EDUDOC SERVICE SERIES

EDUDOC SERVICES:
NEWSCLIPS

NEWS CLIPPINGS FROM DAILY NEWSPAPERS

April-June 2024

LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTATION DIVISION
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
National Council of Educational Research & Training

Sri Aurobindo Marg, NewDelhi-110016
Phone: 011-26592317 E-mail: library-nie@ncert.nic.in


mailto:library-nie@ncert.nic.in

Preface

The Library and Documentation Division (LDD) of the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT), serves as a crucial hub for information, research, and
academic resources, supporting the diverse needs of educators, researchers, and policy-
makers in education. Established to foster an environment conducive to educational
excellence and innovation, LDD plays a pivotal role in the dissemination of knowledge and
the promotion of advanced learning in the field of academic research. LDD is recognized for
its hybrid collection of old and new print collections of books, journals, reports, and other
reference collections.

With the mandate of Dr. Dinesh Prasad Saklani, the Hon’ble Director, NCERT, the Library
and Documentation Division executes several specialized services for its patrons known as
edudoc services. In this edition of “EDUDOC SERVICES: NEWSCLIPS”, the LDD has
delved into and presented a compilation of newspaper clippings published in reputed
newspapers related to education during April - June 2024.

In the fast-paced world of today, newspapers play a crucial role in shaping public opinion and
keeping society informed about the latest developments. This publication of newspaper
clippings is an attempt to encapsulate news published about National Education Policy;
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and School Education.
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THEINDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, APRIL4,2024

A'lthough changes have been

| carried out in History and
{ Sodologyto(ﬂ:oolsforChssesZ
t 8,10,11and 12, the most substan.
| tive have been made to the
i Chapter titled “Bricks, Beads and
| Bones - The Harappan
] mﬁsaﬁon"indneaassleisto:y
| textbook called Themes in India
. History Part4

| Theadditions and deletions

| related to the Harappan
i CGivilisation have been justified on
. the grounds that "recent evidence
 from archaeological sites” war-
| rants a "correction” in the said
f chapter. The additions primarily
| emphasise the "unbroken conti-
! nuity for 5000 years" of the
Harappan civilisation, reference
recent archaeogenetic research
conducted at the Rakhigarhi site
| to rule out Aryan immigration,
i and suggest that the Harappans
| practised some form of demo-
cratic system,

For instance, to emphasise
“continuity”, NCERT has deleted 2
sentence that states "It appears
' that there was a break between
i the Early Harappan and the
| Harappan civilisation, evident
from large-scale bumingat some
sites.asweuasﬁwabandonmnt
of certain settlements." The
Council has added three new
paragraphs on the recent DNA
| StudyatRakhigarhi whichrejects
Aryan immigration and empha-
sises that "Harappans are the in-
digenous people of this region.”

"The genetic roots of the
Harappansgobackto 10.000BCE.
The DNA of the Harappans has
continued till today and a major-
ity of the South Asian population
appears to be their descendents,
Duemtradeandmlnu'aloontac(s
of the Harappans withdistant re-
gions there is & mixture of genes
in'small quantity, The continuity
without any break in genetic his-
tory as well as cultural history
tules out large scale immigration
of the so-called Aryans, This re-
searchalsoindicates that the peo-

plecoming from the borderingar-
eas and distant regions were al-
sorbed inthe Indian society. Atno
stage, the genetic history of the
Indians was either discontinued
or broken. As the Harappans
started moving towards Iran and
Cenu-alAda.d\eirgenesalsograd-
ually spread in those regions," the
NEW paragraph pertaining to the

- archaeogenetic research at

i, States.

Asentence has been added
calling for more research into the
relation between Harappansand
Vedic people. It states, "More re-
search is also required on the re-
lationship  between the
Harappans and the Vedic people
assome scholars have argued that
the authors of the Harappan civil-
isationand the Vedic people were
the same." This sentence, NCERT
states, hasbeenadded for "critical
thinking of the students.”

It's pertinent to mention here
that ancient Indian history, espe-
cially the origins of the Harappan
Civilizatiom‘sasubjectdeeplydi-
vided by ideological perspectives,
Pre-Marxist Indian historians be-
lieve that the source of Indian civ-
i!im:ionlieswimindigexms peo-
plewhocalledﬂlmmelves&wns
and were the same as the Vedic
People. Incontrast, Marxist histo-
nans supportthe Aryan migration
theory, arguing that . the
Harappans were pre-Viedic,

Some of the other changes
made in Sociology and History

include:

B n the Class 6 History text-
book a Chapter titled Tribals,
Dikus and the Vision of a Golden
Age’ nﬂsabwtﬂirsaMunda'sqr
position to "missionaries and
Hindu landlords.” Here, the word
Hindu has beendropped and this
omission has been justified stat-
ing that it reflects the "diverse so-
dial backgrounds of the landlords
of the time.”

® In the Class 7 History text-
bookOwPas(s-u,Aduptertitled

‘Devotional Paths to the Divine'

-

L

* NCERT tweaks: Doubts on Aryan migration |

has a section on Nayanars, saints |
devored to Shiva who emerged |
during the seventh to ninth cen- |
turies. Under this section, a sen- |
tence states that there were 63 t
Nayanars, who belonged to the |
different caste backgrounds, such
4s potters, "untouchable" work- |
€15, peasants, hunters, soldiers, !
Brahmanasand chiefs NCERThas |
dropped the words "caste back-
grounds” and replaced it "social |
backgrounds™ with the Justifica- |
tion that "workers peasants, |
hunters, soldiers reflect social !
background" and not caste. !
Binthe fifth chapter (Patterns
of Social Inequality and Exclusion) |
of the same Class 12 Sociology !
book.asecﬁononadivasistrug— i
gles starts with: "Like the
Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled
Tribes are social £roups recog-
nised by the Indian Constitution
as specially marked by poverty,
and sodial stigma.”
The portion that states SCs and ST
are marked by poverty, power- |
lessness and social stigma has i
beendeleted. This hasbheen justi-
fied by NCERT as “minor
editing for better construction of ;
the sentence,” ;
B Another example of Sardar
Sarovar Damunder the same sec. |
tion onadivasistruggles hasheen
edited. The original sentence
reads: "Projects such as the Sardar
Sarovar dam on the river .
Narmadainwestern indiaand the
Polavaram dam on the river
Godavari in Andhra Pradesh dis-
place hundreds of thousands of |
adivasis, driving them to greater
destitution.” The part on such
projectsdriving tribals ty "greater
destimﬁon"hashcendmpped. |
B An image of communal ri- ]
otsinthesixth chapterof the Class |
12 Sociology textbook { Indian
Sodety)hasbeendroppedonme
ground that it is "not relevant in
present ime." The photo accom- |
panied text under section titled
‘Communalisi, Secularism and
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REVISION AFTER SOVERDICT,ITS :
3 Babri of » WELCOMING REQCEPTION: MOERT
efer “
i Ce;ncg:s out, Ayodhya section
ass XII new politics book

