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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during July - September 2023.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.
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g/_ - THETMES OF o, New D
M: NEP Changed

Education’s Focus

‘It Lets Students Pick What They Want To Study’

Shradha.Chettri
Etimesaroup.com

New Delhi: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, in his address
at the valedictory event of Del-
hi University's centenary cele-
brations on Friday, underlined
the importance of the universi-
ties to the nation. The PM also
said the National Education Po-
licy had changed its focus to gi-
ve students the prerogative of
learning what they wanted to.
“When India had institu-
tions like Takshashila and Na-
landa, Indis’s contribution to
world GDP was high,” said
Modi. “Bul continuous at-
tacks during the period of sla-
very destroved these instifu-
tionsleading to obstruction of
the intellectual flow of India
andbringing India’sgrowthto
a standstill. During the Free-
dom Strugele, the emotional
swell of independence resul-
ted in the universities playing
a crucial role in creating a
strong generation of talented
youngsters who could chal-
lenge the modern werld.”
Hesaid that India, once con-
sidered a fragile economy, was
today among the world’s top fi-
ve eeonomies, The gender ratio
had significantly improved, the
number of startups had cros-
sod one lakh and 40% more pa-
tents were filed this year than
in 2014-15, he said, because of
which India's Giobal Innova-
tion Index had reached 46.
Talking about NEP. the
PM said, "Educatien is not
merely & process of teaching
hutalsoaway of learning. For
a Jong time, the focus of India
was on what subjects should
he taught tostudents. Now the

Anindyva Chatlopadiyay

Prime Minister Narendra Modi with DU vice- chancellor Yogesh Smgh

MODI SAYS

'memlslnueased
respecliorourmtry
there (in the US). Itis
because the capacity

of the country has
increased and the faith
of the world in the
country’s youth has
increased

7

focus has shifted to whatastu-
dent wants to learn. Students
now have the flexibility to de-
cide what they want tostudy”
He also listed the new op-
portunities for the counory’s
vyouth and pointed out how
companies like Google, Mi-
cron and Applied Materials
had decided to invest in India.
“A few days ago, I visited Ame-
rica, You must have seen how
there is increased respect for
our eountry there. It is becau-

se the capacity of the country
has increased and the faith of
the world in the country’s yo-
uth has in¢reased,” Modi said
“During the visit, we signed a
deal on the nitative on Criti-
cal and Emerging Technology,
or ICET. It will create new op-
portunities for the youth in
numerous sectors ranging
from Al to semiconductors. It
will enable access to technolo:
gies that were once beyond the
reach of ouryouth.”
Encouraging humanities
students, the PM said, “Recog:
nition for India through
events like the G20 presiden-
cy is creating new avenues for
humanities stedents in yoga,
culture, literature, history,
heritageand cuisine. There is
a growing demand for Indian
youth who can tell the world
about Indla. Indian values
like democracy, equality and
mutual respect are becoming
human values, from govern-
ment todiplomacy” ”
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oW Byfil’g Got Away For So _L(_)n_g

THE TIMES OF INDIA
MONDAY. JULY 3] 2023

Education is not a max-revenues sector Education brands take decades to

build and can’t be measured via advertisir

Chetan Bhagat

| [ess than a year und a
half agn, edtech company
Bvju's was India’s most
vahable startup with a
valuation of $22bn, or
¢L&lakh crore. Receniiy,
Byju's defaulted on its Ioan of $1.2hn
(aroumda ¢10.000 crore) in the US. Tre
auditor Tieloftte resignoed citing concerns
with Byju's financials, which the company
had not provided for vver ayear

Three independent company direc
lurs also resigned. These directors
represented investors from  various
funds ard venturs capital firms. There
are lawsuits from lenders. The company
s missedd scheduled payments and
broken financlal covenants, but has
chosen to file counter lawsuits against
the lenders. Government agencles are
investipating it. Many vendors are owed
money, Multipie rounds of layoffs later,
management remains elusive and capey
about information

The last Byju financials are from
fisral 20202021, other Indian companies
now have financials out for 2022-2023,
Even for vear ending March 2021, Byju's
showed a staggering net loss of over
4, 000crore. Essentialy, Bjv'sticksevery
redflagof a ecompany in hig trouble.

This is the company cited as the poster
child of Tndia’s startup ecosystom.
The promoter was celebruted and
wonmuitiple ‘Entreprenenr of the Year®
awarde, Byju's hyper-aggressive growth
strategy raised massive capital, elose to
50,000 erore. Tt spent big on marketing
Bylu’s had follywond superstay brand
umbassadors, was Indian ericket team's
Hile sponsor and was o cosponsor of
FIFA World Cup,

[€ can sound preposterous to say this
for such a high-profile company, hat it
will be extremely difficult for Byju's
to make it. Not Just huge losses for
investors, tens of thousands will Inse
jobs. Many who bought Byju’s courses
may also suffer There will he contagion
effects on other Indian startups. Funding
Wi become diffienlt. Valuations will he
marked dowmn,

There are lessons here if we want
India’s startup ecosystem and entre-

R TR

Itis bafffing how Byju's could
delay the publishing of its
financials though such
sophisticated investors are
involved... There are lessons
here if we want India’s
startup ecosystem and
entrepreneurship to thrive

prenearship to thrive. Even though we
need more financial retails, here are
sumenhvlousmiﬂtakesthemmpanymld
stakeholders made,

Notgetting the fundamental product right |
The eampany offers an online educstional
Product using video based learning and
some offline teaching, During Covid,
such moducts boumed. Post-Covid,
demand for proper, intensive. nn ground
education is back. Online education isa
greatl concept ind has Its place. But it
can’t just grow at breakneck pace as
during the pandemic Byiu's and s

investors assumed and pushed hige

growth rates. They tried this by raising
and spending money Rather they
should have re-ovalnated the product
and adjusted growth expectations.
Educational brands take a long time to
build. Some of (he world's top institu-
tions have been around for centuries,
It takes at least a fow decades, not a few
quarters. Neither can you see educstion
85 2 pure ‘maximise financialreturns’
product.

Greed not always good | Greod is zood,
gaid Gordon Geeko in the movie Wall
Streer. However, there ean he too much
greed. Byju's could have Erown at a
modest pace and still he a valuzble
company But more than 70 investors,
vomprising the smartest brains and the
who's who of the investing world, pumped
billions of dallars into Byii's trying to
inflate 5 balloon beyond capacity. There
were multiple funding rounds. Each
tound valued the company  higher
Previous invesrors felt thelr investment
had increased in value, In reality, it was
nothing but, some (not-so) smart and
preedy e playing passingthe
parcel, waiting for the next sucker,

18 spends or hyped valuations

Toxic debt | Byju's overvaluation may
still not have jeopardised the company
But it madea mokie mistake, Despite huge
cashflow losses, it took on & $1.2 billion
Inan abroad. Loans rome with striet
lerms and conditions. Byju's eouldn's
even meet basic ones - providing finan-
cials on time, Lenders prohably have
guarantesaand share pledges. Hence, in
the event of default, lenders can take
over and totally wipe out the equity
investors. Yes, those 70 odd auper-smart
investors conld have that 322 billion
valvationmarked down tozero. Byin'shas
chusen to skip its interest pavments and
instead take its lenders to court. againa
terrible idea, Mesnwhile. the company
isahnwingthe world what it doesto those
who give It money. There's aleo news of
Byju's taking un mor loans from else.
where. The hola lsonly beingdugdeeper:

Corporate governance | \When a company
raises money, the least it can do is keep
investors informed on what 11 does with

‘j that money. Tt Is baffling how Byjn's ot

away with not publishing finaneials
for 5o tong, with sophisticated investors
involved, Was love for B¥iu's so strong
that investors ignored hasic requfre-
ments? It is a terrible view of Indian
companies when a high-profile one can't
he buthered to prepare financiais.

Premature cefebration | This nne is on all
of ns, We love [ndia. We want to seo india
win. Hence, when a start-up attains
mega-valuations, we love to celebrate it
Huwever, business suceess is not. ahout
raising money and valuations. That’s
Just a measure of future performance
expectations, Neither s marketing-
spend an achievement (oh Yook at their
logn on Team India jerseys!). The only
business achievemonts that finally
msatter are a great product, happy
customers and excellent proficability
Anvthingelse IS hype and drama,
Onehopes Byiu's was an exception ln
the Indian stare-op space. However, the
greed of 2021 and 2022 i3 bound to result
in seme more mishaps down the road.
Let us be carefitl how we build startups
and entrepronenrship culture. Let's
not make great hype followed hy great
crashes. Lot'smnke gront businessoes
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"THE BUBBLE OF EXCELLENCE

QS World University Rankings may reinforce elitism and caste bias

Abya GoyAalL

PHE QS WORLD University Ranking 2024
was released on June 27, Nine aul of the g
ten spots were taken by universities from the
US and Europe — the National University of
Singapore (NUS) becaime the first Asian uni-
versity to bicak info the top 10, at number
eight. As for Indian institutions, after eight
years, IT-Bombay finally made the cut for
the top 150 universities list, ranking at 149,
Ihis is being celebrated in India as a mile-
stone for owr education system, But what the
narralive ignares is the fact that such lists do
Dot purely rank institutions on merit — there
is a considerable degree of bias involved,
which leads to a perpetuation of the status
quo. This is because the rankings provided
are hased majorly on the competence and
prominence of their researchers, The rank-
ing criteria comprise the following nine indi-
cators: Academic Reputation {30 per cent),
Evployer Reputation {15 per cent}, Faculty
Student Ratio (10 per cent), Citations per
Faculty (20 per cent), International Faculty
Ratio (5 per cent), International Student Ratio
(5 percent), International Research Network
(5 per cent), Employment Outcomes (5 per
cent) and Sustamability (5 per cent).
in this article, the two 1 am concerned
witliare Academic Reputation and Citations
per Faculty because they collectvely make
up 50 per cent of the total. The data for the
former is collected via a survey distributed
ta thousands of global academics. It asks re-
spondents to stale their name, institution,
job and number of years in the [ield, Then,
researchers have to provide specific infor-
‘mation about their subjects of expertise and
the geographical regions they are most fa-

This system reinforces the
same patterns, keeping the
knowledge and experience of
the majority in this country
unexplored or invisible, In
addition, it maintains the
elitism of a field that is
opague and gatekeeps these
spaces on the basis of the
‘merit’ argument — which, in
turn, is decided by the same
people.

miliar with. Thereafter, they nominare "up
to 10 institutions from their country/terri-
tory of knowledge that they think are pro-
ducing the top research in their faculty area™
and “up to 30 institutions outside of their
country/territory of knowledge". They are
not allowed to name their own insticugions.

The data for the Citations per Faculty in-
dicaroris collected by reviewing the value of
the research produced by members of the
msttution,

In applying this to the context of india
then, itis a question not only of elite institu-
tions but of individual facuity members and
their research, since at least 50 per cent
weightage is provided to both the reputation
and the citation value of each individual, At
face value, this may seem like a fair data point
to consider. But the question is: Who gets
cited, who is prominent and who is consid-
ered an “expert"? That in itself depends on
who is visible. Mulling this prompts a re-
thinking of the idea of these metrics,

Consider the caste-wise distribution of
India's population, According to most estj-
mates, eighty per cent of the country cones
from Scheduled Caste (SC), Scheduled Tribe
(ST) or OBC communities while only about
20 per centare “upper” castc. Yet, as per a re-
portin Nature, 98 per cent of professors and

90 per cent of assistant or associate profes-

sors are (rom the “upper” castes in JiSc, IIT
Delhi, Bombay, Kanpur and Kharagpur. This
reveals a jarring gapiin representation. The
knowledge base and perspective of only 20
per cent of the population occupies at least
90 per cent of e space in the field,

When we put this in the context of the

survey, it is clear that if academics from [T
Bombay are responding to the Academic
Reputation survey, they will most likely
name peers from similar institutions that are
conducting prominent research and are most
widely cited. Unfortunately, that category in-
cludes only a marginal number of re-
searchers from lower caste backgrounds,
even if we go by the faculty demographic of
the instirutions mentioned above. Given that
the percentage of professors from the Dalit
Bahujan Adivasi(DBA) community is as little
as lwo per cent in such spaces, where is the
representation of their work? Where will
their work be cited?

n

Moreover, the number of citations is a

strong indicator of legitimacy, This translates
citations into material benefits such as pro-
motions and salaries. And so if there is no
representation, there will be even lesseren-
gagement — ultimately depriving those less
praminent of their citational value, regard-
less of the merit of their work. This system
reinforces the same patterns, keeping the
knowledge and experience of the yajority
inthis country unexplored or invisible. In ad-
dition, it maintains the elitism of a field that
isopaque and gatekeeps these spaceson the
basis of the "merit” argument — which, in
turn, is decided by the same people, The
¢yclical nature of this perpetuates the status
quo and ensures that institutions remain
ivory towers that are bath inaccessible and
unassailable. The QS World Ranking of insti-
tutions, then, is part of the structure that per-
petuates global pedagogic inequalities.

adya.goyal@expressindia.com
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/ Taking Higher
Education Higher

45ndian institutes are among the 2,800 institutions of higher
learning in Qs World University Ranhkings 2024 This makes
India theseventh-most represented opunhfyintherai\king.m

Bmﬁhaybeééméihe‘ﬂrstmﬂihntmivmitytomakeittpihemp
m,wmmgmat149thmnisisceﬂainlygoodnews; Butholdthe
bubbly. A fewswallows doesnot # scholarly summer make.
Newmetricsandchange inweightage to theexisting faculty-
student ratiosaw the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) Banga-
lore, usually {Hie highest ranking Indian institution, slipoutof |
the top225. When it comestocitations perfaculty, Indian insti- i
tutionsscoreaboveglobal avéﬁége,while_pexformancei:irépu-
fationelated metrics is in line with global averages. India’s |
' influerice in'the field of research is good
news. Furtherdata-crunchingisrequired
todeterminewhichdisciplinesand speci-
alisations are ‘ahead’. What isneededis !
- promoting further interest and capabili-,
2 oy tiesin cutting-edge research across discl- |
g ; N . plinesand institutions. : 1
O A e Y 5 Ve Therearetwo broadareaswhereperform- |
ancelags theglobal average —qualityof teachingandinterna- |
tionalisation. The formerinciudes faculty-studentratio facul- |

tyvecruitment and retention, essentially the qualitative ‘sup-

plyside’sThisisreflectedin low employma ntoutcomes,demo- |
nstrafingamismatch etweenjobrequirementsand graduate

) sknkzmernauopans‘aﬂm—dffstudentandfacults-édmposi-
tion,and research networks— Isvital in today's transnational

. }mowledgéss'stexns,Botharbinterre]atédandmnstbea’ddr%&
ed if Indian higher education institutionsare to grow ininflu-

ence and reputation. Addressing these deficiencies are par-
ticularly important as India hopes to take its top education
brands — OTsand IIMs— abroad. B
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hKendm’ya Vidyalayas celebrate

three yea

“ASHOK CHATTERJEE

sndriya Vidyalaya

Sangathan regional office

Kolkata successfully com-

leted three years of imple-

mentation of National Education
Policy 2020 (NEP),

Announcing its achievement,
officials from KVS regional office
Kolkata said that the journey for
them has been a smooth one, They
mentioned Nipun Bharat, Bal Vatika,
Vidya Pravesh, NCF FS, PM E-vidya
among others.

Assistant commissioners Sanjiv
Sinha, Divakar. Bhoi and C
Vijayratnam, principal KV No. 1 S
Karan and other dignitaries were
present at the conference,

There are two schools in the
region, which have introduced Bal
Vatika one and two (admission in 3
plus & 4 plus years), and 24 schools
with Bal Vatika 3 (admission in 5 plus
years of age).

KVs are an autonomous body
established in 1963-64. There are 14
lakh children getting education in
the KVs with 60,000 staff, including
teachers.

This model will be followed in all
64 KVs in the state, but on a pilot
basis the KVS started with 26 schools.

Deputy commissioner of RO,
Kolkata, Y Arun Kumar also spoke
about competency-based education
and outcome-based learning, one of
the many highlights of NEP, adding,
there are 4 stages of NEP, the first
part is school education.

Talking about early education,
Mr Kumar said the realignment of
admission age had to be done to
siX years, which was five years ear-
lier.

SALIENT FEATURES:

Nipun Bharat Mission - it is
national initiative for proficiency in
reading with understanding numer-
acy. This focuses on literacy part as
well as numeracy part. Literacy is the
language part and numeracy is the
caleulation part,

The department of school edu-
cation launched this mission in 2021.

“Nipun Bharat is shifting rote
learning to competency-based edu-
cation. This has some unique fea-
tures such as play-based tcaching,
activity-based education. For this we
conducted workshops in the Kolkata
region for teachers to upgrade,
empower them. To enrich teachers
we conducted a training programme
for our primary teachers to teach
classes 1-V," said Mr Kumar,

Introduction of Bal Vatika - this

e it

ey

is a new concept. We used to cater to
Classes 1 to XII. Now we are catering
to children at age 3, 4, 5. This is
preparatory for going to Class 1.
~ Bal Vatika is pne of the high-

lights of NEP, added Mr Kumar.

“Vidya Pravesh for primary-level
children. This is a 3-month pro-
gramme. Through this we will create
a sense of awareness among chil-
dren. This module has been
designed by the NCERT. All 64
schools have adopted this.

National curriculum Framework
for foundational stage called NCF S
2023,

Jadui Pitara contains all teach-
Ing aids which will facilitate learning.
It is play-based learning. Then there
are other skill-based teaching. PM E-
Vidya, we experienced during
COVID days online teaching and
leamning feachers developed skills

4 ’. - &
S M

of teaching online, This is blended
programme, both online and offline.
We have successfully managed to
implement the NEP 2020 in all the
schools,” added Mr Kumar. >

Vidyanjali is volunteer-based
programme, implemented in all the
64 KVs in the region.

