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Preface 

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and 

academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-makers 

in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational excellence and 

innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and the promotion of 

advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for its hybrid collection 

of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other reference collections.  

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library 

and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as 

edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has 

delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed 

newspapers related to education during July 2024. 

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and 

keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper 

clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy; 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education. 

Being an educational tool, the newspaper clippings under this edition shall surely serve as a 

valuable resource for scholars doing research in the field of education as the period i.e. July 

2024 covers the newsclips related to celebration of four years of National Education Policy and 

introduction of new text books by NCERT based on NEP 2020.  

 

 

(Dr. Akash) 

Head, LDD 

NCERT, New Delhi 
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M
ed

ica
l 

co
nti

nu
e to

 
be

 
go

ve
rne

d by
 

ce
ntr

al 

m
ec

ha
nis

m
s for 

hig
he

r 

ed
uc

ati
on

 can 

me
dic

ine
 and 

en
gin

ee
rin

g. 

Re
gu

lat
ory

 

inc
lud

ing
 

pr
of

es
sio

na
l 

co
urs

es like
 and 

ad
m

iss
ion

s for 
hig

he
r 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

tai
lor

-m
ad

e 

po
lic

ies
 for 

syl
lab

us,
 

tes
tin

g 

Thi
s 

wo
uld

 

en
ab

le 

the
m to

 
fra

me
 

mo
vin

g 

ed
uc

at
io

n' bac
k to

 
the 

Sta
te list

. 

be
 a 

pr
od

uc
tiv

e 

dis
cu

ssi
on

 

tow
ard

s bei
ng 

bor
ne by

 
the 

Sta
tes

, 

the
re 

nee
ds to

 

Ra
ng

ara
jan

. 
R

 

dea
lin

g with
 

loc
al 

iss
ues

. 

po
lic

ies
 of

 
the 

na
tio

na
l 

de
pa

rtm
en

ts and 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

de
pa

rtm
en

ts for 
im

ple
me

nti
ng

 

pr
ov

inc
es

 of
 

the 

co
un

try
 

hav
e 

the
ir own 

for 
sch

oo
l and 

hig
he

r 

ed
uc

ati
on

. The 

go
ve

rne
d by

 
two 

na
tio

na
l 

de
pa

rtm
en

ts Af
ric

a, on
 

the 

oth
er 

han
d, 

ed
uc

ati
on

 is
 

lan
de

rs 

(eq
uiv

ale
nt of

 
Sta

tes
). In

 
Sou

th ves
ts 

leg
isl

ati
ve

 

po
we

rs for 
ed

uc
ati

on
 

wit
h 

pr
ov

inc
es

. In
 

Ge
rm

an
y, the 

co
ns

tit
ut

io
n 

ed
uc

ati
on

 is
 

co
mp

let
ely

 

ma
nag

ed by
 

the 

and 

en
su

rin
g 

equ
al 

acc
ess

. In
 

Ca
nad

a, 

aid,
 

foc
us

sin
g on

 
key 

ed
uc

ati
on

al 

issu
es 

pr
im

ari
ly 

inc
lud

e 

po
lic

ies
 for 

fn
an

cia
l 

bac
k to

 
the 

Sta
te list

. 

tow
ard

s 
mo

vin
g 

'ed
uc

ati
on

' ne
ed

s to
 

be
 a 

di
sc

us
sio

n bom
e by

 
the 

Sta
tes

, 

the
re sha

re of
 

the 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re bei
ng 

au
ton

om
y 

in
 

view
 of

 
the 

tha
t 

the
se

 

iss
ue

s 

wo
uld

 

va
ni

sh
. 

ce
nt

ra
lis

ati
on

 

doe
s not 

ne
ce

ss
ar

iy
 

me
an 

NTA hav
e 

Wh
en was the 

sub
jec

t 

add
ed to

 
the 

list
. 

'ed
uc

at
io

n'
 in

 
the 

co
nc

ur
re

nt
 

co
m

m
itt

ee
 

was 

to
 

pla
ce 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 o
f 

this
 

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

 

One 

of
 

the 

am
en

dm
en

ts 
to

 
the 

pro
vid

e 
re

co
m

m
en

da
tio

ns
 for Sw
ara

n 

Sin
gh 

Co
mm

itte
e to

 

Co
ng

res
s 

par
ty 

co
ns

tit
ut

ed
 the Du
rin

g the 
Em

erg
en

cy
, the ba
ck

 to
 

the 

St
ate

 

lis
t? 

Sh
ou

ld 

ed
uc

ati
on

 be
 

br
ou

gh
t 

wo
rks

 out t
o 

24% and 76% 

re
sp

ec
tiv

ely
. 

and 

tra
ini

ng
 are 

co
ns

id
er

ed
, the 

sha
re 

by
 

all 
oth

er 

de
pa

rtm
en

ts o
n 

ed
uc

ati
on

 spe
nt by

 
the 

Sta
tes

. 

Eve
n if

 
ex

pe
nd

itu
re

 

15% 

is
 

spe
nt by

 
the 

Ce
ntr

e 

wh
ile 85% 

is
 

the firs
t 

tim
e in

 
our 

po
lity

. cre
ate

d 
a 

fed
era

l 
str

uc
tu

re
 for 

THE
 

GIS
T 

de, Tudy 2024 ,Cag
e o,

 
- 8 

Sw
ara

n 

Ho
we

ve
r, 

du
rin

g the 
Em

erg
en

cy
, the 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 

pr
ac

tic
es

? 

for the firs
t 

tim
e in

 
our 

po
lity

. The 

the 

Br
itis

h rul
e 

cT
ea

ted
 a 

fed
era

l 

str
U

ctu
re

 The 

Go
ve

rn
m

en
t of

 
Ind

ia Act
, 

193
5 

du
rin

g Wh
at is

 
the 

hi
sto

ric
al 

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
? 

Em
erg

en
cy

 

pa
sse

d the 44t
h 

co
ns

tit
ut

io
na

l 

Mo
rar

ji 

De
sai that

 

cam
e to

 
pow

er afte
r 

The 

Jan
ata

 

Par
ty 

go
ve

rn
me

nt led by
 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

po
lic

y, 

im
pr

ov
em

en
t in

 the 

co
nc

ur
re

nt
 list
 

in
cu

de
 a 

un
ifo

rm
 The 

arg
um

en
ts in

 
fav

ou
r of

 
ed

uc
ati

on
' in

 

Wh
at can be

 
the way 

fo
rw

ard
? 

and 

aut
ho

r of
 

Po
lity

 

Sim
pli

fie
d. 

Vie
ws 

Ra
ng

ara
jan

. R
 

is
 a 

for
me

r IAS 
off

ice
r 

in
 

ord
er t

o 

evo
lve

 

all
-In

dia
 

po
lic

ies
 on

 
the 

to
 

pla
ce 

'ed
uc

ati
on

' in
 

the 
co

nc
ur

ren
t list 

re
co

m
m

ne
nd

at
io

ns
 of

 
this

 

co
m

m
itt

ee
 

was 

C
on

st
itu

tio
n.

 

One
 of

 
the 

re
co

m
m

en
da

tio
ns

 for 

am
en

dm
en

ts
 to

 
the Sin

gh 
Co

mm
itte

e t
o 

pro
vid

e 

view
 of

 
the 

lio
n's

 

sha
re of

 
the 

ex
pe

nd
itu

re 

Co
ns

ide
rin

g the nee
d for 

au
ton

om
y i

n 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

de
pa

rtm
en

t's
 

fun
cti

on
s 

co
lle

ge
s and 

un
iv

er
sit

ies
. The 

fed
era

l 

ma
nd

ate
 

sta
nd

ar
di

se
d 

tes
ts and 

su
pe

rv
ise

 

set the 
ov

era
ll 

ed
uc

ati
on

al 

sta
nd

ar
ds

, 

lio
n's

 

Co
ns

ide
rin

g the nee
d for 

ho
we

ve
r 

dis
pla

ye
d tha
t rec

en
t 

iss
ue

s 

su
rro

un
di

ng
 the 

NEE
T and 

cou
ple

d with
 

lack
 of

 
pr

of
es

sio
na

lis
m

. The 

ed
uc

ati
on

' to
 

Sta
te list 

inc
ud

e 

co
rru

pti
on

 The 

arg
um

en
ts 

ag
ain

st 

res
tor

ing
 

co
nc

ur
ren

t list?
 

