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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during the month of April 2026.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT,NewDelhi
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan Calls For Introducing
CT & Al In Indian Languages, Aligning With Vision Of NEP

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan has called for introducing
Computational Thinking (CT) and Artificial Intelligence (Al) in Indian languages,
aligning with the vision of the National Education Policy (NEP). Launching the
Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence Curriculum for Classes lll to VIl in New
Delhi, the Minister stressed that while the curriculum has been introduced in English, it
must eventually be localized. Mr Pradhan noted that India has the capacity to adapt
quickly due to its intellectual diaspora and ability to localize knowledge effectively. He
also highlighted India’s historical intellectual tradition, mentioning mathematicians like
Aryabhatta and Madhav, who developed foundational ideas in their native languages.
He said this legacy reinforces the need to democratize modern knowledge systems like
Al in regional languages.

The Minister also advised the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) to coordinate with state bodies to translate and implement the curriculum
across languages within the academic year.

Speaking on the occasion, Minister of State for Education Jayant Chaudhary said that
the newly launched Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence curriculum will be
introduced in Central Board of Secondary Education schools across the country. He
added that the initiative aligns with the National Education Policy’s focus on innovative
pedagogy and early exposure to emerging technologies.

Developed by the Central Board of Secondary Education, the CT and Al curriculu 1S
to introduce foundational digital and analytical skills to students from Classes il to vlil,
integrating emerging technologies into school education at an early stage.
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Ministry of Education

Aligned with ‘Al for Education, Al in Education’,
the new curriculum marks a transformative step
towards future-ready learning — Shri Dharmendra
Pradhan

Union Education Minister launches CBSE’s new curriculum on
Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence for Classes
-V

Posted On: 01 APR 2026 7:41PM by PIB Delhi

Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, today launched the CBSE Curriculum on
Computational Thinking (CT) and Artificial Intelligence (AI) for students of Classes III to VIII at
Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi. Minister of State (C) for Skill Development and Entrepreneurship and
Minister of State for Education, Government of India, Shri Jayant Chaudhary along with Shri Sanjay
Kumar, Secretary, Department of School Education & Literacy; Dr Vineet Joshi, Secretary, Department
of Higher Education; Chairman CBSE, Shri Rahul Singh; Director, NCERT, Shri Dinesh Prakash
Saklani and senior officials of Ministry of Education, CBSE, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Navodaya Vidyalaya
and NCERT were present on the occasion.
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* ﬂ slm Chief Guest

il Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

While addressing the gathering, Shri Pradhan said that the launch of the new curriculum on
computational thinking and artificial intelligence for Classes III-VIII marks a transformative step
towards future-ready learning at the start of the academic year. The initiative formally introduced
structured Al education into the school ecosystem at scale, he added. He further said that the curriculum
was backed by structured modules, comprehensive teacher handbooks, and robust student assessment
frameworks, ensuring early and systematic exposure to emerging technologies and laying a strong
foundation for the learners of tomorrow.

The Minister added that, aligned with the vision of “Al for Education, Al in Education,” the initiative
marked a decisive shift towards augmented learning by nurturing critical thinking, design orientation,
and a culture of innovation among young minds. Shri Pradhan also highlighted that as India’s
leadership in technology-driven computing gains global recognition, the curriculum would empower
students to meaningfully engage with and shape the digital future.

Shri Pradhan congratulated the Central Board of Secondary Education and National Council of
Educational Research and Training for institutionalising this forward-looking framework and advancing
a more adaptive, technology-integrated education ecosystem.

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Jayant Chaudhary said that education must now prepare young minds
not just for a changing world, but for a world that will change in ways we cannot yet predict. He stated

that artificial intelligence is already reshaping how knowledge is created, decisions are made, and
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economies function, making it imperative that our children are not passive users of technology, but
thoughtful creators and responsible leaders of it. By introducing computational thinking from an early
stage, we are laying the foundation for a generation that can learn, unlearn, and re-learn continuously,
navigate uncertainty with confidence and transform disruption into opportunity. This is not merely an
academic reform, but a national investment in human capability—aligned with the vision of NEP 2020,
to ensure that India’s learners are equipped not only for the jobs of tomorrow, but to shape the ideas,
systems, and solutions that will define the future of the world, he added.

CBSE under the aegis of the Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education,
Govt. of India, is implementing a Curriculum on Computational Thinking and Artificial Intelligence
(CT &Al) to inculcate Al-readiness in school students. This curriculum will be implemented from
classes 3rd to 8th, in the session 2026-27, and aims to develop Al-Ready learners by focusing on
Computational Thinking Skills. The Al-readiness, so inculcated through CT Skills, will help develop
the capacities of learners to use computational thinking, such as logical thinking, problem solving,
pattern recognition, and so on, and understand the role and use of Artificial Intelligence in daily life.
The Curriculum aims to build strong foundations in computational thinking, digital literacy, and
responsible use of technology, along with nurturing innovation, critical thinking, and ethical decision-

making capacities.

Relevance: Importance of Introducing CT and Al
Introducing CT and Al is vital for positioning students as future-ready digital citizens.

o Foundation for AI: Computational thinking is the intellectual backbone and cognitive
framework required to understand and eventually create Al-driven solutions

o Cognitive Development: It fosters essential human capacities such as logical thinking,
systematic problem-solving, and pattern recognition

« Preparation for the Future: Early exposure equips individuals with the ability to use data
effectively and apply technology ethically, which is necessary for the modern world of work

« Holistic Growth: It promotes interdisciplinary learning, helping students see that knowledge is
not compartmentalized by connecting Math, $cience, and Humanities
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for books, uniforms: Govt

Pvt schools can’t fix vendors

/' OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi govern-
ment on Wednesday instructed
the private unaided recognised
schools not to compel students
or parents to purchase books,
writing materials or uniforms
from specific vendors, reiter-
ating that families must have
the freedom to choose where
to buy these items.

. The Directorate of Educa-
tion on Wednesday said that,

under the plttwisions of the
Delhi School Education Act
and Rules (DSEAR), 1973,
and the Delhi Right of Chil-
dren to Free and Compulsory
Education Rules, 2011, the
directive comes in the wake of
complaints that some schools
were forcing parents to buy
educational materials from des-
ignated shops. '
According to the order,
schools are required to provide
patents with clear, clags-wise

lists of books, writing mateti-
als and uniform specifications
in a transparent manner, while
ensuring that multiple purchas-
ing options are available in the
open market.

The directorate noted that
private unaided recognised
schools operate as charitable
institutions on a “no profit, no
loss” basis and, therefore, any
activity leading to commercial-
isation or financial burden on
parents is not permissible.
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Terming such practices a
cause of financial strain on fam-
ilies, the directorate directed
schools to refrain from enforc-
ing such purchases and ensure
that parents are free to procure
required materials from any
vendor at competitive mar-
ket prices. It said complaints
were received from parentsand
organisations indicated that inj
some schools, students wex?
being allegedly compelled to
purchase items such as books,

notebooks, uniforms, bags and
accessories like belts and ties
from particular vendors, often
at higher costs. Schools must
allow students to use books and
study materials that are pre-
scribed according to the official
curriculum and examination
guidelines, it stated.

The directorate added that
the procurement of books
should follow the guidelines
issued by the boards of educa-
tion (CBSE/ICSE/State Boards/

Primary Education Authorities).
It further said that schools
are required to upload the list |
of books and writing material
introduced this yearand a con-
spicuous place so as to inform
the parents in this regard on
their website. |
The order added that the
move is aimed at preventing
commercial exploitation and |
promoting fair competition
while safeguarding the interests |
of students and their families. l.




SATYAPRAKASH SHARMA

BHOPAL: Keeping in view
the goal of universal education
and the importance of reducing
dropout rates, Madhya Pradesh
Chief Minister Mohan Yadav on

Wednesday launched the state-

level admission drive, “School
Chale Hum 2026.” in Bhopal. The
campaign, running from April 1
to 4, aims to ensure

that every child across the
state is enrolled in school.

Addressing the event, CM
Yadav congratulated the School
Education Department for
achieving zero dropout rates in
the primary classes in govern-
ment schools and noted that the
enrolment process for Classes 1,
6, and 9 has been simplified. This
has resulted in a 19.6 per cent
increase in total

enrolments for 2025-26, with
government schools recording 2
32.4 per cent rise, reflecting grow-
ing public trustin state-run insti-

tutions, The government has set.

a target of enrolling 1.45 crore

students .
in the current academic

The Chief Minister high-

K ‘M?,:-E SCHOOL CHALE HUM' CAMPAIG
MP achieves zero dropoutin .
primary classe

lighted the launch of 369 Sand-
eepani schools, which provide
state-of-the-art facilities for the
holistic development of students.
He added that PM Shi schools
arg also playing a crucial role in

- modernising education across
the state. During the event, CM

Yaday distributed free
bicycles and textbooks to stu-

dents, wishing them abright and

successful future,

CM Yaday also visited stalls
showcasing Atal Tinkering Labs,
and ICT labs.

Yadav emphasised that the
campaign is an innovative initia-
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tive to connect children with edu-
cation, ensuring that no child is
Jeft out. Free bicycles, uniforms, -
textbooks, and meals are being
provided to students, while 76,325
teachers have been appointed to
address staffing gaps.
Meritorious students scor-
ing over 75 per cent in board
exams have been awarded lap-
tops, while school toppers are
receiving scooters, the CM said.
Ministers Vijay Shah, Uday
Pratap Singh, Vishwas Sarang and
Krishna Gour, Secretary of School
Education Dr Sanjay Goyal, and
CPI Shilpa Gupta were present
during the event. g
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NEW DELHI, APRIL 1
To make school students job-

nology arena, a curriculum on
computational thinking and
artificial intelligence (AT} for
students of Classes TIT to VIIT
was launched.
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responsible use of technology,
while also nurturing innova-
tion, eritical thinking and ethi-
cal decision-making.
TheNahmalEducatonth—
cy (NEP) 2020 has emy
the importance of Aland itstole
.in the school curriculum. The
National Curriculum Frame-
work for School Educatiof. 2023
views Al as a core 21st-cenfury
skill, equipping students With
computational thinking and
problem-solving abilities for a
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ot i

15




v Government of India
éﬁ Press Information Bureau

’*‘a;: International Year
of Cooperatives
N 2025

Cooperatives Build

2
‘w a Better World

«

/%

Azadiy,
Amrit Mahotsav

INCLUSION OF CLASSICAL DANCES IN SCHOOL
CURRICULUM

Ministry of Culture

Posted On: 02 APR 2026 3:25PM by PIB Delhi

The inclusion of Indian Classical Dances in School Education is promoted through the implementation of the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasizes art-integrated, experiential, and multidisciplinary

learning.

Kalakshetra Foundation, an autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture teaches Indian Classical Dances
(Bharatnatyam) to students of Classes IV to VIII for two periods per week., and to the Fine Arts students of
Classes XI and XII for about 8 periods per week in School.

Part-time courses for Bharatnatyam, Carnatic Music and visual arts are also imparted by the Foundation to

school children.

The Sangeet Natak Akademi, another autonomous body under the Ministry organized Kala Dharohar, series
of performing arts, lectures, workshops, and performances by artists, aimed at connecting with school
children. The workshop has been organized in collaboration with 67 schools in the last two years, across the

country.
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The Centre for Cultural Resources and Training, another Autonomous Body under the Ministry of Culture
provides scholarships under Cultural Talent Search Scholarship Scheme (10-14 Years) since 1982 at National

level.

The Scheme is aimed at providing facilities to outstanding talented children selected in the age group of 10 to
14 years studying either in recognized schools or belonging to families practicing traditional performing arts
for getting specialized training in various cultural fields such as traditional forms of music, dance, drama as

well as painting, sculpture, crafts and literary activities.

The Sangeet Natak Akademi has started 90 training programmes in dying traditional performing art forms
under the Scheme Kala Deekhsa. Average ten shishya are enrolled in each training programmes. Under this
scheme, Guru is given Rs 8000 per month, Assistant Gurus are given Rs 6000 per month, and trainees are

given Rs 2500 per month.

The Ministry of Culture is involved in promotion and dissemination of classical performing arts to students
and youth, through its autonomous bodies such as Centre for Cultural Resources & Training, Kalakshetra

Foundation, and Sangeet Natak Akademi. Details of grants provided to these institutions in the last 5 years is

detailed below:
(Rs in Lakh)
Organisation 2020-21 2021-22 2022-2023 2023-24 2024-25
Centre for Cultural 2072.61 3112.02 2495.00 2595.00 2366.00

Resources & Training

Kalakshetra 1519.00 1870.00 2175.00 2662.00 2490.00
Foundation

Sangeet Natak 5222.40 5711.82 6810.50 7105.00 12099.00
Akademi

This information was given by Union Minister for Culture and Tourism Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat in a

written reply in Rajya Sabha today
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New Class 9 textbooks aligned with NEP to roll out by
April 15: NCERT director

NCERT says new NEP-aligned Class 9 textbooks will be released by April 15; most books
arein print, with rollout across CBSE schools for 2026-27 session.

Published on: Apr 02,2026 07:51 pm IST

By Sanjay Maurya, New Delhi
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The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) will release its new
Class 9 textbooks, aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and N
Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023, for the academic year
2026-27 by April 15, NCERT director Dinesh Prasad Saklani said on Thursday.
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New Class 9 NCERT books based on NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023 to be released by April 15. (Representative photo)

Advertisement

Addressing a webinar organised by the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) at
its headquarters in Dwarka, Saklani said most of the Class 9 textbooks are currently in the
printing stage, and the process was delayed due to extensive consultations among experts
involved in their development.

Saklani said that around 4,000 experts are involved in writing the new textbooks. “Earlier,
NCERT textbooks were often written by one person or a small group of two to four
authors, leading to varying perspectives. That does not mean those books were of low
quality—generations have studied them and gone on to become doctors, engineers, and
civil servants. Now, around 4,000 experts are involved in writing the new textbooks,
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NCERT has already released the new textbooks for Classes 1 to 8.

“Most of the Class 9 textbooks are ready and are being printed. Except for one or two, all
textbooks will be released between April 10 and 15. The remaining books require more
careful review, as they often attract intense debate and controversy after publication. We
are making every effort to minimise such controversies,’ Saklani said.

In February 2026, the Supreme Court slammed NCERT for a Class 8 textbook chapter
containing a section on ‘Corruption in the Judiciary, calling it a “calculated attempt” to
undermine the court’s dignity. Consequently, NCERT issued an unconditional apology and
recalled over 80,000 copies to rewrite the content of the chapter.

The update on the release of textbooks follows a crucial NCERT advisory issued on March
17, which said that while Class 9 shifts to the new NCF-aligned books from the academic
year 2026-27, students in Classes 10 and 11 will be introduced to them from the
academic session 2027-28 onwards.

Advertisement
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psychology and improve infrastructure.

The new academic session in over 32,900 CBSE-affiliated schools began on April 1, and it
is mandatory for all its schools to use NCERT textbooks for Classes 9 to 12.

Meanwhile, CBSE chairperson Rahul Singh said the unavailability of physical textbooks
should not mean that learning stops in the classroom. Referring to the syllabi of various
subjects available on the CBSE website, Singh said schools need not wait for textbooks to
begin teaching. “We urge schools to start classroom transactions based on the syllabus
already available. For languages, teachers can begin with the grammar components. In
mathematics and science, initial topics can be covered, and the social science curriculum
can also be introduced,” he said.
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NCERT now ‘deemed to be university’; to offer higher
education courses

NCERT will also be permitted to establish off-campus and offshore centres “only in accordance
with the norms and guidelines issued by the UGC”

Published on: Apr 02, 2026 5:10 PM IST
By Sanjay Maurya <

The Centre has granted the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) the status of an “Institution deemed to be University under distinct category”,
enabling it to independently offer degree programmes as part of efforts to strengthen
teacher education and educational research in line with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020.
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Representative image.

Advertisement

With the new status conferred by the Union ministry of education, NCERT will now be
able to offer higher education programmes in education across diploma,
undergraduate (UG), postgraduate (PG), doctoral and specialised levels, while
continuing its core role in school curriculum development.

Officials said the “distinct category” tag recognises NCERT’s specialised national role,
distinguishing it from conventional universities while granting it autonomy to design
and run academic programmes.
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were affiliated with local universities across five states. These included Barkatullah
University in Bhopal, MDS University in Ajmer, the University of Mysore, Utkal
University in Bhubaneswar and North-Eastern Hill University in Shillong. The RIEs
required approval from their respective affiliated universities to introduce new courses.

More Stories >

Principal vs students
at Delhi University's
Hansraj College as...

‘Joining BJP was a

historic mistake”

Sithhac Chandra

According to a notification issued by the higher education department of the ministry
on March 30, NCERT will also be permitted to establish off-campus and offshore
centres “only in accordance with the norms and guidelines issued by the University
Grants Commission (UGC), from time to time, on the subject.”

The decision to grant deemed university status to NCERT headquarters in Delhi,
along with its six constituent institutions, including RIEs in Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and Shillong, and the Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central
Institute of Vocational Education in Bhopal, was taken by the ministry “in exercise of
powers conferred under Section 3 of the UGC Act, 1956” on the advice of the UGC.
This provision allows the Centre to declare an institution of higher learning as a
deemed university, granting it autonomy to award degrees subject to UGC
regulations.
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The move follows a process spanning over three years. In September 2022, NCERT
had applied to the UGC seeking deemed university status under the distinct category.
The commission recommended issuance of a Letter of Intent (Lol) in October 2022,
following which the ministry issued the Lol in August 2023, asking NCERT to fulfil
conditions such as strengthening academic and research capacity, complying with
UGC norms, and initiating doctoral and innovative academic programmes within three
years.

NCERT submitted its compliance report in November 2025, which was accepted by a
UGC expert committee in January 2026 and subsequently approved by the
commission, paving the way for the final notification on March 30.

Through the notification, the ministry has directed the institution to “commence
research programmes as well as doctoral and innovative academic programmes” and
expand into new areas in line with NEP 2020.

The ministry also specified that the institution “shall not engage or indulge in any
activities that are of commercial and profit making in nature” and that there should be
no diversion of funds without prior approval. It further mandates adherence to UGC
norms for academic programmes, compulsory accreditation by the National Board of
Accreditation (NBA) and the National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC),
participation in annual rankings under the National Institutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF), and adoption of digital academic systems such as the Academic Bank of
edits (ABC). 25

\#T, Coins


https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjstSp-uufwRWmka1wF-zgGyPMD2TVKMIeF7FXkKxmRF99-SEgHu1CEK_Ggt1gfP4SL75uhSb2avD2zDGTYBuYcYVJGqcs0xjzbBzhMfCqNJFX6YoEdXAMOexynULB_BEmGLc64qynAthxb8b1OV24K3lodKUedIZ9B1x0m4XECeBJFNfx5Bc8I38YoCvge9GmHGxqJX6x1vvVPD7SF3oqvrcB1VE5BsYtDP9YeXQBCu9UU21mJvV0OqSSz1xjdnofoowAs1pEAAyQJdX4hjKYTf97aZFrVKy4xVUzMHOfsnIOOl1nqvqSTiGJPBTJ6rQhClId6gYbOiM1EiypZ1GXWTnCksA392Xg40yXiKu_auzQfR9rrLLPTEUEFBap2e85wkAEju0rYB9n84mHa2a5y_5Ju9_Zxl9O5J0u7fQb91vkV750HZGZrL17bGZxvrltRaQ0G6w7DbBfLxBqz6cCVHFpwtBXPbcfns4G46qDUgj&sai=AMfl-YRNQEKZ-aVBnztMEcCfqJZcPC8vLTIxYSIIDkaimTSEU2ZRMBCtAuIBg4JHQOnXleT14rNLcrLd_cJ43HKP2CATZDm5AFupoa2E4-V26P9sEEhswpf4AXJAaznmQ0ClFrBZ1GYqw773UBsMyOL3EhUHGbkhPQ__Khn4jcrVKS6RkGlmbaePA3uVWcr79XYRr44qim9rClmwiuvAnqQybDW3Lk3dHBQ4uqDvRXqxKS0tDGo6cksXqQnoOaDcSo4CbwZmw-Oc7GlV6g3Rs7pSOYtyJlox5NwREumzu8uQPrKmGAtRVCC0Fr7sr2C7uOm3K55Ctdr2nbsa24d9_K0fbhucM9yV9FU9nYRtsD26&sig=Cg0ArKJSzBjYDMJHNwX5EAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/306189;10519794;5941492;210;0/?us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&gdpr=0&ft_impID=E5F1A341-1B9B-7939-3400-14399EA91E2B&g=656554A99288FB&random=839596.2700781246&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://www.zoho.com/in/payroll/?utm_source=livemint&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=india26&utm_content=ROS-300x250
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsupHipqlDoi0IcpJqbuIHh8hAy8LTJp0HVbrcekVJYUOtp73XF_uvN2e5w9pxDSwqwbgCR9ka7mgqnarK8Q74QIfCIZt61Obs1Znf5qPekhHfRJimnqPLbeoYHSHy4vN_-XsmbmP1hq4zo7sAZEpFO0gB8M3M1CNA8fBd3JSkazpXywW_nxHl37h7CTTHgc43dJprQgdvnPZ82srlPmPOKk_yRuU9Nks62ib5G-rnZcum6npP3PAULqkRP_B5bhiwtRncxJtEaqRZylkKf4qsUl9xVKfXbI4wftztJMVMwgIpuMuajMury4DV0O4bL50mjKZ6JTmz5fqqrwqh9ZrXxR3qRCx4Yr_svLCZ-3lX-Tnpyn7VKRlr-OcH7V5xFv2PeGcbETypGck8gSTQp44u9O6kg8XNHu1GKaMm5otH2H_HImShu3HnY9hiAz6yn6kL2awsc0rcpwGeF_hDca5fv0kbIqTlKaoV578iUwJ1Sa&sai=AMfl-YTGBgtaKYAofTjowbGObKMMKMNmjm0n-DCCuBgN9StTx28vdcld6TAySn6JeCDScgmAt-4LhDp9U_n6UxLUvRSj2c8Nw2j-Zut9T15HnRK8Oelx9ME-dwhVibjlriem8p3ocU3XwlUo8CI516chUTwUOMazrJPIAu6AA9PIHPO-1XaBvTdkmnr0a_gGsKqWWyCB5CPN0p7XDcTiJ4ue3OxEPuHcAmdof33NatIpqEhkIswpR2yknQ_1XoANhxkwBqRuQh5XjaXP5L7Sikn2ypvQUiVRa-lqPEqKmhGhn8LwifbbqT7O2YUbs7_BiML4U1kEeu4ztZdm1TTtgojOF2f5IGZLXzVKsy7kKq_a&sig=Cg0ArKJSzK6LnTQCNRNHEAE&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&urlfix=1&adurl=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/306189;10519794;5941492;210;0/?us_privacy=!!US_PRIVACY!&gdpr=0&ft_impID=FE794F05-5B38-5214-DE7F-0562CB75EC55&g=656554A99288FB&random=839596.2700781246&ft_width=300&ft_height=250&url=https://www.zoho.com/in/payroll/?utm_source=livemint&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=india26&utm_content=ROS-300x250
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities
https://www.hindustantimes.com/trending
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news/donald-trump-speech-today-iran-us-war-israel-tehran-dubai-middle-east-uae-amazon-apple-ceasefire-strait-of-hormuz-latest-101775087488090.html

ST ZZFE. 3 JWea 202¢, O & -}

Bhupender.Sharma

Al HTUGTE

.@ﬁmomdla,cm_ B
w 7§ ferwett : CBSE % aeawan |
3 ¥ 8 % ol & fom FwRAEe |
fifm (CT) s anfdfeRrm [
: (A1) F g
Sﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ -'*."l
e W AR 2wt e
AW A el T vord M- '
w1 deed ondt WE s R wfm A T 0w
from B wearEw ol S gd ww AR aw
IqES  FHET | TR FHRFEH w22 Weh §
T WA AT ¥ STarE T R S i 2w
1o FAR 2 A . R R A I A aw wge
ot T B ¥ FegEe e sk v

RaE R F A R A w1 e
oI ¥ TEd B S TR - 39 F 66 R
R wE & R A d § o @ ven FReem
T W s fren S w1 e o ok
9Rwe (SCERT) ® wewal fum w1 a4 29 ¥ wia
fF o ¥ T A 66 R & s W
1 THEl T 1 Tgrn  fewemT HEe g | /

il RENTEERT T WTSN sFh i)

kY

I

|
%%?5

g‘ﬂ
i

26



PG AR, 3 sHe 202,

| = 2E. |E EBEFE BEewss
- 5 = o o BEER
B mmmﬁw 1 : mmmwmmmmﬂm |
ﬁm (33 m.__« FEE, TEERREMEEY.
3 U
18 . omw w B MWWMW wmmm#w\
2 Bf sEEEE
15 1
‘e &
| 4
& mw
wﬁ% " ﬁhﬂ%mﬁ%mﬁ ﬂm M#Wam
\m mhm%ﬁﬁwmw@amm#mmmwm@ wmﬁmm__
.MWMMWWW F me w m m
m Mmﬁmmwnmﬁi@ tyoet
& Himnhintiananand

27




it Brsm o TR 3 o R 3G

o S Fpel R B N O 8P IO e R & o 25 sil Y
# Rl 3A7 ol fen O, ST BT o JREIRICIPER @ afvE e a =
e (deieE) A o i & WGUDH g3 - Raidomfowen,  fEE e w1 @
agd ¥5 W @M @ SR o i 419 GRe a vsaE - ot i, EPRRl %9 R e @) el 9 5 e
F W R M F T et d teE @ - IRRwImRATET # Red o Tedy @ ww
el W e R S S e cmaibgey | b ORORRRER| SR R % g s
¥ 3iva A Defors T 2026-27 edswEdsolysy O, S TS TR Al B
A i 7 109 F B A weeE 2003 & BOW W OTERA B, ppeqcambaied s 25, 9 1 sl when &
1 toen frn &1 R § o ©F % ae vy, R mmm - o, fd eE-emx iR
J o ofed &, TRE T T CoiR e e W SR mm! T (w8l
e # vzaE W ¥ fee Rty w@ ey o e ( FeriwoTTere )
2 ot e T TRwEe 2028 & o€ uher e A R S e # O s W g
Rife #1 sivafie geaee § 3 W omeen # e el #ouw e S A, vivem o & e s, dfess
e S SR FoH IO T e Yo 3N seed % w0 e ont H 3w g2 dl e @ o ¥ A F R
# ford o0 e A A TRl T e W 20267 @ e Y Tgw fe Woewiwn swem af 2028 |
qheTe S e, e F Rl sodl F dwd wm afeE St ¥ srEER, % o o fef foreneff < weaiw fowa g WL
T A sem ARRM A sk W WA 203031 @ A W ¢ oK Pedw Wl Irest smRa W @
Sreta &4 2 g T @ 104 OF @ GUR PR em S AR 9err o BE WS T e
78 U Feed T R A e e w fEei A wn q # R el § W R foifEFm 3t sifERafee e
(WEi)-2020 @R UL wW Q WRAW WG ved & ot wefer ok wird H f e # it R 8
qegeE # FRE (TEes) o 1o A # 33 ¥ R T, P o el o A et | emedl ae 3@ Tifaf

28




AL IO, 3 SN 2oi, ISFH - ¢

29




NCERT gets deemed
varsity status, school
body now under
UGC framework

Vidheesha Kuntamalla
. New Delhi, April 2

NEARLY THREE years after
the Government signalled its
intent to expand its mandate,
the NCERT has been formally
declared an institution
“deemed to be university,”
markingastructuralshiftinthe
role of the country’s apex
school education body, The In-
dian Express has learnt.

The new status significantly
expands NCERT’s mandate
beyond school curriculum de-
sign, enabling the body to

launch academic programmes,

including doctoral and inno-
vative courses. The move, how-
ever, strikesat the heartof an ear-
lier internal controversy within
the NCERT where faculty had

warned that such a transition

coulddilute itsautonomy. Asre-
ported by The Indian Expressin
2022, an assistant professor had
written to the director caution-
ing that “by deciding to grant
‘Deemed tobe University’ status
toNCERT, allwe aretrying todo
is surrender our academic au-
tonomy to the UGC,” arguing
that the shift could weaken
NCERT’s position as India’s pri-
maryauthorityonschooleduca-
tion. P
Anotification issued by the
Ministry of Education on Mon-
day (March 30), declares
NCERT, along with its six con-
stituent units, asan institution
deemed to be university under
a “distinct category,” under
Section 3 of the University
Grants Commission (UGC) Act,
1956. “The Ministry of Educa-

'New books being
reviewed, says
NCERT Director

| New Delhi: With the new.
NCERT Class 9 textbooks, to
be used in the academic
session that began this week,
yettobe released, NCERT Di-
rector Dinesh Prasad Saklani
said Thursday thatthe books
are being reviewed exten-
sively to reduce the possibil-
ity of an “explosive” reaction.
. “Most textbooks will be
outbetween April10and 15...
because there is a lot of dis-
cussion on them, and when
they are out sometimes there
is an explosion (visfot). To
limit the explosion, wearetry-
ing to ensure that with more
caution...” Saklanisaid. ENS

tion, on the advice of the UGC,
hereby declares National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training... consist-
ingof... six constituent units as

T Tuolian Erpresss 3 powd 202¢ , Page No-12

an Institution deemed to be |
University under distinct cat-

egory,” it states.

The declaration follows a
multi-stage process that began
with NCERT’s application on
the UGC portal, followed by a
Letterof Intent issued in August
2023. According to the notifica-
tion, the institution submitted a
compliance report in November

2025, whichwasaccepted by the |

UGC'sexpert committeeandap-

proved duringits 595th meeting
onJanuary 30 this year.
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Abhinaya Harigovind
New Delhi, April 2

CBSE’'S NEW school curricu-
lum released Thursday shows
that a third language will be

from the current 2026-27 aca-
demic session. With every
| learner expected to study at
move sets the stage for the
Board to introduce a third lan-

- guage asa mandatorysubject in
the Class 10 board examin 2031
‘The NEP2020 recommends
that students learn three lan-

current system where they
study only two languages. Ac-
cording to CBSE Chairman
RahulSingh, the third language
orR3isnotbeing made manda-
toryforClass 9students yet. “R3
level textbooks will be intro-

Class 6, vocational e

made compulsory in Class 6.

guagesuptoClass10, unlikethe

| EXPLAINED

Matter of language

Thechangesare inline with
the National Education Pol-
icy 2020 that recommends
studentslearn 3 languages
uptoClass 10, unlike the cur-
rentsystemwhere they
studyonly 2languages. The
Maithili, Konkaniand San-
thali aslanguage subjectsin
Class 9fromthe currentaca-
demicsession, With this, the
Board will offer all 22 sched-
uled languages as options.

duced in Class 6 this year. They
will write their board exams in
2031, and that'swhentheentire

schema will change, and the
three-language formula will be
entirely implemented,” he said
atthelaunch ofthe CBSE’s new
secondary school curriculum.
A source said that with stu-
dents expected to study at least
two Indian languages as part of
the three-language formula,
thosewriting the Class 10 board

examin203larenot likely tobe

abletotaketheexam in boththe
English subject and a foreign
language as the second or third
language. This is because Eng-
lish will now be considered a for-
eignlanguage,and the new cur-
riculumallows only one foreign
language, the source added.
Learning material for R3, as

developed by CBSE, is likely to

be available online this month,
the source added. With the new
curriculum, the Board is also
making art education, voca-

CBSE's new curriculum: 3rd language must in
ducation for classes 9 & 10

tional education, and physical.
education mandatoryin classes
9and 10. Textbooks are settobe
introduced for art education
and physical education. In the
currentacademic session, Class
10 students will have school-
based assessments for art and
physical education. Inthe2027-
28 academic session, they will
have vocational education as a
compulsorysubject with an an-
nual or board exam, while art
and physical education will |
continue tobeassessed through
school-based internals.
Computational thinking
and Al will also be introduced
as compulsory subjects for
classes 9and 10. They will bein-
troduced as modules with inter-
nal assessments in the current
academic session, and will be-
comeacompulsoryboard exam
subject for Class 10 in 2029.
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Education Ministry
notifies NCERT as
deemed university

The Ministry’s notification enables the NCERT to offer courses and grant

.degrees; it directs the education body to begin doctoral programmes

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI NCERT upgrade
he Education Mi- The new status empowers the council to design academic
nistry has issued a programmes and expand its role from a curriculum body toa
notification declar- higher education and research institution

ing the National Council
for Educational Research
and Training, or NCERT,
an institution deemed to
be a university, enabling it
to offer courses or pro-
grammes  and
degrees. .

In the notification dated
March 30, the Ministry said
that the University Grants
Commission (UGC) had ap-
proved the expert panel’s
recommendations to grant
deemed university status
to the NCERT — a nodal
school curriculum body —
in January, following which
the Ministry notified the
grant of status to the coun-
cil.

The notification confers
the status on the NCERT,
along with its six regional
institutes, provided that a
list of conditions is met.

These conditions pre-
vent the NCERT from in-
‘dulging in any activities
that are “commercial” and
“profit-making” in nature,
and mandate that all aca-

=

grant

= It must comply with UGC
norms, avoid commercial/
profit-driven activities, and
follow strict guidelines for new

_or offshore campuses

demic courses or Ppro-
grammes must conform to
the norms and standards
prescribed by the UGC and
the concerned statutory
bodies or councils. The
notification mandates the
NCERT to start pro-
grammes and off-campus
or on offshore campuses
“only in accordance with
the norms and guidelines
issued by the UGC, from
time to time, on the sub-
jeCtl”

The Ministry has said
the NCERT “shall take ap-
propriate steps” to begin

" research and doctoral pro-

grammes, and “innovative

32

® It must expand into research -
and innovative academic areas

~ while securing accreditation i
U from NAAC and programme

| ratings from the National :

§ Board of Accreditation

academic programmes”
and the institute must not
confine itself to the new
emerging areas, but also
“endeavour” to expand in-
to other domains that are
in accordance with UGC
re ions and the Nation-
al * Education Policy of
2020. The Ministry said the
NCERT must take all the
measures required to get
its academic programines
and courses rated for ac-
creditation by the National
Board of Accreditation,
and for the institute itself
by the National Assess-
ment and Accreditation
Council.
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Education Ministry notifies NCERT
as deemed university

The notification dated March 30 enables the NCERT to offer courses and confer
degrees; it says all such academic programmes must conform to UGC norms
and standards

Updated - April 03,2026 06:45 am IST - New Delhi

THE HINDU BUREAU

=

The Education Ministry notification mandates the NCERT to start new programmes, off-campus or on offshore
campuses. Photo: ncert.nic.in

The Education Ministry has issued a notification declaring the National Council for
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), as an institution deemed to be a university,
enabling it to offer courses/programmes and confer degrees.