A TN SR O TR0 M (RONES S8
RITIKACHOPRA -
NEW DELHI APRIL & E E F?Ufth round » gg;:‘:; ?3 tetad, The Indian
7 B of revision iearnt,
THE sactionon the Ayodayadi ® The revised bookis expected
pute in a chapte s hyadnsl_ THIS IS the fourth tobzindassroomsinam
pter in NCERT round onth
Class Xt political science te § | -ofrevisionand updating Thesechang=sarepartofthe
bookis said to have been rewsfd of NCERT textbools since ‘TWS!'OR of school t2xthooks un-
to give primacy ta the Ra;n 2014. The first round, ig; d:ﬁ{hen by NCERT for the aca-
Janmabhoomi movement, fac- 2017, wascalled a “re- micyear 2024-25, whichwere
tor in the 2019 Supreme C vizw”, and not a ravisio recently communicated to the
verdict allowing the :;;1 ot asthethen NaRTdimn.' Ceatral Board of Secondary
and, in at least three plml: 'eF tor citad the need to up- Ed“qﬂon (CBSE). ¥
erenices totha December& : ;;2- ditetextbookstorefiet | 15 NCERT, which advises the
damolition of the Babri Masji recent events, changes. nion governmant on schooi ed-
sjid ucation, is the apex bady tasked
= : EONTIMIED ON PAGE
4 =2
R
froe = i
| | ¢3 Babri references out, Ayodhya section revised | .!
4 1| ' '
;.p | with drafting schoot textbooks ~ changes in the chapter in line placed with "What is the legacy { ;
i | used by more than & crore stu-  with this justification: ofthe Ram}ammbhoomi move- | "V
F | dentsannually. : Consider this paragraph in  ment?” ! "r'u_l
- The revisions pertain to the old taxtbook (page 139) “.A 1n the old bool's exerise Sec: | me

v I Chapter 8 in the original bool: nurnber of events culminated in tion, "the demolition of Babi " sid

s | 'politics  in ndia since the demolition of the disputed Masjid" is one of six political | cos
', {ndependence’ - this has been structure at Ayodhya (known a5 events that have to be arranged i go'] &

ad | the text since 2006-07 - which  Babr Masjid)inDe&mber 1992. In chronotogical prder Thishas | °

P lists Ayodbya maovement as one This event symbotised and tiig-  beenrte placed with Supreme | \xla

B | of tha five key “recent develop- gexedvmimxsdungesinmepol- Court judgement on the Ram |

w5

!; ments” inindian politics. itcs of the county and intensi- Janmabhooml. | a
or meomeriout".dedineofme fied debanesaboutthenamreof When asked about these | CoB

if | Congress afteritsdefeatin 1539; {ndian nationalism and secular-  ¢hanges and the revisions inthe |
a2 | the Mandal Commissionin 1900; ism.These developments areas- three-page section, the officeof |
| economic reforins beginning sociated with the 1ise oftheBJP  NCERT director Dinesht Saklani |
wif | 1991; and the assassination of and the politics of “Hindutva',” said:"lamdhectedmh\formmat 1
! RajivGandhi in1991 in the new book, this has information regarding your i
L [ Inthe original chapter, there been replaced with =...thecen- quexyisava'\lableonNL‘EKT web-
wE ’| isa four-page section {pages 148- turiesold legal and political dis- site”
ot | 151) on the Ayodiya dispute wtemﬁ\eﬂam]amuhhoomi Thisisthe fourthroundolte-
oy | which details the sequence of Templein Ayodiy3 started infiu- vision and updating of NCERT
gur- | events: opening of the locks in emingmcpoliticof fndiawhich textbools since 2014, The first
e | 1985 the "mobilisation on both gave birth to various political round, in 2017, wastermeda'te- | HiE
k | sides.” the demolition of the d\angesmekam}anmabmm view” rather thana revision as | o\
ook .i Babri Masjid. It also talks about Temple Movement, becoming  the then NCERT director |
o the demolition’s aftermath, tbecet)tralisw&transfonnedume Hrushikesh Senapaty cited the ! 2
t | President's rule in Bjp-ruled direction of the discourse O Sec need to update the texthooks to | o)
q B | states. communal violence and  ularism and democracy. These reflect recent eyents and |
) | the"serious debate over secular- changes culminated in the con- changes. |
| ism.” struction of the Ram Temple at Just ayearlamr.in‘ZO\&atme {
| The revised version of this  Ayodhya following the decision requestoftheneducationmini,s— i
| secﬁOnisnotavai!ablebutNCERT ofthe consdtutionalbend\of the ter Prakash Jayaselara, the |
| hasmade public the factthatit  Supreme Court (which was an- NCERT initiated a second round |
: | has beenchanged andits reasons “ounced on November 9,201} of revisions, knawn as “textbook {
| behind thechangz. - There are two more deletions rationalisation”, to reduce the | né
g | "Content is updated as per of the Babri Masjid reference: in “syllabusburden’ on students. s
5 1 latest development in politics. the surmary at the beginning of Less than three yearsiater, the | by
_.1 | Texton Avodiya issue hasbeen the chapter and in an exercise at NC‘E.Kl‘announrkd athirdround | A%
= | thoroughly revised because of theend. of textbook rationalisation.
| the latest changes brought by [0 the summary, the sentence Theofficial reason for thislat-
| Supreme Court's Constitutional in the old book, “What is the st exercise was to reduce the
] bendwerdictanditswidespmd legacyof the Ram}anm,;hhoomi currculum load further. and ©©
i welcomingmcepﬁon." ithassaid movemeant and the Ayodhya helpstudents tecover from leam-
i
i

B
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onits website. demoition for the nature ofpo- 1Ng disruptions caused by the
{r has made puﬂiic titical mobilisatien?” hasbeenre- Covid-19 pandemic.
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NCERT warns against pirated textbooks |

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) raised an alarm on
Monday about the circulation
of pirated school textbooks,
highlighting the risk of inac-
curate information.

The council also expressed
concern over the violation
of its copyright, advising the
public to avoid unauthorised
reproduction and commercial
distribution of NCERT school
textbooks. .