How 
do

 

oth
er 

co
un

trie
s 

gov
ern

 

ed
uc

ati
on

? es
tim

ate
d a

t 
6.2

5 lakh
 

cro
re 

(20
20

-21
), 

by
 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

de
pa

rtm
en

ts in
 

our 
co

un
try

 202
2, out o

f 

the tota
l 

rev
en

ue
 

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
 

pre
par

ed 

by
 

the 
Mi

nis
try

 of
 

Ed
uca

tio
n in

 

Bu
dg

ete
d 

ex
pe

nd
itu

re
 on

 
Ed

uc
ati

on
' 

Fu
rth

er,
 as

 
per the 

rep
ort

 on
 

'A
na

lys
is of

 

ap
pro

ac
h is

 
ne

ith
er 

fea
sib

le nor 

de
sir

ab
le.

 

193
5 

du
rin

g the 
Br

itis
h rule

 The 

Go
ve

rn
m

en
t of

 
Ind

ia Act
, 
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24



25
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27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



eve
ryo

ne 
wil

ling
 to

 
ens

ure
 

eq
uit

ab
le 

U
N

 

SD
Gs

, 

wh
ich

 

un
de

rs
co

re
 

tha
t w

e w
e 

can set up
 

tar
ge

ts to
 

ac
hie

ve
 the yea

rs to
 

go, that
 is

 
till 

203
0, in

 
wh

ich
 Th

is is
 

20
24

. W
e 

hav
e six 

mo
re 

lea
de

rsh
ip

 on
 

the 
glo

bal
 

sta
ge

..."
 qu

ali
ty and 

bre
ad

th tha
t 

wo
uld

 

su
pp

ort
 ver
sal

 

acc
ess

 to
 

an
 

ed
uc

ati
on

 of
 

high
 

ac
co

rde
d to

 
the task

 of
 

en
su

rin
g uni 

and 

str
en

gt
he

ne
d. 

Hi
gh

est
 

pri
ori

ty 

is
 

ne
ce

ssa
ry

 
tra

ns
fo

rm
at

io
n,

 is
 

mu
ltip

lyi
ng

 in
 

mi
llo

ns
, 

fac
ing

 the bec
om

e job 

cre
ato

rs.
 W

e 
seem

 to
 

be
 ing the 

you
th not to

 
look

 for jobs
 but 

op
me

nt and 

sta
rt-

up
s, 

iro
nic

all
y urg 

fo
rm

er De
an of

 
Ar

ts, 

the firs
t 

wo
rld 

pro
vid

e. 

1 

ca
m

pu
se

s and are eve
n 

off
ere

d free
 

bre
ak

 tho 

ho
ste

ls lie 
va

ca
nt

. 

ac
co

m
nm

od
at

io
n,

 as
 

du
rln

g 

su
mm

er 

the
lr 

wa
rda

 are 

inv
ite

d to
 

vis
it the 

abo
ut the 

fac
ilit

ies
 

that
 

un
ive

rsl
tie

s in
 

set
tle 

abr
oad

 by
 

pa
ren

ts,
 

tea
ch

ers
 and you

th are 
bei

ng 

sed
uc

ed
 to: 

O
n 

the 
oth

er 

han
d, the 

pri
vil

eg
ed

 
ent

s and 

visi
t 

pri
vat

e 

en
su

re
 

qu
est

ion
, who will

 

bell
 the cat. Thi

s of
 

co
ur

se
 

en
ga

ge
s the 

tric
ky

 tion
s can be

 
we

ede
d out 

co
m

ple
tel

y. 

the 
do

ma
in of

 
co

mp
eti

tiv
e 

ex
am

ina
 can be

 
in

tro
du

ce
d and 

co
rru

pt
io

n in
 

m
ina

tio
n, 

so
 

tha
t 

str
uc

tu
ra

l 

ch
an

ge
s 

be
 

ad
dr

es
se

d with
 

urg
en

cy
 and 

det
er 

thr
ou

gh
 

un
pr

ec
ed

en
te

d 

sca
ms

 

mu
st hav

e 

re
ce

nt
ly

 

bee
n 

de
m

ea
ne

d 

at
 

bot
h the 

sta
te and 

na
tio

na
l 

lev
els

, 

jobs
. 

Qu
ali

fic
ati

on
s, 

me
rit and 

per
for

m 

and 

res
pe

ct for 
qu

ali
ty 

ed
uc

atl
on

 has 

you
r 

cho
ice

. Thls
 

co
mp

let
e lack

 of
 

eth
ics

 

the 
mo

ney
, you can buy any 

deg
ree

 that
 

kers
 and 

fixe
rs who seem

 to
 

be
 

dom
i 

nat
ing

 our 
ed

uc
ati

on
 

sec
tor

. 

Ify
ou hav

e 

anc
e are 

red
un

da
nt.

 It
 

is
 a 

wo
rld 

of
 

bro 

tion
s, 

bu
yin

g 

qu
est

ion
s and 

pu
rch

as
ing

 gen
ce ofa 

ma
rke

tpl
ace

 for 
lea

kin
g ques

 

ex
am

ina
tio

ns
 

hav
e 

ge
ne

rat
ed

 the eme
r NET

, 

NE
ET,

 and all 
oth

er 

co
m

pe
titi

ve
 

to
 

be
 

the 
pre

fer
red

 

sea
rch

 

ob
ses

sio
n. So

 

cu
ltu

re
s, and 

l o
f 

the 

Ind
ian

 

pe
op

le,
 

the
ir 

tra
dit

ion
s, 

thar 

hum
uage

s. It
 

seek
s to

 wh
ile 

tak
ing

 

into
 

ac
co

un
t the 

div
ers

ity
 

to
 

res
po

nd
 to

 
the 

req
uir

em
en

ts of
 

fast
 

ch
an

gin
g, 

kn
ow

led
ge

-b
as

ed
 

so
cie

tie
s 

tion
 of

 
the 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

sys
tem

 in
 

ord
er 

for the 
tra

ns
fo

rm
ati

on
 and 

rei
nv

igo
ra 

tion
 

Po
licy

 

201
9 

pro
vid

es 

a 
fra

me
wo

rk vis
ion

. It
 

sta
tes

, 

"Th
e 

Na
tio

na
l 

Edu
ca itse

lf 

co
m

m
en

da
ble

 

goa
ls, 

mi
ssi

on
 and 

rev
am

p 

irr
es

pe
cti

ve
 of

 
pro

fit and 

for an
 

im
m

ed
ia

te
 and 

th
or

ou
gh

 

to
w

ar
ds

. do
llar

 

eco
no

my
 w

e 
may be

 
asp

iri
ng

 los
s, 

wh
ate

ve
r 

mi
gh

t be
 

the 

tar
ge

t 

our 

eag
er t

o 
lea

rn.
 vid

e 

lif
elo

ng
 

op
po

rtu
ni

tie
s for 

tho
se 

ed
 

int
ere

sts
. 

and 

low
er 

m
id

dl
e-

cla
ss

 

ho
me

s, 

ma
ny 

ing 
stu

die
d in

 
ve

rn
ac

ul
ar

-m
ed

iu
m

 

an
 

in
es

ca
pa

bl
e 

maz
e 

cre
ate

d by
 

vest
 

sch
oo

ls, find
 

that
 

they
 are 

tra
pp

ed
 in

 

fir
st-

ge
ne

ra
tio

n 

lea
rne

rs,
 

no
stly

 

hav Stu
de

nts
 

from
 the 

wo
rki

ng
 

cla
ss 

ce
ntu

ry
 

po
st-

co
lo

ni
al

 
Ind

ia,
 

cla
ss.

