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INTRODUCTION

Book Reviews aims to identify the books published recently on all the subjects relevant to
NCERT.

Book Reviews have been selected from Learned Periodicals & Newspapers received in
LDD during the month of October, 2018.

Book Reviews are arranged under broad Subject Headings. Details about the Author,
Title, Place of Publication, Name of Publisher, Year, Pages, Price, ISBN followed by analytical
review with exact reference to periodicals in which reviewed appeared. It will be our endeavour
to bring out this Book Selection Reference Tool.

Book Reviews will be useful to our faculty members in selecting / recommending

relevant books for our library and also to keep abreast of latest publications in their
specialization.

We eagerly await to receive your views and comments.

(Prof. Saroj Yadav)

Chairperson, LDD
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T akshmi Srinivas’s Hoitse Full is
Jl an anthropological stiily of film

L./l audiences in India. It ccinplements
recent work on the intersections between
movie star fandom, urban popuilar culture
and religiosity by, among others, Shalini
Kakar (2010), Roos Gerritsen (2012) and
Constantine Nakassis (2016). *Vhile fans
malke an appearance in Hou:» Full too,
they are not the central focus o1 the book.
The author’s object of resea:~h, in her
words, is

the voluble cinema hall andien - and an in-
theater experience marked by spontaneity,
improvisation, and performance that is far
removed from the silent absorption of film
associated with mainstream audiences in
Anglo-American and Western fiiropean ex-
hibition (multiplex) settings. (p =)

This “active audience,” as she calls it, is
typically sighted in single-screen cinema
halls in India but, as she notes, is not
unique to this part of the world.

House Full has six chapters as well as
an infroduction and a conclusion. The
author draws on multiple speils of field-
work spread over 15-plus yearz o provide
s a graphic account of cincma halls
and film viewing plactmes in rhe city of
Bangalore (now Bengalnru) The book
is well-researched and is accessible to
scholars and students alike. Tt ©omes with
an excellent index.

The author’s choice of feld site
(Bengaluru) and the period of her study
(late 1990s) are both noteworihy. Histor-
ically, the city has been home to a strik-
ingly diverse film culture. Long before
the arrival of the multiplex, mov e theatres
in Bengaluru screened films 1 all ‘the
four major South Indian lan;uages as
well as Hindi and English. Ben:-aluru has
played host to powerful fan org anisations
that frequently participate in agitations
related to Kannada language politics; so
muich so that fan clubs figure prominently

26

House Full: Indian Cinema and the Active
Audience by Lakshmi Srinivas, Chicago and London: The
University of Chicago Press, 2016; pp xi + 315, $37.50 | £26.50.

in Janaki Nair’s book on the city (Nair
2005). The late 1990s is a fascinating
period for students of Indian cinema.
This was the moment when Bombay
cinema was “Bollywoodised” to fit into an
emerging cultural industry that was not
about film viewing or the box office any
more (Rajadhyaksha 2003). In Bengaluru,
like in other Indian cities, stand-alone
cinema halls were demolished to build
shopping and residential complexes.
Those that remained were in a visible
state of disrepair.

Sociality of Cinema Spaces

This book is not about the politics of
cinema spaces and film viewing. This
disclaimer is in order because, from the
1970s, academic writing on film audiences
has tended to focus on the political signifi-
cance of film viewing and allied activities."
Earlier anthropological studies too brought
the cinema-politics linkage into sharp
focus. For instance, Sara Dickey (1993)
ends her book on cinema in Madurai
with a chapter on “Fan clubs and poli-
tics.” House Full is largely concerned with
the sociality of cinema spaces and the ac-
tivities that it facilitates. In a welcome
change from available literature on film
audiences and fandom, female viewers
figure prominently in Srinivas’s account.

In Chapter 2, the author asks the non-
trivial question: How does the apparently
disjointed popular film make sense? She
notes that film-makers in India did not
have access to reliable market research
and the script itself was a skeleton that
had to be fleshed out even as the film
went into production. The result was an

assemblage of diverse elements whose
appeal was largely a matter of guesswork;
neither did these components have much
to do with the story. This is a familiar
point, thanks to M Madhava Prasad’s
adoption of Marx’s “heterogeneous mode
of manufacture” to explain how the
Bombay film industry assembled movies
tillthe 1990s (Prasad 1998: 42—45). Srinivas
complements Prasad’s explanation by
attempting to show how such loosely
assembled films might actually work.
She does so by drawing our attention to
viewing contexts in which, she argues,

The film itself becomes a space in which the

relationship between audiences and stars is

expressed and constructed, making the audi-
ence very much a participant in the making

of a film, which is both a performance and a

contract with the audience. (p 61)

She returns to this claim much later in
this book, when she describes actual
viewing practices. She points out that
some of the viewers are “repeaters” for
whom there is no element of surprise.
They are likely to consume films in bits
and pieces, walking in and out. Moreo-
ver, viewers are not always attentive to
what is happening on the screen. The is-
sue therefore is not how coherent a film
is, or how wonderful its story, but what it
facilitates at the audience’s end.

In Chapters 3, 4 and 5, she shows that
audience composition cannot be taken
as a given. It is determined by the local-
ity in which theatres are situated, the
spatial organisation of cinema halls,
ticket prices, and viewer perception of
appropriateness of the film in question.
She also notes that the experience of
comfort is not such an important con-
sideration for most viewers. On the con-
trary, viewers watch films in spite of
cinema halls being uncomfortable and
also places of risk.

Knowing that they are going to be
uncomfortable and at risk, why do viewers
choose to go to the movies? She proposes
three frameworks for understanding the
appeal of cinema. Some viewers, she
argues, seek “risk, adventure, play” that is
more or less guaranteed at certain points
of time in the life cycle of a film’s run, and
in some parts of the city (pp 146—49).
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Crowds, touts, chaos, noise and the
occasional riot during a film’s opening
week are not just normal, but a part of
the excitement of going to the movies [or
these viewers. Film-going could be a
“treat” for some (pp 150-51) and a family
outing for yet others (pp 151-53). The
“social experience,” as the author puts it,
involves negotiating actual or perceived
risks from other viewers and creatures
too (mosquitos). Reinforcing the finding
of earlier researchers, she notes that the
value of this space lies in the heterogeneity
of the audience.

This diverse group, having arrived at
the cinema for very different reasons,
engages in a variety of activities from
eating and chatting with each other, to
dancing and screaming. Chapters 6 and 7
are devoted to eminently readable descrip-
tions of these activities. Chapter 7, on the
“first day, first show,” has a particularly
well-written description of the author’s
encounter with a group of overenthusiastic
fans of the Kannada star Shiva Rajkumar,
which is followed only minutes later by
an unexpected meeting with the man
himself (pp 206-13).

Remarkable Parallels

The author’s elaborate descriptions of
viewing practices lead us to the problem of
interpretation: What do we—as students
of cinema and/or society—make of
the “active audience”? We can take the
cue from the author’s statement, which
resonates with arguments made by
other researchers working on viewing/
consumption of film and other media
forms: “Reception is performance using
the film as a backdrop” (p 218; emphasis
added). By implication, sites of consump-
tion of cultural commodities are also sites
of consumer performances. Although the
author does not herself make the con-
nection, we are now in Web 2.0 country
as far as consumer behaviour is concerned.
Although this book poses the question
to performances that unfold against
cinema’s backdrop, the answer has the
potential to throw light on much more
recent cultural forms.

In an interesting methodological move,
ihe author draws striking parallels
between film viewing and the reception
of folk forms (Tamasha and Nautanki)

on the one hand, and pracgices associated
with religious rituals on the other. These
parallels allow her to make the case for
interactivity, as feature film viewing
inherits from much older forms. But she
goes on to suggest that film viewing
practices are derived from devotion:
The devotional aesthetic seen in [fan] pro-
cessions and prerelease ritual shapes view-
ing and is seen in a range of practices that
may be described as “pentecostal” (viewing
or) engagement with the film, a crossing
over from social respect (of the star) to
worship. Similar to the Ram Lila festivities
... where the swarups are worshipped, audi-
ences respond to stars playing the roles of
gods, as if seeing gods on the screen; the
experience borrows from darshan at the
temple. (p 218)

Is film reception devotion by other
means? Or does the “borrowing,” in fact,
lead us away from devotion proper?

Constantine Nakassis, in his book on
youth culture in Tamil Nadu, suggests
that we read performances by audiences/
consumers as citations which bracket
the “ontological status, fixity and coher-
ence” of the very categories that are
related through acts of citation (Nakassis
2016: 27). As for the performance of
devotion by fans—which has been the
subject of prime time news television in
the past decade—Madhava Prasad goes
to the extent of arguing that “fan bhakti”
is not about devotion at all. It has to do
with “subaltern sovereignty;” politics,
not religion, is what the performance is
about (Prasad 2009).

I am not suggesting that citationality
and subaltern sovereignty are the last
words on the subject of mimicry of tradi-
tional-religious vocabularies and prac-
tices in the domain of mass culture. But,
the burden of interpretation has to be
owned by those of us who study cultural
forms and their consumption. To say
the least, turning to religious and tradi-
tional practices for understanding audi-
ences devalues our work. If religion is
the master key, we should not be wast-
ing our time on cinema, or politics for
that matter. T mention politics because
festivity is the default mode of electoral
mobilisation too.

Even as the book highlights the linkages
between acts of devotion and film view-
ing, it downplays the relationship between

Economic & Political wgekLy [} SEPTEMBER 29, 2018 VOL LIII NO 39

films and fili viewing. This is in spite of
the author’s insightful discussion of how
disjointed rurratives of popular cinema
are particuliily suited for distracted view-
ing by nois viewers (Chapter 2). Some
discussion ¢ f the texiual cues that invite
and incite audience activity would have
helped demonstrate how films that are
routinely dismissed as worthless by re-
viewers are in fact, interactive.

My disagieements with the author’s
conclusions notwithstanding, House Full
is a welcoie addition to research on
Indian cinea in general and audiences
in particuls . This is the most detailed
record yet of an important moment in
the history of cinema and urban cultures
in India. T1.= stand-alone cinema hall is
already a mi=mory, an object of nostalgiza
even, for sections of the urban middle
class. It is not the preferred space for
sociality anl leisure any more. We neecd
not be surp ised if the next generation of
film studeis discover the cinema hall
after readii: 3 this book.

SV Srinivas (srinivas.sv@apu.edu.in) teaches
at the School of Liberal Arts, Azim Premji
University, Eagaluru. )

NOTE

1 See Athique and Hill (2010) for a detailed
review ol literature on cinema halls in the
pre-mauliiplex era.
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' 'RANSLATIONS ren-

der; they do not repro-
duce the original.

There they are rather

like music. Every time a

song is sung or played, it
comes just a shade differ-
ent, depending on the mu-
sician’s state of
being—physical and psy-
chological —external
faciors like the climate,
natural and aesthetic, and
~ the availability of musical
aids which change, vary,
diversify from age to age.
The song stays the same;
its singing varies.

A raga composition by
Tyagaraja (176'7-1847)
would have been sung by
his contemporaries in one
way, a century later in an-
other way, and today, by
today’s vidwan, with some-
what new inflections. And
if, by some H.G. Wells-ian
fluxions of time and space,
Tyagaraja were to descend
on the contemporary scene
in aflying chariot, he might
well collaborate with the
blue-jeaned vidwan in ren-
dering his 150-year-old
-romposition with old feal-
ties intact but new novel-
ties added, the text or lyrics
as they are called, of
course, remaining the
same.

Quite something like
this happened with the
autobiography of M.K.

Gandhi (1869-194:8). Writ-
ten by him in instalments
in astonishingly expressive
Gryjarati over an extended
period starting in 1925, it
was rendered into classical
Ernglish by his-scholar-sec-
relary and literary alter
eg0, Mahadev Desai (1892-
1942). One can be sure
Gandhi went through his
own story as it was being
dene into English line by
line, word by word.
Navajivan published the
English translation in two
volumes, in 1927 and 1928,
to instant and interna-
tional acclaim.

AUTHENTICITY, NOT
IDENTICALITY

The fostering words were
Gandhi’s, the fostered
words were Desai’s. There

An Autobiography
Or The Story of My
Experiments With
Truth

By M.K. Gandhi
Translated from
the Gujarati by
Mahadev Desai

Penguin Books

Pages: 786
Price: Rs.899

was an authenticity in the
English version, not an in-
denticality. And the margin
between those two was not
just “passed” by Gandhi as
legit but embraced by him
as licit. The Gujarati ori-
ginal had osmosed into the
English version. The Eng-
lish was, therefore, less of a
translation than a recen-
sion of the original. The
English translation is De-
sai’s in a literal sense. Itis a
Gandhi-Desai product in
its inner-ness.

Eager to take in
Gandhi’s life story as told
by him, the world absorbed
the English translation,
with Gandhi witnessing
and perhaps wondering at
the surge of approval and
the tide of appreciation
with which it was received.

For its readers, the book
was what it indeed was,
Gandhi’s  autobiography
written by him and pub-
lished in his lifetime and so
as salt-true as true salt can
be. They did not, when the
translation appeared or
even for a long time there-
after, sit down to compare,
with the help of bilingual
experts or dictionaries, the
English with the Gujarati
to see if there was any de-
parture from the first. If
there was any, it was
Gandhi’s, not Desai’s. They
also knew Gandhi’s Eng-
lish was of the highest
quality as was the translat-
or’s and the work, collabor-
ative and conjoined, was
for all intents and purposes
straight from out of
Gandhi’s experience and
his active vocabulary.

And so  Satyana
Prayogo  athava  At-
makatha in the agua pura
of its Gujarati emerged as
An Autobiography or The
Story of My Experiments
With Truth in the delecta-
mentum aqua of its Eng-
lish version. A literal
translation of the title
would have been “Truth’s
Experiments or An Autobi-
ography”. True to the ori-
ginal, yes, but would it have
rung true? One wonders.

Two questions arise.

1. Is the difference in
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title a significant difference?

2. Did readers note the
subtle difference in the
title?

The answer to the first
has to be: Yes, “Truth’s Ex-
periments or an Autobio-
graphy” is not the same
thing as An Autobiography
or The Story of My Experi-
ments with Truth. To the
extent that truth as experi-
menter is different from
truth as the experimented-
upon, the difference is sig-
nificant. In the Gujarati,
truth is the protagonist,
the active agent. In the
English, the author is. In
fact “My” brings him into
the title frontally. Inter-
language variations in
translation may or may not
be intrinsically significant,
but whether they are or
not, the fact of the vari-
ation has to be noticed,
noted and recorded.

TRUTH AS
PROTAGONIST

Why? It has to be noticed
and noted for both
verisimilitude and vera-
city. We can be sure that
Gandhi and Desai would
have discussed the title.
Did they find the original
somehow wanting, defi-
cient? Did the erudite V.S.
Srinivasa  Sastri, long-
serving president of the
Servants of India Society,
who went through the
draft and, on the condition
of anonymity, suggested
revisions “from the point of
view of language”, encour-

age Gandhi to modify the -

title? Did the austere “Ser-
vant of India” think it pre-
sumptuous—arrogating

the right to speak on

truth’s behalf? Perhaps.

one day a mouldy paper
trail will lead to the an-
swer. Be that as it may,
Gandhi and Desai modi-
fied the title in English to

what has now settled into
the readers’ imagination.
But—and this is signific-
ant—Gandhi did not pro-
ceed to retro-revise the
Gujarati title. He kept that
as it was. The title of the
original work, the autobio-
graphy in its first form,
therefore, remains and it
has truth as the protagon-
ist in Gandhi’s life, not
Gandbhi as the protagonist
in truth’s terrestrial career.

The answer to the
second question is: Not the
“ordinary” reader but the
fastidious one or the ped-
ant would have noticed.
And then saying “Ah yes”
moved on to the text.

Rigour requires the
reader to note, ponder,
consider the nuances of
the title change. Respect
requires the reader to ac-
cept it un-judgmentally for
it has come from the au-
thor. From another hand,
this atrial change would
have been regarded as
unacceptable.

A combination of
rigour and respect actuates
Tridip Suhrud’s meticu-
lously produced critical
edition of the Gandhi-De-
sai translation. He brings
to bear on the entire
text—a mammoth task—
the kind of reflection I
have attempted in the pre-
ceding lines on the title
alone.

ENTERING THE
TRANSLATOR’S MIND
If as his translator literary
alter ego and interpreter
Desai was, to deploy a
cliche, something like
Gandhi’s Boswell, then
Desai has found in Suhrud,
his own or Boswell’s
Boswell or—to be spe-
cific—a  Peter Martin,
Boswell’s and, therefore,
the  biographer’s  bio-
grapher. Not in the sense

of one who has written a
life of Desai (which, one
hopes, he will, some day)
but in that of one who has
enfered the translator’s
mind to see its working, in
the word renderings, the
subtle edits, the elisions,
occlusions, substitutions
and, thereby, helped us see
the working of the author’s
own evolving self-image.
Not just a mastery over
Gujarati, his  mother
tongue, but an unabashed
love for that language has
spurred Suhrud to match
the original  autobio-
graphy, word for word,
with the English version
and to put down on the
margins of the work, the
variations. And he has not
done so to demonstrate the
superiority of the original
butto enrich the reading of
the English by this “along-
side” method. “Look!”,
Suhrud seems to say,
“Gandhi’s was no ordinary
Gujarati; it was that of a
stylist, an aesthete, an
artist in economy and pre-
cision but an artist also in
expressive  picturisation.
So that you, dear reader of
the great English render-

ing, do not miss out on the
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nuances that the Gujarati
has, just look at some of
those....” And he then pro-
ceeds to give, on the mai-
gins of page after page,
new English renderings of
some of the Gujarati
words, phrases, references
that have dropped off from
the English rendering.
This method has, in
Urdu writing, both calli-
graphic and printed, a hal-
lowed word—hashiya,
meaning literally, the mar-
gin. But the word has a
wider connotation, signi-
fying the space fringing a
page of text in which space
the reader, the comment-
ator, may write, with the
same care as the author of
the page, notes, comments
and observations that will
be, thereafter, read in con-
junction with the central
text. The hashiya be-
comes, in effect, a running
commentary on the text.
And as it is transcribed on
the page itself (which
provides for hashiye by
leaving wide margins) it
cannot be random, casual
not to say frivolous.
Suhrud has used the
hashiya mode to differen-
tial effect. The page stirs

' iv< 2. Mahatrna Gandhi with Mahadev Desai
at Sevagram.
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with new life, as it were,
because of the alternatives
that link the chosen word
or reference to the original
Gujarati and illuminate it.
The marginal annotations
do not crowd the page,
they just about dot it. Typ-
ically, they could number
three to five per page and
then certainly not on every
page. Suhrud’s marginalia
are restrained; spare. So
the reader has the Desai
rendering and the Suhrud
rendition on the same
page, not to choose one
over the other but to exper-
ience both stereophonic-
ally. He has fimbriated the
text with annotations that
fill up the black-and-white
charcoal line drawing with
the pigments of felt
experience.

To consider a few rep-
resentative examples.

Gandhi’s  well-known
disparaging of his father’s
three marriages seriatim is
followed up-close by his
description of his own
marriage at the age of 13.
The English translation
has:

“I was devoted to my
parents. But no less was I
devoted to the passions
that flesh is heir to.”

The Gujarati is more
direct, like Gandhi.
Suhrud shows us that the
original had “Twas devoted
to father” (not “parents”)
and he renders the original
next sentence in his
hashiya as

“But was I any less de-
voted to the passions?”

That sentence in the
., Gujarati has an interrogat-
" ive ending isjust as Gandhi
would have said or written
it, with arhyme tucked in it
as  well:  pitrabhakt
(father-devoted)  juxta-
posed with wishaybhakt
(passion-devoted). The
rhyme just could not have

been transported from one
language register to the
other, and Desai is right in
not having even tried but
the deficit suffered in the
substitution of “parents”
for “father” and the imper-
sonalised reference in
“flesh is heir to” is made up
for by the hashiya.

