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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during May-June 2023,

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

s

(Dr.Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT,NewDelhi
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The National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) has removed a
chapter on the popular move-
ment of thie Bharatiyva Kman
Union (BKU) b

Condemning the move, the
BKU said it would meet the
Centre over the issue.

Chapter titled ‘Rise of Popu-
lar Movements', which elabo-
rated on the rise of the BKU in
the late 1980s and itsdisciplined
agitation of 1988 in New Delhi,
has been deleted from the Class
XTI political science textbook. :

One of the deleted lines
includes “the BKU was one

CThe Tribung e

MONDAY |1 MAY 2023

Chapter on farmers movement
deleted from N CERT textbook

BKU condemns move,
Tikait writes to Union
bduumon V[uuster

of the leading organisa-
tions in the farmers’
movement of tHe 19805

Then farmer leader Mahen-
dra Singh Tikait, the father of
farmer leader Rakesh Tikait,
had founded the BKU.

Some political experts are
looking at the deletion in light
of the yearlong farmers’ agi-
tation, which was led by the
BKU, against the three farm
laws at Delhi borders. The
farmer agnahon ended in
December 2021 after three

farm laws were revoked.

Though the NCERT
claimed that contents were
removed last year during the
rationalisation of textboaks,
students received new text-
books this academic session.

Farmer leader Rakesh Tikait,
while talling to The Tribune,
said, “We will meet the central
government over the issue. The
government wants to remove
factual history and replace it
with their own narrative. We
won'i let that happen.”

Tikait further said he had
already written o the Union
Education Minister and
requested him to mmtroduce
the deleted contents of the BKU
in the testbooks, v
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/Centres NEP will commodify

8
I

education: Kerala Minister

The H Bureau
NEW DELHI,

| Kerala Higher Education

Minister R. Bindu has said
the New Education Policy
(NEP), released by the
Centre in 2020, will func-
tion as a vehicle for “com-
munalising and commiodi-
fying education”.
Inaugurating the ‘As-

| sembly on Education’ or-

ganised by the All India Pe-
ople’s Science Network
here on Sunday, she added
that the NEP should be

| viewed against the back-

ground of “current socio-
political situation” where
communal forces are join-
ing hands with corporate
forces.

“NEP urges to impose
centralisation, denouncing
the federal principles of

the country,” she said.

She demanded parlia-
mentary, scrutiny of the
NEP.

“The NEP has not been
subjected to any legislative
or social scrutiny; it has by-
passed the parliamentary
procedure; through a trav-
esty of social audit, it has
invited public opinion
through UGC and disre-
garded the replies,” Dr.
Bindu said.

“An educational policy
should scrutinise the im-
pacts, merits and demerits
of the previous policy doc-
uments. But the NEP never
makes an attempt to study
the impactof the previous
policy documents. Most of
the time, it revels in a re-
mote past in the glories of
an ancient India,” the Mi-
nister said.

Dr. Bindu said Kerala's
experiment is to resist NEP
with a higher education
model that suits the specif-
ic needs of the State and its
people.

“Kerala intends to build
a people-centric know-
ledge society.. This model
of knowledge society is dif-
ferent from the model pro-
jected by the developed,
capitalist society. Our mo-
del intends to take engage-
ment with knowledge pro-
duction and research to a
larger  society,”  she
claimed.

The NEP, the Kerala Mi-
nister said, is for disman-
tling of the affiliating sys-
tem of colleges and such a
move will be detrimental
for the students from the
rural areas especially the

tribal students. /
| }
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“SNS & AGENCIES
NEW DELH( 28 MaY

- Revolutionary changes are
‘.béingmadehtheﬁddoﬁigh-
'€l education from the new
“academicyear as students of
" the central universities will
*‘now be able to pursue two
courses together,
..« Efforts are being made to
" "tonnect sports with educa-
~“Yon. Apart from this, stu-
. 'dents will be able to write
“éxams in local or regional
~language aswell.
“ " BJP-ruled Centre hasalso
- 'increased the budget for the
“development of Indian lan-

'~gudges. Arrangements like.

having board exams twice a
Year and a semester system
for Class 12 are also being

- worked out. NCERT is mak-
ing changes in the books on
‘the basis of National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP).

The new National Educa-
tion Policy was annotinced on
Tuly 28, 2020 by the central gov-
emment. The NEP, 2020 is

_ based on the report of the
" committee headed by K. Kas-
" turirangan, aspacescientist,
" _Thelasteducation policywas
_“released in 1986, A
" Underthe new Education
Policy, thestudents of the uni.
: Versitywill be able to pursue
TWo courses together.
= the central universities
-accepted this proposal, stu-
‘dents studying in their facil-
-ities will be able to study for
other course simultaneous-

*. ' Students will have an
" -option that they can opt for
aregular course and anoth.

* "ef via distance learning,
. . Underthe newEducation
:Policy, an important effort is
/-being made to link sports
" with education. To connect
:, Sports with education, Indi.
~ " ah Institute of Management
"+ (M) has taken a major ini-
“-tiative to add Sports Man-

+

_-agementto the curriculum of
"HMs. ,

“““*Various courses are
“designed in IIMs which will

standards

prepare sports event man-
4geer, sports agent, sports
talent manager, Support ana-
Iyst, media &communication
Mmanager.

According to experts, the
benefits of this training will
beseen ininterational com-
petition,

At the same time, with
theimplementation ofthenew
Education Policy, the Uni-
versity Grants Comumissipn.
(UGC) has asked all univers:
sities across the country to
all'owsmdents 1o write exams
inlocal or onal languages.

The Urg%i: has directed
even if the course is 6ffered’
in English medium, students
should be given the option to
write answers in local lan-
guages during exams.

UGC chairman Professor
M. Jagadesh Kumar has said
thattramlationofoﬂginalwﬁt-
inginlocallanguages and use
oflocal language in the teach.-
ing-learning process at unj-
varsities should be promot-
ed in universities.

"Promotion and regular use
of Indian languages in edu-
cation is an important area
of focus in the National Edu-
cation Policy 2020. The pol-
icyem i importancq
of teaching and communi=>
cation in local languages. It
stresses the need to promote
communication in all Indian
languages for better cognitive
achievernent and overall per-
sonality development of the
learners,” he said.

Special provisions have
been introduced in the Union
Budget 2023-24 to promote
indigenous languages and
Indian Knowledge System
(IKS) among the youth,

An allocation of Rs 3007
crore has been made in the
budget for ‘teaching, pro-
moting and encouragingthe
yourhin regional languages,

‘The 'allocagzn is20per cent

. higher than the previous

vear's budget,

On the other hand, for
the IKS, the allocation hasbeen
increased by 100 per cent.

8
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Khalistan reference -
removed from Class

X

| The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

The lines which refer to a
plea for a separate Sikh na-
tion referring to the crea-
tion of Khalistan have been
dropped by the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training from
the political science test-
book of Class 12, officials
from the NCERT said on
Tuesday.

The decision was taken _

after receiving a represen-
tation from stakeholders,
particularly after a letter
from Shiromani Gurdwara
parbandhak Committee,
was received by the Minis-
try of Education. The letter
referred to withdrawing al-
legedly objectionable con-
tent against the Sikh com-
munity by misrepresenting
Sri Anandpur Sahib Reso-
Jution. The resolution was
passed in 1973 at Anand-
pur Sahib in Punjab by a
section of Akalis (a faction
involved in bringing Te-

form in gurdwaras) who

had begun to demand pol-
itical autonomy for the re-
gion, by redefining the
Centre-State relationship.
In this regard, a commit-
tee of experts was consti-

13

NCERT textbook

The decision was

of Education
received a letter
from the SGPC

tuted by the NCERT to exa-
mine the issue. After
examining the issue, it re-
commended that two lines
be dropped from seventh
chapter — Regional Aspira-
tions — of the rationalised
Class 12 political science
textbook.

In the NCERT textbook,
Sri Anandpur Sahib Reso-
lution, the line — ‘but if
could also be interpreted as
a plea for a separate Sikh
nhtion’ has been dropped.
The line preceding this —
“The resolution was a plea
for strengthening federal-
ism,’ has been retained.

While the print versions
of the rationalised books
are already out and may
not reflect the change, the
digital soft copy of the
Class 12 textbook has been
uploaded on the NCERT
website with appropriate
changes, said Sanjay Ku-
mar, Secretary (§chool
Education), Ministry of
Education. A
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‘Controversial’ contenton
Anandpur Sahib Resolution

F

NEW DELHI, MAY 30
The National Council of Edu-
cational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) on Tuesday
| claimed to have removed
‘controversial' contentabout
the Anandpur Sahib Resolu-
tion from its textbooks.
The Shiromani Gurdwara
Parbandhak Committee
. (SGPC)hadstrongh'objected
to the alleged misrepresenta-
tion of historical events relat-
| ed to the Sikhs in NCERT

texthooks.

The NCERT said that the
revised texthooks would now
be available across the coun-

| try from next academic ses-

dropped from

NCERT books

sion onwards, -

The NCERT had to drop the
controversial line “Anandpur
Sahib Resolution could also
be interpreted as a plea for a
separate Sikh nation” from &
paragraph  in Chapter 8
(‘Regional Aspirations’) of
the Class X11 Political Science
textbook titled ‘Politics in
India since Independence’.
The NCERT has alsorernoved
the line “The more extreme
elements started advocating
secession from India and cre-
ation of Khalistan™.

NCERT Director - Dinesh

in 2006, and was not recent as
assurned by many.

14
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' After SGPC objections, NCERT
to erase ‘Khalistan’ from books

NIA chargesheets 2 for Ludhiana blast

The NIA has filed asupplementary chargesheet againsttwo
pe

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Following objec-
tions from the

Gurdwara parbandhak Com-
mittee (SGPC), the National

ence textbook.

The SGPC had last month
alleged that the NCERT mis-
represented historical details
about Sikhs inits class XII po-
litical sclence textbook. The

strengthening

it could also be interpreted as
apleafora separate Sik
tion" and “the more extreme
glements s advocating

* stre

rsans, including Lakhbir Si
pakistan-based chief of the banne

nghalias Rode, the
d Khalistan Liberation Force

(KLF),In connection withthe December 2021 Ludnianacourt
plastthatkilledone personand |eftsixothers injured, reports
Msdmnodeand HarpreetSingh have been charged

under UAPA.The supplementary charges

heetwas filed ina

speclalNlAcourtlnMohall.Punlab,onMonday.

gecession from India and the
creationof ‘Khalistan™.

The objection pertained to
the mention of the Anandpur
Szhib resolution ip the book
“Politics In India Since Inde-
pendence”. The statements
have been rewritten as “the
resolution was & plea for
enmgfederansm".

"Represenmtion
SGPC was preceived
wifhdrawing
content against Sikh commu-
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regarding.
objectionable

nity by misrepresenting Sri
Anandpur Sahib resolution. &
committeeof experts wascon-
stiruted and the decision was

taken on basis of its recom-

mendations,” said Sanjay Ku-
secretary, school educa:

ed, the changes
{he dlgit,glbooks." headded.
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A)ERT drops

references to
‘Khalistan’ in
Class 12 political
science textbook

WV%ZW’S'I;??' R S

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
AMRITSAR, MAY 30
REFERENCES TO Khalistan’ and
‘separate Sikh nation’ whichwere
mentioned in context of the
Anandpur Sahib resofution, haye
dropped from the Class 12
itical science textbook of the
CERT, the Union Ministry of
it announced Tuesday,
were made after
the  Shiromani  Gurdwara

the references was taken
an expert committee of the

taini g the bolbala’ (dominance]
0 meSildn'lhemsoluﬁonwasa
sple: iorsb’erfgdmngfederalism

¢ Inview of the representation re-
e ed from stakeholders, partic-

-
orporated in Chapter 6 -
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/5 ATA FROM STATE EDUCATION BOARDS

‘In Class XI-X11, most

«<D

students in South opt
for Science; in 3 key
states, just 2% take Arts

Bottom 5 in Science: W Bengal,
Punjab. Haryana, Gu jarat,]harkhand

SOURAVROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 30

EXPLAINED

STUDENTS enrolled in Tamil
Nadu, Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh, Kerala and Karnataka
education boardsare more likely
to choose the Science stream in
their Class X1-XT with lessthan 2
per cent in three of these states
opting for Arts.

However, Arls is the pre-
ferred option for their counter-
parts in West Bengal, Punjab,
Haryana, Gujarat arkd Jharkhand,

A
vl

A ARG R

NERSE -
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Fa |

¢ —
THE LOPSIDED Science-
Arts ratio—and the geo-
graphical split — frame
the challenge for policy-
amakers when it comes
1o skilling the next gen-
eration in an econony
increasingly affected by
tech and automation.

|
|
|
|

Records show that in Tamil
according te a Union  Nadu, Telangana and Andhra
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What subjects Class 11-12 students choose in di

RO A A SR o S 2 AR RS 5

SOURAV ROY BARMAN
NEW DELHI, MAY 31

A UNION government study has found ma-
jor region-wise variations in the choice of ac-
ademic streams at the high school level in
the country, with Sdence being the over-

bered their Arts counterpartsin Andhra
Pradesh (75.63 per cent), Telangana (64.59
per cent), Tamil Nadu (61.50 per cent}, Uttar
Pradesh {57.13), and Kerala (44.50 per cent)
in the 2021-22 academnic session, according
to the government study.

Among Northeast states, in Manipur,
68.87 per cent of those who tock the Class

whelmingly popular choice X1l board exams chose

among students in most Science.

southern states, where Arts

has very few takers, Inwhich states is Arts the
While the many engi- EDUCAT!O__N, | preferred choice?

neering and medicine col- The top five states where

leges in the south have always indicated the
skew, the Centre has defved deep into the is-
su¢ for the first time. This will be analysed
further by PARAKH (Performance
Assessment, Review and Analysis of
Knowledge for Holistic Development ), anew
division under the NCERT,

Which are the top states where the
Sdience stream is popular?
Science stream students far outnum-

Arts was the popular pick in 2022 were
Guijarat (8155 per cent }, West Bengal (78.94
per cent), Punjab (72.89 per cent}, Haryana
(73.76 per cent}, and Rajasthan (7123 per
cent), showing a larger geographical spread
than Science.

In the Northeast, Arts was the popular
choice in Meghalaya (82,62 per cent), Tripura
{85.12 per cent), and Nagaland (79.62
percent). :

While the study captures the preferences

STREAM-WISE TRENDS

= Scaence — Arts
Commerce Voocational
& 42
A, e ~
0] gp——"
25
20
5| 8 1
0 = ™
542 3
0 S
202 2022

B;Yimmvd/\mmismwy the most popii-
streams in the past 10 yeors

W Share of students opting far both Science and
Arts streams hos crossed 407

W Conimerce stream has stagnated at the leved
of around 14% in the same period
Figures in Zage; Source: Ministry of Education

l

of the class of 2022 only, officials in the
Ministry of Education said the numbers are
indicative of decades-long trends.
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What about the Commerce stream?

According to the study, the Commerce
stream “has stagnated at the same level over
thelast one decade”, with around 14 per cent
students{national average) pursuing the dis-
dpline in high school. The share of students
opting for both Science and Arts streams has
crossed 40%in the past 10 years.

What stands out particularly is that in
Andhra Pradesh, Telangana, Tamil Nadu,
where Science is the dominant stream, the
preference for Commerce is far above the na-
tional average, as in these states, Arts stu-
dents accounted for a mere 1.53 per cent,
2.01 per centand 2.19 per cent respectively in
the 2022 board examination. -

Asmany as 32 per cent high school stu-
dents in the Tamil Nadu state education
board in 2022 were pursuing Commerce,
23.54 per centin Telangana, and 13.64 per
centin Andhra Pradesh. Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh also had 9.85 per centand
8.54 per cent students choose the voca-
tional stream, which has negligible takers
in most states. ;

v w
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current or cos
explained, please write to explainedd

ferent part

Do these trends hold at the level of
higher education?

Many indicators point to south indi
preference for Sdence education. First, thy
are 1,229 All India Council For Techni
Education-approved institutions offering (
gineering and technological courses in t
five states of south India (inciuding 9
Puducherry and 1 in Lakshadweep). witl
student intake capacity of 5.11 lakh. accon
ing to the council’s 2022-23 handbook. T
is the highest among all regions.

Tamil Nadualone had 13 8 Iakh studer
pursuing engineering and technical cours
in 2022-23, the highest among all states,
terms of medical education, of the 596 me
ical colleges (both public and private] in Ind
asmany as 225, or 37.7 per cent, are in t
states of Tamil Nadu, Telangana, Karnatal
Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, according te

- response by the Ministry of Health inthe L
Sabha in April last year.

Moreover, the JEE advanced scores al

provide some clues in this regard. For i

) stance, in2022, 1T Madras zone had 29 ca
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decides to

implement NEP from

this académic year

KOLKATA

West Bengal has finally an-
nounced on Wednesday
that colleges run and aided
by the State government
would implement the Na-
tional Education Policy
(NEP), starting from aca-
demic year 20232024, a
decision that has drawn
mixed reaction from
teachers.

Adopting’ the NEP was.
an inevitability ' because |

many other States already

follow it and students of

West Bengal couldn’t have
been left out of the aca.
demic map of the country,
but in spite of that the State
government had been sit-
ting on it for over a year.
While one set of teach-
€IS questioned the delay in
€ ‘announcement, the
other said it was better late
never. But, what ap-
Pears to trouble most is the
State government’s sirmul.
taneous  announcement
that admissions would not
be centralised — as was the
plan from this year — and
that colleges would be res-
ponsible for it individually,
“After consulting various
stakeholders and keeping
the future of students in
mind, it has been decided
by the competent authority
in the State government
that the four-year under-
graduate leve] programme
will be introduced in ali go-
Vernment and government-
aided/ sponsored higher
education institutions from-
the academic session 2023-
2024, a release said.
“They shall be awarded
degrees in accordance with

ﬂwy@mﬂfc_wyears

- —

ef {428 :
The decision has drawn mixed
reaction from teachers. pr) -

the UGC National Curricu-
lum and Credit Framework
[NCCF] for UGHevel pro-
grammes. This year, the ad-
mission process in UG-level
courses will be conducted
through standalone online
admission portals at the in-
stitutional level, as was
done during the last aca-
demic session;” it said,

It said the NCCF for the
fouryear UG courses
would be implemented by
the institutions through op-
timum utilisation of exist-
ing resources or self-mobil-
Isation  of additional
resources, pending receipt
of additional financial
‘assistance, Ty o

“Colleges and university
teachers are not prepared.

