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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during the month of January 2026.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT,NewDelhi
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The year saw schools shutting down or moving online due to rising pollution. exPRess

School shutdowns not the
answer, NEP needs review

VidheeshaKuntamalla

THE CHALLENGE

Every year,schoolsin Delhi-NCR facea
recurring problem — they are eithershut or
shifted to online as well as hybrid mode due
to extreme weather conditions, winter pol-
Iution, even intense rainfall, steadily reduc-
ing functional teaching days. Those af-
fected are the children, mainly the young
learners and those from lower economic
groups, as recurring dis-
ruptions widen learning gaps.

The year 2025 also wit-
nessed another kind of dis-
ruption, with parents of stu-
dents studying in private
schools coming to the streets
to protest fee hikes. This led
the Delhi government to pass
the Delhi School Education
(Transparency in Fixation and
Regulation of Fees) Bill, aiming to curb ar-

bitrary fee hikes, provide parents with a
voice in the fee-fixation process, and intro-
duce strict penalties for violations. How the
Actisimplemented on the ground remains
tobeseen. ;

In higher education, the implementa-
tion of the National Education Policy (NEP)
— particularly the four-year undergraduate
programme - has led to an increase in the
number of courses, credits, exams and in-
ternal assessments. Many students and
teachersreportacademic overload and con-
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Learn

EDUCATION

stant evaluationcyclesthatleavelittletime
for sustained learning or specialisation.

WAY FORWARD
- At the school level, experts believe pol-
icy responses must move beyond blanket
school shutdowns to ensure there is no
learning loss. Latika Gupta, faculty at De-
partment of Education, Delhi University,
said, “We need to think seriously abouthow
education can remain exciting and mean-
ingful despite disruptions...
Instead of shutting down
schools and pushing classes
on to hybrid mode, schools
should be promoted to up-
grade theirinfrastructure with
air purifiers, among others.”

On private schools hiking
fees, she said, “Fee regulation
alone will not fix private
schooling. We need wider con-
versations involving parents, schools, legal
experts and civil society to understand
what private education hasbecome.”

In higher education, experts believe an
analysisof NEP performance inthelast five
yearsisthe need ofthe hour. “There hasto
beaserious, evidence-based review of NEP.
You cannot keep reforming higher educa-
tion without asking students and teachers
how it is actually playing out in class-
rooms,” said Gupta.

“Highereducation needs fewer COUrses
and deeperengagement...,” she added.
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CBSE SKILL EDUCATION TEACHER TRAINING STARTS JAN 5

OUR CORRESPONDENT

he Central Board of Second-
ary Education (CBSE) has
announced the schedule for
one-day Capacity Building
Programmes (CBPs) aimed at pre-
paring teachers for the compulsory
rollout of Skill Education in Classes
6 to 8. These offline training sessions
will commence on January 5, 2026,
and will be conducted at various cen-
tres across northern India.
The programmes are part of
CBSE’s plan to ensure the effective

implementation of skill-based learn-
ing at the middle school level. In line 1

DURING THE WORKSHOPS,
TEACHERS WILL BE ORIENTED
ON THE KAUSHAL BODH ACTIVITY
BOOKS DEVELOPED BY NCERT

with an earlier circular, the Board
is moving ahead with making Skill
Education mandatory and equip-
ping teachers with the necessary tools
and understanding to deliver the
curriculum.

During the workshops, teachers

will be oriented on the Kaushal Bodh
activity books developed by NCERT. -
These resources are designed to sup-
port classroom instruction and help
educators smoothly transition to the
new skill-focused approach. The ini-
tiative aligns with the objectives of
the National Education Policy, which
stresses early exposure to vocational
skills as a key component of holis-
tic education. Teachers and school
authorities seeking further informa-
tion can visit the official CBSE Aca-
demic website or get in touch with
the Department of Skill Education.
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NCERT study plans assessment of Class 3 students'
basic learning abilities

Published on: Jan 01, 2026 6:47 PM IST
PTI Cﬁ

NCERT study plans assessment of Class 3 students' basic learning abilities

NCERT study plans assessment of Class 3 students' basic learning abilities

New Delhi, The National Council of Educational Research and Training
will conduct the Foundational Learning Study to assess and strengthen
the basic learning competencies of Delhi students at the Grade 3 level of
the current academic year, a statement said.

According to the Delhi State Council of Educational Research and
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schools will be shared Iin advance.

Add Hinbustan Times as your preferred
news source on Google

{5 Add Now

The Foundational Learning Study is designed to understand how well
students acquire basic reading, writing and numeracy skills by the end of
the foundational stage, the statement said.

This is a collaborative initiative of SCERT and NCERT, it said.

As part of the preparations, NCERT has shared sample assessment
tasks in Hindi and English to familiarise teachers and students with the
assessment format and process.

Heads of schools and principals have been asked to ensure that Class 3
teachers help students practise these sample activities to improve their
understanding and readiness, according to the SCERT.
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It emphasised that the cooperation of schools will be crucial for the
smooth and effective implementation of the study and for promoting
strong foundational learning outcomes among students.

Clarifying the nature of the exercise, NCERT said that the FLS is not an
examination or test. It is a diagnostic survey and does not involve
grading or certification of individual students, nor does it serve as a
rating or certification of schools.

The findings are used to inform policy decisions, improve classroom
practices and strengthen foundational education under the National
Education Policy 2020.

This article was generated from an automated news agency feed
without modifications to text.
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Education: School shutdowns not
the answer, NEP needs evidence-
based review

At the school level, experts believe policy responses must move beyond blanket school
shutdowns to ensure there is no learning loss.

Written by Vidheesha Kuntamalla

New Delhi | January 1, 2026 06:20 AM IST
As Trusted =
3 min read Source on =

The year saw schools shutting down or moving online due to rising pollution. (Express)

THE CHALLENGE

Every year, schools in Delhi-NCR face a recurring problem - they are either shut or shifted to online

as well as hybrid mode due to extreme weather cogditions, winter pollution, even intense rainfall,
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steadily reducing functional teaching days. Those affected are the children, mainly the young

learners and those from lower economic groups, as recurring disruptions widen learning gaps.

The year 2025 also witnessed another kind of disruption, with parents of students studying in private
schools coming to the streets to protest fee hikes. This led the Delhi government to pass the Delhi
School Education (Transparency in Fixation and Regulation of Fees) Bill, aiming to curb arbitrary fee
hikes, provide parents with a voice in the fee-fixation process, and introduce strict penalties for

violations. How the Act is implemented on the ground remains to be seen.

In higher education, the implementation of the National Education Policy (NEP) — particularly the
four-year undergraduate programme — has led to an increase in the number of courses, credits,
exams and internal assessments. Many students and teachers report academic overload and constant

evaluation cycles that leave little time for sustained learning or specialisation.

WAY FORWARD

At the school level, experts believe policy responses must move beyond blanket school shutdowns to

ensure there is no learning loss.

Latika Gupta, faculty at Department of Education, Delhi University, said, “We need to think seriously
about how education can remain exciting and meaningful despite disruptions... Instead of shutting
down schools and pushing classes on to hybrid mode, schools should be promoted to upgrade their

infrastructure with air purifiers, among others.”

On private schools arbitrarily hiking fees, she said, “Fee regulation alone will not fix private
schooling. We need wider conversations involving parents, schools, legal experts and civil society to

understand what private education has become.”

In higher education, experts believe an analysis of NEP performance in the last five years is the need
of the hour. “There has to be a serious, evidence-based review of NEP. You cannot keep reforming
higher education without asking students and teachers how it is actually playing out in classrooms,”

said Gupta.

“Higher education needs fewer courses and deeper engagement. Specialisation cannot be replaced

by constant assessment and flexibility without intellectual cost,” she added.

CURATED FOR YOU
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Modi says PM-SHRI set to transform primary
education nationwide

He noted that the scheme is designed to strengthen primary education through
improved infrastructure and enhanced learning environments.
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'Chalo Jeete Hain' set for special nationwide re-release on PM Modi's birthday
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PM Modi on Wednesday urged state governments to prioritise the effective rollout
of the PM-SHRI (Prime Minister Schools for Rising India) scheme, stating that its
proper implementation would be crucial in improving the quality of education
across the country.

Speaking during the 50th PRAGATI video conference with state chief secretaries,
the Prime Minister said the initiative aims to upgrade government schools and
develop them into model institutions in line with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.

He noted that the scheme is designed to strengthen primary education through
improved infrastructure and enhanced learning environments.

The Prime Minister explained that the Centre would fund 60 per cent of the project
cost, with states contributing the remaining 40 per cent, enabling the holistic
development of selected government schools nationwide.

He added that students from both rural and urban areas would benefit from better
infrastructure, digital learning facilities, and modern educational tools.

Emphasising the broader goals of NEP 2020, Modi said the scheme focuses on
fostering creativity, skill,s and all-round development among students.

He outlined plans to develop digital and green schools equipped with smart
classrooms, science and digital laboratories, modern libraries, sports amenities, arts
education and vocational training facilities.

Sustainability measures such as the use of solar energy and water conservation
would also be incorporated.

Addressing the conference, Andhra Pradesh Chief Secretary K Vijayanand informed
the Prime Minister that 935 schools in the state have been identified under the PM-
SHRI scheme and are being upgraded with digital support to provide quality
education.

He said the state government is putting in place all required steps to ensure the
scheme is implemented effectively across Andhra Pradesh.

Download the Edexlive app to stay updated with the latest news
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Getting teens to read the news

‘Through board games, photographs, graphics, and chronologically told

stories, The Hindu In School engages young readers

Gokul C.

ow do you get teenagers to read
“ newspapers? The Hindu In

School team is often asked this
question by teachers, parents, and fellow
journalists. It is also something that we
reflect on while writing and producing a
newspaper that caters to young readers
between the ages of 13 and 18.

The question assumes importance be-
cause multiple - studies, conducted
around the world, claim that the rate of
students reading for pleasure or general
awareness is declining sharply. These sur-
veys blame the trend on social media,
specifically short-form videos, which has
significantly altered the patterns of infor-
mation consumption.

One such survey conducted in the UK.
in 2025, by the communication regulator
Ofcom, showed that 57% of respondents
in the age range of 12-15 were getting their
news and information from social media
platforms. The scenario is not very diffe-
rent in other countries, including India.

As one journalism student told the In
School team during an interaction, “I

don’t go looking for news on social me- .

dia. It comes as part of the overall content
that I view. What I like is that I can in-
stantly react to the news, through likes,
shares, and comments.” This is a popular
sentiment among young readers.
Social media has played a significant
role in enabling the youth to express
themselves, especially in societies where
their freedom of expression is restrained.
Yet, most of the content pushed to them
is not age-appropriate, which is one of
the reasons why Australia imposed a ban
on social media use for children below 16.
But even on traditional platforms,
there is precious little space for child-
friendly journalism. This makes the task
of creating news that is inclusive, accessi-
ble, and explanatory for readers of all ag-
es both daunting and deeply rewarding.
Coming back to the question of getting
children to read, here is what we do.
We try to cover news that makes sense
in their world and present it in their “lan-
guage”. Which is why our headlines look

different from the main edition. For in-
stance, stories about the birth anniver-
sary of mathematician Srinivasa Ramanu-
jan, board examination preparation tips,
and research into why you cannot wiggle
your toes like your fingers make it to our
front page. We focus on topics that are of
importance and interest to teen readers.
For many of them, we are their first in-

‘troduction to news. So, we try to keep it

simple. We break down developments to
explain context and consequences. We
re-invert the inverted pyramid — the tra-
ditional form of reporting news with in-
formation ordered based on their impor-
tance — to tell stories sequentially and
chronologically, placing greater empha-
sis on explanatory journalism.

Since many teenagers are exhausted
by their academic workload, we try not to
overwhelm them with information. A sto-
ry on climate change, for instance, may
be presented through photographs and
graphics rather than dense statistics. We
turn empirical data into anecdotal stories
that readers can relate to.

For children with an appetite for deep-
er reading, we narrate national, interna-
tional, and civic news as stories that are
easier to absorb. We have even created a
monthly board game to help children en-
gage with news. We present the news of
the month on the board game, and every
positive news takes the player ahead
while negative ones push them back.

‘What also helps engage young readers
is making them feel like they are a part of
the editorial process. They write to us
regularly, to share their stories, poems,
and opinions about news developments,
and even puzzles and games. Given the
volume of submissions, we dedicated last
year’s Children’s Day issue to articles
written by our teen contributors.

The sheer enthusiasm and response

-underlined us that there is still a signifi-

cant number of teenagers who enjoy
reading news in print. This includes ma-
ny first-generation English learners who
use school newspapers as an educational
tool to strengthen their language skills.

gokul.c@thehindu.co.in
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NCERT to get Deemed University Status by
January end

ANI | Updated: C Jovmapdisiba
Jan 02,2026 (https://google.com/preferences/source
16:44 IST ?g=aninews.in)
ANI Join our
News Whatsapp(https://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va7q7004dTnMVI9H9r0o)
channel

By Vishu Adhana

New Delhi (India), January 2 (ANI): The National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is likely to be
granted deemed-to-be-university status by the end of
January, sources in the Ministr),hof Education told ANI.
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NCERT to get Deemed University Status by January end

According to sources, the groundwork for granting the status
has been completed, and the University Grants Commission
(UGC) will hold a meeting to decide.

"The preparation has been done. The UGC has to hold a
meeting to make a decision. We are hopeful that once the
next meeting takes place, the update will come by the end of
the month," a source said.

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan made the
announcement to transform NCERT into a deemed university
in 2023, while stating that NCERT's transition into a research
university would open avenues for global collaborations and
enable it to contribute more actively to the global educational
landscape.

NCERT is an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of
Education and plays a central role in improving the quality of
school education through curriculum development, textbook
publication, educational research and teacher training.

Once accorded the status, NCERT will be able to initiate
expanded in-house research programmes and function as a
full-fledged research university.

Sources said the institution will be primarily funded by the
Department of School Education and Literacy under the
Ministry of Education.

Universities in India are recognised by the University Grants
Commission (UGC), which derives its powers from the UGC
Act, 1956.

A deemed-to-be-university is a status granted to higher
educational institutions that demonstrate excellence in a
specific field of study, on the advice of the UGC and approval
of the Central Government. 12
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NCERT to get Deemed University Status by January end

As per the UGC website, there are around 145 institutes with
deemed university status

The Indian Institute of Science (1I1Sc) was the first to receive
the status in 1958, while Tamil Nadu has the highest number
of deemed universities.

Institutions with deemed university status enjoy full academic
autonomy, including the freedom to design courses, develop
curricula, determine admissions criteria and fix fees.

With this status, NCERT will be able to award its own
graduate, postgraduate and doctoral degrees, significantly
expanding its role in India's higher education and research
ecosystem. (ANI)
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Univers ties Die offers valuable
into the forces that undermine

theidea of a university inIndia today. One,
the increasing traction of the argument
thatacademic rigour and academic sched-
ules are a source of stress to students in
higher educational institutions (HEISs).
Two, the requirement of minimum disci-
pline in an HEI is being seen as antitheti-
cal to student creativity. Three, requiring
students toattend aminimum numberof
classes is being seen as stressful. In No-

titus;
tions. There are at least three disturbing
developments that seem to be affecting

Classrfd@m teachmg isessential. HC rullng missesthat

vember, the Delhi ngh Court ruled tha];
no law student in the country should be

' barred from taking examinations due tq

lnsufﬁc:lent attendance.

. Before analysing these issues, let us
go back tothe*idea of a university and
its objectives. ="‘, d

 In his classic 19th-century work Tm:
Idca ofa University, John HNewman em-
phasised that a university is a trans-
formative space where knowledge, free-
dom, and purpose combine to create
enlightened individuals who can steward
the transition to ajust society. He argued
that the autonomy of an institution is best
left to its leader. The creation of original
knowledge and the larger public good
should be the key idea of a university. |

Today, universities have drifted from
their core mandate, and the faculty are

called upon by the state and regulators to
play roles for which they were never
trained. These include the policing of stu-
dents. Requiring the faculty to perform
such roles leads to what Fleming calls the
bureaucratisation of universities. Dealing
with such matters taxes the energy of fac-
ulty members. Failure to perform such
tasks can lead to a fair amountof backlash
against faculty members, especially from

‘Today, universities have drifted
from their core mandate, and the
faculty are called upon by the state
_ andregulators to play roles for |
whlch they were never trained

parents. At times, lnstltutlons that
judge universities lack 1ns:ght into how
universities work now.

The social milieu today is exerting
pressure on students, and, indeed, aca-
demic environments often exacerbate
mental health issues. While universities
generally have abasic infrastructure todeal
with such issues, they do not yet have
specialised arrangements. They become
easy scapegoats for student stress.

At the same time, regulators expect
universities to follow an ambitious cur-
riculum. Continued classes, assignments,
and an effective evaluation system are
needed for academic rigour. For a variety.
of reasons, some students are oftenunable

tocopewith this schedule. The choice be- -
fore universities, then, is to either lower

the bar or push students to meet the

requirements. Neither opuomsndeal The
university, then, becomes an easy target '
forwhat is a systemicand social problem,
In several institutions, this takes a toll on
academic rigour.

The Delhi High Court’s latest verdict
removes obligations to attend classes.’
Classroom teaching is essential to aca-
demic rigour. Teachingtoday facesachal- |
lenge from AL Howexer, Al can never pro-
vide the personalised attention to a
student that an empathetic teacher can.
The online mode will especially beinsuf-
ficient for students of highty technical
subjects like law. The attendance relax-
ation mandated by the HC will, however,
encourage the on]me mode.

Thewriter s vice chancellor, National Law. .
University Delhi. Views are personal
-

|
|
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” Citywide winter survey to
identify out-of-school kids

‘SURVEY DETAILS

Children will be identified and

| Below 6 years )2
[ &-10years >3
1114 years >3

>

build community trust

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: As classrooms
across Delhi prepare for the
newacademiceycle, the city’s
education department has
fanned out hundreds of sur-
veyorsintolanes, labour clus-
ters and informal settle-
ments to answer a critical qu-
estion: Which children are
stillmissingfrom school?Ina
renewed push to bridge lear-
ning gaps, Delhi govt has
launched a 15-day citywide
survey to identify out-of-
school children and bring
them back into the formal
education system.

The exercise, conducted
bytheSamagraShikshawing
of the Delhi education depart-
mentfrom JanltoJan15, aims
toirackchi.ldrenwhodmpped
out, never enrolled, orrequire
special educational support,
Survey teams are visiting ho-
useholds daily between 9 am
and 1 pm to map education
gaps on the ground. “Our
objective is to ensure univer-
sal access to education and
simplify the admission pro-

cess so that no child is denied -

Scheduled from Jan 1 to Jan 15
To be conducted daily from 9am to 1pm

TARGET AGE GROUPS

categorised into four age groups

How survey teams will function

TARGETED High-risk areas
OUTREACH identified first |

MAPPING EDUCATION GAPS

Winter survey is being conducted to ensure
universal access to education, simplify admission process

Children identified

Survey teams will Reports to ) v _
be equipped with be submitted as out-of-school,  admitted North WestB-ll 7
identification kits and  to Samagra  including children = students SOuth West B4 7~
ID cards to ensure Shikshaby  with special needs, to be B
easy recognitionand  Jan 15 will be admitted to  submitted Central 8

schools by Jan 31

hotspots

Report on

by Feb 7

| Focus on potential | Unauthorised | Construction | Industrial
! |  colonies

NO. OF

DISTRICT TEAMS|

B o

North West A 20
> WestA 18
_ North 16
North East-ll 16
North WestB-I 15
North East-l 12
South WestA 9
South WestB-| 9

- NewDelhi 1

zones

sites !

schooling due to documenta-
tion, migration or socio-eco-
nomic challenges,” an educa-
tion department official said.
Atotalof 234 surveyteams
were deployed across all dis-
tricts, with East Delhi seeing
the highest number at 27 te.
ams, followed by South East
(25) and South and West B dis-
tricts(22each). Children iden-
tified during the survey will
be categorised into four age
groups—below 6 years, 6-10
years, 11-14 years and 15-19 ye-
ars—to enable age-appropria-
te placement. “This classifi-
cation helps us plan admis-
sions more effectively, especi-
ally for older children who
mayneedbridgecoursesoral-
ternative learning pathwa-
¥s,” theofficial added.
Allidentified children, in-
cluding those with special ne-
eds, are expected to be admit-
ted by Jan 31, with a detailed
report on admissions to be
submitted by Feb 7. “Schools
were instructed to prioritise

theseadmissionsandprov:ide' s

necessary academic and co-
unselling support,” another
official said.

“The survey follows a tar-

_——

geted outreach strategy, focu-
sing first on high-risk areas
where dropout rates are tra-
ditionally higher. Unauthori-
sed colonies, construction si-
tes, industrial zones and mig-
rant settlements have been
identified askey hotspots.
For many families, the
struggle is painfully real. A
father from northeast Delhi
recounted his ordeal with his
son’s Class IX admission:. “I
was bounced from one office
toanother, each offeringlittle
clarity. Eventually, the school
removed his name from the
roster, and I had no idea how
to get him readmitted.” With
optionsdwindling, hisson en-
ded up working in a shop in
Shiv Vihar, a stark reminder
of how guickly educational
disruption can divert a child
from learningtolabour.
Samagra Shiksha con-
ducts bi-annual surveys each
Year to identify out-of-school

 children. Thousands of stu-

dentsareidentified each year.
“In this year’s summer sur-
vey, over 11,000 children were
identified who either drop-
ped out or were never enrol-
led,” said the official.

€
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NCERT to be granted deemed university status:
Here is what that changes

TOI Education | Jan 3, 2026, 12.46 PM IST

The National Council of Educational Research and Training, an
institution long associated with school textbooks and curriculum
design, may soon step into a different institutional role. According
to sources in the Ministry of Education, NCERT is likely to be
granted deemed-to-be-university status by the end of January,
AN/ reports.

The groundwork for the decision has been completed, and the
University Grants Commission is expected to take it up in an
upcoming meeting. “The preparation has been done. The UGC
has to hold a meeting to make a decision. We are hopeful that
once the next meeting takes place, the update will come by the
end of the month,” a source told AN/

The proposal is not new. Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan had announced the plan in 2023,
describing the move as a way to convert NCERT into a research-focused institution that could engage in global
academic collaboration and contribute more actively to the international education ecosystem.

What is changing now is the likelihood of formal approval.

What NCERT is today

NCERT is an autonomous organisation under the Ministry of Education. Its mandate sits firmly at the school level.
It designs national curricula, publishes textbooks used aggoss central and state board schools, conducts
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educational research and supports teacher training.

Despite its influence, NCERT is not a university. It does not award degrees, conduct independent postgraduate
programmes or operate as a higher education institution. Its authority flows from policy relevance, not academic
accreditation.

Deemed university status would alter that structure.

What deemed-to-be-university status means

In India, universities are recognised by the University Grants Commission under the UGC Act, 1956. A deemed-to-
be-university is a specific category granted to institutions that demonstrate academic strength in a defined area,
on the recommendation of the UGC and with approval from the Central Government.

According to the UGC website, there are around 145 institutes with deemed university status. The Indian Institute
of Science was the first to receive it in 1958, while Tamil Nadu currently has the highest number of such
institutions.

Deemed universities enjoy full academic autonomy. They can design courses, develop curricula, set admission
criteria and fix fees. Crucially, they can award their own degrees at the graduate, postgraduate and doctoral
levels.

This autonomy is the core difference between deemed universities and institutions that operate under affiliating
universities.

What changes for NCERT -

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/ncert-to-be-granted-deemed-university-status-here-is-what-that-changes/articleshowprint/126317815.cms 2/4
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Once accorded the status, NCERT will be able to function as a full-fledged research university. According to AN/,
this will allow it to initiate expanded in-house research programmes and formally enter higher education and
doctoral training.

NCERT will also be able to award its own degrees, significantly widening its institutional footprint beyond school
education. This positions it differently within India’s education system, where bodies that design school curricula
and those that award higher education degrees have traditionally remained separate.

Funding is expected to continue primarily from the Department of School Education and Literacy under the
Ministry of Education, AN/ reports. That detail matters because it suggests NCERT's academic expansion will

remain anchored within the school education framework, rather than being absorbed into the higher education
bureaucracy.

Why the move matters

The proposal reflects a broader policy shift under the National Education Policy, which encourages research-
driven institutions and vertical integration across education levels. NCERT becoming a deemed university would
concentrate curriculum authority, research capacity and degree-granting power within a single institution.

The deemed university status changes governance, accountability and academic power.

What happens next

The final decision rests with the UGC, followed by Centra||8Government approval. If granted, NCERT will join a

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/ncert-to-be-granted-deemed-university-status-here-is-what-that-changes/articleshowprint/126317815.cms 3/4
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category of institutions that operate with significant autonomy within India’s higher education system.

For an organisation that has shaped what students read in classrooms for decades, the shift marks a move from
influencing education indirectly to formally producing degrees and research. The implications will unfold not just
in universities, but eventually in how school education policy itself is researched, trained and revised.

For now, the proposal is waiting for one meeting. But once approved, it would permanently alter what NCERT is

allowed to be.

19
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"Prime Minister Modi has said the country needs to come out of the
Macaulay mentality. The NEP 2020 will be the medium to bring the new

generation of the country out of the Macaulay mentality," he asserted.

"India is a country of the youth and it is the responsibility of the
education department to prepare the youth and future generations with
education in mother tongue, competency based studies and skill based
studies,’ Pradhan added.

7th

m Union minister further pitched for holistic assessment of studies,
entrepreneurship and innovation in education, adding that youth should

i

[EEopbY{URt job seekers but also job creators.

EVENT EVENT EVENT
Th:(.‘.reat India School EDNXT - Bengaluru Techl
B \)
ASummit 2026 India's education FDRX' Sumr
A, ., m . .
.. . India's education L
Thu, 22 Jan 2026 Thu, 05 Feb 2026 Tht >
© Holiday Inn Zirakpur, Chandigarh © CONRAD, BENGALURU © NE!
5th i Thu, 22 Jan 2026 Thu, 05 Feb 2026 Tht
€2 @ Holiday Inn Zirakpur, Chandigarh © CONRAD, BENGALURU ©® NE!
Register Now > Register Now > Regist

The National Education Policy is working in that direction, he said.

Delivering the sixth Ramnath Goenka Lecture in New Delhi on
November 17, PM Modi urged citizens to take a pledge to rid the nation

from the mindset of slavery instilled by Thomas Macaulay.

4 "The crime committed by Macaulay against India's cultural and

‘ educational foundations will complete 200 years in 2035. I want to
appeal to the entire country: over the next decade, we must resolve to
free ourselves from the mindset of slavery that Macaulay imposed on

India," Modi had said on the occasion.
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_ NCERT to get Deemed University status by January end
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[/NCERT to conduct foundational
learning study for Class 3 students

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: National Council of Educational Research and

- Training (NCERT) will conduct the foundational learning
study (FLS) to assess and strengthen the basic learning com-
petencies of Delhi students studying in class III during the
currentacademic year.

Through anofficial circular, the State Councilof Educatio-
nal Research and Training (SCERT) stated that the study is
tentatively scheduled to be held from Feb to March this yearin
selected, sampled schools, and thelist of participating schools
will be shared in advance.

The initiative is a collaborative effort between SCERT and
NCERT across the country. i

To prepare students for the exercise, NCERT shared sam-
ple assessment tasks in both Hindiand English. These materi-
alsare intended tofamiliarise teachers and students with the

‘| assessment format and process. :
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Haryana plans to foster sports

/ culture in government schools

NITISH SHARMA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

AMBALA, JANUARY 4

O promote sports
: culture and provide

opportunities to gov-
ernment school students
to excel in sports, the Edu-
cation Department has
designated 22 government
schools across Haryana as
Centres of Excellence in
Sports. Different disci-
plines have been allotted
to the selected govern-
ment schools.

% What is this project

all about?

A notification issued by the
School Education Depart-
ment...read, “In pursuance
of the state’s commitment
to strengthening spirit of
sportsmanship among the
students-. and - providing
opportunity  to excel in
sports, under the National

. Education Policy (NEP)

2020, and with recommen-
dations of the Haryana Gov-

ernment, Model Sanskriti -

and PM Shri Senior Sec-
ondary Schools have been
designated as Centers of
Excellence in Sports..”

® What are the disciplines _

selected for the schools?
Under the initiative, differ-
ent diseiplines suchias
tennis, volleyball, handbail

swimming, kabaddi, foot-
ball, hockey, judo, bad-

wet

cese AFHUATEE? 5?0128

MOHRI BHANOKHERI

T SR.SEC.SCHOOL

AMBALA-29 SCKOOL CODE 44104

_ Different disciplines have been allotted to the selected govemment schools.

minton, boxing, cricket,
weightlifting and wrestling
have been selected. Of
these selected disciplines,
one to two disciplines have
been allotted to the selected
Model Sanskriti and PM
Shri  Senior Secondary
Schools. One school in each
district has been selected
under this initiative.

lWﬁatarethefaeil_iﬁosto

 be provided to the schools?

An official in the Educa-
_ tion Department said that
govermnentwsehm}svhav-
ing ample unused spaces
were recommended and

they were selected for dif-
ferent disciplines under
the initiative by the
department. Multipurpose
halls will be constructed
for allotted games, and
funds for the construction
of multipurpose halls and
equipment will be provid-
ed after the approval of the
Financial Department.

As per the notification,
multipurpose halls are
required in 15 schools for
various allotted games like
table tennis, wrestling,
badminton, - boxing,
kabaddi,, - Aftightlifting
and volleyball.

# What do the Education
Department officials say
about the initiative?

The Education Department
officials believe that the ini-
tiative will give a boost to stu-
dents’ confidence and also
attract ~more  students
towards government
schools, Ambala District
Education Officer. Sudhir
Kalra said at Ambala Gov-
ernment Model Senior Sec-
ondary = School, Mohri
Bhanokheri, had been desig-
nated for badminton and
table tennis, forwhich a mul-
tipurpose hall would be con-
structed. This initiative will

significantly enhance sports ;
infrastructure and provide
quality training opportuni-
ties to the students. Similar-
ly, Kurukshetra DEO Vinod
Kaushik said that PM Shri
GSSS Umri has been select-
ed for wrestling and box-
ing, for which a multipur-
pose hall would be
constructed. The initiative
would not only help the
students in excelling in
sports, but it would also
attract more students
towards the government
school from nearby areas
and it would also improve
the student strength. -
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Ministry of Defence

State-Level National School Band Competition
successfully concludes as part of Republic Day
Celebrations 2026

ufaf® fafd: 05 JAN 2026 12:49PM by PIB Delhi

In order to evoke a feeling of oneness, belonging and pride in children, towards their school and country,
the National School Band Competition 2025-26, organised as part of Republic Day Celebrations (RDC)
2026, got successfully completed at the state level and witnessed enthusiastic participation from across
the nation.

The Competition consists of three levels [State Level, Zonal Level, & National Level (final)] in four
categories (Boys Brass Band, Girls Brass Band, Boys Pipe Band and Girls Pipe Band). The guidelines
for the National School Band Competition 2025-26 were issued by Ministry of Education in October
2025.

A total of 824 school band teams from 33 States/UTs got registered at State Level out, of which 763
teams comprising of 18,013 children participated. 94 teams have been shortlisted for the Zonal level
competition. The four winner band groups from each Zone (Eastern, Western, Northern & Southern
Zone) i.e. total 16 finalist band teams will compete in the grand finale of the Competition to be held in
New Delhi on January 24, 2026. Their performances will be evaluated by the Jury appointed by Ministry
of Defence including members from each wing of the Defence Forces (Army, Navy and Air Force).

From RDC 2023 onwards, the National School Band Competition is being jointly conducted by Ministry
of Defence and Ministry of Education. The rhythm of a band rouses passion, courage and action in
children and adults alike. This helps to rejuvenate and rekindle the spirit of patriotism and unity amongst
children in schools throughout the country and motivate them on the path of holistic education. Last year
during the RDC-2025, 709 school band teams were registered for the Competition at State Level out of
which 568 teams (13,999 children) had participated.
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+/ Teachers: The unsung sculptors shaping our society

SAKSHI
SETHI

| ZND OPINION
. THE PIONEER
As the New Year tiptoes in with its ritualistic optimism, glit-
‘ tering resolutions and recycled affirmations about growth
\ and transformation, it is an opportune moment to
\ acknowledge a profession that has been transforming
| societylong before hashtags made it fashionable. Teachers
are, after all, the sculptors of society — though not the
| romanticised kind chiselling masterpieces in sunlit studios.
Their workshop is a crowded classroom, their tools are
patience and persistence, and their raw material is a volatile
mix of curiosity, confusion, defiance, brilliance and inher-
ited prejudice. They are expected to mould the future while
| standing knee-deepin systemic contradictions, armed with
| idealism but short on institutional backing.

It is universally agreed, at least in theory, that teachers

shape the destiny of nations. This belief is proclaimed in
speeches, policy documents and ceremonial celebrations.
Yet, once the applause fades, the same society turns con-
veniently forgetful. Teachers are instructed to inspire inno-
vation but discouraged from questioning outdated curric-
ula. They are urged to cultivate critical

classrooms; reforms are announced without groundwork,
and implementation gaps are treated as minor inconve-
niences. Teachers are expected to adapt overnight,
smiling through workshops steeped in jargon and
detached optimism. If the sculpture cracks, the sculptor
is blamed - never the flawed marble or unsta-

thinking but warned against unsettling . ble pedestal.
established narratives. They are told to per- abg onegey et teachers persist with a stubborn com-
sonalise learning while being handed over- mitment. They arrive each day carrying not just

crowded classrooms and rigid timelines.
Apparently, sculpting excellence is easy - as
long as it fits neatly into predefined moulds.

Modern teachers are also expected to be marvels of mul-
titasking efficiency. They must alternate between educa-
tor, counsellor, administrator, technologist, motivator, eval-
uator and, occasionally, crisis manager. They are expect-

-ed to nurture emotional intelligence while navigating their

own burnout in silence. When a child falters, teaching
methods are interrogated. When a child excels, credit is
distributed among parenting styles, private tutoring and
inspirational influencers. Teachers, it seems, are valued as
background characters in success stories and foreground
suspects in narratives of failure.

Accountability flows generously in one direction.
Teachers are observed, assessed, retrained and audited with
admirable regularity. Meanwhile, systemic inefficiencies

enjoy immunity from scrutiny. Policies are drafted far from

29

lesson plans, but hope. They notice the silent

child shrinking into invisibility, the restless
mind seeking purpose, the confident voice masking inse-
curity. They teach beyond academic content; they model
resilience and quietly challenge inherited biases. In an age
obsessed with instant gratification, teachers practise the
radical act of patience.

As society enters another year of promises, it is time to
reassess how we treat those entrusted with our collective
future. Respect cannot remain performative and expecta-
tions cannot remain unrealistic. Teachers donot seek saint-
hood or sympathy; they seek trust, autonomy and systems
that enable meaningful education. Ultimately, the quality
ofa society can often be traced back to its classrooms. When
classrooms thrive, communities flourish, and nations inherit
a deeper, lasting resilience for generations ahead.

( The writer is an educator and a counsellor )
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NCERT set to receive Deemed-to-be-University status from UGC

The Council would be empowered to expand its internal research initiatives and operate as a comprehensive
research university

TNN | Posted January 06, 2026 02:05 PM

The Ministry of Education (MoE) is all set to announce the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) as a deemed-to-be-university. Once the NCERT is accorded the status, it will be able to confer its own
academic degrees, greatly expanding its role beyond its traditional focus on school education.

As reported by news agency ANI, the NCERT is expected to continue receiving most of its funding from the
Department of School Education and Literacy within the Ministry of Education. It indicates that, despite its broader
academic mandate, NCERT’s growth will remain closely tied to the school education system rather than being fully
integrated into the higher education administrative structure.

A senior official from Ministry of Education (MoE) informed that all preliminary work for the approval has been
completed, and the final decision now rests with the University Grants Commission (UGC), which is scheduled to hold
a meeting on the matter. A source noted that once the meeting takes place, an announcement is likely before the
month concludes.

Earlier in 2023, Dharmendra Pradhan, Union Minister, Education had announced the government’s plan to upgrade
NCERT into a deemed university, highlighting that its transformation into a research-focused institution would promote
international collaboration and strengthen its role in the global education sector.

NCERT, an autonomous body under the MoE, is key to enhancing school education through curriculum design,

textbook development, educational research, and teacher training. With the new status, NCERT would be empowered
to expand its internal research initiatives and operate as a comprehensive research university.
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psycho-social. .-
CO T
boardaspirants
NEW DELHI, JANUARY6 ;
The Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) on
Tuesday launched the first
phase of its annual free psy-
cho-social counselling serv-
ice to help students of Classes
X and XII cope with examina-
tion stress and anxiety.

The initiative, which will
continue till June 1, will pro-
mote emotional well-being
and enable students to deal
with any stress related to
examinations, scheduled to
begin on February 17. ~

The CBSE has launched a
24x7 interactive voice record-
ing system to provide practi-
cal guidance on stress-free
preparation, effective - time
and stress management and
responses to frequently
asked questions. :

Students and parents can
alsojnteractwithapanel of 73
trained professionals. — TNS

——
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India’s academic openness under strain

' he recent denial of
entry to noted Hindi
scholar Francesca

: Orsini from the UK.,
despite holding a valid visa, has
brought to light the need for a

* more balanced and thoughtful
approach to understanding and
assessing the role of critical
academic engagement, and to
recognising the broader value of

s scholarly exchange both within
and beyond India.

It seems that a rather difficult

¥ situation is emerging for
international scholars who have
critically engaged with Indian
society, politics, or history.
Entering on a tourist visa and

» participating in academic events
can expose them to procedural
complications related to visa

# regulations, while applying for an
academic visa may itself become
challenging in light of their critical
scholarly work.

