2,500 schools, including Kendriya Vidyalayas, Navodaya
Vidyalayas and state-run CBSE-affiliated schools.
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“During the pilot phase, we are familiarising teachers with
NPST and strengthening the portal. After March 2026, we will
hold meetings with states that will adapt the framework to their
local needs while maintaining minimum benchmarks in line with
NPST. Our goal is to onboard all 10 million school teachers,
including those from private schools, by 2030,” he said.

However, the framework has triggered mixed reactions from
teachers and leaders of teacher unions, who argue that
accountability is being tightened without addressing long-
standing structural gaps.

Mohammad Haseeb, principal of a government primary school
in Uttar Pradesh’s Sultanpur, said performance-based
assessment cannot be fair in poorly resourced schools.
“Without fixing internet connectivity in schools that lack it,
evaluation becomes meaningless. They want to assess
teachers, which shows that they do not trust teachers who have
been teaching for years,” he said.
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Teachers have also flagged the burden of non-teaching duties,
including mid-day meal supervision and extensive data entry
across multiple digital platforms, warning that NPST’s evidence
requirements could further reduce classroom time.

“Adding more documentation in the name of assessment under
NPST will only push teaching further into non-teaching work,
which will affect the learning of students,” said Kuldeep Khatri,
president of the Shikshak Nyay Manch, a union representing
teachers in Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) schools.

Some teacher bodies, however, have welcomed the shift.
Satpal Sindhu, president of the Haryana School Lecturers’
Association, said promotions should not be automatic.
“Assessment-based progression is healthier than seniority
alone, as long as evaluations are fair and transparent,” he said.

Responding to concerns, Arora said, “NPST is not a policing or
check on teachers. It is aimed towards nurturing their potential,
acknowledging their expertise to enable their professional
growth in line with the NEP 2020. With a reform of this scale,
policy must be shaped for the future and for all teachers, not
just those hesitant about change. NCTE will provide continuous
support through the NPST portal.”
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Experts have cautioned that implementation will determine the
framework’s success. Amit Khare, a former director of
elementary education in the union government, said merit-
based promotion is a sound idea but warned against excessive
subjectivity. “Assessments must be standardised, and seniority
should still carry some weight. Experience cannot be treated as
irrelevant,” he said, adding that digital reforms must not further
erode teachers’ autonomy.

Ramya Venkataraman, a member of the NPST drafting
committee and CEO of global teacher competency platform
Centre for Teacher Accreditation (CENTA), said competency-
based progression is long overdue in teaching. “NPST will be
best implemented in a public–private partnership model, where
the reach and policy framework of the government combine
with the agility and user-friendliness of the private sector,” she
added
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The NPST handbook defines clear, measurable benchmarks for
teaching quality and aims to replace the existing seniority-
driven promotion system with a performance- and competency-
based model.

Under the new norms, teachers will be required to register on a
dedicated NPST digital platform managed by NCTE and
progress through three career stages: proficient, advanced, and
expert. Each stage with a minimum of five years of period is
mapped across three broad standards — core values and
ethics, knowledge and practice, and professional growth and
development — spread over 13 domains and 16 sub-domains,
covering pedagogy, assessment, inclusion, classroom
management, technology use, mentoring, and lifelong learning.

Unlike the current system, where promotions are largely
determined by years of service, qualifications, and periodic
appraisals, NPST has introduced structured competency
mapping. Career progression will be assessed through a mix of
self-assessment (30%), documented professional evidence
such as lesson plans, innovation and mentoring (40%), and
external evaluation by school heads or authorised assessors
(30%). Teachers can take self-assessment once per academic
year, but they have to complete five self-assessment modules
over a minimum five-year period in each stage and secure a
cumulative score of at least 75% to move to the next stage..
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Marathi subject mandatory in all schools across
boards, says Maharashtra govt after MNS
complaint
Jan 28, 2026, 03.29 PM IST

Printed from

MUMBAI: Maharashtra government has reiterated that Marathi is
a compulsory subject across all schools in the state — irrespective
of board or medium — responding to a complaint raised by
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) leader Amit Thackeray over
alleged non-compliance by several private institutions.
In a letter addressed to the state school education minister earlier
this month, Thackeray had flagged that despite the Marathi
Language Act, 2020, which makes Marathi subject mandatory in
all schools, several private and international board institutions,
including those affiliated to CBSE, ICSE and IB, were flouting the
rule. He had termed the sidelining of Marathi in classrooms a
serious violation of the state's cultural identity and urged strict

action against errant schools. "Marathi is not just a subject, it is the soul of Maharashtra. Denying students their
right to learn the state language is unacceptable," Thackeray had written, calling for inspections and withdrawal
of recognition, where required.

1/30/26, 9:00 AM Marathi subject mandatory in all schools across boards, says Maharashtra govt after MNS complaint - Times of India
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In its official response, the education department confirmed that the Marathi Language Act, 2020 mandates the
teaching and learning of Marathi in all schools across mediums and managements. It added that enforcement of
the order rests with the deputy directors of education in each region, who are responsible for monitoring
compliance. Govt said implementation instructions were issued from April 2020 onwards, followed by repeated
circulars to education officers and school authorities.
Backing the govt's stand, deputy director of education of Mumbai Region Rajesh Kankal said monitoring carried
out this academic year showed largely high compliance. "A survey done this academic year itself showed only two
to three Kendriya Vidyalaya schools in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region that weren't teaching Marathi, which
was dealt with," he said.