A -ranking council
oﬂic:alhlf%l\:ealed that certain
dishonest publishers have been
reproducing NCERT schoal

000
d ’

textbooks available on its web-
site under their own brand,
without securing permission
from the NCERT. The official
warned that any individual or
entity found to be commer-
cially distributing NCERT
textbooks, either in entirety

or partially, or incorporat-

@

Last week, the NCERT
announced that
textbooks for Class 3
would be available
by the last week of
April, and for Class 6
‘by mid-May

ing NCERT textbook content
in tﬁexr publications without
cit copyright consent,
v?::bpuld be sul';gct to legal con-
sequences under the Copyright
Act of 1957,
The official  further
requested the public to refrain
from using such textbooks or

v 5

workbooks, as they may con-
tain incorrect information
and may contradict the fun-
damental principles of the
NCF (National Curriculum
Framework for School Edu-
cation) 2023. The council
also encouraged anyone who |
encounters such pirated text-

books or workbooks to report
them immediately.

Last week, the NCERT |
announced that textbooks for
Class 3 would be available by
the last week of April, and for
Class 6 by mid-May. It also
reported that 1.21 crore cop- |
ies of the 2023-2024 editions
of textbooks for classes 1,2,7,
8, 10,and 12 have been distrib-
uted across the country.

=
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NCERT drops references to Babri Masjid, Gujarat
| :

PAOMEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

¢ Fchuscation Mlinistry text
book and research arm,
National  Council  of
Educational Research and
Training {NCERT) has revised
the class 11 and 12th Palitical
Science books by droppi
references to the demolition
Rabri Masjid ln A . the
Killing of Musfims In Gujerat
rtats and Hindutva and has
l;;’eikef‘ the :efc::hnlc‘:d to
Ll s meTRer Wi "
Whﬂ‘cmNCEﬂ did not com-
ment on the topics being
dropped, officials said the

tweaks are part of the routine
updation snd are not linked to
the of new boaks

#5 per the New Currkulum
Framework [NCF), The
changes have bren made In
Polincal Science wextbools of

classes 11 and 12, bessdes oth-
T8

A ling to a d 1
detailing ihe changes prepared
by the curriculom drafting
committex of the NCERT, the
references 10 the Ram
Janmahhaveni movement have
been tweaked "as per latest
development in politics”,

8 an Seculatsm n
clage 11 texthook earkier said,
"More than 1000 pecsons,
mastly Mushims, were massa-
cred during the post Godhea
riots in Gujarat in 2002
Tt has beea changad to “mure
than 1,000 persons were kifled
during the post Godhra ricts in
Gugarat in 2002 The NCERTS
rationale behind the change i
“in any riots pecple acress
communities suffer. [t cannot
Be just ene community’s
On  Pakistan-occupied
Kashmit, the earlier textoook

o

stated "India clalms that this
area is under illegal occupation.
Pakistan describes this area as
Azad Pakistan’” The changed
wetston says, “Howeves, it 1s the
hn!m}t tepritory wh'xll_z mder
i occupation ol Fakistan
i?c'anm 25 Pakistan occupied
Jermun and Kashmir (POIK)"
The NCERT s rabonale behind
she alteration is that the
“change that has been intro-
disced s in complete concur-
rence with Lhe Batest pasihion of
the Gavt of Indis in regard to
lammm and Kashmir™

©On Manipar, the eurlier text-
book stated, “The Gowernment

of [ndia succeeded in pres- b :
Manipur, the repercussions of

which are stil} being fele”
1he changed version says, "The
Government of India succeed-
ed in persuading the Mahasaja
into signing a  Merger
Agrecnyen in Seplember 19497

surising ;:\c Maharsjs into
signirg a Merger Agreemexl in
September l;‘:").mthuncun-
ing the popularly slected
Legistative Assembly of
Manipur. This caused a
anger and resentment in

11

Recent
Developments in [adian
Politics, references 1o the
“Ayochya demalition” has been

dmcped
“What is the legacy af the
Ram lanmanhovm movement

riots, Manipur from textbooks

and the Ayodhya demolition
for the rature of pelitical
mobilisstion?” has been
chasiged to “What is the lega-
cy ol the Ram fanmabhoomi
maveriieni?” In the same chap-
ter, relezences to the Babii
Masjid aod the politics of
Tindutva were dropped.

The earlier pusagraph read:
“Foarth, a nunsber of svents
culminatad in U demolition
of the dig structure at
Ayodhya (known as Babri
Masiid) in December 1952,
This eveot symbalised and
triggered various changes in the
poliies of the country and
intensified debates about the
nature of Indian nationalisen
and secularisim. These devel-
opments are assecisted with the
rige of the BIP and the politics
af ‘Hinduatva™

‘This wss changed to: "Fourh,
the centuries old legal and

political dispute over the Ram
]‘mu_l_:bhoom v:d TeTple in

news collage on this Page?
These references reflect the

yochya stars 3
the politics of India which
gave birth to varlous political
changes.  The  Ram
Janmabhaomi Temple
Movement, beconing the cen
tral Issve, transformed the
direction of the discourse on
secularism and democracy.
These changes culmizated in
the construction of the Ram
Temple 3t Ayodhya folluwing
the decision of the constitu-

growing of human
tights and struggles for human
dignity. Many cases of human
rights violations in diverse
fields, for instance, Guarat
riols, #1¢ beang brought Lo the
public notice from zcross
India” This was changed 1o
“Many cascs of human rights
vialations in diverse helds are
being brought to the public
natice from acoss India” The
NCERT had last weeke com-

tonal bench of the Sup

Caurt {which was anpounced
on November 9, 2019)"

In chapter 5 titled "Demacratic
Rights’, a referencesto the
Gujarar riots was d n
the captlan to 2 newsTollage.
The earlier version was - “Do
you nutice peferences to the
National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) in the

terw an

1 10 CRSE
that new textbuoks bave been
developed for classes 3 and 6
while the textbooks for other
classes as per NCF remain
un()u:‘gc . However, the
series of « s will now be
introduced in the beaks which
are yet 1o hit the market even
as the new session has already

begun.
e 7
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"Tweaks in textbooks based on
recent developments: NCERT

‘Revised References To Ayodhya, Manipur, Guj Riots Updation Exercise’

Toses News NeTwosk

New Delhi: Revising refer-
ences to ‘demolition of the
disputed structure at Avod-
hya (known as Babri Masjid)’
or tweaking the reference to
‘Manipur's merger with In-
dia’ and 'killing of Muslims
in 2002 Gujarat riots’ in class
XIT texthooks was an “upda-
tion” exercise and “not syl-
labus revision”, National
Counci of Educational Re-
search and Training
(NCERT) said on Friday.
NCERT's updation exer-
cise also corrected old errors
in political science textbooks
such as: “In 1991 BJP - (won)
221 and Congress - (won) 244"
whereas it should have been
“BJP-120and Congress-232".
This included changing
words ‘caste background' to

‘social background’ in class
VII history testbook which
stated, “There were 63 Naya-
nars, who belonged to differ-
entcastebackgrounds, suchas
potters, “untouchable’ work-
ers, peasants, hunters, sol-
diers, Bralmanas and chiefs”,
The changes have been
madein political science text-
booksof classes Xland XII, as
wellas insocialsciemce books
of classesTX, VIIand X.
According to Dinesh Pra-
sad Saklani, director, NCERT,
the tweaks are part of a rou-
tine update and are not linked
to the development of new
books as per the New Curricu-
lum  Framework (NCF).
“Changes are made based on
reviews by experts and feed-
back from stakeholders, More-
aver, most recent interpreta-
tion, new developments, scien-

tific findings and decisions on
the subject matter need to be
placed. Once the court (Su-
» preme Court) has given its de-

cislonon Ram Mandir, thesub- -

ject should be contextualised
accordingly,” said Saklani.