- The long-term consequence of
this paradox is clear: independent
and critical voices from abroad
will gradually be silenced,
rendered rare, and eventually
made invisible in India’s academic
landscape. This situation raises a
fundamental question about the
spirit of inclusiveness in Indian
academia. Universities and
research institutions have
historically thrived on exchange,
critique, and intellectual diversity.
The presence of global scholars —
sometimes sharply critical,
sometimes sympathetic — has
enriched debates, introduced new
frameworks, and helped Indian
academics situate their work in
global conversations.

sign of vitality

In a democracy, criticism is not a

threat; it is a sign of vitality. From -

anthropologists studying caste to
historians revisiting colonial
legacies and economists
questioning policy orthodoxy,
these critical engagements in-
Indian academia have helped
refine national self-understanding.
India’s reputation as a vibrant
democracy has never been
-undermined by such scholarship.

T.T. Sreekumar

is a professor and
writer based in
Hyderabad. Views
are personal.

India, which has
always projected
itself as a
civilisation

' rooted in

dialogue,
samvad, must
not turn its back

_on this tradition

On the contrary, it has been
strengthened by the openness
with which these voices were
received and debated. It is
important to recall that no
government in India has ever
fallen because of academic
criticism. Universities and
research programmes across the
country have long demonstrated
maturity in accommodating a
spectrum of ideas, including those
critical of state policies. Research
funding agencies such as the UGC,
ICSSR, ICHR, and DST have
historically supported projects
examining sensitive social and
political questions without
censorship or hostility.

Intellectual loss

The danger today is not only
administrative. When
international scholars with a
critical perspective grow hesitant
to apply for visas, when Indian
researchers hesitate to engage
with interrogative frameworks,
and when conferences avoid
certain topics to ensure
permissions, academic life itself
becomes impoverished. The loss is
not merely institutional but
intellectual and moral. Nations
that have prized only conformity
have rarely advanced in the long
run, either in knowledge or in
innovation. India, which has
always projected itself as a
civilisation rooted in dialogue,
samvad, must not turn its back o
this tradition. :

* Furthermore, academic
collaboration today operates in a
deeply interconnected global
environment. Research in areas
such as digital culture, climate
change, migration, artificial
intelligence, and postcolonial
theory cannot be meaningfully
pursued in isolation. When certain
scholars are denied access, entire
research networks fragment.
Students lose opportunities to
interact with international peers;
projects lose comparative depth;
and the overall quality of

_scholarship declines. The effect is

cumulative, slow but lasting.
Inclusiveniess in academia, hence,
e

o

is not simply a matter of
hospitality but of democratic
responsibility. -

Shape global view
The work of sociologists, :
historians, and anthropologists,
both Indian and foreign, has
shaped global understanding of
caste, gender, religion, and
modernity. These studies have
sometimes been uncomfortable
for those in power but have
helped India appear as an
intellectually vibrant society
fearless of bureaucratic scrutiny.
This pluralism is a hallmark of
democracy, and it has always
coexisted with patriotic
commitment.

If it begins to appear that India
is using visa restrictions as a
means of selective control over
academic engagement, the ,
message sent to the world will be
unfortunate: that India no longer
welcomes the exchange of ideas
unless they conform to official
narratives. Over time, the space
for independent thought would
shrink, and universities would risk
becoming echo chambers. What
India needs instead is a renewed
commitment to academic
openness, a framework that
differentiates between political
subversion and intellectual

dissent, that trusts scholars to

engage in debate without ulterior
motives, and that recognises the
long-term benefits of a plural
academic environment.

It is not that there are no
initiatives to promote international
academic collaboration; the Global
Initiative of Academic Networks
(GIAN) is a notable example of
such efforts. However, for
initiatives like GIAN to be truly
meaningful, they must also create
space for critical scholars to - -
engage freely and thoughtfully
with Indian academia, enriching
dialogue through diverse and
independent perspectives.

An inclusive and confident
academic culture is the best
reflection of a mature democracy,
one that listens, argues, and
learns.
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Jharkhand minister Sudivya
Kumar on Wednesday inau-
gurated a two-day con-
clave which aims to delib-
erate on the challenges in
imparting multilingual edu-
cation to schoolchildren in
line with the provisions of
the National Education
Policy, an official said.

Addressing the National
Multilingual Education
Conclave, the state higher
and technical education
minister Sudivya Kumar
asserted the initiative
would play a significant
role in strengthening
primary education.

“This conclave is a strong
and meaningful initiative
for primary education.

_ Iharkhand is a beautiful
gem of this pluralistic
country where an old
proverb holds true — water
changes every mile and
language every ten
miles,” he said.

He said the state has five
major tribal languages and
four regional languages,
adding that it was not pos-
sible to bind the state’s 24
districts through a single
language. “When we talk
about weaving together
these linguistic flowers,

Need to include tribal, regional fanguages
primary education: Jh

oL M
Jharkhand minister Sudivya Kumar

there should be at least
nine flowers to represent
Jharkhand,” the Sudivya
Kumar said.

Kumar said the
Jharkhand Education
Project Council (JEPC),
through the Promotion of
Appropriate Language and
Academic Skills for Holistic
Education (PALASH) multi-
lingual education project,
has introduced five tribal
languages —Kurukh,
Santhali, Mundari, Ho and
Kharia — in primary educa-
tion, but only in eight dis-
tricts so far.

He said the State’s four
regional languages —
Khortha, Nagpuri,
Panchpargania and
Kurmali — also need to be
included under the PALASH

] |
initiative to ensure their
conservation and teaching
at the primary level.

“I will request chief
Minister Hemant Soren to
ensure the inclusion of
these four regional lan-
guages, because without
this, the vision of a devel-
oped |harkhand remains
incomplete. Efforts in this
direction should also be
taken,” Kumar said.

He added that “if we
can’t make education holis-
tic, simple, and practical at
the foundational level, then
it will only superficially
produce individuals who
copy calligraphy from the
blackboard, but it will not
build citizens who have
their own knowledge and
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Ministry of Defence

AZadl Ka
Amrit Mahotsav

Republic Day Celebrations 2026: Veer Gatha 5.0 witnesses record
participation of 1.92 crore students

Over 28,000 students from 91 CBSE-affiliated schools across 18 countries take part
for the first time

100 Super-Winners selected at national level; To withess the parade at Kartavya
Path as Special Guests

Posted On: 08 JAN 2026 3:51PM by PIB Delhi

Project Veer Gatha 5.0, a joint initiative by the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of Education as part of Republic Day celebrations, has
received an overwhelming response. This year, approx. 1.92 crore students from around 1.90 lakh schools participated in the project,
marking the highest-ever participation since the inception in 2021. One hundred (100) winners have been selected at the national level: 25
from the Preparatory Stage (Grades 3-5), 25 from the Middle Stage (Grades 6-8), and 50 from the Secondary Stage (Equal representation
from Grades 9-10 and 11-12). The list of Super-100 winners is given below:

(Veer Gatha 5.0 - Super-100 winners)

Launched on September 08, 2025, Veer Gatha 5.0 introduced innovative features to enhance student engagement. For the first time, the
initiative incorporated short-video formats such as videography, anchoring, reporting and storytelling, encouraging students to create content
centred on Samarik Parampara - India’s rich military traditions, strategies, campaigns and heroic legacies.

Students were also encouraged to explore the indomitable spirit and military strategies of great Indian warriors, including King Kharavela of
Kalinga, Prithviraj Chauhan, Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, the warriors of 1857, and leaders of Tribal Uprisings, among others. This diverse
array of topics not only enhanced the quality of the entries, but also deepened participants' understanding of India’s historical and cultural

legacy.

In a noteworthy expansion, CBSE-affiliated schools abroad joined the initiative for the first time. As many as 28,005 students from 91
schools across 18 countries submitted their entries, marking an important milestone in taking India’s stories of valour and national pride to a
global audience, further strengthening the international reach of the initiative.

The project involved schools conducting activities at the local level, nationwide interaction programmes by Gallantry awardees (both offline
and online), and the submission of top entries via MyGov portal. The school-level activities concluded on November 10, 2025. Following
evaluations at the State and District levels, nearly 4,020 entries were submitted for national-level evaluation, where top 100 entries were
selected as SUPER-100 winners. These winners will be felicitated jointly by the Ministry of Defence and Ministry of Education in New
Delhi. Each winner will receive a cash prize of Rs 10,000 and the opportunity to witness the Republic Day Parade 2026 at Kartavya Path as
special guests.

In addition to the 100 national-level winners, eight winners at the State/UT level (two from each category) and four winners at the district
level (one from each category) will be selected and honoured by State/UT/District authorities.

Project Veer Gatha was initiated in 2021 as part of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav to mark India’s 75" year of Independence. The initiative
aims to celebrate the courage of Gallantry awardees by showcasing their heroic deeds and life journeys, while nurturing a sense of patriotism
and civic responsibility among students. From Edition 1 through Edition 5, the project has evolved into an inspiring movement, steadily
expanding its reach across the nation as well as to Indian schools overseas.

Since its launch, Project Veer Gatha has witnessed impressive growth. The first two editions each recognised 25 national winners, with
participation from nearly 08 lakh students in Edition 1 and about 19 lakh in Edition 2. Edition 3 marked a significant achievement, selecting
100 national winners and engaging 1.36 crore students, a figure that rose to 1.76 crore in Veer Gatha 4.0.
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No backbenchers lighter schoolbags :Kerala schools will change from next session

ShajuPhilip
‘Thiruvananthapuram, Jan 8

KERALAS EDUCATION De-
partment has decided to do
away with the row-based layout
of classroomsto abolish the con-
 cept of backbenchers from the
next academic year. It has also

decided to take measurestore-
duce the weight of! schoolbags.
Education MinisterV Sivan- -

y kuttyonThursday%aJdmestate
‘ Cumculum Steeripg Commit-

tee has ratified the draft report

_of the State Council of Educa-
_tional Resea:ch and Tramjng
(SCERT), which looked into in-

troducing the two changes.
“We want to make the
schools more child-friendly and

democratic. Accordingly, there

is a recommendation to reduce.
the weight of the schoolbags.

There will be steps to scientifi-
callyreduce theweight after fac-
toring in the physical fitness of
the students. Besides, back

benches in classrooms will be
abo[lshed to ensure that all stu-
~ dents getequal attention and
there is a democratic academic
atmosphere in the plasses. Ac-
cordingly, seating arrangements
in classrooms will undergo
changes,” Si_vankutty said.

The minister said both rec-
ommenda ons will be imple-
mented from the next aca-
demic year, starting June 2026.
The draft recommendations of
SCERT will be made public to

enable all stakeholders to air
their opinions, which will be
taken into conmderation, he
said.

Early this academic year,
certain schools in Kerala had
decidedto go for a “horseshoe”
seating arrangement in class-

A few schools in Kannur,
Thrissur and Kollam districts
haveintroduced the horseshoe,
orsemi-circle, seating arrange-
ment in which students are

37

seated in the perimeter ofthe
classroom, facing each other.
The teacher is also able to have
a face-to-face interaction with
all students who happen to sit
in such a layout with the

teacher moving in the middle
of the room.

The new seating arrange-
ment in some of the schools
was inspired by a2024 Malaya-
lam film, Sthanarthi Sreekut-
tan.

The film, directed by Vinesh

il R

Viswanathan, tells the story of
a backbencher, Sreekuttan,
who revolts against the tradi-
tional classroom arrangement.
In the climax of the movie, the
row seating in the classroom is
replaced with a U-shaped ar-
rangement.

The RCC Lower Primary
School at East Mangad in Thris-
sur district was one of the first
schools in Kerala to introduce
the new seating arrangement
in classrooms.

Headmistress Liji C R had
said a few months ago, “From |
the outsetofl‘he acgdemicyem
there have been informal dis- \
cussions about improving the
learning standards of students.
Someoftheteachersthenmen- |
tioned the film and recalled '
their own experience as back-
benchers. Weﬁ%g t about
abolishing the kbench sys-
tem, st ingw,?, class 1. Ac
cordi . seats arrangec
in the U-shape.”
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Shri Dharmendra Pradhan chairs meeting on
Samagra Shiksha 3.0 - 'Reimagining Samagra
Shiksha' in New Delhi

Schools must be entrusted to society - Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan

Union Education Minister calls for a nationwide, unified plan to
drive Samagra Shiksha 2026-27

Consultations to shape a clear roadmap to strengthen school
education and reimagine Samagra Shiksha in line with the
vision of Viksit Bharat

ufaf® fafd: 09 JAN 2026 5:12PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, chaired a day-long consultation meeting with
the stakeholders on Samagra Shiksha 3.0, titled 'Reimagining Samagra Shiksha', at Sushma Swaraj
Bhawan, Pravasi Bharatiya Kendra, New Delhi, today.

The meeting aimed to develop a strategic, consultative, and implementable roadmap for Samagra
Shiksha 3.0 through collaborative deliberations with States, UTs, and sectoral stakeholders. The
discussions focused on emerging challenges, best practices, and priority interventions required to
strengthen governance, infrastructure, teacher training, and student entitlements in the next phase of the
scheme.
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The meeting was attended by Shri Jayant Chaudhary, Minister of State (Independent Charge) for Skill
Development & Entrepreneurship and Education; Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, School Education and
Literacy; Dr. Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Higher Education; Additional and Joint Secretaries of the Ministry;
State Education Secretaries and State Project Directors (SPDs) of Samagra Shiksha from 11 States and
Union Territories; representatives from various Ministries and eminent experts from the education sector.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pradhan said that Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi has outlined a
vision of Viksit Bharat by 2047, which can be realised only when every child in India has access to
quality education and the country achieves 100 per cent enrolment up to Class XII. He emphasised that
bridging learning gaps, reducing dropouts, improving learning and nutrition outcomes, strengthening
teacher capacity, fostering critical skills, and moving the ‘Amrit Peedhi’ beyond the Macaulay mindset
are collective responsibilities for building a strong human capital base.

The Union Education Minister added that the collaborative deliberations and pioneering ideas shared at
the forum would help chart a clear roadmap for strengthening the school education ecosystem and
reimagining Samagra Shiksha to make it outcome-oriented, globally competitive, rooted in Bharatiyata,
and responsive to the diverse needs of students. Shri Pradhan stressed that to promote the holistic
development of students and expand access to knowledge through the meaningful integration of
technology, it is essential to once again entrust schools to society.

Referring to the next phase of Samagra Shiksha, Shri Pradhan said that five years after the
implementation of NEP 2020, we are entering a new phase of educational reform aligned with national
development goals. He urged all stakeholders to come together to prepare a robust and holistic annual
plan for the academic year 202627 and take it forward as a nationwide movement, noting that the
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convergence of ideas will strengthen collective capacity. Shri Pradhan also appreciated the enthusiastic
participation and valuable suggestions of academic experts, senior officials from sectoral Ministries and
representatives from the 11 participating States and Union Territories.

While addressing, Shri Jayant Chaudhary said that the schemes are most successful when they are
prepared through a bottom-up approach, grounded in the realities of schools and States. He further said
that Samagra Shiksha 3.0 represents this spirit as the larger, operational expression of the National
Education Policy where schools act as agents of change. By embedding skilling, vocational pathways,
digital learning and inclusion within a multidisciplinary education framework, Samagra Shiksha moves
beyond reform to prepare students for work, life and a rapidly changing economy, he added.

While addressing the gathering, Sanjay Kumar underscored the need to improve learning outcomes,as
one of the primary driver of school education,among students, emphasized the importance of age-
appropriate learning, and highlighted the need for curriculum equivalence across different state boards.
He also stressed the importance of leveraging technology, particularly Artificial Intelligence, by
interweaving it into the curriculum and integrating it as a key component of Samagra Shiksha.

A detailed presentation was made by Shri Dheeraj Sahu , Addl. Secretary, School Education & Literacy
on the occasion. It highlighted significant progress under Samagra Shiksha and NEP 2020, while
outlining a framework and milestones for the coming years. Key focus areas mentioned were access,
equity, quality, teacher capacity building, digital education, and outcome-based learning, among others.
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Samagra Shiksha is an integrated, centrally sponsored scheme for school education that marks a
paradigm shift by adopting a holistic approach to school education, covering the entire continuum from
pre-primary to senior secondary level without segmentation.

“gH Wdl &I A B AleHT g

IS & Hif 2020' & foharag & Urd I8 & IuRid, a¥ 2026-27 H §H T
fR1&T & TH U URSY o1 3R 9¢ I8 & | 3111 gHR A TIpRd HRA & 3y
R8T TaRIT 3R HHT I dUR HRAT T4 Fat AT ] 1.... pic.twitter.com/IMby81t
02S

— Dharmendra Pradhan (@dpradhanbjp) January 9, 2026

Together with Shri @jayantrld ji co-chaired the Consultation Meeting for re-
imagining Samagra Shiksha.

Appreciate the enthusiastic participation and valuable suggestions of academic
experts, senior officials of sectoral Ministries, @EduMinOfindia and from the 11
participating... pic.twitter.com/EOCMSE3SIijK

— Dharmendra Pradhan (@dpradhanbjp) January 9, 2026
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1/15/26, 8:50 AM Lighter school bags, classrooms without ‘backbenchers’: Kerala’s new lesson plan - The Hindu

Lighter school bags, classrooms
without ‘backbenchers’: Kerala’s
new lesson plan

A draft report proposing a reduction in weight of school bags and creating
classrooms without 'backbenchers’' has been approved by State Curriculum
Steering Committee, General Education Minister V. Sivankutty has said

Updated - January 09,2026 10:29 am IST - Thiruvananthapuram

PTI

R et SRR e
S .

The aim behind the proposals is to ensure happiness of children by reducing the weight of the bags they carry to
school and to create a learning environment without ‘backbenchers’ as part of “democratisation” of classrooms.
(fileimage for representation) | Photo Credit: RAGU R
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Students trudging to school burdened with a heavy backpack and the presence of
‘backbenchers’, often associated with children who don't engage in studies, were accepted
scenarios in the education sector, but maybe not for long in Kerala.

A draft report proposing a reduction in weight of school bags and creating classrooms
without 'backbenchers' has been approved by the State Curriculum Steering Committee,
General Education Minister V. Sivankutty has said in a statement.

According to him, the aim behind the proposals is to ensure happiness of children by
reducing the weight of the bags they carry to school and to create a learning environment
without 'backbenchers' as part of "democratisation” of classrooms.

The minister further said that the State Council of Educational Research and Training
(SCERT) was tasked to study these proposals in detail and the draft report prepared by it
has been approved by the committee.

Mr. Sivankutty, in the statement, said it has been decided to invite public comments on
the draft report to ensure the participation of the entire society in the education process.

For this, the report will be made available on the SCERT website and teachers, parents,
students and the general public can submit their comments and suggestions on the issue
till January 20, he said.

He further said that the Department of General Education aims to implement these
changes in schools in the coming academic year, taking into account the suggestions
received from the public.

“These changes will help make our schools more child-friendly and democratic”, the
Minister said.

Published - January 09,2026 10:28 am IST

In Case You Missed It
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-quality. educatmn\needs trust

between state and institutions

e DHAWAN AND
PRAMATH RAJSINHA

HE NATIONAL Education Pol-
icy isactively informing the big
moves in Indian higher educa-
tion. The regulatory landscape
isevolving, degree pathways are
becomingmoreflexible, and institutions are
more willing to rethink curriculum, peda-
gogy, and assessmentstomovetowards hol-
isticand multidisciplinary education.

This policy-led momentum matters.
China’s experience shows that consistent
state attention to higher education can ef-
fectively manage quality and scale over
time. India’s environment is different, but
the lesson is relevant. When there is clear
policydirection and sustained state support,
institutions execute better, and public con-
fidence grows. As the home of the world’s
largest young population, India finds this
moment especially significant. How effec-
tivelyour highereducation prepares young
people for learning, work, and leadership
will shape our social and economic growth.

Threeshiftsstoodout overthepastyear.

First, the state moved decisivelyto insti-
tutionalise the research ecosystem. The
Anusandhan National Research Foundation
(ANRF) and the Rs 1-lakh-crore Research,
Developmentand Innovation(RDI) Scheme
represent a powerful dual track: The ANRF

" nurtureslong-termscientificinquiryandin-

dustry-academia collaboration, while the
RDISchemeemphasises private-sector par-
ticipation in market-ready innovation.

Second, Indian higher education insti-
tutions (HEISs) themselves pushed forward
oninnovation. Several IMs announced new
undergraduate programmes, and colleges
began incorporating well-being, life skills
and apprenticeships into their curricula,
recognising that student success and satis-
faction extend beyond academic perform-
ance, Buildinginstitutional capabilityis cen-
tral. At Ashoka University, we launched two
new schools this year — the Havells School
ofManagement and Leadershipand the As-
hoka School of Advanced Computing —to
take our next big steps in interdisciplinary
research and applications.

. Followingthe NEP, universitieshavealso

started moving toward graduating their first
four-year undergraduate cohorts, though
the three-year path remains an option. The
Bachelor’s with Honours in Research is an
important addition, providing the focusand
depth required for global competitiveness.
These efforts reflect in global mettics: 54 1n-
dian universities featured in the QS World
University Rankings 2026, up fromjust 11in
2015and 46in 2025. Indiais now the fourth-
most represented country and the fastest-
rising G20 nation in theserankings, indicat-
ing progress in research output, faculty
strength, and international engagement.
Third, the landscape of global mobility
is changing fast. While over 1.25 million In-

"dian students study abroad (MEA), tighter

visa regimes and geopolitical con-
ditions are necessitating high-

While promoting excellence

Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025. This
is a welcome step in response to the frag-
mentation and overlapping mandates of the
current system. By proposing a single apex
structure with independent councils for

regulation, standards, and accreditation, the

Bill prov1des the integrated oversight

required for holistic and multidisciplinary

educational experiences.
Indiaisbeyond the eraof narrowspecial-

. isations. There wasatime when siloed insti-

tutions served specific national priorities,
such as engineering-focused institutes or
standaloneteachereducation colleges. That
phase played an important role and should
not be loosely dismissed. However, the
needs of today’s talent and economy de-
mand broadersetups. Technology, manage-
ment, science, and liberal education insti-
tutions need space to interact across
boundaries; regulatory consolidation and
benchmarkingof standards willenable that
coordination. With privateinstitutions serv-
ing two-thirds of the student population, a

strong, unifiedsystem foraccreditationand

public disclosure is necessary to signal
quality to both students and parents.
Second is the increasing integration of
artificial intelligence into how students
learn, howteachersdesign classrooms, and
how institutions manage their resources
and administration. India’s unique diver-
sityof learner types, institutional histories,
and learning models (formal, in-
- formaland alternative) positions

quality g?m&;tic alternatives. In- inscienceis keyto it totlead the global A;lis:[f::urse on
creasingly, we are witnessing sidiss : context-sensitive Al. This is not
higher educationglobalise inboth pathpre-akmg mnov?tlon’ just about adopting technology; it
directions: Foreign universities are significant gaps isabout definingits application in
enteringIndia, and Indianinstitu- exposure remain. Science alocalised, high-impact way.
Lioan.?t::\rr:e e‘;cpm;djng overs“gflsﬁk ; education needsto i 'I‘he'lal{n}:h of the; Minifstry clnf
pmederckpmenauilliely  pecomemorehandson | BCHSETISCle
The first, undoubtedly, is regu- and expeggltlal health, agriculture, and sustain-

latory change through the Viksit

f able cities, is timely. By hosting

these centres at premier institutions, the
stateis creating a structured way to explore
best practicesand address specific future
needs for Indiaand the world.

The third isa stronger focus on science
education. While promoting excellence in
scienceis key to pathbreaking innovation,
significant gaps in exposure remain.
Science education needs to become more
hands-on and experiential. Utilising cam-
pus makerspaces, improving institutional
engagement with start-ups and industry
for skilling and practice, and ensuringthat
tools and resources are accessible and ro-
bust are how we will cultivate the high-cal-
ibre talent pool required for a competitive
deep-tech ecosystem.

Indiais makingsignificantstridesin mas-
sifying education. Meeting the goal ofa 50
per cent gross enrolment ratio by 2035 will
require sustained prioritisation of higher
education as national infrastructure, aswell
asthe encouragement of new thinking,

India has a massive chance toleverage
itsexpandingdigitalandinternetlandscape
toscale imparting learning. By integrating
technology and digital delivery modelsinto
institutional frameworks, we can move
beyond the constraintsof physical capacity
toreach everyaspiring student.

Atthesame time, atrue love forlearning
and high academicstandardswillcontinue
todefine quality education. ForaViksit Bha-
rat, high-quality education will produce
high-quality talent. That requires imple-
mentation from all sides, trust between the
state and institutions (public and private),
andarelentless commitment toexcellence.

The direction is set. Momentum is
building. The task ahead is to keep ad-
vancing, for India and for India’s place in
the world.

The writers are founders of Ashoka
University. Views are personal
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Sambavi Parthasarathy
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

Ithough students from Ta-
mil Nadu remain the lead-
ing recipients of educa-
tional loans across India, there has
been a significant decline in the
number of active loans they hold.
Given that this student group has
been the most active borrower in
the country in the last decade, this

active educational loan accounts
in lakh across India between FY16
and FY2S. The number decreased
from 27.4 lakh accounts to about
20.11lakh in the period. The fall can
be mostly attributed to the fall in
Tamil Nadu’s numbers.

Chart 1B shows the number of
active educational loan accounts
in lakh in Tamil Nadu between
FY16 and FY25. The number dras-
tically reduced from 9.1 lakh ac-
counts to 3.1 lakh in the period. It
is important to note that these are
active loan accounts and so they
do not include those which were
completely repaid or written off.

The decline shown in Chart 1A is
primarily driven by the sharp con-
traction shown in Chart 2B. This is
due to the fact that students from
Tamil Nadu initially accounted for
a disproportionately large share of
education loans nationwide; con-
sequently, even after a significant
reduction, their borrowing vol-

Chart 1D shows Tamil Nadu's
share in active educational loans
over the years. Between FY16 and
FY20, about 30-35% of India’s edu-
cational Joans were garnered by
students in Tamil Nadu. Notably,
in this period, only Kerala came
close with students in the State
forming about £2% of dhe owstand

riod, followed by Maharashtra and
Karnataka, each at about 8%, Even

Active‘ edzlcatio

o

nal loan accounts in

The number reduced from over 9 lakh in FY16 to about 3 lakh in FY25

after the decline, Tamil Nadu’s stu-
dents formed 15% of India’s out-
standing education loans in FY25,
the highest share for any State.
Notably, when borrowing by Ta-
mil Nadu students is excluded
from the national total, the num-
ber of active loan accounts in India
remains remarkably stable. Chart
1C illustrates this trend between
FY16 and FY25. It shows that, bar-
ring a temporary dip during the
pandemic years, loan volumes

across the rest of the country have

held steady rather than declined.

Notably, the decline in active

Joan accounts in Tamil Nadu is not
only because of the pandemic,
with numbers trending downward
consistently since FY16. This raises
a critical question: is this sustained
decline a result of sharply reduced
accessibility within the State, or is
it a market correction — a return to

the ‘expected volume’ after an era |

of arguably inflated figures driven
by overly liberal lending policies?

While the number of active loan
accounts may have decreased, the
amount of outstanding loans has
increased. This essentially means
that while the number of loan tak-
ers reduced, the loan taken per
borrower has increased.

Chart 2A shows the amount of
outstanding educational loans in
crore between FY16 and FY25. The
amount increased from around
355,000 crore to over %1,15,500
crore. Consequently, the loan dis-
bursed per account increased
from about ¥3 lakh to %6 lakh in
the period as shown in 2B. Data for
Charts 2A and 2B do not include
Tamil Nadu’s figure, given the ra-
pid decline in Joan takers.

A report published in Decem-
ber last year by a parliamentary
standing committee argued that
these figures collectively suggested
a decline in accessibility of educa-
tonal loans over time despite ris-
ing educational costs. It also re-
commended efforts to ensure

| access to educational loans to the
ing educational loans in the pe- |

maximum number of students in
the country, and to accord priority
10 families Below Poverty Line.

TN decline drastically |

Less accounts, more amounts

The data for the charts were sourced from a Right to Information reply filed by The Hindu with the Reserve Bank of India

Chart 1a: Number'of active
educational loan accounts across
India between FY16 and FY25
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Chart 1b: Number of active
educational loan accounts in Tamil
Nadu between FY16 and FY25

(Figures in lakh)
25

151 91 31
—— 62 gt

0.

201516 202021 2024-25

' Chart 1c:Active educational loan

accounts across India excluding
Tamil Nadu between FY16 and FY25
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Between FY16 and FY20, about 152
30-35% of India’s educational
loans were gamered by
students in Tamil Nadu

Chart 2a; Amount of outstanding educational loans between
FY16 and FY25. The chart does not include Tamil Nadu's figure,

given the rapid decline in loan takers
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loan account between FY16 and FY25. Data for the chart do not
include Tamil Nadu’s figure
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

NCERT launches four-day Al learning programme
for mathematics: Here is all you need to know

TOI Education | Jan 12, 2026, 10.56 AM IST

The National Council of Educational Research and Training

pr. B - l-T:' ..H'.
— -~ @ frEacaton . (NCERT) has announced a four-day interactive online programme
- 2 focused on improving mathematics learning through Artificial
1 * Intelligence (Al). The initiative aims to address gaps in conceptual
i

understanding, help teachers and students identify learning
difficulties, and demonstrate how digital tools can be used more
Enhancing Mathematical effectively in mathematics education. The programme will be
comPEtency through AI conducted from January 12 to January 15, 2026, and will be

accessible nationwide through online and broadcast platforms.

4 days Online Training Program
Date : 12-15 Jonuary, 2028

10:00 AM to 11:00 AM ; — ncert (@ncert)

Programme overview and learning objectives

The programme has been designed to explain how Al-supported tools can be applied in mathematics teaching
and learning at the school level. According to NCERT, the focus will be on understanding how students learn
mathematics, where they commonly make errors, and how these gaps can be addressed systematically.

The sessions will emphasise concept-based learning rather than memorisation, with examples drawn from
classroom situations. NCERT aims to familiarise participants with methods that help track learning outcomes and
support timely academic intervention.
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Schedule, access and eligibility

The programme will be held over four consecutive days, with one session scheduled each day from 10:00 am to
11:00 am IST. Each session will run for one hour. The sessions will be streamed live on NCERT's official YouTube
channel (@NCERTOFFICIAL) and through PM eVidya channels, ensuring access for students and teachers across
regions. Participation is free of cost, and no separate registration process has been announced. Students,
teachers, and others involved in school education can join the sessions directly through the broadcast platforms.

Day-wise coverage and key themes

Each day of the programme will focus on a different part of mathematics learning using Al.

The first session on January 12 will explain how Al tools can be used to identify common mistakes made by
students and track their learning progress. It will show how data can help understand where students are facing
difficulties.

The January 13 session will focus on creating diagnostic assessments to identify learning gaps. It will explain how
these assessments are different from regular tests, as they are designed to find problem areas rather than just
mMeasure scores.

On January 14, the focus will be on creating visual learning material to improve understanding. The session will
discuss how diagrams, models, and other visual tools can help students grasp difficult or abstract concepts.

The final session on January 15 will focus on differentiated learning through digital platforms. It will explain how Al
tools can support students with different learning needs and allow them to learn at their own pace.
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How it helps students and teachers

The initiative is part of NCERT's broader plan to improve mathematics learning and bring more digital tools into
classroom teaching. By introducing Al-based approaches, the council aims to help teachers respond more
effectively to student needs and support personalised learning. To get the most out of the sessions, students are

advised to be present at all four.

NCERT has announced that this digital educational series could be one of the many that are planned as part of its
continuous digital education campaign.

50

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/ncert-launches-four-day-ai-learning-programme-for-mathematics-here-is-all-you-need-to-know/articleshowprint/126474557.cms 3/3



gt
/

13" GTAq ) 2026,
5—53 :(51’2—-074] -lo

U = freprara # fireset o= st & e 3T

% Ifoga-sm o i e e e @ e
T feraeit & wrow € TR w9 &) areft #Y
e g & fopen o fop g e o T A=
AL I T T 3T RS AR H Forrer 7
I B 3 T 1S T e 8 T 8,
i o e fees oA ST 2 T g o i
< foran foh wireaeh gt & o 3 1 vear
e, & HI-CX-9TeT ST 72 fehelel ST
STTE & SR ST TR et o and fehdre
AR AT B, ST 9 e
¥ arfafter = wire @ & | gufee i e
LI IEEE

ey feer=re o fUsel a=) & sifay
R | & o HUTG TSTg Aed %o &t
fop o1 T g - feredt & o v e

| I IS HIOT TE S | E ST A € fob

it = =1 fergmt oh ol R 2 g fer | gt
& o ST, H fare FAR e %
I SaR H Rt @t off = | At
Taee! A A 9 ST U W19k + 96
o it v e fof e feremet =T |
T I % feett o forva g et H wayr
F foru u fereiniet o ar 2@ 71
v 81 T iR 7 Rk are FU e gU g,
e Gleeht Te aTelt i dEr Tt o
el ® | 3at e ge A T
T Al ¥ feEdl €, W ST I SRR
e o e v o | S e g o et
T e 3 ST 2 SR Uh-gE ok
| Tred g 7 fadh fRae See-Jee @
2, e @IS H¥E & | BT U 1 ile 59 a1
i feareradl q s o o for fFa e it

T foreh T € 2 S ok el Wa et ekt

-~ == -~

e diel i gtd 50 351 ool o Hor & Hedl
e feu Se) aret e dich @t wref oft eersT & 31
fth Seeic o el ol JafirD ToT fean 2 |

E i o

WE WS o1 o797 ifrarashi & Rreedr
T I ST H BU AT IeTe- e
® ¥, 3% iR-ver @ & it aliear #1 fire
TR & | G IGTaR Wit 4t 370 &y o1
WEL I

fredt Fo a6 § ¥ § goa w4l
ferereradt =T wogr 1 off Wi @ o R aee 3t
T TG!S TEr & 2 8 s ar s e
TTehT o < farma 1R g SEet 5 v
B2 for freet e ael il e 39 AR i <
HiT TR Wifeed i & | Feey, TS,
Hfewa, i, HifE 71 s dag
S el X et ! YRR &t S, 97~
34, STG-cI= i feharall aht ¥t STerat Hi ot |
U R USTE, A Snfefrfme sefesiy
R Suered et i e e gg A H wd
B1T 3 fearal A Jeh-T o @de
S e | fEg, Seet, i sy et

A, -~

feraral 3 wiar it wera W ge & | & i
T v i T ot sl A T S g v
& I e e = o |

Je U sreelt o & i s ket
e AT e oht € AT A W R 1T H
fafir=T ST e TS 396 HEAT § &
m%lﬁwuﬁgﬁgwmm
AT e T et gt & | 3t qef o fEy
fovaferemer o, @@ ¥ o o6t ¥ #
THIIEh % HeellT I eI ST 3
ST NI e e SR g ATk S
fads 27 wfrere gk 39 Avit it o, F=et
T T WIfe e e § |9 I B
feremadt 3 o | -
| 3 fe At e o e ey ViR o, o7
T ST Jeh A SETR off | ST v
Il €, TEfT, il T 6 S
RESEARE A Riree TR e e R s 2 e

T 2t o 5 RaIeht 3 ST T S5
B W@ ATl AEER wEw o WER
it YreaTaet § s T & 7w fept
Yf¥eret fed aehrienl 2reg i yam g o, wd
3 Wiy ST vt of firer) g @
STTEA- e § 218 ST ol o o T w0
SIS fopaal T A9ieR €, WAE WA ST
T 2 o6 7 gt § afig T A dfers |

Tk T ST R | AR S S O e

ﬂmiﬁl wid oo

3 ARA Y

Fo fEt & Haw wre R s arer 36 ok

Seie ot wwE 7 o7 i Setie N s B

STATEITE <11 o2 & 1 197 Srared] 3 sr@ari

ST S ARG H FRIT o ST S T |
e S SR i ue o e,

- 1 ORI 1 S WIS S G ? BTt ’

TN G U1 5 et s s1q Sieniear |
TG o oI [Seh s o ST AR BT |
TS| TO-FT UHI & 2T I % 418 S
JETh o WA AILRTE | ST ST AR IISH
ST et @ & | eash o) &, haer 3T |

- e ween B 1 S fifer % e e |

WRTY i g 3 e 9 it & 9 | v
BIEH AGSTT T ST R JEarerd St el
el & | TS T ST 13 ey e e
ek WA o Y A u & 1 4 B
&, TR Bh R I e T W e g |
BhA T TIR U3 Gl e 2 o |
AR IR Hell 3 g g i S E? |
BUGU I had 7, ot sl Ao s |
foremet g % a8 Wrera, & e 1w, |
e i ST ) e e e
1 <1 €1 59 et foer S e wRE

I B T SR fora W ele-aie 10

T e i eRd € &R dg-ate i feeht |
R T HaTeht e & [9e fhara G
Tl T, T SThT Y I, ST A

R ST AR HF ST TH IR |

T T IS €, J et e e |

i e T | ‘:
<aama;/w/a‘m(%) |



Her =) forva W A oo |
T W & ® €1 e e %

N i
. Bl S ERA H|®d ge & fava-
Ty e [ & o W
BT - 3 wifcreget

i

o e foram Afi-2020 = 3k @y &

& s e Sl T
S om S g v AR A sl 7 R e 3
e e eeenl o foceft oTE. WRd H UH A, TRl AR S e |

Repafiererl & ool & oo Qe TG SR MR- sitafaf R | ¥ fag wd w feR s A

3 FEE F oo o e v H e N =ur T fee-wle vy, weEd
iﬁlﬁﬂﬂlﬁﬁmﬁmﬁggmﬂ’lg g | forey WSl el wae 3 Wl : T e famet ot I=r amar
S el IRBE ey @ oo 3= BT 7% 76 F) QU SR H AU B w9 A 70 A FreafueeE, o, At fw & it # gafe
foren it % FrieTE & F9 H i S g0 IR GO AEREl  STRIRUH R U favafdEied  wT STavEE 21 WA wi-

I R 0 F g I T Sed S8l U iR ok A § wfierell, Rearl,  wenfim fRg o R IuwfeEl F AR Hare it

# T SAiE TedEd WAl Rer % U TEgend o ok fod ot ot wafua I e @ Wi 2@ it WeERET & " § aftas veam
(TEI) TR ¥ ae a8 % 0 uewed et fRe T, et g @ T R FHEANH % WY WeW % w9 feerE anf !

