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'NCERT changed Ayodhya lessons based on SC order'  

 

June 16, 2024 

 
The Hindu 
 
Council Director Dinesh Saklani defends replaced content in Class 12 political science book 

saying they were done by experts; feels that textbooks should not create 'violent and depressed' 

citizens 

Three months after the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) 

dropped references from multiple places of the Babri Masjid demolition and gave added 

emphasis to the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple movement in its Class 12 political science textbook, 

its Director, Dinesh Saklani, said changes were made by experts as the books did not want to 

create "violent, depressed" citizens. 

Mr. Saklani said he was not directly involved in making the changes and that the experts did 

what they deemed fit as per 'global practices', of screening for old text and revising it to new text. 

He said the Babri Masjid reference removal was in line with the Supreme Court verdict. 

Three-domed structure 

The latest edition of the textbook that was introduced after the changes were announced three 

months ago, does not refer to the Babri Masjid by its name and calls it a "three-domed structure". 

"The experts took a call on what to call it or what not to call it," Mr. Saklani said. 

He defended the change by saying that the NCERT book was a "small book", and if some 

student or anyone else was interested in researching the topic further they could "read about it 

from elsewhere". "We cannot stop people who are curious from reading and researching," he 

added. 

In Chapter 8, "Recent developments in Indian politics", of the Class 12 political science textbook, 

the existing version on Page 136 reads — What is the legacy of the Ram Janambhoomi 

movement and the Ayodhya demolition for the nature of political mobilisation? This sentence in 

the revised textbooks will read — What is the legacy of the Ram Janmabhoomi movement? 

The NCERT said the change was being made "to bring the initial questions in synchronisation 

with internal latest changes made in the chapter". 

Central issue 

On dropping reference to Babri Masjid demolition, in the same chapter, on Page 139, the existing 

version reads, "Fourth, a number of events culminated in the demolition of the disputed structure 

at Ayodhya (known as Babri Masjid) in December 1992. This event symbolised and triggered 
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various changes in the politics of the country and intensified debates about the nature of Indian 

nationalism and secularism. These developments are associated with the rise of the BJP and the 

politics of 'Hindutva'." 

However, the changed version, the NCERT has stated, will read, "Fourth, the centuries-old legal 

and political dispute over the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple in Ayodhya started influencing the 

politics of India, which gave birth to various political changes. The Ram Janmabhoomi Temple 

Movement, becoming the central issue, transformed the direction of the discourse on secularism 

and democracy. These changes culminated in the construction of the Ram Temple at Ayodhya 

following the decision of the Constitutional Bench of the Supreme Court (which was announced 

on November 9, 2019)." 

"The text on Ayodhya issue has been thoroughly revised because of the latest changes brought 

by the Supreme Court's Constitutional Bench verdict and its widespread welcoming reception," 

the NCERT had said in its rationale for revising content in textbooks earlier. 

In another stark change, Class 11 political science textbook has dropped the reference of 

Muslims killed in post-Godhra riots. 
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"Preamble of Constitution is being violated": RJD leader 
Manoj Jha after NCERT revised class 12th political science 

textbook 

 

June 17, 2024 

 
ANI 
 
After the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) revised class 12th 

political science textbook and referred to the Babri Masjid as a "three-dome structure", Rashtriya 

Janata Dal leader Manoj Jha on Monday questioned the "silence" of alliance partners (INDIA 

bloc) over the issue and said the preamble of the Constitution is being "violated."This comes 

after the NCERT left Babri Masjid out, referring to it only as a "three-dome structure" in its 

revised Class 12th Political Science textbook. The revision pertains to Chapter 8, 'Recent 

Developments in Indian Politics'."The education policy should be guided by the Constitution...The 

preamble of the Constitution is being violated...Shouldn't the holocaust, partition and war be 

taught to the students?... What kind of people are taking decisions ?... The students should know 

everything that despite hatred, hate and violence India evolved...Why are the alliance partners 

silent ?... This is an issue related to the future of students," Manoj Jha told ANI. 