Acocording to a docurnent
detailing the changes pre-
pared by the curriculum draft-
ing committee of NCERT, the
references to the Ram Jan-
mabhoomi movement have
been tweaked “as perlatest de-
velopment in politics.”

Stating that in riots people
across communities suffer
and it cannot be just gne com-
munity, the content in class XI
textbook has been changed to
“more than 1,000 persons were
killed during the post Gadhra
riotsin Gujarat in 2002."

The rationale for chang-
ing, “A second criticism Is that

secularism is linked to Chris-
tianity that it is western” to A
second criticism is that secu-
larism is a Western concept”
in class XI political science
book is that mentioning reli-
gion isa “nesdless reference”.
On . Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir, the earlier textbook
stated “India claims that this
area is under illegal occupa-
tion. Pakistan describes this
area as Azad Pakistan", The
changed version says, “How-
ever, it is the Indian territory
which is under illegal occupa- -
tion of Pakistan and called as

Pakistan occupied Jammu

and Kashmir.” NCERT"s ratio-
nale behind the alteration is
that the “change that has besn
introduced is in complete con-
currence with the latest posi-
tion of the Govt of India inre-
gard to Jammu and Kashmir”,

12
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NCERT books tweaks: References to Babri
Masjid, Gujarat riots, Hindutva dropped

New Delhi, April 6&:
Dropping references to the
demolition of Babri
Masjid in Avodhya, the
killing of Muslims in
Guijarat riots and
Hindutva, and tweaking
the reference to Manipur's
merger with I[ndia are
among the latest set of
revisions made public by
the National Council of
Tducational Research and

Training (NCERT) in ils.

textbooks,

While NCERT did not
comment on the topics
heing dropped, officials
said the tweaks are part
of the routine updation
and are not linked to the
dévelopment of new
books as per the new cur-

riculum framework
(NCF).

The changes have been
made in the Political
Science
Classes 11 and 12, among
others.

According to a docu-
ment  detailing  the
changes prepared by the
curriculum drafting com-
mittee of the NCERT, the
references to the Ram
Janmabhoomi movement
have been tweaked “as
per the latest develop-
ment in politics.” :

Chapter 8 on Secularism
in Class 11 textbook earli-
er said, “More than 1,000
persons, mostly Muslims,
were massacred during
the post-Gudhra riots in

13

textbooks of

THE NCERT'S ration-
ale behind the change
is that “in any riot, peo-
ple across communities
suffer. It cannot be just
one community?” It did
not comment on the
topics being dropped.

Gujarat in 2002.”

It has been changed to
“more than 1,000 persons
were killed during the
post-Godhra riots in
Gujarat in 2002.”

The NCERT's rationale
behind the change is that
“in any riot, people across
communities suffer It can-
nq{t”be just one communi-

On Pakistan-occupied

Kashmir, the earlier texl-
book stated, “India claims
that this ared is under ille-
gal occupation. Pakistan
describes this area as
Azad Pakistan.”

The changed version
says, “However, it is the
Indian territory which is
under illegal occupation
of Pakistan and called
Pakistan occupied
Jammu and Kashmir

(POJKE), G
The NCERT’S rationals
behind the alteration is
that the “change that has
been introduced is in com-
plete concurrence with
the latest position of the
government of India In
regard lo Jammu and

Kashmir” —
/"



Babri demolition, Gu

TrIBONE News SERVICE

NEWDELHI, APRILS

The National Council for Educa-
tional Research and Traming
(NCERT) has introduced 56
changes in the political science
texthook of Class XIL While ref-
erences to the Babri Masjid

sentences on Manipur’s acces-
sion to India in 1949 have been
rephrased and the definition of
Left has been changed.
References to the Gujarat
riots in the Class IX Sacial Sci-
ence book have also been
removed. The earlier version
read, “Do you notice refer-
ences to the National Human
Rights Commission in the
news collage on this page?
These references reflect the
growing awareness of human
rights and struggles for
human dignity. Many cases of

Che Tribune

GURUGRAM | SATURDAY | 6 APRIL 2024

NCERT books drop references to

Chapter on Manl'pur_ m_ergertweaked

W\mwwm\\~s

‘n H‘-\..\

“ingversion reads, “|oft often refersto
ﬂmewmammfavoumfthepod' |

dernolition have been dropped, ~ me

human rights violations: in
diverse fields, for instance the
Gujarat riots, are being
brought to the public notice

from across India” The
changed version reads, “Many
cases of human rights viola-
tions in diverse flelds are
being brought fo the public
notice from across India”

A chapter in the older version
of the Class XII book read, “A
numberofevents culminatedin

the demolition of the disputed
su\xchn'eat.\yodtwaﬂamas
Babri Magjid) in December
1092. This event symbolised
and triggered various changes
inthe politics of the countryand
intensified debates about the
nature of Indian nationalism
and secularism, These develop-
ments are associated with the
riseof the BJPand the politics of
‘Hindutva'”
1t has been changed to, “The

‘oflndxa.md\gaveblrmm

"ftl‘l.tS

various political changes, The
Ram Janmabhoomi Temple

These changes culrmmted in
the construction of the Ram
Temple at Ayodhya following
the decisionof the Constitution-
al Bench of the Supreme Court
(which was announced on
November 8, 2018)."
References to Article 370 have
also been included in the new
textbooks. The revised version
of the books will be available in
themarket by end of April. Offi-
cials of the NCERT have
refused to comment on the
revised changes in the books.

1
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i New Delhi: Chandrayaan

¢ hasfound its way to Class 111

i textbooks in a playful way
-1 Rani,agirl from a village is
s.curmnsabout“wlwthesky

¢ is blue? and “Where does

the Sun go at night.” Listen-
i ing to her mother singing

: “Chanda mama doot ke ... ik
! makes her curious to know

: the distance between earth

! andmoon and nextmorning

¢ when she heard her broth-
: ers’ excitement on seeing

: themoonlanding, Raniwon-

i ders: “How did Chan-
drayaan reach themoon?"
: The first set of school
textbooks (English, Hindi &
Urdu) under National Cur-
¢ rienlum Framework for

¢ school education 2023 for

i Class III, the first stage of
middle school, was upload-
ed by National Couneil of
: Educational Research and

i Training Friday. The Coun-

cil has also released a
bridge course for Class VI,

............................................