Vice-principal KV No.1 Sangram
Bannerjee, said, “All the KVs have
implemented the modules of NEP
2020, Since the time it was intro-
duced in 2020, Kendriya Vidyalayas
have been holding small workshops
with the teachers, administrators.
S0, we have been groomed for Jast
two years and it has not come as a
surprise. We have been accepting the
changes for NEP. Infrastructural
changes are also needed for many of
the modules like Ball Varika. Schools

have been making the necessary

changes.”
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" Who's Listening To The Teacher? HEI Rankings Aren't

Assessment systems centred on quantitative data neglect taking a meaningful measure of
teaching quality and pedagogy. But these are the primary determinants of learning quality

Rahul Jayaram

d In the sphere of higher education
institutions (HEIs) and educational!'
§ rankings, there is regular discoursing
on some key touchstones like faculty
research and publications, student
placements, quality of teaching and
faculty-student ratio. An array of ranking bodies,
from the Times Higher Education World University
Rankings to the (controversial) National Asscssment
und Accreditation Council, conducts detailed surveys
deploying many of the aforementioned parameters,
They have 4 broad, data-based approach that tilts the
surveying method to quantifiability, quantitative data,
numbers and graphs.

This route, while useful, misses many other germane
factors ahout education, For the balance to happen,
qualitative research is just as essential. Certain kinds
of features, likefaculty research and publications, tend
to work well when examined through quantitative
methods of data collection, but these don’t hold for
features like quality of teaching, And this segues usto
the most eritical partof thediscussion,

Thequalityof teachingelement mustbe paramount
among all the criteria that help rankings judge the
strength of an educational institution., This especially
appliestoteaching heavy institutionslike the majority
of public and private universities in India, For their
large and diverse student cohorts, the quality of
learning follows from the quality of teaching, over and
above every other criterion. And inside the ambit of
quality of teachingliesthe matter of pedagogy.

Some ranking mechanisms almost conflate quality
of teaching with ‘learning cutcomes’, bypassing the
whole complex serutiny over pedagogy. One can under-
stand why. Pedagogical quality is difficult to capture
quantitatively and requires deep individual (read:
qualitative)attention,

For assessors, this implies familiarising themselves

with teachers, faculty, students, college or university

"'staff'and‘ getting an oh-the-ground feel at'an' institu-

tion, Instead, the quantitative measuremerit methods
giveonetheimpression of dnassessors’ panelparachu-
ting to an educatjonal institution for a day or two to
gatherdata and then flying back.

How has Indian higher education thought on the
subject of meaningful pedagogy? Considering student
diversities, how are teachers to make the courses they
teach vigorous and engaging in the classroom? There is
much discussion about the guality of texts and text-
books university students work with, but then whal
about the way in which these are taught? Are
they taught in stimulating ways?

Teaching, in any subject, is a fundamen-
tally creative, critical exercise, where the
teacher takes her passion for her chosen
subject, then harnesses it to pedagogy; and
aligns it all towards certain broad out-
comesforaparticularcourse. If theranking 'y
exercises give the impression of boxes (o be
filled, and Excel sheets and forms to be ;
checked off, they belie the underly-
ing creative and critical condi-
tions of education. This needs
immediate reframing.

Higher education is a
creative and intellectual
vocation. The teacher is
not unlike a film direc-
toronaset whichisthe £
classroom, with the
textual materials as
thescript, and students
as participant actors in
collaborative learning,
There is genuine
subject-associated
subjectivity at work
In the classroom.

12
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In many of the ranking systems the subjective
nature of teaching and learning doesn't get registered
as foreefully as the apparent ‘objectivity’ of data on an
assessed institution's achievements. When ranking
systems speak of innovations in teaching methods,
thattootends to take a quantitative approach, and lacks
qualitativedetailing.

In continuation with pedagogy comes classroom
management. What is a teacher with an exciting peda-
gogical arsenal to do if she is battling overcrowded
classrooms? In their recent report, the QS rankers
pointed out the unpromising fact of facully to student
ratio in Indian higher education institutions. In over-
crowded classrooms, pedagogy is the first and most

crucial casualty
Allthe imagination and creativity that a teacher

overwhelmed with student numbers per class

based courses, which are designed for a smaller
class sizethatenables greater individual attention
forthestudent,
In & nutshell, the teaching community is
getting reduced to numbers and data via
theseranking systems. Assessors ought
to begin listening to teachers as human
beings with a vocation, or even get
to know them as people trying
to negotiate the labyrinthine
alleyways that run through the
spheres of education. Even as
the teacher’s voice goes unheard,
the questions she is posed
with are pushed away into the
abstractions of data. The
teacher’s experience and voice
must get a hearing in the portals
of rankings.

inBengalury
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tay bring into the classroom goes off-kilter when..

Things are particularly worse for hands-on practice-

The writer 1S ¢ university zeac}w/r(
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New Delhi: Rajya Sabha
Chairman Jagdeep Dhank-
| har on Wednesday asked adu-
cation minister Dharmen-
dra Pradhan to provide a
copy of the Vedas to all MPs,
while also asking each
of the members to fur-
ther distribute 100 co-
pieseach loothers.

The suggestion was
immediately accepted .
by Pradhan, who said the co-
pies will be made available lo
the members, if possible,
withthe optionof translation
intodifferentIndian languag-
es. As Pradhan was replving
to a question about Vedic

MPs: RS Chair to edu min

schools during Questiof
Hour in Rajya Sabha, Dhank-
har said: “... it will be greatly
appreciated if vou make
available to members of Par-
liament, asel of Vedas,"”
Pradhan  assured
the chalrman that his
® | directive would be fol-
%] lowed. Some members
1 asked the language in
21 | which the Vedas would
beshared. Atthispoint, Union
minister Nitin Gadkari got up
to mention that he had come
guness ather religious texts,
including ‘Bhagwar Gita’,
which can be rezd arling in
differentlanguages. 1nn

—

-—
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s

/

................................................................................................................................................................................

Tuves NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: The Common
University Enirance Test-
Undergradunate (CUET-UG)
is not based on CBSE syllab
us, and examines students of
different boards on egual
footing, 1he education minis-

try infermed the Lok Sapha
on Wednesday.

In reply to another gues-
tion, the ministry said Muslim
students’ enrolment in higher
education institutions went
up by 1.8 lakh between 2016 and
2021, even as 2.2 crore students
from the economically weaker

section wege enrolled in pri-
vate schools in the last five
venrs with thebighestbeing in
MPE The ministry also said
14753 school children were
displaced due o ethnic vio-
lence it Manipur and 93.5%
of these children have been
admitied {0 the nearest

school free of cast.
In a written reply, judor
gdncation minister Subbas

Serkar said CUET-UG exam-

ines studenls of  different
boards on equal faoting and
that “the syliahus ishased on
general understanding  of
subjects at cluss XIT level”,

15
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The Hindu Bureau
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-

The additional textbooks
for higher secondary that
were recently unveiled by
the Kerala government not
only inciude content re-
moved by the National
Council of Educational Re-
search and Training
(NCERT) from the curricu-
lum but also touch on the
State’s economic develop-
ment, social movements,
historical events, and coil-
temporary landscape.

The six additional text-
books in four subjects —
history, political science,
sociology, and economics
— have been brought out by
the State Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (SCERT) following the
NCERTs deletion of topics.

The removal of content

New textbooks in Kerala cover
State’s history and .

W AP
F.'\ e

- 1 :'
Kerala CM Pinarayi

related to Partition and Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s assassina-
tion, Gujarat riots, and the
Mughal kings and their
courts had led to an outcry
from various quarters.

An expert comrnittee
‘that ‘was set. up recom-
mended that new text-
books be publishedfor four
subjects for which NCERT

textbooks are used in the

orowth |

P AT
Vijayan releasing the additional textbooks for
higher secondary students in Thiruvananthapuram. S. MAHINSHA

ek Y

4

State.

The sociology textbook |
for Class 12 has content.on I
actor P.K. Rosy in the con- |
text of caste system, social i
reformer Ayyankali’s de- |
mand for education for Da- |
lits, movements to enter |
place of worship, Channai
revolt for women’s rignt to
cover their chest, and the
Kallumala agitation. =

Pusie-eq by Nrmals Lakstaan ans Primesa by S Ramanujan JLHT tedia Lid, Piot No. B, Utjeq Vinar, Grester Keids Disit. Gautam Budh Negar, u.r.vze:?.. 0
Reqd TLIN)-31/6110/2006-07-05 » RNINo. UPENG/2012049540 » ISSNOG71-751X

« &2

17




alsqi’le’im e

mﬁ:msﬁ

7 fee, w6 T
aﬁam?{waﬁmﬁ?
el = T adm W @
meraEn wE g1 A NG
s & weE By | @ W
TEAEE .

A R |
354 Ao 1 ARG F1d TS
o X 7w ¥ w1 6 aa
T ) mrE B ¥ fa v
FEArTE AR A # e,
s g At 9 s
w«mmmmm

¢ A e R A A

=T

G

o7t R, e -5 S 2023

__———-"""—

aﬁﬁaﬁm”

il aRdia

mﬁﬂrﬂmﬁﬁmﬁamlm

mmﬁﬂaméaﬂémaﬁ
aé’téammﬁm ens 1 m‘"

¥ 10 wrwia A b o mmﬁﬁmﬁwi‘
Afgwe TETE YE S H e 1 s st 3 T A

18

= Tl sl Bl
N SRS el
x 1z 3 o T W
299 VBT TH T
et mﬁmuwmm
3| 25 T RIS S
T f & R YT
i vl firrd o
£ mﬁmwﬁu‘mm&’ ~
8! o 2 | T B i
’\v&mdumfﬂﬂm’ﬁsi
SRR
% $ 2047,
mmﬁmmm mmwm,ﬁ,mﬁ

|

o) ﬁﬁqﬂmaﬁahsﬁz%% fine :mzcw AWW
amﬁmai?mﬁnﬁﬁw&i?l ‘cﬂ*m\ﬁ"mﬂ?aué ex_'




o feogears

o feoeht, B, 7 31 2023

TPl RN guR & fere
M%mm '

T S o & W T o g

£ ST TEr T e T I E W
%@ﬁmmsﬂerm
F U3 FW R T TeT, 5w
ﬂiﬁqﬂfé‘im R e e g e e
feTu e fome e B 9 W S
HA B S T a @ #, ﬁzm
WgTFH, wmﬁfﬁ%w
TOTET, T T e Wmﬁﬁ'
: mﬁuﬁmﬁwsﬁrwwﬁaﬁmﬁf
3 T T T S S O R
© oftge (agrenEl), e O faen fmn
e s ge, (EeTiE), i = E T
TrRET-Tiy S oy (e it

BT, TR STl 9 T 8, WA e
£, aﬁwwvﬁﬁﬁmﬁmﬁt%l
s ety e T R T 3 H
ST T T T S FAAT B 5
WE ¥ FW ¥ T T4 q wn #
ol 3% gt s S o el B ey
Fameedt 1 4w i e worEE FM EE ¢

TEU I, T T W R w ae
i T A %1 T e e 'R W
T 2T F G, w Fe wAl e
o TS e 3 e I SEE A e,
ST o aEee i F R ST |
A &, o] 1 dnad e 8 gera
o ST et g erefaae G o,

19

T T FGF B

STeAfeR FoTe R JoTeremOl & o o ] SR
1 e e 3 o e = e T
ST 31§ RS T T R
mmm%m‘twmaﬁ"mmﬁmhmn
TS o o e orerer ATl WA T U
T S| TR T WA W e § e

Hra) Genfrm € iz ¥, ol ol wg Tz ager &) W W
%ﬁgﬂuﬁfﬁmgﬂmtm w 7% feif o g4 2, aa%dagmag
&, BfEaa e ! e e 7 fard fonr
#tawét#ﬁ?amﬁmm Asretfad AR WAl W, s B @ 5fd 9
(T *. 5 ] 1 d
ur@mwgammq}; g gfe urifiraar a0 amz:rﬁu%ﬁ%af‘era%@;;;
T i L
_mmmn?ﬂg a]lmltvﬁaaaﬁagl gﬂéﬂ'qﬁaﬁﬁ%m
RelqiOis gl e
Qﬁmmm? . e
T AR el et TR Ut R f ey el e B o T € =
%nm#rm%w#mmm o, G afrard) wu, sRarEaeiE

WA, ST WY g 2w
BT W ST R v Wi | a ©
AT T & fe A vhenati a gma &
T B T T U 8 v o 1 ¢
T F vl o amEhf 1 o €
syl AT e B 4 2 A el e
EacEaresCrEt oot atea et ke ot
TSI & o U9 & T 9 I
S o e e s R S e A |
T A T S O G T S A
R A L AHAE, TR A
i Tifee) 55 =91, ﬁtaﬁ%mﬂm% e

(AFEFF T R )

ol



ot
fa:

5 P, T, & SR 2023

maarasmW&Mmﬁﬁﬁm#mﬁﬁﬁm##wwmtimmwaﬁaﬁmmgtﬂf‘aﬁﬁ?&m&m#m#m 75 Tl 4 e
mauﬁﬁmtlmmazmmsﬂaﬁ?ramﬁ&mmmm&mmas##gémﬁ%m

%’re‘ R?Rméﬁaaarm

|

fergn < Resrar ¥ weeaird |
11 & A1 2 et diel wgayyi o

YRSt @R B A i §ot  1950-80) 3 mavhalt, e 1d M e e T il

<d.

o mm7<ﬂi¥?uwmfafsfz
el 7 ¥, 79 forr % famw oy
T T ST 3 4 ST &
i R & S R s e T
T W 2T wefis w5 8, foen
30 T A= RmA TR hmim) sy
e et R S sm e A T
Pt e = e 11133, s
T 4. ;W:mr‘mmn?tl

A F A Sl R I A S
E T g At 1947 ¥ e N e
TR FI A AT R s 1947
T TA 1 6 Wik = & v o
A= TaeTa 5 e 2 0 shrwtaret
T 591 Wt o 5 wa 1947
# 2.2 TR vy w, S T sty v
FUEFE X, - T A B 4R A
TOR =T 1 SV ¥ g
H =T F AR T W s 2 R e
¥irig s Wfaw et sha=mg
FRg, TR 20 3 ad), 21 s,
54 #3778 Fyvatresm, e sty
=5 Wi ¥, W e F ode e
T e A AR v

a8 Tl @ dene
RIFR= 12 2 Fowr Sear st e
wE Ay T o b S
1 s A8 A RS SR AR
Sl S ETa w8

%4 1949 T Foad ) 2758 50 feg
BTN, W A 45 F S TR e
v SR oA e A s
¥ o] 5 14 =9 4 ov-;rm:ra
CELCLL] -mmz%*mmweu
e BN H AN F 24 Wi Srvd, am
fowt & 531 Porpz P = 5oy & o
waimm’?s’: = Fed=
A2l ¥ oF g 4 % PR
WIS AT = AT A -

| R e Ie Gy |
117

n / =
2020 2025 2030 2035
(2 g

- Sles ol dwm

R
2013-14 -

2019-20
2022-23 72

mamuzmﬁrm

Th i -,
i &
el | oy | 3% e
it T = T

@ 01 ‘ 2021

8502 Tef 309 swedic T vyl (CuEEEE | ar
TN 7HUH & 0200323 ¥, Bk 7 3577 Fiaw 6 4786
TR 1 2047 PEsywRaEmd)

mﬂmwyllmﬁngmmswénwpwemﬁmmmmwwé’l '

ST % TR A Yl & e o & el 7 Ayl of

ey 3 o
BT FE T |

T I &

o TN T S, ded Gt dm
ﬁmré'ﬁ"n‘ddﬂm B0 U B

TR 3 5 o SR & Al 40 Sl &l o i
T | 1950-70 B 2 T O, fore o7 ot a7 fean o eiffen 7 e
&mﬁmmﬁqmtmau o E FA WD
T & 6 1966 W 32 o T3 fier iz st T 3 5300 &)
Tourfe & Al e om a2 3 it o 3 5 fifes g 4 of
TSR T R, ) i 2 g

fsfimmmmay | Rrand S s mier
1991 &R e % 1991 ¥ qarai) 8 4die v
&3 5 4 7T TSR 4 T wdns 2 g g
T e Alie = AR 3 S 7
P aM & o 3¢ T A S A B
TG, WS, BETT am rm et R T s
T4 ot et 3 fooft 24 %mmr  f
& e T & e A W@Uﬁlluﬂ%'{ﬂax?ﬁr
doft @ g 3 fner | i edfie o v amE
gmfmm;%m’{ -u% LT
ol &
mamm&mm' ﬁém’f
T o O 3, O 3 o oI o
TR 7 TR G, W 3 s,
Feier 38 3l 815 s Beew e ma(mlj
U [T & Ty AR & 3o o 2021
481 1933-94 ¥ 2008 - 09 a5 & 15 T8 2011
o e o wer R od v e ) 2001

1991
1981
1971

SeTTRT

IR v R E

’112

a8 3% rw R A e S,

202&24#@ szmmmm
A vt foven 1 68304 Ty e 3y 3

kalai44o94m‘sm kA feeam g

2023

@l n@émmﬁmm axsoo
m&%ummm
mtmmssﬂmm:
mmﬁmi«“ﬁawtm rifeay & e ™

1961
1951
1947

28,30
1833
12
(it Fvet afdETT A T §a

TrEAE (09 Jor el B 2rgam sriena
TTRET A d] SR 2.0 T
TTE G 20 W T 6 Siewd T F)
FFA R A s o waR 6
T T per ] = e e
TN % s Fvmes T EIIT
B SEE F T T 2T O
R A5 w1982 Him S
FUFEG s gATA md AT A AT
ATEF 4 52 wm 0 Frowr S
weffes 2 o % 2w e &
Funng R 1976 TRl EATT
% dirfn Fz ¥t g Tt 9
vma#mrfawﬂzaﬁarﬁ
T e TS A o a