R A AW T R wede A A gl ol e freEl ot Tl fer  wndg wwsit . A oft fepfea Been o @) stiw . e § O owwdw fer @
e fapraat faeEt & fg g e faemed S TH W veW H & A fvafaeel | simugast gW as e uw

fopen @) TH o woTeRTR % eas @ faem, e et 21 23 WO W T I S HoR mmmmm:‘
gull & @ W BT oMo dedA B TEm 36 Feds d wRI-UE F URAGEH W IESTEUH GO TR 3% Sidid AW oed Rmem @
aEEA I F e 59, ﬁw_ﬁﬂa?ﬂmmra‘ﬁm e U S g 81 SERw &1 2014 F A 1 HHE e F odadd & wu-|e

S o1 T I FE Q R R 6 S W @-a 6 wiewH T 3R WY oiR freeht  froafieerd, 14 emgemguA o WdH fae W O e g |
T 2, SR AR B W, GEH EeE § o ammgm el 7 Sgendt weel Sueea #1 WA T sTEeTed wifta fRw TE1 o € SRl SR T et

iR yWE SR W @l B1 GO ok @ ) SEh W AEu-ad 9t % Y seueee T €1 O eyl PRe-oRde  faefad wwa o e ggg @, |

S % U ASFN @A, 3 @ Wi e sed % fog e off OF gen 81 39 o R w1 st d s aﬁmﬂﬁﬁwmwwm!

T FA SR ST WERE-  FERE S gRe @ st waeh A | S e ofk RRm ¥y werEs H AR gem B g9d ol e 3 REm A e R

o Ud TR UG Y SR T 8 e | faser @ @ fewd ud SRt § ol il wRdg R w@em, S s faeas-2024 WeEs g

Fet W fefeea
T % U TE-TEE W S S @ RaR, @ Hem ok W % v |, ot eun faereg. fovafrerer fadw # ome wfeR Wi s sl & srgew wnfed

GHEE T91 3% 3T Sifien ywr SueTeH, F varg feu 7o &) Rwn weh oy oTRenEdl, omEemEuH IR €ne BRI SHE S5 Wi oK R
R T 71 T A NG W Geahed sl giawel & 2014 7 ¥a@ T, dfs FE S b5 @9 © 8 3 % e fwa & mm—mﬂﬂm%lmaﬁﬁ\

Fi I FECT B @ % 0 @ ge § @ e 9 9 1 9, weerea ok wffed fovafmner off wRa A s Rien R o b R
) oS T ghf Sf-tw afs g ) o s= e W R oreRR, i e el Rran o oRER @ sl wEie % A A, A ek aRas
wiRaT 3 RO R T I A et TR Td H geE A ey € @ 2 3 weEs it X R £ o a9 W TG Wh-Je A @Rl B wfe

S 2
TR 9E) sreforaTen o & fewn - Tk % g Aot TN @R A W 3w e & A F off wmwe F & fadeh fovafernerdl ¥ wwa (I TETSTEICE 3B el
H 3R 2| faekiad a1 e @ 130 wfer @ gfs #i R WA, 4og D Pk )
29 @8g H AN a2 e R R dfem o eI response@jagran.com

'k
&

H
H
8

2
o
77
F
2

L




1
%9’77 W‘/ I3 J'Tq—cg 2,62-6/

TR Gien & foe 31ueiie

B B 37 :

| TN, 7% Rl FE areafis
foren @€ (defowd) 9
el w10 F 12 o @S

RIEINSE)

I 57 s 2 wEfE
TR 14 TRE! o ER1 | 9T
# foafaa wlen = &9l

¢ e F oFE, A
TR TRt & e
e W 3Ee & 9 e
3H Tt = & eiaRE
i WEl € a1 T, A S
w1 R W ageE B T
3%k 3ifom g, 9 =g s
5 GER A fha S g

£

53

Tts -Gy —¢



’ﬂu. Hiwc\q’

oet Tiruvalluvar in his 140th Thirukkural

says: “Education imparted is useless,

unless one learns how to live with the
society.”

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020
intends to provide that holistic education that
teaches one to be socially relevant.

To ensure that the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047
is achieved, India needs citizens who can lead
from here. The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill, 2025, which was introduced in the Lok Sabha
on December 15, 2025, aims to make this a reality
and help reimagine India’s higher education
institutions.

Need for change i

Why is there a need for this? India’s higher
education system has expanded rapidly, spanning
over a 1,000 universities, tens of thousands of
institutions, and crores of learners. But,
regulation has not evolved at the same pace.
Multiple statutory bodies with overlapping
mandates have created a maze of approvals,
inspections and compliance that often pulls
institutions away from teaching, research and
innovation. This has turned well-meaning
oversight into over-regulation, forcing institutions
to prioritise paperwork over outcomes and
making it harder to collaborate, innovate or
update curricula quickly. Institutions find
themselves spending a disproportionate effort on
“process” rather than “purpose”.

NEP 2020 recognised this and called for a
“light but tight” framework — strong on
transparency and standards, but minimal on
procedural burden, while granting greater
autonomy to well- petfonnmg institutions. The
Bill is a structural step in this direction, aiming to
replace fragmented oversight with coordinated
standards, streamlined regulation, and credible
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A Bill that reimagines higher education regulation

quality assurance. Anchored in Entry 66 (Union
List) of the Seventh Schedule, the Bill creates an
apex umbrella body, the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan, with three separate councils for
regulation, accreditation and standards. This
clear division of roles aims to improve credibility
and reduce conflicts of interest. It also proposes
repealing three key Acts — the University Grants
Commission Act, 1956, the All India Council For
Technical Education Act 1987, and the National
Council for Teacher Education Act, 1993 — to
unify and modernise the regulatory architecture,
bringing relevant higher education institutions
under a single framework for coordinated
standard-setting and oversight.

Finally, it envisages a technology-enabled
single window system built on public self

 disclosure, where institutions publish key

information on governance, finances,
infrastructure, faculty, programmes and
outcomes, thus enabling continuous
transparency and forming the basis for
accreditation and public accountability.

The impact
The Bill could trigger three hlgh-lmpact
outcomes. First, it can enable youth
empowerment at scale. A streamlined regulatory
landscape can expand access to quality
institutions and raise the Gross Enrolment Ratio
by reducing bottlenecks that slow down
capacity-building and programme expansion.
More importantly, it can shift institutional
energy toward what truly matters: teaching that
builds reasoning and values; learning that is
interdisciplinary and flexible; and opportunities
for reskilling and upskilling across a hfenme '
Students will provide feedback on acad
quality and the overall learning expenence
higher education institutions. With robust

the‘
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grievance redress, they become active
stakeholders and are able to demand quality,
reward good governance, and help institutions
improve through structured feedback.

Second, it can accelerate the adoption of
global best practices while remaining rooted in
Indian priorities. International credibility is not
achieved by copying foreign models, but by
meeting global benchmarks of outcomes, ethics,
research culture and student experience. A
coherent standards framework can support
mobility of learners and faculty, promote
collaborative research and help Indian
institutions attract international students and
faculty while also retaining Indian talent.

Third, it can modernise governance through
transparency and minimalistic, responsive
regulation. A faceless, technology-enabled
single-window system can reduce discretion and
delays, encourage integrity, and improve
predictability for institutions. Public disclosure,
when meanmgful and audited, creates a culture
where trust is earned, not assumed. Autonomy
for weH-perfomung institutions and institutions
of eminence can then become a tool for
excellence; common standards with
differentiated autonomy can allow diversity to
thrive without compromising quality. The end
goal is smarter regulation: focused on outcomes,
learner welfare and national priorities.

In perspective
Atmanirbharta in higher education is achieved
when India’s institutions can set ambitious goals,

. innovate responsibly and remain accountable to

society. When the Bill succeeds in aligning
standards, regulation, and accreditation into a
coherent and transparent system, it will help
build exactly the kind of citizens that Tiruvalluvar
envisioned.
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Early investment in children, the key to India’s future

ndia's aspiration to become a Viksit Bharat

and a $30 trillion economy by 2047 is

ambitious and desirable. However, such a

vision cannot be realised through slogans
or macroeconomic targets alone. It demands
sustained, evidence-based investments over the
next two decades, particularly in human capital
formation. Infrastructure, manufacturing, digital
innovation and ease of doing business dominate
public discourse, and there is often mention of
health and education in various policy

However, in spite of all these discussions, a
critical link remains largely missing: a concrete
road map and focused and systematic investment
in early childhood care and development (ECCD).
Without strengthening the foundations laid in the
earliest years of life, India’s development
ambitions risk being on fragile ground.

An investment in ECCD is not a welfare
intervention but a strategic économic investment.
From conception to the second birthday of a
child ~ the first 1,000 days of life — have been
considered most important for the growth and
development of children. This phase has been
recognised by the World Health Organization
(WHO) and UNICEF as a crucial ‘window of
opportunity’ for shaping a child’s future
well-being and potential. The next six years
which follow (three to eight years) constitute
approximately another 2,000 days. Thus, the first
3,000 days shape brain architecture, physical
health, cognitive ability, emotional regulation and
social skills. The early capabilities developed
during this period determine a child’s capacity to
learn, adapt and contribute productively to
society as an adult.

Children who are well-nourished, emotionally
secure and cognitively stimulated are more likely
to complete education, acquire skills, participate
meaningfully in the workforce and earn higher
incomes. At the national level, such investments
reduce future spending on health care, remedial
education and social protection, while expanding
the tax base through a healthier and more
productive workforce. These efforts can lift
families out of poverty and help them move
upward in the economic ladder. By reducing
inequities rooted in poverty, gender, and
geography, ECCD strengthens social mobility and
inclusive growth. The evidence and experience
from many countries including the United States,
the Nordic countries, particularly Finland, and
also from South Korea support these arguments.
However, ECCD investments demand patience.
Their most visible benefits emerge over 10 to 20
years later, as healthier and better-prepared
cohorts enter adulthood. Yet, once realised, these
gains are durable, intergenerational and central
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consolidation under the National Health Mission,
significantly reduced infant and under-five
mortality, improved immunisation coverage and
addressed severe malnutrition. The Integrated
Child Development Services (ICDS), 1975, later
restructured as Mission Saksham Anganwadi and
POSHAN 2.0, laid the foundation for nutrition
and early care, especially among poorer
households. State governments also contributed
through innovations and delivery models.

However, most interventions have been
narrowly focused and fragmented. The primary
emphasis has remained on survival — keeping
children alive — rather than enabling them to
reach their full developmental potential.

Moreover, ECCD initiatives have largely been
targeted at children within government safety
nets, leaving out vast sections of middle- and
higher-income families. This exclusion is
problematic, because developmental challenges
are not confined to poverty alone. Children from
middle and even upper income households
increasingly face obesity, physical inactivity,
excessive screen exposure, delayed social skills,
emotional difficulties and behavioural problems.
Early childhood development must be universal,
not targeted.

A case for early interventions

Scientific understanding of child development
has advanced rapidly, reinforcing the urgency of
early intervention. Research in epigenetics shows
that health, nutrition, stress and environmental
exposures even before conception can influence
gene expression and long-term health outcomes.

Parental obesity, substance use, poor nutrition
and chronic stress increase a child’s risk of
non-communicable diseases, developmental
delays, and metabolic disorders. During the first
1,000 days, most neural connections are formed,
and nearly 80%-85% of brain development
occurs. Deprivation or neglect at this stage is
often irreversible.

Paradoxically, this is also when children spend
almost all their time within families, with minimal
engagement with formal systems beyond
immunisation or illness care. In the digital age,
many parents rely on social media for guidance,
much of which is commercially driven or poorly

- informed. Credible and structured support on

early stimulation, responsive care-giving, play
and emotional nurturing remain scarce. Formal
interventions typically begin only around 30-36
months, through Anganwadi centres or private
preschools. While important, these come late.
The provision of developmental interventions in
the first 1,000 days of life is still a ‘big missing
window’.

Therefore, India must move beyond

pre-conception counselling for young adults and
couples, focusing on nutrition, mental health,
lifestyle choices and intergenerational impacts.

This would represent one of the -return
investments in public health, benefiting two
generations simultaneously.

Second, parents must be empowered with
knowledge about early stimulation and
responsive care-giving. Simple, low-cost activities
- talking, reading, singing, playing and emotional
engagement — can profoundly shape brain
development from the earliest weeks of life. For
example, stories can be read and told to a baby as
young as four weeks. Doing so, accelerates
formation of neural connections in the brain and
future learning capacity. A nationwide system of
parental education on child growth and
development is an urgent need.

Third, parents and families should be trained
in basic growth monitoring and age-appropriate
developmental milestones, through periodic,
simple sessions. Early identification of delays can
be among the most cost-effective interventions
for infants and toddlers, rivalled only by
immunisation.

Fourth, India must invest far more in quality
care and learning systems for children aged two
to five, a phase critical for preventing
undernutrition and obesity and for shaping
life-long habits related to health and emotional
regulation.

Fifth, education, nutrition and health systems
must break out of silos. Children need learning,
not just schooling; nutrition for life, not just
feeding; and well-being, not ritualistic check-ups.
Schools, as the most widely accepted institutional
platform, should evolve into integrated hubs for
learning, health and nutrition.

Sixth, preconception health and the first 3,000
days must become part of a nationwide social
conversation, extending beyond clinics into
homes, workplaces and communities. Every
teacher in every school in India, too needs
training in child growth and development beyond
academics.

Finally, schools should engage parents as
partners, while non-profit organisations,
philanthropic institutions, and corporate social
responsibility initiatives must help build a
supportive ECCD ecosystem.

Need for a citizen-led movement

India’s future will not be determined by what it
promises its children, but by what it invests in
them during their earliest years. A citizen-led
movement for child growth, learning and
development — supported by the state and owned
by society — may well be the missing link in
India’s journey to becoming a truly developed

to national competitiveness. fragmented approaches centred on feeding nation: These actions would require effective and
| needs to be on programmes or notional school health services. functional coordination between different
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India’s experience offers important lessons. Over days of life and that l?rings together health,' nutrition, ea{l){ Health' apd Family Welfare, Munsu-y of Education
the past five decades, the country has made 2 national learning, emotional vyellbemg and care-giving, and Ministry of Women anfi Child Development,
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Excerpt from chapter on sex and gender in NCERT manual for teacher educators

New Delhi: An NCERT training manual for teacher educators has sparked widespread debate,
with critics accusing it of promoting “toxic western gender ideology”. The controversy centers
on a chapter explaining the difference between sex and gender which states that “while sex is
biological and constant, gender is a social construct”.
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The manual came into the spotlight after Sankrant Sanu—author and founder of Garuda
Prakashan, an international publishing venture focused on Indic narratives—shared a page
from it on X, tagging Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan and the Ministry of
Education.

“Saw these current NCERT books at the World Book Fair. This is the teacher training manual
where they have copy-pasted the entire toxic Western gender ideology into the training. Why
@EduMinOfIndia @dpradhanbjp?” he wrote on X.

The page shared by him explains the difference between sex and gender. It states that while
“sex is constant and remains the same everywhere,” gender is variable and “changes from
time to time, family to family, and culture to culture”.

It further states that “sex cannot be changed without complex medical intervention, whereas
gender can be changed or reoriented”.

“In the time of abysmal academic standards to have this gender ideology garbage guide a
multi-volume teacher training volume is inexcusable. NONE of this needs to be part of
curriculum, stop social engineering,” Sanu wrote. His post went viral and drew reactions from
a large number of people both criticising the manual as well as supporting it.

Ratan Sharda, author of The Relationship between RSS and India’s Struggle for Independence
and other books, also reacted on X saying, “ We can’t get over the #Woke domination even
after 11 years. We can’t go back to our scientific tracts to define issues in our own way!”
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An
his
don’t want to look at a guy and not be sure if I say — He, She or they. Stop #woke”

However, some doctors voiced support for the manual on X.

For instance, Dr Nisha Dubey, who identifies herself as an MBBS doctor, wrote: “Kudos to the
mind that introduced Sex vs Gender so clearly in textbooks. Sex is biological. Gender is social,
learned, and changeable. Teaching this early helps break stereotypes, build empathy, and
create a more equal society. Education that makes students think is real progress.”

Another X user, Dr Dutta, who identifies himself as a radiologist, wrote: “Doctor here. There is
absolutely nothing wrong with the statements made in the Book! Not sure about the person
tweeting about it.”

ThePrint reached NCERT director D.P. Saklani for a comment via calls and messages. This
report will be updated if and when a response is received.

’

Also Read: ‘Honest history, not ideology'—NCERT social science panel chief on changes in

Class 8 textbook

What is the manual about

NCERT’s Department of Gender Studies published three volumes in 2013 to support teacher
educators in understanding and integrating gender-equality concepts into education. These
were designed as training and reference material, not as standard school textbooks.

The training material is not meant for students. It is intended for teacher educators who train
school teachers and for others involved in teacher training and curriculum development.

Volume 1 of the manual, which is currently under scrutiny, comprises six modules. These
cover the themes of sex and gender; indicators of gender equality and empowerment; gender
budgeting; gender, media and education; gender and violence; and gender, science and
technology.
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The chapter also outlines the stereotypical attitudes and notions associated with specific
gender roles. The activities included in this chapter are designed to help practitioners raise
awareness about gender complementarity among participant groups.”

The remaining two volumes of the training material cover a wide range of topics, including
gender-sensitive textbooks and pedagogy, language and gender, creating gender-friendly
classrooms, adolescent girls’ mental health, teacher counselling, life skills, leadership, sports,
and women'’s empowerment through education, legal rights, self-help groups, and vocational
training.

Earlier in 2021, NCERT had removed a teacher training manual on the integration of
transgender and gender non-conforming students in schools from its website, after the
National Commission for Protection of Child Rights (NCPCR) flagged “anomalies” in the
document.

The manual had recommended measures such as providing gender-neutral toilets and
uniforms, ending practices that segregate students by gender for school activities, and
inviting members of the transgender community to speak on campus.

(Edited by Amrtansh Arora)

Also Read: Parsis to Tibetans, India ‘safe haven’ for ‘persecuted communities’ for centuries—
new Class 7 NCERT book
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CBSE issues notice on mandatory public
disclosure norms; Here's what affiliated schools

need to upload

TOI Education | Jan 13,2026, 09.06 PM IST

o Wi ot formr wrd The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has issued an
> CENTREL BONFD O SECOTIRY SRvSAmON 7 official notice directing all its affiliated schools to upload
No. CBSEIAFF Circular-MPD2028/ Dated: 12012026 Mandatory Public Disclosure information on their official websites
CIRCULAR in a revised format.
To, Head of Insttution As per the notice, schools must ensure that accurate and
of Affiliated Schools of CBSE

complete details related to general information, official
documents, academic records, teaching staff, and school

Sub: Reminder for uploading / updating proscribed mandatory Teschers” Dtail on
the school's wobsite-reg.

Ref: (JCBSE Circular Mos. CBSE/AFFICIRCULARMIIOI o 05032031, (i)

CBSEAFFIOR20M 2052001  and (i) CBSE/MFFICircular-MPOI2S0068 . . .
L.08.01.2026. infrastructure are made publicly available for easy access by

SirMadam, P
parents, students, and authorities.

The Board wde s cinculars ssued in fhe past as refermed abowe has rederaied thai the

schools seeking affiliation with the Board shall develop and maintain its own funcicnal

website confaining compratansive Eloemation regasdicg the scheal includng detals (s

rasme of leachers alcng with thas qualificabions and upload updaled sell atiesled coples ol

e e i rae e w e e \WAt is Mandatory Public Disclosure?

avalalile af AppendocX 8o bring in the trarsparency which i alsa one of tha essential pee
erddilinna bnd shaking affiliation with he Raaed

Mandatory Public Disclosure is a requirement under which schools must share important information openly on
their website. This helps parents, students, and authorities access verified school-related details easily.
A. General Information to be uploaded

Schools must display the following basic details:

e Name of the school
o Affiliation number, if applicable 60
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School code, if applicable

Complete address with pin code

Name and qualification of the principal
Official school email ID
Contact details including landline or mobile number

B. Documents and Certificates required

Schools must upload self-attested copies of the following documents:

o Affiliation or upgradation letter and recent extension of affiliation, if any

e Society, trust, or company registration or renewal certificate

e No Objection Certificate issued by the State Government or Union Territory, if applicable

e Recognition certificate under the Right to Education Act, 2009, and its renewal, if applicable
e Valid building safety certificate as per the National Building Code

e Valid fire safety certificate issued by the competent authority

e District Education Officer certificate submitted for affiliation or self-certification by the school
e Drinking water, health and sanitation certificates along with water testing report

The notice clearly states that all documents must be self-attested by the Chairman, Manager, or Secretary and
the Principal. If any uploaded document is found to be not genuine at a later stage, the school will be liable for
action as per norms.

C. Result and Academic Information
Schools must upload:
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e Fee structure

e Annual academic calendar

e List of School Management Committee members

e List of Parents Teachers Association members

e Board examination results of the last three years, as applicable
e For Class 10 and Class 12, schools must clearly mention:

e Number of registered students

e Number of students passed

e Pass percentage

e Remarks, if any

D. Teaching Staff Details

The following staff information must be uploaded:

Principal

Vice Principal
Headmistress or Headmaster

Total number of teachers

Separate details must be provided for:

Post Graduate Teachers

Trained Graduate Teachers
Primary Teachers
Schools must also upload: 62
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e Teacher-section ratio
e Details of special educator
e Details of counsellor and wellness teacher

E. School Infrastructure Details

Schools must share information related to infrastructure, including:

e Total campus area in square metres

e Number and size of classrooms

e Number and size of laboratories, including computer labs

e Number and size of the library

e Availability of internet facility

e Number of toilets for girls, boys, and Children With Special Needs

e YouTube link of the school inspection video covering infrastructure

Important note for schools

Schools are advised to carefully check all information before uploading. Any incorrect or false information may
lead to action as per applicable norms.
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Patience over pressure;

A resolution for parents

 ttheturn of every year, we speak of res-
olutions, shaped by familiar ideas of
self-improvement such as eating bet-
ter, working harder, or being more dis-
ciplined. When the conversation turns to edu-
cation, however, resolutions by students and
other stakeholders are often framed on the
basis of a narrow set of assumptions about
what progress should look like, how learning
should be assessed, where success should be
visible, and how early choices ought to be made.
Within our broader social ecosystem, these
assumptions often translate into an unspoken
script that prioritises higher scores and better
grades. The young students who are able to
build clarity and capacity for faster specialisa-
tion, are considered ahead of the pack. This cre-
ates pressures to decide and take a deep dive,
long before children have had the time or space
to understand their own interests and capaci-
ties. This raises questions.

Amajor review published recently
in the journal, Science, studied the
developmental histories of more than
34,000 world-class performers across
fields as varied as science, music, and

]

ML ) S

Roger Federer represents a different model, ¢
spending his childhood engaged in a variety of f
sports, gravitating towards almost anything g
thatinvolved a ball, including football, basket-
ball, handball, and squash, often in informal |
settings rather than structured training envi-
ronments. Federer later reflected that this .
broad exposure helped develop his overall ath- |
leticism and hand-eye coordination, long before -
he committed fully to tennis in his late teens,
Epstein's argument s not thatearly specialists |
cannot succeed, but in complex and rapidly
evolving environments, he argues, generalists
often thrive because they build transferable
skills, adaptability, and better judgement.

This distinction matters for education .
because traditionally the approach to schooling
increasingly mirrors the logic of early speciali-
sation. Children are encouraged, sometimes
implicitly, to identify a singular strength early-
and organise their efforts around it.

Findings of the research published
in Science and Epstein’s work suggest
that this approach may be poorly
suited to a world where creativity,
transfer of knowledge, and adaptive * _

sport. Dra'wing on ]o_ngitudina! dz;ta ﬂlmldng_are&ssenﬁal. Theiragademic
wionas I e s, Oy (JAYaN | arkelisoanundersandngtat
medallists, the world's top chess play- Chaudhary for our young] inquisitive students >
ers, and leading classical musiccom- =————— doesnot implyibsence of direction; it

posers, the conclusions challenge a

widely held assumption. Early high perform-
ance isa weak predictor of exceptional achieve-
ment in adulthood, with nearly 90% of top
youth performers not overlapping with those
who later reach the highest levels. The analysis
goes beyond statistical correlation and shows
that many individuals who eventually excelled
followed slower, less linear paths in their form-
ative years. They explored multiple disciplines,
accumulated diverse experiences, and special-
ised later than their peers. As the researchers
note, early breadth appears to build learning
capacity, adaptability, and resilience, all of
which matter more as performance demands

increase over time,
This pattern has important implications for
how success is interpreted within our society.

Early acceleration is often rewarded because it
isvisible and measurable, while gradual devel-
opmentcan be mistaken for lack of potential. In
an ingly competitive social context, such

isi NS are easy to make, even when
intentions are supportive.

David Epstein in his book Range: Why Gener-
alists Triumph in a Specialized World, contrasts
twoarchetypal sporting journeys, Tiger Woods
represents early specialisation, having been
immersed in golf almost from infancy, with
training structured around a single pursuit,

reflects an understanding that direc-
tion often emerges through experience. i

India’s National Education Policy 2020 aligns -
with this evidence-based view. Its emphasis on
multidisciplinary learning and flexibility recog-
nises that human development is neither uni- -
form nor predictable. While policy can provide -
frameworks, the everyday choices made by
families, schools, and communities ultimately
shape how these ideas are lived.

Marks, examinations, and assessments will
continue to play an important role. They pro-
vide structure and feedback within an educa-
tional journey. Their value, however, lies in gui-
dance rather than finality. When treated as
milestones instead of destinations, they support
learning without constraining it.

Instead of single-mindedly searching for"
child prodigies in our midst, let us recognise the -
prodigy in each child, accepting that lasting
capability is often built through exploration,
time and the gradual unfolding of excellence.
As parents, teachers, academicians and policy
makers, can we resolve to imbibe an approach
that balances ambition with patience?

Jayant Chaudhary is minister of State (1/C),
ministry of skill development and entrepreneur- -
ship, and minister of State, education.
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Beyond a public holiday?

Toinvoke Vivekanandawhile
discardingthesevaluesisto
hollowouthislegacy. Declaring
hisbirthdayapublicholiday
whiletoleratingcruelty,
indifference,orfearindailylife
reducesremembranceto
spectacle. Hedid not seek
reverence;hedemanded
courage-moral couragetoresist
hatredwhenitis convenient, to
defendthevulnerablewhenitis
costly, andtoseethedivinein
everyhumanbeing

anuary 12 was once again observed

across India as the birth

anniversary of Swami Vivekananda,

commemorated nationally as Youth
Day and declared a public holiday in West
Bengal. Schools and colleges organized
lectures, cultural programmes, and
discussions recalling his life and ideas.
Political leaders and educators invoked his
name, his image adorned banners and stages,
and young people were reminded ~ once
more ~ of his call to awaken inner strength
and moral purpose.

Yetbeneath the ceremonial remembrance
lies a disquieting question. Vivekananda
did not ask to be honoured through ritual
observance alone. Heasked to be understood
~and lived.

‘When public homage coexists with a
shrinking moral imagination, when his name
is celebrated while his values are quietly set
aside, remembrance risks becoming symbolic
rather than transformative. A holiday may
pause work for aday; it does not automatically
revive conscience.

At the heart of Vivekananda’s thought
was a radical conception of education.
Education, he insisted, was not the mere
transmission of information nor a narrow
training for economic utility.

It was the awakening of the whole person
- the cultivation of character, judgment,
courage, and empathy. “Education is the
manifestation of the perfection already in
man,” he famously said, underscoring his
belief that learing must draw out ethical
and spiritual capacities already latent within
the human being.

Suchan understanding of education carries
profound civicconsequences. A society may
expertise, Vivekananda warned, yet still
falter if its citizens lack compassion, moral
restraint, and the ability to see one another
as fully human.

Knowledge divorced from empathy sharpens
the intellect but leaves the conscience
untouched. Education that does not enlarge
the moral horizon risks becoming a tool of
domination rather than liberation.

This moral dimension of learning is
especially urgent today. Across India, public

| ———
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Education

is the manifestation of the
perfection already in man.”

andincreasingly intolerant of nuance. Volume
often substitutes for reason; loyalty eclipses
ethical judgment.

In such a climate, education risks being
reduced tocredentialism - efficient, competitive,
and morally thin ~ precisely the condition
Vivekananda feared.

Equally central to his vision was an

uncompromising respect for religious diversity.
Vivekananda’s spiritual confidence allowed
himtoembrace plurality without anxiety.
At the Parliament of the World's Religions
in Chicagoin 1893, he famously declared
that he believed not merely in tolerance,
but in the acceptance of all religions as
true. This was not a gesture of politeness
nor a strategy of coexistence.

Itwas a philosophical position rooted
in the ancient insight that truth is one,
though expressed through many paths.

Vivekananda rejected the notion that
faith must assert itself by negating others.
He argued that a Christian need not
become a Hindu, nor a Hindua Christian.
What mattered was not conversion, but
assimilation -~ the ability to learn from
other traditions while remaining grounded
inone’s own.

Each religion, he believed, carried a
distinct moral and spiritual insight, and
humanity would be impoverished by the
loss or silencing of any one of them.

This openness was not abstract theory.
Vivekananda himself studied the scriptures
and spiritual figures of other faiths with
and Islam. For him, respect for difference
was not weakness; it was the mark of a
mature civilization securein its own spiritual
inheritance.

Measured against this standard, the present
moment is deeply unsettling. India today
witnesses an increasingly aggressive public
culture in which suspicion toooften replaces
trust and difference is readily framed as
threat. Minority communities, particularly

religious minorities, live with heightened

insecurity.

Reportsof disruptions of Christian worship,
vandalizing of churches, and attacks on
Christmas celebrations in some places point
not merely to isolated acts of intolerance,
but to a broader erosion of civic restraint.
Fear has begun tosubstitute for fellow-feeling.

Thisis not the India Vivekananda envisioned.
He believed that spiritual strength expressed
itself through generosity, not intimidation:

through confidence, not
coercion. A nation unsure
of itself lashes out. A nation
grounded in ethical clarity
does not need to.

Equally vital to
Vivekananda's philosophy
was his insistence that

spirituality must find expression
gty in compassion. Drawing
inspiration from his guru Sri
Thewriteris ~ Ramakrishna's teaching that
professor theliving being itselfis divine,
emeritus, Vivekananda redefined service
Loyola asworship. Toserve another
Marymount human being was, in his
University, view, to serve God. Religion
Los Angeles that failed to respond to
hunger, suffering, and injustice,
he argued, was empty

abstraction.

His words were deliberately stark. He
refused to believe in a God or a religion that
could not wipe a widow's tears or place
bread in the hands of an orphan. Compassion,
for Vivekananda, was not sentimental
kindness but ethical action rooted in the
recognition of shared humanity. It cutacross
caste, creed, nationality. and even species.
He once remarked that if astray dog remained
hungry, his religion would be to feed it.

This ethic of compassion shaped his

ingof nationalism itself Vivekananda

was deeply critical of an elite India that
spoke eloquently of spirituality while
neglecting the poor and the marginalized.
He reproached the educated and privileged
for their indifference toward the masses. A
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nation could not claim moral greatness, he
insisted, while ignoring the suffering of its
weakest members.

Importantly, he did not advocate charity
that reinforced hierarchy. He called instead
for empowerment - education, dignity, and
the means for people to stand on their own
feet. True service. in his view, strengthened
self-respect rather than dependency. It was
an act of solidarity, not condescension.

Here again. the distance between Vivekanandas
ideals and contemporary realities is stark.
In a society increasingly consumed by
personal advancement and narrow self-interest,
the poor and the unprivileged are too often
rendered invisible.

Structural injustice Is explained away as
individual failure. Economic success is
celebrated while social responsibility quietly
erodes. Such attitudes stand in direct
opposition to Vivekananda’s moral philosophy,
which placed human solidarity at the center
of national renewal.

Vivekananda's teachings leave no room
for bigotry, prejudice, or hatred of any kind.
His repeated exhortations ~ “Help and not
fight,” “Assimilation and not destruction,”
“Harmony and peace and not dissension” -
were not rhetorical flourishes.

They were ethical imperatives meant to
guide both personal conduct and collective
life. He believed that without these principles,
political power and cultural pride would
ultimately corrode rather than uplift society.

To invoke Vivekananda while discarding
these values is to hollow out his legacy.
Declaring his birthday a public holiday while
tolerating cruelty. indifference, or fear in
daily life reduces remembrance to spectacle.
He did not seek reverence; he demanded
courage ~ moral courage to resist hatred
when itis convenient, todefend the vulnerable
when it is costly, and to see the divine in
every human being.

Until we recover that courage, we may
continue to celebrate Swami Vivekananda's
birth. But we will have lost the meaning of
his life.
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NCERT Goof-up: Detailing the ‘Sex’ and ‘Gender’, the textbook has termed

sex as natural but gender as variable. It says that gender can be re-
oriented and is a socio-cultural construct.
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1.2 INTRODUCTION and womsil-Tae

Sex refers to the biological difference
en men and women, while Gender

below:

Sexis blological and It refers to visible differences
In genitalia and related differences in procreative
functions,

Sex 15 constant, It remains the same everywhere.

I . st 1m0t be changed withaut complex medical

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is facing
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termed sex as natural but gender as variable. It says that gender can be
re-oriented and is a socio-cultural construct. However, this has drawn
sharp criticism from the Indians, who called it a copy-paste culture of

Western thoughts while highlighting serious repercussions on society.
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"Saw these current NCERT books at the World Book Fair. This is the Teacher
Training Manual where they have copy-pasted the entire toxic Western

gender ideology into the training,” said one user.

You May Like Sponsored Links by Taboola

Hauz Khas - This Al-Powered hearing aid is a hit in India. Know why.

Hearing Aids

Invest in 3 Asset Classes With Multi Asset Allocation Funds

Invest In Three Asset Classes

69

https://zeenews.india.com/india/ncert-turns-woke-teacher-s-manual-says-sex-is-natural-gender-is-variable-sparks-outrage-on-social-media-education. .. 2/10


https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=zeemedia-zeenews-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-m:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=zeemedia-zeenews-english&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-m:Mid%20Article%20Thumbnails:
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://in.hear.com/d/en_price_list_display
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register
https://www.icicipruamc.com/sign-in/register

1/15/26, 9:25 AM NCERT Turns ‘Woke’: Teacher’'s Manual Says ‘Sex Is Natural’, ‘Gender Is Variable’; Sparks Outrage On Social Media, Education Mi...

Sankrant Sanu ¥ TP Hei3 HS & X

@sankrant - Follow

Saw these current NCERT books at the World Book Fair.
This is the Teacher Training Manual where they have copy-
pasted the entire toxic Western gender ideology into the
training.

Why @EduMinOfindia @dpradhanbjp?

5:35 PM - Jan 12, 2026 ®

@ 62K @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 646 replies

Add Zee News as a Preferred Source [ € Jnssiipsiing

source on Google
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"Gender is variable. It changes from time to time, culture to culture, family
to family. It can be chonged/re—oriented. -This is written in NCERT books.

Wonder what our @EduMinOfindia is doing?” questioned another user.
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1/15/26, 9:25 AM NCERT Turns ‘Woke’: Teacher’'s Manual Says ‘Sex Is Natural’, ‘Gender Is Variable’; Sparks Outrage On Social Media, Education Mi...

Dr. Neha Das & X

@neha_laldas - Follow

"Gender is variable.
It changes from time to time, culture to culture, family to

family.
It can be changed/re-oriented"

-This is written in NCERT books.

Wonder what our @EduMinOfindia is doing??

4:02 PM - Jan 13, 2026 ®

@ 25k @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 294 replies

"NCERT Teacher Training Manual - the authors have copy-pasted the
entire woke western gender narrative in. Where are we heading @ncert?
Who is doing the due diligence at your end? Why are we introducing the

woke virus in our system? Is @EduMinOfindia sleeping?” added another

user.
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Sameer & X

@BesuraTaansane - Follow

NCERT Teacher Training Manual - the authors have copy-
pasted the entire woke western gender narrative in

Where are we heading @ncert ? Who is doing the due
diligence at your end? Why are we introducing the woke
virus in our system? Is @EduMinOfIndia sleeping?

cc @dpradhanbjp Show more

11:11 PM - Jan 13, 2026 ®

@ 17 @ Reply (2 Copy link

Read 3 replies

"Gender can be changed or reoriented” - from an NCERT school textbook
about ‘Sex and Gender'. Gender change operations and contraceptives -
this is what children are being taught in the name of sex education. This
textbook was introduced in schools in 2013 and continues. India -
potentially the biggest future market for these industries - simply copy-
pastes this ideological propaganda. The fight has begun. Attempts are
underway to dilute age of consent to legalise sex with Class 10 schoolgirls,

which we are fighting, without compromise,” said another user.

Notably, the users have highlighted that what is written in the teacher’s
manual is just the opposite to the Indian culture and ethos. The Ministry of
Education and Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan are yet to take

cognisance of and address the concern.

Stay informed on all the latest news, real-time breaking news updates,
and follow all the important headlines in india news andworld News on

Zee News.
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Kashi-Tamil Sangamam: Tribute to Ek

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister of India

few days ago, | was in
the sacred Jand of
omnath to be part of
the Somnath Swabhiman
Parv, marking a_thousand
years since the first attack

Somn which took
place in 1026. People from
all across India had come (o
be part of this moment of
remembrance, united by a
shared reverence for histo
ry, culture and the enduring
spiritof the people of India
During the programme, 1
met a few people who had
previously come to
Somnath during the
Saurashtra-Tamil
Sangamam and had been to
Knshi during the Kashi-
Tamil Sangamam. Their
words of appreciation for
such platforms touched me
and so, I thought of sharing
a few thoughts on this sub
ject

During one of the Mann Ki
Baat programmes, 1 had said
that not learning Tamil is a
major regret of my life
Fortunately, over the last few
years, our Government has
had several opportunities to
further popularise Tamil
culture across India and to
deepen the spirit of 'Ek
Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat!
A prime example of such an
effort is the Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam. In_our ethos,
Sangam or confluence has a
special place. Seen in this
light, the Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam stands out as a
truly distinctive initiative,
one that celebrates the living
unity of India's many tradi-
tions while honouring their
unique identities.