Chandrayaan flies into |
textbook now

thefirststageof high-school. :

According to NCERT :
sources, the other subject |
books
Education Policy 2020 :
would be made availableby
May 2024, which include

‘The world around us’,

Mathematics, Art Educa- :
tion and Health Wellbeing. i
English textbook for

'Class‘m titled ‘Santoor’ i

four units of :
mreechapterseach'l'he

CURRICULUM UPDATE

units include 'Fun with
Friends’, ‘Toys & Games',
GoodFood & “The Sky’ As
per the foreword, “The book
emphasises’ conceptual un- :
derstanding, critical think- :
ing, creativity values and :

dispositions essential for :

this developmental stage. It
themes such as multilin- :
gualism, gender equality :
and cultural rootedness in- §
tegrating appropriate ICT &
school-based assessments.”
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( New NCERT textbooks for classes III
~and VIto discourage rote learning

The books will be available in May and the CBSE schools will introduce a fresh

timetable to accommodate new subjects for the wholesome growth of students

Ayushi.Guptal
@timesgroup.com

0 promote project-based
and activity-intensive le-
: arning, the NCERT will
release new sets of textbooks
for classes Il and VI in May, Fo-
cusingoncurriculumtransition,
the content of the book will dis-
courage rote learning and help
in involving the students to un-
derstandthe coursebetter, The-
se books have been designed in
alignment with the National
Curriculum Framework for
School Education (NCF-SE) in-
troduced underthe NEP-2020to
enable a joyful learning envi-
ronment.ForclassIIl, threenew
subjects including Physical
Education (PE), Art Education
and World Around Us have been
introduced to give holistic lear-
ning opportunity to students.

Foundation programme
forclassIII 3
The new subjects introduced by
NCERT will help in the well-roun-
ded growth of the students. Besi-
des the basic subjects, the stu-
dentswillhave tolearnthese new
subjects to get physically active,
appreciate art and acquire basic
general knowledge. “The curricu-
lum of class I was changed earlier
and it was already aligned with
the NEP-2020, thus, we have in-
troduced new components besi-
des the regular subjects for class
1L These subjects will impart ba-
sic knowledge and understan-
ding through various engaging
methods, including activities and
other interactive approaches,” Di-
nesh Prasad Saklani, director,
NCERT told Education Times.
Simultaneously, NCERT has
developed a 15-day foundation
programme for teachers to get fa-
miliarised with these new sub-
jects. Under the foundation pro-
gramme, various guidelines have
been incorporated including
classroom-oriented, creative, and
project-based activities, among
other methodologies, adds Sakla-

ni. Parents are urged not to pur-
chase books for classes III and VI
that are based on the old curricu-
lum, as these will not be utilised in
schools. However, textbooks will
befirst released online in different
languages.

Teacher training

NCERT hag formulated a month-

long programme for the teachers,

who will enable students to think

critically, be creative, and willhelp
12

oy S

them use languages proficiently.,
"Theteachers willundergoa com-
prehensive training programmae
called Bridge Month Programme
(BMP), which will provide diverse

learning approaches, including

engaging activities and giving
clear directions. The revised curri-
culum will will aim to offer a tailo-
red learning environment, foste-
ringa culture of joyful learningrat-
her than traditional rote memori-
sation,” adds Saklani.

Implementation strategies
Inthe first weekof April, NCERT
officially shared the soft copiss
of the new textbooks designed
for classes IT and VI to CBSE.
"“The CBSE willformulate strate-
giesforimplementation of anew

curriculum based on the rede-

signed books," says Saklani.
The NCERT has formulated a
comprehensive ‘Curriculum
TransitionPlan' following the di-
rectives of the NEP-2020. As part;
of this plan, various transition
documents have been compiled.
The BMP reflects on just one
aspectof the transition plan,

LAY/

27/
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FLAGS FA UALLY lNCORRECT CONTENT

NCERT warns against pirated textbooks |

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The National
Council of Educational
Research and Training
(NCERT) raised an alarm on
Monday about the circulation
of pirated school textbooks,
highlighting the risk of inac-
curate information.

The council also expressed
concern over the violation
of its copyright, advising the
public to avoid unauthorised
reproduction and commercial
distribution of NCERT school
textbooks. .

A -ranking council
oﬂic:alhlf%l\:ealed that certain
dishonest publishers have been
reproducing NCERT schoal

000
d ’

textbooks available on its web-
site under their own brand,
without securing permission
from the NCERT. The official
warned that any individual or
entity found to be commer-
cially distributing NCERT
textbooks, either in entirety

or partially, or incorporat-

17

@

Last week, the NCERT
announced that
textbooks for Class 3
would be available
by the last week of
April, and for Class 6
‘by mid-May

ing NCERT textbook content
in tﬁexr publications without
cit copyright consent,
v?::bpuld be sul';gct to legal con-
sequences under the Copyright
Act of 1957,
The official  further
requested the public to refrain
from using such textbooks or

v 5

workbooks, as they may con-
tain incorrect information
and may contradict the fun-
damental principles of the
NCF (National Curriculum
Framework for School Edu-
cation) 2023. The council
also encouraged anyone who |
encounters such pirated text-

books or workbooks to report
them immediately.

Last week, the NCERT |
announced that textbooks for
Class 3 would be available by
the last week of April, and for
Class 6 by mid-May. It also
reported that 1.21 crore cop- |
ies of the 2023-2024 editions
of textbooks for classes 1,2,7,
8, 10,and 12 have been distrib-
uted across the country.
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'NCERT changed Ayodhya lessons based on SC order’

June 16, 2024

The Hindu

Council Director Dinesh Saklani defends replaced content in Class 12 political science book
saying they were done by experts; feels that textbooks should not create 'violent and depressed'
citizens

Three months after the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
dropped references from multiple places of the Babri Masjid demolition and gave added
emphasis to the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple movement in its Class 12 political science textbook,
its Director, Dinesh Saklani, said changes were made by experts as the books did not want to
create "violent, depressed" citizens.

Mr. Saklani said he was not directly involved in making the changes and that the experts did
what they deemed fit as per 'global practices', of screening for old text and revising it to new text.

He said the Babri Masjid reference removal was in line with the Supreme Court verdict.
Three-domed structure

The latest edition of the textbook that was introduced after the changes were announced three
months ago, does not refer to the Babri Masjid by its name and calls it a "three-domed structure".

"The experts took a call on what to call it or what not to call it," Mr. Saklani said.

He defended the change by saying that the NCERT book was a "small book", and if some
student or anyone else was interested in researching the topic further they could "read about it
from elsewhere". "We cannot stop people who are curious from reading and researching," he
added.