- There is not much time to
even prepare the syllabus,
Only one month back, the
State government had just
asked for opinions, and
now after Class 12 results,
they are asking us to intro-
duce NEP. It’s a whimsical
move. All the burden and
responsibilities will come
onto the teachers. The
State government should
have decided mueh earlier
to introduce NEP” $aid
Mrinmoy Pramanick, &
teacher in a university.in
Kolkata, W %

- -
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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

| The N'atfonal Council of

Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has de-
cided to omit the chapter
on the periodic table from
Class X Science textbooks
as part-of the “rationalisa-
tion” exercise. The chap-
ter, however, has been re-
tained in Class XI textbook.

The NCERT had notified
these changes in its June
2022 cireular which has
been widely debated in
academic circles. The new
textbooks with these dele-
tions and changes have
now hit the market.

Nearly 68 lakh students
opted for Arts and Com-
merce stream in academic
year of 2021-22, which is
54% of 1.25 crore students
who passed Class X. Consi-
dering that a similar num-

. ber of students opt for non-

science streams in coming
years, thev may lose out on
the opportunity to learn
about the crucial basic
Chemistry concepts, that
are now only accessible in
Class XI.

While this data pertains
to nearly 60 State boards,

= 'th HINDU

Friday, June 2, 2023 —

s

DELHI

NCERT in rationallsatlon
move drops periodic table
chapter from Class X book

The new textbooks with the
deletions and changes have
now hit the market.

NCERT textbooks are con-
sidered as a cornerstone to
guide publicagion of State
board texthooks.

“The periodic table and
the logical organisation of
elements is fundamental to
the understanding of che-
mistry. To leave that out is
not preparing students
adequately for things they
may have to learn in fu-
ture. All students should
be expected to have a
knowledge of these basic
aspects of chemistry,” said
Gautam Menon, Professor
of Physics and Biology at
Ashoka University.

According to  the
NCERT, it has been carry-
ing out the exercise — “ra-
tionalisation of contents in

24

the textbooks™ — across all
classes to “reduce content
load on students, in view of
the COVID-19 pandemic™.
Earlier this year, the
council had controversially
dropped Darwin’s theory
of evolution from its Class
X textbooks. The council
has also deleted chapters —
Democracy and Diversity,
Popular Struggles and
Movements, Political Par-
ties, and Challenges to De-
mocracy — from the Polit-
cal Science textbooks as
part of the exercise.
Among other controver-
sial vmissions, the NCERT
had also deleted any men-
tion of Maulana Abul Ka-
lam Azad, a freedom fight-
er and India’s fust
Education Minister. The
authors of the revised Class
X1 textbook had also delet-
ed the fact that Jammu and
Kashmir had acceded to In-
dia on the basis of a pro
mise that the State would
remain autonomous, His-

tory of Mughal courts, refe- |

rences to the 2002 com-
munal riots in Gujarat, the
Naxalite movement, and
mention of Dalit writers
were also omitted from the
CBSE syllabus.
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Now peri_odic table off Class X syllabi

Kanam PRAKASH

TRIBUNE NFWS SLEVICE

NEW DELHI, JUNE 1

After removing Darwin’s
theory of evolulion, the
National Council of Educa-
tional Research and Training
(NCERT), in the name of low-
ering burden on Class X stu-
dents, has now removed top-
ics on periodic classification
of elements and sources of
energy and sustainable man-

- agement of natural resources
. from the science textbook.

/NOW:Pemd‘C
' {ableoffClassX...

. ndeaenoetoplclobe
removed by NCERT

R e

= B

Science is a mandatory
subject till Class X. It has
been learnt that the NCERT

afier Darwinstheory

on democracy and diversity,
popular  struggles and
movements, political par-
ties and challenges to

. democracy from Class X

socigl science pbook. The
chapter “Democracy and
Diversity” contaified impor-
tant topics lke 1968
Olympics Black Povyer
galute and discrimination
faced by members of the sC
community in India.
Among reasons cited for
these deletions include over-
lapping with similar confent
included in other subject
areas in the same class, simi-
lar content included in the
lower or higher class in the
same subject, content can be
learned by children through
self-learning or peer-learp-
ing, and content jrrelevant in
the present context,
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has deleted an entire chapter.
The deletion of these topics,
claims the government, is
part of the NCERT's ratio-
nalisation policy to cut bur-
den on students.

The NCERT &said the
National Education Policy-
2020 had also emphasised on
reducing the content load
and providing opportunities
for experiential learning with
a creative mindset. The coun-
cil has also deleted chapters

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9
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he National Council for -

Education. Research and "%

Training (NCERT) has
dropped ‘chapters on the
Periodic Table, the contribution
of agriculture to the national
economy, challenges to democt
racy, and sustainable manage-*
ment of natural resources from
the Class 10 textbook as part of
a “rationalisation” exercise. The
changes were based on expert
réecommendations ‘and the
‘revised textbooks are now

© available in the market. -

While the entire chapter
introducing the Periodic Table
has been.dropped from the
Class 10 Chemstry textbook,
it remains a part of the syllabus
for Class 11, The significance
of the topic s highlighted in the
Class 11 Chemistry textbook,

.- From Page 1 .

The NCGERT took into cor-
sideration the, learning ont-
comes developed across class-
es while making  these revi-
stons. : ‘

In addition to'the remoyal
of the Periodic Table chapter,
othér deletions were made in
the Class 10 Science textbook,
including . passages , on
“Evolution”, The Science text-
books for Classes 6, 7,and 8 no
longer include . chapters on
Fibre and Fabrics. Notably, the
“Why do we fall ill” chapterhas
been dropped from the Class 9
Science textbook. ;

The reasons provided by

| the NCERT for these dele-

'-‘DemocraCy no .

"Democracy no more in
'NCERT Class X book

which ipcl‘!ides a quote by

“American chemist Glenn 'T.

Seaborg stating that the
Periodic Table dis the most
important concept in chem-
istry. - ' i
“"The NCERT justified the
changes by stating that reduc-
ing content load on students is
crucial in light of the Covid-19
pandemic. 455 .
The National Education
Policy 2020.also emphasises the
need to decrease content load
and promote experiential?
learning, ~ ! o
Continued o Page 2

-~

tions include overlapping con-

.tent, Jack of releyance or out '

dated information, dil’ﬁculty,
and the accessibility of the
tapics through self-learning or
peer-learning. The removal of
several topics from NCERT
textbooks sparked controversy,
with the Opposition accusing
the Government of attempting
to erase certain portions, '
The NCERT initially
described the omissions.as a

-possible oversight but Iater

stated that minor chiangesneed
not be notified./The textbooks
are set for revision in 24124 with
the implementation: of ‘the
National Curriculum |

Franiework.
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THE NATIONAL Council for
Education Research and Training
(NCERT) has removed a chapter
that introduces students to the
Periodic Table from its Class 10
Science textbool. Achapteronthe
topic, however, remains part of
the Class 11 syllabus,

The revisions to the Class 10
textbooks, available in the market
anly now, were announced last
lune following what the NCERT
said was a rationalisation exercise

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY JUNE2 2023

Perlodlc Table chapter dropped from Class
textbooks of NCERT, remains for Class 11

based on expert recommenda-
tions. The mawve, it had said, had
become imperative to reduce
“content load™ onstudents in view
of the Covid pandemic.

Otherdeletions from the Class
10 Sciénce textbook include pas-
sageson Evolurion, althoughiit re-
mains a chapter in the Class 12
Biology textbook. Incidentally, the
Class 11 chapter on the Periodic
Table begins with a quote from
American chemist Glenn T
Seaborg which describesitas “ar-
guably the most important con-
cept in chemistry. both in pring-
pleand in practice.”

27

“An awareness of the Periodic
Table is essential to anyone who
wishes to disentangie the world
and see howitis builtupfromthe
fundamental building blocks of
the chemistry, the ¢hemical ele-
ments,” Seaborg’s quote further
reads. A chapter in the NCERT
textbook forClass 9deals with the
symhbols of elements, the atomic
mass, and molecules,

Among ather topics spiked is
“Fibre and Fabrics™, which was
part of the Science syllabus for
Classes 6, 7 and 8. The chapter in
the Class 6 texthook had a refer-
enee to Mahatma Gandhi's use of

the charkha.

"Ancther hand-operated de-
vice for spinning is charlcha. Use
of charkha was popularised by
Mahatma Gandhi as part of the
Independence movement. Heen-
couraged people to wear clothes
made of homespun yarn and
shunimported cloth made in the
mills of Britain," it read.

Anather deletion that stands
outis “Why dowe fallill”, achap-
ter in the earlier version of the
Science textbook for Class . This
chapter introduced students w
viruses and atr-borne discases
suchasCovied- 19, citing which the

rationalisation exs
ried out by the NCE

Apart from its
perts, the NCERT b
external experts, di
faculty of Delhi Un
various Kendriya V
private schools for
the rationalisation:

Thefactors cite
behind the deletion
entwhichare “ovel
relevant or ouldats
enteontext”, "diffia
cessible w childee
learned through s

peer-laarning”,
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ICERT drops chapterson ‘period

5 & AGENCIES
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abid to reduce the burden
| students, the National
yuncil of Fducational
ssearch and Training
[CERT) has dropped the full
\apter on Periodic Classifi-
stionof Flements, a full chap-
ron Democracy and Diver-
ty,afull dxamegon(}mllmgcs
yDemaocracy, andafull page
n Political Parties from the
ewly released textbooks of
‘lass 10 students. As per the

o >3E o, TR S IR e
NCERT, the decision has been
taken to reduce the contentload
on students in view of the
COVID-19 pandemic. Com-
plete chapterson theseabove

pFRs = >

subjecrsnowsmnddcletcdas
apartofa’ ratiopalisation”
meant to reduce the "burden
onstudents”,

Among the topics dropped

from the science textbook is

ictable’, ‘challehgest

also the chapter on environ-

mental sustainability and

sources of energy.
According to the NCERT
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odemocracy’ fromclass

As per the NCERT, the decision has been taken
to reduce the content load on students in view

of the COVID-19 pandemi

¢. Complete chapters

on these above subjects now stand deleted as
apartofa rrationalisation” meant to reduce

the "burden on students”

website, “The National Edu-
cation Policy 2020, also empha-
sises reducing the content
Joad and providing opportu-
nities for experiential learning
with a creative mindset. Inthis
background, NCERT has

[3 n

undertaken the exercisé’to
rationalise the (extbooks aCoss
all classes. Learning Outcomes
already developed by the
NCERT across classes have
been taken into considera-
tion in this c_xer(:ise.'

e -

B
10 tethOOk.“

"Conients of the

ilar content included
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KRrISHNA KUMAR

THERE WAS SOMETHING inits chemistry of
ideas and informartion that made it different
from any other course | had taught. In the
id-1990s, Jesus and Mary College (JMC) in
the capital admirted the first batch of young
women in this new course, For quite some
time, people found its acronym name hard
to pronounce, partly because it referred to
an unfamiliar territory of knowledge:
“Flementary Education”, What does a uni-
versity have todowith it, people asked when
the proposal was placed on the agendaof the
Academic Council of Delhi University (DU).
[he thenVice-Chancellor, Upendra Baxi, was
ateacher and theorist of law, He successfully
argued for its approval, and a course that
gained global fame within a few years
started.

Every Friday moming I drove from the
porth campus to JMC across the city [or a
double period. I carried on for two years, The
excitement of teaching the first batch of out-
of-school students whose aim was to be-
come elementary school feachers has sur-
vived intactin my memory. It is time to place
it un record, when the B.ELEd course 1s facing
anuncertain furure.

Whatis conternporary India like? Onca it
had settled in their minds, the question never
stopped rocking the students. They wanted
1o discuss every shred of evidence they had
picked up from their own life and from the
ather segments of the B.ELEd. It was a roller-
coasterchemistry of knowiledge. An unusual
ingredient of this chemistry was the analysis
of the primary A upper-primary curricu-
lum that the students yvere required (o do.
And then there was an investigative project
1o study the genealogy of an industrial prod-
uct, The firkt year at college could hardly be
f10TE EXCIting.

The first batch graduated as the 20th cen
tury ended. By then, the course was running
in eight colleges, Delhi's educational world
noticed something uncanny as the B.ELEd
trained teachers started to get jubs, Principals
felt thelr spark. Their grasp of school subjects
was just as good as their knowledge of the
way children think. Teachess trained by othey,
more conventional, courses also knew child
psychology, but the B.ELEd teacher under-
stoed that neither cognition nor lkearning can
be dissociated from a child's social context.

School principals alsv peticed the in-
domitable spint of these teachers. They re
tused to he defeated by lack of resources or
by the gossip culture of staff rooms. Some of
them returned 1o the university for Master's
level studies. They qualified to become
teacher educators themselves, In setection
interviews, if a candidate used Paget and

[ ISR

THEINDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JUNE 2,2023

rial lecture at JMC. The collective appeal made
by these scholars to DU demanstrates the
glohal fame of B.ELE,

They are puzzled why this world-class
course shoukl! be threatened. It seems that
DU wants to replace it with a course-pro-
posed inthe new education policy. Whycan't
that new course be introduced in other col-
leges? DU has more than 70 constituent col-
leges. 1f B.ELEA goes. it will be remembered
asan innovation that made amark but could
not change the mindset. it made a break-
through of the kind NCERT and NCIE could
only fantasise about. In its short life of less
than three decades, B.ELEd faced every pos-
sible bureaucratic impasse. The strangest ob-
stacles had todowith the term “elementary™

With Parliament’s appraval of the Right
1o Education (R1E) one assumed that, atlong
last, eight years of elementary ecucation
would become the norm. This expectation
seriously underestimated the burden of his-
tory thatIndia's system of education lovesto
carry. Every state, including Delhi, was 12?
to the separate existence of “primary™ an
............. wmanr chaane Thair ecenaralinn is

ke life and times of B.El

(ke life and times of B.ELE
Perhaps it is too early to write the obituary of this unique teacher education

course. But its uncertain fate speaks of larger things

The first batch graduated as
the 20th century ended. By
then, the course was running
in eight colleges. Delhi's
educational world noticed
something uncanny as the
R.ELEd trained teachers
started to get jobs, Principals
felt their spark. Their grasp
of school subjects was just
as good as their knowledge

CR Susikumar

doingwas this; “Tinagine that you meet India
ane day on he road. What guestion wold
youlike to ask in your brief mecring?” One of
the studentswrote: "I will ask why duyou(Le.
India) make us fight for every little thing?"

Perhaps itis too early to wnte the obitu-
ary of this unique teacher education course,
| find it strange and sad that the new policy
document does not celebrate the BELE as
an outstanding Indian achievementin a
menbund Geld like teacher education. But
then, the policy does not acknowledge the
past. Struggles and accomplishments are
equally ignored, the assumption being thar
something totally unknown needs to be put
in place. But If the policy’s support for mno-
vations Is to be Laken seniously, it must en-
courage DU to sustain ane of its greatest re
cent innovations.

An international conferénce on teacher
training held in Udaipur a few years ago ac-
knowledged e problems this sector facesin
many countries, In India. the [ate Justice 15
Verma led a Comumission appointed by the
Supreme Coustfo inquirewhy reacher educa-
tion s insuch a sad state. His report provides
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Pedagpgy was at the core of education in ancient India. Gurukulas
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in jour countyy 'that
ppases every ikeform
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satior hnpb.mcmmg

fnnh:@ndd&tmxm Thess
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all pratexis’ and 4

Jduu 1o se¢ Sredogic behind: the ;
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Yhe shrpdding of the soune coni-

ClgssX :ygf‘ Ik Thiswas witl: 2
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“light bt tgh especially
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rond and the wsul

rant’ arurna | that dhe students!
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1800 scientists, science, ieachers’
andeducatsis 5 on the dropping’
of {Charles Duriins Theory of,
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scince syiubu; ip Clags X cur|
riculuné of the CBSE by the!
NCFRT. They: demandsd s
thethearyof Darwialan evolurion
should be restored. |

“Indagt, the nulo.muu ion.of
Lumenls Wik ..-uvmi ol Last year)
by computtes of experts b«ucd
on Jearning ontaomgs, difficult
lesvd, the relevance of topicy, a,
m\!oye:h.pp;n., hotfontally and
vesticaliy! I
Ic&nms] ‘for, self-learning
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Class X, uﬁhagtfl S #n "Heredity
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focas of Jearners awary. frar
conzent and lastruction, and

"Jay emphasis ua cognitive
| processes and higherorder -

thinking skifls. The cyscity of
learpers and their stare’ of
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consderiton while selecting .
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alesoros learning
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AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs

NEW DELH, JUNE5

The Indian Institute of

‘Technology (IIT) Madras

the top spol
institutes in the

Indian
Science (1iSc) Bengaluru
was adjudged the best
university and research
institution, according to
fhe ministry of educa-
tion's national institu-
tional ranking freme-

work.

The rankings Were
announcet by Union min-
ister of state for educa-
tion Rajkumar Ranjan
Singh on Friday.

Seven UTs — Madras,
Bombay;, Delhi, Eanpur,
Kharagpur, Roorkee and
Guwahati — figured in
‘the top 10 in‘the overall

“.rankings,
7 The AITMS, which was

ranked ninth last vear,
. ranking to
sixth this year, while JNU
retained its tenth position
in the overall category.
The ranking framework,
now in its eighth edition,
evaluates institutions on

five broad generic groups
of eters of teach:
ing, learning and

FesQuIces, research and

Institute  of

ol _"}‘/l’ In medical colleges category, D

NIRF 2023: IIT-M

institute, lISc best varsft

=

5nllm$mmgtop1om

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 5

The Delhi University
(DU) saw a marginal
improvement in the
Union ministry of educa-

tion's National
Institutional Ranking
Framework P

announced on Monday as

it climbed two 5pots to -
attain the 11th rank
among u_niversiﬁesrln
the overall rankings as
well, DUs position
jmproved 1o

last year 3
Jamia Millia 1slamia
(JINIT) ce-chancellor
Najma Akhiar said the
varsity had progressed
from B3rd rank in 2016 to
third rank in 2022 in the
NIRF rankings and
attributed the achieve-
ment to improved percep-

professional practice,
graduation oufcomes, out-
reach and inclusivity and
perception.

Ranks are assigned
based on the total sum of
marks assigned for each
of these five broad groups
of parameters.

In the universities cate-
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tion of the university
with regard to teaching
and research.