L% ¥y 7w T W, at?fw. =
%%i,wwmaﬁmm
W i T R e

v s e

1985 ¥ FOFEET T4 A T T Dy
Feran Sitfr (Wi 985 )1 S =4
Pasit Sefre g % 3T o
Qe R =1 SREN TS wrEy
T VA A T A vew sgm
ST G T 3 T ST,
mmmmﬁ—nq-
m@&n#wﬁﬁaﬂtmmﬁ-
SETHT T AT e e F
i T AT T T

1994 § ‘S wherd W aeen
T, P ST T F 15T
mmﬁ&mnwfm—?w
% 1285 ' F e S FE
1986-92 FdtEETEn s iTes
T 3%, 34 - e+ A AT

| T =R 1986 T R T A

T TR 1992 § et = =g
= * (i, 1992 ) TEE =W =)

TP A I e e g,
for % v A v Fe re T
W < & s T Sy
| S & 2 T i i T
Fi I T A A= e A
IR IR

20

T T 3 SRR w5
[0 & fove v 1 wem 38 )
Toamen % itz 1999 3 THe i fing =
FHep i (e e e
T sfd 2000 F ‘w7 v s
WER F
Tiend e gefai

21 AT g R fer T gy 2iehir
#ifa (321 4.0) T 5 few, =t
Fafeze g &1 e | <ot sltdior
ERCERTEECE B e
T6E AL & wf afT e w0
81z g v 31 ¥ IR R ket
73 ang, fei fava srderana i awe-

997 T €| e, " e, 39,
FEAA, wqaafmra-a %ﬁtﬁmoﬁ?
TS ST T S e

TS 9113 Wi 21 v & ZFE A,
Fiee 0 e A T TE § =
TR, F WIS B W 5T AN
wrama?fstz’-mrﬁwnilmw
S B ST T Ud e T e
m 10-12 1 U Wﬁ"lﬁ
T Y S 1% F e e =
2 73 | B e | TS 50
B R T AT AT IE T
M g ¥z 3 T TN B I=
wfirEmat ¥ T 2020 %1 wiEE
oo aFm 7




THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, AUGUST 8. 2023
)

MISSION EDUCATION

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan is ona new
mission: he wants to see that Indian education institutions
get a significant number of foreign students. The Fducation
Ministry has already identified 250 institures and 2,600
courses to offer to students from various countries. The
Education Ministry is working with the Ministry of External
Affairs to create a single platform for facilitating education
services to students from abroad. The ministry has already
written to all Indian missions abroad to start working on it
and there will be roadshows and a massive campaign to attract
foreign students to these institutes, which include ITs, [IMs.
central universities and private institutions, it is learnt.
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ven as the new aca-
E demic session begins,
the West Bengal go-
vernment and Raj Bhavan are
at loggerheads over the ap-
pointment of Vice-Chancel-
lors (VCs). At a time when un-
jversities are grappling -with
provisions of the new National
Education Policy which man-
dates four-year undergraduate
degree courses, none of the 21
State-run Universities in West
Bengal has a full-time Vice-
Chancellor. Over the past few
months, Governor C.V.. Anan-
da Bose has appointed more
than a dozen people to offi-
ciate as VCs of state-run un-
iversities allegedly without
holding any consultation with
the State government. When
Raj Bhavan announced the
names of officiating VCs, the
West Bengal government in-
itially tried to discourage aca-
demics from taking up the
posts. Later a public interest li-
tigation was filed before the
Calcutta High Court challeng-
_ing these appointments. On
june 28, the High Court dis-
missed the petition describing
it as a ‘tool to challenge the
orders of the Governor. The
court, however, pointed out
that the appointments Were
only an interim arrangement.
The West Bengal govern-

_ment and the Governor's of-

fice has not had the best of re-
lationships, but things took a
turn for the worse in 2022
when Jagdeep Dhankhar was
Governor. The State govern-
ment appointed 24 Vice-Chan-
cellors, reportedly without
consulting the Governorl,
whose validity was challenged
by a writ petition. The court
ruled that UGC Regulations of
2018, which states that a UGC

. TIIE HINDU

l

l

'

’ : ;.

| . ‘WestBengal.
. A
'

l

|
I
|
l
| had passed a number of Bills
|
l
I
l

_ . DELHI

t

nominee has to be in the
search committee for selec-

| tion of VCs, will prevail.

After Governor Bose as-

I sumed office, he initially
' agreed to the Bengal govern-

ment’s proposal of accepting
the resignation of the VCs, and
appointing them as interim
VCs this March. In May, when
the three-month term came 0
an end, the State government
sent a proposal to the Gover
nor with a list of 27 names to
be appointed as interim VCs
for a period of six months.
The Governor picked only two
names from the list, and ap-
pointed several officiating VCs
without consulting the State

ent.

On August 4, The West Ben-
gal University Laws (Amend-
ment) Bill, 2023 was passed in
the State Assembly t0 cormply
with the court's order by re-
constituting the search-cum-
selection committee for the
appointment of VCs. Along

| with having a UGC nominee,

the new committee has five
members, three of them nom-

inated by the State govern-

ment, thus giving the govern-
ment an upper hand in
appointment of VCs.

1n 2022, the State Asgembly

replacing the Governor with
the Chief Minister as Chancel:
lor of the Universities in the
State to ease bottlenecks in VG
appointments. The Bills have
not been cleared by Raj Bha-
van. After the passage of the
| August 4 legislation, a gioup
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. glorious past.

A crisis in higher education

G@@Bﬂi@@&@@@ﬂ@vﬁm heavily on students
Il

of BJP MLAs met the Governor
urging him not to give his as-
sent to this legislation as well.
If the Governor and the
State government continue to
have different views on ap-
pointment of VCs, it can cause
irreparable damage (0 higher
education in the State.

Lack of infrastructure

While the number of both
State-run and private universi-
ties have increased in the past
12 years of Trinamoo] Con-
gress rule, most of these un-
jversities lack infrastructure.
With many students and facul-
ty opting to leave the State,
higher education in West Ben-
gal has become a shadow of its

In the National Institute
Ranking Framework (NIFR)
ratings for 2023, only one un-
iversity from the State, Jadav
pur University, figured among,
the top 10 universities at nu-
ber four. The University of Cal-
cutta which had, figured
among the top 10 universites
in NIFR 2022, slipped four po-
sitions, and is ranked 12th In
NIFR 2023. No other universi-
ty from West Bengal figured
among the top 50 universities
in the.country.

Academics and administra-
tors, who have been assigned
the responsibility of interim
VCs, cannot take any policy
decision nor can they allocate
any resources. The status quo
is likely to weigh heavily on
the future of over five 1akh stu-
dents who are getting admit-
ted to these institutions acriss
the State for the 202324 aca-
demic sessions.

In the past, Raj Bhavan has
said that “education must be
treated as a no-condlict zone”,
a view echoed by State Educa-
don Minister Bratya Basi
Both Raj Bhavan and the State
govermunent need to walk the
talk, and resolve the impasst
in the interest of sudents.
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Their Bhasha, Their Future

Research has shown teaching in mother tongue leads to better skilling as well as better grasp
of English. Recent CBSE decision is the right call, argues L\LP s executive director

Krishnamurthy Subramanian

culnme and edumuon.
research-hased evidence
makes one aspect unmis
takably clear: teaching
children in & language
they understand is an indispensable
pedagogical methed. Shocekingly, however,
Unesco data shows that up to 40% of the
global populationistaughtinalanguage
other than their mother tongue, which
leads to learning setbacks and social
inequalities, §o, the July 21 order by the
Central Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE) on the use of mother tongue for
instruction is an excellent move,
Thomas Macaulay, whe despised
Indiz and its knowledge system, cham-
ploned English education “to form a
class who may be interpreters between
us and the millions wnom we govern...
(to create) a class of persons Indian in
blovd and eolour, but English intastes, in
opinions, inmoralsand inintellect.”
Seen in this backdrop. it is not at &1l
surprising that Gandhiji expressed deep
concernover western education, Writing
in  Harijan, Gandhiii compellingly
argued: “English, having been made a
mediumuf instruction in all branches of
learning, has created a permanent barrier
batween the highly educated few and
the uneducated many. Tt has hindered
the dissemination of knowledge to the
masses. The excessive emphasics on
English hos burdened the educated class,
leaving them mentally impaired for life
anddisconnected from their own land.”
Other freedom fighters such as
C Rajagopalachari, Bal Gangadhar Tilak,
Gopal Erishna Gokhale, and Annie
Besant reengnised the significance of
education that was controlled, shaped,
and carried on by Indians. These free-
dom fighters possessed not only an
excellent understanding of India but al-
s felt proud of itsspiritual and cuitural
ethos, Therefore, unlike Jawaharlal
Nehru who seemingly advocated every-
thing Western, these stalwarts carrieda
balanesd assessment of the benefits of

Western thought, Naturally, these icons
of our freedom struggle foresaw initial
education in their mother wngue followed
by English as a second language as the
way tonurture students that could develop
their intellect-even when articalated irf
English - and an ‘identity consistent
with the Indian ethos, In her influential
work Principles of Educationn Annie
Besant advocated for schools where
instruction would bein themother fongue
of each diswict, while also incorpora-
ting English as a second language.

Will education in the mother tongue
undermine the career prospects of
students? No! Through its Global Educa-
tion Monitoring Reperts, Unesco has
consistently advocated for education in
the mother tongue since 1963, In its 2016
report, Unesco relterated the message:
“To be taught in a language other than
one’sown hasanegative effect onlesrning,
especially for children from poor families”
The report recommended that “at least
six years of mother tongue instruction is
needed to reduce learning gaps for mino-
rity language speskers.” A background
research study for the 2005 Unescoreport
notes that “Mother tongue-bazed bilingual
schooling is seldom disputed cn the basis
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While the CBSE order follows
up on NEP's good intent, more
work awaits policymakers. In
areas of teacher recruitment,
curriculum development,
and the provision of teaching
materials, schools must
adapt to cater to the diverse
linguistic backgrounds

of their students

of its pedagogical reasoning.

Il English is requined (o get good jobs,
especially in the service sector in India,
wonld education in the mother tongue
not rob students of such opportunices?
No! Research shows that by starting
with the mother tongue as the primary
medium and intriglucing English later,
learning English becomes easier. When
childrenacquirea second language later
in life, the skills developed while being
taught in their mother wngue during
their formative years prove invaluable
Research done at the University of

Ontario in Canada shows that wh
childrenacgulrea secondlangnagelat
in life, they can utilise the skills the
learnwhilebeing taught in their moth
tongue as younger children An eigh
year study on Latin American-orig:
students in the US found that proficienc
in English rorrelates mversely wit
exposure to instruction in Englis)
Students who were taught in primea:
schoul using Spanish performed belle
at English than Latin American-orig!
sludents who were taught in Englis
from the heginning. The more highl
developed the first language skills, th
better the results in the second languag
because lunguage and cognition In th
second hnild on the firar.

I the Indian context, my former IS
collasgue, Tarun Jain, finds in h!
research that education in a languag
thar is different frum the mother Wwngu
can decrease literacy rates hy 18% an
raies of college graduation by 20%. A
the evidence an the pedagngieal henetit
of education in the mother tongue is s
unamhigous i indio and ocross the
whrld, policymakers mustlearn toignort
the cacophony filled with unsclentilic
anecdotal argumentsthat English ednea
tion i vsgential for India's progress,

While the CRSF order follows ap on
the pood intent enshrined in the
Neatinngl Education Policy, more work
awaits policymakers. Inareasaf teacher
reeruitment, curriculum developmenl,
and the provision of teaching materiala,
schools musl adapi io eater o the
diverse lingulstic backgrounds of thelr
stdenta As a eritieal step, GOT's own
network of Kendriya Vidyalayas and
Navodsya Vidyalayns should tuke the
lead inimplementing thisorder

Ghiven {1s powerful benelits, education
in the mother tongue is 4 fundameniad
right of every Indian child It is an
educational pathway that honours o
spiritual and cultural ethog whilenurcu-
ring learning excellence. By providirg
children with aneducation thal they can
truly underswand andrelate to, welaythe
foundation for a mare united, tnlerant,
and sucoessul society
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/’{ 19-MEMBER-COMMITTEE } INCLUDES EXPERTS, CIVIL SOCIETY I

NCERT forms new panel for |
content in school textbooks

———— . < 2 = l
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NEW DELHI: NCERT has consti-
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that experts from different
domains have been selected as
members of the committee, and
that its chai will now con-
stitute various Curricuium Area
Groups (CAGs) by engaging dif-
ferent subject experts.
~ CAGs will assist NSTC to
develop textbooks and learning
material for each of the subjects
mcluded in the syllabus, NSTC
S will be free to invite other experts
for advice, consultation, and sup-
port,” this person added, request-
ing anonymity. Chamu Krishna
Shastry said that 11 CAGs will be
constituted to work on the 1
domains mentioned in NCF -SE
including mathematics, science,
education, and social sci-
ences, “More than 1,000 subject
experts will be engaged in the
process of curriculum develop-
ment and textbook designing.”
Shastry added that the com-
mittee will aim to complete the
process by the end of this aca-
demic year so that the new text-
books will be ready before the
ing of next session. To sup-

oped and finalised by NSTC shall
be published and distributed by
the NCERT,” the note added.
The committee i i
Manijul Bhargav, a professor of
mathematics at Princeton Univer-
sity. It's other members include
mathematician Sujatha Ramdo-
rai, badminton player U Vimal
Kumar, chairperson of Centre for
Policy Studies MD Srinivas, and
chairperson of Bhartiya Bhasha
Samiti Chamu Krishna Shastry.
A senior ministry official said

& of

port the functioning of NSCT,
NCERT has also constituted a
National Oversight Committee
(NOC) that will be chaired by the
chancellor, Central University of
Punjab, Jagbir Singh.

“NOCwill detailed ori-
entation to the members of NSCT
and others including CAGs. Ttwill
ensure full alignment of text-
books, syllabus and teaching

material to NCF-SE," said

a senior NCERT official who
asked not to be identified. /

o0 «
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NCERT forms 19-member

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

he Union Educa-
T tion Ministry on Sa-
turday notified the
formation of a committee
that will prepare new text-
books for Classes 3 to 12 un-
der the National Education
Policy (NEP). M.C. Pant,
Chancellor of the National
Institute of Educational
Planning and Administra-
tion (NIEPA), is the Chair-
person of the National Syl-
labus and  Teaching
Learning Material Commit-
. tee (NSTC). Manjul Bharga-
va, Professor at Princeton
University, is the Co-Chair-
person.

“As a follow-up of the
National Education Policy,
2020, development of the
National Curriculum Fra-
mework for School Educa-
tion (NCF-SE 2023) was in-
itiated with the

'u ““l& -
Experts will work with the
committee on the textbooks.

constitution of the National «
Steering Committee,” an in-
ternal note circulated in
the Ministry said. “In this
context, NSTC which is em-
powered 'to develop the
school syllabus, textbooks,
and teaching Jearning ma-
terials for Classes 3-12 (and
to appropriately revise the
existing textbooks of class 1
and 2 to ensure smooth
transition from Class 2 to 3)
is being notified.”

The NCF-SE, developed

25

by the K. Kasturirangan-led
steering committee, is now
in the advanced stages and
shall act as the reference
point and guiding road
map for the syllabus and
textbook developers for
school education all over
the country, it said.

Bibek Debroy and San-
jeev Sanyal; Chairman and
member, respectively, of
the Prime Minister's Eco-
nomic Advisory Council;
Shekhar Mande, former Di-
rector-General, Council of
Scientific and Industrial Re-
search; Sudha Murthy, chil-
dren’s author and Infosys
Foundation chairperson;
singer Shankar Mahade-
van; U. Vimal Kumar, direc-
tor, Prakash Padukone Bad-
minton Academy,
Bangalore; and Chamu
Krishna Shastri, chairper-
son, Bhartiya Bhasha Sami-
ti are on the 19-member pa-
nel.

panel for textbooks revision

The newly formed committee will prepare texthooks for Classes 3 to 12, under the NEP;
it will use the help of experts to complete the task, says a note circulated in Education Ministry

‘The textbooks and other
teaching learning marterials
will cover all curricular
areas, and the . subjects
within, that are a part of
the NCF-SE, as also their
support materials such as
teacher handbooks.

NCERT to publish

The textbooks and other
teaching learning materials
developed and finalised by

the NSTC shall be pu- |

blished and distributed by
thé NCERT, the note said.
“Ihe NSTC will be assist-
ed by curricular area
groups to develop text-

books and other teaching |
learning materials for each |

of the subjects included in
the syllabus. “The Chair-
person and Co-chairperson
of NSTC will constitute the
CAGs with appropriate ex-
perts and with the support
of NCERT,” the note said. -
(With agency inputs) * .
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'Sudha Murty & Shankar Mahadevan on
NCERTs panel to develop news textbooks

New Delhi, Aug. 12: Infosys
Foundation chairman
Sudha Murty, music maes-
tro Shankar Mahadevan,
economist Sanjeev Samral
and 16 others are part of a
new committee constituted
by the NCERT to revise
texthooks according to the
new curriculum. the offi-
cials said. The 19member
Nalional Syllabus and
Teaching Learning
Material Committee
(NSTC) will be headed by
National Institute of
Educational Planning and
Administration (NIEPA)

chancellor
M.C. Pant
and develop
textbooks for
Classes 3 to
12.

