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ECI suggests amendments in NCERT textbooks for ethical 
ballot decisions 

 

January 08, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
The Election Commission of India (ECI) had suggested some amendments to the Social Science 

school textbooks of the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) 

recently. These amendments have been flagged as incorrect and irrelevant by experts, who are 

concerned that misinformation on the election process will not prepare youngsters to make 

ethical ballot decisions. The suggested changes and remarks surfaced in a news report recently. 

The ECI suggested amendments in the two chapters from the classes VI and X Social Science 

textbooks that were earlier deleted by the NCERT in 2022 to supposedly reduce the burden on 

students during the pandemic. Speaking on the same, former Chief Election Commissioner of 

India, Om Prakash Rawat says, "The ECI has created electoral literacy clubs everywhere, under 

Systematic Voters' Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) programme and have 

received feedback from various participants. When the curriculum is formulated by NCERT, they 

seek views and suggestions from different stakeholders including ECI if the content is related to 

elections, political parties, and electoral politics. It is not censorship or vetting; the amendments 

are done due to the participation of all stakeholders in building a proper curriculum for students." 

ECI cannot remove any content from any textbook, this does not come under its purview. ECI 

gave recommendations after NCERT asked stakeholders to contribute their suggestions and 

views. However, these suggestions are only recommendations and not obligations. Ultimately, it 

is up to NCERT to accept or reject them, adds Rawat. 

Speaking to Education Times, Dinesh Prasad Saklani, director, NCERT, informed that the 

decisions will be made in students' interests, "Syllabus and textbook committees are on the job. 

The learning and teaching material will be developed as per the NCF. It is premature at this 

moment to point out what will and what will not be in the textbooks. Just wait and let the work be 

finished. Whatever is in the interest of school education and students, it should be part of the 

curriculum." 

Meanwhile, on December 20, 2023, Minister of State for Education, Annpurna Devi in Rajya 

Sabha informed that the Ministry of Education and the ECI have entered a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) on November 2, 2023. In her written reply, she highlighted that electoral 

literacy in schools is a part of the NCF for classes VI to XII, integration of voter education and 

electoral literacy appropriately in the curricular framework for all schools. 
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In a first, Kerala to include Constitution Preamble in school 
textbooks 

 

January 17, 2024 

 
Economic Times  
 
In a significant move, the state of Kerala will now include the preamble to the Constitution of 

India in its revised school textbooks. This decision, made by the CPI(M)-led Left Government, 

aims to instill constitutional values in the minds of children. The revised textbooks for classes 1 to 

10 will incorporate the preamble, making it the first time in the state's history. 

The decision comes amid visit of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to the state. PM Modi 

visited famous Guruvayur temple today and also addressed a rally in the state today.General 

Education Minister V Sivankutty, who also serves as the chairman of the State Curriculum 

Committee, announced this decision yesterday. 

The State Curriculum Steering Committee has recently approved 173 new textbooks for classes 

I, III, V, VII, and IX as part of curriculum reforms that have been implemented after a 

decade."This is the first time that the preamble of the Constitution will be included and printed at 

the beginning of every textbook, " stated Sivankutty. The minister emphasized that the LDF 

government has always been committed to upholding constitutional values through various 

reform activities. 

Jayaprakash R K, the director of the State Council of Educational Research and Training 

(SCERT), highlighted that while many NCERT textbooks already feature the preamble, this 

initiative by Kerala is unique. SCERT, an autonomous body responsible for academic programs 

from pre-school to higher secondary levels, will ensure that the preamble becomes a part of all 

revised textbooks in the state. Additionally, teachers will receive training to effectively teach the 

meaning and message of the Constitution and its preamble to students. 

The inclusion of the preamble in textbooks will be language-specific. If the textbook is in 

Malayalam, the preamble will be in Malayalam. Similarly, it will be in Tamil for Tamil textbooks 

and in Hindi for Hindi textbooks. 

This approach aims to create awareness about the significance of the Constitution among 

youngsters.The SCERT Director acknowledged that understanding the concept of the 

Constitution in lower classes may be challenging for children. However, by at least the fifth 

standard, they will have a basic understanding of its principles. 

The revised textbooks, including the preamble, will be made available to students weeks before 

the next academic year begins.Left Leader and former finance minister T M Thomas Isaac 

applauded the state government's decision, stating that it is a response to attempts to 

"communalize education." He further highlighted that the curriculum will also focus on gender 

sensitivity, lessons on Pocso rules, democratic and secular values, and scientific temperament. 

