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Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-makers
in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational excellence and
innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and the promotion of
advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for its hybrid collection
of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during July 2024.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.

Being an educational tool, the newspaper clippings under this edition shall surely serve as a
valuable resource for scholars doing research in the field of education as the period i.e. July
2024 covers the newsclips related to celebration of four years of National Education Policy and
introduction of new text books by NCERT based on NEP 2020.

(Dr. Akash)
Head, LDD
NCERT, New Delhi
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/Shduld education be brought
back to the State list?

When was the subject added to the concurrent list? How do other countries govern education?

P

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
he NEET-UG exam has been
embroiled in controversies
over the award of grace marks,
allegation of paper leaks and
other irregularities. The government also
cancelled the UGC-NET exam after it was
held, while the CSIR-NET and NEET-PG
exams have been postponed.

What is the historical background?
The Government of India Act, 1935 during
the British rule created a federal structure
for the first time in our polity. The
legislative subjects were distributed
between the federal legislature (present
day Union) and provinces (present day
States). Education which is an important
public good was kept under the provincial
list. After independence, this continued
and education was part of the ‘State list’
under the distribution of powers.
However, during the Emergency, the
Congress party constituted the Swaran
. = . e —

i

Singh Committee to provide
recommendations for amendments to the
Constitution. One of the :
recommendations of this committee was
to place ‘education’ in the concurrent list
in order to evolve all-India policies on the
subject. This was implemented through
the 42nd constitutional amendment
(1976) by shifting ‘education’ from the
State list to the concurrent list. There was
no detailed rationale that was provided
for this switch and the amendment was
ratified by various States without
adequate debate.

The Janata Party government led by
Morarji Desai that came to power after
Emergency passed the 44th constitutional
amendment (1978) to reverse many of the
controversial changes made through the
42nd amendment. One of these
amendments that was passed in the Lok
Sabha but not in the Rajya Sabha was to -
bring back ‘education’ to the State list.

What are international practices?
In the U.S., State and local governments

T

set the overall educational standards,
mandate standardised tests and supervise
colleges and universities. The federal
education department’s functions

primarily include policies for financial -

aid, focussing on key educational issues
and ensuring equal access. In Canada,
education is completely managed by the
provinces. In Germany, the constitution
vests legislative powers for education with
landers (equivalent of States). In South
Africa, on the other hand, education is
governed by two national departments
for school and higher education. The
provinces of the country have their own
education departments for implementing
policies of the national departments and
dealing with local issues.

What can be the way forward?

The arguments in favour of ‘education’ in
the concurrent list include a uniform
education policy, improvement in
standards and synergy between Centre
and States. However, considering the vast
diversity of the country, a ‘one size fits all’
~ SR AR T

= BT
) o

approach is neither feasible nor desirable.
Further, as per the report on ‘Analysis of
Budgeted expenditure on Education’
prepared by the Ministry of Education in
2022, out of the total revenue expenditure
by education departments in our country
estimated at ¥6.25 lakh crore (2020-21),
15% is spent by the Centre while 85% is
spent by the States. Even if expenditure
“by all other departments on education
and training are considered, the share
works out to 24% and 76% respectively.
The arguments against restoring
‘education’ to State list include corruption
coupled with lack of professionalism. The
recent issues surrounding the NEET and
" NTA have however displayed that
centralisation does not necessarily mean
that these issues would vanish.
Considering the need for autonomy in
view of the lion’s share of the expenditure
being borne by the States, there needs to
be a productive discussion towards
moving ‘education’ back to the State list.
This would enable them to frame
tailor-made policies for syllabus, testing
and admissions for higher education
including professional courses like
medicine and engineering. Regulatory
mechanisms for higher education can
continue to be governed by central
institutions like the National Medical
Commission, University Grants
Commission and All India Council for
Technical Education.
Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of Polity Simplified’. Views
ﬁprmed are personal.

a A

v

The Government of India Act,
1935 during the British rule
created a federal structure for
the first time in our polity.
v f -
During the Emergency, the
Congress party constituted the
Swaran Singh Committee to
provide recommendations for
amendments to the
Constitution. One of the
recommendations of this
committee was to place
‘education’ in the concurrent
list.

b 4

Considering the need for
autonomy in view of the lion’s
share of the expeniditure being
borne by the States, there
needs to be a discussion "
towards moving ‘education’
back to the State list.
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Chenans remarks on
school educations
quality trigger row

The Hindu Bureau
ALAPPUZHA

Kerala Culture Minister Saji
Cherian has seemingly
stepped on a political and
social landmine by remark-
ing that many students
who passed the Class 10 ex-
aminations could barely
read or write.

The remark at a private
school function in Alap-
puzha on Saturday argua-
bly cast severe doubts on
vation appeared to acquire

the contours of a contro-

versy on Sunday, with Gen-
eral Education Minister V.

L

Sivankutty forcefully con

murcherhnsm
ment. He countered that |
dxestamuanwasmtiac-f
tual. He said the State’s



Nhe dndian Rapras, i.CR&a 2024, @o.?r.. 0e.1 ;2.

_/HOLISTIC PROGRESS CARD'

students to talk about their mextbig step
onrwﬁfe‘—whethermeyplanm.mmd

7 e NCERT

"New NCERT report
card for senior classes

to track post-school
plans and life skills

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JUNE 30

. FROM PREPARATIONS for en-
trance exams to acquiring life

These elements are partof a
new ‘Holistic Progress Card
(HPC), a report card that
PARAKH — a standard-setting
bodyummeml‘(ﬂaﬁunl
Council of Educational Research
and Training) — recently re-
leased for secondary school stu-
dents(Classes 9to 12):

Sources said that while the
report card will not be used in
the ongoing 2024-25 academic
session, teachers and other offi-
’ clals will be trained onitsimple-
= .mnaﬁon.aamscanmkeacall

whether to implement the

asreleased by the NCERT or
adapt it to suit their needs.

Focus
beyond
® marks

THE HOLISTIC Progress
Cards are part of the gov-

EXPLAINED

The HPCsare a partof the gov-
ernment’s effort to realign school
report cards with the National
Curriculum Framework for
School Education{NCFSE), which
seekstotransform evaluations by
focusing on diverse skills and
competencies, instead of justthe
performance in periodic pen-

per tests and exams.

Saying that the HPCs for

CONTINUEDONPAGE2

iy

dasses 9 to 12 are designed to focus on
the “learner as researcher”, Indrani
Bhaduri, head and CEO, PARAKH, told The
Indian Express that these report cards are
aq:ecmdmbefarmredinthereadtsfor
thoseappearingfmﬂ\eBoard exams in
Classes 10and 12.

“Ihe HPC will be different from the
internal marks that are part of Board
exam evaluation. In the HPC, what the
child has done during the academic years
is reflected, and this is designed to aug-
ment the Board results. It will be amal-
ganmdwimﬂnBoardmﬂtS."Bmdmi
said.addmmmm-lhassubnﬁued
to the Education Ministry the details of
how elements from the HPC can be in-
corporated in the Board results.

The report card for the secondary
Jevel, which has been developed after de-
liberations with the SCERTs(the curricu-
tum bodies at the state-level)and school
boards, is also meant to contribute to-
wards bringing equivalence across dif-
ferent boards

Asfirst reported by The Indian Express
in March, HPCs have been designed for
various educational stages: the founda-
tional stage(Classes 1.and 2), the prepara-
lmystzg(aasss3m5).andduenﬁddk
stage (Classes 6to8). The HPCfor the sen-
ior classes, covering classes 9 to 12, was
released last week.

The progress card for classes 9 to 12
contains several sections, including ene
where students evaluate themselves on

arameters suchas 'time management’,
‘plans after school', and other life sklls.
The plans after school” section requires

college, take upavocation.or prepare for
admission Lo a professional institute.

Additionally, students are asked to
discuss with their parents, teachers and *
peers and complete a section detailing
their strengths or abilities that could help
them realise their post-school plans.
They must also identify potential chal-
lenges and the improvements neededto
achieve these plans.

The HPC also has an ‘accomplish-
ments inventory’ Lo track the student’s
"staps and skill" —whether they have

infarmation on entrasice exams,
college applications, and job opportuni-
tics, This inventory includes academic
skallslika"engaginginindependent work
{re_scarch"and"muﬂdl%criliul}yandcm
atively”, and life skills filee “understand-
ing the value of money and budgeting”
and"managingstress for selfand ofhers™

The teacher's assessment of the stu-
dentin gaupprojectwork, the student’s
own refiections on it, and peer feedback
on the student’s understanding of and
contributionstothe projectare past of the
HPC. Saying that while the HPC focuses
onempoweringleamers oo atrain knowl-
edge and skill independently, teachers
will playa ey role inguiding the stucents
achieve their goals.“The teachers haveto
understand the reguired competendies
vital forlearnersatthesecondary fevel. ..
This is to be done through activities itke
projects, individual research.andinnova-
tiveclassroom interactions. The activities
noed o bedesignedinamanner that they
are meaningful to the students”
Bhaduri said. 7
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Self-nominations open for National Teachers’
R Award 2024 till 15th July 2024

m Posted On: 02 JUL 2024 3:51PM by PIB Delhi

Online self-nominations from eligible teachers for National Teachers' Awards 2024 are being invited with
effect from 27 June 2024 on  the  Ministry of  Education’s  portal
http://nationalawardstoteachers.education.gov.in. The last date for receiving online nominations is 15
July 2024. This year, 50 teachers will be selected through the three-stage selection process, i.e., at the
District, State and National level. The award will be conferred by the President of India on Sth
September 2024 at a ceremony held at Vigyan Bhawan, New Delhi.

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education, organizes a national level
function on Teachers Day, i.e., Sth September every year to confer the National Awards to the best
teachers of the country selected through a rigorous, transparent, and onlinc sclection process. The
purpose of the National Teachers” Award is to celebrate the unique contribution of some of the fincst
teachers in the country and to honour those teachers who, through their commitment and indusiry, have
not only improved the quality of school education but also enriched the lives of their students.

Eligibility conditions:

School teachers and Heads of Schools working in recognized primary/middle/high/higher secondary
schools run by State Govt./UT Administrations, local bodics, and Private schools affiliated with the
State/UTs Board are eligible for the Award.

« Central Govt. Schools, i.e., Kendriya Vidyalayas (KVs), Jawahar Navodaya Vidyalayas (JNVs), Sainik
Schools run by Ministry of Defence (MoD), schools run by Atomic Energy Education Society (AEES),
and Eklavya Model Residential Schools (EMRS) run by Ministry of Tribal Affairs; and

« Schools affiliated with the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) and Council for Indian
Schools Certificate Examination (CISCE).

FERKEF

SS/AK
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The Gujarat education department has issued a reminder circular to the schaools to adhere to the textbooks published by National Council of
Educational Research and Training [NCERT) and State Council of Educational Research and Training (SCERT). The circular meant for schools
affiliated to Gujarat board, Kendriya Vidyalaya and Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) also warns the schools ta not use reference
books not approved by the academic authority ar nen-approved printed material for students of classes 1 to B,

DEO City, RM Chaudhari issued the circular. "The idea s to remind the schosls to not indulge in educating students from unapproved
textbaoks as textbooks from private publishers not only lack authanticity but are not prepared by seasoned academics like the NCERT and
SCERT books," he said.

He added that strict action would be taken against schools found to be usi ng textbooks apart from grescribed ones,

DEO summaons 96 teachers
The DEO City summoned 96 teachers fram govarnment and grant-in-aid schools whe did not heed the call for paper chacking for second
language {English). They gid not come to examine the paper of Class 12 science sacond language at the central assessment facility. AM
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New NCERT textbooks delayed,
Class 6 students to go to school
without books

NCERT has not received the drafts of the new books for Social Science,
Mathematics and Science for Class 6 students from the NSTC. MoE Officials
are “‘expecting a delay of around two months” before they can make new
books available to the students

Updated - July 03,2024 08:58 pm IST Published - july 03, 2024 08:44 pm IST - New Delhi
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NCERT had said that in 2024-25, students of Classes 3 and 6 will get new books.. File. | Photo Credit: V.
Sudershan

Students of Class 6 will be without textbooks for Mathematics, Science and Social
Sciences as schools open for the academic year 2024-25 this month. The introduction of
the new National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) textbooks
based on the National Curriculum Framework (NCF) and New Education Policy 2020
for Class 6 has been delayed.
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NCERT had said that in 2024-25, students of Classes 3 and 6 will get new books.

“While new textbooks for Class 3 have hit the market, the entire lot for Class 6 has not
yet been made available to students, leaving students (with) no textbooks to study
from,” an official from the Ministry of Education (MoE) told The Hindu. Officials said
the students are likely to get the new books within two months.

Alsoread | Text book revision: NCERT drops some references to Babri demolition,
Gujarat riots, Manipur

Last July, MoE had constituted the National Syllabus and Teaching Learning Material
Committee (NSTC) to develop new textbooks from Classes 3 to 12. MoE had set an
ambitious deadline of developing new textbooks for all grades within seven months of
constituting the NSTC by February this year.

The deadline was later revised, and it was decided that only students of Classes 3and 6
will get new textbooks this academic year. However, NCERT has not received the drafts
of the new books for Social Science, Mathematics and Science for Class 6 from NSTC,
officials said. Once NSTC submits the approved drafts, NCERT can issue a print order
and make the textbooks available within 10 to 15 days.

At present, students of Class 6 are without textbooks for the three subjects because
NCERT was instructed not to print books with the old syllabus. Even online, only books
on the language subjects -- English, Hindi and Urdu -- are available for download.

“This predicament of not having access to old books and not receiving new books has
left Class 6 students in a lurch. We are expecting a delay of around two months before
we can make new books available to the students,” an official said.

MOoE sources said there is a possibility that three books on Social Science subjects --
‘Our Pasts’ (History), ‘Our Earth: Our Habitat’ (Geography) and ‘Social and Political Life’
(Political Science) will be merged into one. However, there is no clarity on this yet as
NSTC has not sent drafts for publication to the NCERT.

For Class 3, new books for English, Hindi, Urdu, Mathematics, Environmental
Education and Arts are in the process of being printed and supplied, officials said.

htms:lhvww.mehindu.comlnewslnationallnew-noert-textbooks—delayod-c&s-&smdents-to-go-to-sd\oolmﬂham-bookalartid968363505_ece
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Last November, the Ministry had said that new textbooks with revised syllabus will be
introduced from Classes 1to 12, in line with NCF. Later, NCERT said only Classes 3 and
6 will get new textbooks. This, officials said, was because NSTC did not want to
introduce the new textbooks for higher grades in a haste.

NSTC has on board M.C. Pant, chancellor of National Institute’of Educational Planning
and Administration, professor Manjul Bhargava from Princeton University, Sudha
Murthy, chairperson of Infosys Foundation, music maestro Shankar Mahadevan, and
Bibek Debroy, chairman of the Prime Minister’s Economic Advisory Council among
others.

The new books will comprise the fourth generation of NCERT textbooks since the
1990s. While the first generation of books were published in the 1990s, between 2002
and 2004, under the NDA government of Atal Bihari Vajpayee, there were ‘pro-Hindutva’
changes. A third generation of textbooks were released between 2006 and 2008 by the
Congress-led government.

After the NDA government assumed power in 2014, and since the past decade, a fourth
generation of textbooks are being moulded that have seen at least three rounds of
revision and will be introduced after the NSTC's nod. Officials said NSTC is working on
new textbooks till Class 12 and could take at least two more years to introduce them.

hitps:/Mww. thehindu, comlnewslnatiorallno«-mrt—texbooks-delayed-ass.s-smdents-mao-to-school-without—bookalaﬁcloﬁssessos.ece
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Education Minister holds review
meeting to look into textbook delay
issue

I'he review was attended by Secretary, School Education and Literacy, NCERT
Director and Chairperson of the CBSE

Jublished - july 0&, 2024 10:12 pm IST = New Delhi

THE HINDU BUREAU
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Jnion Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan held a detailed review on the progress of
-extbook development with senior Ministry officials on Thursday.

(he review was attended by Secretary, School Education and Literacy, NCERT Director and
Chairperson of the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE).

[he review meeting comes a day after The Hindu reported that students of Class 6 have
seen left without any textbooks to study from after there has been a substantial delay in
receiving new Science, Maths and Social Sciences books from the National Syllabus and
fextbook Committee (NSTC) by the National Council of Educational Research and Training
NCERT).

Zven as the new academic year 2024-25 begins in July, as schools have re-opened the
students of Class 6 have no access to textbooks to study the aforementioned subjects.

An official statement from the Ministry of Education has stated that for the academic year
of 2024-25, new and engaging textbooks will be introduced for Classes 3 and 6.

‘Textbook development work is in the final phase and nine textbooks for Grades three and
six are already available. The remaining eight will be available very soon,” the statement
said.

Mr. Pradhan also reviewed the capacity building undertaken for the teachers of Classes 3
ind 6, who will use these new textbooks.

While the NSTC has been tasked to make new textbooks till Class 12, the current academic
7ear will only see the introduction of new textbooks for Classes 3 and 6.
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New Education Policy,
2020 for Class 6 has been

The NCERT had said
that in 2024-25, students of
Clams:iandswouldget
new books.

“While new textbooks '

for Class 3 have hit the mar-
ket, the entire lot for Class
6 has not yet been made
available to students, leav-
lngstudcntswithnowtt
books to study from,” an
official from the Education
Ministry told The Hindu.
Officials said the students
are likely to get the new
books within two months,
LastJuly, the Ministry
constituted the National

'NCERT textbooks for three subjects
of Class 6 will reach students late

Students are likely to get new books in two months. M. KARUNAKARAN.

Syllabus and Teaching
Learning Material Commit-
tee (NSTC) to develop new
textbooks for Classes 3 to
12. It had set an ambitious

only stu-

dents of Classes 3 and 6

will get new texthooks this
academic year.

However, the NCERT
hasnmrecelveddraﬁsof
the new books for social
science, mathematics and

16

NSTC, officials said. Once
theNSTc submits the ap-
proved drafts, the NCERT
can issue a print order and
make the textbooks availa-

< Tubd 2024 ,'qur_ No—14

no clarfty on this yet as the
NSTC has not sent drafts
for publication to the
NCERT.

For Class 3, new books

While the first genera-
tion was published in the
1990s, between 2002 and
2004, under the NDA go-
vernment of Atal Bihari

there were “pro-

2006 and 2008 bytheCon-
gress-led government. /
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STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELH|
he Aam Aadmi (AAP)

Saxena
orders of teachers in Delhi goy-
ernment schools. Delhi
Education Minister Atishi has
instructed the chief secretary to
immediately stop the manda-
tory transfer of 5,000 teachers
who have been teaching in
Delhi 'idw:rnment schoals for
more than 10 years, following
allegations of corruption in the
transfer process.
Al a press conference, Atishi
[ highlighted the detrimental
impgcﬁhc transfer order on
the education system.
“This order is absolutely
' and anti-education. It under-
- mines the hard work of teach-
ers who have transformed
Delhi's government schools

i by
DoE on June 11, titled "Online

mtsfoﬂmnsferoftendun%’
:qaff of the Directorate o

Education", wherein, vide
Clause 16, it was directed that
all teachers who have served for
more than 10 years in the same
school shall co rapply
for transfer, failing which they
will be transferred to any school
by the DoE. Atishi had ordered

on July 1 that no teacher should
be transferred solely because he
has spent more than 10 years in
a_ﬁ:ﬂ;nhnchool.

minister emphasised the
crucial role these teachers play

22

/AAP urges LG to re;rbl}e sci\ooi'

teachers’ rs

s," she said.
referred to the
National Education Policy
(NEP), Wi:nrgct o sfer?g‘
quent or ale tran:
teachers. Stability in teacher
plwem;neis essmt;?l eZor main-
taining the quality of education,
especially for vulnerable student

she said.

Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
leader also raised serious con-
cerns about "corruption” in the
transfer process.

are worrying rts
that bribes have been rarl?;no to
stop the transfers. This 1s

'nt threatens the future
of our children," she said.
The minister called for an
immediate investigation into
these allegations and strict
action against any officials
found

of accepting bribes,
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/NCERT text_booléé |
delay issue: Minister
holds review meeting
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books for

and Textbook Committee
(NSTC) by the NCERT. Even
as schools reopened for
the new academic year in
July, students of Class 6 do
not have access to text-
the three

subjects.
An official statement

" from the Education Minis-

try said that for the aca-
would be introduced for

- Classes 3 and 6. “Textbook

isinthe
ﬁmi and nine text-
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six are.already available.
The remaining eight will be




The dalan sﬂay_ ;8 Tuld 2024, \})mzr Ne. - 2.