NCERT revised its Class XII political science textbook, saying the change reflects the Supreme 

Court's verdict in the Ram Janmabhoomi movement. The final judgement in the Supreme Court 

was declared on 9 November 2019. The Supreme Court ordered the land to be handed over to a 

trust to build the Hindu temple.New NCERT textbooks have hit the market with several deletions 

and changes. The revised Class 12 political science textbook, does not mention the Babri Masjid, 

but refers to it as a "three-domed structure and has condensed the Ayodhya section from four 

pages to two.Several critical details present in the previous version have been omitted, including 

the BJP's Rath Yatra from Somnath in Gujarat to Ayodhya, the involvement of kar sevaks, the 

communal violence following the Babri Masjid's demolition on December 6, 1992, the imposition 

of President's rule in BJP-governed states, and the BJP's expression of regret regarding the 

Ayodhya events. The NCERT is revising the curriculum of the school textbooks in line with the 

National Education Policy (NEP) 2020. 
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NCERT chief: Riot lessons in texts can create 'violent citizens'  

 

June 17, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
Rejecting accusations of saffronisation of the school curriculum, NCERT director Dinesh Prasad 

Saklani clarified that references to the Gujarat riots and Babri Masjid demolition were modified in 

school textbooks to avoid creating "violent and depressed citizens".Textbooks have seen several 

crucial topics dropped or altered. The assertion that ancient DNA from the Rakhigarhi site rules 

out Aryan immigration, leading to calls for more research into whether the Harappans and Vedic 

people were the same, has been removed. 

Also omitted is a detailed table of Mughal emperors' achievements. Other deletions include BJP's 

'rath yatra' from Somnath to Ayodhya, the role of kar sevaks, communal violence after the Babri 

Masjid demolition, President's rule in BJP-governed states, and BJP's "regret over the 

happenings in Ayodhya".The new Class 11 political science textbook claims political parties 

prioritise minority groups' interests for "vote bank politics", leading to "minority appeasement", a 

shift from the 2023-24 session's focus on the lack of evidence for this idea. 

Additional changes include dropping references to the Babri Masjid demolition, the killing of 

Muslims in the Gujarat riots, Hindutva, and tweaking the reference to Manipur's merger with 

India.During an interaction with PTI, Saklani emphasised that these tweaks were part of the 

annual revision process and should not stoke a controversy. "Why should we teach about riots in 

school textbooks? We want to create positive citizens. 

Should we educate our students in a way that makes them offensive or creates societal hatred? 

Teaching about riots at a young age is unnecessary; they can learn about these events as they 

grow up, " he said and pointed out that there was no similar outcry over the absence of the 1984 

riots in textbooks.Saklani's comments come as new textbooks, featuring several deletions and 

changes, were released. The revised Class 12 political science textbook now refers to Babri 

Masjid as a "three-domed structure" and focuses more on SCjudgment that allowed the 

construction of a Ram temple at the disputed site, rather than the details of the Ayodhya issue. 

This judgment led to reconstruction of the temple with the consecration performed by the PM on 

Jan 22.Responding to allegations of curriculum saffronisation, Saklani said, "If something has 

become irrelevant, it must be changed. 

We teach history based on facts, not to create conflicts. Talking about the Indian knowledge 

system or the metallurgical advancements demonstrated by the iron pillar in Mehrauli is not 

saffronisation. 

These are facts."Saklani, who was head of the ancient history department at HNB Garhwal 

University before becoming NCERT director in 2022, has faced criticism over these textbook 

changes, particularly concerning historical facts. 
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'NCERT functioning as RSS affiliate': Congress on textbook 
tweak row 

 

June 18, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
Congress on Monday said that NCERT had become an "RSS affiliate" since 2014. It also 

criticised National Testing Agency over NEET 'grace marks' row.In a post on X, Jairam Ramesh 

said, "The National Testing Agency has blamed the NCERT for the 'grace marks' fiasco in NEET 

2024. 

That is only drawing attention away from the NTA's own abject failures.""However it is true that 

the NCERT is no longer a professional institution. It has been functioning as an RSS affiliate 

since 2014", he added. 

NCERT's director, Dinesh Prasad Saklani, on Sunday said that including discussions of riots in 

school textbooks could potentially have a negative effect, leading to the creation of individuals 

who are 'violent and depressed'. He was referring to the changes made regarding chapters 

based on Gujarat riots and Babri masjid demolition.Talking about the tweaks made in textbooks, 

Ramesh said, "It has just been revealed that its revised Class XI political science textbook 

criticises the idea of secularism as well as what it considers policies of political parties in this 

regard. 

NCERT's objective is to produce textbooks, not political pamphlets and propaganda"."NCERT is 

mounting an assault on our country's Constitution in whose Preamble secularism features 

explicitly as a foundational pillar of the Indian republic. Various Supreme Court judgments have 

clearly held secularism to be an essential part of the basic structure of the Constitution", he 

added. 