 

Tha
t was 

in
 

189
5 

En
gla

nd
. W

e 

ed
uc

at
io

na
l 

in
st

itu
tio

n 
be

ca
us

e he
 

de
nie

d 

qu
ali

ty 

ed
uc

ati
on

 in
 

an
 

elit
e 

was poo
r and 

be
lon

ge
d to

 
the 

wo
rki

ng
 

the 

Ob
sc

ur
e, the 

yo
un

g 

ille
ga

l 
im

m
ig

ra
nt

s. 
sho

cke
d the 

as
pir

ati
on

al 

ed
uc

ate
d 

you
th 

m
a 

as
 

wel
l as

 
the 

de
sp

era
tio

n to
 

qui
t 

of
 

our 
co

un
try

 

lea
din

g to
 

stre
ss and trau

 

one
's own 

cou
ntr

y and 
pre

fer
 to

 
bec

om
e 

and 
em

pa
thy

. 
of

 
land

 and gold
 for the 

go
lde

n 

op
po

r 

nee
d 

im
me

dia
te 

rec
og

nit
ion

, 

su
pp

ort
 

of
 

the new 

Na
tio

na
l 

Ed
uc

ati
on

 

Po
licy

 tho
se who fall 

wi
thì

n the 

pa
ra

m
ete

rs shi
ps and 

tra
ns

na
tio

na
l 

ide
nti

tie
s. But glo

bal 

edu
cat

ion
, 

int
ern

ati
on

al 

inte
rn 

dif
fer

en
t 

lea
gu

e, for 
them

 it is
 

abo
ut 

sig
ni

fic
an

t 
de

gre
e. lin

ed
 by

 
the 

Un
ite

d 

Na
tio

ns
, to

 
any 

su
sta

ina
ble

 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 

tar
get

s out 

W
e 

hav
e not 

bee
n abl
e to

 
ad

dr
es

s the 

se
lec

tiv
e, 

di
sc

rim
in

at
or

y 
ed

uc
ati

on
. 

neg
ativ

e 

fac
tor

s that
 

con
sol

id 

to
 

hav
e 

fo
re

gr
ou

nd
ed

 

pr
ec

ise
ly cla

ss,
 

rel
igi

on
 and 

ge
nd

er,
 w

e 
see

m 

able
 to

 
ev

ery
on

e 

ire
sp

ec
tiv

e of
 

cas
te, 

and 

ma
kin

g 

qu
ali

ty 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

ava
il 

ins
tea

d of
 

un
iv

er
sa

liz
in

g 

ed
uc

at
io

n 

be
lov

ed
 

co
un

try
? 

In
cr

ea
sin

gl
y W

ha
t 

ha
ve

 w
e 

do
ne

 in
 

our
 

in
 

vu
ln

er
ab

le
 

si
tu

at
io

ns
."

 "tie
s, 

ind
ige

no
us

 

pe
op

les
 and 

ch
ild

ren
 abl

e, 

inc
lud

ing
 

pe
rso

ns
 

wit
h 

dis
ab

ili 

and 

vo
ca

tio
na

l 

tra
ini

ng
 for the 

vu
lne

r eq
ua

l 

ac
ce

ss 

to
 

all 
lev

els
 of

 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

di
sp

ar
iti

es
 in

 
ed

uc
ati

on
 and 

en
su

re ca
tio

n"
 by

 
203

0, 

"e
lim

in
at

e 

ge
nd

er 

"E
lim

ina
te all 

di
sc

rim
in

ati
on

 in
 

edu 203
0 is

 
Qu

ali
ty 

Ed
uc

ati
on

. It
 

sta
tes

 

Na
tio

ns
 for the 

pe
rio

d 2015
 

pr
es

cr
ib

ed
 by

 
the 

Un
ite

d 

tai
na

ble
 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

goa
ls 

he
 

fou
rth

 

am
ong

 the 17
 

sus 

er
ies

 
out for

 
SA

NJ
UK

TA
 

DA
SG

UP
TA

 

sys
tem

 

Jhe 
sta

teu
ma

n, 

s 
Jly 202
4, age No. 

to
 

lea
rn.

 

that
 is

 
pro-

ye
du

ca
tio

n for 

sec
ure

d 

vita
l 

form
 of

 
ca

pit
al tha

t 

wo
uld

 fuel
 the 

ca
pi

tal
, the 

mo
st 

Ind
ia's

 

co
nti

nu
ed

 

asc
ent

, 

pro
gre

ss,
 and 

the 
co

un
try

 

ofte
n 

pro
mo

te skil
l 

dev
el hav

e also
 

no
tic

ed
 

that
 top 

lea
de

rs of
 

fact
 

that
 

pu
bli

c 

me
mo

ry 

ís
 

sho
rt. W

e 

drag
 

the
ir feet

 

ban
kin

g on
 

the 
rel

iab
le 

Fa
ct-

fn
di

ng
 

co
m

m
itt

ee
s 

see
m to

 

ca
ku

cta
 

U
nv

er
sit

y 

(Th
e 

w
rit

er
, 

a 
di

sti
ng

ui
sh

ed
 

ac
ad

er
m

ici
an

, 

s 

sch
oo

ls 
wa

xin
g 

elo
qu

en
t 

and 

in
te

rn
at

io
na

l 

ag
en

ts who 

ro
uti

ne
ly 

the 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

sec
tor

 of
 

our 

co
un

try
, 

Yet the 
ala

rm
ing

 rate
 at

 
wh

ich
 

a 
pr

im
itiv

e 

co
nc

ep
t; 

in
fo

rm
ati

on
 

see
ms

 

you 

fan
cy and join

 any 

pr
of

es
sio

n of
 

Pu
rsu

ít of
 

kn
ow

led
ge 

is
 

ign
ore

d as
 

Na
tio

na
l 

Ed
uc

ati
on

 

Po
licy

 

201
9, has set 

Yet,
 our 

new
ly 

re
-c

on
sti

tu
te

d 

be
lov

ed
 

co
un

try
 is

 
cry

ing
 out 

The 

en
tir

e 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

sy
ste

m 

in
 

man
 

who
 was 

can 

su
rel

y do
 

be
tte

r 

tha
n tha
t in

 
21l

st 

tra
gic

 

pli
gh

t of
 

Th
om

as 

Ha
rdy

's Jud
e 

ded 

lo
ca

tio
ns

. The 

sup
er rich

 are in
 a 

tun
ity

 to
 

lea
rn and ear
n in

 
sta

r-s
tud

 

oth
er 

ag
en

cie
s, in

 
som

e 

cas
es 

sel
lin

g cat
ion

 

loa
ns 

off
ere

d by
 

ban
ks and 

Thi
s 

res
ult

s in
 

hu
m

un
go

us
 edu 

re
va

m
p 

O
r 

ed
uc

ati
on

 sto 
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New De
lhi

 alig
ned

 

with
 the 

Na
tion

al 

Ed
uca

tion
 

"Sc
hoo

ls of
 

Ha
ppi

nes
s,a

nd the
se are 

Em
ine

nce
""S

cho
ols

 o
f 

Bri
llia

nce
"an

d 
exe

rnp
lar

sch
oo

ls call
ed 

"Sc
hoo

ls o
f 

alr
ead

y run 
a 

sim
ila

r 

sch
em

e for 

in
 

the 
PM

-SH
RI 

sch
em

e, 

as
se

rti
ng

 

they
 

Vi
dy

ala
ya

s, 

ren
am

ed
 as

 
Dr. 