LAY

ﬁ‘afts,innovaﬁﬂnpmiectsbym

mess, NCERT to

recreate PankshapeCharcha

SANJAY KAW
NEW DELHI, JULY 4

Amid Neel row, the
NCERT is working on a
proposal  to  recreate
‘Pariksta Pe Charcha’ in a
virlual format via a web
platform, which will host
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi'ssmeeheeandaﬂow

students to * - L
s i i ad “share 2

tive examinations with
the Opposition raistnf

questions on the credibili--
ty of the examination
processes in the country.
he  Opposition  has , post
laken swipes at PM Modi, selfie wall or download
demanding that he should them and share them on
hold one such interaction Y social a...The audilo-
on the medical entrance A rium will feature spe
exﬂmbieotm.ﬂeasweli. Narendra'Modl’s and addresses from the
iched  in 2018, Prime Minister of India
~ Pe Charcha’ vinual&l:tform and esteemed ministers,
: win
ions nec

shmm
crafts, and innnvauon
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businesstoday.in

NCERT's newest Class 6 English
textbook 'Poorvi' turns spotlight on
‘Bharat’, shifting focus from West to
India

Business Today Desk

~3 minutes

In a recent update, the National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) has revealed its newest edition of the
English language textbook for class 6, named 'Poorvi'.

This new educational material marks a significant shift from its
former textbook as it now includes a notable emphasis on content
created by Indian authors set in Indian environments. The move is
part of a broader effort to align with the National Curriculum
Framework (NCF) 2023 and the revised National Education Policy
2020.

The previous NCERT English textbook, titled 'Honeysuckle',
predominantly showcased works by non-Indian authors, with only
a few pieces by Indian writers, the Indian Express reported.

However, 'Poorvi' features nine prose pieces by Indian authors and
incorporates Indian settings, providing students with a more
culturally rooted educational experience. While the new textbook
does include five poems by non-Indian authors, the overall

26
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s newest Class 6 English textbook 'Poorvi' turn spotlight on ‘Bha...

balance has notably shifted towards indigenous content.

Furthermore, a noteworthy addition in 'Poorvi' is introducing the
term 'Bharat' within an NCERT textbook for the first time. The word
'‘Bharat' is featured prominently throughout the chapters, especially
in a section dedicated to 'Culture and Tradition'. The chapter
emphasises the heritage and virtues of 'Bharat', portraying it as a
land of wisdom and valuor that commands respect on a global
scale.

Additionally, the revised textbook incorporates chapters that
explore unconventional uses of spices beyond culinary
applications and delve into the benefits of yoga, showcasing a
holistic approach to education that encompasses cultural elements
and traditional practices.

Although originally slated for release in April and May, the
availability of the new textbooks for classes 3 and 6 has faced
delays. While the class 3 textbooks have hit the shelves, the class
6 materials are still pending release. Amid these developments,
the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has instructed
all affiliated schools to adopt the new syllabus and textbooks for
classes 3 and 6 starting from the upcoming 2024-25 academic
year.

Joseph Emmanuel, the Director of academics at CBSE,
emphasised the importance of transitioning to the updated
educational materials by stating, “Consequently, schools are
advised to follow these new syllabi and textbooks for classes 3
and 6 in place of textbooks published by NCERT till the year
2023." This directive aligns with the educational reforms to provide
students with a more culturally immersive and relevant learning

27
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deccanherald.com

NCERT to recreate PM Modi's
'Pariksha pe Charcha' for virtual
exhibition

PTI

3-4 minutes

New Delhi: Prime Minister Narendra Modi's annual 'Pariksha pe

Charcha' initiative might soon be recreated for a virtual platform,
with the NCERT working on a proposal to develop a portal to
host his speeches and allow students to capture selfies with him
in an interactive 2D/3D environment.

ADVERTISEMENT

The move comes against the backdrop of a raging row over
alleged irregularities in competitive examinations with the
opposition raising questions on credibility of the examination
processes in the country.

The Opposition has taken swipes at Modi, demanding that he
should hold one such interaction on medical enrance exam
NEET issue as well.

The National Council for Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) has released an Expression of Interest (Eol)
document this week to identify vendors for developing the
Virtual Exhibition for Pariksha Pe Charcha.

The plan is to develop a virtual platform with an interactive

28
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2D/3D environment with features to facilitate attendee
engagement and interaction.

The proposal says the plan is to draw at least one crore online
visitors annually.

’

"The aim is to recreate 'Pariksha Pe Charcha' in a virtual format,
allowing audiences from across the country to experience the
event all through the year from the comfort of their homes. The
virtual platform will showcase the arts, crafts, and innovation
projects undertaken by students, providing inspiration and
motivation to others," according to the Eol document.

"The experience will be an immersive 3D/ 2D experience, similar
to the physical exhibition, offering attendees a unique and
engaging virtual environment," it added.

The virtual exhibition will feature an exhibition hall, an
auditorium, a selfie zone, quiz zone and a leader board.

"A dedicated selfie zone could be there to allow attendees to
capture selfies with the Honorable Prime Minister, post them on
a selfie wall or download them and share them on social media.

"The auditorium will feature speeches and addresses from the
Prime Minister of India and esteemed ministers, as well as
essential sessions and discussions necessary for students,” it
added.

The virtual exhibition hall in the proposed web platform will have
booths that will host display projects from students in arts,
crafts, and science.

"Each booth could either feature a 3D/2D avatar of the student
along with their exhibits in interactive 3D/2D format (paintings &
sculptures) or a video recording of the program or a 2D exhibit,”
it added.
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Launched in 2018, 'Pariksha Pe Charcha' (PPC) is an annual
event in which PM Narendra Madi interacts with students,
teachers and parents on ways to tackle exam-related stress.

The seventh edition of PPC in January this year'saw 2.26 crore
registrations and took place. It is streamed live across television
and social media platforms.

Students are selected through an online multiple choice
question competition, themes for which are shared with schools
across the country.

Published 04 July 2024, 18:17 IST
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‘VﬁanSFér of D
be stopped i

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE

NEWDELHI 5 JULy

The Aam Aadmi pa Delhi
State Convenor an Cabi.
net Minister Gopal Rai on Fri-
day alleged that the BJP has
been running a campaign
for several years to stop the
works of the Kejriwal gov-
ernment in Delhi, and this
tme its target was Delhi's edy.
cation model, Rai claimed,
pointing towards the frans-
fer of 5000 teachers.

The AAP has appealed to
the BJPand DelhiLieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Sax-
€na to not affect the bright
ﬁnureofmechildreninDe!hi
who Jm:; in government
schools damaging to the
education model,

He said that the enrire
country was aware that at
present, Delhi's educatjon
model is being discussed
across the globe,

Raifurther daimed that the
government education sys-
't;minmecom‘:’t;ywasslow-

collapsing, while people
had started accepting that

—

g:vernmentmols cannot
improved, whileo, poor
peopﬁe used to sen'gymelr
children to Bovernment
schools, out of compulsion.

efurther claimed that the
AAP government in Delhi
under Kejriwal's leadership
completely changed this
thinking of the people, and

proved that government
schools can become way bet-
ter than private schools.

e

change in the vernment
schaongls of Delh:gowas felt by
¢ whole country and the
world, including Delhi. The
iggest example of this js
that when the US President
came to visit India, his wife,

elhi govt school
mmediatel

N R et

the First of America, first
Wmfi‘gduimofseeme
government schools of Delhi.
Before this, no head of state
of any country had ever
expressedadesiretosefthe
government schools o
duringhisvisitto India.*
However, the senior AAP
further alleged that the
BIP began a campaign to
toppleﬂredtysedluuonsys-
nembywserﬁngmenulpm-
sure on the officials of Delhi,
and the proof is that 5000
teachers were transferred
overnightwithoutanycrite-
ria, he added.
"On June 11, the officials
ofthe educationd ent
issued an order that any

— 5

eachers

Y: Gopal Rai

teacherwho has been teach-
inginaschool formore than
10 years will be transferred
from there to another place,"
Rai said.

“Theydo notknowthat our
teachers are the backbone of
the transformation of the
education system in Delhi,”
the AAP leader added.

The
that
stick used by the bureaucracy
and the corruption of trang-
fer- posting destroyed goy-
emment schools, and clai

that this was eradicated in
Delhi with the efforts of (he
Kejriwal government,

Delhi government Teach-
€IS were given respect and
freedom; they were given
training, and they were
made to feel that these chil-
dren and schools are yours,
he added.

"Itis unde le th
mnndenm#gb at

isnot good then he or she is

Butwithout any

t, more than 5000

teachers were transferred in
just one night," he added.
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Voices

NTA reforms: Balancing school education, coaching
classes

The competitive schooling ecosystem not only takes the mental health trajectory of
students to dizzying levels, but also glorifies a coaching class teacher to trivialise
the schooling class teacher.

For representational purposes only

S Vaidhyasubramaniam

Published on: 07 Jul 2024, 5:00 am <

I can’t help but recall an old teacher’s analogy on the selfless, thankless @
and tireless job of a school teacher. As kids enter school in their N
kindergarten, they sit on the floor with the teacher on the chair at a higher
level. As they progress, they sit on a small bench which later becomes a
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chair only to become a bigger chair with the teacher still in the same chair-
level despite students progressing through differing seating heights.

As the students sit elevated in today’s amphitheatre type gallery classroom,
the teacher is still in the same chair at the bottom-centre elevating
students’ career. Such a noble profession of teaching in schools is at
challenging crossroads today.

The competitive schooling ecosystem not only takes the mental health
trajectory of students to dizzying levels, but also glorifies a coaching class
teacher to trivialise the schooling class teacher. There cannot be a time
more appropriate than now to strike a balance between the two alternatives
to meritocracy—Class XII aggregate or entrance exam scores—neither cuts
the mustard.

The global experiment of having entrance exams for college admissions has
its own evolutionary story—manmade, systemic and also judicial
intervention. In India, it’s a cocktail policy for entrance exams for
admissions to medical, engineering, law, management and other degree
programmes.

Recent efforts like CUET are primitive to be characterised, but popular ones
like JEE-Main, NEET, CAT, CLAT, etc. have resulted in a coaching class
industry that puts certain unicorn success stories to shame. The
questionable narrative that only coaching classes can produce star
performers undermines genuine effort and native intelligence of students.

This unfair characterisations of student abilities during their formative
years is a big demotivator. Students are taxiing in their career runaway
preparing for entrance exams from Class VI onwards with parents and
career counsellors becoming their auto-pilots. In a supply-demand
situation that is widely polarised, the mental strength of India’s
demographic dividend is subjected to avoidable stress creating fatigue and
influencing students’ daily lives.

Advertisement




§ Vaidhyasubramaniam, Vice-Chancellor, SASTRA Deemed University. Filre Photo

The phantasmagorical coaching class industry aka ‘shadow school’ or

‘proxy school’ or ‘school away from school’ has stunted school education __
that is responsible for polishing the contours of student thinking and ( \“],
creativity, a NEP 2020 objective. The high-power committee headed by DIee>
K Radhakrishnan as part of their NTA reform exercise should revitalise

school education, failing which schools shall remain brick- and-mortar
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vintage edifices, while the stentorian chorus for coaching classes create
animated showpieces of artificial success.

One of the largest and oldest college entrance exams, Scholastic Aptitude
Test (SAT) has its own evolutionary story right from its start in 1926. Many
changes have been made to the SAT in the past 30-40 years, some of them
to prevent cheating, some infusing technology and some to put back school
education in the right track. Schools develop creative thinking, reading and
writing skills, etc. besides subject knowledge making the school-going
experience from K to 12 running parallelly strong along with SAT prep
centres.

Admissions to top colleges is based on school scores, SAT scores,
community service, essays, etc. A similar system is prevalent in all non-
medical UG degree admissions worldwide with certain exceptions. For a big
schooling system like India and a bigger rush for college admissions,
competitive exams system for UG admissions certainly needs to balance the
interest of various stakeholders—schools, higher education institutions,
parents, teachers, students, etc. Here are certain fundamental questions as
the NTA reform exercise begins.

Why should entrance exams be multiple subjects based (Maths, Physics,
Chemistry) in a manner that catalyses coaching classes? For UG
admissions, isn’t general reading, writing and mental ability skills with
minimum school learning outcome adequate? Why should schools be
forced to shift gears into the entrance exam mode impoverishing students’
life skills and create irreversible learning outcome loss? Why should
limitless offers be given to students who end up repeaters with rich
experience in cracking entrance exams, shattering hopes of debutants?

Why should entrance exam scores alone be a predictor of merit when there
is a huge socio-economic academic ‘gini’? Why can’t states decide on the
ratio of entrance and Class XII scores for admissions to professional
colleges? Why is technology not positively disrupting the present conduct
of vulnerable entrance exams? Why should teachers struggle for respect
inside classrooms trying to meet unreasonable student-parent demands?
More questions fill the NTA quiver as the reform process begins, witha /Z%
hope that the satisfying answers of the committee ignite aspirational @fi
careers for the millions.

-

S Vaidhyasubramaniam
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Our education system
cries out for a revamp

SANJUKTA DASGUPTA

he fourth among the 17 sus-
tainable development goals
prescribed by the United
Nations for the period 2015-
2030 is Quality Education. It states
“Eliminate all discrimination in edu-
cation” by 2030, "eliminate gender
«disparities in education and ensure
-equal access to all levels of education
:and vocational training for the vulner-
able, including persons with disabili-
ties, indi peoples and child
in vulnerable situations."

What have we done in our
beloved country? Increasingly
instead of universalizing education
and making quality education avail-
able to everyone irrespective of caste,
class, religion and gender, we seem
1o have foregrounded precisely these
negative factors that consolidate
selective, discriminatory education.
We have not been able to address the
sustainable development targets out-
lined by the United Nations, to any
significant degree.

Yet, our newly re-constituted
National Education Policy 2019, has set
itself commendable goals, mission and
vision. It states, "The National Educa-
ton Policy 2019 provides a framework
for the transformation and reinvigora-
tion of the education system in order

vide lifelong opportunities for those
eager to learn.

Yet the alarming rate at which
the sector of our country,

to respond to the requi of fast-
changing, knowledge-based societies
while taking into account the d.lversny

at both the state and national levels,
have recently been demeaned
through d d scams must

of the Indian people, their tradi

cultures, and languages. It seeks to
ensure that human capital, the most
vital form of capital that would fuel the
necessary transformation, is secured
and strengthened. Highest priority is
accorded 1o the task of ensuring uni-
versal access 10 an education of high
quality and breadth that would support
India's continued ascent, progress, and
leadership on the global stage..."

This is 2024. We have six more
years to go, that is till 2030, in which
we can set up targets to achieve the
UN SDGs, which underscore that we
ensure equitable quality education for
everyone wﬂlmg to learn, that is pro-

be addressed with urgency and deter-
mination, so that structural changes
can be introduced and corruption in
the domain of competitive examina-
tions can be weeded out completely.
This of course engages the tricky
question, who will bell the cat.
Fact-finding committees seem to
drag their feet banking on the reliable
fact that public memory is short. We
have also noticed that top leaders of
the country often promote skill devel-
opment and start-ups, Ironically urg-
ing the youth not to look for jobs but
become job creators. We seem to be
multiplying in millions, facing the

tragic plight of Thomas Hardy's Jude
the Obscure, the young man who was
demed quallty education in an elite

] institution b he

was poor and belonged to the working
class. That was in 1895 England. We
can surely do better than that in 21st
century post-colonial India.

Pursyit of knowledge is ignored as
a primitive concept; information seems
to be the preferred search obsession, So
NET, NEET, and all other competitive:
examinations have generated the emer-
gence ofa marketplace for leaking ques-
tions, buying questions and purchasing
jobs. Qualifications, merit and perform-
ance are redundant. It is a world of bro-
kers and fixers who seem to be domi-
nating our education sector. Ifyou huve
the money, you can buy any degree that
you fancy and join any profession of
your choice. This complete lack of ethics

and respect for quality educatlon has

shocked the aspirational educated youth
of our country leading to stress and trau-
ma as well as the desperation to quit
one's own country and prefermbeeome
illegal immigrants.

Students from the worklng class
and lower middle-class homes, many
first-generation leamers.‘ mnstly hav-

This results in humungous edu-
cation loans offered by banks and
other agencies, in some cases selling
of land and gold for the golden oppor-
tunity to learn and eam in star-stud-
ded locations. The super rich are in a
different league, for them it is about
global education, intemauoml Intemn-

in died in ver:
schools, find that they are trapped in
an inescapable maze created by vest-
ed interests.

On the other hand, theprivileged
youth are being seduced tostudy and
settle abroad by parents, teachers md

ships and But
those who fall within the parameters
of the new National Education Policy
need i di it pp
and empathy.

The entire education system in
our beloved country is crying out

international agents who routi
visit private schools waxing eluquen(
about the facllities that universities in
the first world provide. Parents and
thelr wards are invited 10 visit the
cun@n?ﬁ and are even offered froe
| as durlng
break the hostels lie vacant,

for an i diate and thorough
revamp irrespective of profit and
loss, whatever might be the target
dollar economy we may be aspiring
towards,

(e s

mnwmumm )/4
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e :
Chhattisgarh chief minister
Vishnu Deo Saj has directed
the education department to
. Come out with bilingual
books in 18 more local lan-

guages and dialects for inclu-
~sion in the primary
education curricu- |
lum in the state.
“The initiative is a
part of the broader
vision under NEP
(National
Education Policy)
2020 to make edu-
oo
and accessib!
to children in their pative lan-
guages”, the C garh
vernment spoke said.
The key objective behind the
move is to { 2 access
and quality of education in
tribal communities, so that
the children can get educa-
tionintholrm&mtongm
mdmyconmudwimm

announced, while -
s

\ entering
school)” in Baglya village in
Jashpur district in the state.
For thfl:l.kﬂn help of littera-

y | W"pim
- from across the state will be
taken. y¢
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Importance of sustainability in school education

Education plays a crucial role in raising the younger generations' awareness in the right
direction and safeguarding their future sustainability.
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Importance of sustainability in school education
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New Delhi, UPDATED: Jul 8, 2024 12:47 IST

Educating students on environment will promote awareness, address the current
challenges, and help build perspective toward environmental needs with
sustainable development goals. In the present world scenario, there is consensus
that children must be taught values of sustainability so thatthey can help future
generations imbibe the same. From biodiversity to solar energy, there is now a need
to build a greener earth, and in this journey, schools indeed play a key role in
encouraging students to learn new ways to build sustainability.

ADVERTISEMENT

Niru Agarwal, Trustee, Greenwood High International School, will shed some light on
the diverse ways in which schools can help'students be green warriors at an early
age:

TEACHING SUSTAINABLE WAYS OF LIVING

Teaching sustainable ways of living helps in creating a critical mindset among
children. They understand that they need to look beyond the materialistic values of
things and learn to appreciate their intrinsic value. Schools will help students learn
reuse and recycling materials that will prevent wastage and over-production, which
is the principal cause of over-industrialisation and carbon emissions. Recycling has
taken the world by storm and schools need to take measures that will enable
students to further intensify this approach.

STUDENTS SHOULD NOT NEGLECT ENVIRONMENT

MUST READ
T Fatwa, dagger and death: How decrees by clerics are carried out
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TRENDING TOPICS: Mumbai BMW Crash Monsoon Alert NEET Row

The school syllabus can have a mix of theoretical concepts, knowledge and
practical steps that will surely enhance the intellect of students and enable them to
learn new aspects of the environment. Students should not grow up with neglect
about the environment. They must be taught everything there is to know about the
planet and this is best done by incorporating such ideas in a curriculum. This will
create awareness on all aspects of earth and how best to protect it.

LEARNING THRIFT HOLDS FUTURE PROMISE

Living a minimalist lifestyle can teach students how one needs only a handful of
good and well-loved items to live a fulfilling life. Students will have to be shown a
broader view of things when they learn how much they can save the planet by
making better choices. Consumerism is at an all-time high, but teaching children
how to thrift can make them more conscious about wastage and prevent them from
binge buying when they are old enough to buy things for themselves.

SUSTAINABILITY IS BOTH AN INDIVIDUAL AND TEAM EFFORT

Sustainability involves everyone working together in small ways to achieve
something huge. It is both an individual and a team effort. If you can get parents
and guardians involved in your sustainability initiatives, the lessons will go deeper.
This means that everyone needs to be involved and teachers and school leaders
should lead by example.

Whether it is cycle-to-work initiatives, installing solar panels, or bringing lunch in
sustainable packaging, sustainability must be modelled as well as taught. To be
truly sustainable, schools should fully engage with these activities, which means
helping teachers and staff members and going beyond the school gates.

LEARNING PRACTICAL SKILLS IS IMPORTANT

Children and the society's youth should be urged to undertake individual
responsibilities, such as minimising resource usage, composting, reducing over-
consumption, depending on clean energy sources, practising minimalism, and
purchasing local and organic items. Education on sustainability will help them
develop these sustainable life skills and practices.

amazon Shopping
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In conclusion, it can be said that early education, especially at school, will lead to
mature individuals proactively managing global challenges and contributing to a
greener and healthier planet. Students are the future advocates and educating
today's youth is imperative to enable en\}ii:onmental conservation. Education plays
a crucial role in raising the younger generations’ awareness in the right direction
and safeguarding their future sustainability. The right dire(;tion will allow young
people to make conscious decisions and lead a greener lifestyle with evolved
knowledge and understanding of the natural surroundings. =

Published By: Divya Chopra
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Teachers, parents raise concern as NCERT
nudges schools on Viksit Bharat test

A school principal said internal assessments were usually left to the schools. The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has
already issued guidelines on the conduct of internal assessments. The NCERT's question bank has not come to the schools yat

Basant Kumar Mohanty | NewDelhi |  Published 08.07.24, 05:30 AM
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@l‘he NCERT has prepared a question bank and study material on the projects
®undertaken by the Centre under its Viksit Bharat programme and wants schools
to use them in their internal assessments, two government 6fficials have said.

owever, the National Council of Educational Research and Training did not
consult stakeholders such as school boards, students and parents before taking

The Dad Who Killed His Twin Sons:

the decision. Investigating the crime that shook...
£ cna KNOW MORE
School internal assessments carry 20 per cent weightage in the board exams.
Several teachers expressed concern about such a move as Viksit Bharat is a
government programme and not part of the syllabus.
A N

“In internal assessments, the schools award marks for various activities such as
projects, unit tests, home work and quiz, among others. All these activities are
related to the subject taught as part of the syllabus,” said a teacher who did not
wish to be identified.