Kankal underlined that the rule applies uniformly. "Every board, medium, aided or unaided has to compulsorily
teach Marathi. My own son studies in an ICSE school in class X and he learns Marathi. If there are some errant
schools who aren't teaching Marathi, we should be notified and we will look into the matter," he added.
However, MNS's student wing remains sceptical. Maharashtra Navnirman Vidyarthi Sena's general secretary
Santosh Gangrude said, "According to our understanding, there are many schools in Maharashtra which are not
teaching Marathi and to prove this MNS plans to conduct a survey of schools across the state."

1/30/26, 9:00 AM Marathi subject mandatory in all schools across boards, says Maharashtra govt after MNS complaint - Times of India
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Ministry of Finance

EDUCATION THE CORE PILLAR OF HUMAN
CAPITAL AND CENTRAL TO SHAPING THE

NATION’S GROWTH PATH TOWARDS VIKSIT
BHARAT @2047 : ECONOMIC SURVEY 2025-

2026

ACHIEVEMENTS IN EDUCATION MARKED BY ENHANCED
LITERACY RATES, INCREASING ENROLMENT IN

SCHOOLS AND HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS,
PROVISION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AVENUES, SAYS

THE SURVEY

GROSS ENROLMENT RATIO (GER) REACHES AT 90.9 FOR
PRIMARY STAGE AND 90.3 FOR UPPER PRIMARY STAGE

INDIA NOW HAS 23 IITS, 21 IIMS, AND 20 AIIMS,
ALONGSIDE TWO INTERNATIONAL IIT CAMPUSES IN

ZANZIBAR AND ABU DHABI

ACADEMIC BANK OF CREDIT COVERS 2660
INSTITUTIONS, WITH OVER 4.6 CRORE IDs ISSUED

FLEXIBLE ENTRY-EXIT PATHWAYS AND BIANNUAL
ADMISSIONS INTRODUCED BY 153 UNIVERSITIES TO

ACHIEVE THE NEP TARGET OF 50 % GER BY 2035

INDIAN HEIs TO OFFER TWINNING, JOINT, AND DUAL
DEGREE PROGRAMMES WITH REPUTED FOREIGN

UNIVERSITIES, WHILE 15 FOREIGN HEIs ARE EXPECTED

2/2/26, 12:41 PM Press Release:Press Information Bureau
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TO SET UP CAMPUSES IN INDIA

STRUCTURED SKILLING PATHWAYS IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE EARLY EXPOSURE TO

EMPLOYABLE COMPETENCIES, SAYS ECONOMIC
SURVEY 2025-2026

Posted On: 29 JAN 2026 1:50PM by PIB Delhi

In the education space, progress in school and higher education has been at the back of enhanced quality
and access through community engagement, effective assessments, improved accountability, and
stronger alignment between education and skill requirements states the Economic Survey 2025-2026
tabled in Parliament today by Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Smt. Nirmala
Sitharaman .

According to the Survey, the achievements in the education space have been marked by enhanced
literacy rates, increasing enrolment in schools and higher education institutions, provision of vocational
education avenues, etc. The Right to Education Act 2009 and the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP)
have played a crucial role in shaping the education landscape by expanding access to quality education
universally, promoting equity, and driving innovation in teaching and learning.

India has made notable gains in school enrolment by strengthening infrastructure and teacher capacity,
with schemes like Poshan Shakti Nirman and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan promoting access and equity.
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) are 90.9 at the primary stage (Grade I to V), 90.3 at the upper primary
(Grade VI to VIII), 78.7 at the secondary stage (Grade IX and X) and 58.4 at the higher secondary stage
(Grade XI and XII).

Progress in school education

School education forms the foundation of human capital and is central to shaping the nation’s growth
path towards Viksit Bharat @2047. Experiences from fast-growing Asian economies clearly demonstrate
that consistent investments in education, skills development, and technology can significantly enhance
productivity, foster innovation, and accelerate economic transformation.

To fully convert its vast human resource base into high-quality human capital, India needs to raise its
Expected Years of Schooling (EYS) to 15-year set by NEP’s 5+3+3+4 schooling structure for ages 3-18.
This requires a holistic, lifecycle approach that encompasses early childhood education, foundational
literacy and numeracy (FLN), universal secondary schooling, and the seamless integration of vocational
and digital skills.

To achieve the goals of NEP, the government launched school-level schemes such as the Sarv Shiksha
Abhiyan, ULLAS, PM-SHRI(PM-Schools for Rising India), PM POSHAN (PM Poshan Shakti Nirman)
and initiatives, such as PARAKH, Vidya Pravesh, DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing), NIPUN Bharat Mission and Atal Tinkering Labs.In school education, the policy emphasises

2/2/26, 12:41 PM Press Release:Press Information Bureau
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Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), FLN, reducing dropouts, ensuring universal access,
revamping curriculum and pedagogy, strengthening teacher capacity, promoting equity, and improving
quality.

School infrastructure

India operates one of the world’s largest school systems, serving 24.69 crore students across 14.71 lakh
schools, supported by over 1.01 crore teachers (UDISE+ 2024-25). Aligned with the NEP goal of
achieving a 100 per cent gross enrolment ratio (GER) from pre-primary to secondary education by 2030,
steady progress has been observed across all school levels.