“] gm very happy that
JMI once again figures
among the top three uni-
versities in the country
We have been consistent
in our mettle, making
efforts to improve the
quality of teaching,
Jearning, and research at
the university In
rankings, we have pro-
pressed from 89rd rank
in 2016 to third rank in
opgs  and  We. have
retained it this vear tou,”
Dr Akhtar said.

Tive DU colleges WCEE
among the top 10 calleges
in the country this yean
with: the Miranda House
and the Hindu College
retaining their rankings
and bagging the top twu
spots.

gory, USc Bengalurn
bageed the top gpol, fol-
Jowed by JNU and Jamia
Millia Islamiz at second
and third ranks. The trio
were on the same posi-
tiong last year too.
Banaras Hindu
University, which Was
ranked sixth last year i

elhi's AITMS bagged top épot

adras top

S

the category, improved its
rank and bagged-the fifth
spot. o
Manipal Academy of
Higher Education,
Amrita Vishwa
Vidvapeetham in
Coimbatore, Calcutta
University, Vellore
Institute of Technology,
igargh uslim

of Hyderabad
‘subsequent positions in
{he universities category.
Eight OTs — Madras,
Dethi, Bombay, -Kanpur, -
Roorkee, Kharagpur,
Gusvahatiand Hyderabad
__were in the top 10 ranks
{n the engineering instifu-
tions calegory.
Tiruchi

The NIT .
slipped by one gpot this

year and bagged the ninth ¢

rank, while Jadavpur
Univeraity magle its entry
i (he top 10 in thecateco:
ry and baggnd the 1tth
position. AR :

Among colleges,
Miranda House, Hindu
College and Presidency
College-Clirnnal retained
the fust and second and -
thind pusitions.

1\ Ahmedabad and
Bangalore retained 1@
first and second ranks
regpectively among the B-
sehools. In the medical
colieges category. ATIMS,
Delhi bageed the top epot. o
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NEW DELHI: Delhi University's
(DU) Miranda House remained
the best college in the country
for the seventh year in a row,
according to the National Inss-
tutional Ranking Framework
(NIRF) 2023, which released the
rankings on Monday.

Among the top 10 were also
four other DU eolieges, including
Hindu College, which retained
the second position for the sec-
ond consecutive year, It was fol-
lowed by Atma Ram Sanatan
Dharma (ARSD) College, which

stood ranked sixth, while Lady -

Shri Ram College for Women
(LSR) and-Kirori Mal College
Jolngy shzred the ninth position

Last year too, five colieges of
DU were in the top 10 list

Meanwhile, Delhi Universite
fafled to secure a place in the top
10 universities of the counoy
even as fts position bumped up
by twio places this vear.

In a statement issued after the
rankings were released, ©Miranda
Hous= said, “Miranda House is
bhumbled to be recognized as
rank one among colleges in the
prestiglous NIRF 2023 for 2/sev-
enth cunsecutive .yéar, We
exterid our heartfelt congratula-
tiuns to the entire Miranda
‘House family - students, teach-
€rs, siaff and alymni for this phe-
nomenal achievement. This
position is a testimony to the
support received from our gov-
erning body members."

Principal of Hindu Colleges,
Anju Srivastava, attributed the
coliege’s second rank to its all-
round efforts simed at holistic
development of students.

"This is a constant process as
several parameters ere involved.
We intend to increase the flexi-
bility and choices in our courses
as well as possibility of employ-
ment, which we hope will help
us in improving our score fur-
ther," she said. :

NIRF judges colleges on the
basfs of five key parameters —
Teaching, Learning and Resour-
ces; Research and Professional
Practice; Graduation Outcomes;

Quircach and Inchisivity and,

Peer Perception. While the first
parameter Is given the most
weightage at 0.40, the second

NEW DELHI: Delhi University
will introduce Blech pro-
grammes from the upcoming
academic session with &
capacity of 380 students who
will be admitted in three
englneering courses through
JEE Mains. officials said on
Monday. !

According to officials, the
three courses are BTech
Computer Science and Engi-
neering, BTech Electronics
and Communication Engi-
neering, and BTech Electrical
Engineering

A propo.,al in the matter
will be preseated before the
unfversity’s execative council
on Friday, za officia] said,
according to news ngcncy
PT1, adding chat the univer-
sitv recefved epproval from

the ministry of education kn
April for the creation of 72
teaching and 48 non-teach-
ing posts for the new pro-

L :

DU tointroduce three BTech
courses this yr for 360 students

- ous issues within its terms of

grammes. The university in
2021 constituted & committes
to deliberate on the introduc-
tion of the new courses.
"The committee held sev-
eral meefings in the last one-
and-helf years and systemati-
cally deliberated upon vari-

reference to facilitate the inj-
tiation of the three BTech
programmes,” an official
said citing the report submit-
ted by the panel.

The repart states the uni-
versity will use the Joint
Entrance Examination
(Mains) score obtained by an
aspirant for admission to the
EBTech programmes. The
committee recommended
thatadequate errangements
be made for classrooms and
Iaboratories for the same till
the exclusive butlding for the
Facutty df Technology is built
and made operational.  Pmi

and tmrd pammeters a.legwm a
weightage of 0.15 and 0,25,
respectively. The last wo
parameters have a weightage of
010 each.

What helped ARSD College to
increase its rank by a place this
year was lmproving perception

and carrying out deralled aca--

demic research, its principal
Gyantosh Jha said, “A major
aspect that helped us were the
several research papers which
were published in international
journels,” Tha sald
Meanwhile, ranking of LSR,
one of the most sought after DU
colleges, drapped from fifid; last
vear to minth this year. The posi-
tion was shared by Kirorimal
College, which; meanwhile,
stood a place up than last vear,
DU alsp sawan improvement
in its rank as it went up by two
positions this vear, securing the
1th position in the st of univer-
sities. In a statement, DU vice-
chancelior, Professor Yogesh
Singh, congratulated the efforts
of &)l stakeholders. “This is the
result of the eollective efforts of
teachers, students, principals,

staff and everyone associated
with DU," Singh aaid.

Among the universities in
Delhi which made to the top 10
list are Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity and Jamia Millia Islamia,

both retaining their last year’s - -

rankings of second and third.
respectively, Indlan Institute of
Science. Bengaluru topped the
Iist. Jamia vice-chancellor Pro-
fessor Nejma Akhtar said, "We
have been constantly on our
mettie making efforts to improve
the quality of teaching, leamning
and research in the university,”
she said.

in the engineering category,
Indian Institute of Technology,

Delhi stood at the third position-

in the overall category of the
NIRF rankings 2023. Professor
P.V. Rao, Dean, Plenning, and
Head Rankings Cell, TT-Delhi,
said,

“II'l Delhi has heen consist-
ently doing exceedingly well in
the NIRF rankings,. The ressarch
contributions made by II'T Delhi
faculty and rescarchers have
plaved a keyrole in the rankings
of the institute,”
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"DU launches
e-book collection,
digital archive

SV Valshnavi | nn

New Delhi; With over 17 lakh docu-
ments that consist of books, prints.
periodicals, monographs, thesis and
other resources, Delhi University
launched itse-book collectionand di-
gital archive on Tuesday as part of
its centenary celebrations.

The DU library system (DULS),

recognised for its wide cellection, -

this year alone hasadded subject col-
lections from nine reputed publis-
hers such as Oxford University
Press, Cambridge University Press,
Bloomberg, SAGE Publishing, Tay-
lor and Francis, Elsevier, Springer
Nature, and Wiley Online Books.

Along with the subject collection,
83,000 e-books and digital archives ha.
ve been added to its pool of resources.

Speaking at the launch, DU vice-
chancellor Yogesh Singh said, “Libra-
ries play a very important role in the
Iife of universities. Now, a big change

as come in the form of e-resources.

'hen the concept of ejournals came,
many educators were not comfortable
with it, jbut now the mindset has
changed. Thereisnodifference betwe-
en ejournalsand printed journals, It
is only a medium. It is important to
change our mindset with the chang-
ingtimes and technology.” '

Singh added that the university
had sanctioned a fund of Rs110 crore
for the expansion of the library,

“In the last 20-30 years, the internet
has brought a Iot of changes to work
practices, Mobile transaction systems
like UPLhave proved to be revolutionary
in the banking system. India has emer-
ged as the leading country in the world
in UPT transactions, We have to change
things inthe library system in a similar
way so that one can acoess library reso-
urces fromanywhere,” said Singh.

< - THE HINDU
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/Modj’s school to

be developed as a
model institution

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI1

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s first school in his
hometown, Vadnagar, in
Mehsana district of Gujarat
is being developed as a mo-
del school called Prerna to
inspire youth of the coun-
try to become “catalysts of
change”.

Prerna, which means in-
spiration, is being deve-
loped as an “experiential”
school, top government
sources said, adding that it

| is envisioned to be a school

of the fumr; but with focus
on values imparted using
various techniques and
technologies.

First batch

The first batch is to grad-
uate next year. Two stu-
dents each from the more
than 750 districts of the
country would be selected
to spend around a week in
the school, the sources
said, adding that at any
time, 30 students from 15
districts would be at the
school, which has eight
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The government is
also developing an
archaeological
museum in Vadna

classrooms,

The building, construct-
ed in the late 19th century,
has been extensively
restored.

The Union Culture Mi-
nistry, along with the Guja-
rat government, is also de-
veloping a state-of-the-art
archaeological museum in
the ancient town. The mu-
seum will showcase the de-
velopment of the town
through the lens of seven
cultural periods in a span
of 2,500 years. It will also
offer a walkway through
the excavated site.

The effort is to complete
the work by October. The
approximately ¥200 crore
required to develop the
museum will be borne by
the Union Culture Ministry.

The Gujarat government
has roped in several institu-
tions to carry out research

in the town. /
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New degree on table: Bachelor of

Sclence for humanities, commerce

RITIKA CHOPRA
NEW DELHI, ‘UN: 7

KEEPING IN line with global
normsand the National Education
Policy (NEP) 2020, the country's
higher education regulator is
poised to introduce a new range
of college degree names, includ-
ing a Bachelor of Science (BS) de-
gree in disciplines like arts, hu-
manities, management and
commerce.

Currently, the University
Grants Commission (UGC) per-
mits universities to offer a
Bachelor of Arts (BA) degree in
arts, humanities and social sci-
ences, and the Bachelorof Science
(more commonly abbreviated in
India asBSc)degreeis typically for
science subjects,

However, with the NEP 2020
advocating a restructuring of un-
dergraduate and postgraduate de-
grees, a committee set up by the
UGCtoreview degree nomencla-
tures has recommended thar the
new four-year undergraduate ho-
nours (or honours with research)
degree programme, ilrespective
of the discipline, can also be of-
feredasaBachelor of Science (BS)
degree.

Similarly, universities can
adopt the Master of Science (MS)
nomenclature for both the one
and two-year posigraduate pro-
grammes, even for disciplines
such as arts, humanities, manage-
ment, and commeree,

Although the committae has

Follows
3 NEP
SE@ roadmap

EXPLAINED

I SECTION 22 of the UGC
Act empowersthe
Commission to notify de-
gree nomenclature. The
decision, which offers
more flexibility to stu-
dents, is in line with
global norms and the
National Education

l Policy (NEP) 2020.

recommended using BS nomen-
clature for degrees across disci-
plines, it hasn't permitted the use
of BA and MA for science pro-

The UGC, The Indian Fxpress
hasleamt, will soon share the five-
member committee's recom-
mendationsin the public dornain
for feedback, following which the
Commission will notify the fresh
set of degree nomenclatures.

The use of BA and BS for un-
dergraduate programmes across
disciplines is a prevalent practice
abroad, where universities often
ofter, say, BA and BS degrees in
Psychology or Economics. Insuch
a case, the programme curricu-
lumsetsthe BA degreeapart from
the BS. While a BS degree gives a
student a more specialised edu-
cation in the subject. a BA degree
(in the same subject) provides
more flexibility. The latter is de-

signed with a broader choice of
courses allowing the student to
tailorhis/her education to his/her
interests.

For instance, Harvard
University offersbotha BA and BS
degree in engineering sciences.
The BA engineering student is re-
quired to earn fewer credits than
the BS student and has greater
flexibility to pursue her interests
outside of engineering. The BS de-
gree, on the other hand, provides
greater technical depthinthe cho-
sen engineering area.

The committee's report was
discussed during the UGC meet-
ing held in the last week of May.
After discussions, the Commiission
decided to publicly disclose its rec-
ommendations for feedback be-
fore finalising the new degree
names.

The formation of the five-
member panel was a direct re-
sponse to the NEP 2020, which
proposed the introduction of a
four-Year undergraduate degree
programme offering flexible en-
try and exit options, along with a
one-year master’s degree,
Currently, undergraduate pro-
grammes, except for professional
degrees such as engineering and
medicine, typically are of three
years, while master’s pro-
grammes extend over two years.

The cormmittee hasalsomade
the foliowing recommendations:

B The four-year undergradu-
ate honours degree programme
will include *Hons' in brackets,
such as BA (Hons), BCom (Hons ).
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or BS(Hens). Additionally, afoq
year honours programme with
research components will have
“Hons with Ressarch’in parenthe-
ses, like BA(HommmResearch
and BCom {Hons with Rseardx)

BThe notification of new de-
gree nomenclatures will be an on-
going process. Universities can
propase new degree names that
arerelevant to contemporary and
emerging societal needs to the
UGC. Upon approval, the higher
education regulatorwill notify the
new degree nomenclature,

& The committee recom-
mendsdiscontinuing the nomen-
clature of the MPhil' degree, as per
the NEP 2020's recommendation
toscrap the MPhil programme.

W If a student has earned al
the required credits for a pro-
gramme, she can be considered
for the award of a qualification
(such as a certificate, diploma or
degree) even before the comple-
tionofthe programme's duration,
For example, if a student has
carned all the required credits for
a four-year programme in 3.5
years,she should beehgublemnec
ceive her degree,

However, the committee clar-
ifies that the new degree names
will only apply prospectively, and
the old degree names will con-
tinue to be used even after the in-
troduction of the new terminol-
ogy. Therefore, the current
three-year honours degree pro-
gramme will continue alongside

thefour-year honours degree pro-
gramime. ~
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- Now; 33 Imore academjeg

e e —dissociafe from NCERT
e | textbooks over Tevisions’
Titaes Newss Nerwaonye iw

New Delhi: Daysafter vogan. (> Among 33 signatpries to the

i T4 Yadav and Sypag Palshikar | letter to NCERT director werg
dissociated themselves from | Kanti Plasadhlpal,l’m::

: NCERT'spoJiuca)sdenoetem- fﬂhamuehh..ll}eevihargava,

i books aver defarion 0f some | Niraja Gopal fayal, Nivedita

; Portions, 33 more academnics | Menon, Vipal Mudgal, pete;

i 9N Wednesday askeg the coun.

i cll to drop their fames from | > “(NCERT) s ot at liberty to
the  Texthog) Development | make substantive changes ang

i Committee, allegingtheir“cor. | then claim that the same sef of

: lective effort is in JeOpaI’d}"’ | contri and ChlefadeSOI'S

P dletter to NCERT divec. | Contine to be (oponsiblefor  :
 tor Dinesh Saklanj, they saq LK/‘“ TS tent the etter says
since there have been sevarg) ' 2

substantiye revisions of the
i Original texts,thembymaldng
¢ them diffarpnt boaks, “We find
3 itdifnamtodajmﬂmtmese
: arethehopks We produced and
I oto ASS0ciate our nameg with

them.”t.belénersmrs.

¢ »Collective effort, Pls

Collective effort M",jé(‘)pard)n
33 academics on NCERT’s
Tationalisation’ exercise

Toaes News Nerwon TIMES VIEW: When so many
: ] respected academics want to disas-
New Delhi: The 33 academics who ¢l - themselves from the reyiseq
have writtan 14 the NCERT director textbooks, the government should
A asking him t0 drop their names from  ack itsels why. It would be in the spirit
the Textboak Development Comm:g- of democracy that the government
ee (TDC) include Ranti Prasag Bal- engagesina dialogue with them, A
Pai, aformer NG professor who cur. relook at the revisions would als be
rently serves as the viee dean at Na- in order.
tional University; Singapore, Pratap
4 Bhanu Mehta, formerp VC of Ashoka the guidance of the chief advisorsip
‘University, Rajeer Bhargava, former 48 many copies ang editions that i
directorof CsDs, Nirgja Gopal Javal, wishes But it s not ar liberty to
dformer JNU Professor; Nivedita e. make substantive changes and then
nonf{alsofrom JNU), VipulMudgal Of " clajm that the same sef of contrib-
Common Cayse and Peler Ronald utors and chief advisors continue to
deSouza, former director of Indian be responsible for the revised text”
Institute of Advanceg Studies, said the letter
= = Last week, Yadav ang Palshikar
TEXTR Q0K ROW had said the rationatisation exercige
: had “mutilared” the books beyongd
Terming the textbooks they pro- recognition anpg rendered those
duced ag g truly remarkanble set of “academicaﬂy dysfunctional™ anda
school textbooksin Palitical science, sourceof embarragsment.
the academics said that “the politica) The dropping of several topics
scientists whe coniributed to this o from NCERT texthooks last month
fort came from multiple perspectives triggered a controversy, It was aj-
andhad varied idealogical positions”, leged that while changes made as
They said in the context of part of the rationalisation exercise
NCERT’s rationzlisation exercise Werenotified, someof the controver.
during Covig, "“we e OV given to  sjg) deletions were notmentioned,
belisve that this Creative collective NCERT had described the ormis.
effort is injeopardy”. s10ns as a possible oversight but re-
Raising the issueq of academic fusediowndn thess, saying they were
freedom, pedagogicintegrit Yandin- haseqg on the recommendations of
stitutional propriety, the writers al erts. However, it subsequently
50 sought clarifications from the changeqd is stand and said “minaor
Council “on the question of Intellar Ak -
S LT [ C
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33 ACADEMICS ASK
NCERT TO REMOVE
THEIR NAMES FROM
SCHOOL TEXTBOOKS

Fareeha Iftikhar

leters@ hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Expressing concerns
over the substantive revision of
the original National Council of
Educational Research and Train-
ing (NCERT) textbooks, 23 acade-
micians, who were part of the
textbook development commit-
tee, on Wednesday asked the
council to remove their names
from the current books. This
comes days after two former
NCERT advisers, Yogendra Yadav
and Suhas Palshikar, distanced
themselves from the ‘rationalised

f' )
{ TEXTBOOK ROW }

Fareeha Iftikhar

| Iate’:s@hinduﬂanﬂmes.nm

NEW DELHI: Expressing con-
cerns over the substantive revi-
sion of the original National
Council of Educational Research
and ‘Training textbooks, 33 aca-
demicians, who were part of the
textbook developrment commit-
| tee, on Wednesday asked the
council to remove their names
from the current textbooks.