Raising concerns regarding the quality of textbooks, the grand old party's spokesperson said, 

"NCERT needs to remind itself that it the National Council for Educational Research and 

Training, not the Nagpur or Narendra Council for Educational Research and Training. All of its 

textbooks are now of dubious quality vastly different from those that shaped me in school."The 

recent updates to the textbooks include removing mentions of BJP's 'rath yatra' from Somnath to 

Ayodhya in Gujarat, the participation of 'kar sevaks, ' communal tensions after the Babri Masjid 

demolition, the imposition of President's rule in BJP-led states, and the BJP's expression of 

regret regarding the Ayodhya events. 
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'Bharat' will not replace 'India' but will be used 
interchangeably in textbooks: NCERT 

 

June 18, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
"Bharat" and "India" will be used interchangeably in NCERT textbooks, aligning with the 

terminology in the country's Constitution, according to Dinesh Prasad Saklani, director of the 

National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).Saklani's comments are 

significant following a recommendation from a high-level panel on the social science curriculum 

to replace "India" with "Bharat" in all school textbooks. In a discussion with PTI editors, the 

NCERT chief stated that both terms will appear in the textbooks and that the council has no 

preference for either. 

The name Bharat gained official prominence last year when the govt issued G20 invitations 

under the title "President of Bharat" instead of "President of India." Subsequently, Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi's nameplate at the summit in New Delhi also read "Bharat" instead of "India"."It is 

interchangeable. 

Our position is what our Constitution says and we uphold that. We can use Bharat, we can use 

India, what is the problem? We are not in that debate. Wherever it suits we will use India, 

wherever it suits we will use Bharat. 

We have no aversion to either India or Bharat, " he said. "You can see both being used in our 

textbooks already and that will continue in new textbooks. This is a useless debate, " Saklani 

added. 

A high-level committee for social sciences, established by NCERT to revise the school 

curriculum, recommended last year that "India" be replaced with "Bharat" in textbooks for all 

classes. Committee chairperson C I Isaac said they proposed replacing "ancient history" with 

"classical history" and integrating the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the syllabus for all 

subjects. At that time, NCERT stated no decision had been made regarding the panel's 

recommendations. 
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Erase our names or will sue: Yogendra, Palshikar to NCERT 

 

June 18, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
Political scientists Yogendra Yadav and Suhas Palshikar wrote to NCERT on Monday objecting 

to the inclusion of their names in new textbooks after they had requested removal of their names 

as authors from the revised versions. They warned legal action if these books were not 

immediately withdrawn.Yadav and Palshikar said they did not want NCERT to use their names to 

endorse "politically biased, academically indefensible and pedagogically dysfunctional" political 

science textbooks. 

Last year, the former chief advisers for the political science textbooks had criticised the 

rationalisation exercise for "mutilating" the books beyond recognition and demanded the removal 

of their names.They said textbooks, once a source of pride, had become a source of 

embarrassment. Despite their objections, the revised textbooks still list them as chief advisers. 

Expressing shock that "more than a year after our original request, NCERT has gone ahead to 

publish... 

without removing our names", Yadav and Palshikar said in their letter, "We are also distressed to 

learn that NCERT has taken a step further in its drive towards indiscriminate distortion of these 

textbooks. NCERT has resorted to significant additions and rewriting that are out of sync with the 

spirit of the original textbooks. Both of us, as chief advisers of the original textbooks, have 

already registered our strong disapproval of this unethical mutilation of textbooks that violate both 

the authors' rights to intellectual property and the students' right to quality education. 

"They also said if NCERT considered these textbooks inappropriate, it was entirely within its 

rights to withdraw them and publish new versions, however, adding that it had no moral or legal 

right to alter these textbooks "without consulting any of us and yet publish these under our 

names despite our explicit refusal... 

it is bizarre that authors and editors are forced to associate their names with a work they no 

longer identify as their own".Last year, NCERT had said that "withdrawal of association by any 

one member is out of question" as the textbooks were a collective effort. NCERT director Dinesh 

Prasad Saklani could not be contacted for his comment. 