MORPHING PROVERBS
Desai  has, with good
reason, sought generally to
rub down Gujarati’s very
“its own” linguistic de-
marches. This leads to his
morphing proverbs into
their standard English
meaning—a  pragmatic
solution. Talking about his
neglect of cultivating a
good handwriting, he
writes of his repenting this
neglect when he saw the
“beautiful handwriting of
lawyers and young men
born and educated in
south Africa”. This is how
itis put in the English. But
the original, as Suhrud
shows, did not use the gen-
cric “beautiful”. It had a
Gujarati metaphor: moti
na dana jeva aksharo,
which translates as (in
Suhrud) “pearl-like” char-
acters. In the same passage
on handwriting, the Eng-
lish has “T Jater tried to im-
prove mine, but it was too
late.” So it was and saying
‘it was too late” is not
wrong, not wrong by far.
But it is still not the same
as sayingit, as Gandhi does
in the Gujarati, through a
proverb: pan pake ghade
kain  kantha  charhe?,
which Suhrud renders as
“(but) can one add a rim to
a perfectly baked clay pot?”
In the passage where
(sandhi recounts his con-
fessing to his father the
“stealing” of a piece of gold
from his brother’s armlet,
the  English  sentence
reads: “T was afraid of the

pain that I should cause
him.” The Gujarati paints a
more graphic scene, which
Suhrud provides as “...lest
he should be pained and
strike his head in anguish”.

There are in the Eng-
lish version some rub-
down of the scene as it un-
folded. When, for
instance, Sheth Abdul
Karim Jhaveri meets the
recently London-returned
and despondent Gandhi in
Rajkot and offers the as-
signment in South Africa
that was to change
everything for Gandhi, the
entrepreneur is quoted as
saying to him (according
to the English version):
“You will of course be our
guest.” The original Gujar-
atiis sharper, as a practical
arrangement of this kind
has to be. In Suhruds
hashiya, Jhaveri tells
Gandhi: “[You will] stay
in our bungalow.” A differ-
ence, there.

In the chapter “Near
Death’s Door”, narrating
his illness, Gandhi says in
the English translation: “I
had thoughtall along that I
had an iron frame....” The
Gujarati  has  patthar
Jeoun. Suhrud very rightly
points out the variation
from “abody hard as stone”
to “an iron frame”.

GUJARATIIDIOM

There is such a thing as
idiom. Everyone has one’s
own. Where does it come
from? Language or gram-

mar? Instinct or training?:

In owning up to his “Him-
alayan miscalculation”
about his compatriots’
readiness for civil dis-
obedience, Gandhi says in
his inimitable frugal yet
picturesque Gujarati
idiom: ...savinay bhang-
nun gadun dharya kartan
dhimun chalshe. He em-
ploys the image of the

cart—gadun. How has De-
sairendered it? With fidel-
ity to the spirit of the
original and an under-
standing of the author’s
disappointment with him-
self, as: “I realised that the
progress of the training in
civil disobedience was not
going to be as rapid as at
first expected” but with the
central motif of the cart
taken out. And with that
out, something of Gandhi’s
idiom goes out as well.

Are Suhrud’s alternat-
ive translations of words,
expressions and phrases
invariably meant to show
up the Gujarati over the
English? Not so. If most of
the alternative examples
can make the reader feel
that the English version
trails behind the original
Gujarati, Suhrud also gives
clear instances of the op-
posite, that is, where Desai
has kept the spirit of the
original but decidedly
broughtits English version
closer to the experience.
Talking of the time spent
by him as a student in Lon-
don in front of “a huge mir-
ror  watching  myself
arranging my tie and part-
ing my hair in the correct
fashion”, Gandhi says in
the Gujarati that back
home (in Suhrud’s con-
struction) “one got to see a
mirror on the day one got a
shave”. Desai has rendered
that, with telling effect, as
“...the mirror had been a
luxury permitted on the
days when the family
barber gave me a shave”.
He has vivified the descrip-
tion.

Likewise, when narrat-
ing the different ways in
which the Indian “coolie”
was referred to in South
Africa, Gandhi says that
“sam?” being a Tamil suffix
occurring  after many
Tamil names got to be ad-
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opted by their white mas-
ters who routinely called
all of them “sami” without
realising that “sami” was
nothing else than the
Sanskrit “swami” mean-
ing, paradoxically, “mas-
ter”. In the Gujarati,
Gandhi says: “Whenever
therefore an Indian... had
enough courage in him...
he would return the com-
pliment... T am not your
master”.”  Desai  has
changed “enough courage”
to “enough wit”—a distinct
improvement that Gandhi,
doubtless, welcomed.

PARALLEL GLIMPSING
Suhrud’s alternatives are
not suggested replace-
ments but parallel
glimpsing, meant to en-
large the reader’s options
in understanding.

The critical edition
cannot be and is not im-
mune from critical study
itself.

Suhrud’s  alternative
translations have to be the
result of his option-
choices. And every altern-
ative being subjective has
to have other alternatives

-to it. Suhrud, being the

scholar that he is, will
doubtless be the first to ac-
knowledge that. A classic
“case” is provided by the
description of Gandhi’s
first meeting with A.W.
Baker, an attorney in Pre-
toria. It is described in the
English matter-of-factly
with: “He received me
very warmly.” This seems
to be exactly what Gandhi
means by the correspond-
ing line in the original:
mane bhavthi bhetya.
Now, bhet can be any of
the following: “encounter-
ing”, “meeting”, “inter-
viewing”,  “embracing”.
Suhrud chooses the most
demonstrative—“embra-
cing”.

STEALING AND ATONEMENT

Ever since I have been grown wup, 1 have never
desired 1o smoke and bave always regarded the habic
of smoking as barbarous, dirty and harmful."’ 1 have
never understood why there is such a rage for smoking
throughout the world. I cannot bear'™ to travel in a
compartment full of people smoking. | become choked.

But much more scrious than this thefi was the one”
Las guilty of a lictic lacer. 1 piffered the coppers when™
Twas twelve or thirteen, possibly less. The othér theft
was commiued when [ was fifteen. In this case [ stole
3 bit of gold out of my meat-cacing brother’s armlet.
‘This brother had run into a'%* debt of about twenty-five
spees.* He had on his arm an armlet of solid gold. It
was not difficult to clip a bic'*® ouc of it.

Well, it was done,* and the debe cleared. But this
became more than I could bear. I resolved never o
steal again. 1 also made up my mind to confess it to
my father. But 1 did not dare to speak. Not that I was.
affaid of my father beating me. No. I do not recall his
ever having beaten any of us. [ was afcaid of the pain
that 1 sheuld cause him ™ Buc I fele the risk should be
aken; thac there could not be a cleansing without a
clean confession.

I decided at last to write out the confession, to
submit it to my father, and ask his forgiveness. [ wrote
iton a slip of paper and handed it to him myself. In
this note not only did I confess my guile, bue 1 asked

Yt his *Guide to London’ MKG citing the auchoricy of Count
Leo Tolstoy describes tobacco as ‘acrid poison’ and adviscs
absiinence from it, whether smoked, chewed or snutied. See
CIFMG, vol, 1, p. 89.

W i4is unbesrable to me’ in the fist edition.
il 10 add.
W, the brothers, thought of ways of paying it off.' To add.

“WOpe wla' in the orginal. “Tok' in Gujamt measures aboue
10 grani.

" the stealing of cigarette -
stumps and the servant's b NG

coppers was what

4 At the time of the falling with A

regard to smoking Wahon, —f=

4 The armlet was cut

#4fest he should be pained and
strike his head in anguish

g%,‘(
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Did the boss at Baker &
Lindsay embrace Gandhi
at their first meeting? Per-
haps he did. But Desai’s
cautious rendering, ap-
proved by Gandhi, did not,
it seems to me, need an al-
ternative, and that, too, of
“embracing”.

Occasionally, Suhrud’s
alternatives seem to be re-
dundant.

‘I must skip many
other experiences... and
come straight to the Boer
War” is how the English
chapter titled “The Boer
War” starts. Suhrud sug-
gests as an alternative
“shall” for “must”. If the
original had the Gujarati
for “shall” and not “must”,
that would have been only
right. But it does not. So?
So just this, that Suhrud is
most helpful when he is
critically, not imaginat-

MaRsdAL ANHOTATIeRS by Tridip
Suhrud. The reader has Desai's rendering
and Suhrud’s rendition on the same page.
(Right) A page from Mahadev Desai's
manuscript of his translation of “An
Autobiography”: Chapter XXII,
“Comparative Study of Religions”, Part II.
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ively reconstructive.

There should be no
doubting that the English
version of the autobio-
graphy is in Gandhi’s Gu-
jarati ink flowing througl
Desai’s  English  nih.
Suhrud’s critical edition
polishes the nib’s point,
clears its tines, slit,
shoulders and vent-hole of
unwanted and unintendel
substances, to leave it
gleaming and free to worl:
the Desai magic.

Suhrud’s critical edi-
tion is not an alternative
text but a concordance
volume of its own type.
And one that must selt-
correct in its successive
editions. Where are thece
self-corrections needed?
In the wording of some of
the alternatives where the
definite article can play
truant—the copy editors

domain. And in the abso-
lutely first class footnotes.
These, as a genre, can
never reach perfection for
there is so much that can
be added and so much that
can be sharpened. Jairam-
das Doulatram is, for in-
stance, described inter alia
as “...first editor of The Col-
lected Works of Mahaima
Gandhi?”—unfairly to the
person who was that,
Bharatan Kumarappa.
Suhrud’s edition will
be valued for its hashiye
alternatives and, no less,
for its industrious foot-
notes. But above all for giv-
ing readers of Gandhi’s
autobiography in English
some of the flavours of the

original in Gujarati of
which Gandhi was as
much a master as
Premchand was of
Hindustani. J

FRONTLINE

OCTOBER 26,2018

MY EXPERIMENTS WiTH TRUTH

FROM AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OR THE STORY OF




i
|

"y YHERE was a time
! when knowing Ghalib
(Mirza Asadullah Khan
Ghalib) meant knowing

life. No gathering of
friends was  complete
without recourse to a

couplet or two of Ghalib’s.
Those who had experi-
enced love had experi-
enced sorrow. And those
who had  experienced
either had lived Ghalib. A
man who knew no Urdu
poetry was considered un-
suitable for social com-
pany.

Back in pre-Partition
days, it was not uncommon
for a leather merchant or
an optician to recite Ghalib
even as he tended to daily
business. Ghalib’s couplets
descended from the soirees
to the street. And students
in universities did not tire
of quoting Maulana Altaf
Hussain Hali and his
memoir of Ghalib, Yadgar-
e-Ghalib, the treasture
through which many re-
covered Ghalib.

The poet  though
needed no yadgaar (mem-
orable) work of Hali. He
did not need to bask in re-
flected glory. He was that
fount from which each
drank according to his
taste. Some revelled in his
Persian divan (poetry).
Those unaccustomed to
the depths and width of the

Innovative
Meuhings
and the
lugenions Mind

Gopi Chand Narang
Translated from Urdu by Surinder Deol

language happily drank
from the potion of Urdu
poetry.

Today, one lives in an
age when the common
man struggles to even pro-
nounce the word Ghalib.
And Hindi cinema lam-
poons Urdu poets with
cheap gimmicks. In these
circumstances, Gopi
Chand Narang’s Ghalib:
Innovative Meanings and
the Ingenious Mind might
just have come too late in
the day. Or it may have
come in the nick of time to
bolster young people’s sag-
ging understanding of the
man who defied the tide of
time in his time and yet
could not get his contem-
poraries to understand his
mettle.

When Ghalib was at his
peak, very few people tried

Eternally Ghalib

Ghalib

Innovative
Meanings and the
Ingenious Mind
By Gopi Chand
Narang

Oxford University
Press

Price: Rs.1,295

to understand the rhyme
and the metre of his poems;
few had the profundity to
understand their depth,
deflection and understate-

ment. As Narang says i’

the book: “He [Hali] was
disappointed that Mirza
[Ghalib] failed to gain re-
cognition for his poetry in
his lifetime, which he richly
deserved. The mood of the
times had changed and
therefore, Divan-e-Ghalib
was not one of those cre
ations that the people
needed.”

A lasting love affaii
with posterity and
posthumous glory, this was
Ghalib’s fate. How then did
it come about that in the
21st century a person ex
periencing the ecstasies ol
life or battling against the
agonies of existence could

find solace in the work of
the same man, Ghalib?
Was he an eternal pessim-
ist who managed to mock
the vagaries of life? Or was
he an optimist who looked
in the mirror and
wondered aloud at the vi-
cissitudes of life? Ghalib
expressed it himself thus:
“Aaiina kiyon na duun ke
tamaasha kahein jise/ aisa
kahaan se laaun ke tum sa
kahein jise” (Maybe |
should give you a mirror/
so that you can watch your
own spectacle./ Where can

I find another whom
people will consider as
magnificent?)

Narang realises as

much and proceeds, rather
meticulously, to give us a
book that, according to
Nasir Abbas Nayyar, opens
“the knot of Ghalib’s mys-
teriously magical creativ-
ity that no one was yet able
to do”. Across 12 chapters
and  440-odd  pages,
Narang builds his narrat-
ive, moving from one mys-
tery to the next. The
mystery is heightened, the
excitement of stumbling
upon a fresh discovery
palpable.

A personal favourite
here is the section on the
published divan of the
poet. As Narang points
out, Ghalib’s divan, often
taken to be a uniform,
static entity, is dynamic.
The first manuscript was
ready as early as 183¢
though it was published
only in 1841. The long
lapse between manuscript
and publication did not
dim the charm of the work.
Its 1,093 couplets vied
with each other for a date
with posterity. Yet there
was more to come. The di-
van was published an in-
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credible five times, with
the fifth edition coming
outin 1863, some 30 years
after the first manuscript
was ready! It was no re-
launch of the old. It had an
astonishing 1,802
couplets, which tells one
how prolific the poet was
in the intervening years.

It is here, however,
that one senses Narang
could have used a fine-
toothed comb to select
couplets to analyse the po-
et’s mind. He, however,
chooses to stay safe by
opening with the couplet:
“Milna tera agar nahein
aasaan to sahl hai/
dushvaar to yahi hai ke
dushoaar bhi nahein”
(Meeting you is not easy,
yetitis easy./ Otherwise, I
would have given up trying
to see you./ The challenge
is that there is no chal-
lenge). Yes, there has been
no challenge to Ghalib for
more than a century.

As the couplets con-
tinue in the section,
Narang’s analysis too im-
proves with each misra (a
line of couplet). Gradually,
Narang begins to revel in
the poet’s paradoxes, the
ironies that clouded his
work, the mystery that
never stopped enveloping
him. The author gives
ample evidence of the mys-
tery with the couplet
“Havas ko hai nishaat-e-
kaar kya kya/ na ho
marna to jiune ka masa
kya” (Desire drives us to
gain much pleasure before
we die/ But if there were
no death life would not be
as much fun). The couplet,
as Narang informs the
reader, was composed
when the poet was travel-
ling to Kolkata. If in the
first line the poet appears
to be a prisoner of desire,
the second raises meta-
physical questions: s

pleasure pleasure only be-

cause life is ephemeral? Or-

does death make life more
enjoyable?

The section has a
(Ghalib couplet that has
been “done to death” on All
India Radio’s Urdu pro-
grammes where hosts in
vears gone by almost in-
variably ended their pro-
gramimes with it
“Mehrbaan ho ke bula lo
mujhko chache jis vagqt/
main gaya vaqt bhi nahin
huun ke phir aa bhi na
sakuun” (Call me back in
magnanimity  whenever
vou are kind/ I am not the
fime past or departed that
[ would fail to show up).
Surinder Deol’s transla-
tion, however, fails to re-
produce the magic of the
original, though he has
otherwise done justice to
Ghalib’s inimitable
zenius.

BEDIL'S INFLUENCE

The book endeavours to
cive credit where it is due.
For instance, Narang talks
of Bedil’s influence on the
poet with a couplet. The
section  “Bedil, Ghalib,
Masnavi Irfan, and Indian
Thought” opens  with
Ghalib’s words of gratit-
nde: “Tt is because of deep
allegiance to the spirit of
Bedil that my own work
cisplays a prophetic qual-
1ty. As Bedil is my guide
like Khizr, I am not afraid
oftreading unknown paths

*and being waylaid.”

This little submission
willy-nilly reveals another
facet of Ghalib’s life. Not
Jmown to be a practising
Muslim, he, however,
quotes with relish the ref-
crence in the Quran to
Prophet Musa and Khizr,
probably a prophet too. It
50 happened that Musa be-
came Khizr’s companion
on a journey on the condi-

tion that he would ask no
questions. Musa though
could not maintain his si-
lence as a series of incid-
ents unfolded when the
two entered uncharted ter-
ritory. Anybody who has
grown up with Ghalib’s
oft-repeated views about
drinking in a mosque or at
a place where there is no
god will be pleasantly sur-
prised with his grasp of the
Quran.

It is in such instances
that the book rises above
similar ventures in the
past, and the author de-
serves credit for this.
Through painstaking re-
search allied with a schol-
ar’s  perceptive  mind,
Narang is able to bring to-
gether in a cohesive man-
ner seemingly intractable
incidents in the poet’s life.

Narang does not shy
away from quoting Hali
when it comes to discuss-
ing the evolution of
Ghalib’s language, his use
of phrases, indeed, even
his unfolding mindscape.

In the section “Dead
Leaves, a Romantic Inter-

lude, and a Stricken
Heart”, Narang writes:
“Persian had coloured

Mirza’s day-to-day speech
and his power of imagina-
tion from the very begin-
ning. The language was
unfamiliar just like the
thoughts it expressed.
Mirza used Persian’s speci-
alities such as the use of
infinitives and the word
connectors liberally in his
Urdu. There were some
couplets where if you just
changed one word, the
whole verse would turn
into a Persian couplet.
These expressions were
special inventions of Mirza
that were neither seen be-
fore in Urdu nor in Per-
sian.”

No wonder, Ghalib’s

contemporaries failed to
gauge his genius. Some
found him difficult to com-
prehend, while others felt
he defied the established
norms of Urdu poetry. He
neither toed the line nor
slipped into stereotypes.

The ace poet under-
stood this rather well. Not
one to allow silence to rule
over speech, he said itall in
a Persian couplet (this
translation is by Deol):
“The vintage wine of my
verse/ will gain in its ma-
turity/ because of the fam-
ine of customers./ But the
ones who taste it in the fu-
ture/ will surely get the be-
nefit of ageing/ and will
thus receive rare flavour
and leisure.”

Well, we are that pos-
terity, “the future” Ghalib
refers to. And we are the
fortunate ones to “receive
rare flavour and leisure”.

This book should be
read for two reasons. First,
it is about Ghalib. And
Ghalib is never out of sea-
son or form. Second,
Narang bases his Ghalib
study on the plurality of
the poet’s thought, on the
Indian aesthetic, and on
his deep Persian influ-
ences. It is no fan’s ac-
count. Rather, it is an
insightful venture where
the author places before
the reader the lived reality
of the poet’s life, the width,
even acuity, of his vision
and, of course, the bril-
liance of his words. Even in
couplets, he goes beyond
the surface and gives one
the circumstances that in-
duced them. One may not
necessarily agree with
Narang’s evaluation of the
poet, but going through his
arguments is an enjoyable
exercise in itself. Like life,
here too the joy lies in the
journey. Narang’s bookis a
fine landmark. O
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The man Indirs

trusted

A biography of the diplomat P.IN.
known as Indira Gandhi’s friend,

/]
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¥ YHIS book is easily one

4 of the best that I have
read and reviewed re-
cently. The scintillating
style, the Teutonic thor-
oughness of research, the
commendable ability of the
author to see and explain
the big picture, and his
keenness to explain mat-
ters keeping in mind young
readers who might need to
be told of the context in
some detail set this book
apart.

Let us start with the
style. Writing about the
diplomats P.N. Haksar and
G. Parthasarathi, the au-
thor contrasts them: “The
two were poles apart in
temperament: Haksar was
voluble, Parthasarathi was
taciturn. Haksar reduced
everything to  writing,
Parthasarathi  preferred
oral conversations. Haksar
appeared wise when he
spoke, Parthasarathi ap-
peared sagacious even
when he remained silent.
Haksar was the quintes-
sential intellectual, prefer-

ring a life of books,
Parthasarathi had also
played Ranji  Trophy

ouide, this book is a sin;
tanding contem

U
history. sy K.p. FABIAN

T
i

cricket. But both had been
rebels in their personal
lives when it was not the
norm to be so, with Haksar
marrying his cousin and
Parthasarathi marrying a
Parsi. Both had been part
of Indira Gandhi’s inner
circle with Haksar wield-
ing power and Parthas-
arathi commanding
influence.”