Bhi
m Rao 

ed
uc

at
io

n run
s the 

Ra
jki

ya
 

Pr
at

ib
ha

 

Vik
as 

The 
De

lhi Par
ty late
r 

de
cid

ed
 to

 
opt out

. 

im
ple

me
nt 

PM
-SH

RI but the Aam
 

Aa
dm

i MoU
 in

 
Oc

tob
er 202
2 and 

ag
ree

d to
 

also
 

ma
kin

g 

a 
40%

o 

fin
an

cia
l 

co
ntr

ibu
tio

n. 

sp
on

so
r of

 
the

se 

sch
oo

ls and the 
sta

tes
 are giv

en tha
t the 

Ce
ntr

e is
 

not the sole
 

"P
M

-S
HR

I"t
o the 

nam
es ofi
ts 

sch
oo

ls,
 Ex

cel
len

ce 

UN
DE

R 
PM

-S
HR

I 
IN

ST
IT

U
TI

O
N

S 
"E

X
EM

PL
A

R"
 

UP
GR

AD
ED

 
INT

O 
SC

HO
OL

S T
O

 
B

E
 

m
on

th
s"

. 
go

ve
rnm

en
t 

co
un

ter
pa

rt 

San
jay

 

Kum
ar 

Y
ad

av
ha

d 

w
rit

te
n 

toh
is 

ce
nt

ra
l 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

sec
ret

ary
 

Kam
al 

Ki
sho

rY
ada

v 

Why hav
e the 

thr
ee 

sta
tes

 

ref
us

ed
 to

 
sign

 up
 

for 
PM

-SH
RI

? 

14
,50

0 

for the 
sc

he
m

e. ha
ve,

 
ho

we
ve

r, 

agr
eed

 to
 

sign
 

dif
fic

uit
 to

 

P
iM

ar
ch

, 
Pu

nja
b's

 

sa
lar

ies
 in

 
the 

co
mi

ng
 sta
te's

 
fun

ds,
 it 

see
ms

 it 
wo

uld
 be

 

am
ica

bly
bu

t"w
ith

 the 
Cen

tre 

hol
din

g "ev
ery

 

eff
ort

 was mad
e to

 
solv

e this
 

issu
e 

mi
nis

ter
 

Ha
rjo

t 

Sin
gh Bai
ns 

say
ing

 

sch
em

e 

wit
h 

a 
se

pa
rat

e 

sch
en

me
". 

to
 

lin
k the 

re
le

as
e of

 
fu

nd
s of

 
one ear

lie
r 

said
 it 

was 

"u
ne

th
ica

l and 

ille
ga

l 

ed
uc

ati
on

 

mi
nis

ter
 

Br
aty

a 

Bas
u had 

on
 

X
, 

for
me

rly
 

Tw
itte

r, Wes
t 

Ben
gal

 

sou
rce

d from
 the SSA 

fun
ds.

 In
 a 

pos
t 

wo
rkin

g on
 

the SSA 

pro
gra

nm
me

 are 

prim
ary

 

sch
ool

s and 700 

sta
ffe

rs 

Ba
na

sre
e 

Pu
rk

ay
as

tha
 

exp
lain

s 

pe
nd

ing
 

fun
ds 

und
er SSA.

 the 
Ce

ntr
e 

see
kin

g 

rel
eas

e of
 

the 

of
 

the 

th
re

e 

sta
te

s 

hav
e 

w
rit

te
n to

 

Ed
uc

ati
on

 
de

pa
rtm

en
t 

au
th

or
iti

es
 the

ir 

pa
rti

cip
ati

on
 in

 
PM

-SH
RI

. 

de
ve

lop
me

nt 
(HR

D) 
co

nfi
rm

ing
 

m
in

ist
ry

 of
 

hu
ma

n 

res
ou

rce
 

un
de

rst
an

di
ng

 

wit
h the 

Un
ion

 sign
 a 

me
mo

ran
du

m 

of
 

Be
ng

al,
 

De
lhi

, and 

Pu
nja

b 

- to
 

PR
OG

RA
M

M
E 

CE
NT

RE
'S 

PM
-S

HR
I SIG

N U
P 

FOR
 

THE
 

ST
AT

ES
 

DE
CL

IN
ED

 T
O

 
AF

TER
 THE 

TH
RE

E 
TH

IS 
HA

PP
EN

ED
 

emp
loye

es's
alar

ies"
: som

e 

act
ivi

ties
 are 

pen
din

g, 

inc
lud

ing
 

Shi
ksh

a due to
 

wh
ich 

pay
me

nts
 for the 

Sin
gle

 
Nod

al 

Wil
l this
 hit 

ed
uc

ati
on

 in
 

the
se 

sta
tes

? sch
oo

l 

fun
ds 

to
 3 

sta
tes

 Why 

Ce
ntr

e has cut off 
RE

SP
EC

TI
VE

LY
 233

0 
CR

&5
15

 CR, 
ARE

 
YE

TT
O GET

 DE
LH

I 
AND

 
PU

NJ
AB

 WE
ST 

BE
NG

AL
, 

WH
ILE

 
NOT

 
RE

LE
AS

ED
 T

O
 

E1
,00

0 c
r Ed

uc
ati

on
 

(RT
E) Act

, 

200
9. 

Ch
ild

ren
 to

 
Free

 and 
Co

mp
uls

ory
 Sh

iks
ha 

Ab
hiy

an)
 

im
ple

me
nta

tio
n of

 
the 

Rig
ht of

 

(w
hic

h 

sub
sum

es the 
ear

lie
r 

Sar
va Ind

ia)
 

sch
em

e. The SSA 
sch

em
e 

M
ini

ste
r's

 
Sc

ho
ols

 for 
Ris

ing
 

Ce
ntr

e's
 PM

 

SHR
I 

(Pr
im

e they
 

ref
use

d 

RE
LA

TI
ON

S 
CE

N
TR

E-
ST

A
TE

 

wit
h 

mo
re tha
n 20

 
lak

h 

stu
de

nt
s to

 

in
sti

tu
tio

ns
 

und
er this

 

pr
og

ram
me

, 

and 

im
pro

ve
d into

 

"ex
em

pla
r" 

Vi
dy

ala
ya 

Sa
mi

ti are to
 

be
 

up
gra

de
d 

Vid
yal

aya
 

Sa
ng

ath
an

 and 
Na

vod
aya

 loc
al 

bo
die

s 

in
clu

di
ng

 

Ke
nd

riy
a 

Ce
ntr

e/ 

sta
te/

 

Un
ion

 

Te
rri

tor
y 

(UT
)/ 14
,50

0 

sch
oo

ls 

ma
nag

ed 

by
 

the 

d 

Wha
t is

 
the 

PM
-SH

RI
 

progr
amme

? 
ben

chm
ark

s 

ach
ieve

d by
 

thes
e 

sch
ool

s. 

stat
es/U

TS 

to
 

con
tinu

e to
 

ma
inta

in the 

it 
sha

ll be
 

the 

resp
ons

ibil
ity 

of
 

the UTS 
with

out 

legi
slat

ure.
Afte

r 

202
6-2

7, state
s and U

T
 

of
 

j&K
and 100%

 for the 

(Sta
te) for 

nort
h 

eas
tern

 and 

Him
alay

an 

fund
ing patt
ern 

is
 

90(C
entr

e):1
0 Cen
tre 

con
trib

utin
g the rest

. The 40% 

of
 

the 
fina

ncia
l 

burd
en and the to

 
202

6-27
), with stat

es 

shou
lder

ing (27,
000

 cror
e for five 

year
s(20

22-2
3 

budg
etary

 

outl
ay for 

PM-
SHR

I is
 

ben
efit from

 the 
sche

me.
 The 

Ce
nt

re
 

cu
rre

nt 

fin
an

cía
l 

ye
ar'

s 

Ap
ril

-Ju
ne

 hav
e not 

re
ce

iv
ed

 the 

fun
ds for the sta

tes
 

hav
e 

fur
the

r 

all
ege

d tha
t 

they
 

Ja
nu

ary
-M

arc
h 

pe
rlo

ds
. The 

thr
ee 

20
23

-2
4's

 
O

ct
ob

er
-D

ec
em

be
r and 

in
st

al
m

en
ts

 of
 

SSA 

fu
nd

s for 

for the 
relea

se of
 

pend
ing fund

s. and 

remi
nder

s to
 

the HRD mini
stry 

prom
pted them

 to
 

send
 

seve
ral lette

rs 

1000 crore
, 

respe
ctivel

y. This has 

relea
sed are over 515 crore

 and West Beng
al, the SSA funds

 not yetM to
 

aroun
d t330 crore

, for 
Punja

b and 

perio
d. While

 for Delh
i this 

amou
nts 

Ex
pla

ine
r p is

 