The efforts to include the preamble in school textbooks come at a time when discussions about 

the Constitution and its values are widespread throughout the country. This initiative will help 

children understand the significance of the Constitution from an early age. 
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Centre to prepare books for all courses in regional languages 

 

January 22, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
To provide students with the opportunity to study in their mother tongue, the central government 

has decided that study material for all courses under school and higher education will be made 

available digitally in regional languages included in the 8th Schedule of the Constitution. As per 

the Ministry of Education's directions, all schools and higher education regulators like UGC, 

AICTE, NCERT, NIOS, IGNOU and heads of INIs like IITs, CUs and NITs have been asked to 

prepare study material in Indian languages available for all courses in the next three years. 

The UGC, AICTE and the Department of School Education have also been asked to take up the 

issue of state schools and universities. Studying in one's language can provide a student with the 

natural space to think innovatively without any language barrier, states a release from the 

Ministry of Education. The government has been working in this direction during the past two 

years, with the translation of Engineering, Medical, Law, UG, PG and skill books being done 

through the Anuvadini-based app. These books are available on the Ekumbh portal. In the school 

education, study material is available in multiple Indian languages including over 30 languages 

on DIKSHA. Competitive exams like JEE, NEET, and CUET are being held in 13 Indian 

languages. 
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'Check syllabus for pol science updated yearly' 

 

January 26, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
Subject experts for political science for Class 12 said that students must remember that the 

subject is not only crucial for board examinations, but also holds significance from a career 

perspective. 

Satyendra Malik, a political science teacher at Jayshree Periwal High School, said, "Scoring well 

in board examinations plays a crucial role in career. Students should carefully check the syllabus 

as NCERT books for the subject are updated annually. Some students may not have the latest 

versions, and significant portions may have been deleted from many chapters. Be regular in your 

studies and have a good class discus- sion of all the current topics. It will eventually help you in 

the long run." 

Teachers said that students should prioritise reading NCERT books repeatedly over other books 

available in the market as these supplementary books are generally derived from NCERT 

content. 

Malik said that students must also check the CBSE website to obtain the examination blueprint. 

"This will help students to get the chapter-wise weightage and the structure of the paper. They 

must download CBSE sample papers with marking schemes. Another important factor is that 

rather than memorising facts, students should focus on understanding the reasons behind the 

events and happenings discussed in the book. Understanding the 'why' behind facts makes it 

easier to remember and analyse them for a more extended period, " said Malik. 
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India : Promotion of inclusive education 

February 09, 2024 

 
Syndigate 
 
Ministry of Education has prepared a Guidelines for Regulation of Coaching Centers in the 

country which has been sent to States/UTs for consideration by way of appropriate Legal 

framework. 

The Guidelines encompass several key aspects, including defining coaching centers, specifying 

conditions and necessary documents for registration, issues related to fees, outlining 

infrastructure prerequisites for establishing coaching centers, establishing a code of conduct for 

coaching centers; lay emphasis on significance of mental well-being, advocating for the 

prioritization of counsellors and psychologists' support within coaching centres; no batch 

segregation; maintenance of records etc. 

The guidelines also stipulate continuous monitoring of activities of the coaching center; 

introducing a complaint mechanism and penalties; process for cancellation of registration and 

appeals etc. 

Education being in the concurrent list, the State and UT Government need to consider taking 

further action by way of appropriate legal framework. 

National Education Policy 2020 (NEP 2020) aims to ensure that no child loses opportunity to 

learn and excel because of the circumstances of birth or background. It has taken into account 

the concerns of the Socio-Economically Disadvantaged Groups (SEDGs) which includes female 

and transgender individuals, Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, OBCs, minorities and other 

categories. This policy aims at bridging the social category gaps in access, participation, and 

learning outcomes in school education. 

Department of School Education and Literacy (DoSEL), Ministry of Education is implementing 

Samagra Shiksha scheme, effective from 2018-19. Bridging gender and social category gaps at 

all levels of school education is one of the major objectives of the scheme. The Scheme reaches 

out to girls, and children belonging to SC, ST, Minority communities and transgender. Under 

Samagra Shiksha, there is a provision of Kasturba Gandhi Balika Vidyalayas (KGBVs). The 

objective behind establishing KGBVs is to ensure access and quality education to girls from 

disadvantaged groups by setting up residential schools and to reduce gender gaps at all levels of 

school education. 

The Scheme also covers Children with Special Needs (CwSN) from pre-primary to senior 

secondary level across the country. In keeping with the principle of inclusion, CWSN are 

provided support through specific student oriented interventions i.e. aids and appliances, 

teaching aids, assistive devices, identification and assessment camps, teaching and learning 

materials, orientation program for the parents, education administrators, community, sports 

events, world disability day, braille books/kits, corrective surgeries, transportation allowances, 

escort allowances, uniforms (under RTE), stipend for girls, training of general teachers, financial 

assistance for special educators, use of ICT etc. 