The com- R
mittee is -
Handated to S. Mahadevan
prepare the textbooks, and
other teaching learning
materials, which will, in
turn, be published and
used by the National
Council of Tducational
Research and Training
(NCERT), as per the terms
of reference, a senior offi-

NSTC will
be assisted
by curricu-
lar area
W . ToAGs 'in
e ( s) in
Sudha Murty the develop-
ment of the teaching-learn-
ing material for each cur-
ricular area. These groups
will include appropriate
experts for the said subject,
and will be formed by the
chairperson and the co-
chairperson of NSTC, with
the assistance of l\(‘ER’ Vi

26

the official said.

The committee will work
to align the ‘curriculum
with the national curricu-
Ium framework for school
education (NCF-SE) devel-
oped by the K.
Kasturirangan-led steering
committee as a part of the
implementation of the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020,

While the final NCF-SE
has already been submitted
to the Union ministry of
education, it is yet to be
released in the public
domain, rPTI
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Sudha Murthy, Mahadevan in
NCERT's panel for textbooks

19-Member Group To Develop Currlculum Content For Std I11-XII

Manash.Gohain
@timesgroup.com

i - NewDelhi: NCERT hasnoti-
i fied two committees, studded
¢ with experts not only in aca
demics but also in a wide ar-
ray of fields, to design and de-
velop school syllabus and
new textbooks under the Na-
tional Education Policy 2020.
For the core group, the mem-
bers come from several fields
— philanthropy; sports, mu-
sie, corporate world, bureau-
cracy, school and higher edu
cation, and policy-making
Sudha Murthy, chairpers-
i on, Infosys Foundation, San-
¢ jeav Sanyal, member of the
¢ economlcadvisory council to
the PM, Bibek Debroy, chair
man of the economic adviso-
rycounciltothe PM, Shankar
Mahadevan, music maestro,
U Vimal Kumar, former Indi-
an badminton plaver, Sujatha
Ramdorai, professor at Cana-
da's University of British Co-
lumbia, and Surina Rajan
(retired TAS), former director

Bxbek Debmy. Sudha Murthy. Shankar Mahadevan & Sanjeev Sanyal

general, Haryana Institute of
Public Administration are
members of the 19-member
National Syliabus and Teach-
ing Learning Material Com-
mittee (INSTC) that has been
entrusted with the task of de-
veloping school syllabus,
textbooks and learning mate-
rials for classes IN-XT1.

The commitice will be su-
pported by the National Cur
riculurn Frameworks Oversi-
ght:Committee’(NOC), which
includes professor Manjul
Bhargava of Princeton Univ-
ersity, Anurag Behar, CEO,
Azim Premji Foundation,
and Indian billionaire busin-
ess magnate Sridhar Vembu.
The NSTC is chaired by M C
Pant, chancellor, National In-

stitute of Educational Plann-
ing and Administration, and
co-chaired by professor Man-
jul Bhargava. The commitiee
has been also empowered “to
appropriately revise the ex-
isting textbooks of classes 1
and [I to ensure smooth man
sition from classes [ to 11",

The members also inclu-
d¢ Shekhar Mande, former
DG, CSIR and distinguished
professor, Savitribai Phule
Pune University, Michel Da-
nino, visiting professor of
IIT-Gandhindgar, and Rabin
Chhetri, director, SCERT,
Sikkim, among others.

As per the terms of refer-
ence for NSTC, “The textb
ooksand other materials will
cover all curricular areas,

and the subjects within, thal
are part of the NCF-SE (Na-
tional Curriculum Frame-
work - School Education) as
also their supporl materials
suchasteacher handbooks.”

The committee will be us-
sisted by curricular area
groups (CAGs) to develop
textbooks and othér teaching
learning materials for each
of the subjects. The commit-
tee isalso “frectoinvite other
experisforadvice.. ”

The NOC, chaired by Jag-
bir Singh, chancellor, Cen-
tral University of Punjub, is
to ensure “full aignment of
syllabus, texthooks, and oth-
er teaching learning materi
als to NCF-SE 2023, The NOC
has been entrusted to sup-
port and facilitate the NSTC
in ways, suchas providingde-
tailed orientation to the
members of NSTC and oth-
ers including the CAGs. The
NOC members also include
M K Sridhar, member UGC
and Najma Akhtar; vice cha-
ncellor, JamiaMillia [slamia. ,
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911dha Murthy on N CI:H I
pand torevise textbooks

NEWDELHI, ATGUST 12 be headed by National Insti-
Infosys Foundation Chairman tute of Educational Planmng
- Sudha Murthy, musicmaestro  and Administration chancel-
Shankar Mahadevan, econo- lor MC Pant and develop text-
| mist Sanjeev Sanyaland 6ot boolks f- Classes 11T to XTI,
€rs are part of'a new committee 'Ihecormmt:teelsmandafedio
constituted by the NCERT to prepare the books and other
revise textbgoks according o . teaching learning  materials
the new curriculurn, which will be published and
The ]9—member National used by the NCERT, asperthe
S\rﬂabusand Learn.  terms of reference, a senior
ing Material Committee will oﬁiualsaxd —PT
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NCERT forms textbook panel for Classes 3-12; RSS aﬁﬁhate
founder, F 1elds medalhst Sudha Murty among 19 members

sl aom:u DN MO

RAUNAQ SARASWAT
YEWDELH), AUGUST 12

'HE COUNTRY'S apex advisory
rody on school education has
nitiated the final phase of devel-
»ping new textbooks by estab-
ishing a 19-member committee
esponsible for aligning “school
vllabus, textbooks, teaching and
earning materials” with the
{ational Curriculum Framework
NCF) for Classes 3-12.

Fields medallist Manjul
hargava, Chairnan of the
conomic Advisory Council to
M Bibek Debroy, founding
1ember of the RSS-affiliated
amskrita Bharatt Chamu
nishna Shastry, philanthropist

Bibek Debroy, Manjul Bhargava and Sudha Murty. File

Sudha Murty, and singer
Shankar Mahadevan areamong
its members.

As per an order uploaded on

the website of the NCERT, the

committee will also revise the
textbooks of Classes 1 and 2 to
ensure a smooth transition to the
following grades. The commit-
tee will be headed by National
Institute of Educational Planning

and Administration {NIEPA)
Chancellor MC Pant. Bhargava, a
professor at  Princeton
University, will be its co-chair.
The pre-draft NCF, shared in
the publicdomain on April 6 for
feedbaclk, suggested a major re-
structuring of school education,
recommending board examina-
tions twice a year, a semester
system for class 12, and freedom

28

for students to pursue a mix of
science, humanities, and com-
merce subjects, among others.
The final report hasn't been
made public.

Apart from Debroy, another
personincluded inthe commit-
tee from the EAC is economist
Sanjeev Sanyal.

The other members include
former chief national bad-
minton coach U Vimal Kumnar;
MD Srinivas, the Chairperson of
the Centre for Policy Studies:
Shekhar Mande, the former
Director-General of CSIR and a
distinguished professor ar
Savitribai  Phule  Pune
University; Surina Ranjan, a re-
tired IAS officer and former
Director-General of the Haryana

Institute, of Public Admi-
nistration; and French author
and IIT Gandhinagar professor
Michael Danino. Another pro-
fessor who is part of the com-
mittee is Sujatha Ramadorai,
who teaches Mathematics at the
University of British Columbia
in Canada.

The panel also consists of
four members from NCERT:
Pratyusha Kumar Mandala,
Dinesh Kumar, Kirti Kapoor, and
Ranjana Arora. Rabin Chetri, th
Director of SCERT, Sikkim, isalsn
apartofil.

Bhargava and Danino were
also members of the National
Sleering Committee that drafted
the NCE. This panel was headed
by scientist I Kasturirangan.
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"Kerala brings back deleted

4T

NCERT hi

SHAJUPHILIP
THIRUVANANTHARPURAM.
AUGUST 13
THE KERALA education depart-
ment will distribute supplemen-
tary textbooks for classes 11 and
12, including portions that the
National Council of Educational
Research and Training {NCERT)
had earlier removed as part of its
‘syllabus rationalisation' process.
Kerala Education Minister V
Sivankutty told the media
Saturday that supplementary
textbooks will be made available
nextmonth. These will cover the
assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi and the Gujarat riots,
among the other portions that

W

ory portions

had been deleted from NCERT
history textbooks, he added.
Earlier, the Kerala State
Council of Educational Research
and Training (SCERT) had decided
to teach the portions that the
NCERT had deleted from the text-
books of classes 11 and 12, The
decision to bring out the supple-
mentary textbooks was taken by
an SCERT curriculum committee.
The CPI(M} government in
Kerala was highly critical of the
NCERT decision to remave cer-
t@ain portions from textbooks as
part of the syllabus rationalisa-
tion process. Although NCERT
had rationalised the syllabus
from classes 6 to 12, Kerala de-
pends on NCERT textbooks only

forclasses 11.and 12, /
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Removal of EVS would be detrimental
to the academic interest of students

c-Aditya.Wadhawan
@timesgroup.com

re-draft of the National Curri-
culum Framework for School
Education {(NCFSE} prepared
by the committee appointed by the
Ministry of Education has recently
announced the removal of Environ-
mental Studies (EVS) fromthe school
curriculum.  Following

tion), University of Delhi and formet
chairperson of the Primary Texthook
Development Commities, NCERT,
gays, "The pre-draft of NCF has re-
moved the full-fledged subject of En-
yironmental Studies (EVS) and has
decided that students would only be
made to do some informal activities
under ‘WorldAxoundUs‘.Thiswauld
deprive students of a major compo-
nent of primary schoo-

the directive, the EVS
subject will be removed
in classes [M1o Vinallthe
schools, Instead, the sub-
ject willbe replaced with
informal activities under
the subject 'World Aro-
und Us'. Academicians
are concerned about the
move, as EVSplays & prominent role
in making students aware of envi-
ronmenial 1Ssues, helping them le-
arn aboutclimate and pollution cont-
rol. Since new taxthooks are being
printed as per the guidslines o
NCFSE, the new directive is likely to
be introduced by the next session.
Speaking to Bducation Times,
Anita Rampal, dean. Faculty {educa-

ling, which made them
sensitive towards the
environment. ‘World
Around Us' is a set of ac-
tivities to familiarise stu-
dents with the natural
and social environment
through outdoor Visits,
narratives, andstories.”

The removal of an estahlished
subject like EVS would create lear-
ning gaps as students move 1o hig-
her classes,” sheadds.

¥ulbhushan Sharma, national
president, National Independent
Schools Alliance, says, “Instead of
removing EVS, the system must ha-
ve a proper distribution oftheoryand
project-basedlearmngmodeL"
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7/
Syllabi changes Step towards

05T J3NTT S BRI R

VIDHEESHA
KUNTAMALLA
NEW DELHI AUGUSTY3
THE RECENT changesin syllabiin
undergraduate coursesared step
towards creating a “new India”
and “new terminology” that re-
flects equality. Delhi University
Vice-Chancellor Yogesh Singh
told The Indian Express Sunday.
The Indian Express last week
reported on the History syllabi
tweaks in the undergraduate
curriculum — references to
‘Rrahmanisation’ have been re-
moved, a paper on inequality
withdrawn and matri per-
spectives introduced ip units
that dealt with patriarchy — at-
ter comparing the old and new
syllabus of semesters VandV.
DU's Academic Council (AC),
the apex decision-making body
|on academic matters, approved
| the revised History syilabus for
| these semesters under the new

four-year undergraduate pro-

gramme (FYUP)on May 26.This
was ratified by the Executive
Coundil (EC) on June 9.

Singh said, “The colonial era
is not here anymore; the British
ruled us for averylong ime and
befare that, the Mughals. Alotof
terms and terminology have de-
veloped over a period of time.
Now that we are in the 21st
Century and are about to cele-
brate 76 years of Independence,
we need to work towards mak-
inganew India with new termi-
nologies that are gender-neu-

tral, terms that don't target spe-

cific communities and keep all
equal. These changes are a step
towards that direction.”
Talking about adding matri-
archal perspectives 1o the syllabi,
he added, “Wehave beenteach-
ing these to students for decades
but it is not necessary that we
continue teaching the same.. We
want to contribute towards es-

tablishing a civilised society

where everybody hasa sense of

respect; wedon't want to be too
gender—speciﬁc because both
men and women today are
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new India, new terminology:

DUV-C Yogesh Singh: (left)
The Indian Express report
dated August 10

equals. Thisisa step toward the
divection of equality. In the com-
ing times, if more changes are
necessary towards this, we are
seady to make them.”

On the ongoing syllabus revi-
sioninlinewith NEP2020,Singh
said this is being made keeping
inmind a‘Samras Bharat’,

Singh also stressed the dem-
ocratic nature of syllabus mak-
ing. “The house strength of the
AC is 110. When something is
(being passed}inthe house.. itis
a democratic process... If the
meeting goes on for 10 hours, 6
hours is for zero hour and the
other 4 are allotted for agenda.
Howmuchmore democraticcan
we get than this? We discussany
problemin the zero hour.”

“\\e are an open and stu-
dent-centric university. Upgra-
dation and changing of syllabus
should be regular, There are
three-four subjects whereideol-

ogy matters, simall changes start
bothering people, When thereis
alotof subjectivity inces Lain ar-
eas, different thought proCesses
and theories will come INLW the
syllabi," he said.

On Friday. the AC also intro-
duced changes to €lective papers
in the Economics syllabus for un-
dergraduate gtudents, based on
a six-member panel's report.
‘These changes. according to
AC members, include replacing
the paper ‘Pconomics  of
Discrimination’ with ‘ECONDIMIC
Thought of Ambedkar', passing
the paper ob ‘Praduction
Relationsand Globalisation' with
minor changes and revamping
the reading list of the paper on
‘Fconomy, State and Society',

Abaut 10 Academicmembers
signed a dissenting note, Stating
that neither the department, AC
members, nor the Commitiee of
Courseswas consulted,

Denying the allegation, the V-
( said, “We have held enough
consultations and the reportwas
presented in the AC meeting..
Both Ambedkar and Gandhi's
thought process was in line with
indian Philosophy. Ambedkar
can’t be limited to the
Constirution, whichis whylsug-
gested a paper on Ambedkar 1
essential to be taught in the
Economics (course). These papers
are optional, we are not trying to
hnposeamtlﬁmnnanysmdent"

He added, “Ouraimisto make
students better citizens. Fdu-
cation do=s nat mean confining
student toa certaimn discipline.”
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free to adapt according to
their requirements: FM

Saiyvasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

The New Education Policy
2020 is a progressive poli-
cy and States are free to
adapt it according to their
requirements, Union Fi-
nance Minister Nirmaia
Sitharaman said here on
Thursday.

“The NEP is a result of
so many people puiting
their minds together and
extensive consultations. I
am not sure that any policy
made in any country has
gone through such rigo-
rous consultation as NEP,"
said Ms. Sitharaman while
addressing an event mark-
ing the release of primers
prepared in Kuwi and De-
sia tribal dialects.

Ms. Sitharaman ob-
served: “A singular feature
of the policy is that it is a
flexible one. It is not so-
mething that Delhi decides
and imposes on States. It is
a broad framework and

. States are left to adapt it ac-

—
{1y e
B

Nirmala Sitharaman

thein

cording 10
requirements.”

Her statement assumes
significance at a time when
States such as Karnataka
and Tamil Nadu have ex-
pressed reservations over
the policy, saying it was in-
spired by the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh's
ideology.

Mother tongue

Noting that the NEP puts
emphasis on education in
the mother tongue or local
language, Ms. Sitharaman
said, “There is always a dis-
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cussion on three language
policy, which most Indian
States have agreed to.
There are some States that
don't want a third

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Union Education Mi-
nister Dharmendra Prad-
han said: “When I found a
disconnect between tribal
students and Odia Jan-
guage in Kotia gram pan-
chayat in Koraput district, T
started consulting others
to find an answer. Thus,
primers in two tribal dia-
lects were prepared in 100
days.”

Dinesh Prasad Saklani,
Director of NCERT, said:
“As per the NEP, all st
dents from the ages of 3 10
8 will get education in the
mother tongue or home
language. Teachers will be
encouraged to adopt a bi-
lingual approach with
those students whose lan-
guage could be different
from the medium of
instruction.”

>
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-6 ways to tweak CUET

and fulfil NEP’s promise

was that the corfipater-based exami-

nation faced fewer technical glitches
than its first iteration Jast year, Certain logisti-
cal aspects such as ease of applying for CUET
and its affordability are commendable, There
were still some issues with exam centres
being very far away and test dates, but these
too will likely be ironed out going ahead. The
number of students who took the test
increased by a decent 15-20% while the num-
ber of colleges accepting CUET scores rose to
about 250 from under 100 last year.

The rationale behind CUET is
simple: It is fairer and easier on stu-
dents and colleges to have one com-
mon entrance test for admission to
non-professional college courses
across the country. School exami-
nation boards do not score uni-
formly and have varying passing
rates — vet colleges treat a 90%
score from two different state
boards in largely the same way
when considering students from admissions.
This is patently unfair and something PAR-
AKH. a new institution being set up by the
Natlonal Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT), aims to address over
time.