In Chapter 8, "Recent developments in Indian politics", of the Class 12 political science textbook,
the existing version on Page 136 reads — What is the legacy of the Ram Janambhoomi
movement and the Ayodhya demolition for the nature of political mobilisation? This sentence in
the revised textbooks will read — What is the legacy of the Ram Janmabhoomi movement?

The NCERT said the change was being made "to bring the initial questions in synchronisation
with internal latest changes made in the chapter".

Central issue

On dropping reference to Babri Masjid demolition, in the same chapter, on Page 139, the existing
version reads, "Fourth, a number of events culminated in the demolition of the disputed structure
at Ayodhya (known as Babri Masjid) in December 1992. This event symbolised and triggered

20



various changes in the politics of the country and intensified debates about the nature of Indian
nationalism and secularism. These developments are associated with the rise of the BJP and the

politics of 'Hindutva'.

However, the changed version, the NCERT has stated, will read, "Fourth, the centuries-old legal
and political dispute over the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple in Ayodhya started influencing the
politics of India, which gave birth to various political changes. The Ram Janmabhoomi Temple
Movement, becoming the central issue, transformed the direction of the discourse on secularism
and democracy. These changes culminated in the construction of the Ram Temple at Ayodhya
following the decision of the Constitutional Bench of the Supreme Court (which was announced
on November 9, 2019)."

"The text on Ayodhya issue has been thoroughly revised because of the latest changes brought
by the Supreme Court's Constitutional Bench verdict and its widespread welcoming reception,”
the NCERT had said in its rationale for revising content in textbooks earlier.

In another stark change, Class 11 political science textbook has dropped the reference of
Muslims killed in post-Godhra riots.

21
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"Preamble of Constitution is being violated": RJD leader
Manoj Jha after NCERT revised class 12th political science
textbook

June 17, 2024

ANI

After the National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) revised class 12th
political science textbook and referred to the Babri Masjid as a "three-dome structure", Rashtriya
Janata Dal leader Manoj Jha on Monday questioned the "silence" of alliance partners (INDIA
bloc) over the issue and said the preamble of the Constitution is being "violated."This comes
after the NCERT left Babri Masjid out, referring to it only as a "three-dome structure" in its
revised Class 12th Political Science textbook. The revision pertains to Chapter 8, 'Recent
Developments in Indian Politics'."The education policy should be guided by the Constitution...The
preamble of the Constitution is being violated...Shouldn't the holocaust, partition and war be
taught to the students?... What kind of people are taking decisions ?... The students should know
everything that despite hatred, hate and violence India evolved...Why are the alliance partners
silent ?... This is an issue related to the future of students," Manoj Jha told ANI.

NCERT revised its Class XII political science textbook, saying the change reflects the Supreme
Court's verdict in the Ram Janmabhoomi movement. The final judgement in the Supreme Court
was declared on 9 November 2019. The Supreme Court ordered the land to be handed over to a
trust to build the Hindu temple.New NCERT textbooks have hit the market with several deletions
and changes. The revised Class 12 political science textbook, does not mention the Babri Masjid,
but refers to it as a "three-domed structure and has condensed the Ayodhya section from four
pages to two.Several critical details present in the previous version have been omitted, including
the BJP's Rath Yatra from Somnath in Gujarat to Ayodhya, the involvement of kar sevaks, the
communal violence following the Babri Masjid's demolition on December 6, 1992, the imposition
of President's rule in BJP-governed states, and the BJP's expression of regret regarding the
Ayodhya events. The NCERT is revising the curriculum of the school textbooks in line with the
National Education Policy (NEP) 2020.
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NCERT chief: Riot lessons in texts can create 'violent citizens'

June 17, 2024

Times of India

Rejecting accusations of saffronisation of the school curriculum, NCERT director Dinesh Prasad
Saklani clarified that references to the Guijarat riots and Babri Masjid demolition were modified in
school textbooks to avoid creating "violent and depressed citizens".Textbooks have seen several
crucial topics dropped or altered. The assertion that ancient DNA from the Rakhigarhi site rules
out Aryan immigration, leading to calls for more research into whether the Harappans and Vedic
people were the same, has been removed.

Also omitted is a detailed table of Mughal emperors' achievements. Other deletions include BJP's
‘rath yatra' from Somnath to Ayodhya, the role of kar sevaks, communal violence after the Babri
Masjid demolition, President's rule in BJP-governed states, and BJP's "regret over the
happenings in Ayodhya".The new Class 11 political science textbook claims political parties
prioritise minority groups' interests for "vote bank politics", leading to "minority appeasement”, a
shift from the 2023-24 session's focus on the lack of evidence for this idea.

Additional changes include dropping references to the Babri Masjid demolition, the killing of
Muslims in the Gujarat riots, Hindutva, and tweaking the reference to Manipur's merger with
India.During an interaction with PTI, Saklani emphasised that these tweaks were part of the
annual revision process and should not stoke a controversy. "Why should we teach about riots in
school textbooks? We want to create positive citizens.

Should we educate our students in a way that makes them offensive or creates societal hatred?
Teaching about riots at a young age is unnecessary; they can learn about these events as they
grow up, " he said and pointed out that there was no similar outcry over the absence of the 1984
riots in textbooks.Saklani's comments come as new textbooks, featuring several deletions and
changes, were released. The revised Class 12 political science textbook now refers to Babri
Masjid as a "three-domed structure” and focuses more on SCjudgment that allowed the
construction of a Ram temple at the disputed site, rather than the details of the Ayodhya issue.

This judgment led to reconstruction of the temple with the consecration performed by the PM on
Jan 22.Responding to allegations of curriculum saffronisation, Saklani said, "If something has
become irrelevant, it must be changed.

We teach history based on facts, not to create conflicts. Talking about the Indian knowledge
system or the metallurgical advancements demonstrated by the iron pillar in Mehrauli is not
saffronisation.

These are facts."Saklani, who was head of the ancient history department at HNB Garhwal
University before becoming NCERT director in 2022, has faced criticism over these textbook
changes, particularly concerning historical facts.
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'NCERT functioning as RSS affiliate': Congress on textbook
tweak row

June 18, 2024

Times of India

Congress on Monday said that NCERT had become an "RSS affiliate" since 2014. It also
criticised National Testing Agency over NEET 'grace marks' row.In a post on X, Jairam Ramesh
said, "The National Testing Agency has blamed the NCERT for the 'grace marks' fiasco in NEET
2024.

That is only drawing attention away from the NTA's own abject failures."'However it is true that
the NCERT is no longer a professional institution. It has been functioning as an RSS affiliate
since 2014", he added.