A school principal said internal assessments were usually left to the schools. The
Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has already issued guidelines on
the conduct of internal assessments. The NCERT’s question bank has not come to
the schools yet.

“It may come as an advisory to schools to follow NCERT's question bank on Viksit
Bharat for internal assessments,” said the principal.

She said the NCERT had not sought any feedback from schools or parents on the
question bank.

A parent said the government was trying to push its agenda among children.

“The schools are giving projects to children regularly on government policies.
Many of them are relevant but some are propaganda. The schools should be
allowed to decide on projects and other activities,” said the parent.
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The NCERT has also prepared five modules on Viksit Bharat to enable students to
get supplementary reading material. These modules in Hindi have been prepared
on themes such as cleanliness, promotion of indigenous Ql:o_ducts, contribution of
physically challenged persons for economic growth, start-ubs as a growth engine
in Amritkal and the policies of the government.

Last year, the education ministry had asked the NCERT to prepare modules on the
government's achievements in recent years in various fields. The NCERT first
published a series of modules on the success of the Chandrayaan mission and had
to undertake revisions to rectify factual errors in the modules.

An email was sent to NCERT director D.P. Saklani to understand the council's
perspective on preparing the question bank without consultation with
stakeholders. His response is awaited.

RELATED TOPICS

[ ViksitBluratJ '[ Narendra Modi Government ' | NCERT |

| Central Board Of Secondary Education (CBSE) | | Education | | Schools |
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L Education minstry. NCERT dossn't differentiate between India & Sharat
£ Pravded by (he fimes of india

EW DELHI: NCERT does not differentiate between India and
N Bharat and duly acknowledges the spirit as enshrined in our
Constitution that recognises both, the ministry of education said cn
Wednesday.,

This reply was shared by junior minister for education, Annapurna
Devi, in response to a written question in Rajya Sabha asked by CPI
(M) member Elamaram Kareem regarding the NCERT panel's

Q. Search the web Q
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“Article 1 of the Constitution of India states that ‘India, that is Bharat,

shall be a Union of States". India's Constitution recognises both

€ ‘India’ and 'Bharat' as the official pames of the country which can be
used interchangeably, NCERT duly acknowledges this spirit as
enshrined in our Constitution and does not differentiate between the

- two," she said. i
= The name Bharat first appeared officially when the government sent
out G20 invites,
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Sumress edm o Mo 1ndis s Education Ministry raviews guidalines far implamantation of baghess days in schools

Education Ministry reviews guidelines for
implementation of bagless days in schools

BTI - Last Updated: Jul 09, 2024, 05.53:00 PM IST @ = A& 0 & B
FOLLOWUS SHARD FONTSRZE SAVE PRINT COMMENT

Synopsis

The Ministry of Education raviewed NCERT guidelines for implementing 5 days in

St A Il e R L R R PhonePe
schools, alming to make learni e experiantial and stre re<. Sug ns include

wacning students about local ecology, testing water purity, and visiting focal e
monuments. The PSSCIVE will fine-tune its guidelines basad on the review, The National Shure & morket
Education Palicy rec :nds & 10-day bagless periad for grades 6-8, focusing on skill

bullding and engaging [tles outside traditional classrooms S I A

ZERO Brokerage'

o - 1 F&O & Equity
The Ministry of Education on Tuesday

reviewed the NCERT guidelines for
implementation of bagless days in
schools and said they will be further
fine-tuned, according to officials. PSS
Central Institute of Vocational 7% B SO MICORNS SUMMIT
Education (PSSCIVE), a unit of the - YT, s
National Council for Educational

L) T A K ST
ATIOR e SECELE ()

O mengaisu | 9 20 %p 2008

Research and Training (NCERT), had ' e
RELATED developed comprehensive guidelines
Development of Class-6 textbooks in . s
final phase, to be available scon: for 1mplement1ng bagless days and
Education ministry make learning in schools more joyful,  Videos
NCERT to recreate PM Modi's ‘Pariksha  €Xperiential and stress-free for
pe Charcha' for virtual exhibition students

#Budget' 2024 with ET

Budget Highlights: Your 2-minute gaide
Tax tweaks, jobs & more: All that FM announced in Budget

FM ‘s plan for Viksit Bharat; A look at key numbers

"Various suggestions were discussed during the meeting, including sensitising  ‘Follow Congress Manifesto, Scrap
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students about the local ecology, teaching them to test water purity, Agneepath..'

recognising local flora and fauna, and visiting local monuments. Based on this  L&TQlnet profitjumps 12% to Rs 2786 ¢r &)
review, PSSCIVE will further fine-tune and finalise its guidelines,” a senior Watch Birla vs Banerjee in Lok Sabha &)
MoE official said.

o«

) rhonepe

The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 had recommended that all
students in grades 6-8 participate in a 10-day bagless period.

share smarket
Open Deenat Alc by 31 July
Get ZERO Brokerage®

on F&O & Equity
il 3™ Dec

O TAP TO WATCH

During this time, students will intern with local skill experts and engage in
activities outside of traditional school settings. This initiative aims to help
students develop an appreciation for the larger ecosystem in which their
school is embedded, the policy had suggested. -
"Bagless Days will be encouraged throughout the year, encompassing a variety
of activities such as arts, quizzes, sports, and skill-based learning.

“Students will gain periodic exposure to activities outside the classroom,
including visits to historical, cultural, and tourist sites, interactions with local
artists and craftsmen, and visits to various educational institutions within
their village, tehsil, district, or state, as mapped by local skilling needs,” the
official added.

Amazon Top Deals amazoni

Visit and survey of vegetable market; charity visit; survey and report writing on
pet care; doodling, kite making and flying; organising a book fair; sitting under
Banyan tree; and visiting a biogas plant and solar energy park are among the
recommended activities in the NCERT guidelines.

#Budget' 2024 with ET

What's cheaper and what's costiler? Here's the list
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New slabs announced in new income tax regime
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[®lshri Dharmendra Pradhan calls upon States to
w( work together for building a collaborative
i education system

in

Education is a key pillar of the goal of Viksit
Bharat - Shri Dharmendra Pradhan

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan highlights shift
towards competency-based education system in
the country

Shri Dharmendra Pradhan stresses on the
importance of education in mother tongue and
Indian languages

Posted On: 09 JUL 2024 2:17PM by PIB Delhi

Union Education Minister Shri Dharmendra Pradhan today addressed the inaugural session of review
meeting of Department of School Education and Literacy with States and Union Territories. Minister
of State for Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary also addressed the gathering. Secretary, DoSE&L, Shri
Sanjay Kumar; Additional Secretaries, Shri Vipin Kumar and Shri Anandrao V. Patil; other officials
of the Ministry, Principal Secretary/Secretary and SPD/Directors of several States/UTs, heads and
representatives of the NCERT, SCERTS, Kendriya Vidyalaya, Navodaya Vidyalaya, CBSE, etc. were
also present at the meeting.
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He urged that both States and Centre have to work as a team to strengthen the education ecosystem as

Il as to replicate and amplify best-practices from across all States/UTs. He called upon all
nkeholders in States/UTs to work cohesively for strengthening capacities, building a collaborative
ducation system and leveraging education as the key pillar of Viksit Bharat.

also spoke about the emotional connect one shares with their school teachers and the importance

teachers’ capacity building in making our educational ecosystem more vibrant. Speaking about
@mpetency-based education, he said that we must also augment our s’killing capacities to increase
_e_mployability.

;’_x‘ieaking at the event Shri Jayant Chaudhary said that NEP 2020 is the most ambitious and
ogressive policy document. He also highlighted how improving GER and taking it to 100% is
tremely important and students from the economically and socially backward, tribal communities

must be included in the formal educational system. He also spoke about other ambitious programmes

of the Ministry such as PM SHRI and invited states to be a part of the programme.

Shri Sanjay Kumar, in his address, mentioned that the main aim of the review meeting will be
reviewing NEP 2020 and its implementation in the states and alignment of the flagship schemes of
the Ministry such as the Samagra Siksha, PM SHRI, PM Poshan, ULLAS, etc. with the Policy, he
added. He also said that the meeting will also help in developing the roadmap for the coming five
years.

During the meeting, discussion will be held on the five-year action plan; 100 days action plan; on
status of the progress of infrastructure and civil works, ICT and Smart classrooms under Samagra
Shiksha for all States/UTs; discussion on the status/setting up of VSK & 200 channels; finalization of
UDISE+ for 2023-24; Best Practices; discussion on DIET: upgradation as Centers of Excellence; and
need for Tobacco Control and implantation of TOFEI guidelines in Schools.
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Confusion over revised NCERT
textbooks for Classes VI,IX and XI
leave teachers in a tizzy

As there are talks of textbooks being revised in the next academic year too,
printers are inclined to print only the exact number of copies required to
prevent excess stock, leaving schools in a tough spot two months into the
new academic year

Updated - July 10,2024 02:49 pmIST Published - July 09, 2024 09:53 pm IST - Chennai

MEGHNA M.

The vendors in the South who are facing a shortage must inform our Bangalore centre, so that adequate stock
can be made available to them, say NCERT officials. | Photo Credit: FILEPHOTO

Confusion prevails in Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) schools in the State
as teachers are unsure of the availability of National Council of Educational Research
and Training (NCERT) textbooks for Classes VI, IX, and XI. Teachers have sent digital
copies of the books to parents and asked them to take printouts.

The Union Ministry of Education had announced earlier this year that revised

textbooks for Class VI would be release<5i éor the academic year 2024-25. Now, it is



reported that the textbooks for Class VI would take another two months. So far, only e-
content textbooks for English and Hindi have reached the students, which was released
10 days ago. “This has been a gruelling experience, especially when we are trying to
minimise screen time and advocate active learning. Now, we have to resort to teaching
through screens and PDFs,” said a teacher from a private schopl.

It was reported that textbooks for Classes IX and XI would also be developed by the
Ministry and hence, the teachers had decided to wait, while some of them opted to stick
to previous years’ books.

“Most schools in Tamil Nadu use private publishers for Class VI and use NCERT
textbooks from Class IX onwards. It was not communicated properly by the CBSE
whether only Classes III and VI would receive revised textbooks or Classes IX and XI
would also be included. We had printed over 5,000 copies of a unit in English for
students,” a teacher from a private school said. The miscommunication has cost many
schools much, as they have missed placing textbook orders earlier.

Since there are talks of textbooks being revised in the next academic year too, printers
are inclined to print only the exact number of copies required to prevent excess stock,
leaving schools in a tough spot two months into the new academic year.

“Apart from Class IX english and geography textbooks, Class XI computer science,
chemistry and history textbooks are also not printed. The parents are very agitated
regarding the delay in Class VI textbooks too,” said N. Vijayan, correspondent of Zion
Matriculation Higher Secondary School.

Speaking to The Hindu, senior officials at NCERT said, “We have our regional
distribution centre for the Southern region in Bangalore. There is a possibility that
books which were made available since April, have now been sold out, The vendors in
the South, who are facing a shortage, must inform our Bangalore centre, so that
adequate stock can be made available.”

Four lakh copies of geography textbooks, and 7.5 lakh copies of two English textbooks
have been distributed in the market for Class IX. For Class XI, 1.9 lakh copies of two
political science textbooks, 20,000 copies of computer science textbooks, 7.3 lakh
copies of chemistry textbooks and one lakh copies of history textbooks have been
distributed, according to data shared by NCERT.
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Education Minister Pradhan Urges States To Work
Together To Strengthen Education System

’

Union Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan on Tuesday addressed
a review meeting of the Department of School Education and Literacy,
attended by representatives from states and Union Territories.

Pradhan outlined a five-year roadmap for revamping school
education in India. He called for a collaborative effort between the
states and the centre to strengthen the education ecosystem and
replicate best practices nationwide. Pradhan highlighted the
emotional bond between students and their teachers and emphasized
the importance of teacher capacity building to enhance the vibrancy
of the educational system. The minister also spoke on the need to
boost skilling capacities to improve employability.

Reflecting on nearly four years since the introduction of the National
Education Policy (NEP), Pradhan pointed out the policy’s role in
transforming India into a knowledge superpower while ensuring
equitable access to quality education.
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The minister also underscored the importance of education in Indian
languages, in line with NEP 2020's emphasis on instruction in the
mother tongue. He urged stakeholders to uphold the policy’s core
principles of access, equity, quality, affordability, and accountability in
education. 5

The education minister stressed the need to prepare global citizens for
the 21st century, driven by rapid technological advancements. He
advocated for an education system that is both rooted in tradition and
forward-looking, highlighting the importance of technology readiness
and critical thinking in schools.

The agenda for the meeting included discussions on a five-year action
plan, a 100-day action plan, the status of infrastructure and civil works,
ICT and smart classrooms under Samagra Shiksha for all States and
UTs, the status and setup of VSK and 200 channels, finalizing UDISE+ for
2023-24, upgrading DIET as Centers of Excellence, and the need for
tobacco control and implementation of TOFEI guidelines in schools.
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Pradhan called for the basicspirit of NEP to ensure Access, Equity, Quality, Affordability

STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
Ni:'t_v DELHI 9 JULY

nion Education
Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan
said here on Tues-
day that the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020
emphasises the importance
of education in the mother
tepgue and all Indian lan-
gUAges.
sAddressing the inaugural
segslon of a review meeting
ofthe Department of School
Education and Literacy with
states and Union Territories,
Pradhan called for the basic
spifit of NEP to ensure Access,
Egbity, Quality, Affordabili-
d Accountahilityin edu-

:ﬁn.
¢ 1nion education min-

ister shared his thoughts on
the roadmap for the next five
years for the holistic devel-
apiment of school education
across India. He said educa-
tionis key to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s vision of
Viksit Bharatand called upon
states & UTs to work togeth-
er to achieve this goal.

"In almost four years of
National Education Policy, the
education ecosystem in the
countryhas made tremendous
progress and the implemen-

tation of the NEP is the key
to transforming Bharat into
aknowledge superpower and
enabling equitable and inclu-
sive access to quality educa-
tion,” he added.

He said India is a young
country and "our challenge
is to make global citizens for

the 21st century world which
israpidly changing and being
driven by technology”.

"Ensuring an education
system thatis both rooted and
futuristic is our collective
responsibility," the minister
further added.

He also called for tech-

nology readiness in schools
withaholistlcapproach and
ensuring critical thinking
among students,

Pradhan urged both the
states and the Centre to work
as a team to strengthen the
education ecosystem as well
as to replicate and amplify best
practices from across all
states/UTs.

He called upon all stake-
holdersin states/UTs to work
cohesively to strengthen
capacities, build a collabo-
ralive education system, and
leverage education as the
key pillar of Viksit Bharat, He
also spoke about the emo-
tional connection one shares
with his/her school teachers
and the importance of teach-
ers' capacity building in mak-
ing our educational ecosys-
tem more vihrant,

On the competency-based
education, he said, "We must
also augment our skilling
capacities to increase 5
ability.”
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Odisha

800 schools to be upgraded under PM SHRI in
Odisha

A rooted, futuristic, multilingual and 21st century education is a collective
responsibility.

Union Minister Jayant Singh Chaudhury after signing of the MoU on Tuesday

Express News Service

<

Updated on: 10 Jul 2024,9:10 am - 1 min read

PM SHRI Schools (PM Schools for Rising India) in alignment with the
National Education Policy (NEP).

BHUBANESWAR: As many as 800 schools of the state will be developed 1n6=3

63



The MoU was signed between Union Minister of state for Education Jayant
Singh Chaudhury and commissioner-cum secretary of state School and
Mass Education department Aswathy S on Tuesday.

The PM SHRI schools are NEP-2020 exemplar schools. Two schools in
every block and urban areas of the state will be developed into PM SHRI
schools and these educational institutions will reflect the curriculum that
has been recommended in the NEP-2020. The initiative’aims to enhance
the infrastructure and quality of existing schools under Central and state
governments, local bodies, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan, and Navodaya
School Society.

Earlier, addressing the review meeting of the department of School
Education and Literacy with different states and union territories, Union
Education Minister Dharmendra Pradhan said implementation of NEP in its
entirety, large-scale use of technology and improving learning outcomes
remains central to transforming Bharat into a knowledge superpower and
enabling equitable and inclusive access to quality education.

Arooted, futuristic, multilingual and 21st century education is a collective
responsibility. He said both state and the Centre have to work as a team to
strengthen the education ecosystem as well as replicate and amplify best
practices from across all states/UTs.

A release by the Ministry of Education stated that the PM SHRI Schools will
serve as model institutes for the other schools in the state and encapsulate
the spirit of NEP-2020.

Follow The New Indian Express channel on WhatsApp

Download the TNIE app to stay with us and follow the latest

NEP PM SHRI
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Iarification on misleading news item regarding
@ NCERT Textbooks

[HAIl Grade 6 textbooks will be made available by
NCERT within July 2024

For all classes other than 3 and 6, there is no
change to the existing curriculum or textbooks

Posted On: 10 JUL 2024 3:23PM by P18 Delh|

With reference to the news item published in The Hindu dated 9th July 2024 titled “Confusion over
revised NCERT textbooks for classes VI, IX and XI leave teachers in a tizzy™ it is clarified that the

news item is factually incorrect and misleading.
The article mentions that:

1. Class VI NCERT textbooks would take anotl}er 2 months to reach students

2. It was not communicated properly by the CBSE whether only classes III and VI would receive

revised textbooks or classes IX and XI would also be included.

3. Class IX English & geography and class XI computer science, chemistry and history textbooks

are not printed

To allay any misgivings and for greater clarity, the following is reiterated —

1. All Grade 6 textbooks will be made available by NCERT within July 2024. The 2-month
dateline being referred to is incorrect. In order to provide adequate time to teachers and
students for hands-on experiences under experiential learning perspectives and to ensure
smooth transition for both teachers and students from old to new curriculum, NCERT has

already made available a month-long bridge programme in all the 10 subject areas for Grade 6,
which is being used for teaching at present.

2. In March 2024 itself, it had been informed vide CBSE’s circular no. Acad. 29/2024 dated
March 22, 2024 that for all classes other than 3 and 6, there is no change to the existing
curriculum or textbooks. In light of misleading information, schools have once again been
advised by CBSE to continue using the same textbooks for these classes as they did in the

previous academic year (2023-24).

3. RPDC Bangalore caters to all South Indian States including Tamil Nadu. Title-wise demand of
Class 9 and 11 textbooks received from RPDC Bangalore has been met by NCERT Publication
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division and no shortage has been reported by RPDC Bangalore.
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The Statesman fvaa

Govt terms media reports on delayed NCERT
textbooks ‘incorrect’ and ‘misleading’ -

Govr clarification came after a media report claimed that Class IX English & geography and class X1 computer science,
chemistry and history textbooks are not printed.

win |

0000

he Ministry of Education on Wednesday refuted a recent media report regarding NCERT textbooks, saying
all grade 6 textbooks will be made available by NCERT within this month,

The Ministry's clarification came amid the media report claiming Class VI NCERT textbooks would take another 2
meonths to reach students and it was not communicated properly by the CBSE whether only classes (11 and VI would
receive revised textbooks or classes IX and XI would also be included. The media report further claimed that Class
IX English & geography and class XI computer science, chemistry and history textbooks are not printed.

“It is clarified that the news item is factually incorrect and misleading;” the Ministry said in a statement.

Advertisement
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from Rs3,903 &

“All Grade 6 textbooks will be made available by NCERT within July 2024. The 2-month dateline being referred to is
incorrect. In order to provide adequate time to teachers and students for hands-on experiences under experiential
learning perspectives and to ensure smooth transition for both teachers and students from old to new curriculum,
NCERT has already made available a month-long bridge programme in all the 10 subject areas for Grade 6, which is
being used for teaching at present." the Ministry said.

Mumbeai to Scattle / Tacoma International
from Rs59,340

Mumbsai to Dubai
from Rs13,133

Guwahati to Shillong
from Rs688 [

“In March 2024 itself, it had been informed via CBSE's circular no. Acad. 29/2024 dated March 22, 2024 that for all
classes other than 3 and 6, there is no change to the existing curriculum or textbooks. In light of misleading
information, schools have once again been advised by CBSE to continue using the same textbooks for these classes
as they did in the previous academic year (2023-24)," it said.

“RPDC Bangalore caters to all South Indian States including Tamil Nadu. Title-wise demand of Class 9 and 11
textbooks received from RPDC Bangalore has been met by NCERT Publication division and no shortage has been
reported by RPDC Bangalore,” the Ministry added.
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News
CBSE Syllabus 2024-25: Curriculum Changes Only

for Classes 3 and 6
The board has instructed all affiliated schools to continue teaching the old
curriculum and textbooks for all classes except 3 and 6.