The chapterisation is
commendable. The first
chapter, titled “The Katni
Kashmiri”, narrates Hak-
sar’s lineage, and we learn
that one of his forebears
from his mother’s side,

{alksar, better
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Intertwined Lives

- P.N. Haksar and
Indira Gandhi

By Jairam
Ramesh

Simon & Schuster

Pages: 518
Price: Rs.799

Raja Din Nath, played a
crucial role in the creation
of the kingdom of Jammu
and Kashmir. Raja Din
Nath was Maharaja Ranjit
Singh’s Finance Minister
and signed the 1846 Treaty
of Amritsar that gave birth
to the kingdom. On his
father’s side, Haksar’s an-
cestry can be traced to
Swaroop Narain Haksar,

who was the Dewan of

Bundelkhand of the Cent-
ral India Agency in the mid
19th century.

Haksar started his
formal schooling at 13. Un-
til then he was taught
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Hindi, Urdu and Sanskrit.
He graduated from the
municipal high school in
Zarni in what is now Mad-
liya Pradesh in 1929, with
distinction in Sanskrit. In
1987, when he went to
 ‘hina to defreeze the bilat-
cral relations, Ambassador
.V. Ranganathan recalls
that Haksar recited verses
from Kalidasa’s
Meghaduta at a dinner.
Taksar could recite from
Chakespeare, too, with
cqual ease.

Before every chapter,
rhere is a paragraph telling
us what to expect. Al-
though the title is Inter-
rwined Lives, the book is a
fairly detailed biography of
HHaksar. We see him get-
iing “radicalised” while
studying at Allahabad Uni-
versity (1929-35) and get-
ting even more
“radicalised” in London
(1935-42). The third
chapter is appropriately
titled “Student Molotov”: it
was in London that Haksar

came under the spell of

V.K. Krishna Menon and
made friends with Fercze

" and Indira Gandhi. Haksar

embraced Marxism with
boundless enthusiasm. On
his return from London,
where he studied anthro-
pology and law, Haksar
spent about a year in Nag-
pur as a full-time office-
bearer of the undivided
Communist Party of India.
He then moved to Alla-
habad and practised at the
Allahabad High Court for
four years before joining
the newly created Indian
Foreign Service in 1947.
When Haksar was
Deputy High Commis-
sioner in London (1965-
67), Indira Gandhi, who
took over as Prime Minis-
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ter in January 1966, wrote
to him asking him to keep
an eye on her sons, Rajiv
and Sanjay, then in Eng-
land. Haksar succeeded in
building up a cordial rap-
port with Rajiv Gandhi but
not with Sanjay Gandhi,
who was undergoing train-
ing at Rolls Royce and was
unhappy; he wanted to re-
turn to India and start
something of his own.
Haksar advised him to
complete his training. San-
jay Gandhi disliked both
the advice and the adviser,
a dislike that would lead,
years later, to Haksar’s de-
cision to resign from his
job as Principal Secretary
as Sanjay Gandhi’s star
rose in the political firma-
ment of pre-Emergency
India.

HAKSAR'S
‘IMPRIMATUR’
Haksar took over as Secret-
ary to Prime Minister in
1967 and left office in Janu-
ary 1973. The author de-
votes 210 pages to this
chapter, felicitously titled
“A Prime Minister’s Alter
Ego (1967-1972)”, the most
interesting part of the book.
When Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi sent greet-
ings to North Vietnam’s
Ho Chi Minh on his 77th
birthday (May 14, 1967),
United States Ambassador
Chester Bowles lodged a
formal protest with the
Ministry of External Af-

fairs. When Bowles met *

Haksar, the latter stood his
ground, firm but inoffens-
ive, a characteristic pose of
this superb diplomat.

Haksar was deeply in-
volved with policymaking
in the Congress party.
Between June 1967 and
January 1973, no import-
ant resolution was adopted
by the Congress without
his “imprimatur”.

In July 1968, the
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics (USSR) decided
to sell arms to Pakistan.
Naturally, India was upset
and Indira Gandhi wrote
to Prime Minister Alexei
Kosygin expressing India’s
protest. Both the Jan
Sangh and the Swatantra
Party used the occasion to
mountascathing attack on
Indira Gandhi’s foreign
policy. On Haksar’s advice,
Indira Gandhi invited Atal
Bihari Vajpayee for a dis-
cussion. We are not told
whether they met or how
the meeting turned out, if
they did. All that we can
say is that if they met,
neither knew that it was a
meeting between the in-
cumbent Prime Minister
and a future one.

At times, Haksar mod-
erated the overreaction of
the Ministry of External
Affairs. When the USSR
published maps that inac-
curately  showed  the
boundary between India
and China, the Ministry
prepared a note verbale.
Haksar, with the Prime
Minister’s approval, re-
placed the words “hereby
register their protest” with
“once again draws atten-
tion”. When the Soviet
Union led Warsaw Pact
troops in the invasion of
Czechoslovakia, Haksar
carefully avoided “con-
demning” it in the Prime
Minister’s statement in
Parliament. He wanted to
do his utmost to avoid fric-
tion with Moscow, taking
into account India’s larger
interests.

On June 17, 1967,
China exploded its first hy-
drogen bomb. The Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT), as jointly drafted
by the two superpowers,
was coming up before the
United Nations for adop-

tion in April 1968. Hak-
sar’s position, as reflected
in the instructions to the
Indian delegation, spe-
cified that while opposing
the treaty, India should
not do anything to delay its
adoption. However, by
1970, Haksar and Indira
Gandhi had come to the
conclusion that India
should keep open its op-
tions about the bomb. A
decision was taken to set
up nuclear power plants
even if they were finan-
cially unviable as the coun-
try needed enriched fuel.

The Research and
Analysis Wing (RAW) was
set up in 1968. Acting on
its founder Rameshwar
Nath Kao’s complaint,
Haksar saw to it that he
(Kao) had full powers.
When former director of
the Intelligence Bureau,
B.N. Mullick, published a
book titled The Chinese Be-
trayal after his retirement,
the Home  Minister
wanted to prosecute him
for violating the Official
Secrets Act. Haksar agreed
that there was a case for
prosecution but advised
againstit as in any trial the
government would look
foolish, having provided
the author all the facilities
by way of house and tele-
phone to write the book.
The  Prime  Minister
concurred.

DIFFERENCES WITH
INDIRA GANDHI

Indira Gandhi did not al-
ways follow Haksar’s ad-
vice. Despite Haksar’s
strong opposition, Sanjay
Gandhi was given a licence
in 1970 to make passenger
cars. Haksar preferred to
use the scarce industrial
resources for a mass rapid
transport system. Readers
in Delhi and other metro
cities who daily negotiate

traffic jams can come to
their own conclusions as to
whether Haksar was right
or not.

Another policy matter
where Haksar did not have
his way was about taxing
agricultural income. Al-
though he had a case from
a purely economic point of
view, the Prime Minister
saw the political risks
which he failed to notice.

Even Haksar could lose
his sense of proportion. He
wanted G. Parthasarathi to
be appointed as the first
Vice Chancellor of Jawa-
harlal Nehru University.
There was much opposi-
tion from Education Min-
ister V.KLR.V. Rao, who
wanted an academic as
Vice Chancellor. A number
of eminent persons who
were approached, includ-
ing the astrophysicist S.
Chandra, retired Chief
Justice P.B. Gajendrag-
adkar, Dr S. Gopal and
Professor P.N. Dhar, de-
clined. Rao maintained his
opposition even after the
Prime Minister proposed
the name of Parthasarathi.

Haksar put up a note
saying that if the Prime
Minister herself spoke,
Rao might relent. The note
ended by suggesting that if
the Prime Minister did not
wish to speak, then in or-
der to respect the “com-
mitment” to
Parthasarathi, Haksar
would be glad to resign so
that Parthasarathi could
replace  him. Indira
Gandhi was not amused.
She noted with some
acerbity: “Secretary evid-
ently enjoys writing these
notes. He may like to write
such things but I am not
amused. The suggestion at
the end cannot be taken
seriously nor is it amus-
ing.” She spoke to Rao the
next day, and Parthas-
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arathi was appointed.

The author’s narration,
based on documents, com-
bined with his ability to
connect the dots, does cor-
rect some incorrect popu-
lar impressions. We shall
mention only one or two.

First, there is an im-
pression that the Soviet
Union had proposed a
treaty a long time ago and
India had kept it in the
freezer; and that only
when the tension with
Pakistan escalated over the
atrocities committed in
East Pakistan and there
was a clear sign that
Pakistan, China and the
U.S. were
against India, did Indira
Gandhi decide to take the
file out of the freezer and
sign the treaty (Treaty of
Peace, Friendship and Co-

ganged up

operation) in August 1971.

As a matter of fact, In-
dira Gandhi told the visit-
ing Soviet Premier, Alexei
Kosygin, on May 6, 1969,
that India wanted to sign
such a treaty. It was de-
cided that in view of the
allergy entertained by
some influential sections
in India, it would be better
to conduct the negoti-
ations in Moscow. How-
ever, the
External Affairs wanted to
go slow and instructed
Ambassador D.P. Dhar to
continue talking “without
any finality”.

In effect, Dhar was to
listen and not react. Dhar
shared his frustration with
Haksar, who told Indira
Gandhi that the Ministry’s
instructions did not make
sense. Haksar put it in his

Ministry  of

inimitable style: “The Am-
bassador has done tight
rope-walking with great
finesse. However, he will
soon topple over, unless he
is steadied by some clear
instructions so as to how
he should proceed and the
extent to which he can re-
spond concretely and con-
structively.” The Prime
Minister agreed but still
wanted more time before
signing the treaty. The au-
thor speculates that she
might have been hoping
for improvement in rela-
tions with the U.S.

Within days of Indira
Gandhi’s spectacular elect-
oral victory in March 1971,
Pakistan began a military
crackdown in the east. In-
dia  started  training
Bangladeshi freedom
fighters. The decision to

. Indira Gandhi with Pakistani diplomat Aziz Ahmed (left] and (from right to Left) P.N. Haksar Foreign
Secretary Kewal Smgh and P.N. Dhar, at the Nehru Memorial Museum Library.

speed up the signing of the
treaty with the Soviet
Union was taken only after

and perhaps because of

U.S. Secretary of State

" Henry Kissinger’s path-

breaking visit to China in
July 1971. Tt was signed the
next month.

On September 4, 1971,
Haksar turned 58 and re-
tired. There was some un-
derstanding that he might
be re-employed. While he
was in Paris, enjoying a
well-deserved holiday, In-
dira Gandhi had it con-
veyed to him that she
wanted him to join her in
her forthcoming visits to
important Western capit-
als, including Washington,
in the context- of the
Bangladesh crisis. Haksar
agreed and joined her in
Vienna, from where she

FRONTLINE -

OCTOBER 12,2013

THE HINDU ARCHIVES

=

e

. TR

g

Rl 7t s

LR s o




N gRynE 20

went to Washington. He
also arranged for a medical
check-up for her in Vi-
enna. This reviewer, then
the First Secretary in Vi-
enna, had seen the dia-
gnosis by the famous Dr
Karl Fellinger mentioning
high blood pressure as a
matter of concern.

P.N. Dhar, who re-
placed Haksar, found the
iagk of filling his shoes too
overwhelming, and soon it
was found necessary to
bring Haksar back. It was
Moni Malhoutra, Deputy
Secretary in the Prime
Minister’'s Office, who
coined the term “Principal
Secretary to PM”, with
Haksar occupying that po-
sition and Dhar continu-
ing as Secretary.

The second wrong
popular impression is that
Indira Gandhi asked the
Army chief General Sam
Manekshaw to prepare for

military intervention in’

Fast Pakistan and that he
told her that he needed
more time. The story came
from Manekshaw. The au-
thor has found no docu-
mentary evidence of such a
conversation between the
Army chief and the Prime
Minister.

The key question is,
What would Indira
Gandhi have done if

LA A a7 272y Indira Gandhi welcoming
Zulfikar Ali Bhutto for the talks before the signing of
the Simla Agreement. Also present is Bhutto's

daughter Benazir.

Pakistan had not unwit-
tingly helped her by at-
tacking India on
December 3, 1971? This is
a contrafactual question
that is difficult to answer.
But the fact remains that
Indira Gandhi, on Hak-
sar’s advice, had taken into
account the potential need
fo intervene militarily in
the east and acted on it
months before the event.

SIMLA ACCORD

The reader, who admires
the author’s Teutonic thor-
oughness in giving a hol-
istic and in-depth account
of major events, gets a
slight shock when it comes
to the 1972 Simla Accord.
We are given a detailed ac-
count of the origins of the
accord, starting with the
diplomatic pressure from
Moscow, reinforced by
similar pressure from Lon-
don.

President Zulfikar Ali
Bhutto of Pakistan was be-
hind it as he told the USSR
that he would approach
the Security Council. In
any case, the decision toin-
vite Bhutto was a sound
one. The key question is
what happened in Simla
and why.

It was the Indian side
that proposed the use of
the phrase “a final settle-

ment of Jammu and Kash-
mir”. It is rather puzzling
why Haksar agreed to it.
To balance the account, we
need ,to mention three
points not mentioned in
the book.

One, Piloo Modi, a
friend of Bhutto, was in
Simla with his wife Vina,
and Modi had advised
Bhutto to seek a one-to-
one meeting with Indira
Gandhi in case of a dead-
lock. Bhutto followed the
advice and was able to get
concessions from Indira
Gandhi.

Two, P.N. Dhar, with
the advantage of hind-
sight, concluded that India
was outwitted in Simla. In
1975, the Pakistani diplo-
mat Aziz Ahmed and P.N.
Dhar were flying back
from a conference in Paris.
Dhar complimented Aziz
Ahmed on the diplomatic
skills he displayed in Paris
and Simla. “At the mention
of Simla,” Dhar writes, “his
expression suddenly
changed. With an undis-
guised sneer that distorted
his face, he said it was not
Pakistan’s skills but India’s
strong desire for positive
results that had made the
summit a success. I would
have taken this for a com-
pliment but for the sar-
casm in his tone, which
made a strong impression
on my mind at the time.”

Three, Bhutto had
agreed with Indira Gandhi
that he would agree to
eventually convert the
ceasefire line of December
17, 19771, but he could not
include it in the agreement
because of the political
risks in Pakistan.

The fact of the matter
is that he had no intention
of doing so and had suc-
cessfully cheated his inter-
locutor. In short, Indira
Gandhi, who acted as the

granddaughter of Chana-
kya in the 1971 war, ceased
to be that in Simla.

“Cleopatra’s nose,” the
17th century French philo-
sopher Blaise Pascal wrote,
“had it been shorter, the
whole face of the world
would have been changed.”
Had there been no Haksar,
it can be reasonably argued
that the course of India’s
history would have been
different. Indira Gandhi
would not have achieved
all that she did without this
true “friend, philosopher,
and guide”.

After Rajiv Gandhi’s
funeral, his wife, Sonia
Gandhi, was asked to
choose the successor. She
consulted Haksar, who
suggested Vice President
Shankar Dayal Sharma,
who declined. Then Hak-
sar suggested P.V.
Narasimha Rao,
agreed with some alacrity.

Haksar can be said to
have influenced the career
of another Prime Minister
as well. Dr Manmohan
Singh was appointed Sec-
retary (Economic Affairs)
in 1972 on Haksar’s advice.
A pre-Haksar Indira
Gandhi chose to devalue
the rupee. A post-Haksar
Indira Gandhi ordered
Operation Blue Star. Both

were wrong decisions.
Suppose he had been
there? '

“The history of the
world,” Thomas Carlyle
wrote, “is but the bio-
graphy of great men.” The
reader will agree. This
book is a singular contri-
bution to understanding
contemporary history and
will be of keen interest not
only to scholars but also to
the general public. The
young should read it. [
K.P. Fabian is the author
of Diplomacy: Indian
Style.
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engthening Shadow

Accessible, humane, unsparingly critical—this is a clear-headed

BY P.A. KRISHNAN

"HE Indian freedom movement

did not take place on a smooth
i plain. Its terrain was rough, full
i of ups and downs and twists

and turns. Many of those who

travelled in that terrain were of
an uncominon calibre. Still, a great
number of them stumbled and fell by
the wayside. A few managed to sur-
vive and reach the destination. And
Gandhi led them all. His is easily
among the most extra-ordinary sto-
ries ever told and he easily the most
widely known modern Indian any-
where in the world. I had been asked
about him by ordinary people in
countries as far away as Costa Rica.
They were amazed, as [linstein right-
ly predicted, that such a man could
really exist. Nearer home, there are a
few who revile him and attribute to
him diabolic gualities which, if he
had been told that he had had them,
would have induced a smile from him.
Just a few days ago, I saw a poster car-
rying a huge picture of a Southern
politician (with an inset of Modi) and
rather triumphantly calling him the
Godse of South India.

It did not elucidate which modern
Gandhi he was zeroing on. Seventy
years after his martyrdom, Gandhi is
many things to many people. Still, there
is a quintessential Gandhi, as seen by
his adulating, friendly, critical and con-
temptuous contemporaries and as may
be distilled from his life and writings. It
is this Gandhi that Guha presents in his
bookinan easy and a graceful style. The
book runs into over eleven hundred
pages, but its flow would mesmerise
even persons who hate huge tomes, like
me. It is said of some masterpieces of
painting that whoever is assessing them
is being assessed in turn. This is true of
Gandhi too. In my assessment, Guha
will be counted among the great biogra-
phers of the world.
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Guha’sis anarrative biography, chron-
ologically told as far as practicable.
Amazingly, for a book of its girth, it
doesn’t digress much, hewing close to
its subject.

In the first hundred pages, Gandhi
searches for solutions to some of the
unique problems of India. The Gandhi
of the last few pages is still searching for
solutions to almost the same problems.
In the intervening years, he himself
changed into a different person and
transformed millions of Indians into
better human beings. Many more rem-
ained unchanged, but that was not his
fault. It is rarely given to one to depart
from this world at the most glorious
moment of one’s life—Gandhi died
when he was the exemplar of an aston-

Gandhi’s problematic
relation with modernity is
barely covered, Khan Abdul
Gaffar Khan makes only a
late entry and the hugely
significant 1931 Karachi
Resolution is not mentioned.

ishing iridescence of love and compas-
sion when the world around him was
dissolving in a miasma of hate. Guha
covers these heady years with aplomb.
He also deals with the human Gandhi.
He is unsparing in his criticism about
Gandhi’s wooden-headedness in deal-
ing with his children, especially his
eldest son. He speaks about his infatua-
tion with Tagore’s niece and, thankfully,
is very brief on his infamous experi-
ments on Brahmacharya.

Guha’s coverage of the Poona Pact is
fair and there is some substance in his
assertion that Ambedkar had a far
greater impact on Gandhi than he was
sometimes willing to acknowledge. But
Gandhiwasrightwhen he says, “Nobody

has opposed untouchability in such
strong language as 1.” Gandhi was tar-
geted by fanatical Hindus for two rea-
sons. One was that he spoke for
Hindu-Muslim unity. The other was
that he consistently spoke for Dalits
(Harijans in his words). We know
Gandhi gave his life for Hindu-Muslim
unity. Many of us do not know that he
almost gave his life for Dalits. A bomb
was thrown at him in Pune on June 25,
1934, while he was on a tour preaching
the eradication of untouchability. He
escaped unhurt, but five persons were
injured. Gandhi said, “I am not acting
for martyrdom, but if it comes in my
way...I shall have earned it, and it will be
possible for the historian of the future
to say that the vow I had taken before
Harijans that I would, if need be, die in
the attempt to remove untouchability
was literally fulfilled.”