And what can be a better
place than Kashi to host
such a Sangamam. The
same Kashi, which has

remained a civilisational
anchor from time immemo-
rial... where, for thousands
of years, people from all
over have come in search of
knowledge, meaning and
Moksha.

Kashi's connection with
Tamil people and culture is
very deep. It is in Kashi that
Baba Vishwanath resides,
while Tamil Nadu has
Rameswaram. Tenkasi in
Tamil Nadu is known as
Kashi of the south or
Dakshin  Kashi.  Saint
Kumaraguruparar
Swamigal forged a lasting
link between Kashi and
Tamil Nadu through his
spirituality, scholarship
and institution-building.
Mahakavi Subramania
Bharati, one of Tamil
Nadu's greatest sons, found
in Kashi a space of intellec-
tual growth and spiritual
awakening. It was here that
his nationalism deepened,
his poetry sharpened and
his vision of a free, united
India took clearer shape.
There are several such
instances that highlight
this close bond.

The first edition of Kashi-
Tamil Sangamam took

MNe =5

place in 2022. I recall attend-
ing the inauguration pro-
gramme. Scholars, artisans,
students, farmers, writers,
professionals and many oth-
ers from Tamil Nadu trav-
elled to Kashi, Prayagraj
and Ayodhya.

Subsequent editions
expanded the scale and
depth of this effort. The aim
was to keep introducing
fresh themes, innovative
formats and deeper engage-
ment, thus ensuring that
the Sangamam continued to
evolve while remaining
rooted in its core spirit. In
the second edition in 2023,
technology was used on a
larger scale to ensure that
language does not become a
barrier for people. In the
third edition, the focus was
on Indian knowledge sys-
tems. At the same time, aca-
demic discussions, cultural
performances, exhibitions
and interactions witnessed
greater participation.
Thousands of people have
taken part in these events.

The fourth edition of the
Kashi Tamil Sangamam
commenced on 2nd
December 2025. The theme
picked was very interesting

KASHI'S CONNECTION
with Tamil people and cul-
ture is very deep. Itis in
Kashi that Baba
Vishwanath resides, while
Tamil Nadu has .
Rameswaram. Tenkasi in
Tamil Nadu is known as
Kashi of the south or
Dakshin Kashi.

— Tamil Karkalam — Learn
Tamil. It presented a unique
opportunity for people in
Kashi and other parts to
learn the beautiful Tamil
language. Teachers came
from Tamil Nadu and the
students of Kashi had a
very memorable experience!

There. were many other
special events this time.

Tholkappiyam, the
ancient Tamil literary clas-
sic, was fr d into 4

were held. The ey pedition
paid homage to King Adi
Veera Paj-akrama
Pandiyan, the grea! Pandya
ruler who spread the mes-
sage of cultural oneness.
There were exhibitions at
Namo Ghat, academic ses-
sions at Banaras Hindu
University, as well s cultur-
al programmes.

One of the things that
makes me most hap)yy about
the Kashi-Tamil Sarigamam
is the participation of thou-
sands of youngsters. It illus-
trates the passionn among
our Yuva Shakti to deepen
their connect with our
roots. It is a brilliant plat-
form for them to s’howcase
their talent and creativity
during the various cultural
programmes.

In addition to the

Indian languages and 6 for-
eign languages.

A unique event, Sage
Agasthya ‘ehicle
Expedition (SAVE), was
undertaken from Tenkasi to
Kashi. On the way, various
initiatives such as eye
camps, health awareness
camps, digital literacy
camps, among other things,
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efforts have
been made to make ‘the jour-
ney to Kashi memoi-able for
the participants. Thee Indian
Railways operated special
trains to take people from
Tamil Nadu to Uttar
Pradesh. In many railway
stations, particularly in
Tamil Nadu, they were
cheered, and the triin jour-
ney was marked by melodi-

ous songs and conversations.

Here, 1 would also like to
appreciate my sisters and
brothers of Kashi and Uttar
Pradesh for their warmth
and hospitality shown to
the delegates of the various
Kashi-Tamil Sangamams
Several people opened the
doors of their homes for the
guests from Tamil Nadu
The local administration
worked round the clock to
ensure the guests had a
seamless experience. As the
MP from Varanasi. 1 could
not be prouder!

This time, the valedictory
function of the Kashi-Tamil
Sangamam was held in
Rameswaram and it was
graced by the Vice
President of India. Thiru
CP Radhakrishnan Ji. who
is himself a proud son of
Tamil Nadu. He delivered a
very inspiring address.
emphasising India's spiritu-
al greatness and how such
platforms deepen national
integration.

The Kashi Tamil
Sangamam has delivered
meaningful outcomes like
strengthening cultural
understanding. fostering
academic and people-to-peo-

Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat

ple exchanges and creating
lasting bonds between parts
of the country that share a
civilisational ethos. In the
coming times, we want 10
make this platform even
more vibrant. Most impor-
tantly, it has furthered the
spirit.  of ‘'Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat' This
spirit has flourished for
centuries through our fesu-
vals, literature, music, art
cuisine, architecture, sys-
tems of knowledge and

more.

This time of the year is
very auspicious for people
across the length and
breadth of India. People are
enthusiastically marking
various  festivals  like
Sankranti, Uttarayarn.
Pongal, Magh Bihu, which
are, among other things.
associated with the Sun.
nature and farming. These
festivals bring people
together and deepen the
spirit of harmony in our
society. 1 convey my best
wishes for these festivals
and hope they continue to
inspire us to deepen nation-
al unity through our shared
heritage and collective par-
ticipation.
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Over 40K fake NCERT
textbooks seized by
police, three arrested

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Police’s Crime Branch has
busted a well-organised net-
work involved in the print-
ing and supply of counterfeit

| NCERT textbooks with the

arrests of three persons and
seizure of nearly 45,000 fake
books, along with printing
machinery and material

officials said on Saturday.

The crackdown was car-
ried out by the Anti-Robbery
and Snatching Cell (ARSC)
of the Crime Branch, dealing
a major blow to the illegal
trade that the officials said
was operating across multi-
ple states and undermining
the education system.

According to police,
a total of 44,862 coun-
terfeit NCERT textbooks
were seized during raids
conducted in Delhi and
Ghaziabad. Two offset print-
ing-press machines, paper
reels, printing ink and alu-
minium printing plates used
for counterfeiting were also
seized.

The arrested accused
have been identified as
Sumit (35), a resident of
North Chhajjupur in Shah-
dara, Vinod Jain (65), a res-
ident of Preet Vihar, and
Kanishq (32), a resident
of Yamuna Vihar. Police
said the trio was involved
in the storage, printing
and djstriblution of pirated

~ Over 2K
challans
on Jan 16

‘Delhi-
Traffic Police issued 2,175
challans and impounded
23 vehicles 'pg a spe-
cial enforcemen! i
against traffic violati
conducted across six major
locations in the capital, an
officer said on Saturday.
The “zero-tolerance” drive'
was carried out on Janu-
ary 16, simultaneously
at Anand Vihar ISBT, ]
B Tito Azadpur
Mandi Chowk, Teen Murti
Roundabout, Dwarka Mor
on Najafgarh Road and
Bikaner Chowk in Karol
Bagh, he said. AGENCIES

NCERT textbooks.

The action followed spe-
cific intelligence received on
November 10, 2025, about a
godown at Daryaganj alleg-
edly being used to store and
supply counterfeit NCERT
books. Acting on the input,
a Crime Branch team, along
with authorised legal rep-
resentatives of the NCERT
conducted a raid at the
godown. AGENCIES

ﬁ
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Haryana ends age relaxation, makes 6 years
mandatory for Class 1 admissions from the 2026—
27 academic session

TOI Education | Jan 18,2026, 12.42 PM IST

Haryana has formally ended all forms of age relaxation for Class 1
admissions, making completion of six years compulsory from the
2026-27 academic session. The decision aligns the state's
admission framework with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and directions of the Punjab and Haryana high court.

The move is expected to affect thousands of families planning
first-time school admissions, particularly in Gurgaon and other
urban centres, where competition for entry-level seats remains
high and admission timelines are closely tracked by parents.

Rules amended after court interventionThe state government has
amended the Haryana Right to Education Rules, 2011, which
earlier allowed children aged between five and six to be admitted
to Class 1. That provision had triggered recurring confusion and legal disputes during every admission season. In
the Divisha Yadav versus State of Haryana case, the high court criticised the state for endorsing the NEP norm
while continuing with older bylaws and directed it to bring state rules in line with central policy.

Officials clarified that children falling short of the age cut-off will be placed in Balvatika or pre-primary classes
and shifted to Class 1 once they meet eligibility, allowing them to continue with the same peer group.

Private schools outline admission patterns
Explaining seat availability, DPS Gurgaon (Sector 45) pri%ipal Aditi Misra said the school has about 150 pre-
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nursery seats across six sections, with nursery and kindergarten running multiple sections capped at 27-28
students. “Pre-nursery and nursery seats are usually fully occupied, with only a few reserved for transfer cases,”
Misra told the TNN, adding that Class 1 vacancies typically arise due to family relocations. She said draws of lots
are conducted in the presence of parents to ensure transparency.

At Manav Rachna International School, Sector 51, admissions for the upcoming session were released in July. The
school informed parents through its website, app, emails and notice boards. Officials said demand for early years
far exceeds availability, with limited later vacancies due to withdrawals, in conversation with the TNN.

Admission timelines and assessment methods

A similar pattern is seen at DAV School, Sector 49, which follows a point-based system. Principal Charu Maini said
the school received around 600 applications for just over 100 nursery and LKG seats, with distance carrying the
highest weightage. “Admissions to higher classes are conducted through tests, with merit and extracurricular
activities considered, while 10 per cent seats are reserved under the EWS/DG category,” Maini said, quoted by the
TNN.

How Haryana compares nationally

A state-wise snapshot shows Haryana joining several regions enforcing the six-year norm, while others continue
with lower entry ages.

State /UT Minimum age ||Status and notes (2026) Official reference (examples)
for Class 1
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Haryana 6 years Mandatory from 2026-27 academic ||SCERT Haryana, school portals
session; no relaxation permitted

Delhi 6 years Uniform age norm applicable to all edudel.nic.in
schools

Goa 6 years Implemented through the School education.goa.gov.in
Education Bill

Uttar Pradesh 6 years Transition completed upbasiceduboard.gov.in

Bihar 6 years Following NEP framework educationbihar.gov.in

Karnataka 6 years Phased implementation with June 1 |[|SSP Karnataka portal
cut-off

Gujarat 6 years Fully implemented with June Tcut- ||gujarat-education.gov.in
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Maharashtra 6 years Implemented statewide maharashtra.gov.infeducation

Punjab 6 years Pre-primary structure reorganised education.punjab.gov.in

Tamil Nadu Syearsorless |Notaligned with NEP age norm tnedu.gov.in

Kerala 5+ years Lower entry age continues education.kerala.gov.in

Andhra Pradesh 5+ years Not aligned with NEP age ap.gov.infeducation
requirement

Telangana 5years Lower age norm in force tgtwguru.net

Puducherry Syears Lower age norm followed education.py.gov.in

Chhattisgarh Varies Age criteria n%tzstandardised cgeducation.nic.in
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Assam, Jharkhand,
Odisha and others

Mostly 6 years

Largely compliant as per available
data; local verification advised

Respective state education
portals

Education officials reiterated that parents should rely on official notifications while applying to schools under the

revised framework.
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NCERT cracks down on textbook piracy, seizes
32,000 fake books in major Delhi—-NCR raid

TOI Education | Jan 18, 2026, 01.05 PM IST

Acting on specific intelligence inputs, the National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), in coordination with
the Crime Branch of Delhi Police, has assisted in a major
crackdown on textbook piracy, leading to the seizure of around
32,000 pirated NCERT textbooks from an illegal printing facility in
Chaziabad, as per the official release issued by NCERT.The raid,
carried out at a printing unit in Village Jawli, Loni, Ghaziabad, Uttar
Pradesh, exposed a large-scale operation involved in the
unauthorised printing of NCERT textbooks across multiple classes
and subjects, ahead of their circulation in the market.

Intelligence-led operation in Ghaziabad

According to the official NCERT release, the Crime Branch of Delhi Police conducted the raid after developing
inputs during an earlier investigation into copyright violations related to NCERT publications. During the
operation, law enforcement officials recovered thousands of illegally printed textbooks along with two printing
machines, aluminium printing plates, paper rolls and printing ink, pointing to industrial-scale counterfeit
production.

Officials said the presence of heavy printing equipment indicated that the facility was capable of producing and
distributing textbooks in bulk, raising concerns about the extent of piracy in the education supply chain.
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Case linked to earlier FIR

The action was initiated on the basis of intelligence gathered during an earlier case registered by the Crime
Branch of Delhi Police vide FIR No. 336/2025 dated November 11, 2025, as per the official NCERT release. The case
was filed under relevant provisions of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita and the Copyright Act, 1957.

Police sources said further investigation is underway to trace the network involved in the printing, distribution
and sale of pirated textbooks, including possible links to wholesalers and retailers operating in the Delhi-NCR
region.

NCERT publication officials assist police

As stated in the official release issued by NCERT, officials from the council’s Publication Division were present
during the raid and seizure proceedings. They provided technical assistance to the Delhi Police in identifying and
verifying the pirated textbooks, examining printing quality, content accuracy and reproduction patterns to
establish copyright infringement.

NCERT officials have increasingly been working with law enforcement agencies to curb the circulation of
counterfeit educational material, particularly during peak demand periods.

Piracy harms students and education system

NCERT, in its official statement, reiterated that unauthorised printing, distribution or sale of its textbooks is a
punishable offence under law. The council warned that pirated textbooks often contain poor-quality printing,
missing pages and incorrect or outdated content, which can adversely affect students’ learning outcomes.

“Such activities not only violate copyright but also harm students and the education system by circulating

substandard and incorrect content,” the release said.
85
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Advisory to parents and students

NCERT has urged students, parents and schools to purchase textbooks only from authorised sources and official
distribution channels. As per the official release, members of the public have also been encouraged to report
suspected cases of textbook piracy to NCERT or local authorities.

The seizure underscores NCERT's renewed enforcement push against textbook piracy and signals stricter action
against those involved in the illegal reproduction of academic material.
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/Cl'lSlS in education
~ Higher education institutions need -
7 systemic reforms

n an ongoing case relating to student sui-
cides, the Supreme Court of India has issued
nine directions to Central and State govern-
ments. Recognising the massification of higher
education front-ended by privatisation without a
commensurate boost in quality, the Court has ta-
ken note of student distress covering financial,

" social, social injustice and academic issues. The
Court has invoked Article 142 of the Constitution
and seven of the nine directions relate to record-
keeping, reporting, and tracking suicides in high-
er education institutions (HEI) separately. Two
directives order the filling of the posts of Regis-
trars and Vice-Chancellors as well as all vacant fa-
culty positions. Evidently, the Court sees these
steps as critical to student well-being.

- Across India, ground reportage shows that ma-
ny public HEIs, especially universities, report
50% vacancies. The University of Madras is a case
study as it is the premier State-administered HEI
in Tamil Nadu — a State which leads the nation in
enrolment in higher education and with a stellar
record in women’s education. With such a sto-
ried legacy, the university was known for quality
research besides awarding degrees in affiliated
colleges through examinations. Teaching became
an important component in the late 1970s, but in
the last decade, its decline has been pronounced.
No new faculty appointments have been made
and the teaching strength is half of the sanc-
tioned strength. The university’s research com-

- ponent is just about functional. It boasts of
centres for advanced studies such as in philoso-
phy, botany and mathematics, but these are a
shadow of their original selves. Today, the hu-
manities, science-based and social science re-
search focused on Tamil Nadu, that the govern-

- ment can leverage from its public universities,
has been given short shrift. Vice-Chancellor ap-
pointments have been stalled by a recalcitrant
Governor. The ambiguity thrown in by the Court
on the Presidential reference/ on a Governor’s
powers may need to be resolved before Vice-
Chancellor vacancies can be quickly filled. Filling -
faculty positions would have to follow UGC pro-
cess that takes at least six months and a budge-

. tary commitment that may be helped with Union
government support. Availability of qualified fa-
culty can be a hurdle. Corruption and political-
ideological appointments have affected quality
and nieed to be addressed. Although the four-
month schedule prescribed by the Court might
seem daunting, the order is a call to action to ful-
fil the basic requirements of a robust public high-
er education system before goals such as Viksit
Bharat can be seriously aspired for.
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THEY ARE PIVOTINGTO VALUE-CENTRIC EDUCATION D
- STUDYING ABROAD

The country-by-country transformation
Year-on-year percentage growth in student interest

VIKRAM CHAUDHARY _

AS GERMAN Chancellor Friedrich
Merz concluded his visit to India
Tast week, the strengthening of ties
between the two countries was not
merely confined to trade. A quiet
shift is under way in the education
sectoraswell. According to the Leap
Scholar Year-End Report 2024-25,
Indians have become the largest
cohort of international students in
. Germany, numbering nearly
59,000. This shift highlights a
broader transformation in how
Indian aspirantsviewglobal educa-
tion — moving away from tradi-

tional English-speaking countries

towards new destinations.

Germany -

As against traditional destina-
tions such as the US that are tight-
ening visa rules or increasing
tuition fees, most German public
universities remain tuition-free.
Arnav Kumar, co-founder of Leap,
said that students incur only about
$1,500 in administrative charges
for a full two-year programme in
Germany. The report estimates the
cost of a degree in Germany at just

%10-201akh —afraction of the cost -
in the US or UK. “This financial

advantage, combined withan 18-
month post-study job-seeking visa
anda path to permanent residency,
makes Germany a top choice for
STEM aspirants,” Kumar said.“With
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Europe’s largest economy facing
critical skilled labour shortage in
technology, the transition from
classroom to career is smoother
than ever for Indian graduates.”

The UAE

The Leap report noted that the
United Arab Emirates (UAE) has
emerged asanother destination for
Indian students, recording a huge
55x growth in interest.“By estab-
lishing free zones to host interna-
tional branch campuses, the UAE
has positioned itselfasa global edu-
cation hub,” the report noted. “For
students targeting post-study

employment within the Middle 8

East, the region is the right entry
point. For Indian families, the geo-

graphic proximity — it's justa 3-4
hours flight — and cultural famil-
iarity providealevel of comfortthat
most traditional Western destina-
tions maylack. f

New Zealand

New Zealand, technicallyaWest-
ern nation but lying towards the
east of India, saw a 30x surge in
interest from Indian students. Its

‘Green List’ for critical skills such as -

engineering and health offers a
streamlined residency pathway,

while its post-study wark visa /
allows graduates to work in the '

country for up to three years.
tion fees in New Zealand are in

e $20,000-30,000 range —
although expensive compared to

India, but less than in the US or UK.

Kumarsaid thereappears tobea
fundamental change in Indian stu-
dents’mindset.“Over 85% of appli-
cants now prioritise post-study
careeradvancementoveracademic
credentials alone — such as the
global ranking and brand of the
host institution — and 68% of stu-
dents cite affordability as their top
concern;’hesaid.“As the global edu-
cation landscape continues to
evolve, Indian students are proving
to be more intentional and ROI-
focused than ever. Whetherit is the
techhubs of Germany or the emerg-
ing campuses in the UAE and New
Zealand, the message is clear: the
modern Indian student is nolonger

~ justdreaming; sheis calculating’
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Schools to appoint two counsellors
from next academic session: CBSE

Sanjay Maurya
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Schools affiliated to
the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE) will have to
appoint two professional counsel-
lors to ensure socio-emotional
well-being of students as well as
to provide them career guidance,
the board announced in a circular
on Monday, in a move that comes
amid a surge in students suicide
linked to academic pressure.

Ina circular, CBSE said its gov-

erning body has amended the

board’s affiliation bye-laws,
_replacing the provision that
allowed a single counsellor and
wellness. teacher to handle all
counselling duties. The board has

ONE COUNSELLOR
WILL FOCUS ON
SOCIO-EMOTIONAL
WELL-BEING OF
STUDENTS, OTHER
WILL PROVIDE
CAREER GUIDANCE

mandated schools to maintain a
1:500 counsellor-to-students ratio.

“Earlier, there was only one
type of counsellor who handled
both social-emotional issues and
career guidance duties. Now, we
have introduced two distinct
roles—a ‘Counselling & Wellness
Teacher (Socio-Emotional Coun-
sellor)’ anda ‘Career Counsellor’

91

— each with clearly defined edu-
cational qualifications,” CBSE
secretary Himanshu Gupta said.

The 1:500 counsellor-to-student
ratio “is in line with global stan-
dards and will allow schools to
focus more effectively on students’
social-emotional well-being as well
as provide structured guidance for
mreer—relate‘iiqt]]u eries,” he added.

Schools will be required to
adhere to these norms from the
next academic year, Gupta said.

Welcoming the decision, Jyoti
Arora, principal of Mount Abu
School, Delhi, said: “This move
will help schools address mental
health concerns proactively while

" also guiding students through

evolving career pathways ina rap-
idlychanginggloba_l context”
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Shifting priorities: The evolving dynamics o
choosing a school

Parents in India are shifting school choices away from traditional boards and exams. New
priorities focus on holistic development and future readiness. Policy reforms like the Nation
Education Policy 2020 encourage multidisciplinary learning. Alternative school models are
gaining popularity. Universities seek more than just marks. Parents now seek schools that

foster critical thinking and real-world connections.
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By Dr Tristha Ramamurthy

India’s education system has traditionally prioritized boards and
examinations. For years, parents chose schools based on board

performance, secure academic streams, and exam results.

This traditional framework no longer adequately reflects the decisions
92
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parents currently face. The
purpose and promise of
education are now subject
to greater scrutiny, and
school choice is being
redefined by emerging

priorities.

In cities like Bangalore,
parents are making school

choices in a changing

context. This significant,
though uneven, shift is
driven by policy reforms, evolving careers, and a deeper focus on

educational outcomes.

Advt

At the policy level, the transformation is evident. The National

Education Policy 2020 has introduced reforms that were previously

considered unattainable. It advocates for multidisciplinary learning,
flexible subject selection, and a deliberate departure from rigid

academic divisions.

Boards have begun to reflect this intent through reforms that reduce the

pressure of single high-stakes exaggs and introduce more choice and
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flexibility in assessment. The message is clear. Exams still matter, but
they are no longer meant to define a child’s entire academic identity.
This policy environment has created room for schools to innovate and for
parents to question long-held assumptions about what a “good”

education looks like.

O EVENT EVENT EVENT
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Summit 2026 India's education EDRXT Sumr
oo s India's education ¢ s
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Holiday Inn Zirakpur, Chandigarh CONRAD, BENGALURU NE!
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Holiday Inn Zirakpur, Chandigarh CONRAD, BENGALURU NE!
Register Now Register Now Regist

The impact of this shift is most visible among parents of younger
children. Families with children in pre-primary and primary years are far
more experimental than previous generations. In Bangalore, especially,

alternative school models are no longer seen as risky detours.

Nature-based learning, Montessori-inspired environments, project-based

schools, and hybrid models are now mainstream options. Homeschooling

and micro-schooling are also growing, motivated by a desire for

personalized learning and flexibility.

For many parents, the early years are no longer about academic
acceleration. They are about curiosity, emotional security, language,
social confidence, and a genuine love for learning. At this stage, boards

feel distant, and in many cases, intentionally so.
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This rethinking of school education is also being shaped by what lies
beyond it. Undergraduate education has expanded dramatically. Design,
liberal arts, environmental studies, data science, entrepreneurship, and
interdisciplinary programmes are now credible pathways. Universities

are increasingly looking for more than marks.

As aresult, parents are asking whether a school will allow their child to
explore interests, take intellectual risks, and build depth over time.
Board choice, once a default decision, is now being evaluated through

this lens.

Yet with more options has come more confusion. Parents today are
surrounded by advice, much of it contradictory. Conversations are
shaped by personal experiences, peer networks, coaching narratives, and
social media impressions. Schools are evaluated on perception rather

than practice.

Fear plays a quiet but powerful role, particularly around transition points
such as Class §, 9, or 11. Many families worry about making an irreversible

mistake, even though the system itself is becoming more flexible.

Parents are increasingly prioritizing skills over content, experience over
achievement, and confidence over compliance. They want schools where

children learn how to think, not jyst what to remember. Where learning
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connects to the real world and values are embedded in daily practice.

Choosing a school has never been easy. But today, it is no longer a purely
academic or transactional decision. Parents are viewing schools as
spaces of alignment, with their beliefs about childhood, success, well-

being, and the future their children will inherit.

In that sense, the conversation around boards and admissions is no longer
just about outcomes but recognising schools that build strong, capable

learners.

Dr Tristha Ramamurthy is the Founder Ekya schools and Provost CMR

University.

DISCLAIMER: The views expressed are solely of the author and
ETEDUCATION does not necessarily subscribe to it. ETEDUCATION
will not be responsible for any damage caused to any person or

organisation directly or indirectly.
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Inclusive and Equitable Education Central to the vision
of Viksit Bharat: Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan inaugurates the Inclusive Education
Summit 2026 in New Delhi

Posted On: 21 JAN 2026 7:18PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, today inaugurated the 3-day
Inclusive Education Summit 2026, organized by the Department of School Education
& Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education, from January 21 to 23, 2026, in New Delhi.
On the occasion, he also inaugurated the Exhibition, which is displaying the latest
technology-enabled assistive devices for Children with Special Needs (CwSN).

Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL; Shri Dinesh Prasad Saklani, Director, NCERT; Dr. Mallika Nadda,
Chairperson, Special Olympics Bharat and senior officials from the Ministry of Education, NCERT, national

institutions, and other stakeholders were present on the occasion.
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Speaking on the occasion, Shri Pradhan stated that the Inclusive Education Summit has been organised with the
objective of reinforcing the national commitment to inclusive education. He emphasised that inclusive education
is not confined to any single scheme but represented a collective resolve to ensure dignity, equal opportunity, and
a self-reliant future for every child. Reiterating the vision of the Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi of ‘Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’, he underlined that the foundation of a Viksit Bharat can be laid through
education that is equitable, sensitive, and inclusive. He noted that the expansion of disability categories from six

to twenty-one reflects this inclusive approach.

He further highlighted the importance of early identification of learning challenges such as dyslexia and
dyscalculia, and stressed that inclusive education is not the responsibility of schools or families alone, but a shared
responsibility of society as a whole. He added that this collective approach, rooted in equal opportunity, dignity,

and participation, will pave the way towards achieving a Viksit Bharat.

The Union Minister walked through the exhibition showcasing assistive products, solutions, and smart
technologies at the Inclusive Education Summit. He expressed appreciation for the innovative and world-class
solutions developed by Indian start-ups to make education more inclusive and to address the diverse needs of

Children with Special Needs (CwSN) and Persons with Disabilities (PwDs).
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He emphasised that ensuring dignity, accessibility, and equal opportunities for the Divyang population is a
collective responsibility. He also underlined the need for continued efforts through enabling laws, accessible

infrastructure, inclusive policies, and sustained innovation to realise the vision of Viksit Bharat.

While addressing, Shri Sanjay Kumar said that the National Education Policy 2020 envisages an inclusive
education system that ensures no child is out of school, with a clear goal of achieving 100 per cent gross
enrolment at the secondary level by 2030. He emphasised that inclusion goes beyond access, and that every child
who enters the education system must experience meaningful learning outcomes, feel safe, develop socially, and
be supported through early identification and timely intervention for any specific learning disabilities , particularly
during the foundational years, adding that this vision can be realised only through a whole-of-society and
government approach. Empathy for all must be inculcated in all our children and teachers so we are sensitive to

different needs of all.

The Summit aims to strengthen policies, practices, and innovations for inclusive education for Children with
Special Needs (CwSN) in alignment with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016. Conceptualised as a collective platform for reflection and learning, the
Summit brings together policymakers, national institutions, States and Union Territories, education boards,
experts, civil society organisations, start-ups, and industry partners to share best practices, showcase innovations,

and chart future pathways for inclusive education in India.

The context setting for the Summit was done by Smt. A. Srija, Economic Advisor, Department of School
Education and Literacy (DoSEL). She outlined that the Summit brings together stakeholders to strengthen
collective efforts towards building an education system that works for every child and addresses the continuum of
inclusive education from early identification and learning to participation, skills, and livelihoods. It also covered
discussions with school boards on inclusive assessment and examination accommodations, as well as

deliberations on skill development and employment pathways for Children with Special Needs (CwSN).
99
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Focus Areas of the Summit
The three-day Summit is structured around key thematic areas:

Day 1: Leveraging Digital Technology and Assistive Devices for Inclusive Education

The first day will focus on the role of digital technologies and assistive devices in improving access, participation,
and learning outcomes for CwSN. Innovative solutions addressing visual, hearing, locomotor, intellectual, and
multiple disabilities will be showcased through live demonstrations and exhibitions by start-ups, research

institutions, and national organisations.

Day 2: Inclusive Education Pathways — National Models, Tools & Trainings

The second day will highlight major national initiatives and capacity-building measures, including:

» PRASHAST 2.0, the upgraded disability screening and tracking tool integrated with UDISE+
» Teacher training and sensitisation of teaching and non-teaching staff for inclusive classrooms
» Strengthening of Resource Rooms and Resource Centres through proposed national guidelines

» Promotion of inclusive sports and vocational education pathways for CwSN

Deliberations will involve representatives from the Ministry of Education, NCERT, Rehabilitation Council of
India (RCI), Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD), Department of Sports, and

other national institutions.

Day 3: Specific Learning Disabilities, Neurodiversity, and Future Avenues for CwSN

The final day will focus on Specific Learning Disabilities (SLD) and the broader spectrum of neurodiversity,
addressing issues related to identification, curriculum adaptation, pedagogy, assessment, and board-level
provisions. Discussions will also explore remedial education, skill development, and education-to-employment
pathways, with participation from education boards andjjgy@vate sector stakeholders.
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The Inclusive Education Summit aims to:

» Strengthen policy and practice for inclusive education

» Promote the adoption of assistive technologies and digital tools
» Build teacher capacity and institutional readiness

» Enhance inter-sectoral collaboration

» Identify future directions for education-to-employment pathways for CwSN
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Vikrant Massey calls for more creative approaches in Indian
classrooms

Actor Vikrant Massey met Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan for an in-depth
discussion on strengthening Bharatiya Bhasha in the education system, with a focus on early
childhood education, nurturing creativity, and promoting critical thinking in classrooms.
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Vikrant Massey, Dharmendra Pradhan exchange ideas on innovation and creativity in education (X/@dpradhanbjp)
India Today Education Desk &

@ New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 21, 2026 10:04 IST

Actor Vikrant Massey recently met with Union Minister for Education Dharmendra Pradhan
for an engaging and forward-looking conversation on strengthening India’s education
system through the promotion of Bharatiya Bhasha.

Their discussion focused on nurturing creativity, critical thinking, and cultural rootedness
among students, underscoring the importance of integrating India’s linguistic and cultural
heritage into modern learning spaces.

The interaction reflected a growing convergence between the creative arts and public
policymaking. highlighting how collaboration across sectors can play a key role in
empowering young minds and shaping more inclusive, vibrant classrooms.
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A CONVERSATION ROOTED IN CULTURE AND EDUCATION

Sharing moments from the meeting on Instagram, Vikrant Massey described the

interaction as insightful, productive, and empowering. The actor also praised Dharmendra

Pradhan’s strong commitment to promoting Bharatiya Bhasha and his efforts to inspire
young people across the country to stay connected to their cultural roots.

we  SOUrCE on Goagle
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"Thank you for being so open and allowing the space to share some ideas that would make

our classrooms more vibrant and interactive," Massey wrote, adding that the discussion
focused on making education more engaging and inclusive.

DHARMENDRA PRADHAN APPLAUDS VIKRANT MASSEY'S PASSION

Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan also shared his thoughts on the meeting via X,
praising the actor's genuine interest in education and early childhood development.
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Delighted to meet popular actor and a powerhouse of
talent, Vikrant Massey.

Insightful exchange of ideas on fostering creativity and
critical thinking from early childhood through Bharatiya
Bhasa. Glad to see young achievers like Vikrant passionate
about contributing to the Show more
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1/22/26, 8:45 AM Vikrant Massey, Dharmendra Pradhan discuss innovation and creative approaches in education - India Today
He further lauded Massey for his willingness to contribute ideas that could help
strengthen culturally rooted and inclusive learning environments.

Vikrant Massey's meeting with Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan underscores the
evolving role of artists in shaping conversations beyond cinema, particularly in education
and cultural identity.

As the actor continues to make strides both on-screen and off-screen, his engagement
with national issues and upcoming cinematic ventures reflects a career that balances
creative excellence with social consciousness.
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NDMC and Smile Train roll out

“cleft awareness drive in schools ;2 sanwesy

ANAMTA FATIMA

NEW DELHI: The New Delhi
Municipal Council (NDMC),
in collaboration with Smile
Train India, on Tuesday
launched a cleft awareness
programme across NDMC
schools, marking a focused
effort to integrate child health
education with inclusivity and
early medical intervention.
The initiative began at Atal
Adarsh Vidyalaya, Sangli Mess,
where nearly 170 students
participated in an interactive
awareness session.

The programme aligns with
NDMC’s broader child health,
school health and maternity
welfare initiatives, under which
regular medical examinations
and follow-up care are already
institutionalised. Officials said
schools play a crucial role in
identifying health concerns
early and ensuring timely refer-
rals through established health

%

systems. Speaking to the, Anjali
Katoch, Head of Communica-
tions and Business Develop-
ment, Smile Train India, said
cleft lip and palate a congeni-
tal condition affecting nearly
one in 700 children is com-
pletely treatable if addressed
at the right time. “Early sur-
geryand follow-up care such as
speech therapy can ensure that
children born with a cleft lead
healthy and confident lives.
Awareness of treatment time-
lines is critical,” she said.
Katoch highlighted that
cleft is not just a medical con-

dition but also a social issue,
as children often face stigma
and isolation due to facial dif-
ferences. To address this, Smile
Trains school programme,
ABCs of Change, uses story-
telling to foster empathy and
inclusion. Students were intro-
duced to ‘Smiles That Shine; a
five-book series guiding teach-
ers and families on awareness
and kindness. The initiative
complements NDMC's school
health scheme, with follow-up
support and free cleft treatment
available through over 150
partner hospitals nationwide.
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Ministry of Education

Vo
Azadiy,
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Deliberations continue on strengthening inclusive
education pathways for Children with Special Needs
as experts share insights on Day 2 of the Inclusive
Education Summit 2026

Posted On: 22 JAN 2026 8:48PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education, continued the
deliberations on strengthening inclusive education for Children with Special Needs (CwSN) on the second
day of the Inclusive Education Summit 2026, being held from 21-23 January 2026 at The Lalit, New Delhi.
The Summit is being organised in alignment with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the Rights
of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, with an objective of fostering equitable, accessible and

learner-centric education systems across the country.
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THREE-DAY
INCLUSIVE EDUCATION SUMMIT
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The 2nd day of the Summit focused on “Inclusive Education Pathways”, highlighting key national
initiatives, digital tools, teacher capacity-building frameworks and inter-sectoral collaboration to strengthen
inclusive education ecosystems. The proceedings were attended by Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL;
Ms. A. Srija, Economic Advisor, DoSEL and senior officials from DoSEL, Ministry of Education, along
with representatives from national institutions, States/UTs and partner organisations.

113

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2217448&reg=3&lang=1 1/4



1/23/26, 9:00 AM Press Release:Press Information Bureau

The day commenced with a contextual overview by Ms. Ira Singhal, Deputy Secretary, DoSEL, who
introduced PRASHAST 2.0, the revamped disability screening tool. She emphasized that PRASHAST 2.0
marks a significant step towards early identification, systematic screening and timely support for CwSN,
enabling evidence-based planning and targeted interventions at the school level. Mr. Ram Singh, Joint
Director, DoSEL, presented key data on enrolment of CwSN across schools, underscoring the importance of
data-driven decision-making in strengthening inclusive education policies and practices. Mr. Prabhat Mishra,
Joint Director, National Informatics Centre (NIC), DoSEL, provided a live demonstration of PRASHAST
2.0, showcasing its digital features, integration with UDISE+ and functionalities for efficient screening, data
capture, tracking and monitoring of CwSN.
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State-level initiatives were presented by representatives from Andhra Pradesh and West Bengal, highlighting
context-specific and scalable models of inclusive education. Dr. Sandhya Rai, Director, SCERT and Mr.
Sukanto Goswami, Inclusive Education Coordinator, West Bengal, shared practices focusing on early
identification through PRASHAST and child-centric interventions delivered through strengthened resource
room support systems. Mr. Srinivas Rao, State Project Director, Samagra Shiksha, Andhra Pradesh,
showcased the establishment of 125 Autism Support Centres, describing them as a transformative step
towards empowering children with autism through inclusive education.

The session on special education reforms was addressed by Mr. Ashish Thakare, Member Secretary,
Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI), who highlighted RCI’s ongoing initiatives to strengthen professional
standards, training and regulatory frameworks in special education, reaffirming RCI’s commitment to
inclusive and accessible education for all learners.

Teacher education and pedagogy formed a key focus area during the day. Dr. Sharad Sinha, Professor &
Head, Department of Teacher Education, NCERT, presented a structured 8-module framework aimed at
mainstreaming inclusive pedagogy in teacher education programmes, stressing the shift from access to
achievement for all learners. Prof. Akhilesh Mishra, Chairperson, NIOS, highlighted NIOS initiatives
towards universalisation of school education through accessible e-content, flexible admission and
examination systems and the Inclusive Education Policy for Open Schooling (2022). Prof. Pankaj Arora,
Chairman, NCTE, emphasized the integration of inclusive education into the foundational curricular
framework of teacher education and the role of the National Mentoring Mission in supporting inclusive
practices.