CBSE shiksha sadan  Sakal Media Group

Shivraj Sanas

Published on: 12 Jul 2024, 8:00 pm
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y
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Q. Pune: The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) has announced changes to
the curriculum and textbooks for the academic year 2024-25, but only for classes 3
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and 6.

No changes have been made to the curriculum for any other classes. The CBSE
clarified this through a circular, addressing confusion among affiliated schools
regarding the curriculum.

’

The board has instructed all affiliated schools to continue teaching the old curriculum
and textbooks for all classes except 3 and 6. The National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) has informed CBSE that new cu rricula and textbooks
are being prepared for classes 3 and 6.

All textbooks for class 6 are expected to be available by the end of July, and schools
have been advised to follow the new curriculum once available.

The CBSE has adopted the "National Curriculum Framework - School Education
2023" and schools are expected to implement the recommendations provided.

The annual curriculum for classes 9 to 12 has already been announced, including
learning outcomes, pedagogical methods, and assessment guidelines. Schools are
required to teach students according to this curriculum.

The development of new curricula and textbooks for classes 3and 6is currently
underway. The NCERT informed CBSE on March 18, 2024, that the process will be
completed soon.

Additionally, NCERT has developed a bridge course for class 6 and concise guidelines
for class 3, in line with the new educational approach and as mentioned in the National
Curriculum Framework.

Enjoyed reading The Bridge Chronicle?

Your support motivates us to do better. Follow us on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter to stay updated with
the latest stories.

You can also read on the go with our Android and iOS mobile app.

CBSE Syllabus 2024-25 Curriculum Changes

Central Board of Secondary Education
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'Sumoorvillage onancient trade route

] declared 'Book Vlllage of Ladakh

| STATESMAN NEWS SERVICE
NN, IS SULY

In a landmark event, the
Sumoor Village on theancient
traderoute between Chinaand

' Ladakh has been officially

declaredas the '"Book Village
of Ladakh',

The laurich was done by f

Ladakh Autonomous Hill
Development  Council

(LAHDC) Deputy Chairman

Tsering Angchuk, and Leh
Deputy Commissioner San-
tosh Sukhadeve, who inau-
gurated the first book village
of Ladakh on Monday,

This initiative led by the Vil-
lage Lab Foundation, Ladakh

| and supported by LAHDC

Leh, aims to transform
education through innovative
approaches.

The project has success-
fullyinstalled lsmmlﬁbmries
across Sumoor vill
developedadedicatedlibmry
cum reading centre.

The Deputy Commissioner
lauded the efforts of Rigzen
Wangmo, educator and
founder of the Village Lab
Foundation(VLF), Ladakh.

DC Sukhadeve congrat-

ulated the people of Sumoor
village for their collaborative
work and expressed his com-
mitment to enhancing the
project with digita]lletg;:
nologies to reach new:

The event commenced
with a reading session led by
Tibetan writer, Tenzin T'sun-
due, and VLF volunteer,
Stanzin Norboo. The session
was followed by vibrant cul-
tural performances and

s 4
Educator and founder of

VLF Ladakh, Wangmo

_across
Ladakh, Councillorof Tigger

constituency, Rigzin Lhundup;
SDM Nubra, and the Zonal
Education Officer of Nubra
were also present on the occa-
sion.
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Karnataka

Let kids pick advanced, basic maths in SSLC: Panel

Experts also discussed strategies to improve teacher training, curriculum
development and student assessment.

Image used for representation.

Express News Service

Updated on: 17 Jul 2024, 8:24 am - 1 min read <

BENGALURU: A committee formed to improve education in state board

schools with various experts and stakeholders has raised serious concerns ...
over the curriculum, exam pattern, poor SSLC results and government
saving face with grace marks. X
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/ During a round table on Monday, the committee discussed the overhauling

~ needed in state board schools. Key highlights included the need for a
curriculum that is on par with other boards, like ICSE and CBSE,
implementation of the National Currieulum Framework (NCF), creation of a
similar pattern along the lines of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) and changing the syllabus for maths and
science.

J

It suggested that students should be given the option to select either
Standard Math or Basic Math at the secondary level to improve their scores.
Experts also discussed strategies to improve teacher training, curriculum
development and student assessment.

D Shashikumar, Secretary, of Associated Managements of Primary and
Secondary Schools (KAMS), said the curriculum needs improvement and
the implementation of NCERT curriculum is necessary for pre-primary and
primary students.

“A balance between state and national curriculum is pivotal, and the state
government should take necessary steps to do that,” he said. Infrastructure
in state board schools, especially government institutions, needs to be
improved, he added.

Follow The New Indian Express channel on WhatsApp

Download the TNIE app to stay with us and follow the latest

maths school curriculum
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@ What has the |
Centredone?

THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT has ]
stopped release of funds under the
Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA) —
the umbrella programme for

school education — to three
opposition-ruled states after

they refused to implement the ‘
Centre’s PM SHRI (Prime J
Minister’s Schools for Rising

India) scheme. The SSA scheme
(which subsumes the earlier Sarva
Shiksha Abhiyan) supports
implementation of the Right of
Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act, 2009.

The clamp on funds follows the
refusal of the three states — West
Bengal, Delhi,and Punjab — to
sign a memorandum of '
understanding with the Union )

|

ministry of human resource

Why Centre has cut off
school funds to 3 states

B 5 O i B o IR e T

RELATIONS

]

NOTRELEASEDTO
WEST BENGAL, WHILE
DELHIAND PUNJAB

development (HRD) confirming
their participation in PM-SHRI.
Education department authorities ARE YETTO GET
of the three states have written to . . . 330 CR&RSISCR,
the Centre seeking release of the Government schools in Delhi, Punjab and West Bengal RESPECTIVELY
nding funds under SSA. 5
e Et,,m;;';;,;o,,_m are staring at a funds crunch after the Centre halted THIS HAPPENED.
i ‘“g;‘g“;’;ﬂ‘;— disbursal of funds under the Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan. s&:‘;ﬁﬁm:::o
ave, T, agTe Z 4 Di
for the scheme. | Banasree Purkayastha explains what led to this S1cN UPEORTHE
CENTRE'S PM-SHRI
PROGRAMME
e Why have the three states refused to sign up for PM-SHRI? _
DELHIAND PUNJAB, ruled by the Aam Policy (NEP).According to an Indian Ambedkar Schools Of Specialized i b 5
Aadmi Party, have declined to participate  Express report, Punjab had signed the Excellence (DBRA-SOSE). ’ SCHOOLS TO BE
in the PM-SHRI scheme, asserting they MoU in October 2022 and agreed to West Bengal,where the Trinamool UPGRADED INTO
already run a similar scheme for implement PM-SHRIbut theAamAadmi  Congressisin power, objected to prefixing NEXEMPLAR"
hools call hools of "PM-SHRI"to the names of its schools, INSTITUTIONS

decided to opt out.
grigs)

sch

Eminence’, “Schools of Brilliance”and

7
The Delhi

“Schools of Happines ",i'ﬂd hese are

tion runs the Rajkiya Pratibha Vikas

d as Dr. Bhim Rao

alignedwith the

200 O

V

'y

@ 00 O

of

given that the Centre is not the sole

sponsorof these schoolsand the s
also making a 40% financial contri tﬁ:‘

UNDER PM-SHRI

<00 O

’ -

nding’

o Howmuch moneyis pet™ " =, ;s amounty
i1e for 3
THETHREE STATES havealleged they  perd d !Il;go crore, for PUﬂUltayet
areyet toreceive the third and fourth toarou™ the SSA funds a i
instalments of SSA funds for west Beng:l:,ver 2515 crored 6
2023-24's October-December and refeased 3T e, 1es) ctivel)"’rh's] letters
January-March periods. The three 1000 Cm:h’em to send severa istry l
states have further alleged that they pron“P' ders to the HRD ml‘l;n |
andrer ] ase of pending fues

have not received the funds for the

mi
current financial year's April-June for the I |
|

?
e What is the PM-SHRI programme ¢

PM-SHRI IS A centrally sponsored
scheme for developing government
schools as exemplary institutions to
showcase the implementation of the
National Education Policy. More than
14,500 schools managed by the
Centre/ state/ Union Territory (UT)/
local bodies including Kendriya
Vidyalaya Sangathan and Navodaya
Vidyalaya Samiti are to be upgraded
and improved into “exemplar”
institutions under this programme,
with more than 20 lakh students to

enefit the scheme.T! he
bud‘mryﬁo:mayfor PM-SHRI s 9%
- Ooocmreforﬂve years (202;—

O -27),withstates shouldering
- fthe financial purdenand the
42::!: buting the rest.The
f patternis 90 (Centre):10
(state) fornorth eastern and mealatzan
statesand UT of J&Kand 100% forthe
UTswithout legislature. After 2026-27,
it shall be the responsibility of the »4
states/UTs to continue to maintain g
benchmarks achieved by these schools.

T — T ——— T T

o Will this hit education in these states?

WITHNO RESOLUTION yet to the
stalemate, the financial crunch is likely
to hit school activities in the three states,
espedially disbursal of salaries to
government school teachers. Indian
[Express has quoted Punjab education
ister Harjot Singh Bains saying that
“every effort was made tosolve this issue
amicably”, but “with the Centre holding
state’s funds, it seems itwould be
difficult to pay salaries in the coming
months”. Earlierin March, Punjab'’s
education secretary Kamal Kishor Yadav
Yadavhad written to his central
government counterpart Sanjay Kumar

New Delhi q

pointing out that“there is no balancein
theSingle Nodal Account of Samagra
Shiksha due towhich payments for
some activities are pending, including
employees’salaries™
In Dethialso, salaries foraround

2,400 teachers working in MCD
primaryschoolsand 700 staffers
working on the SSA programme are
sourced from the SSA funds.Ina post
onX, formerly Twitter, West Bengal
education minister Bratya Basu had

earlier said itwas “unethical and illegal

tolink the release of funds of one
schemewith a separate scheme”. /
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In India, education is a subject in the concurrent list of the seventh schedule of the Indian Constitution and
thus, school education falls under the jurisdiction of both the Union and State governments, At the central
level, the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 2009, passed by the Parliament of India, establishes a framework for
the governance of schools, However, the educational landscape in India is characterised by a web of .
approximately 145 Acts enacted by states to regulate school education, resulting in a plethora of laws and Upcomlng
policies governing the sector. Events

Edupreneurs have to go through a complex, multi-stage process in order to set up schools in India.
Regulations in setting up schools (location, infrastructure, qualification criteria for teachers, procedural
approvals) and fixing fees have stifled the growth of private schools capable of providing good quality 1
education. According to the Annual Survey of Education Report (ASER) 2023 by NGO Pratham, 25% of the =
youth aged 14-18 years in India cannot proficiently read a class I textbook. The multiplicity of laws has :
compounded the challenges, particularly affecting aspiring teachers who face non-uniform qualification E
criteria and other legal restrictions for appointment. This coincides with the data by UNESCO, which reports :
an acute shortage of 11 lakh teachers.

View All Events

Private schools with improved teacher-student ratios are compelled to cap fees or levy charges comparable ta
government schools, further emphasising the challenges within the system. The existing regulatory
environment inadvertently impedes the establishment of an education ecosystem where low-cost subsidised
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education can seamlessly coexist with thriving private schools, This prevents the sector from catering to
diverse soclal categories based on specific needs. In 2020, the New Education Policy was rolled out, which
proposes a new roadmap for the holistic development of students and good quality education.

Through the study, CPPR will be able to suggest targeted solutions to ease legal barriers and facilitate a
market-driven, demand-based education system which can provide quality education to students. The study
aims to suggest policy changes that would enable edupreneurs to set uﬁec’houls based on the learnings from
state regulations that have existed for decades.

Project Objectives

+ Develop and propose policy recommendations to create a more cenducive environment for
eduprencurs

« Examine the existing laws, rules, and state education policies to identify barriers that hinder the
establishment and operation of budget schools

« Study how edtech is promoted in the NEP and its impact on unrecognised schools, and examine
how these initiatives arc integrated into state policies

« Tacilitate discussions among government stakeholders, academia, civil society, and industry
experts ta gather insights and build consensus on necessary policy changes.
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Centre for Public Policy Research (CPPR) is a think tank dedicated to extensive and in-depth research on current economic, social and
political issues.
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First Floor, ‘Mandoli House', New Link Road, (Opp. Metro Pillar 821), Elamkulam,
Kochi-20, Kerala, India

< 9197457 09174

General: cppr@cppr.in
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NCERT Proposes Cumulative Credits, Demand-based
Exam System to Assess Students in Classes 9 to 12 Indic

* Reported By Vatsals Swrangl - Newstdcom - Last Updated: JULY "4, 2004, U9: « New Delhi India HOME

PARAKH, a national assessment centre, has developed
the Holistic Progress Card (HPC) for the four years of
secondary school {classes 9, 10 11 and 12), and has

recommended its implementation

— shorts
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PARAKH, a constituent unit of the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), has proposed i I:,e,: :,::':,,:
a ‘Cumulative Credit System’ to assess the performance of students from classes 9 to 12, including their board . The search ¢
exams, for holistic progress monitoring. The Council is set to meet state boards of education next week for transformed
deliberations on the same, upon which each board will prepare their own roadmap to implement the system of €
assessment for these senior classes, News18 has learnt.
PARAKH, a national assessment centre, has developed the Holistic Progress Card (HPC) for the four years of _;A-IIT/IB_I
secondary school (classes 9, 10 11 and 12), and has recommended its implementation for which it is liaising with
52 recognised school boards including CISCE (erstwhile ICSC) and CBSE. 5
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The proposal has been presented to the Ministry of Education (MoE), which is yet to take a call on the same, it has | T :
been learnt. | i a
o ! | [ i . LATEST NEWS __
The HPC, developed in line with the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, is a comprehensive assessment of <5t
students throughout the year. PARAKH has developed the HPCs for different phases of school education, of Argh
beginning with foundational stages (up to grade 2), preparatory stage (grades 3 to 5) and middle school (classes 6 i Discrit
to 8). While the Council has asked states to implement HPCs for up to middle school earlier this year, the progress o
card for secondary school was released this June. ‘Can Li
Can't!
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The HPC considers feedback from peers, parents, as well as self-assessment of students to track their progress in
different domains throughout the year. For senior classes, the progress card also includes parameters such as their
plans for future, career choices, vocational skills that they have acquired or plan to pursue. It is a futuristic
document, which asks students their thoughts on how they see themselves 10 years from te present and how
they could improve society through their achievements in life.
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“For implementation of the secondary stage HPC, we will be having regional meetings with members of the state
school boards, who were also involved in developing the framework. We will be interacting with the boards to
include the class 10 Board exam marks in the cumulative system of assessment. So, there will be credits for
activities done in class 9, for example, a research project for which a student has overall put in say 30 hours, they
will get one credit for it,” said Prof Indrani Bhaduri, CEO of PARAKH.

You May Like
Invest in M3M Mansion at 4.67Cr* & Get Discounts up to 40L"
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Under the cumulative system, state boards are being told to prepare & question bank, which will have rubrics for

assessment for transparency. The boards will also devise a blueprint, using which the teachers of classes 9 and 11

will prepare question papers for the year-end examinations from the Question Bank provided, while in classes 10

and 12 there will be board exams. At the end of class 12, students will have credits for various projects and -
activities, done throughout secondary stage in their holistic progress card. This will also be linked to their APAAR | Ind’(
ID (a unigue identification number being allotted to students in the school system to store their credentialsina | HOME
digital format) and Digi locker, which they can use any time in the future.

Prof Bhaduri said, “This will also help the state boards have a semblance of equivalence for assessment. It will
have both formative (learner’s concepts being formed) and summative (term-end assessment). Currently, the ratio
for external and internal assessment is 80:20, which will change once this system is brought in. This kind of

progress tracking will help learners not to stress and will also lessen their curriculum load.” Horoscope
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Through this, she added, PARAKH has suggested the school boards to go for a more demand-based exam system, SITU ATION
which means students can take an exam when they are ready for it. If a question bank is available along with the

blueprint, the teachers will be able to prepare question papers for the year end examinations in classes 9 and 11 DONT LlE
and, thereby, prepare the students for the board examinations.”

Upon deliberations, each of the state boards will prepare a roadmap for implementation of the cumulative system, g

training of teachers for the same as well as translating the HPCs in their respective medium of instruction will janhvi Kapoor's Take O
ensue. Internet Talking But W
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" Californialaw on gen

AJOY SINHAKARPURAM
NEW DELHI. JULY 18

/Wmmmmwm
o prohibit schools from sharing informa-
e % s

consent,

The policy was part of the Support
Academnic Futures and Educators for Today’s
Youth Act or the SAFETY Act. Gavin
Newsom, California’s Democrat Governor,
signed it into law on July 15.

Suppmtusoﬂhelawluvehalednas

g the pri-

mation about their child’s activities at
school. A Southern California school

which is a local body for administering
schools in a given area, sued Newsom on

Tuesday, The Associated Press reported.
founder Elon Musk said ina post
on X that his company would move its
from Hawthorne in California
to Starbase in Texas due to “thislaw and the
many others that preceded it, amckmg
both families and companies™.

What the California law says
The SAFETY Act came after several
sdwdummCahfmuapmdpolns
requiring parents to be notified if a child re-
qumdmdnrumeirgndaidmﬁﬁca-
tion, The AP reported. It contains a series of
dedarations and the reasoning for leaving it
to students to decide when to disclose their
pdendanlyandtowhom
These decisions, it states, “are deeply

Clause (f) of the law’s Section 2 states
that “Policies that require outing pupils
without their consent violate pupils' rights
to privacy and self-determination.” Clause
(g) says. “Pupils have a constitutional right
to privacy when it comes to sensitive infor-
mation about them, and courts have af-

14

deridentities. Clause (d) says, “Studies con-
firm that LGBTQ+ youth thrive when they
have parental support and feel safe sharing
their full identities with them, but it can be
harmful to force young people to share their
full identities before they are ready”.
Building on this, clause (e) says: “Policies

firmed that young people that forcibly out pupils with-
have aright to keep personal 2’ ¢=1W:\{|\'|5ip)] outtheirconsent remove op-
information private.” PL portunities for LGBTQ+young

In July 2023, a US District GLOBAL people and their families to
Court Judge dismissed a chal- build trust and have these

lenge to Chico Unified School District’s pol-
icy of notdisclosing students’ genderiden-
tities to their parents. The judge observed,
"Dnsmctstaﬁaredlmctzdmafﬁnnastu-
dent andp and
disclose that information only to those the
student wishes, with an exception for the
student’s health.”

Section 2 also contains other declara-
tions regarding students sharing their gen-

conversations when they are ready.”

What it says on obllgatlons
‘The SAFETY Act places several

on the State Department of Education. For
children in grades 7 to 12, “The department
shall develop resources, or, as appropriate,
update existing resources, for supports and
ccommunity resources for the support of par-
ents, guardians, and families” of LGBTQIA+

88

der |dent|ty inschools: the proVIsmns ad the debate

The intense debate
A spol(esman for Governor Newsom
said the law “protects the child-parent
relationship by politicians and
msnﬁnmnmompmte!y_mm
mnynmmsmdmemmm
tnll.whenmd how families have deeply
conversations™.

oes.cwnseﬂxmsaw:es.andsmc ;
vention pohices. e
Section 4 states that school districRe
nals.mdudmgmembersofmewv
board, “shall not in any manner reta
take adverse action against any emp
for actions performed “in a manner

tent with the recommendations night to know what their minor 4

are doing at school.™
v mmaumw rights and policies
drawn polarised reactions

discussionson
3 !mngrs in schnols. while
3 have advocated for
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School Education
Department to organise
Shiksha Saptah from 22nd
to 27th July

BY NIN | Friday, 19 July, 2024
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The School Education Department is organising a 7 days run-up
activities from 22" July to 28" July, 2024 at all levels of School
Education Department to mark the 4™ Anniversary of the National
Education Policy 2020 on 29" July, 2024, informed DIPR.

During the course of 7 days, starting from 22nd July, 2024, various
events have been anticipated to take place, whereby, the Ministry of
Education, Government of India has provided a comprehensive
suggestive activity for each day to culminate with Community
Involvement and Tithi Bhojan marking celebration of special
occasion by sharing food.

The Ministry stated that some State specific suggestive activities
have been prepared for the schools as a guide in planning the
activities during the event. Since the 7" day of the event falls

on Sunday i.e 28 July, 2024, the activity for the day may be
conducted along with the 6™ day activities on 27" July, 2024.
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The Ministry also stated that the mentioned activities are suggestive
and schools can also conduct any relevant activities as per the
guidelines provided by the Ministry of Education, Government of
India.

The Ministry added that it is mandatory for all schools,to
submit daily activity report by 2:00 PM through googleform.

The District and EBRCs had stated that it shall extend all possible
hand holding support to schools in planning and conducting the

activities.