In the notification dated March 30, 2026, " v‘ "‘nistry said that the University Grants
Commission (UGC) had approved the expert connnittee’s recommendations to grant
deemed university status to the NCERT — a nodal school education body — in January

this year, following which the Ministry declared the NCERT as one.
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The notification confers this status on the NCERT, along with its six regional institutes,
provided that a list of conditions is met.

These conditions prevent the NCERT from indulging in any activities that are
‘commercial” and “profit-making” in nature, and mandate that all academic courses or
programmes must conform to the norms and standards prescribed by the UGC and the
concerned statutory bodies or councils.

The notification also mandated the NCERT to start new programmes, off-campus or on
offshore campuses, “only in accordance with the norms and guidelines issued by the
UGC, from time to time, on the subject.” Further, the Ministry has said that the NCERT
“shall take appropriate steps” to begin research programmes, doctoral programmes, and
“innovative academic programmes”.

It added that the institute must not confine itself to what are currently the new emerging
areas, but also “endeavour” to expand into other domains that are in accordance with
UGC guidelines and regulations and the National Education Policy of 2020.
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The Ministry has further said that the NCERT must take all the measures required to get
its academic programmes and courses rated for accreditation by the National Board of
Accreditation, and for the Institute itself to be accredited by the National Assessment and
Accreditation Council (NAAC).

The government has also mandated the NCERT to start participating in annual rankings
of institutes issued by the National Institutional Ranking Framework and has asked it to
“‘compulsorily” create Academic Bank of Credits (ABC), identities of its students, and
upload their credit scores in digital lockere thnat can be reflected in the ABC portal.

Published - April 02,2026 09:51 pm IST
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NCERT granted deemed-to-be university status,
empowered to award its own degrees

The Ministry of Education, NCERT along with its six constituent units have been
declared as deemed to be University under distinct category.

PTI
Updated: 3rd Apr, 2026 at 1:41 PM

NEW DELHI: The National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has

been formally declared a deemed-to-be univelsséty empowering it to award its own degrees,
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officials said.

"The Ministry of Education, on the advice of the University Grants Commission (UGC),
NCERT along with its six constituent units have been declared as deemed to be University

under distinct category," an official notification said.

These constituent units include regional institutes of education in Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and Shillong, along with the Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central Institute

of Vocational Education in Bhopal.

As the apex organisation for school education, the NCERT undertakes various activities and
programmes, including educational research and innovation, curriculum development and
development of textual and teaching-learning materials.

Also Leveraging expertise of faculty across institutions will give NCERT new
read: direction: Director

Three years back, the Centre had approved granting the deemed-to-be-university status to

NCERT in the 'De Novo' category.

A De-Novo deemed university is an institution that can apply to the UGC for setting up a
new institution as deemed-to-be-university, which will undertake study and research in

unique and emerging areas of knowledge that are not offered by any existing institution.
The notification has listed certain conditions with granting of the status.

These conditions prevent the NCERT from indulging in any activities that are "commercial"
and "profit-making" in nature, and mandate that all academic courses or programmes must
conform to the norms and standards prescribed by the UGC and the statutory bodies or

councils concerned.

The notification also mandated the NCERT to start new programmes, off-campus or on
offshore campuses, "only in accordance with the norms and guidelines issued by the UGC,

from time to time, on the subject".

Currently, the graduate and post-graduate programmes offered by the NCERT's Regional
Institute of Education (REI) are affiliated with local universities like Barkatullah University,
Bhopal, M D S University, Ajmer, University of Mysuru, Utkal University, Bhubaneshwar

and the North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong.

37


https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2026/Mar/25/leveraging-expertise-of-faculty-across-institutions-will-give-ncert-new-direction-director

Further, the Ministry has said that the NCERT shall take appropriate steps to begin research

programmes, doctoral programmes and innovative academic programmes.

The government has also mandated the NCERT to start participating in annual rankings of
institutes issued by the National Institutional Ranking Framework and has asked it to
"compulsorily" create Academic Bank of Credits (ABC), identities of its students, and upload

their credit scores in digital lockers that can be reflected in the ABC portal.
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NCERT granted deemed-to-be university status by
Centre, to award its own degrees

Published on: Apr 03, 2026 1:55 PM IST
By HT Education Desk | Edited by Papri Chanda O:g

Prefer HT
on Google

The National Council of Educational Research and Training, NCERT, has been
granted deemed-to-be university status. With this status, the Council will be able to
award its own degrees and expand its academic scope.
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National Council Of Educational
Research And Training

NCERT granted deemed-to-be university status by Centre, to award its own degrees

The decision was approved by the Ministry of Education, on the advice of the
University Grants Commission, UGC.

This decision brings NCERT and its six constituent institutions, including the Regional
Institutes of Education located in Ajmer, Bhopal, Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and Shillong,
as well as the Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central Institute of Vocational Education in
Bhopal, under the new status.

In the statement, the Ministry has informed that an online application was uploaded on
the UGC Portal for the grant of Institution deemed to be University status under a
40
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status to NCERT in the 'De Novo' category. A De-Novo deemed university is an
institution that can apply to the UGC to be set up as a deemed university, undertaking
study and research in unique and emerging areas of knowledge not offered by any
existing institution.

More Stories >

‘Joining BJPwas a
historic mistake’:
Subhas Chandra...

Pakistani man finds it
funny Sara Arjun

wearc minickirt in

The Ministry further added that the recommendation of the UGC Expert Committee
was considered and approved by the commission.

The Ministry also directed the NCERT to take appropriate steps to commence
research programmes as well as doctoral and innovative academic programmes.

At present, courses offered by NCERT’s Regional Institute of Education are affiliated
with local universities like Barkatullah University, Bhopal, M D S University, Ajmer,
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CBSE plan for 2026-27: Three-
language formula from Class 6; two
levels of maths, science for Class 9

Mathematics and science will see a major structural shift with the introduction
of a two-level system starting in the 202627 academic session

Published - April 03,2026 03:07 pm IST - New Delhi

PTI

Aview of the Shiksha Sadan which houses the CBSE at Rouse Avenue in New Delhi. File | Photo Credit: The Hindu

The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has rolled out its new curriculum,
launching a phased implementation of the three-language formula from Class 6 and a
two-level system of mathematics and science for Class 9 starting in the 2026-27 academic
session, officials said on Friday (April 3, 2026).

v
While the three-language formula mandated under the new National Education Policy

(NEP) will be implemented from 2026 for Class 6, introduction of the two-level system of
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mandatory standard and optional advanced courses in mathematics and science will be
done for Class 9.

"Languages are organised through a structured three-language framework across stages:
R1, R2 and R3. As per recommendations of new National Curriculum Framework (NCF),
two of these three languages must be native to India. In continuation of the board's
phased implementation of multilingual education, a third language will be made
mandatory from Class 6 with effect from the academic session 2026-27, ensuring that
every learner studies at least two Indian languages," a senior board official said.

"While it is desirable that the same scheme of languages is adopted, under exceptional
circumstances for students returning from foreign schools where the third language
studied till Class 8 or 9 is not available in domestic schools, such students may be
exempted as per approved norms. However, such students will be required to study the
total number of subjects as stipulated in the scheme of studies," the official added.

Mathematics and science will see a major structural shift with the introduction of a two-
level system starting in the 2026—27 academic session.

"All students will study the standard curriculum and appear for a common 80-mark
examination of three hours; those opting for higher proficiency can choose an additional
‘advanced' level in either or both subjects. This advanced component will consist of a
separate 25-mark, one-hour paper designed to test higher-order thinking skills and deeper
conceptual understanding.

"Students must mandatorily take the standard exam, while the advanced paper remains
optional. Importantly, performance in the advanced paper will not be added to the overall
aggregate; instead, students scoring 50 per cent or above will have the advanced-level
qualification reflected separately in their mark sheet," the official said.

The two-level system (standard and advanced) in mathematics and science will begin in
the 2026—-27 academic session for Class 9 students, and the first board exams for Class 10
students with this structure will be held in 2028 for that cohort.

Published - April 03,2026 03:07 pm IST
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graduate, doctoral  and
research programmes, and
will function under the norms
and regulatory framework of

g ;UGC Six of its constituent

Regional Institutes of Educa-
tion in Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, Odisha and Karnata-
ka; the North East Regional

Institute of Education in
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Meghalaya; and the Pandit
Sunderlal Sharma Central
Institute of Vocational Educa-
tion in Madhya Pradesh.
‘According to the notifica-



* CBSE implements new

3-language formula

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

The Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
has rolled outits new curricu-
lum, launching a phased
implementation of the three-
language formula from Class
6 and a two-level system of
mathematics and science for
Class 9 starting in the 2026-27
academic session.

While the three-language
formula mandated under the
new National Education Policy
(NEP) will be implemented
from 2026 for Class 6, the intro-
duction of the two-level system

i Ewg W

optional advanced courses in
mathematics and science will
be done for Class 9.

Languages are organised
through a structured three-lan-
guage framework across
stages: R1, R2 and R3. As perthe
recommendations of the
new National Curriculum
Framework (NCF), two of these
three languages must be
native to India.
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‘CBSE implements new
3-language formula

In continuation of the board's phased implemen-
tation of multilingual education, a third language
will be made mandatory from Class 6 with effect
from the academic session 2026-27, ensuring that
every learner studies at least two Indian lan-
guages. “While the same scheme of languages
should be adopted, under exceptional circum-
stances for students returning from foreign
schools where the third language studied till
Class 8 or 9 is not available in domestic schools,
such students may be exempted as per approved
norms. However, such students will be required
to study the total number of subjects as stipu-
lated in the scheme of studies,” the official added.

According to the officials, the third language
or R3 is not being made mandatory for Class 9
students yet, “R3 level textbooks will be intro-
duced in Class 6 this year. They will write their
board exams in 2031, and that is when the entire
scheme will change, and the three-language
formula will be entirely implemented,” the offi-
cial added. Mathematics and science will see
a major structural shift with the introduction
of a two-level system starting in the 2026-27
academic session. “All students will study the

—_—
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school-based internal examinations,” he said.

standard curriculum and appear for a common
80-mark examination of three hours; those
opting for higher proficiency can choose an
additional ‘advanced’ level in either or both
subjects. This advanced component will consist
of a separate 25-mark, one-hour paper
designed to test higher-order thinking skills
and deeper conceptual understanding.

“Students must mandatorily take the stan-
dard exam, while the advanced paper remains
optional. Importantly, performance in the
advanced paper will not be added to the
overall aggregate; instead, students scoring 50
per cent or above will have the advanced-level
qualification reflected separately in their
mark sheet,” the official said.

The two-level system (standard and
advanced) in mathematics and science will
begin in the 2026-27 academic session for Class
9 students, and the first board exams for Class
10 students with this structure will be held in
2028 for that cohort. Computational thinking
and artificial intelligence will also be intro-
duced as compulsory subjects for classes 9 and
10. They will be introduced as modules with
internal assessments in the current academ-
ic session, and will become a compulsory
board exam subject for Class 10 in 2029.
These subjects are being introduced in classes
3 to 8 in the current academic session. With
the new curriculum, the board is making art
education, vocational education, and physical
education mandatory in classes 9 and 10.
Textbooks are set to be introduced for art edu-
cation and physical education.

“In the current academic session, Class 10
students will have school-based assessments
for art and physical education. In the 2027-28
academic session, they will have vocational
education as a compulsory subject with an
annual or board exam, while art and physical
education will continue to be assessed through
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NCERT now

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
® New Delhi

In yet another reform
towards higher education,
the Union Ministry of
Education has declared the
National Council Ffor
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) as a
deemed-to-be university,
empowering it to award its
own degrees. '

An official notification in
this regard said the Ministry
of Education, on the advice
of the University Grants
Commission (UGC), NCERT,
along with its six constituent
units have been declared a
deemed University under a
distinct category.

o

&b FqUET HIX WY
National Council of Educational Research & Training

‘These constituent units
include regional institutes
of education in Ajmer,
Bhopal, Bhubaneswar,
Mysuru and Shillong, along
with the Pandit Sunderlal
Sharma Central Institute of
Vocational Education
in Bhopal.

declared deemed university !

y
]

T

NCERT undertakes various
activities and programmes,
including educational
research and innovation,
curriculum development
and development of textual
and teaching-learning
materials.
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Hill University, Shillong.

Further, the MoE has said that the NCERT will
take appropriate steps to begin research pro-
grammes, doctoral programmes and innovative
academic programmes.

The government has also mandated the
NCERT to start participating in annual rankings
of institutes issued by the National Institutional
Ranking Framework and has asked it to “com-
pulsorily” create the Academic Bank of Credits
(ABC), identities of its students, and upload their
credit scores in digital lockers that can be
reflected in the ABC portal.

“NCERT now declared _ b - Ao S o
deemed university

Three years back, the Centre had approved grant-
ing the deemed-to-be-university status to NCERT
in the ‘de-novo’ category. A de-novo deemed uni-
versity is an institution that can apply to the UGC
for setting up a new institution as a deemed uni-
versity, which will undertake study and research
in unique and emerging areas of knowledge that
are not offered by any existing institution.

The notification has listed certain conditions
for granting the status. These conditions prevent
the NCERT from indulging in any activities that
are "commercial” and “profit-making” in nature,
and mandate that all academic courses or pro-
grammes must conform to the norms and stan-
dards prescribed by the UGC and the statutory
bodies or councils concerned.

The notification also mandated the NCERT to
start new programmes, off-campus or on off-
shore campuses, “only in accordance with the
norms and guidelines issued by the UGC, from
time to time, on the subject”.

Currently, the graduate and post-graduate pro-
grammes offered by the NCERT's Regional
Institute of Education (REl) are affiliated with local
universities like Barkatullah University, Bhopal,
MDS University, Ajmer, University of Mysuru, Utkal
University, Bhubaneshwar and the North-Eastern
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Printed from

THE TIMES OF INDIA

NCERT revises class 8 textbook, removes map
showing Jaisalmer as part of Maratha empire

TNN | Apr 4, 2026, 03.05 PM IST

JAISALMER: The country’s apex curriculum body, NCERT, has now
removed the disputed map from the recently released revised
digital edition of the Class 8 Social Science English textbook for
the academic session 2026-27. Earlier, in the 2025-26 English
textbook, the controversial map appeared on page 71. However, in
the updated digital edition for 2026-27, the map has been
removed from pages 70 and 71.

The controversy stemmmed from the inclusion of a map in the Class
8 Social Science textbook published by NCERT, which showed
Jaisalmer as part of the then Maratha Empire. Following
objections raised by historians, Rajput organizations, and several

royal families of Rajasthan—including former member of the Jaisalmer royal family, Chaitanya Raj Singh—NCERT
had earlier remmoved the map from the Hindi version of the textbook for the academic year 2025-26 and did not

include it in the updated digital edition.

Now, after the Hindi version, NCERT has also removed the same disputed map from the English textbook’s digital
edition for the 2026-27 curriculum. It is noteworthy thatdn the 2025-26 syllabus, Jaisalmer had been shown as


https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/

part of the Maratha Empire, but in the latest English digital edition, the map is no longer included.
This decision was taken following continuous objections from historians, Rajput groups, and former royal families
of Rajasthan.

Representatives from royal families, including those from Jaisalmer, as well as public representatives, had also
submitted demands to the central government seeking removal of the map.

They argued that the depiction was incorrect and that the Marathas did not rule over parts of Rajasthan as
shown.

Chaitanya Raj Singh had strongly objected to the depiction, calling it historically misleading, factually incorrect,
and a serious error. He had demanded immediate correction from the Union Education Minister.

Following Jaisalmer, royal families from Mewar and Bundi also raised objections to being shown as part of the
Maratha Empire.

With NCERT's latest decision, the controversy has, for now, subsided. Members of the former Jaisalmer royal
family, Rajput leaders, and experts have welcomed the move, expressing satisfaction over the removal of the
disputed map.

Confirming the removal, Ex Mharaval Chaitanya Raj Singh stated that they had initially raised their objection
through social media and later formally communicated with NCERT in writing. He said that correcting the
mistake and removing the map from both Hindi and English textbooks is a welcome step. Academic institutions,
he added, are expected to provide students with accurate and authentic knowledge.
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He further emphasized that history is deeply connected with cultural heritage, self-respect, and public sentiment.
Therefore, any presentation should be unbiased and based on facts rather than driven by any agenda. There
should be no compromise with facts, and content must be included only on the basis of verified evidence. He
stressed that curriculum development should prioritize expert review and historical authenticity to ensure that
future generations receive accurate and balanced knowledge.

Devendra Pratap Singh, Director of the Jaisalmer Fort Palace Museum, stated that the earlier map issued by
NCERT was controversial and had been opposed by several prominent royal families of Rajasthan. He emphasized
that there is no historical evidence supporting the inclusion of Jaisalmer in the Maratha Empire. He also noted
that the royal family had written to the NCERT Director regarding the issue, and termed the removal a positive
step.

Following the removal of the map, there is a sense of happiness among the people of Jaisalmer. The region has a
rich and glorious history, and events like the “Dhai Saka” stand as strong testimony to it. Locals believe that raising
guestions on such a proud history without solid evidence is unacceptable, and they have welcomed the decision.

Vikram Singh Nachna, another member of a royal family, stated that they had strongly objected to the
controversial map published in the Class 8 Social Science textbook. He said that portraying Jaisalmer and the
entire Rajasthan as part of the Maratha Empire was not only misleading but also contrary to historical facts. He
added that they had communicated firmly with NCERT, demanding correction.
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NCERT now declared deemed university

By Pioneer News Service
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In yet another reform towards higher education, the Union Ministry of Education has declared
the National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) as a deemed-to-be

university, empowering it to award its own degrees.

An official notification in this regard said the Ministry of Education, on the advice of the
University Grants Commission (UGC), NCERT, along with its six constituent units have been

declared a deemed University under a distinct category.

These constituent units include regional institutes of education in Ajmer, Bhopal,
Bhubaneswar, Mysuru and Shil’ derlal Sharma Central Institute

of Vocational Education in B Jds activities and programmes,
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including educational research and innovation, curriculum development and development of

textual and teaching-learning materials.

Three years back, the Centre had approved granting the deemed-to-be-university status to
NCERT in the ‘de-novo’ category. A de-novo deemed university is an institution that can apply
to the UGC for setting up a new institution as a deemed university, which will undertake study
and research in unique and emerging areas of knowledge that are not offered by any existing

institution.

The notification has listed certain conditions for granting the status. These conditions prevent
the NCERT from indulging in any activities that are “commercial” and “profit-making” in nature,
and mandate that all academic courses or programmes must conform to the norms and

standards prescribed by the UGC and the statutory bodies or councils concerned.

The notification also mandated the NCERT to start new programmes, off-campus or on
offshore campuses, “only in accordance with the norms and guidelines issued by the UGC,

from time to time, on the subject”.

Currently, the graduate and post-graduate programmes offered by the NCERT's Regional
Institute of Education (REI) are affiliated with local universities like Barkatullah University,
Bhopal, MDS University, Ajmer, University of Mysuru, Utkal University, Bhubaneshwar and the
North-Eastern Hill University, Shillong.

Further, the MoE has said that the NCERT will take appropriate steps to begin research

programmes, doctoral programmes and innovative academic programmes.

The government has also mandated the NCERT to start participating in annual rankings of
institutes issued by the National Institutional Ranking Framework and has asked it to
“compulsorily” create the Academic Bank of Credits (ABC), identities of its students, and

upload their credit scores in digital lockers that can be reflected in the ABC portal.
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_ALCT in CBSE primary

school curriculum to boost

Togical thinking, creativity
Vighal.Katoch@timesofindia.com

T he CBSE has introduced a new syllabus of

Computational Thinking (CT) and Al for |

classes III to VII, to enable students to
think algorithmically, understand data, recogni-
sepatterns, a_.ndgrasp,t.h,elogicbahhdhowm-

puters function. By employing a variety of enga- |

ging ped methods including puzzles,
structured problems, collaborative projects, and
reflective exercises, the curriculum aims totrans-
o generated by Al form learners into

= informed, creati-
ve, and ethically
aware digital citi-
zens. The curricu-
lumintroduced for
2026-27 academic
sessions aims to
develop founda-
tional skills in the
garly grades. For
~ classesIlto V, the
framework encou-
rages leamers to
approach pro-
blems in a logical manner by applying core pro-
cesses such as decomposition, pattern recogni-
tion, abstraction, and algorithmic thinking. In
middle school (classes VI to VIIT), Aland CT con-
oeptsareintendecltoculuvateessenﬁamlst-oen-

tury skills, including problem-solving, logicalrea-
soning, and creativity, alongsi- —
de the ability to keep pace with

emerging technologies. y

The framework was develo- ,
ped over a year by a 10-member |
committee of experts, including
faculty from OT Madras, Azim
Premji University, and Dhirub-
hai Ambani International Scho-
ol, in collaboration with the
CBSE. Karthik Raman, profes-
sor, Department of Data Science
and AL IT Madras, who headed
the committee, explained that
the curriculum ensures stu-
dents understand thebasicmat-
hematical and logical principles
behind Al, enabling them to
apply, analyse, and even create
simple Alsolutionsinthefuture.

“In class III, students would
not understand complex neu-
ral networks, but they would
know giving unambiguous in-
structions (prompts) to a com-
puter. Because computers do
not succumb to boredom, they
can perform countless itera-
tions to complete a task,” says
Prof Raman.

For the primary years (clas-
sesITI-V), the CT willbe directly
embedded into Maths and Envi-
ronmental Science. It will be in-
cluded in EVS coursebock The
World Around Us (TWAU). Pree-
ti Sharma, an English lecturer,
CM Shri School, Rohini, notes,
and hands-onactivities, suppor-
ted by specialised worksheets,
will ensure high levels of stu-
dent engagement and the pro-
posed tools and teaching-lear-
ning matetials (TLMs) would
help teachers gu@i2 their stu- .
dents to interpret abstract con-
cepts withease.”
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ITs converge with medi
clinicians, engineers, Al experts, and scientists

Rajlakshmi.Ghosh
gumesofindia.com

s healthcare systems
grow ncreasingly
technology-driven, In-
dis's premier engineering in-
surutes are entering into the
nedical domain to bridge the
ang-standing gap between
gmeering innovation and
ical practice. The IITs, tra-
onally known for their
~hnical competence are
ow engaging in program-
s that integrate medicine
- cutting-edge technolo-
r—signalling a shift towards
terdisciplinary  education
7 research. From standalo-
- PG medical degrees and
wysician-scientist tracks to
ocizlised programmes in
theare technology, these
ves aim to cTeate anew
neration of professionals
uipped to solve complex
zlthcare challenges thro-
h a blend of clinical insight
d engineering expertise.
The shift is already evi-
nt across campuses. Take
' Kharagpur (KGP), which
s applied to the NMC to
imch MD programmes in six
ecialisations. At IIT Mad-
5, the Depantment of Medi-
| Sciences & Technology
[ST) runs a four-year BS pro-
amme in Medical Sciences
d Engineering, apart from
S and PhD programmes
en to both engineering and
edical graduates (MBES
id beyond). IIT Delhi, on the
her hand, provides an MS
esearch) in Healthcare
>chnology for medical pro-
ssionals through its Centre
o omedical Engineeri
CBME) mmp\em?:_‘eemQ
s, ngthe-

scP0ol currj
Jogical thip;

rm
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Indigenous device development

optimisation can reduce cost

and diagnostics, making

and system
of medical equipment
healthcare more affordable

se efforts, IT Jodhpur offers a
joint master’s, master's-PhD,
and PhD programmes in me-
dical technologies in part-
nership with AIIMS Jodhpur,
aimed at bringing engineers
and clinicians together to fos-
ter innovation-led entrepre-
neurship. Together, these
programmes signal a broader
transformation—one that se-
eks to produce a new breed of
professionals fluent in baoth
medicine and technology.
Speaking to Education Times,
Prof Suman Chakraborty, di-
rector, IT-KGP, says, "“The fu-
ture of healthcare willdepend
not only on more doctors, but
on better integration betwe-
en clinicians, engineers, sci-
entists, Al specialists, ima-
ging experts, materials rese-
archers, and innovators. [IT-
led participation can accelera-
te that convergence. The

integration can strengthen
translational research from
lab to clinic, boost indigenous
medtechand diagnostics, and
enhancedigital and Al-driven
healthcare delivery. It will al-
so help create a new genera-
tion of specialists who are cli-
nically trained, and adept at
data, devices, modelling, and
innovation ecosystems," Prof
Chakraborty adds.

Organic Move

IIT-KGP's entry into PG medi-
cal education is a natural ex-
tension of its commitment to
interdisciplinary problem-sol-
ving. “Healthcare today is no
longer confined to bedside
practice alone; it increasingly
depends onimaging, Al, diag-
nostics, biomedical devices,
data science, translational re-
search, and systems-level

thinking," says Prof Chakra-

borty. The Institute has sub-
mitted the application for star-
ting MD programmes through
the NMC portalunder theDr B
C Roy Multi Speciality Medi-
cal Research Centre, with I'T-
KGP as the affiliating institu-
tion. The submitted applica-
tion covers six specialisa-
tions: Biochemistry, General
Medicine, Pathology, Radio-
diagnosis, Physiology, and
Community Medicine.

Cohesive Approach

To develop a holistic under-
standing of healthcare tech-
nologies, IT Madras offers a
BS programme in Medical Sci-
ences and Engineering with
specialised courses in device
development, medical ima-
ging, Alin healthcare, and di-
gital health. "Approximately
50% of the curriculum has a
strong technology compo-
nent, attracting students with
strong interdisciplinary inter-
ests," says Prof Boby George,
head, Department of Medical
Sciences and Technology. The

1G]

regil

ITs venturing into healthcare ary 2
will accelerate development missi
of clinically relevant technolo- Op en
gies “Importantly, indigeno- onlin
us device development and istrat
system optimisation can re- El
duce the cost of medical equ- form
ipment and diagnostics. This ary :
will improve accessibility and NOU
make healthcare more affor- fied
dable and inclusive, especial- : cou
ly in resource-constrained i dat
settings," he adds. : nua
mit

Collaborative Model t gra
AtIIT Delhiwhere healthcare ! cat
is a key focus area, over 100 : ce
faculty work across interdi- : go
sciplinary units like CBME : 1vy

and the Kusuma School of
Biological Sciences, alongsi-
deaplanned initiative inbra-
in and cognitive sciences.
“Instead of building its own
hospital, IIT-D has adopted a
collaborative model, partne-
ring with AIIMS, hospitals
across the Army, Navy and
Air Force, and other health-
care providers to advance
science and engineering
applications in medicine,”
says Prof Rangan Banerjee,
director, IIT Delhi. He adds,
“The Institute is offering a
specialised master's pro-
gramme to expose doctors to
research. Supported by
ICMR-backed facilities, a
medical device innovation
ecosystem called mPRAGA-
TI, MRI and BSL-2, BSL-3
labs, and a human patient si-
mulator at the Robotics Inno-
vation Hub, the campus is
well-equipped to drive med-
tech innovation." Expan-
ding globally, the Institute
haslaunched a joint ‘One He-
alth' virtual campus with
Sorbonne University, Parns,

featuring collaborative

Ph.DQ

ADMISSIONS OPEN

SRM University-AP invites applications for admissions to the
|I Ph.D. programmes for the academic year 2026-27.
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O UNIVERSITY AP
Aurmdhre Fradesh

master's and PhD pro-
grammes, underscoring
its push towards scien-
ce- and engineering-dri-
ven medicine as a major




Al, CTin CBSE primary
school curriculum t0 boost

logical thinking, creativity

vmml.Katochii‘timesofindia,com
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Computational Thinkind (CT) and Al for
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Ministry of Education

T
Azadik,
Amrit Mahotsav

Secretary , School Education & Literacy launches

Career Cards for Children with Special Needs to

strengthen inclusive career guidance under NEP
2020

Empowering children with special needs through career
guidance and skilling is key to an inclusive, equitable and
knowledge-driven society - Shri Sanjay Kumar

gfafd fafd: 08 APR 2026 7:52PM by PIB Delhi

Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of
Education, launched the Career Cards for Children with Special Needs (CwSN) at Kartavya Bhawan-2,
New Delhi, on March 31, 2026.
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The initiative represents a significant milestone in advancing equitable access to career guidance
resources for all learners across the country. The Career Cards have been developed through the technical
collaboration and field insights of UNICEF India, NCERT including the Central Institute of Educational
Technology (CIET) and Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central Institute of Vocational Education (PSSCIVE),
Pratham Education Foundation, and National Institutes for Disabilities under the Department of
Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD).

Career information cards

for children with special needs

in accessible features

Speaking on the occasion, Shri Sanjay Kumar highlighted that the initiative is rooted in the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE)
2023, both of which emphasise enabling every learner including children with special needs to explore
diverse educational and occupational pathways. He reiterated the Union Minister for Education’s vision
that, as Bharat advances towards a knowledge-driven, equitable and inclusive society, all learners must
be empowered to contribute meaningfully, ensuring that no one is left behind in the journey towards
Viksit Bharat.

The Secretary underlined the need for early identification, testing and flagging of CwSN within the
schooling ecosystem, alongside building institutional capacity. He noted that while additional posts for

special educators have been created, appointments rgust be expedited, and regular teachers also require



targeted training. In this regard, NCERT will develop a dedicated training module for teachers, in
collaboration with SCERTs and DIETs.

Emphasising that skilling lies at the core of NEP 2020, he stated that by 2030, every student completing
Class XII should possess at least one core skill. He added that PSSCIVE will play a key role in
strengthening inclusive skilling, including for CwSN. Highlighting the importance of scaling such
efforts, he reiterated that education will be central to transforming lives as India moves towards 2047. He
also noted that NIOS has signed a long-standing MoU for affiliation with institutions catering to children
with special needs, aligning with broader initiatives for inclusive education.

On the occasion, Joint Secretary, Smt. Prachi Pandey, informed that the Department of School Education
and Literacy, in collaboration with UNICEF India and NCERT, had released a Career Guidance Book
containing 500 Career Cards at the Akhil Bharatiya Shiksha Samagam on July 29, 2024. She informed
that with today’s launch, this national guidance architecture has been extended specifically to serve
children with special needs, with approximately 150 cards adapted in an inclusive format, ensuring that

inclusion remains a defining feature of India’s education transformation journey.
Smt. A. Srija, Economic Adviser presented the vote of thanks on the occasion.

The event was attended by Sh. Dheeraj Sahu (Addl. Secretary), Sh. Rahul Singh (Chairman, CBSE), Sh.
Dinesh Prasad Saklani (Director, NCERT), Ms. Prachi Pandey (Joint Secretary), Ms. Amarpreet Duggal
(Joint Secretary), Sh. Vikas Gupta (Commissioner, KVS), Sh. Rajesh Lakhani (Commissioner, NVS)
from the Department, Dr. Saadhna Pandey from UNICEF and Ms. Rukmini Banerjee from Pratham
Education Foundation.
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Career Cards are thoughtfully designed to help students make informed decisions about their future by
providing early exposure to a wide range of career options. Each card offers concise information on roles
and responsibilities, required qualifications, and potential career pathways, enabling students to explore
opportunities aligned with their interests and aspirations.

These engaging and user-friendly cards serve as a valuable resource for teachers and counsellors to guide
students in planning their academic and professional journeys effectively.

Earlier, NCERT developed a Career Guide Book with 500 Career Cards for students in collaboration
with UNICEF. Now efforts have been made to make these Career cards accessible for CwSN. In this
endeavour NCERT has developed 150 Career Cards specially designed for CwSN in collaboration with
UNICEF making career guidance universally accessible and inclusive. Now, these cards are available in
Braille format too.

skoskoskoksk

AK

(Release ID: 2250250) Visitor Counter : 3102
Read this release in: Urdu , Marathi , =l , Punjabi , Telugu
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/NTA expands digital
reach on social media

Students to receive instant exam
updates on Instagram and Facebook

OUR CORRESPONDENT

country. This move

candidates preparing for

_ _ various national-level
Y he National “entrance examinations.
Testing Agency . The agency highlighted
(NTA) has that its social media
B strengthened presence will simplify

its digital presence by access to crucial
officially launching its information such as admit
accounts on Ir ; - cards, exam schedules,
and Facebook, aiming to results, and other :
make exam-related updates  important announcements.
more accessible and timely  With platforms like
for students across the Instagram and

Facebook being

is expected to widely used
streamline among
communication students, this
and ensure step is likely
‘that important WY to improve
information SNOW both the
reaches aspirants ' speed and
~without delay. ~ convenience of
In a recent . communication,
announcement shared To make it easier
on its official X (formerly for candidates to find and
Twitter) handle, the follow its official pages,
agency stated that it is the NTA has also shared
now “closer than ever” QR codes that directly link
to aspirants. Through to its verified accounts.
these newly launched The official Instagram
platforms, students will handle is @nta_india,
be able to receive instant while the Facebook page
notifications, exam alerts, is available at @nta.exams.
and key updates inamore  Students are encouraged
user-friendly format. to follow these accounts to.
The initiative is part of stay informed and avoid
NTA’s broader effort to missing any important
enhance engagement with  updates.




HTRAT, Tt — A TGS 2026,

a2 oAt e A9 (Sefioad) & At
AR Tt Fan F fm e T s
FEHT T FT | 39 qea Sufrr
T°2026-27 | Few 9 F fo PR SR
o= =1 fg-w{ womet €nft) it iR s & R -
T YUelt (A iR I1d) 92 SneEia e 10 H uEet
=g Titen 2028 H ST BRI

ﬂ@m%waﬁsmﬁrﬂﬁmﬁﬁzméﬁﬂﬁ
Tsdra fren i (wdd) F qeq sfraErd da-w
T 6 F foTe <] R STem, SratE wan o % fw it i
o= # sifvard W ud dafedas I aragsEl i 8-
T YUl I it S | e 9 % g Sl w3 2026
27 ¥ T ﬁiﬁaﬁﬁﬁﬂwwﬁgﬁiﬂﬁﬁ
A Tt § v e Wemaers sead Sun
e

Sttt 9 e, T i eI -
T F e F s:i?it:t

S F @ A wwa - aﬁﬂlﬁiﬂﬂ-wmﬁﬁ
2 =g wa@faﬂfﬁﬂmﬁ-

'ﬁqaﬂlmaﬂmwﬁ
ik Kol 35 forg b @ it e

T e At # 39 i weeEl % agar g2
S HeFAl B

e TE i 3+ dofens

- Tfi 3R faeE w1 § w09 woTe W
SRl 4 F81, 9 B1F HHES GTHA

aaiuqéﬁasasa

%‘Elﬂﬁgmﬁﬁmgﬁm% @qu@m‘i %ﬁgaﬂwﬂﬂﬁﬁéaﬂsoﬁaﬁw
s v e, ORGEIRIG i oo Ao v A o
ﬁmnﬁatqﬁﬁaﬁa@: & ﬁdﬂqm AR T T B = TR

. A4

AW T 7

HATAER

" 3ot 3 duast ao &

f$fORI o WerRilsamRd,
fotem e o <t st
T R

UgUHH ST S & WU-91Y HES,
maﬂ?mmzﬁmsﬂmm

mﬁmmmmtmﬁmtmnzm
T e i 2020 F ATET IS T T WA H,

- farvefEerd S SER ( ) & feifta weeE % a8
mdﬁa;ﬁﬁﬁm—%w ﬁam%;mmﬂa%
srafa ) fen HeerT A BN wﬁémﬁ?ﬁ
st T # ) AR */|

= =

71




Tre TRIBUNE , Dole— §/Apxi!

uDeptintroduces
Frenchin govt schools

SuMEDHASHARMA

TRIRUNE NEWS SERVICE

GURUGRAM, APRIL 8
In a move to promote global
exposure in education, the
Haryana Education Depart-
ment has launched an initia-
‘tive fo introduce French lan-
guage leamning in government

tive as part of a broader plan to
integrate international lan-
guages into the public school
system. “This is the start of a
new educational plan aimed at
makingstudents globally com-
petitive,” experts associated
with the programme said.