Ms. Richa Chauhan and Ms. Kalash Kaushal, Special Olympics Bharat, highlighted initiatives promoting
sports for children with intellectual and developmental disabilities, underscoring the organisation’s role as
India’s national sports federation advancing inclusion through nationwide programmes. Mr. David Abalsom,
Honorary General Secretary, Indian Blind Sports Association, spoke on sports for children with visual
impairment, emphasizing sports as a means to build confidence, independence, mobility and equal
opportunities for visually impaired children.

Dr. Shilpa Manogna, Associate Professor, DEGSN, NCERT, highlighted the strengthening of inclusive
education through the development of existing resource centres and the establishment of new resource
centres and resource rooms, which will better support learners with diverse needs. Ms. Amita Tandon,
Education Specialist, UNICEF, emphasized the importance of disability-inclusive language, noting that
inclusive communication plays a critical role in shaping attitudes, reducing stigma and enabling meaningful
inclusion. Prof. Bharti Kaushik, CIET, NCERT, highlighted the role of PM e-Vidya ISL Channel 31 in
building an inclusive learning community and showcased “Kitaab Ek, Padhe Anek”, developed using
Universal Design for Learning (UDL), enabling a single textbook to offer multiple, accessible learning
pathways.

The day concluded with an Open House discussion with States and Union Territories, enabling experience-
sharing and collaborative problem-solving. The deliberations during the second day of Inclusive Education
Summit reinforced the objectives of strengthening policy and practice, promoting assistive technologies and
digital innovations, building institutional readiness and identifying future pathways linking education, sports
and employment for children with special needs.
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Ministry of Finance
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Government of India and Republic of Korea
conduct Signing of Exchange of Notes for
NCERT’s Technical Cooperation project titled
"Strengthening Vocational Education and Training
in Mechatronics in India" with KOICA

Tfafy fafd: 22 JAN 2025 7:12PM by PIB Delhi

The Government of India and the Republic of Korea conducted signing of Exchange of Notes for the
Technical Cooperation Project titled ‘Strengthening Vocational Education and Training in Mechatronics
in India’, on 20™ January 2025, in New Delhi. The project will be implemented in collaboration with
Korea International Cooperation Agency (KOICA) of Government of Republic of Korea. This is the first
project being implemented with assistance of KOICA in India.
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The signees were Ms. Manisha Sinha, Additional Secretary, Department of Economic Affairs, Ministry
of Finance, for Government of India and H.E. Mr. Lee Seong-ho, Ambassador of Republic of Korea to
India for the for the Republic of Korea.

The Project, which spans over two years, aims to establish a basis of vocational education and training in
mechatronics in India and will be implemented by NCERT at the Regional Institute of Education (RIE),
Bhopal, where it will help build environment to pilot education in mechatronics by preparing curriculum,
textbooks, teacher’s manual and equipment. The project will help build capacity of teachers in
mechatronics while also facilitating networking between industry and RIE, Bhopal.

Republic of Korea was designated as India’s Official Development Assistance (ODA) partner for
development cooperation in October, 2016. The bilateral relationship between the two countries was
upgraded to ‘Special Strategic Partnership’ in the year 2015. Signing of the exchange of notes for the
NCERT project will further consolidate and strengthen the Special Strategic Partnership between India
and the Republic of Korea.

skkskk
NB/KMN
(RefieT Mg Et: 2095225) T Ued : 1730
33 fagfta &t 37 Hrwisif # Ug: Urdu , &=

117

https://www.pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2095225&reg=3&lang=2 2/2


https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2095238
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=2095248

«7d Hizo

ZTEEH

23 oIAad 202¢,

65 STEET - 1

TEa SR 9 B.Ed &t o 31

Bhupender.Sharma
@tlrnesoﬁndia com

a7s oot : %@ ¥ BEA [| =
fefurE w7 TR A A
et wm % for 31 Sl A |

w1 o o T S 28 I
2018 # NCTE %t 3R ¥ S™

;d*a

qi
Wb
Sl

i
¥ | ! i | '

fefrReT 3 HR T FEE §Y

¥| 3R 39 79 fif 7 3 W
Fod T g feener e
T (NIOS) Wéd W 6 HEH
% forst Bl % oI ST & S
A I T FE W W AR
T I H R

NCTE % <R+ W. u&s
¥Re F Fe & F NCTE F
AR i A 28 I 2018

J TFT 11 ARG 2023 W AW HE

i A ¥ S & v P

Hue fei arer e SR F U
W e B §, 31 & e we
Tt I B | TE Wi fh uw
TR ¥ fe @ & i T A =
T ® Y e Tw e
e foturs WEEd e @

wm%fmﬁﬁ%ﬁmﬂa&ﬂ

eGP S HEAF
g5 NCTE 3R NIOS
Ay
FRaM PRl

l@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁﬂ

deiembmed,

90 it ERR
|| oot wwead

75%%@?3@ : .

- He |

fiyg 3 = 6 S0l % 69281 t'mm*mwﬁw

T S Al e A et w

¥ for Forem e 21 2W A

Fia 1 o WA e il €
NS T TR AR 1T
Frd siteme feeu v A A
BT | TTEE SIfSA ol 2
T TR =9 & T 90 HRE
B S Bri |

118

;a9 Zbléilaﬂ?l

8 e 2024
ﬁ&mﬁwﬁ?maﬁﬂ
Wthﬁmmm

‘mﬁﬂﬁqﬁ'&ﬂéﬁﬁtﬁf
P




IR @I =1 313 fd1erd ol o134

et t 7 7 s 1 TR @ ) 30 A ) e @ b T 21 v o 3t ol U 9 O S

R, @0 % 39 aR & 3t 2 2 5 3, R 9 e 0B ) v o e 5 g fooal 3100 £

#Ad fis
= 7 9 FE 5EE 593 w vmevs 1A
A FEEAE AT
ek o ko] I A
wei7e B F orfs ameead
EWTAET I o
FRALIPEIE T A b i fe
éﬁiaﬁrmmiamtlﬁﬁaﬁmim
THRCWE I w5
F[FA % 0 i 2 A 53 7
HA P ITe i e T s aw
w.nnaﬁmm#mw
3 B2 74 3 B 71 73 7 a 5 e e = B
'ﬁﬁwinﬂzmﬁmmp%z&aé
t,#ﬁmwurwa'aafz%&mmﬁ
At AT S E Ty a5 ot §
A daes o 3w b
ﬁmaﬁéﬁzhﬁm&aa’mmmm
t;wnkﬁmzﬁﬁ#ﬁah—%ﬁmﬁﬁw
%mmﬁ??nmm#mamtm
w#mmﬁ%naﬁmﬁﬁbﬁﬁmq&
FEA, VA, TEA H 5 , TEg,
#ﬂmﬂv-*mmammmmtna
Mﬁwmmtﬁswmziaan
mmﬁwzﬁwwwﬁmmm
ﬂtzwwﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁwm
¥ = E T, W wH, W T, s ol
R 3 T o e A, A e et e e
m’waﬂ,ﬁqﬁmsmuahm%m
'ﬁﬂwmlmmm%mmaﬁ‘hﬁmmaﬁ,
= e A a4
ﬂi”ﬂﬁméﬁanumaﬁm
W A ) e 2

FraiE W A e e e, fm e aw
P 2, '»z:!azzi%m&mﬁa&aaaziaazéz&a%
daa kot - R 7 3 dieF g A b
ﬁWﬁmﬁMammﬁmmﬁ%én

mﬁahmm%ﬁsmw
it ugral, ol ave, Rrar 3y nger
IG5l Fa meddesar ot 33 3 o) B
el 3 fenell & a1 o, Ruswor ot
01O TR ol o 2t sn 22 2,
o 2 221 & 2 oL, s st et
AE Alall A 221 & R 151 nenafsms @
IS ool B DY w23 ¥ 3wy B
A2, az1 35 suré ¥ e Risis )
B 21 310 1 28 Bty dad Yoo
aﬂmmmﬂm&mm}w
DA Agra Dt aAfefaf e 33y off
FIRGID UM ) 3o oyl 2

o 2, 3 6 I as

, ¥ 378, 7 8 v v wm ey
gﬁgélaﬁﬁaﬁ%m:am?s
mﬁmiﬁaﬁﬁ?mam%maﬁ,sﬁ
g 7 o = T £ T Tty A e s
#1373 § 7% 8 W, Tl T T 5 R o
Mémmmnﬁﬁaﬁmmi{;za
s eI TR eI T e
TR EA AR E s d tms =
15, @ o o B To T, o wmE s
Tz W A T B T Rl R s
mmmﬁm%mﬁmﬁ-
T ¢ A =8 4, T, B, viiem @ -
= T gl F aml = R a2

R ok R R R S ——
7, w5 S B R 319 T T wwet =
e pEmi s ST s s i = =
TR TEE S I AT S i a @t =
mmn?ﬁﬁﬁiﬁm%hﬁwrﬁz?
Eibbihoduaak sk oL TR TS s sy Sl
gw%MMWéiz‘Imaiﬁﬁ?—

7 PR T S s o, 3 el i
R 20 81 R g iy e

g = TR TR i s
W e e

. L] f5=
“W%“iwn*'hﬁuém;q::;ﬁ

TR, T WS ART IR W e

TR Tvew i tast .




T T § aree, T
e iy (@Edt) 2020,
FIT G FFT frw

YRT 2047 F1 FoTF foamT Fr
159 87 53T § 30
sﬂﬁgwmqaé;?m
T T At

WER F TITT F7 T T
a3 TAH F 150 e 3

« | T &2 W & 1

5O T T YT TACT: Fa wghy T A
et a‘éménsoaﬁmwm-mwwvﬁaﬁmaﬁmm
qﬁ.m&ammmm%ﬁa‘amﬁa%mﬂMWél

-m@ﬁm%mmaﬂm}mm:m
ﬁmﬁﬂém%mmaﬁaﬁmmnmm

| e w2
ST Sl 1w <o % veet fefree T F) 2@ !

120

ot el 3
;‘% :“amﬂig‘
% o « Bl A
w7 FE W S
foredl 5 A FAH
e el | ! & S A
Wﬁmm*mm‘
i 7 A g 3 o d

St AgrSier ot e #5172

-mﬁw:yﬁﬁi&a&zﬁﬁqﬁ,mw&:ﬁmﬂa- 3t
, SR, S -wwiR S e
F1 g & At e A et iR St ¥ e & 350 ¥ Ft wietw faeit

amwaﬂ,ﬁﬁw




—— T T e T T T T T T T T Frrrerrmrr o ormrrrrrrrrrrrrss s eee e T —

'National Handwriting Day: _ g
Is the pen losing to the pixel? pis

f,a,ﬁe— i

BISWAL

There was a time when handwriting was not
merely read but felt-when the curve of a letter, the
pressure of a stroke, and the rhythm of ink on
paper revealed character, care, and conviction.
From the elegant scripts of ancient manuscripts
to Mahatma Gandhi's restrained yet resolute
letters, handwriting carried meanings that extend-
ed beyond words. In today's screen-driven age,
however, this deeply human expression appears
to be fading, raising a vital question: is the pen
finally losing to the pixel?

Once a marker of education and identity,
handwriting now faces an existential challenge.
Keyboards, touchscreens, and voice-to-text tools
have quietly replaced pen and paper in class-
rooms, offices, and homes. Instant messaging and
digital documentation prioritise speed over
reflection, leaving handwriting confined to cere-
monial uses or personal nostalgia.

Yet the story of handwriting is inseparable from
the story of civilisation. Long before digital
memory, humanity relied on written symbols to
preserve knowledge and govern societies. In India,
palm-leaf manuscripts in Brahmi,

Sy e e e t

rhythm in an otherwise accelerated world. Unlike
fleeting digital messages, handwritten words carry
permanence and emotional weight. |

Socially, handwriting conveys sincerity. A hand-
written letter or note communicates intention and
warmth that no emoji can replace. In an'era of
automated replies and Artificial Intelligence-
generated text, handwritten communication
stands out as authentic and deeply personal.

The digital tide, however, continues to rise.
Children encounter tablets before pencils, exam-
inations move online, and signatures are increas-
ingly replaced by biometrics. Artificial Intelligence
can now generate articulate text within seconds,
raising concems that future generations may rarely
write by hand.

But what is lost when handwriting disap-
pears? Beyond skill, we risk losing reflection, cul-
tural continuity, and ownership of thought.
India's linguistic diversity-expressed through
scripts such as Hindi, Odia, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu,
and Urdu-is sustained through handwriting. If
these scripts fade from daily use, cul-

Devanagari, and regional scripts safe-
guarded philosophy, medicine, astron-
omy, and epics across centuries.
Writing by hand was not only function-
al but sacred-an act of transmission
across generations.

Even technological revolutions of the past did
not erase handwriting. The advent of printing
expanded access to knowledge but did not
diminish the importance of handwritten corre-
spondence, education, or administration. From
royal decrees to personal diaries, handwritten
words shaped history, law, and culture. The
Constitution of India itself began as a handwrit-
ten document, reflecting the gravity and perma-
nence of the ideas it enshrined.

Modern neuroscience reinforces what tradition
long understood. Writing by hand activates mul-
tiple areas of the brain simultaneously, improv-
ing memory, comprehension, and creativity.
Children who learn handwriting early often
demonstrate stronger language skills and deeper
conceptual understanding. The physical act of
forming letters creates neural connections that
typing cannot fully replicate.

Handwriting also offers psychological benefits.
Journalling by hand is widely used to manage
stress, anxiety, and emotional trauma. The tactile
intimacy of pen and paper provides a calming

EibIeEg[]ioncer

§3EEYTI Digital styluses, e-ink tablets, and

tural memory itself is threatened.
Encouragingly, revival efforts persist.

hybrid tools now allow handwriting
to coexist with technology. More importantly, ini-
tiatives that promote letter writing continue to
nurture this tradition.

Handwriting may no longer dominate commu-
nication, but it continues to shape how we
connect — with ourselves, with others, and with
history. In a world racing towards digital unifor-
mity, the handwritten word stands as a quiet rebel-
lion, a deeply human act in an increasingly auto-
mated age. As long as there are ideas that
demand depth, emotions that seek tenderness,
and stories that deserve remembrance, handwrit-
ing will endure — not as an obsolete skill, but as
an authentic expression of the human spirit.

On this International Handwriting Day, let us
preserve it not out of nostalgia, but because it nur-
tures what makes us human. Slow, imperfect, and
deeply personal, handwriting is not a relic of the
past-itis a reservoir of meaning, identity, and soul.

. dailypioneer
e @TheDailyPioneer

@ dailypioneer

The author, a senior
joumalist
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

NCERT offers 24-week free online Sociology
course with certificate on SWAYAM: Here is what

school students should know

TOI Education | Jan 23,2026, 01.53 PM IST

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT), in association with SWAYAM under the Government of
India initiative, has launched a course on ‘Sociology’ for school-
level students that can be accessed online without charge. The
course has 24 weeks of study content to familiarize the student
with basic concepts in sociology.

Open to school students, the course aims to move learners
beyond common-sense views of society and develop a
sociological way of thinking. The enrollment for the programme
started on September 22, 2025, and conclude on March 6, 2026.
Students who successfully complete the final assessment with
the required score will be awarded a course completion certificate

Froa Onling Coursos offored by
HCERT on SWAYAM

by SWAYAM.

What the Sociology course aims to teach

The introductory Sociology course focuses on helping students understand what sociology is and how
sociologists study society. Learners will be introduced to&@e sociological perspective, which encourages

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/education/news/ncert-offers-24-week-free-online-sociology-course-with-certificate-on-swayam-here-is-what-school-students-should-know/articleshowprint/127252834.cms
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guestioning ideas that are often taken for granted in everyday life. The course explains how sociology differs from
common sense by using concepts, theories, and research methods to understand social reality.
Within the initial courses, students are encouraged to understand the concept of society used in the course. Also,
students are expected to become familiar with the area or subject matter of sociology. Later on, students are able
to learn key terms used in the study that help explain the behavior of human beings. Students will also be able to
understand how society affects individuals.

Detailed syllabus and course structure

The course is divided into five chapters, each covering key areas of sociology.
Chapter 1looks at sociology and society, defining the discipline and explaining its relevance.

Chapter 2 deals with social groups and social stratification: the caste, class, race, ethnicity, gender, and status.
Chapter 3 introduces major social institutions which include family, marriage, economy, politics, religion, and

education.

Chapter 4 covers culture and socialization to help the students grasp values, norms, and how people socialize into
members of society.

Chapter 5 introduces sociological research methods and explains how sociologists study the social world.
Each chapter includes assignments, followed by a final assessment at the end of the course.

Important dates, eligibility, and assessment details
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The course in Sociology commenced on September 22, 2025, and is expected to conclude on March 6, 2026.
Enrollment will end on February 20, 2026. Exam registration will end on March 2, 2026. The date of the
examination is on March 3, 2026, though this will depend on the seats available.

The final assessment will be conducted between March 3 and March 6, 2026. Students who score 60 percent or
more in the final assessment will receive a course completion certificate. Learners are advised to check their hall
ticket for the final exam date.

Instructor and study material

The course will be taught by Dr Tasongwi Newmei from NERIE, Shillong. He has an extensive academic

background in sociology and has been associated with teacher training, research, and academic programmes for
several years.

Students will use NCERT's “Introducing Sociology” textbook for Class Xl as the main reference material, which is
freely available on the official NCERT website.
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| Odisha
Build more Odia-medium schools in Gujarat: Pradhan
urges CM Patel

nister urges CM Patel to introduce more Odia-medium schools,
urses, and teacher training, stressing language continuity under

Yharmendra Pradhan (File photo | PTI)
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1/27/26, 9:02 AM Build more Odia-medium schools in Gujarat: Pradhan urges CM Patel
BHUBANESWAR: Union Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan on
Thursday wrote to Gujarat Chief Minister Bhupendra Patel seeking measures
for social and educational development of the Odia community residing in the
western state, especially in Surat.

In his letter, Pradhan highlighted that Gujarat, especially Surat, was home to a
significant Odia-speaking population who are immensely contributing to the

industrial and social sectors of the state. Therefore, there is an urgent need to

provide proper educational facilities in their mother-tongue.

He proposed to increase the number of Odia-medium schools, higher
secondary schools and Odia language teaching and training schools in the
state for the benefit of the Odia community residing there.

Stating that the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 under the leadership of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi placed strong emphasis on primary education
in mother tongue, promotion of Indian languages and accessibility and
strengthening of multilingual education, Pradhan stressed that institutional
strengthening for the Odia language in Gujarat was necessary.

He said introducing Odia as an optional subject in colleges and universities
across Gujarat besides establishing dedicated Odia language departments will
provide students language continuity in higher education.

“Implementation of NCERT-based Odia curriculum in the state will also bring
uniformity in the quality of teaching and ease academic migration for
students moving between Gujarat and Odisha,” the Union minister said.

He further proposed introduction of a teacher eligibility test for the Odia
language, underlining that it would help address the shortage of qualified
Odia teachers at government schools in Gujarat.

The Union minister enclosed an application received from the ‘Surat Odia
Samaj’ for its consideration and hoped that the Gujarat government under the
progressive leadership of CM Patel will take necessary measures in the
interest of the Odia-speaking community of the state.
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Aryabhatta to Viksit Bharat 2047: Edu Ministry’s
R-Day tableau to trace learning journey

The Union Ministry of Education’s tableau at Republic Day parade will showcase India’s
civilisational knowledge, modern aspirations under Prime Minister’s Schools for Rising India

Published on: Jan 23, 2026 12:15 PM IST
By Sanjay Maurya Oﬁ

New Delhi: From mathematician Aryabhatta to the nation’s journey
towards Viksit Bharat 2047, the Union Ministry of Education’s tableau
at the Republic Day parade on January 26 will showcase India’s
civilisational knowledge and modern aspirations under the Prime
Minister’s Schools for Rising India (PM SHRI).
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The ministry said in a release that this year’s tableau will be on the theme “National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Rocketing
Indian School Education on the Path to Viksit Bharat.” (Hindustan Times/ Representative photo)
Advertisement

The ministry said in a release that this year’s tableau will be on the
theme “National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Rocketing Indian
School Education on the Path to Viksit Bharat”, with the central
message of the tableau, according to the note, being: “NEP 2020 is
the rocket, giving the much-needed acceleration to reforms in the
Indian school education system, propelling the nation to Viksit Bharat
2047.
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depicted blessing children holding zero (shunya) and a globe,
“symbolising India’s contribution to the world as also the baton being
passed to a future-ready generation, embracing a knowledge
economy.”

According to the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) Class 11 elective textbook Knowledge Traditions
and Practices of India, the symbol for zero was discovered by
Aryabhatta (born in A.D. 496) in connection with the decimal
expression of numbers.

More Stories >

Woman claims 10-
year-old boys made
obscene remarks...

German woman, 26,
travels to Pakistan to

marrv man 2?2 che

The tableau will feature children wearing VR headsets that portray the
blend of “Ancient Roots, Digital Wings,” while Jaadui Pitara (Magic

Rox)—a play-based learning kit for children aged three to eigt*
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tongue-centric toundational learning through indigenous toys and
multilingual materials. It will also feature children planting saplings,
symbolising Mission Lifestyle for Environment (LiFE), and another
learner practising with tools to highlight the emphasis on skKill
education under NEP 2020.

The centre of the tableau will showcase experiential learning in arts
and sports and feature a robotic hand fusing tradition with technology.

“The tableau will culminate at the Viksit Bharat 2047 tower,
showcasing smart classrooms and tinkering labs as centres of
innovation,” the note reads.

The Republic Day celebrations are being organised around the theme
of Vande Mataram, marking 150 years since the first two stanzas of
the song were published. The tableaux of six states and government
departments will showcase the theme of Vande Mataram. There will
be 30 tableaux in all. The parade will also feature a large-scale cultural
dance performance involving around 2,500 artistes.
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Education spend
at ~4% of GDP;
school education
receives a major
share via
Samagra
Shiksha
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students
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nationwide

Smart
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digital platforms
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Limited,
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digital pedagogy
training
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Tinkering Labs
expanded

Minimal
dedicated
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quality outcomes
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budget lines
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post-pandemic
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across schools

Rural, first-gen
learners remain
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Many government
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facilities

Quality and access
vary widely
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= /Y does India still tre
them as
afterthought?
With nearly 25 crore

children enrolled in schoo
and another 4 crore stude:
moving through higher education, India’s education system is one of th
largest in the world. Yet, public spending on education continues to
hover just above 4 per cent of GDP, well short of the long-promised 6 |
cent benchmark. As the Union Budget 2026-27 approaches, the questi
confronting policymakers is no longer about intent, but about impact -
particularly in school education, where the foundations of India’s

demographic dividend are laid.
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Over the past few years, reforms under NEP 2020 have reimagined
schooling through competency-based learning, experiential pedagogy,
and technology integration. Initiatives such as PM SHRI Schools, Atal
Tinkering Labs, and a growing emphasis on digital classrooms have
signalled ambition. Yet, uneven implementation, teacher readiness gar
mental health challenges, and stark urban-rural disparities continue tc

limit outcomes. Budget 2026 is therefore being seen as a litmus test: w

the government move from reform rhetoric to classroom reality?

Digital schools or digital divides? TI
technology paradox

Technology has emerged as both the biggest promise and the sharpest
fault line in school education. While urban private schools increasingly
deploy smart boards, Al tools, and immersive learning platforms, large
parts of rural and semi-urban India still struggle with basic connectivit

and device access.
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Industry leaders argue that without targeted fiscal support, digital
learning risks deepening inequity rather than democratising education
From the perspective of education technology providers, the next
Budget must focus on affordability and access — not just innovation.
Muneer Ahmad, Managing Director, ViewSonic India, underlines that
digital education today is central to personalised, interactive learning.
However, he cautions that meaningful transformation will depend on
policies that support affordable devices, high-speed connectivity, and
smart classroom infrastructure, particularly to bridge the urban-rural
divide. He also points to Al and cloud-based platforms as critical enabl
— provided adoption is backed by incentives for schools and skill

development centres.
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Teachers first, technology second

Even as technology dominates policy conversations, school leaders
consistently stress that teacher preparedness will determine whether
digital investments succeed or fail. Without systematic professional
development, Al and immersive tools risk becoming underutilised

hardware.

School administrators see Budget 2026 as an opportunity to scale
teacher training aligned with digital pedagogy. Sasmita Mohanty,
Director-Principal, Sanjay Ghodawat International School, believes the
government’s push towards Al-powered learning and immersive
technologies like AR/VR must be matched by robust teacher professio:
development programmes. Drawing from the success of Atal Tinkering
Labs, she advocates expanded coverage that ensures hands-on exposui
to robotics, coding, and design thinking across both urban and rural
schools — supported by educators who are trained to integrate these

tools meaningfully.
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Student well-being enters the bu__
conversation

One of the most notable shifts in expectations from Budget 2026 is the
growing call to treat student well-being as core educational
infrastructure, not a soft add-on. Rising academic pressure, screen
fatigue, and post-pandemic anxiety have brought mental health into

sharp focus, especially at the school level.

Policy experts argue that India’s schooling system can no longer afford
prioritise academic scores at the cost of emotional resilience. Naman
Jain, Vice Chairman and Education Policy Expert, Silverline Prestige
School, points to the need for dedicated counselling infrastructure and
social-emotional learning programmes across schools. While applaudir
the PM SHRI Schools initiative as a benchmark, he believes stronger
budgetary backing is essential to scale best practices in mental health
support, vocational exposure, and emerging technologies such as Al an

robotics within mainstream schooling.

Access is no longer enough — outcomes matter

India’s success in expanding school enrolment is widely acknowledged
The next phase, however, demands sharper attention to learning
outcomes and future readiness. Education leaders argue that
foundational literacy, numeracy, and early skill development must not

overshadowed by headline-grabbing tech initiatives.

Devyani Jaipuria, Chairperson, Dharav High School and Pro Vice-
Chairperson, Delhi Public School (DPS) International Gurugram, fram
Budget 2026 as a moment to recalibrate priorities. She emphasises tha

while access has improved, learning outcomes and institutional capaci
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now require sustained public investment. A calibrated move towar

per cent of GDP spending on education, she notes, would strengthen
school infrastructure and teacher quality. Equally critical is closing the
digital divide by ensuring equitable access to devices, connectivity, anc

blended learning environments.

Skills, STEM and the employability pipeline -
starting early

As conversations around employability intensify, schools are increasing
viewed as the first link in India’s skills pipeline. Educationists argue the
exposure to STEM, Al, robotics, and data-driven thinking must begin f

earlier — but without compromising holistic development.

Praneet Mungali, Trustee, Sanskriti Group of Schools, Pune, notes that
rapid shifts in pedagogy and assessment under NEP 2020 have created
demand for STEM labs, Al tools, robotics, and data science exposure a
school level. However, he stresses that meaningful implementation wil
require budgetary support for both student learning and competency-
based training for educators, alongside safeguards for student mental

well-being.

Equity, inclusion and the unfinished agenda

Beyond infrastructure and innovation, school leaders are urging the
government to address long-standing structural gaps — particularly

gender inclusion, rural access, and public—private collaboration.

Niru Agarwal, Managing Trustee, Greenwood High International Scho
highlights the importance of women’s participation in STEM, stronger

blended learning ecosystems, and renewed emphasis on public—private
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partnerships. She argues that leveraging the strengths of both sect
can help scale quality education while addressing regional disparities,

especially in underserved communities.

The real test of Budget 2026

What emerges from across the school education ecosystem is a rare
consensus: incremental funding will no longer suffice. Budget 2026 wil
be judged not by the number of schemes announced, but by whether it
strengthens classrooms, empowers teachers, supports student well-

being, and delivers measurable learning outcomes.

If India’s ambition is truly a Viksit Bharat, then schools cannot remain
the weakest link in the education value chain. The upcoming Budget h
a narrow but critical window to prove that India is ready to invest not j

in education, but in the future it promises to build.
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e PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU INAUGURATES I.IBRARY WITH 2,300 BOOKS AND MANUSCRIPTS AT RASHTRAPATI BHAVAN

‘Granth Kutir’ for classmal Indlan books, manuscripts opens

DivyaA
New Delhi, January 23

AT .THE President’s Estate,
Hindu scriptures (Puranas,
Vedas, Upanishads) and other
ancient manuscripts and books
coveringIndian epics and phil-
osophy have replaced speeches
of Lord Curzon and original
works of William Hogarth.
These are among the 2,300
books and manuscripts —in11
classical languages — at
‘Granth Kutir’, a library at the
Rashtrapati Bhawan, inaugur-
ated by President Droupadi
Murmu on Friday.

This comes just weeks after
the portraits of British Aide-De-
Camps were removed from the
Rashtrapti Bhavan, and re-
placed by 21 portraits of Param

Vir Chakra awardees, as part of
a gallery called Param Vir
Dirgha, dedicated to therecipi-
entsof highest military honour
in the country.

‘Granth Kutir' (or the library
of scriptures) is part of the
Rashtrapati Bhavan’s measure
toshed coloniallegacy and give
prominence to India’s rich cul-
tural, philosophical, literary
and intellectual heritage. The
collection includes works in
Tamil, Sanskrit, Kannada, Te-
lugu, Malayalam, Odia, Mara-

thi, Pali, Prakrit, Assameseand

Bengali, said astatementby the
President’s Office.

Itsaid ‘Granth Kutir’ houses
manuscripts and books cover-
ing a wide range of subjects
such as epics, philosophy, lin-
guistics, history, governance,

Reading material is available in1Indian classical languages. anI

. science and devotional litera-

ture, along with the Constitu-
tion of India in classical lan-
guages. . Around 50
manuscripts, many hand-
written on traditional materials
like palm leaf, paper, bark and

cloth, are also part of the collec-
tion.

Till recently, books such as
‘A Catalogue of the Original
Works of William Hogarth’,
‘Speeches of Lord Curzon of
Kedleston’, ‘Summary of the
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of Kedlestor’, ‘Life of Lord Cur-
zon', and ‘Punch’ magazines

. were housed here, the state-

ment said. These have now
been “relocated” to a separate
space within the Rashtrapati
estate. The books have been
digitised and will be made
available online for research
scholars, the statement said.
“The objective of Granth

_ Kutiristoenhance publicaware-
" nessabout India’s cultural and
. literary heritage and align with

' the national resolve to shed co-

lonialinfluences,” the statement
said. Theinitiative alsosupports
the Union government’s Gyan
Bharatam Mission, which aims

topreserve, digitiseand dissemi-’

nate India’s vast manuscript
heritageby integrating tradition

with technology.

The Indira Gandhi National
Centre for the Arts (IGNCA) is
providing professional expertise |
forthe conservation, documen-
tation and display of manu-
scripts, thestatement said.

Addressing a gathering on
the occasion, President Murmu

said classical languages have |
laid the foundation of Indian |

culture and have guided the
world for centuries through

knowledge in science, yoga, |

ayurveda and literature.
She said texts like the Tiruk-

kural and Arthashastra remain :

relevant even today, while con-
tributions such as Panini's
grammar, Aryabhata's mathe-
maticsand the medical sciences
of Charaka and Sushruta con-
tinue to inspire the Woli(j. .
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Ministry of Education

Tlime
Azadi g,
Amrit Maghotsav

National School Band Competition strengthens
discipline, teamwork and leadership -Shri Sanjay
Kumar

National School Band Competition 2025-26 inaugurated as
Part of Republic Day Celebrations 2026

18 school bands from across the nation, showcase their
talent at a National Stage

Posted On: 24 JAN 2026 3:20PM by PIB Delhi

The Grand Finale of National School Band Competition (NSBC) 7, 2025-26, organised as part of the
Republic Day Celebrations (RDC)-2026, has been inaugurated by Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary,
Department of School Education & Literacy, DoSEL and Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh, Secretary,
Ministry of Defence at National Bal Bhavan, New Delhi today. This marks a significant milestone in
promoting discipline, teamwork and musical excellence among school students across the country.

The DoSEL promotes holistic development of students in alignment with National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 giving financial support to various programmes under Samagra Shiksha & PM SHRI
scheme. The National School Band Competition 7.0 2025-26 brings together 18 school bands from
across the nation, showcasing their talent at a national stage as part of the Republic Day Celebrations
and continues to serve as a unique platform for fostering unity, discipline and cultural pride among
India’s youth. This year 18 band teams from 11 States have been shortlisted for the finale (list
annexed) through State- and Zonal-level competitions. At the State-Level Competitions, 763 teams
comprising 18013 children participated; while at the Zonal Level, 94 teams have been shortlisted.
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Addressing the gathering, Shri Sanjay Kumar emphasised the significance of art integrated education
including events such as the National School Band Competition in nurturing leadership, discipline,
teamwork and holistic development among students. He reiterated the sustained commitment of
Ministry of Education to promoting diverse talents beyond the classroom, in consonance with the
vision and objectives of the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.

He further noted that the tradition of school bands is deeply inspired by the armed forces, where
music has historically served as a powerful symbol of valour, unity and morale. Even in the most
challenging wartime conditions, military bands have played a vital role in motivating troops and
strengthening bonds of camaraderie and collective spirit. He added that participation at the national
level itself is a significant milestone, reflecting months of rigorous practice and dedication by
students.

Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh in his address, appreciated the collaboration between the Ministry of
Defence and the Ministry of Education in institutionalising the competition as part of Republic Day
Celebrations and noted with satisfaction the increase in the number of schools & children
participating in the competition over the years. He lauded the students for their dedication, precision
and musical excellence, noting that such initiatives instil a deep sense of patriotism and national

service among young learners.

Dr. Amarpreet Duggal, Joint Secretary, DoSEL presented the Vote of Thanks. She expressed gratitude
to all dignitaries, participating schools, mentors and organising teams for their efforts in making the

event a success.

List of Participating teams at Grand Finale: -
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SI. No. State/UT No. of Name and Address of the Category
Schools School
Band Boys /
Girls
1. Chhattisgarh 1 The Great India Sainik School, Pipe Band Boys

Godhi Mandir Hasaud, Bhansoj
Road, Nawagaon, Raipur.

2. Delhi 1 Govt. Sarvodaya Kanya Pipe Band Girls
Vidyalaya, Raj Nagar — II Extn.,
Palam Colony, New Delhi.

1 Govt. Boys Sr. Secondary School Pipe Band Boys
Badli.

3.  Gujarat 1 Shree Swami Narayan Gurukul Pipe Band Boys
Kumar Vidyalaya, Gir Somnath.

4. Jharkhand 3 St.  Xavier’s High School Brass Boys
Lupungutu, Chaibasa, @ West Band
Singhbhum.

Kairali School Sec-2, HEC PipeBand Boys
Township, Dhurwa, Ranchi.

Kasturba Gandhi Balika Pipe Band  Girls
Vidyalaya, Kanke, Ranchi.

5. Karnataka 1 PM Shri Kendriya Vidyalaya Pipe Band Girls
ASC Centre, Bangalore.

1 SMT. PS Shiva Shankarappa EM Pipe Band Boys
Residential School, Davangere

6. Kerala 1 PM Shri Jawahar Navodaya Brass Boys
Vidyalaya, Periye, Kasaragod. Band

1 Providence Girls Higher Brass Girls
Secondary School, Kozhikode. Band
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SI. No.

10.

I1.

Total

AK

State/UT

Mabharashtra

Rajasthan

Tripura

Uttar Pradesh

Andhra
Pradesh

11 States/UTs

No. of
Schools

18

(Release ID: 2218115) Visitor Counter : 596
Read this release in: Urdu , 8=l , Punjabi , Tamil , Malayalam

Press Release:Press Information Bureau

Name and Address of the
School

Sanjivini Sainik School & Junior
College, = Kopargaon,  Dist.
Ahilyanagar.

Don Bosco High School &
Junior College, Tagore Nagar,
Vikhroli East, Mumbai.

PM SHRI Jawahar Navodaya
Vidyalaya, Suratgarh, Sriganga
Nagar.

Holy Cross High
Karbook, Gomati.

School,

St. Joseph College, Ruchi,
Khand-1,

Aashiyana, Lucknow.

Shardanagar,

City Montessori School Kanpur
Road, LDA, Lucknow.

Montessori Indus Residential

School

ook ko skok
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Education ministry calls for systemic approach to
inclusive education

Union education officials emphasize institutional support for children with special needs,
launching a national training program to enhance inclusive education.

Updated on: Jan 24, 2026 7:05 AM IST
By Sanjay Maurya O(g

New Delhi: Emphasising systemic responsibility over reliance on civil
society and parents for supporting children with special needs
(CwSN), Union education ministry officials on Friday called for
strengthening institutional mechanisms and announced a five-day,
eight-module national training programme for general teachers, urging
states to nominate master trainers to scale up inclusive education
nationwide.
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Union education ministry officials on Friday called for strengthening institutional mechanisms
Advertisement

Addressing the Inclusive Education Summit in New Delhi, Ira Singhal,
deputy secretary of department of school education and literacy
(DoSEL), said the summit aimed to bring together government, civil
society and parents to ensure that every child is reached, supported
and included.

“If we do our job well, others will not need to step in,’she said,
underlining the government’'s commitment to building a strong and

inclusive education system.
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olngnail sala ne 1rst aay rtocusea on assisiive tecnnologies, witn
presentations by AlIIMS, ICMR, NCERT, IIT Delhi and several startups,
showcasing innovations in devices and learning tools to support

children with special needs. “Participants were encouraged to adopt
and scale these solutions,” she said.

More Stories >

Woman claims 10-
year-old boys made
obscene remarks...