Ho
wm

uch
 

mon
ey 

spend
ing? 

tna
nci

a! 
Szp

ss L
8 

July
 

202
4, G'ag

e 

No,
-9 

Aad
mi Par
ty, have

 

dec
lin

ed 

to
 

pa
rtic

ipa
te 

DE
LH

IAN
D 

PU
NJA

B, rule
d by

 
the Aam 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t's

 
di

re
cto

ra
te o

f 

Exp
ress

 

rep
ort

, 

Pun
jab

 had 
sig

ned
 the Pol

icy
 

(N
EP

).A
cco

rdi
ng

 to
 

an
 

Ind
ian

 

Co
ng

res
s is

 
in

 
pow

er, 

ob
jec

ted
 to

 
pre

fix
ing

 Wes
t 

Ben
gal

, 

wh
ere

 the 
Tri

nam
ool

 

(DB
RA

-SO
SE)

. 

Am
bed

kar
 

Sch
ool

s O
f 

Sp
eci

ali
zed

 

up
 

sta
tes

-

Ke
rala

 and 

Tam
il 

Na
du�

 

Two oth
er 

op
po

sit
io

n-
ru

led
 

that
 

Ex
pre

ss has 
quo

ted
 

Pun
jab

 

edu
cat

ion
 

go
ver

nm
ent

 

sch
ool

 

tea
che

rs. 

Ind
ian

 

esp
eci

all
y 

dis
bu

rsa
l of

 
sal

ari
es to

 to
 

hit 
sch

oo
l 

ac
tiv

iti
es

 in
 

the 
thr

ee 

sta
tes

, 

sta
lem

ate
, the 

fin
an

cia
l 

cru
nch

 is
 

like
ly WIT

H N
O

 
RE

SO
LU

TI
ON

 yet to
 

the 

2,4
00 

tea
ch

ers
 

wo
rki

ng
 in

 
MCD

 

In
 

De
lhi also

, 

sal
ari

es for 

aro
und

 

wha
t led to

 
this

 

dis
bu

rsa
l of

 
fun

ds 

und
er the 

Sa
ma

gra
 

Sh
iks

ha 

Ab
hiy

an
. 

are 
sta

rin
g at

 a 
fun

ds 

cru
nch

 

afte
r the 

Cen
tre 

hal
ted

 

Go
ve

rnm
en

t 

sch
oo

ls in
 

De
lhi,

 

Pu
nja

b and We
st 

Be
nga

l 

re
fu

sa
l of

 
the 

th
re

e 

sta
te

s 

-
We

st 

The 
cla

mp
 on

 

fun
ds 

fol
low

s the 

Ac
cou

nt 
of

 
Sam

agr
a 

poi
ntin

g out that
 

"th
ere

 is
 

no
 

bal
anc

e in
 

to
 

im
ple

me
nt the 

op
po

sit
ion

-ru
led

 
sta

tes
 

afte
r sc
ho

ol 
ed

uc
at

io
n 

-to
 

thr
ee

 the 
um

bre
lla

 

pro
gra

mm
e for 

Sa
ma

gra
 

Sh
iks

ha 

Ab
hiy

an 

(SS
A)�

 

sto
pp

ed
 

rel
eas

e of
 

fun
ds 

und
er the 

THE
 

CE
NT

RA
L 

GO
VE

RN
M

EN
T has 

PPOrts
 

Na
tio

na
l 

Ed
uc

ati
on

 

Po
lic

y. 

Mo
re tha
n 

sho
wc

ase
 the 

im
pl

em
en

tat
io

n of
 

the sch
ool

s as
 

ex
em

pla
ry 

ins
titu

tio
ns

 to
 

sch
em

e for 
de

ve
lop

ing
 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t 

PM
-SH

RI ISA 
ce

ntr
all

y 

sp
on

so
red

 

do
ne

? Wha
t has the 

are yet to
 

rec
eiv

e the 
thi

rd and 

fou
rth

 THE 

TH
RE

E 

ST
AT

ES
 

hav
e 

all
eg

ed
 

the
y 

81



82



83



84



85



86



87



sc
ho

ols
 in

 a 
giv

en are
a, 

sue
d 

Ne
ws

om
 on

 

wh
ich

 is
 a 

loc
al 

bod
y for 

ad
m

in
ist

er
in

g sc
ho

ol.
 

A
So

ut
he

rn
 

Ca
lif

or
m

ia 

sc
ho

ol 

di
str

ic
t, 

m
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t 

th
ei

r 

ch
ild

's 

ac
ti

vi
ti

es
 at

 

arg
ue

d tha
t 

pa
ren

ts hav
e the 

rig
ht to

 
inf

or 

vacy
 o

f 

LG
BT

QJ
A+

yo
uth

, 

wh
ile 

cri
tic

s 

hav
e 

for 
the

m
se

lve
s"

 eve
ry 

LG
BT

Q+
 

per
son

 has the 
rig

ht to
 

mak
e saf

ety
 as

 
wel

l as
 

cri
tic

al 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

, tha
t 

pe
rso

na
l 

de
cis

ion
s, 

im
pa

cti
ng

 

he
alt

h and Th
ese

 

de
ec

isi
on

s, it 
sta

tes
, 

"are
 

de
ep

ly 

tíon
s 

reg
ard

ing
 

stu
de

nts
 

sh
ar

in
gt

he
ir gen Se

cti
on

 2 
also

 

co
nta

íns
 

oth
er 

de
cla

ra
 

sig
ne

d it 
into

 law on
 

July
 15. 

Ne
ws

om
, 

Ca
lif

or
mi

a's
 

De
mo

cra
t 

Go
ve

rno
r, Yo

uth
 Act or

 

the 

SA
FE

TY
 

Ac
t. 

Ga
vin

 

ge
nd

er 

ide
nti

ty,
 

and 

to
 

wh
om

. 

to
 

stu
de

nt
s to

 
de

cid
e 

wh
en 

to
 

dis
clo

se
 

the
ir 

de
da

ra
tio

ns
 and the 

rea
so

rn
ing

fo
r 

ion The A
P 

re
po

rte
d. iuc qu

es
ted

 to
 

ch
an

ge
 

the
ir 

ge
nd

er 

id
en

tif
ica

 

stu
de

nt
's 

he
alt

h."
 

pi
str

ic
t 

sta
ff are 

stu
de

nt
 

wi
sh

es
, 

wit
h an

 
ex

ce
pt

io
n for the 

dis
clo

se tha
t 

in
fo

rm
ati

on
 

onl
y to

 
tho

se the de
nt'

s 

ex
pr

es
se

d 

id
en

tit
y and 

pr
on

ou
ns

 and 

titi
es to

 
the

ir 

pa
le

te
d 

to
 

aff
irm

 a 
stu 

icy of
 

not 
dis

clo
sin

g 

stu
de

nt
s'g

en
de

r iden
 

Cou
rt 

Jud
ge 

dis
mi

sse
d 

a 
chal

 