GER scores, as per NEP academic structure, are 95.4 at the preparatory stage (Grade III to Grade V),
90.3 at the middle stage (Grade VI to Grade VIII), and 68.5 at the secondary stage (Grade IX to Grade
XII).   Various Government of India schemes have been instrumental in improving the GER . These
include setting up of 13,076 PM shri Schools in 33 states / UTs, Co-location of Anganwadi Centres in
2,99,544 Schools to create a unified and strengthened Early childhood Care and Education (ECCE) 
system for universal access to high quality learning. Schemes like Jaadui Pitara, e Jaaduai pitara, Kitab
Ek Padhe Anek and Bhartiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme has made teaching material available to children in
local languages 

India has made notable gains in school enrolment by strengthening infrastructure and teacher capacity,
with schemes like Poshan Shakti Nirman and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan promoting access and equity.
Improving infrastructure, teacher skills through strengthened DIETs (District Institute of Education &
Training), and SCERTs (State Council of Educational Research and Training), and involving parents and
communities in governance can create an inclusive, learner focused environment. Combining these
strategies with curriculum and assessment reforms aligned with NEP and the use of digital platforms
such as PM e-Vidya can provide high-quality, equitable education, even in remote areas.

2/2/26, 12:41 PM Press Release:Press Information Bureau
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Improvement in learning outcomes

Since 2001, National Achievement Surveys (NAS) conducted by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) have provided valuable insights into the school education system.
Building on this and with a focus on competency-based learning, PARAKH (Performance Assessment,
Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development) Rashtriya Sarvekshan 2024 was
launched. The PARAKH 2024 findings inform that Grade III results show promising recovery post-
COVID. Compared to NAS 2021 and 2017, Grade III proficiency levels have rebounded significantly,
with 65 per cent of students proficient in Mathematics (up from 42 per cent in 2021) and 57 per cent in
Language (up from 39 per cent).

School-to-skill pathways

Embedding structured skilling pathways in secondary schools can make education more relevant,
provide early exposure to employable competencies, and transform schools into hubs of lifelong
learning. The PLFS 2023-24 highlights the limited coverage of training, with only 0.97 per cent of 14-
18-year-olds having received institutional skilling while nearly 92 per cent have none. Addressing this
gap is crucial for leveraging India’s demographic dividend. Skill education in schools would equip young
people with market-aligned skills, particularly in the service sector, which absorbs over half of the
formally trained youth, while reducing dropouts by linking education to economic opportunities.

Higher education

2/2/26, 12:41 PM Press Release:Press Information Bureau
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The number of higher education institutions (HEIs) has increased from 51,534 in 2014-15 to 70,018 as of
June 2025.   This increase is marked by substantial growth in universities and colleges. The number of
premier higher education institutions (HEIs) has expanded significantly between 2014-15 and 2024-25. It
now stands at 23 IITs, 21 IIMs, and 20 AIIMS, alongside the establishment of two international IIT
campuses in Zanzibar and Abu Dhabi.

The All-India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE), 2022-23 (Provisional), reports an increase in
student enrolment from 4.33 crore in 2021-22 to 4.46 crore in 2022-23.

Under the NEP, the higher education system has undergone several reforms. The National Credit
Framework (NCrF), which aims to blend academic and skills-based learning, has been adopted by 170
universities. The Academic Bank of Credit covers 2,660 HEIs, with over 4.6 crore IDs issued, including
2.2 crore APAAR IDs with credits.

  Flexible entry-exit pathways and biannual admissions have been introduced by 153 universities to
achieve the NEP target of 50 per cent GER by 2035.

 Aligned with the NEP  to build robust R&D capacity, Anusandhan National Research Foundation have
been established to nurture a research-driven culture across universities, colleges, and research
institutions nationwide.

To improve the quality of technical education, the Multidisciplinary Education and Research
Improvement in Technical Education (MERITE) Scheme has been approved recently for 275 technical
institutions, including 175 engineering colleges and 100 polytechnics.

Industry-academia integration in STEM education

The NEP aims to integrate vocational training with general education and to encourage collaboration
between industry and academia within HEIs. Industry-academia linkages in the higher education sphere
have traditionally emphasised research collaborations, such as joint research, consulting, and technology
transfer. One such measure is the introduction of the ‘Professor of Practice’ (PoP) category at HEIs by
the UGC and the AICTE. The PoP concept allows industry professionals to bring real world practices
and experiences into the classroom and also augment faculty resources in HEIs. Complementing this, the
AICTE-Industry Fellowship Programme aims to bridge the gap between academia and industry through
active faculty engagement.

Internationalisation of Higher Education

NEP aims at ‘Internationalisation’ of higher education by making the Indian education system self-reliant
and comparable to global standards and norms, enabling it to attract more students from abroad and
reduce outbound student migration.

UGC issued the Regulations on Academic Collaboration between Indian and Foreign Higher Educational
Institutions, 2022, enabling Indian HEIs to offer twinning, joint, and dual degree programmes with
reputed foreign universities. Further, 100 per cent foreign direct investment (FDI) is allowed in higher
education. These efforts are reinforced by the UGC (Setting Up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational Institutions in India) Regulations, 2023, under which 15 foreign HEIs are expected
to set up campuses in India.
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India’s policy ecosystem for internationalisation has become more enabling, with the introduction of the
NEP, updated UGC guidelines, regulations for academic collaboration and mutual recognition of
qualifications, and permissions for foreign branch campuses, including those in GIFT City.

India's education sectors require unwavering focus to unlock the nation's true potential through
integrated, accountable, and adaptive policy frameworks to build a future ready workforce.

****

SR/DAM

(Release ID: 2219936) Visitor Counter : 728
Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , हिन्दी , Bengali , Assamese , Punjabi , Gujarati , Tamil , Kannada , Malayalam
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CSR News: Minister Dharmendra Pradhan
Inaugurates Boeing Sukanya Program STEM Labs
in Odisha

CSR Education and Skill Training Release

Published By - The CSR Journal

January 30, 2026

Sambalpur, India: The Hon’ble Minister of Education of the Government of
India, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, today inaugurated Boeing Sukanya Program
STEM labs in government schools in Odisha. The labs set up in Sambalpur,
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Rairakhol, and Kuchinda districts are expected to benefit more than 3,000
students annually, with additional labs to be added.