‘Suryakumar Yadav
didn’t even need luck’:

(Gavackar hreake dn

During the inauguration, Union education minister Dharmendra
Pradhan, stressed that inclusive education reflects a collective
national resolve to ensure dignity, equal opportunity and a self-reliant
future for every child. He called for screening and identifying 25 crore
children, supporting their dignified participation in society, and using

technology to enhance their abilities.
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“The platform-based training for teachers on inclusive education would
begin by end-March, followed by structured module-based training,”
Singhal said while

announcing a five-day, eight-module national training programme for
general teachers, urging states to nominate master trainers to
strengthen inclusive education across the country.

The third-day of summit was focused on government policies and
initiatives for inclusive education. Various states shared

best practices for inclusive education, including Andhra Pradesh’s
autism centres, with 125 centres planned, and initiatives by Haryana
and West Bengal. The Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI) outlined
steps to expand special educator training and professional courses.

Check India news real-time updates, latest news from India and weather updates on Hindustan Times
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CBSE makes appointment of
socio-emotional, career
counsellors mandatory in all
affiliated schools

The proposed policy reform is aimed at strengthening students’
mental health and providing them with career guidance

Published - January 24,2026 09:21 pm IST - Kota

PTI

— -
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In a significant policy reform aimed at strengthening students' mental health

and providing them with career guidance, the Central Board of Secondary
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Education (CBSE) has made the appointment of socio-emotional and career
counsellors mandatory in all affiliated schools.

For this, the national education board amended Clause 2.4.12 of the CBSE
Affiliation By-Laws, 2018, following a Public Interest Litigation (PIL) petition
filed before the Rajasthan High Court in July 2025 by Kota-based advocate
Sujeet Swami and some psychology experts.

The PIL plea highlighted rising mental health challenges among students,
including academic stress and lack of structured career guidance, and sought
mandatory provisions for qualified counsellors and a uniform mental health
support framework in schools.

During the hearing in September 2025, a Bench headed by the Chief Justice of
Rajasthan High Court sought responses and suggestions from the CBSE, the
Rajasthan Board of Secondary Education (RBSE), the University Grants
Commission, and the State government. After considering the submissions, the
CBSE introduced key amendments through a circular on January 19, 2026.

Under the revised provisions, the CBSE has added two new sub-clauses. Clause
2.4.12.1 mandates that every CBSE school appoint one regular Counselling and
Wellness Teacher, or socio-emotional counsellor, for every 500 students. Clause
2.4.12.2 makes the appointment of a Career Counsellor compulsory.

Earlier, CBSE norms required the appointment of a full-time psychological
counsellor only in schools having more than 300 students in Classes 9 to 12,
while smaller schools were permitted to engage part-time counsellors.

The education board has prescribed minimum eligibility criteria for these
counsellors. %

The Counselling and Wellness Teacher must possess a graduate or
postgraduate degree in Psychology or a postgraduate degree in Social Work with
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specialisation in mental health or counselling. They must also undergo a
mandatory 50-hour CBSE-recognised capacity-building programme.

Their responsibilities include student and parent counselling, social-emotional
learning, crisis intervention, identification of mental health concerns,
sensitisation of teachers and parents, and maintaining confidentiality and
ethical standards.

Hub schools

The CBSE has also introduced flexibility for smaller schools through a
Counselling Hub and Spoke School Model, under which "Hub" schools mentor
nearby "Spoke" schools.

For career guidance, it has mandated a student-to-counsellor ratio of 1:500 for
students of Classes 9 to 12.

The minimum qualification for a Career Counsellor includes a graduate or
postgraduate degree in disciplines such as Humanities, Science, Social
Sciences, Management, Education or Technology.

According to Mr. Swami, who filed the PIL, the plea had sought amendments to
address the mental health needs of students from primary to senior secondary
levels. It had stressed the importance of expert career guidance, particularly
after Class 10.

He noted that with the CBSE implementing the changes, they wait for similar
reforms at RBSE-affiliated schools.

Advocate Amit Dadhich of the Rajasthan High Court welcomed the decision.
He said representations had been madé&hefore the court to develop a structured
mental health support system for college and university students in Rajasthan,
with positive outcomes expected soon.

Published - January 24,2026 09:21 pm IST
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1/127/26, 9:27 AM NEP 2020 Criticism: Centre's Undemocratic Implementation
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Centre implemented NEP 2020 undemocratically:
Sukhadeo Thorat

He said the policy was moving towards the complete centralisation of education.
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1/27/26, 9:27 AM NEP 2020 Criticism: Centre's Undemocratic Implementation
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He said, 'In the name of the Indian Knowledge System, irrational and unscientific curricula are being
designed. Credit: DH File Photo

Bengaluru: Chairman of the State Education Policy Commission (SEP), Sukhadeo Thorat, has charged
that the Union government implemented the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 in an
undemocratic manner, without consulting the state governments.
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1/127/26, 9:27 AM NEP 2020 Criticism: Centre's Undemocratic Implementation
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Speaking after inaugurating the programme ‘Towards People’s Policy on Education 2026 — an
Alternative to NEP 2020, organised by the All India Save Education Committee (AISEC) on Saturday,
he said the policy was moving towards the complete centralisation of education.

“In the name of the Indian Knowledge System, irrational and unscientific curricula are being
designed,” he alleged.

Also Read: 'NEP should be implemented uniformly across country’: Former UGC chairman

Also Read: 'NEP should be implemented uniformly across
country’: Former UGC chairman

“At least 67% of higher educational institutions have become self-financing and private. Due to
escalating fees, a 22% dropout rate is being observed among economically backward sections.
Consequently, universal education has become a mirage,” he stated.

ADVERTISEMENT
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objectives: centralisation, corporatisation, communalisation, and privatisation of education.”
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“nonsense”.

Speaking online at the ongoing ninth edition of the Kerala
Literature Festival (KLF), Thapar on Saturday addressed
issues ranging from the rise of popular history on social
media to the importance of feminist history and the central
role of education in questioning existing knowledge.

Trending Stories >>

Woman Kidnapped From Picnic Spot In Gurugram, Gets Saved As SUV
Gets Stuck In Mud

U'khand To Celebrate First Anniversary Of Uniform Civil Code
Implementation Today

Border 2 Director Anurag Singh Reveals The Most Challenging Scenes To
Film With Sunny Deol And Varun Dhawan

“The kinds of things that are happening, where, for example,
chunks of history are being thrown out of the syllabus or we
are told we don't need to study them, are nonsense. History
is a continuous process. It is an evolution of people and
cultures, of ways of behaviour and ways of thinking," she
said.

"That continuity cannot be broken by saying, ‘All right, we
throw this dynasty out, we throw Mughals out, we throw out
that'. It breaks history up and makes no sense," said the
renowned historian, who has authored over 25 scholarly
books, during the session "Women Writing History: Three
Generations".

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has reportedly revised its Class 7 Social Science
textbook for the 2025-26 academic year, removing chapters
on the Delhi Sultanate and the Mughals.

Besides, it also now focuses on ancient Indian dynasties such
as the Mauryas, Shungas, and Satavahanas, along with
cultural traditions and sacred sites across religious
traditions.
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She earnestly urged people to rely on statements from km/h

professional historians when seeking accurate explanations
Q  Search City
of past events.

Powered By: @

“There is a difference now between the two -- popular history ter
and what professional historians write -- and it is important . -

Trending Opinion —
to note that difference and understand what it entails. When
quoting a historical statement, one should be aware whether @ Sayantan Ghosh

it comes from professional historical writing or a statement

propagated on social media,” she explained. Crumbling Empires: Civic

Poll Debacle Pushes
Reflecting on her own journey as a historian, Thapar Thackeray And Pawar
admitted that while she may not have consciously written Families Toward Political
history from a woman'’s perspective throughout her career, Oblivion
she consistently tried to incorporate feminist insights Opinion

wherever possible.

More importantly, she emphasised the need for women in
professional spaces to assert their autonomy and demand
respect, adding that writing feminist history was important,
but equally vital was “behaving like a feminist” by standing
for independence, critical thinking and intellectual freedom.

"An autonomous woman, I think, is absolutely essential.
Therefore, my attitude to this has been, yes, we have to write
feminist history, that is a given, but if I am not writing
feminist history, I am at least behaving like a feminist. I am
propagating that an autonomous woman is an absolutely
essential component of any society," she concluded.

The four-day literary extravaganza is hosting over 400
speakers, including Nobel laureates Abdulrazak Gurnah and
Abhijit Banerjee, astronaut Sunita Williams, author Kiran
Desai, essayist Pico lyer, Jnanpith winner Pratibha Ray, sports
icons Rohan Bopanna and Ben Johnson, and Wikipedia
founder Jimmy Wales.

KLF 2026, now in its ninth edition, will come to a close on
Sunday.

(This report has been published as part of an auto-
generated syndicate wire feed. Apart from the headline,
no editing has been done in the copy by ABP Live.)
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recent visit to China
offered a striking view
of what scale and
holistic school design
can achieve. A Class 1-9 school
there serves around 1,200
students, with K-12 schools
averaging 2,800 students. This is
in stark contrast with India, where
an average government K-8 school
has around 150 students. Although
§ three times the size of India, China
has only one-third the number of
schools. While India has* '
succeeded in ensuring access at
the elementary level, China has
, used scale to strengthen quality.
Its schools have specialised subject
teachers, support staff, viable
1 vocational laboratories, and
counselling, sports, Information
and Communication Technology
1 (ICT) labs, and co-curriculars — the
kind of holistic learning !
environment that the National -
Education Policy, 2020, envisions.
India has made enormous
strides in enrolment and
infrastructure, but the school
network remains fragmented.
There are about 5.6 lakh schools
nationally, which enrol less than
50 students each. Over 1 lakh
single-teacher schools cover 33
lakh students, making multi-grade
teaching a necessity (UDISE
24-25). At secondary levels, the
need for subject expertise and lab
infrastructure becomes even more
critical. Around 40% of
government secondary schools
have fewer than 100 students
enrolled (across Classes 9-12),
making such provision difficult.
Today, only 19% of schools have
functional ICT labs, 51% have
integrated science labs; about 10%
offer higher secondary classes;
and just 6% provide vocational
education (UDISE 24-25).

Experiments with schools
These gaps highlight the next
phase of India’s education reform:
building school systems that
address not only access, but also
the quality of education. Several
States have already experimented
with different models of this.
Rajasthan has established one

Ashish Dhawan

Founder-CEO,
The Convergence
Foundation

Operating Partner,
The Convergence
Foundation

v

The road to
universal,
high-quality
school
education runs
through
integrated
schools

upgraded, well-resourced
government school in every Gram
Panchayat, called Adarsh Schools.
Over the past decade, the State
has upgraded thousands of
schools in a phased manner —
improving infrastructure, staff
deployment, and secondary-grade
offerings. In Uttar Pradesh, Model

Composite Schools (Class 1-12)

have been approved in every
district; these will have tech-based
learning, including smart
classrooms and WiFi. Madhya
Pradesh has consolidated 36,000
under-enrolled schools under the
NITI Aayog’s SATH-E programme
to create larger campuses with
better facilities. In 2023, the Chief

-Minister announced the rollout of

one ‘CM RISE’ school (now
Mabharishi Sandipani Schools) for
every 25-30 villages to improve
learning. Odisha, Jharkhand, West
Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Telangana
and Gujarat are also moving in this
direction.

Composite and consolidated
schools are not about eﬁicﬁency
alone; their core purpose isto
create real learning environments,
with one teacher per class and
adequate subject specialists to
support every child. Equity must
remain paramount. This is|
enabled through decentralised
decision-making, and supported
by transport facilities so that no
child loses access. Equally
essential is thoughtful change
management: engaging teachers,
parents, and communities early to
build consensus and ensure
smooth, trusted transitions
towards larger, integrated schools.

Drawing on these lessons, two
clear directional goals can guide
India’s progress towards universal,
high-quality school education by
2035. The first is to have one K-8
school in every Gram Panchayat.
By 2035, India should transition
towards K-8 integrated schools
(elementary and middle) as the
default elementary school model.
If each K-8 school serves around
300 students, these campuses
could collectively educate close to
8.1 crore children. This shift could
allow each school to reach the -
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Bigger schools, better futures

minimum enrolment threshold
required for one teacher per class,
and better facilities, leading to a
better learning environment.
Second, only 87% of students
transition from middle to
secondary school, and this falls to
around 75% from secondary to
higher secondary. Too often,
secondary education is delivered
through fragmented,
under-resourced campuses with
limited subject teachers, weak lab
infrastructure, and few pathways
beyond board examinations. What
India needs at scale are composite
secondary schools.

By 2035, India is projected to
have nearly 8 crore students in
Classes 9-12. This scale creates the
possibility of large, well-resourced
secondary schools with the
capacity to offer real-world,
application-based learning, career
guidance, subject specialist
teachers and multiple academic
and vocational pathways.
Supported by transport facilities,
such schools ensure that distance
does not become a barrier to
continuing education and allow
secondary schooling to move
beyond exam preparation.

Achieving these goals

India needs State-specific road
maps that lay out how each State
will move towards larger,
well-resourced schools, grounded
in local realities of population
density, geography and existing
school networks. States can
consider the following levers while
designing these road maps. The
first is thoughtful teacher
deployment so that there is one
teacher per class and subject
specialists. The second is localised
planning and decentralised
decision making. The third is
coming up with transport
solutions for students. States will
‘need a mix of transport models to
ensure that students can reach
these schools. The fourth is
providing funding for composite
schools. Samagra Shiksha,
suppoited by State funds and
coordinated with other schemes,
can finance these upgrades.
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What is history» ] asked o
of eighth graders.

in
volunteered,
“And wh,
things?” I probeq. T
Vow, mpires”, “Kings”,
gler s Freedom Simug

“Things ‘that happened
the  past> " one

he  answers
poured in,
Answers 1 have
Sirous heard in schools
S the country while
travelling as an author of a
1 Series of history books on
Independent India. So, 1
i ventured, “What about
€vents that happened after
Independence? Are they
part of history t00?” Some
students nodded. Others
looked unsure.

Moment of change
“For several decades,
events after 1947 were con-
sidered too close to be in-
cluded in school text-
books,” says educationist
Arvind Sardana, a member
of the Social Science group
atEklavya, an NGO that de-
velops and field tests inno-
vative educational pro-
grammes. “This changed
significantly in the 1980s
through the Eklavya expe-
riments and then in the
2000s through some state
government initiatives.”

A key shift came with
the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) 2005,
which pushed for learning
that was connected to the
home and the community
life of a child. Anita Ram-
pal, who was closely in-
volved with the NCF and
was Chairperson of the
Primary Textbook Teams,
says, “It was a watershed
because this was at the na-

&N.\U‘:S} P4 Neare L

The present within our past

On India’s 76th Republic Day, a look at how contemporary

tional level and so it had a
different legitimacy. A lot
of people who may have
been engaging [with con-
temporary issues) at diffe-
rent places, in different
times and different scales
came together... Anything
you're doing... Physics or
Social Studies, unless a stu-
dent can relate with it, in-
terrogate it, try to observe
and see connections with
her experiences, it's not
going to make sense. A

history makes its way into classrooms

learner is not going to be

able to construct her
knowledge, which is im-
portant to develop an un-
derstanding, and does not
happen only by reading or
repeating what informa-
tion may be thrown at

w”

However, Rampal notes
that contemporary issues
within the social and cultu-
ral context of learners are
currently being conscious-
ly kept aside, especially

P

those considered ‘taboo’,
such as caste, gender, po-
verty or religious minori-
ties. Even within the Social
Sciences (where they do
appear), there are major
erasures and distortions in
the syllabi and textbooks.

A scattered narrative

Setu Rehan - who heads
the Social Science Depart-
ment at Mind Tree School
at Panjokhra, Ambala,
Punjab - finds that dis-

courses on contemporary
history are spread across
so many different subjects
that they don’t register as a
distinctive theme. Events
like the Partition and the
Non-Aligned Movement,
for example, fall into Histo-
ry. In Civics, students study
the making of the Constitu-
tion, elections and so on,
while events like the Green
and Milk Revolutions ap-
pear in Geography as well
as Economics. Moreover,

I
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such topics don’t usually
carry much weight in ex-
aminations, which further
limits the attention given to
them.

Pushpalata Pooranan -
director of the Pushpalata
Schools in Tirunelveli, Ta-
mil Nadu - adds that even
though the syllabus in-
cludes several contempor-
ary themes, “there is very
little continuity or context-
setting. Instead, students
encounter stand-alone top-

ics, which don't facilitate
deeper understanding”

A vital discourse

In practice, me: en-
" Bagement with contempor-

ary history depends largely
on the initiative of indivi-
dual schools and teachers.
Pooranan considers such
€ngagement essential and
actively encourages devot-
ing time and resources to
it. This includes designing
lessons in ways that con-
textualise the past with the
present, recommending
supplementary readers,
encouraging newspaper
reading, and having at least
one period every week for
reading and discussions.

A growing challenge
confronting educators is
the sheer volume of infor-
mation on contemporary
history available to stu-
dents online, where valua-
ble scholarship competes

2 with a flood of skewed and
fake narratives. In such a
situation, it has become
2 even more important for
£ schools to engage with this
£ history.

Initiatives such as the
& History for Children pro-
ject at the Institute of De-
velopment Studies, Kolka-
ta, alongside a growing
body of postcolonial non-
fiction for children, at-
tempt to address this chal-
lenge by offering supple-
mentary teaching
resources.

Historians ~ Debarati
Bagchi and Anwesha Sen-
gupta, who worked on the
History for Children pro-
ject, describe their goal as
creating space for ques-
tioning and helping chil-
dren “doubt WhatsApp
University knowledge and
develop historical con-
sciousness.”
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India once crowned minds, its education system rivalling global-bests. Today,

the once-empire of learning limps in prestige, rich in numbers but thin on heft
“Any country that neglects exacerbated by public institutions, espe-
education undermines not only cially schools and colleges serving poorer
its economic future but the very regions, being allowed (systematically
foundations of its democracy” forced?) to shut down. The result... The

~ Amartya Sen

here is one space where India’s
glory can now be found only in the
ancient. Long before colonialism
reshaped the subcontinent, India’s
intellectual horizons were among the bright-
eston Earth. In those times, Takshashila and
Nalanda were not quaint relics but bustling
hubs where medicine, philosophy, math-
ematics and astronomy were taught with
zeal and depth, drawing thousands from
around the world. These were not narrow
corridors of rote learning but crucibles of
inquiry, debate and cultural exchange; the
earliest embodiments of what the modern
world would call “universities”
Education in India began as a civiliza-
tional instinct - open, contested, rigorous —
long before today’s modern nations learnt to
manufacture universities. Such an inheritance
should have anchored the republic. Instead,
it serves only as a jarring reminder of how
India has slipped. The regression is not just
abstract. Across India, government schools
(the first rung of learning for millions) are
being shut down or merged out of existence,
particularly in rural and semi-urban areas.
Classrooms are disappearing even as political
speeches invoke demographic dividends and
knowledge economies. A nation that closes
its schools while celebrating its youth is not
confused; it is in complete denial.
Yielding to Prejudice
More disturbingly, education is not only
being neglected, it is increasingly being dis-
torted. Recently, the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi
Narayana Medical College lost recognition
for reasons that had little to do with aca-
demics and everything to do with ideology.
When institutions become collateral damage
in cultural or political battles, the signal is
unmistakable. Reason is yielding ground to
prejudice and merit subordinated to impulse.
This is not an isolated lapse, but part of a
broader unravelling. Quite sadly, education
 is being stripped of autonomy, seriousness
and moral authority. What is eroding is not
just institutional quality, but the very idea

 of learning as a neutral and rational pillar
of nation-building.

The consequences of this erosion are vis-
~ible-Accordingtothe @8 World University
Rankings 2026, India does not have a single
varsity in the Global Top 100. Not one. Even
though it is the world’s most populous nation,
among the largest economies and home to
one of the largest higher-education systems
on the planet,

The highest-ranked Indian institution,
IIT Delhi, stands at 123, followed by IIT
Bombay and IIT Madras outside the top 150.

We have primary schools with no teachers, under-funded labs, skeletal doctoral
programmes, toothless post-doctoral ecosystems and scant research impact. No
education system can aspire to be world-class on aspiration alone

More than 50 Indian universities appear in
the rankings, giving India one of the largest
national representations globally. Yet, none
cross the threshold that signals genuine aca-
demic power. Numbers have grown. Stand-
ing has not. This absence is not symbolic. It
is structural. It tells a story of universities
that teach but do not research, that expand
but do not deepen, that produce degrees
without imparting knowledge. Rankings
may be dismissed as “West-centric, but they
expose what students, employers and aca-
demics know. That India’s education system
has lost its edge.
We Used to Know Better

The decline is particularly galling because
India once recognized education as ‘strategic’
Post-1947, the establishment of IITs, IIMs
and institutions like the Indian Institute of
Science was not accidental. It reflected a
realization that a young and poor nation
could not afford intellectual mediocrity. For
decades, these institutions of learning deliv-
ered. Indian engineers, scientists and man-
agers became global-bests. Until the 1980s
and 1990s, becoming a doctor or an engineer
was not merely a personal ambition, it was
a national aspiration. Studying abroad was
a choice of privilege, not a default escape.

Today, that confidence has evaporated.
Middle-class families, once proud of Indian
universities, now exhaust savings to send

childrenoverseas. This is nelonger for pres--

tige, but for ‘degree credibility’ This exodus
is the most damning referendum on India’s
education system. Nations do not lose faith
in their universities overnight; they lose it
when decline becomes habitual.

A reason for this slide is simple yet bru-
tal: chronic underinvestment. India spends
under 1 per cent of its GDP on R&D, a
fraction of what top knowledge economies

Ttod

commit. The result is predictable. We have
primary schools with no teachers, under-
funded labs, skeletal doctoral programmes,
toothless post-doctoral ecosystems and scant
research impact. No education system can
aspire to be world-class on aspiration alone.
Research needs time, money, freedom of
learning and institutional patience. Today,
these are in short supply. Or no supply. Fac-
ulty shortage is endemic. Scores of colleges
function with temporary or underqualified
teachers, leaving little room for scholarship
or innovation.

In India, display has replaced depth. Insti-
tutions of learning may be growing, enrol-
ments rising and degrees multiplying, but
the academic core is hollowing out. We may
have built one of the world’s largest higher-
education systems, but we have allowed it
to become the weakest in research intensity.
A Veritable (Fish)Market

As the state retreats, the private sector
has surged. But these are hardly custodians
of excellence, made up mostly of hard-nosed
profiteers. Private colleges have proliferated
in professional education, selling the promise
of world-class learning at premium prices.
In reality, many operate as credentials fac-
tories, optimised for margins rather than
minds. Standards are diluted to keep pass-
ing rates high. Research is minimal or cos-
metic, faculty overworked and underpaid.
Regulation oscillates between neglect and
arbitrary intervention, raising no bars and
protecting no standards.

If you think of me as anti-private
education, think again. In a country of
India’s scale, private colleges are inevitable
and necessary. But when profit eclipses
pedagogy and oversight is weak, educa-
degenerates into a transaction, not
a transformative process. This is being

state withdraws. Market advances. Inequal-
ity deepens.

There is enough spiel on reform, but it
only makes for guttural rhetoric. The National
Education Policy 2020 promised renewal.
Multidisciplinary learning, research focus,
institutional autonomy and global integra-
tion were articulated. It was a thoughtful
blueprint... on paper. In practice, execution
has been hesitant and stuttering. Funding
commitments have not matched ambition.
Structural reforms remain delayed. Auton-
omy is promised but rarely trusted. Varsities
remain entangled in bureaucratic and politi-
cal oversight, undermining independence.
Policy sans resolve leads to impotence. And
neither education nor procreation can be
managed on announcements alone.

What makes things perilous is the creep-
ing intrusion of ideology into education.
When schools are closed with a casual shrug,
when universities are penalised for perceived
identities rather than proven failures, and
when intellectual spaces are coloured by
political leanings, education stops being a
national unifier. It becomes just another
battleground.

No Mystery. No Option

No nation serious about its future can
afford to undermine its education system
and expect to rise. Universities are not orna-
mental or figurines. They are engines of
thought. Schools are not expendable assets.
They are foundations of citizenship. When
these pillars weaken, the tremors are felt
beyond classrooms. The path forward is
not a mystery, and it leaves India with no
option. Public investment in education and
research must rise decisively, not incremen-
tally orin bits and spurts. Education requires
autonomy paired with accountability. Faculty
recruitment must prioritise excellence over
expedience. Research funding must reward
originality and long-term inquiry.

End of day, the ultra-critical aspect. Edu-
cation needs to be insulated from ideologi-
cal caprice. Merit, inquiry and reason must
be restored as non-negotiable and the only
acceptable principles.

From Nalanda to ITTs, India has known
intellectual ambition. That tells us that the
crisis we face today is not of capacity but of
will, because the fall from grace tscomplete.
Whether India chooses to climb bask or son-
tinue its slide into educational irrelevance
will determine not just its rankings, but its
future as a nation. The choice is an easy one.
Provided that we want the next generation
to speak knowledge.

The writer can be reached on
narayanrajeev2006@gmail.com.
Views expressed are personal
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Romila Thapar’s critique of the NCERT history textbook deletions—particularly regarding
the removal of the Mughal period, portions on Mahatma Gandhi’s assassination, and
references to social inequalities—focuses on the dangers of politicising pedagogy and
breaking historical continuity. She argues that these actions are not “rationalisation” but
“rationing” of knowledge, designed to foster a narrow, ideological, and often inaccurate
understanding of India’s past.

Ranjan Solomon

| share Romila Thapar’s views entirely. Her sharp criticism of the removal of Mughal history
from NCERT textbooks is not merely an academic objection; it is a political warning of
profound importance for India’s democracy, intellectual life, and moral future.

Speaking at the Kerala Literature Festival in January 2026, Thapar called the deletion of
Mughal and Delhi Sultanate history from school textbooks “nonsense.” The bluntness of her
words is deliberate. What is at stake is not a minor curriculum adjustment but the integrity
of historical understanding itself. History, she reminds us, is not a menu from which
governments may choose what suits their ideological appetite. It is a continuous, evolving
process shaped by people, cultures, conflicts, and exchanges over centuries. To tear out
entire dynasties is to rupture the story of India itself.

The Mughal period is not an isolated chapter that can be safely discarded. It is woven into
the very fabric of Indian society—its administrative systems, architectural traditions,
languages, legal frameworks, agrarian policies, and cultural synthesis. Remove it, and
students are left with unexplained gaps: How did modern governance evolve? Why do our
cities, monuments, cuisines, and idioms look the way they do? How did ideas of pluralism,
court culture, and imperial administration develop? A history taught in fragments becomes
incoherent, and incoherence breeds ignorance.

Thapar’s most crucial intervention, however, lies in exposing the political motivation behind
these deletions. She rightly identifies them as attempts to reshape the past to suit a
narrow ideological project masquerading as nationalism. This is not about improving
pedagogy or reducing syllabus burden; it is about manufacturing a politically convenient
memory. When history is filtered through ideology, it ceases to be a tool for understanding
and becomes an instrument of control.

165

https://clarionindia.net/lessons-from-romila-thapars-critique-of-ncerts-history-deletions/ 1/3


https://clarionindia.net/author/clalrionindia/
https://clarionindia.net/category/history/
https://clarionindia.net/category/india/
https://clarionindia.net/category/opinion/
https://clarionindia.net/

1/27/26, 9:33 AM Lessons from Romila Thapar’s Critique of NCERT’s History Deletions - Clarion India
Thapar argues that history is a continuous, interconnected process. Deleting large sections
(such as 300 years of the medieval period) creates unbridgeable gaps that confuse students
and hinder a comprehensive understanding of how events are linked. She asserts that the
deletions are not aimed at reducing academic burden (as claimed) but are a deliberate
attempt to enforce a specific ideological, and majoritarian view of history, replacing critical

inquiry with a “homogenous” narrative.

The danger here is twofold. First, it reduces history to propaganda. Second, it trains young
minds to accept selective truth as the norm. Students are not encouraged to question,
analyse, or understand complexity; instead, they are fed a sanitised narrative designed to
produce conformity. This is what Thapar means when she warns against “closing the mind.”
A closed mind is not curious, not critical, and not free. It is obedient. The prohibition of
discussions on deleted topics in classrooms is a direct attack on critical thinking. She
emphasises that education should encourage students to ask “why” and “how,” rather than
passively accepting a singular, government-approved narrative.

Equally important is her warning about the rise of “pop history”—simplistic, sensational,
and often false narratives circulating widely on social media. When professional, evidence-
based history is pushed out of classrooms, it does not disappear. It survives in universities,
research institutions, and international scholarship. What disappears is access to rigor for
ordinary students. The result is a divided intellectual world: one where serious history
continues elsewhere, while citizens educated at home are left with distortions, myths, and
half-truths. By erasing or reducing content on diverse cultural interactions, the Bhakti-Sufi
traditions, or uncomfortable aspects of social history (like caste), the deletions threaten to
erode India’s secular, democratic, and pluralistic identity.

This should deeply concern anyone who cares about India’s place in the world. A country
that teaches manipulated history to its children isolates itself intellectually. It raises
generations unfamiliar with how historians work—with evidence, debate, contradiction, and
revision. Instead of learning that history is contested and complex, students learn that it is
fixed, unquestionable, and aligned with power. That is not education; it is indoctrination.

Thapar’s critique also carries an ethical lesson. The Mughal period, like all historical eras,
includes achievements and failures, tolerance and violence, innovation and excess. To teach
history honestly is not to glorify rulers or whitewash oppression, but to confront the past in
its entirety. Selective deletion does the opposite: it replaces moral engagement with
erasure. A society that cannot face its past honestly will struggle to deal justly with its
present

Thapar’s overarching lesson is that for a democracy to thrive, its education system must
foster independent thought, and that a “Nation” depends on drawing diverse people
together, rather than segregating them through a filtered, divisive history.

Ranjan Solomon is a writer, researcher and activist based in Goa. He has worked in social
movements since he was 19 years of age. The views expressed here are the author’s own
and Clarion India does not necessarily share or subscribe to them. He can be contacted at
ranjan.solomon@gmail.com 166
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Department of school education and literacy tableau at R-
Day parade hails India’s knowledge legacy

PTI 26 January, 2026 11:52 am IST

ThePrint

What You Need to Know

The Republic Day tableau by the Dept. of School Education and Literacy highlighted India's
knowledge legacy and NEP 2020's role in school education. From ancient wisdom (Aryabhata) to
future-ready learning (VR, robotics) via PM SHRI Schools, it depicted education as key to 'Viksit
Bharat 2047, fostering holistic, skilled, and value-driven citizens.

*Al-generated summa: v ‘ontext in original text.
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Department of school education and literacy tableau at R-Day parade hails India's knowledge legacy — ThePrint — PTIFeed

New Delhi, Jan 26 (PTI) The Republic Day tableau of the Department of School Education
and Literacy showcased India’s timeless knowledge legacy and its dynamic evolution
under the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, portraying school education as a key
driver towards ‘Viksit Bharat 2047.

The narrative spanned from ancient wisdom to future-ready learning, unified under the
arch of a PM SHRI School.

Powered By

pcs.visionias.in

At the front end of the float, an idol of Aryabhata watched over smiling children holding
‘Shunya’ (zero) and a globe, symbolising India’s enduring contribution to global knowledge
and the passing of this legacy to future generations.

Wings behind the children represented NEP 2020, enabling confidence, opportunity, and
global readiness rooted in “Aatmanirbharta”.

Children using VR headsets depicted “ancient roots, digital wings,” while ‘Jaadui Pitara’
highlighted joyful, play-based, mother-tongue foundational learning through indigenous
toys and multilingual materials.

The tableau depicted the Prime Minister Schools for Rising India — (PM SHRI) School gate
with children planting saplings, symbolising inclusion, environmental consciousness, and
the ethos of Mission LiFE. A student engaged with tools highlighted the importance of
skill education from an early stage.
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The central section depicted the holistic integration of martial arts, performing arts, and
sports into education. A robotic hand symbolised the seamless blend of tradition and
technology — from ‘takhti’ to tablet — guided by values.

The tableau culminated at the Viksit Bharat 2047 tower, showcasing smart classrooms,
tinkering labs, and innovation hubs.

Icons of books, gears, and circuits represented PM SHRI Schools as embodiments of
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, transforming every child — across regions,
genders, and abilities — into skilled, value-driven citizens.

The NEP 2020 is presented as the rocket accelerating India’s school education reforms
towards a developed nation. PTI PLB MPL SKY SKY

This report is auto-generated from PTI news service. ThePrint holds no responsibility for
its content.
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As India embraces AL in education, the real challenge is not adoption,
but designing systems rooted in scale, diversity

and classroom reality

ndia has been here before.

When the country decided
to build Aadhaar, scepticism
was widespread. No nation had

attempted identity on such a scale,
across such diversity, and under such
uneven infrastructure. The safer option
would have been to copy smaller,
proven global systems.

India chose a harder path.

What made Aadhaar transformative
was not just its design, but its sustained
application over time—accelerated fur-
ther through the Digital India initiatives.
It was imagined from first principles and
then patiently embedded into real use
cases, at scale, under real constraints.
That decision reshaped public service
delivery in ways few had anticipated.

India now stands at a similar inflex-
ion point with artificial intelligence in
education.

The question before us is not whether
Al will enter classrooms. It already has.
The more important question is whether
India will use AT merely to digitise exist-
ing practices, or whether it will once
again design from first principles, rooted
in its own realities of scale, diversity, and
aspiration.

Moving Beyond Catching Up

Much of the global conversation on
Al in education is shaped by systems
very different from India’s: smaller class-
rooms, uniform learner profiles, abun-
dant resources, and stable infrastructure.
These perspectives are valuable, but they
are not universal.

India’s opportunity is not to copy
someone else’s model. It is to build
approaches native to its own context.
When Al is approached as a replica-
tion exercise, it risks becoming cos-
metic. When it is approached as a
problem-solving tool, it can unlock
structural change.

Al is not just another technology
layer. It is a force multiplier. But force
multipliers deliver value only when intent
is clear, innovation is central, and use
cases are grounded in classroom reality.

children and teachers it empowers at scale

India’s true Al legacy in education will be measured not by technology, but by the

Scale as a Strategic Advantage

Indias education system is often
described as too large to fix. That fram-
ing misses the point.

Scale, when paired with coherence,
can become a strength—as India’s IT
industry demonstrated over the last three
decades. India educates children across
languages, geographies, and learning
levels that often coexist within the same
classroom. This complexity is usually
seen as a constraint. It is also a powerful
design opportunity.

Al systems shaped by this diversity
have the potential to be among the most
resilient and adaptable in the world.
But that requires origination, not imi-
tation. Solutions must be designed for
environments where variability is con-
stant, constraints are normal, and scale
is unavoidable.

Public education systems are
uniquely positioned to do this work.
With the right policy direction, data gov-
ernance, and institutional alignment,
Al can help governments move from
episodic interventions to continuous
improvement.

Augmenting the Teacher,
Not Replacing Them

A central concern in the Al debate
is the role of the teacher. Will AI replace
human judgment?

The more relevant question is how Al
can strengthen it.

When thoughtfully designed, Al
can reduce administrative load, surface
learning gaps early, and make classroom
instruction easier to deliver. If teach-
ers had even 30 per cent more time to
teach, learning outcomes would inevi-
tably improve.

Experience shows that out-
comes improve not when teachers
are told more, but when they are
helped more. AT’s most powerful
role in education is not automation,
but enablement. Used well, it can
restore the teacher’s role as a profes-
sional decision-maker rather than
reduce it to compliance.

Avoiding Superficial Transformation

Every technology wave brings temp-
tation—speed over substance, visibility
over value, pilots that look impressive
but change little.

170

Al is no exception.
Sustainable impact comes when sys-
tems rethink how the education deliv-
ery cycle is organised, how pedagogical
decisions are made, and how account-
ability for learning is structured. Data
alone does not create understanding.
Value emerges when data is combined |
with context, innovation, leadership, |
and intent. |

This is where policy leadership mat-
ters. Governments have the ability to |
steer Al away from fragmented experi- |
mentation towards outcomes-aligned |
platforms that compound over time.

This is also where platforms such |
as the India AT Impact Summit (16— !
20 February 2026) play an important |
role—not as showcases of novelty, but
as spaces for alignment where lead-
ers can focus on first principles such
as equity, scale, and human-centred
design. Transformation, after all, is a
collective endeavour.

Designing for the Last Child, the Indian Way

IfIndia is to lead differently, one prin-
ciple must remain central: AT must work
for the last child, not just the most con-
nected one.

Equally important, Al must enable
teachers, not bypass them. Profit-driven,
subscription-led models often sell the
dream of a teacher-less classroom. In my
experience of working for over a decade
in rural education, meaningful learning
happens only when teachers inspire it
inside classrooms.

India has a rare opportunity to shape
Al in education as a force that amplifies

human potential rather than replaces it, -

strengthens public systems, and expands
possibilities at scale. We saw this hap-
pen in Indian IT; it can happen in edu-
cation, too.

When the future of education is
written, AT should be remembered not

for its sophistication, but for the chil-

dren it helped us finally reach—by mak-
ing teaching easier, more joyful, and
more effective.

Views expressed are personal
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to share curriculum updates

Tmves News NETwork

T he NCERT has introduced an
: official Whats App channel for

students to share verified in-
formation. The channel aims to pro-
vide reliable updates on curriculum
changes, textbooks, teacher train-
ing, educational Iesearch, and inj-
tiatives focused on ensuring quali-
ty. equity, and holisticlearning. Stu-
dents can follow the WhatsApp
channel through the followinglinkto
receive regular updates: https.//url-
shortener.me/921C

Earlier, NCERT had launched an
interactive programme that uses Al
to help students strengthen their
mathematical gkills, Additionally,
NCERT is expected to soon receive
deemed—to-be—univemity status, a
development that would expand itg
scope beyond school education to in-
cludehighereducation and advanced
Tesearch. With this status, NCERT
will be able to operate as a full-
fledged research university, allowing
it to introduce in-house Tesearch pro-
grammes and independently confer
UG, PG and doctoral degrees.