After completing the train-
‘model mersl in ﬂieu'
respective schools. In the first
phase, they will introduce

————

" s

26teachers undergomg
8

basic French language educa-
tion to students. In the next
phase, they will function as
‘master trainers’, training
other teachers across the state
to expand the programme.
Officials said the move seeks
to bridge the gap between gov-
ernment and private school

. students by providing better

e and opportunities.

will enable swdents to com-
pete at an international level
and walk shoulder-to-shoul-
der with their peers from pri-
vate instih.lﬁms,» they Sl
The initiative emphasises

 ‘activity-based and play-based

learning to mike language
acquisition more engaging. |
Teachers are being trained to
adopt interactive classroom
methods to improve compre-
hension and partiipation.
With this step, the state aims
to equip students with skills
beyond conventional Hindi
and English education, help-
ing them access wider career
Wﬁeﬂmmm
ly globalised world.
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News / Education Today / CBSE orders schools to implement 3 language formula in 7 days despite no textbooks

CBSE orders schools to implement 3 language formula in 7 days despite no
textbooks

CBSE has asked all affiliated schools to begin teaching a third language from Class 6 within the next seven days.

ADVERTISEMENT
What materials are CBSE schools using for R3 languages? -
What framework influenced CBSE's multilingual policy? -
What curriculum changes affect Classes 9-10 in 2026-27? -
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The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has made the third language in Class 6 mandatory from the

2026-27 academic session, asking all affiliated schools to begin implementation within the next seven days.

In a fresh circular, the board said the move is urgent and compulsory, leaving little room for delay. Schools have
been told to start teaching the third language immediately, even if textbooks are not yet available.

ADVERTISEMENT

The board said some schools have already begun the process, while the rest must act quickly.
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“It has been learnt that many schools have already initiated the implementation of R3 All remaining schools are
hereby directed to ensure compliance within 7 days from the date of issuance of this circular,” CBSE said.
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Under the revised language structure, students from Class 6 onwards will now study three languages instead of

two.

These languages will be divided into:

R1

R2

R3

In most cases, this could mean:

One regional or mother tongue

One common language such as Hindi or English

One additional language, which may be Indian or foreign depending on the school

The board has also clarified that the language introduced as R3 in Class 6 will continue to remain the same in

higher classes, including Classes 9 and 10.

That means schools will have to make the choice carefully now, as the same language options will later shape

students’ secondary-level language study as well.

SCHOOLS ASKED TO START EVEN WITHOUT TEXTBOOKS

One of the most significant parts of the circular is CBSE's direction to begin teaching the third language without

waiting for textbooks.

According to the board, official textbooks for R3 languages listed in the Constitution will be made available
shortly. Until then, schools have been asked to use locally available books and learning materials.

“The textbooks for R3 will be made available shortly. However, schools are directed to start teaching R3 from

Class 6 immediately, using locally available books/materials,” the circular stated.
The teaching, CBSE said, must still follow the competencies prescribed in NCFSE-2023.

WHAT SCHOOLS HAVE BEEN ASKED
CBSE has issued a clear set of directions for affiliated schools. They must now:
Schools must:

Introduce the third language (R3) from Class 6 immediately

Choose the R3 language carefully

Inform their respective CBSE Regional Office

Update the chosen language details on the OASIS portal
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The board also said that Regional Officers will maintain records of implementation and will soon contact schools

to collect details of the R3 languages being offered.

CHANGES FOR STUDENTS

1. Students will now study three languages from Class 6

2. The same third language may continue till Class 10

3. Schools may later offer the same language in board classes

4. Students may need to pass all language subjects in the future, depending on the scheme followed

While the change may help students become more comfortable with languages and cultural diversity, it could

also increase the academic load for some.

For schools and parents, the immediate challenge will be around readiness, teacher availability and language
choice, especially as implementation has to begin within a very short timeline.

“All schools are advised to introduce R3 earnestly and without any further delay. Schools must take all necessary
measures to ensure immediate and effective implementation. This may be treated as urgent and mandatory,” the
circular said.

With the 2026-27 session approaching, the board’s latest move marks a major shift in how language learning will
be structured in CBSE schools from the middle classes onward.
- Ends
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P/CBSE orders immediate start |
of third language from Class 6

Sanjay Maurya
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Central Board
of Secondary Education (CBSE)
on Thursday directed schools to
begin teaching a third language
(R3) from Class 6 “immedi-
ately”, using locally available
books, in line with its latest
scheme of studies,
- The directive comes a week
after CBSE, on-April 2, introduced
sweeping changes to its curricu-
lum, making a third language
compulsory from Class 6 starting
with the 2026-27 academic ses-
sion. The current batch of Class 6
students will be the first to study
a compulsory third language
through to Class 10 in 2030-31.
However, the subject will not be
part of the board examination;
instead, it will be assessed
_through an internal, school-

CBSE, ON APRIL 2, ighl’.‘lsisses 9 ar;‘;lir 10 for bt;:al;
MADE A THIRD 00l,"the glreular signed by D
Praggya M. Singh, professor and
LANGUAGE director (Academics)said. |
COMPULSORY Under tln;:J new currgemﬂmn,_
language subjects will be orga-
g%%%g\sﬂgﬂ nised into three levels—Rl, R2
and R3—as part of a structured
2026-27 SESSION three-language model, RI (Lan-
guage 1) will be the student’s
main or strongest language,
based evaluation in 2031, accord-  studied at a higher level, R2
ing to the curriculum document.  (Language 2) is a different lan-
._In a circular dated April 9, guage, studied at aslightly differ-
CBSE asked schools to finalise ent level. The third language (R3)
their choice of third lan- will be compulsory from Class6
guage(s), inform their respec-  starting academic session
tive regional offices, and update  2026-27 and extended progres-
the details on the Online Affili- sively to Class 10 by 2030-31.
ated School Information System The changes operationalise
(OASIS) portal. ideas first mooted as part of the
. It is further informed that National Curriculum Framework
only those R3 languages which  for School Education 2023 and
-are introduced in Class 6 by a _ are aligned with the National
«school will be available asoptions  Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
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little clarity

HECENTRAL BoardofSecond-
ary Education (CBSE) has an-
nounced a new curriculum for
Computational Thinking (CT)
il ‘and Artificial Intelligence (AI)
from classes Il to VIII, to be implemented
during the 2026-27 academic session. It aims
to “develop the capacities of learners to use
computational thinking, such as logical
thinking, problemsolving, pattern recogni-
tion, and soon, and understand the roleand
useof Artificial Intelligence in dailylife”. The
use of an ellipsis — “and so on” — in stating
curricular aims notwithstanding, thisis an
objective tobelauded. Whatisunclearis how
the former listis related tothe lattergoal. Or,
what does the curriculum really achieve?
Schoolchildreninteract with Al toolsand
usesocial media routinely now, and thishas
led to aworryamongparents and educators
about safety and privacy on the one hand,
and what it does to their ability to learn and
think critically and independently on the
other. The Al literacy curriculumcanbeseen
as a welcome opportunity to address these

" concerns. But does it address them?

‘ Understanding
| the
| characteristics
. of human
" intelligence
calls for
considerable
Understanding
the
characteristics
of machine
intelligenceis
difficult

even for
undergraduates

The curriculum advocates CT in classes
HI to V. In classes VI to VIII, “advanced CT”

and “foundational knowledge of AI” arepro-
vided, along with “Al ethics”. The learning
outcomes for Class VI speak of deseribing
“key differences between machine intelli-
genceand human intelligence”, explaining
“the difference between automation and
Al using practical, real-world cases”, differ-
entiating “the three fundamental Al meth-
odologies, namely supervised, unsuper-
vised and reinforcement learning”. What
can we teach 11-year olds to help them
achieve these capabilities? Understanding
the characteristics of human intelligence
callsfor considerable maturity. Understand-
ing the characteristics of machine intelli-
gence is difficult even for undergraduates,
Children experience supervised learning,
but can they introspect on it? How would
they distinguish between supervised and re-
inforcement learning? More importantly,
why should they?

The learning outcomes for Class VII ask
children to distinguish between “key predi-

cative techniques such as regression, clas-

sification and clustering”. These are tech-
niques taught in Data Science at the
undergraduate level. While the terms can

perhaps beexplained to12-yearolds, howare

I
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they to understand these in the context of
Al? The learning outcomes for Class VI in-
cludeapplying “no-code tools totackle real-
world problems and reflect on their utility™.

" The syllabus and learning outcomes do
speakofbiasin Albut simply do notaddress

theconcernofhow tochangetheperception
of vulnerable children with regard to AL the

factthat they tend tosee Alasanall-knowing
human-like companion, who answers ques-
tions “without judging” them.

The discussion of computational think-
ing is on an entirely different plane, and re-
latesto abstraction, decomposition, pattern
recognition and algorithmic thinking. This
is already meant to be integrated into the
Mathematics curriculum for classes I1I to
VIII. Whether they can be integrated across
the curriculum, with Science and Social
Studies, is currently under review across the
world. Until research shows how such inte-
gration can be cartied out effectively, any
educator would hesitate to advocate itina
national curriculum.

Thedisconnect between the discussion
on CT and Al literacy in the curriculum
document is striking. How does the devel-
opment of CT, as advocated in the docu-
ment, connect to AI? It is claimed that CT
is the “underlying foundation for AI” and
that the processes involved in CT are “the
same reasoning processes that power Al
and ML systems”. This is puzzling, since
the symbolic processes of algorithmic
thinking are entirely different from the
neural network-based learning algorithms
that power Al and ML systems, Thereisalso
very little research on Al education at the
primary and middle-school levels to merit
any clear curricular recommendations.

The digital divide in the country is vast,
and ourteachersareill-prepared and under-
educated on Aland digital tools. Oursystem
has had little success in weaning children
away from rote learning and eonnecting
closely related disciplines, such as Mathe-
maticsand Science, let aloneintegrating CT
and AL The proposed curriculum could add
to the information overload, without ad-
dressing the central concern relating to
middle-school children using AL

The writer is professor, Azim Premji University,
Bengaluru, and faculty (retired), Institute of
Mathematical Sciences, Chennai.

CBSE's Al curriculum — lofty L

Viewsare personal __
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- (CBSE asks
schools to start
third language

in7 days

MPOST BUREAU

NEW DELHI: The Central
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) has directed all
affiliated schools to intro-
duce a third language in
Class 6 from the 2026-27

. academic session, calling the
move “urgent and manda-
tory” in a circular issued on
April 9. Schools have been
given a seven-day deadline
to comply.

In its notice, the board
said some institutions had
already begun implementing
the third language, referred
to as R3, and instructed the
rest to act immediately. “All
remaining schools are hereby
directed to ensure compli-
ance within 7 days from the
date of issuance of this circu-
lar;” CBSE stated.

Schools have been asked
to begin teaching the addi-
tional language without
delay; even if official text-
books are not yet available.
“The textbooks for R3 will be
made available shortly. How-
ever, schools are directed to
start teaching R3 from Class
6 immediately, using locally
available books or materials,’
the circular said.

The board also required
schools to formally declare
the third language they
intend to offer and update the
information on the QASIS
portal, Implementation will
be monitored by CBSE’s
regional offices.

CBSE clarified that early
adoption will influence future
subject options. “Only those
R3 languages which are intro-
duced in Class 6 by a school
will be available as options
in Classes 9 and 10 for that
school,” the notice said.

- The directive follows rec-
ommendations from the
National Curriculum Frame-
work for School Education
2023, which promotes mul-
tilingual learning through a
three-language model. Under
this framework, students study
a [egiona] Continued on P4
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CBSE asks

or mother to a second lan-

guage such as En’;%;;ﬁ, or another
Indian language, and a third addi-
tional language.

~ According to CBSE, the initia-
tive aims to foster linguistic skills,
f:ultural awareness, and national
Integration, with strict monitoring
to ensure timely rollout.

———
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Making scholarships integral to India’s academic culture

f India is 10 take its Gross Enrolment Ratio
(GER) in higher education to 50%, the
question is not only how many institutions
the country can build, but who is actually
able to walk through their gates and graduate,
India has been making gradual progress to
expand capacity; the number of higher
educational institutions has grown from 51,534
(2014-15) to over 70,000 last year, as per the
2025-26 Economic Survey. Yet the national GER
stands at 29.5 (2022-23). Such limited
participation highlights that seats alone do not
create students. Education transforms lives when
access, affordability, and academic quality come
together. For many young Indians, especially in
second-and third-tier towns, the binding
constraint is not aspiration; it is the cost and risk
of participation. This is why scholarships cannot
remain a peripheral add-on to the system. They
need to be designed, and tailored as an integral
and embedded pathway inte higher education.

A pressing need

The country is witnessing three intersecting
challenges. There is an access challenge across
regions and social groups; an affordability
challenge that turns higher education into a
long-term investment for families; and a quality
challenge that determines whether and to what
extent enrolment translates into true learming
and occupational pursuit. Enrolment rises when
those who qualify can afford to participate, and
when institutions are confident that diversity and
merit will strengthen, not dilute, academic life.

India knows this well: there is a lot of talent
that is widely dismributed, but with no
opportunity. Increasing enrolments will depend
less on convincing already advantaged families
and more on releasing the pool of ¢apable
students who are currently held back by cost,
distance, and uncertainty about the benefits of

' enrolment. Scholarships sit precisely at this hinge
point. They are not only instruments of financial
support; they can also mould a student’s life,
ensuring academic fulfilment as well as overall
individual enhancement through provisions
beyond material aid, such as leadership
development, exposure to 2 wider world of
interests, and career guidance.

The Department of Higher Education supports
students through scholarships, interest subsidies
on education loans, and credit guarantees. The

| National Scholarship Portal functions as a
|common window for State schemes, and hosts

information on scholarship programmes across

Pramath Raj
Sinha

Founder and
Chairperson, Board of
Trustees, Ashoka
University, Delh-HCR.
Views expressed are
personal and do not
reflect the vieivs of
the University

Scholarships sit
at the )
intersection of
equity, quality,
and growth.
They influence
who and how
many enter
higher
education, and

who persists

ministries, departments and regulatory bodies.
One such programme is the Central Sector
Scheme of Scholarship for College and University
Students that provides up to 82,000 scholarships
each year across undergraduate, postgraduate,
and professional courses. Alongside this,
corporate foundations, trusts, and non-profils
have also created well-known programmes, often
focused on merit-cum-means in fields such as
engineering and management.

While this is meaningful progress, most
scholarships are limited in number, and are still
treated as financial plug-ins, The deeper question

,is whether scholarships can become a pathway
which students actively opt into not only for
financial reasons, but also for academic
community and mentorship.

i Lessons from history
India’s own history should be the first source of

insplration, In the ancient institution of higher
learning, Takshashila, students were known to
have had as many as five options to pay their
education fees: pay up front; work with and learn
from the teachers; defer and pay after
graduation; receive scholarships from home
regions; or rely on support from a charitable
community for disadvantaged students. The
principle was stralghtforward — ability should not
be rurned away for lack of means, and that
institutions should find ways to welcome talent.
The opportunity before India is not only to
improve scholarships, but to reimagine what a
scholarship represents. One can imagine
scholarships that are designed as multi-year

! commitments rather than annual renewals, giving

students the confidence to plan their academic
lives with a certain stability. Institutional densty
and enrolment can be studied in order to design
region-based scholarships that focus on
underserved States and districts. One can also
imagine programme-specific pathways that link
scholarships to areas of nationgl and regional
need. A scholarship attached to a vocational
degree in artificial intelligence, advanced
manufacturing, or healthcare, anchored ina
district with low participation but high demand,
could raise enrolment while strengthening skills
and employability.

Public policy and regulation can gently
encourage this shift. Incentives such as tax
benefits for endowments, or matching funds
through private philanthropy, can attract *
long-term capital into scholarships that are
designed to grow and sustain,
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performance-linked frameworks can recognise
and reward institutions that demonstrate
outcomes across merit, need, and potential. India
already has early examples of what such thinking
can look like. Ashoka University evaluates

| financial aid independently of academic
admission, following a need-sensitive process
where a student’s ability to pay is assessed
separately from the admission decision. About
20% students receive free education owing toa
100% scholarship, and roughly half of the
students receive some form of financial support,
while maintaining strong academic standards.
The Indian School of Business (1SB) has built a
donor-supported scholarship ecosystern across
categories that reflect merit and need, including
support for those from the armed forces and
those who are returning to the development
sector. Every year, the ISB awards between 250
and 280 scholarships across its programmes, and
notahly, 40% of the founding class of the récently
launched PGPYoung Leaders programme is
supported by scholarships. In both cases,
scholarships are not an afterthought. They are
critical to the kind of academic community these
| institutions are trying to build.

| International experience reinforces the point.
Whether it be multidisciplinary scholarship
programmes at U.S. universities or provincial and
city-level scholarships in China aligned to local
development priorities, the most effective
systems treat scholarships as a core part of their
academic cultyres.

From the margins to the centre

India still needs to expand and diversify its higher
educational system. But expansion alone will not
deliver a 50% enrolment ratio that also deepens
learning and social mobility. Meaningful
absorption can only happen when capable
students are supported and inspired to Jook
ahead, regardless of where they come from.

This is not a narrow funding conversation; it is
about building an ecosystem. Scholarships sit at
the intersection of equity, quality, and growth.
They influence who and how many enter higher
education, and who persists. They shape the
social and intellectual life of campuses and the
credibility of institutions. They also contribute to
the nation’s trajectory, throwing light on how its
| talent is discovered, understood, and developed.

If the goal is not only more students, but also
more mobility and national capability, then
scholarships deserve to move from the margins to
the centre of our higher education strategy.
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NCERT unveils new Class 9 Hindi textbook
'‘Ganga’: A fusion of devotion, valour, and modern
values

ANI Last Updated: Apr 10, 2026, 12:54:00 PM IST

Synopsis

NCERT has released its new Class 9 Hindi textbook, 'Ganga', aligning with NEP 2020. The book blends language learning with devotional,
nationalist, and cultural content, featuring works from prominent Indian writers and historical figures. It aims to strengthen linguistic skills
while connecting students to India's social and cultural values.

In a major step toward implementing the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
the NCERT officially released its new Class 9 Hindi textbook on Friday.

Named 'Ganga', the book is designed to reflect the river's symbolic role in Indian
civilisation, mirroring the "continuous flow" and spread of the Hindi language

ot ;_aw— =t across the country. The new book contains Raidas' Pad, 'Ram-Lakshman-
NCEERT

Parshuram-Samvad', 'Bharati Jai Vijayi Kare', 'JThansi Ki Rani', blending language
learning with devotional texts, nationalist stories and poems.

"Like the river Ganga, Hindi is also an identity of our civilisation and culture. Hindi is spoken, understood, and read
across a large part of India," the book mentions in Hindi.

The book tries to strike a balance between devotional and nationalist content, along with a focus on linguistic learning.

Works such as Raidas's Pad emphasise equality and devotion, while Ram-Lakshman-Parshuram Samvad from
Ramcharitmanas reflects cultural values and ideals. Patriotic poems, including Bharati Jai Vijayi Kare by Suryakant
Tripathi 'Nirala' and Jhansi Ki Rby Subhadra Kumari Chauhan, showcase nationalist spirit and valour, whileBhawani
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I'rasad Mishra's Ghar Ki Yaad captures deep emotional and familial bonds.

The textbook also places emphasis on India's freedom struggle and national heroes. It includes a life sketch of Jhalkari
Bai, who fought bravely in the 1857 uprising, and a lesson on Param Vir Chakra awardee Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon, who
sacrificed his life at the age of 26 while defending the nation.

Masterclasses by [El Tur Ecoxomic Tives

Financial Freedom . Passive Income . Al Product Builder . Youn
Masterclass Masterclass Masterclass Entre
Progi
Build Lifelong Wealth Build Multiple Passive s (@ Develop in-demand
“ & Achieve Financial Income Streams - i £ skills by building AI
Freedom. : products
E 5 Day live online session EQ Get Certified by The Economic Times 3 Bean ET Certified AI professional
[F] starts 18th April 2026 [7] 2nd May 2026 [] 13814 June (Weekend) | Live Online EQ Getc
5] Enrol Now  Avail Early Bird Offer! 2] EnrolNow  Avail Early Bird Offer! 5] Enroll Now  Limited Seats Lefts! [ swee

3] Enrol

On Sekhon, the section mentions his childhood, early education, and interest in flying.

"Nirmal Jit Singh Sekhon, the son of Sardar Trilok Singh Sekhon and a housewife, was born on July 17, 1945. His village,
Isewal, is located near Ludhiana in Punjab, close to the Halwara Air Force Station. Perhaps for this reason, he was drawn
to aircraft from childhood. He was especially fond of stories about the famous warrior Hari Singh Nalwa from the early
19th century. Not only this, he was greatly influenced by his father as well, who had served in the Indian Air Force," the
section reads.

In addition, the book carries thoughts of Lala Lajpat Rai on citizens' rights and duties.

"The basis of freedom is also self-discipline. OQur ancestors have written in books that discipline is essential. Freedom
becomes beneficial only when there is discipline behind it. If there is no discipline, then freedom cannot last long.
Therefore, if we want to enjoy freedom, we must follow discipline and self-control. Do not do anything that causes
inconvenience or trouble to others. Only then can we truly understand the value of freedom," the book quotes excerpts of
Lala Lajpat Rai's speech at the session of the Indian National Congress in Surat (December 20, 1920).

The textbook aims not only to strengthen students' linguistic skills but also to connect them with India's social and
cultural values.

The book offers a mix of prose and poetry from prominent writers. The prose section includes Munshi Premchand's Do
Bailon Ki Katha, Padumlal Punnalal Bakshi's Kya Likhoon?, and Shekhar Joshi's Samvadheen, reflecting themes of
human values, creativity, and modern-day emotional disconnect. It also features Aisi Bhi Baatein Hoti Hain, an interviey
with Lata Mangeshkar, along with Mohan Rakesh's travelogue Aakhri Chattan Tak and Jagdish Chandra Mathur's Reedk:
Ki Haddi, which challenge orthodox views on marriage and women's education.

Other inclusions, such as poems by Saint Namdev, works by Maithili Sharan Gupt, and activities promoting the
importance of the mother tongue, further enrich the curriculum.
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NCERT is rolling out new textbooks for Class 9 (2026-27) under the new curriculum (NCF 2023 / NEP 2020)

While NCERT has already rolled out new textbooks for Classes 1to 8, the Class 9 books are being released in phases unde
the new curriculum framework.

T 5 Add Now!

(You can now subscribe to our Economic Times WhatsApp channel)
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AxsHEEV THAKUR
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, APRIL 10
A new Class IX Hindi text-
book, unveiled by the
National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training
(NCERT) today, celebrates
the life and times of three
heroes from Punjab —
Param Vir Chakra awardee
Flying Officer Nirmal Jit
Singh  Sekhon, Punjab
Kesari Lala Lajpat Rai and
playwright Mohan Rakesh.
The book finalised by the

| -+ apex school curriculum draft-

ing body has'a dedicated sec-

tion on the valour of Indian
soldiers and heroes, includ-

- ing Sekhon, the first and only

officer of the Indian Air Force
to be awarded the PVC.

Remembered as an endur-
ing symbol of bravery and
commitment to national
defence, Sekhon was born in
Ludhiana’s Isewal village.

During the 1971 war, he
engaged six Pakimnisrgbm
jets over the Srinagar dirfield
on December 14, 1971, shoot-
ing down two enemy aircraft
before being fatally hit.

The textbook, titled “Gan-
ga”, notes that Sekhon’s vil-

lagemlocabedclosetothe

Halwara Air . Station,

\ which may have sparked his
early fascination avia- -
' tion. It highligh msﬂﬁmn
tion for Hari Sing Na.'iwa
the then (

Chief of the Sikh Kha]sa i
Fauj, the army of the Sikh
Empire, as well as the influ-
enceoﬂusfatherwhosemd

RT bookfetes PbheroesSekhon, Ia'i)a'tRai-

that went by the names
‘Kshitij’ and ‘Kritika'.
Among the notable new
inclusions is a speech deliv-
ered by Lala Lajpat Rai at a
session of the Indian National
Congress in Surat. Rai bad
famously declared at the time,
“The basis of freedom is also
self-discipline. Our ancestors
havewrﬁhenmbooksﬂaatdxs—

'mﬂmessemmﬂnl.”

mywmksbynohedﬁgureshwe
' found a place in the new book.

' CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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g{{cﬁ XThookfetes Pb..

manas and patriotic composi-
uonssuchathm'atlJmVnm
Kare by Suryakant Tripathi
Nq-ala’and.]hanﬂ Raniby

Punnalal Bakshi’s Kya
Likhoon and Shekhar Joshi's
Samvadheen, all reflecting |
themes of human values and
creativity. The book also
includes Sahitya Akademi
Bhawani Prasad Mishra’s
poem ‘Ghar ki Yaad’.
Additional contributions from
poets such as Saint Namdev
and Maithili Sham Gupl are
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Puzzles To Ethical Al: Schools
To Boost Problem-Solving Skills

'CBSE Rolls Out Computational Thinking, Al Framework For Classes III-VIII

Meghna.Dhulia
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In classrooms to-
day, chalkboards and textbo-
oks are no longer the only to-
ols shaping young minds.
Schools are increasingly focu-
sing on equipping students
with skills that enable them to
think critically, solve pro-
blems, innovate and engage
with technology responsibly.

Reflecting this shift, Cen-
tral Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (CBSE) has introduced the
framework for a new curricu-
Ium focus for the 2026-27 acade-
mic year; computational thin-
king (CT) and understanding
artificial intelligence (AI) for
students from classes ITI to VIII.

At its core, the framework
goes beyond simply teaching
technology — it aims to
strengthen students’ abilities
inlogical reasoning, problem-
solving and pattern recogni-
tion, while also helping them
understand the ethical use of
artificial intelligence, Rather
than being taught as a standa-
lone subject, these concepts
willbe integrated acrossdisci-
plines such as mathematics,
science, social science and
languages, linking classroom
learning more closely with re-
al-world applications.

The initiative aligns with
the vision of National Educa-
tion Policy 2020 and National
Curriculum for School Educa-
tion, aiming to build future-re-
ady learners. To bring this vi-
sion to life, CBSE has outlined
astructured planof action. Ac-
cordingtoofficials, akeyobjec-
tive is to helplearnersthink lo-
gically approach problemssys-
tematically, identify patterns
and apply technology to solve
everyday challenges. “The
framework also emphasi-
ses understanding the ethical
use of technology and the
relevance of Al in modern li-
fe,” an official said.

The curriculum recogni-
ses computational thinking as

v/l

" GOALS
Introduce computational

thinking and Al curriculum
for classes llI-Vill

?
i
[ To develop
| (T Logical thinking
| (2 Problem-solving skills
| (3 pattern recognition
{_ (& Ethical use of Al
AR,

\,
\,

'FUTURE READY

e

Al Image

KEY FOCUS AREAS

| thinking and Al readiness

From play to abstraction
(learning progression)

Role of mathematics
inCT and Al

. I (middle stage)

Interdisciplinary connections

| Astructured | Itbreaks larger 7 Builds precise, step-
approachto | problems . by-step solutions that
problem- ! into smaller, . eithera person or a

solving

! WHAT IS COMPUTATIONAL THINI(ING?
Q Foundations of computational |

' logical pieces

| machine can follow
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While Al is an nnportantrequ!rement, CTisa broader
 skill, developing a foundation for learning _

> Alin real-world contexts 5. PLAN OF ACTION
i o
Assessment and peda & ) i 2 rt-Led Talks

¢ pedagogy &L..., 1) District-Level Workshop 2/ Expe

1) Ethics and responsible Al o Build CT and Al basics Online and offline

WHAT IS ARTIFICIAL bt i

INTELLIGENCE? Integrate across Educational

CE 7 These include subjects (maths, videos (PM e-Vidya
A broad collection learning, | | science, SST, languages) Channel 15)
of technologies ?ganggg?ngnsmn. L& datrokiuce:Al {3) Regional Workshops
g7 i TR i | H &

Enables machines problem- [ o s I ves L0 Orpanised by

to carry out solving and Promote project- CBSE Centres of

tasks typically understanding | | based learning Excellence

associated with natural Select best projects for Teachers nominated

human intelligence language 1 national level | byschools
thefoundation forlearning AI. it beyond mathematics into dents will be encouraged to ex-
Research highlights that pro- areassuchasscience,humani- plore practical challenges fa-
cesses such as breaking pro-  ties and other'diseiplines asa  ced by their communities and
blems into smaller parts, iden-  cross-euttingtheme. develop solutions that apply
tifying patterns, filtering es- Teaching will also empha- their learning ' beyond the
sential information and desig-  sise on hands-on, real-world  eclassroom, with teachers pro-
ning step-by-step procedures learning. “Theframeworken-  viding mentorship during the
are the same reasoning met- courages the use of puzzles, process,” theofficialadded.
hods that power ATland machi-  struetured problems, collabo- A series of activities have
ne learning systems. On this  rativeand individualprojects, been recommended by CBSE
basis, the framework positions ~ demonstrations, practice ses- aspartof the initiative. Thejo-
CTasacoreskillacrossallsub- sions, discussions, debates urney beginsat the districtle-

jects and proposes integrating

and reflective exercises. Stu-
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vel, where schools will partiei-

pate in workshops focused on
building foundational know-
ledge of CT and Al Teachers
and students will explore
hands-on, project-based lear-
ning and connecting classro-
om concepts to everyday expe-
riences. Someof thebestideas
and presentations from these
workshops may even be show-
cased at thenational level.

Next, selected schools will
host expertled talks, where
educators and specialists, both
internal and external, will gui-
de participants through key to-
pics in CT and Al These ses-
sions, conducted in online or
offline mode, will be supported
by curated educational con-
tent, including videos from PM
e-Vidya Channel 15.

At a broader level, regional
workshops organised by
CBSE’s Centres of Excellence
will further strengthen tea-
chers' capabilities. Through
these structured training pro-
grammes, educators will gain
the tools and confidence nee-
ded to integrate CT and Al ef-
fectively intotheir classrooms.

Thestudents’ and teachers’
handbooks are now available
on CBSE's academic websi:
te. According to officials, these
resource books are not textho-
oks but companion materials
designed to support mathema-
tics lessons, with CT concepts
interwoven alongside existing
topics. Following the same
chapter sequence as mathema-
tics, they can be integrated in-
to regular classroom teaching.
The books include thinking-
based questions and activities
that promote analysis, reaso-
ning and problem-solving, en-
couraging teachers to guide
discussionsandallow students
time to explore and develop so-
lutions independently.

The initiative is suppor-
ted by clearly defined focus
areas, ranging from founda-
tional concepts and interdi-
sciplinary learning to real-
world applications and ethi-
cal considerations of Al
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One-on-one digital tests rolled out for Class 3;
officials call it ‘mid-term analysis’ of NIPUN
Bharat

NCERT’s PARAKH conducts real-time tablet assessments for Class 3 under FLS
2026 to track literacy and numeracy progress nationwide

Published on: Apr 11,2026 07:37 pm IST

By Sanjay Maurya, New Delhi
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The national assessment centre under the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), PARAKH, is conducting one-on-one, tablet-
based assessments of Class 3 students under the Foundational Learning Study
(FLS) 2026, covering key skills such as comprehension, oral reading fluency and
basic mathematics, with data collection expected to conclude by May-June 202¢
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PARAKH rolls out tablet-based one-on-one assessments for Class 3 students under FLS 2026, covering
over 1 lakh students across 776 districts (Representative photo)
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Officials said that around 10,000 trained field investigators from District
Institute of Education and Training (DIETs) are conducting FLS 2026 in a phased
manner in 20 languages “using tablets in a one-on-one mode.” More than
1,00,000 Class 3 students across 10,000 government, government-aided and
private schools in 776 districts in 36 states and Union territories will be assessed
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Numeracy (NIPUN Bharat), launched in July 2021 by Union education ministry to
achieve universal foundational literacy and numeracy (FLN) for children up to
Grade 3 by 2026-27.

The assessments cover students’ abilities in comprehension, oral reading fluency,
decoding letters, and conceptual understanding of mathematics, among others.
Data collection is set to wrap up by May-June 2026, with analysis to follow over
the next three months, officials said.

In FLS 2022, which covered 86,000 students in 10,000 schools, field investigators
recorded children’s performance using Optical Mark Recognition (OMR) sheets.

“This time, we decided to ease that process by introducing tablets. The idea was
to make data recording simpler and more efficient for field investigators. We
conducted very rigorous training of investigators in March before starting FLS on
March 23, CEO and head of PARAKH Indrani Bhaduri told HT.

Established in 2023 as an independent unit under NCERT as part of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020 implementation, PARAKH—Performance
Assessment, Review and Analysis of Knowledge for Holistic Development—sets
norms, standards and guidelines for student assessment across recognised
school boards.