Their reguest comes days
after two former NCERT advis-
ors, Yogendra Yadav and Suhas
Palshikar, dissociated them-
selves from the “rationalised”
political science textbooks.

In a letter written to NCERT
director Dinesh Prasad Saklani,
the 33 political scientists, who
were members of the textboak
development committee for

33 advisers .ask NC

political science textbooks. 3Pn /

The advisors sald that recent
‘raticnalisation exercise’ of
"NCERT has jeopardiscd their
creative collective effort’,

books drafted in 2006-07 based
on 2005 version of the National
Curriculum Framewark (NCF)
and are currently in use, said
that recent rationalisation exer-
cise of NCERT has “jeopardised
their creative collective effort”,
“NCERT is now making
changes to the textbooks, These

involve deletions of sentences
and removal of some sections
(even chapters) considered
unacceptable with emphasis
given o others considered desir-
able. The decision of who
decides what is unacceptable
and what is desirable has been

- Kkept rather opague, violating the

core principles of transparency
... read the Jetter.

The signatories included
former vice-chancellor of
Ashoka University and political
scientist Pratap Bhanu Mehta,
Delhi University's Radhika
Menon, Nivedita Menon of Jaw-
aharlal Nehru University (JNU},
Kanti Prasad Bajpai, National
University Singapore Vice-Dean,
and former JNU professor
Rajeev Bhargava, among others.

“We are now given to believe

‘that this creative co)]cctix’e effort

JRT to drop their names

is in jeopardy...With greatregret
at this turn of events we, there- |
fore, request you Lo delete our
names, 25 members of the Text-
book Development Committee,
from the political science text-
hoolks of NCERT," they said.

Last Thursday (June 8), Yadav
and Palshikar, wha were the |
chief advisor of the textbook
development committee.at the
same time wrote to the NCERT
alleging that the rationalisation
exercise has “mutilated text-
books bevond recognition and
rendered them dcademically
dysfunctional”™.

The NCERT last Friday (June
9) in statement said the council
has the right to make thanges
based on copyright #wnership
and asserted that the "with-
drawal of association by any one
member is out of the question”,
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33 acadgj;lcs
want thg@p v
names gut of
NCERT books

The Hindu Bureau

NEW DELHI

Days after Yogen adav
and Suhas

ers to the National Cmmcﬂ
For Educational Research
and Training (NCERT), dis-
tanced themselves from |
the “rationalised” political
science textbooks, 33 aca-
demics who were on the
textbook  development |
committee  wrote to
NCERT Director D.P. Sakla-
ni on June 14, requesting,
their names be removed 1
from the textbooks. Mr.

' Saklani told The Hindu that

the' lefter had been te-
ceived,” but refused
comrment.

“The decision of who
decides what is unaccepta-
ble and what is desirable
has been kept - rather
opaque, violating the core
principles of transparency |
and contestation that, we
believe, underlies academ-
ic knowledge production,”
the letter from the academ-
ics said.

Pratap Bhanu Mehta,
political scientist, Centre
for Policy Research; Radhi-

“ka Menon of Delhi Univer-
+sity , Nivedita Menon of Ja-

waharlal Nehru University
and Kanti Prasad Bajpai,
Vice-Dean, National Un-
iversity, Singapore are
among the signatories.

/
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33 academicians want names

<>

-t

dropped from NCERT books

Collective effort in jeopardy’; Council says out of question

AGE CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, JUNE 15

Days after political scien
_Hsts Yogendra Yadav and

-Suhaz Palshikar wrote Lo
the NCERT, asking their
names to be dropped from
textbooks, 33 academi-
cians, who were part of
the Texthook Develo-
pment  Committee, have
written to the council,
saying their collective cre-
ative effort is in jeopardy.

The academicians have
also demanded that their
names be dropped frem
the textbooks.

The academicians were
part of the {extbook devel-
‘opment ‘committee
of-rthe National Council
for Educational Research
and Training (NCERT).

“The textbooks were the
resull of ‘extensive delib-
erations and collabora-
tions among political sci-
entists from various per-
spectives and jdeological
backgrounds and original-
ly intended to impart
knowledge about India’s

¢ THE DROPPING of sev-
eral topics and portions
from NCERT textbooks
fast month triggered a
controversy, with the
Opposition blaming the
BJP-led Centre for
“whitewashing with
vengeance”

freedom struggle, the con-
stitutional framework, the
funetioning of democracy,
and key aspects of Indian
politics while also inte-
grating global develop-
ments and theoretical
principles of political sci-
ence,” the letter read.

In a letier to the NCERT
last week, Mr Yadav and
Mr Phalsikar had ‘said &
rationalisation exercise
has “mutilated” the books
bevond recognition and
rendered those “academi-
cally dysfunctional,” and
the textbooks that were a
source of pride for them
earlier have now become a
gource of embarrassment.

The NCERT, however,
had said the withdrawal of

42

anvone’s association is out
of question as textbooks at
the school level are devel-
oped on the basis of knowl-
edge and understanding
on a given subject and at
no  stage indivicnal
authorship is claimed.

The dropping of several
topics and portions from
NCERT textbooks last
month triggered a contro-
versy, with the Opposition
blaming - the BJP-led
Centre for “whitewashing
with vengeance.”

At the heart of the con-
troversy was the fact that
while the changes made as
part of the rationalisation
exercise were notified,
some of the controversial
deletions were nat men-
{ioned. This led to allega-

. tions about a bid 1o delete

these portions surrepti-

tiously. .
The  NCERT had
described the omissions
as a possible oversightbul
refused to undo the dele-
tions, saving they were
based on the recommen-
datéons of experis.
R
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‘45 changes to be made in Social
Studies, Kannada textbooks

Rather than withdraw textbooks, the government will issue a supplementary booklet indicating

the changes recommended by the expert panel; new committee in a month, says Minister

The Hindu Burean
BENGALURU

s many as 45 chang-
£ Aes in the Kannada
and Social Studies
textbooks prescribed for
® classes between VI and X,
were approved in the State
s Cabinet on Thursday that
included the dropping of
lessons on RSS founder
7.B. Hedgewar and Hin-
dutva ideologue V.. Savar-
kar that were added by the
¥ previous BJP government.
A lesson written by

Chakravarthi-Sglibele was |

also dropped, while the Ca-
binet ‘cleared adding back
lessons on Savithri Pule,
B.R. Ambedkar, and Jawa-
harlalNehru that had been
dropped in the process of
textbook revision underta-
ken by the previous BJP
government.

By June end

Ruling out the withdrawal
of the entire textbooks that
have been distributed to
students already, the go-
vernment has decided to
issue a supplementary
booklet containing 45

Essentially, we have
retained what was there
before the textbook
revision. We are -
including what the BJP
government had
dropped and dropping
what they had added.
Manv minor changes
that were required won't
be done for now.

MADHU BANGARADPPA, ‘
Primary and Secondery Education
Minister

changes based on the re-
commendation by a five-
member expert committee
that had been sc¢t up ear-
lier. The committee includ-

ed Rajappa Dalwoy, Ravish
Kumar, T.R. Chandrashe-
kar, Ashwathnarayan, and
Rajesh. The supplemen-
tary booklets will reach the
students of about 75,000
schools across the State be-
fore the end of June.

“By the time our govern-
ment was formed, the text-
books had already reached
students. To recall them
and print new textbooks
would involve high costs.
There has been a prece-
dence of providing supple-
mentary booklets and we
will start the distribufion of
booklets in a few days. Be-
fore the end 'of this month,
booklets will reach the stu-
dents,” Primary and Secon-
dary Education Minister
Madhu Bangarappa told
presspersons in the post-
Cabinet meeting briefing
on Thursday.

Full revision next year

“Essentially, we have re-
tained what was there be-
fore the textbook revision.
We are including what the
BJP  government had
dropped and we are drop-
ping what they had added.
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In fact, many minor chang-

es that were required
won’t be done for now. A
new textbook revision

.committee will be formed
‘in a month and based on

the recommendation, text-
books will be revised from
the mext academic year”
He indicated that the sup-
plementary | bookléts could
be about 15,  pages.

The Minister said that
besides sending the sup-
plementary booklets,
teachers would also be in-

formed on the lessons that |

should be not raught in
classtooms and lessons
that should be raught.

Reading of Preamble
. The Cabinet also decided
to make the reading of the
Preamble of the Indian |
Constitution mandatory in
all schools. Social B’elfare

all students to understand
the Preamble. It will also
be mandatory for all go-
vernment and semi-go-
vernment institutions to

display a copy of the

Preamble in their offices.

7
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' Ktakacuts anti-conversion
law, chapter on Hedgewar |

Arun Dev and b
| Pryanka Rudrappe fl Cong govt undoes BIPis changes 4
' letters @hingustantimas om | anti-conversion jaw settooc Textbooks bﬁk )
| :TheK cab- 1 Thevanti-conversion bill was | amdet knife fes
inet has TESOWed to repea] the ] ,pay,ed Jast Semembgy.
controversial anti-conversion '
i law enacted DY the prev_lpu"s_: B R said anynneinvnlwdin
| Bharatiya Janata party (BIP) ° llegalconversion woildface
govemmemandleave ontchap- B2 lUELL jalttermand z50K fine ; |
terson BasmriyaSwayamswak & e e (h %
' Sangh (RSS)fo'.mdeTKBHedgc’ '31hetaw,aougherthamhose e ohile, -
| warand Hinduwa ideologue VD passed by4 few OtherBIP ; iR l|

| Savarkar in social SCIence an ivastates;also tarpetted inter Tait
' Kannada textbooks for classes b TAITIA0RS - B
to 10 in state schools. Bason

| The two moves are in SybF : E e
| withthe Congress government’s the Jaw they {th¢ BIP gﬁ*i'em- Meanwhile, the SIaLes minis-

Jans to undo changes brought ment) introduced. We W take ter for primary and secondary {

| aboutbyits predecessSor. : up the matter during the assem-: education, Madhu‘Bang_ampp& [
"Wehavemscussedthepmvi- " bly session from July 3" said- said all changes 10 textbobks

| sionsofthe anti-conversion act Patil, ‘Karnataka's minister for introduced by the BIP govern- |
| and it has been decided o repeal  1aw and parliamentary affairs, ~ mentin 2022 were reversed¥o

‘State drops chapters on Hedgewar, Savar A

A 2 9
!pétsonawareofmedevelopmem the move, Howerg the resisions

it

Priyanka Rudrapp? 5 : : g 2

' ;mf‘@hfnd_—'—’;_,_m'— — y | saic.b ppa said the depart- should be made by just 00 per-

R hmxa;ﬁyﬂ come up with supple-  SOR. The education will jmpact
: cabi- § tme ifying the .+ 4 5 of students. 1f it has en

| 8 v: The bi ,_mbwaanbmukh,fd 1 it has be

| net on Thursday approved the : i,aangesmmcrman scrapping the doncina democratic way, that's

| revision of Social Science Xar RS <existing texthooks altogether. good."hcsejd. Vo
nada textbooks for classes 61010 BES There are more than 72,000 gov- Last year, the Textbook Revi-

l msmtesd\ums_.\eavingmnchap A e m\mmtandprhmeaidedsclmn!s slonCommiuec.mzdudbyRakﬁtlx

[ ters on RSS founger KB Hedgewar VD Savarkar and KB Hedgewar imhestmumwhlch more than10 Chakrathirtha. drew flak from |

| and Hindutva jdeologue VD Sav- - million children study, according writexs.acadenllr;s.mllgiouslead-
arkar, in what the, government that the text books Were distorted to government data. ers and Opposition partcs, who

| describedasan effort torectifythe 10 fuel certain agenda and influ- The Congress, inits manifesto.” accused the government-ap-
“distortion of history” and "saf- eivceswsungﬂﬁndswmlwmnghls- ahead of this year's assembly €lec pointed pancl of attempting
fromsation of the syllabus"xmﬂver tory.'Weplanmomeciit." Banga-  tioms, promiscd (0 reverse such “cafironise” the curricutum by

| thezprevious Bharatiya Janata rappasaldlastweek ctxang&nmdemmmksduﬁng dmppingwoﬂ‘sof social reform-
[ Party regime- Some of the Key omissions _the BIP regime. are and Progressive thinkers.

[
e [
| The state's mimister for primary include chapters on right-wing On May 29, around 30acade- DoubiSWere also aboutthe |

and secondm)'eduGaﬁOn.Madlm ideologue Chakravarthy Sulibele, micians and writers met chief credentials of Chakratirtha-and |
Rangarappd, said thatall changes Sanskrit and Kannada ‘scholar minister Siddaramaiah in Benga- ather members of the commitee. |
inroduced by the BIP SOVETTITED! Bannanje Govindacharya- Juru and submitted & memoran- The state BIP on Thursday
inzo‘zz\verercve:sed‘\mtever Meanwhile, chapters on educa- dum with various demands 1 warned iswnmdnotshquiﬂtgyer [
changes they have done lastyear, ﬁm'xslSaﬂnibaiPmﬂemd!a'sﬁrst reform the education sector, them-ision&whkhlmhegedv.‘m [
we have changed it and reintre- prime minister Jawsharlal including revisionsin textbooks,  part of Congress’s “appeasement
duced whatever was there last L0 Nehru's letter to his daughter  and the ban on wearing the hijab polic,v","’rhejwamvotes of Mus- l

Intheinterestof the chil-  IndiraGandhi, anda poem on BR in educational iristimtions. lims, Siddramajali’s govt isagainst |
dren, wehave done the Jeast nOW. Ambedkar, which were removed Renowned yiriter SG Siddara- Hindus. They might even feintro- |
That is only in Kannada from lastyean were restored. The seate maizh, whowas among thosewho  duce hijab. They want t0 atmact
class 6 10 10, and social studies el also make it mandatory for all metthe chicf minister, welcomed  VOtes of minorites and politicise l
' from classes 61010 schools to hold a reading of the .Thursday’s decision. ‘W itisinthe everything,” former education
“\We have always maintained  Preamble 10 the Constitution, & interest of the students. 1 welcome  minister BC Nagesh said. i

44



ﬁ-se—-rm_ESO——__‘c.‘ :
FIN e
FRIDAY, JUNE 16, i, NEW.DELHI

» i : - #‘: s
Viaka drops Savarkar,
Hedgevar chapters,
—he Karnataka cabinet on
| ‘Thursday approved there- :
moval of chapters on RSS fo- :
\nder K B Hedgewar and Hin-
dutva sdeologue V D) Savarkar 3!
#rom school textbooks. P13

N

DT

R _f[__ |
/¥oiaka cabinet nod to drop |

chapters on Hedgewar,
savarkar from school books

alurn: The ‘Karnataka cabinet on Thursday ap-
roved the yevision Of Kannada and spcial science text-,
books for classes g101in thestate forthe curremacademic
vear by removing the chapters on RS founder KB Hedge-
viarand Hindutva ideologue VD Savarkar,among others.
The cabinet consented to add chapters on gocial re-

former and educator Savitribal Phulgc,:dawahaﬂal Neb-
ru’sletters meiraGandhiaxnlpoetr"' on BR Ambedkar,

while doing away with the chan ges prought in by thepre:
iy . he, &

Govt defers Gruha Lakshmi scheme

i %ours after Karnatakawomen and child development

o minister LaxmiiHebbalkar said on Thursday that eligible

womenheads of’ amilies could begin submitting

applications ool nefor the Gruha Lakshmischeme from

_ Friday,shem ,vue'wU#tgxm.'s'aYingthe government had
decidedtodefer recelving applicationsby 4-5days. T
vious BJP government withimmediate effect. .

1ialso decided 1o make daily reading of the Preamble |

tothe Constitution mandatory in allschools and colleges,
both governmentand privaie. Displayinga porirait of the
Preambie inall government and semi-government offices
in thestatehas beenmade compulsory, too. MadhuBangi- | :
yappa, the primary and secondary education minister said," |
“Sincethe academic year nas already started and textbooks «

A T

I

...................................................................................
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11,074 whocracked
'NEET-UG are from

Delhi govt schools

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
‘ment announced on Thursday
that more than 1,000 students
from the Capital's government
schools cleared the National Eli-
gibility cam Entrance Test
(NEET)-UG, atrributing this to
the effectiveness of educational
reforms implemented over the
years. L
In all in 2023, 39,764 of the

-54,701 students from Delhi who
appeared for NEET-UG quali-

fied. The corresponding num-
’ bers in 2022 were 35113 and

46,221,
| According to the government,

695 of the',074 successful candi-
dates fodm government schools
were gifls, and 379 were boys,
They sald the numbers were a
significantincrésse from previ-
ous years as 648 government
schodl students qualified in 2022,
496 in 2021, and 569 in 2020,

“The NEET results showed an
encouraging trend, with girls
outperforming boys signifi-
cantly. This reflects the progres-
sive empowerment of female
students in the Delhi govern-
ment education system,” an
education department officil
Said. '

. o2
l Chief minister ArvindKejr-

wal responded to the achieve-
ment by'tweeting, “Wow! More
than 1,000 students from Delhi
Govt Scheoals qualify NEET, This
could not even be imagined Just
a few vears back; congrats toall
students, parents, and teachers
for their relentless.efforts and
dedication.”

The government provided an
-example of the performance of
Delhi government schools, say-
ing that Piyush Jha from RPVV
Paschim Vihar received a per-
fect score in the exam, achiev- |-
ing an All India Rank (Air) of -
three in the economically
weaker sections (EWS) cate-
gOry.

“The number of students
qualifying for Neet has also
steagily increased in recent
vears, with 569 qualifying In
2020, 496 in 2021, 648 in 2022,
and 1,074 in 2023. This upward
trend demonstrates ‘Delhi's
remarkable progress,” the gov-
ernment said in & statement.

Delhi education minister
Atlshi also landed the results.
“By focusing on quality educa-
tion, innovative teaching meth-
o0ds and comprehensive student
suppert, the government aims
to empower Delhi's youth to
realise their full potential and
meaningfully contribute to soci /

' Y £ |

ety," she said,
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‘Chancellors and Directors from

Reésearch  and.
¥ ) ‘\’]

(NCERT). ol
- This response comes in the
wake of crificism from a.group

‘el scientist Yogendra Yaday,
who . éxpressed dissatisfaction
with “the inclusion iof their

micians hds dismissed ‘these
claims as “propaganda” aimed at
utidermining the school educa-
tion ' system, which they have
actively contributed to over the
years, ¢ s TR
- Inajoint statement signed
in¢luding representatives from

University, I1Ms, and warious
research institutions, it has been
asserted that false allegations
and misinformation are being
used to obstruct the imple-
mentation of the National

Education Policy (NEP 2020)

and disrupt the updating of

| NCERT textbooks. .