The Times Of adin
CE&U—( cakion  Timss)
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Republic Day Parade 2026:
Dept of School Education &
Literacy spotlights NEP 2020
& India’s knowledge
tradition

Wings behind the children represented NEP 2020, enabling confidence,
opportunity, and global readiness rooted in "Aatmanirbharta".

By: PTI
New Delhi | Updated: January 27, 2026 09:17 AM IST

As Trusted
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The narrative spanned from ancient wisdom to future-ready learning, unified under the arch of a PM SHRI
School. (Image: Screengrab from MoE X video) 172
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The Republic Day tableau of the Department of School Education and Literacy

chnwrracad TnAinlde timmalace Irnnuarladoan Tamarnyr anA 1te Axrmamiare axrrnhiitinnm 11mAdar tha

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, portraying school education as a key driver
towards Viksit Bharat 2047°. The narrative spanned from ancient wisdom to future-

ready learning, unified under the arch of a PM SHRI School.

Read | Padma Awards 2026

At the front end of the float, an idol of Aryabhata watched over smiling children
holding ‘Shunya’ (zero) and a globe, symbolising India’s enduring contribution to

global knowledge and the passing of this legacy to future generations.

Wings behind the children represented NEP 2020, enabling confidence, opportunity,

and global readiness rooted in “Aatmanirbharta”.

Children using VR headsets depicted “ancient roots, digital wings,” while ‘Jaadui
Pitara’ highlighted joyful, play-based, mother-tongue foundational learning through

indigenous toys and multilingual materials.

The tableau depicted the Prime Minister Schools for Rising India — (PM SHRI) School
gate with children planting saplings, symbolising inclusion, environmental
consciousness, and the ethos of Mission LiFE. A student engaged with tools

highlighted the importance of skill education from an early stage.

The central section depicted the holistic integration of martial arts, performing arts,
and sports into education. A robotic hand symbolised the seamless blend of tradition
and technology — from ‘takhti’ to tablet — guided by values. The tableau culminated
at the Viksit Bharat 2047 tower, showcasing smart classrooms, tinkering labs, and

innovation hubs.

Icons of books, gears, and circuits represented PM SHRI Schools as embodiments of
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, transforming every child — across regions,
genders, and abilities — into skilled, value-driven citizens. The NEP 2020 is presented
as the rocket accelerating India’s school education reforms towards a developed

nation.

173

https://indianexpress.com/article/education/republic-day-parade-2026-dept-of-school-education-literacy-spotlights-nep-2020-indias-knowledge-tra. .. 2/3


https://indianexpress.com/article/education/padma-awards-2026-full-list-science-engineering-education-republic-day-10495084/

1/28/26, 10:08 AM Press Release:Press Information Bureau

Special Service and Features

lIT Madras Pravartak, SWAYAM Plus launch free
Al Training for Rural School Teachers across
India

Ufafd fafd: 27 JAN 2026 9:18PM by PIB Chennai

IIT Madras Pravartak Technologies Foundation is partnering with the Union
Education Ministry’s SWAYAM Plus to launch Artificial Intelligence Training for
Rural School Teachers across India. These courses are being offered at no cost to
the participants.

The ‘Al for Educators - K12 Teachers’ (Classes I to XII) Certification Course,
starting S5th February 2026, will equip educators with essential skills to integrate
Al into classroom teaching and learning. The last date to register for this course
through online is 31st January 2026.

This 40-hour program has been designed to help teachers confidently adopt Al
tools and methodologies to enhance learning outcomes while ensuring inclusive
and responsible use of technology in schools and colleges. Highlighting the need
for such initiatives, Mr. Balamurali Shankar, Chief Knowledge Officer, IIT Madras
Pravartak Technologies Foundation said, “Al is rapidly reshaping the future of
education. Through this program, we aim to empower teachers with practical Al
tools and pedagogical strategies that enhance classroom effectiveness and student
engagement. This course will help educators become future-ready and confident in
adopting Al responsibly,”

The course is intended Teachers from rural schools and will be taught in English
language. The Assessment will be in Virtual, Proctored mode. The Certification Fee
will be waived for the first 500 teachers from rural schools who complete the
training

Application link: https://iitmpravartak.org.in/Al_Educators_K12_teachers

*kk

TV/SE
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

NCERT launches new WhatsApp channel for
students and teachers: Here's what it offers

TOI Education | Jan 27,2026, 02.55 PM IST

fanal Sﬁﬂqﬂﬂ The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has started an official WhatsApp channel. This channel
will give students, teachers, and parents direct updates about
textbooks, changes in the curriculum, teacher training programs,
and other important education news.

NCERT said the channel is meant to deliver information quickly
and clearly. It will help people avoid wrong information that
sometimes spreads on social media. Since most people in India
use mobile phones, the council says this is an easy way to reach
millions of students and teachers. The WhatsApp channel is also
part of NCERT's larger digital plans, which include the DIKSHA
platform with online learning materials.

— ncert (@ncert)

Reliable updates for students and teachers
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The channel will send updates about textbook changes, new learning materials, and updates in the school
curriculum. Teachers will get information on training programs, workshops, and research reports to keep them
up to date. NCERT said these updates are for everyone involved in school education, so students and teachers get
correct and timely information.

This channel will be of great use to teachers who are preparing their lessons using NCERT study material. They
will be able to ensure that their students are learning the correct syllabus through this channel. Parents will also
be able to stay updated about what their children are learning in school and what new programs are available to
help them with education at home.

Part of wider digital engagement and authenticity drive

The launch comes when NCERT is also fighting against pirated textbooks. Recently, the council seized tens of
thousands of illegal copies to protect genuine learning materials. The WhatsApp channel shows NCERT's focus
on giving reliable information both online and offline.

How to join the channel

Anyone can access the WhatsApp channel, including students, teachers, and parents. The link has been posted
on the website and social media sites by NCERT. It is very easy to access, and once done, people will receive
updates about textbooks, changes in the curriculum, teacher training, and other programs. This will help NCERT
reach more people easily.

With this step, NCERT is making education more open, easy to access, and reliable for millions of students,

teachers, and parents across India.
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Govt to promote school teachers on
performance basis

Government school teachers’ promotions will now be linked to classroom performance
and demonstrated competencies rather than seniority alone, with the NCTE rolling out
the NPST

Published on: Jan 27, 2026 4:00 AM IST C@

=P ANALISI 1N A< By]

Government school teachers’ promotions will now be linked to
classroom performance and demonstrated competencies rather
than seniority alone, with the National Council for Teacher
Education (NCTE) rolling out the National Professional
Standards for Teachers (NPST), a new framework that seeks to
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Govt to promote school teachers on performance basis

The shift, aligned with National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
calls for common guiding standards that outline expectations
from teachers at different stages of expertise and the

competencies required at each level of schooling. It has
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A TT-mempers expert commitiee consuuied by NU I E 1IN AUgUST
2021 had prepared the NPST guiding document in August
2024. NCTE on January 19 launched the NPST handbook to

“translate NPST into practice.” HT has a copy of the NPST
handbook.

NCTE chairperson Pankaj Arora said the rollout will be gradual,
with a pilot phase running until March 2026. The council has
planned five national conclaves and 30 regional and state-level
workshops to onboard 25,000 teachers and principals from
2,500 schools, including Kendriya Vidyalayas, Navodaya
Vidyalayas and state-run CBSE-affiliated schools.

More Stories >

Woman claims 10-
year-old boys made
obscene remarks...
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“During the pilot phase, we are familiarising teachers with
NPST and strengthening the portal. After March 2026, we will
hold meetings with states that will adapt the framework to their
local needs while maintaining minimum benchmarks in line with
NPST. Our goal is to onboard all 10 million school teachers,
including those from private schools, by 2030,” he said.

However, the framework has triggered mixed reactions from
teachers and leaders of teacher unions, who argue that
accountability is being tightened without addressing long-
standing structural gaps.

Mohammad Haseeb, principal of a government primary school
in Uttar Pradesh’s Sultanpur, said performance-based
assessment cannot be fair in poorly resourced schools.
“Without fixing internet connectivity in schools that lack it,
evaluation becomes meaningless. They want to assess
teachers, which shows that they do not trust teachers who have
been teaching for years,” he said.
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including mid-day meal supervision and extensive data entry
across multiple digital platforms, warning that NPST’s evidence
requirements could further reduce classroom time.

“Adding more documentation in the name of assessment under
NPST will only push teaching further into non-teaching work,
which will affect the learning of students,” said Kuldeep Khatri,
president of the Shikshak Nyay Manch, a union representing
teachers in Municipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) schools.

Some teacher bodies, however, have welcomed the shift.
Satpal Sindhu, president of the Haryana School Lecturers’
Association, said promotions should not be automatic.
“Assessment-based progression is healthier than seniority
alone, as long as evaluations are fair and transparent,” he said.

Responding to concerns, Arora said, “NPST is not a policing or
check on teachers. It is aimed towards nurturing their potential,
acknowledging their expertise to enable their professional
growth in line with the NEP 2020. With a reform of this scale,
policy must be shaped for the future and for all teachers, not
just those hesitant about change. NCTE will provide continuous
support through the NPST portal.”
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Experts have cautioned that implementation will determine the
framework’s success. Amit Khare, a former director of
elementary education in the union government, said merit-
based promotion is a sound idea but warned against excessive
subjectivity. “Assessments must be standardised, and seniority
should still carry some weight. Experience cannot be treated as
irrelevant,” he said, adding that digital reforms must not further
erode teachers’ autonomy.

Ramya Venkataraman, a member of the NPST drafting
committee and CEO of global teacher competency platform
Centre for Teacher Accreditation (CENTA), said competency-
based progression is long overdue in teaching. “NPST will be
best implemented in a public—private partnership model, where
the reach and policy framework of the government combine
with the agility and user-friendliness of the private sector,” she
added
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The NPST handbook defines clear, measurable benchmarks for
teaching quality and aims to replace the existing seniority-
driven promotion system with a performance- and competency-
based model.

Under the new norms, teachers will be required to register on a
dedicated NPST digital platform managed by NCTE and
progress through three career stages: proficient, advanced, and
expert. Each stage with a minimum of five years of period is
mapped across three broad standards — core values and
ethics, knowledge and practice, and professional growth and
development — spread over 13 domains and 16 sub-domains,
covering pedagogy, assessment, inclusion, classroom
management, technology use, mentoring, and lifelong learning.

Unlike the current system, where promotions are largely
determined by years of service, qualifications, and periodic
appraisals, NPST has introduced structured competency
mapping. Career progression will be assessed through a mix of
self-assessment (30%), documented professional evidence
such as lesson plans, innovation and mentoring (40%), and
external evaluation by school heads or authorised assessors
(30%). Teachers can take self-assessment once per academic
year, but they have to complete five self-assessment modules
over a minimum five-year period in each stage and secure a
cumulative score of at least 75% to move to the next stage..
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ement revised norms in Ietter an’d spirit

HE decision of the Cenh'alBoard of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE) to make the
appointment of socio-emotional and career
oounse]lorsmandatoryma]lafﬁhaiedschools

i is commendable. Schools now must appointa
weﬂnessteacherandacm'eeroounsellorforeveq5003tu
dents enrolled in Classes IX to XTI Quallﬁcatlon nonns

tcicompleteasﬂ-hourtmmngprograrmn e inamtam
o?nsxstent may nntbeenwgh,butmsashep
forward in prowdmg a umform mental h‘é‘é@ ‘support
ﬁfamework.md filling the gaps. in the current arrange-
ment. Implementing the new requirement in letter and
spirit is now the big challenge. Much of it will depend on
the approach of the school managements. They will have
n;maketheleapﬁmncmmdexmgmas a diktat to be fol-
lowed casually to enforcing it as absolutelyegssmhalfor
pwvldmg amore compreher_:swe school experience.
" The CBSE move follows apubhc mtemst litigation
%:gbefore the Ralasﬁlan nghCou.rt. It highlighted the
mental health chaﬂengesaﬁwng smdemg, includ-
mg academic stressand lack,ofsjaucwredcareer guid-
ance. The high-pressure environment, it pointed out,
requires both emotional and social support. The petition-
:;Ehare hopeful of similar reforms in schopl,’é affiliated
state boa.nds and even in colleges and universities.
i fonnsakeypartofﬂleoounseuors con-
versatlons with students, parents and - feaebers, but as
thmrrolemdens theytooneedasupportnet\mrkPro-
visions for feedback on case studies, regular seminars
andupgradedh'ammgmodule:swou]dhelpmwhatlsan
ever evolvmgleammg process for all the
Sensitisation, coping strategxes,skiﬂs fo managmg
stress — counselling is a serious emdea, Career
guidance demands a perceptive outlook and informed
mSlghts First and foremost, accord these professmnals
the respect they deserve. \
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No discrimination under new UGC equlty rules: Pradhan
Students stage stir

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Tuesday sought to allay
concerns over the new
2026 University Grants
Commission regulations
on promoting equity in
higher education institu-

tions, amid protests and al- -

legations that the rules dis-
criminate against “general
category” students.

Speaking to pressper-
sons in Rajasthan, Mr.
Pradhan said the regula-
tions had been notified un-
der the supervision of the
Supreme Court. He said
“there will be no discrimi-
nation” .and that “no one
will have the right to mis-
use anything in the name
of discrimination”.

His remarks came
against the backdrop of

protests against the UGC
regulations in cities such as
Lucknow, Indore, and New
Delhi, with more demon-
strations planned in the
coming days, and multiple
petitions filed in the Su-
preme Court challenging
the framework.

The new regulations,
notified on January 13, de-
fine “caste-based discrimi-
nation” as discrimination
on the basis of caste or
tribe against those belong-
ing to the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes, and the Other Back-
ward Classes. The final ver-
sion drops a provision pro-
posed in an earlier draft to
penalise false complaints.

Critics of the rules have
argued that by not recog-
nising students from the
“general category” as po-
tential victims of caste-
based discrimination, the

Volcmg dissent: Students staging a protest agamst the new UGC
regulations near Lucknow University on Tuesday. PTi

definition itself is discrimi-
natory. They also flagged
the absence of a mechan-
ism to act against com-
plaints believed to be false.

Mr. Pradhan said, “I
want to assure everyone
that no one will be subject

to harassment and there

will be no discrimination.
No one will have the right

to misuse anything in the
name of discrimination.”
He added that whether
it was the UGC, the Centre
Or any State governments,
it will be their responsibili-
ty to ensure fair
implementgﬁo:u. \,

(AR f
i NUED ON-
»PAGEL0

187

against rules in UP.

LUCKNOW

The University  Grants
Commission (UGC)’s new
regulations triggered prot-
ests in Uttar Pradesh on
Tuesday, with a section of
students demonstrating at
Lucknow University
against the rules, alleging
they would affect their stu-
dies and future,

The protesting students
staged a sit-in at the univer-
sity’s main gate and raised
slogans against the UGC,

d claiming the Umversnty _

énxmssxm (Pr. o- g :

Educat:on ; Institutxons)

Regulations, 2026 could
lead to caste conflict and
disrupt social harmony on
campuses. “We demand
that the UGC reconsider
the framework and initiate |
a wider, inclusive dialogue
before enforcing the new
rules. These rules disturb
the social balance” said
Anmol Singh, an LLB stu-|
dent, told presspersons.
The issue has sparked
dissent within the BJP, with
a few local leaders express-
ing anger over the regula-
tions and resigning from |
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

Marathi subject mandatory in all schools across
boards, says Maharashtra govt after MNS
complaint

Jan 28,2026, 03.29 PM IST

MUMBAI: Maharashtra government has reiterated that Marathi is
a compulsory subject across all schools in the state — irrespective
of board or medium — responding to a complaint raised by
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena (MNS) leader Amit Thackeray over
alleged non-compliance by several private institutions.

In a letter addressed to the state school education minister earlier
this month, Thackeray had flagged that despite the Marathi
Language Act, 2020, which makes Marathi subject mandatory in
all schools, several private and international board institutions,

?3* : including those affiliated to CBSE, ICSE and IB, were flouting the
)

L
W

rule. He had termed the sidelining of Marathi in classrooms a
serious violation of the state's cultural identity and urged strict
action against errant schools. "Marathi is not just a subject, it is the soul of Maharashtra. Denying students their
right to learn the state language is unacceptable," Thackeray had written, calling for inspections and withdrawal

o
Yy

of recognition, where required.
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1/30/26, 9:00 AM Marathi subject mandatory in all schools across boards, says Maharashtra govt after MNS complaint - Times of India
In its official response, the education department confirmed that the Marathi Language Act, 2020 mandates the
teaching and learning of Marathi in all schools across mediums and managements. It added that enforcement of
the order rests with the deputy directors of education in each region, who are responsible for monitoring
compliance. Govt said implementation instructions were issued from April 2020 onwards, followed by repeated
circulars to education officers and school authorities.
Backing the govt's stand, deputy director of education of Mumbai Region Rajesh Kankal said monitoring carried
out this academic year showed largely high compliance. "A survey done this academic year itself showed only two
to three Kendriya Vidyalaya schools in the Mumbai Metropolitan Region that weren't teaching Marathi, which
was dealt with," he said.

Kankal underlined that the rule applies uniformly. "Every board, medium, aided or unaided has to comypulsorily
teach Marathi. My own son studies in an ICSE school in class X and he learns Marathi. If there are some errant
schools who aren't teaching Marathi, we should be notified and we will look into the matter," he added.
However, MNS's student wing remains sceptical. Maharashtra Navnirman Vidyarthi Sena's general secretary
Santosh Gangrude said, "According to our understanding, there are many schools in Maharashtra which are not
teaching Marathi and to prove this MNS plans to conduct a survey of schools across the state."
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NEEEV: Green innovations take
centre stage at Delhi’s schools

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: From Avenger-in-
spired models designed to
combat dust storms to stu-
dent-led solutions for e-waste,
fitness and sustainable living,
innovation took centre stage
atthe NEEEV zonal event held
on Wednesday at Sarvodaya
Kanya Vidyalaya Moti Bagh-I.

Organised by Directorate
of Education across Delhi
govt schools, the showcase
highlighted how classrooms
are steadily transforming in-
to incubators of ideas. The
New Era of Entrepreneurial
Ecosystem & Vision (NEE-
EV) programme mobilised
nearly 25,000 students across
5,000 teams, culminating in
4,829 projects. At the Moti
Bagh round, 46 students from
different zones presented the-
ir prototypes and concepts,
offeringaglimpse intoa gene-
ration learning to solve real-
world problems through crea-
tivity and enterprise.

The diversity of projects
reflected both local concerns
and global aspirations, rang-
ing from e-waste recycling ini-
tiatives such as Bond With E-
Waste, organic and sustainab-
le food concepts like Grow Or-
ganically and Nutrition Fre-
aks, to tech-enabled ideas,
including Al Fitness Team.
Others explored affordable fil-
tration systems (Filter), alter-
native energy and mechanical

innovation (Power Engine),

creative enterprises (Art and
Work), and youth-focused
brands such as Gen-Z Clot-
hings. The projects pointed to
strong themes oﬂsg.&inabﬂi-
ty, health, circular economy

and practical technology, de-
monstrating how students are
blending social impact with
entrepreneurship.

Addressing the students,
education minister Ashish
Sood underlined the scale of
India’s startup journey and
Delhi’s push tonurture it ear-
ly. “Earlier, there were only a
handful of startups in the co-
untry, whereas today more
than two lakh startupsareac-
tively operating across In-
dia,” he said. Reflecting this
momentum, Delhigovt inves-
ted nearly Rs 10 crore this ye-
ar under NEEEV, supporting
close to 5,000 teams with Rs
20,000each.

“This exercise was not me-
rely about pitching ideas; it
was a process of learning to
think creatively, imagine bold-
ly and build self-confidence,”
Sood said. “This funding was
not given with the expectation
that every idea would succeed,
but to instil belief in children
that their ideas are possible

G

g

Education minister Ashish Sood meets students

and that govt stands firmly
withthem.”

Soodalsohighlighted how
the programme was resha-
ping learning beyond textbo-
oks. Around 1.5 lakh students
fromnearly 1,000 schools wor-
ked onmorethan 30,000ideas,
supported by weekly NEEEV
periods, structured innova-
tion councils, industry visits,
specialised workshops and
over 2,000 dialogue sessions
with entrepreneurs.

Govt is planning scientific
validation of promising inno-
vations in collaboration with
leading technical institutions,
enabling students to refine
and strengthen their ideas.
“These students, 17-18 years
old today, will be Amrit Peedhi
that leads the nation when In-
dia becomes a developed co-
untry in 2047,” Sood said.

Launched last Sept and
aligned with NEP 2020, NEE-
EV connects over five lakh
students to an ecosystem of
entrepreneurship.
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Ministry of Finance

EDUCATION THE CORE PILLAR OF HUMAN
CAPITAL AND CENTRAL TO SHAPING THE
NATION'S GROWTH PATH TOWARDS VIKSIT
BHARAT @2047 : ECONOMIC SURVEY 2025-
2026

ACHIEVEMENTS IN EDUCATION MARKED BY ENHANCED
LITERACY RATES, INCREASING ENROLMENT IN
SCHOOLS AND HIGHER EDUCATION INSTITUTIONS,
PROVISION OF VOCATIONAL EDUCATION AVENUES, SAYS
THE SURVEY

GROSS ENROLMENT RATIO (GER) REACHES AT 90.9 FOR
PRIMARY STAGE AND 90.3 FOR UPPER PRIMARY STAGE

INDIA NOW HAS 23 IITS, 21 IIMS, AND 20 AlIMS,
ALONGSIDE TWO INTERNATIONAL IIT CAMPUSES IN
ZANZIBAR AND ABU DHABI

ACADEMIC BANK OF CREDIT COVERS 2660
INSTITUTIONS, WITH OVER 4.6 CRORE IDs ISSUED

FLEXIBLE ENTRY-EXIT PATHWAYS AND BIANNUAL
ADMISSIONS INTRODUCED BY 153 UNIVERSITIES TO
ACHIEVE THE NEP TARGET OF 50 % GER BY 2035

INDIAN HEIs TO OFFER TWINNING, JOINT, AND DUAL
DEGREE PROGRAMMES WITH REPUTED FOREIGN
UNIVERSITIES, WHILE 15 FOREIGN HEIs ARE EXPECTED
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TO SET UP CAMPUSES IN INDIA

STRUCTURED SKILLING PATHWAYS IN SECONDARY
SCHOOLS TO PROVIDE EARLY EXPOSURE TO
EMPLOYABLE COMPETENCIES, SAYS ECONOMIC
SURVEY 2025-2026

Posted On: 29 JAN 2026 1:50PM by PIB Delhi

In the education space, progress in school and higher education has been at the back of enhanced quality
and access through community engagement, effective assessments, improved accountability, and
stronger alignment between education and skill requirements states the Economic Survey 2025-2026
tabled in Parliament today by Union Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs, Smt. Nirmala

Sitharaman .

According to the Survey, the achievements in the education space have been marked by enhanced
literacy rates, increasing enrolment in schools and higher education institutions, provision of vocational
education avenues, etc. The Right to Education Act 2009 and the National Education Policy 2020 (NEP)
have played a crucial role in shaping the education landscape by expanding access to quality education

universally, promoting equity, and driving innovation in teaching and learning.

India has made notable gains in school enrolment by strengthening infrastructure and teacher capacity,
with schemes like Poshan Shakti Nirman and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan promoting access and equity.
Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) are 90.9 at the primary stage (Grade I to V), 90.3 at the upper primary
(Grade VI to VIII), 78.7 at the secondary stage (Grade IX and X) and 58.4 at the higher secondary stage
(Grade XI and XII).

Progress in school education

School education forms the foundation of human capital and is central to shaping the nation’s growth
path towards Viksit Bharat @2047. Experiences from fast-growing Asian economies clearly demonstrate
that consistent investments in education, skills development, and technology can significantly enhance

productivity, foster innovation, and accelerate economic transformation.

To fully convert its vast human resource base into high-quality human capital, India needs to raise its
Expected Years of Schooling (EYS) to 15-year set by NEP’s 5+3+3+4 schooling structure for ages 3-18.
This requires a holistic, lifecycle approach that encompasses early childhood education, foundational
literacy and numeracy (FLN), universal secondary schooling, and the seamless integration of vocational
and digital skills.

To achieve the goals of NEP, the government launched school-level schemes such as the Sarv Shiksha
Abhiyan, ULLAS, PM-SHRI(PM-Schools for Rising India), PM POSHAN (PM Poshan Shakti Nirman)
and initiatives, such as PARAKH, Vidya Pravesh, DIKSHA (Digital Infrastructure for Knowledge
Sharing), NIPUN Bharat Mission and Atal Tinkering Labs.In school education, the policy emphasises
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Early Childhood Care and Education (ECCE), FLN, reducing dropouts, ensuring universal access,
revamping curriculum and pedagogy, strengthening teacher capacity, promoting equity, and improving
quality.

School infrastructure

India operates one of the world’s largest school systems, serving 24.69 crore students across 14.71 lakh
schools, supported by over 1.01 crore teachers (UDISE+ 2024-25). Aligned with the NEP goal of
achieving a 100 per cent gross enrolment ratio (GER) from pre-primary to secondary education by 2030,
steady progress has been observed across all school levels.

GER scores, as per NEP academic structure, are 95.4 at the preparatory stage (Grade III to Grade V),
90.3 at the middle stage (Grade VI to Grade VIII), and 68.5 at the secondary stage (Grade IX to Grade
XII). Various Government of India schemes have been instrumental in improving the GER . These
include setting up of 13,076 PM shri Schools in 33 states / UTs, Co-location of Anganwadi Centres in
2,99,544 Schools to create a unified and strengthened Early childhood Care and Education (ECCE)
system for universal access to high quality learning. Schemes like Jaadui Pitara, e Jaaduai pitara, Kitab
Ek Padhe Anek and Bhartiya Bhasha Pustak Scheme has made teaching material available to children in
local languages

India has made notable gains in school enrolment by strengthening infrastructure and teacher capacity,
with schemes like Poshan Shakti Nirman and Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan promoting access and equity.
Improving infrastructure, teacher skills through strengthened DIETs (District Institute of Education &
Training), and SCERTs (State Council of Educational Research and Training), and involving parents and
communities in governance can create an inclusive, learner focused environment. Combining these
strategies with curriculum and assessment reforms aligned with NEP and the use of digital platforms

such as PM e-Vidya can provide high-quality, equitable education, even in remote areas.
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Strengthening
Quality Education

» Right to Education Act, 2009 and
Mational Education Policy 2020 (NEP)
played crucial role in shaping
education landscape

+ @ross Enrolment Ratio (GER) stands at 90.9 at primary
{Grade | ko V), 303 at upper primary (Grade Vi ta WiI}, 7B.7 at
secondary (Grade X & X), 58.4 at higher secondary (Grade X & X1I)
and 29.5 at higher education stages

+ 23 01Ts, 21 1iMs & 20 AIIMS in India, alongside establishment of
2 international T campuses in Zanzibar and Abu Dhabi

+ Academic Bank of Credit covers 2660 institutions, with over
4.6 crore IDs issued

» Indian HEIs to offer twinning, joint & dual degree programmes
with reputed Foreign universities

Improvement in learning outcomes

Since 2001, National Achievement Surveys (NAS) conducted by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) have provided valuable insights into the school education system.
Building on this and with a focus on competency-based learning, PARAKH (Performance Assessment,
Review, and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development) Rashtriya Sarvekshan 2024 was
launched. The PARAKH 2024 findings inform that Grade III results show promising recovery post-
COVID. Compared to NAS 2021 and 2017, Grade III proficiency levels have rebounded significantly,
with 65 per cent of students proficient in Mathematics (up from 42 per cent in 2021) and 57 per cent in
Language (up from 39 per cent).

School-to-skill pathways

Embedding structured skilling pathways in secondary schools can make education more relevant,
provide early exposure to employable competencies, and transform schools into hubs of lifelong
learning. The PLFS 2023-24 highlights the limited coverage of training, with only 0.97 per cent of 14-
18-year-olds having received institutional skilling while nearly 92 per cent have none. Addressing this
gap is crucial for leveraging India’s demographic dividend. Skill education in schools would equip young
people with market-aligned skills, particularly in the service sector, which absorbs over half of the
formally trained youth, while reducing dropouts by linking education to economic opportunities.

Higher education
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The number of higher education institutions (HEIs) has increased from 51,534 in 2014-15 to 70,018 as of
June 2025. This increase is marked by substantial growth in universities and colleges. The number of
premier higher education institutions (HEIs) has expanded significantly between 2014-15 and 2024-25. It
now stands at 23 IITs, 21 1IMs, and 20 AIIMS, alongside the establishment of two international II'T
campuses in Zanzibar and Abu Dhabi.

The All-India Survey on Higher Education (AISHE), 2022-23 (Provisional), reports an increase in
student enrolment from 4.33 crore in 2021-22 to 4.46 crore in 2022-23.

Under the NEP, the higher education system has undergone several reforms. The National Credit
Framework (NCrF), which aims to blend academic and skills-based learning, has been adopted by 170
universities. The Academic Bank of Credit covers 2,660 HEIs, with over 4.6 crore IDs issued, including
2.2 crore APAAR IDs with credits.

Flexible entry-exit pathways and biannual admissions have been introduced by 153 universities to
achieve the NEP target of 50 per cent GER by 2035.

Aligned with the NEP to build robust R&D capacity, Anusandhan National Research Foundation have
been established to nurture a research-driven culture across universities, colleges, and research

institutions nationwide.

To improve the quality of technical education, the Multidisciplinary Education and Research
Improvement in Technical Education (MERITE) Scheme has been approved recently for 275 technical
institutions, including 175 engineering colleges and 100 polytechnics.

Industry-academia integration in STEM education

The NEP aims to integrate vocational training with general education and to encourage collaboration
between industry and academia within HEIs. Industry-academia linkages in the higher education sphere
have traditionally emphasised research collaborations, such as joint research, consulting, and technology
transfer. One such measure is the introduction of the ‘Professor of Practice’ (PoP) category at HEIs by
the UGC and the AICTE. The PoP concept allows industry professionals to bring real world practices
and experiences into the classroom and also augment faculty resources in HEIs. Complementing this, the
AICTE-Industry Fellowship Programme aims to bridge the gap between academia and industry through

active faculty engagement.
Internationalisation of Higher Education

NEP aims at ‘Internationalisation’ of higher education by making the Indian education system self-reliant
and comparable to global standards and norms, enabling it to attract more students from abroad and

reduce outbound student migration.

UGC issued the Regulations on Academic Collaboration between Indian and Foreign Higher Educational
Institutions, 2022, enabling Indian HEIs to offer twinning, joint, and dual degree programmes with
reputed foreign universities. Further, 100 per cent foreign direct investment (FDI) is allowed in higher
education. These efforts are reinforced by the UGC (Setting Up and Operation of Campuses of Foreign
Higher Educational Institutions in India) Regulations, 2023, under which 15 foreign HEIs are expected

to set up campuses in India.
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India’s policy ecosystem for internationalisation has become more enabling, with the introduction of the
NEP, updated UGC guidelines, regulations for academic collaboration and mutual recognition of
qualifications, and permissions for foreign branch campuses, including those in GIFT City.

India's education sectors require unwavering focus to unlock the nation's true potential through
integrated, accountable, and adaptive policy frameworks to build a future ready workforce.

koK skok

SR/DAM

(Release ID: 2219936) Visitor Counter : 728
Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , %%‘ , Bengali , Assamese , Punjabi , Gujarati , Tamil , Kannada , Malayalam
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“‘Need to retain students beyond class 8’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
M New Delhi

There is a need to retain
school students beyond
Class 8 as the secondary
age-specific net enrolment
remains low, the Economic
Survey 2025-26 said.

According to the survey
tabled in Parliament on
Thursday by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman, while India
has improved enrolment at
early levels, the secondary
age-specific net enrolment
rate (NER) remains low at
52.2 per cent.

It said the scenario high-
lights the need to retain
students beyond Class 8.

“Akey issue is the uneven
distribution of schools as 54
per cent of schools offer
only foundational-prepara-

tory education, while just
17.1 per cent provide sec-
ondary education in rural
areas,” it noted.

Urban areas have a higher
share of secondary
schools (38.1 per

areas, though, enrolment
rises from the middle to the
secondary level. Grade-wise
enrolment trends further
highlight the decline at the

secondary stage.
The survey also

cent). This dis- . said that India
parity, the doc- 4 . has made
ument high- notable gains
lighted, limits . in  school
rural students’ enrolment
access to by strength-
higher-level ening infra-

classes, result-

ing in “transition .
losses, increased —~
travel time, and higher
dropout rates”. “These struc-
tural imbalances are reflect-
ed in enrolment patterns,
with a drop from the founda-
tional and preparatory levels
to the middle and to sec-
ondary levels in rural areas,”
it pointed out. In urban

e

T

structure and
" teacher capacity,
~ with schemes like

Poshan Shakti Nirman and
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan
promoting access and equity.
“Further action is required,
especially as the focus shifts
from enrolment to learning
outcomes. Policy interven-
tions to expand composite
and integrated schools,

upgrading schools up to
Class 7, and strengthening
open schooling are vital for
improving retention and
optimising resources,” it said.

Improving infrastructure,
teacher skills through
strengthened District
Institute of Education and
Training and State Council of
Educational Research and
Training, and involving
parents and communities in
governance can create an
inclusive, learner-focused -
environment, it suggested.

Combining these strate-
gies with curriculum and
assessment reforms aligned
with the National Education
Policy (NEP) and the use of
digital platforms such as
PM e-Vidya can provide high-
quality, equitable educa-
tion, even in remote areas,
it is underlined.

197

1 ITTTTRRVRR
(R



'TJ’_\L HinAq’ 30 Tanuum} %Lé{ fa?( aby o [ Y

Economic Survey highlights uneven
distribution of secondary schools

The report notes the need to ‘internationalise’ higher education and build State capacity in the sector; main reason for

children dropping out continues to be the need to supplement household income, and domestic and care responsibilities

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

key issue in achiev-
ing the target set by
the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP), 2020 to
increase expected years of

schooling in India to 15 - [

from the current 13 was the
“uneven distribution of
schools”, said the Econom-
ic Survey for 2025-26, re-
leased on Thursday ahead
of the Budget.

Only about 17% schools
provide secondary educa-
tion in rural areas, it
showed, and about 38%
schools provide secondary
education for urban areas.

The Survey showed that
this corresponded with
other sources of data that
said the largest number of
out-of-school children
were of secondary school
age (between 14 and 18
years), and the need to
supplement household in-
come, and domestic and
care responsibilities conti-
nued to be the leading rea-
sons for school'dropouts.

“Building State capacity
in higher education, foster-
ing academia-industry col-

The report shows that oﬁly about 17% schools in rural areas, and
about 38% in urban areas provide secondary education. FILE PHOTO

laboration, and expanding

global engagement can
further enhance the educa-
tion system’s responsive-
ness to the changing needs
of the economy,” the re-
port said in its chapter dis-
cussing education. The re-
port also touched upon the
newly introduced Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan
Bill, 2025 intended to “re-
place fragmented, overlap-
ping regulations”, and fo-
cused on policy
interventions needed for
the “internationalisation”
of higher education.

“Notable gains in school
enrolments and higher
education sector, and im-

provement in innovation

index also reflect how PM
Modi’s ‘reform express’ is
fulfilling aspirations, driv-
ing  transformations and
ensuring inclusive
growth,” Union Education
Minister Dharmendra

_Pradhan said on Thursday,

commenting on the out-
look on education in the
Economic Survey.

Mr. Pradhan also shared
a snapshot B8the Survey’s
section on education,

which highlights that India
now has 23 Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (IITs),
21 Indian Institutes of Man-
agement, and 20 All India
Institutes of  Medical
Sciences, along with esta-
blishing two international
IIT campuses (in Zanzibar
and Abu Dhabi).

While India had im-
proved enrolment at early
levels of school education,
the “secondary age-specif-
ic net enrolment (NER) re-
mains low at 52.2%, high-
lighting the need to retain
students beyond Grade VI-
11,” the Survey said.

. “To fully convert its vast
human resource base into
high quality human capi-
tal, India needs to raise its

‘EYS (Expected Years of

Schooling) to 15 years set

by NEP’s 5+3+3+4 schooling .

structure for ages 3-18.2,”
the Survey added.

Citing data from the Pe-
riodic Labour Force Survey
of 202324, the Survey
notes that nearly two crore
adolescents aged between
14 and 18 were out of
school. i

“The lsingle largest rea-
son for adolescent dropout

is the need to supplement
household income, ac-
counting for 44% of dro-
pouts,” it added. While ov-
er 67% boys cite the need
to supplement household |
income as a reason for ||
dropping out of school,
55% girls reported domes- '
tic and care responsibilities
as the “major constraint”,
the Survey said.

“High dropout rates,
driven by economic pres-
sures, make integrating
school-based  vocational
and skills education an ur-
gent priority,” the Survey
noted, adding that current

" data from the Periodic La-

bour Force Survey 202324 |
showed that only 0.97% of
adolescents aged between
14 and 18 had received in-
stitutional skilling, with
91.94% having received
none.

A major thrust of the
Survey’s section on higher
education is the need to
“internationalise” the sec-
tor, along with developing
State capacities for higher
education,  considering
that over 81% of higher
education enrolments
were in State institutions.
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“GOVT PUSH FOR INCLUSIVITY

PwDs invited
tobepartof
training plan
for schools

Sophiya Mathew
New Delhi, January 29

IN AN effort to make school
education more inclusive and
improve all-round access to
education for children with
special needs, the Delhigovern-
ment is seeking to actively in-
volve Persons with Disabilities
(PwDs)in trainingand capacity-
buildingactivitiesinitsschools.

This decision is in line with
the recommendationsofanin-
ternal committee of the govern-
ment’s Directorate of Educa-
tion (DoE), which was set up
last year to improve the school
working environment for both
students and teachers, a senior
officialtold The Indian Express.

The government has ac-
cepted all the recommenda-
tions, and the process to imple-
ment them is currently
ongoing, the official said.