Download Nagaland Tribune app on Google Play

GETITON
P> Google Play

Guidelines/Suggestive activities for Shiksha Saptah from 22" to
28" July 2024

Day-1:22" July 2024 TLM Day

1. Teaching Learning Material (TLM) Mela/exhibition= All the
Schoolsmay conduct TLM melas in the school premises to
create wide awareness on the importance of TLMs by
involving students, teachers, students’parents and
community leaders to explain the use of TLMs to achieve
important learning goals. Schools may also utilise locally
available materials in creating such TLMs. Variety of TLMs
provided to schools under ECCE and NIPUN Bharat Mission
can be utilised for the TLM Melas.

2. DIETs- The DIET can organise TLM Mela in the nearby School
to display the rich TLM resources created in the DIET with
focus on creating low cost TLMs using locally available
materials.

3. Slogans & Poster Campaign- Schools can organise
poster/slogan campaign for higher classes with focus on
NEP 2020 theme, water conservation, social services etc

4. Reading club- Schools can conduct reading class for
students using library books, new papers, journals,
magazines and other reading materials available in the
schools. Age-appropriate reading materials for students
may be provided for the activity.

5. Story Cards/Chart Making/Toys & Games/story telling-
schools may organise making of story cards, charts,
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indigenous toys and games as per oge-oppropricte
classes.

Parents, community leaders, sMC/sSMDC members may be invited to
schools

’

Day-2: 23 July 2024 Foundational Literacy & Numeracy (FLN) Day

1. NIPUN Bharat Mission aims to achieve Universal
Foundational Literacy & Numeracy (FLN) for all children of
ages 3- 8years by 2026-27 therefore, schools having
Foundational Stage Education may organise various
activities under FLN.

2. Schools can organise discussion on FLN activities, seminars,
presentation on good practices involving students.

3. schools can play State NIPUN Bharat theme song inany
suitable devices, screen FLN films to allow children to view.
The link of the State NIPUN Bharat Mission theme
song:https://www.youtube.com |watch?v=7LoylcBIOBA

4. Conduct activities such as storytelling, activities to enhance
language development for foundational stage children,
learning of phonics and number games.

Day-3: 24" July 2024 Sports pay *

1. Schools can create awareness about physical fitness for
students, healthy life style and harmful effects of tobacco
products.

2. Schools can also organise sports activities as per the
availability of play areas and sport materials. Focus may be
made in involving students to play indigenous games.

Day -4: 25" July 2024 Cultural Day

1. School can organise various cultural activities to celebrate
the rich cultural diversity by wearing at least 1 or 2 cultural
attires on this day.

2. Activity such as singing of folk songs, folk tales can be
conducted by inviting elders from the school
neighbourhood.
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pay-5: Skilling Day

1. Schools can conduct various craft activities such as

T T R e ]

weaving, handicrafts making, basket making, carpentry,
clay models etc. Experts may-be invited to render free

services to students as resource persons.

2. Schools can also organise field trip to
jhum fields to enable students to experience and
understand agriculture cycles,
etc.

the nearby terrace or

practice of multiple cropping

3. Schools can also organise digital related activities such as

DIKSHA, PM e Vidya TV channels, Virtual Labs, Vidya

samiksha Kendra (vsK), various digital learning materials

developed by the Department of school

Education/Samagra shiksha/SCERT/NBSE etc to create

awareness of various digital platforms
learning lessons for students.

4. school having vocational Education may conduct
on skill education

promoting relevant

activities

Day-6: ECO Clubs for Mission LIFE and Community Involvement

Day

1. Schools can organise various activities to celebrate the
on conservation

biodiversity in the State, cregite awareness

rich

by conducting plantation activities. Fruit trees may be

planted in the school premises.

2. School Youth and Club members can take
conducting the activities

3. Schools can also

the lead in

create awareness on the importance of

waste segregation to ensure proper recycling of waste
materials for meaningful and productive use. Compose pits

for bio-degradable materials can

be created in the schools.

4. Awareness and techniques for disposal of toxic and other

harmful materials can be created.

5. Community awareness on various aspect of Education as
envisaged in the NEP 2020 can be conducted involving
community members. sMC/SMDC meetings can be held on

this day.

6. All the Government school receiving PM poshan Scheme

(Mid-Day Meal)
day. School may invite SMC/SMDC members, comm
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leaders to share the meal with students. Schools shall
organise Tithi BhojanMenu where local community leaders
or teachers can be invited to contribute/sponsor food
menu or items.

7. schools can also create awareness on harmful effects of
junk food and promote healthy eating habits.

The following work assignments for School Education and line

department have been made;

« The Directorate of School Education will be the overall in-
charge for coordination and supervision of Shiksha Saptah
activities, issue circular to the districts, PM Poshan team to
coordinate organization of Tithi Bhojan on the final.

 SCERT shall provide necessary academic support,
Coordinate with DIETs

« NBSE shall coordinate with Private un-aided schools, ensure
their participation and monitor daily report submission

« NECTAR Project shall prepare IEC materials to create wide
community awareness

 Samagra Shiksha shall coordinate with the line departments
for report compilation and final daily report submission to
the MoE,Gol as per timeline

Tags: #Ministry of Education #Samagra Shiksha #School Education
Department #National Education Policy 2020 #NEP 2020 4th
Anniversary #NIPUN Bharat Mission #Universal Foundational Literacy &
Numeracy (FLN) #PM Poshan Scheme (Mid-Day Meal)
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TOP NEWS

. Naga youth attends UNESCO Young Professionals Forum
2024

Thursday, 25 July, 2024

'~ Department of Horticulture wins National Award for
‘Promotion of Best Horticulture Farming and Products’
Thursday, 25 July, 2024
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NCERT axe on caste system in Class VI social
science textbook

The chapter ‘India’s Cultural Roots' describes the Vedas, their messages and the teachings of Buddhism and Jainism. It mentions
the different janas or clans like the Bharatas, the Purus, the Kurus, the Yadus and the Turvashas

Basant Kumar Mohanty | NewDelhi | Published 20.07.24,05:18 AM

Representational image
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File picture

The erasure of caste or varna from the Class VI social seience textbook has now
been institutionalised.

’
What was first attempted on the pretext of reducing the syllabus citing Covid-19
disruptions has now been formalised in the new textbook rolled out by the
National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) on Friday.

The textbook Exploring Society India and Beyond, the first social science book to
be released under the Narendra Modi government’s tenure, has details on the
Vedas without mentioning the caste system and that women and Shudras were
not allowed to study these scriptures.

The chapter “India’s Cultural Roots” describes the Vedas, their messages and the
teachings of Buddhism and Jainism. It mentions the different janas or clans like
the Bharatas, the Purus, the Kurus, the Yadus and the Turvashas.

ADVERTISEMENT Q

Your act ofkindm:' can bring

o

uge£Bange in children lves

It, however, did not reflect on the social hierarchy despite many scholars tracing
the caste or varna system to the Vedas. It states just one sentence on different
professions as mentioned in the vedic texts. “Many professions are mentioned in
the vedic texts, such as agriculturist, weaver, potter, builder, carpenter, healer,
dancer, barber, priest, ete,” it said.

The chapter also gave details on the performance of rituals. It said the Upanishads
built upon vedic concepts introduced rebirth and karma, actions or their results.
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“According to one school of thought, generally known as ‘vedanta’, everything —
human life, nature and the universe — is one divine essence called brahman,” it
said. ‘

Early in the 1st millennium BCE, several more schools of thought grew out of the
Vedas. One of them was yoga, which developed methods intended to achieve the
realisation of brahman in one’s consciousness. Together, these schools of thought
became the foundations for what we call “Hinduism” today, it said.
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reality and Nachiketa and his quest and the debate of Gargi and Yajnavalkya.

e previous textbook, “Our Pasts-1”, before the rationalisation exercise in 2022
had details of the caste system.

@'Some priests divided people into four groups called varnas...Shudras could not
perform any rituals. Often women were grouped with Shudras. Both women and
Shudras were not allowed to study the Vedas,” the old book said.

“The priests also said that these groups were decided based on birth. For example,
if one’s father and mother were Brahmins one would automatically become a
Brahmin and so on...,"” the old book said.

RELATED TOPICS

Caste | [ National Council Of Educational Research And Training (NCERT)

Narendra Modi Government ‘ Social Science
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Compressed three-in-one social science book for Class 6

ha
NEW DELHI

The new social science
textbook for Class 6 is a
heavily truncated amalga-
mation of what was earlier
three separate books for
history, geography, and
civics published by the Na-
tional Council of Educa-
tional Research and Train-
ing (NCERT).

Students in Classes 3
and 6 are getting new text-
books. Class 6 students will
get a single social science
text, titled Exploring Socie-
ty — India and Beyond.

The Hindu had earlier
reported that the National
Syllabus and Teaching
Learning Material Commit-
fee was considering merg-
ing three books into one.

The heavily truncated
new social science book
has one entire chapter
(Chapter 5: India, that is
Bharat) dedicated to a dis-
cussion of the etymo]ogy
of the term Bharat, citing

references from ancient In-
dian texts such as the Ma-
habharata and the Vishnu
Purana. Citing the Ma-
habham. it says: “Inter-
estingly, it lists many re-
gions, such as Kashmira

pronuncia-
tions of Sanskrit words,
Truncated content

The new textbook is struc- -

tured around five themes.

starts with & quote from
the Atharva Veda.

themes on “Tapestry of the
past” and “Our cultural
heritage and

traditions” consist of 46
pages with five chapters of
history, These have been
heavily cut from the 10
chapters in the older
NCERT text. Chapter 4 is
titled Timeline and sources

We have tried
o keep the text
to a minimum by
focusing on the big ideas.
This has enabled us to
combine in a single
theme inputs from

DINESH SAKLANI
NCERT Director

of history, while Chapter 5
is about the origins of the
term Bharat.
Chapter 6 on The begin-
ning of Indian civilisation
starts with a quote from
the late B.B. Lal, a fo
Archaeological Survey of
India chief who had led ex-
cavations at the Babri Mas-
jid site in the mid-1970s
of any Hindu temple there;
wﬁaﬁaﬂ?’ hwwel',he
said there were temple pil-
lar bases at the site, He also
studied the Indus Valley
and the epics Ramaya
and Mahabharata, and is
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quoted in the book refer-
ring to the civili-
sation as the Indus-Saras-
vati or Sindhu-Sarasvati
civilisation. The chapter
stresses upon Dholavira, a
Harappan site in Gujarat,
and uses a cover image of
the north gate leading to
Dholavira’s castle area; in
the old textbook, the cover
featured a picture of
odaro

Both the old and new
; s contain refe-
renf;'estloxdutextsas
well as to Buddhism and
Jainism, given that Class
students are studying
about ancient pre-Mughal
India. What has been
culled drastically is the de-
tailed exploration of the
kingdoms of ancient India,

as in the four chapters of

the old book that have
been deleted from the
néw. This includes ac-
counts of the kingdoms of
Ashoka and Chandragupta
Maurya, including the role
of Chanakya and his Ar-

thashastra, as well as the
dynasties of the Guptas,
Pallavas and C ;
and the works of Kalidasa.
In fact, the only mention of
King Ashoka in the entire

book is a single yword in

Chapter 4's ti 5
A chapter in the old
book on Villages, towns

and trade, about the tools,

and trade of the period has
References to the famed

“We have trie'd to keep ;

the text to a minimum by
focusing on the ‘big ideas’,
This has enabled us to

combine in a single theme |

inputs from several disci-
plines...,” NCERT Director
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"What is the gender gap in education?

What do figures from the Unified District Information System for Education and the All India

Survey on Higher Education indicate? Are girls more likely to complete secondary education

when they have access to it? What needs to be done to ensure girls, and boys, don't drop out?

Priscilla Jebaraj

The story so far: ;
he World Economic Forum (WEF)
report of 2024 on global gender gaps
recently ranked India at 129 out of 146
economies, with a decline in the
education sector being one of the reasons for
India’s rank slipping a couple of places this year.

Where does the gap lie? A
According to the WEF’s June report, updated
figures in educational attainment indicators
have caused India’s gender parity levels to dip
from the previous year. “While the shares of
women are high in primary, secondary and
tertiary education enrolments, they have only
been modestly increasing, and the gap between
men and women’s literacy rate is 17.2 percentage
points wide, leaving India ranked 124th on this
indicator;” the 18th edition of the report said,
recording a score of 0.964 in the education

category. In the 17th edition, published in 2023,

however, India had attained a perfect 1.000
score in terms of edncational parity, ranking
26th in that category. The main indicators being
tracked are enrolment levels in primary,
secondary and tertiary education, as well as the
adult literacy rate.

Asked about India’s regression from the
perfect score, WEF's Insight and Data Lead
Ricky Li said that source data for Educational
Anainment indicators is collected by UNESCO,
whose figures are subject to data updates on a
periodic basis. “In the 18th edition of the Index,
the valies used in the computation of India’s
Educational Attainment gender parity score
correspond to [the] 2022 and 2023 periods. The

Several
States have
closed the
gender gap
in higher

. classes; there

are worries
about boys
dropping
out before
completing
school

2022,” he told The Hindu. “An important aspect
of the data to consider when interpreting the
gender parity is the corresponding period, as a
seemingly significant change in score could be
reflecting an update in the values corresponding
to the indicator;” he added.

What do Indian statistics show? 7 22
The Union Education Ministry tracks school and
college enrolment data using two major
collection systems: the Unified District )
Information System for Education (UDISE+) and
the All India Survey on Higher Education
(AISHE). The UDISE+ report for 2021-22 shows
that 13.79 crore boys'were enrolled in school, in
comparison to 12.73 crore girls, meaning that
girls make up 48% of the school population.
However, this varies at the different stages of
school education. In preschool or kindergarten,
girls make up 46.8% of enrolled children. By
primary school (Classes 1 to 5), this rises to
47.8%, improving still further in upper primary
or elementary school (Classes 6 to 8), when girls
make up 48.3% of enrolled children. Clearly,
some girls drop out of school at that stage, when
the right to free education ends after Class 8.

(- The gender gap widens in secondary school

(Class 9 and 10), with girls dropping to 47.9% of
enrolled children. } )

However, girls who do have access to
secondary education are more likely to stick to

the finish: the higher secondary level (Class 11

and 12) has the lowest gender gap of 48.3%.

That trend continues into higher education,
according to the AISHE report for 2021-22. In
that year, the gross enrolment ratio (GER) for
women in higher education — meaning the
percentage of the population between 18 and 23
years enrolled in colleges and universities —
across the country was 28.5, slightly higher than
the male GER of 28.3. Female enrolment in
higher education has seen a 32% increase since
2014-15. Neither the UDISE+ nor AISHE have yet
published data for 2022-23.

What is the impact of a slew of packages to
incentivise girls to get an education?

The biggest impact has come from simply
building more schools. If a primary school exists
within one or two kilometres of a child's home,
parents are more likely to enrol their children,
especially girls. “There has been enormous
growth in the number of schools, especially
since the mid-90s, which is when you also saw a
spike in the enrolment of girls nationwide,” says
Vimala Ramachandran, a former Professor at
the National Institute of Educational Planning
and Administration and the first national
director for N@%’ Samakhya, a flagship Central

rnment programme on education for
gi"r'l': and women. She notes regional ditfer;:?e]s
inting out that in Gujarat, where the :
PO mment built few secondary and higher
ndary schools, leaving these largely to the
rivate sector, girls make up only 45,29 of T
tudents in secondary classes, far behind much
rer States like Jharkhand (50.7%),
Chhattisgarh (51.2%), Bihar (50.1%) and even
Uttar Pradesh (45.4%).

Another important factor is the Ppresence of
women teachers. An adviser on child rightstoa
state government-which has made progress in
enrolment says the areas with low enrolment are
mostly those with primary schools employing

[

.| only one or two teachers. “If a school has onlya

male teacher, parents are not comfortable ]
sending their daughters there,” he said,

Transport to and from school can also be a
barrier, and free bus passes for schoolgirls in v
States like Haryana, Punjab and Tamil Nadu, as
well as schemes to give free cycles to girls in

- Bihar and other States have improved
enrolment, though it did not work as well in
Rajasthan. Sanitation issues remain a major
obstacle for girls education in higher classes,
especially after puberty, and may cause a large
number of dropouts after Class 8. Though the
Union and State governments have funded the
construction of washrooms in schools, there is
no funding for cleaning and maintenance, which
is often left to lax local bodies.

What is the next challenge? s
Anumber of States have successfully closed the
gender gap in higher classes, to the extent that
there are worries about boys dropping out
before completing school. In West Bengal for
instance, girls make up 55.7% of higher
secondary students, and there are similar
situations in Chhattisgarh (53.1%) and Tamil
Nadu (51.2%). The State government adviser

" | notes that this could partly be attributed to the

Right to Education Act stipulating that stpdents
cannot be failed till Class 8. “Girls who make it to
Class 9 are usually interested in studying, but
some boys who make it to the secondary level -
and then fail simply drop out. There may also be
higher pressure on poorer boys to earn a living,”
he says, warning that boys must not be allowed
to slip through the cracks.
At the college level, although the female GER
is higher than the male GER, the picture changes
" when looking at regional and discipline-wise
data. For instance, women students make up i

/| only 42 5% of those enrolled in STEM subjects }

from undergraduate to Ph.D levels, and the ‘
lies in encouraging more girls to opt &

for these disciplines. Adult literacy is alsostilla -

matter of concern, with only 64.63% of women

Who are literate, in comparison to 80.88% of

men, according to the last Census data from

2011. This calls for steps to improve foundational

literacy in schools as well as to take education to

rural women to close the gender gap.
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NCERT releases textbook ‘rooted in Indian context’

ByFareeha Iftikhar

Jul 21,2024 11;13 AM IST (v ¢

The online version textbook titled ‘exploring society: India and beyond' has been
released by the NCERT on its official website

Story continues below advertisement

OPENAPP

New Delhi: The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) on Friday
released a new social science textbook for class sixth with chapters rooted in Indian
context that states the naming of the country by ancient inhabitants was “Bharat” and
that it was later changed to India by foreigners; and included sections on Vedic school of
thought and stories from Upanishads, among others.
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Story continues below advertisement

World's Langest Riverfront,
in Our Bujorat

OPEN APP

The online version textbook titled ‘exploring society: India and beyond' has been released
by the NCERT onits official website. This year, the Council announced that it will release
revamped textbooks under National Education Policy (2020) and the new National
Curriculum Framework (NCF), which emphasise the curriculum to be “rooted in the
Indian and local context and ethos”, only for classes third and sixth. While the majority of
the books have been released online, some are yet to hit the market in physical form.

Management. Enroll now for IIT Delhi's

Unleash your efficiency by mastering Project
t. Download FREE Brochure now!
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Story continues below advertisement ’

Highlighting that ‘Bharata’ is a name that first appears in the Rig Veda, oldest of
where it refers to one of the main Vedic groups of people. “In later literature, sevVeé® -

named ‘Bharata’ are mentioned... A few centuries later, ‘Bharata’ became the name
generally used for the Indian subcontinent. For instance, in an ancient text called the
Vishnu Purana, we read:The country that lies north of the ocean and south of the snowy
mountains is called Bharata,” it states.

Emphasising that the name “Bharata” is even in use today, the book mentions that in north
India, it is generally written as ‘Bharat’, while in south India, it is often ‘Bharatam’

It further says that foreign visitors to, or invaders of, India mostly adopted names derived
from the Sindhu or Indus River: this resulted in names like ‘Hindu’, ‘Indoi’, and eventually
‘India. Besides, the book mentions that the term ‘Hindustan’ was first usedin a Persian
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“The first foreigners to mention India were the Persians, the ancient inhabitants of Iran. In
the 6th century BCE, a Persian emperor launched a military campaign and gained control
of the region of the Indus River, which, as we saw, was earlier called 'Sindhu’ So, it is no
surprise that in their earliest records and stone inscriptions, the Persians referred to India
as ‘Hind’, ‘Hidu’ or ‘Hindu’, which are adaptations in their language of ‘Sindhu’ (Note that in
ancient Persian, ‘Hindu’ is a purely geographical term; it does not refer here to the Hindu
religion.)”

“Based on these Persian sources, the ancient Greeks named the region ‘Indoi’ or ‘Indike..
They dropped the initial letter ‘h’ of 'Hindu' because this letter did not exist in their Greek
language,” the textbook states.

Story continues below advertisement OPEN APP
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curriculum had recommended that “India” should be replaced By “Bharat” in all textbooks.

The older version of the textbook did not have a full-fledged chapter on the naming of
India.

The textbook has 14 chapters divided into five—India and the world: land and the people;
Tapestry of the past; our cultural heritage and knowledge traditions; governance and
democracy, and economic life around us.

“The selection of five themes takes care of the important requirement of maintaining a
multidisciplinary perspective. Cultural rootedness, another requirement, is thus not
limited to the theme ‘Our Cultural Heritage and Knowledge Traditions, but pervades the
other themes as well,” said NCERT director Dinesh Prasad Saklani in his foreword.

Stary continues below advertisement

OPEN APP

The textbook also has chapters on themes including Unity in Diversity, Family and
Community, Grassroots Democracy, and the value of work, among others. The book also
mentions three stories from Upanishads including Shvetaketu and the seed of reality;
Nachiketa and his quest; and the debate of Gargi and Yajnavalkya.