This is the first book on Gandhi which
tells in some length the almost untold
story of Mahadev Desai, the self-effacing
and brilliant secretary of Gandhi who
died in 1942, just a few days after he was
imprisoned along with Gandhi. Itwas he
who protected Gandhi, advised him,
gently fought with him and even made
him change hisviews. It was only Gandhi
who would have attracted such a person-
ality. It was only a person of Mahadev’s
calibre and integrity who would- have
endured Gandhi for so long, which ulti-
mately killed him at a relatively young
age of fifty. Gandhi remembered Desai
almost every day until his own death.
The other personality who comes out
beautifully in the book is Rajkumari
Amrit Kaur, the Sikh princess. It was she
who was instrumental in bringing Dr
Ambedkar to Nehru’s first cabinet. When
madness was unfolding in Punjab, she
wrote to Gandhi: “The tragedy is that
most of us inwardly rejoice when our
community gets its back on the other...I
am filled with fear as to where we are
drifting” It was Gandhi and mostly
Gandhi who convinced all those who
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DESK-BOUND Ramachandra Guha has written an excellent narrative biography, not digressing much from his subject

were sane at that time that it was wrong

to rejoice at the suffering of others, just

because they belonged to a different

community. Ultimately, it was his mar-
tyrdom that arrested the drift.

UHA alsomakesashortworkof the
canard that Gandhi did not do his
best to prevent Bhagat Singh and
* his comrades from being sent to
the gallows. He points out that Gandhi
wrote a letter to the Viceroy on March
23,1931, pleading with him to postpone
the execution, but they were executed
on March 24.

I have a few problems with the book.
Gandhi had very different views on sci-
ence, technology, industrialisation,
medicine and many things that were
then considered modern. Guhascarcely
covers that ground. Gandhi, after com-
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ing out of prison in 1944, exchanged a
series of letters with P.C. Joshi, the
Communist leader, which were discu-
ssed at some length when they were
compiled into'a book. Guha is silent on
them. Khan"‘Ab‘dul Ghaffar Khan does
not appear in the narrative after page
550.Tam also disappointed that he does
not mention the 1931 Karachi Res-
olution of the C“qngress, which dema-
nded, among otﬁer things, a living
wage for industrial workers, suppres-
sion of slavery, protection of working
women, prohibition ‘of child labour,
progressive income tax'on agricultural
incomes and legacies, adult suffrage,
freedom of worship, trade 'ynion rights
and equal rights for all citizens. It was
Gandhi who piloted the resolution
through the Subjects Committee, if I
am not wrong, and ensured that it was

passed unanimously.

Gandhi said this in 1928: “It would be
onthe question of Hindu-Muslim unity
that my Ahimsa would be put to its
severest test, and that question pre-
sented the widest field for my experi-
ments in Ahimsa. The conviction is still
there. Every moment of my life I realise
that God is putting me on my trial.” He
could not have been more explicit than
this. He tried many such experiments.
All through his life he was groping for
answers and died without really getting
them. I ami not sure about God, but afew
haughty humans tried him and found
him wanting. For the humble others, it
is his search that engages them even
now and makes them realise that he was
one of the most glorious personalities
ever to grace the earth. Guha has
brought this Gandhi to them. 7]
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Triting Self, Writing Empire by
/' Rajeev Kinra is a biography of
Chandar Bhan Brahinan, a 17th-
century Mughal munshi. (He died in the
1660s, Brahman was his caste and also his
rakhallus or pen name.) Simultaneously,
Writing Self; Writing Empire ic 2lso a history
of the political and administi afive culture
of the Mughal empire during .hah Jahan’s
reign (1627-58), and a contribution to the
literary history of Persian in India. The
book is part of a larger trend of writing
Mughal and medieval Indo-Izlamic history
(also referred to as “early modern”) that
has focused largely on cultuial history of
ihe Indo-Islamic milieu an< shown how
this was a “cosmopolitan” venture com-
parable to other similar “early modern”
polities in West Asia and Europe (Breck-
enbridge et al 2002; Lefévic et al 2015).
Theoretically, “cosmopolitan-isin” has been
expounded by academic figiives based in
the Wesi such as Kwame Anthony Appiah.
Appiah sees cosmopolitan-isr as “a rejec-
tion of the conventional viev that every
civilized person belonged to © community
among communities,” and as “regard[ing]
all the peoples of the earth as so many
branches of a single family, 1nd the uni-
verse as a state” (Appiah 200¢:).* However,
cosmopolitan-ism does not onvincingly
explain why a human being should feel
belonging towards all of huinanity more
than towards any other community. In
fact, is it possible to transcend cultural
moorings and become “universal,” and
would not any such transcendence not
inaugurate yet another cultus al formation
that would with time becoine “particu-
lar”? The history of all ideologies, for ex-
ample, Christianity, Islam. Marxism,
Democracy or Arya 5amaj, 1ggests so.
Methodologically, this research output
is based on close philological =ngagement
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Writing Self, Writing Empire: Chandar Bhan
Brahman and the Cultural World of the
Indo-Persian State Sacretary by Rajeev Kinra,
Delhi: Primus Books (by arrangement with University of
California Press), 2016; pp xix+369, ¥1,250.

with a variety of original sources. Kinra
applies the model of “cosmopolitan-ism”
to the Mughal cultural world and Chandar
Bhan Brahman is his test case. The book
derives from a close reading of two texts
from Chandar Bhan’s literary oeuvre,
namely the Chahar Chaman (Four Gardens)
and the Munsha’at-i Brahman (Epistles
of Brahman). This is supplemented by data
from a variety of contemporary and sub-
sequent histories and commentaries that
discuss Chandar Bhan’s life and career
as a poet and administrator.

The Munshi

In the 20th century, the Persian munshi
is already a relatively forgotten figure.
However, as late as the early 19th century,
colonial officials were made to read Eng-
lish translations of the Chahar Chaman.
Ethnically, the munshi could be a Hindu or
a Muslim from South Asia, or a Muslim
or Zoroastrian from Iran and Central
Asia. Amongst Hindus, certain castes
traditionally associated with literacy, such
as Khatris, Kayasthas and Brahmins,
formed the bulk of munshis. Using the
biographical framework, Kinra documents
the sociocultural processes through which
Indian Muslims and Hindus became mun-
shis, and acquired Persian as a language
of poetry and bureaucracy. This description
gives reasons behind the acceptance and
success of the Mughal rule. Kinra sug-
gests that the Mughal rule was part of a
wider “cosmopolitan” world of Persian
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language, literature and culture that in-
cluded the Ottoman and Safavid empires,
and other political formations in Central
and South Asia. Kinra foregrounds for-
gotten evidence, and provides a detailed
description of active and willing Hindu
presence in the Mughal empire. He shows
how dominant stereotypes of the pre-
sent-day do not fit the evidence from the
17th-century Mughal realm. The strength
of Kinra’s work lies in the attention pro-
vided to the figure of the munshi, his social
background, his acculturation and train-
ing into Persianate bureaucracy, and his
relevance in the Indo—Persian state system.
Kinra’s book is also applicable to the po-
litical and bureaucratic world in Central
and West Asia from Sarajevo to Samar-
gand where munshis and Persian lan-
guage were equally relevant. Ethnically,
these munshis may or may not have
been born in families speaking Persian
or kin languages. Chandar Bhan, the
munshi chronicled in this book, was not
a Persian-speaker by birth. He acquired
the language and its culture to forge a
successful career as a bureaucrat, and
to a lesser extent as a poet.

The introduction to the book tells us
why Writing Self, Writing Empire is im-
portant, and provides a theoretical
framework and a synopsis of the chap-
ters. It correctly points out that Chandar
Bhan was a direct observer and partici-
pant in a Mughal bureaucracy that was
“streamlined and rationalized to levels
unprecedented in the history of the sub-
continent and unsurpassed in ... the
world” (p 3): Kinra tells us how Mughal
bureaucracy was staffed by individuals
moving in circuits of international com-
mercial and intellectual exchange. Espe-
cially, his study zooms in on the Persian
and Indo-Persian literary and intellectual
traditions. Chapter 1 charts the intellec-
tual world of Chandar Bhan. Kinra sug-
gests that present-day academic under-
standings of the Mughal world, espe-
cially of the post-Akbar era, posit it to be
a period dominated by a strident Islam
that marginalised other traditions. This
is a hasty observation. Kinra is very se-
lective in his readings of academic opin-
ions on the issue. He discusses the
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works of J F Richards and Stanley Lane-
Poole, but skips a vibrant tradition of
“secular” historiography, including works
of Irfan Habib, Bikram Jit Hasrat, M Athar
Ali, Satish Chandra, Harbans Mukhia
and others whose arguments are not dis-
similar to those of Kinra. He sees the life
and literary output of Chandar Bhan
and those around him as evidence of an
Islam that was more accommodating,

~and a Hindu culture that was at ease

with it. Chandar Bhan approvingly cites
verses from the Quran in his work, and
writes poetry such as lazim aamad bar
sar-i ma khidmat-i but barhaman/mahw
kai gardad har aan nagshi ki dar dil-ha
nishast (It is incumbent upon us to serve
the idol, Brahmin/How can any image
that resides in the heart be erased?) (p
23). Not only did Chandar Bhan’s family
get him schooled in Persian literary and
accounting traditions, Chandar Bhan got
his son Tej Bhan schooled in the same.
He attests to the presence of Shudra
scribes and draftsmen at the lower levels
of bureaucracy. The chapter has detailed
notes on Muslim and Hindu patrons of
Hindus and Hindu learning at the
Mughal court, such as Afzal Khan, Asaf
Khan, Inayat Khan, Sadullah Khan and
others. The chapter also has extended
sections on medical science and literary
culture at the Mughal court.

Chapter 2 focuses on the training and
cultivation of secretaries or ashab-i galam
(gentlemen of the pen; scribes) in 17th-
century northern India. Other than train-
ing in reading and composing poetry,
the road to munshi-hood also passed
through disciplines such as statecraft,
diplomacy, ethics (akhlaq), writing letters
and documents (insha), and accounting
(siyaq). Kinra suggests that “mystical ci-
vility” was essential to the training of a
munshi. In the nasihat-nama (book of ad-
vice) named Chahar Chaman that includes
letters to his son Tej Bhan, Chandar Bhan
writes that acquiring detachment (bi-tal-
lugi) was essential for him, as was visiting
recluses, hermits and mystics (munzawi-
yan, gosha-nashinan, and darwesan), and
keeping secrets (razdar bashad). To vary-
ing degrees, this curriculum was also
part of the education of political figures,
including sultans. The Chahar Chaman
also includes accounts of the careers of
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past munshis such as Raja Todar Mal,
and other political, mﬁitary and adminis-
trative figures of the 17th century, and
cites letters written by some.

Shah Jahan and His Court

Chapter 3 is a gleaning of Chandar
Bhan’s observations of Mughal sovereignty,
especially as ensconced in the figure of
Shah Jahan padshah. In his Tarikh-i
Rajaha-yi Dihli, Chandar Bhan places
Shah Jahan padshah at the end of a list
of kings of Delhi, including real, mythical
and obscure Hindu predecessor “rajas”
such as Yudhishthira, Janamejaya, Jiwan
Jitand Anand Pal. In the Chahar Chaman,
Chandar Bhan eulogises Shah Jahan with
epithets, terming him a premier political,
legal, military and spiritual entity. These
eulogies were penned in prose and verse.
The court of Shah Jahan was a highly
formalised entity and attracted visitors
from as far as China, Arabia and Europe,
and from various religious and class
backgrounds. Chandar Bhan’s writings
serve as a valuable source of Shah Jahan’s
and his court’s daily life, routine and
ricuals. On the basis of these intercul-
tural cultural changes, Kinra describes
the court as “cosmopolitan.”

Chapter 4 highlights the autobio-
graphical aspects of Chandar Bhan’s
writings which say that he was a believing
Hindu from the Punjab. In Kinra’s reading,
Chandar Bhan’s writings display no tension
between his Hindu and Persianised/
Islamised selves, and is an ethical Mughal
subject. Kinra suggests that Chandar Bhan
was more a “spiritual” being than a mere
Sikh, Hindu or Muslim. This usage of
“spiritual” as separate from “religious”
needs more explaining. Kinra uses
Chandar Bhan to argue that Brahmins
were a distinct caste not because of their
occupation or mastery of Hindu rituals,
but because of their spiritual and textual
pursuits. Chapter 5 addresses the seem-
ingly fraught relations between Persian
literary worlds of India and Iran that ex-
isted in the period. He argues that poets
writing in Persian in India were keen to
stake their own presence and did so not
by formulating the sabk-i hindi (Indian
style), but by being part of a literary move-
ment of taza-gui (fresh manner of telling).
Sabli hindi was a term coined by modern
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[ranian literary critics that mapped
boundaries of modern nations on past
Persian literary worlds. These critics often
saw mos: of Indian writing in Persian as
second g ade. On the other hand, taza-gui
refers more to the search for new thernes
and mesnings in the period. Chandar
Bhan wz s one of the participants in this
literary inovement across the Persian

literary world that had counterparts in

Europe, such as the Mannerism move-
ment. In rhe final chapter, Kinra discusses
the meri ory of Chandar Bhan after his
death du ing the first decade of Aurangzeb's
reign (16 8-1707). A surprising aspect of
this meriory is its portrayal of a deep
associatin between Chandar Bhan and
Dara Shiloh that is not corroborated by
scrutiny of historical evidence. Kinra
also cha s how some of the subsequent
efforts . create a memory of Chandar
Bhan paiited him as a heretical upstart.

The beokis rich in data and anecdotes
based or hitherto underutilised sources,
and a jrevious reviewer has righily
suggeste | that Writing Self, Wriring
Empire :hall be indispensable to the
teaching -f Mughal India (Robinson 2018)
Neverthelass, the book does have short-
comings. There is a disregard of previous
writings pertaining to the cultural life of
Mughal india. One wonders what was
the political and economic basis behind
the accepcance of the Persian-style adab
and akhlaq (literature, bureaucracy and
polity) by participants hailing from a
variety of ethnic and cultural back-
grounds. Did India’s historical experience
with Pers:an as an elite language of culture
and bure-micracy prepare it for English?
Does the (lemocratisation and “devolution”
of Persiz into Urdu hold sorme lessons
for the fai2 of English?

Metho iologically, as Kinra himself
acknowl: dges, the book is based o the
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life and ouevre of a single |-=rson which
is less than adequate to rear h the rather
broad-stroke conclusions = advances.
The book shows examples that negate
present-day stereotypes of Hindus and
Muslims that dominate the hiztoriography
of Mughal India. Kinra porti-ys a picture
of a cosmopolitan world d=fined more
by “spirituality” than religions, such as
Hinduism or Islamn, and taste for
poetry over politics. His boolk is replete
with data displaying instance s of friendly
relations amongst Hindus and Muslims.
However, such tata may easilv be maiched
Dy someone else parading instances of
discord amongst Hindus and Muslims
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RAJ SEKHAR BASU

“"\\ alit Politics in Contem; orary India
}/is essentially a study o1 Dalit poli-
 tics from three principal “axes” as
interpreted by the author Sambaiah
Gundimeda. The first relate: o the his-
torical context in which th: anti-caste
and Dalit protests took their or1gins in the
later part of the 19th century in present-
day Uttar Pradesh and Andb a Pradesh.
Second, it has been authored in the con-
text of contemporary debate; especially
when the space of democrac is expand-
ing in India, with increasing (nstances of
the lower-casie assertions which have
challenged the cultural hegemony and
the political domination of the upper-
caste Hindus. Finally, it concerns itself
in terms of a comparison of political de-
velopments in North and South India.
Although not the first attempt-at com-
prehending the historical und ~rpinnings
that have informed Dalit politics, it
seems more engaged in understanding
the contours that shape coniemporary
indian political realities.

The author is interested in anearthing
the validity of the comparative political
framework that narrativises i he politics

26

during the same period. This data can
easily make Kinra’s framework redun-
dant. There is a need to develop a theoret-
ical framework to study Mughal India
that goes beyond the present-day stereo-
types of Hindu, Sikh, Muslim and
secular (reinvented as “cosmbpolitan” in
Kinra’s book).

Vikas Rathee (vikas.rathee@cup.edu.in)
teaches at the Central University of Punjab,
Bathinda.

NOTE

1 See introduction in Appiah (2006), attributing
the latter quote to Christoph Martin Weiland
who was also known as the German Voltaire.

wds Political Power,
1l Equality and Justice
rajectories of Dalit Mobilisations

Dalit Politics in Contemporary India by Sambaiah
Gundimeda, Oxon, New York, Routledge, 2016;

pp 32+ 298,995

e
of North India in terms of the Hindu—
Muslim divide, quite in contrast to
South Indian politics, which are much
influenced by caste divisions. Despite,
taking cues from these lines of thinking,
the author at the very outset clarifies that
he will also bring in the Ambedkarite
perspective to cull out the complexities
behind the political developments. It has
been asserted that despite pioneering
research on B R Ambedkar and Dalit
movements, such intellectual initiatives
suffer from limitations because of their
propensity to confine their scholarly
interests to developments that took place
in the colonial period. Gundimeda prefers
to examine the strategies of Dalit mobili-
sation and the political trajectories, some-
what in continuum with the colonial
past and the postcolonial present. These
efforts undoubtedly keep the reader’s im-
agination open to the deconstructivist
imperatives of the binaries like the “theo-
retical-personal,” “empirical-theoretical,”
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“objective-subjective,” “scholarly—non-
scholarly,” and last but not the least,
“personal becoming the political.” Gun-
dimeda also seeks to find an answer to
the raging academic aspersions, which
continually berate Dalit cultural asser-
tions and activisms for their inadequa-
cies in developing a theoretical under-
standing of their own. Academics often
fail to notice that Dalit assertions, which
epitomise the quotidian narratives of
struggle and victimhood, are not simply
empirical and thin in terms of theory.

Caste-Politics Linkages

The Hindu institution of caste has been
the bane of hierarchised social structures,
enabling the privileged to occupy the
upper rungs, and relegating the “lower”
castes to the depths of squalor and dep-
rivation. The Dalits or Scheduled Castes
(scs) are at.the bottom of the social
scale, rarely giving the expression of a
homogeneous category, but of a disparate
grouping of heterogeneous castes. The
problematic essentially arises from the
British colonial legislation which intro-
duced terms such as Depressed Classes
and scs, without considering the inner
cultural and social divisions that pervaded
these caste groups. The politico-bureau-
cratic systems of both the colonial and
the postcolonial periods had little reali-
sation that scs differed in their standings
within the caste hierarchy, with regard to
socio-economic advancements, education-
al attainments and political behaviour.
While there are disagreements over the
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itical Hist ‘w of Cotton in India

[T he history of cotton in 111dia span-
i ning five millennia ic. in many
L ways, the story of Indiar -ivilisation
itself. Each distinct phase «f Indian
history, seen through the len. of cotton,
is rich, insightful and indee ! a repre-
sentative story of our past. Corton also
occupies a significant plar: in our
economy today, and millions of produc-
—farmers, handloom we-vers and
tile workers—are dependent on it for
their livelihood. It is, thus, a i+15cinating
and important topic of study for an
understanding of today’s realities, which
is also informed by the ccinmodity’s
complex history.
Meena Menon and Uzrainma, the
authors of A Frayed History: The Journey
of Cotton in India, have worke on cotton

in India in different capacitie- for years.
While Uzramma has devoted nany dec-
ades to the cause of the cotton handloom
industry, Menon has written « xtensively
on sociopolitical issues, incliding the
cotton-farming scenario. Their combined
efforts are reflected in this book on the
history of and the contempoi iy issues
involved in the Indian cotton economy.
Extensive in scope, across th~mes and
Menon and Uzramma’s 7olume is
an important addition to the -ontempo-
rary literature on Indian cotton.

"The book covers the history of cotton in
precolonial and colonial Indis the con-
temporary agrarian crisis in Maharashtra,
its roots in government policy, the issues
related to genetically modifiect (Gm) Bt
cotton, an anecdotal exploration of han-
dloom weaving in the contemorary pe-
by Uzram-

rime,

riod, and an intervention, led
ima, to decentralise cotton yari: spinning
in select centres. It makes a normative
statement about the benefifs of a cotton-
farming economy based on indigenous
cotton, and the decentralisation of the
spinning component of the tex!ile econo-
my. Crucially, a recurrent moti through-
out the book is the authors” ar'vocacy of

o
2O

N

A Frayed History: The Journey of Cotton in India
by Meena Menon and Uzramma, New Delhi: Oxford
University Press, 2017; pp xxxiv + 384,%750

decentralised yarn spinning to rescue
handloom weavers from the yarn crisis,
and cotton farmers from the capricious
and unjust dynamics of the global mar-
cet. This is coupled with the authors
putting their weight behind indigenous
cotton varieties, which require fewer
inputs and, thus, reduced costs, and are
also hardier, resistant to pests, and suit-
able for Indian climatic conditions.