Inacircularissued on Janu-
ary 27, the State Council of Edu-
cational Research and Training
(SCERT) advised all District In-
stitutes of Education and
Training (DIETS) to preferably
include PwDsin content devel-
opment, course design, and the
conduct of training pro-
grammes. The SCERT oversees
the functioning of the nine
DIETs in Delhi.

The SCERT also recom-
mended engaging qualified
PwDs as resource persons, sub-
ject experts, or facilitators for
training, workshops, seminars
and orientation programmes
wherever feasible. Training
methodologies, materials, and
modes of delivery should follow
the principles of universal de-
sign and accessibility to the ex-
tent possible, the circular said.

“The initiative aims to pro-
mote inclusive practices, en-
hance thequality and relevance
oftraining programmes, and
uphold the principles of equal
opportunity and participation,”
the circularsaid.

Through aseparate circular,
SCERT has invited nomina-
tions of PwDs for content devel-
opment, coy esign, and
curriculum developmentactiv-

—

Aimbehind
the initiative

Providing appropriate teach-
ing-learning materials, in-
structional and training aids,
therapeutic services, and in-
service training of special
educatorsand general
teacherson curriculum
adaptation for CWSNisakey
objective of the Department
ofSchool Education & Liter-
acy.Theaimistoraise aware-
nessofissuesrelating to
CWSNinschools,and toad-
dressthe needs of children,

ities, and for engagement asre-
source persons or subject ex-
perts for professional develop-
meent initiatives conducted by
SCERT and DIETSs.

“We are including teachers
and academics with disabilities
from universities for material
developmentand training. Ear-
lier, this was not an officially de-
clared practice. The step is
being taken after directions
from the DoE committee; steps
are now beingtaken toimprove
content and training with a_
clear focus on accessibility,” a-
senior SCERT official said.

Another senior SCERT offi-
cial said the emphasis is on
equity and mainstreaming.
“Representation of persons
with disabilities in content de-
velopment and need-assess-
ment workshops, along with
special educators, is essential to
achieve this,” the official said.

The official added that “the
immediate and major recom-
mendation [of the DoE’s panel]
was that inclusive training
would help address the existing
gaps... As a logical solution, it
was found necessary to involve
persons who have special needs
themselves asresource persons.”

Another recommendation
was to increase the number of
resource centres for children
with special needs (CWSN).
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E’iSA—like Class 10 assessment

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 29

SCHOOLSRELY on internal and
board examinations that assess
contentrecall rather than gener-
ate diagnostic evidence necess-
arytoidentifyleaminggaps, and
a complementary initiative to
thiscould be the introduction of
a “PISA-like assessment” at the
end of grade 10, the Economic
Surveystates.

PISA (Programme for Inter-
national Student Assessment)
tests 15-year-olds across coun-
tries in reading, maths and
science, toassessthe school Sys-

PISA or Programme
Jor International
Student Assessment
doesn’t measurerote
learning, but tests
application of
knowledge, skills

tems in these countries, It
doesn’t measure rote learning,
but assesses application of
knowledge and skills. India has
participated only once in the
PISA test - in 2009, when it

‘ranked 72nd out of 73 countries.

Itisconductedeverythreeyears
by the Organisation for Econ-
omic Cooperation and Develop-
ment (OECD). Findings of as-
sessments in India like the
Annual Status of Education Re-
port (ASER) and the National
Achievement Survey (NAS)

. “suggest a deeper structural

issue: school-based assessments
are primarily designed for cer-
tification and promotion, and
are not able to generate diag-
nostic evidence necessary to
identify learning gaps and in-
form corrective action,” the
Economic Survey stated.

“In the Indian context, it -

i)ropoéed

would be worthwhile to use as-
sessmentdatatounpackthe rea-
sons behind the scores, under-
stand errors, and underlying
confusions, thereby converting
the survey into a robust feed-
back tool for the stakeholders,
Further,acomplementary initi-
ative could be the introduction
ofa PISA-like assessment at the
end of Grade 10. A standardised
competency-based assessment
that compares states, school
types, and socioeconomic co-
horts ona common scale could
provide policymakers with in-
sights for targeted policy inter-
ventions,” it stated.,
‘/
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Rairakhol, and Kuchinda districts are expected to benefit more than 3,000
students annually, with additional labs to be added. A

With this launch, 32 Boeing Sukanya Program STEM labs are now operational
across India, reaching nearly 20,000 students annually.

The Union Minister was joined by Shri Rabi Nayak, Minister, Panchayati Raj and
Rural Development, Shri Siddheshwar Baliram Bondar, Collector, Sambalpur
District; Shri Mukesh Bhamoo, Superintendent of Police Sambalpur; Shri Rehan
Khetri, Sambalpur Municipal Corporation Commissioner; Ms. Komal Garg, IPS
Probationer, and dignitaries from Boeing and Learning Links Foundation,
school principals, teachers, and students at the inauguration ceremony.

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan said, “India’s aviation and aerospace sector is
entering a historic phase of expansion, with thousands of new aircraft
expected to fly in our skies in the coming decade. To support this growth, the
country will need a new generation of pilots, engineers, technicians, and
aircraft maintenance professionals.

The Boeing Sukanya STEM Labs launched today at CSB Zilla School,
Sambalpur, is a crucial step in preparing our youth, especially our daughters
—for these future opportunities. Through this initiative, girls from Odisha will
receive early exposure to aerospace education and specialized training to
prepare for highly competitive pilot entrance examinations.”

“With the combined support of the Government of Odisha and Boeing,
financial barriers will no longer prevent talented girls from pursuing careers in
aviation. This partnership reflects the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi
ensuring that district schools like Sambalpur become hubs of advanced
scientific learning. Our daughters will not only study here—they will fly higher,
lead India’s aerospace growth, and shape the nation’s future in the skies.”

The STEM labs feature experiential learning kits, digital tools and hands-on
modules designed to strengthen practical understanding of STEM, aviation,
and aeromodelling. Students from grades six through 10 will participate in
activity-based learning, workshops and exploratory sessions. The program
will also enable student participation in regional and national STEM, aviation,
and aeromodelling competitions.

The Boeing Sukanya Program is grounded in the belief that equal access to
education unlocks innovation,” said Salil Gupte, president, Boeing India and
South Asia. “These STEM labs reinforce our commitment to advancing
science, aviation and aeromodelling education in Sambalpur and
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neighboring districts. We deeply appreciate the support of the Ministry of
Education and the Government of Odisha in advancing this shared vision.” A

The Boeing Sukanya Program is implemented in partnership with Learning
Links Foundation (LLF), a Boeing Global Engagement nonprofit partner for
education and skilling initiatives in India.

Dr. Anjlee Prakash, Chairperson, Learning Links Foundation, said, “We are
proud to collaborate with Boeing to deliver immersive, hands-on STEM
learning in Odisha. These labs encourage students to explore, question and
innovate, while also strengthening teacher capability and the broader school
ecosystem. Our focus is to enable more students, especially girls, to pursue
careers in STEM.”

Launched in 2024 by the Hon’ble Prime Minister of India, Shri Narendra Modi,
the Boeing Sukanya Program aligns with India’s vision to increase women's
participation in aviation. As part of the program, Boeing and LLF continue to
establish STEM labs in government schools across India.

The program also offers scholarships to girls to pursue their dream of
becoming pilots, helping build a strong talent pipeline to increase women'’s
participation in India’s aviation growth.

Disclaimer: This media release is auto-generated. The CSR Journal is not
responsible for the content.

Long or Short, get news the way you like. No ads. No redirections. Download
Newspin and Stay Alert, The CSR Journal Mobile app, for fast, crisp, clean
updates!

App Store — https://apps.apple.com/in/app/newspin/id6746449540

Google Play Store — https.//play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.inventifweb.newspin&pcampaignid=web_share
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Some students of the Petersfield High School in Westmoreland.

THE FULL STORY

Abulletin has been issued by the Ministry of Education, Skills, Youth and Information (MoESYT)
reminding school leaders and stakeholders that every child has a right to education and must not
be denied access to public schools.
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It was stated that once the Ministry is made aware of an out-of-school situation, it will be
classified as an emergency case, triggering immediate measures to facilitate swift placement.

These measures include engaging schools to enable placement and providing sensitisation and
support to principals and staff to effectively accommodate the student.

The Ministry also provides support for assessments, school placement and the assistance of a
Special Education Needs Assistant (SENA), also referred to as a Shadow or Caregiver, without
requiring an assessment report.

Parents and schools are reminded that commencing the assessment process is critical to
developing a strategic educational plan tailored to the child’s needs. The Ministry reiterates its
guiding principle that every child can learn, and every child must learn, despite their differences.

In its continued efforts to strengthen support systems, the Ministry is developing a
comprehensive proposal to establish a cohort of clinical assessors to manage assessment cases,
with all costs covered by the Ministry.
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resolve many long-standing prooiems in
India’s education system: uneven learning
outcomes, language barriers, poor health
and nutrition among schoolchildren,
outdated assessment systems, fragmented
skill pathways, and weak bridges between
education and employability.

The policy proposed a system-wide reset,
with a strong focus on foundational literacy
and numeracy as well as new-age
competencies at the core. Additionally, it
offered a structured flexibility across the
education life-cycle, enabling
multidisciplinary learning, credit portability,
and multiple, non-linear pathways that
break the subject silos. Equally high-impact
change is reimagining India’'s governance
and research architecture through
simplified regulation, greater institutional
autonomy, and the creation of a National
Research Foundation that links education
more directly to research and innovation.
NEP also offered explicit global and future-
facing orientation—for the first ig3e, India’s
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vision. It is this integrated character ot NEP
2020 that this volume seeks to examine.
Each chapter in this publication focuses on
a critical lever within the NEP ecosystem,
reflecting a shared analytical stance that
educational outcomes are often cumulative
and systemic. The contributors to this
volume come from diverse professional
backgrounds but share a common concern
of how to translate policy ambitions into
durable learning outcomes, especially for
those who have historically been left
behind. Together, the nine articles in this
compendium trace the pathways by which
NEP 2020 seeks to rewire India’'s education
ecosystem and where the hard work of
implementation lies.

The volume opens with an article by
Anustup Nayak, Sanjay Koushik, and
Shreya Singh that examines early
childhood education, which until NEP, sat at
the margins of policy discourse. The
authors use case studies from Uttar
Pradesh, Odisha, Punjab, Gujarajggnd
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Language of instruction is the next frontier,
which requires a delicate balance that
preserves both identity and opportunity. In
her article, Namita Goel explores the use of
the home or familiar language as medium
of instruction in the early years. Framing
the issue of learning language as one of
effectiveness, she argues that strong first-
language (L1) foundations are essential for
comprehension, participation, and equity;
they accelerate, rather than delay, the
acquisition of English and other additional
languages. Drawing on global mother-
tongue-based multilingual education (MTB-
MLE) evidence and Indian field examples,
the chapter critiques ‘early English-only’
approaches that result in shallow learning,
cognitive challenges, and passive
classrooms. It proposes a late-exit, additive _
multilingual model aligned with NEP 2020 T
and National Curriculum Framework-
School Education 2023 with the following

steps: secure concepts in L1; introduce
209
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aftect learning outcomes. |he author
documents gains in nutrition support,
disability screening, and the gradual
inclusion of mental health conversations in
schools, and highlights persistent gaps in
inter-ministerial coordination, human
resources, monitoring, and equity. The
article’'s key recommendation is to move
from programmatic layering to system
integration, i.e., clearer joint stewardship
between education and health ministries,
digitised health records that travel with the
child, ring-fenced funding for counselling
and wellness, and explicit inclusion of life-
saving skills such as CPR and first aid in
the curriculum.

Ultimately, assessments determine what
schools prioritise, teachers teach, and
students learn. Typically, India’s
assessment culture captures narrow
learning through exam performance, often
at the expense of conceptual
understanding and application. NEP 2020
promises a shift to competency,hgsed
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rather than a rejection of Continuous and
Comprehensive Evaluation (CCE). The
chapter details how competency-based
assessment, stage-appropriate evaluation,
and inclusive and threat-free practices are
now being institutionalised for deeper
learning, metacognition, and student
agency.

Technology enters the education discourse
as both an opportunity and risk. NEP was
enacted at a time when EdTech provided
continuity amidst the pandemic-induced
disruption, but it has also exposed deep
inequalities. Neha Parti's article traces the
evolution of educational technology in
India, while critically examining how
technology interacts with pedagogy, equity,
and governance under NEP 2020. It shows
that although device penetration and digital
content availability have expanded rapidly,
learning gains remain uneven, and
uncritical adoption risks furthering

exclusion, passive consumption, and
211
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system, the question ot vocational skills
and employability becomes important. In
India, vocational education is often seen as
a fallback option, rather than an
aspirational pathway. NEP 2020 attempts
to erase this divide by integrating
vocational education into mainstream
schooling and emphasising skills alongside
academic learning. The sixth chapter by
Vijeta Ananthkumar and Shubhankar Bajpai
outlines the steps needed for this ambition
to scale through ingrained perceptions,
institutional fragmentation, and weak
industry connect. The authors discuss how
NEP 2020 fundamentally restructures
India’'s vocational education system by
introducing a flexible, credit-based,
outcomes-driven process, allowing for
knowledge to be accumulated, transferred,
and utilised across educational institutes,
and the labour market.

Professional education also occupies a
unique position within the NEP framework,
particularly medical education, y4yich has
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assessment of where NEP has altered
medical education’s trajectory, where it has
not, and what is required to produce
doctors who are clinically competent,
ethically grounded, and socially responsive.

Between intent and impact of any policy lie

think tanks and knowledge institutions that

interpret, critique, and shape reform

trajectories. The penultimate chapter by

Nilanjan Ghosh highlights the importance

of independent analyses, policy dialogues,

and long-term engagement for knowledge

production as a national development

input. This chapter situates think tanks

within NEP 2020 as critical actors in

addressing India’s “ingenuity gap”, or the

gap between complex societal problems

and the production of actionable ideas to

solve them. The author positions NEP _
2020's emphasis on multidisciplinary T
research and the National Research

Foundation as enabling conditions for a

new knowledge ecosystem and
213
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narrow agenda of student mobility.
Situating India within global trends, it
argues that internationalisation has shifted
toward “internationalisation at home”’,
encompassing curriculum reforms, credit
transfers, joint degrees, research
collaborations, virtual exchanges, and the
setting up of foreign university campuses.
While documenting concrete post-2020
developments, it also examines outbound
mobility, research exchange programmes,
and diaspora engagement, positioning
internationalisation as both an educational
and geo-economic strategy.

This volume seeks to offer a roadmap for
the next decade of learning in India, which
will not be forged by policy alone, but by the
hard work, every day, in classrooms,
institutions, and governance systems. The
authors invite readers into this
conversation, with the hope that critical
engagement today can lead to better
learning outcomes tomorrow.

214
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India is schooling more children than ever, but learning
outcomes keep lagging

The Economic Survey 2025-26 shows near-universal school enrolment in India, but flags that
learning outcomes, teacher gaps and post-pandemic recovery remain uneven across states

4

and student groups.
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The Economic Survey 2025-26 shows near-universal school enrolment in India, but flags that learning
outcomes, teacher gaps and post-pandemic recovery remain uneven across states and student groups.

Roshni Chakrabarty X
¥ New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 30, 2026 12:26 IST
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India has reached a milestone that once felt distant: getting almost every child into
school. According to the Economic Survey 2025-26. enrolment levels at the elementary
stage are now near-universal, with retention improving steauny urougn sg&\lgﬁﬁéry

education. On paper, this is a major policy success.

But the same report carries a subtle warning. While more children are in classrooms,
what they are learning and how evenly they are learning remains ¢. serious concern.

ADVERTISEMENT

o=

L w=== ., Education Budget 2026 jumps
E v 8% to Rs 1.39 lakh crore, skills
ol Egﬁ and jobs in focus

: e

The new frontiers of Al - by
Ashwini Vaishnaw

https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/featurephilia/story/economic-survey-2025-shows-gap-between-school-enrolment-and-learning-outcomes-2. .. 2/12


https://www.indiatoday.in/author/roshni-chakrabarty
https://www.indiatoday.in/author/roshni-chakrabarty
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssn7TluqeEH8KD7CvR1eVTKaCl4n98v__fxXG3_7YpGvJAWytia-ve_GQR3p68Pq_Tm7mYW64jinkwLJAtQWdxojC8c5CWsTYSAFT00O3AkXpFkI4WOIVmuu_0YOX_LaDl4pwiPalTqsQ2Izcq7gZ5S87UqQ2iZZbMFbnuqaIxwVxM_Usp620ADvX4O6J4g0olDbe0q2SE8t-wMDFrCGQPpibpzDuXJNR3k-hUuMlt85oyX0iv_IEgZBGFbc4TUMpZfHwg4ETc8ubl52XxhOy6B3pcx2K3DHCPmoJ96YSvd8SkjtJFu0nPC9RFvUYDHmh3kIT2sMXNeEU1AnW9zaB3LaTm3t-XZKyKJnLn8FQezqRszpzeHE2b9xssYvg5G-rl2mAsf_5lxh9AR_w82vLzFpa57QrTCHl13oUhAlRiKITcCZkTDiQd_8tpF&sai=AMfl-YQFuSmtoktUp-ESEFjdZ31ClQDfgaufspb8G2MubiyEwpIL1V3VDfPdJZ9VzioV3o0qEBuZyC-2-1PXcQ7DuyuBR3-Cu9DQc4uAE3xv5PKC3IL2WqhN6hBj8KOidfCZ7OrC9asc6p_ihQPdxYLRRZFLXudKsFnbc6W6r_wMgRFRbyJi6-sfovDLNxN5fYH5mFYIZOdTRrEsfRjMQHR6zxRUjNFjuRyPVhd6LIFdtn6EH5iN5SjjjxyUQAyFTZJS0aEqnfzWjN5LAMlv-FTzWYsF4XZZzf2tj-BjF1A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBP2xAAmxgmm&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://www.up.gov.in&nm=2
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssn7TluqeEH8KD7CvR1eVTKaCl4n98v__fxXG3_7YpGvJAWytia-ve_GQR3p68Pq_Tm7mYW64jinkwLJAtQWdxojC8c5CWsTYSAFT00O3AkXpFkI4WOIVmuu_0YOX_LaDl4pwiPalTqsQ2Izcq7gZ5S87UqQ2iZZbMFbnuqaIxwVxM_Usp620ADvX4O6J4g0olDbe0q2SE8t-wMDFrCGQPpibpzDuXJNR3k-hUuMlt85oyX0iv_IEgZBGFbc4TUMpZfHwg4ETc8ubl52XxhOy6B3pcx2K3DHCPmoJ96YSvd8SkjtJFu0nPC9RFvUYDHmh3kIT2sMXNeEU1AnW9zaB3LaTm3t-XZKyKJnLn8FQezqRszpzeHE2b9xssYvg5G-rl2mAsf_5lxh9AR_w82vLzFpa57QrTCHl13oUhAlRiKITcCZkTDiQd_8tpF&sai=AMfl-YQFuSmtoktUp-ESEFjdZ31ClQDfgaufspb8G2MubiyEwpIL1V3VDfPdJZ9VzioV3o0qEBuZyC-2-1PXcQ7DuyuBR3-Cu9DQc4uAE3xv5PKC3IL2WqhN6hBj8KOidfCZ7OrC9asc6p_ihQPdxYLRRZFLXudKsFnbc6W6r_wMgRFRbyJi6-sfovDLNxN5fYH5mFYIZOdTRrEsfRjMQHR6zxRUjNFjuRyPVhd6LIFdtn6EH5iN5SjjjxyUQAyFTZJS0aEqnfzWjN5LAMlv-FTzWYsF4XZZzf2tj-BjF1A&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBP2xAAmxgmm&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=http://www.up.gov.in&nm=2
https://www.indiatoday.in/author/roshni-chakrabarty
https://www.indiatoday.in/
https://www.indiatoday.in/livetv
https://www.indiatoday.in/foryou
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va2AnW3JENxxg7OuJv00
https://vdo.ai/contact?utm_medium=video&utm_term=indiatoday.in&utm_source=vdoai_logo
https://www.indiatoday.in/education-today/news/story/budget-2026-education-allocation-up-8-to-rs-139-lakh-cr-skills-and-jobs-in-focus-2861695-2026-02-02?utm_source=recengine&utm_medium=web&referral=yes&utm_content=footerstrip-1&t_source=recengine&t_medium=web&t_content=footerstrip-1&t_psl=True
https://www.indiatoday.in/magazine/cover-story/story/20260126-the-new-frontiers-of-ai-by-ashwini-vaishnaw-2852947-2026-01-16?utm_source=recengine&utm_medium=web&referral=yes&utm_content=footerstrip-2&utm_campaign=internal&t_source=recengine&t_medium=web&t_content=footerstrip-2&t_psl=True
https://podcasts.indiatoday.in/news/news-at-7/embraer-adani-sign-aircraft-manufacturing-mou-bangladesh-grants-uprising-amnesty-dog-killing-toll-rises-to-1100-in-telangana-1337315-2026-01-27?utm_source=recengine&utm_medium=web&referral=yes&utm_content=footerstrip-3&t_source=recengine&t_medium=web&t_content=footerstrip-3&t_psl=True
https://podcasts.indiatoday.in/news/news-at-7/embraer-adani-sign-aircraft-manufacturing-mou-bangladesh-grants-uprising-amnesty-dog-killing-toll-rises-to-1100-in-telangana-1337315-2026-01-27?utm_source=recengine&utm_medium=web&referral=yes&utm_content=footerstrip-3&t_source=recengine&t_medium=web&t_content=footerstrip-3&t_psl=True

2/2/26, 12:43 PM India is schooling more children than ever, but learning outcomes keep lagging - India Today

Learning outcomes have not improved at the same speed as enrolment, and gaps
across regions, income groups and school types continue to persist.

The problem with learning outcomes has been consistent in India. The Economic
Survey 2024-25, ASER 2024, and the UDISE+ 2024-25 all confirmed this despite noting
consistent progress.
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This year as well, this contrast between acces Powered By
Economic Survey’s education chapter and frames the central challenge for India’s
school system in the years ahead.

NEAR-UNIVERSAL ENROLMENT, STRONGER RETENTION
The Education and Health chapter of the Economic Survey 2025-26 notes that India
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India is schooling more children than ever, but learning outcomes keep lagging - India Today

ADVERTISEMENT

A Gross Enrolment Ratio above 100% reflects the inclusion of over-age and under-age

students in schools, and is commonly seen in systems with wide access to education.

Enrolment trends highlighted in the Economic Survey 2025-26

Indicator

Elementary
enrolment

Dropout rates

Secondary
enrolment

Gender gap

Trend noted in
Survey

Near-universal

Continued
decline

Gradual increase

Narrowing at
most levels
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2/2/26, 12:43 PM India is schooling more children than ever, but learning outcomes keep lagging - India Today
Despite high enrolment, the Economic Survey flags that learning outcomes have not
kept pace. It points to uneven progress in foundational literacy and numeracy,
especially at the primary level.

The report notes that learning levels vary sharply across states, school management
types and socio-economic groups, indicating that access alone has not translated into
uniform quality.

The Survey stops short of assigning blame but clearly signals that classroom-level
learning remains India’s biggest education challenge, even after decades of expanding
access.

Chart XI1.3: Improvement in learning outcomes

(All India (Rural) ASER 2014-2024)
B Reading at least Grade 11 level text (%) @ Solving at least subtraction (Grade I1 level) (%)
27.9 28.1
29 B 25.3

3.7
: 25.9 2
I I I I I I ; I I
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Covid

% Children enrolled in grade
III who are at least at grade 11
level

Source: ASER 2014-2024
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POST-PANDEMIC LEARNING LOSSES STILL CAST ASHADOW

One of the most important acknowledgements in the Economic Survey is that
pandemic-era disruptions continue to affect learning_recovery, particularly for younger

students.
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2/2/26, 12:43 PM India is schooling more children than ever, but learning outcomes keep lagging - India Today
The Survey highlights that while digital education played a stabilising role during
closures, unequal access to devices and connectivity in India widened learning gaps
rather than narrowing them.

TEACHER AVAILABILITY AND QUALITY REMAIN KEY BOTTLENECKS

Another recurring theme is teacher availability and deployment. The Survey notes that
teacher shortages persist in certain regions and subjects, affecting instructional
quality.

In some states, high pupil-teacher ratios (PTR) continue to strain classroom outcomes,
while in others, teacher deployment does not align well with student needs.

Structural challenges flagged

What the Survey
Area
notes
Teacher Persist in select
shortages regions
PTR Affects classroom
imbalance attention
Training Ongoing
needs requirement

Uneven across
Deployment
states
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The Ecoomic Survey suggests that system-level improvements will matter as much as

spending, especially when it comes to teacher support and classroom effectiveness.

DIGITAL EDUCATION HELPED, BUT ALSO DEEPENED GAPS

The Economic Survey takes a balanced view on digital learning. It recognises
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2/2/26, 12:43 PM India is schooling more children than ever, but learning outcomes keep lagging - India Today

Students with access to devices, stable internet and adult support benefited more,
while others were left behind. This has contributed to uneven learning recovery,
particularly at foundational stages.

The Survey's data reinforces that digital tools cannot replace in-person teaching,
especially for early learners.

ENROLMENT SUCCESS VS OUTCOME REALITY: THE CORE CONTRADICTION

Taken together, the Economic Survey presents a clear contrast.

India has largely solved the problem of getting children into school. What remains
unresolved is ensuring that time spent in school consistently translates into learning
gains.

AQ Test
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2/2/26, 12:43 PM India is schooling more children than ever, but learning outcomes keep lagging - India Today

This gap is most visible in:
Foundational literacy and numeracy
Learning recovery after COVID-19 disruptions
Regional and socio-economic disparities

The Survey does not call this a failure, but it does frame it as the next phase of reform,
shifting focus from access to outcomes.

WHAT THE SURVEY SIGNALS FOR POLICY AND PARENTS

While the Economic Survey is not prescriptive, its data points towards a clear direction:
Enrolment gains are stabilising
The next challenge is classroom quality
Teacher support and learning recovery need priority

Digital education must be blended, not substituted

Key takeaways:

Area Status
School Near-
enrolment universal
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Retention Improving
Learning Lagain
outcomes 99ing
Teacher .
Persist
gaps
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’SC: Menstrual health is a part
of fundamental right to life

Orders free sanitary pads, separate
toilets in all govt and private schools

Ananthakrishnan G
New Delhi, January 30

STATING THAT the right to
menstrual healthisa partofthe
right to life, a fundamental
right under Article 21 of the
Constitution, the Supreme
Court on Friday directed all

States and Union Territories to
putin place Menstrual Hygiene
Management (MHM)
measures, including gender-
segregated toilets and free sani-
tary napkins, in all government
as well as private schools.
Issuing a slew of directions,
the bench of Justices J B Pardi-

wala and R Mahadevan asked
the Centre, States and UTs to
ensure compliancewithinthree
months, Citing provisions of the
Right to Education Act, the
court also warned of stringent
consequences for non-com-
pliance, including the de-recog-
nition of private schools and
holding state governments di-
rectly accountable for failures
in public institutions.
“In our considered view,
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Ezn menstrual health

MHM measuresareinseparable
from the righttolive with dignity
under Article 21. We say so be-
causedignity cannot be reduced
to an abstract ideal, it must find
expression in conditionsthaten-
able individuals to live without
humiliation, exclusion oravoid-
ablesuffering. For menstruating
girl children, inaccessibility of
MHM mﬂsur% subjects them
to stigma, stereotyping and hu-
miliation,”the bench said.
“The exercise of the right to
education requires the removal
ofimpedimentsthat obstructits
enjoyment. In the present case,
these impediments include the
lack of MHM measures, such as
non-access to toilets, non-avail-
ability of menstrual absorbents,
and absence of a safe disposal
mechanism. These barriers dis-
proportionately affect the right
to education of adolescent fe-
male students. As a result, the
State is under an obligation to
addressthem throughappropri-
ate measures,” the bench said.
The absence of MHM
measures “does not merely dis-
rupt a girl child’s presence in
school,"itsaid. "Ttimpairs herac-
cess to opportunities both dur-
ing schooling and later in life.
The absence of MHM measures

atschool would lead to recurrent
absenteeism, which would re-
sultin gap in learning. Overa
period of time, these gapswould
translate into lower academic
performance, and reduced par-
ticipationin classroom...There-
sultant effect of frequent and
prolonged absenteeism is drop-
pingout,”itadded.

The court asked all States
and UTs to “ensure that every
school, whether government-
run or privately managed, in
both urban and rural areas, is
provided with functional,
gender-segregated toilets with
usable water connectivity.”

The schools should provide
“oxo-biodegradable sanitary
napkins manufactured in com-
pliance with the ASTM D-6954
standards free of cost,” it said.
“Such sanitary napkins shall be
made readily accessible to girl
students, preferably within the
toilet premisesthrough sanitary
napkin vending machines, or,
where such installation is not
immediately feasible, at a desig-

" nated place orwith a designated

authority,” it added:

The court asked schools to
also “establish MHM corners”
which “shall be equipped with,
including but not limited to,

spare innerwear, spare uni-
forms, disposable bags, and
other necessary materialsto ad-
dress menstruation-related exi-
gencies". There should also be
“safe, hygienic, and environ-
mentally compliant mechanism
for the disposal of sanitary nap-
kins, in accordance with the la-
test solid waste management
rules," it said.

Referring to the Schedule to
the Right to Edu on Act
which says thatschod) dings _
shall have “bamer-free access
and “separate toilets for boys
andgitls”, thebenchsaid Section
190ofthe Actstatesthat noschool
shall be recognised until it fulfills
the norms.

To spread awareness and
provide training about men-
strual health and puberty, the
benchaskedthe NCERT and the
SCERT to “incorporate gender-
responsive curricula, more par-
ticularly, on menstruation, pu-
berty and other related health
concerns (PCOS, PCOD, etc.),
with a view to break stigma and
tabooassociated with menstrual
health and hygiene.”

It also asked the National
Commission for Protection of
Child Rights (NCPCR), or, asthe
case may be, the State Commiis=
sion for Protection of Child
Rights (SCPCR), “to oversee the
implementation of its direc-
tions.
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2/2/26, 1:31 PM Kerala to reduce Class 10 syllabus by 25 per cent, says Education Minister Sivankutty - The Economic Times

TaE EcoNnoMmic TIMES News

English Edition v | 02 February, 2026, 01:28 PM IST | Today's ePaper

Kerala to reduce Class 10 syllabus by 25 per cent,
says Education Minister Sivankutty

Synopsis
Kerala's Class 10 syllabus will be reduced by 25 percent starting next academic year. This decision follows student feedback on heavy

workloads. The curriculum committee has approved the change. The content of textbooks will remain the same. The announcement was
made bv Education Minister V Sivankuttv.

SECTIONS Kerala to reduce Class 10 syllabus by 25 per cent, says Education Minister
Sivankutty

Al Briefing

Isten to this article in'summarized format

Kollam: Kerala Education Minister V Sivankutty on Saturday said that the
syllabus in Class 10 textbooks will be reduced by 25 per cent from the next
academic year.

A government school, in Thiruvananthapuram,
Kerala

RELATED

Kerala Budget 2026-27: Govt eyes
assembly polls, announces various
people-centric schemes

Critics' choice rather than crowd-pleaser, Aiyar says
Sitharaman's Paisa Vasool Budget banks on what money can do for you best

Budget's clear signal to global investors: India means business

The minister was addressing students after handing over the keys of a house constructed for the family of Mithun, a
student who died after being electrocuted at Thevalakkara Boys High School here last year.

Budget 2026 Highlights: Here's the fine print

Sivankutty said students frequently complain about the heavy academic workload, and considering this, the state
government decided to take necessary steps.
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2/2/26, 1:31 PM Kerala to reduce Class 10 syllabus by 25 per cent, says Education Minister Sivankutty - The Economic Times

"In next year's school textbooks, 25 per cent of the syllabus will be reduced from what exists in the current books. The

curriculum committee has already approved the decision," he said.

He clarified that the textbooks' content would not be altered.

Mithun had died after accidentally coming into contact with an electric line near the school premises.
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The key-handover ceremony for the newly constructed house was jointly carried out by Sivankutty and Kerala Finance

Minister K N Balagopal.

Earlier in the day, Sivankutty wrote on Facebook that Mithun had dreamed of a good house for his family and had even

drawn the dream home on the walls of their small dwelling.

"Today, that dream stands fulfilled with the completion of a new house named 'Mithun Bhavanam', though the absence

of the child continues to cause deep sorrow," the minister said.
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2/2/26, 1:31 PM Kerala to reduce Class 10 syllabus by 25 per cent, says Education Minister Sivankutty - The Economic Times

He praised the Kerala State Bharat Scouts and Guides for taking the initiative to fulfil Mithun's wish.

Without collecting any money from students, the organisation constructed a 1,000-square-foot house within six months
at a cost of Rs 20 lakh, he said, calling it a model and humane intervention, he said.

"The house stands as a tribute to the boy's memories and a reminder of our collective responsibility towards children and
their dreams," Sivankutty added.

£l > Add Now!

(You can now subscribe to our Economic Times WhatsApp channel)
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Will Budget 2026 solve India's teacher crisis, fix learning gaps?
Experts weigh in

As Budget 2026 approaches, education leaders urge higher spending on NEP 2020 reforms,
teacher empowerment, skilling, and technology-driven learning. They say stronger execution
and equitable access will be key to building India's future-ready workforce and human capital.
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Budget 2026 expectations: Education sector pushes for teacher hiring, skills and digital learning (Photo: Getty
Images)

India Today Education Desk 8

& New Delhi, UPDATED: Jan 31, 2026 11:00 IST

As India readies itself for the presentation of the Union Budget on Sunday, February 1, a
rare departure from the usual weekday schedule, education has emerged as a major
focus area in the government’s development _ Powered By

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is set to make history by presenting the Union
Budget for a record ninth consecutive time, underscoring continuity in fiscal policy-
making. The Budget will be tabled amid heightened expectations i ‘ross sectors,
particularly education and health.
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Budget 2026 sets the priorities
right on education, skill
development
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According to the Economic Survey 2025-26, tabled in both Houses of Parliament,
health and education remain the foundational pillars of India’s human capital strategy.
These sectors are viewed as critical to achieving the national goal of becoming a
developed country by 2047.

GAINS IN LITERACY, ENROLMENT, AND INSTITUTIONAL REFORM

The education sector has witnessed steady progress in recent years, marked by

improvements in literacy rates, increased enrolment across school and higher
education, expanded vocational pathways, and structural reforms introduced under the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. Powered By
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Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) figures reflect steady gains across the education system,

with enrolment reachina 90 9 ner cent at the nrimarv level and 90 3 ner cent at the
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ADVERTISEMENT

While these numbers indicate significantly expanded access to schooling, they also
underscore the persistent challenge of improving student retention and ensuring
smoother transitions as learners progress to higher stages of education.

For the education sector, Budget 2026 is being viewed as a critical inflexion point, a
moment to move decisively from policy intent to effective on-ground implementation.

Stakeholders are closely watching how allocations and reforms align with the
transformative goals outlined in NEP 2020, particularly in areas such as teacher
training, digital learning, skilling, and higher education governance.

Powered By

NEP 2020: FROM FRAMEWORK TO SCALE

Nikhil Barshikar, Founder & CEO, Imarticus Learning, highlighted the strength of the
National Education Policy, saying, "NEP 2020 is a well-designed and forward-looking
policy that gives India a clear framework across schools and highe education.”
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continuous professional development, and digital infrastructure critical, especially in
the early grades.

TEACHER EMPOWERMENT AND INDIA'S TALENT AMBITION

Sharing his expectations of the upcoming budget, Nirvaan Birla, Managing Director,
Birla Open Minds Education Ltd., said, "The upcoming budget is a golden opportunity to
fuel India's journey toward becoming a global talent powerhouse. By deepening the
focus on teacher empowerment, we can turn the vision of the National Education Policy
into a reality.”

ADVERTISEMENT

"The future belongs to a nation that invests in its learners today, ensuring every
student has the tools to thrive in a digital-first world," he further added.

INVESTING IN EDUCATORS AND LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS

. . . . Powered By
Shweta Sastri, Managing Director, Canadian Internatonai >cnool, bangaiore,

emphasised the importance of strengthening education infrastructure, saying,
"Sustained investment in teacher training, modern learning spaces, and technology-
enabled classrooms is essential to fostering inclusion, curiosity, a~d critical thinking."

She also highlighted the need to build teacher capacity, adding, "Empowering
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Shaheen Mistri, Founder and CEO, Teach For India, said, "The upcoming Union Budget
plays a pivotal role in taking India's education sector to its next phase of growth,
redefining how learning and skilling are implemented nationwide."

She added, "We believe that with significant progress on FLN, we can now stretch
further, holding a bar on a holistic education for all children."

ADVERTISEMENT

According to Mistri, this next phase would require greater investment in holistic
assessment and in building the capacity of school leaders and teachers to adopt
progressive pedagogy and curricula aligned with the needs of a rapidly changing world.

She further emphasised the importance of addressing mental health and stress
through social and emotional learning as an integral part of education, while also
leveraging technology and Al thoughtfully and encouraging bold innovation across the

SyStem' Powered By

BRIDGING ACCESS GAPS ACROSS REGIONS

Highlighting the need for the Budget to bridge gaps in access and outcomes, Niru
Agarwal, Managing Trustee, Greenwood High International School .aid, "While recent
policy reforms have laid a strong foundation, the budget must now focus on translating
this vision into measurable outcomes bv orioritisina increased access to education.
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educators to deliver better learning outcomes.

ABUDGET THAT CAN SHAPE INDIA'S LEARNING FUTURE

As India charts its next phase of growth, the Union Budget 2026 holds the potential to
redefine the trajectory of education reform.

With NEP 2020 as the guiding framework, stakeholders are looking for a sharper focus
on teacher empowerment, holistic learning, technology integration, and equitable
access.

If aligned with strong execution, this Budget could mark a turning point, strengthening
India's education system as a foundation for long-term economic resilience and global
competitiveness.
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