{ - “Their demand that stu-
dents continue to study from
17-year-old textbooks rather

| than‘updated textbooks in line

Ovcrl(){) eminent academi- -
A Scians, including Vice- |

prestigious institutions like INU, ©
DU, IITs, TiMs, and severa ;
Central and State universities, -
have nited fo counter allega- -
tions. feveled, against. the
National Council of Educations] -

Trainthg
of academicians, led by politi-~

names in school education text-
books. The collective of acade-,

by 107 renoined academicians,
1T, JNU, ‘DU, Hyderabad-

ARy \.- ,‘l,\::-

‘with contemporary ‘develop-
ments: and pedagogical
advancements reveals intellec-
Jual arragance. In their pursuit
of ;advancing their political
agenda, they are willing to put
{the future of milions, of children
in jeopardy across the country.”
the statement read, -

The group of scholars who

have suggested charipes in the
textbooks clarificd that: these
changes do not propose any sig-
nificant disruptior to the exist-
ing domain of knowledge.

’

Instead, they rationalize the -

course content to -align' with
contemporary knowledge
needs; Regarding the decision-
making process, the statement
argues that each new generation
hes the right to make additions
or ‘deletions to the existing
knowledge basc, !

The academicians support-
ing the NCERT’s textbook
updates highlighted that the

-current committee fallowed-a
thorough, liberal, democratic, .

and ethical selection process,

52

F

They claim: that the selection
process for authors this time was
more transparent and justified,
unlike previous times.

- Addressing concerns about
academic freedom, pedagogic

* integrity, and institutional pro-
- priety, JNU Vige-Chancellor

Prof, Santishree Dhulipudi
Pandit stated, “The Director of
NCERT has clarified thata rig-
orous pracess was followed to
mdintain high standards with

-regard o these issues. It 1§
widely known that the school

curriculum in India has not
been updited for nearly two
decades. The last update of

- textbooks was undertaken ‘in
2006. The currerit NCER T earn '

has been consistendy working to
reduce the burden on students
and improve learning outcomés
by rationalizing the syllabus
and making
toCurrenl needs” ,

~ Other notable sgnatories to
the statement include Prof.

the content relevant

100 academicians come
out in defence of NCERT

|
|
|
|

|

|
|
|
|

A

Dhananjay Singh, Mewber .

Sécretary ‘of TCSSR; -Prof k.
Suresh Kumiar, Vice-Chancefior
of The Tinglish and - Forelgn
Languages
‘Hyderabad, Shillong.-and

Lucknow, whois also.a Member”

of UGC; Manoj Kumar Tiwagi,
Director of NITIE Mumbai;
Prof. Sanjay’ Srivastava,  Vice-
Chancellor of Mahatma Gandhi

University, -

Central University, ‘Motihari, (
‘Bihar; Prof. Shambhu Nath
Singh and Vice-Chancellor of
Tezpur Central University
among others. i JEaery”
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45 changes to be made in Social
Studies, Kannada textbooks

Rather than withdraw textbooks, the government will issue a supplementary booklet indicating

The Hindu Bureau
BENGALURU

s many as 45 chang-
i es in the Kannada
and Social Studies
textbooks, prescribed for
¥ classes between VI and X,
were approved in the State
g Cabinet on Thursday that
included the dropping of
lessons on RSS founder
« KB. Hedgewar and Hin-
dutva ideologue V.D. Savar-
kar that were added by the

¥ previous BJP government.
A Jesson written by
Chakravarthi Sulibele was
also dropped, while the Ca-
binet cleared adding back
lessons on Savithri Pule,
B.R. Ambedkar, and Jawa-
harlal Nehru that had been
dropped in the process of

textbook revision underta- -

ken by the previous BjP
government.

By June end

Ruling out the withdrawal
of the entire textbooks that
have been distributed to
students already, the go-
vernment has decided to
issue a supplementary
booklet containing 45

_Essentially, we have

retained what was there
before the textbook
revision. We are
including what the BJP
government had
dropped and dropping
what they had added.
Many minor changes
that were required won't
be done for now.

MADHUBANGARAPPA,
Primary and Secondary Education
Minister

changes based on the re-
commendation by a five-
member expert committee
that had been set up ear-
lier. The committee includ-

56

ed Rajappa Dalwoy, Ravish
Kumar, T.R. Chandrashe-
kar, Ashwathnarayan, and
Rajesh. The supplemen-
tary booklets will reach the
students of about 75,000
schools across the State be-
fore the end of June.

“By the time our govern-
ment was formed, the text
books had already reached
students. To recall them
and print new textbooks
would involve high costs.
There has been a prece-
dence of providing supple-
mentary booklets and we
will start the distribution of
booklets in a few days. Be-
fore the end of this montl,
booklets will reach the stu-
dents,” Primary and Secon-
dary Education Minister
Madhu Bangarappa told
presspersons in the post-
Cabinet meeting briefing
on ThurSday.

Full revision next year

“Essentially, we have re-
tained what was there be
fore the textbook revision.
We are including what the
BJP government had
dropped and we are drop-
ping what they had added.

the changes recommended by the expert panel; new committee in a month, says Minister

In fact, many minor chang-
es that were required
won’t be done for now. A
new textbook revision
committee will be formed
in a month and based on
the recommendation, text-
books will be revised from
the next academic year.”
He indicated thart the sup
plementary booklets could
be about 15 pages.

The Minister said that
besides sending the sup-
plementary booklets,
teachers would also be in-

formed on' the lessons it |

should be not taught in

-classrooms and lessons

that should be tauglit,

Reading of Preamble
The Cabinet also decided
to make the reading of the

Preamble of the Indian ]

Conslitution mandatory i
all schools. Social Wellare
Minister H.C. Mahadevap-
pa said it was important for
all students to understand
the Preamble. Tt will also
be mandatory for all go-
vernment and semi-go-
vernment institutions to
display a copy of the
Preambile in their offices.

/
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‘Final NCF recommendations for
Class 3-12 will be ready in June’

Education minister Dharmendra Pradhan speaks to TOI's Manash Gohain on the textbooks

controversy, CUET and NEET as well as the status of the National Curriculum Framework for school
education and Higher Education Commission of India (HECI). Excerpts from the interview:

CUET-UG was almost a di-
sasterin thefirst year. What
has been the learning?

® Last year’s learning helped
us deliver the test better this
year. JEE and NEET have a
fixed pattern and these exams
are confined to limited sub-
jects. But CUET is all encom-
passing — science, humani-
ties, commerce. For such an
exam, tomake guestionnaires,
understand the patiern of
from where the majority of
candidates will come and for
which subjects makesitacom-
plex process and multi-<dimen-
sional. Since we were conduct-
ingitfor the firsttimelast year,
glitches happened in some
places. But barring a few plac-
es, it has been delivered suc-
cesstully this year and the
NTA team did a gond job. Also,
institutional  participation
has increased significantly

What are your views on op-
position toNEET?

B NEET is being conducted
pased on the Supreme Court’s
direction. Afler seven vears of
experience, NEET is now a
credible entrance exam ac-
cepted across states, This
year’s result is proof. A few in-
stitutions and some people are
opposing it, especially in Ta-
mil Nadu. However, their op-
position is not hased on any
reasoning. | is political oppo-
sitionand studentsof the state
have responded to that by top:
ping the charts and excelling
in the exam. Students have de-
molished the opposition,

NCERT’s rationalisation is
being criticised and you are
heing accused of ‘subtle saf-

“ NEET is being conducted
based on the Supreme Court’s
direction. After seven years of

| experience, NEET isnow a

fronisation’ of curricnlum.

B There is a deliberate at-
tempt by a small group which
considers itsell omniscient.
They have an agenda to defeat
any reform. NCERT is an au-
tonomous body and it was felt
during the pandemic that the
content should be reduced.
Syllabus was reduced [rom
the 2021-22 academic year and
two batches of students have
atready studied it, Why are
they criticising now? They
have some motive. Their de-
signistodenyIndianstudents
modern education. My under-
standing is that NCERT has
reduced repetitive content. Tn
history too, content which
was comparatively more was
recuced. Periodically NCERT
adds or deletes certain topics,
which is a routine activity. To
make a hue and cry of this is
morivated and a reflection of
their isolated thinking. The
government and PM Modiare
determined to decolonise the
education system and make it
worthy of 2lst century stan

dardsas well as rooted inIndi-
anness. This is an orchestrat-
ed group whom the country
has rejected. But this is de-
mocracy, people can express
theiropinion.

Are yon satisfied with the
reforms in education in the

lastnine years?

m Certainly, after a gap of 34
years, a national education
policy came. In the last four
decades, the world has
changed immensely If there
was one sector which needed
change, it was education and
NEP uaddressed that aspira-
tion. The work started in 2014
India has always played a lead
role in global development, In-
dia has becomesvenmorereic
vant now For example, in
emerging areas like digltisa-
tion, India is aglobal leader: In-
dia is in a leadership position

insustainability India’srole in
changing geopolitics has been
enhaneed significantly While
we are playing such a key role
globally, it becomes imperative
to bring the education ecosys-
tem of thecountry tothat level.
Therefore, NEP is a philnsoph

jcal document looking into the
changing global scenario and
global expectations. NEP Is
oneof themajor achievemencs
of the Modi gevernment

Three key areas of NEP —
HECI, digital universityand
new texthooks — are yet to
see the light of day. Will
these bedelivered beforethe
general elections?

W We are at an advanced stage

in all three. Textbooks for
Classes 1 and 2 are already
printed and when schools reo-
pen after the summer break,
NCF recommended books for
Classes 1 and 2 will be imple-
mented. For Classes 8 to 12, fi-
nal recommendations for the
NCF will beready this month.
Statesarealigned and NCERT
is in total control — textbook
committees, oversight com-
mittees are being set up and
we are trying to ready all NEP
recommended, NCF envi-
sioned textbooks by 2023itself.
Multi-level consultation has
happened for HECTanddigital
university and we are teyiog
toplacethebillsin Parliament
goon, In fuct, Lhe new regula-
lions tor deemed 1o be univer
sily and foreign universities
are a step towards HECI and
su is e new curviculum for
highereaducation.

Why is the NCF silent on In-
dian languages?

& We have pluced te pre<draft
in the public domain far apin

ion. Nothing 18 being imple-
mented without thorough con-
sultation with stakeholders.
NEP has reeommended the
primacy of Indian language.
We have prinled books of
Classes1and 2 inall languages.
CBSE's medium of instruc-
tion is Hindi and English. Now,
NCERThookswiltleavallable
in all languages in Lhe dsgital
platfiorm initially, Now if a Tu

mil hoy wishes to read the
NCFERT book in his native lan-
guage, hewill beable todothat
and he can also chonse tha lun

guage in he wanis to tuke Lis

Y

exams. Language is a unifier,
noladivider . ,l
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.. NCERT

Rationalisation in textbooks was meant to
alleviate Covid stress. NCERT should assure
parents that it will revisit and review

MAMIDALA JAGADESH
KuMAR

SCIENTISTS AND EDUCATORS have re-
cently expressed consternation aboutthe
rationalisation of NCERT science text-
books. Before we look at these concerns,
let us remind ourselves that our students
went through a challenging situation
during the last three years due to the
Covid pandemic. They were deprived of
their natural environment of schools and
friends and were confined to their homes.
This naturally led to stress among them.
Several measures had to be taken to ad-
dress this challenge. To keep continuity
in the teaching-learning processes, on-
line teaching was adopted. To address the
issue of reducing the academic load, par-
ticularly for school students, NCERT
dropped some portions of the syllabus
during the pandemic. Parents, sfudents,
and educators received it well.

Experts in some quarters, however,
raised concerns when the NCERT decided
to continue with the truncated science
syllabus of the Covid period, as seen in
the just-published NCERT Class 10 sci-
ence textbooks. The question is, won't
that leave students with an incomplete
view of science — particularly those who
do not progress to Classes 11 and 127

In some respects, ] agree with the crit-
icism that teaching evolution, the peri-
odic table and similar topics only in
Classes 11 and 12 — skipping them at ear-
lier stages — will impact all students, es-
pecially those who drop out of school by
the end of Class 10 or choose to study dis-
ciplines other than science at a later stage.
The global practice is that topics such as
evolution, the periodic table and sources
of energy are taught to students before
they complete 10th standard.

But let us not jump to conclusions and
doubt NCERT's intentions, This criticism
of the Covid period “syllabus rationalisa-
tion” and its continuation in this aca-
demic year presupposes that NCERT will
not look at the truncated syliabus and re-
vise it. The basis for syllabus rationalisa-
tion by NCERT has not come out of the
blue. The Covid period did affect the
learning experience of our students.
Students who will now®8er Classes 9
and 10werein Classes 7 and 8 during the

Covid period. They experienced dimin-
ished learning outcomes beyond their
control, NCERT might have thought it
prudent to keep the truncated syllabus of
the Covid period for one more year sothe
students who are now in Classes9and 10 -
are not subjected to undue stress. Such
thinking, however, was more than merely
superficial. NCERT's decision was likely
taken after feedback from stakeholders
and experts. | am sure NCERT will revert .
to a more comprehensive science syl- |
labus in school textbooks. NCERT is an ex-
pert body and it will revisit and revise all !
these topics — as it has been doing all
along so that our students acquire abroad
idea of the emerging science topics dur- |,
ing their schooling.

To ease the apprehensions of parents
and students, NCERT should clarify that
this year's truncated science syllabus is
only a temporary phase and it will fixthe
science syllabus in the 2024 academic !
session. That would be the rational thing
to do. We cannot continue to teach our
school students trimmed science. In
school education, topics such as evolu-
tion, the periodic table, and enesgy
sources should be introduced as earfyas
Class 6 to Class 8 to stoke students’ cu-
riosity. It is not uncommon to see sucha .
practice in school curricula, globally.
Students can then study these topics in
depth up to the 12th standard. [ am sure
NCERT is working on a holistic revision of
the science syllabus without burdening
the students with a lot of information.

NCERT science books have been of
high quality and have addressed the |
learning goals of generations of students.
Science is global. Therefore, we must ex-
amine how science is taught worldwide.
NCERT should ensure that the science
textbooks from Class 6 to Class 10 carry
the basic concepts in all branches of nat-
ural sciences (earth, life, physical, and
space sciences) and also contain emerg-
ing concepts in science, engineering, and

— all this should be done grad-
ually. By the time they complete the 10th
standard, our students must be trained to
develop ways of thinking such as inter-
preting data, synthesising information,
meaningfully explaining observed phe- -
nomena, designing solutions to problems,
and acquiring system-level apprediation
cutting across realms of science. These are
global approaches and are in tune with
NEP2020. NCERT is well endowed with
expertise to secure that our school science
books are top-standard, | am sure NCERT's
science books will continue to ignite the
imagination of our students.

o

The writer is Chairman, UGC and former

VC of INU. Views expressed are personal
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GOVt
learning

' DEEPAK KUMAR JHA ® PUNE
address the significant

| 7o
Tlearn‘mg §3p caused by the

two-year. panflemic-indiced
shunr

own'of schools and high- -

‘ er education ‘institutions, the
country.

National Mentoring Mission
(NMM). The NPST aims to

standardsin secondary educa-

enhance their skills *through

mentoring programs conduct-

ed by retired teachers, scholars,
-and education experts. «-

Sanjay Kumar, Secretary

of the-Ministry of Education,

‘highlighted on Sunday the gov-

streamline the =ducation S

of the National
(NEP). He emphasized the
bnportancé of sensitizing the
| teaching force and expressed
. confidence in achieving posi-
tive outcomes. through these
initiatives. Kumar shared these
Insights on the sidelines of the
ongoing Education Working
Group G20 Summit in Pune,
Both the NPST and NMM
will 'be supported by the
National Counci for Teacher's

Indian Goverrmient has for- -
mulated a comprehensive
capacity-building plan for stu-
dents and teachers across the . -

‘The plan consists of two-
key ‘initiatives:~the | Natignal i
Professional Standard for
Teachers (NPST) and the '

establish rigoraus: teaching'

tion, while the NMM offers an-
opportunity” for, teachers to -

ernment’s commitment fo .

tem before the img lementation ,
ucation Plat

practices in alignment with

the NEP. These initiatives are -

applicable to all categorfes of

-Secondary and higher sec-

ondary- education, includin

government, private, and pub-

Hc schools. g
Kumar. emphasized the

' Deed for a 21st-century teach-

ing workforce that uphiokds the

< ‘highest professional standards
and encoinpasses technical

skills and value-based ethics.

He stated that whild'post-inde
endence efforis
ocused on higher education,

e povernment is now prior.
‘itizing secondary education as

the foundation for realizing the

vision of an Atmanirbhar

Bharat (self-reliant India),
.“The second day of the
National Conferenice on
‘Foundational Literacy and
Numeracy brought togcther

“Tepresentatives from various
* States, union territories, and

experts in the field to discuss
the capacity-building and train-
ing of teachers in a blended
Iearning mode,

y Coic-19

aim 1o standardize _teaching ~ °

ference,

primarily -

formulates plan to address
gap caused b

‘Latichonghoi .tShw:cty
Changsan, speaking at'the con-
highlighted 4he
National Tnitiative for School
Heads® and Teachers' Holistic
Advancement ANISHTHA),
which was extended to incinde
foundational literacy and
numeracy ‘at- the  secondary.
level. ‘Thia initiative aims 1o
improve theguality of teachers
and enhaace student Ii:a'rliluﬁ
outcomes, She also:mentione

the National Curriculum

Framework (NCF} for the

- Foundational Stage, which pro-

vides a common base and stan- -
dardized ‘learning outcomes
across the country,

- Changsan emphasized the
blended ?zarning approach,
which combines traditional
and onling methads {o enhance
the learning experience, max-
imize effectiveness, and expand: -
dccess to educdtion. ;

These initiatives reflect the

government’s commitment to

transforming  the -education
system and ensuring quality
education for all snidents in

Education /(NCTE) and  will
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JEE Advanced 2023:
[IT-Hyderabad zone
students top rank list

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Atotal of 43,773 candidates
have cleared this year's
Joint Entrance Examina-
tion (JEE), Advanced for
| admission to undergrad-
uate engineering, science
and architecture courses at
the Indian Institutes of
Technology (ITs). In all,
1,80,372 candidates had
appeared for the examina-
tion this year.