Precolonial and Colonial Past

A Frayed History begins with a vivid
description of the centrality of India in
the world of cotton textiles in precolonial
times. The thick description of India’s
superlative cotton textiles and their world-
wide trade paints an evocative picture.
Though this history is broadly known,
its detailed exploration in the first two
chapters of the book is fascinating. How-
ever, while we get a ringside view of the
superiority of the Indian textile industry,
several important analytic aspects of
this history are missing. Of the elements
that do not appear in the book, key
themes include the volume and value of
India’s textile trade, the commercialisa-
tion of the domestic cotton textile indus-
try from the 13th century, and the boom
in Indian cotton textile industry in the
three centuries after 1500.

The long and complex history of Indi-
an cotton in the colonial period has been
extensively studied by scholars. It is well
known that the British rule destroyed
the famed Indian handloom indusiry
and impoverished artisans. The fate of
farmers in cotton-growing regions was
no different. The stranglehold of imperi-
alist policies of exploitation and neglect
left them with no choice but to switch to
cash crops like cotton, which undermined
food security, enmeshed them in a vortex
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of debt, and dealt them the final blow in
a series of famines.

In their exploration of the colonial
history of cotton in India, Menon and
Uzramma describe the transformation
of the subcontinent from a world leader
in manufacturing, to a supplier of raw
material for British mills and a vast mar-
ket for industrial yarn and textiles. The
authors point out, by way of a quote, that
India’s share of the world’s total manu-
facturing output fell in the 19th century,
not only because of industrial produc-
tion by the West, but also because of
an absolute decline in the per capita
Indian manufacturing output itself (p 35).
Handloom weavers fell back on the
land, working as cultivators or landless
labourers. The agrarian economy was
debilitated by little agricultural invest-
ment and the displacement of food crops
to grow cotton. However, the value of the
author’s treatment of the colonial period
is marred by the use of frequent quotes
from multiple scholarly sources, while
their own commentary and interpretation
would have enriched the discussion.

Significantly, important dimensions of
the colonial history of Indian cotton
are mentioned in passing. A crucial gap
is the elision of the history of the Gan-
dhian khadi movement during the free-
dom struggle. In their narrative of the
distress in the chief cotton-growing
region of Berar, the direct domination of
cotton production by European capitalists
without several intermediary merchants
in the last third of the 19th century,
which is an important element of this
history, is not mentioned. The authors
also fail to consider the critical 20th-
century textile history, including the
impact of India’s own cotton mills on the
handloom industry.

Distress in Cotton Farming

Moving on to contemporary realities,
Menon and Uzramma choose to focus on
the Vidarbha region of Maharashtra—
the epicentre of farmers’ suicides—to
investigate the agrarian distress con-
vulsing the Indian countryside. Their
comprehensive treatment of Vidarbha’s
agrarian crisis and the Bt cotton story
is useful to understand the current
situation. The authors point out that
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there is evidence that cotton farmers are
the most affected by the agrarian crisis
(p 102). The genesis of the problem in
the rain-fed suicide hotspots is high-
yielding, hybrid cotton, the spread of
which was followed by that of hybrid Bt
cotton, both of which require intensive
water ~and fertiliser inputs (p 94).

The authors provide a thorough survey
of various aspects of state policy on agri-
culture, especially in the post-liberalisa-
tion period, to establish that the Indian
government has indeed failed the farmer.
They also explore the journey of Bt cot-
ton in India in detail and the numerous
studies arguing for or against the Gm
crop. Their position on the acute polari-
sation in the Bt cotton debate is reasona-
ble and balanced, and does justice to the
complexity involved in gauging its im-
pacts. “Polarising the issue as being pro or
anti Bt cotton has got us nowhere,” write
the authors (p 221). At the same time,
they emphasise that the M seed comes
with an array of serious problems: stag-
nating productivity, new pests, resistant
bollworms, unsuitability for rain-fed
conditions, a loss of biodiversity, and a
vulnerable farming community faced
with increased expenditure (pp 257-58).

The profound distress in Indian agri-
culture can be blamed on a plethora of
complex and persistent issues. Political
scientist-turned-politician Yogendra Yaday,
who is deeply involved in farmer’s issues,
has elegantly framed the causes of the
crisis as “economic, ecological and exis-
tential.” It is relevant to observe that
Menon and Uzramma’s investigation of
the state of affairs in cotton farming
would have benefited from a more com-
prehensive treatment of its various en-
vironmental dimensiéns, though the
impact of pesticides is covered. For one,
the cancer crisis in the cotton-growing
Malwa belt of Punjab owing to high pes-
ticide usage does not find a mention. On
a similar note, the environmental cost
of industrial textile manufacture is also
not detailed in the book.

The Cotton Handloom Industry

A well-written chapter on “stories of
cotton weaving” (pp 268-95) discusses
the diversity of handloom traditions
across the country, including various

sari designs, which will interest the hand-
loom enthusiast and lay reader alike.
This chapter also informs us about some
of the important innovations and steps
in the manufacturing process. Uzram-
ma’s narrative of her involvement with
handloom weavers in Chinnur in Adilabad
district of Telangana, who wove cloth for
local consumption, also offers significant
insights. However, this chapter suffers
from several serious analytic and histori-
cal limitations. It does not engage with
the various dimensions of the handloom
industry in an analytic sense, nor does
it do justice to its post-independence
history. The historical narrative of the fate
of the handloom sector in independent
India is entirely missing, except for a
brief mention of the important national
textile policies of 1985 and 2000. Neither
the content nor the impact of either of
these policies is presented.

It is of relevance here that the limited
literature on the policy origins of the
troubles of the handloom sector has almost
exclusively focused on the impact of the
198s textile policy, which is an important
policy statement in the textile history of
independent India which emphasised
productivity. In turn, this policy neglected
the huge employment potential of the
handloom industry, which is mentioned
by the authors cursorily by way of a quote.
Crucially, the authors fail to address the
historical reality that this policy was, in
fact, a continuation and logical exten-
sion of the policy bias of the Nehruvian
state and its successors against the han-
dloom industry. The authors quote from
a journalistic report that policies, since
independence, recognised the employ-
ment potential of the handloom industry
and provided it adequate safeguards
from the mill and power loom sectors
(p 293). However, this interpretation does
not find support in the historical record.
The fact of the matter is that successive
governments of independent India en-
couraged and fully supported the pheno-
menal growth of the power loom sector,
which led to a massive displacement of
handloom weavers. Each job created in
the power loom sector displaces 14 han-
dloom weavers.

In fact, the policy bias against the hand-
loom sector began very early in independent
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India. " he critical 1954 Textile Enquiry
Commii ree chaired by Nityanand Kanungo
legitimised the power loom sector in
state pclicy and decisively pushed for its
explosive growth. The Kanungo report
advocat=d an almost complete shift from
handlooms to power looms, supposedly
to bene it the handloom weaver. Goveri-
ment sj.okespersons, including the then
Union Jinister for Commerce and Indue,.
try T 1 Krishnamachari, made several
referen =g in this period that the textile
policy « [ the country would take its cue
from th.: report. That such a policy would
entail .he extensive displacement of
handloom weavers was not a consider-
ation. | lowever, Menon and Uzramuma’s
volume neither mentions nor analyses
the Ka.ungo report, in addition to the
other irportant texiile policy statemernts
in the d- cades that followed.

Whil: the authors mention the tale-
over o handloom markets by power

loom f#lees, an exploration and analysis
of the :pectacular growth of the power
loor s« tor in independent India, which
is the 1nost significant development in
our tex le history since 1947, is missing
in the book. Independent researcher
Siddharih Joshi has analysed the growth
of pow:r looms in independent India.
According to him, while the orgauised
mill secror accounted for more than thiee-
quarter of cotton cloth produciicn in
1951-an: | the decentralised sector—which
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“was then constifuted almost e “lusively
by handlooms—produced the remain-
der, this distribution stood reversed by
the early 1980s. Since the mid-1960s,
alimost all of the increase in production
in the decentralised sector was provided
by power looms. This rapid mi shroom-
ing of power looms has dealt ‘e most
decisive blow fo the handloom :ector.

The penultimaie chapter of he book
i3 an engaging narrative alout the
Mallcha initiative, founded ail led by
Uzramma, which decentralisc s cotton
yarn production fo enable wesvers and
fextile workers to become aufonomous
parricipants in the economy. The Malkha
endeavour has crafted a blusprint to
address the yarn crisis which is at the
heart of today’s state of affaiis in the
handloom sector. Uzramma’s ¢/iapter on
Malicha helps us comprehend the > knotty
complexity and ever-present difficulties
i implementing a model of socially
equitable, environmentally su-rainable
and decentralised handloom te: tile pro-
duction in today’s world.

In their commentary and analysis
throughout the book, Menon and Uz-
ramma point to the colonial period as
the origin of the distress in cotton. While
the crisis in cotton farming and the han-
dloom industry today can indeed be
traced back to the colonial petiod, the
current situation is in large part also an
outcome of policy choices made in inde-
pendent India. This history of cotton in
independent India has largely been ne-
glected in the wider body of literature
on the topic. While the authors explore
this policy history after 1947 with regard
to cotton farming, the policy choices
made in independent India with regard
to the cotton textile industry, which led
to the phenomenal growth of power
looms in India, are not investigated. An
excessive focus on the colonial period
has skewed this history of Indian cotton
away from a study of the fundamental
transformations after 1947. Covering
this aspect would have made the book
more meaningful and complete. The
book would also have been helped by

careful copy-editing, given the numerous
typos and errors one encounters.

Decentralised Approach

At the heart of Menon and Uzramma’s
volume is their important normative
statement about
a decentralised approach towards the manu-
facture and weaving of cotton, in addition to
growing [indigenous] varieties that require
fewer inputs and reduce the cost of cultiva-
tion. (p 341)

They forcefully advocate this approach
to pull cotton weavers and farmers out
of their current predicament. While this
normative statement lends the book a
strong central thesis, a wider considera-
tion of other critical dimensions of the
cotton story would have provided a
more comprehensive understanding.

Neeta Deshpande (neetaritu@gmail.com) is
an independent writer based in Bengaluru.
She is currently working on the human

and environmental story of cotton in
contemporary India.

1 Th= Music of Nationhood
Dwjendralal Roy of Bengal
Saitani Gooptu
During his lifetime Dwijendralal Roy (1863-
19131 was one of Bengal's best known poet-
- musician-dramatists, and his lyrical songs and
| comi- poetry which captured the imagination
' ofth= people, were used in historical and social
. drarmas and satires of the period. His songs
i (called Dwijendra-geeti) combined Western
music styles with sophisticated lyrics in Bengali.
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Using Randomised Controlled Trials in Education, by aul Connolly, Andy
Biggart, Sarah Miller, Liam O’Hare and Allen Thurston, L.indon, BERA SAGE, 2017
£25.99 for paperback ISBN 978-1-4739-0283-1

The transformation in the education research funding landscay . that has occurred in the UK
and elsewhere over the last decade has extensive coverage i this Special Issue. Although
there has been a huge increase in the volume and quality of randomised experiments
operating in schools, the provision of methodological trainiiig for researchers outside of
the USA has not kept up with demand. The Education Endov/inent Foundation in England
has had to turn to American research organisations to supplerient its panel of evaluators to
keep up. A text suitable for postgraduate and more experienc-d researchers on how to run
randomised controlled trials (RCTs) in education is therefore no: before time. Indeed, the only
two relevant explanatory texts produced by English research. is available before this book
were the more general but essential ‘Designing Randomised 71ials in Health, Education and
the Social Sciences’ (Torgerson and Torgerson 2008) and t - briel ‘A quide to running
randomised controlled trials for educational researchers’ (Hutc iison and Styles 2010).

The book starts by devoting an entire chapter to the ongoii . controversies that surround
the use of RCTs in education and provides a balanced accoun: of these. In the introduction,
the authors make the point made elsewhere in this Specic! lssue ithat teachers, pupils,
parents and other key stakeholders seern to undersiand the  irness of randomisation and
routinely sign up to be part of an experiment. The landscap  of fashions and fads withii
which experimentation is called upon to provide robust evider « e is described well. The idea
that RCTs are linked with a neo-liberal audit culture is challeng:d, jusi as it is also challenged
indirectly by the observation within this Special Issue that gov mments of diiferent political
persuasions have initiated experimentation in schools. Furthe:more, the authors cover the
paradigm war between positivism and interpretivism in a refrc <hing way, expliciily deburik-
ing the notion of a hierarchy of evidence where RCTs sit at the top, and ending with a pitch
for RCTs being compatible with critical realism.

The book then goes on to cover all the essential features o eclurauon RCTs starting with
the importance of logic models. The three pages on the sel ction of outcome measures,
whilst setting the scene well, acknowledge that psychometric i 1eory concerning validity and
reliability are beyond the scope of the book. This area still nec is development in education
trials: the ability of research teams to select or develop valid an | reliable measures. A chapier
on research designs jncludes a useful section on determining ample size and gives way to
the highlight of the book. Two lengthy chapters on the funda: ientals of analysing RCT daia
provide a level of clarity and explanation that is unprecedeni I in a text of ihis type. They
navigate the often-unchartered territory between statistical jus iication and interpretation i
a way that will help any experimental researcher who intends t. embark on the analysis of an
education RCT. The book concludes with a useful chapter on t1.e reporting and synthesis of
RCT results. The inclusion of synthesis here is important as the resulis of any education RCT
need to be reported in such a way that a meta-analyst can u: - them. Reading this chapter
will help researchers to include the necessary resulis and para neters in their repori; impor-
tant points too for replicability of their research.
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Ihe bool is therefore aii ideal introduction 1o the method for researchers, teachers and
educationalisis. 1t embrace ongoing criticism of RCTs, demystifies the fundamentals of
design and analysis and clifies reporting requirements. It does this in a way that will be
attractive to anyone observing the rise of this method from the sidelines or for those already
fully commitied to it and fo ling a moral imperative to test new programmes- rigorously.
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MaHEsH RANGARAIAN and K. SIVARAMAKRISHNAN, eds, Shifting Ground.: People,
Animals and Mobility in India’s Environmental Hisiory, New Delhi: Oxford
University Press, 2014, 310 pp.; and MAHESH RANGAR~JAN, Naiure and Nation:
Essays on Environmental History, Ranikhet: Permanent Black in association
with Ashoka University, 2015, 346 pp. ‘

DOL: 10.11/7/0019464618782216

In the era where interdisciplinary studies have become ihe norm of the day, it is
perplexing to note the growing reinforcement of disciplinaiy boundaries in publica-
tions in India; there are a few welcome exceptions like the hooks under review here.
A cursory glance at the contents of the two volumes draves the attention of readers
to the importance of interdisciplinary research when it ¢ vmes to issues of nature
and nature—society interactions and contemporary poliiics. Rangarajan’s Nature
and Nation showcases the significance of longue durée in the world of “instant
coffee’ and irrelevance of temporal categorisations in st dies of the environment.
The inherent variability of nature makes its study more - nd more complex, often
defying any easy location within a particular discipline. 11 e complexity of huran--
nature interaction, especially in India, may in part be due to the fact that ‘fadia
has over 25,000 species of flowering plants, 500 speciec of mamimals, and 1,200
species of birds in about 2 per cent of the world’s land ares (Shijting Ground, p. 11).

Acknowledging the interdisciplinary nature of environ neatal history and there-
fore necessity of interactions with other disciplines, Rangarajan noies, ‘inevitably,
as one’s horizons broaden, the ground surveyed grows |-ss familiar, the trails all
seems strange and to whom can one turn but those who Iow the way—and know
it far better than I ever can?” (Nature and Nation, p. xi). Li is difficult to define and
restrict the list of disciplines engaged with issues of enviro:ment and environmenial
history. What is equally important is to recognise that hiiman ingenuity has been
relentless in identifying the economic value of even the most mundane compo-
nent of nature. Once economic value of any component o f nature becaine visible,
exploitation, contestation and conflict were immineni senerally, uncontrolled
exploitation of resources resulted in unexpected and/o vawarranted, changes in
the profile of the region at both the micro- and macro-le v slg.

Socio-religious practices also played an important role (1) determining the pattern
of human-nature interactions and their negotiations, but 1 hese cannot be insulated
from the inherently dynamic character of nature. Similarly, (evelopimenis in ‘modern
science’ over the last couple of centuries have provided comprehensive undei-
standing of nature and natural processes, but their locatio: in the politics of empire
and nation-building is critical in understanding the ‘politi s of development’ iiself.
Such an expanding, nuanced domain of environmental history has been very aptly
captured in the diversity of themes addressed in both the volumes under review.

Edited by Rangarajan and Sivaramakrishnan, the collecion of articles in Shifting
Ground break through rigid disciplinarian and historiogi shic divisions. Kathleer

The Indian Fconomic and Social History Revi=w, 55, {(2018): 439461
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Morrison challenges the standard environmental trz)pe of a harmonious relation-
ship between past socicfies and nature. Shibani Bose explores the ‘margins’ by
moving away from an ~ccount of the ‘awesome felines’ to the great one-horned
rhino cast in the larger coniext of changing access to landscapes and waterscapes
negotiated not just with humans but with a more extensive flora and fauna as well.
The modern fallacy of i cducing human interaction with the natural world to cattle,
horses, elephanis and “vild beasts’ in the zoo is lucidly challenged in the articles of
Divyabhanusinh, Julie I Hughes and Biian P. Caton. By reducing human interac-
fiong with a few select nimals, a very imporiant part of our human past is lost,
and ahistorical relation:hips grafted with the natural world. This theme has been
valuably developed by ladhika Govindrajan in her study of animal sacrifice in
Himalayas. A rampant ‘culiural nationalism’ has so appropriated our cultural heri-
fage that nnanced inferventions such as Govindrajan’s are really the need of the day.

The nine essays and long introduction in Nature and Nation written between
1998 and 2017 dwell vpon the ever-increasing conflict between requirements of
conservation, the consuinption needs of the human population and the role of
the colonial and postcotonial state. British colonial notions of territoriality often
visible in the conflicting claims by forest and revenue departments continued
well inio independent India. Although ‘modern’ management practices of natural
resources in general and forests and water were fraught with contradictions,
ihe sections on the maiping remained the ultimate victims. The third section of
Naiure and Nation exicnds the investigations on forests and examines concerns
tor wildlife and its futui e in the emerging nation.

Although our intelleciual elite often see democratic governance as a protector
of the natural world, the v ignore the dictates of pragmatic governance and its toll
on nature. Although a ninning thread through Rangarajan’s assessment of colonial
and postcolonial enviroiinental issues concerns contemporary political discourse
and capitalist exploitation, his essays remain circumspect, rarely developing and
addressing the issue head-on. Merely reflecting on the politics without explicitly
contextualising its locaiton in the larger political economy of the world chips away
from the full significanc e of his contributions. It is equally important to explore
ihe contradictory aspiraiions of the citizens of independent India; reducing them
to spectators or recipienis of the policies of the ruling class undermines the histori-
cal agency possessed by both people and nature. Despite its many contributions,
Naiure and Naiion does 1ot sufficiently challenge the dominant faith in democratic
povernance and the statc as owner and, therefore, the provider of resources.