While there is a lot to like about the con-
cept of CUET, thereisa central aspect which
also needs to be executed well for it to truly
improve the quality of education in the coun-
try. That aspect is the quality of the assess-
ment. The National Education Policy, 2020
(NEP) says “The National Testing Agency
(NTA) will work to offer a high-quality com-
mon aptitude test, as well as specialised com-
mon subject exams in the sciences, humani-
ties, languages, arts, and vocational subjects,
at least twice every year, These exams shall
test conceptual understanding and the ability
to apply kn and shall aim to eliminate
the need for taking coaching for these

he best news out of this year's Com-
I mon University Entrance Test (CUET)

CUET, as implemented, varies in an impor-
tant way from these guidelines. It is based
narrowly on the Class 12 syJlabus and largely
has factual recall questions. A large number
of students score 100 percentile or close, mak-
ing the test less useful for its core purpose of
helping colleges identify the right students. A
single mark can make a huge difference in the
career path of a student.

A high-quality test, in contrast, is onc that
tests important concepts and distinguishes
between students effectively at the desired
Jevels of performance. It would contain ques-
tions at all levels of difficulty — some that can
be answered by weak students, butalso oth-
ers that are challenging to the best students.
Further, contrary to what the University
Grants Commission (UGC) hoped, creating a
simple CUET test has not reduced — but
instead increased — the reliance on coaching,
asweb searches, discussions with students or
even candid owners of coaching Institutes
readily reveal.

£ CUET gets established as an easy test that
simply tests factual recall, it will have a strong
signalling effect on coaching, preparation and
even classroom teaching across the country.
All of these will start focussing on lower-or-
der skills to 1@Fxclusion of conceptual
understanding and critical thinking. This is
+hn annncitn nf what the conntry needs in this

Sridhar
Rajagopalan

as well as the scoring process. Here are some
suggestions.

First. for CUET to be credible, it should be
a tougher, more challenging test with good
quality, higher-order thinking questions while
continuing to be based on the Class 12 sylla-
bus. The paper difficulty seems to have been
diluted this year — as indicated by factors
such as the increased time provided for some
papers and increased raw sCOTe averages.
NTA has managed to set somewhat better
papersformeJEEMainsandNEEl'mmim-
tions. NEP criticises rote learning and exhorts
boards to include more guestions requiring
critical thinking, Tt would be a pity if
the boards changed for the better,
but CUET became a test focussed on
rote questions.

Second, overall anonymised per-
formance data as well as a percent-
age of actual CUET guestions
should be released by NTA every
CUET round, Statistics revealing
overall performance — the number
of students scoring each total score
for each paper version, for example - show
how the test has performed, while question
level performance data Shows which ques-
tions were easy or difficult and specific com-
mon errors. These will help teachers and
future students focus on important areas
needing improvementand help develop high-
er-order skills as envisaged by NEP.

Third, tests such as CUET and NEET
include choices allowing students to select
some guestions they can answer in place of
others. This is done possibly in the belief that
this reduces stress on students, However, for
the sake of fairness, choice should be elimi-
nated altogether, especiaily from objective,
multiple-choice questions, so all students are
being judged on their performance on the
same items.

Fourth, is it fair that admission to college
be based entirely on a student’s performance
in a paper with only multiple choice ques-
tions? While correcting such guestions is
completely objective, they do not measure a
student's ability to write well, make an argu-
ment or solve a complex problem in maths,
science, economics or any other subject. The
ideal CUET would include a section with sub-
jective questions as well, especially if it Is the
sole test for admissions.

Fifth, the current method of calculating
student percentiles as described by NTA takes
into account the differences in difficulty
between persusedindlﬁ'erentsecsiom.but
not the differences in difficulty of individual
questions. All students having the same raw
score on the same paper are treated identi-
cally, which is not strictly correct. Item
response theory is a very useful tool, espe-
cially for high-stakes selection tests such as
CUET and should be used in drawing up the
final percentile scores of students. The same
analysis would also provide insights into how
different questions have been performed.

Finally, it appears that different versions of
papers of a given CUET subject today do not
have any common questions. It is good prac-
tice to have a few questions in common across
different forms of test papers to be able to
compare them more scientifically.

It is necessary to build on the earlier suc-
cess and acceptance of CUET and use ftasa
mechanism to help colleges select students n
a manner that is inexpensive, equita.ble and
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Pradhan EXpresses Displeasuré
Over Karnataka Scrappmg NEP

Our Political Bureau

New Delhi: Expressing disap-
peintment over Karnataka gov-
ernment’s *politicaliy motivated’
decision to discontinue the Cen-

tre’s ‘Natlonal Education Policy ¥

12020, the Union Education Minis-

ter Dharmendra Pradhanon Tues- -~ §
~ay said the move revesls the ‘anti-"

reform; anti-Bhartiva Bhasha and
| anti-Karmataka character’ of the
Congress party.

“Education should bea beacon of
\ __ progress and not a po-
[ litical pawn. Disap-
pointed to learn about
“Karnataka CM's politi-
cally motivated deci-
sion to discontinue the
..MUOnal Education

ollcy 2020, Our educa-

ion systein needs evo-

“lution, not regression.

FILE PHOTO

NEP was a result of years of con-
sultations, reflecting the aspira-
tions of all. This decision reveals
the antireform, antiBhartiya
Bhasha and anti-Karnataka char-

acter of @INCIndia”, Pradhan
tweeted on Tuesday:
He emphasised that the NEP 2020

wasa ‘philosophical document’ and
‘T] not a political one and the

state should rise above
‘petty politics” to put stu-
dentsfirst.

Pradhan’s  comments
come amid several opposi-
tion-ruled states indicat-
ing their intent 1o disasso-
ciate with the NEP 2020.

The NEP 2020 brought by
the NDA government re
places the Congressera
education policy which
had been in effect since
1986. It has come into effect
from 2020 onwards.

Karnataka chief minis-
ter Siddaramaiah had re-
| cently announced that the
state would discontinue
implementation of the
NEP from the next aca-
demic year Deputy chief
minister DK Sivakumar
added this week that a
committee would saon be
set up to replace NEP with
aframework more aligned
to Karnataka's ‘unique’
educational requirements
and aspirations, S
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2 Board exams a year;

Classes X, XII to have
extra language papers

MIMMOMID@NI'MSQTOUD com

New Delhi: Educaticnminister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan on Wednesday re
leased the new National Curricuium
Framework with the proposed chang-
es which include two Board exams in
an academtc vear besides ‘on-demand
exam' for any subject and making
threeand two languages mandatory in
Class Xand X1 respectively,

Drawing from the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, which envi-
saged education in Indian languages,
the new curriculum for Classes LI to
X11 has made study of native Indian
languages mandatory Till Classes VI
to X, threewill be three languages (in

““pluding two native languages) and in

Classes XI and XII, there will be two
languages, including one native Indi-
anlanguage. Now; Class X Board would
have seven subjects instead of the cur-
rent five while Class XII will have six
subjectsas against the present five.

Pradhan released the document
during a joint meeting of National
Oversight Commirttee and National
Syllabus and Teaching-Learning Ma-
terial Committee of National Council
for Educational Research and Train-
ing; paving the way for development of
schaool svllabus and textbooks.

As per NCE pursuing multiple
langnages will “broaden students’
horizons” as well as realise a dccpez
connectivity with the country “Lan-
guage across stages will help stu
dents develop democratic and epis-
temic values, and dispositions of re-
spect for culture and dwer«ry in so-
ciety( ‘cultural literacy”),” it says.

Apart from the three languages
from Group 1, Class IX and X students
are to study seven other subjects from
three other graups - art education,

Class X Board will have seven subjects
now instead of the current five, while
Class X1l witl have six subjects against the
present five, as per the NCF released by
education minister Dharmendra Pradhan

physical education and well-being, vo-
cational education; social science and
interdisciplinary areas; and mathe
matics and computaticnal thinking
and science, Exams will be conducted
for seven subjects, including the lan-
guages, For Group 2 subjects, the mode
of assessment will be “internal exam
(schoollevel}withexternalexaminer”,
In Class XI and XTI, two languages
apart, students will have to choose four
subjects from at least two of the three
groups. However, like in present sys-
tem where a student is allowed o opt
for an additional subject, here too one
can pursueaseventh subject as well.

Changing the nomenclature of the

current secondary and senior second-
ary levels into a secondary stage divid-
od into two phases — Classes IX-X and
Classes XI-XlI, NCF recommends
“forr wears of multidisciplinary
study™ across all curricular areas,

NCF also seeks to break the cur-
rent annual academic pattern to se-
mesters to offer “greater flexibilityin
the design of courses as well as
‘course options for students”.

| 'GJheStatesmau

Board examstwiceayear: Govt

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELRI, 23 8UGUST

Board examinations will be
conducted twice a year with
students having the optionto
retain the best score, and
Class 11and 12 students will
need to study two languages,
of which one must be Indi-
an, according to thenew cur-
riculum framework launched
by the Minisay of Educa-
tion on Wednesday.
According to the new
framework, choice of subjects
in Classes 11 and 12 will not
be restricted to streams and

ottidnmtmvinill mar Flonmiblilise et

Class 11 and 12 stu-
dents will need to study
two languages, of which
one must be Indian

frameworkisinsyncwith the
New Education Policy, and
textbooks will be developed
forthe 2024 academic session.

"Board exams will be
offered at least twice a year
to ensure students have
enough time and opportunity
to- perform well. Students
van then appear for a board
exam in ts they have

completed and feel ready
Fovv Thaoveranll ades b allivansd

ministry said. "In due course
oftime, schoolboards are to
develop capaanastooﬁer on
demand’ examsin due course
of time," it said.

Under the guidance of

the Kasturirangan Commit-
tee, a sleering committee
hasprepared areportonthe
curriculum framework under
the New National Education
Policy and submitted itto the
government. Confirming this,
Union Education Minister
Dharmendra Pradhan said
that the Ministry of Educa-
tionhashandedit overto the
National Council of Educa-

tinmal Danaaval av A Tondawbon
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NEW NATIONAL CURRICULUM

The education ministry has announced a new National Curriculum Framework for school education, which promises to usher
in.greater curricularflexibility and choice for students. There will be a greater focus on Indian languages. Education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan in a tweet said that all efforts will be made to bring out NCF 2023 aligned textbooks by the next aca-
demic session. There will be a thmce of appearing in twa:board exams. which will be introduced later?ET takes alook

M The Big Shift i Boards| ad CLASSES 9,10, 11 & 12

= Board exams twice ayear 3) The secondary stage will be divided

examinations

m TWolanguages compulsoryin |.tionsmust move to- to BE DiTered at into two phases:
' #% glasses 11and 12 instead of the ~  © }Nard.}becomlng least twice a year i) Broad Curricular | fi} Disciplines (..,
& r@ng language easier'without Por Stidiedits ta Areas (e.g,scl- | history,physics,and
. m The5+3+3+4 curricular and | any compromise ence, social sci-  : language) within each
i onassessing genu- perform
or “Pedagogical structure ence, humanities} | curricular area will be
Ine learning, by test- "Il in¢tlasses 9 and 10 | inclasses 11and 12
.. m Semester-based classes 11& 12 .ing basicconcepts - 3
with more subject choice ‘and competencies 1 Comprehensive b) To complete class 1_0. students will
= Thematic approachto social “across subjects, rath- © test item bank ald- complete two essential courses from
science inclasses 6-8 ‘er thanrotelearning, : ed with software - each of the eight curricular areas availa-
- saysthe NCF. " i will be available ble. Art education, physical education,

" m Tobe ‘deeply-rooted in India’

el Subject Wi se an'd vocation educlathic:)n wt‘ajuld h;\lletcl)-
Mind Your Language Proposes soclal science in class 6-8 (mlddle cal assessments with board certification

The politically sensitive stage) be organised in a thematic manner § ¢€)ForClasses 11&12: The same setof eight
three-language formula | and through an integrated ylew of history, curricular areas will be there but choice-
holds fort geography, political science, economics, |  based courses will be designed. This phase
o and otherrelevant disciplines, such as psy- § ‘would be dividedinto $emesters. Togeta
“The curriculumaims at developing | chology, philosophy, anthropology. and so- | class 12 certificate, the students should

lingulstic proficlency for academic " ciology. The curriculum to have 20% local pass a total of six exams - two examina-
~wseinthree languages by.age 15 . content, 30% regional and 30% national tions in languages and four examinations
- {class 10). At least two out of these content. The remaining 20% wili be global from at least two curricular groups (with
‘three !arr:?t{age;s Sﬂt;oiltd ze lan- content with focus on Japan, South Africa || - oneadditional optional exam)
" guages native to the student . an —
Compulsory for class 11 and 12 £ 'n S e e Studentst dt:'e Uz MRMASUGHEA
stian and 12, students vdentsirom class ‘ the at-
stqdents_to take up two languag- can choose to do onwards will study -f-‘cga;lsl&nnf;gﬂh :25&1;:3:35 gréad-agg;y
es, including one Indlan language. |EELRLE:EaGE LY history, geography, and assessment; interlinking mathemat-
At least one language native to In- froma range of political science and § - it cerar disciplines. The rich history
dia will be studied at the 'litera- | \EEaSMUSEP economic life as sepa-

of mathematics and sclence inIndia tobe
Incoroorated in the currlculum

ture level' disciplines rate units

In 10 years, Boards of : The secondary stage has now beendivided into ¢ Currentsystem of study in annual and two-
Examination should be | 'two phases —Classes 9and 10,and Classes 11and | year patterns to move towards a semester and/ <
prepared to offer certi- : 12.1n10 years, all school systems should movetoa : orannual design for greater flexibility in -y
fication through modu- | single secondary stage, where students have choice | course design and coursé .,__\ggg A1
lar examinations i and flexibility right from class 9, says the NCF : options for students At E
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Best score out -

1-.of the two will

be retamed for

DEEPAK JHA E NBN DEI.HI /

transformative istep

{NEP), ‘the_

announcement\regarding the
d" examinations - that are

According to ithe New
Cumculum?ramcwork (NCE),

I best score obtained from the:

| choice of subjects they choose.
At present some of the com-.

| petitive examinations like Joint
| Entrance Examinations {JEE}
| for adnissions in’enfinecring

ané ical institutions allow..
| asp 10 take examinations
move ahead for admis-
si ith the best score ot of
twa,
Lk Union: Education Minister

armendra Pradhan said itis
1 momentous boost to' imple-
mentation of NEP with release-
of  NWational TCurriculum
Framework for. School
Education . “Full efforts would
be made to make new textbooks
available ' from next academic
vear. Textbooks for class 3-12 to
be aligned with 21st Century
requirements, them both
rooted and futeristic” he said
announcing the muth awaited
NCE
_Barlier in the day Pradhan
addressed the 1t Joint workshop'
of the National Curriculum
Framework Oversight
Committee and the National
Syliabus and Teaching-J.earning
Material Committee on

Mark‘:lng an -lmportam and

“towards the implémentation of
the National Edugation Policyr
CCentré om |

‘Wednaday

Wed sday made a_histaric -
* have also been asked to develop
capacmes 1o .be able to conduct
¢ld across ‘the country.  “on-demand” exammations in
‘due course of time. '
Board exams will now be con-
ducted twice a year and students
| will get the option to retain the

Further the schoo] 'boatd
exammabons fike CBSE, ICSE,

The NCF has also noted ihat
there should be no-hard separa-

‘fions between Arts and Sciences,
curricular and extra-curricular -
“activities, “and \'oauoual and

agademic. streams.
“Board examinations should

 be affered at least twice a year to -
erisure .that students have

enpugh time and opportunity to
perform well. Students can then

“appear for'a board examination

in suibjects they have completed
and feel ready for. This process
could be made possible through
the creation of acomprehensive

‘test item bank which can be used

to create tests using suitable
software. This will enable the
move Towards a system of on-
demand ‘examinations in the
near future as described in NEP
2020." the \JLF stated,

*"The Mi of Education
has noted that in the long term,

all boards should change to

semester (or-term-based sys-
tems. Through this students can

_test in & subject as soon as they -

have completed the subject,
which wou
contentload being tested in any
one examination.

. This is not the firstattempt
at reformmtr board exams; The
Continuous and Comprehensive
Evaluation (CCE) was intro-
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.d~uced for dass 10in 200§ “but:

. -the

further reduce the'

Board exams to be held
twice a year der

was Tevoked 1n 2017 and ‘the
‘board reverted to the old model
of year-end éxams. The board
exams for classes 10 and 12 were
also split into two terms dunng
pandemic .as a_one-time
measure, but the old format of
year-end exammatwn Was
resumed for the. cruc1al cxams
thisyear.. =
© *The NCF prepared by thc
national steering committee,
headed by former 1SRO chief K
Kasturirangan, suggests that the
current practice -of-streaming
into Science, Arts of Humanities,
and Commercewillbe replaced
by 2 design that enables both
breadth through ‘engagement
with a variety of cotirses across
streams and depth inareas cho-
b)' students, = -

"There should be na‘hard
separations between ‘Atts and
Sciences, “between. curricular
and extras “‘activities,

~and- bemeen “vocational -and
. academic streamst “This Avill

elimmate'harmﬁ.dg{hxeram&es |

among, and silos between; dif- |

ferent areas of learning, it said. |
~“The Kasturirangan jpanel '

. has noted that in recent decades,

there has beerr'an unfortunate
‘trend in India to see grades 11
and'12 as merely a means 1o gain
admission into reducation.