NCERT's director, Dinesh Prasad Saklani, on Sunday said that including discussions of riots in
school textbooks could potentially have a negative effect, leading to the creation of individuals
who are ‘violent and depressed’. He was referring to the changes made regarding chapters
based on Gujarat riots and Babri masjid demolition.Talking about the tweaks made in textbooks,
Ramesh said, "It has just been revealed that its revised Class Xl political science textbook
criticises the idea of secularism as well as what it considers policies of political parties in this
regard.

NCERT's objective is to produce textbooks, not political pamphlets and propaganda”."NCERT is
mounting an assault on our country's Constitution in whose Preamble secularism features
explicitly as a foundational pillar of the Indian republic. Various Supreme Court judgments have
clearly held secularism to be an essential part of the basic structure of the Constitution”, he
added.

Raising concerns regarding the quality of textbooks, the grand old party's spokesperson said,
"NCERT needs to remind itself that it the National Council for Educational Research and
Training, not the Nagpur or Narendra Council for Educational Research and Training. All of its
textbooks are now of dubious quality vastly different from those that shaped me in school."The
recent updates to the textbooks include removing mentions of BJP's 'rath yatra' from Somnath to
Ayodhya in Guijarat, the participation of 'kar sevaks, ' communal tensions after the Babri Masjid
demolition, the imposition of President's rule in BJP-led states, and the BJP's expression of
regret regarding the Ayodhya events.
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'Bharat' will not replace 'India' but will be used
interchangeably in textbooks: NCERT

June 18, 2024

Times of India

"Bharat" and "India" will be used interchangeably in NCERT textbooks, aligning with the
terminology in the country's Constitution, according to Dinesh Prasad Saklani, director of the
National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT).Saklani's comments are
significant following a recommendation from a high-level panel on the social science curriculum
to replace "India" with "Bharat" in all school textbooks. In a discussion with PTI editors, the
NCERT chief stated that both terms will appear in the textbooks and that the council has no
preference for either.

The name Bharat gained official prominence last year when the govt issued G20 invitations
under the title "President of Bharat" instead of "President of India." Subsequently, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's nameplate at the summit in New Delhi also read "Bharat" instead of "India"."It is
interchangeable.

Our position is what our Constitution says and we uphold that. We can use Bharat, we can use
India, what is the problem? We are not in that debate. Wherever it suits we will use India,
wherever it suits we will use Bharat.

We have no aversion to either India or Bharat, " he said. "You can see both being used in our
textbooks already and that will continue in new textbooks. This is a useless debate, " Saklani
added.

A high-level committee for social sciences, established by NCERT to revise the school
curriculum, recommended last year that "India" be replaced with "Bharat" in textbooks for all
classes. Committee chairperson C | Isaac said they proposed replacing "ancient history" with
"classical history" and integrating the Indian Knowledge System (IKS) into the syllabus for all
subjects. At that time, NCERT stated no decision had been made regarding the panel's
recommendations.
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Erase our names or will sue: Yogendra, Palshikar to NCERT

June 18, 2024

Times of India

Political scientists Yogendra Yadav and Suhas Palshikar wrote to NCERT on Monday objecting
to the inclusion of their names in new textbooks after they had requested removal of their names
as authors from the revised versions. They warned legal action if these books were not
immediately withdrawn.Yadav and Palshikar said they did not want NCERT to use their names to
endorse "politically biased, academically indefensible and pedagogically dysfunctional" political
science textbooks.

Last year, the former chief advisers for the political science textbooks had criticised the
rationalisation exercise for "mutilating” the books beyond recognition and demanded the removal
of their names.They said textbooks, once a source of pride, had become a source of
embarrassment. Despite their objections, the revised textbooks still list them as chief advisers.

Expressing shock that "more than a year after our original request, NCERT has gone ahead to
publish...

without removing our names"”, Yadav and Palshikar said in their letter, "We are also distressed to
learn that NCERT has taken a step further in its drive towards indiscriminate distortion of these
textbooks. NCERT has resorted to significant additions and rewriting that are out of sync with the
spirit of the original textbooks. Both of us, as chief advisers of the original textbooks, have
already registered our strong disapproval of this unethical mutilation of textbooks that violate both
the authors' rights to intellectual property and the students' right to quality education.

"They also said if NCERT considered these textbooks inappropriate, it was entirely within its
rights to withdraw them and publish new versions, however, adding that it had no moral or legal
right to alter these textbooks "without consulting any of us and yet publish these under our
names despite our explicit refusal...

it is bizarre that authors and editors are forced to associate their names with a work they no
longer identify as their own".Last year, NCERT had said that "withdrawal of association by any
one member is out of question” as the textbooks were a collective effort. NCERT director Dinesh
Prasad Saklani could not be contacted for his comment.

The council has once again courted controversy as its revised Class 12 political science textbook
omits the mention of Babri Masjid, referring to it only as a "three-domed structure”. Other
deletions include references to BJP's 'rath yatra' from Somnath to Ayodhya, the role of kar
sevaks and communal violence following the Babri Masjid demolition, among others.
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"NCERT no longer professional institution," Congress' Jairam
Ramesh lashes out after NTA blames NCERT for NEET 2024
row

June 18, 2024

ANI

Congress leader Jairam Ramesh on Monday criticized the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) and said it was "no longer a professional institution" but a
political tool for the ruling party.The comments by the Congress' General Secretary in-charge-of
Communications were made in the wake of the National Testing Agency putting the blame on
NCERT for the "grace marks" fiasco in the 2024 examinations of National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) for admission to medical colleges. Jairam Ramesh said that the blame
game only served as the NTA's effort to draw attention away from its own "abject
failures.""However, it is true that the NCERT is no longer a professional institution. It has been
functioning as an RSS affiliate since 2014. It has just been revealed that its revised Class Xl
political science textbook criticises the idea of secularism as well as what it considers policies of
political parties in this regard,” he said in a post on X.The Congress Rajya Sabha MP said,
"NCERT's objective is to produce textbooks, not political pamphlets and propaganda NCERT is
mounting an assault on our country's Constitution in whose Preamble secularism features
explicitly as a foundational pillar of the Indian republic. Various Supreme Court judgments have
clearly held secularism to be an essential part of the basic structure of the Constitution."