With this launch, 32 Boeing Sukanya Program STEM labs are now operational
across India, reaching nearly 20,000 students annually.

The Union Minister was joined by Shri Rabi Nayak, Minister, Panchayati Raj and
Rural Development, Shri Siddheshwar Baliram Bondar, Collector, Sambalpur
District; Shri Mukesh Bhamoo, Superintendent of Police Sambalpur; Shri Rehan
Khetri, Sambalpur Municipal Corporation Commissioner; Ms. Komal Garg, IPS
Probationer, and dignitaries from Boeing and Learning Links Foundation,
school principals, teachers, and students at the inauguration ceremony.

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan said, “India’s aviation and aerospace sector is
entering a historic phase of expansion, with thousands of new aircraft
expected to fly in our skies in the coming decade. To support this growth, the
country will need a new generation of pilots, engineers, technicians, and
aircraft maintenance professionals.

The Boeing Sukanya STEM Labs launched today at CSB Zilla School,
Sambalpur, is a crucial step in preparing our youth, especially our daughters
—for these future opportunities. Through this initiative, girls from Odisha will
receive early exposure to aerospace education and specialized training to
prepare for highly competitive pilot entrance examinations.”

“With the combined support of the Government of Odisha and Boeing,
financial barriers will no longer prevent talented girls from pursuing careers in
aviation. This partnership reflects the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
ensuring that district schools like Sambalpur become hubs of advanced
scientific learning. Our daughters will not only study here—they will fly higher,
lead India’s aerospace growth, and shape the nation’s future in the skies.”

The STEM labs feature experiential learning kits, digital tools and hands-on
modules designed to strengthen practical understanding of STEM, aviation,
and aeromodelling. Students from grades six through 10 will participate in
activity-based learning, workshops and exploratory sessions. The program
will also enable student participation in regional and national STEM, aviation,
and aeromodelling competitions.

The Boeing Sukanya Program is grounded in the belief that equal access to
education unlocks innovation,” said Salil Gupte, president, Boeing India and
South Asia. “These STEM labs reinforce our commitment to advancing
science, aviation and aeromodelling education in Sambalpur and


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neighboring districts. We deeply appreciate the support of the Ministry of
Education and the Government of Odisha in advancing this shared vision.”

The Boeing Sukanya Program is implemented in partnership with Learning
Links Foundation (LLF), a Boeing Global Engagement nonprofit partner for
education and skilling initiatives in India.

Dr. Anjlee Prakash, Chairperson, Learning Links Foundation, said, “We are
proud to collaborate with Boeing to deliver immersive, hands-on STEM
learning in Odisha. These labs encourage students to explore, question and
innovate, while also strengthening teacher capability and the broader school
ecosystem. Our focus is to enable more students, especially girls, to pursue
careers in STEM.”

Launched in 2024 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi,
the Boeing Sukanya Program aligns with India’s vision to increase women’s
participation in aviation. As part of the program, Boeing and LLF continue to
establish STEM labs in government schools across India.

The program also offers scholarships to girls to pursue their dream of
becoming pilots, helping build a strong talent pipeline to increase women’s
participation in India’s aviation growth.

Disclaimer: This media release is auto-generated. The CSR Journal is not
responsible for the content.

Long or Short, get news the way you like. No ads. No redirections. Download
Newspin and Stay Alert, The CSR Journal Mobile app, for fast, crisp, clean
updates!

App Store –  https://apps.apple.com/in/app/newspin/id6746449540 

Google Play Store – https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.inventifweb.newspin&pcampaignid=web_share
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Education Ministry Says No Child Must Be Denied
Access to Public Schools
By: JUDITH A. HUNTER, January 30, 2026

 Listen
Education

THE FULL STORY

A bulletin has been issued by the Ministry of Education, Skills, Youth and Information (MoESYI)

reminding school leaders and stakeholders that every child has a right to education and must not

be denied access to public schools.
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Some students of the Petersfield High School in Westmoreland.
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The Ministry has reiterated that exclusion of children from school constitutes a violation of the

International Convention on the Rights of the Child, specifically Articles 28 and 29, as well as the

Child Care and Protection Act of Jamaica, thereby infringing upon a fundamental right to

education.

According to the bulletin, school leaders, as agents of the State, are entrusted with the

responsibility of ensuring that no child is excluded from teaching and learning, particularly while

awaiting diagnostic assessment services.

The Ministry has noted with concern reports that some children are being kept from educational

activities under the pretext of pending psycho-educational assessments.

Administrators are being cautioned that such practices expose children to social, emotional and

environmental risks, while also widening learning gaps and contributing to behavioural

challenges.

The Ministry’s mandate is to prioritise enrolment and attendance, and as such, all students must

be in school.

Parents who visit schools with available capacity must be assisted, and principals who feel

challenged in providing the necessary support are urged to contact their education officer or

Regional Director for guidance.

The Ministry insists that no parent should leave a public school feeling uncared for, unserved or

hopeless.

It was stated that once the Ministry is made aware of an out-of-school situation, it will be

classified as an emergency case, triggering immediate measures to facilitate swift placement.

These measures include engaging schools to enable placement and providing sensitisation and

support to principals and staff to effectively accommodate the student.

The Ministry also provides support for assessments, school placement and the assistance of a

Special Education Needs Assistant (SENA), also referred to as a Shadow or Caregiver, without

requiring an assessment report.