There is no gainsayiny: the fact that significant writings on environmental history
find it difficult even focly to secure a place in the ‘essential readings’ in biblio-
graphies on the history of a nation or even a region. We will find them, for the most
pait, in the section on ‘sipggested readings’ only. Reflecting on this state of affairs,
Rangarajan and Sivaraniakrisnan point out that
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Despite the major insights that existing scholar: hip has delivered. .., it is still
necessary to promote more sustained and engaged dialogue that stmddleu
different eras..., all the more so because many historians and ¢ sociologists of
modern India often view the past as a kind of tabu /.1 rasa. (Shifting Ground, p.7)

It is not merely an inability to contextualise naturc and environmental conceris
in human experience that is a problem, the issue coicerns the myopia of inherited
disciplinary boundaries where the tools and methodologies of oiher disciplines
appear alien. Not deterred by prevalent lack of app: cciation at a general level, the
domain of environmental research is getiing larger 2nd interdisciplinary research
is flourishing, even if it is sporadic and within the domain of select institutions.
It is in this context that we need to appreciate both the -5 volumes and iheir collection
of essays which lucidly enunciate different dimens ons of the debates occupying
contemporary environmental discourse. Despite the tact that a few of thege articles
were written for a specialist audience, such effort: are salutary. They siress the

ever-growing requirements of rnapping the shifiing ;s round(s) of nature aud nation.

Miayanle Kuinar
Satyawati Colleg - (Evening), Delhi University

TIRTHANKAR Roy and ANAND V. Swamy, Law and i) - Liconomy in Colonial India,
Chicago, IL: University of Chicago Press, 2016 56 pp.

DOI: ‘) 1M77/0019464618782

Along with the railways, the rule of law is ofien cit d as one of the ¢ gifts” that the
British Empire bestowed upon India. However, the !~ 2al syctem inherited from ihe
British Raj is far from an unmixed blessing. If the: - is a “rule of law’ in twenty-
first century India, it is a rule by attrition and frustra ion. In Law and the F. conomy
in Colonial India, Tirthankar Roy and Anand Swaiy set out to evaluate whether
the colonial legacy can be held responsible for the otoriously curmbersome legal
system that entangles commercial flows in the subc sntinent today.

The scholarship here is sifuated within the field o' ew Institutional Economiics,
which has engaged substantively with the long-run « onomic impacts of colonial-
ism and colonial legal systems in particular. Roy «1d Swamy, quite righily, find
the influential dichotomies of settler versus extract: ve colonialisma or civil versus
common law to be overly simplistic in explaining ihe Indian case. Instead, they
argue that the colonial legal system incorporated all of these different characteris-
tics and as importantly, it evolved over time and in 1 action to political exi gencies.
The book persuasively demonstrates how a conting -nt and scaitershot process of
legislation produced overlapping legal codes that impeded rather than fostered
economic growth.

The Indian Economic and Social Histo v Review, 55, 3 (2018): 439-461




/7 UCH has been writ-

1 ten about develop-
ment and its inequalities.
One only has to travel
through Indian cities or
visit rural India to have it
stare one in the face.
Poverty and inequality are
prevalent and part of the
everyday reality that one
negotiates, often without
even batting an eyelid. A
History of Adivasi Women
n Post-Independence
Lastern India: The Mar-
gins of the Marginals tells
the story of one of India’s
most marginalised social
groups.

Whether the author,
Debasree De, is correct or
not in pointing out that
little has been written
about Adivasi women, her
book provides important
insights into how develop-
ment has impacted them
in that part of the country.

The story of Adivasi
dispossession in the colo-
nial and  postecolonial
period, often in the name
of development and the
greater public good, is
fairly well known. Adivasi
women are doubly “disad-
vantaged” as Adivasis and
as women. They bear not
only the brunt of develop-
ment’s violence but also
the adverse impact of that

. rates

jobs  and

on gender relations. By
drawing on short case
studies from across West
Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand
and Odisha, Debasree De
offers glimpses of the haz-
ardous work conditions
that Adivasi women face as
the project of development
steamrolls ahead. She nar-
how the Oraon,
Munda and Santhal wo-
men who work in tea es-
tates in West Bengal were
hit by the crisis in the tea
industry in the early
2000s, many losing their
dying  of
starvation.

She also details the ex-
ploitative conditions of
Adivasi labour in the brick
and construction indus-

12, BY AJIT MENON

A History of Adivasi
Women in Post-
Independence
Eastern India

The Margins of the
Marginals

By Debasree De
Sage Publications,
New Detlhi

Pages: 293

Price: Rs.995

tries of Bihar and the min-
ing industries of
Jharkhand and Odisha.
Many ofthese stories of de-
velopment and disposses-
sion, notably those of the
industrial town of
Kalinganagar, and POSCO
and Vedanta, all in Odisha,
are familiar, but what De-
basree De does well is illus-
trate how such examples
are ubiquitous across the
landscape.

Her analysis of the
political economy of devel-
opment must be seen in
the context of what was
promised.
Nehru’s panchsheel, or five
principles, spoke about the
need for people to develop
according to their own

Jawaharlal

genius and for develop-
ment not to be imposed. It
also spoke of respecting
Adivasi rights to forests
and land. The reality is a
far cry from this: Adivasi
land alienation has been
the order of the day and
relocation and rehabilita-
tion an almost complete
failure. Forest-based liveli-
hoods have been under-
mined with increasing
state control over forests
and common agricultural
practices such as shifting
cultivation have been
made illegal. While the
Scheduled Tribes and
Other Forest Dwellers
(Rights to Forest) Act,
2006, goes some way in re-
dressing land alienation,
implementation has been
slow in many States.
What comes across
from Debasree De’s nar-
rative is that the state has
tried but failed to cushion
the impact of this dispos-
session. On the one hand,
the state does not want to
stymie capital accumula-
tion; on the other, it is
aware that it must cater to
the needs of all its citizens.
The vast bureaucratic ma-
chinery for tribal develop-
ment in the country is
testimony to the latter, as

are government schemes -

such as the Integrated
Rural Development Pro-
gramme and programmes
targeted at women such as
the Mahila  Samridhi
Yojana, which have had a
fairly large presence in
Adivasi areas.

Tribal  development
can be seen, therefore, as a
form of governmentality
that seeks to create new
subjects who on paper are
increasingly provided for
by the state but more im-

FRONTLINE - OCTOBER 26

, 2018

90

o A e o

|




portantly perhaps do not
get in the way of the devel-
opment juggernaut. In
practice, it is questionable
as to whether the state has
actually provided ad-
equate welfare.

Debasree De illustrates
how tribal development
agencies established
throughout the Adivasi
belt of eastern India have
to a large extent been dys-
functional. She also de-
picts how the National
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Scheme and the In-
dira Awaas Yojana
amongst other schemes
have not delivered, open-
ing up the playing field for
non-governmental organ-
isations, which must now
do what the state cannot.
She points out that pro-
gressive land-related laws
such as the Chhota Nagpur
Tenancy Act, 1908, and the
Santhal Pargana Tenancy
Act, 1876, have been
watered down to take away
agricultural land for in-
dustrial and commercial
purposes.

Debasree De is careful
not to essentialise either
Adivasis or Adivasi women
while capturing the viol-
ence of development. She
illustrates the huge di-
versity of Adivasi com-
munities—differences in
the realm of culture (folk
traditions, crafts, marriage
ceremonies, etc.) and eco-
nomy (settled agriculture
versus minor forest pro-

duce-based).

GENDER RELATIONS

She also does not hesitate
to point out that gender re-
lations in Adivasi com-

munities should not be.

romanticised. While it is
true that many Adivasi
communities have a bride
price instead of dowry and
that the ghotul (youth

g

MANOB CHOWDHURY

ti o oL protesting against the dilution of the

Chhota Nagpur Tenancy Act and the Santhal Pargana
Tenancy Act, in Ranchi, Jharkhand, in October 2016.

dormitory) is a common
institution that improves
gender relations at a young
age, Debasree De suggests
that Adivasi women are of-
ten denied inheritance, es-
pecially  of  property.
Having said this, she reit-
erates that development is
the main culprit in the
worsening plight of wo-
men and the increasing
objectification and com-
mercialisation of the Adi-
vasi woman’s body.

While much of the
book’s focus is on “the dis-
cursive and material con-
texts that have historically
produced tribal women as
victimised, invisible and
mute” (page xiv), the au-
thor also alludes to how
Adivasi women have been
central to Adivasi
struggles: be it the Bhutia
women in the Chipko
movement or the Dhulia
and Santhal women in the
fight against land aliena-
tion in Maharashtra and
Jharkhand respectively or
Adivasi women more gen-
erally in armed resistance
to the Indian state.

Moreover, the every-
day stories that Debasree
De narrates of women
working in mines, tea es-
tates and construction
sites are testimony to the
resilience of women under
extremely adverse circum-
stances. One cannot help

wonder, however, despite.

the strength and persever-
ance of Adivasi women,
whether their struggles,
everyday and long-term,

can roll back the develop-

ment that continues to
marginalise them and have
an adverse impact on
gender relations within
their communities. Debas-
ree De suggests the same in
her chapter on cultural si-
lencing, making the case
that Adivasi voices to a
large extent have been
drowned out in the process
of development.

This book is worth
reading if only to get a
glimpse of the other side of
development. To be hon-
est, if one is looking for a
positive spin on things, one
will not find it in this book.
My own feeling is that one

must take cognisance of
what is happening in the
nooks and crannies of In-
dia that rarely catch the
eye. One must also under-
stand how the Indian eco-
nomy is able to grow at 7
per cent and at whose ex-
pense that happens. These
are fundamental questions
about development that
continue to haunt one and
for which struggle seems
the only option.

Is it'possible to provide
basic health and good edu-
cation to Adivasi com-
munities without
displacing them and mal-
ing them footloose labour?
Neither Debasree De nor I
for that matter would sug-
gest that Adivasis are not
interested in improve-
ments to their lives, but
surely it should be on their
terms.

Although the story told
is important, it is not al-
ways reader friendly. At
times the book is too labor-
ious. It has a somewhat
long-winded conceptual
discussion around what it
means to be Adivasi, the
difference between terms
such as Adivasi and tribal,
and how gender must be
understood in the context
of development. Import-
ant as these concerns are,
they detract from the story
the author wants to tell.
Moreover, the anecdotal
case study approach the
author has taken, while re-
vealing, only touches the
surface of issues that re-
quire much more detailed
enquiry. If one is to come
to terms with the violence
that development often
brings, it is necessary to
document much more sys-
tematically how it oper-
ates. ]
Ajit Menon is a professor
at the Madras Institute of
Development Studies.
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GANDHI’S TRUTH: On the Origin of Militant

Nonviolence by Erik H. Erikson, W.W. Norton,
New York, 1969.

INa ‘letter’addressed to the dead Gandhi and included
inthe book, Erikson explains the purpose hisbook. ‘My
task in this book,” he writes, ‘is to confront the spiritual
truth as you have formulated and lived it with the psy-
chological truth which I have learned and practised.
This truth, I believe, must supplement your work as it
spreads, in many unforeseen ways, beyond India and
into the future. To do this, Twill firstapply clinical insights
to your work, then compare your kind of insightto ours
— a task which I can complete only at the end of the
book.” Beyond a clinical study, the book is an attempt
at rearticulation in secular language of the lessons of
Gandhi’s experiments with truth.

Erikson is Freud’s messenger to Gandhi. An
original contribution ofhis work is the occasional jux-
taposition ofevents from Freud’s life, as told by him in
Interpretation of Dreams, with those of Gandhi’s life
as narrated in the autobiographical writings and sup-
plemented by research conducted by Erikson in India,
particularly Ahmedabad. Less original but clearly more
successful is the author’s reconstruction of Gandhi’s
early life, from childhood to middle age. This takes us
to whathe considers the culminating event of Gandhi’s
political life—his leadership of the Ahmedabad textile
workers’ strike in March, 1918. Gandhi was then in his
forty-ninth year. What intrigued Erikson was that the
strike, which he terms ‘the Event’, is played down in
Gandhi’s autobiographical writings as in those of his
biographers. A conviction took shape gradually in

* From Seminar 122; *Gandhi’, October 1969, pp. 34-39.

Erikson’s mind that ‘what was described b him (Gan-
dhi) and by some biographers as a mere epsode in his
life — and in Indian history — was, in fact, an event of
vital importance in his advent as a nationa! leader and
asthe originator of militant non-violence.’

The psychoanalyst sensed that the Fvent was a
traumatic experience repressed by Gandii and the
others involved in it, for a certain emb:rrassment
seems to govern later accounts — as thougli the Event
itself had not proved quite worthy of the I/lahatma’s
subsequent career. Records of the day-to-d«y progress
of the strike seem mostly to have been lost. For these
very reasons unravelling the Event may be a key to
understanding Gandhi’s later public life and elabora-
tion of satyagraha. )

“Theyear 1918, important in Gandhi ¢ lifeand in
Indian history, was also the year of massive riechanized
slaughter on the (battle) frontin France, the year when

empires collapsed and new world alliainces were’

formed, the year of Wilson and above all o f Lenin.” It
was a psycho-historical conjuncture which shaped
social and political patterns (or traumata) that dominate
our lives to this day. Erikson seems to assume that an
important source of our present afflictions as well as
oftheir cure is to be found by returning to that period of
time in the closing year of the First World ‘/ar ‘“when
historical actuality had quickened to arare incensity and
pace’(61). There is a hint in Erikson’s writng that the
political problems which the leaders who cathered in
Versailles failed to meet, and probably asgravated,
might be resolved by methods that Gandh: was deve-
loping ataboutthe same time in Ahmedabacd
Tohistory, asto analysis of personality develop-
ment, Erikson applies the psychoanalytical method to
traumatology. As he explains, “The psychiziric origins
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of our apiroach have trained us to think in trauma-
tological i=ris, that is, to discern not only origins but
traumatic ones at that—trauma meaning an experience
characterized by impressions so sudden, or so power-
ful, orstrange that they cannotbe assimilated at the time
and, there fore, persist stage to stage as a foreign body
seeking outlet or absorption and imposing on all deve-
lopment 2 certain irritation causing stereotype and
repetitiveness’ (98). We may expect then that psycho-
analytical historiography (‘psychohistory’ as Erikson
terms it) vould analyse the interrelation of social and

* historic “iraumata’ and the psychological ones. There

areonly hints of this more complex analysis in Erikson’s
book, as v henhe writes that “with all hismood swings
and confezsions, Mahatma Gandhi could, foramoment,
in history, make his inner voice consonant with the trend
ofhumaii history and evolution’ (401).

The trauma that Gandhi sought to overcome
throughout his life, according to Erikson, was com-
pounded of two encounters with his father. The first
was whein young Gandhi confessed to his father that
he had stolen some gold from his brother’s armband to
pay for ‘21 small debt of the latter.” Gandhi wrote out
the confrssion in the form ofaletter in which ‘notonly
didIconfessmy guilt, butTasked adequate punishment
forit, and closed with arequest to him notto punish him-
selfformy offence. Ialso pledged myselfnever to steal
infuture. The father, as Gandhirecalled, ‘read itthrough
and pear| drops trickled down his cheeks, wetting the
paper. For amoment he closed his eyes in thought and
then tore up the note. He had sat up to read it. He again
lay down Talsocried.Icould seemy father’sagony. If
I were a painter, I could draw a picture of the whole
scene tocday. This encounter, as Erikson sees it, ‘has
a certain typical ring — a resonance with the lives of
otherlealingindividuals with a premature conscience
developrentand an early assumption of moral respon-
sibility foraparent—aresponsibility which they subse-
quently = xtended to mankind itself” (125).

There were echoes of this eventin Gandhi’s later
life, as when he dreamt that his son had stolen some-
thing. This could mean not the fear that his sons might
bethieves (as Erikson interprets it) buthis yearning that
they would be as frank and open with him as he was
with his {ather. Gandhi repeatedly implored his children
to open 1p tohim. To his eldest son he wrote: ‘If you
cannot cive vent to your feelings before me, before
whom else canyoudo so? Ishall be atrue friend to you.
What would it matter if there could be any difference
ofopinion between us about any scheme of yours? We
shallhaveaquiettalk. The final decision will rest with
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you.” Undoubtedly, Gandhi was disappointed that
none ofhis sons confided in him.

Amore haunting encounter between Gandhi and
his father occurred when the latter lay on his death bed.
Gandhi was nursing him but left for a while to spend
time with his pregnant wife. Where he returned, the
father was dead. To have forsaken the father at the
moment of his death in order to spend time with his
wife turned into a blot on his life which Gandhi was
‘never...able to efface or forget.” Erikson compares
this blot ‘in Gandhi’s life (to) what following Kierke-
gaard I have come to call “the curse” in the lives of
spiritual innovators with a similarly precocious and
relentless conscience’ (128).

The central problem of Gandhi’s moral self may
thus be formulated in Erikson’s language as follows:
“This curse, clinical theory would suggest, must be heir
to the Oedipus conflict. In Gandhi’s case the “feminine™
service to his father would have served to deny the boy-
ish wish to replace the (aging) father in the possession
of the (young) mother and the youthful intention to
outdo him as a leader in later life. Thus, the pattern
would be set for a style of leadership which can defeat
a superior adversary only non-violently and with the
express intent of saving him as well as those whom he
oppressed...The question is...why certain men of
genius can do no less than take upon themselves an
evolutionary curse shared by all, and why other men
will be only too eager to ascribe to such a man a god-
given greatness surpassing thatotfall others’ (12).

Erikson adds: ‘But I believe that just because
Mohandas [Gandhi] was early (if only darkly) aware
of the unlimited horizon ofhis aspiration, his failure to
preside mercifully over his father’s death and thus to
receive a lasting sanction for his superior gifts was,
indeed, the curse ofhis life. But this, as we saw, is (typi-
cally) a shared curse, for if “carnal weakness” was to
blame, it was the father’s weakness which had become
theson’s.’ That this was the central trauma of Gandhi’s
life or, in psychoanalytical terminology, the ‘ontogenetic
version ofhis childhood curse. .. the theme of nursing a
stricken (and ambivalently loved) superior adversary
reappears in Gandhi’s later life both literally and sym-
bolically... One would not wish to overdo the parallel,
but it is thought-provoking that in Freud’s reported
dreams the conviction of having been of medical
assistance to his dying father looms large as a dream-
wish counteracting his medical ambitions’ (130).

The difference between neurotic ‘repetition com-
pulsion’ of childhood trauma in ordinary patients and
‘creative re-enactment of a curse’ is that in the latter
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remen Addy has wiitten a
| well-researched book on Ti-
. betandits changing fortunes
in Central Asia, lying at the
i intersection of competing
ambitions of the British empire in India,
the Russian empire in Central Asia and
the fading power of the Mancliu empire
in China. The story unfolds over the 19th
and 20th centuries, calminating in the
occupation of Tibet in 1950 by China,
asserting absolute sovereignty over a
country that had survived—in relative
independence—in its vast and forbid-
ding geography through political ambi-
guities about its status. The persistent
fiction of Chinese suzerainty over Tibet,
avague and elastic term, would never
have been sufficient to sustain Tibet’s
autonomy whenever the Chinese power
was in a position to extinguish it. China
had always rejected the notion of suzer-
ainty as diminishing its untrammelled
jurisdiction over territories claimed as
part of its historic empires. This was the
case with Chinese Turkistan and later in
Tibet. And it is evident more 1=cently in
the South China Sea.

The writer produces a wealth of
documentary material to expose the
different perspectives on the T ibet issue
between those charged with safeguard-
ing Britain’s worldwide empire and those
primarily concerned with the interests of
its Indian empire. The latter recognised
that “itis the Tibetan plateau. not the
Himalayas which forms the real north-
ern frontier of India” and, therefore,
looked favourably on Tibet’s emergence
as an independent entity friendly to,
and supported by, India. However, for
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London, the policy towards Tibet had to
be aligned with its European and global
compulsions. The myth of Chinese
suzerainty over Tibet was maintained
because China was viewed as “a possible
ally against Russian expansionism and
it was because of this that London had
put a brake on the Indian government”.
Later, when Britain and Russia became
allies in 1907, Britain was loath to tak-
ing any action in Tibet that might raise
Russian suspicions. The author also
presents evidence of the US taking on an
early role as a self-appointed guardian to
China, upholding its claims over Tibet as
inherited from the Manchu empire.