During training for FLS 2026. investigators nractised administering assessments

95


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2NUAzojcac7aC7j7juMP4OWV6A-ul8alhgGlmOWdxRWAjqGV5RoQASC-z4caYOXC5IOkDqABydW3nyrIAQKpAlgUI6xnKEc-4AIAqAMByANIqgTtA0_QfKFQQb9y6R8zUJUC1t3AuaBkPg7AsGriHPdgMNnb9rnWIm7LVSm8mc7nNFaMKwxCh36LAS5U73P8xhSDGJm_8IkZ4Ls-_MWw2I1GviZTAREkeCgwKEna0tzjrpshiwZ0dZQmQzJiXyWIEO8OTfEo-2Z1YNjkxJjHznaK7PpIEkyKtT9KUOD6c-NxO_KgCp8Jj-NRIkv93Y8WiWRJxHYZs_zxUjqyUCylxwZvgQ-F4fbBVRgp1nPOLDOPslW2CUabHoV7Mnc-pG20p5KTw7Mql1K2T6HTv0IFP-LZ93ZrFWf2kh4_k2IQTB6KEdu4ciGnRxJx_-D1lG-OKDcxQdN5kRldiRBSkeyPqJfTGxlQEn5V4AzHD5nPJZlyx20E_8qMVEFM_CKiwPNkKdUK9lBfyfo_LicvIlRVd3P6CsRTr_p2qgzGuerql2qULK7RkQSGm-U7uNpA2DcdbQ40MdpGdeQClPRXoRRNS1kErh2pZWip_3mo1AZJgO2Ie8z6ANm_dlcJLNzjWrHJ_18sRoOXh3l8lHNAXp6G2sznNsSaScxE88e1k3Yr9xKaA236H7JQTbYBm2gGsQNTZ5ZW7nBqK_-Aoe6OSwstMxkqbu12ErTIZ19z5FFGvS_BrL1X5R7XOBnYP7yar1tkB4jABMSX-pHXBeAEAYgF8onYrViQBgGgBgKAB8mNiP8EiAcBkAcCqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAea4bECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggyCAAQAhgdMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoKiAAqgBSL39wTpY7eLqs5XqkwOxCfTkxoE41A0DgAoDmAsByAsBogwDkAEBqg0CSU7IDQHiDRMIj6Trs5XqkwMVuL1jBh3gcgX96g0TCISl7rOV6pMDFbi9YwYd4HIF_fANAogODNgTA9AVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcQGAEqCjM4NTI2MDc0MzhQBroXAjgBqhgXCQAAAAAg3gNBEgozODUyNjA3NDM4GAGyGAUYAiIBANAYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwhe3OBhABEiwA6392zLlHJtccUgY4x44KWPMT0BW2ycUD2n5eYbqfFx5hJfGAOf7oQZoOLxoCAhYQAvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS6QEABaugfRYMwCVS8MLt4RZ-QarOeYphsKFD3Shsv2q-KCBcIZaxIds2TqIRBM_vf9KVU11w0vt2muPVnPQsC1AQZDQUF7RXaocs4WHvLvd_arbLGcKsiC-NrAoaCSGGpqtvg4pco6MQotUJg5cqiGnNc46BADjqSsNFQM_YEad8PYaUR4m_cahw-WZQTHW1B2ixEPT2gz7_M1DIzMA2vu7ebdrtNIKnNyp7pfHlruQcIaEGsYijmYrj96pnMN25vnT97PySdiLHz9Lo-pqAaANvcNmuY1waYKhwbnyH7o5AAH3oDaoyAXGNWhgB&sig=AOD64_1dt9_y5duwenAnDEgA_yWjV6JTQA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://x.com/CensusIndia2027/status/2040055431020896310%3Fs%3D20%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23718135026%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwhe3OBhABEiwA6392zLlHJtccUgY4x44KWPMT0BW2ycUD2n5eYbqfFx5hJfGAOf7oQZoOLxoCAhYQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C2NUAzojcac7aC7j7juMP4OWV6A-ul8alhgGlmOWdxRWAjqGV5RoQASC-z4caYOXC5IOkDqABydW3nyrIAQKpAlgUI6xnKEc-4AIAqAMByANIqgTtA0_QfKFQQb9y6R8zUJUC1t3AuaBkPg7AsGriHPdgMNnb9rnWIm7LVSm8mc7nNFaMKwxCh36LAS5U73P8xhSDGJm_8IkZ4Ls-_MWw2I1GviZTAREkeCgwKEna0tzjrpshiwZ0dZQmQzJiXyWIEO8OTfEo-2Z1YNjkxJjHznaK7PpIEkyKtT9KUOD6c-NxO_KgCp8Jj-NRIkv93Y8WiWRJxHYZs_zxUjqyUCylxwZvgQ-F4fbBVRgp1nPOLDOPslW2CUabHoV7Mnc-pG20p5KTw7Mql1K2T6HTv0IFP-LZ93ZrFWf2kh4_k2IQTB6KEdu4ciGnRxJx_-D1lG-OKDcxQdN5kRldiRBSkeyPqJfTGxlQEn5V4AzHD5nPJZlyx20E_8qMVEFM_CKiwPNkKdUK9lBfyfo_LicvIlRVd3P6CsRTr_p2qgzGuerql2qULK7RkQSGm-U7uNpA2DcdbQ40MdpGdeQClPRXoRRNS1kErh2pZWip_3mo1AZJgO2Ie8z6ANm_dlcJLNzjWrHJ_18sRoOXh3l8lHNAXp6G2sznNsSaScxE88e1k3Yr9xKaA236H7JQTbYBm2gGsQNTZ5ZW7nBqK_-Aoe6OSwstMxkqbu12ErTIZ19z5FFGvS_BrL1X5R7XOBnYP7yar1tkB4jABMSX-pHXBeAEAYgF8onYrViQBgGgBgKAB8mNiP8EiAcBkAcCqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAea4bECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcB0ggyCAAQAhgdMgiAgICAgICACDoSn9CAgICABJDAgICAoKiAAqgBSL39wTpY7eLqs5XqkwOxCfTkxoE41A0DgAoDmAsByAsBogwDkAEBqg0CSU7IDQHiDRMIj6Trs5XqkwMVuL1jBh3gcgX96g0TCISl7rOV6pMDFbi9YwYd4HIF_fANAogODNgTA9AVAZgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcQGAEqCjM4NTI2MDc0MzhQBroXAjgBqhgXCQAAAAAg3gNBEgozODUyNjA3NDM4GAGyGAUYAiIBANAYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwhe3OBhABEiwA6392zLlHJtccUgY4x44KWPMT0BW2ycUD2n5eYbqfFx5hJfGAOf7oQZoOLxoCAhYQAvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS6QEABaugfRYMwCVS8MLt4RZ-QarOeYphsKFD3Shsv2q-KCBcIZaxIds2TqIRBM_vf9KVU11w0vt2muPVnPQsC1AQZDQUF7RXaocs4WHvLvd_arbLGcKsiC-NrAoaCSGGpqtvg4pco6MQotUJg5cqiGnNc46BADjqSsNFQM_YEad8PYaUR4m_cahw-WZQTHW1B2ixEPT2gz7_M1DIzMA2vu7ebdrtNIKnNyp7pfHlruQcIaEGsYijmYrj96pnMN25vnT97PySdiLHz9Lo-pqAaANvcNmuY1waYKhwbnyH7o5AAH3oDaoyAXGNWhgB&sig=AOD64_1dt9_y5duwenAnDEgA_yWjV6JTQA&client=ca-pub-6453680425766689&rf=5&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)&nb=2&adurl=https://x.com/CensusIndia2027/status/2040055431020896310%3Fs%3D20%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23718135026%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwhe3OBhABEiwA6392zLlHJtccUgY4x44KWPMT0BW2ycUD2n5eYbqfFx5hJfGAOf7oQZoOLxoCAhYQAvD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AXhJPLKgJZg3cLv2C2QsKe5nra0ZYdt3i09omPDapPhPMZ9OXy7hoT56SawaD0S6f72wcWCtovhS88rkFdKQQIsY1uswd8Wah8vrae1lPjMiqWkCQrUQswnsMGWgVGRpCaVbp4WpCwAkcuiHaTMkFOw4FKs5snQlNn4W9iCd4Znm_MRcvitd8Vknz_gv0uj53fKiAOk2if8-zXep2noWGoipzTxEMGgrW3ins4O7bLTQM4H2RltcRbbNx24_aMBf1O5-oyXuU6nV3gogNdCVXptcSfmJJTlsXH1gC0hZJPDXzPNwm1wYGq1z1p_YXE0sw_cIqIviQGkAPAgNSIT4UiW7zYyoQCDcXa0jOTGW4ykSGZCS326FWxNTMZ3sA89c7Z4IJc4YL0B5k6ApupMw-yW6Bs0V1FFcJglzCE41FhYkgia5toNerADWBbvsGUeBicXGmfH45XZXSsEbeedVxIbxP0KnMCBiNqq_9lCQVhqpfmJeeEfZmObl9OGERFfdtHoWLtnBXC5j5tInwKLNu-kbOtkjhvvECEvmB9LLjltNMPBnZ4c5PzW9wtGP4WRfPlOcyUk0gNaoHTBlY3rFZINjvYcMNaZDd2t-Em9_jGTqvk9HELMH9S-yuKlEDuQWVD9-eaiGm4E0f_Umj8IcXrbwU1282QRLVB7a0rF0l_qL3p4_4MAvtEzDJ-jK3tRzzMKujszkKNwc8tjWNhxUpDBxl580uLG7G7UcNNLjDYzbGigO2LXYAGgPzWBpY-NiH1XqZOfz0G58Jjv6tpiCNcwM_9_1KbsdtzdujuLUMU00KkkBx0M_tYyHxsvqX2xCsU-Sp9-GV0bZYlxolvMmx1m2rbm6JLmZqMrU7bwRoEsoarXBaakuZ5izKKAT_J2jjL2iAZMvL1DPTLOBKIfsbvUvZKPxtb4z-ZkyyDvBmHW_yrE-qtvZhAZ77lxFqx-4B3isrPkQtZ8UFkWi5gU9htqAu5zE8SOadeTCsOFYnirMZiJYWqUNz6rspjcfN3vxXLoxbr1lBRwhP5O2P8cMQ6FfzRDS-js0g5iNxy_GSSbVsa03TrfySuZJ9XKGuPX0mjZVZ5trG7Iv-oBSHizCL4yzrGUPTwkkCUrMcAF3LjmlMbc5Kq8C3LplYofUsnZR3gRFuLnRlBxGQkOZyvCfJLV9icLdj734qXxp9I_ebfEmIZGwKVdeb7EaoobKuO_vT9STr1ps69vkuJrwiDFdxuCiMgGWzI5JcYStd-l8GqZsC9wYREZYZhD-rTx5VP-rmNdrbfTbDAimUA_T5g7VHC8Tr5NdtCqF1i1oC0g6SUL2GFRIKgJNSBwbUJyj-6QsEflzji6P_oir0s42jsp_FtxSH6FbbQ6L_cNe6MvIYLeWRVLBhr0cMEg-PDlYHBd3YxwHm1yaYcvkwHCUynTlDCGUTW0W8x6WHWdSRCxvsQvEtkpPwsFXQw3M6WBvbQS_nLOCC1Gasj8-zTL77BWItzqacsGCadAbOk4bSn6iDlFBN4Cg3p7n9OCEbV6xKDXFH5x3R-621dCuT1t-f7bFWtZgWGTg7DdE7mriEej7DeAUdlnEmZ7RgPes46WDRJquUN0x8pMutuJ8Vl26GIJGOtjxifY-R4h6MuJgo94k6prEIY0OE2qinCaJK9TXEDVUYlilXBBsASLLO_GAnS6GSOrh4guG4AfbPJvEKOjAr2usrqO_Lo0b_cz4hn5Rtc4pH8igwopTre30RtI4B5sMnvhF_CVtV38PlcWAP3XK4E1JowNHKGuyXOAg2w4bwXiweUYuEJkoLveanbS0z-iG9e57GQiDkpXWBOnETydBNPDUOrsKdYbxF0E_60UmSaxtuVkS0szUU2lV4ntpgS1oZOo6My1mHnTtG12aLolucKSzpw2KQMUWDw9o16VRKVOdB21bVSxixfKgHbncRA2d6DXrgnP1AzT4rCh11OOqcRofinMPVte_tdv6uvqYo3LyLBz0HosYID9ldE_mWGkpPNRaownVFYuQiOkwt1Bfg3ywzBtPWL8MaHHJX2epCu2UPASDZfP-7P1NVCDN6KLbaIeOcejGcxiJGtNGVbbIZoYpzUHWTbnwbu_z3Q-iNXqLc8cBOW-Zk8eH1U5BstMasWfXBm5QKc_kUDyBJAjZwLfk9NpfaQzj_aesUDvYfQh1HxHyscsicHl9lMMSwsx6mYABKT2O-woNEBbs9moxdk6i36wYX1zn4vcTsoWW26rdP4D1t6TN8aIyFC-0ON1GZL1Ub_Cw4cckjK5H1TaAzdFkx49JQHtQs3MPrDFFhuX9bnWiweVD0EoH8ROq-u-AmJb_TZHYw_JNJta_dYCO4Pj8Gi7I7D4z0pgA3yFSy5jXK_4XyfwIswh1haLnUHdcBgKUiuotlGeyqT6nDkG9bx0WNnJ7EGGOgZIcKI6J6VT6gHDj9ZGdodktYwSCBEezgWnJOaPQ3YNFAEhtVP-20pRSENr1-510e4ZZq2XMgComaB2-BWlF9bjkYhf2wrEDZTUVRS3iqOZDXOXefxzKZsiFoLOUNtiG3MIUjAIZQySh4nFidzhgIyEnQq_3_m4seXC11R-5M1vKKdcVGucwMlmOAPGkJ2pLnvCtRHSY6KSdnXEwiQnOSN00_cN_i_YQ4tjoxx5TgbyWGahXl8k7V9INCHlRscE45R7ycVFAtNVzIxPYBdd5zl1xFdoCC_ebqQY1Z0eSKXUUM45YzYN8ObzT4COLjd8x0lGCwncAAHVCIyKLWq4z_Ibww9qv7Kh3eMr5Ua0m4YKfekJzdPCFHFkYB-G1qU4GRiPVRoT39ew2lIn-vdp6MJoM66KrZpdH79-lRRSN7JddzdpU9MmAj_vtILuw75BQjBta_Y_1CIZzRGLwu8KDeSU3GxCbaPDQTa6gi6qGYx6P1jjjszgMQHIoOlIZOS_no7ltWTSmVp1iXU2ScLDcrq09W-SiQE0yQ0IMnBlvXpBqcvd1ttpAUrOt0lxK7aItycuah_qjMDx-7ojwfmhm7RvWYAsObjEXUk-Fox5RQ2Zlp0txWK8KMSOWtfwJsAwy_Hl72RLRQU3v4Q&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AXhJPLKgJZg3cLv2C2QsKe5nra0ZYdt3i09omPDapPhPMZ9OXy7hoT56SawaD0S6f72wcWCtovhS88rkFdKQQIsY1uswd8Wah8vrae1lPjMiqWkCQrUQswnsMGWgVGRpCaVbp4WpCwAkcuiHaTMkFOw4FKs5snQlNn4W9iCd4Znm_MRcvitd8Vknz_gv0uj53fKiAOk2if8-zXep2noWGoipzTxEMGgrW3ins4O7bLTQM4H2RltcRbbNx24_aMBf1O5-oyXuU6nV3gogNdCVXptcSfmJJTlsXH1gC0hZJPDXzPNwm1wYGq1z1p_YXE0sw_cIqIviQGkAPAgNSIT4UiW7zYyoQCDcXa0jOTGW4ykSGZCS326FWxNTMZ3sA89c7Z4IJc4YL0B5k6ApupMw-yW6Bs0V1FFcJglzCE41FhYkgia5toNerADWBbvsGUeBicXGmfH45XZXSsEbeedVxIbxP0KnMCBiNqq_9lCQVhqpfmJeeEfZmObl9OGERFfdtHoWLtnBXC5j5tInwKLNu-kbOtkjhvvECEvmB9LLjltNMPBnZ4c5PzW9wtGP4WRfPlOcyUk0gNaoHTBlY3rFZINjvYcMNaZDd2t-Em9_jGTqvk9HELMH9S-yuKlEDuQWVD9-eaiGm4E0f_Umj8IcXrbwU1282QRLVB7a0rF0l_qL3p4_4MAvtEzDJ-jK3tRzzMKujszkKNwc8tjWNhxUpDBxl580uLG7G7UcNNLjDYzbGigO2LXYAGgPzWBpY-NiH1XqZOfz0G58Jjv6tpiCNcwM_9_1KbsdtzdujuLUMU00KkkBx0M_tYyHxsvqX2xCsU-Sp9-GV0bZYlxolvMmx1m2rbm6JLmZqMrU7bwRoEsoarXBaakuZ5izKKAT_J2jjL2iAZMvL1DPTLOBKIfsbvUvZKPxtb4z-ZkyyDvBmHW_yrE-qtvZhAZ77lxFqx-4B3isrPkQtZ8UFkWi5gU9htqAu5zE8SOadeTCsOFYnirMZiJYWqUNz6rspjcfN3vxXLoxbr1lBRwhP5O2P8cMQ6FfzRDS-js0g5iNxy_GSSbVsa03TrfySuZJ9XKGuPX0mjZVZ5trG7Iv-oBSHizCL4yzrGUPTwkkCUrMcAF3LjmlMbc5Kq8C3LplYofUsnZR3gRFuLnRlBxGQkOZyvCfJLV9icLdj734qXxp9I_ebfEmIZGwKVdeb7EaoobKuO_vT9STr1ps69vkuJrwiDFdxuCiMgGWzI5JcYStd-l8GqZsC9wYREZYZhD-rTx5VP-rmNdrbfTbDAimUA_T5g7VHC8Tr5NdtCqF1i1oC0g6SUL2GFRIKgJNSBwbUJyj-6QsEflzji6P_oir0s42jsp_FtxSH6FbbQ6L_cNe6MvIYLeWRVLBhr0cMEg-PDlYHBd3YxwHm1yaYcvkwHCUynTlDCGUTW0W8x6WHWdSRCxvsQvEtkpPwsFXQw3M6WBvbQS_nLOCC1Gasj8-zTL77BWItzqacsGCadAbOk4bSn6iDlFBN4Cg3p7n9OCEbV6xKDXFH5x3R-621dCuT1t-f7bFWtZgWGTg7DdE7mriEej7DeAUdlnEmZ7RgPes46WDRJquUN0x8pMutuJ8Vl26GIJGOtjxifY-R4h6MuJgo94k6prEIY0OE2qinCaJK9TXEDVUYlilXBBsASLLO_GAnS6GSOrh4guG4AfbPJvEKOjAr2usrqO_Lo0b_cz4hn5Rtc4pH8igwopTre30RtI4B5sMnvhF_CVtV38PlcWAP3XK4E1JowNHKGuyXOAg2w4bwXiweUYuEJkoLveanbS0z-iG9e57GQiDkpXWBOnETydBNPDUOrsKdYbxF0E_60UmSaxtuVkS0szUU2lV4ntpgS1oZOo6My1mHnTtG12aLolucKSzpw2KQMUWDw9o16VRKVOdB21bVSxixfKgHbncRA2d6DXrgnP1AzT4rCh11OOqcRofinMPVte_tdv6uvqYo3LyLBz0HosYID9ldE_mWGkpPNRaownVFYuQiOkwt1Bfg3ywzBtPWL8MaHHJX2epCu2UPASDZfP-7P1NVCDN6KLbaIeOcejGcxiJGtNGVbbIZoYpzUHWTbnwbu_z3Q-iNXqLc8cBOW-Zk8eH1U5BstMasWfXBm5QKc_kUDyBJAjZwLfk9NpfaQzj_aesUDvYfQh1HxHyscsicHl9lMMSwsx6mYABKT2O-woNEBbs9moxdk6i36wYX1zn4vcTsoWW26rdP4D1t6TN8aIyFC-0ON1GZL1Ub_Cw4cckjK5H1TaAzdFkx49JQHtQs3MPrDFFhuX9bnWiweVD0EoH8ROq-u-AmJb_TZHYw_JNJta_dYCO4Pj8Gi7I7D4z0pgA3yFSy5jXK_4XyfwIswh1haLnUHdcBgKUiuotlGeyqT6nDkG9bx0WNnJ7EGGOgZIcKI6J6VT6gHDj9ZGdodktYwSCBEezgWnJOaPQ3YNFAEhtVP-20pRSENr1-510e4ZZq2XMgComaB2-BWlF9bjkYhf2wrEDZTUVRS3iqOZDXOXefxzKZsiFoLOUNtiG3MIUjAIZQySh4nFidzhgIyEnQq_3_m4seXC11R-5M1vKKdcVGucwMlmOAPGkJ2pLnvCtRHSY6KSdnXEwiQnOSN00_cN_i_YQ4tjoxx5TgbyWGahXl8k7V9INCHlRscE45R7ycVFAtNVzIxPYBdd5zl1xFdoCC_ebqQY1Z0eSKXUUM45YzYN8ObzT4COLjd8x0lGCwncAAHVCIyKLWq4z_Ibww9qv7Kh3eMr5Ua0m4YKfekJzdPCFHFkYB-G1qU4GRiPVRoT39ew2lIn-vdp6MJoM66KrZpdH79-lRRSN7JddzdpU9MmAj_vtILuw75BQjBta_Y_1CIZzRGLwu8KDeSU3GxCbaPDQTa6gi6qGYx6P1jjjszgMQHIoOlIZOS_no7ltWTSmVp1iXU2ScLDcrq09W-SiQE0yQ0IMnBlvXpBqcvd1ttpAUrOt0lxK7aItycuah_qjMDx-7ojwfmhm7RvWYAsObjEXUk-Fox5RQ2Zlp0txWK8KMSOWtfwJsAwy_Hl72RLRQU3v4Q&opi=122715837

Only those with at least 85% concurrence were deployed; others underwent
retraining,” she added.

Advertisement

The exercise has been completed in 15 states and Union Territories, including
Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Jammu and
Kashmir, and will continue in phases elsewhere.

FLS differs from the National Achievement Survey (NAS)—now called PARAKH
Rashtriya Sarvekshan—which is a large-scale, system-level assessment to
evaluate overall learning outcomes across grades. While NAS is MCQ-based with
no direct interaction, FLS is a one-on-one, performance-based assessment.

“In FLS, we assess whether a child can decode letters, words and sentences, and
measure oral reading fluency with comprehension. In mathematics, we focus on
basic numeracy and conceptual understanding—such as recognising that
multiplication is repeated addition and division is repeated subtraction,” Bhaduri
said.

She added that while FLS 2022 served as a baseline, FLS 2026 is a mid-term
assessment to evaluate progress under NIPUN Bharat. “The findings will help
states understand whether their interventions are working or need course
correction. The third cycle will be an endline assessment after about two years,”
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NCERT rolls out new Class 9 science book

The 13-chapter textbook, titled Exploration, replaces the earlier book first published in
2006, which originally had 15 chapters and was later reduced to 12 after rationalisation in
2022

Published on: Apr 11, 2026 8:39 AM IST
By Sanjay Maurya °€

Sanjay Maurya
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The opening chapter introduces students to scientific methods, concepts and language used in
secondary-level science. (File representative photo)
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New Delhi: The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) on Friday released a new Class 9 science textbook, to be introduced
from the 2026—27 academic session, integrating contemporary science with
India’s traditional knowledge systems and highlighting contributions of Indian
scientists and institutions such as the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre
(BARC), Mumbai, and the Indian Institute of Tropical Meteorology (IITM), Pune.
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Aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and the National
Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE) 2023, the new book
focuses on inquiry, experimentation, data analysis and real-life application,
marking a shift away from rote learning, said an NCERT official familiar with the
development.

More Stories >

Triptii Dimri becomes
first Indian brand
ambassador for...

‘Corporate route
never appealed to me’:

IFF 2017 tanner wh
The opening chapter introduces students to scientific methods, concepts and
language used in secondary-level science.

Core topics such as cells, tissues, motion, mixtures, force, work and energy,
atoms and sound have been retained with revised framing. However,
standalone chapters on gravitation and improvement in food resources have
been removed.
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L1dSS TU next year in line witn tne conunuity Ot1 science 1exioookKs alignea witn
NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023. Students currently in Class 9 will study these
concepts in Class 10,” said the official.

The textbook adds a chapter on “Reproduction: How Life Continues”,
previously taught in Class 10, covering plant and human reproduction,
menstruation, hygiene and prevention of unwanted pregnancies.

It also brings back chapters on diversity and classification of plants and
animals, and Earth as a system, which were dropped during earlier
rationalisation.

Students are introduced to Indian scientists such as C. V. Raman, Meghnad
Saha and Homi Jehangir Bhabha. The book also includes references to
traditional knowledge. For instance, it references the concept of speed in the
Aryabhatiya (5th century CE), the traditional deg-bhapka distillation method
used in Kannauj’s perfume industry, and Acharya Kanada’s concept of
paramanu from the Vaisesika Sutras, alongside real-life examples and activities
to promote experiential learning.

“Exploration aligns with NEP 2020 and NCF-SE 2023 by promoting experiential
and inquiry-based learning... It fosters%(yolistic understanding of science and
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School Education 2 Min Read

CBSE mandates computational thinking and
Al integration for Class 3 to 8

The notification, issued by CBSE's training unit, introduced a structured
curriculum on CT and Al aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School Education 2023.
The curriculum aims to develop logical thinking, systematic problem-
solving, pattern recognition and an understanding of the ethical use of Al

among students.
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Each workshop is equivalent to six hours of school-based continuing professional development.

Nagpur: The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has set
computational thinking (CT) and artificial intelligence (Al) as the focus
for training in the 2026-27 academic year, instructing all affiliated
schools to integrate these topics into the curriculum for Classes 3 to 8

starting this session.
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The notification, issued by CBSE's training unit, introduced a structured

curriculum on CT and Al aligned with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and the National Curriculum Framework for School

Education 2023. The curriculum aims to develop logical thinking,

systematic problem-solving, pattern recognition and an understanding

of the ethical use of Al among students.
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Schools are to conduct three types of activities during the session. The

first is district-level deliberations (DLDs), which are offline one-day

workshops where groups of schools or Sahodaya School Complexes

collaborate to share and discuss innovative classroom practices on CT

and Al for Classes 3 to 8.

Each workshop is equivalent to six hours of school-based continuing

professional development. The second activity consists of expert-led

talks, either online or offline, lasting half a day and counting as three

CPD hours. The third involves regional workshops organized by CBSE's

Centres of Excellence, with a registration fee of Rs700 per teacher.
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Uncertainty over Class 6 textbooks as Maharashtr >
prepares NEP rollout

Maharashtra Class 6 textbooks remain uncertain as NEP 2020 rollout
approaches, with pending curriculum approval delaying book
preparation and raising concerns among teachers.

By: Express News Service
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Maharashtra Class 6 textbooks face uncertainty ahead of the 2026-27 academic session as the NEP 2020-aligned
curriculum awaits final approval, delaying book preparation timelines. (File Photo)

[ Make us preferred source on Google] @

With the 2026-27 academic year approaching, uncertainty surrounds the
availability of revised Class 6 textbooks for the Maharashtra state board, as
the new syllabus aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is yet
to receive final approval.

ow= The Maharashtra government has initiated the rollout g S
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THECONTEXT YOUNEED. new curriculum under NEP 2020, with the updated State
Express Edge

On The App Curriculum Framework (SCF) for School Education still

under discussion. As per the implementation plan, Classes
2, 3,4 and 6 are scheduled for curriculum revision from
the upcoming academic year.

While work on Classes 2, 3 and 4 is progressing as planned—with textbook
development in its final stages and printing expected soon—the Class 6
curriculum remains under finalisation. The delay has pushed back textbook
preparation and printing timelines, raising concerns among educators as
schools prepare to reopen.
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from the year 2024 when the initial SCF was prepared. The SCERT should
have worked accordingly on finalising the new curriculum,” said a senior

teacher.

Next
Story

Some educators have suggested postponing the rollout. “There is no point in
this haste in finalising curriculum and preparing textbooks, because this
delay is indication that textbooks will not be ready by June when school will
resume after summer-break. Instead of making students wait for new
textbooks, the revised curriculum can be brought in from next academic
year,” another teacher said, adding that teachers would also require training

before introducing the new syllabus.
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Despite concerns, officials from the State Council of Educational Research

and Training (SCERT) remain confident that revised Class 6 textbooks will be

ready in time. A senior official said the process is in its final stages and
unlikely to face significant delays.

“For Class 2 the revised curriculum was already prepared with SCF for
Foundational Stage (Foundational Stage) that includes three years of pre-

primary and Classes 1 and 2 of Primary section. Revised curriculum for Class

1 was already implemented last year on the basis of SCF FS. While SCF for
School Education is under preparation, syllabus of Classes 3 and 4 was
finalised on priority whereas revised curriculum for Class 6 is being
finalised at this moment,” the official said.

STORY CONTINUES BELOW THIS AD

The revised Class 6 curriculum is expected to introduce key reforms,
including vocational education and a curriculum aligned with CBSE
standards for subjects such as mathematics and science.
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contemporary voices, claim teachers

While the book blends devotional texts, nationalist writings, and modern prose, there is a stark gender imbalance

Vishal.Katoch
@timesofindia.com

he National Council of
Educational Research
and Training (NCERT)
unveiled itsnew class IX Hindi
textbook, Ganga, designed as
per NEP 2020 guidelines. Whi-
lethe textbook has many firsts
including a travelogue by Mo-
han Rakesh titled Aakhird
Chattaan Takand an old inter-
view of Lata Mangeshkar tit-
led Aisi Bhi Baatein Hoti Hain

I " T

included as one of the chap-
ters, Hindi teachers point at
the exclusion of powerful wo-
men voices, translation of in-
ternational literature and no
representation of writers from
south, east andwest.
Speaking to Education Ti-

mes, Indra Mani Upadhyay,

PGT Hindi, PM Shri Kendriya
Vidyalaya CRPF Bijnaur, Luck-
now, saysthat the selection
of writers remains heavi
ly weighted towards the
past. “There is limited

representation of new-age
writers as the chapters are lar-
gely from older writers, with
almost no voices from the pre-
sent day. While stalwarts such
asMunshi Premchand (Do Bai-
lon KiKatha), Padumlal Punna-
lal Bakshi (Kya Likhun?), and
Shekhar Joshi (Samvadheen)
remain essential, they have
been staples of the NCERT
Hindi textbook curriculum for

& decades. A more balanced

b

mix of these established
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The limited inclusion
of female authors
likely stems from a
reliance on established
historical texts

authors would have made the
textbook more effective for
students, " says Upadhyay.
Academics further argue
that the textbook lacks global
perspective, noting the absen-
ce of overseas authors and no
chapter based on translation
ofinternationalwriters. Unlike

. previous editions that offered

exposure to diverse cultures

“through translations, Ganga

exclusively on domes-

exts, missing the opportu-
f to include material from
southemIndianstatesor
ational literature. “A
IX student is a teenager;
our responsibility to intro-

subject in depth, intro-
ducing these diverse topics is
tial," Upadhyay adds.

; Similarly, there is a stark

gender imbalance in the new
textbook, as only one chapter
featuring Subhadra Kumari
Chauhan's Jhansi Ki Raniis in-
cluded, while other female voi-
cesaremissing.

Pooja Gugnani, TGT Hindi,
National Victor Public School,
IP Extension, Delhi, highlights |
the missed opportunity to |
showcase the breadth of the |
female literary canon. “Hindi
literature possesses avast we-
alth of influential women wri-
ters such as Mahadevi Verma,
Amrita Pritam, Krishna Sobti,
Mannu Bhandari and Geetan-
jali Shree, whose literary
works could have been inclu-
dedto provide students witha
much more varied perspecti-
ve," says Gugnani.

“The limited inclusion of
female authors likely stems
from a reliance on established
historical texts or a simple
oversight in the selection pro-
cess; however, NCERT could
have easily integrated icons
like Mahadevi Verma or Man-
nu Bhandari by swapping out
twoor three of the current ent-
ries,” sheadds.
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THE PINDL
' Reclaiming Ambedkar for a mode

istory hasa tendency to reduce towering

figures into narrow symbols. B. R,

Ambedkar has often been confined to the
role of a sectional Neta, when in truth he was the
principal architect of modern India’s moral and
constitutional imagination. To remember him is
not to ritualise his legacy, but to apply it.

Ambedkar warned us that while equality may

be aspirational, it must nonetheless guide
governance. The test of that principle lies not in
rhetoric, but in whether the State actively
dismantles structural inequality. In Andhra
Pradesh, this meant reimagining public
education, healthcare, and governance not as-
welfare, but as instruments of dignity.

Improving access

For decades, government schools stood as quiet
markers of neglect. By upgrading infrastructure
and introducing English as a medium of
instruction, the Yuvajana Sramika Rythu
Congress Party (YSRCP) government sought to
break both material and linguistic barriers that
historically limited social mobility through its
flagship program, Nadu-Nedu. Access to
education is not merely about enrolment; it is
about ensuring that every child learns in an
environment that affirms their worth, and where
quality education is not confined to private
schools. The same logic applies to public health.
Ambedkar understood that dignity is impossible
without physical security. A single medical
emergency should not have the power to push a
family into generational poverty. The YSRCP
government provided expanding access to
healtheare and strengthened State responsibility
as essential steps towards ensuring that
vulnerability would not define destiny.

The establishment of Grama Sachivalayas in
every village, and the mapping of 50 to 60
households to a volunteer delivering various
government services at the doorsteps of citizens,
reflects the true essence of Grama Swaraj.

Moreover, Ambedkar’s contribution to

Y f{Pm 209 b 5 PLL%@/ Ly
Andhra Pradesh

Former Chief Minister
of Andhra Pradesh

Ambedkar’s life
was defined by
persistence in
the face of

| resistance.

Efforts to
expand
inclusion will
always
encounter those
invested in
preserving the
status quo

women’s rights remains underappreciated. His
resignation over the stalled Hindu Code Bill was
not a political manoeuvre; it was a moral stand
for gender equality. Policies framed by the YSRCP
government placed financial resources directly in
the hands of women through Direct Benefit
Transfers in recognition of the foundational truth
that social justice is incomplete without economic
agency. When mothers are empowered, the
benefits extend far beyond the household,
reshaping the trajectory of entire communities.
The 50% reservation for women in local bodies,
nominated posts, and work contracts paved the
way for equality and self-reliance.

Taking inspiration from Babasaheb’s words
that small farmers must not be left to the mercy
of moneylenders, the YSRCP government greatly
strengthened the rural economy with the slogan
“seed to sale” The Rythu Bharosa Kendras (RBKs)
in every village provides services such as e-crop
booking, free crop insurance, farm
mechanisation, assured remunerative prices, and
timely input subsidies, with special focus on
tenant farmers. Scheduled Tribe farmers were
granted RoFR pattas, giving them access to all
government benefits.

The importance of remembrance
Commemoration, too, must move beyond
symbolism. Public memory requires visibility.
Establishing a major memorial to Ambedkar — a
206-foot ‘Statue of Social Justice’ at the Ambedkar
Smriti Vanam in Vijayawada — during the YSRCP
government's tenure was not simply about
honouring a leader, it was about embedding his
ideas into the physical and cultural landscape of
the State. The decision to rename a district after
him, however, met with violent resistance from
some sections of the remnant feudal elements in
society, including attacks on the homes of YSRCP
party leaders and former ministers. It reflected a
deeper shift: the assertion that social justice must
oc:::ﬂy t just discourse, but geography. j
bL. was also a sharp critic of the social

stagnation embedded in traditional village
structures. He saw industrialisation and
economic mobility as pathways out of entrenched
hierarchies. For a State like Andhra Pradesh,
which boasts a 1,053 km coastline, this insight has
contemporary relevance. The YSRCP
government’s efforts to develop ports, fishing
harbours, fish landing centres, and logistics _
infrastructure were not merely an economic
strategy; they were a means of expanding
economic opportunity and connecting people to
a wider world.