Vavilala Chidvilas Reddy
of the IIT-Hyderabad zqne
stood first on the common
rank list. He obtained 341
out of 360 marks.

Nayakanti Naga Bhavya
Sree of the same zone is
the top-ranked woman
candidate with a rank of
56. She obtained 298 out of
. 360 marks, the release
said.

The NT-Guwahati, the
organising institute of the
examination, said in a re-
lease that out of the total
qualified candidates, 7,509
are women.

Six of the top 10 rank
holders are from the 11T
Hyderabad zone.

Ramesh Surya Theja
(Hyderabad) and Rishi Kal-
ra (Roorkee) secured the
second and third ranks,
respectively.

Raghav Goyal (Roor-
kee), Addagada Venkata
Sivaram (Hyderabad),
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Vavilala Chidvilas Reddy

Prabhav Khandelwal (Del-
hi), Bikkina Abhinav
Chowdhary (Hyderabad),
Malay Kedia (Delhi), Nagi-
reddy Balaaji Reddy (Hyde-
rabad) and Yankanti Pani
Venkata Maneedhar Reddy
(Hyderabad) are the other
students in the top 10 list.

The most number of
candidates have qualified
from the Hyderabad zone
(10,432 students) followed
by Delhi (9,290) and Bom-
bay (7,957).

In all, 174 students from
the Hyderabad zone found
place in the top 500, fol-
lowed by 120 from the Del-
hi zone and 103 from the
Bombay zone. A total of 13
foreign candidates and 155
Overseas Citizens of India
(OCI) have also cleared the
exan.

The examination wias
held on June 4. The Joint
Seat Allocation (JoSAA)
counselling will begin from

Monday. /

’I
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/ CoachRed

Kota-type exam prep factories help students clear
tough entrance tests, but at great future cost

India’s 93 IITs are its most internationally respected higher

education brand. Of the around 111akh students who tried tomake

it into these elite institutions this year, around 43,700 have crossed
the JEE Advanced hurdle. With the pass rate being only 0.04%,
successful students and their families are understandably celebrating
very, very big. So are the coaching institutes that played a critical role
in many of the triumphs. Kota institutes claim that 50 of the top 100
spots have been won by their students. But they have competition
acrossthecountrytThjsyear’stopperVChidvﬂasReddytookcoaching
inHyderabad, last year’s topper RK Shishir in Bengaluru. Shishirsaid
in as many words, “Coaching has become a necessity now.”

This is hardly unique to engineering. Medicine is the same. Indeed,
when astate like Tamil Nadu wants to helpmore government school
students clear NEET. free or heavily subsidised
coaching programmes are part of the new-
age policy mix. The UPSC exam, which

recruits central government'’s ‘Group A
officers with a sub 0.5% success rate,
likewise is symbiotically tied to
coaching factories. But despite being
anchored around rote learning, this
. industry itself is not hidebound.
~ Rather, jtisquite nimble and adaptive.
For example, no sooner did the BDesign
course start trending among students
that seductive coaching packages for it
: 7 became available in the market. CUET
"/ has also seen that India’s coaching culture
; races ahead of any “new” evaluation system.

The shortage of quality higher education seats means parents
continue to feel pressurised to put their children into the coaching
grindmill, even when they can see the toll this takes on the school
years. But though the rewards speak for themselves, thecostsareno
less significant. Robotic coaching is poor preparation for the robot
age that lies ahead for the students, which will demand more and
more critical and conceptual thinking. Plus, a rigid pipeline to
institutes of excellence ends up hurting them too. By its very
nature, groupthink limits goalsand visions and thus achievements.
This is not at all a problem with an easy solution. Yet, to prepare
students for a professional life where professions may disappear
one after another, address it we must. How to put inventiveness,
creativity, humanity back into learning processes is the great
challenge for the country’s education ecosystem today.
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70% of students in coveted med
schools will be from 9 states

Delhi Replaces Bihar In Top 8 In The 620+ Marks Range

Getty images

Manash.Gohain
&timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Over 70% of stu-
dents joining the MBBS
course in top medical colleges
this vear will be from nine
states, The NEET.UG 2023
marks range data, exclusively
accessed by TOI, showed that
nearly 65% of candidates who
scored 400 and above are from
eight states — Bihar, Karnata-
ka, Kerala, Maharashtra, Ra-

Among those with
scores of 400 and
above, Rajasthan
has the highest
share (12.3%),
followed by Uttar
Pradesh (11.8%) &
Maharashtra (9.9%)

jasthan, Tamil Nadu, UP and
West Bengal. In the 620 and
above marks range, Delhi re-
placesBihar mtop eight.
While in ‘general’ and
OBC categories securing a
seat ina government medical
college with a NEET score of
400 would be difficult, even in
the high marks range of 620
and above, nearly 66% of can-

Atotal of 11.4 lakh candidates qualified in NEET-UG 2023 and will
be eligible to participate in the counselling process

didates are from thesestates.

A total of 11.4 lakh candi-
dates qualified in NEET-UG
2023, resuits of which werean-
nounced on May 13, and will be
eligible to participate in the
counselling process, The total
number of candidates who
have scored 400 and ahoveis23
lakh, whilethe number of can-
didates with NEET scores be-
tween 500-619 is over 45,000.
There are 18,757 aspirants who
scored 620 and above (out of
720) in this year'sexam.

This vear, there are
1,04,333 MBBS seats available
(54.278 in government medi-

cal colleges) and 27,868 for
BDS. Apart from this, there

are 52,720 seats in Ayush pro-
grammes and 603 BVSc
(Bachelor of veterinary sci-

.ence) and animal husbandry

geats. Admissions for bache-
lor courses in homoeopathic
and Unani medicines arealso
based on NEET-UG scores.
Among those with scores
of 400 and above, Rajasthan
has the highest share(12.3%).
followed by Uttar Pradesh
(11.8%) and Maharashtra
(9.9%). Bihar, Karnataka,
Kerala, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, and West Bengal ac-

count for 64.3% of the candi-
dates inthismark range.
Thereare atotal of 322 gov-
ernment medical colleges,
with the highest number of
seats in Tamil Nadu (more
than 5,200), followed by Maha-
rashtra (over 4,800 seats) and
UP{over 4,300seats). Theother
states with more than 5.000
government college seats each
are Gujarat, Karnataka, Ra-
jasthan and West Bengal.
Seats are filled under two
categories in government
medical colleges - 15% under
AIQ{All India Quota)forthose
domiciled outside the state
and the restunder state quota.
The total number of can-
didates with NEET score of
550 and above this year is
64,520 and the majority of
such candidatesare from Del-
hi, Kerala, Maharashtra, Ra
aqman and UP. Rajasthan
has the largest group of can-
didates (16.8%), followed by
Uttar Pradesh (12.2%) and
Maharashtra (8.4%). While
tillthemark rangeof upto619
Biharis inthetopeight,inthe
subsequent category of mark
range of 620 and above, Delhi
replacesitwith7.2% of theto-
tal number of candidates
within this marksrange.
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G20 EWG to bridge skilling,
education gaps, says India

PNS W PUNE

(NCF), emphasised the impor-

" ~'tance of ensuring Foundational

Thc- Centre announced on
Monday thatIndia's G20

advancing discussions from pre-

ing obstacles that hinder the full
transformative potential of eda-

education and aswell ds
Sustainable Development Goals
-(SDGs). gl

Retiowned Indian-American
a_member.of the Education
Ministry's panel develaping the

National Curriculum Framiework

Education ‘Working ‘Group-
(EWG)'presidency is dedicated to.

vious presidencies and address-
cation. The key areas of focus -

include bndgm&mm quality,

accelerating the pursuit of the-

mathematician Manjul Bhargava, -

Literacy and Nameracy (FLN) for

+ all children entering grade 3 by -

2033. Bhargava suggested that
G20 countries commit to this
goal, Wwhile ‘also “stressing the
need for dedicated financing,
resources, legislation and interna-
tional commitments to achieye
universal FLN,

- During the fourth and final

CEWG ‘meeting of -the G28,
‘Bhargava highlighted the learn-
ing crisis revealed by yarious sur-
veys, indicafing a severe fack of
these essential He expressed
- hope that G20:triember countries

~would make the commitment to
3 'adaieveg N durirg the forth-

coming G20 Education Ministers’

meetirig. Bhargava emphasised
-thé importance of continued col-
labaration among member coun-
tries and the global community,
sharing experiences, best prac-
tices, anddessons learned to pro-
mote foundational learning.
‘Bhargava also emphasised

« vthe necessity ofadevelopmental-

+ ly-appropriate curriculum that is
responsive,and relevant to learn-
ers - dey ental needs and
interests at different stages of their
education. FLN encompass the
ability to read-and wrie simple

 fext and perform basic operations
‘with nambers. Bhargava high-

« lighted that FLN sloi'la;am not
‘enly crucial for future learning
but also strongly correlated with |

% >

a better quality of life, /

LETTERS (R T I

%Emﬂﬂl POLITICS
- 8ir — It's disheartening that our textbooks
have become a new battleground for pol-
itics, with changes being made based on
political party ideologies. Recently, we
have seen the Karnataka government
ordering a revision of textbooks.
Before that, the BJP-party, when they
were in-power in Karnataka, removed
many chapters from the textbooks. I firm-
ly belieye that det¢rmining what young
minds should stlidy is a very serious issue
‘because the youth of the nation are our
future, and development depends on
them. So let intellectual people, who are
selected for this task, decidé what youth
should study and what shouldn't; and
political parties must not interfere.

\

F Akhtar | Hyderabad
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' Atishi visits leading UK varsity, says

New Delhi, June 19: Delhi
education minister Atishi
visited the University
College London on Mon-
day with a view to explore
partnership with one of
the world's leading educa-
tional institutions, saying
international training
opportunities are on the
cards for primary teach-
ers of MCD schools.

The partnership
between the University
College of London (UCL)
and the Delhi govern-
ment will help MCD
teachers bring the best
pedagogical and educa-
tional practices to the
classrooms, officials said.

The purpose of her visit
to the university was to
discuss potential partner-
ships with UCL's leader-
ship, focusing on capaci-
ty-building training for

Education has always been the

‘ priority of the Kejriwal-led
government. After Delhi govt
schools, now our focus is on :
MCD schools and revolutionising ¥

the education system in them :

is our priority.

— Atishi,
Delhi education minister ;

&
Ao,

teachers and school
administrators from the
MCD primary schools.
“The Delhi government,
under the visionary lead-
ership of chief minister
Arvind Keiriwal, is fully
committed to reinventing
the education system in
MCD schools, aiming to
transform them into
world-class institutions,”
a Delhi government state-
ment said.
Speaking aboul her

visit, Ms Atishi stated,
“Education has always
been the priority of the
CM Arvind Kejriwalled
government. After Delhi
government schools, now
our focus is on MCD
schools and revolutionis-
ing the education system
in them is our priority”
so make MCD schools
world«class  education
institutions, it is impor-
tant for us to let MCD
teachers explore the edu-
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intl training likely for MCD teachers

cation trends across the
world. Partnership with
institutions like UCL will
help us do so,” she said.
According o the state-
ment, Atishi further

. emphasised the value of

international exposure
for Delhi government
school teachers, citing its
significant contributions
to  strengthening the
city’s education model.
She expressed her inten-
tion to provide the same
exposure to MCD school
teachers, which led to her
meeting with UCL's lead-

ership.

UCl's Faculty  of
Education and Society,
known as the Institute of
Education (I0E), is the
world’s leading centre for
education and social sci-
ence research, teaching,
and engagement. — PTI
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[ DATA POINT |
Vignesh Radhakrishnan
n India, if we consider non-
English Janguage Wikipedia,
the highest number of articles

are avallable in Urdu, Hindi and
Tamil. A non-English language Wi-
kipedia is not a translation of En-
glish articles. It is self-sustaining:
active users and moderators
create and moderate content in
their languages. Among languages
which are mostly confined t a
Staté, Tamil leads by a wide mar-
gin, with 1.6 times more articles
than the second best, Marathi, fol-
Jowed by Malayalam and Telugu.

Understandably, when all the
global languages are considered,
(English leads the list with
66,71,236 articles, Chart 1 lists the
320 languages in which Wikipedia
articles are available, The bigger
the size of the bubble, the more
the number of articles. Interesting-
Iy, Cebuano, a regional

language
spoken widely in the Philippines, '

hasthesecondlug!mtnumbcrur

articles in Wikipedia (61,23197).

THE HINDLL

[Da—

Tuesday, June 20, 2023
PELID

lish language Wikipedia, Urdu, Hmdz and Tamil lead

————Amonglanguages mostly confined to a State, Tamil dominates with over L5 lakh articles '

Punjabi dominate, with 0.5 lakh
lakh articles each. There were
around 12,000 articles in Sanskrir,
and around 15,000 in Sindhi. '
There are no Wikipedia articles
in two of the 22 Janguages inthe
Eighth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion: Bodo and Dogri. On the other
hand, Bhojpuri, Bishnupriya, and
Tulu (with just 1,884 articles and
featuring last) are the non-sche-

| duled languages in which Wikipe-

Cebuana entries are written |

(vnzh ‘Latin alphabets. However,
news reports show that many en-
tries weré made in Cebuano by a
baort.

German (around 28.1 lakh),
Swedish (25.6 lakh), French (25.3
fakh) and Dutch (21.2 lakh) are the
other prominent languages in
which a considerable number of
Wikipedia articles are maintained.
There are relatvely few articles in
Chinese and Cantonese (13.6 lakh
articles and 1.3 lakh, respectively)
despite the fact that many more
people speak these languages.

Chart 2 lists the 23 languages
spoken in India in which Wikipe-
dia articles are available. Urdu,
Hindi, and Tamil lead with L5
lakh-2 lakh articles each, followed
by Bangla, spoken widely in West
Bengal and Bangladesh, with 1.4
lakh articles. Among other lan-
guages confined to a State, Ma-
rathi, Malayalam, Telugu, and

dia articles are available. Of them,
interestingly, there were over
25,000 ardcles in Bishnupriya,
which had 79,646 recorded speak-
ers as per the 2011 Census, The
number of articles in Bishnupriva

xsjust 5,000 Jess than xheémﬂes .

in Gujaratiand |
Chart 3 shows the numbe;j tof
Wikipedia administrators available

in each language, who can delete

and undelete pages, block users,
edit protected pages, and grant
rights to others. They have been gi
ven extra editing privileges by the
Wikipedia community. English .
language administrators dominare
(893), whlle German and andx

mil leadsvmh B&admhusunmra i

followed by Malayalam «15) and’
Bangla (14). Hindi Tias six adminis-
trators and Sanskrit, three.

Chart 4 shows the number of
Wikipedia users. A user isone who
has creared an account on the site. -
Those who browse Wikipedia
without registrations are not consi-
dered users. English dominates
with aver 4.5 crore users, while all
the other languages have less than
1 crore users, Among the Indian
languages, Hindi dominates with
7.6 lakh users, and among languag-
es mostly confined to-a State, Ta-
mil leads with 2.2 lakh,

Chart 5 shows the number of
active Wikipedia users. An active
user is a registered user who has
performed an acdon in the last
one month, which includes editing
an article or taking part in page
discussions. The dominant lan-
guages of active users were similar

| 1o that of the users.

“Chart 2| The chart shows the 23 languages

clun 1] The chart showsd-c 320 ienguams m which
Wikipedia articles are avallahlo R

spoken inindla in which Wilupedla articles
are available -

—
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~Shepried open Dacca
University doors for girls

MaANISHA PANDEY TTWART

girls came out with flying colours, The resuits of the

Civil Services exams also saw girls grabbing many top
positions, Alongside, the Ongoing admission process in var-
ious colleges and universities saw long queues of girls,
which has become a common sight. It is testimony o the
fact that girls’ education in India has come a long way from
the time when leave aside securing meritorious positions in
an exam, even getting admission in institutions desired by
girls was a distant dream for them. However, despite these
discriminatory hindrances, there was no dearth of resolute
women in that era, t00. One of them was Leela Roy.  © 3

‘Born in 1800 in Assam to afamily which hailed from Dacea

(Dhaka) of undivided India, Leela was academically brilliant,

After graduation from the reputed Bethune College of Cal-
cutta, she decided to pursue her postgraduation in English
from the newly established Dacoa University in 1923, The
university, which was not ¥et open to girls, denied admission
toher. She had to fight a battle with the authorities to secure
admission. She approached the Vice-Chancellor, asking him
- 1o enable co-education. It was due to her tenacious efforts
that the university opened its gates to women as well. Thus,
# 21" Leela Roy became the first female to study in the university.
. To the best of her ability, she made sure that no other
* woman faced the kind of hindrance in education that she
had. Leela went on to establish many educational institutes
for women and emerged as a pioneer educalionist and
social activist of her time. She contributed a great deal
towards giving wings to many young women of the period,
when the phrase ‘woman’s empowerment’ was probably
not even tossed around, Leels did not stop at that. She
broke many other stereotypes and gender barriers: By join-
ing the all-male revolutionary party — ‘Shree Sangha® —
in 1926, she challenged the conventional notion that in the
fight for freedom against the British, women were most.
suited for spinning or weaving khadi and picketing of for-
eign cloth and liquor shops. She advocaied an uriconfined
and extensive participation of women in the freedom
movement and rejected the traditional demarcation of
masculine and feminine roles, which she perceived mere-
Iy as social constructs. Under her influence, women's par-
ticipation in active politics increased.

The trailblazing courage and determination exhibited by
women throughout history have paved the way for opportu-
nities for the present lot of girls, who, in turn, work to widen
the horizons for the future generations. Today, the growing
awareness and acceptance surrounding femnale education
has resulted in the emergence of women in domains that /

r] “VHE results of board exams were declared recently and

were earlier considered out of bounds for them,
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Pradhan: Darwin’s theory was not deleted from textbooks

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
PUNE, JUNE 21

LUNION EDUCATION Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan has
sought to assuage fearsabout the
‘deletion’ of Charles Darwin’s
theory of evolution from the
NCERT texthooks and said
“nothing of this sort has hap-
pened." Pradhan was speaking
at an event at the Bhandarkar
Oriental Research Institute in

Maharashtra's Pune city on
Tuesday.