The book draws a parallel between
the evolution of Outer Mongolia as
an independent state under Russian
tutelage and what could have been a
similar process of Tibet emerging as ju-
ridically independent under the British
aegis. Both Mongolia and Tibet were
territories recognised as being under
Chinese suzerainty, but the Russians
ensured that China had to eventually
recognise the Mongolian Republic as an
independent entity. The Russians had
even proposed to Britain that in return
for the latter recognising a Russian
sphere of influence in Mongolia they

It is the Tibetan
plateau, not the
Himalayas, which
forms the real
northern frontier
of India

TIBET: PAWN ANDBIVOT
OF THE GREAT GAME

PREMEN ADDY

TIBET: Pawn and
Pivot of the
Great Game

By Premen Addy
Academic Publishers
3798; 380 pages

would accept British primacy in Tibet.
But this offer was not accepted even -
though the Russians were able to get
Japanese acquiescence to Mongolian
independence in return for recognising
Japanese interests in Manchuria.

Despite their weakened state, suc-
cessor republican regimes in China
continued to lay claim over territories
which, according to them, had paid
tribute to the Manchu empire. These
included Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan and Sik-
kim. This finally convinced the British
to seek a defined border between Tibet
and the territories south of the Hima-
layas. The result was the McMahon
Line drawn up at the Simla Conference
in 1914 where China, Tibet and the
British were represented. The Chinese
representative initialled the agreement,
but later repudiated it, thus sowing the
seeds of the border dispute between
India and China.

The author has drawn attention to
the events leading up to India acqui-
escing in Chinese occupation of Tibet
in 1950. The implications of Chinese
control over Tibet were well understood
by the leaders of independent India and
its diplomats. In a 1948 report, K.M.
Panikkar, who later served as India’s
ambassador to Mao’s China, argued
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Himalayan Borderlands and
India-China Relations

PAUL MCGARR

he contested Himalayan border
between India and the People’s
Republic of China (prc) has acted
as a catalyst for one military confronta-
tion between Asia’s two largest states, in
late 1962, and threatened many more.
Over the years, commentators have
repeatedly speculated that a settlement
of the long and enervating border dispute
is most likely to emerge from official
recognition by both sides of the de facto
territorial frontier.

Such a pragmatic accornmodation has,
however, proved elusive. Indeed, in many
respects India and China have more reason
than ever to maintain their respective,
and conflicting, cartographic claims. The

abundant natural resources in India’s

north-eastern border state of Arunachal
Pradesh, part of which China claims as
“South Tibet,” represent a valuable com-
modity to the booming economies of both
countries. Moreover, as Indian and Chinese
consumption increases apace, growing
water shortages have seen New Delhi and
Beijing covet the considerable hydraulic
resources in the Himalayas. All of which
makes Bérénice Guyot-Réchard’s inno-
vative and compelling examination of the
history of Sino-Indian border friction
both timely and important.

In Shadow States, Guyét—Réchard inter-
rogates Sino-Indian rivalry from the
perspective of state building, More parti-
cularly, emphasis is placed upon the
attempts made by Indian and Chinese
administrations to secure the loyalty and
win the support of people straddling the
Himalayan borderlands. The book argues
that over the course of the 20th-century,
as India and China sought to expand and
consolidate state power in the Himalayas,
the region’s strong tradition of autonomy,
and its nebulous border, fostered Sino—
Indian competition. In effect, absent any
sense of fidelity to New Delhi or Beijing,
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Shadow States: India, China and the Himalayas,
1916-62 by Bérénice Guyot-Réchard, Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 2017; pp 321, Z550.

inhabitants of the borderlands were
well-positioned to assess, and potentially
to select, between alternative states. The
distinct physical; and human geography
of the region, Guyot-Réchard asserts,
prompted India and China to become
each other’s “shadow states.”

Established Narratives

At its heart, Shadow States sets out a case
for interpreting competing approaches
to nation building in the Himalayas as a
necessary adjunct to any comprehensive
understanding of Sino-Indian enmity.
Existing studies of India’s territorial
quarrel with China are framed predomi-
nantly in terms of geopolitics, or approach
the question in terms of national security,
regional power projection, domestic
politics, and national prestige. Guyot—
Réchard breaks valuable new ground by
tracing the processes and consequences
of state making at a local level in the
Himalayas. Ranging over the period
between 1910 and 1962, the impact of
Indian and Chinese policymaking on the
borderland populations is considered from
an early imperial genesis and through
numerous postcolonial incarnations.
Under the pressure imposed by two
expanding and competing states, the
fears and hopes, and the accommoda-
tions made and benefits accrued by tribal
groups, on both sides of the disputed
border, are sketched out in forensic detail.
Shadow States moves debates surrounding
the roots of Sino-Indian tension beyond
naked power politics or crude carto-
graphic claims, and illuminates “the fact
that India and the prc both seek to
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consolidaie their presence in the regions
east of bhutan by achieving exclusive
authority and legitimacy over the local
people” (1 3). By highlighting the agency
exercised by Himalayan populations in
shaping _ino-Indian relations and, by
extensior the elided influence of border
peoples across the globe in state formation
and foregn relations, Guyot-Réchard
makes a seminal contribution not only
to South “sian studies but also to wider
internaticnal history.

Moreover, Shadow States offers a salient
corrective to established narratives on
the origin: of the Sino-Indian border war
of 1962 and its legacies. The book con-
cedes that in purely military terms, or
when viewed from a strictly territorial
standpoii , China emerged triumphart
from its lash with India. Yet, in ques-
tioning the extent to which the People’s
Republic has subsequently elected to
“forget” o ignore the border war, Guyoi—
Réchard :uggests that Beijing may have
come to iterpret the results of its mili-
tary entanglement with New Delhi ag
somewha bittersweet. It is pointed out
that the i order war did not produce a
workable (nodus vivendi beiween China
and Indiz It did not induce Himalayan
inhabitan s to seek Chinese sovereigiity
and support, quite the opposite. Resist-
ance to Chinese rule in Tibet continued
unbated. 111 short, when surveyed froni a
different :ngle, China’s victory appears
less absoliice and more contingent.

The bool’s efforts to recalibrate
orthodox =pproaches to the border war
is welcori2, although the qualificarion
applied tc Chinese successes and Indian
failures i1 1962 does underplay sore
importani points. The impact of nation-
al politicc on the border war is rather
glossed over. In this area it is hard to
conclude :hat the Chinese Communist
Party’s leadership did not derive any-
thing other than substantial benefit
from the clash with India, while the
Congress party and Nehru, above all,
were seve.zly weakened. Likewise, the
broader jiopaganda and information
battle that the war spawned across tle
developin: world largely redounded io
India’s dis:dvantage.
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Siill, in more local terms, Guyot—
Réchard is surely correct in raintaining
that once the border fighting h stopped,
India fared much beiter than one might
have expected in securing the allegiance
of populations on both sides of the line
of control. Paradoxically, bit entirely
convincingly, this outcome 15 ascribed
not to the power or efficiency of the Indian
state vis-a-vis China, but to pi=cisely the
opposite. The performative Jimension
of the border war, the boo« submits,
demonstrated to “the people living on either
side of the McMahon Line ... |the] story
... of China’s greater capacity and poten-
fial, and of India’s correspon-ling weak-
ness” (p 240). It was the Inclian state’s
appearance of vulnerability, above all,
that made it more aitractive -0 Himala-
yan peoples seeking to retair “agency in
accepting or manipulating vhen, how,
and how far state penetratior could go”
(0 249). Or, in other words, rhe image
and substance of efficiency nd power

projected by China was too convincing
and intimidating for its own good.

It is a little churlish to expect more
from such an enterprising and compel-
ling study of Sino-Indian interaction,
but critical engagement with any worlk of
scholarship demands some reflection on
issues of emphasis and omission. Shadow
States draws upon an impressive array of
Indian archival sources, at mnational,
state and local levels. The coverage of
Chinese sources, which, in fairness, are
far less accessible, is much more limited.
There are a wide range of Chinese
published primary sources and newspa-
per records, however, which could have
been consulted, and that would have
addressed some imbalance in the narra-
tive. In essence, we learn an awful lot
that is new and intriguing about the
Indian side of the border issue. The
Chinese vantage point, in contrast,
remains largely opaque and subject to
inference and conjecture.

State Policy and Adivasi Resistance
in Contemporary India

INDRA MUNSHI

s its title suggests, the book uses
\ the nomenclature First Citizen,
%ain preference to terme like Tribal,
Adivasi, Scheduled Tribe (s1) or Indige-
nous People for a nuumber of res sons. In the
introduction, Meena Radhakri-hna, editor
of the volume, explicates the historical-
political context of each of tlese terms,
from colonial to contemporar, on global
but especially the Indian scer~. Bringing
together discussions among ¢olonial and
postcolonial administrators, @ 1thropolo-
Zists, sociologists, and political activists
concerned with Adivasi cormmunities,
she argues in favour of usin: the term
which is somewhat new in the discourse
on Adivasis. Radhakrishna ol'serves,

wes

first citizen” derives from the
understanding that all such communities,
including in India, are amongsi the world’s
first, original people, and so b definition,
the world’s first citizens. Terms like “tribe,”

The phrase
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First Citizens: Studies on Adivasis, Tribals, and
Indigenous Peoples in India edited by Meena
Radhakrishna, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016;
Pix+444,3995.

“adivasi,” and “indigenous” have genealogies
which arise from specific historical-political
Indian contexts. (p 2)

However, as the studies in the volume
show; these communities may prefer
one term over another, for different cul-
tural or political reasons, to best identify
themselves at any particular time. Of
course, they are neither uncontested
nor unchanging.

The volume brings together studies by
well-known scholars, and scholar activists
seriously engaged' with questions of
Adivasi identity, livelihood, right to res-
ources, gender issues, impact of “develop-
ment,” state action and growing discon-
tent and its articulation among them.

Still, the fact that Guyot—Réchard’s
authoritative and timely examination of
competitive state building on the part of
India and China illuminates important
directions for further scholarship, merely
underscores its significance and path-
breaking originality. Shadow States is cer-
tain to become an indispensable work of
reference for academics and a general
readership interested in efforts undertaken
by New Delhi and Beijing to win the hearts
and minds of the Himalayan peoples. In
recovering and reimagining fault lines in
Sino-Indian relations from the bottom-up,
and privileging the hitherto marginalised
agency of border constituencies, Shadow
States challenges readers to reflect upon
and revise accepted interpretations of
Sino-Indian relations.

Paul McGarr (Paul. McGarr@nottingham.ac.uk)
is associate professor in American Foreign
Policy at the University of Nottingham in the
United Kingdom.

Fifteen articles are organised into three
sections titled “Categories and Identities
as Historical Process”; “Destruction, Loss,
Dislocation”; and “Negotiations and Red-
ressals.” The introduction and the conclud-
ing paper titled “Epilogue: Violence of
‘Development’ and Adivasi Resistance: An
Overview,” are written by Radhakrishna,
providing a context and an overview of
the assault on the existence of these com-
munities in rapidly changing India, and
the emergence of new alliances to assert
their democratic and human rights.

Ethnicity and Conversion

In the first section, Virginius Xaxa high-
lights the implications of the use of
different terms, reminding us that “the
label used often becomes an issue in the
politics of identity.” He elaborates on
the question of indigenous, its usage in
international and Indian situation, the
controversy surrounding its applicability
in many countries, including India and
China. In India, Xaxa points out, the
complexities of regional diversity make
the use of the term problematic. So that
communities which are indigenous to
the country as a whole may not be indig-
enous to the region/territory of their
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Teaching and Researching Language Learning Strategies /
Rebecca L. Oxford

Routledge 2017, 351 pp., £33.99
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Research on language learning strategies started in
the 1970s with the exploration of the question of how
successful language learners learn (Rubin 1975). Since
then, researchers and practitioners (e.g. O'Malley &
Chamot 1990; Cohen 1998; Griffiths 2013) have been
defining and describing language learning strategies
and making a case for integrating strategy training in
the language classroom. However, due to the complex
nature of learning strategies, definitions in the
literature are controversial, making it difficult for both
researchers and practitioners to come to a common
understanding of language learning strategies.

The second edition of Rebecca Oxford’s Teaching and
Researching Language Learning Strategies (first published
in 2011) offers, in my opinion, even more riches to its
readers than the first edition. Oxford is well recognized
as a pioneer in researching and classifying language
learning strategies who has devoted her teaching and
research career to the study of this field: her Strategy
Inventory of Language Learning (SILL) (Oxford 1990)
has been used woridwide by teachers and researchers.
This thoroughly revised volume brings clarity to the
field, offering a comprehensive content analysis of the
existing strategy definitions in the field of language
learning and beyond, eliciting their main features and
redefining their traditional categorization. In addition,
it advocates a completely new approach to the field,
explicitly integrating the research on language learning
strategies within the theoretical frameworks of
self-regulated learning theory, autonomy, identity and
complexity theory. By taking into account individual
factors as well as contextual factors, the book sheds
new light on language learning strategies, and
elaborates on a Strategic Self-Regulation Model (S*R
Model) which encompasses the research on, and the
teaching of, language learning strategies.

The book consists of ten chapters, organized into four
sections. Section A focuses on clarifying definitions
and features of language learning strategies

(Chapter 1) and redefining an approach to strategies
such as the SR Model mentioned above, within the
theoretical frame of self-regulation, agency, autonomy
and complexity theory (Chapters 2 and 3). Section

B deepens our understanding of language learning
strategies, taking into account the contexts in which
they are used and the different roles strategies

may take according to situations and stages in the

Reviews

learning proces:. (Chapter 4). It thus comes to a

new definition of strategies, superseding traditional
categorizations ind advocating instead for flexible

use of strategie In addition, it turns our attention

to the learner’s 1nner context’, a complex dynamic
system constituied by cognitive and affective aspects
(Meycer 2016) wnid to self-regulation strategies in the
cognitive, motivational, social and emotional domains
(Chapters 5 and ). Section C collates and discusses
the findings of vorldwide research on strategies for
grammar, vocabulary, reading and writing, listening
and speaking, pionunciation, oral communication arnd
pragmatics (Ch.pters 7—g). Finally, Section D opens
up discussion of innovations in strategy instruction,
assessment and research (Chapter 10).

The first main < ength of the book is the way

it provides a new comprehensive definition of
language learniiig strategies based on a critical
analysis of exisiing definitions. The content analysis
in Chapter 1is "1e most extensive and accurate
analysis of existing definitions of language learning
strategies availal/le. Thirty-three definitions in the
field of languag: learning and beyond are taken into
account, meticulously examined and coded through
a grounded thec.ry approach. In this analysis,
emergent, recuient themes are identified and later
regrouped unde eight major categories, ‘master
themes’, which « onstitute the core of language
learning strategis: the learners’ consciousness

of strategies, th. different forms strategies may
take, their purp.efulness, the particular purposes
they can serve (. g. learning, self-regulation or task
accomplishmer ,, their various uses in different
contexts, their t. ichability and the titles they are
given in the litei iture. Based on the results of

this analysis, a 110w, encompassing definition of
strategies is firs: formulated, and then illustrated
throughout the 1.ook. Since this definition is ground-
breaking, it is worth quoting in its entirety:

L2 learning str.iegies are complex, dynamic thoughts
and actions s lacted and used by learners with -
some degree . | consciousness in specific contexis
inGrder to reglate multiple aspects of themselves
($uch as cogritive, emotional, and social) for the
purpose of (a; accomplishing language tasks; (b)
improving lan; uage performance or use; and/

or (c) enhanciig long-term proficiency. Strategies
are mentally g iided but may also have physical
and therefore bservable manifestations. Learners
often use straicgies flexibly and creatively; combine
thern in variot ways, such as strategy clusters
and strategy ciiains; and orchestrate them to meel
learning need: Strategies are teachable. Learner:
in their contey ' decide which sirategies to use.
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Apprepriateness of strategies dej nds on multiple
personal and contextual factors. | 8)

This definition not only brings order nd sets the
basis for a consensus on strategy de inition in the
literature, but also focuses on new | rspectives on
language learning strategies, amony which are: (1) the
flexibility of the roles of language lex ning strategies;
(2) the possibility of combining ther in clusters and/
or chains; and (3) the dependence of strategy use on
personal (internal) and contextual (o ternal) factors.

ln particular, asserting the flexibility flanguage
learning strategies means looking ai the roles or
functions strategies have, not at cat ;ories: for
example, the strategy of analysing ni.y be used for
cognitive purposes (analysing lingu: ric information),
for self-regulation of emotions (anal sing one's own
feclings), or for sociocultural purpor. s (analysing
cultural elements in a communicatic| ).

The second merit of the book lies in ihe fact that
it systematically integrates language I2arning
strategies within a theoretical frame. ark including
seli-regulation, autonomy, agency an! the theory of
complex dynamic systems. This allows a broader and
more solid perspective on language | arning strategies
than before, and explicitly links the re search on
language learning strategies to other relevant fields of
research on second-language acquisiiion.
The third merit of the book is that il re-elaborates
the SR Model, supporting it with fii dings from
the fields of cognitive psychology, i ciocultural
theory and language learning psychiclogy. The S?R
Model is the backbone of Oxford’s - | rategy theory
and illustrates the complex process: 3 through
which learners self-regulate their ue: of strategies
for the purposes of language learniiiz and use.
Among the innovations in this volur e, compared
to the first edition of the book (Oxfo:id 2011),
2 sirong case is made for reinforcine the wide
theoretical background of the S2R M del, discussing,
beside the constructs of agency anc autonomy,
sociocultural and psychological self egulated
learning theories. In addition, links 1y themes
such as mindsets, resilience and hope enrich
this holistic approach to strategic scif-regulation.
This strategic self-regulation of langiiage learning
processes is illustrated through diffcrent phases
of task performance: the forethoughi phase, the
performance phase, the self-reflection phase and an
additional, more general self-reflection phase. While
llustrating strategic self-regulation | rocesses. the
-Author addresses a wide range of fac lors related to
the ‘soul of learning strategies', such as the learner's
prior knowledge, cognitive style, selt beliefs,
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agency, autonomy, mindset, resilience and hope. In
addition, in order to deepen the understanding of
strategy use, the S’R Model also takes into account
both the learner’s external, sociocultural context
(relationships with teachers, peers, family, friends,
institutions, cultural beliefs and values, etc.) and
their ‘inner context’ (Mercer 2016).

As a further new insight into the analysis of language
learning strategies, the book revises the traditional
notion of metacognition, replacing it with the more
complete/differentiated notion of metastrategies. In the
literature, metacognition is traditionally referred to as
the ‘executive-control and management function’ (155)
of strategy use, regulating the planning, monitoring and
evaluation of strategy use. Oxford redefines this notion,
specifying that this regulating function is performed

by a set of different metastrategies, corresponding to
the main domains of the S?R Model: metacognitive,
metasocial, meta-affective and metamotivational
strategies, respectively regulating the use of cognitive,
social, affective and motivational strategies.

In this work, Oxford provides a crystal-clear
description of strategy uses, illustrating their variety,
flexibility and complexity by means of manifold
narratives from her own or other research, thus giving
substance and concreteness to her statements. These
narratives bring real learners to the foreground and
honour their unique stories. In addition, they make

a case for the necessity of adopting an ecological
perspective, a ‘person-in-context relational view’
(Ushioda 2009) to understand how strategies are
used by learners in different situations, contexts and
phases of their life and/or learning process.

This book itself is an illuminating example of
research and metaresearch, for not only does it

show the author’s deep and up-to-date knowledge

of the subject-matter, but it also provides a lucid
overview of a vast range of publications in the fields
of second language learning, cognitive psychology,
psychology and sociocultural theory. It is also an
outstanding example of the author’s profound
intellectual honesty and strong research ethics, in the
way she acknowledges the accomplishments of other
researchers even when she disagrees with some of
their findings. In addition, it provides insights into
metaresearch, all the while reflecting on (and inviting
the reader to reflect on) cognitive styles, mindsets
and other factors that may influence researchers.
Thus, this book not only provides a new perspective
on language learning strategies, but also serves as a
role model for researchers. In the spirit of a teacher,
Oxford gives explicit recommendations to the reader
and researcher for dealing with other researchers: seek




some consensus; demonstrate basic respect; notice
complexity; recognize change; understand cognitive
style disparities among experts; and build on prior
efforts of positive communication.