The NEF noted that board
-examinations should assess the
understanding and achievement
of competencies. rather than
focusing on months of coaching
“*and memeorisation.
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2 Indian languag
g-10, 1forclasses

R AR e L e e

RAUNAQSARASWAT
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23

IN A significant departure from
the draft proposals released for
publicfeedback mApril thisyear,
the National Curriculum
Framework {NCF), released by
the Centre on Wednesday, man-
dates teaching of three lan-
guages, including two Indian
languages, in classes 9-10, and
two languages, including one
Indian language, in dass 11-12.
The final version of the NCF
has also dialled downonthe em-
phasis on immediate transition
from annual to semester system
in dlass 12. According (0 SOUNCEs,
several statesobjected to this pro-
posal as they were not ready for
the transition, given the infra-
structural challenges — in terms
of teaching and assessment ~the
shift to the semester System
would have posed. The final NCF
nowstates that “inthe long team’”,
all boards should change to se-
mester or term-based systems.
The final framework reiter-
ates the draft document’s rec-
ommendation on holding the
class 12 board exam fwice ayear.
“Board exams will be offered at
Jeast twice a year to ensure stu-
dents have enough time and op-
portunity to perform well.
Students can then appear for a

board exam in subjects they
have completed and feel ready
for. They will also be allowed o
retain the best score,” it states.

The mandate of teaching two
Indian languages in classes 9-10
and one Indian language in
classes 11-12 was included fol-
Imving“mivefeedbad(’ﬁmn
as manyas4.0000rganisaﬁom in
the past three months, sources
told The Indian Express. Itislearnt
that RSS-affiliated organisations
had expressed dissati sfaction
over the draft NCF notlaying em-

is on Indian languages, espe-
dally inclasses 11-12.

“The first draft was a very
parly version, and was expected
to undergo substantial changes
following the deliberations and
feedbackreceived, jeadingupto
the final NCE"” said a member of
the 13-member steering com-
mittee that authored the final
document.

The changes were last dis-
cussed by members of the steer-
ing committee ata meeting in
the beginning of july. after which
the final document was submit-
ted to the Union Minister of
Education, Dharmendra
Pradhan, onJuly 30.

The steering committee was
headed by former ISRO chiefK
Kasturirangan. and included
fields medalist Manju! Bhargava,
former chairperson of National
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es for classes
11-12: NCF

Board examinations tobe held twice a year, students can retain best score

Book Trust Govind Prasad
Sharma, Jamia Millia lslarmia Vice-
Chancellor Najma Akhtar, founder
Chairman of Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce and
industry Milind Kamble, and
founder director of NGO Language
and Learning Foundation Dhir
i a others.

The draft document advo-
cated the teaching of three Jan-
guages referred toasR1,R2and
R3)inclasses6,7and 8.and two
Janguagesin classes9and 10(R1
and R2). No guidelines were pro-
vided for language learning in
classes 11 and 12.

According to the April draft,
R1 denoted the mother tongue
of home language. R2 could be
any other language (including
English), and R3 was any lan-
guage thatwasn'tR1 or R2.State
governments and relevant
choo! boards were granted the
freedom todecide the classifica-
tionof R1,R2and R3.

However, the final NCFman-
dates the compulsory instruc-
tionof mmelmuaga-s(refened
to as R1, R2 and R3) up to Class
10. At Teast two of these three
Janguages — R1, R2, and R3 —
must be native to India,” it says.
“In classes 11 and 12, students
will have to study two languages
and one of them has to be an
Indian language.” it adds.

Currently, mOSt school

boards, including the Central
Board of Secondary Education
(CBSE), assess students on two
Janguages in the Class 10 board
exam and one language in the
(lass 12 board exam. However,
some state boards mandate the
teaching of & regional language
uptoClass 10, such asMarathiin
Maharashtra and Bengali in
West Bengal. The final NCF
makes the study of Indian lan-
guages imperative across
schools and boards, contrary o
the optional nature ofthese sub-
jectsat present.

If's important to note that the
National Education Policy 2020
and the NCF, based on the edu-
cation policy, are notbinding on
the states. The NEPis a policy
that states are free to adopt,
while the NCF provides guide-
lines on how schoal education
should be conducted in class-

TOOMS, '

The final NCF states that stu-
dents will be assessed onamax-
imumn of seven subjects in Class
12. Currently, Class12 students
of most school boards have a
maximurm of six subjects.

It also offers students the
freedom to pursue a mix of sci-
ence and humanities to reduce
the rigid boundaries separating
arts, cOmmerce and science in
Classes 11 and 12 across school
boards. Vg
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/'NCF changes for -

school education

spark con

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELH!, AUGUST 23
FOLLOWING THE release of the
National Curricular Framework
(NCF}for school education on
Wednesday, school principals
and educators in-Delhi raised a
range of concerns about logisti-
cal challenges that could arise
from holding board examina-
tions at least twice a year, the
pace atwhich changes were be-
ing introduced and needing
rmore details on implementation.

The NCF for school education
states that students in Classes 10
and 12 will be allowed to take
board examinations on at least
two occasions during the school
year, with only the best score be-
ing retained. "In due course,
Boards of examinations should
develop capacities to offer ‘on
demand’ examinations,”as per
NCF.

Minakshi Kushwaha,
Principal, Birla Vidya Niketan.,
said: “I'm not sure how conven-
jent board exams twice a year
would be, unless the pattern is
changed. There is a trend of giv-
ing preparatory holidays before
the board exam. These exams
then take more thana month to
pe conducted. This pattern
would have to be changed and
they may have tobe merged into
the daily routine.”

Ameeta Wattal, chairperson,
DLF Education and Scholarships.
said: “When two board exams
come in, we are creating two
centres of stress within one year.
Children would be working
around courses all the time,
There will be no respite.
Otherwise, in the first couple of
months, there is a certain ease
and things getrevved up around

44

cerns

November. Here, every few
months, we will bein examina-
tion mode.” ;

Sudha Acharya, Principal, ITL
Public School, added: "The fea-
sibility and logistics of conduct-
ing board exams twice will have
to be considered. We take a
month-and-a-half to conduct a
board exam, evaluate and de-
clare the results.”

The NCF also makes other
changes. In Classes 11 and 12,
“choice-based courses are to be
offered to enable flexibility and
choice for students and to re-
move hard separations between
disciplines and academic areas.”
students of these classes are re-
quired to study two subjects
from education, at least
one of which must be alanguage
native to India.

Kushwaha said, "Two lan-
guages arenota bad idea. On
choice-based courses, children
want to get into either science,
commerce, or humanities be-
cause Delhi University admis-
sions also make similar restric-
tions. Higher education will have
to be in sync with this.”

Wattal concurred:
“Flexibility of courses will work
if universities are in tandem.
Children should have the oppor-
tunity to select subjects of their
choice. But more subjects should
be added so they can choose." All
changes should be gradually in-
troduced, she added.

Tania Joshi, Principal, The
Indian School, said: "It also de-
pends on the mindsets of chil-
dren and parents. Board exams
transform into pressure for stu-
dents. We need more details on
the strategy thatwill be adopted.
It is a paradigm change, anda
challenge for schools, parents
and children.”



Board examstobeheld twice ayear: Gov

As per New Curriculum Framework, students will get option to retain best score

NEW DELHI, AUGUST 23
Board examinations will be

conducted {wice a year and '

studen{s will get an option‘to
retam their best score, accord-
ing-fo'the New Curriculum
Framework prepared by the
mestry of Education.
Aiming to make the exams
eas:er" rather than “high
stak%” the boards have also
been asked to develop capac-
ities to be able to conduct
“on-demand” examinations
in due course of time. The
New Curriculum Frame-
work (NCF) document also

Che Cribune

GURUGRAM THURSDAYI 24 AUGUST 2023

noted that there should
be no hard separations
between arts and sciences,
curricular and extra-curricu-
lar activities, and vocational
and'academic streams.
“Board examinationsshould

d in aSubjectassoon'asthey
J have completed the subject

be offered at least twice a year
1o ensure that students have
enough time and opportunity
to perform well. Students can
then appear for a board exam-
ination in subjects they have
completed and feel ready for

45

“This process could be
made possible through “the
creation of a comprehensive
test item bank which can be
used to create tests using suit-
able software. This will enable
the move towards a system of
on-demand examinations in
asdm"bedm

r of Education
has not.ed thatinthelong term,

a11 boards should change to
' r or term-based sys--

atudents can tesl
as soon as they

haifg ewd the suchcL

-~

which would further redw
{he content Toad being teste
in any one examination.
The Continuous and Cor
prehensive Evaluation (CC
was introduced for Class .
in 2009, but was revoked
2017 and the board revert:
to the old model of year-er
exams. The board exams {
Classes 10:and 12 were al

split into two terms durir

the pandeniic as a one-tin
meastre,:but the old form
of year-end exmnmduunv.
resumed - for. the ;:ruc:
exams this year. — PTL *
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entry into an e:,(cmslve club of

spacefaring nationg Which have ._\'
accomplished a ‘Seft landifg on .

: the.rnoon.Gmmtbcbemnnmgof
the space age aver half a century

vBgo: oy three countties have
beerilable to-achieve asoftland:

ing on the moon — theUSA,

Saviet Union/Russia and China.
‘Chandrayaan-3 = is  India’s

fMdeep-spaL-enﬁsszon(ﬂwee .

lunar missions and one 20 Mars)
and the second one designed to
soft-land on the lunar surface:
Indian space scientists began
thinking of deep-space missions
around 2000 as a logical next
step after having launched sev-
eral communication, ,remote
sensing and éarth observation
sateliites. The three Junar mis-
sions haveghad clear scientific
and techwological objectives,
The overalll objective is o devel-
op and demonstrate end-to-end
technological capability .to
design, fabricate; launch and
operate  deep-space missions.
Chandrayaan-1, ' launched in
October 2008, consisted of an
orbiter and the Moon Impact

Probe. (MIP} that was designed
tocrashinto T Spbface (as
opposed to somy‘ The

arbiter was wumzssﬁ)]b' plsced

The Tribune

GU'RUGRA\« | THURSDAY | 24 AUGUST 2023

Indla S moon m:lestone

the firstround by accomplishing
manned mission on the moon, 11
Soviets took to rubotic missions §
rover and ‘sample retumn’ mi
sions. Decades |ater, China joine
the race and has executed land
and sample -retum missions;
plans to send a manmed mission !
the moon by 2030. Its Yirta:2 rove
which landed in January 2019, .
stillalive en the hanar surface, Ru:
sia revived its interest in lunar mi;
+ sions, as demonstrated byits lates
landerrover lunar mission whic
failed days ahead of India’s suc
‘ceeded. An aggressive space prc
& ¢ gramme being pursued by Chins
~ steady progress being made b
“India and new  coliaboratior
emerging between Chins and Rus
7 sia have added new dimensions t
the contempoarary space race.

ey

sm‘racqnearthe,s

hackleton .
Crater'of the Jndr south pole”
-2, launched. in .

Chandrayaan
August 2019, vas an advancement

ovarﬂwﬁmm:.smonasnmdud'

edalanderand aroverin addition
<o the orbiter The lander and the
rover were {o be placed on the
lunar surface through soft land-
ing, unlike the MIP of Chan-
drayaan-1. While the orbiter was
successfully placed in the lunar
orbit and gjected the lander mod-
ule, its soft landing an the hanar
surface could not be achieved. The
‘present mission, Chandrayaan-3,
did not have an orbiter Compo-
nent. Its primary ohjective was to
deploy the lander and the rover to
carry out scientific experiments.
Future missions will have to be
designed to not only land on the

was erash-landed mto the hmar

x

Thisisnotonlya
scientific and
technological
landmark but also
marks Indias entry
into an exclusive club
of spacefaring nations.
OSSR RO R R AR
tence of water in the lunar atmos-
phere, Subsequent analysis of
data collected by instruments in

the orbites, such as the Moon Min-
eralogical Mapper, confirmed the

‘presence of waler-bearing mole-

cules. The Chandrayaan-2 orbiter
carried a camera of very high res-
olution (03 metres), providing

* data which proved to be of great

value to the global scientific com-
munity. The arbiter has lasted
muchlonger than its planned life
dt onevear The scientifie pay-

Ioads on thEShder and the rover

+4 fion/of unar Soil and rocks. <
“been rucky 'for ‘TSRO, Chan-

Chandrayaan-1 was:a turning

|

B mtﬁemtnﬁsmmammmect - point for TSRO not only becaust

ed to yield new data ahout the %t was its first deep-space mis
diemwalandelemmtaleomposl -+ sion but also because it attractes
*much wider pubtic attention
The mission - fired the public
mmagination in many ways. For
instance, ISRO was flooded with
apphmuons from aspiring scien:
ls-and engineers wanting ic

work for if. Allighis made the
agency realise thefiportance of
public. engagéhent: Then fol
lowed the Marsi@sbiter Mission
which ‘also garréred attention
-In the run-up toChahdrayasn-3,
the space agencimggressively
leveraged- social media plat
forms tossaehyout to the public
with updates snd images of the
lunar smfaeelaken by the lan-

der m > first time,
ISRO invi tional 1nsti-

tutions to “actively publicise”
the mission and organise live-
streaming of the Chandrayaan-3
soft landing in schools and col-
leges. While ISRO reaching out
to educational institutions is wel-
come, such engagement should
go beyond publicity. Missions
like Chandrayagh. should be
-used to promotegreater under-
scientific goals, themoontiissions  standing of science and scientif-
have great- geopolitical—sgnifi- i temper. This is much necded
cance, The space race Wi ¥ :-A;t‘h time-when pseudoscience
driven by political anm " 18 on thedyise “and scientific
the Cold Whr;mer the USAwon  ideas are Underattack.

'I'he;mmmtnﬂaemoonhave .

drayaan-1 .did not last its
designed mission life of two
yesrs. It faced technical issues
from November 2008 cnwards
due to the abnormally high heat-
ing of some of its instruments.
After a few months, its orbit was
raised from 100 km to 200 km to
keep the onboard temperatire at
tolerable levels. Then, it suffered
& sensor failure, which ultrmately
made the satellite inoperable,’
ISRO lost communication with
Chandrayaan-1 on August 28,
2008. Chandrayaan-2 was-a par-
tia! success as the orbiter was sue-
cessfully transported and placed
in the lunar orbit, but the lander
failed to touch down as planned.
Chandrayaan-3 was designed to
achieve that task. Instead of an
orbiter; it had a propulsion mod-
ule to carry the lander and rover
from the injection arbit ill the
100-km hunar arbit, I
Besides the technologicg] ‘and

¢
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/A serious swing
at school reform

Suggested changes in the National Curriculum
Framework can have far-reaching impact

he National Curriculum Framework (NCF)
has taken a big swing at education reform,
and though its recommendations are not

: binding, they are likely to have a far-reaching
impact on India's school education. NCF has made
three key suggestions — two Indian languages as
compulsory subjects in Class IX and Class Xand one
in Class X1 and Class XII; a semester system for Class
X1 and Class X1I with the option to sit for board
examinations twice a year and retain the best score;
and the freedom to choose subjects fromarts,
sciences, and humanities in these two classes.

A 19-member panel will use the recommendations
to finalise the curriculum, textbooks and learning
material. NCF's language recommendations are in
line with the National Education Policy (NEP), which
included a thrust on Indian languages. But witha
wide gamut of languages offered as options, it might
not spark the same kind of controversy that NEP did
(when some states saw itasa backdoor attempt to
increase the primacy of Hindi in schools), though it
will require some serious capacity building on the
part of schools, most of which are currently ill--

- equipped to offer the bouquet of language choices
that NCF envisions. The recommendations on board
examinations will have a more directimpacton
student life. Designed to allow a pupil to get tested
within a short period of studying a particular topic,
the new system might reduce the pressure on
students. The world over, continuous evaluation is
seen as a more holistic appraisal of a student’s
Jearning. At the same time, the push for reforming
examinations should be geared towards making
them more insightful and moving students away
from rote learning, not merelymaking them easier.
With the advent of the Common University Entrance
Test (CUET), the importance of board exams has
eroded, and hence, any impulse to help students will
have to take into account reforms in CUET, and
ensure that examinations are fairer and less reliant
on factual recall skills.

Itis up to the states to act on these suggestions. Itis
almost a given that the Central Board of Secondary
Education, with 28,000-odd schools under its wing,
will move to a version of the new system soon,
putting the pressure on at least some state boards to
follow suit. Education reform is a national priority for
an India tha s to make the most of its
demographi¢ bulge by educating its young people

R I D L. Rt PR SN P
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/" School examreforms

New curriculum fills gaps lnthe system

HE New Cummlmnm'amawmkmm

pared by themeshynfEducahonmcmso»

nance with the New Education Policy (NEP-

2020)isamuch-needed rejig as it seeks tofill -

the gaps observed in the schooh‘ducatmh ;

+ system over the years and align with good global prac-
tices- Among the glaring shortcomings in our current
framework of assessment of the students’ capabilities

. ‘and capacities is the fact that it promotes rote learning.

'; The other constraint is that it is based entirely on their
- performancein the annual examinations rather than on |
their holistic development and progress, Board exams
for classes X and XII have, consequently, turned into a
stressful exercise for the examinees,

In this context, the new norm envisaging the con-
duct of board examinations twice a year and the stu-
dents.opting for the better score holds SIgmﬁcant val-

| ue. In fact, the policy’s ultimate aim is to provide

< ‘exams to the students on demand. This is laudable as
it would ena\ble them to take the test whenever they
fegl ready for it and the scores would thus reflect their
true competencies rather than being just a regurgita-
- tion of the study material learnt’ Equally notable is the
_intent to blur the rigid lines between arts and sciences, .
“curricular and extracurricular activities, and vocation-
al-and academic streams by allowing the students to
‘choose any set of subjects they are keen on learning,
- However, the study of two languages — at least one
Indian — has been made mandatory.

Tt remains to be seen how the transition 1o the new
framework. to be in place from the 2024 academic session,
pans out. It entails a lot of additional work for the teach-
ers and other staff members, with new textbooks to be
prepared and a tomprehensive test item bank made for
use in framing test papers using a suitable software.
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ONCETHE revised National Carncobun
Frameaock [NCFjcomes inmo cliectnext ac-
sdenncyear, shadents wiil study three lan
wuages ingyades 9 and 1C.1wn of welnchiwill
fhave 10 be Indian: and b lasguages m
grades V1are 12,000 07 whic: willhawetobe
inthan.