Parents and schools are reminded that commencing the assessment process is critical to

developing a strategic educational plan tailored to the child’s needs. The Ministry reiterates its

guiding principle that every child can learn, and every child must learn, despite their differences.

In its continued efforts to strengthen support systems, the Ministry is developing a

comprehensive proposal to establish a cohort of clinical assessors to manage assessment cases,

with all costs covered by the Ministry.
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The NEP
2020:
Forging
Pathways
for India’s
Next
Decade
of
Learning
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Editor’s Note
By 2020, when the new National Education
Policy (NEP) was enacted—34 years after
the previous education policy (1986) and
28 years since its last revisions (1992)—
India had changed in profound ways: its
economy had diversified, technology had
advanced rapidly, educational aspirations
and professional mobility had expanded,
and global benchmarking had become
harder to ignore. NEP 2020 sought to
resolve many long-standing problems in
India’s education system: uneven learning
outcomes, language barriers, poor health
and nutrition among schoolchildren,
outdated assessment systems, fragmented
skill pathways, and weak bridges between
education and employability.

The policy proposed a system-wide reset,
with a strong focus on foundational literacy
and numeracy as well as new-age
competencies at the core. Additionally, it
offered a structured flexibility across the
education life-cycle, enabling
multidisciplinary learning, credit portability,
and multiple, non-linear pathways that
break the subject silos. Equally high-impact
change is reimagining India’s governance
and research architecture through
simplified regulation, greater institutional
autonomy, and the creation of a National
Research Foundation that links education
more directly to research and innovation.
NEP also offered explicit global and future-
facing orientation—for the first time, India’s
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education policy emphasised
internationalisation, skills for emerging
technologies, and preparing learners for a
globally interconnected knowledge
economy.

Together, these reforms signalled a
decisive move away from incremental
change towards a holistic reconfiguration
of India’s education ecosystem, linking
learning, institutions, governance, and
global engagement within a single policy
vision. It is this integrated character of NEP
2020 that this volume seeks to examine.
Each chapter in this publication focuses on
a critical lever within the NEP ecosystem,
reflecting a shared analytical stance that
educational outcomes are often cumulative
and systemic. The contributors to this
volume come from diverse professional
backgrounds but share a common concern
of how to translate policy ambitions into
durable learning outcomes, especially for
those who have historically been left
behind. Together, the nine articles in this
compendium trace the pathways by which
NEP 2020 seeks to rewire India’s education
ecosystem and where the hard work of
implementation lies.

The volume opens with an article by
Anustup Nayak, Sanjay Koushik, and
Shreya Singh that examines early
childhood education, which until NEP, sat at
the margins of policy discourse. The
authors use case studies from Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, Gujarat, and
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Madhya Pradesh to demonstrate how
NEP’s emphasis on universal, quality early
childhood education could reshape India’s
learning trajectory. They also raise difficult
questions about workforce capacity,
institutional coordination, and the risks of
expanding access without safeguarding
quality. The article’s recommendation is
straightforward: institutionalise school
readiness as a measurable, system-level
goal, rather than treating early education as
a peripheral concern.

Language of instruction is the next frontier,
which requires a delicate balance that
preserves both identity and opportunity. In
her article, Namita Goel explores the use of
the home or familiar language as medium
of instruction in the early years. Framing
the issue of learning language as one of
effectiveness, she argues that strong first-
language (L1) foundations are essential for
comprehension, participation, and equity;
they accelerate, rather than delay, the
acquisition of English and other additional
languages. Drawing on global mother-
tongue-based multilingual education (MTB-
MLE) evidence and Indian field examples,
the chapter critiques ‘early English-only’
approaches that result in shallow learning,
cognitive challenges, and passive
classrooms. It proposes a late-exit, additive
multilingual model aligned with NEP 2020
and National Curriculum Framework-
School Education 2023 with the following
steps: secure concepts in L1; introduce
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English or another L2 through orality-first
routines; and plan structured transitions to
L2 as a medium of instruction in upper
primary.

A child’s ability to learn is inseparable from
their physical and mental well-being. In the
third chapter, K.S. Uplabdh Gopal analyses
NEP’s important conceptual shift towards a
more holistic approach, recognising that
nutrition, preventive care, mental health,
and safe school environments directly
affect learning outcomes.  The author
documents gains in nutrition support,
disability screening, and the gradual
inclusion of mental health conversations in
schools, and highlights persistent gaps in
inter-ministerial coordination, human
resources, monitoring, and equity. The
article’s key recommendation is to move
from programmatic layering to system
integration, i.e., clearer joint stewardship
between education and health ministries,
digitised health records that travel with the
child, ring-fenced funding for counselling
and wellness, and explicit inclusion of life-
saving skills such as CPR and first aid in
the curriculum.

Ultimately, assessments determine what
schools prioritise, teachers teach, and
students learn. Typically, India’s
assessment culture captures narrow
learning through exam performance, often
at the expense of conceptual
understanding and application. NEP 2020
promises a shift to competency-based
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assessment, though such transitions are
not easy. In their chapter, Kavita Sharma
and Mansi Tejpal discuss what exactly it
would take to realign curriculum, pedagogy,
teacher training, and accountability
systems around meaningful assessments.
The authors trace India’s long journey from
examination-driven evaluation towards
assessment as a tool for learning,
anchored in global shifts from behaviourist
to constructivist learning principles. NEP
2020 is presented as a course correction
rather than a rejection of Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE). The
chapter details how competency-based
assessment, stage-appropriate evaluation,
and inclusive and threat-free practices are
now being institutionalised for deeper
learning, metacognition, and student
agency.