Anchored in institutions

. At the same time, Ambedkar’s enduring warning

| about constitutional morality cannot be ignored.

Governance must be anchored in institutions, not
personalities; in law, not vendetta. Any drift
towards the selective application of justice or the
targeting of dissent weakens the very foundation
he helped build. The Constitution is not just a
legal document, it is a moral commitment to
fairness, restraint, and accountability; one that
no “Red Book” should ever replace. The

| Constitution must remain the only sacrosanct
| principle for governinga State.

Ambedkar’s life was defined by persistence in

| the face of resistance. Efforts to expand inclusion

will always encounter those invested in

preserving the status quo. Yet retreat is not an

option. The responsibility of governance is to . ‘

continue converting public policy into pathways

of opportunity, especially for those historically

left behind. Following Babasaheb in letter and

spirit, the YSRCP government supported

extending coverage under the Constitution |

(Scheduled Castes) Order to Dalits irrespective of #

the religion they choose. .
To reclaim Ambedkar 1storecogmsethatsomal |

justice is not a finished project. It is an ongoing g

endeavour which is demanding, imperfect, and '

necessary. The measure of our commitment lies

not in how often we invoke his name, but in how \

consistently we advance his vision. !
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SCHOOL PROVIDED ALTERNA{T!VE TOPRISON FOR ADOLESCENT OFFENDERS BETWEEN 16 AND 21

After 100 years, Maharashtra scraps Borstal law:
N ashik’s second chance school faces uncertain future \

Sadaf Modak
Mumbai/Nashik, April 13

IN ONE cornerof the busy Gole
Colony, the Nashik Borstal
School stands behind closed
wrought-iron gates, its fate un-
certain after the Maharashtra
government scrapped the 1929
law governing it. “Restricted
area,” reads the white lettering
on areddish-brown board.

Inside, ashort walkthrough
a canopy of trees leads to a
white government building —
imposing and bereft, its faded
yellow gates shut. Unlike the
noise and traffic outside, it’s
quiet here: not a soul in sight,
save for the odd two-wheeler;
the large courtyard lies mostly
empty. “Kishore Sudharalaya,
Nashik,” the austere blue letter-
ing announces in Devanagari.

Outwardly, nothing signals
what the institution is. Yet there
islittle ordinaryabout it. Stand-
ing on 300 acres, the Nashik
Borstal School once provided
analternativeto prison forado-
lescent offenders between the
agesof16 and 21, oftenactingas
a bridge between childhood
and adulthood.

On March 17, the Maharash-
tra government repealed the
little-known Bombay Borstal
Schools Act, 1929 — one of 80
laws repealed that day. For the
Nashik Borstal School, already
functioning in a grey zone —
with its inmates under the Ju-

On a campus built for 105, only five inmates now remain. express

venile Justice Act but its struc-
ture and administration under
the prison department — the
move raises questions about its
future, “We have not been in-
formed yetifthere is goingtobe
any change afterthe Act wasre-
pealed,” says one official at the
borstal. A prison department of-
ficial, too, confirms this.

For their part, experts be-
lieve there is a need to redefine
the borstal system within the
changing context of criminal
justice. “There could have been
amendments made to the law
to change the age criteria and
tehaulthe infrastructure, rede-
fining industrial training and
rehabilitation,” says Asha Mu-
kundan, associate professor at
the Centre of Criminology and
Justice, Tata Institute of Social
Sciences.

She adds: “The repealofthe
Act and the closing of such an
institution without consulta-

tion may not have been a good
idea. There could have been a
revival of the Act. The JJ Act,
2025, requires a ‘place of safety’
forthose betweenthe agesof16-
18, with a focus on correctional
services. The Borstal School
could have been formally de-
clared as an institution within
theJJAct”,

According to Prison Stat-
isticsof India, 2023, thereare 10
borstal schools in India. While
the law exists in some states,
mosthomes functionunderthe
Juvenile Justice Act,
2000.

Started in the UK, borstals
wereintroduced inIndia during
colonial rule as “second
chance” institutions for young
offenders. Unlike present-day
correctional homes, these bor-
stals did not take offenders
under 16. Courts sent young
male offenders between 16 and
21 to such borstals, focused on

education and training They
werereleasedat 21,

Borstals were introduced in
India in 1925 following recom-
mendations of the Indian Jail
Committee Report, 1919-1920,
The school, set up in Dharwar
in 1930, later moved to Kolha-
pur and then to Nashikin 1990
from a repurposed sub-jail.

Borstal schools come under
the prison department, with jail
authorities identifylng eligible
young offenders.

‘While the borstal law con-
tinued to be enforced well into
the late 90s, the enactment of
the Juvenile Justice Act, 2000,
made its application complex
due to conflicting provisions.
The JJ Act redefined ajuvenile
as “apersonlessthan 18 yearsof
age” —meaning nobodyunder
thatage could besenttoprison.

Borstal schools differed
from special homes under the
JJ Act. Unlike special homes,
the head of a borstal is called a
principal, with posts such as
housemaster, teachers and
counsellors.

Asthe JJ Acteclipsedthe bor-
stal law, inmate numbers
dwindled. In theearly2000s, the
Nashik school began enrolling
juveniles. “It began working asa
special home under the JJ Act,
where children in conflict with
law are sent after the inquiry by
the Juvenile Justice Board,” one
official said. “Two minors in-
volved in the gangrapeat Shakti

Mills in 2013 were sent to the
Nashik Home in 2014 for three
years.’

“Manyboysweresent hereas
they were seen as unmanage-
able by the Observation Home
and Special Home staff,” a
former vice-principal at the
school says.

On a campus built for 105,
only five inmates now remain,

“Even though the inmates
are sent to the Nashik Borstal
School under the J J Act, the
functioningofthe institute con-
tinuesto be like a borstal school
under the Maharashtra prison
department,” one official says.

For inmates, this means a
strictschedule — witheducation
atitscore, Ofthe five youngmen
attheschool, oneis pursuing his
MA in Social Sciences, while
another is in his second year of
college, both through distance
learning. Thethreeothersarein
Classes 10 and 12.

“Unlike ajail, wherethereare
other gangs looking to recruit
youngsters, the borstal school at-
tempts to give them a second
chance and afollow-up aftercare
programme, where counsellors
keepintouch after release,” one |
official says. i
tution was petrfect, but we saw
many turn a new leaf... We feel
happy that many did not return
tocrime and actually received a
secondchance,”says the former
Nashik borstal school prhlcipal./J
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veryday language in India

continues toreflect deeply

What often appears as
courtesy or cultural practice may,
in fact, encode patterns of power,
deference and social ordering, These
linguistic norms are not confined
tothe private sphere; they are visible
within publicinstitutions, particularly
in administrative settings, where
they shape both behaviour and
perception.

In government offices, the use
of the word “Sir™ has evolved into
aconvention that extends beyond
simple politeness. It structures
communication, frames interaction,
and, at imes, signals hierarchy. Its
presence is routine; its absence is
often noted and occasionally
interpreted. What is expressed as
respect may also function as a
marker of unequal positioning,
subtly reinforcing authority gradients
within institutions.

Languape is not merehy descriptive;
it plays a constitutive role in shaping
behaviour. The repeated use of
hierarchical forms of address may
discourage open expression and
reinforce asymmetries in authority.
Owver time, such practices can
normalise deference and limit the
scope for candid engagement. This
is particulary relevant in administrative
effective

systems  where

decision-makiog often depends on

the free flow of information, feedback,
and dissent.

The origins of this pattern can
be traced 10 India’s [eudal past and
its subsequent reinforcement during
the colonial period, Administrative
language historically served to
maintain distance between authority
and subject. While theinstituttonal
framework has since undergone
significant transformation, elements
of this communicative culture have
pemsisted, In contrast, several societies
thatinherited similar administrative
traditions have gradually moved
towards more egalitarian modes
of interaction, reflecting broader
social change.

The implications extend beyond
internal administrative culture.
These conventions also shape how
authority is perceived and exercised
in interactions with citizens. In
many cases, rouline interactions
berween citizens and public officials
reflect implicit hierarchies, in which
the relationship does not always
align with the constitutional principle
that public servants are accountable
1o the people. Language, in this
sense, becomes a medium through
which power is both expressed and
internalised,

This tension invites reflection,
particularly on occasions such as
Ambedkar Jayanti. B. R. Ambedkar
consistently argued that political
democracy must be accompanied
by social democracy. The ideals of
liberty, equality and fraternity, in
his view, required expression not
only in constitutional provisions
but also in everyday social practices.

A related idea, drawn from his
engagement with John Dewey, was
that of "social endosmosis™ - the
free and natural flow of ideas and
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experiences across social groups.
Such interaction is essential for the
functioning of a democratic society.
Where communication is structured
by rigid hierarchies, this exchange
may be constrained, limiting both
participation and mutual
understanding.

The role of language in this
contextis particularly significant.
In many Indian languages,
pronouns themselves signal

ations of status and respect.

While such distinctions are
historically rooted and culturally
embedded, they may also reinforce
social distance. Ambedkar’s critique
of caste as creating “water-tight
compartments” offers a useful
parallel. Hierarchical patterns in

even in modem institutional
settings, can contribute to similar
forms of separation, albeit in more
subtle ways.

It is therefore pertinent to ask
whether the deeper ethos of equality
has been fully internalised. While
constitutional safeguards and
political representation have advanced
significantly, social practices often
evolve more gradually. Everyday
interactions may continue to reflect
inherited hierarchies, evenas
structures emphasise equality and
inelusion.

This does not suggest that respect
should be abandoned. Rather, it
points to the need to reconsider
how respect is expressed. It may
be possible to foster forms of
communication that are courteous
without being overly deferential,
and that enable openness without
undermining institutional roles. A
‘balance between civility and equality
is essential for sustaining democratic
engagement.
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Such shifts are unlikely to occur
automatically, They require conscious
effortat both institutional and individual
levels. Leadership plays acritical role
insetting norms. In recent years, the
emphasis oncitizen-centric govemnance
and administrative responsiveness
under Narendra Modi has sought to
reduce perceived distance between
the state and citizens.

Initiatives aimed at improving
servicedeliveryand direct engagement
have, ineffect. fostered more accessible
and less hierarchical modes of
interaction within governance. When
thosein positions of authority encourage
opendialogue and reduce unnecessary
hierarchiesin communication, itcan
signal a broader commitment to
participative governance. Over time,
such changes may contribute to more
responsive and accountable
administrative cultures.

Ultimately, the character of a
democracy is reflected not only in

AmbedKkar Jayantiis amoment to
rethink power and langu

its formal institutions but also in
its social practices. Language, as
aneveryday medinm of interaction,
offers an impoertant site for such
reflection. Moving towards more
equal forms of communication,
evenincrementally, may help advance
the broader ideal of an inclusive
and democratic society.

As Ambedkar reminded us,
democracy is not merely a form of
government but a mode of associated
living The persistence of hierarchical
language suggests that this
transformation remains incomplete.
Recognising and gradually reforming
such practices may be one of the
more practical steps towards realising
the egalitarian vision that continues
to guide India’s constitutional
democracy.

[The wrilers ar. repeciively. 3 parytme
Member af the Eauncmic Advisary Coundil to the
Prime Minlster and a Professor of Finance. and a
Depury Commissioner of Palice, Defhl)
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Supreme Court To Hear Plea Seeking Free Pre-primary
Education Under NEP 2020

The plea seeks to ensure uniform minimum standards of school education across
all States and UTs.

By : Aishwarya lyer X

Update: 2026-04-14 14:12 GMT

Supreme Court has agreed to hear a plea seeking fair implementation of the provision of free
compulsory education at pre-primary level as described under National Education Policy
2020.

NEP 2020 aims to ensure that all students, particularly students from underprivileged and
disadvantaged sections, shall have universal, free and compulsory access to high-quality and
equitable schooling from early childhood care and education (age 3 onwards) through higher
secondary education (i.e., until Grade 12). The2Rew education policy aims to provide to all
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students, irrespective of their place of residence, a quality education system, with particular
focus on historically marginalized, disadvantaged, and underrepresented groups.

A CJI Surya Kant led bench on Monday agreed to examine the plea filed by one Haripriya
Patel seeking a declaration that the right to education under Article 21-A includes
enforceable entitlements to adequate teachers, reasonable pupil-teacher ratios, accessible
infrastructure, support services for children with disabilities, and effective utilisation of
education funds.

The petition also seeks constitution of an Independent National School Education
Monitoring Authority or Court-monitored National Oversight Committee on School
Education Reform, comprising education experts, disability rights specialists, representatives
of NGERT & NGPCR, jurists and outstanding academicians.

Filed by Amrendra Kumar Mehta, the petition raises issues of nationwide constitutional
failure in school education particularly those children who are from disadvantaged
backgrounds as they are more dependent on government schools or government aided
schools for their schooling due to their limited household income and proximity particularly
in rural areas.

"Since year 2009 till current financial year, our economy has witnessed stable growth and
our GDP has multiplied by four times and per capita GDP has also got huge jump in last ten
years. State has enough resources to make pre-primary education as an integral part of
fundamental right in compliance of NEP 2020, UN Conventions on Child Right, Sustainable
Development Goal-4, Article 21 and Article 45 of the Constitution,” court has been told.

The plea highlights how actual total expenditure on education by both central and state
governments combined has consistently fallen short of the 6% benchmark of GDP as
recommended by Kothari Commission. "This persistent underfunding presents major
challenges for the education system, impacting infrastructure, teacher shortages and training
gaps, and access to digital learning tools, which ultimately affects the quality of education
delivered," it adds.

It thus seeks public disclosure of school-wise PTR, infrastructure status, accessibility, school
wise budget allocation and fluid utilisation on official portals.

The petition also seeks to ensure universal barrier-free access in all schools to support the
children with special needs enrolled in the schools, including wheelchair-friendly ramps with
handrails; accessible classrooms and toilets; safe entry and exit points.

Case Title: Haripriya Patel vs. Union of India & Others
Bench: CJI Surya Kant and Justice Bagchi
Haring Date: April 13, 2026

Tags:

National Education Policy 2020 | | Right to Education = | Article 21
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Clear stand on free compulsory pre-primary
education, SC tells govt

TNN | Apr 14, 2026, 01.40 AM IST

NEW DELHI: Supreme Court on Monday sought responses of the
Centre and state govts on a PIL seeking fair implementation of
provisions of free and compulsory education at the pre-primary
level as provided under National Education Policy 2020 and
bringing this within the ambit of right to education guaranteed
under Article 21A of the Constitution.

Petitioner Haripriya Patel's counsel said that though over 60% of
children in rural areas and 30% of children in urban areas were
dependent on govt schools for their education, an inadequate
number of teachers and lack of access to information and
technology tools at these institutions are stunting education at
the most crucial stage of life of children, especially those belonging to the marginalised sections. The petitioner
urged SC to set up an independent monitoring authority or court-monitored oversight committee, comprising

experts and NCERT representatives.
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dedicated to Ambedkar

TrIBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, APRIL 14

Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini on Tuesday flagged off
the ‘Samta Marathon’ dedi-
cated to Bharat Ratna Dr
Bhimrao Ambedkar from
Yavanika Park in Sector 5,
Panchkula. “The run symbol-

| ises the state’s unwavering

" _cgmnntmenttosoaaljystme
" Bfuia Tights, " he said.

marathon, he boosted par-
ticipants’ morale by show-
ering flowers on them.
Amid chants of “Bharat
Mata Ki Jai” and “Vande
Mataram”,  participants
enthusiastically ran all the
way to Tau Devi Lal Sports
Stadium in = Sector-3.
Extending his greetings
and best wishes on the
occasion of Ambedkar’s
135th birth anniversary,
the CM said Babasaheb’s
life was an extraordinary
saga of struggle, sacrifice
and determination.

“The marathon conveys a
clear message that no form
of discrimination, inequality
or ‘injustice should be
accépted by society,” he
added, calling upon every-

" oneto work together to build

:-Saysgnvtmmmntedtohﬁmledehveryﬁ ofso&alpm"

‘flagging off the

OM Nayab Singh Saini flags offthe marathon in Panchkuia on Tuesday,

an India where every indi-
vidual had equal opportuni-
ties and dignity and no one
was deprived of their rights,

“Numerous schemes have
been launched by the gov-
ernment for the welfare of
every section of society, with
the aim of ensuring last-mile
delivery of the benefits of
development,” said Saini,
adding that be it through
scholarship schemes in edu-
cation, employment oppor-
tunities or social security
initiatives, the state govern-

ment was consistently work-
ing to ensure equality and
justice for all.

Interacting = with  the
youth, the CM said they
were the future of the
nation and the responsibil-
ity of building an empow-

ered and egalitarian society

rested on their shoulders.
He recalled that Babasaheb
had described education as
the greatest tool to trans-
form society and urged peo-
ple to “Educate, Agitate
an? Organise”.
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lic events and competing
claims over his legacy, as the
aaplta] saw amixof commemo-

Almﬁmiﬂﬂmghnna

“foundational pillar of India’s g

democracy”. She said hisideals

of equality, justice and dignity -

continue to guide governance,
: The Delhi Government also

Atthe Civic Centre, Mayor

DT —02

A bedléar]ayanumarkedm‘th

tributes, welfare steps, spamng

Raja Igbal Singh honoured
sanitation workers and high-

lighted Ambedkar’s message

of “Educate, Organise and
Agitate”. At its headquarters,
the Aam Aadmi Party held a
large event that took a politi-
cal turn, accusing the BJP of
disrespecting Ambedkar.
AAP MLA Kuldeep Kumar
alleged that Ambedkar’s por-
traits had been removed from
government offices and insti-
tutions renamed. He said the
Constitution remains a safe-
guard against discrimination
and warned against attempts
to undermine it. party

m&mmmbﬂr% ‘Rao Ambedkar, the, -
amlﬂtectofmel}onstmmﬂ, in NewDeIhl on Tuesday. TRIBUNE PHOTO

also clted initiatives such as
Ambedkar Schools of Excel-|
lence, asserting its commit-/
ment to his vision of equality/
and social justice The Delhi
marked the day at Raji

Bhawan, where presiden

Devender Yadav led partsj
workers in paying tributes.

Yadav said Ambedkar’s life

continues to inspire eﬁ:‘orts
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Govt schools to roll out year-long

environmental

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
B New Delhi

Aimed at sensitising stu-
dents to challenges such as
plastic waste, biodiversity
loss, air pollution and
climate change, government
schools in the national
Capital will undertake a
year-long series of aware-
ness and activity-based pro-
grammes on environmental
issues beginning this month,

According to a circular
issued by the Directorate of
Education (DoE), the initia-
tive will focus on structured
monthly themes, starting
with awareness on plastic
pollution in April.

The circular said schools
will organise activities such
as essay writing, painting
competitions and cam-
paigns discouraging the use
of single-use plastics, along
with observance of Earth
Day on April 22.

It further said that May will
be dedicated to wildlife and
biodiversity, with activities
including slogan writing,
skits and painting competi-
tions,

Schools will also mark the
International Day for

AL R R b et aa e
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Biological Diversity on May
22 while promoting lifestyle
changes such as conserving
electricity and adopting
environmentally responsi-
ble habits.

The months of June and
July will emphasise ending
plastic pollution through
Practical interventions like
workshops on waste man-
agement, poster-making
competitions and the use of
separate bins for wet and
dry waste. The circular
added that Environment Day
on june 5 will be celebrated
during this period, it said.

The circular also outlined
that in July, schools will
conduct awareness drives
on wildlife conservation,
including debates, quizzes

2 SR
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and observance of nature
conservation-related events,
In parallel, water pollution
awareness will be taken up,
with a focus on proper dis-
posal of chemicals and
medical waste and discour-
agement of harmful prac-
tices such as pouring grease
into drains.

According to the DoE
August activities will include
Van Mahotsav celebrations
and promotion of zero-
waste practices in schools,
Students will participate in
plantation drives, clean
campus campaigns, com-
posting activities and ini-
tiatives like plogging. It
noted that Akshay Urja Day
on August 20 will also be
observed,
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BR Ambedkar:

ts Constitution and a vision of equality andj
modem India. His life reminds us that de

BR Ambedkar gave India i

KP
- TENNETI
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India is a nation built on the shoulders of extra-
ordinary individuals, men and women who
dared to dream of equality, justice and
dignity for all. Among those towering figures,
one stands apart- notmerely as a statesman,
jurist or economist, but at the intersection of
law, public morality and sodial justice. His
.name: BR Ambedkar. As we commemorate
him today, | would like to take a moment not
only to delve into the life of an individual who
transcended the brutal circumstances of
birth to become one of the finest legal and
intellectual minds of the twentieth century,
_the principal architect of the Constitution of
the Republic of Indiz, but also to shed lighton
the post-independence political marginalisa-
tion and, ultimately, the slow but deliberate
reduction of his legacy.

Our story begins 135 years ago on this day,

14 April The yearwas 1891, and in a small town
called Mhow (now BR Ambedkar Nagar in
modem-day Madhya Pradesh), a baby was
bom to the family of Ramii Maloji Sakpal and
Bhimabai, their14th child The family belonged
to the Mahar caste, dassified as ‘untouchable’,
thereby subjected to one of the most system-
atic and dehumanising forms of sodial disarim-
ination the world has ever known.

From a very young age, Ambedkar faced
harsh sodial exdusion. In school, he was made
to sit separately. He was not allowed to touch
water vessels. If he needed water, somecne
from a higher caste had to pour it for him, if
they agreed at all. Many times, he simply went
without water. These experiences were not
isolated incidents. They reflected a deeply

unjust sodial system that denied basicdignity

to entire communities.

Despite these hardships, BR Ambedkar
showed exceptional intelligence and deter-
mination. A teacher gave him the sumame
“Ambedkar”, replacing his original sumame.
While this small gesture became part of a
ll_'IUEh. larger journey, it lit a fire of determina-
tion and zeal in a child who was denied basic
rights, pushing him to become one of the most
educated and influential minds of his time.

In 1907, a young Ambedkar passed his
Matriculation examination from Bombay
University with outstanding results. He sub.-
sequently joined Elphinstone College in
Mumbai in 1908, a prestigious institution thar

FOR AMBEDKAR,
FREEDOM
WITHOUT

EQUALITY AND
EQUALITY
WITHOUT

FREEDOM COULD

LEAD TO ABSOLUTE
DICTATORSHIP
WE SEE HIS
' EFFORTS TO
TACKLE THIS IN

ONE OF HIS MOST .

MONUMENTAL
CONTRIBUTIONS
TO A NEWLY
INDEPENDENT
INDIA, THE HEART
AND SOUL OF OUR
DEMOCRACY, THE
INDIAN
CONSTITUTION

Thee writer Is 8 Member of
Padiament (Lok Sabha),
Panel Speaker, and
retired DGP

ustice.

very few Dalits of that era could even aspire
to enter. In 1912, he graduated in Political
science and Economics from Bombay
University.

In 1913, following his-fathers death,
Ambedkar departed for the United States
to study at Columbia University in New York,
where he was awarded a PhD for his thesis
The Evolution of Provincial Finance in
British India’, His very first published article,

* *Castes in India: Their Mechanism, Genesis

and Development, announced to the world

the arrival of a scholar of the first rank. -
He returned to India briefly and then trav-

elled to England, where he studied at the

* London School of Economics and qualified

atGray's Inn to be called to the Bar. During
his time in London from 1920 to 1923, he
completed another landmark thesis titled
‘The Problem of the Rupee’, for which the
University of London awarded him the
degree of DSc. The multitude of recognition
from prestigious institutions worldwide con-
firmed his standing as one of the most aca-
demically accomplished men of the twen-
tieth century. However, for all practical pur-
poses in his own country, he was still seen
as an untouchable, with discriminationand
prejudice making it very difficult for
Ambedkar o find acceptance among the
elite of India at that time. Yet, he remained
firm in his resolve to use education as a tool
for social change.

After returning to India, Ambedkar ded-
Icated himself to the upliftment of the
oppressed. In 1920, he started the newspa-
perMooknayak (Leader of the Silent] to raise
awareness among Dalits. His activism was
practical and structured. He believed in cre-
ating Institutions and movements tobring
change. In 1923, he founded the Bahishkrit

mocracy must be built on dignity and equal

Hitkarini Sabha to promote education and
improve the economic condition of the
downtrodden. In 1927, he led the Mahad
Satyagraha at the ChowdarTank, asserting
the right of Dalits toaccess publicwater. This
was a major moment in the fight agains
caste discrimination. .
In 1930, he launched the Temple Entry
Movement at the Kalaram Temple in Nashik,
demanding equal religious rights.
Amajor turning point came in 1932 with
the debate on separate electorates for the
Depressed Classes. The British Communal
Award granted this provision, which
Ambedkar supported. However, Mahatma
Gandhi opposed it and began a fast unto
death. Underimmense pressure, Ambedkar
signed the Poona Pact, replacing separate

His life, legacy and beyond

He rose from deep social discrimination to become one of the greatest thinkers of

rights
to the Untouchables, adamning accountof
how the Congress party had repeatedly
failed the Depressed Classes, prioritising the
interests of the upper-caste Hindu majori-
ty over the rights of those at the bottom of
the social order.

Ambedkar’s contribution to India’s
freedom struggle is sometimes misunder-
stood. It is rather unfortunate that this mis-
understanding has been encouraged, delib-
eratelyor otherwise, by those who preferred
to see him as a sectional leader rather than
anational one. The truth is more complex,
and considerably more honourable.

. Ambedkar’s vision of freedom was cate-
gorically different from that which dominat-
ed the Congress-led national movernent. For
him, freedom without equality was hollow.
He wrote and argued repeatedly that the
independence of India from British rule,
while necessary. would mean little to mil-
lions of Dalits if the new rulers simply repli-
cated the social hierarchies and injustices
of the old order. For Ambedkar, freedom
without equality and equality without
freedom could lead to absolute dictatorship.

We see his efforts to tackle this in one of
his most monumental contributions to a
newly Independent India, the heart and soul
of our democracy, the Indian Constitution.

Within weeks of our country gaining inde-
pendence, on 29 August 1947, the
Constituent Assembly established a Drafting
Committee to prepare a Constitution for the
new republic and elected Ambedkar as its
Chairman. The task was of an almost
impossible magnitude. The Constituent
Assembly‘moved, discussed and disposed
ofas many as 2473 amendments’ during its

deliberations. Rajendra Prasad,

electorates with reserved
seats.
This was the start of a:!] !!'
many differences \ oneer

between Ambedkar and
Mahatma Gandhi, with
the fundamental difference being that
while Mahatma Gandhi referred to untouch-
ables as 'Harijans’ and sought reform from
within Hinduism, Ambedkar, who had
experienced untouchability in the flesh,
believed that the caste system was funda-
mentally incompatible with human equal-
ity and dignity and needed to be abolished
entirely.

His 1936 work, Annihilation of Caste,
strongly criticised the caste system.
However, the Congress party at that time
was not aligned with this and felt that
Ambedkar was going against the work of
Mahatma Gandhi. This difference is seen
aptly In the 1945 writing of Ambedkar
tiled What Congress and Gandhi Have Done:
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Chairman of the Constituent
Assembly, acknowledged the
zeal and devotion of the
members of the Drafting
Committee and especially its
Chairman, Ambedkar, in delivering our
nation a Constitution despite deteriorating
health and in conditions of extraordinary
difficulty. Ambedkar ensured that our
Constitution included robust protections for
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and
Backward Classes. He insisted on the sep-
aration of powers, an independent judicia-
ry, and the fundamental rights of every
citizen regardless of caste, creed, sex or reli-
gion. He advocated democracy in every field:
social, economic and political. For him, social
justice meant maximum happiness for a
maximum number of people.
d;h;lﬁgedg of Ambedkar's post-indepen-
years Is inseparable from the tragedy
of the Congress government’s [2ilure to

Column

honour one of its own greatest servants.

him and the ruling government of
Jawaharial Nehru. he chose to resign from
the ment rather than remain partof
what he did not befieve vias making e nec-
essary efforts to uplift the Dalits, oppressed
and marginalised dasses. i

This apparent slight was not forgrvenby
the Congress, which made sure (o under-
take measures in the 1952 elections to efiec-
tively torpedo Ambediar’s political career.
As the first independent elections in India
approached, Ambedkar contested from
the Bombay North Central constituency as
the candidate of his Scheduled Castes
Federation. Notonly did the Congress field
a former assistant of Ambediar against him,
they decided to work with the cther major
party in the region to effectively deny cne
of our greatest minds the oppormumity to
stand in the Lok Sabha and raise the issues
of those he fought his entire lifetime for.

The toll of elections, politics and long
health issues eventually took its toll, and
Ambedkar died in 1956. Rather than cele-
brate his legacy, his name remained in prac-
tical political isolation. It took untl 1990,
close to thirty-four years after his death, and
forty-three years after independence for the
Indian State to formally confer the Bharat
Ratna upon BR Ambediar. It was the
cabinet of the seventh Prime Minister, V. P.
Singh, that took that step. The Congress sov-
emments that preceded him had not seen
fit to extend this honour to the man who
had given India its Constitution, rather
choosing to confer it upon themselves.

BR Ambedkar gave India its Constitution
and avision of equality and justice. He rose
from deep sodal discrimination to become
one of the greatest thinkers of modem India.
His life reminds us that democracy must be
built on dignity and equal rights.

He was not only a leader of the oppressed
but a nation-builder of the highest order. His
ideas remain central to India’s progress. His
iconic call to “Educate, Agitate, Organise™
continues to guide generations not justin
India but across the world at large.

Tohonour Ambedkar is touphold consti-
tutional values and fight injustice. His
legacy is not just history; it is a collective
responsibility that must continue to be
passed down to generations so that they are
made aware of the man who gave his today
for our tomormow and forever.
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SC seeks responses of Centre, states and UTs
on PIL for implementation of Right to
Education

The Supreme Court on Monday sought the responses of the Centre, states
and all union territories on a PIL seeking implementation of RTE law which

mandates free and compulsory education for children aged 6 to 14 years.
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At the outset, the lawyer said one of the key issues was the enforceability of pre-primary education to

children across the country

New Delhi: The Supreme Court on Monday sought the responses of the

Centre, states and all union territories on a PIL seeking implementation
of RTE law which mandates free and compulsory education for children

aged 6 to 14 years.
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A bench comprising Chief Justice Surya Kant and Justice Joymalya Bagchi

took note of the submissions of a lawyer, representing PIL petitioner

Haripriya Patel, who also sought implementation of the new education

policy across all states and UTs in the country.

"We are issuing notices. We would like to examine the issue," the CJI said.

At the outset, the lawyer said one of the key issues was the enforceability

of pre-primary education to children across the country.
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Besides, he also raised the issue of implementation of the National

Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which has been updated from time to time.

The NEP is a comprehensive framework transforming the education

system to focus on flexibility, skill development, and holistic learning.

It replaces the 10+2 structure with a 5+3+3+4 model (ages 3-18),
introduces vocational training from Grade 6, and emphasises Al, coding,

and multi-lingualism to foster a "knowledge superpower".
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The PIL also sought complete implementation of the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education Act, 2009.

This law mandates free and compulsory education for children aged 6 to
14 and ensures foundational education in a neighbourhood school and
mandates that private schools reserve 25 percent of seats for

economically weaker sections.

Besides the Centre, all the states and the UTs have been made parties to
the PIL.

Most Read in Government Policies

No forced purchases, cap on fee hike at 7.23%; uniform change barred for S

years in Noida schools

Nursery to UKG in govt schools from 2026-27 academic year: Telangana CM

CBSE’s new language rule: What R1, R2, R3 mean

Rajasthan edu dept reduces admission age for Class 1 to five years

See more on: Supreme Court, Right to Education, National Education Policy, PIL,
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Maratha Empire Map Removed From NCERT Book? Concerns Raised Over
Class 8 Textbook Update

Edited by: Lakshima Sareen | Updated Apr 15, 2026, 09:12 IST

Changes to a Maratha Empire map in an NCERT Class 8 textbook have sparked controversy. The issue

has led to objections and calls for a review of the revision.

NCERT map revision triggers discussion on historical representation

@ FOLLOW US
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A fresh controversy has surfaced over changes in an NCERT Class 8
Social Science textbook, with reports suggesting that a historical map
depicting the Maratha Empire has been removed or modified, sparking
debate over how India’s historical empires are represented in school
curricula.

The issue came to attention after a former Member of Parliament from
Raigad, Sambhaji Chhatrapati, raised objections regarding changes in
the revised textbook and wrote to Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan. The issue was highlighted via his official X
(formerly Twitter) handle.
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What other controversies has NCERT faced recently? -

NCERT has faced controversy over a chapter on judicial corruption in its Class 8
textbook, leading to a Supreme Court intervention that imposed a total ban on
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Supreme Court emphasized the need to maintain the integrity of the judicial
system and initiated a review of the textbook's content. The controversy reflects
ongoing scrutiny of NCERT's curriculum updates.

How does NCERT revise its textbooks? +

What were the changes made in the recent NCERT Class 8 history curriculum? +

In his representation, he is said to have urged the ministry to review
the decision and restore the map, arguing that its omission could lead
to an incomplete understanding of Maratha history among students.
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Objection Over Historical Mapping in NCERT

The central concern raised in the complaint relates to a map that
previously depicted the extent of the Maratha Empire in NCERT
textbooks. According to the representation cited in reports, the map
has either been removed or altered in the latest edition of the Class 8
Social Science book published by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT).
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Sambhaji Chhatrapati’s objection, as described in multiple reports,
emphasizes that the Maratha Empire holds significant historical
importance and that its territorial spread is well documented in
historical records. The complaint suggests that excluding such visual
representations may weaken students’ understanding of India’s
historical geography and the political landscape of the period. It also
urges authorities to ensure that textbook revisions do not dilute
historically relevant content.

The matter has drawn attention because maps in school textbooks are
often seen as important learning tools that help students visualize
historical developments. Any changes to such material tend to generate
discussion, especially when they relate to politically and culturally
significant periods of Indian history.

NCERT Revisions and Broader Debate

NCERT has been carrying out periodic revisions of school textbooks as
part of curriculum updates and rationalisation efforts. These revisions
have included restructuring of content, updating language, and
modifying visual elements such as maps and diagrams. The reported
change in the Maratha Empire map is the latest instance to draw public
scrutiny.

As per various media reports, the revision has sparked differing
reactions. Some stakeholders argue that textbook content should
strictly adhere to verified historical and cartographic standards, while
others believe that removing or altering established representations can
lead to gaps in historical learning.

At present, there has been no detailed standalone official clarification
from NCERT specifically addressing the controversy. The issue therefore
remains based on observed changes in the latest textbook editions and
the subsequent complaint raised by Sambhaji Chhatrapati.