Catch every big hit, every wicket with Crickit, a one stop destination for Live Scores,

Match Stats, Infographics & much more. Explorenow!  See more
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New NCERT Class 6 social science
textbook shrinks content, rolling
three books of history, geography,
civics into one

New book features content from Upanishads, Mahabharata; geography
concepts truncated; includes chapter dedicated to etymology of ‘Bharat’;
ancient Indian kingdoms culled; only single word mention of Ashoka

Updated - July 21,2024 06:46 am IST Published - July 21,2024 06:03 am IST - NEW DELHI

a MAITRI PORECHA

/'!”"" ba, AL i
Director of NCERT Dinesh Prasad Saklani. File | Photo Credit: PTI

The new Social Science textbook for Class 6 is a heavily truncated amalgamation of
what was earlier three separate books for History, Geography, and Civics published by
the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).

Students in Class 3 and Class 6 are getting new textbooks for the 2024-25 academic

year. Class 6 students will get a single Social Science text, titled Exploring Society —
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India and Beyond.The Hindu had earlier reported that the National Syllabus and
Teaching Learning Material Committee was considering merging three books into one.

The heavily truncated new Social Science book has one entire chapter (Chapter 5: India,
that is Bharat) dedicated to a discussion of the etymology of the term ‘Bharat’, citing
references from ancient Indian texts like the Mahabharata, déscribed as one of India's
most famous works, and the Vishnu Purana. Citing the Mahabharata, it says:
“Interestingly, it lists many regions, such as Kashmira (more or less today’s Kashmir),
Kurukshetra (parts of Haryana today), Vanga (parts of Bengal), Pragjyotisha (roughly
today’s Assam), Kaccha (today’s Kutch), Kerala (more or less today’s Kerala), and so on.”
The text also features many Sanskrit terms along with diacritics, the accents used over
letters to encourage the correct pronunciations of Sanskrit words.

Truncated content

The new textbook is structured around five themes. The first theme comprises 34 pages
dedicated to Geography and includes two chapters: Oceans and Continents, and
Landforms and Life, which starts with a quote from the Atharva Veda. Concepts such as
measuring longitude and latitude of the globe have been culled from the current
version, The total pages dedicated to geography have been brought down from 48 to 34

pages.

The second and third themes on ‘Tapestry of the Past’ and ‘Our Cultural Heritage and
Knowledge Traditions’ consist of 46 pages with five chapters of History. These have been
heavily cut from the ten chapters in the older NCERT text. Chapter 4 is titled ‘Timeline
and Sources of History’, while Chapter 5 is about the origins of the term ‘Bharat’.

Vedas and Upanishads

Chapter 6 on ‘The beginning of Indian Civilisation’ starts with a quote from the late B.B.
Lal, a former Archaelogical Survey of India chief who had led excavations at the Babri
Masjid site in the mid-1970s and said there was no trace of any Hindu temple at the
site; ten years ago, however, he said there were temple pillar bases at the site. He also
studied the Indus Valley and the Hindu epics Ramayana and Mahabharata, and is
quoted in the book referring to the Harappan civilisation as the Indus-Sarasvati or
Sindhu-Sarasvati civilisation. The chapter emphasises Dholavira, a Harappan site in
Gujarat, and uses a cover image of the north gate leading to Dholavira's castle area; in
the old textbook, the cover featured a picture of Mohenjodaro, a Harappan site located

in modern-day Pakistan.
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The seventh chapter, titled ‘India’s cultural roots’, has an extended commentary on the
Vedas. While the older text featured one story from the Upanishads — ‘Chhandogya
Upanishad — the new book has two additional stories from the ‘Katha Upanishad, and
the ‘Brihadaranyaka Upanishad'. An 18th century painting depicting a scene from the
Ramayana has also been included.

Vanished kingdoms

Both the old and new textbooks contain references to Hindu texts as well as to
Buddhism and Jainism, given that Class 6 students are studying about ancient pre-
Mughal India. What has been culled drastically is the detailed exploration of the
kingdoms of ancient India, such as which were in four chapters of the old book that
have been deleted from the new. This includes accounts of the kingdoms of Ashoka and
Chandragupta Maurya, including the role of Chanakya and his Arthashastra, as well as
the dynasties of the Guptas, Pallavas and Chalukyas, and the works of Kalidasa. In fact,
the only mention of King Ashoka in the entire book is a single word in Chapter 4's
timeline.

A chapter in the old book on ‘Villages, Towns and Trade’, about the tools, coins,
irrigation, crafts, and trade of the period has been truncated. References to the famed
iron pillar at the Qutub Minar site at Mehrauli, which probably dates back to the Gupta
dynasty era have been dropped, along with mentions of the Sanchi stupa, the
monolithic temples of Mahabalipuram, and.the paintings in the Ajanta caves.

The fourth theme is on governance and democracy, with a focus on local governance,
while the fifth is on economics.

“We have tried to keep the text to a minimum by focusing on the ‘big ideas’. This has
enabled us to combine in a single theme inputs from several disciplines — whether
history, geography, political science or economics,” NCERT director Dinesh Saklani
writes in the introductory chapter of the new textbook.
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The private school versus
government school debate

While facilities and quality of education in governmen't schools need to be
upgraded, private schools also need to be held accountable to the
government and the public

Published - July 21,2024 11:30 am IST

ALBERT P'RAYAN

used to sell idlis for just one rupee each. Her loyal customers cherished her

affordable treats until a savvy businessman opened a new shop nearby,
giving away idlis for free to lure the crowd. Naturally, people flocked to the new shop,
leaving the old woman's stall deserted. However, one day, the businessman hiked the
price to 35 per idli. A few months later, he raised it to 10. The sudden hike left the
customers frustrated and they searched for the old woman, only to discover that she had
closed her shop and disappeared.

R ecently, I stumbled upon a thought-provoking tale about an old woman who

This story perfectly mirrors how private telecom operators initially offered free data,

attracting millions of users only to gradually hike tarriffs once they had a solid

subscriber base and have weakened the government-run BSNL. One may argue that
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private telecom operators provide better service than BSNL and justify their higher
tariffs, but the real question is why the government has allowed the once profit-making
BSNL to lose its competitive edge in the market. Analysing this issue may lead to more
uncomfortable questions.

Three kinds ’

This has a parallel in the education sector as well, with the principles of privatisation
being applied to education. This model is often referred to as the “McDonaldisation” of
education, as private schools run by popular groups apply market-oriented principles
such as efficiency, standardisation of services, brand reliability, and consumerism to
education. This raises questions about whether private schools have become stronger,
leading to the weakening of government schools, and whether the impact on common
people is positive or negative.

There are three main types of schools in our country: government-run, government-
aided, and private. The first is fully funded and operated by the government. The second
is funded by the government but owned and run by private trusts. Private schools are
run by individuals or organisations and funded through student fees.

With a rapid increase in the privatisation of the Indian education sector in the past two
decades, the number of private educational institutions across the country has
increased. According to UDISE+, a Management Information System initiated by the
Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education, private schools
account for around 35% of the total schools.

It is undeniable that parents prefer private schools over government-run ones for
various reasons. Certain myths have been perpetuated such as the belief that
government schools lack competent teachers and cannot provide a good education.
Some even borrow money or sell property to admit their children to private schools and
pay the exorbitant fees because they believe that private schools offer a better education
and assume that it will lead to greater success in life. This trend has a negative impact
on both students and the nation.

Disadvantanges

Many government-aided and some government-run schools surpass private schools in
several aspects, including the quality of education and affordability. However, in some
areas, private schools have an edge. While there are notable advantages to studying in
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private schools, there are also many disadvantages. Private schools often charge
exorbitant fees for tuition, textbooks, uniforms, and extracurricular activities. Some
even collect capitation fees under different names, such as development or building
funds. This is a huge burden on families that cannot afford these costs. Even middle-
class people are lured by the empty promises and tall claims made by certain private
schools, leading them to seek admission for their children despite the high fees. This
has become a struggle between the haves and the have-nots, creating educational
inequality and denying opportunities to students who cannot afford the fees.

Edupreneurs in India are more interested in expanding their business than in
educating the masses. As their primary goal is revenue generation and profit-making,
students’ learning outcomes take a back seat.

The idea that schools impart values has become a myth, as more and more private
schools teach the lesson that only the fittest can survive, With their focus on making
money, they cannot instill values in students or produce service-oriented citizens. The
emphasis on academic performance and the competitive environment in many private
institutions can lead to high levels of stress and pressure on students.

Although it may not be possible for governments to run all schools, considering the
importance of equality, affordability, and social justice, effective measures must be
taken to develop infrastructure and improve the quality of education in government
schools. This is necessary to foster the belief that government-run schools can deliver
better and higher-quality education.

While academic freedom is important, it is also crucial to hold private schools
accountable to the government and the public. Proper regulations should be in place to
prevent schools from charging exorbitant fees.

Education is a liberating force. True education frees people from the shackles of
servitude and submissiveness, enabling them to question and develop their thinking
capacity. It contributes to their intellectual growth and empowers them to become
engaged citizens. This can happen only if schools instill values in students. Can a
system that commodifies educational services and promotes inequality and unhealthy
competition among students truly “educate” them? McDonaldisation may please the
nation’s taste buds, but may not be good for its health.

The writer is an ELT resource person ar,}g §ducation columnist, rayanal@yahoo.co.uk
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NCERT releases textbook ‘rooted in Indian context’

Fareeha lﬂlldur
lcumohhdumhmxom

NEW DELHE: The National Coun-
cll of Educational Research and
'h‘aming (NCERT) on Friday

released a new social science
textbook for class sixth with
chapters rooted In Indian con-
text that contends the naming of

 the country by anclent inhabit-

a,;:was'ﬂml’mdﬁmitwas
mdﬁwhdedmwm on Vedic
school of thought and stories
from Upanishads, among others.

The online version nextbook

and beyond has been released
NCERT oniits official web-
- This year, the Council

-mmncedthtltwm release

emphasise the curriculum

“rooted In the Indian and local
context and ethos”, only for
mmmmmmu

majority of the books have been
released online, some are yetto
hit the market in physical form,

The fifth chapter of the new
book titled “India, that is Bha-
rat”, explains how the country
had many names in the course of
its history, and the names given
by its ancient Inhabitants
include 'Jambudvipa' and
‘Bhirata’,

“However, the latter became
widespread in time and s the
mdla in most Indian

" it states,

Highbghﬂngﬂm'humka
name that first appears in the
Rig Veda, where it refers to one

tioned... A few centuries later,
‘Bhirata’ became the name gen-
emllyusedfordmlndhnsub-
continent. For instance, in an
ancient text called the Vishnu
Purana, we read: The country
that les north of the ocean and
south of the snowy mountains is
called Bharata,” it states,

- India, it I

'!htuwbookhuealomon
Vedicschool of thought.

Bmphaddngdmthenme
“Bharata” is even in use today,
ﬂwbookmaniousﬂmlnnmm
'Blmrat whnelnsomhlndh.lt

ttmmm?mm

itors to, or invaders of, India
mostly adopted names derived
from the Sindhu or Indus River;
this resulted in names like
‘Hindy', Indof’, and even

‘India’, Besides, the book men-
tions that the term ‘Hindustin'
was first used in a Persian
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and was used by most invaders
of India to describe the Indian
Subcontinent,

“The first foreigners to men-
tion India were the Perslans, the
ancieutmhabimmsofhmlu
thesthcenmryBCE,aPuﬁan
::npalgn control of

gatmd
the region of the Indus River,
whmh.nsweuw.mwllﬁr
called ‘Sindhu’. So, it is no sur-
. ot
stone
(hePcmanmfeuedmlndlaas
‘Hind’, 'Hidu' or ‘Hindw’, which

:t‘ lnlhelrhngup

'Bnedonmmnm
ces, the ancmtcmksnamed
T il ﬂrlngallemh'
yﬁndn use this letter did
not exist in their Greek lan-
guage,” the textbook states,

However, it also mentions
that the Indian Constitution,
which was first written in
English, uses the phrase ‘India,

that is Bharat' right at the begin-
ning, and the Hindi version of
the Constitution mentions the
sameas ngmmm India’.

a 1 com-
mittee formed by the NCERT to
revise the social science curricu-
lum had recommended that

warld: land and the people; Tap-
estry of the past; our cultural
heritage

tloas;mvemauceanddemoc-
racy, and economic life around

us. "The selection of five themes.
takes care of the important
requlrmncm of maintaining a

linary perspective.
Cultntal rootedness s thus not
limited to the theme ‘Our Cul-
tural Heritage and Knowledge
Traditions',"” said NCERT
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{lisation gets a new identity in NCERT's new class 6 textbook
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over 1e Harappan civilisation as the ‘Sindhu-Sarasvati’ and ‘Indus-Sarasvati' civilisation to multiple mentions of the

Vifality. new NCERT Class 6 Social Science textbook, Exploring Society: India and Beyond, released on Friday, incorporates
nents. This includes noting the desiccation of the Sarasvati as one of the reasons for the decline of the Harappan
ns of India having had a “prime meridian of its own" called the ‘Ujjayini meridian.’

extbook released by the National Democratic Alliance government in alignment with the National Curriculum
ool Education 2023 is intended for use in schools starting from the current academic session. Unlike previous
separate textbooks for History, Political Science, and Geography, this new textbook serves as the sole resource for
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The new textbook is divided into five themes: ‘India and the World“Land and the People,' ‘Tapestry of the Past,’ ‘Our Cultural
Heritage and Knowledge Traditions,’ ‘Governance and Democracy,’ and ‘Economic Life Around Us." It reassures students that Social
Science encompasses many sub-disciplines, but they "need not feel intimidated by all these terms."

Notably, the textbook makes multiple references to the Sarasvati river, which the previous History textbook, Our Past I, mentioned
only once in the context of the Rig Veda. In the new edition, the Sarasvati plays a prominent role in the chapter on the ‘Beginnings of
Indian Civilisation,' where the Harappan civilisation is referred to as the ‘Indus-Sarasvati’ or ‘Sindhu-Sarasvati’ civilisation. The
book states that the Sarasvati basin included major cities of the civilisation, such as Rakhigarhi and Ganweriwala, along with smaller
cities and towns. The river, now known as Ghaggar in India and Hakra in Pakistan, is described as seasonal. Two maps in the book
highlight the river alongside the Indus and its tributaries.
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The textbook attributes the decline of the Harappan civilisation to climate change, leading to reduced rainfall and the drying up of the
Sarasvati River in its central basin. This contrasts with the old textbook, which suggested multiple possible reasons for the
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Cultural Study in School Curriculum
Posted On: 22 JUL 2024 7:51PM by PIB Delhi

e National Curriculum Framework for Foundational Stage (NCF-FS), 2022 and the National
urriculum Framework for School Education (NCF-SE), 2023 includes Curricular Goals and
competencies across the stage which emphasise upon cultural aspects. Different aspects of Culture
have been integrated in all the new textbooks brought out for Grades 1,2,3 and 6 and other learning-
teaching materials e.g., Jaadui Pitara developed by the National Council of Educational Research &
Training (NCERT). The Capacity Building programmes is conducted for teachers and teacher
educators on NCFs integrate cultural education and local cultural contexts. Apart from inclusion and
integration of cultural aspects in the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, NCF-FS and NCF-SE,
this Ministry has been organizing Kala Utsay since, 2015 which is a national level platform to
showcase best students’ talent in different art forms and cultural practices where they perform before
a galaxy of Jury members. These secondary stage students come from all parts of the country. The
students from remote parts also get an opportunity to showcase their talent. Under Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat, Bhasha Sangam many cultural events take place where sensitization about culture
undertakes.

The information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha today. '

FdkEk

AK/SS

(Release ID: 2035356) Visitor Counter : 676

Read this release in: Hindi , Hindi_MP
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Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday (July 23)
announced providing ¥1.48 lakh crore for education,
employment, and skilling while presenting the Union Budget for
FY25,
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Catch the latest budget announcements here.

Sitharaman said courses would be aligned to meet the needs of
industry and new courses to be introduced likewise.

She added that youth who weren't benefitted from any existing
schemes would be given loans upto %10 lakh for higher
education in domestic institutions.

She also announced that the model skill loan scheme will be
revised to facilitate loans up to 7.5 lakh with a guarantee from a
government-promoted fund. This measure is expected to help
25,000 students every year.

In the Interim Budget in February, presented before the Lok
Sabha polls, the Ministry received an overall allocation of 1.2 lakh
crore, which was 7% less than the revised estimate for FY24.

You May Like

Sponsared Links by Taboola [

The interim budget allocation in Feb 2024 was only 4.6% of its
total GDP, which is lower than the National Education Policy's
recommendation of 6% of GDP.

Meanwhile, the allocation for school education and literacy was
increased marginally from the revised estimates to a record
¥73,000 crore in the interim budget.

These are the highlights from the interim budget (Feb 2024):

The provision for PM SHRI, an initiative for transforming
government schools into modern schools, was more than
doubled from the FY24 revised estimates to 26,050 crore in FY25.

The outlay for Samagra Shiksha Abhiyan rose by 4,500 crore to
¥37,500 crore, while that of University Grants Commission was
reduced by about 60% from FY24 RE to ¥2,500 crore.

The grant for Indian Institutes of Technology also dropped to
?10,324 crore. As per Sitharaman, the Narendra Modi-led
government has set up seven IITs, 16 llITs, seven IIMs, 15 AlIMs
and 390 universities since 2014.

Experts from the education sector have been urging the
government to reduce the current 18% GST on educational goods
and services to 5% to make education more affordable and
accessible, They have also called for higher spending on R&D and
skill training.
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Summary

* In an effort to improve the quality of social science textbooks, the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has launched a six-
month certificate programme for social science teachers and educators.

*® The programme, which will be conducted online from August 2024 to January
2025, aims to equip participants with the knowledge and skills necessary to
develop effective and engaging social science textbooks.

In an effort to improve the quality of social science textbooks, the National
Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has launched a six-
month certificate programme for social science teachers and educators.
The programme, which will be conducted online from August 2024 to
January 2025, aims to equip participants with the knowledge and skills
necessary to develop effective and engaging social science textbooks.
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Eligibility and Course Structure

To be eligible for the programme, participants must have at least five years
of teaching experience in social science if they working in district institutes
of education and training or SCERT, and teachers of middle and high
schools, colleges, and universities need to have a minimum of two years of
experience. The six-month programme will be divided into three phases;

ADVERTISEMENT

¢ Phase 1: August/September 2024 (online)
¢ Phase 2: October/November (in-person)

¢ Phase 3: December 2024/ January 2025 (online)

During the online phase, participants will attend lectures, participate in
discussions, and complete assignments. The in-person phase will provide an
opportunity for participants to network with other teachers and educators,
and to receive feedback on their work.
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Course Content

The course will cover a wide range of topics, including:

® Analysis of textbook content .
® Writing different chapters of the book
¢ Developing sample question papers

® Incorporating new pedagogical approaches

CSIR UGC NET 2024 Admit Card
RELEASED - Find the Direct Hall Ticket

v/s-*' ~
= < '
How to Apply

Interested teachers and educators can apply for the programme online by
visiting the NCERT website (ncert.nic.iny and filling up the designated google
form from the official notification pdf. The application portal will be open
until July 31, 2024.

The NCERT's initiative to launch a certificate programme for social science
textbook development is expected to impact the quality of social science
education in India positively. By equipping teachers with the necessary skills
and knowledge, the programme is expected to lead to the development of
more effective and engaging textbooks that will better prepare students for
the challenges of the 21st century.

Last updated on 23 Jul 2024 @ 10:50 AM

NCERT National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
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Holistic Progress Card by NCERT for classes 9-12 to
focus on evaluating competencies

The progress card will focus on evaluating self-reflection, research skills, entrance exam
preparation, and time management among students
&
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Shehwaaz Khan | Posted July 24, 2024 09:37 AM
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The national assessment centre PARAKH, established under the National Council For
Education and Research Training (NCERT), recently released a Holistic Progress Card
(HPC) for secondary school students (classes IX-XIl). Aiming to align and develop
competencies among school students the HPC is divided into four parts evaluating self-
reflection, research skills, entrance exam preparation, and time management,

among students, which will be filled by students after self-evaluation. Teachers and
counsellors will assess the competencies and provide feedback while finalising the
HPC. The NCERT has developed HPC in sync with the National Education Policy’s
framework National Curriculum Framework for School Education (NCFSE). The
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framework aims to introduce multidisciplinary education, foster creative pedagogies, and
nurture the holistic development of students beyond traditional pen-and-paper exams.

B == S

’

NCERT is also hopeful of integrating it with the traditional report card, by focussing on
building the personality, developing intrinsic skills and helping in building long-term
career goals.

“The secondary stage in HPC focuses on helping students make career choices in a
targeted manner. The progress card assesses students' interests to connect them with
their work potential. The card includes questions about how students envision
themselves in one, two, or ten years, as well as inquiries about their progress,
preparation for competitive exams, and skills required to achieve a certain goal.
Teachers and counsellors will assist students in completing these sections to help them
better evaluate their career goals," said Prof Indrani Bhaduri, CEO PARAKH and head,
Educational Survey Division, NCERT, in a chat with Education Times.

The NCERT has started to run regional workshops for the implementation of HPC. “We
are in talks with different state boards and SCERTSs for the implementation of the
progress card at the secondary level. The implementation varies in each state, as
Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Madhya Pradesh have already
shown interest in initiating the process and conductlng workshops to help the teachers,”
adds Prof Bhaduri.