Further, he mocked NCERT stating that it "needs to remind itself that it the National Council for
Educational Research and Training, not the Nagpur or Narendra Council for Educational
Research and Training.""All of its textbooks are now of dubious quality vastly different from those
that shaped me in school," he said.On Sunday too, the Congress leader had addressed
concerns about NEET's fairness and transparency.He noted that during his time on the
Parliament's Standing Committee on Health and Family Welfare (2014-2019), there was broad
support for NEET, though some MPs, particularly from Tamil Nadu, were worried it would
disadvantage students from non-CBSE schools.Ramesh called for a proper analysis of whether
NEET is discriminatory and if students from poorer backgrounds are being denied opportunities.
He also highlighted concerns about the integrity of the NTA and the way NEET is designed and
administered. He expressed hope that the new Parliamentary Standing Committees would
prioritize a comprehensive review of NEET, NTA, and NCERT.Meanwhile, students across the
country have protested the issues surrounding the 2024 NEET-UG exam, including reported
paper leaks and the allocation of 'grace marks'. The NTA announced that the scorecards of
1,563 candidates who received 'grace marks' would be cancelled, and these candidates would
have the chance to retake the exam on June 23, with results expected by June 30.Several
petitions have been filed in the Supreme Court, seeking to recall the NEET-UG 2024 results and
conduct a fresh examination due to alleged paper leakage and malpractices during the May 5
exam.
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NCERT textbook changes 2024: Do allegations of
saffronisation hold true for the latest revisions in Political
Science books?

June 19, 2024

Times of India

Under the BJP-led NDA government, significant revisions to NCERT textbooks have stirred
controversy time and again, with critics accusing the government of saffronizing educational
materials. Key changes this time include replacing references to the Babri Masjid with 'three-
domed structure' and reducing content related to Ayodhya in Class 11 and 12 Political Science
textbooks.In the Class 11 Political Science textbook, the chapter on Secularism previously
stated, "More than 1, 000 persons, mostly Muslims, were massacred during the post-Godhra
riots in Gujarat in 2002.

" This has been changed to, "More than 1, 000 persons were killed during the post-Godhra riots
in Gujarat in 2002, " removing the specific reference to Muslims. Similarly, the mention of Nehru's
criticism of the majority community's communalism now omits the phrase "which posed a threat
to national unity." In the Class 12 textbook, the account of women abducted during partition now
excludes the phrase "on both sides of the border, " and definitions of political terms like 'Left'
have been altered to emphasise state control of the economy.

References to the Babri Masjid have been minimised, and it is now referred to as a "three-domed
structure."In the Class 12 Political Science textbook, other significant deletions include the BJP's
rath yatra' from Somnath to Ayodhya, the role of kar sevaks, and details of communal violence
following the Babri Masjid's demolition. The revised narrative now highlights the legal and
political dispute over the Ram Janmabhoomi Temple, culminating in the Supreme Court's
decision to construct the Ram Temple.

The section on recent political developments has also been modified, with updates to the
portrayal of the Congress and BJP's vote shares and the implications of the Mandal
Commission's recommendations.Political Reactions and CriticismPolitical figures like Congress
leader Jairam Ramesh have been vocal in their criticism. Ramesh condemned the alterations as
an assault on India's secular constitution, highlighting concerns over historical accuracy and
ideological bias.

He argued that such revisions could influence educational narratives towards a partisan agenda
rather than objective learning.Objections from Former AdvisorsFormer chief advisors for political
science textbooks, Suhas Palshikar and Yogendra Yadav, have threatened legal action against
NCERT. They expressed dismay over their names being associated with textbooks they no
longer endorse, despite prior requests for disassociation.

Palshikar and Yadav argue that the revisions distort historical facts and undermine the academic
integrity of NCERT's educational resources.NCERT's JustificationNCERT Director Dinesh
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Prasad Saklani defended the revisions, stating they were based on expert recommendations
aimed at updating outdated content and aligning with current legal perspectives. Saklani
emphasised the importance of maintaining educational relevance while adhering to constitutional
principles.

He also clarified that the changes were made to streamline information and reduce academic
burden, particularly in light of disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.Historical Context
and Government InfluenceThe controversy surrounding NCERT's textbook revisions is not
unprecedented as already mentioned. Since 2014, the BJP-led government has faced criticism
for allegedly promoting a saffron agenda in educational reforms.

Previous changes to textbooks have also sparked debates over historical accuracy and
ideological influence, reflecting broader concerns about the politicisation of education in India.In
2017, revisions in the NCERT book 'Recent Developments in Indian Politics' sparked
controversy. The change included altering the nomenclature of the Gujarat riots from 'anti-Muslim
riots' to 'Guijarat riots'.

This change was seen as part of a broader effort to reshape historical narratives. Additionally,
contentious alterations, such as the removal of maps depicting Aksai Chin as a 'disputed area'
and the exclusion of chapters on the Mughal Empire from syllabi, have fueled debates over
ideological influences on educational content.
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Primary schools can only use NCERT, GCERT textbooks

June 26, 2024

Times of India

The state education department recently issued a notification ordering primary schools to follow
textbooks, curriculum and evaluation methods prescribed by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) and the Gujarat Council of Educational Research and Training
(GCERT).

Schools have been prohibited from teaching from other privately published educational books
such as guides.

The notification dated June 21 states that in accordance with the Right to Education (RTE) Act,
2009, schools must only use NCERT-GCERT approved materials in their curriculum and that
unauthorized books, self-study guides etc are not permitted. Schools have also been prohibited
from using private publications unless they have received specific approval.

If students bring NCERT or GCERT published or prescribed books, and if they are subjected to
discrimination or harassment for that, the department will take action against the management
under the Juvenile Justice Act, the notification states.

Sources said that the Union govt implemented the RTE Act to ensure free and compulsory
education for all children aged six-14. The curriculum for primary education is governed by
GCERT.

The notification says the order is applicable to all primary schools defined under the RTE Act,
including those affiliated with central boards and the state board.

Unauthorized educational materials such as guides, self-study books, maps, experiment books
and essay collections will not be allowed.
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Schools reopen but NCERT books for Class 6 unavailable

June 29, 2024

Times of India

Schools are awaiting National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) books for
Class 6, which are being published anew due to change in curriculum. While the academic
session has started, due to non-availability of books schools are using the bridge course
provided online by NCERT.

In April, NCERT wrote to CBSE and education secretaries of all states and UTs, that the Class 6
curriculum was being updated. The letter mentioned that NCERT will be coming out with new
textbooks for Class 6 for academic year 2024-25, and that the books would be available by mid-
May. To help teachers prepare students for the new course, NCERT uploaded a bridge course
on its portal.

Anuj Jain, owner of Vijay Book Depot said, "The new NCERT books of Class 6 have not hit the
market. We do not know when they will be available. Hence, the online bridge course shall
continue to be used.”

A CBSE school principal said it is shocking that there has been such a level of delay. "Class 6
textbooks are neither available in online or offline format. We are still awaiting details about the
same, " she said.

TOI checked the NCERT website and books of classes are available for free download.
However, for Class 6, the science book carried the "revised in November 2022" tag.

Another principal said, "It is the same for all subjects. Some parents told me that they have
managed to get the new books, but it seems to be from some private publishers, and that must
be a longer version of the bridge course. While | have not seen the books yet, it is unfortunate
that some private publishers or fly-by-night printers are fooling parents.”
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