O
n 

ent
s, 

gu
ard

ian
s, and 

fam
ilie

s" of
 

LG
BT

QIA
+ 

co
mm

un
ity

 

res
ou

rce
s for the 

sup
po

rt 

ofp
ar up
dat

e 

ex
ist

ing
 

res
ou

rce
s, for 

su
pp

or
ts and 

sha
ll 

de
ve

lop
 

res
ou

rce
s, or, as

 
ap

pr
op

ria
te,

 

ch
ild

ren
 in

 
gra

des
 7 to

 
12

,"T
he

 

de
pa

rtm
en

t 

Wh
at 

it 
say

s on
 

ob
lig

ati
on

s 

the co
nv

er
sa

tio
ns

 

wh
en they

 are 
rea

dy.
" bu

ild
 

tru
st and hav
e 

the
se 

ual 
id

en
tit

ie
s 

gre
ate

r 

vi
sib

iit
y of

 
div

ers
e 

ge
nd

er and sex 

D
em

oc
ra

tic
 

st
at

es
 

ha
ve

 

ad
vo

ca
te

d for 

LG
BT

Q 

m
at

te
rs

 in
 

sc
ho

ol
s, 

wh
ile

 sta
tes

 

hav
e 

so
ug

ht 

to
 

re
str

ict
 

di
sc

us
sio

ns
 on

 in
 

U
S 

po
lit

ics
 in

 
rec

en
t 

ye
ars

. 
Re

pu
bl

ica
n 

stu
de

nt
s' 

co
ns

en
t, 

inc
lud

ing
 

the
ir 

pa
ren

ts.
 sex
ual

 
or

ien
tat

ion
 

with
 

arn
yon

e 

wi
tho

ut the
 

Wh
at the 

Ca
lif

or
m

ia law say
s 

M
in

or
 

EX
PL

A
IN

ED
 

GL
OB

AL
 

eac
ons

ti pe
op

le and 
the

ir 

fam
ili

es
 to

 

po
rtu

ni
tie

s for 
LG

BT
O+

 

you
ng 

go
ve

rm
ing

b 
erw

ise
 

req
uir

ed
 by

 

sta
te or

 
fed

era
l Lane

 son 
wi

tho
ut the 

pu
pl'

s 

co
ns

en
t 

un
leg

 oth tity
, or

 
ge

nd
er 

ex
pr

es
sio

n to
 

ay
 

oth
er per 

to
 a 

pu
pi>

's 

sex
ua

l 

or
ie

nt
at

on
, 

ge
nd

er iden
 

req
uir

ed 

to
 

dis
cdo

se any 

inf
om

att
on

 

eat
ed

 

g 
bo

ies
, 

sta
tin

g they
 

sib
ili

tie
s on

 
sc

ho
os

, 

the
ir 

em
pl

oy
es

 and 

Se
cti

on
s 

5 
and 

bot
h 

fam
ilie

s and 

Co
mp

an
ies

". man
y 

oth
ers

 

tha
t 

pre
ce

de
d it, 

ata
ck

ing
 

to
 

St
ar

ba
se

 in
 

Te
xas

 due 

to
 

"th
is law and the 

he
ad

qu
art

ers
 

from
 

Ha
wt

ho
rm

e in
 

Ca
lifo

mi
a 

on
 X
 

tha
t his 

co
mp

an
y 

wo
uld

 

mo
ve its 

Spa
ceX

 

fou
nd

er Elon
 

Mu
sk said

 in
 a 

pos
t 

inf
orm

ati
on

 
pri

vat
e."

 firm
ed

 

tha
t 

yo
un

g 

pe
op

le 

have
 a 

righ
t to

 
keep

 

per
son

al ma
tio

n 

ab
ou

t 

the
m,

 and 

co
urt

s 

hav
e af

 to
 

pri
va

cy
wh

en
 it 

com
es 

to
 

sen
sit

ive
 

inf
or 

(g) 
say

s, 

"Pu
pil

s 

hav
e 

a 
co

ns
titu

tio
na

l 

righ
t 

to
 

priv
acy

 and 

sel
f-d

ete
rm

ina
tio

n."
 

Cau
se 

wi
tho

ut the
ir 

con
sen

t 

vio
lat

e 

pu
pil

s' 

rig
hts

 

fci
als

 do
 

not 

haV
e 

ch
iki

ren
 are 

do
ing

 at
 

sc
ho

o 

tut
ion

al rig
ht to

 
kno

w 

wh
at rom 

pa
ren

ts, but 

pa
ren

ts do
 

hav
e ds

tic
t 

sun
g the 

Go
ve

rno
, 

sai
d: 

"S
ho

al of
 

But 

Em
ily Rae

, a 
law

ye
r 

rep
res

en
tin

g the 

the 

rig
ht to

 
kee

p 

se
cre

ts 

the
is 

NEW
 

DE
LH

I, 

JUL
Y 18

 

AJO
Y 

SI
N

H
A

K
A

RP
U

RA
M

 

Tu
esd

ay,
 The 

As
soc

iate
d 

Pre
ss 

irm tha
t 

LG
BT

O+
 

you
th 

thr
ive

 

whe
n they

 

Bu
ild

ing
 on

 
thi

s, 

cla
us

e (e) 
say

s: 

"P
oli

cie
s 

full
 

id
en

tit
ie

s 

be
fo

re the
y are 

rea
dy

". 

ve
nti

on
 

po
lic

ies
. 

suc
h a

s 
ant

i 
cie

s, 

co
un

se
llin

g 

se
rv

ice
s, and 

su
icd

e 
p 

ti-b
ull

yin
g and 

ha
ras

sm
en
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What is the gender gap in education? 
What do figures from the Unified District Infornation System for Education and the All India 

Survey on Higher Education indicate? Are girs more Hkely to complete secondary education 
when they have access to it? What needs to be done to ensure girls, and boys, dont drop out? 

Priscilla Jebarai 

The story so far: 
he World Bconomic Forum (WEF) 
report of 2024 on global gender gaps 
recently ranked India at 129 out of 146 
economies, with a deline in the 

education sector being one of the reasons for 
India's rank slipping a couple of places this year. 

Where does the gap lie? 
According to the WEFs June report, updated 
fhgures in educational attainment indicators 
have caused India's gender parity levels to dip 
from the previous year. "While the shares of 
women are high in primary, secondary and 
tertiary education enrolments, they have only 
been modestly increasing, and the gap between 
men and women's iteracy rate is 17.2 percentage 
points wide, leaving India ranked 124th on this 
indicator," the 18th edition of the report said, 
recordinga score of 0.964 in the education 
category. In the 17th edition, published in 2023, 
however, India had attained a perfect 1.000 
Score in terms of educational parity, ranking 
26th in that category. The main indicators being 
tracked are enroiment levels in primary, 
secondary and tertiary education, as well as the 
adult literacy rate. 

Asked about India's regression from the 
perfect score, WEFs Insight and Data Lead 
Ricky Li said that souroe data for Educational 
Atainment indicators is colected by UNESCO, 
whose fgures are subject to data updates on a 
periocic basis. "In the 18th edition of the Index, 
the values Used in the computation of india's 
Educational Attainment gender parity score 
Correspond to [the] 2022 and 2023 periods. The 
17th edition included data from 2018, 2021, and 

Several 
States have 
closed the 
gender gap 
in higher 
classes; there 
are worries 
about boys 
dropping 
out before 
completing 
school 

Moving up: Girl students with their bicycles in Mandya in 2018. FILE PHOTO 

2022," he told The Hindu. "An important aspect 
of the data to consider when interpreting the 
gender parity is the coresponding period, as a 
seemingly significant change in score could be 
reflecting an update in the values corresponding 
to the indicator," he added. 

What do Indian statistics show? 
The Union Education Ministry tracks school and 
college enrolment data using two major 
collection systems: the Unified District 
Information Systemn for Education (UDISE+) and 
the All India Survey on Higher Education 
(AISHE). The UDISE+ report for 2021-22 shows 
that 13.79 crore boys'were enrolled in school, in 
comparison to 12.73 crore girls, meaning that 
girls make up 48% of the school population. 
However, this varies at the different stages of 
school education. preschool or kindergarten, 
girls make up 46.8% of enrolled children. By 
primary school (Classes 1 to 5), this rises to 
47.8%, improving still further in upper primary 
or elementary school (Classes 6 to 8), when girls 
make up 48.3% of enrolled chikdren. Clearly, 
some girls drop out of school at that stage, when 
the right to free education ends after Class &. 
The gender gap widens in secondary school 
(Class 9 and 10), with girls dropping to 47.9% of 
enrolled children. 