Technology enters the education discourse
as both an opportunity and risk. NEP was
enacted at a time when EdTech provided
continuity amidst the pandemic-induced
disruption, but it has also exposed deep
inequalities. Neha Parti’s article traces the
evolution of educational technology in
India, while critically examining how
technology interacts with pedagogy, equity,
and governance under NEP 2020. It shows
that although device penetration and digital
content availability have expanded rapidly,
learning gains remain uneven, and
uncritical adoption risks furthering
exclusion, passive consumption, and
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cultural bias. Positioning NEP 2020 as a
turning point, the chapter analyses
institutional mechanisms such as the
National Digital Education Architecture
(NDEAR) and the proposed National
Education Technology Forum (NETF).
Drawing on data and field observations, the
author highlights persistent digital divides,
not only in access, but in skills, support
ecosystems, and meaningful use.

As learners move through the schooling
system, the question of vocational skills
and employability becomes important. In
India, vocational education is often seen as
a fallback option, rather than an
aspirational pathway. NEP 2020 attempts
to erase this divide by integrating
vocational education into mainstream
schooling and emphasising skills alongside
academic learning. The sixth chapter by
Vijeta Ananthkumar and Shubhankar Bajpai
outlines the steps needed for this ambition
to scale through ingrained perceptions,
institutional fragmentation, and weak
industry connect. The authors discuss how
NEP 2020 fundamentally restructures
India’s vocational education system by
introducing a flexible, credit-based,
outcomes-driven process, allowing for
knowledge to be accumulated, transferred,
and utilised across educational institutes,
and the labour market.

Professional education also occupies a
unique position within the NEP framework,
particularly medical education, which has
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immediate and visible social costs,
affecting health equity, system resilience,
and public trust. The chapter by K. Madan
Gopal explores how NEP 2020’s principles
like flexibility, interdisciplinarity, and quality
assurance, interact with the realities of
medical training and health system needs.
The article documents tangible progress
and challenges over the past five years, and
notes, in particular, the state-level variation
in implementation, shaped by local
contexts. Readers will find a nuanced
assessment of where NEP has altered
medical education’s trajectory, where it has
not, and what is required to produce
doctors who are clinically competent,
ethically grounded, and socially responsive.

Between intent and impact of any policy lie
think tanks and knowledge institutions that
interpret, critique, and shape reform
trajectories. The penultimate chapter by
Nilanjan Ghosh highlights the importance
of independent analyses, policy dialogues,
and long-term engagement for knowledge
production as a national development
input. This chapter situates think tanks
within NEP 2020 as critical actors in
addressing India’s “ingenuity gap”, or the
gap between complex societal problems
and the production of actionable ideas to
solve them. The author positions NEP
2020’s emphasis on multidisciplinary
research and the National Research
Foundation as enabling conditions for a
new knowledge ecosystem and
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recommends formal integration of think
tanks within.

The volume closes by looking outward. The
last chapter by Arpan Tulsyan examines
NEP’s ambition to not only reform India’s
domestic education system, but reinstate
the country to the position of ‘Vishwa
Guru’—a global education destination and
partner. The article reframes
internationalisation under NEP 2020 as a
strategic system reform, rather than a
narrow agenda of student mobility.
Situating India within global trends, it
argues that internationalisation has shifted
toward “internationalisation at home”,
encompassing curriculum reforms, credit
transfers, joint degrees, research
collaborations, virtual exchanges, and the
setting up of foreign university campuses.
While documenting concrete post-2020
developments, it also examines outbound
mobility, research exchange programmes,
and diaspora engagement, positioning
internationalisation as both an educational
and geo-economic strategy.

This volume seeks to offer a roadmap for
the next decade of learning in India, which
will not be forged by policy alone, but by the
hard work, every day, in classrooms,
institutions, and governance systems. The
authors invite readers into this
conversation, with the hope that critical
engagement today can lead to better
learning outcomes tomorrow.
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India is schooling more children than ever, but learning
outcomes keep lagging

The Economic Survey 2025–26 shows near-universal school enrolment in India, but flags that

learning outcomes, teacher gaps and post-pandemic recovery remain uneven across states

and student groups.
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New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 30, 2026 12:26 IST

India has reached a milestone that once felt distant: getting almost every child into

school. According to the Economic Survey 2025–26, enrolment levels at the elementary

stage are now near-universal, with retention improving steadily through secondary

education. On paper, this is a major policy success.

But the same report carries a subtle warning. While more children are in classrooms,

what they are learning and how evenly they are learning remains a serious concern.

ADVERTISEMENT

The Economic Survey 2025–26 shows near-universal school enrolment in India, but flags that learning

outcomes, teacher gaps and post-pandemic recovery remain uneven across states and student groups.
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Learning outcomes have not improved at the same speed as enrolment, and gaps

across regions, income groups and school types continue to persist.

The problem with learning outcomes has been consistent in India. The Economic

Survey 2024-25, ASER 2024, and the UDISE+ 2024-25 all confirmed this despite noting

consistent progress.
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This year as well, this contrast between access and outcomes runs through the

Economic Survey’s education chapter and frames the central challenge for India’s

school system in the years ahead.

NEAR-UNIVERSAL ENROLMENT, STRONGER RETENTION

The Education and Health chapter of the Economic Survey 2025–26 notes that India

has made consistent progress in expanding school access across levels.