"A controversy is going un
thesedays that Darwin's theory
of evolution has been removed
from science books hy the
NCERT and the periodic table has
been left out, but I would like to
state here publicly that nothing
of this sort has happened,” he
saidl. After the controversy broke
out, Pradhan spoke to the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT),

Dharmendra Pradhan

which is an autonomous bady,
and sought details, the minister
said. "Acvording tothem, experts

69

had advised that during COVID-
19, some repetitive parts could
be reduced and later brought
bhack. So the contentin Classes 8
and 9 is unchanged. In the book
of Class 10, some portion related
to the theory of evolution was
omitted last year, and it is un-
changed inClasses 11 and 12," he
said.

There is a view that students
whowould not study science af-
ter Class 10 would miss out on
some specific subjects related to

Darwin's theory of evolution,
whichis avalid point, the minis-
ter conceded.

“Periodic table is taught in
Class 9, and is also being taught
in Classes 11 and 12, As per the
NCERT, one or two examples(re-
lated to the theory of evolution)
were omitted, But Twould like to
assure you that the National
Education Policyis being imple-
mented, and as per that policy.
new textbooks are being pre-
pared,” Pradhan added.
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/MBBS curriculum sees overhaul,
time limit for completion of course

The Hin
NEW DELHI

Bureau

While first year MBBS
~ classes are likely to begin
on August 1 every year, the
National Medical Commis-
sion (NMC)
| brought in changes in the
undergraduate  medical

curriculum with the latest’

overhaul bringing in a time
limit~ for completing the
MBEBS course (nine years),
fixed number of attempts
to clear failed papers, com-
pulsory attendance for
both theory and practical
papers and a family out-
reach progranume,

has also .

Additionally, some sub-
jects, including biochemis-
try and microbiology, have
seen a reduction in the
number of papers that
need to be taken by the
students.

Reacting to the changes,
senior doctors expressed
fear that the dependence
of medical education on
coaching institutes would
only grow. But many medi-
cal students feel the chang-
es are welcome.

Students welcomed the
change and said the fact
that the highest number of
subjects and the toughest
subjects are in the final

year is a well-thought-out
arrangement. “So in that
sense, this move will really
help the students,” said
Swapnil Vasani, a recent
MBBS graduate from Na-
rendra Modi Medical Col-
lege, Ahmedabad.

Academic year

Meanwhile, as per the lat-
est format, the four-and-
half-year MBBS course will
be divided into three phas-
es with the first and second
of 12 months each, and the
third of 30 months. Each
acadamic year will have at
least 39 teaching weeks
with a minimum of eight

72

hours of study on each day.
Clinical posting is neces-
sary for 15 hours a week
from the second year.

A minimum of 75% at-

tendance in theory and |

80% in practical or clinical
is must for eligibility to ap-
pear for the examinations
in that subject.

Students failing in un-
iversity examinations at
the end of each prafession-
al vear will appear in sup-
plementary exams. The
council has also specified
the time that can be taken
for clearing the supple-
mentary papers at various
stages,
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“*Savarkar in, Neh
list of great lead

Hindustan Times saturaays

€24.2023

—, e ——

HT Correspondent

" letters@hinaustantimes com

LUCKNOW/PRAYAGRAJ: From

the new session in July, the UP

« Board will teach its students

about the Tife and times of 50
great leaders of India. The Board
has included the life stories of
personzlities such as Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar and Deen
Dayal Upadhyay. Butamongthe

| notableexceptions is Jawaharlal

Nehru, Mshatma Gandhi, Sardar
Pate], Bhimrao Ambedkar, and
Lal Bahadur Shahstri, however,
malke the cut. ;
Defending the decision o

| exclude Nehry, secondary eduy-

cation minister (independent

' charge}, Gulah Devi said Nehry

ne desh ke lye apne prano k4 aah-

' uti nahi di thi (Nehru has not

Ll
|
|
|

macde the supreme sgerifice for
the country). Hence, Nehru was
excluded, she reasoned,

To be sure, not ail of the 50,
from across domains, died for
the eause, Commenting on the
inclusion of Savarlar, the minis-
ter said. "If we don't teach stu-

-dents about our great leaders
like Savarkar and Pandit Deen
Dayal Upadhvay, then what de
we teach them? Are we sup-
posed to tell cur kids zbout ter-

MINISTER, NEHRU
WAS EXCLUDED
BECAUSE HE DID
NOT LAY DOWN HIS
LIFE FOR INDIA. TG
BE SURE, NOT ALL
50 LEADERS DIED
FOR THE CAUSE

rorists instesd of making them
aware of the life and (imes of

.&reat personalites of Indja ?"”

“This subjgct is compulsory
for all students and it is neces-
STy to pass it. But, the marlks
will not be included in the high
school and intermediate exams
mark sheet." said UP Board sec-
retary Dibyakant Shulda,

The Bharativa Jzanata Party
bad promised to include the life
Stories of great mem and freedom
fighters in the educational cur-
riculum in jts manifesto releassd
ahead of the 2022 state election.

The controversyin Uttar Pra-
desh comes in the walke of two
Tecent ones — both concerning
NCERT text books. One was
about NCERT's decision ta delete
Passages on Mghatma Gandhi's
assassination and the ban on the

74

ru kept out from |
ers in UP syllabus
AS PER EDUCATION

RSS that followed; another was '
about NCERT's move to rational-
ise curricula by removing some
topics from lower ¢lasses and |
moving them to higher ones. l

Tttook time for a consensus 1o
be reached, sald an official who '
asked not 1o be named, detailing
thie personalities who will be ‘
cavered across classes,

Director general, school edu- ‘
cation, Vijay Kiran Ansnd ssid
that an expert commirtes-
approved the news syifabus.

Congress’ media co-ordinator
inthe state Anshu Awasthi criti-
cised the inclusion of Savarkar: |
“The inclusion.of Savarkar in the
syllabus by the BIP government l
is very unfortunate,., Pandit
Nehru was jailed for aimost nine |
Yearsin the freedom struggle but
UP Board ignored him.., |
included Savarkar whe stood
vith the British, opposed Indig's |
freedom, wrote an apology lette
ang called himself the most obe-
dient servant of the British."

A representative of the teach- |
ers’ union was not amused )
the controversy. "Syllabus '
should be designed by exXperss
and there is no room for polftical |
gimmicks,” said RP Mishra,
State vice president of TP Mad- |
hyamik Shikshak Sangh.
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'SP leader Maurya '

questions inclusion of

Savarkar biography in

UP. school curriculum

The Hindu Bureau
LUCKNOW

After the Uttar Pradesh Se-
condary Educarion Board
decided to incorporate the
biography of Vinayak Da-
modar Savarkar, along with
49 other eminent leaders,
into the academic curricu-
lum of the State Board, Sa-
majwadi Party (SP} national
general secretary Swami
Prasad Maurya on Saturday
asked the government why
it has not included the biog-
raphies of Muslim League
leaders. -

“The names of national
presidents and leaders of
Hindu Mahasabha, such as
Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
and others, responsible for
the partition of the county,
can be included in the sylla-
bus. then why not the
names of national presi-
dents and leaders of Mus-
Hm League,” questioned

M. Maurya.

. “Demanded partition’
| He added the Hindu Maha-

sabha was responsible for
the partition of the country

| as it continued with the de-
| mand for partition since
| 1923. Mr. Maurya said, “Un-

der the pressure of the Hin-
du Mahasabha, the propo-
sal of the Muslim League
leaders for the partition
was accepted.” .
Earlier this week, the Ut-
tar Pradesh government in-
corporated the biographies
of 50 eminent leaders, in-
cluding V.D. Savarkar, a

Samajwadi Party national L
generzl secretary Swami ;
Prasad Maurya. FILE PHOTO

leader of the Hindu Mzha-
sabha, tp the academic cur-
riculum of Classes IX to XII
of the State Board, in what
the State government
called an effort to “familiar-
ise students with the civili-
sation and culture of the
country”. s

‘Country’s civilisation’

“With the aim of introduc-
ing students of the State to
the civilisation and culture
of the country, on the in-
structions of Chief Minister
Yogi Adityanath, the Uttar
Pradesh Board has now ad-
ded biographies of 50 great
leaders in the academic
curriculum. The students
will now read about the
country’s great men, revo-
lutionaries, freedom fight-
ers, social reformers, his-
torians, and great
personalities who sacrif-
iced their lives for the coun-
try’s independence,” said
the Utar Pradesh govern-

menf on Friday. /
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What the NCERT missed

Much is unexplained about the textbook rationalisation exercises

VARAYANI GUPTA

2027 THE UNCERTAINTY IS on my side. At
1he NCERT tereis calim confidence about its
exercise i rationalisation” (a favouns! “offi-
cal” ket also recently used in a report
suggest that the number of monuments un-

dler the AS1 s "rationalised” ), What is Being
cabled "The NCERT controversy” is a mis-
Aomer Ieis nol o debate, An act of “rational-
isinng" by prining partsof Hhe texthaoks wiit-
[0 2005 led w protests by the edirors and
others - 35 editors asked Lt their names
be dropped from future editions, and now
comes areprimand from 73 educational wor-
thies implying that these editors are being
disrespectful to the NCERT.

The NCERT states that “the omissions in
the textbooks may have been unintentional,
[but] ... declined to reverse the deletions,
Omissions? Are they different from “dele-
tions"? Try to geryour head arounid that one,

There are three (or four?)sets of players:
One, the edirorsfauthors of the 2005 text-
books{narned); two, the experts who recorm-
mended the pruning; three, the NCERT offi-
cials {unless they are the same as 2 above);
and four, the 73 educational aullorities who
have sipported the pruing (named).

There are five grey areas. One, there are
nospecific explanations of why certainchap-

fess or sectons have been deleted, It is not
stated whether rhis is in terms of teaching
overload, comprehension challenges or be-
ing outdated. Clarity is called for, not innu-
endo. Two, we need to hear what schoal
teachers have to say, 110¢ university acaden-
ics. The latter can provide the material for
chapters of the textbooks, but it is school
teachiers whoate the conduitof lnowledge o
the sludents. Three, is there any survey of stu-
dents'reactions to the themes of the deletad
chapters? Four, how many of Ui 73 signato-
ries — busy vice-chancellors and senior aca-
denics — had tine t read and reflect on the
chapters now in the rubbish bin? Five, why
do we not know the names of the experts
who suggested the deletions? (see Peter
Ronald DeSouza, Why | said, notin my name’,
IE, June 17,

The deletions from textbaoks of political
science and ladian history were dané last
year. Most recently, Themes inWorld History'
{Class X1} has also been "rationalised”. Four
chaptershave been consigned Lo the guilla-
tine. Twould realty appreciate being told the
reasons. These were written by exceltent
scholars, excellent not only in their wisdom
butin their ability to communicate Lo young
people — Supriya Verina, Najaf Haider,

Bt T T

Laleshuni Subrananian and Arup Banetji, As
with e other essays, lwese were finalised af-
fer discussion by U lasger group of editors,
modified, and rewriten,

Onve can visualise 4 lively seminar on (w
“hanned chapeess”, like seminars on books
Bansied by the colonial government in india.
One candiscuss the deleted chapeers, the co-
iacidence of the narralive of the stages of -
man evolution being objected to.an any
countries by people of different religions, the
chapter on the conguestof South Ainerica be-
ing unimportant, Onc can speculate whether
(hedetails of the lndustnal Revolution are ob-
Jectionable because they “glorify” Britain. For
heaven's sake, letus walicand argue about con-
fent We have always been argumentative
people. Why this silence now? Andisi'Litob-
vious —and ironical — that banning books ot
chapters simply inspires new interest in Lhe
subjectana is therefore countes-productive?

2005: 1 hope, as younger Indians stir the
cooking pot of history in years to come, they
cangenerate sose of the exhilaration e felt
18 years ago when these exthools were dis-
cussed, No one can rake that magicaway from
1y memory — frou choosing the paper of
Lhe right gsni{ e cynics told me it was acon,
and thal alter printing somie hundreds on the

80

good thick paper, the remaining 1,000s would
Le on cheager paper), choosing heautiful il-
lustrations in full colour, whole sections of
chapters relentlessly rewritten, the joy of ap-
provalby fiiends and my davgheer {(who went?
S0 many extra ides to help), the arguments
with tean) tueinbers, the satisfaction of hav-
mg Amenican scholars approving the un-
orthodoy chapter on American history, where
the Indigenous people were put centre
stage.,,

The Future; History textbooks have to be
wkenseriously. By everyane, For the vast ma-
Jorityofouy hiterate citizens, school textbooks
are the only hustory they will read. Artists,
wirilers, and researchers have to pitch in Lo
make them unforgettable, Wming dnovel
that may becone a best-seller has its own
thrill, but think [or a minyte of the satisfac-
tion of giving your best for thousands of
youngnunds. Recall Charles Dickens making
timne to write A Child's History of England.
Thaughtful histories do not sinply glorify or
denigrate rulers, they explain the intersec-
lion between the earth and human activicy,
between the forces of nature and technology.
Theyhelp us understand the wordd,

Te winter 1s u Dethi-based historian
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A Why does stream
selection after
class X vary in

each state

c-Aditya. Wadhawan&{imesgroup.com

ence, and Humanities streams have emerged

2= the most preferred streams among the stu-
denie inthe country, wheregs the Commerce stye-
am has neticed stagnation with oniy 4% of stu-
dente opting for it inthe past decade. :

The gtudy was based on class X and X[ hoard
exam resu'ts which pointed to the significant dis-
parities in steam preferénces ameng different
states. A handfalof 2% of studentsin southern sta-
tes ke Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu, and Telang-
ana opted for the Humanities stream, whereas in
geates like Tripura and Gujarat, this figure 10se 10
over §2%. More then 70% of students in Punjab
end Rejasthan optedfor Humanitise, Contrasting-
1y. over 60% of students opted topursue thei care-
er in Science in states like Andhra Pradesh, Te-
Jangang, and Tamil Nadu after passing outof class
11, but there are fewer takers of the Science stre-
am ir stetes like Punjab, Haryana, and Assam
where about
17% of studsnts
aptediorit.

Spealing 10
Educaton  Ti-
mes  Biswalit
Sahe, director.
CBSE, says, "As
far as the selec-
tion of a stzeam
by students is
concammed. it va-

Fies asross different states asper thecontext altho-
ugh CBSE does not promoe streamlining es it of-
fers flaxibility to schools and students in choosing
any subject combination in classes Xiand XII. In
some situations, theselection of the strear hy stu-
dents depends upen the availability of the sub-
jects ina school thatislocatedina particular state.
Howaever, in some cases despite the availability of
the subject and teachers, students do not opt for
that particular stream. The presence of a suitabla
college in & particular location also prompts the
student toopt for a streamafter clasg X."
““ntherecent past, many technicalcollegeshia-
ve come up innorthem and eastermn states like UZ,
WIF, Rejasthan, West Bengaiand Odishz. The soci-
altrend of pursuing Enginesnng andmedical edu-
cation hes escaiated acToss the country inthe last
decade. In case of Humanities, for the pasi some !
years, students have begun to opt for the stream’ -
vithMathsas an optional subjectdue to the multi-
isciplinary -approach recommended by NEP
..2020," adds Saha. : . :

Inaszudy conductad by EGucation Ministry, S¢i-
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he revived contestations over history —

from the Gyanvapi mosque case 1o the

renewed demonisation of Aurangzeb —

confirm that Hindutva conflates its
ideas of religion and culture with those of nation
and state. Nationalism and statehood are by
definition indivisible, whereas religion and
culture take on multiple manifestations. Culture
of course contributes to national identity; yet,

alone cannot mould the nationalism of a

country, leave alone that of a plural land such as
India. Indeed, an India confident in its own
diversity could celebrate multiple expressions of
its culture,

A ‘ground zéro’
Hindutva sees culture differently. As the

- Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh’s longest-serving
chief M.S. Golwalkar wrote, culture “is but a
product of our all-mmprd:ensve religion, a part
of its body and not distinguishable from it”. For
the Hindutvavadis, India’s national culture is !
Hindu religious culture, and cultural nationalism-
¢loaks plural India in a mantle of Hindu identity.
Since Hindutva’s conception of nationalism is
rooted in the primacy 6f culture over potitics, the
Hindutva effort is to create an idea of the Indian
nation in which the Hindu religious identity
coincides with the cultural. In this process,
Indian history, following the Muslim conquests of
north India, has become “ground zero" in the
battle of narratives between the Hindutvavadis
and the pluralists,

. When; wﬂ:ﬂmpublmnnfmybook,ﬂn

2 M:d' ‘Durktiess: The British Empire in India, |

: -mohemnca]lyofzooyarsoffomnde the
{oices of Hindutva, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi himself, condemned 1,200 years
of foreign rule. To them, the Muslim rulers of
India, whether the Delhi Sultans, the Deccani
Sultans or the Mughals (or the hundreds of other
Muslims who occupied thrones of greater or
lesser importance for several hundred years
across the country) were 2l foreigners. |
responded that while the founder of a Muslim
dynasty may well have come to India from
abroad, he and his descendants stayed and
assimilated in this country, married Hindu
women, and immersed themselves in the
fortunes of this land; each Mughal Emperor after ‘
Babar had less and less connection of blood or
allegiance to a foreign country. If they looted or }
exploited India and Indians, they spent the
proceeds of their loot in India, and did not send it

“off 1o enrich a foreign land as the British did. The

-Mughials received travellers from the Fergana

Valley politely, enguired about the well-heing of
the people there and perhaps even gave some
money for the upkeep of the graves of their

I'HE TTINDU
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Is third-term Lok
Sabha Member of
Pardmment {Congross)
from
Thiruvananthapuram,
and the Sahitya
Alademi
Award-winning authar
of ‘An Era of
Darkness' and of The
Battle of Belonging’.
His most recent book
is 'Ambedicar: A Life!

| The revival of

history as a
contested ;
terrain in India
is a sobering
sign that the
past continues
to have a hold
over the
Hindutva
movement

»

Chingizid ancestors, but they stopped seeing
their original homeland as home. By the third
generation, let alone the fifth or sixth, they were
as “Indian” as any Hindu.