Addressing academic pressure

To reduce the academic pressure on students in Board exams and encourage a more
holistic learning process, PARAKH is also planning to integrate the HPC into the Board
results, “We are also working on the equivalence of the board results, which means we
plan to merge HPC with the Board results. This will help in reducing the academic stress
on the students and will also address the examination phobia that students face,
especially in class X and Xll,” says Bhaduri, adding that PARAKH has submitted to the
Education Ministry the details of the equivalence process in Board exams.

Training sessions for teachers will also be conducted for the successful implementation
of HPC. NCERT will assign ‘'master trainers’ from each educational block to conduct the
training sessions. “The teachers will be supported by a sample of HPC that will help
them to understand its essential sections and their role in its execution. We are
connecting with different boards, the Directorate of Education, and SCERTSs to conduct
training sessions at the district levels. Those trained in these sessions will be called
master trainers, who will then train the teachers,” Bhaduri says. The training sessions
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are designed to equip teachers with in-depth knowledge of HPC, which will enable them
to provide guidance and support to students who may struggle with filling out the
progress card. The sessions will also help the teachers enhance their instructional
approaches and embrace innovative solutions to support the students with the
challenges that they face.

More focus on career

In March, PARAKH introduced the HPC for the foundational, middle, and preparatory
stages, aiming to enhance primary students' comprehension and creative abilities. For
the secondary stage, the HPC developed by PARAKH places greater emphasis on
vocational learning and career choices. The HPC includes sections that evaluate the
vocational courses students have undertaken, their professional interests, career plans,
and self-assessment of their career choices.

Emphasis on research

A distinct feature of the HPC is its emphasis on individual research and the learning
process. Students will be required to conduct research on the subject of their choice and
fill in the learning process while conducting research in the HPC. “The research topic
can be chosen by the students from the subjects of their choice. The idea is to inculcate
curiosity and enhance student's ability to develop hypotheses and find evidence to
support them. HPC will focus more on the research process than the outcome. For all
the stages of the research, we have teachers assessment and learner reflection,
emphasising teacher-learner relationship,” Bhaduri says.

Digital learning

Short-term online courses from platforms such as Coursera and MOOCs in the subjects
of the choice of students have also been introduced as part of the HPC. “Funds are
given to schools under the Samagra Siksha Abhiyan to make the classrooms smart. Yet,
many rural students are not able to sign up for the digital courses. One section of the
HPC focuses on the registration and completion of digital courses on subjects such as
Entrepreneurship and Artificial Intelligence. Teachers will assist the students to register
on digital courses and assess their progress,” says Bhaduri.

The initiative has been introduced to help students access digital learning and build
skills beyond classrooms. “The idea is to bridge the gap between rural and urban
learners. Students who come from cities are aware of such courses that they can utilise
to learn more about their subjects of interest. However, there is a significant gap in
awareness of such courses in the rural belt. Emphasis on digital learning will help fill
these gaps,” says Bhaduri.
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Budget allocation for higher education up by
over 6%, highest-ever for school education:
Ministry of education

The clarification from the ministry came following reports that the budget allocation for higher education has decreased this year
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@The budget allocation for the higher education department in 2024-25 has S
®increased by more than six per cent from last year to over Rs 47,600 crore, the
’

Union ministry of education said on Wednesday,

The clarification from the ministry came following reports that the budget
allocation for higher education has decreased this year.

Used SUV Cars In Indore Might ‘
VTN Be Cheaper Than You Think

"The budget for Department of Higher Education for the Financial Year 2024-25 is
Rs 47,619 crore, an increase of Rs 2,875 crore (6.43 pc) over RE 2023-24,” it said.

The ministry noted that the Statement of Budget Estimates (SBE) issued by the
Union ministry of finance stated that the Revised Estimate for the department in
the last financial year was Rs 57,244 crore, which indicated a decrease in the
Budget Estimate this year by over Rs 9,600 crore.

AWFRTPEENT
Sponsored Content
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"The notes to the budget statement indicate that an additional amount of Rs
12,500 crore was transferred to Madhyamik and Uchhatar Shiksha Kosh (MUSK)
during RE 2023-24," it said.

"Thus, an amount of Rs 12,500 Cr has been provided in RE 2023-24 which was not

Premium Unsold Cars Might be
to be actually utilized during FY 2023-24. Therefore, the actual RE allocation in Selling for Almost Nothing

the FY 2023-24 for higher education was Rs 44,744 crore,” the ministry added.

B usessuvcars

The budget allocation for school education is Rs 73,498 crore, the highest-ever for
the Department of School Education and Literacy, registering an increase of more
than 19 per cent over last year.

Except for the headline, this story has not been edited by The Telegraph Online

staff and has been published from a syndicated feed. OISR IS 0 e IR

May be Easier Than You Think
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- Building a vibrant nation

By integrating knowledge and skill development with modern practices, we
can nurture youth who are proﬁo:ent and emotionally and physically resilient
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Modl has been a vocal advo-
the introduction of the New
National Education Poli
(NEP) 2020, established after
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Additionally, the School Bag
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bags. This policy focuses on
streamlining educational
materials, promoting digital
resources, and enoon
ergonomic designs. i
Assam and Madhya Pradesh
have taken significant steps to
alleviate the on stu-
dents, with new notifications
set to take effect from the aca-
demic session 2024-
25.'Pariksha Pe Charcha’
(PPC) outlines the vision and
riorities of the government,
the 7th edition of
Pe Charcha (PPC),
Prime Minister Modi inter-
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system needs further reforms.

Hence, g forward, the
nation is bound to have a
more fair, arent, stress-
free, flexible and robust exam-
ination system. The holes are
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basis at all levels. Bbara%on
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where talent, knowledge, and
skills thrive,

{The author is the BJP

Councillor fmm Narayana, '

i} views

ane personal) |



//‘

a,

za\

rnn f"“’

tsav

LD

Ministry of Tribal Affairs

Impact Of PM-Janman Scheme On Education

=

Posted On: 25 JUL 2024 3:05PM by PIB Delhi

inistry of Skill Development & Entrepreneurship (MSDE) through NIESBUD and IIE has
provided entrepreneurship and skill training to the PVTGs beneficiaries for the setting up of VDVKs
followed by mentoring and handholding support. Further, the focus is on sustainable livelihoods,
market development, fair pricing for products, value addition of Minor Forest Produce (MFP), and
capacity building for PVTGs. The overall objective is to establish PVTG- Van Dhan Vikas Kendras
(VDVKs) by enhancing value addition to MFP and other products. As informed by MSDE, the year-
wise details of the beneficiaries under PM-JANMAN for 2024-25 are as under:

SI. No.

10.

11.

State Name

Andhra Pradesh

Chhattisgarh

Gujarat

Jharkhand

Karnataka

Kerala

Madhya Pradesh

Maharashtra

QOdisha

Rajasthan

Tamil Nadu
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No. of beneficiaries trained

5312

1362

835

1561

551

119

5075

3553

1009

2271

611

[



/

2. Telangana 49

n 3. Uttar Pradesh 299

uM. Uttarakhand 263

@ S Tripura 2551 '
@otal 25421

Further, under Samagra Shiksha in respect of PM JANMAN, Ministry of Education, Department of
School Education & Literacy has sanctioned 100 hostels towards the target of education of PVTG
students.

This was informed by UNION MINISTER OF STATE FOR TRIBAL AFFAIRS, SHRI DURGADAS
UIKEY, in a written replies to questions in Lok Sabha today.

Skt

VM
(Lok Sabha US 0472)

(Release ID: 2036837) Visitor Counter : 560

Read this release in: Urdu , Hindi , Hindi_MP , Manipuri , Telugu
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ET-UG 2024 results finally out, topper tally comes down to 17

NE
from 61; direct link here

in May, when the original NEET-UG exams were held, the NTA awarded grace marks to a
certain set of students due to an error in their question papers that had an incorrect
reference in their class 12 NCERT science textbooks read more
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The National Testing Agency on Friday released the revised results of NEET-UG
2024 after the Supreme Court on July 23 ordered to retract compensatory marks
given to students on a Physics question in the original test.

In May, when the original NEET-UG exams were held, the NTA awarded grace
marks to a certain set of students due to an error in their question papers that had
an incorrect reference in their class 12 NCERT science textbooks.

Advertisement
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“The results have brought down the number of toppers which stood at a whopping
61 when the original National Eligibility cum Entrance Test was held. That number
has gone down to 17 now.

To check the results, log on to the official website of NTA.

With this, the NTA has declared the result of NEET-UG for the fourth time. The first
result was published on June 4, the second on June 30, and the third on July 20,
2024.

The revision in the NEET UG-2024 scorecard has impacted approximately 4.2 lakh
aspirants who had initially chosen the previously accepted answer in their physics
question paper.

You May Like

Amazon CFD: Your Route to a Second Income

E NEET-UG 2024 results finally out, topper tally comes down to 17 from 61; direct link here OC.‘:

Sponsored Links by Taboola [

NEET-UG counselling to be held soon

Meanwhile, the counselling for the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test Under
Graduate will be conducted by the Medical Counselling Committee (MCC) following
the release of the results.
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This counseling process is used to allocate admissions to MBBS and BDS programs
throughout India. Candidates can indicate their preferences for colleges and
courses during the registration process and choice-filing stage.
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India’s national education budget 2024/25

by Sandeepa Sahay

£ 26/07/2024 R Higher Education Institutions

Following national elections in India this year, the elected government which started its third
five-year term in June 2024 released the national budget for 2024-25. The economic outlook
continues to be strong and resilient with the growth projection estimated to be 7 per cent
according to the latest IMF projections.

The national education budget, covering both school and higher education, has received one
of the largest allocations in many years with total funding of around £12 billion, an increase of
around £1 billion over last year. In percentage terms, the education budget constitutes 2.5
per cent of the total year's national spending allocation. This figure does not include state-
level spending on education, which makes up a large proportion of total government
education spending.

The budget emphasises four key themes: Employment; Skilling; Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSME); and the Middle Class. The Skills budget has received a big financial
stimulus of £450 million (an increase of 38 per cent over last year's revised estimates) as well
as new schemes to address issues of employment and making young Indians employable,

According to ILO’s India Employment Report 2024, the unemployment rate among educated
youths (grade 12 completers and higher level) was 18.4 per cent in 2022, exceeding global
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l«éverage. Given India’s demographic bulge, there is a mismatch between the increasing
number of educated young people entering the workforce each year and a lack of work
opportunities, which presents an enormous challenge. In that respect, the budget introduces a
new package of five initiatives aiming to facilitate employment, skilling and other opportunities
for 41 million youth over a 5-year period.

This initiative includes incentives for the private sector in creating ’additionaljobs in the
manufacturing and service sectors, encouraging young people to join the formal economy,
internship opportunities to join top companies, initiative to facilitate the participation of young
women in the workforce (which currently stands at only 25 per cent), and upgrading skills
training institutions across the country. These projects have a combined central outlay of £20
billion, which has been pooled from different sectoral budgets held by their respective
ministries. Convergence and coordination between ministries has always been a challenge, so
it will be interesting to see how outcome and performance is reported against the package.

India has 265 million students in school, 43 million in higher education and more than 110
million learners enrolled in skilling institutions. This makes India the largest education system
worldwide if all levels of study are considered. The country has 1.7 million schools, 1,168
universities and over 45,000 colleges and standalone institutions, employing 9.5 million school
teachers and 1.6 million teaching staff in higher education.

School education has historically always made up a larger share of the central government’s
education budget, in the ratio of 60 per cent to 40 percent for higher education. The school
education outlay which has grown at 6.1 per cent from previous year, accounts for 61 per
cent of national-level education spending while higher education is 39 per cent of the total
national budget outlay.

The higher education budget increased by 8 per cent over last year’s budget estimates but
was 16 per cent lower than the revised spending estimates for 2023-24.
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Education funding is increasingly dependent on cess, which is an additional tax surcharge
earmarked exclusively for education. Money from this tax now funds almost 74 per cent of the
school education budget and 33 per cent of the higher education budget.

Areas that received an increased budget outiay in higher education

« Digital e-learning, primarily the higher education data system and Academic Bank of
Credit - a government initiative to increase credit portability and give students more
flexible study options and the new National Digital University. The government looks
set to tap the potential of online education and align it with the academic credit banking
system which has also received a big budget increase so that the efforts are
complementary. This is intended to permit students to choose courses in different
formats based on credit system and will offer flexibility to move between academic
education, vocational education and employment.

» Research and Innovation, particularly programmes that focus on academic and
research collaborations in science, engineering and technical education. Further, a
setting up of corpus fund of £10 billion to boost research and innovation. Fifty-year
interest free loan to financial institutions will be provided in sunrise sectors. Under this
fund, the interest earned would be disbursed whilst the principal amount stays
untouched. Further push to implement of the National Research Fund for basic
research and prototype development which has been announced in 2022-23 budget
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* Increasing uptake of apprenticeships in higher education and better implementation of
the ongoing programme

* Teacher Training, whose allocation has gone up from £4.5 million to £10 million. The
programme seeks to consolidate and strengthen on-going programmes related to
teachers and teaching through effective coordination. It will also enhance institutional
infrastructure for pre-service and in-service teacher training.

* Centre of Excellence in Artificial Intelligence, whose budget has increased by more
than seven times over the previous year’s figure, reaching £25.5 million. It will establish
three CoE in top educational institutions for conducting interdisciplinary research,
developing cutting-edge applications and scalable problem solutions in the areas of
agriculture, health and sustainable cities.

* Increased funds to a few specific higher education institutions. These include 10
Institutions of National Importance, 10 Institutions of Eminence, Central Universities,
IGNOU - Indian’s open and distance education university, Indian Institute of Science,
Education and Research, Indian Institute of Science, Indian Institute of Technology,
Indian Institutes of Information Technology (including a push for setting up new IliTs
through public-private partnerships), and the National Institute of Technology.

Other key observations

The budget for the Indian Institutes of Management has been reduced, and a cut of over 50
per cent has been made to the University Grants Commission (UGC), the domestic higher
education regulator. The latter change is part of a realignment, where the funding that used to
go from UGC to Central Universities will now be directly disbursed to them.

Dedicated research funding for Social Sciences has been excluded and will be a key challenge
for domestic HEIs given limited options to explore.

A new education loan scheme has been introduced following consolidation of three existing
scholarships and loans schemes, with significant financial top up. This would help young
people with financial support for subsidised loans up to £10,000 for higher education in
domestic institutions, with a guarantee provided by the government.

The Equalisation Levy of 2% on digital companies, online education-providing firms, and
software-as-a-service providers without a permanent physical presence in India will be
abolished from 1 August 2024. These changes are in line with India moving to the OECD global
taxation system.

LN Country/Market Intelligence ybjoasttield event type_tid[l=127)
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ealth & education are nobodyS

None of us cares enough to put the BJP on the mat on the lack of priorityfor

JYOTI MALHOTRA

RIME Minister Naren-
dra Modi looked
incredibly natty on TV,
in his olive-green
bandgala and light-
brown shades as he stood at the
memorial in Kargil on Friday
and scolded Pakistan for its con-
tinuing support to cross-border
terrorism — 25 years on, clearly
some things haven't changed.
But back here in Chandigarh,
the Budget documents awaited
study. For a minute it seemed
that the sections on ‘Health’
and ‘Education’ were missing.
Perhaps they had just leaked
into the section that dealt with
‘“taxing capital gains in the share
market” — a category India’s
stock market-crazy audience has
carefully watched since the Bud-
get was announced earlier in the
week. Notably, the market react-
ed with some fury at the very
‘mention of being leashed by Ms
Sitharaman. But everyone
knows that inside her Mangala-
giri saris, Quiet Nirmala is a
woman of indomitable will,
going where both angels as well
as former FM P Chidambaram
feared to tread. She’s unlikely to
be nicknamed ‘Rollback FM'.
Which brings us back to the
other question: Why has Ms
Sitharaman ignored the crying
need to revamp, overhaul and
modernise the aforesaid educa-
tion and health sectors? Having
risen to the top in an incredibly
male-dominated political party,
and before that having studied in
Jawaharlal Nehru University,
Nirmala has learnt well how to

/

0DD: Why has Ms Stharaman gnored

she was Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister in 2014.) More-
over, she respects data. even
when it is hidden in plain sight.

She knows, for example, that it
is plain wrong to compare Bud-
getary Estimates (BE) with
Revised Estimates (RE) because
the two are like chalk and cheese
— the first is about outlay, while
the second refers to actual mon-
ey spent. So, saying that the
health sector got an extra 12 per
cent in funds this year by com-
paring this year’s BE with last
year's RE is plain incorrect,
because it's like comparing
apples with oranges.

The right thingwould be to com-
pare this year's BE (Rs 90,958.63
crore) with last years BE
(Rs 89,155 crore). That's a paltry
increase of Rs 1.803.63 crore, just
1.98 per cent extra in the Health
Ministry’s budget. In addition,
there is a pathetic 1.16 per cent
increase for the National Health
Mission and 1.4 per cent increase
for PM-JAY, a scheme which tar-
gets 55 crore people at the lowest
40 per cent of the pile — both key

separate the wﬁt%ﬁ’ﬁe~ “components of Ayushman Bharat, -

chaff, or good behaviour from

bad. (For example, she is not
known to throw files at her offi-
cials like her former colleague,

the flagship health project of the
Narendra Modi government,

since it was launched in 2018.

So, how will this abysmal

Smriti Irahi, reportedly didwhen  increase fund the elimination of

2] TJ*; Loy, I;ag,t-
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Thetruthis weare
all guilty. The ruling
party and the entre
Opposition have
blood on their hands.

b Roweds 0 Y7 =S

tuberculosis (target 2025) or
make child immunisation uni-
versal or fund the HPV vaccine
rollout for girls and women
against cervical cancer — as the
last was promised in the Interim
Budget in February?

Here, then, is the cold truth.
The Budget expenditure on
health continues to bea mere 1.9
per cent of the GDP, falling far
short of the 2.5 per cent target set
by the 2017 National Health Pol-
icy. Coming on the back of the
Covid-19 pandemic, which hit
India so hard (officially, about
532,000 people are said to have
died). one would think that some
lessons have been learnt So,

refused to learn them?

The education sector is hardly
faz behund. Budget Estmates for
last year weré Ry 112,809.47

~cyore. gng up to Rs 120,627.87

core this year, a marginal
increase of Rs 77284 crore
According to the Economic Sur-
vey, funding for education as a
share of the GDP has actually
gone down to 2010 levels, from
28 per cent to 2.7 per cent
(UNESCO says the global bench-
mark is 4-6 per cent). It won't
surprise you that China allocates
3.3 per cent of its GDP to educa-
tion —and welcomes top foreign
universities to open franchises
— but if even Afghanistan in
2020 was allocating 2.8 per cent
for education (since collapsed
after the Taliban took power).
something is radically wrong
somewhere in New Delhi.

The clear answer to the ques-
tion, Why Does India’s Political
(Class Not Care, if its children are
educated or not, or healthy or not
— has been answered by the pri-
vate sector. Out-of-pocket expen-
diture in both areas has mcreased

by leaps and bounds. In the new ~

India, if you have the maney, you
can afford the best hospitals and
the best schools and colleges —
but if you don't. you're con-
demned to the studge.

baby

poth sectors
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“h former S et Uneeom —
::i jis inheTttor state p_‘..:‘~‘1;
j as Chuna tzemsT O _—
"‘q‘z‘m as Uhmmanst
meanung, OIMOTRIES
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na m&“i that
must mmpert qualty e
mnmaﬂﬁsr,h:&kv\nirwa fw
who belong to the ehite — @ y™Q
glart at the vry tegnning. by
funding all pnmary achools and
w-‘m-mmwnmm ACTUSS
the length and breadth of the
country [ncha's southern states
Jearnt fast — from Kerala, whach
Jearnt from its formet Kingx hke
Swathi Thinumal. as well as FMS
Namboodiripad's Communsst
government, which then set the
u:mplatl‘fothn”(hnllh‘srmlw-
tor which survives up to this day

So, at the end of the day, when
all the hand-wringing and the
moral outbursts are done. the
answer to the Why s fairly sim-
ple. Yes, education and bealth are
tiot a prionity for the BJP because
paying attention to the stock mar

is more impartant, because it
friendly signals to people at
home as well as companies
abroad to invest maney in it.
| Except, that's the easy answet
The truth is, we are all guilty The
tuling party and the entire Oppo-
sition have blood on their hands
— the BJP the Congress, the
Samajwadi Party, the DMK, NCP
Trinamool Congress and every
ather political party. None of us
cares enough to put the BJP on
the mat, to ask it tough questions
an the lack of priority for educa-
tion and health — because we are
afraid the people may tum
around and ask us those same
questions. Why didn’t we do any-
thing when we were in power?