The council has once again courted controversy as its revised Class 12 political science textbook 

omits the mention of Babri Masjid, referring to it only as a "three-domed structure". Other 

deletions include references to BJP's 'rath yatra' from Somnath to Ayodhya, the role of kar 

sevaks and communal violence following the Babri Masjid demolition, among others. 
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"NCERT no longer professional institution," Congress' Jairam 
Ramesh lashes out after NTA blames NCERT for NEET 2024 

row 

 

June 18, 2024 

 
ANI 
 
Congress leader Jairam Ramesh on Monday criticized the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT) and said it was "no longer a professional institution" but a 

political tool for the ruling party.The comments by the Congress' General Secretary in-charge-of 

Communications were made in the wake of the National Testing Agency putting the blame on 

NCERT for the "grace marks" fiasco in the 2024 examinations of National Eligibility-cum-

Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to medical colleges. Jairam Ramesh said that the blame 

game only served as the NTA's effort to draw attention away from its own "abject 

failures.""However, it is true that the NCERT is no longer a professional institution. It has been 

functioning as an RSS affiliate since 2014. It has just been revealed that its revised Class XI 

political science textbook criticises the idea of secularism as well as what it considers policies of 

political parties in this regard," he said in a post on X.The Congress Rajya Sabha MP said, 

"NCERT's objective is to produce textbooks, not political pamphlets and propaganda NCERT is 

mounting an assault on our country's Constitution in whose Preamble secularism features 

explicitly as a foundational pillar of the Indian republic. Various Supreme Court judgments have 

clearly held secularism to be an essential part of the basic structure of the Constitution." 

Further, he mocked NCERT stating that it "needs to remind itself that it the National Council for 

Educational Research and Training, not the Nagpur or Narendra Council for Educational 

Research and Training.""All of its textbooks are now of dubious quality vastly different from those 

that shaped me in school," he said.On Sunday too, the Congress leader had addressed 

concerns about NEET's fairness and transparency.He noted that during his time on the 

Parliament's Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare (2014-2019), there was broad 

support for NEET, though some MPs, particularly from Tamil Nadu, were worried it would 

disadvantage students from non-CBSE schools.Ramesh called for a proper analysis of whether 

NEET is discriminatory and if students from poorer backgrounds are being denied opportunities. 

He also highlighted concerns about the integrity of the NTA and the way NEET is designed and 

administered. He expressed hope that the new Parliamentary Standing Committees would 

prioritize a comprehensive review of NEET, NTA, and NCERT.Meanwhile, students across the 

country have protested the issues surrounding the 2024 NEET-UG exam, including reported 

paper leaks and the allocation of 'grace marks'. The NTA announced that the scorecards of 

1,563 candidates who received 'grace marks' would be cancelled, and these candidates would 

have the chance to retake the exam on June 23, with results expected by June 30.Several 

petitions have been filed in the Supreme Court, seeking to recall the NEET-UG 2024 results and 

conduct a fresh examination due to alleged paper leakage and malpractices during the May 5 

exam. 
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NCERT textbook changes 2024: Do allegations of 
saffronisation hold true for the latest revisions in Political 

Science books? 

 

June 19, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
Under the BJP-led NDA government, significant revisions to NCERT textbooks have stirred 

controversy time and again, with critics accusing the government of saffronizing educational 

materials. Key changes this time include replacing references to the Babri Masjid with 'three-

domed structure' and reducing content related to Ayodhya in Class 11 and 12 Political Science 

textbooks.In the Class 11 Political Science textbook, the chapter on Secularism previously 

stated, "More than 1, 000 persons, mostly Muslims, were massacred during the post-Godhra 

riots in Gujarat in 2002. 

" This has been changed to, "More than 1, 000 persons were killed during the post-Godhra riots 

in Gujarat in 2002, " removing the specific reference to Muslims. Similarly, the mention of Nehru's 

criticism of the majority community's communalism now omits the phrase "which posed a threat 

to national unity." In the Class 12 textbook, the account of women abducted during partition now 

excludes the phrase "on both sides of the border, " and definitions of political terms like 'Left' 

have been altered to emphasise state control of the economy. 

References to the Babri Masjid have been minimised, and it is now referred to as a "three-domed 

structure."In the Class 12 Political Science textbook, other significant deletions include the BJP's 

'rath yatra' from Somnath to Ayodhya, the role of kar sevaks, and details of communal violence 

following the Babri Masjid's demolition. The revised narrative now highlights the legal and 

political dispute over the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple, culminating in the Supreme Court's 

decision to construct the Ram Temple. 

The section on recent political developments has also been modified, with updates to the 

portrayal of the Congress and BJP's vote shares and the implications of the Mandal 

Commission's recommendations.Political Reactions and CriticismPolitical figures like Congress 

leader Jairam Ramesh have been vocal in their criticism. Ramesh condemned the alterations as 

an assault on India's secular constitution, highlighting concerns over historical accuracy and 

ideological bias. 