The intellectual terrain
This challenge of authenticity, however, cuts

| across a wide intellectual terrain. It emenges from

those Hindus who share V.S. Naipaul's view of
theirs as a “wounded cvilisation”, a pristine
Hindu land that was subjected to repeated defeats
and conquests over the centuries at the hands of
rapacious Muskim invaders and was enfeebled
and subj d in the process. To them,
Independence is not merely freedom from Rritish
rule but an opportunity to restore the glory of
Hlnduaﬂmreandmbglon,mmdedbyhlmlhn
conquerors. Historians such as Audrey Truschke,
author of a sympathetic biography of Aurangzeb,
have argued that this account of Muslims
despoiling the Hindu homeland is neither a
continuous historical memory nor based on
accurate records of the past. But one cannot
underestimate the emotional content of the
Hindutva view: it is for thern a matter of faith that
India is a Hindu nation, which Muslim rulers
attacked, looted and sought to destroy, and
documented historical facts that refute this view
are at best an inconvenience, at worst an
irrelevance, Indeed, Professor Truschke has
nemarkedonme widespread belief in India that
Aurangzeb was a Muslim fanatic who destroyed

. thousands of Hindu temples, forced millions of

Indians to convert to Islam, and enacred a
genocide of Hindus. None of these propositions,
she demonstrates in her work, was true, least of
all the claim (made by many of those who fought
successfully to remove his name from a
prominent road in Dethi) that his ultmate aim
was to eradicate Hindus and Hinduism.
Historical evidence suggests that Aurangzeb
did not destroy thousands of Hindu temples, as is
claimed, and that the ones he did destroy were
largely for political reasons; that he did little to
promote conversions, as evidenced by the
relatively modest number of Hindus who adopted
Islam during Aurangzeb's rule; that he gave
patronage to Hindu and Jain temples and liberally
donated land to Brahmins; and that millions of
Hindus thrived unmolested in his empire. Like
many rulers of his time, whether Muslim or
Hindu, Aurangzeb artacked Hindus and Muslints
alike. But such nuanced accounts of Aurangzeb

|, enjoy lirde traction amongst those who prefer
-+ their history in unambiguous shades of black and
" white. Aurangzeb Is controversial not because of

what he did in the historical past but rather
because he serves a useful purpose in the present
as an emblem of Muslim oppression.
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- The main chapter of how Hindutva sees the past

In the Hindutva-centred view; history is made
of religion-based binarles, n which all Muslim
rulers are evil and all Hindus are valiant resisters,
embodiments of inciplent Hindn natonalism.
The Hindutvavadis seem unaware of the Muslim
generals who fought on the side of Hindu rajas
and vice-versa, Indeed, few who extol Maharana
Pratap as the “victor” in the Bartle of Haldighati
against Akbar's Mughal army realise that Akbar's
forces were in fact commanded by a Hindu, Raja
Man Singh of Amber, and that Rana Pratap’s
resistance was led principally by a Muskim, Hakim
Khan Sur. Similarly, liberal and tolerant rulers
such as Ashoka, Akbar, Jai Singh and Wajid Ali
Shali do not figure in Hindutva's list of national
heroes. Indeed, where many nationalist
historians extolled Akbar as the liberal, tolesant
counterpart to the Islamist Aurangzeb,
Hindutvawadis have begun to attack him too,
principally because he was Muslim, and like maost
medieval monarchs, killed princes who stood in
his way, many of whom happened to be Hindu.

The recent past is not spared too

Communal history colours even the more recent
past, Among those Indians who revolted against
the British, Bahadur Shah, Zeenat Mahal, Maulavi
Ahmadullah and General Bakht Khan. all
Muslims, are conspicuous by their absence from
Hindutva histories. And syncretic traditions such
as the Bhakti moyement, and universalist e
religious reformers such as Rammohan Roy and
Keshub Chandra Sexn, do not receive much

| attention from the Hindutva orthodoxy. What

does is the uncritical veneration of “Hindu
heroes” such as Maharana Pratap and of course
Chhatrapati Shivajl, the intrepid Maratha warrior
whose bartles against the Mughals have now
replaced accounts of Mughal kingsin -~ -
Maharashira's textbooks. As the recent National
Councl! of Educational Research and Training
cantroversy has again reminded vs, the
educational system is the chosen battlefield for
the Hindutva warriors, and curriculum revision
their preferred weapon.

History has often been contested terrain in
India, but its revival in the contest of 21st century
politics is a sobering sign that the past continues
10 have a hold over the Hindutva movement in
the present. While the Mughals will be
demonised as a way of delegitimising Indian
Muslims (who are stigmatised as "Aurangzeb ke
aulad”, the sons of Aurangzeb), the appropriation
of Sardar Patel, Madan Mohan Malaviya and other
nationalists by Hindueva confirm that the heroes
of the freedom struggle will be hijacked to the
ruling party’s attempts to appropriate a halo of
nationalism that none of its forebears has done
anything to eam. Z
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5 days after textbook
revision ordetr,
Karnataka removes
textbook society MD

SRS

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
BENGALURU.JUNE 27

FIVEDAYS after the Karnataka gov-
emment passed anorderallowing
18 changes in Kannada and social
science textbooksof statecurricu-
lum from Classes 6-10, it has re-
moved Raghuveer as the manag-
ing director of the Karnataka
Textbook Society (KTBSL
According to a notification is-
sued by the state government on
June22,1AS officer Shubha IKalyan
was given the additional chargeas
the KTBS managing director.
Kalyan now holds a total of three
postings — dwrector of e-gover-
nance, rural development, witha
concurrent charge as director M
Poshan, school educationdepart-
ment{midday meals}.andanac-
ditional charge as the managing
director ol KTBS. This could be one
of its kind where an JAS officer is
given charge as the KIBS chief,
Meamwhile, Raghuveer, for-
mer director of PM Poshan, 15
awaiting posting Thoughthe rea-
son for Raghuveer'sremovalistin-
clear, sources i the government
said anofficial of“high calibre” was
required to deal with textboakre-
visions, especially at a time when
the “textbook revision” issue has
been one of the top priorities for
the ruling Congress government
In fact. restoring the changes made
by the BIP governiment’s Rohith
Chakrathirtha textbook revision
committee was one of the major
poll promises of the Congress.

“The government needed a -

person of high calibre who un-
derstood the dynamics of the
textbook revision process —
right from the content to distri-
bution of textbooks. Which is
whiy an IAS officer was given an
additional charge. However, the
decisionwas made at the highest
level of the administration, with
reasons best known to them,”
said a government official.
Sources also revealed that the
teacher recruitment scam, which

Deletions
and
i @ additions

EXPLAINED

THE CONGRESS govern-
ment has dropped a Jes-
sonon RSS founder KB
Hedgewar and reinoo-
duced ‘Letter tomy
daughter’ by Jawaharlal
Nehru, Inaddition, it has
also dropped the works
of other right-wing
ideologues suchas
Chakaravarthy Sulibele
and Shatavadhani Ganesh
in Class 10 Kannada lan-
-l guage textbook.

took place during Siddaramiah’s
tenure as the Chief Minister be-
tween 2012-13 and 2014-15, has
jolted the administration man-
pawerof theschool education de-
partment. infact, Madlegoiwda, for-
mer KTBS managing director,was
aisoarrested by CID, Kamataka,in
connectionwith the imegularities
intheteachers recruitment, when
he was holding an administrative
charge under department of pub-
lic instruction. Around 68 employ-
eesdfthe school educationdepart-
ment, including teachers,
directors, retired assistant director,
have been arrested by the CID in
connection to the scam. The
Congress government has ap-
Fumar, Prof TR Chandrashekar, Dr
Ashwathnarayan and Rajesh as
the members of the textbook re-
\Vision committee.

In the revised textbooks,
Chakaravarthy Sulibele’s work
‘Heroes of Mother India' finds no
replacement, whileShatavadhan
Ganesh's work hasbeen replaced
with that of writer Sara
Aboobacker, The schooleducation
departmentwould be soon print:
ing over 70,000 bookiets and dis-
tributing to government schools
for acadermnic year 2023-24.
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“JIT Bombay Among
Top 150 Varsitiesin
QS Rankings 2024

A LEAGUE APART With 45 universities, Indiais the

l (225) Jost ground ‘ymder the reset _hehmd‘the'gluhéﬂaﬁerage of 21.4.

|
|
|
|
|

7th most represented country inla

Sreeradha Basu@timesgroup.com

Bengaluru: ITT Bombay has bro-
ken into the 10p 150 league of the
QS World University Rankings
2024, climbing 23 places to 149, up
frox'x:lﬁlastyaanmmﬁunivemi-
ties in the latest rankings - up
from 41 last year — India is the se-
venth most represented county
globally and the third in Asia.
“1ITDelhicomes insecondat197
in the 20 edition of the ran-
kings, down from 174 last year
while 1ISC Bangalore, last ye-
ar's country leader, slipped to
225, as Quacquarelli Symonds
(QS) overhauled its methodolo-
gy India has oneless university
in the top 200 rankings compa-
red to the previous edition.

QS implemented its largest-ever
methodological enhancement by
introducing three new metrics -
sustainability employment outeo-
mes and international ]
network — and recalibrating the
weightingof certain existing indi-
cators, namely academic reputa-
tion, employer reputation and fa-
culty-student ratio.

The Indian nstitute of Science

methodology, v due tothe re-
duced weightageassigned to itsfa-
‘culty-student ratio, which is one
of its strengths, However, In cita- -
tions per faculty, it ranks sixth,
with aperfect score of 100, far abo-
ve the global average score of 17,
This year, there are two more
entries from India in the world's
topSOOuniversiﬁes,with the Uni-
versity of Delhi (407) and Anna
University (427) making their de-
but inthistier
India exhibited its strength in the
field of research influence, evident
in its performance in the citations
per faculty indicator. With a score
of 38.6, India surpassed the global
average of 17 and secured the se-
_cond-highest position in Asia, with
" more than 10 ranked uniyersities.
This highlights India’s significant
contribution to scholarly literatu-
re and its growing impact on the
academic community Thirteen In-
dian universities feature among
the world's top 200, indluding two

test rankings

'L v

N

|

EMPLOYMENT sconz :
India's ‘employment out-

comes' scoreisone-third

below the global average
of 24, reflecting the need
toreduce the mismatch .
betweenjob requirements
and graduates' skills
redan averagescore of 2.8,much
Tt achieved an average scoro of
4.9 in the proportion of interna-
tional faculty; indicating that ef-
forts should be made to increase
the diversity and representation
of intermational facilty mem-
bers in Indianuniversities.
Similarly, India'sscore of 5.1 in

the international research
network indicator fell short of

the global average of 19.4, show-

casing the importance of foste-

; : ring cross-border
collaborations

A and partnerships,

The country’s fa-

culty-student ra-

tio score of 18.0 is

! lower than the glo-

bal average of 27.6, Indicating

¢the need to focus on faculty re-

cruitmentand retention.

ndia’s ‘employment ontcomes’

score is one-third below the glo-

bal average of 24, reflecting the

need to reduce the mismateh bet-

ween job requirements and gra-

among the world’s top 1. " duates.skills, as wellas to create

However, the rankings show that
Indianeeds to imvest more ininter-
nationalisation.and improving fa- -
culty-student ratios and the quall-
ty of teaching to elevate the global

more opportunities for ‘the new
generation of learners. Further-
more, India's new sustainability
seore of 9.61s below the glo% 3‘0
erage, indicating the n

nrinritise and strengthen sustai-
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/  Spring cleaning

The pause on the new GMER
is a chance to forge a consensus

quarter of a century is time enough to jus-
tify a reassessment of any effort. About 25
years have passed since the existing Reg-
ulations on Graduate Medical Education (GMER)
were notified in 1997, and the time was Tipe 10
take a relook at all aspects of the system, and
adapt them to changing requirements, including
demography, socio-economic contexts, and ad-
vancements in science and technology. The Na-
tional Medical Commission’s (NMC) new GMER,
which was withdrawn without any explanation,
attempted to catch up, and correct course, whe-
rever necessary. The medical world is a changed
place since the regulations were last drawn up,
with emerging diseases, changing demands and
expectations of stakeholders also altering the
game dramatically. The new regulations aimed at
making medical education more learner-centric,
patient-centric, gender-sensitive, —outcome- -
oriented and environment-appropriate, while
continuing to anchor on the basic principles of
teaching medicine. The regulations were’ pro-
gressive in introducing a longitudinal pro-
gramme based on attitude, ethics, and communi-
cation competencies for young medical students,
to lay stress on ethical values, being responsive to
patient needs, and improved communication,
early clinical experience — all skills young medi-

¢ cos will benefit from in the real world. It had

specified that didactic lectures would not exceed
a third of the schedule; while the bulk of the
course would include interactive sessions, practi-
cals, clinical experience, and case studies. Also
introduced anew was a family adoption pro-
gramme through village outreach, for each MBBS
student, and a ‘pandemic module’. Other signifi-
cant changes included reduction of the overall
time period for students to complete the MBBS
course to nine years (from 10), fixed number of
attempts to clear papers, and common counsell-
ing for admission from 2024, If a student failed to
clear any exam, he/she could have appeared in
the supplementary examination, the results of
which were to be processed within three-six
weeks. The students, if successful, could have
proceeded with the same batch.

A spring-cleaning of medical education in In-
dia is no doubt necessary to clear the cobweb
remnants from the past. While a new GMER will
enable the country’s medical students to be fu-
ture-ready, the question needs to be asked if the
system will be ready to handle the requirements
of students who breach odds to climb up to a
medical seat. As the NMC takes a step back, with
withdrawing the regulations, perhaps it will
nanea tn anticinate and face. with least confronta-
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Bhopal: The Madhya Pradesh

e government on Thursday an-

ST nounced that the biography of

7 e, 20 5H 1 Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
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The announcement comes

tosix daysaﬁermeBJPgovern-

ii ment in Uttar Pradesh said

' i state board students would be

i+ taught about the lives of 50
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Between two books, a revelatory social history

cademic studies of social change in

India have, by and large, followed the

conceprual guidance of modernisation

theory. It focuses on the deeper eflects
of technological change, social and political
movements, and increase in participation in the
modern economy and education, Indian
sociology produced several classics that continue
0 provide useful insights to university-level
students, A parallel docunentation of social
change was attenipted by journalists who
travelled and gleaned from their brief
interactions with ordinary people how the bigger
changes in economy, technology and politics
were affecting their lives. Journalism is itself a
major part of modern India’s history. Though
Journalists are now facing new kinds of difficultics
in practising their profession, they bring in the
kind of news about life that academic inquiry
cannot afford to offer due to its methodological
constraints.

Tracking change in rural and urban India

In the mapping of social change over the last hall
century, two books written by journalists stand
out. One is Kusum Nair's Blossoms in the Dust: the
Human {"actor in Indian development. First
published in 1965, it is based on Nair’s journey to
villages across 14 States. The second book,
Dreamers: How Young Indians Are Changing Their
World, by Snigdha Poonam, documents her
Journey and stay in provincial towns in eight
north Indian States. It was published in 2018.
Read together, the two books show many aspects
of sacio-cultural change in rural and urban India
that we may not notice living our daily lives in the
third decade of the 2Ist century.

When Kusum Nair was writing her book, the
big question facing political leaders and
intellectuals was how to deal with rural poverty.
The memory of Gandhi’s ideas and his vision of
India as a society thart cared for its rural
civilisation was still fresh, Nair wanted to find out
how villagers in different parts of the country
were tesponding to the state’s efforts (o help
them through economic and social planning.
How 1o change beliefs and entrenched norms of
behaviour was perceived as a major challenge.
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Programmes of ‘community development’ were
focused on improving people's access to new

|
|

face tragic failure despite toral commitment to
democratic vision. Unlike Kusum Nair, Snigdha

knowledge about sanitation and health, irrigation | Poonam maintains firm impartiality throughout

and manure. The Green Revolution was a decade

~away. The emphasis was on using available

resources and information in the best possible
way. Nair was looking for signs of change in old
artitudes and ways of living. She found such

evidence in every region, but in varying amounts. |

In some parts, there were ‘blossoms in the dust’;
in others, there was stirring, but also a lot of
inherent resistance that looked like inertia, She
drew a gently dynamic portrait of a highly diverse
nation, literally at a turning poinr - i.¢., before
India had to face China’s aggression. When we
read Nair’s book today, it evokes nostalgia for an
era when the ‘human element’ took precedence
in the dream of development. Complications and
compulsions arose before long.

The new landscape

The social landscape that Snigdha Poonam draws
in her book is complex in every sense. As you
start reading her account of a slow, parient
journey through the provincial towns of northern
India, you are struck by the paradoxical reality of
the young from non-elite strata. They feel let
down, but are ready to fight for themselves. They
are ‘unsatisfied, unscrupulous, unstoppable’, says
the author. These three words capture the
complex make-up of the entrepreneurial spirit
they display in every sphere. Their purspitof
wealth and power recognises no impediments,
social or moral. They see copious examples of the
advantage that this reckless approach to success
ofters, With little patience for moral choices, they
believe that whatever works is Lhe best. So, any
and every enterprise looks fine. Coaching, fixing
deals, and pushing files are all ways to create a
livelihood. But the magic of call centres beats
everything,

It is demanding work though not exactly
social. Manufacturing spam, disinformation,
dissonance, and swindling are all part of the
game of success. Faced with circumstanees that
any observer would declare impossible, the youth
that Snigdha Poonam meets are forging ahead
with no inhibidomsﬁyme opt for politics, and

her long account. Despite her openness and t
neutrality, she cannot help giving her verdict. At {
the end of her book, she says that many of the

young people she met do not evince a sharp

- dichotomy between right and wrong,.

- Inescapable. Economic and social change have

Decoding the change
Read togetlier, the two books convey (he broad

. current of an acquisitive culture that has

mercilessly rocked old beliefs and values. Several
eminent sociclogists have tried to capture India’s
tryst with modernity, (racing the multiple paths
along which social change has occurred, Many of
these portraits dwell on value shifts, but few
discuss the loss of values. Perhaps one can
appreciate why the subject does not receive much
attenrion. Change in values is a part of broader
economic and political processes. It also reflects
demographic shifts, most importantly the growth
of urbanised communities, often at the expense
of rural communities, The rural-urban distinction |
is not easy to maintain or explain, and technical

differences serve little other than an official

purpose. What we learn from Kusum Nair’s épic {
journey through rural India in the 20th century is
that the village was the locus of belonging,. It
served as a living, and for many an inspiring,
memory. )

Going through Snigdha Poonam’s reflective
memoir of her meetings with provincial youth
years ago, one is struck by the erosion of an
cthical frame that belonging to a village might
give, Some of the young men and women she
meets are based in bigger-size villages, but their
social constructions are of a chaotic, competitive
world. She is right in making us realise that her
interlocutors know what they have to deal with in
their life. The subtext of her lengthy travelogue is

missed the centrality of meaningful education
and work, If growth of the market and
infrastructure are unaccompanied by an
educated imagination and the prospect of
employment, the social ethos cannot sustain the
norms and morality it once prized.
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