The revised framework released on
wednesday makes the study of indian Lar-
guages anintegal patt of school ecucason
and alloaws sadents the treedom o Cunse
froms & range of subjer] S aCToss STEams.

“Tnis is 30 line with the vision of the
wamiona | Edocation Pohcy 2020 10 promote
teachivg aod jearmung in Indian lEnguages,
and miake greater inerdissipanegity possk
nlenschool education.

THE INDIAN EXPRESS, SATURDAY AUGLST 20, 2U¢5

- EXPLAI

Trye idi-page NCF anupdate on ragduft
released in April, was devetoped by 213-
mcstibes steering comruittes ked by faier
ISR0 chiel K Kasturiangar. The NCT, a key
document on which texihooks are hased,
vias lastrevised in 2005,

Some key proposals

& Like the drafi, the revised NCF divides
schoo! education into four stages:
Foundaticnal (preschool 1o grade 2},
Propezatany {grades 210 3} Midd'e [gradss
610 ), and Secondary (grades V1o 12

Bt recommends the tachingof twu k-
guays Bl the riddle stage, supplementad
by athicd barguags from the rddle stage e
class 10, Two it of these three languages
soaest bz *narive tolndia”

[0 the middle stape stalencs ans eX-
pacted 1o study, apart fromi rthe languages,
mathematics, 2 sducacon paysicaledus-

tiun, scicnee, sncial stience, and o subjectuf
vocaconal ducaticn.

A subjedt 0f envirconmental education
will bes 2éd2d in grades Jand 10

B e Gamewark allots spacilic imes anid
wecights to all subjects il grade 10, andrec-

NED

CFE: how school education could change

rramework makes study of Indian languages integral partof school, allows students freedom to choose fromrange of subjects across streams

Irsdisns. I thisphase, stugents have the free-
o te chonse the remaining four or five
subjects from differcn( skream§ — coim-=
\ierce, saences, huinaniies - leavirg am-
ple roos for interdisciplinasity. A student
iy pick Engish and Sansktas et lan-

ommends  an - pptional guagss lor exanple, and

madditional  Enrjchiment . RIS ap  study Nistory, journaiism.

Ferod” ingrades % and 1010 EXPLA] N (e yarhematcs and gandering

add to a sudent's knawlecye alooguidle:

nany el & The frarmewutK recom -
It alse Jists the compet2n- mends TWice-a - year Board

cies to he achieved by sturdents in different
sulyjects ard srages For exampie social sci-
eacrsisto he thetnatically organised in mic-
dle stage — [rum knevang the “local to the
wonal®. Fr thoe thiee languges, izaims for
stskenss to develon® effive comimunica:
vion, discussen, and writing skills”.

BN prades 11 and 12, s manatory W
study barolrguages one of which mist be

Y/

examinations in grades 10 and 12, with the
bussi score relained W e theannaal sysem
will conunnzin grade 12 for now, th frame

work sugzests o gradual [Ansitgon 104 -
misster sysiem in e secandary stage, which
weill e allow students o take Bog d exa-

inarions inmediately afies J sMEStET i
completed The NCFsugersts the creatice of
3 “comprehensae tesl fem Dk for e

(vl ¢
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

W INDIANEXE] 5.COM

{f theere are questions uf cucrent of conlempotary relevance that you would Hke
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

The two versions

While the sevizod NCF recommends the
study of (hret languages, mcluding two
Indian languages, up 1 cass 10, the drall
dociment had recommended the teadung
af thyee lanpuages (caled R, B2, and R3)in
classes 6, 7.and 8, and (wo languages in
clasyes 9ani 10{R7 aixd RZ).

11 vaonld be the mother Longue or home
lanmuage, R2aldbe ay other langage (in-
duding Enghish), and 13 was ary langppiage
that wiasn't R1 or R2.State governiments and
seheol buards were granted the freedom ta
deride the classification of RLRZ, and R3.

Also, i the draft NCF, Janguage was an
optional discipling in grades 11 and 12

The changesin the draft, including oo the
Iwdianlanguapes, were incot parated follon-
ing Ieedback from 4,000 organisations,
gsurces told The Indian Bxpress. The réevised
draft fvoured staying vath the annual sys-

~

tetn far now after stazes expressed neEnva-
oS ADKIE ITAIGONng 10 3 SCINAstar ss
ey 10a S07

What happens now

Toe NCF provides the framewark for the
develnpment of texthuaks for different sub-
feats. Tie | has sef up & 19-member
O YT textbooks and supple-
mentary materials in line with the NCF lur
grades3to 12 itvall peassisted by groupscl
experis in respective subjects.

“The new textboolks are expected fobein-
troduced in the 2024-25 academic session,
e Ministry of Eduscatian had said earlier this
year The rextbooks currently in tirculation
\were prepared using e NCF 2005,

Neither the NE¥, nar ve NCE are binding
on e sates, Congress-ruled Karnatakaan-
sounced this week that itz ot Bl
the NEP.
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" India a reservoir of talent:
Edu min at B20 summit

H

i summit on the theme,
“Aligning Education to
Emerging

: Pradhaneatﬂ."mdialsalabo-

New Delhi: Education minis-
Pradhan

ter Dharmendra
on Sarurday said India isa 1ab-
aratery for global good

Imperatives,”

ratory for global good which
comes from our civilisational
values of Vasudhaiv Kutum-
pukam.. India’s aspirations
are for achieving global good
and well-being,”

58

and
carries & reservoir of talent
while stressing that education

Speaking about initiatives
in the education sector, he cit-
ed the National Education Pol-
foy-2020, saying it is bath reot-
od in Indian values and futur
istic in preparing students for
the Zist century chal-

tion,” headded.
Callingita“MaodiGuaran-
{ee”, he said India under PM
Modi offers unprecedented
stability and certainty fur
businesses to thrive, mw }

e ———————

_——— —
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- EMMANUEL LENAIN

AMBASSADOR OF FRANCE |
TO.INDIA

Ll S e

HE strategic partner-
ship between France
and India is built on
a strong foundation
; of people-to-people
ties and a genuine friendship
“between the French and Indian
peoples. Never was this connec-
tion more evident than on
July 14, when French crowds
cheered the Indian armed
forces’ contingent marching on
{he Champs Elysées, and France
celebrated India as the Guest of
Honour of our National Day
Such moments showfhat in the
grand tapestry of international
.relations, it is-the individual
threads of rutual understand-
ing, [riendship and collabora-
+on that weave together the fab-
ric of lasting partnerships. -,
“That iswhy the Indedrench
Roadmap 2047 adopted by
President Emmanuel Macron
and Prime Minister Narendra
Muodi emphasiges the signifi-
canee of people-to-people ties
as one of the three pillars of our
partnership. It includes several
new -annoiincements benefit-
ing students and alumni...
President . Macron: has
announced the ambitious goal of
vieleoring “30,000 Indian stu-
dents to France by 2030. This
decision " is testament %o -our

{mshakable belief in the transfor- .

metiveinfluence of education. By
opening our academic institu-
tions to Indian minds, we are not
only enriching aur classrooms
with diverse perspectives but also
laying the foundation for cultural
cornprehension and a lifelong
friendship  between the two
nations. Education transcends
barders, serving as a bridge thiat
enriches societies, and France

The decision is testamenttoan

PINION —<
France’s offer to Indian students

ble beliefinthe transformative inﬂ.uenoe of education

74 T R 7

NS

pelieves that. is the best invest-
ment we can make in the future
of pur strategic parinership. -

The introducticn of & five-year
short-stay Schengen dirculation
visa for Indian alumni is a heart-
ening gesture that acknowledges
the enduring ties forged during
‘{he academicjournieys. TheTnem:
aries, experiences and retalion-
ships developed during a Sernes-
terormorein France are treasured
_and now this visa will also help
nurhare these. Tais special provi-
sion underscores France's com-
mitrent fo fostering lasting con-
nections and empowermg Indian
aharnni to maintain Tobust associ-
ations with France, thus reinforc-
ing the peopleto-people fabric
$hat binds out nations.

At present, almost 35 percent of
fhe Indian students studying in
France opt forarie of the 1.600-plus
English-taught  programimes
offered in our higher education
institutions. Our goal is to enable
more Indian students to also
engage in French-aught pro-
gramimes so as to expand their
range of opporfunities. That i
why we are creating ‘Intematian-
al Classes’. These specialised pro-
grammes imparting comprehen-
sive- fraining in—the

unshaka

ROADMAP 2647: President Macron and PM

% i

wodi have adopted a

Byopeningour
academicinstitutions
to ndian minds, we are
Jaying the foundation
for alifelong friendship
betweenthe
twonations.
language and various academic
disciplines ilhustrade our commit-
ment to facihtating a smooth tran-
sition for these students. Onraspi-

” ration is for all Indian studesits to

fee] ot home in France, to thrive in
{heir studies and to contribute sig-
nificantiy 1o the academic land-
scapes of both our nations.

As the Ambassador of France
o India, opening up new oppor-
tunities for Indian students in
France has been a op priority
since my appeintment, In my
interactiy@with students, par-

plan to strengihen the bitateral partnership. =7

. reasons
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ents, alumni and university rep-
resentatives, 1 have highlighted
that France hag always been an,
inclusive and diverse nation,
eager o share its rich cgitiral
heritage and exoeptional adura-
tional’ opportunities. To the
younger generations in Indig, I
convey this message: France will
always be your friend, and we
vill do everything 1 gur power
tn ensure that your acaderhic
jaurney in-our couritry i ninth-
ing short of exwrgordinary.
There are many compelling
to choose Trance.
French ingtitutions enjoy glob
al recognition for theiracaden-
ic excellence and - research,
offering wide-ranging  pro:
grammes spanning acrospace.
engineering 1o socia) stiences,
catering o varied interests. Ouy
cducation system is substan-
tially subsidised by the govern
ment, resulting in competitive
tuition fees and living coste.
Moreover, France emphasises
inclusivity, further enabled by
the -numerous —scholarships
extended to Indisn students.
Farning French qualifications’”
ensures globally acknowledged
degrees, enhancing employa-
bility and opening promising

career paths, as evidenced by
France's second position in the
Cilobal University Employabili-
ty Rankings published by the
Times Higher Education.

-The 2018 agreement on the
mutual recognition of degrees
between India and France fur-
ther amplifies the value of
“French qualifications in India.
Moreaver, a two-year post-study
work visa for holders of a
French master's degree and
above empowers Indian stu-
dents to gain valuable profes.
sional experience and explore
diverse career prospects in
France upon graduation. Not tc
“rentiors the inferest that' :
Trench graduate sparks among
the 570 French companies oper
ating in India, collectively
emploving over 4,00,000 ndi
viduals in the country. Studying
in France offers Indian student:
2 rewdrding hlend of academit
rigous, miltural immersion ant
prafessional potentt al

Sinee July 14, French ieam:
e beenmurking double timet
implernent the deaisions by Pres
ident Macron and Prise Minister
Modi, In alignmenl wiih thes
commitments, I am delighted
anmouiice the Upeoming Choost
Frarex:Tour 9003, Thig ecdurzation
al fair. organiged by the Fresct
Government | and - Camgl:
France, will offer a platform fo
mdisn students and parents U

" engage with representatves fron
ovir 40 esteemed Prench highe
eduetion institations. "The tou

. will take place from Uctober 8 L

" 15 and cover four major Indiz

Jgities — Chennay, Delhi, Kolleat
and Mimmbai — providing
mique perasian to explore awid
yange of study optians and egtal
lish firsi-hard connections wit
roputable institutions,

As we embark on this ne
chapter of our partnership,
am confident that the vobnet
lions we cultivale today ' wi
shape a brighter future, it
hoth oty fations. Let us jomnt

Sigelebrate the voyage o Knmw

edge, understending i
friendship that defines 1k
France-Incia partnership.

/’
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NCERT given

- deemed-to-be

university tag,
says Pradhan

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The National Council of
Educational Research and
“Training (NCERT) has been

university status, Union
Education Minister Dhar-
' mendra Pradhan said on
the 63rd Foundation Day
of the apex decision-mak-
ing body for school educa-
tion on Friday.

“NCERT on becoming 4
research university will off-
er opportunities for global
collaborations and contri-
butions to the global edu-
cational landscape,” M.
Pradhan  said. “The
| deemed-to-be university
status is on lines of Indian
Institute of Science,” he ad-
ded.

Mr. Pradhan said that ja-
dui Pitara — a play-based
learning-teaching material
tailored for children in the
age group of three to eight
years developed by the
NCERT - would benefit 10
crore children entering the.
play-based learning svstem
in anganwadis or pre-prim-
ary sections of schools,

leading up to Class 2.
| “As 80% of brain deve-
lopment occurs by the age
of eight, we need to ensure
that content is made and
adapted to the mother ton-
gue, otherwise it will be.of
little use,” he said.

A%
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granted the deemed-to-be

)

.66 /



JJ{mhustan dimes

NEW BELHI/METRO
Saturday. September 02,

®VOL XCIX NO 20%

....................................

s

NCERT gets stams of
deemed univ; can
now award degrees

TiMES News NETWORK

! New Delhi: The National
i Council of Educational Re-
search and Training
(NCERT) has been granted
deemed university status,
education minister . Dhar-
mendra Pradhan announced
on Friday He made the an-
nouncement during his ad-
dress at the 83rd foundation
day of the Council. Deemed-
to-be-university is recogni-
tion tohighereducation insti-
tutions that excel in specific
areas of studv NCERT will
now be able to award its own
: graduate, postgraduate and
i doctoral degrees, therehy ex-
panding its influence over In-
dia'seducationallandscape,
“NCERT has been giveh
the stams of a deemed-to-be-
university It hasestablished
a formidable presence in re-
search, actively shaped
¢ schaol education, teacher
¢ training and adult literacy
i NCERT on becoming a re-
search university will offer
opportunities for global col-
laborations,” said Pradhan.

As the apex organisation
for school education, the
NCERT undertakes various
activities and programmes,
including educational re
search and innovation, curri-
cuium development and de
velopment of textual and
teaching-learning materials,

Pradhan called for inte-
gration of Bal Bhavans and
Bal Vatikas into NCERT. en-
visioning a comprehensive
educationalapproachwhich
is aimed at providing holi-
sticeducation to children.

NCERT has been granted
the deemed-to-be-university
status in ‘de novo’ category
which means it can apply to
UGC for setting up a new in-
stitution as deemed to be uni-
versity for undertaking studv
and research in emerging ar-
eas of knowledge thatare not
offered by any existing insti-
tution. Apart from awarding
degrees to teachers, it will de-
cide courses it wants to offer,

Pradhan suggested set-
ting up augmented reality,
virtual reality and Al labs at
regional centres of NCERT
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‘NCERT now a deemed university,
can team up W1th global varsities’

HT Correspondent

fetters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHE: The National Coun-
cil of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) has been
granted the status of 'deemed
university’, Union education
minister Dharmendra Pradhan
announced on Friday.

“NCERT has been granted the
status of deemed university
today. It has established a formi-
dable presence in research,
actively shaped school educa-
tion, teacher training and adult
literacy, Now this deemed uni-
versity status will enable the
council to become an advanced
research university in the
future,” Pradhan said during a
celebration to mark the 63rd
foundation day of NCERT. in
Deihi.

“The council will now be able
to have academic collaboration
with the top national and inter-

| national universitics,” he added.

Prior to attaining the status,

68

Dharmendra Pradhan

NCERT was offering graduate
and post-graduate programmes
for teachers' training and capac-
ity building at its seven Regional
Institute of Education (RET) cen-
tres in affiliation with local uni-
versities. The REIs could intro-
duce a new course only after get-
ting approval from their
affiliated universities, including
Barkatullah University (Bhopal),
M D S University (Ajmer), Uni-
versity of Mysore, Utkal Univer-
sity (Bhubaneshwar) and North-
Eastern Hill University (Shil-
long).

The ‘deemed university’ status
will now allow NCERT to offer its
own graduate, post-graduate and

doctoral degrees and have auton-
omy in terms of introduction of
programmies, course structure,
conducting examinations and
management, among others,

In September last year,
NCERT had appreached the Uni-
versity Granis Commission
(UGC) seeking ‘deemed univer-
sity” status. The council had
applied in the “de novo™ category.
According to UGC rules, insti-
tutes which specialise in unique
and emerging areas of knowl-
edge are granted the ‘deemed
university’ status under the "de |
novo" category, Emphasising the
need to develop content in
mother tongue, Pradhan sug-
gested setting up of Augmented
Reality, Virtual Reality and Arti- |
ficial Intelligence kabs in all seven
regional centers of NCERT.

“Tomake India the global hub
of research and innovation, these
centres should be equipped with
the latest technologies from
around the world with future-
ready infrastructure,” he said,

by by e 08
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Teachers must blend
values and modernity

gentle awakening of the mind's own

power of thought. These lines by
Aurobindo succinetly capture the essence of
& teacher's role. In their nurturing hands lies
the profound responsibility of shaping young
minds, not just with knowledge but also with
values, ethics and purpose. :

Teachers are the bedrock of our society,
builders of the nation's future. They are the
guiding lights and leaders of transformation,
utllising their accumulated wisdom and val-
ues to foster the intellectual and emaotional
development of children.