However, girls who do have access to 
secondary education are more likely to stick to 
the finish: the higher secondary level (Class 11 
and 12) has the lowest gender gap of 48.3%. 

That trend continues into higher education, 
according to the AISHE report for 2021-22. In 
that year, the gross enrolment ratio (GER) for 
women in higher education - meaning the 
percentage of the population between 18 and 23 
years enrolled in colleges and universities 
across the country was 28.5, slightly higher than 
the male GER of 28.3. Female enrolment in 
higher education has seen a 32% increase since 
2014-15. Neither the UDISE+ nor AISHE have yet 
published data for 2022-23. 

What is the impact ofa slew of packages to 
incentivise girls to get an education? 
The biggest impact has come from simply 
building more schools. Ifa primary school exists 
withín one or two ilometres of a child's home, 
parents are more likely to enrol their children, 
especially girls. "There has been enormous 
growth in the number of schools, especially 
since the mid-90s, which is when you also saw a 
spike in the enrolment of girls nationwide," says 
Vimala Ramachandran, a former Professor at 
the National Institute of Educational Planning 
and Administration and the first national 
director for Mahila Samakhya, a flagship Central 

government t programme on education for rural girls s and women. .She notes regional differences, pointing out that in Gujarat, where the 
Covernment built few secondary and higher 
Boondary schools, leaving these largely to the 
private sector, girls make up only 45.2% of 
etudents in secondary classes, far behind much 
noorer States like Jharkhand (50.7%), 
Chhattisgarh (51.26), Bihar (50.1%) and even 
Uttar Pradesh (45.4%). 

Another important factor is the presence of 
men teachers. An adviser on child rights to a 

State government which has made progress in 
onrolment says the areas with low enrolment are 
mostiy those with primary schools employing 
only one or two teachers. "Ifa school has only a 
male teacher, parents are not comfortable 
sending their daughters there," he said. 

Transport to and from school can also be a 
barrier, and free bus passes for schoolgirls in 
States like Haryana, Punjab and Tamil Nadu, as 
well as schemes to give free cycles to girls in 
Bihar and other States have improved 
enrolment, though it did not work as wel in 
Rajasthan. Sanitation issues remain a major 
obstacle for girls education in higher classes, 
especially after puberty, and may cause a large 
number of dropouts after Class 8. Though the 
Union and State governments have funded the 
construction of washrooms in schools, there is 
no funding for cleaning and maíntenance, which 
is often left to lax local bodies. 

What is the next challenge? 
A number of States have successfully closed the 
gender gap in higher classes, to the extent that 
there are worries about boys dropping out 
before completing school. In West Bengal for 
instance, girls make up 55.7% of higher 
secondary students, and there are similar 
situations in Chhattisgarh (53.1%) and Tamil 
Nadu (51.2%). The State göverment adviser 
notes that this could partly be attributed to the 
Right to Education Act stipulating that students 
cannot be failed till Class 8."Girls who make it to 
Class 9 are usually interested in studying, but 
some boys who make it to the secondary level 
and then fail simply drop out. There may also be 
higher pressure on poorer boys to earn a living," 
he says, warning that boys must not be allowed 
to slip through the cracks. 

At the college level, although the female GER 
is higher than the male GER, the picture changes 
when looking at regional and discipline wise 
data. For instance, women students make up 
only 42.5% of those enrolled in STEM subjects 
from undergraduate to Ph.D levels, and the 
challenge lies in encouraging more girls to opt 
for these disciplines. Adult literacy is also still a 
matter of concern, with only 64.63% of women 
who are literate, in comparison to 80.88% of 
men, according to the last Census data from 
2011. This calls for steps to improve foundational 
literacy in schools as well as to take education to 
rural women to close the gender gap. 98
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Health & education are nobod)"s baby 
· .....,. bOth sectors 

None of us cares enough to put the BJP on the mat on the lack of priorit,tav _..JC,., r-<. ,.~-· 
~ C]IIQIT$ • 

r.:, ' ' • • j 

THE GREAT GAME 
JYOTI MALHOTRA 

P~::r::; 
incredibly natty on TY. 
ln his olive-green 
bandgala and light­

brown shades as he stood at lhc 
memorial in Kargil on Friday 
and scolded Pakistan for its con­
tinuing support lo cross-border 
terrorism - 25 years on, dearly 
some things haven't changed. 

But back here in Chandigarh, 
the Budget documents awaited 
study. Fbr a minute it seemed 
that the sections on 'Health' she was Human Rcsourtr De\-cl-

and 'Education' were missing. opment Minister in 20l ◄j l\1on,-

Perhaps they had just leaked over, she respects data. C\-en 

into the section that dealt wiUi when it is hidden in pimn sighL 

' 'taxing capital gains in the share She knows. for example. t.hJt 11 

market' ' - a category India's is plain wrong lo compare Bud-

stockmarket-a-azy audience has getary Estimates (BE) with 

carefully watched since the Bud- Revised Estimates (RE) because 

get was announced earlier in tne the two are lil--e chalk and cheese 
week. Notably, the market react- - the fim is about outlay, while 

ed with some fury at the very the second refers lo actual mon­

mention of being leashed by Ms ey spenl So, saying that the 

Sitharaman. But everyone health sector got an extra 12 per 

knows that inside her Mangala- cent in funds this year by com­

giri saris, Quiet Nirmala is a paring this year's BE with last 

The mnh is. \re are 
all gttilty. ll1e ruling 
party and die entire 

Opposition Lm·e 
blood on their hands. 

woman of indomitable will, year's RE is plain incorrect, .;;=::ll.::======= 
going where both angels as well because it's lil--e romparing 

as former FM P Chidambaram apples with oranges. luberrulosis (target 2025) or 

feared to tread She's unlikely to Therightthingwouldbetorom- make child immunisation uni-

be nicknamed 'Rollback FM'. pare this year's BE (Rs 90,958.63 versa! or fund the HPV vaccine 

Which brings us back to the crore) with last year's BE rollout for girls and women 

other question: Why has Ms (Rs 89.155 crore~ That's a palby against cenical cancer- as the 

Sitharaman ignored the crying increase of Rs 1.803.63 crore, just last was promi..sed in the In1aim 

need to revamp, overhaul and 1.98 per cent em-a in the Health Budget in February' 
modernise the aforesaid educa- Ministry's budget In addition, Here, then, is the cold truth. 

lion and health seclDrs' Having there. is a pathetic 1.16 per cent The Budget ~ · on 

risen to the top in an incredibly increase for the National Heallh health continues to be a mere L9 

male-dominated political party, Mission and 1.4 per cent inaslse pe!' cent of the GDE falling far 

andbeforethathavingstudiedin for PM.JAY; a scheme which tar- shortoftbe2..5 percent target set 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, gets 55 crore people at the lowest by tbe 2017 National Health F\il­

Numala has learnt well how -~ -4QJ?er rent of the pile-bath key icy. Coming on the back of tbe 

separate the ~".-'from"'l}je7·:-~nentsaf. AYusbmanBharat, ' Covid-19 pandemic, which rut 

chaff, or good bcliaviour from the flagship health prQject of the India so hard (officially, about 

bad. (Fbr example, she is not Narendra Modi ~ 532,000 people are said ID bav-e 

known tn throw fl.Jes at her offi- since it 1v-as latmched in 2018. died), one would think that some 

cials like her former colleague. So, how 1vill th.is abysmal lessons have been learnt So, 

Smriti .lrahi, reportedly did when increase fund tbe elimination of why has the Modi government 