Gross Enrolment Ratios (GER) at the elementary stage remain above 100 percent,

reflecting wide coverage, while enrolment at the secondary and higher secondary

levels has increased over the past decade, though gaps remain.
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ADVERTISEMENT

A Gross Enrolment Ratio above 100% reflects the inclusion of over-age and under-age

students in schools, and is commonly seen in systems with wide access to education.

Enrolment trends highlighted in the Economic Survey 2025-26

Indicator
Trend noted in

Survey

Elementary

enrolment
Near-universal

Dropout rates
Continued

decline

Secondary

enrolment
Gradual increase

Gender gap
Narrowing at

most levels

The Economic Survey attributes this progress to sustained policy focus, including

infrastructure expansion, incentive schemes, and improved tracking of student

retention.

LEARNING OUTCOMES ARE NOT RISING AT THE SAME SPEED
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Despite high enrolment, the Economic Survey flags that learning outcomes have not

kept pace. It points to uneven progress in foundational literacy and numeracy,

especially at the primary level.

The report notes that learning levels vary sharply across states, school management

types and socio-economic groups, indicating that access alone has not translated into

uniform quality.

The Survey stops short of assigning blame but clearly signals that classroom-level

learning remains India’s biggest education challenge, even after decades of expanding

access.

POST-PANDEMIC LEARNING LOSSES STILL CAST A SHADOW

One of the most important acknowledgements in the Economic Survey is that

pandemic-era disruptions continue to affect learning recovery, particularly for younger

students.

School closures and uneven access to digital learning tools led to learning losses that

have not been fully reversed, especially among children from economically weaker

households.
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The Survey highlights that while digital education played a stabilising role during

closures, unequal access to devices and connectivity in India widened learning gaps

rather than narrowing them.

TEACHER AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY REMAIN KEY BOTTLENECKS

Another recurring theme is teacher availability and deployment. The Survey notes that

teacher shortages persist in certain regions and subjects, affecting instructional

quality.

In some states, high pupil-teacher ratios (PTR) continue to strain classroom outcomes,

while in others, teacher deployment does not align well with student needs.

Structural challenges flagged

Area
What the Survey

notes

Teacher

shortages

Persist in select

regions

PTR

imbalance

Affects classroom

attention

Training

needs

Ongoing

requirement

Deployment
Uneven across

states

The Ecoomic Survey suggests that system-level improvements will matter as much as

spending, especially when it comes to teacher support and classroom effectiveness.

DIGITAL EDUCATION HELPED, BUT ALSO DEEPENED GAPS

The Economic Survey takes a balanced view on digital learning. It recognises

technology as an enabler during school closures but also acknowledges its limits.
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Students with access to devices, stable internet and adult support benefited more,

while others were left behind. This has contributed to uneven learning recovery,

particularly at foundational stages.

The Survey’s data reinforces that digital tools cannot replace in-person teaching,

especially for early learners.

ENROLMENT SUCCESS VS OUTCOME REALITY: THE CORE CONTRADICTION

Taken together, the Economic Survey presents a clear contrast.

India has largely solved the problem of getting children into school. What remains

unresolved is ensuring that time spent in school consistently translates into learning

gains.
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This gap is most visible in:

The Survey does not call this a failure, but it does frame it as the next phase of reform,

shifting focus from access to outcomes.

WHAT THE SURVEY SIGNALS FOR POLICY AND PARENTS

While the Economic Survey is not prescriptive, its data points towards a clear direction:

Key takeaways:

Area Status

School

enrolment

Near-

universal

Retention Improving

Learning

outcomes
Lagging

Teacher

gaps
Persist

Digital

divide

Still

visible

For parents and students, the message is sobering but important. Being enrolled in

school is no longer the benchmark of success. What matters now is what children

Foundational literacy and numeracy

Learning recovery after COVID-19 disruptions

Regional and socio-economic disparities

Enrolment gains are stabilising

The next challenge is classroom quality

Teacher support and learning recovery need priority

Digital education must be blended, not substituted
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Kerala to reduce Class 10 syllabus by 25 per cent,
says Education Minister Sivankutty

RELATED
Kerala Budget 2026-27: Govt eyes
assembly polls, announces various
people-centric schemes

Synopsis
Kerala's Class 10 syllabus will be reduced by 25 percent starting next academic year. This decision follows student feedback on heavy
workloads. The curriculum committee has approved the change. The content of textbooks will remain the same. The announcement was
made by Education Minister V Sivankutty.

Kollam: Kerala Education Minister V Sivankutty on Saturday said that the

syllabus in Class 10 textbooks will be reduced by 25 per cent from the next

academic year.

The minister was addressing students after handing over the keys of a house constructed for the family of Mithun, a

student who died after being electrocuted at Thevalakkara Boys High School here last year.

Budget 2026 Highlights: Here's the fine print

Sivankutty said students frequently complain about the heavy academic workload, and considering this, the state

government decided to take necessary steps.
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"In next year's school textbooks, 25 per cent of the syllabus will be reduced from what exists in the current books. The

curriculum committee has already approved the decision," he said.

He clarified that the textbooks' content would not be altered.

Mithun had died after accidentally coming into contact with an electric line near the school premises.

​Masterclasses by

The key-handover ceremony for the newly constructed house was jointly carried out by Sivankutty and Kerala Finance

Minister K N Balagopal.

Earlier in the day, Sivankutty wrote on Facebook that Mithun had dreamed of a good house for his family and had even

drawn the dream home on the walls of their small dwelling.

"Today, that dream stands fulfilled with the completion of a new house named 'Mithun Bhavanam', though the absence

of the child continues to cause deep sorrow," the minister said.
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He praised the Kerala State Bharat Scouts and Guides for taking the initiative to fulfil Mithun's wish.