The debate reflects a wider and recurring discussion around school
curriculum design in India, particularly regarding how historical
empires, regional identities, and territorial boundaries are presented to
students. As discussions continue, the matter highlights the sensitive
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‘CBSE Class 10 results:

93.7% students

pass;

girls outperform boys

ExpressNewsSewice
New Delhi, April 15

MORE THAN 9370 per cent of
studentscleared the CBSE Class
. 10board ionsthisyear,
+ with over 55,000 candidates
" scoring above 95 per cent, the
board announced on Wednes-
day. Morethan 2.20-lakh stu-
dents secured marks above 90
percent, ]
Girls once again outper-
formed boysf recording a pass
percentage 0f94.99 per cent, 1.3
percentage points higher than
that of boys at 92,69 per cent.
Transgender candidates regis-
tered apass Percentage of 87,50,
Inashift alignedwith the Na-
tional Education Policy, CBSE
introduced a two-exam system
for Class 10 this Year. The first
€xamination was conducted in
February-March, while the sec-
ond is scheduled for May. Stu-
dents were required to appear
for the first phase,

————

A total of 55,368 students
scored above 95 per cent, while
2.21,574 candidates crossed the
90 per cent mark, At the same
time, over 1.47 lakh students |
have been placed in the com-
partment category, |

Region-wise, Trivandrum
and emerged asthe
top performers, witha pass per-
centage of 99.79 per cent each,
Guwahati recorded the lowest
Pass percentage: 85.32 percent.

Among different categories |
ofschools, Kendriya Vidyalayas
led with a pass percentage of
99.57 per cent, followed
by Jawahar Navodaya Vidya-
layas at 99.42 Der cent. Private
schools recorded a Pass percen-
tageof'93.77 percent, while gov-
emment-aided schools had the

at91.01 per cent,

Continuing its policy to dis-
courage unhealthy competition,
CBSEdid not release a merit list
or rank students into first, sec-
ond, or third divisions,
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CBSE’s New Curriculum: What R1, R2, And R3 Mean In The
Three-Language Policy

Curated By : Education.Careers Desk News18.com

Last Updated: April 16, 2026, 14:03 IST

CBSE Three-Language Policy: The third language or R3 will be made compulsory from Class 6 starting in
the academic year 2026-27.
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|

The rollout will be gradual, with full implementation expected by 2031. (Al Generated Image)

The three-language formula has regained importance under the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020. With the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) aligning its
curriculum to NEP guidelines, schools, students, and parents are looking for clarity on
how this policy will be implemented.

Under the updated framework, students will study three languages, labelled as R1, R2
and R3. At least two of these must be Indian languages, thereby supporting linguistic

diversity.

RECOMMENDED STORIES

CBSE Makes Third CBSE Revamps CBSE Class 10th Results
Language Mandatory For Curriculum: What Will 2026: 8 Things Students
Class 6; What It Means . The New Education : Must Know Before The
For Students Roadmap Look Like? Ke... Results Are Out

RL: First language (any language offered by CBSE)
R2: Second language (different from R1)
R3: Third language (different from both R1 and R2)

The third language (R3) will be made compulsory from Class 6 starting in the
academic year 2026-27. Students in Classes 9 and 10 will havelgztudy three separate
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has specified that the same language cannot be taken at more than one level at the

same time.
The rollout will be gradual, with full implementation expected by 2031.

The three-language formula requires students to learn three languages during their
schooling, generally:

— Aregional or mother tongue language
— Hindi or another Indian language
— English

Its aim is to foster multilingualism, strengthen cultural roots, and improve students’
cognitive abilities.

Why the Renewed Focus?

NEP 2020 places strong emphasis on the mother tongue or regional language as the
medium of instruction, especially in the foundational years. It aims to protect India’s
linguistic diversity while ensuring students remain globally competitive through
proficiency in English.

ALSO READ | CBSE’s New Curriculum: Third Language, AI And Vocational
Education Compulsory

What This Means For Students?

CBSE Chairman Rahul Singh clarified that the third language, referred to as R3, will
not yet be mandatory for Class 9 students. R3-level textbooks will be introduced in
Class 6 this year. Speaking at the launch of CBSE’s new secondary school curriculum,
he noted that these students will appear for their board exams in 2031, by which time
the three-language formula will be in place.
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As CBSE has previously explained, in schools where English is taught in Class 6, it will
be treated as the foreign language, and students will also learn two Indian languages.
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be required to study two Indian languages.

Former CENTCOM Chief Outlines US Goals in
Iran Talks: Gulf Access, Nuclear Rollback |
Newsls

In addition, computational thinking and artificial intelligence will become compulsory
subjects in classes 9 and 10. To begin with, they will be offered as modules with
internal assessments in the current academic year and will be upgraded to compulsory
board exam subjects for Class 10 in 2029. These subjects are also being introduced for
classes 3 to 8 in the current academic session.

A central aspect of the policy is flexibility. States and schools are not restricted to a
single language combination. They can design language options based on local needs

and available resources.
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Is APAAR ID mandatory for school admissions?
NCERT clears the air, says no child can be denied

entry

TOI Education | Apr 17,2026, 1114 AM IST
B Moo s yawssA

(@

o pamMAart N
" NCSERT

The National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has clarified via its latest post on the platform X (formerly
Twitter) that obtaining an APAAR ID is not essential for admission
to schools, putting to rest many misunderstandings regarding the
digital student ID system.

It should be noted that Indian schools are rapidly embracing
digitalization for recording purposes, making many parents
wonder if such digitalization is a must-have for enrollment.

— ncert (@ncert)

What is APAAR ID?

The APAAR ID—short for Automated Permanent Academic Account Registry—is part of the Centre’s broader
push towards digitising education under the Academic Bank of Credits framework. It is designed as a unique,
lifelong digital identity for students, enabling seamless tracking of their academic journey across schools, boards,

and even higher education institutions.
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In essence, APAAR acts as a centralised repository where a student’'s academic records—marksheets, transfer
certificates, and other credentials—can be securely stored and accessed. The system aims to reduce paperwork,
prevent duplication, and ensure continuity, especially for students who frequently change schools or migrate
between states.

Not a prerequisite for admission

However, NCERT has categorically underlined that APAAR is a facilitative tool—not a gatekeeping mechanism. “A
child can still get admission without an APAAR ID. It's not a requirement,” the council said in its post, reiterating
that no student should be denied entry into a school for lack of the digital ID.

This distinction is critical. While APAAR enhances administrative efficiency and record portability, it does not
override a child’'s fundamental right to education. Schools are expected to continue admissions through existing
processes, irrespective of whether a student possesses an APAAR ID.

A tool for convenience, not exclusion

However, as per the clarification issued by NCERT, it must be noted that although the main purpose of APAAR is
to simplify the documentation process, its use remains optional.

The importance of the process has been stressed by officials and experts in education because through the use
of a digital database, universities can easily access their records and hence avoid any delay in their admissions,
transfers, or scholarship procedures.
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Ensuring access remains universal

The message from NCERT is unequivocal: digital innovation must complement, not complicate, access to
schooling. The APAAR framework may well represent the future of academic record-keeping in India, but its
absence cannot—and will not—stand in the way of a child’'s education.

As the council highlighted, every child deserves access to education that is simple, smnooth, and stress-free,
irrespective of digital identifiers or documentation hurdles,
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Class I admission age 6 years, says CBSE

The CBSE officials said age eligibility adheres to state government norms, and
the board maintains a flexible approach.

Anu Kuruvilla
Updated: 18th Apr, 2026 at 7:24 AM

KOCHI: Putting to rest doubts over students’ eligibility for Class I admissions, the CBSE
has said the minimum age to enrol is six years as per the National Education Policy 2020 and

Right To Education (RTE).
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The clarification came at a recent meeting held under the aegis of the National Council of
CBSE Schools (NCCS). The board was represented by Sanyam Bhardwaj, controller of

examinations, and Jai Prakash Chaturvedi, joint secretary (affiliation).

NCCS secretary general Indira Rajan said a flexibility of 3 months (before or after attaining

6 years) may be applied based on the date of admission.

“Until now, schools and parents were apprehensive that students who fall short of the age
limit by a few months might be held back once they reach Class IX. However, with the

CBSE’s clarification, they can now rest assured,” she said.
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The CBSE also assuaged schools’ and parents’ apprehensions over rumours regarding the

introduction of an upper age limit for Class X and XII board examinations.

“We have been told that as of now, no strict age limit has been prescribed,” Indira said. The
CBSE officials said age eligibility adheres to state government norms, and the board

maintains a flexible approach.

To a question regarding the extension of the two board examinations to Class XII, Sanyam
said, “At present, Class XII students are permitted to improve performance in one subject
only. Expansion of a second examination opportunity will depend on system efficiency,
particularly faster evaluation. CBSE will review this after assessing the outcomes of the

Class X model.”

As for the assessment pattern changes with the new curriculum, Sanyam said, “The shift will
be towards competency-based questions, but there will be no major changes in question

paper pattern, terminology, or design.”
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Al tools In govt schools help students with
learning, basic maths

Apr 19,2026, 05.51 AM IST

Pune: Until last year, Std Ill student Yash Khomne from a zilla
parishad school in Marathwada rarely raised his hand to answer in
class. He struggled with basic reading and often sat silently
through lessons. Today, he leads his class in singing, answers
guestions confidently and even helps peers solve simple

- arithmetic problems.

Wi L] i A 3 B ;

claifaig trrnoern - SIS ST . ,

s sl oo Y His transformation began when the school introduced Al-enabled
e G0 AaTe i

T -k b tools. Yash's classroom now has lessons with interactive videos

e F B

i SRR and songs played through Sampark TV, followed by prompts from

L]

an Al-supported teaching assistant that help the teacher.

Partnering with state govts to transform primary education,
Sampark Foundation has introduced digital tools in govt schools designed to improve foundational learning
while making teaching more effective.

Built for low-resource classrooms, these tools work without internet and use videos, songs, stories, and real-time
prompts to support teachers inside the classroom. Teachers get help in lesson planning, and identifying learning

gaps.
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Across Maharashtra, similar stories are emerging. In a multi-grade classroom in Vidarbha, where a teacher
Mmanages over 35 students, structured lesson sequencing under ‘Sahi Kram, Sahi Dhang' pedagogy has
streamlined teaching. "Earlier, | spent too much time planning. Now, | know exactly what to teach and how. | can
focus on the students instead," a teacher said.

At the ZP primary school in Mandovhal, a govt-run primary school in Parner block of Ahilyanagar district, student
absenteeism was a challenge. With the introduction of Sampark Smart Device and Smart School App, the
classrooms became engaging and joyful.

School teacher Eknath Londhe said, "Attendance reached 100%, and student participation and curiosity
increased. Previously inactive students became confident learners. Students started enjoying learning, asking
guestions, and actively participating. Teachers and parents observed a positive change. When learning becomes
joyful, better attendance follows."

Shravani Gaikwad, a Std IV student, from Zilla Parishad Primary School, Sant Goroba, Kakanagar in Dharashiv, said
her class likes the songs by Sampark Didi. "She teaches us in a simple way. We learn English words, solve maths,
and listen to stories. Learning becomes enjoyable. The Al devices and tools have reduced our fear of maths and
English," she added.

Principal secretary of the state education department Ranjit Singh Deol said, "Al can be a force multiplier when
harnessed alongside pedagogy. Maharashtra welcomes the transformative role it can play in advancing our vision
for quality learning with robust digital infrastructure."

The intervention comes at a critical time, when enrolment in primary schools is high but learning outcomes
remain uneven. By reducing the administrative burden and offering structured, engaging content, teachers can
reclaim time for actual teaching.
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Sampark is also deploying an Al-based, real-time classroom monitoring and governance platform, planned to be
rolled out across 80,000 government schools across India.

The no-cost platform will enable district, block, and school-level education officials to track teaching data,
monitor classroom engagement, and predict learning outcomes, strengthening evidence-based decision-
making and accountability within the public education system.
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From questions to action: City schools
to take on pollution through the year

academicsession,notjusttoin-  Under the plan, schools
@tfmesoﬁndmoom form students about pollution must conduct monﬂtly

but also to involve them in add-
New Delhi: On a typical day ~ressingit, officialssaid. activities on themes, such
in the city, it is often children Under the plan, schools as plastic waste, air
whovoicethemostunsettling must conduct monthly activi- pollution, water
questions. Why can’t we see  ties on themes, such as plastic mﬂﬂﬂh dust control
the sun clearly? Why doesthe  waste, airpollution, watercon-
airfeelheavytobreathe?The-  servation, dustcontrolandno- and noise poliution
ir questions, simple yet pier- isepollution.Institutions have
cing, reflect a reality that also been directed to submit intoeveryday behaviour:
adults have gradually lear- monthly action reports, along The circular; issued by Di-

ned to overlook. It is this in-

with photographs, documen-

rectorate of Education’s sci-

stinctive curiosity, coupled tingtheactivities. ence branch, mandates parti-
with a growing sense of ur- According to officials, the cipation from govt, aided
gency, that Delhi govt is see- idea is to move beyond textbo-  and private schools alike. It

king to harness through a ye-
ar-long environmental awa-
reness campaign.

Allschools in Delhi have be-
en instructed to implement the
programme during the 2026-27

ok learning. “Students must
become  participants in
change, not just observers,” an
official said, adding that scho-
ols are expected to integrate
environmental responsibility

outlines a structured calen-
dar of activities spread
across the academic year, be-
ginning with campaigns aga-
inst single-use plastic and
culminating in focused dri-

» To create
environmental
awareness among
students

» To involve schools in

~ practices

What It Means
» Students learn by doing

» Schools act as models of

sustainable and eco-friendly

WORKING TOWARDS A CI.EAN FUTURE

- clean and green environments -
> Focus on behavieur change

‘ot ust theoretical knowledge

» Plastic pollutg y

and waste A

management \
>wudlffeand b%di-

N
versity conservation
» Water conservation and
pollution control
» Clean and green
_environment
- » Sustainable practices
zero waste, energy saving.

plantation | Inpomnt Obser\_fanees
" » Earth Day
Major Activities » International Biodiversity Day
> Poster making, S » World Environment Day
es?:tyir:m;gg%n ! » Conservation-related celebrations in
gn?mpeigi’tlons » Akshay Urja Day
» Debates, quizzes and skits | * Ozone Day Sept 16
» Awareness campaignsand | Green Consumer Day Sept 28
cleanliness drives : e — B
» Assembly lectures and Implementation And Reporting
group discussions | > Activities to be cunduitgﬂmroughaut the year
» Plantation drives, compost- | » Monthly reports to be itted by schools
ing and ploggmg » Include proper documentation and photographs of activities

ves on air and noise pollution
during winter.

Schools have been asked to
take practical steps within
campusesas well. These inclu-
de setting up separate bins for
wet and dry waste, promoting
reuse of materials, reducing
energy consumption and dis-
couraging practices such as
littering and burning waste.
Morning assemblies, too, are
expected to carry environ-
mental messages, reinforcing
awareness onadaily basis,

The programme combines
awareness with engagement. .
Students will participate in
poster-making, essay-writing,
debates, quizzes and streetpla-
ys, alongside workshops on
waste management and plan-
tation drives. Key environ-
mental days, such as Earth
Day, World Environment Day
and Ozone Day, will be obser-
ved to deepen understanding
of global challenges.

The initiative also places
emphasis on community par-
ticipation, urging schools to
extend these efforts beyond
campus boundaries. Students
areencouragedto carry these
practices info their homes
and neighbourhoods, whet-
her by discouraging the use
of single-use plastics, promo-
ting waste segregation or
spreading awareness about
water and energy conserva-
tion, Officials noted that such
ripple effects were critical in
a city where environmental
challenges were deeply lin-
ked to everyday behavioun.

Specific seasonal con-
cerns have been built into
the plan. For instance, anti-fi-
recracker campaigns and
awareness on reducing open
burning are scheduled ahead
of winter, when air qualityty-
pically worsens. Similarly,
activities like water sprink-
ling to control dust and
plantation drives are aligned
with local needs.

The emphasis on issues
like dust pollution from const-
ruction, safe disposal of che-
micals and reduction of fire-
crackers reflects Delhi’s speci-
ficenvironmental concerns.

According to officials, by
linking awareness with ac-
tion and accountability thro-
ugh regular reporting, govt
hopes to create a generation
that is equipped to respond to
environmental problems.




The Trdia, by 2o o) 226, Page N

WATI SAXENA
AND SAMPATH
KuMAR

Children’s
skills are best
observed in
natural,
relational
contexts, not
sterile clinical
settings. Early
identification
allows for
low-cost,
home-based
interventions
thatcan
significantly
alter
developmental
trajectories

CRISIS IS unfolding in class-
rooms worldwide. The World
Bank states that neatly 70 per
cent of children in low- and
middle-income countries

(LMIC) cannot read a simple text by age 10,

pointing to deeper failures beyond school-
ing, Literacyis not builtin classrooms alone
but is shaped in early years, reflectingashift
from education to governance, InIndia, this
isreflected in effortstostrengthen platforms
such as Anganwadis. Initiatives like Early

- Childhood Care and Education kits in Uttar

Pradesh signalamovetoembed earlylearn-
ing within frontline systems, recognising
thatfoundational skills must be built well be-
fore children enter school.

Within this broader context, Meghalaya’s
Early Childhood Development (ECD)model
offersan instructive example. Thestate faces
intersecting risks like high maternal mortal-
ity, widespread anaemia among womenand
children, low rural institutional deliveries,
and gapsinantenatal care, compoundedby
poverty, remoteness, and lowtrust in health
systems, Critically, with nearly one-fifth of
its population undersix, early childhood be-
comes central toits development trajectory.
Recognisingtheinterlinked nature of nutri-
tion, health, and developmental delays, it
has adopted a systems-based ECD Mission
thatintegratesservices and prioritises early,
coordinated action to improve long-term
human-capital outcomes

Early childhood development is no
longer viewed as anarrow social-sector con-
cern but as a cornerstone of human capital
formation, equity, and long-term economic
growth. Research from the Harvard Centre
on the Developing Child has shown that
brain development is a cumulative, experi-
ential process that beginsbefore birth and is
most rapid inthe first five years oflife. Neural
circuitsgoverninglanguage, cognition, emo-
tional regulation, and executive functionare
built sequentially, simple connections first,
followed by more complex ones, creating
either a strong ot fragile foundation for life-
long learning, health, and productivity.

Adequate nutrition, responsive caregiv-
ing, protection from toxicstress, and oppor-
tunities for early learning strengthen this
foundation. Conversely, deprivation and
chronicstress disrupt early development. In-
tervening late in this trajectory is inefficient
andinequitable. Global frameworkslikethe

Meghalaya’s response tocrisisin
classroom is worth learning from

Care Framework also emphasise five inte-
tion, responsive caregiving, security and
safety, and opportunities for early learning.
Despites early interventions yielding the
returmnsof any investment acrossthe
life course, in LMICs this remains frag-
mented, reactive, and poorly integrated.
Meghalaya’s Guide for Monitoring
Child Development (GMCD) is designed to
support early identification of develop-
mental delays among children aged 1-42
months. Instead of relying on testing or
rigid checklists, trained frontline workers,
ASHAs, ANMs, Anganwadi workers,
nurses, or paediatricians, engage care-
givers in open-ended dialogue about haw
children play, communicate, move, relate,
and manage simple self-care tasks. Care-
givers are treated as co-observers and ex-
pertson their own children. This approach
reflects a critical insight from developmen-
tal science: Children’s skills are best ob-

- served in natural, relational contexts, not

sterile clinical settings. Early identification
allows for low-cost, home-based interven-
tions that can significantly alter develop-
mental trajectories.

Preliminary data from Meghalaya’s
GMCD rollout is promising. More than 80
percent of assessed childrenshowed novis-
ible developmental delay, while around 12
per cent were identified as needing follow- .
up support, andastmall proportion reflected
uncertainty requiring closer monitoring.

This approach also involves a shift from
top-down service delivery to decentralised
leadership and grassroots agency. Frontline
workers are empowered and communities
areengaged through Village Health Councils
and Self-Help Groups, building sustainable
pathways to improved child outcomes.

This model is effective because it brings
togethet three mutually reinforcing el-
ements within a single governance frame-
work. First, it embeds robust evidence from
neuroscience and developmental research
into routineservice delivery.Second, itinte-
grates health, nutrition, and early learning
systems. Third, it decentralises implemen-
tation. Thisensuresthat early interventions
aretimely, culturallysensitive, and scalable.

Saxena is a public health and development
researcher. Kumaris a senior IAS officer,
currently working on the Early Childhood

~ /6

WHO-UNICEF-World Bank's Nurturing Development (ECD) Mission in Meghalaya
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Figure 1.10: Making vermicompost

Students also learnt to make an organic pesticide, Dashaparnl arka. As the
name suggests it is an organic pesticide made with ten different materials-plant
leaves, cow-dung and cow-urine. They also used locally available plant leaves
like neem, karanj, custard apple, papaya, castor, marigold, lantana, bael, tulsi and
hibiscus. They first removed the leaves from their stem and carefully weighed
200g of leaves. These were added to a bucket of 20L capacity along with 220g
cow-dung and 500ml cow-urine. After adding 15L water to the bucket, they
stirred it and kept it aside for fermentation (30-40 days). Once it was ready, they
used it for spraying in a ratio of 15mL per 1L of water (Figure 1.11).

Figure 1.11: Making organic pesticide

'Kaushal Vikas’ which runs into 248 pages and was made available for sale physically a couple of days
ago. (Photo | Express)

Nation

NCERT launches Class IX vocational education book to
help students make informed career choices

As part of the NEP, a subject on vocational education has been introduced from
Class VI to IX from this academic year, while higher classes will have it from the
next academic year.

S. Lalitha
Updated: 20th Apr, 2026 at 2:45 PM

NEW DELHI: The first vocational education book by the National Council for Educational
Research and Technology (NCERT) for Class IX has a clear objective — to help students
make an informed choice about the profession they would like to pursue before they plunge

into studies related to it or the job.
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As part of the National Education Policy, a subject on vocational education has been
introduced from Class VI to IX from this academic year, while higher classes will have it

from the next academic year.

'Kaushal Vikas’ which runs into 248 pages and was made available for sale physically a
couple of days ago, showcases 27 different professions across its three units. It is to be taught

for 100 hours beginning this academic year.

A senior NCERT official told TNIE, “This book will offer students a guide by educating
them on the options available along with practical exposure. It adheres to the National
Curriculum Framework. It is critical for students as some of them who opt for higher
education or continue studies in Class XI or XII drop out, citing lack of interest or the rigour
of the subjects. By gaining an understanding of any subject at an earlier stage itself, students

will know exactly what they are opting for as a career.”
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Precision Farming, Constructions, Apparel, Tourism and Health Services are the vocations
highlighted extensively, while 21 other professions, including Sheet Metal Work, Plumbing,

Pottery and Furniture Making, have been touched upon.

The official said, “While roughly around 20,000 schools out of the nearly 14 lakh schools in
the country, which are under the Samagra Shiksha (Integrated scheme), teach vocational

education, this is the first time it would be taught as a subject across classes and schools.”

Field visits, guest lectures, interaction with experts would all be incorporated into the

teaching, he added. The book is priced at Rs 175.

Another official said that these books have been released for Class IX so far — English, Hindi,
Sanskrit, Urdu, Science, Arts and Vocational Education. “Mathematics, Social Science and
Individuals who have made a difference are pending and will be released in April only,” he

said
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Clarion India
April 22, 2026

NEW DELHI —The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) on Wednesday issued notices
to the Union Ministry of Education, Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), and Chief
Secretaries of all states and Union Territories (UTs) over allegations that private schools are
prescribing costly textbooks from private publishers in violation of statutory norms.

A Bench presided by NHRC Member Priyank Kanoongo took cognisance of a complaint
alleging that several private schools, including those affiliated with the CBSE, continue to
mandate books published by private entities instead of those prescribed by NCERT or
respective SCERTSs.

According to the complaint, such practices impose an “exorbitant financial burden” on
families as privately published books are significantly more expensive compared to NCERT
textbooks, which are subsidised to ensure affordability.

It further alleged that the trend undermines the objectives of the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, which envisions equitable and inclusive access to education, and violates
Section 29 of the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 20009.

The complainant also highlighted that prescribing multiple textbooks and workbooks
violates the National School Bag Policy, 2020, which regulates the weight of school bags and
restricts the use of additional reference materials.

Taking note of the allegations, the apex rights body said that the claims, if true, prima facie
indicate violations of provisions of the RTE Act, 2009.

Exercising its powers under Section 12 of the Protection of Human Rights Act, 1993, the
NHRC issued notices to the Department of School Education and Literacy Secretary, Union
Ministry of Education, and Chief Secretaries of all states and UTs, directing them to

examine the concerns raised and submit an Action Taken Report (ATR).

The apex human rights body has sought details on whether state governments have issued
directions or circulars to district authorities for monitoring compliance with Section 29 of
the RTE Act, and, if not, to issue appropriate orders ensuring that private schools prescribe
only NCERT/SCERT textbooks at the elementary level.
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private schools.

In cases where no such audits have been carried out, the NHRC has directed authorities to
undertake a school-wise audit of booklists within 30 days and submit findings.

The NHRC has also called for strict implementation of the National School Bag Policy, 2020.
Separately, the Ministry of Education has been asked to issue a clarification regarding the
role of academic authorities such as NCERT and SCERTs in determining school curriculum

and textbooks under Section 29 of the RTE Act.

It has also been asked to clarify whether examination boards have any mandate to

prescribe textbooks at the elementary level.

The NHRC has directed that detailed ATRs, along with supporting documents, be submitted
within stipulated timelines for its perusal. — IANs
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ght on India’s ancient

contribution to maths

AKSHEEV THAKUR

TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
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Highlighting India’s ancient
contributions to mathemati-
cal thought, including foun-

dational developments such

as the concept of
N P e e
new Class IX mathematics
textbook that emphasises
m mtgy’s_ long intellec-
on i 2
eral millennia spamung pev
Pa.?'t 1 of the textbook, titled
Ganita Manjari, highlights
the contributions of Indian
mathematicians and
astronomers such as Brah-
magupta and Aryabhatta,
The book notes that Brah-
magupta formalised the con-
cept and use of zero as well as
negative numbers as algebraic
entities, It further states that

ment of the fourquadrant
Cartesian plane would not have
been possible. The application
of coordinates on the Earth’s
surface, it adds, later became
crucial for navigation.

Referring to Aryabhatta’s

It presents key mathemati-
cal concepts — including
coordinates, probability and
linear polynomials— through
reallife examples, aiming to
ac‘;ﬁibletosmdems;.

rding to the foreword
“Concepts are developed
using multiple representa-

, numeri

algebraic and E!‘al)hlcal—fn];
that students learn to move
ways of thinking about math-
ematical ideas. Visualisation
plays a central role in making
particularly in areas such as

games,  puzzles and
exploratory tasks to foster
computational thinking, log-
ical reasoning and curiosity.

/ NHRG QUESTIONS SCHOOLS OVER

——]—],_,L M (L en i um .‘%q;l;/ 23 %/ %J-a;
4 -

COSTLY PRIVATE TEXTBOOKS

—_

OUR CORRESPONDENT
e National Human
Rights Commission
(NHRC) on
Wednesday issued notices
to the Union Ministry of
Education, the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE),
and Chief Secretaries
of all states and Union published books instead
Territories over allegations  of those recommended by
that private schools are NCERT or SCERTS.
prescribing expensive The complaint states
| textbooks from private this practice places an
publishers in violation of undue financial burden
statutory norms. on families, as private
A Bench led by books are far costlier than
NHRC Member Priyank subsidised NCERT texts.
Kanoongo took cognisance It also alleges the trend
of a complaint claiming undermines the goals of
that several schools, the National Education
including CBSE-affiliated ~ Policy 2020 and violates
Section 29 of the Right to

institutions, continue

to mandate privately Education Act, 2(10@2%
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NCHRT Class 9 maths bools

puts ancint India in focus

ISII'IIIY Maurya
lettersﬂ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A new Class 9 mathe-
textbook by the National

Cmmc[lofEdumnmnl

‘and Training (NCERT) calls the

Sindhu-Sarasvati civilisation the

irst systematic use of grid-based

‘tral longitude meridian in the
“ancient world, and credits the Rig-
veda for setting the stage for the
‘modern number system.

The 196-page textbook titled
‘Ganita Manjari Part 1 - which
“prominently features ancient
‘mathematics techniques and the
fwork of several ancient Indian
_pcholars was released on Tues-

day.

The earlier book only made lim-
‘ited references to ancient India.
- But the new book extensively inte-
“grates Indian Knowledge System
"(TKS) and opens with a verse from
Vedn.r@.lyousha.whk:hmcnrd-
sng to NCERT is “amongst the
am'ldsvm'yoldatansonmm-

'I'he textbook credits ancient
‘Indian mathematician Baudha-
wyana for “laying the foundation of

" lus,” ancient Indian thinker Brah-
magupta “formalised the notion
and use of zero and the negative
numbers as algebraic entities.”

The earlier Class 9 mathematics
textbook cited the Indus Valley

basutras—"manuals of geometri-
cal constructions” - from the Vedic
period used for building ritual
altars. However, the text charac-
terised these developments as
largely “practical oriented” and
“unsystematic”.

The new textbook says “grid-
based thinking” and the geometry
required to define the locations of
points in space “indeed has deep
roots in Bharat™ with first system-
atic use of grids occurring thou-

GANITA MANIARI

LR

The 196-page textbook titled
Ganita Manjari Part 1was
released on Tuesday.

sands of years ago “on a massive
urban scale-in the Sindhu-Saras-
wvati Civilisation, where city streets
were constructed with striking
precision....This was a coordinate
system in practice.” The textbook
states Baudhayana later used East-
Westand North-South lines for his
“deep geometric constructions,
developing the Baudhayana-Py-
thagoras Theorem andﬂlusk!ygl!é
the foundation of coordinate
geometry.”

A paragraphin the same chap-
ter reads, “Ujjayini was described
in the ancient world at least as
earlyas the 4th century BCE in the
early Siddhantas-as the point
marking the central longitude
meridian from which all other
locations were measured..”

The chapter also states that it
would be “impossible” to study
four-quadrant Cartesian planes
without Brahmagupta's work as
he “formalised the notion and use
of zero and the negative numbers
asalgebraic entities”.

The old textbook did not dis-
cuss the discovery of zero. The
new textbook traces the origins of
zero to ancient Indian thought,
noting that the Rigveda “set the
stage for the number system based
on powers of 10.”

It adds that the development of
place value “paved the way” for
“the concept of zero,” described as
“perhaps the most important
mathematical invention.” Con-

with other civilisations
such as Babylonians and Mayans
that used placeholders, the book

—

credits Brahmagupta for trans-
forming the void into a number, a
“monumental leap” influenced by
Indian philosophical traditions.

noting that in the Upanishads and
Buddhist literature, shunyata or

emptiness was a “profound
state” associated with meditation
and stillness. It explains that
shunya (zero) and “zeroness”
reflected the idea of “emptying
one’smind”.

The text adds that this notion of
“nothingness as a concept”
evolved beyond philosophy and
eventually entered mathematics
through the works of Aryabhata
and Brahmagupta. “Thus, the phil-
osophical concept of emptiness
crystallised into the mathematical
Zero,” it says.

While the old textbook briefly
noted the works of Aryabhatta ina
chapter on number systems, the
new textbook states that in 499 CE,
the ancient mathematician pro-
vided a wvalue of
62832’20000=&M16 for mand he
described it as “asanna i.e.,
‘approaching’ or ‘approximate’-a
profound insight suggesting that
the ratio could not be given exactly
as one simple fraction.”

The new textbook states that
Brahmagupta the use of
3.1622 for n which “..become the
dominant approximation in the
Arabworld and medieval Europe
for centuries after.”

The textbook further states
Madhava's formula-given in the
form of an ‘infinite series’ was a
‘tectonic shift for mathematics.’

“By moving from the geometric
cutting of circles to the analytical
summing of numbers, Madhava
birthed the area of mathematics
known as calculus. His infinite
series enabled him to calculate ito
11 decimal places (3.14159265358),
proving that the relationship
between a circle’s circumference
and its diameter was a window
into an entirely new area of mathe-
matics,” the textbook states.

The old textbook had stated,
“The Greek genius Archimedes
was the first to compute digits in
the decimal expansion of rr..”

162

In the foreword, NCERT
director Dinesh Prasad Saklani
wrote, “This textbook also high-
lights the rich history of mathe-
matics in India, spanning thou-
sands of years. By learning about
mathematical developments in
India and across the world, stu-
dents can developa deepersense
of cultural rootedness...”

Aligned with the National Cur-
riculum Framework for School
Education (NCFSE) 2023 and the
National Education Policy (NEP)
2020, the textbook was developed
by a 26-member Textbook Devel-
opment Team (TDT), including
professor Manjul Bhargava of
Princeton University, who also
serves as co-chairperson of the
20-member National Syllabus and
Teaching Learning Material Com-
mittee (NCTC). -

Part 1, comprising eight chap-
ters, will be implemented from the
2026-27 academic session, replac-
ing the earlier Class 9 mathemat-
ics textbook first published in
2006, later reduced from 15 to 12
chapters in 2022-23.

Some experts disagreed with
the textbook’s claims.

Professor SG Dani of UM-DAE
Centre for Excellence in Basic Sci-
ences (CEBS), University of Mum-
bai, said Baudhayana's statement
of the Pythagoras theorem was not
in terms of coordinate systems and
not even in terms of lengths, but

‘rather in terms of areas. “The par-

allel drawn here is therefore quite
phoney,” he said.

Amber Habib, professor of
mathematics at Shiv Nadar Uni-
versity (SNU), Noida, disputed
some claims about Brahmagupta.
“It is wrong to depict Brahma-
gupta as the creator of negative
numbers. Chinese mathemati-
cians were using negative num-
bers to solve systems of linear
equations a thousand years before

_ pta,” he added.

Habib said the work of Mad-

and other scholars wasa key

préx to modern calculus.

“However, it was not the earliest

in thisfield. That dis-

tinction is widely attributed to

Greek mathematician Archime-
des, nearly 16 centuries earlier."

|
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NHRC issues notices to Centre,
States over poor adoption of
NCERT, SCERT textbooks in

private schools

A complaint received by the NHRC had alleged that substitution of
textbooks published by the NCERT or the SCERT with private materials
translates to heavy financial burden on families and violates NEP norms

Published - April 23,2026 11:05 pm IST - New Delhi

@ MAITRI PORECHA

The complaint says that the NEP prescribes weight limits for school bags based on class, and mandates
that no reference book be carried to school. Photo credit: The Hindu

Following allegations that private schools continue to prescribe textbooks from
private publishers instead of those pr« y53 1by the government, a Bench of the
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National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) has issued notices to the Centre and
States to explain if they have conducted any inspection, survey or audits into the
issue.