1ff--- -------------1IW111Ui&~•~l~1t~ll~l~HuiJfli~i~•1u11i~•~u~le11~;)1 

\Ill' i\-r-e- $ ~ l~ -
-,'P ir,hen~Y ~ ~ -
-1.:a;~!l•rw!"Tik' --.T>-

11.'! t!O""Ul ll" e,,,.-,r-Q.~$ 

!lfJllll_ ~ - ck£'ll'-"1"1'-~ 

~ ~.21~..-. 1lifltlo> Cr· 
Iii' JUlh_~ - ~tl 
inu-~11!1' 
ltoial i Al\ cnu,.~ ~ 11 l'~ 

ID the i:,M,w,:.-i cJ. n,u: ~ 
Tht> C.-..1"' t.-."<h Ra~ an! a.. 

ril UJl(ll_T.;l/."\.-.:1 ~"IQ& llll ~ 
~ mu;tir.~~~ 

Cicl"l kJ31111'1 ch!Um. nol~~ ~ 
'11,i'kl bciin,! tu 1/'w:' ~ - !JO~ 

•IAl't RI the 'W l~ b,­
~ an ~ ~ QOO 

primaiy~t~'IWTh Am~ 

lite lcnalth and bm1d"1 c>l tho> 
~IQ: [ndi.a's ~ c!Al,e< 

1oimt ni..-.1 - nun ~ wn«:h 
lalml Oum il• fOfTTll!f ~ b.b;, 

Swath! Thiruool al' ..,.,e1J R5 D,ts 

NamboodJTTJ)lld"s Commurm: 
glJ\~I. wtuch 11-,en se1 th(, 

retu..<cd to I= them 7 lcmplalc ror fundmtz th(, so:::ial ~ 

~ c,:lua Lion s.o.1or Is h.,~rtlly lor which SUM"U! up to this dzy 

€lu bchmd. ~ EstJmatcs for So. at the c.nd of the day. when 

l.st :,nr wcrt Rlr 112.899.H all the hand-wnngirut and th,, 

•crore. gtllng up to Rs 120,627.87 mornl out~~ are done. 1M 

cro.-c th.is . year. a marginal onswt:r to the 'Why' is fair ly s1m­

in=c 'or R, i ,i'28.4 crore pie. Y13, educiuonandbealtharr 

Acrordmg ID the Ec:onomic Sur- not a prlonty for the BJP bcousc 

~y. l\mdmg ror eduation as a paying attention to the stock mar­

share , or the GDP has actually jtet ls more important, because rt 

gone down to 2010 levels, from iends tricndlySJgnals topcop!cat 

2.8 per cent to 2.7 per cent home as well as companies 

(UNESCO says the global bench- abroad to invest mon<.,Y in IL 

mark is 4-6 per cent). It won 't ' Ela:ept, that's the easy answe,: 

surprise you that China allocata The truth is. we are all guilty. The 

3.3 per rent of its GDP to educa- ruling party and the entire~ 

tion-andwelcomestnpforeign lition haVt! blood on their hands 

universities ID open francruses - the B.JP. the Congress. the 

- but if even Afghanistan in Samajwadi Party, the DMK, NCP, 

2020 ,.,-as allocating 2.8 per cent '?rinamool Congress and every 

for education (since collapse:l ether political party None of us 

after the Taliban took power). cares enough to put the BJP on 

something is radically wrong the mat, to ask it tough questions 

scmewhere in New Delhi. oo the lack of priority for educa-

The dear answer ID the aues- tionandhealth-becausewe are 

tion, Why Does India's Fblitical afraid the people may tum 

Class Not.Care, if its children are around and ask us those s.ame 

educated or not, or healtby or not QUestions. Why didn't we do any-

- has been answered by the pri- thing when we were in (XlWe!1 

vate sectm: Out.<Jf-pocket expen- So,.,.'=spreadtheblame,and the 

ditureinbothareasbasincreased gui!L ~ are all guilty. No one is 

by leaps and bounds. In the new - 'gui!ty."W€9.-ould rather watch the 

India, if you hav-e the money, you PM declaim at Kargjl.. Or ~ 

can afford the best hospi1als and tlbs on the stock ea:hange: as rt. 

the best schools and rolleges - ~es the heart rate: of my 

but if you don'l you're con- favourite a!hlae: at the O\ympics 

dernned to the sludge. -oh-yes, the Olympics are here. 

~-- -;r: 
The cold harsh reality is that we have to balance the budget-MichielBlomi,erg 142
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Girls need equal opportunities in school to take up research-oriented careers' 

f more women were to 

take up science, esearch, 
and inn¡vation, then it is 
Decessary for young girls to 
have equal opportuníties 
in school and support from 
the famíly and society, said 
panelists a the Fostering 
Gender Equality in STEM 
Research and Innovation 

sesskon at The Hindñs Ta 
mil Nadu Women's Summit 
2024 held in Chennal on 

Tuesdzy. 

3| 

Though chere are more 
girls than boys in primary 
education, the ratlo falls 

from 6O% to 30% when 

ars read higher educa 
inherent bias Gon level. 

and sodeal stereotyping 
of gender roles change the 
wzy women see hem 
selves. Untle large des in 

rural areas, there are not 
many opportunities for 

to expeneno students science, said Vijayalakshmi 
Sankar, vice chaiperson, 

Shree Rega Polyester Priv 
ate Limited She called for 

mot e eperence ceTttes 
where 1 ould lean 
through hands on expe 
rience, which would in 

turn enable them to make 
better choices. 

Sourmya Swaminathan, 
chairperson, M.S. Swamí 
nathan Research Founda 
don, dwelt on the lack of 
baskc faclites in schoos 
aross the developing 
worid hat makes young 
garis nervous to go to 
school after they readh pu 

She recalled that the 

Page 

er there was Ben 
der stereotyping of work, 
which had been Imprinted 
on young minds, She 

No.4 

edhoed the sentiments of 
Ms, Sankar when she re 
called her experlence of 
taking children to places, 
such as dhe planetarlum, 

Hom let, V. Kamakot, Director, IT-Madras, Vjayalakshmi Sankar, vice-chalrperson, Shree Renga Polyester Private Limited, Pradyumna 

Bhattarcarjee, education specialist, The World Bank, and team lead, TN-WE SAFE, and Soumya Swaminathan, chalrperson, M.S. 

Swaminathan Reearch Foundation, during the panel discusslon at the summit. R. RAGU 

whlch excted them. 
Bhattar Pradyumna 

charjee, educatlon specclal 
ist, The World Bank, and 
team lead, TN-WE SAFE, 

riovjemn 

cited a survey by the Coun 
cll of Sclentific and Indus 
trlal Research that was 
done a couple of years ago 
to polnt out the low num 

ber of women scientists 
even in its own institu 
tions. "It is possible that 
women set standards for 
themselves and wonder 

where they fit in the work 

force. Yet, there are 

enough studies that show 

that mentorship by women 
motivates more women to 

follow their lead." 
Women-friendly work 

spaces are needed, point 
ed out Dr. Soumya, recall 

in Some ing how 
government departments 
crèches hbave been created. 
In Scandinavian countries, 

parental leave is ofered to 
both men and women in 
the workforce, indicating 
equal participation of men 
and women in child rear 
ing. In his batch, there was 
just one girl in the Indian 
Institute of Technology 
Madras (IT-M), said V. Ka 
makoti, ITM Director, 
who was the moderator of 
the session. But in later 
vears, the institute made a 
conscious decision to ad 

mit 20% girl students. The 
decision has paid of, with 
a class having 15 girl stu 
dents now, he said. In her 
company, efforts are made 

to enable women to deve 

lop, said Ms. Sankar. "Wo 

men excel in laboratory 
work, particularly quality 
checks, she said. 

Dr. Sounya appreciated 
the State government's 
scheme of free transporta 
tion for women, which was 
an enabler. A woman in 
leadership position ofered 
a compassionate perspec 
tive and a different out 
look, Mr. Kamakoi said. 

When we had a change 
in the curriculum, there 
was a different perspective 
from the women faculty. A 
lot of things that we would 

not even have thought 
about as men were deliber 
ated," he added. 
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