Without collecting any money from students, the organisation constructed a 1,000-square-foot house within six months

at a cost of Rs 20 lakh, he said, calling it a model and humane intervention, he said.

"The house stands as a tribute to the boy's memories and a reminder of our collective responsibility towards children and

their dreams," Sivankutty added.
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New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 31, 2026 11:00 IST

As India readies itself for the presentation of the Union Budget on Sunday, February 1, a

rare departure from the usual weekday schedule, education has emerged as a major

focus area in the government’s development agenda.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is set to make history by presenting the Union

Budget for a record ninth consecutive time, underscoring continuity in fiscal policy-

making. The Budget will be tabled amid heightened expectations across sectors,

particularly education and health.
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Budget 2026 expectations: Education sector pushes for teacher hiring, skills and digital learning (Photo: Getty
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According to the Economic Survey 2025–26, tabled in both Houses of Parliament,

health and education remain the foundational pillars of India’s human capital strategy.

These sectors are viewed as critical to achieving the national goal of becoming a

developed country by 2047.

GAINS IN LITERACY, ENROLMENT, AND INSTITUTIONAL REFORM

The education sector has witnessed steady progress in recent years, marked by

improvements in literacy rates, increased enrolment across school and higher

education, expanded vocational pathways, and structural reforms introduced under the

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

MAKE INDIA TODAY
MY TRUSTED SOURCE

Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) figures reflect steady gains across the education system,

with enrolment reaching 90.9 per cent at the primary level and 90.3 per cent at the

upper primary stage.

Participation declines at higher levels, with GER standing at 78.7 per cent in secondary

education and 58.4 per cent at the higher secondary level.
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While these numbers indicate significantly expanded access to schooling, they also

underscore the persistent challenge of improving student retention and ensuring

smoother transitions as learners progress to higher stages of education.

For the education sector, Budget 2026 is being viewed as a critical inflexion point, a

moment to move decisively from policy intent to effective on-ground implementation.

Stakeholders are closely watching how allocations and reforms align with the

transformative goals outlined in NEP 2020, particularly in areas such as teacher

training, digital learning, skilling, and higher education governance.

NEP 2020: FROM FRAMEWORK TO SCALE

Nikhil Barshikar, Founder & CEO, Imarticus Learning, highlighted the strength of the

National Education Policy, saying, "NEP 2020 is a well-designed and forward-looking

policy that gives India a clear framework across schools and higher education."

"The real opportunity in the upcoming Union Budget is execution at scale, Nikhil

Barshikar added.

In schools, India continues to face over a million teacher vacancies while educating

more than 250 million students, making sustained investment in teacher recruitment,
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continuous professional development, and digital infrastructure critical, especially in

the early grades.

TEACHER EMPOWERMENT AND INDIA'S TALENT AMBITION

Sharing his expectations of the upcoming budget, Nirvaan Birla, Managing Director,

Birla Open Minds Education Ltd., said, "The upcoming budget is a golden opportunity to

fuel India's journey toward becoming a global talent powerhouse. By deepening the

focus on teacher empowerment, we can turn the vision of the National Education Policy

into a reality."

ADVERTISEMENT

"The future belongs to a nation that invests in its learners today, ensuring every

student has the tools to thrive in a digital-first world," he further added.

INVESTING IN EDUCATORS AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

Shweta Sastri, Managing Director, Canadian International School, Bangalore,

emphasised the importance of strengthening education infrastructure, saying,

"Sustained investment in teacher training, modern learning spaces, and technology-

enabled classrooms is essential to fostering inclusion, curiosity, and critical thinking."

She also highlighted the need to build teacher capacity, adding, "Empowering

educators through continuous professional development and digital upskilling must be

a priority, as teachers are the cornerstone of any high-performing education system."

EXPANDING THE FOCUS BEYOND FOUNDATIONAL LEARNING
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Shaheen Mistri, Founder and CEO, Teach For India, said, "The upcoming Union Budget

plays a pivotal role in taking India's education sector to its next phase of growth,

redefining how learning and skilling are implemented nationwide."

She added, "We believe that with significant progress on FLN, we can now stretch

further, holding a bar on a holistic education for all children."

ADVERTISEMENT

According to Mistri, this next phase would require greater investment in holistic

assessment and in building the capacity of school leaders and teachers to adopt

progressive pedagogy and curricula aligned with the needs of a rapidly changing world.

She further emphasised the importance of addressing mental health and stress

through social and emotional learning as an integral part of education, while also

leveraging technology and AI thoughtfully and encouraging bold innovation across the

system.

BRIDGING ACCESS GAPS ACROSS REGIONS

Highlighting the need for the Budget to bridge gaps in access and outcomes, Niru

Agarwal, Managing Trustee, Greenwood High International School, said, "While recent

policy reforms have laid a strong foundation, the budget must now focus on translating

this vision into measurable outcomes by prioritising increased access to education,

upskilling and building technological capacities."

She further added that this must address the evolving needs of students and

educators, especially in rural and underserved regions, which will help empower
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educators to deliver better learning outcomes.

A BUDGET THAT CAN SHAPE INDIA'S LEARNING FUTURE

As India charts its next phase of growth, the Union Budget 2026 holds the potential to

redefine the trajectory of education reform.

With NEP 2020 as the guiding framework, stakeholders are looking for a sharper focus

on teacher empowerment, holistic learning, technology integration, and equitable

access.

If aligned with strong execution, this Budget could mark a turning point, strengthening

India's education system as a foundation for long-term economic resilience and global

competitiveness.
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