A complaint received by the NHRC had alleged that substitution of textbooks
published by the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
or the State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT) with private
materials directly translates to exorbitant financial burden on families.

“The NCERT textbooks are priced minimally by design but private publisher books
are sold at much higher prices. This contradicts National Educational Policy (NEP)
2020’s explicit vision of making school education equitable, inclusive and
affordable for all children, particularly those from economically weaker and
disadvantaged backgrounds,” the complaint states.

The complaint further says that the NEP prescribes weight limits for school bags
based on class, and mandates that no reference book be carried to school.
Prescription of multiple textbooks and workbooks from private publishers violates
this rule, it says. Warning of a health risk to children through excessive school bag
weight, it further alleges that the non-compliance of Section 29 under the Right to
Education Act has created a two-tier education system -- one governed by NCERT
curriculum and the other by the commercial interests of private publishers.

The NHRC has issued notices to Chief Secretaries of all States, Administrators of
all Union Territories, and the Secretary, Department of School Education and
Literacy, Union Education Ministry, seeking an inquiry into concerns highlighted
in the complaint and an action-taken reports to the commission.

The NHRC further noted that differences in textbooks and curriculum based solely
on whether a school is privately or government-run amount to academic
discrimination.

The NHRC notice asks “if the State government has issued any direction, circular,
or government order to District Magistrates (DMs), District Education Officers,

Block Education Officers for monitoring private schools’ compliance with Section
164



29 of RTE Act”. If yes, copies of all such orders and circulars shall be enclosed, it
says.

It further says, “If no such direction has been issued, an order may be issued to the
DMs to ensure that all private schools within the State prescribe only
NCERT/SCERT books at the elementary level, with specific penal consequences
under Section 18 of the RTE Act.”

The NHRC has also asked the Centre and States to furnish the number of children
enrolled in government schools and private schools from pre-primary to Class 8 for
the academic year 2025-26. Additionally, the NHRC has sought proportional data
comparing the number of books published by the SCERT with the number of
students enrolled in both private and government schools.

The human rights watchdog has also asked “whether any inspection, survey or
audit of school booklists has been conducted by the State, SCERT or DEOs to
assess the extent of non-NCERT/SCERT book prescription and if so to submit the
findings thereof”.

“If no, conduct a school-wise audit of booklists for the current academic year
within 30 days and submit findings to state education department for further
submission to the Commission,” the notice instructed.

Furthermore, a notice has also been issued to the Education Ministry, seeking
clarification on the issue of examination boards (such as the Central Board of
Secondary Education or State boards) prescribing curricula up to Class 8 that differ
from those defined by the designated academic authority (NCERT/SCERT).

Published - April 23,2026 11:05 pm IST

In Case You Missed It
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Following allegations that
private schools continue to
prescribe textbooks from
private publishers instead
of those prescribed by the
government, a Bench of
the National Human Rights

Commission (NHRC) hasis- -

sued notices to the Centre
and States asking if they
" have conducted any in-
spection, survey or audits
into the issue.
A complaint received by
the HRC had alleged that
tution of textbooks
lished by the National
Gour'lcil of Educational Re-
search and  Training
(NCERT) or the State Coun-
cil of Educational Research

ant cial bur-
den/on fami 3
“The N :teicﬁ_)mks
are priced mini
design but pmate publish-

NHRC issues notice
poor adoptlon of NC

“rence book be darried to

The complaint has sought
school-wise audit of book lists
for the current academic year.

er books are sold at much
higher prices. This con-
tradicts National Educa-
tional Policy (NEP) 2020’s
explicit vision of making

school education equita-

ble, inclusive and afforda-
ble for all children,” the
complaint says.

The complaint further
says that the NEP pre-

~ scribes weight limits for
j school based o c]ass,

tes that

‘books

school. Prescription of
multiple textbooks and

workbooks from private

publishers violates this
norm, it-says. It further al-
Jeges that the non-com-
pliance of Section 29 un-
der the Right to Education
Act has created a two-tier
education system — one go-
verned by NCERT curricu-
lum and the other by the
commercial interests of
private publishers. 2
The NHRC has issued
notices to Chief Secretaries
of all States, Administra-
tors of all Union Territo-
ries, and the Secretary, De-

partment  of  School
Education and Literacy,
Union ion Ministry,

seeking an inquiry into
concerns highlighted in
the complaint and action-
taken reports to the
commission.

The NHRC further noted
that differences in text-
and curriculum

laint alleges
textbooks

'basedsolalyonwhethera

school is privately or go-
vernment-run amount to
academic discrimination.
The NHRC notice asks
“if the State has issued any
direction, ci , O g0~
vernment order Lo District
Magistrates (DMs), District
Education Officers, Block
Education = Officers for
monitoring private |

" schools’ compliance with

Secnogzsgaf RTE Act”
It further says, “If no

'j:such direction has been is-
‘sued, an order may be is-

sued to the DMs to ensure
that all private schools

- within the State prescribe

* only NCERT/SCERT books
at the elementary level.”.
The watchdoghas
also asked for “a school-
wise audit of booklists for
the current academic year
within 30 days” and sub-
mission of findings “to the
State Education Depart-
ment for further submis-
sion to the Commission”.
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2nd CBSE Class 10 exams to begin from May 15

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Central Board
-of Secondary Education (CBSE)

on Thursday announced the
schedule for the second board
examinations for Class-10, to be
held from May 15 to May 21.
According to the datesheet
issued by the CBSE, the exami-

- nation cycle will begin with the

mathematm (standard and
basic) pa er on May 15, fol-
owed b

literature} on May 16.
The science examination will

be conducted on May18.
A cluster of language and
elective subjects, including
Hindi, Urdu, Pun}abi. Bgngla

Tamil, Telugu, Marathi,
and several f
has been schedul or ylﬂ

The last exam is scheduled for
Maym;mrdingtoﬂm HT

The other subjects lined up on
the same day inelude home sci-
ence and select vocational
courses.

On May 20, students will
appear for Sar&:lu‘lt, painting,
information |technology and
artificial intelligence papers,
followed by gocial science, the
last exam, or{May 21. The date-

sheet was issued by the control-
ler of examinations, Sanyam
Bhardwaj, a week after the CBSE
declared the results of the first
edition of the Class-10 board
exams on April 15.

“The details on the number of
students sitting for these exami-
nations will be announced on
Friday. Admit cards for class 10
second board exams will be
uploaded on the official website
soon,” a CBSE official said.

Starting 2026, the CBSE is
holding Class-10 board exams
twice a year. Only students who
appeared in the first main beard
exam are eligible to appear for
the second exam to improve
their performance in any of the

three subjects out of science,

mathematics, social scienceand
languages. Final results will be
declared after the second board
examinations.
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NHRC notices to CBSE,
govt on costly pvt books

Sanjay Maurya

leﬂ!ﬁma' ntimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) has
issued notices to the Union minis-
try of education, Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE), and
all states and Union Territories
(UTs) over allegations that private
schools prescribe

costly textbooks
from private publishers, calling for
a detailed Action Taken Report
(ATR)in thematter
Acting on a complaint dated
April 9 filed by Namo Foundation,
anon-profit company, NHRC said
the issue raises concerns about the
“financial burden” on parentsand

possible denial of equitable access
to education.

The complaint was discussed
before a bench headed by NHRC
member Pri Kanoongo. On
April 15, NHRC issued a notice
directing chief secretaries of all
states and UT administrators to
submurespom&smthin 30 days.

Act or RTE Act 2005 noting that
under Section 29 of the law, curric-
ulum and textbooks are to be laid
down by designated academic
authorities such as NCERT and
SCERT. The Ministry of Education

hasbeen given 15 daystorespond.
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Real equity gap in higher education

B -
Uity in higher education instirutions is more

ymplaint-rese

. - ALt UL constrained by gaps in representation in
A mm‘d}‘fﬂ - ] — __[“_ ___p,_' ‘__--—C!.]]
mination and cv lution mechanisms, but do not adequately address ¢

o Y

plovment than in admissions: the UGC regulations focus

hese structural gaps

According 1o data submitted by
. the UGC to a parliamentary
panel and the Supreme Court.
378 complaints were reparted
by Equal Opportunity Cells and
SC/ST Cells in 2023-24 across.
704 universities and 1,553
colleges. GETTY MAGES
he new Universiy Granes An uneven ladder T T
mmission (Promoton of | loyment lags behi oy
Equity in Higher Education | e Limmd;‘: mgﬁmmw oo ‘ i e
Institutions (HEIs)) Regulations, | discrminatian and crime. e
2026, have sparked considerable debate  yuus, 1. . T
and protests within academic circles and o g S o aching teaching sofl ol e T
d | and admissions n 2023-24 Cnmeagainst | Others | 12960
among the general public, both in Mon-teaching staff sc | sT | osc ST Tsest | wa
support of and in oppesition. Although Group A BT RETEETE [ others | Na
the Supreme Court has stayed their Group B 5 W7 | 52 |11 S i
mpdu:ncgt;z;n. Ht:uhseMng that they aﬁe GowpC 105 | 62 | 144 ishan i | ol
vague and potentially open to misuse, Teaching sall sc | ST cnmeaglng
aus;ll;:ﬂh:lijstrmsed_.-zm:ml important Professor ~ e[ 22 : o o L% | e
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First, compared to the constiutionally
mandated reservations for SC (15%), 5T
(7.5%), and OBCs (27%), the share of these
social groups across all levels of teaching

and non-teaching jobs is lower. Second,

this gap is larger at higher levels of
employment than at lower levels. Third,
unlike in employment, representation in
admissions at all levels (UG, PG, M.Phil,
and Ph.D.) for all social groups is more or
less close to the reservation mandated by
the Constitution. Fourth, encouragingly,
ST representation in admissions is 1.5 to
2.7 times higher than the mandated level,
except at the undergraduate level, where
1t is slightly lower.

Overall, this suggests that, at the macro
level, inequity is more of @ problem in
employment than in admissions.

It is worth noting that gaps In
adinissions can be flled within a year, but
the same is not true for employment.
Even with the strict implementation of
reservations, bridging this gap will lake
inany years, as it depends on the
retirement of employees who were
appointed when reservations were not
properly implemented.

Data on discrimination in HEIs
Comprehensive dita on

diserimnation related complaints across
4l social groups in HELS §s not available,
Jumiting objecuve and comparable
Snlveis. However, according o dala
subpatred by e UGE t & parliamentary
paned and the Supreme Court, 378
complainis wete reported by Equal
Ogpat tunity Cells (ROCs) and SC/5T Cells
i 2102 424 acrons T4 universities and
1LER A cralleeprea

Cinie o beeakdown of FOE complamts

complaints are caste-based, the total
number of such cases amounts to
approximately 3.7 per one lakh students
and about 0.16 per instituton (assuming
an average enrolment of 4,000 students
per HET). Moreover, the disposal rate for
complaints related to SC/ST issues was as

| high as 90%, an important and often

l overlooked point,

| NCRB data on caste-based crimes

| Data on crimes against 5Cs and STs are

| published by the NCRB, which classifies

| all crimes committed against these groups

| by “Others" as caste-based crimes, which
is not accurate. Moreover, the NCRE
reports only those crimes agalnst SCs and
5Ts commutted by individuals outside

| these communities. It does not provide
disaggregated data on crimes occurring

| within SC and 5T communities, as well as
comparable data for other social groups.

' This limits the scope of comparative
analysis.

According to NCRB dara for 2023,

| crimes against SCs and STs commitied by
“Oihers” account for about 0.9% and

' 0.2% of wial recorded crimes,
respectively. However, given the

| limitations of te available data, it may be

| assumed that the distribution of crimes.

| commined against different soclal groups

| broadly reflects their share in the

| population.

Assuming that crime distribution
Dbroadly reflects population shares, 5Cs
(16,620 and STs (8.6%) would account for
16.6 and B.6 crimes ot of every 100,
respectively, with the remalning 748
artributed o Others,

It follows from this proportional
exercise that the hkelthood of a person

share of crimes against SC and ST exceeds

their populaton share, any such excess

| would necessarily be reflected in crimes
within SC/ST communities,

since the share of crimes committed by

Others is already-known and fixed.

| Issueof underreporting

An important caveal is the
underreporting of crimes, especially
against SC and ST, by Others. However,
even il one assumes, purely
hypothetically, that the actual number of
such crimes Is 100 times the reported
figure {an extremely high multiplier), the
likelihood of crimes against SC and 5T
committed by members of their own

| communities would still be 3.2 and 14.3

| times higher, respectively, than those
committed by Others.

Moreover, chargesheeting rates in
cases involving crimes against 5C and 5T
| ate B1.2% and 79.5%, respectively,
| compared to an overall average of T2.7%.
| This suggests comparatively stronger I
| procedural follow-through in cases
| involving crimes against SC and ST than in |
| Others,
| These results are not sUrprising, as
crimes tend to occur among individuals in
close social and geographic proximity. |
Conversely, a very low crime rate against |
a particular socal group, compared to the
awverage, may indicate social segregation
| rather thian liarmony.

Problems with the regulations

“The regulations suller from three major
shortcomings. First, the analysls suggests
I |lT_|iz] primary challenge in HELS lies in
 adhi -\Q\g equity in employment

| particulaely at leadership levels - rather

to “promotion of equity”™ and the
preamble emphasises both equiry and
eradication of discrimination, the

operative provisions, particularly poimis4.

(Dury 10 Fromote Equity), 6 (Bquity
Helpline), and 7 (Measures for Promotion
of Equity}, are confined largely to the
latter. Third, the regulations appear to
assume the complete elimination of
crimes based on identities. While
desirable, this is unrealistic without a
broader reducton in overall crime.

Overly stringent measures may even risk
reinforcing social segregation.

What can be done?

Efforts should focus on promoring equity
by increasing the representation of
reserved categories in employment in
HELs, especially at higher levels, while
fostering integration across social groups.
Over time, growing inferactions may lead
the rate of crime against SC/ST to
converge with the average crime rate,
wlich could ininally result in some
increase in reported cases against SC/ST.
Therefore, reducing the general crime
rate, rather than addressing enimes in
solation, is essential for strengthening

! social cohesion and bullding a mare

inclhusive environment.
Since HEls shape societal values, the
UGC should promote measures that foster

| mutual respect and understanding, while

curbing student politics that encourage
factionalism and teach young minds w
exploit every opportunity [or narrow or
petty gans

(Anish Gupta teaches Economics ai the
Delin Scheol of Ecoromics. The authar
acknosledges the inputs recetved from
Prerona Barueh of IEDS, Noida)
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MCERT Class 9 New Textbooks
Now Available Online!

Soft coples of Class 9 textbooks are now
accessible on the official NCERT website.
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Books:
Science
Exploration
(English varsion)
Mathematios

Ganita Manjari
(Englizh version)
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Summary

The National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has made digital copies of Class 9
textbooks available.

Students across the country can now access and

download their essential study materials directly
from ncert.nic.in without any cost.

m. Ad removed. Details
(4 171 ey

HORSE
RACING


https://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph/news/ncert-releases-free-class-9-textbooks-online-at-official-website-download-pdfs-now/cid/2157555
https://twitter.com/share?url=http://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph/news/ncert-releases-free-class-9-textbooks-online-at-official-website-download-pdfs-now/cid/2157555&text=NCERT%20Releases%20Free%20Class%209%20Textbooks%20Online%20at%20Official%20Website;%20Download%20PDFs%20Now
https://api.whatsapp.com/send?text=NCERT%20Releases%20Free%20Class%209%20Textbooks%20Online%20at%20Official%20Website;%20Download%20PDFs%20Now%20http://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph/news/ncert-releases-free-class-9-textbooks-online-at-official-website-download-pdfs-now/cid/2157555
https://www.linkedin.com/sharing/share-offsite/?url=http://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph/news/ncert-releases-free-class-9-textbooks-online-at-official-website-download-pdfs-now/cid/2157555
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv7rSaxzlkxocS8VyWoXNUlxwemYmgIwQvq1hcY70UV69GjMAyYNkF4Ebia1XDtzbKtyNdCN_0mQv_hYbeDcE3oTSnUFFDulGJv-T8mTtHdtlpZLpM0gdW0bG0tivDrTPpQs-QUcrB4dl2O65ldEZnmmnwOBj22Psmy5UXJQuXVREcvIWtWy4TOmVbvmrAigFKtRep8c7IL-XUwuZzTDxV0tScRdsl8Y-z0VD-Mb4TLkS2KqqrXJYhETdh_xOUD6xBd3px4FGTH4wfR2d2uZlid-gqRtINncaWE2dZkZJnqasPOJf7hgGBIjoaAIrcB4NQtpYZKtBgPfhQ0YoK8Y_739Vwk97GJh_FCxlQuTbMVgIyEetmxlxAPIsp5pAlU1-2ZrVkOS4boQ7_YTPtVvBbDsApQ5Fi_GZpiQvZf67NHsWlEdfAmOkZc&sai=AMfl-YSDOIc0djWsltMBeqY-pkUVAKldhPjr67m3LUia2E3-_5H0AYLKIr0gyGgQsJdqsIu7UyNlD09Hd4gWUDdFntQ-huzzPWRwvXuBdJe09svjBB9nEI7vbcVXMjxSbxuHvY_MY_9m4OYty-j2As5jG03CqJj-ow7yCeII7gC8WW49cBMDBNs-ByQZoRxqGVDNW1poJHAYPH5WYBL-5AfGzFhHAXZfDLASwmShaTmozE2nL9tT4r6GS6tuya0oa5eADupxph-Hy22wulEWwYjdgazDCRk2s3hWpFKj2l7To3LHXMIKTNykS2zn27sQO3Q2p0E58S5MLFobHhDNLA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHZNqosjGymp&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.davaindia.com/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)
https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjsv7rSaxzlkxocS8VyWoXNUlxwemYmgIwQvq1hcY70UV69GjMAyYNkF4Ebia1XDtzbKtyNdCN_0mQv_hYbeDcE3oTSnUFFDulGJv-T8mTtHdtlpZLpM0gdW0bG0tivDrTPpQs-QUcrB4dl2O65ldEZnmmnwOBj22Psmy5UXJQuXVREcvIWtWy4TOmVbvmrAigFKtRep8c7IL-XUwuZzTDxV0tScRdsl8Y-z0VD-Mb4TLkS2KqqrXJYhETdh_xOUD6xBd3px4FGTH4wfR2d2uZlid-gqRtINncaWE2dZkZJnqasPOJf7hgGBIjoaAIrcB4NQtpYZKtBgPfhQ0YoK8Y_739Vwk97GJh_FCxlQuTbMVgIyEetmxlxAPIsp5pAlU1-2ZrVkOS4boQ7_YTPtVvBbDsApQ5Fi_GZpiQvZf67NHsWlEdfAmOkZc&sai=AMfl-YSDOIc0djWsltMBeqY-pkUVAKldhPjr67m3LUia2E3-_5H0AYLKIr0gyGgQsJdqsIu7UyNlD09Hd4gWUDdFntQ-huzzPWRwvXuBdJe09svjBB9nEI7vbcVXMjxSbxuHvY_MY_9m4OYty-j2As5jG03CqJj-ow7yCeII7gC8WW49cBMDBNs-ByQZoRxqGVDNW1poJHAYPH5WYBL-5AfGzFhHAXZfDLASwmShaTmozE2nL9tT4r6GS6tuya0oa5eADupxph-Hy22wulEWwYjdgazDCRk2s3hWpFKj2l7To3LHXMIKTNykS2zn27sQO3Q2p0E58S5MLFobHhDNLA&sig=Cg0ArKJSzHZNqosjGymp&fbs_aeid=%5Bgw_fbsaeid%5D&adurl=https://www.davaindia.com/&nx=CLICK_X&ny=CLICK_Y&uap=UACH(platform)&uapv=UACH(platformVersion)&uaa=UACH(architecture)&uam=UACH(model)&uafv=UACH(uaFullVersion)&uab=UACH(bitness)&uaw=UACH(wow64)&uafvl=UACH(fullVersionList)
https://www.telegraphindia.com/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/my-kolkata
https://www.telegraphindia.com/edugraph
https://www.telegraphindia.com/sports/horse-racing/

Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has made
digital copies of Class 9 textbooks available for free on
its official website. Students across the country can now
access and download their essential study materials
directly from ncert.nic.in without any cost.

The announcement was shared through NCERT’s official
handle on X, confirming that textbooks for several core
subjects have been uploaded in digital format. This
initiative is expected to benefit a large number of
students, particularly those in remote and underserved
regions where access to physical textbooks may be
limited or delayed.

The textbooks currently available online cover key
subjects such as English, Mathematics, Science, and
Sanskrit. Some of the major titles include Kaveri for
English, Ganita Manjari for Mathematics, Exploration for
Science, and Sharada for Sanskrit. These books are
aligned with the latest academic curriculum and are
designed to support students preparing for their Class 9
examinations.
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To access the materials, students need to visit the
official NCERT website and navigate to the “Textbooks”
section on the homepage. After selecting Class 9, they
can choose their subject of interest and download the
books either as complete PDFs or chapter-wise files. The
website also provides direct links to individual textbooks,
making the download process quick and user-friendly.
NCERT has urged students to rely only on its official
website for downloading these resources.

Find the direct download link here.
Last updated on 24 Apr 2026 @ 10:12 AM
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6.69 lakh students
register to appear for
second set of CBSE
Class 10 exams in May

Express News Service
New Delhi, April 24

AROUND 6.69 LAKH students
or27%ofthose who appeared in
the CBSE's first round of Class
10 board exam have registered
for the second set of exams
scheduled to be conducted in
May. This is the first time that
the Board is offering a second
set of exams for students toim-
provetheir performance.

Of the 6.69 lakh students,
5.261akh have opted to improve
their performance, while 85,285
haveregistered in the ‘compart-
ment’ category after they did
notclearone or two subjects in
the mainexam. The remaining
57914 students have registered
for both improvement and
compartment categories. This
means that besides re-appear-
ing forthe exams in thesubjects
they have not cleared, they will
alsowrite the papers of subjects
they have passed but want to
better their scoresin. This time,
studentswere given the option
of improving their perform-
ance in a maximum of three
subjects out of science, social
science, math, and languages.
Around193lakhstudentshave
registered to write the exam in
one subject, 2.79 lakh students
for two subjects, and 1.97 lakh
students for three subjects.

The highest number of regis-
trations for the second exam is
forsciencewith around 4,74 lakh
studentsregistering forit. Thisis
followed by themath (standard)
paperforwhicharound3.69lakh
students have registered, the
math (basic) paper forwhich 1.79
lakh students have registered,
social scienceforwhich1.551akh
students have registered, and

Englishlanguageand literature,
+, which has recorded 98,536 reg-
istrations. The CBSE offersmath
at two levels in Class 10 — stan-
dard and basic. Around 24.72

Improvement

The Board’s decision to offer
two exams isin theline with
the National Education Pol-
icy (NEP)2020, which states
that to “eliminate” the high
stakes aspect ofboard
exams, all students will be
allowed to take these exams
onupto twooccasionsdur-
ing any given school year —
one main examand another
forimprovement.

lakh students, 13.85 lakh boys
and10.87lakhgirls, appeared for
the main exam in February and
March. The Board recorded a
pass percentage of 93.7% in the
results declared last week.

Thesecond set of exams will
beheld from May15-21. A Board
official said that the second set
of exams will be conducted in
fewer centres compared to the
mainone, The Board's decision
to offer two exams is in the line
with the NEP2020, whichstates
that to “eliminate” the high
stakesaspect ofboard exams, all
students will be allowed to write
these exams on up to two occa-
sions during any given school
year — one main exam and
another for improvement.

To be able to accommodate
two exams, the Board con-
ducted the Class 10 exams over
23 days this year, compared to
34 in 2025. Results were de-
clared on April 15, closeto a
month earlier than last year's
result announcement. Results
for the second exam are likely
in June. For students who are
writing a paper for improve=
ment, the best score out of the
two exams will be considered.
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GANITA MANJARI

Textbook of Mathematics for Grade 9

Twitter, Wikipedia

NEWS (HTTPS://THELOGICALINDIAN.COM/CATEGORY[THE-LOGICAL-INDIAN/)

NCERT Rolls Out ‘Ganit Manjari’ For Class 9, Focuses On
Conceptual Maths Under NEP

A new NCERT Class 9 maths textbook blends history, real-life applications and inquiry-based learning to reduce
rote methods.
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T==\lational Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has introduced a new Grade 9 Mathematics

Sesttiaok, Ganit Manjari, for the 2026-27 academic session, marking a major shift in how the subject is taught in Indian
schools. Developed in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 and National Curriculum Framework (NCF) 2023,
the book blends historical insights, philosophical reflections and real-life applications to promote conceptual
understanding over rote learning.

Officials say the aim is to reduce fear around mathematics and encourage critical thinking, while educators and
parents have responded with cautious optimism, noting that successful implementation will depend on teacher
preparedness and classroom adaptation. The rollout is ongoing, with early feedback expected to shape future revisions.

A Reimagined Approach To Learning Mathematics

® i NCERT's Ganit Manjari represents a clear departure from

conventional textbooks by restructuring lessons into fewer,

concept-driven modules that prioritise inquiry-based learning.

Instead of introducing formulas first, many chapters begin with

VI ew questions and exploratory activities, prompting students to think

through problems and discover solutions independently

(https:/ /www.ndtv.com/education/ncert-releases-new-class-9-
File size: 2.4MB. OS: Win maths-textbook-ganit-manjari-rooted-in-indias-mathematical-

heritage-11402381).

The book also incorporates references to the history of
C mathematics, including contributions from ancient Indian scholars,

alongside philosophical reflections that encourage students to
engage more deeply with the subject. Real-world applications
ranging from patterns in daily life to practical uses of
measurement and data are woven throughout the content to make mathematics more relatable.

According to NCERT officials, the objective is to move students away from memorisation and towards understanding the
logic behind mathematical concepts. However, some educators have pointed out that this shift may require additional
teacher training and new classroom strategies to be effective.

Aligned With NEP 2020 And Broader Curriculum Reforms

The introduction of Ganit Manjari is part of a wider transformation in India’s school education system guided by NEP
2020 and NCF 2023. These frameworks advocate competency-based education, interdisciplinary learning, and a
reduced curriculum load to ease academic pressure on students. Reflecting these principles, the new textbook
reorganises topics across algebra, geometry, statistics and probability, presenting them in a more integrated and
application-oriented manner.

Some topics have been streamlined or re-sequenced to strengthen conceptual clarity and avoid redundancy. The
reform also comes amid broader discussions around NCERT'’s recent textbook revisions across subjects, many of which
have sparked debate among educators, policymakers and the public. While supporters view the changes as a
progressive step towards modernising education, critics emphasise the need for clarity, inclusivity and robust teacher
support to ensure that reforms translate effectively in classrooms.
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The Logical Indian’s Perspective

Reimagining how mathematics is taught can play a crucial role in

v shaping a generation of confident and curious learners. By
connecting numbers to stories, history and real-life contexts, Ganit
Manjari has the potential to make classrooms more inclusive and
A less intimidating for students who have traditionally struggled with
(https://thelogicalindian.com) the subject.
Home
(https://[thelogicalindian.com) However, meaningful reform goes beyond textbooks it requires
Miew sustained investment in teacher training, open dialogue with
17 stakeholders and continuous feedback from classrooms across
Sections diverse regions. A thoughtful and inclusive rollout could transform
File size: 2.4M| not just how students learn mathematics, but how they perceive it.

Can this new approach truly make mathematics more accessible
and engaging for all students or will gaps in implementation limit
its promise?

Also Read: “Cannot Put Democracy In Jeopardy”: Supreme Court Pulls Up Mamata Banerjee Over I-PAC Raid

Interference (https:/[thelogicalindian.com/cannot-put-democracy-in-jeopardy-supreme-court-pulls-up-
mamata-banerjee-over-i-pac-raid-interference/)
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NCERT makes Class 9 textbooks available online
amid shortage in markets

TOI Education | Apr 26, 2026, 01.24 PM IST
NCERT Class 9 textbooks: The National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has announced through a post on
X that Class 9 textbooks are now available online, offering students
access to digital versions through its official website. The move
comes at a time when several regions across India are reporting
shortages of newly introduced textbooks in the open market.
Reports indicate that the unavailability of printed books has
begun to affect the academic calendar, with students facing
delays in starting their coursework. While the online release is
expected to ease access for some, concerns remain for those in

m 090 SANSKRIT - SHARADA remote areas where internet connectivity continues to be
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available now on NCERT website

inconsistent.

Textbooks released online through official portal

According to NCERT, soft copies of the Class 9 textbooks can now be accessed on its official website. The available
titles include:

0902 — Sanskrit: Sharada

0903 - English: KaveriO904 — Mathematics: Ganita Manjari (English version)

0906 — Science: Exploration (English version)

0901 - Ganga — Hindi 179



https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?ihsh1=0-16
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iebe1=0-8
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iemh1=0-8
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iesc1=0-13
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?ihga1=0-12
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?ihsh1=0-16
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iebe1=0-8
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iemh1=0-8
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iesc1=0-13
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?ihga1=0-12

4901 -Jamuna - Urdu
0918 — Khel Praveen - Physical Education and Well-being

The council has stated that students can access these digital textbooks anytime, aiming to make learning more
flexible and uninterrupted. For assistance, NCERT has also provided an IVRS helpline number: 8800440559.

Reports of shortages disrupt academic schedules

Despite the digital rollout, reports from multiple states suggest that the printed versions of the newly introduced
books are not yet widely available in bookstores. This has led to disruptions in classroom teaching and delays in
lesson plans.

A teacher from a government school in Uttar Pradesh, speaking on condition of anonymity, told TOI Education,
“We have received the updated syllabus, but without textbooks, it is difficult to begin structured teaching. Many
students are waiting for physical copies.”

Similarly, a private school teacher in Maharashtra said, “The online books are helpful, but not all students have
regular access to devices. It creates an uneven situation in classrooms.”

Students highlight access challenges in remote areas

Students have also reported difficulties in accessing the digital material, particularly in regions with limited
internet connectivity. A Class 9 student from a rural area in Bihar said, “We were told the books are online, but
internet access is a problem here. Downloading full books is not easy.”

Another student from Rajasthan noted, “Some of us are sharing PDFs through mobile phones, but it is not the
same as having a book to study from regularly.”

Adding to these concerns, Debanshi Basu, a Class 9 stuc%l%wt in a South Delhi school, pointed out the difficulty in


https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iuju1=0-15
https://ncert.nic.in/textbook.php?iehp1=0-6

obtaining physical copies even in urban areas, saying, “No class 9 NCERT books are available yet in the book
stores. The books are only available in the NCERT campus and some online platforms/websites. But the books
there get sold out very quickly so we are not able to buy them. Also, prices are very high in the online
platforms/websites.”

Digital access offers partial relief

While the online availability is expected to provide immediate support to students with internet access,
stakeholders say it cannot fully replace the need for printed textbooks, especially in areas where digital
infrastructure remains limited.

A school principal in Delhi, requesting anonymity, said, “The initiative ensures that studies do not come to a
complete halt. However, for long-term learning, physical books are still essential for many students.”

NCERT has stated that students and teachers can continue to raise queries through the helpline or official
communication channels as the distribution of printed textbooks progresses.
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Information a.sjﬂnmetry in higher education

very admission season in |

India feels like a
marketplace of
promises. Brochures
look impressive and websites
highlight success stories. Yet, even
* then, students are making some of
the most important decisions of
their life with limited and uneven
information, ;
India’s higher education system
# has expanded rapidly; enrolment
increased from 3.42 crore in
2014-15 to 4.33 crore in 2021-22.
¥ The Gross Enrolment Ratio has
also improved. The higher
5 &ducation landscape has enlarged
from standalone degrees to :
multidisciplinary ones, and that
s too of various management
categories. However, expansion
has made choices more complex.

Making the right choice
Students and families often face
trade-offs between cost, quality,
and location when choosing an
institution. The core problem is
that institutions know far more
-about their quality than students
do. They have detailed knowledge
about their faculty,
teaching-learning processes,
infrastructure, student support
systems and placement outcomes.
In contrast, students depend on
brochures, advertisements,
informal advice, and selective
placement data. Much of this
available information is
incomplete or unverifiable. In
economics, this situation is called
information asymmetry. When
one party has more information
than the other, decision-making
becomes distorted. George
Akerlof’s idea of the “market for
lemons” explains how, in such
situations, lower-quality providers
can imitate the signals of
higher-quality ones. In higher
education, this means that
institutions offering weaker
academic quality can still appear
attractive through marketing,
branding, or selective disclosure.

Sahoo

is associated with the
National Council for
Teacher Education.
Views are personal

Institutional
websites,

rankings, data
portals, and

social media

may offer vast ..

As a result, students may endup,. |

choosing institutions that do not

meet their expeectations.
taneously, good institutions

information, but
| better

‘ information

may not be able to distinguish
themselves clearly, This creates a
situation of adverse selection,
where the market does not reward
quality effectively.

The problem is not just about
individual choices. It has wider
implications. It affects graduate
outcomes, employability, and
trust in the education system. It
also has implications for achieving
national goals such as the SDG-4
(ensuring inclusive and quality
education) by 2030 and Viksit
Bharat by 2047 with a skilled and
employable workforce.

Overload of information
One may argue that there is now
more information available than
ever before. However, institutional
websites, rankings, data portals,
and social media may offer vast
information, but not necessarily
better information. |
" A large part of the data available
is self-reported and often
promotional. Definitions of
indicators such as faculty strength,
research output, and placement
loutcomes vary across institutions.
Some rankings use methods that
are not fully transparent. For
students and families, this creates
confusion. In such situations,
students tend to rely on visible
signals such as brand name,
campus infrastructure, or fees.
These signals are easy to observe
but they do not always reflect
academic quality. When these
signals dominate decision-making,
institutions may focus more on
visibility than on improving
provisions related to
teaching-learning processes. This
is where public ranking
frameworks and verified data
portals become important.
India’s National Institutional
“Ranking Framework (NIRF),
introduced in 2016, is one such
effort to standardise information.
It uses a common set of indicators
such as teaching and learning
, fesearch output,
graduation outcomes, outreach,
and perception. equi
institutions to disclosé data ina
structured format, thie value of

183

. choosing?

which lies in comparability. When'
institutions report data using
common definitions and formats,
it becomes easier for students to
make informed choices. Similarly,
centralised data portals that
provide verified information on
enrolment, accreditation, and
faculty strength can reduce
dependence on informal and
unreliable sources.

-,

Room for improvement

These tools also have limitations.
Rankings depend on how
indicators are selected and
weighted. If too much importance
is given to easily measurable
factors, institutions may try to
improve scores rather than actual
quality. Many important aspects of
education, such as classroom
experience, mentoring, and
work-integrated learning, are
difficult to measure. There is also a
risk of over-interpreting ranks,
Differences between institutions
may be small, but ranks can create
the perception of large gaps. This
is why rank bands and
methodological transparency are
important. Despite these
limitations, the absence of
credible public information would
be far worse. Without verified
data, students would continue to
rely on biased information.
Information asymmetry would
remain high, and poor-quality
signalling would persist.