He argued that such revisions could influence educational narratives towards a partisan agenda 

rather than objective learning.Objections from Former AdvisorsFormer chief advisors for political 

science textbooks, Suhas Palshikar and Yogendra Yadav, have threatened legal action against 

NCERT. They expressed dismay over their names being associated with textbooks they no 

longer endorse, despite prior requests for disassociation. 

Palshikar and Yadav argue that the revisions distort historical facts and undermine the academic 

integrity of NCERT's educational resources.NCERT's JustificationNCERT Director Dinesh 
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Prasad Saklani defended the revisions, stating they were based on expert recommendations 

aimed at updating outdated content and aligning with current legal perspectives. Saklani 

emphasised the importance of maintaining educational relevance while adhering to constitutional 

principles. 

He also clarified that the changes were made to streamline information and reduce academic 

burden, particularly in light of disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.Historical Context 

and Government InfluenceThe controversy surrounding NCERT's textbook revisions is not 

unprecedented as already mentioned. Since 2014, the BJP-led government has faced criticism 

for allegedly promoting a saffron agenda in educational reforms. 

Previous changes to textbooks have also sparked debates over historical accuracy and 

ideological influence, reflecting broader concerns about the politicisation of education in India.In 

2017, revisions in the NCERT book 'Recent Developments in Indian Politics' sparked 

controversy. The change included altering the nomenclature of the Gujarat riots from 'anti-Muslim 

riots' to 'Gujarat riots'. 

This change was seen as part of a broader effort to reshape historical narratives. Additionally, 

contentious alterations, such as the removal of maps depicting Aksai Chin as a 'disputed area' 

and the exclusion of chapters on the Mughal Empire from syllabi, have fueled debates over 

ideological influences on educational content. 
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Primary schools can only use NCERT, GCERT textbooks 

 

June 26, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
The state education department recently issued a notification ordering primary schools to follow 

textbooks, curriculum and evaluation methods prescribed by the National Council of Educational 

Research and Training (NCERT) and the Gujarat Council of Educational Research and Training 

(GCERT). 

Schools have been prohibited from teaching from other privately published educational books 

such as guides. 

The notification dated June 21 states that in accordance with the Right to Education (RTE) Act, 

2009, schools must only use NCERT-GCERT approved materials in their curriculum and that 

unauthorized books, self-study guides etc are not permitted. Schools have also been prohibited 

from using private publications unless they have received specific approval. 

If students bring NCERT or GCERT published or prescribed books, and if they are subjected to 

discrimination or harassment for that, the department will take action against the management 

under the Juvenile Justice Act, the notification states. 

Sources said that the Union govt implemented the RTE Act to ensure free and compulsory 

education for all children aged six-14. The curriculum for primary education is governed by 

GCERT. 

The notification says the order is applicable to all primary schools defined under the RTE Act, 

including those affiliated with central boards and the state board. 

Unauthorized educational materials such as guides, self-study books, maps, experiment books 

and essay collections will not be allowed. 
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Schools reopen but NCERT books for Class 6 unavailable 

 

June 29, 2024 

 
Times of India 
 
Schools are awaiting National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) books for 

Class 6, which are being published anew due to change in curriculum. While the academic 

session has started, due to non-availability of books schools are using the bridge course 

provided online by NCERT. 

In April, NCERT wrote to CBSE and education secretaries of all states and UTs, that the Class 6 

curriculum was being updated. The letter mentioned that NCERT will be coming out with new 

textbooks for Class 6 for academic year 2024-25, and that the books would be available by mid-

May. To help teachers prepare students for the new course, NCERT uploaded a bridge course 

on its portal. 

Anuj Jain, owner of Vijay Book Depot said, "The new NCERT books of Class 6 have not hit the 

market. We do not know when they will be available. Hence, the online bridge course shall 

continue to be used." 

A CBSE school principal said it is shocking that there has been such a level of delay. "Class 6 

textbooks are neither available in online or offline format. We are still awaiting details about the 

same, " she said. 

TOI checked the NCERT website and books of classes are available for free download. 

However, for Class 6, the science book carried the "revised in November 2022" tag. 

Another principal said, "It is the same for all subjects. Some parents told me that they have 

managed to get the new books, but it seems to be from some private publishers, and that must 

be a longer version of the bridge course. While I have not seen the books yet, it is unfortunate 

that some private publishers or fly-by-night printers are fooling parents." 
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