So, we spread the blame, and the
glﬂLWpareaﬂgxuhy No one is
guilty. We would rather watch the
PM declaim at Kargll Or keep
tabs on the stock exchange as
copies the heart rate of my

favourite athlete at the Olympics

—ahryes, the Olympics are here.
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“Alexa in her school bag is ready with all answers

Alife-size doll in school uniform, equipped with
fine-tunes the English communication skills of

of Kochi city, appears to
be just another little girl in
her school uniform and
neatly pleated hair. Only
on approaching a bit
closer does one realise
that it is a decked-up doll,
much smaller thana
mannequin, dressed in
uniform with a bag on the

Students of Government Lower Primary School, Udayathumvathil,
interacting with Alexa-equipped life-size doll. speciar ARRANGEMENT

shoulders. them, and obeyed their
For thelittle onesinthe | commands truthfully.
school, initially she was a Later, they realised that it
‘magic doll’ who had all was not a doll, but Alexa,
the answers to their e-commerce giant
questions, albeit in a Amazon’s cloud-based
foreign accent alien to + virtual voice service
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students of a government lower primary school on Kochi suburbs

an immediate hit with the
students, to the point that
interacting with Alexa has
become an inducement
for students to come to
school without fail. Ms.
Thomas vouches that the
language of students has
commands to Alexa.
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School bag policy should be strictly followed in government and private schools
School Education Minister Shri Singh holds departmental review in Narsinghpur

Bhopal : Sunday, July 28, 2024, 19:38 IST

144



School Education and Transport Minister Shri Uday Pratap Sihgh has said that the school bag policy should be strictly
followed in all government and private schools. He also instructed officials to maintain continuous supervision for this. The
School Education Minister said in the meeting that information about the dates and places where the Block Education
Officers and the departmental staff conducted surprise inspections of schoals in the month should also be made available to
the public representatives. School Education Minister Shri Singh was addressing the review meeting of the School Education
and Transport Department in Narsinghpur on Saturday. MLAs Sarvshri Vishwanath Singh Patel, Mahendra Nagesh, District

Panchayat President lyoti Nilesh Kakodiya and local public representatives were present in the meeting.

Minister Shri Singh obtained the mapping information of students in the year 2023-24 and 2024-25 on the Samagra Shiksha
Portal. He also directed to conduct a thorough inspection of the recognition criteria accorded to private schools up to class
8th In the district in the past years. The Education Minister directed that the work of counseling of teachers for higher post
charge be completed within a week. He enquired about the progress of CM Rise School building construction in Dobhi and
Karell of the district. He sald that the building construction work should be done compulsorily within the stipulated time.
School Education Minister Shri Singh also directed to identify and dismantle such dilapidated government school buildings in

the district and make alternative arrangements for them.
Review of Transpart Department

Transport and School Education Minister Shri Singh, while reviewing the Transport Department on Saturday, said that it
should be ensured that the citizens visiting the office do not face any kind of difficulty in government work. He asked to take
appropriate measures for safe transportation of vehicles attached to educational institutions and to prevent overloading.
Minister Shri Singh reviewed the Nal Jal schemes of Gadarwara area. He said that Information about the schemes which have
been handed over should be given to the public representatives, It was told in the meeting that under the Pradhan Mantri
Janman Yojana, approval has been obtained for the 29 km long road from Mohpani to Baragaon of Bawai Chichli black

costing Rs. 40 crore and the Millmadhana road costing Rs. 13 crore, Work on these will be started soon.
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Ministry of Education

Ministry of Education celebrating 4th anniversary
of National Education Policy 2020 with week-
long campaign, “Shiksha Saptah”

Schools Nationwide Celebrate Day 7 of “Shiksha Saptah”
with “Community Participation through Vidyanjali and Tithi
Bhojan”

Posted On: 28 JUL 2024 10:37AM by PIB Delhi

The Ministry of Education is celebrating the 4th anniversary of the National Education Policy 2020
with a week-long campaign, “Shiksha Saptah”. On Day 7, schools nationwide are emphasizing
community involvement in education through the Vidyanjali and Tithi Bhojan initiatives.
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in Schools

from 22-28 July 2024 to mark the
4th Anniversary of National Education Pelicy 2020
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Vidyanjali, a school volunteer management program, run by the Department of School Education &
Literacy of the Ministry of Education, was launched by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi on 7th
September 2021. The program aims to strengthen schools and improve the quality of education
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through community, corporate social responsibility (CSR), and private sector involvement across the

country.

As part of the campaign, the Department of School Education & Literacy has provided a list of
suggested activities for schools. Schools are focusing on onboarding themselves to the Vidyanjali
portal and identifying local volunteers to providesupport. They will also feature the names of active
volunteers on a “Wall of Fame/Notice Board” in schools. Additionally, principals, teachers, and
students will write letters of gratitude to these volunteers.

’
Community awareness activities, such as rallies, street plays, poster-making, and chart-making about
volunteer activities, shall also be organized. State- and district-level officials are actively participating
to ensure the campaign’s success. These efforts align with the National Education Policy 2020’s goal
of increasing community participation in education.

These activities aim to build a strong support system for students and teachers, creating a better
learning environment, by bringing together schools, volunteers, and the community through the
Vidyanjali portal (https://vidyanjali.education.gov.in/).
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(Release ID: 2038018) Visitor Counter : 6434

Read this release in: Telugu , Urdu , Marathi , Hindi , Hindi_MP , Manipuri , Bengali , Gujarati , Tamil , Kannada
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ACCESSIBILITY AND INCLUSIVITY IN EDUCATION
FOR DIVYANGS

Posted On: 29 JUL 2024 5:59PM by PIB Delhi

The Department of School Education & Literacy, Ministry of Education has launched an overarching
programme for the school education sector-Samagra Shiksha Scheme. The scheme aims to look at
education of Children with special needs (CwSN) in a continuum from pre-school to class XI. The
scheme covers all CwSN with one or more disabilities as mentioned in the schedule of disabilities of
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016.

There is a dedicated component of Inclusive Education under Samagra Shiksha for the education of
CwSN.  Through this component CwSN are provided support via specific student oriented
interventions such as identification and assessment camps, provision of aids, appliances and
assistive devices, transportation, scribe and escort allowance support, Braille books and large print
books, stipend for girls with special needs and teaching-learning materials etc. in order to
appropriately address their unique educational requirements in general schools. Further,
individualized support is also provided through therapeutic interventions at the block level.

Samagra Shiksha also has provisions for creation of differently-abled friendly infrastructure such as
ramps, ramps with handrails and differently-abled friendly toilets for barrier free access in schools.

Further, Government has notified the Accessibility Code for Educational Institutions on January 10th,
2024 and the same has been notified in the Rules of RPwD Act 2016 on 20th June, 2024. The Code
examines the physical barriers and information & communication barriers of access to school
facilities for CwSN. It provides child friendly standards with cost effective solutions for existing
buildings, along with elements to make new buildings compliant with national accessibility
standards.
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[he Government has amended the Schedule to Right to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE)
Act. 2009 and notified the Pupil Teacher Ratio (PTR) for Special Education Teachers in general
schools with 10:1 PTR at primary level and 15:1 PTR at upper primary level.

In addition to above, Government also provides several exemptions/concessions to CwSN such as
facility of Scribe and compensatory time, appointment of Scribe and related instructions, fee and
special exemptions like exemption from third language, flexibility in choosing subjects, alternate
questions /Separate Question efc.

Besides, teaching learning materials are easily available in accessible digital form for instance
talking books in DAISY/ e-Pub for Learners with Blindness and Low Vision. Indian Sign Language
(ISL) introduced as a language subject at Secondary level by National Institute of Open Schooling
(NIOS) and also as a language subject to Deaf and Hard of Hearing Learners at Secondary level,
study materials have been developed as videos in ISL format, one-hour live telecast in ISL thrice a
week on PM e-Vidya TV Channel to disseminate awareness of ISL across the country.

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) is conducting a live interaction
series, titled, “Teaching Learning Interventions for Inclusive Classrooms™. Each episode is of
half hour duration, focusing on promoting inclusive pedagogy practices, by considering one class,
one subject and one-chapter from textbooks, with mandatory ISL interpreter.

NCERT textbooks have been converted into ISL related to curricular content for classes | to VI,
glossary words in psychology, history, geography, urdu, economics have been produced and are
being continually disseminated through DIKSHA portal and PM eVidya DTH TV Channels, on
regular basis to ensure coherent access of these e-Contents. A 10,500 words ISL dictionary
uploaded on DIKSHA in collaboration with ISLRTC.

Further, to improve the identification of CwSN, the Government has introduced the Prashast App for
early screening and identification of CwSN in regular schools. Teacher capacity building programs
are being undertaken under NISHTHA in hybrid mode to train general teachers to address the
leaning needs of CwSN.

The information was given by the Minister of State for Education, Shri Jayant Chaudhary in a written
reply in the Lok Sabha today.

L 2 2
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NCERT RULES PROVIDE 10 ‘BAGLESS DAYS’ FOR STUDENTS OF CLASSES 6-8

Union Ministry of Education unveiled its guidelines on Monday for introducing bag-free days for grades sHeeigatedy.
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NCERT Rules Provide 10 ‘bagless days’ For Students of Classes 6-8

The Union Ministry of Education unveiled its guidelines on Monday for introducing bag-free days for grades 6
through 8, as well as for enhancing the joy, experience, and stress-free nature of classroom instruction.

The National Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) institution, PSS Central Institute of
Vocational Education, produced the recommendations, which were unveiled on the fourth anniversary of the new
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020.

Every student in classes 6-8 were encouraged to take part in a 10-day bag-free period as part of the NEP, 2020.
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instructioric] it vewuid nu. ony, c3sei. w2 b Jiers wolwee,, woukisi, ..1owledge and application of knowledge but
also expose kids to the skill requirements in the workplace, assisting them in choosing their future professional

path.(https:/Istudycafe.in/)

“As determined by states and local communities and as mapped by local skilling needs, every student will
take an enjoyable course during classes 6-8 that gives a survey and hands-on experience of a safifilisngsdddy
important vocational craft such as carpentry, electric work, metal work, gardening, pottery making, etc.,”
they added.

All children would take part in a 10-day bag-free period sometime between classes 6 and 8, according to the
ministry, when they would intern with local trade professionals like potters, gardeners, and carpenters.

-
“The ﬁt' < «2n Hag-free days | to integ' .te them in o the teaching and learning process, not just as

An annual calendar can have events for Ten Bagless Days scheduled for any number of times. However, keeping
two or three slots is advised. All subject instructors may be involved in creating an annual work plan. The
recommendations said that indoor and outdoor activities might be combined in one day if needed.

Among the suggested activities in the NCERT recommendations include visiting and surveying vegetable markets;
volunteering; surveying and reporting on pet care; drawing, building, and flying kites; planning a book fair; lounging
beneath a banyan tree; and seeing a biogas factory and solar energy park.

Other programs that were introduced on the occasion of the National Education Plan’s anniversary included a
Tamil channel, specialized television channels for teaching different Indian languages, career guidance guidelines,
braille and audiobook versions of primers in 25 Indian languages for early graders, the National Mission for
Mentoring and National Professional Standards for Teachers, a school innovation marathon organized by the All
India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), and a book on professional competencies and graduation
attributes.

Additionally, four books and lecture notes were released with the intention of encouraging teachers and students to
adopt Indian knowledge systems.

The goal of NEP, 2020, a four-year initiative, has been to revolutionize the nation’s educational system in order to
prepare the next generation of students. Union Minister of Education Dharmendra Pradhan said in a statement that
“NEP, 2020, stands as a symbol of hope for transform'ing the learning landscape, harnessing the country’s
demographic dividend, empowering the population, and driving socio-economic development.”

He went on, “The country’s education is now more futuristic, rooted, global, and outcome-oriented thanks
to the implementation of NEP, which has made learning more vibrant and guided.”

The idea of the Akhil Bharatiya Siksha Samagam is to commemorate the adoption of NEP, 2020, to rekindle the
commitment of different stakeholders for its successful implementation, and to recognize the power of unity in
achieving common objectives via cooperative efforts.

Also Read

BSEB Class 9 Registration 2024: BSEB Extended Class 9 Registration Date for the 2026 Matriculation Exams
(https.//studycafe.in/bseb-class-9-registration-2024-bseb-extended-class-9-registration-date-for-the-2026-
matriculation-exams-335991.htm)
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Swaminathan Research Foundat

echoed the sentiments of
Ms, Sankar when she re:
called her experience of
taking children to places,
such as the planetarium,

IT-Madras, Vijayalakshmi Sankar, vice-chalrpers
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lon, during the panel discusslon at the summit. R.RAGU

which exclted them.
pradyumna  Bhattar-
charjee, education speclal-
jst, The World Bank, and
eam lead, TN-WI SAFE,

clted a survey by the Coun-
¢l of Sclentific and Indus-
trlal Research that was
done a couple of years ngo
1o point out the low num-
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ber of women scientists
even in its own institu-
tions. “It is possible that
women set standards for
themselves and  wonder

[;I;ortunities in school to take up research-oriented

where they fit in the work-
force. Yet, there are
enough studies that show
that mentorship by women
motivates more women to
follow their lead.”
Women-friendly work-
spaces are needed, point-
ed out Dr. Soumya,
ing how in some
government departments
creches have been created.
In Scandinavian countries,
parental leave is offered 0
both men and women in
the workforce, indicating
equal participaton of men
and women in child rear-
ing. In his batch, there was
just one girl in the Indian
Institute of Technology-
Madras (IIT-M), said V. Ka-
makoti, UT-M Director,
who was the moderator of
the session. But in-later
years, the institute made a
consclous decision to ad-

158

St ans

L —

careers

mitzo%g\rlstudemsm
! 'dd_f,wiﬂl

men excel in laboratory
work, particularly quality
checks,” shesaid.

Dr. Soumya
the State governments

from the women faculty. A
Jot of things that we would
not even have thought
about as men were deliber-
ated,” he added.

e



gl4b o)¥e!

.

el

J 3'~nJv 2024 ,%FF

\‘I(\

g e 5 oad
rabod Sk o

1 W%‘WWMMW
mmww b

i &t U5 21 1 8 199 e e

Ao, dowdt ar diom B wE sE AR

] 2 Al i o 2 s A e

A T S e (dem) &
| OW A E |5 A5 7 B

T g

)
7R 31 fion
1 316 5o 70 iy

Bl up

1 st =l
bEEEEEEE
teefiritEL;
ErEEEEFTEEETE
mmmwmm el

o TS 31 £ A -
A ZAR 3R i

SREEETREREr
A

iHiHHs

EET £ I .
MWMﬁgwmﬁamm

159



—

Al

(‘
Yo 14 Hax) . 3) IR 2024,

u fayme weArTR

| e | T

- eI

e feig 441 3 foment
6 T o e A A
3 foror A AR 1 2047 9 faf

T wm R fws 2w ¥

wafador # 3 S AnEA 3w
HFeq A S A S

- g & 3 v i sk E e

o 3 240 gR 29 F AT a2

- % fo o el dif R TR

m' miziwaad?sm
Eclcoc et T
g Aftdeym e § RIE A 57
bt Sl
WA F 2 e o et 3 RA R g
il & A S sTemE! i afen
o= % ug-m fe freee @ fee
T O | 3 A SRR B A
2 T Fa fr o Rewe W af 3 w1
T T 7 A T A AR
WA et A dea Fren
@ora W e Wwe o1 @

Tl A AR S

ﬁwﬂammmﬂmﬁiﬁ%
a7 uF AR B A 10 W wR feem

e il & e ek B FE R
fPar W] T A s TR A
SR 2| 3 Fa Q2 W
e ¥ faenfedi wor ) endE 1

it R A s W A 2 PR

T o 3 e T wen & R
%1 A #1 o1 A T 8 e
T SRR R ) R IR A
e 2 e i o 1w A
FRAAR] Faw 2 a1 3 Fo &
TER R F e | Form o v A
gﬁmmﬂﬁmmamm
|
oa 10 a6l 3 v S 41 BIR
@l Beft e sl
G TRT e T g0 g A
F7 6 2014 A 96 1 WA o il
i fore oo S 9 e avaan) # o
St ot | 7S SnEAR W G o ¢
iz T 1 21 RN § U A
# | o RR 2R T S 10 8 B
141000 Mﬂﬁmaﬁihrﬁ%

160

At 2024 3 745 G 1 e »
T | A S S W 4

ke A m e 21 fimrs 1 e o

{19 @ T
'ﬂwﬁmmﬁmﬁwm

/3 et ¥ 8ot e ) 2 o ke R -

I\

Fidter m e fige fiis faeet, s
msf ummfmﬁm a&ﬁmq«m wie T, Ei fei
wriF § 7 e qerE 1 tﬂmw!ﬁafﬂaﬁ,ﬁﬁ aftes e Fdw i g

miam@ﬁqwﬁuiaais‘tl
et o ¥ 7765 G TR F
A F R
Mﬂmﬁl@ﬁmﬁ?ﬁwﬂ
A WER A A # A e

% e g i A R fEe
mmﬁa TwmfEwER
qeft 3 A4 1 eH
M%mimmwﬂaﬂm
#1 o W o o FreeE e
a3 o, e
T o, RO R W, Sl
T fife, et St 2, e v 3
Fua T, ey P e

5 Hom fife, s = A e
a7 o fasiR afem, genE &
TR TEARET SR o S, e




——

~/ ANALYSIS OF 17 SCHOOL BOARDS

- PARAKKH: Class 10-12
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'School education is key to Bharat's future': Sanjay Kumar at
Education conclave

At the India Today Education Conclave 2024, Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of the Department of
School Education and Literacy, highlighted the importance of education in shaping India's
future and the urgent need for reforms.
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In Short

» Sanjay Kumar underscores the importance of school education for India's future
» Highlights challenges and solutions in Indian school education

» He began by acknowledging the efforts of parents and teachers in valuing and
promoting education

During the India Today Education Conclave 2024, Sanjay Kumar, Secretary of the
Department of School Education and Literacy, shed light on the critical aspects of
India's school education system. He emphasised the significant role education plays
in shaping the nation's future and the urgent need for reforms.

Kumar began by acknowledging the efforts of parents and teachers in valuing and
promoting education. He stressed that the core components of education remain
unchanged, as students still look forward to attending school and interacting with
their teachers and peers. However, he raised an important question: Are today's
students as excited about going to school as previous generations?

ADVERTISEMENT

apeejay.edu
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b

Highlighting the National Education Policy (NEP) 2020, Kumar pointed out its
importance as the first education policy of the 21st century. The NEP focuses on
making education more accessible and engaging through experiential learning and
the integration of technology. The policy aims for a 100 percent Gross Enroliment
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Ratio (GER) in secondary education by 2030, addressing the current retention
challenges where only 44 percent of students reach Class 12.
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ana motvatea teacners. He also Notea tne aisparity In SCNool Sizes, wWitn many
schools having fewer than 50 students, which affects the quality of education. He
advocated for clustering smaller schools to create larger, more resourceful
educational institutions.

Furthermore, Kumar discussed the evolving nature of knowledge acquisition and the
impact of digital media on learning. He stressed the importance of developing
foundational literacy and numeracy skills in early childhood, as well as the need for
continuous professional development for teachers.
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Kumar concluded by emphasising the role of technology in education and the
necessity for a balanced approach between online and offline training for teachers.
The NEP's new curriculum frameworks and the introduction of engaging, toy-based
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pedagogy for young learners are steps towards achieving a more effective and
inclusive education system.

The session highlighted the challenges and opportunities in the Indian education
system, setting a clear agenda for future reforms and improvements. =
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Aiming to further familiarize children with sport and well-being, the Education Ministry plans to
introduce physical education in kindergartens, while its hours in primary and secondary schools are
also set to increase.

An Education Ministry official told Kathimerini that “after the pandemic and the periods of
quarantine, it has been observed that children exercise less and do not choose physical activities.”

Sports schools are also returning to Greek education, but in a different context compared to the past.
Sports schools had been abolished in 2011 after almost 30 years of operation and their more than
12,000 students were absorbed into other schools.

The plan envisages the creation of a sports middle and high school in each of Greece’s 13 regions.
The admission criteria will be the progress of each candidate in sports and their performance.
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NCERT students of classes 6-8 to enjoy 10
‘bagless days’, internships and field trips

Bl India Bureau 18hrsago [

In a bid to make learning more engaging and stress-free, the National
Council for Educational Research and Training (NCERT) has issued

guidelines for implementing 'bagless days' for students in classes 6 to 8.
This initiative aligns with the recommendations of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, which emphasised the need for a ten-day
bagless period for this age group.

The guidelines, developed by the Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central
Institute of Vocational Education, aim to integrate these bagless days
into the core curriculum rather than treating them as an add-on. The
focus is on providing students with hands-on experiences and exposure
to the world beyond textbooks.
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During these ten days, students will besencouraged to participate in
various activities, including:

’

« Internships: Students will have the opportunity to intern with local
vocational experts like carpenters, gardeners, and potters, gaining
practical skills and insights into potential career paths.

« Field trips: Visits to historical monuments, cultural sites, and higher
educational institutions will broaden students' horizons and foster a
sense of curiosity.

« Community engagement: Interactions with local artists and craftsmen will
expose students to different cultures and traditions.

The NCERT believes that these experiences will not only bridge the gap
between theoretical knowledge and practical application but also help
students make informed decisions about their future careers. Schools
are advised to allocate a minimum of ten days or 60 hours for these
activities, which can be incorporated flexibly throughout the year.

By introducing bagless days, the NCERT aims to create a more holistic

and enriching learning environment for students, fostering creativity,
critical thinking, and a lifelong love for learning.
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