If India aims to build a strong
and inclusive higher education
system, information systems must
be a priority. This includes better
data verification, clearer :
definitions, transparent
methodologies, accessible
platforms and appropriate
visualisation. For students, this is
about making informed choices.
For institutions, it is about
credibility and accountability: The
key question is simple: can
students choose well if they
cannot clearly see wh

market will contin le to reward not
only guality, but also the ability to
present quality convincingly.

—




The T“"“% ﬁndjq,f tducad’ on F—E‘mr fage No-2 37 Mhl‘a

Ganuﬁed skills make leammg more active, structured and meanmgful
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ot long ago, a typical
classroom looked like
this: a teacher explai-

i . ning from the front, students

copying notes, and leaming
measured by how well ans-
wers were reproduced in ex-
ams. It was a system desig-
ned around content and me-
moryrather thanaconventio-
nal application. But today,
that same student lives in a
completely different world.
They interact with apps, re-
ceive instant feedback, and
solve problems in real time.
But while the world around
them has evolved, the way
they are taught in many
classrooms has not kept pa-
ce. Students are still expec-
ted to sit, listen, memorise,
and repeat.

Oneofthebxggamshimhap-
pening in education today is
the move from content-based
learning to si:ﬂl—based lear-

ward what they can do with
that knowledge. However,
simply adding ‘skills' to‘;h.e
curriculum is not enough.
The way these skills are
taught matters just as much
as what is taught. This is
where a change in learning
methods becomes essential.

Gamified skill learning is
not about turning education
into entertainment. It is abo-
ut using game-like elements
tomakelearning moreactive,
structured, and i
For example, instead of sol-
ving ten problems from a
textbook, a student might
complete a challenge where
they unlock levels by solving
logic puzzles.

A student learning co-
ding might build small pro-
jects s;epbvstep eam!nsre-

% Instead ofwamng

for exams, they receive in-
stant;eedhad:asthevpro-.

the ex-

system designed to build real
skills such as problem-sol-
ving, decision-making, and
logical thinking. The focus
shifts from memorising ans-
wers to applying concepts.
Traditional learning models
have largely focused on deli-
vering content. Teachers ex-
plain, students take notes,
and exams measure how
much information is remem-
bered. While this approach
has been widely followed, it
often leaves little room for ac-
tive participation or real-
worldapplication.

As a result, many stu-
dents struggle to stay enga-
ged. Even when they under-

184

" ked to complete a

standaconcept, theymaynot

know how to apply it beyond
the classroom. Gamified le-
arning shifts students from
passive listeners to active
participants. Instead of
simply hearing a concept,
they are required to use it
immediately. In a traditio-
nal classroom, a student
might learn fractions by
solving written problems.
In a gamified setup, the
same student could be as-

challenge suchas §
dividing reso

ces in a simulation or sol-
ving puzzles to unlock the
next level. The concept re-
mains the same, but the ex-
perience changes comple-
tely. One of thekey outco-
mes is that skills develop
naturally aspart ofthe lear-
ning process.

Clear Purpose

Not every student learns at
the same pace. In traditio-
nal classrooms, this often
results in some students

falling behind while others
feel unchallenged.Gamifi-
ed learning addresses this
by allowing students
moveat theirown pace.F
example, if a student
struggles with a conce
they can retrieve challen
es, receive instant feed-
back, and improve before
moving forward. There i8
nopressure tokeep up with
the entire class at the same
speed. At the same tim
students who grasp con
cepts quickly can move ahe
ad without waiting. g
As the world becomes; |

Jonger enough. Students ne
ed structured skill d.evélu



School admissions to drop by 1 lakh over
revised age rule in Kerala

SCERT report to government says one batch of children who will be five years old in the
2027-28 year will be temporarily left out of admissions to class I as State raises minimum
age of admission

Updated - April 27,2026 10:09 pm IST - Thiruvananthapuram

THE HINDU BUREAU

A decline of one lakh students is expected in the 2027-28 academic year as the State goes ahead with
its plan to raise the minimum age for admission to Class I from five to six years. Minister for General
Education V. Sivankutty recently reiterated that the revised age criterion will come into effect from
the 2027-28 academic year.

According to a report submitted by the State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT),
the transition to the new age requirement will create a temporary gap. Children who turn five during
the 2027-28 academic year will not be eligible for Class I admission, effectively leaving out one batch.
The report notes that the transition gap may lead to a decline in student enrolments to Class I in the
2027-28 year.

Last year, the Minister stated that that over 52% of the children in the State were already enrolling in
Class I at the age of six. Officials now estimate that this number has risen to more than 60%.

The report, submitted to the General Education Secretary, pointed out that while implementing the
transition, an additional year of Balavatika (5-6 years) may need to be included at the pre-primary
level for students who are not yet six and could not get Class I admission. Parents will need to be
educated about the scientific basis for an additional year of Early Childhood Care and Education
(ECCE).

The report observes that children at the age of six children are better equipped to adapt to school
schedules, classroom rules, and work that needs sustained attention. Many countries with high
education standards begin formal schooling for children at the age of six or more. Raising the age of
school admission will align the State’s education framework with the National Education Policy,
which defines the foundational stage as covering ages 6 to 8 (Classes I and II), as well as with the
Right to Education Act, which mandates admission to Class I at the age of six. Many States and
Union Territories have already made sixyearst +, 0fadmission toclass]I.

However, the report cautions that the temporary drop in students in Class I will have an impact on
teacher posts, funding, and resource allocation in158c£1)10015.
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Can middle school students engage with AI?

ecently, the Central
Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE)
decided to introduce a
Computational Thinking (CT) and
Artificial Intelligence (AI)
curriculum for classes 3-8, which
will begin from the 2026-27
academic session. CT skills
generally refer to abstraction,.
decomposition, pattern
recognition, and algorithmic
thinking. These skills are required
to reason about intelligent systems
and to understand how machine
learning differs from rule-based
computation. As with any
transformational reform-in
education, it is necessary to
examine the practicality of
introducing computational
concepts to middle school
learners. Will it align with
age-appropriate pedagogy for
engaging with emerging digital
and computational environments?

Global precedents

One first has to examine whether
CBSE’s curriculum clearly links CT
and Al, since such a relationship is
conceptually necessary. The
foundational design principle
behind the Organisation for
Economic Co-operationand
Development and the European
Commission’s Al Literacy
Framework identifies CT as a
precursor to Al learning. This
framework recommends CT
competencies across age bands
beginning from early primary
school. Similarly, the AI4K12
Initiative in the U.S. places
CT-related competencies at the
base of its “Five Big Ideas in Al
Their CT-competencies
progression plan spans K-2, 3-5,
6-8, and 9-12 grade bands. The
CBSE’s sequencing broadly aligns
with these comparative curricular
architectures. However, its
curriculum is designed
independently in line with the
National Education Policy (NEP),
2020 and the National Curriculum
Framework for School Education:

tis n”, L

Mamidala
Jagadesh Kumar
Chairman, Review
Committee for NEP
2020, Ministry of
Education and former
Chairman, UGC. Views
are personal

The CBSE
curriculum
includes
introductory
discussions on '
Al fairness,
responsible use,
and digital
safety. This
focus is broadly
l consistent with

»<{~Es@ss-national

practs,

“Foundations of computing”, and
“Data literacy” as necessary for
school students. Learners need to
start cultivating logical thinking
from an early stage and gradually
build problem-solving skills. They
also need opportunities to develop
a basic understanding of Al as part

of their broader digital learning.
Tackling inherent risks

There are, of course, risks
associated with children
interacting with Al The CBSE
curriculum includes introductory
discussions on Al fairness,
responsible use, and digital safety.
This focus is broadly consistent
with cross-national practices, For
instance, the AI4K12 guidelines
include topics such as recognising
when Al systems may mislead;
identifying bias in datasets; and
distinguishing between Al and
human capabilities across all age
groups. But can children
meaningfully engage with such
content at a young age?
Classroom-based interventions,
including studies conducted in
U.S. middle schools, led to
interesting outcomes. They
suggest that learners in the 11-13
age group can engage with Al
ideas when supported by
structured pedagogical
interventions. These studies reveal
that introducing ethical
dimensions of Al at this stage can
be pedagogically feasible.

A growing body of empirical
research suggests that introducing
concepts such as supervised
learning or predictive modelling is
viable for learners in the 11-14 age
group. Many comprehensive
research studies on Al in K-12
education suggest that school-age
participants as young as 10-12
years can work with fundamental
Al concepts. Thus, the CBSE’s
CT-Al framework appears
compatible with the learning
capacities observed in this age
group.

Many international initiatives

encourage the use of no-code tools '

for introductory Al learning.
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school learners can design, build,
test, and reflect on their projects
without coding. For this reason,
the CBSE’s expectation that Class 8
students can attempt to solve -
real-world problems using
no-code tools is supported by
several international initiatives.

However, children may start
attributing human-like traits or
capabilities to Al tools, although
these tools do not actually possess
them. Does the CBSE curriculum
address this challenge by creating
awareness among children? The
CBSE’s curriculum contains topics
discussing ethical use, fairness,
and responsible digital behaviour.
$uch discussions can help reduce
children’s misconceptions about
Al These modules can support
better understanding and the
prudent use of Al systems.

The CBSE curriculum follows a
cross-disciplinary design by
integrating CT into Mathematics
and ‘The World Around Us’ course
for Classes 3-5. Global experiences
which involved cross-disciplinary
instructional models reported
improvements in students’
reasoning and problem-solving in
several contexts. The CBSE’s
pedagogical orientation reflects
similar design principles.

Away from rote learning
One problem in Indian education
is the habit of rote learning. CT
and Al learning have the potential
to encourage inquiry-driven,
reflective learning rather than
traditional rote-based methods.
The CBSE curriculum emphasises
practical modelling, reflection,
and ethical reasoning. This
approach can therefore contribute
to ongoing efforts to move
classroom practices away from
rote-based methods.
International practices and
available research suggests that
middle school is an appropriate
stage to introduce foundational
CT-AI elements. The CBSE’s CT-Al
curriculum is structured to make
thoughtful and effective use of this
developmental stage in learners’
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Shri Dharmendra Pradhan reviews availability
and timely distribution of NCERT Textbooks

ufaf® fafd: 28 APR 2026 2:36PM by PIB Delhi

Union Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan today reviewed the availability, printing, and
distribution of textbooks published by the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) for the ongoing academic session. Secretary, Department of School Education & Literacy,
Shri Sanjay Kumar, along with the senior officials from the Ministry of Education and NCERT were

present during the meeting.

Shri Pradhan reviewed the preparation of the upcoming NCERT Textbooks. The Minister also
assessed stock positions across States and Union Territories and examined coordination with state
authorities and distribution agencies to ensure the timely delivery of books, particularly to students in
rural areas.
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Emphasizing that no student should face inconvenience due to delays, Shri Pradhan directed officials
to strengthen supply chains, augment printing capacity where necessary, and closely monitor last-mile
delivery. He also highlighted the availability of digital textbooks through e-Pathshala as an interim
measure to support uninterrupted learning until physical copies reach all students.
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Read this release in: Urdu , 3? , Marathi , Gujarati
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Union Minister Dharmendra Pradhan Reviews NCERT Textbook
Availability And Distribution

Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan today reviewed the availability, printing, and
distribution of textbooks published by the National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) for the ongoing academic session.

The Education Ministry said that the Minister also assessed stock positions across States and
Union Territories and examined coordination with state authorities and distribution agencies to
ensure the timely delivery of books, particularly to students in rural areas.

Mr Pradhan directed officials to strengthen supply chains, augment printing capacity, and
closely monitor last-mile delivery. He also highlighted the availability of digital textbooks
through e-Pathshala as an interim measure to support uninterrupted learning until physical
copies reach all students.
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Pvt schools can’t deny admission
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Utkarsh Anand
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

© on Tuesday ruled that private

unaided schools cannot sit in judg-
ment over the eligibility of chil-
dren from weaker and disadvan-
taged sections once their names
are forwarded by the state,under-
scoring that denial of admission in
such cases would defeat the con-
stitutional promise of education.

Taking a firm view on the
implementation of the Right to
Education framework, the court
stressed that enforcing the 25%
quota for such students in unaided
schools is not merely a statutory
requirement but a “national mis-
sion” tied to the Constitution’s
commitment to equality of status.

A bench of justices PS Naras-
imha and Alok Aradhe held that
once the state government com-
pletes the admission process and
allocates astudent to aschool, the
institution is bound to grant
admission without delay. Any dis-
agreement with the selection, the
court clarified, can only beraised

before the competent authority,
but cannot be used asa ground to
deny or defer admission.

The ruling came as the bench
dismissed an appedl filed by a Luc-
know-based private school chal-
lenging an Allahabad High Court
order that had directed it to admit
agirl child from a weaker section.
The school had refused admission
citing doubts over the student’s
eligibility despite her name
appearing in the list finalised and
forwarded by the state authorities.

Affirming the high court’s rea-
soning, the Supreme Court made
it clear that the statutory scheme
under the Right of Children to
Free and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009 (RTE Act) leaves no

.room for such discretion at the

level of schools. Once the state has
scrutinised applications and
assigned students, “the school has
no option except to grant admis-
sion,” the court noted.

The bench emphasised that any
delay or refusal at the school level
directly undermines the child’s
fundamental right to education
underArticle 21A.

ENFORCING THE
25% QUOTA FOR
SUCH STUDENTS IN
UNAIDED SCHOOLS
ISNOT MERELY A
STATUTORY
REQUIREMENT BUT
A ‘NATIONAL
MISSION', SAYS SC

The judgment reaffirmed the
“neighbourhood school” concept
embedded in the RTE Act. The
court described it as a conscious
constitutional strategy aimed at
dismantling entrenched social

barriersand fostering integration

among children from diverse
socio-economic backgrounds.
By mandating that at least 25%
of entry-level seats in unaided
schools be reserved for children
from weaker and disadvantaged
groups, the law seeks to transform
schools into shared civic spaces
that promote equality, dignity and
inclusion. The bench observed

that this framework s not merely
administrative but rooted in the
Constitution’s vision of substan-
tive social justice.

“Ensuring admission of such
students must be a national mis-
sion and an obligation of the
appropriate government and the
local authority,” said the court,
adding that effective implementa-
tion has the “extraordinary capac-

ity to transform the social struc-

ture of our society.”

The judgment goes beyond the
immediate dispute to outline a
broader accountability frame-
work. It identified multiple “duty
bearers” responsible for realising
the right to education, including
governments, local authorities,
neighbourhood schools, parents
and teachers, stressing that each
hasa defined role in ensuring that
no child is denied access.

Notably, the court also high-
lighted the judiciary’s responsibil-
ity in this ecosystem, stating that
courts must “walk that extra mile”
to ensure that parents facing
denial of admission receive swift
andeffective remedies. The bench

underlined that procedural hur-
dles or institutional reluctance
cannot be allowed to dilute a fun-
damental right, particularly when
it concerns children at the founda-
tional stage of education.
Clarifying the operational
aspect, the court held thatevenifa
school has reservations about the
state’s selection, it must admit the
child first and pursue its objec-
the bench noted, is crucial to pre-

tion and under the RTE frame-
work. g

The ruling also stressed the -

need for transparency and
accountability in admissions,
including advance disclosure of
available seats,

Dismissing the school's plea,
the Supreme Court concluded that
the success of the RTE Act hinges
on its robust and faithful imple-
mentation. The 25% guota for chil-
dren from weaker sections, it said,
is not a token provision but a
transformative instrument aimed
at realising the constitutional

promise of equal oppmw.
A . i
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| NEW DELHI: The National Coun-

cil of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has so far
printed and sold only 3 million
copies of the new Class 9 text-
books—just 20% of its 15 million

early a month after the

| 2026-27 academic session began
{ on Aprill, officials said on Tues-
| day. They added that printing

| speed has been increased to |

meet the target by May 31

Aligned with the National
Curriculum Framework for
School Education (NCFSE) 2023
and the National Education Pol-
icy (NEP) 2020, NCERT has so
far released the Class 9 textbook
for Hindi, Sanskrit, English, sci-
ence, mathematies, arts educa-
tion, vocational education and
physical education.

Itis yet to release the textbook
for social science and individuals
|in society. !

“NCERT intends to print
approximately 13 crore new

'textbooks for Out of this,
/30 lakhs books haye been printed
‘andsold,” an o d.
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Delhi Police’s ‘Nasha- Not Cool’ campaign

UNITED NEWS OF INDIA
New Delhi, 28 April

The week-long Anti-Drugs
awareness campaign ‘Nasha
~Not Cool’ by the Delhi Police
commenced across the
national capital on Friday,
with a pledge-taking drive
involving around one-lakh
students across more than
550 schools in the city.

As part of the campaign,
pledge-taking events were
organised in schools across
the national capital, aimed
to raise awareness about the
harmful effects of drug abuse
and to promote a drug-free
lifestyle. Students, teachers,
and staff members collectively
took a pledge reaffirming
their commitment to abstain
from drugs, spread awareness,
and motivate others to do

the same. -

According to police, the
youth have an important role
in spreading the awareness,

I and theyﬁok part in the
\ launch of the campaign with
lalotofzeal and enthusiasm.

As part of the campaign
launch, police personnel
reached outto schools within
their respective district
jurisdictions, and interacted
with students, highlighting
the real-life consequences of
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drugabuse and encouraging
them to remain informed
and vigilant.

The drive conducted on
Friday across the schools
was held with the active
support of Directorate of

Education, Delhi Government,
under the leadership of Director
Veditha Reddy. -

On Thursday, the theme
song for the campaign in the
form of a rap, focusing on
the harmful effects of drug
abuse and encouraging youth
to stay away f[rom
narcotics, was launched by
Delhi Police Commissioner
Satish Golcha, at the Police
Headquarters.

Notably, the song and the

| campaign informationis also

being played in cinema halls
across Delhi, along with
informative jingles on radio
platforms. The Delhi Police
has urged all residents to
actively participate in and
support this initiative,
contributing towards the
collective goal of building a
drug-free society.
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~ Pradhan reviews
NCERT book £
supply, orders
timely delivery

d PIDIIEEH NEWS SEIWICE
“ m New Delhi

Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Tuesday reviewed the avail-
ability, printing and distribu-
tion of textbooks published
by NCERT for the ongoing
academic session and direct-
_ed officials to monitor last-
/ mile delivery, espeual@ in
rural areas. - e
Secretary, Department of
Sc:hool Education and

n ar, alon
e T

Ministry of Education and
NCERT, were present during
the meeting.

-In a statement, the rmntstwr
said Pradhan reviewed the
preparation of upcoming
National Council of
Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) tg;(tbnoks
and assessed stock positions
across States and Union ter-
ritories, while examining
coordination with State
authorities and distribution
agencies to  ensure
timely delivery, panlcugar!y
in rural areas.

Emphasising that no
student should face inconve-
nience due to delays, the
minister directed officials
to strengthen supply ch;ms,
augment printing capacity
where necessary, and closely
monitor last-mile delivery.

He also highlighteq! the
availability of digital text-
books through the e-
Pathshala platform as an
Interim measure to support
uninterrupted learning until
physical copies reach all
students, the statement
added.
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April 29, 2026

Pradhan reviews NCERT book supply,
orders timely delivery
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Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Tuesday reviewed the availability, printing and

distribution of textbooks published by NCERT for the ongoing academic session and directed officials

to monitor last-mile delivery, especially in rural areas.

Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, Sanjay Kumar, along with senior officials

from the Ministry of Education and NCERT, were present during the meeting.
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In a statement, the ministry said Pradhan reviewed the preparation of upcoming National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT) textbooks and assessed stock positions across States
and Union territories, while examining coordination with State authorities and distribution agencies to

ensure timely delivery, particularly in rural areas.

Emphasising that no student should face inconvenience due to delays, the minister directed officials
to strengthen supply chains, augment printing capacity where necessary, and closely monitor last-

mile delivery.

He also highlighted the availability of digital textbooks through the e-Pathshala platform as an
interim measure to support uninterrupted learning until physical copies reach all students, the

statement added.
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NCERT's "Khel Praveen" Redefines
Class 9 Learning, Makes Physical
Education Mandatory From Classes 3-10

NCERT's Khel Praveen: Students will be evaluated with 40 per cent weightage each for theory
and practicals, and 20 per cent for project work.

Edited by: Sahil Behl Education Apr 29, 2026 17:32 pm IST ®

Read Time: 3 mins # Share (_[j

Students are introduced to traditional disciplines such as Mallakhamb, Thang-Ta, Gatka, and Kalaripayattu

NCERT Class 9 Physical Education Book: Physical Education has now been made a mandatory
subject for students from Classes 3 to 10, marking a major shift in school education. In line with
this change, NCERT has introduced a new Class 9 textbook, Khel Praveen, which reimagines how

students engage with sports, fithess, and overall well-being.

A Shift from Traditional to Holistic Learning

The new textbook signals a clear move away from the earlier approach that focused on rote
physical drills, fitness tests, and viewing sports merely as play. Instead, Khel Praveen adopts a
more holistic framework-bringing in the science of movement, encouraging students to set their
own fitness goals, and linking sports with history and ethics. It also introduces career
opportunities in physical education and promotes yoga as a way of life, expanding the idea of

wellness beyond just exercise.

Balanced and Practical Assessment Structure

The assessment system under the new framework is designed to be more balanced and real-
world oriented. Students will be evaluated with 40 per cent weightage each for theory and
practicals, and 20 per cent for project work. While theory covers key concepts across units,

practicals focus on skills, fithess, and quality of play.

The project component pushes students to engage with their communities through activities like
designing inclusive games, conducting fitness surveys, and documenting local sports traditions.

This ensures equal importance to knowledge and aﬁ@igation.



Focus on India's Indigenous Sports

Khel Praveen also brings India's rich sporting heritage into the classroom. Students are introduced
to traditional disciplines such as Mallakhamb, Thang-Ta, Gatka, and Kalaripayattu. These
inclusions aim to connect learners with the country's cultural roots while promoting physical

fithess and discipline.

What Makes 'Khel Praveen' Transformative?

The textbook stands out for its modern and inclusive approach to physical education:

« Moves from drills to scientific understanding, including anatomy and physiology.
« Encourages self-directed fitness instead of one-time testing.

« Explores sports through history, ethics, and values.

« Introduces career paths in physical education early on.

« Promotes inclusion, covering gender equity and adaptive sports.

« Expands wellness to include yoga, sleep, and mindful living.

« Shifts from rote learning to a "knowing + doing" approach.

« Celebrates Indian sports traditions alongside modern practices.

Overall, Khel Praveen represents a significant step towards making physical education more
meaningful, engaging, and relevant for students, aligning it with both modern needs and cultural
roots.

Track Education News, Exam updates , Campus, Study Abroad related news live
on NDTV.com MCERT New Textbooks, NCERT

New Class 9 Textbooks, NCERT
Mew Class 9 Physical Education
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Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan
stresses stronger supply chains for NCERT
textbooks

Emphasising that no student should face inconvenience due to delays, the Union Minister
took stock of the availability of NCERT books for the ongoing academic session along with

Department of School Education and Literacy Secretary Sanjay Kumar, a statement said.

IANS

Published On Apr 29, 2026 at
12:09 AM IST

New Delhi, Union
Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan on
Tuesday reviewed the
availability, printing, and
distribution of textbooks

published by the National

Council of Educational

Pradhan reviewed the preparation of the upcoming
NCERT textbooks and assessed stock positi}&s/across
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states and Union Territories Research and Training

(NCERT), directing officials
to strengthen supply chains, augment printing capacity and monitor last-

mile delivery.
Emphasising that no student should face inconvenience due to delays,
the Union Minister took stock of the availability of NCERT books for the

ongoing academic session along with Department of School Education

and Literacy Secretary Sanjay Kumar, a statement said.

Advt

Pradhan reviewed the preparation of the upcoming NCERT textbooks

and assessed stock positions across states and Union Territories.

The Union Minister also examined the coordination with state
authorities and distribution agencies to ensure the timely delivery of

books, particularly to students in rural areas.

Pradhan directed officials to strengthen supply chains, augment printing

capacity where necessary, and closely monitor last-mile delivery.

He also highlighted the availability of digital textbooks through e-
Pathshala as an interim measure to support uninterrupted learning until

physical copies reach all students.
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Earlier, the Union Education Minister hailed Prime Minister Narendra

Modi's morning football session with youths in Gangtok.

"Prime Minister @narendramodiji on the field with these youngsters in
Sikkim is truly inspiring! Sometimes leadership is also about knowing
exactly where the next generation feels seen. The PM demonstrating
that sometimes the strongest connection with young India begins on

their turf!" Pradhan wrote on X.

In a separate matter related to school textbooks, the National Human
Rights Commission (NHRC) recently issued notices to the Union
Ministry of Education, Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE),
and Chief Secretaries of all states and Union Territories over allegations
that private schools are prescribing costly textbooks from private

publishers in violation of statutory norms.
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A bench presided by NHRC Member Priyank Kanoongo took cognisance
of a complaint alleging that several private schools, including those
affiliated with the CBSE, continue to mandate books published by
private entities instead of those prescribed by NCERT or respective
SCERTs.

According to the complaint, such practices impose an "exorbitant
financial burden" on families as privately published books are

significantly more expensive compared to NCERT textbooks, which are

subsidised to ensure affordability.

The NHRC has also directed authorities to undertake a school-wise audit

of booklists within 30 days and submit findings.

The NHRC has also called for strict implementation of the National
School Bag Policy, 2020.
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Original thinking vs automated thinking

India’s educational system needs an urgent, fundamental reset to encourage creativity and
innovation and to avoid Al-generated slop

Published on: Apr 29, 2026 9:06 PM IST
By Vivek Wadhwa qg

201


https://www.hindustantimes.com/author/vivek-wadhwa-101646410155098
https://www.hindustantimes.com/business/smart-money
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cricket/ipl/schedule
https://www.hindustantimes.com/sports
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/delhi-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/ht100-celebrating-100-years-of-unflinching-commitment-to-truth-and-leadership-101734003946128.html?utm_source=L2&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=leadership
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/mumbai-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/world-news
https://www.hindustantimes.com/entertainment
https://www.hindustantimes.com/lifestyle
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/tamil-nadu-exit-poll-result-2026-live-tn-election-exit-poll-who-will-win-stalin-dmk-tvk-vijay-aiadmk-stalin-dmk-tvk-vija-101777455946395.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/west-bengal-election-2026-polling-live-phase2-exit-polls-nandigram-bhabanipur-mamata-suvendu-tmc-bjp-election-commission-101777415252393.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/search
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/
https://www.hindustantimes.com/

Hindmstan Times oo @ Epaper || subscribe || Q

The education the British installed in India rewards memorisation and leaves little room for curiosity or independent thought.
(HT Archive)

If you have read my columns over the years, you know | have been one of the loudest advocates
for Indian innovation and engineering talent. That belief has not wavered; | still see enormous
potential. But | have now reached a point | never expected to reach: | have given up on India for
one of the most critical roles | need to fill at Vionix Biosciences — a medical researcher who can
think differently and devise new ways of detecting disease.

Let me explain why.

On paper, the candidates look outstanding. Their resumes are immaculate, with prestigious
institutions, relevant internships, publications, and glowing letters of recommendation. Even the

emails, which not long ago were full of “plz”, “u”, and “thx”, have suddenly become polished and
articulate, with clean structure, perfect grammar, and sometimes genuinely impressive phrasing.

But this is just Artificial Intelligence (Al) generated slop.

The moment you get on a call, the fagade cracks. The same person who wrote that eloquent
email cannot explain a simple scientific concept or w2lR you through their own claimed research.
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most WhatsApp messages, because not even Al can put lipstick on this pig.

More Stories < >

Delhi HC rejects
Unnao rape survivor
pleato submit...

Surprised Krushna
Abhishek drops to her
feet Kachmera Shah

| am not the only one complaining about Indian talent. A February 2026 LinkedIn report found that
74% of Indian recruiters are struggling to identify genuine talent, with more than half pointing to
Al-generated applications as the cause.

Powered By

Al-generated résumés, essays, assignments, research proposals, and even academic papers are
rapidly becoming standard, and the volume of convincing but hollow material is growing so
quickly that the signal-to-noise ratio has collapsed. In business, the same pattern is playing out:
Pitch decks and presentations that look polished fall apart under basic questioning; strategy
documents are assembled from generic frameworks rather than real insight; consultants present
recommendations they cannot defend; executives rely on Al-generated briefs without truly
understanding the assumptions behind them. What looks impressive on paper often disintegrates
the moment real thinking is required.
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This is not only in India; we are already seeing the same cracks appear globally. Lawyers in the
US have been sanctioned for submitting briefs that cited completely fabricated cases generated
by Al. Media organisations have had to issue embarrassing corrections after publishing Al-
assisted content riddled with factual errors. Companies are quietly discovering that employees
who rely heavily on Al tools can produce impressive-looking work quickly, but struggle when
asked to defend it, adapt it, or go beyond it.

This is going to hurt India the most because the educational foundation of its graduates is so
antiquated.

The education the British installed in India was designed to keep the people subservient. It
rewards memorisation, pattern recognition, and compliance, and leaves little room for curiosity,
experimentation, or independent thought. Students are trained to deliver the correct answer, not
to ask better questions. For decades, this system produced competent executors.

In the age of Al, we are only compounding the disaster.

Governments have always known this and often announced reforms, promised to reduce rote
learning, and talked about fostering creativity. But meaningful change has been slow, and now Al
is exposing these weaknesses brutally, with teachers unable to keep pace with what their
students are doing and institutions struggling to even measure real understanding.

India is now producing a generation that seems intelligent on paper but lacks depth. There is
polish without substance, fluency without understanding, and confidence without the discipline
that comes from struggling through hard problems. Over time, this erodes intellectual honesty
and replaces real capability with the illusion of competence.

At Vionix, we are trying to solve some of the hardest problems in science, combining physics,
chemistry, and machine learning to detect disease GEHX{ This requires original thinking, not just
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of-the-box thinking and questioning why things work the way they are. | am even thinking of
moving this R&D back to the US.

This should worry everyone, because the consequences are not limited to hiring frustrations or
weak job candidates. Over time, this erodes the very foundation of innovation. A country that
cannot produce independent thinkers cannot lead in science, cannot build transformative
companies, and cannot solve its hardest problems. It can only execute on ideas generated
elsewhere — and even that becomes harder when the ability to truly understand begins to erode.

Indian education needs an urgent, fundamental reset — not incremental tweaks or policy
announcements, but a serious rethink of what is taught, how it is taught, and how students are
evaluated. Assessments need to reward original thought; classrooms need to encourage
questioning; students need space to explore, fail, and iterate; teachers need to be retrained to
guide thinking, not just deliver content.

Unless something changes — quickly — India will find that the very system that once powered its
rise is now holding it back, leaving its brightest minds unable to compete in a world where real
thinking is the only thing that cannot be automated.
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What are Gatka and Mallakhamb? NCERT'’s Class 9
textbook shifts focus to traditional Indian sports

Aligned with NEP 2020, Khel Praveen attempts to reconnect students with traditions
that were sidelined due to colonial restrictions or the growing dominance of global
sports.

SAKSHI MEHRA 30 April, 2026 07:44 pm IST

The reference of Mallakhamb, a sport that combines strength, flexibility, and control, goes back to texts like the
12th-century Manasollasa and the 19th-century Vyayam Dipika | Wikimedia Commons

New Delhi: NCERT's Class 9 Khel Praveen textbook is changing the landscape of India’s
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Aligned with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, the curriculum makes physical
education compulsory from Classes 3 to 10, and includes lessons on nutrition, sleep,
mental health, and basic sports science.

“The art of self-defence began in the 16th century under Guru Hargobind. In the 17th
century, Guru Gobind Singh further developed it and made it an essential part of Sikh
tradition,” the book states.

NCERT Director Dinesh Prasad Saklani, in the textbook’s foreword, stresses the idea of
“sportspersonship”—valuing teamwork, discipline, and resilience over competition
alone.

Adobe
Creative Cloud

Khel Praveen attempts to reconnect students with traditions that were sidelined over
time—whether due to colonial restrictions or the growing dominance of global sports. It
encourages students to explore and document local practices, and it also transforms
classrooms into spaces of preservation.

The book addresses gender disparity in sports, acknowledging gaps in pay, visibility, and
leadership. One chapter celebrates progress, such as women leading top sports bodies
like the Indian Olympic Association and Paralympic Committee, while also pointing out
problems, including unequal pay, less media coverage, and fewer leadership roles for
women.

It supports global goals for equal participation and encourages girls to take the lead in
traditional sports. It also highlights inclusivity by promoting sports for people with
disabilities, mental health awareness, and supporting activities that connect urban and
rural communities. The chapter shows different career options in sports, such as
coaching and sports science, which are important for India’s future Olvmpic goals.
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From Manipur to Kerala

At the centre of this shift is Gatka, a Sikh martial art that dates back to the 16th century.
Introduced by Guru Hargobind and later shaped under Guru Gobind Singh, it was meant
to train both body and mind. Students begin with a wooden stick and gradually love
swords, daggers, and flexible weapons like the chakkar.

Today, its techniques—focused on speed, coordination, and awareness—are also taught
through structured systems supported by bodies like the International Gatka
Federation.

Then there is Mallakhamb, a sport that combines strength, flexibility, and control. Its
references go back to texts like the 12th-century Manasollasa and the 19th-century
Vyayam Dipika. It was revived in the 1700s by Balambhat Dada Deodhar during the time
of Bajirao II to train Maratha soldiers. Athletes perform on a wooden pole, rope, or
hanging apparatus, executing complex poses that demand both physical strength and
mental focus. The textbook presents it as a full-body workout that builds balance, agility,
and confidence—and notes its growing presence in international competitions.

From Manipur comes Thang-Ta, literally meaning “sword and spear”. Developed in the
17th century as part of the Huyen Lallong tradition, it blends combat techniques with
controlled breathing and movement. Practitioners train in swordplay, spear techniques,
and high-energy movement that mirror nature. Once suppressed during colonial rule, it
is now being reintroduced as both a physical discipline and a way to engage with the
cultural traditions of Northeast India.

The last one is Kalaripayattu, a 3,000-year-old traditional Indian martial art originating
from Kerala. Traditionally taught in gurukuls, it begins with oil massages to prepare the
body and moves through a series of animal-inspired stances. Students learn to handle
weapons like the urumi, spears, and sticks. The British once banned it, wary of its role in
training strong and disciplined fighters.

These are not just theoretical additions. Khel Praveen requires practical engagement—
40 per cent of the assessment is based on physical performance, and another 20 per cent

on projects such as documenting local akharas or traditions.

(Edited by Saptak Datta)
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