Besides, dedicated efforts for student learning support have been undertaken by NCERT such as 

ePathshala portal (https://epathshala.nic.in/) and mobile app platform to provide free access to 

the NCERT books and e-content for students, teachers and parents. NCERT textbooks are also 

available in audio format (https://ciet.nic.in/pages.php?id=audiobook&ln=en&ln=en). 

Supplementary reading material has also been developed by NCERT. 
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SHRI SANJAY KUMAR CHAIRS A REVIEW MEETING ON PARAKH IN 
NEW DELHI 

 

February 12, 2024 

 
States News Service 
 
The following information was released by the Government of India: 

49th Annual IAEA Conference to be held in New Delhi from 22-27 September 2024 

Secretary, Department of School Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education, chaired a review 

meeting on PARAKH with the stakeholders. Additional Secretaries, Department of School 

Education and Literacy, Ministry of Education, Shri Vipin Kumar and Shri Anandrao V. Patil; 

Head, PARAKH, NCERT, Prof. Indrani Bhaduri, and other Bureau heads were also present for 

the meeting. The Educational Testing Service (ETS), team led by Shri Amit Sevak, CEO, ETS, 

Princeton, US also participated in the meeting. 

Highlighting the importance of assessment, Shri Sanjay Kumar, Secretary, DoSEL said that it is 

at the base of the entire process and if the assessment is run properly it will change peoples 

perception about education. India will set the benchmark for the rest of the world regarding the 

future of assessment, he said. He further said that teachers should be made aware of the 

significance of NAS so that they can conduct the exams with due diligence. 

Detailed discussion took place about the Academic Bank of Credit strengthening the 

Competency-Based Framework through the use of Holistic Progress Cards (HPCs). These HPCs 

are also visualized as teacher training tools and make the teacher aware of the grade-specific 

competencies and their related assessments. 

The National Assessment Center, Performance Assessment, Review, and Analysis of 

Knowledge for Holistic Development (PARAKH) was established in March 2023 as an 

independent body under the Ministry of Education to fulfil the objectives suggested by the 

National Education Policy, 2020 (Para 4.41). 
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REVISED NCERT TEXTBOOKS FOR CLASSES 3 AND 6 LIKELY TO BE 

INTRODUCED THIS YEAR 

 

February 24, 2024 

 
The Hindu 

 

While the Ministry of Education had announced in November 2023 that textbooks for all grades, 
in consonance with the National Curriculum Framework and National Education Policy 2020, 
would be released in time for the next academic year, so far, only books for Classes 1 and 2 are 
available, with 3 and 6 in the pipeline 

The new National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) textbooks for the 

school academic year 2024-25 will most likely only be introduced for Classes 3 and 6, as per 
sources in the Ministry of Education (MoE). Textbooks for Class 1 and 2 based on the National 
Curriculum Framework (NCF) and National Education Policy 2020 have already been released 
and are available in bookstores and on the NCERT website as PDFs for free. The MoE had, on 

November 10, 2023, said that textbooks for all grades, from Classes 1 to 12 would be introduced 
in the upcoming academic year, in line with the new NCF launched last year. 

While notifying curricular area groups responsible for drafting textbooks last year, 
the NCERT had indicated that the timeline for submitting the final draft of textbooks for all 
classes was February 10. The MoE sources say that textbook drafts for Class 3 have been 
received. These drafts, including those for English, Hindi, Urdu, Maths, and 'The World Around 
Us', earlier known as Environmental Studies (EVS), are being proof-read, edited and vetted by 
the NCERT before they are published and circulated to schools across the country. 

For Class 6, textbook drafts for Maths, Science, and the languages (English, Hindi, Urdu, and 
Sanskrit) are also in the process of being finalised. It is also likely for History, Geography, and 
Political Science to be merged into one textbook of Social Science. Currently, Class 6 students 
study from three publications: Our Pasts; Our Earth: Our Habitat; Social and Political Life. 
"However there is no clarity on this yet as those drafts have not been received for vetting," the 
MoE source said. 

After the drafts are submitted to NCERT, editors are assigned to proofread textbooks subject-
wise. "Each editor is being instructed to finish proofreading the entire book of 200 pages or more 
in two to three days, as textbooks need to be sent for publishing and distribution in March," the 
source added. 

"Only Class 3 and 6 will likely receive new textbooks in 2024-25. We have not yet received 
textbook drafts for Class 9 or 11," the MoE source said. "Also it is important that new textbooks 
for senior classes are not released in haste, and that adequate time is taken to research and 
modify material." 
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