In India, the value of the relationsh ip
between a teacher and student is o the basis
of the age-old guru shishya parampara—g
sacred tradition that shaped the cultural and
intellectual landscape of ancient Indis. This
tradition, rooted in the principle of personal
connection, involves a gurirasa
guiding light, Jeading a shishya
or disciple through the laby-
rinth of knowledge and self-dis-
covery,

In our diverse nation, mod-
ern-day. gurus exemplify this
unwavering commitment

eaching is not a process of forcing the
I mind to abserb information: it is the

a B ':' %
.0

into a well-rounded guiding light, illuminaz-
ing all spheres of education and society,
thanks in part to the Ploncering observations
of visionaries such as Phule and Radhakrish-
nan. We rely on our teachers, but we must
not forget that they are not immune to socie-
tal changes.

They are also party to evolving family struc-
tures, shifting values, and the impact of
sacial media. Going shead, they must strike
a balance between traditional wisdom and
modern realities, imparting not just book-
based knowledge but also life skills that pre-
p}::re students for the rapidly changing world
ahead,

The National Education Policy 2020 (NEP)
envisages teachers to be at the centre of fun-
damental reforms, Recruiting the most
deserving teachers and their capacity build-
ing and upskilling on a regular basis is onc of
the core recommendations of NEP, which is
being rapidly brought into imple-
mentation,

Teacher training should extend
beyond the curriculum and encom-
pass modern teaching methodolo-
4 gies, emotional intelligence, and

sensitivity to diverse learning needs

Dharmendra By investing in thelr professional

towsrd their students. Whether Pradhan growth, we invest in the growth of

in remote Arunachal Pradesh,
bustling Bengal, or tranquil Ker-
ala. teachers evervwhere share a dedication
10 their students that transcends challenges.
The pandemic tested thelr resolve, but they
responded with innovation, using technol-
Ogy and determination.

Teachers are not just educators; they're
also mentors, guiding students through the
challenges of adolescence snd offering a lis-
tening ear when needed most, In rural areas,
where education can be a ticket out of pov-
erty, teachers become beacons of hope. Their
commitment to education often transcends
the classtoom. as they work to Inspire fami-
lies to invest in thelr children’s futures, Such
efforts have a cascading effect on community

- development,

In1958,a visionary step was taken to hon-
our these educators’ exceprional contribu-
tions with the National Awards to Teachers.
Thisannual tribute, conferred by the Presi-
dent on September 5, commemorates the
birthday of Sarvepallt Radhakristinan, who
was not only a statesman but also a philoso-
pher, teacher, and an embodiment of the
principles he championed. His views on
teaching were deeply rocted in the idea that
education should net be confined to the
mere transmission of information but
should serve as a means to foster critical
thinking, creativity, and character develop-
ment. “True teachers are those who help us
think for aurselves,” he said.

Historically. the field of teaching was often
dominated by men, reflecting a time when
the responsibility of imparting knowledge
and providing guidance was more com-
monly associated with them. However, the
narrative began to shifl. thanks to the
remarkable contributions of visionaries such
as Savitribai Phule, a tailblazer and pioneer
in the realim of education. In 1848, she estab.
lished the first school for glrls in India, chal-

lenging provaiting sacietal norms and con-

ventions that restricted women's access to
education, Her contribution ‘nded
-

Rovind - Y

—  ournation.

The National Initiative for School
Heads'and Teachers’ Holistic Advancement
(NISHTHA) has evolved with upgraded
online programmes and courses. Addition-
ally, 300 District Institutes of Education and
Trainlng are being developed as institutes of
excellence, addressing school education.
Righer education, and skdlling,

The National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has slso
been given the responsibility of creating a
futuristic National Curriculum Framework
for teachers from now on. And the Integrated
Teacher Education Programme (ITEP) will
start focusing on providing high-quality pre-
service training to the teachers In an inte-
grated and multidisciplinary environment.

As technology reshapes our world, teachers

- are at the forefront of educational innovation

and revolution. From Artificial Intelligence to
the internet of things and blockchain technol-
ogy, they guide students through these trans-
formative changes,

Teachers in the Zlst century, marked by the
digital age, nurture not only knowledge but
also critical thinking and creativity, all the
while ensuring responsible and ethical use of
technology, While we explore the changing
Toles of teachers, the most critical factor
remains the mental well-being of our stu-
dents. Above everything, all educators,
whether in schools, colleges, or universities,
shouid prioritise and ensure that each student
under their care enjoys strong mental health
and has their well-being needs met, )

In these challenging times, an enhanced
sense of empathyand a profound awarcness
of the pivotal role teachers play in nurturing
the mental well-being of their students are
more crucial than ever,

Let us all rise to this noble responsibility, as
by fastering ntellect and emotlonal resilience,
we shape s brighter future for our sockety and
ourworld. where both hearts and minds ean
thrive.
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means of empowerment

VIVIAN MERCHANT

ociety is in a state of fux. It is

undergmng constant change

and reformation. This element

of metamorphosis is true tor all
fickds of human endeavous - be it agri.
culture, conumerce, industry or the ars
and sclences. We are living in an age
of Information explosion where vast
quantities of wrtten matler are avail-
able thus allowing access to an arvay
ol ideas and topics. The role of visual
and print media has enabled the
sproad of news on a scale never before
imagined. To add w0 this. there is an
excess of advertising and commercial
medis with which one 15 constantly
being bombarded, All these have
become pervasive features of the social
environment and are increaslugly
exerting an influence on our day-to-
duy lves Tn very subile and unobero-
B0 witys they are inffuencing our atti-
tudes and are shaping the mindses of
peaple, To cite an example, much of
the content of the conversarlons that
take piace at workplaces is centred on
wiat is portrayed in the media.

The onget of digitisation has
tesulied in the sccexsibility of vist
stores of Intormation in the traction of
asecond. The Internet has become an
Indispengable utility wathout which no
work can progress. The significance of
Loogle as an omnipresent necessicy -
the source of kngwledge for modern
diy humana - L which all instantly
am [g that 1t has almost beconse ele
vated 10 & *god?. Not o furger the
remirkable contribution of Artificial
Toelligence and cloud computing, not
only in treeing us from the rigor of
tedious and compley tasks, butin the
munagemenl of huge amounts of data,
raducing capteal expenses and ln
enhanging accugey and speod.

It |s in such|a scenario that we
fve bten evolving and are paving the
way 1or our future gencrations.
Undud:lmlly one would agree that
there is a need for n dynamic new
educatjon system that catens 1o the
dev zlu?mznlnl asds of thase young

1

minds growing tn our soclety today.

Education is a domain that can
penneate almost every discipline or
fiebd. To become competent or to Risn
expertise n any areq, one has o Lamil
ianze oneself with itand go through a
process of training. The sumificance
ol educaton lies in the Gict that it can
have a far-reaching unpact on direct.
ing the trends or (n shaping future
prospects for a nation, It is the key o
the physical, mental, intellectygal, spir-
ttual, and soctal development of an
tndividual and frames various sspects
of our coliective life. 1t helps to estab-
fish one as-a self reliant and inde-
pendent human being, Further, the
shaping of individual thought and
action, In terms of independent think-
ing, openness towards new ideas,
becoming enlightened, instilling cre-
ativity and the willingness lu? enrn
from every expertence, is another
aspect with which educatlon is or
should be coneerned, For this reason,
the nature of this essential process
and the way Ut is carcied out deserves
careful attention.

If the current state of affairs s
probed, one observes how the aren of
education has evolved over tine.
Whether it s the system that Is diving
the studeat or whether the studeats ae
being drawn oul in accordance with
thelr interests and abilities is same-
thing w be pondered upon. There is a
wrowing feeling today that someding
is wrong with our system of education,
but what is it? Well, we send ouy chil-
dren Lo school 1o prepare them for the
real world which s changing very fisst.
But our schools haven't changed for
hundrods of years.

* Toidentify the problem, It may be
helptul to go back tn time and examine
how these challenges hive come about,
The present system of eduction was
modelled in the interests of the Indus-
utal Age. The sole intent of the educs-
tan sy i pre-modem Burope wiss
to train peopla 1o be willing to work in a
factory, that is to churm out woikers.
The emphasis on the acquisition of
facts us echoed by Superintendent

Gradgrind of Dickens' novel Hard
Times rings true even tday. Most com
petitive exams demand that those
aspining to appear for them should
critm vast amounts of information
which is maostly factual in nature,

Like other systems of praduction
and exchange, our education system s
aperating on the principles of domand
and supply. To set up any educational
imstitution, there is 4 cost-benefit
analysis carried out and various factors
are considered before initiating the
undertaking. The mentality of mass
production and mass control still runs
inJarge scale conglomerates who pro-
vidde the funds for schools to be run,

On the one hand, vutmoded
methods of functioning are responsi-
ble for many of the problems facing
the schouol system coupled with issues
concerning infrastructure and the
availability of funds. On the other
hand, there ate challenges related o
teacher-expertise and campetency
which impacts the performance of
stuclents and in turn the overall pass
percentage of the school, In some
cases, rather than being (.lassnled on
the basis of their 5,

it means of fulfiing their desire for
independence and freedom from age-
old traditions and customs has thus
become a penultimate goal for & vast
majority of young peaple.

The attainment of adulthood
which ¢an be likened to the time
when full-grown chicks musc leave
their nest often (mplics entenng the
world of jobs and professions, Tt is
then that they actually Face reality and
realize that much of thelr behaviour
and attitudes are shaped by the way
they were conditioned within their
families. Their upbringing has not
made them adequately able o face
the world outside and their education
has not trained them to think clearly.

Quite often there is a communica-
tion gap becween parents and children,
wiuch ends up tuming into a gencra
tion EI[I Th”hl have heen numerous
instances where rigorous education sti-
fes the ability of siudents (o0 express
thelr emotions and the (mmenae pres-
sure of studies has resulted In nervous
breakdowns. As a result, they may cnd
up Biving with musconceptions through.
out their bves which becomes a cause

are categanzed according ta their
grades or marks which are not an
accurate indicator of a student's
vapacity. Yet, because the school i
under pressure to show good results,
they resort to various strategies by
which the Average Pass Percentuge of
the school may be lncreased.
Another matter of concern is the
circumstances exisung within fami-
lies. There is vadespread paternalism
that has been predominant in the
Livess of the older generations which in
turn impacts the lives of the younger
generatons and proves to be disem-
powering for them. Theheed to crcate
mure wealth has resulted in greater
pressure on the younger generations,
As o result, too much focus on aca-
demics dees not allow students to
develop their interests and ahilities,
Acquiring & well-paying job has
become a necessity of primary impor-
tance for the vounger generation. Itis

of great d and anxiery with is
resultant spillover in society.

Given the challenges faced, it can
be agreed that there is a need lor

prefiension
‘higher explicit topics and implicit
‘menings of a given auh ecl matter,

1 Tearnitng s eplacend by stdentceninmd
_approaches for tralning the mind and

cetved as an end in himself, simply as
a product in the assembly line, is
required. The nature of the training
carried out within this system, can
have far-reaching impacts tn elther
shaping its wards in a positive direc-
tion, or its lacunae can result in detn
mental effects not just upon the stu-
dents per se but in the long run can
influence suciety as a whole, 1f human
potential is channelled in the right
direction, it will go a long way in
cnabling them to become pr Clivee |
contributars who will align with the
more (.m,mmcuve forces in soclety.
Educutlon 15 chaoterized as 4
lesrning cycle for peman (o achieve
information and:cony ofthe

The.information ac by an indi-

vidual is an example of thoughe and
conduct as per the tratung they have
acquired. A complete change 1s
required in the podagogy such that rotc

building their understanding

The inclusion of imaginative and
aesthene subjeces i the curriculum
can enable students to have a moro
realtstie visw of the world around
them. A departure from the termer

spreading
as well as a need for changcs to be
hrought about within the exigung sys-
tems and structures. From ence per-
spective, thus may seem like n Her-
culean task as there are so many fae-
tors to be taken into consideration,
The way the current system is suuc-
tured and the camplex intercannec-
tons within it i something that mer-
its deeper analysis. However, as peo-
ple become more conscious, stepy
could be taken to enable positive
afforts and initiatives in this direction.
“The present model needs 1o be
restructured such that education (s
not just concerned with impardng the
‘llnhu': Dut vather vach student
ould be viewed as latent with
potential, A shift from a consumer-
based model where the student 15 pes-

nods of dictation and instruction
to a mode where students are
equippad with the sntalloctual twols
and resources that will enable them |
o navigare the different stages ofthelr |
development s the aeod of the how.

As stuted by Gerald Balcher “The
besteducanen Is not glven to stadenis; It
i drawm out of them.” In such a set-up,
thi sequisition of sducation becomes
process where the teacher facilitates and
capacitaes tiis life. ime experence for
(he stodenes. Such a coodel can go o Jong
way In shaping the participants of sur
education system, thus resulting in the
creation of genumely vartucus and ful-
filled human beings.

The writar 520 alumnus of INUand &
CATONENY WOrkirg i Adminsrahe Assstant
ot CHSRters INLBMatIana, VIaws &presd a%e
perscnal
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A AROCOD A R N

/ NEP 2020

SNS & AGENCIES

pEW DELHI, 44 SEPTEMBER

The University Grants Com-
mission haslaunched a capac-
ity-building program for the
holistic development of 15
. Jakh higher education teach-
ers and to inculcate ethics as
well as human values in align-
ment with the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020, an offi-
cial said. As part of the UGC's
Malaviya Mission-Teacher
Training programme, 111 insti-
tutions across Indiahavebeen
identified, which will be called
Malaviya Mission Teacher
Training Centres (MMTIC).
*I'he teachers will be trained
in these institutions. Some of
the programs are offline while
others are online. We aim to
complete the rraining ofall 15
lakh teachers in higher edu-
cation in next two to three
years," said a GG official
As per the official, the aim
\stoimprove the quality of edu-

impleme
to train 15 lakh

o 4 SN
cation ar all Jevels by infusing
qualityand excellencein teach-
ers and teaching. The
announcement of the mission
was made on the occaslon of
Teachers' Day last week,

"Tewill also ensure holistic
development ofthe teachersand
leamers with the inculcation
of ethics and human values as
enshrinedin Indian culture and
develop multidiscipiinaryand
critical thinking abilityin them,”
the UGC official said.

nta

The Statesman

NEW DELHI, TUESDAY 12 SEPTEMBER 2029 |, ..

higher education

B - duasaiats

A two-week online capac-
ity-building program for fac-
uity members hasbeen metic-
ulousiy designed to alignwith
NEP 2020's key features, the offi-
cial said.

The NEP 2020 brought by
the NDA goveniinentreplaces
the Congress-era education
policywhich hadbeenin effect
since 1986. Ithas beenineffect
from 2020 onwards.

Theihemes of the Malaviya
Misston- T'eacher TTatning pro

75

tion: UGC initi

ON

gramme are; holistic education,
Indian knowledge systems,
academic leadership, gover-
nance, research, skill devel
opment, inclusivity, technol-
ogy integration, leaining out-
comes identification, and
QSSBSM]]PTH

"jt prioritizes the continu-
ousprofessional development
of faculty, offering a forward-
looking orientationacross var
ious themes.," UGC Chief M
Tagadesh said

ates program
teachers

s

Inadditiontofaculty devel:
opment, the program high-
lights faculty’s role in institu-
tional development, a crucial
aspecl of enhancing the qual-
ity of higher education.

Officials said that the train-
ingcontent balancesan India-
centricethoswithaglobal per-
spective, equipping faculty
with Indian values and mod-
emn technologies to address
theevolvinglandscape ofhigh-
er education.

A dedicated portal for fac-
ulty members hns been regis:
tered forthe capacity-hutlding
PrOgrame,

"The implementation of
new approaches to curmcular
trunsactions, teaching leat-
ing, pedagogical sategies and
assessment methods yecom
mendedn the NEP2020would
be possible through Malaviyn
Mission and can be mast appIe-
priately taken forward dwough
MMT eenters," aUGC official

said. J
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/" Sanskrit to be taught, NCERT syllabus soon in
Uttarakhand madrasas: Wagf Board chairman

e

AVANEESH MISHRA
DEHRADUN, SEFTEMBER13

SANSKRIT WILL be taught 1n
madrasas in Uttarakhand that
are registered with the state
Wagf Board, its chairman an-
nounced Wednesday.

Shadab Shams also promised
toimplement the NCERT syllabus
in madrasas, besides upgrading
their infrastructure. Shams said
the curmculum will be anamalga-
mation of scientific learning and

Islamicstudies, and that students
will be able to Jearn both Sanskrit
and Arabic along with English.

Last November, Shams an-
nounced thatall madrasas under
Wagqf Board would have a uni-
form dress code with dlasses from
8 am to 2 pm, just like other
schools. He had also said that the
Uttarakhand government would
form acommittee tosurvey all the
madrasasin the state.

“The paople of Devbhoomi are
different from others. If our lan-
guage, culture, and traditions are

-

76

different from others. thenour ed-
uationpattern should also be dif-
ferent from others. Our children
should learn our Janguages and
prioritise that, We will appoint
Sanslkrit acharyas & Arabic teach-
ersinourmadrasas sothatwecan
teachboch. Our childrenwill speak
Sanskrit, Arabic and English too.”
Shams told The Indian Express.
Thereare 117 madeasas under
Uttarakhand Wagf Board, In first
phase, the board will develop four
of these —one each in Dehradun,
Haridwar, Udham Singh Nagar

and Nainital districts - into model
madrasas. Shams said: “Therewill
be namaz five times in the model
madrasas. After the garly mom-
ing namaz at around 630 am, an
hourwill be designared for Quran
studies, From 8 am to 2 pm, the
madrasa will run like a schnni.
During thattime, a schou] uniform
would be mandatory just like any
English-medium school” he sail

Shams said spiritual leaders
favourimplementation of Sanskrit
inmadrasasand appealed wdiem
toadopt madrasaswithless funds
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