Similarly to the other publications in the Teaching
and Researching Series, the book addresses
teachers, student teachers, and researchers who
want to gain insight into the multifaceted and
complex universe of how language learning works.
The structure of each chapter is transparent and
reader friendly. Several reminders and cross-
references help the reader to orientate themselves
within the book. The tables and figures are
particularly helpful for the reader to visualize the
most complex concepts and their relationships.
Each chapter contains a large bibliography for
further reading, and questions, tasks and projects
for readers, encouraging them to further explore
different aspects brought to light.

Alongside these manifold questions, tasks and
projects at the end of each chapter, there is the
invitation to join Oxford’s ongoing research project
on emotions in language learning. Taken together,
Oxford's new perspective on language learning
strategies, the fascinating narratives and her
recommendations to researchers resonate in the
reader’s mind and encourage us all to move forward
in these complex, but fascinating fields.
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Early Language Learning: Complexity and Mixed
Methods is presented by the editors Enever and
Lindgren as the first collection of mixed methods
research (MMR) studies in the field of early

language learning (ELL) in an instructed context.

The publication of this volume is timely: as Riazi

and Candlin (2014) point out, MMR is experiencing

a rise in numerous academic disciplines, including
language teaching and learning, with studies posing
research questions that increasingly are suited to
inclusive approaches applying both qualitative and
quantitative methods. Enever and Lindgren stress

the importance of MMR in strengthening the validity
and contributing to the depth and scope of a study. In
addition, collecting both qualitative and quantitative
data contributes to enhancing the credibility of the
study and is common practice for case study research
(Dornyei, 2007). The volume focuses predominantly
on recent, world-wide MMR studies on the learning
of English as an additional, foreign and second
language, and their mixed methodologies. The studies
originate in Africa, Europe, Asia and Latin America,
representing countries that have experienced growth
in early English language learning. In their closing
chapter, Enever and Lindgren reflect on the recent
growth of MMR in the field of ELL and suggest

that an international journal devoted to ELL would

be a ‘natural home for discussions of research
methodologies’ (306).

Part 1is titled ‘Overview of Research Findings’ and lays
a solid foundation for the various international studies
which follow. It consists of three chapters that, unlike
the chapters in parts 2, 3 and 4, focus on the contexts
of ELL in primary education, offer general insights
-and thus pave the way for the studies to come. Van
Ginkel's study is the first chapter in Part 1 and looks
at different models of language education currently
implemented in a number of African countries (Kenya,
Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana) to facilitate the move
from minority to majority language and finally to
English as a classroom language. However, as van
Ginkel shows, there is a mismatch between policies
and observed classroom practices, which influences
children’s achievement. She argues that a better
approach to supporting children would be a shift

from minority to majority classroom language and
then, from the age of nine, teaching English first as a
subject before making it the medium of instruction.
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refers to numerous studies showing that children learn
languages faste: at an older age. In chapter 3, one of
the few chapter: that do not deal with English, Driscoll
focuses on the t-aching of intercultural understanding
in foreign langu.ge education at primary level in the
UK. She claims (hat current provision must move
from a foreign culture emphasis towards a child-
centred approaci which focuses on developing and
sharing children - realizations and self-reflections.
Chapter 4, by Murphy, looks at the existing literacy
skills gap of youig English as an additional language
(EAL) learners. Murphy argues that good literacy

skills of EAL leariiers are a sign of good integratior
and of successful educational policies. She asserts
that greater atteiiiion must be paid to the low literacy
skills of primary 1ged EAL learners, as the young age
of these learner: cannot in itself guarantee successful
language learnir;;, and discusses possible solutions
such as immersion and translanguaging.

Part 2 consists ol five studies gathered under the
rather general titl- of ‘Empirical Studies Using Mixed
Methods'. Chapi r 5, by Porter, investigates the link
between verbal viorking memory (VWM) and foreign
language learnin: (proficiency and literacy) of young
language learner - learning French. The study concludes
that VWM plays . significant role in language learning,
although Porter iound that even if VWM is high,

young language Icarners perceive foreign language
learning as a challenge. Chapter 6, by Jiang, Zhang,
Liang, Yuan and e, discusses a study that combined
elicited metaphc: analysis and a questionnaire to
investigate the nictivation of young language learners
in China. The rec ults indicate that the participating /- to
10-year-old childi -n have a positive attitude and sirong
intrinsic motivation towards English language learning.
Children were av. re of the importance of English for
their present anc! iuture. Moreover, parents believed

in learning Engli |1, a factor that positively influenced
young learner maivation. Jiang et al. consider that

the underlying dvinamics justify further creative MMR
studies into youro learner foreign language learning
motivation.

Chapter 7, by Bu:ndgens-Kosten, Hardy and Elsner,
looks at receptivi- code-switching which, unlike
productive code- .witching, is a ‘language practice
often overlooked' (111). Underpinned by research

in story-based te.iching and the use of stories in
foreign language ieaching, Buendgens-Kosten et al.
studied German rimary classrooms with children
fluent in Turkish .1nd German learning English, using
multilingual digii 1| storybook software (English,
German and Turl 1sh) to study the link between
receptive code-switching and corn pr\éhension The
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resulis show that although multiling al books might
aicl comprehension, it is not clear whiat specific aspect
supports this positive development. lilion (chapier 8)
describes a study researching first- a11d third-grade
children who were part of a new nati nal English
programme in France. The study soii ht to establish
ihe possible advantages of such a pi- gramme and

the contextual characteristics that rri-ht influence

the language-learning process. Hiltoi: concludes that
primary English is a complex proces: with multiple
variables interacting in ‘unexpected ways’ (141). Hilton
also briefly reports on findings from . longitudinal
follow-up study, which interestingly 1 sults in her
questioning the significance of the firictional syllabus
for young English learners as propos: d by the Council
of Lurope, if the allocated teaching i 1e is below two
hours per week. In chapier 9, Pizorn ivestigates three
CliL-related questions: how a CLIL &) proach can
enhance young Slovenian children’s ' nglish language
proficiency, how it can impact on ther attitudes, and
how young learners’ perceive CLIL te. ching. Based

on her resulis, she comments that C! L will not
automatically result in improved profiiency across all
skills. Furthermore, she notes that all ough conteni-
related and cognilive activities were 111ore appreciated
by students than regular language-le. ning activities,
unexpectedly students’ least-favoure ! activities
included revising other subject matte: s in English.
Pizorn stresses the importance of thi- finding as it
questions the development of young l:arner’s ‘meta-
abilities and their learning of learning >rocesses’ (160).

Pait 3 is titled ‘Longitudinal Perspectivos Using Mixed
Methods'. Butler (chapter 10) takes tl reader out of
Furope and once more a study centre: on motivation
of young English language learners iri hina. Butler
offers a detailed and convincing accouiiit of how and
why young learners’ motivation, self-c. nfidence and
anxiety change, considering factors su h as time and
socioeconomic status. The next three « hapters will be
of great interest to readers and resear« hers familiar with
Enever’s (2011) pioneering Early Langi age Learning in
Furope (ELLIE) study, with chapter 11 1y Lopriore and
chapter 12 by Lindgren and Enever exp.inding directly
or research undertaken during this project. Lopriore
looks at the language-learning develojnent of Italian
young English learners from a longituclinal perspective.
Lindgren and Enever focus on the use f mixed
methods for the construction of thick «lescriptions
of ELL. They offer insights into the coniaxts and
attitides of three young English langii ige learners
in Sweden, showing that even if the sclool context is
_the same, the home coniext can play ar influencing
‘role on children’s interest in language I:arning and on
their progress. Lindgren and Enever si.ite that their two
lower-level studenis remain positive to vards language
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learning over the years but the more advanced student
encountered boredom. Although not a direct follow-up
study, chapter 13 (by Mihaljevi¢ Djigunovic) is also
rooted in the ELLIE study and focuses on motivation,
self-concept and achievement of the young English
language learner. Eighty-one Croatian 10- to 11-year-old
children participated in this study, which combined
instruments used in the ELLIE study with newly
designed test instruments. Mihaljevi¢ Djigunovi¢
concludes that unlike previous findings, factors such
as changes in teaching methodologies or the addition
of new subjects might contribute to a reduced learner
motivation but it would be oversimplifying to call it a
permanent development. Thus in such cases young
language learners do not have decreasing but rather
fluctuating levels of motivation and self-concept. The
combination of these three European ELLiE-based
studies and Butler’s diverse study from China ultimately
offers a very cohesive unit.

Part 4 presents three chapters gathered under

the title of ‘Evaluating Early Language Learning
Programmes’. Chapter 14 returns to the topic of
CLIL. Garcia Mayo and Agirre aim to assess whether
conversational strategies of children learning English
in a mainstream or CLIL context are affected by

the learner’s age and learning context and if these
conversational strategies vary over time. Sponsored
by the Mexican Ministry of Education, chapter 15

by Sayer, Ban and Lépez de Anda has a clear focus
on evaluating the educational outcomes of an EFL
programme in Mexico. Although the programme is
implemented state-wide, challenges have resulted

in only 25 per cent of elementary children receiving
English education. This impact study documents
findings in various areas, including learning and
educational outcomes, social impact, and level

of satisfaction. It provides insights into how, for
example, English teachers are less aware of creating
cross-curricular links in their lessons or how the
sociocultural approach based on social practices in
the curriculum remained predominantly an ‘academic
exercise’ (283). Finally, the study by Porsch and
Wilden (chapter 16) is based in Germany and centres
on the C-Test (Klein-Braley, 1985), which, although
well established, is still controversial: according to
Dérnyei and Katona (1992), who confirmed both the
reliability and validity of the C-Test, the controversy
stems from the lack of clarity regarding the construct
this test is intended to measure. Porsch and Wilden
studied the validity and quality of the C-Test in

order to establish whether it could become a tool

for primary teachers to establish and individually
foster young learners’ competences. After testing

201 primary English learners, Porsch and Wilden




conclude that the C-Test offers a ‘reliable and valid
measurement of English proficiency’ (300).

In their concluding chapter, Enever and Lindgren
summarize the importance of mixed methods in early
language learning research and then briefly review

all studies. Their short analysis of applied research
methods and the researchers’ reasons for choosing
MMR offers not only a comprehensive final overview
but also additional or overlooked points referring to
scale, process and design.

Overall, the varied studies gathered in this book
make an excellent beginning to a discussion of the
importance of the MMR in ELL. In current times

of migration, Murphy's outstanding chapter 4 is
most timely and will hopefully instigate future MIMR
research in the field of EAL. Also noteworthy is the
value of this book for researchers and educators in
primary English teacher education. Studies such as
van Ginkel (chapter 2), Jiang et al. (chapter 6) and
Hilton (chapter 8) highlight the significance and role
of the teacher, teaching methodologies and materials.
Undoubtedly, these areas merit future attention in
order to continue the push forward within ELL.

Ultimately, Enever and Lindgren’s choices of
contributions support their view of the importance of
sharing MMR expertise and the possible benefits of
multidisciplinary research teams. Another strength is
the way in which some studies overlap in their field
of research, contributing to a nuanced view of the
field. Having said that, not all chapters are equally
strong, for varying reasons, as so often with edited
books. More importantly, the subtitle—Complexity and
Mixed Methods—raises a number of issues. Whereas
the volume has much to offer in terms of mixed
methods, it is not immediately obvious what the term
‘complexity’ refers to. Although the editors briefly refer
to work by Larsen-Freeman (2), it looks as if they use
the word ‘complexity’ not necessarily as a theoretical
construct, but as evidence that the study of complex
systems in second-language research requires a variety
of methodologies. A number of chapters illustrate this
complexity and by doing so also challenge current
assumptions. Murphy (chapter 4) illustrates that
young age cannot be considered a guarantee for
successful language learning; Pizorn (chapter 9) shows
that CLIL does not inevitably develop all language
skills; and Mihaljevi¢ Djigunovi¢ (chapter 13) provides
interesting corrections to our view of the motivation
and self-concept of young learners. Thus it soon
becomes clear that complexity can also refer to the
complexity, in an everyday sense, of the research
design, the results, the analysis, the limitations.
Indeed, this complexity may well be the source of the
unexpected inconclusiveness of some chapters.
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Another issue 1 the accessibility of information,
especially takiriv into account the broad readership
indicated on th back cover, which includes trainee
teachers, in-sei vice teachers, graduate TESOL students,
educators, resc archers and policymakers. Not all the
data in some o1 the studies is presented accessibly, and
at'times the shortness or the density of the account
might leave on or the other readership wondering.

A simple chart with an overview of the studies’ themes,
countries, parti ipants, methods used, key findings,
limitations and iuture research suggestions would have
been a welcor - addition. Not only would it support
the various rea. lerships by offering organizational
alternatives, it would also illustrate, for example,
frequent themc - and MMR designs.

Ultimately, though, this publication is an exciting
development and the importance of this book and
its value for fuiire MMR and researchers in ELL and
primary Englis!i teacher education must be stressed.
Enever and Lingren have created the necessary
stepping stone io finding a ‘natural home' (306) for
this research fi-ld so that expertise can not only he
shared but als. further developed.
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When I undertook the writing of thi: review, | was
excited and fully aware of the challeii e involved in
reviewing a new edition of a volume 'hat was originally
published 25 years ago. The first ediiion of this book
had a major influence on teacher-ba- 2d research

in applied linguistics and, from a moe personal
standpoint, it also significantly influciced my own
career and research trajectory. So, | I~ el emotionally
close and attached to this book. Nev« rtheless, | will
attempt to give an objective overview of the most
remarkable aspects of the book, incli ding both

its strengths and those elements thai may now

look dated.

The current edition is the third: the |- ok was originally
published by Macmillan in 1994, and a second edition
was produced by Max Hueber Verlag in 1999. In the
preface of this third edition, the publisher justifies

the need for making it again availablc to the public

on ihe basis of the current relevance - f the questions
raised in the earlier editions of the beok, and | agree.
liis still useful to see what the predoininant patterns
of classroom behaviour among native and non-native
teachers are, and we still need to reflcct on how to
help raise the self-esteem of non-naiive English-
speaking teachers (NNESTs), who ai o often affected
by @ pervasive complex of inferiority. | hose questions
still need to be dealt with and the del ate is more
necessary than ever.

The movement studying and supporiing NNESTs
owes a great deal to the original version of Medgyes’
book, which greatly contributed to the visibility

of icachers who, in spite of being the majority of
language teachers in the world, remained ignored

in the professional literature as thoug 1 they were
affected by some kind of embarrassii - disease

that required them to remain hidden o keep a low
public profile. Medgyes was a pioneer in bringing
these teachers out from under their clhak of
invisibility to claim a role for NNEST: in the language
teaching profession. And no doubt, tliis has also

had a significant impact on the work «f teachers of
languages other than Fnglish, who, following suit,
have also realized how they can contrihute and stand
-on equal ground with their native-spe:ker colleagues.

Yet Medgyes’ stance is clearly differeni from that
of many other researchers who have «-voted their
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attention to the study of NNESTSs, such as Braine,
Kambhi-Stein, Selvi, or myself, to mention just a few. As
already pointed out by Samimy (1997) in a review of
the first edition of this book, Medgyes places a great
emphasis on NNESTs’ linguistic deficit, an emphasis
which ‘could perpetuate a sense of marginalization
dmong nonnative professionals rather than promote
a sense of empowerment’ (ibid: 816). These words
are rather critical and they bear some truth, since
Medgyes seems to be committed to the idealized
native model, which in some places he seems to
question but in others seems to unconsciously regard
as the ultimate aspiration of NNESTs. However, we
must emphasize as well that Medgyes’s pioneering
work has awakened many NNESTs’ awareness of
their identities and helped them raise their self-
esteem, and his coniribution outweighs the potential
marginalization highlighted by Samimy.

The current edition of The Non-Native Teacher differs
from the previous two in the addition of comments in
the margins of the original text and a list of suggested
readings at the end of each chapter. The inclusion of
marginalia is certainly an original idea. The reader

has access to the original source and can read it

as it was written in the 1990s, but their attention is
also directed to more recent publications that are
referenced alongside the text and at the end of each
chapter. The visual design of the book makes this

very clear. The original text is printed in black and the
added reflective questions and comments in blue.
One little visual handicap is that the many examples
in the original text have been printed in grey, to enable
the reader to easily differentiate the main text from the
anecdotal examples. Yet the colour is so light that it is
not very easy to read.

In essence, the book brightly renders a 25-year-old
text in a renewed shape and format that makes it still
attractive to modern eyes. It nicely combines the old
and the new in a way that the reader can either benefit
from both or simply stick to the original version.
However, as | read the book, | increasingly had the
feeling that the added comments fell short of what
they could have been. They could be more informative
and offer more insights into current discussions,

and they could have introduced some of the several
new ideas and concepts that have developed in the
last 25 years of research on NNESTs. An example

of this is when Medgyes is discussing the stress to
which NNESTs are subject and, on p. 47, adds the
following comment: ‘Characteristically, Park (2012)
gave her paper with this title: “I am never afraid of
being recognised as an NNEST”. How about you?’ No
further attempt is made to connect the original text
with Park’s ideas. One is left with the impression that
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the author limited the updating to adding relevant
questions that may justify the use of the text for a
teacher training course, but did not really engage in
connecting with the current understanding of NNESTs
in language teaching. The product is still satisfactory
and enjoyable, but an extraordinary opportunity

was missed to bring together the old and the new

to a greater extent, tying the foundations of NNEST
research with the diversity of topics and approaches
in contemporary work on this topic. Examples of
topics that have been widely discussed in the NNEST
literature—and therefore could have been given
more space in the side comments—are professional
discrimination, self-perceptions and identity,
ownership of the language, and the multilingual
pedagogical resources available to NNESTs, to name
just a few.

Another aspect | would like to deal with is the
relevance of English as a lingua franca (ELF) in
discussing the role of NNESTs in ELT. | contend that
we need to look at both realities (ELF and NNESTSs)
together, because of the strong interaction between
these two. Indeed, | have argued elsewhere (Llurda
2016, 2018) that ELF has brought a paradigm shift
in ELT. Considering English the property of all its
users, including those non-native speakers who
communicate in ELF regularly in international
contexts, brings a new perspective to the teaching of
the language and to the status of NNESTs. Yet, there
are NNESTs who choose to act as ambassadors

for native speakers, whom they consider the ‘true
owners’ of the language, and are sceptical of

ELF and the relevance this may have in language
teaching. Medgyes seems to be within that group,
and this is not something to be criticized, as we are
purely on ideological terrain when we come to these
terms in the discussion. It simply must be pointed
out. He seems to believe firmly in the importance
of accuracy as defined by prescriptivist visions of
standard language as the main goal in ELT. Whereas
this was possibly a reasonable position back in the
1990s, one may nowadays wonder whether there
hasn't yet been sufficient empirical evidence to
conclude that ELF is changing the paradigm and the
storyline of ELT in a dramatie way, and that language
teachers who ignore the role of English as the
universal lingua franca are falling into the trap of the
native-speaker myth. ‘

My favourite part in the book, since | first read it

in the 1990s, has always been the section devoted

to the dark and bright sides of being a NNEST

(Part I11: ‘The two sides of the coin’). Here is where
Medgyes displays his original views and findings, and
especially in the chapter on ‘the bright side of being a
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non-native' heofi-rs@nformation and tools that may
help teachers ove ome their inferiority complex and
start establishing rheir own identity as professionally
competent non-n.iiive teachers of English.

This latest editior of the book ends with two chapters
that did not appe i in the original version. Both were
originally publishcd elsewhere and were written in
collaBoration witl co-authors. Chapter 11 reprints

a joint paper with Valéria Arva (Arva and Medgyes
2000). It is a stuclv in which five NESTs and five
NNESTs were ob crved and interviewed. Chapter 12
reprints a study vritten with Eszter Benke (Benke and
Medgyes 2005), i1 which they analyse data obtained
from a questionri iire given to a large number of
Hungarian studeiis. These two chapters are quite
different to and <. parate from the main text, as they
were intended as independent pieces of research to be
separately publisiiad, bui they offer a more cormplete
view of Medgyes esearch contributions to the study
of NNESTs.

Overall, this bocl is still an excellent introductiorn to
the study of nor native teachers. It offers excellent
material for disc ission in teacher education
programmes, ar| it can be taken as the starting
point from whici: to construct knowledge and
interpret curreni thinking on the topic, much in the
sarne way as the original edition of The Non-Native
Teacher was the .tarting point on which the current

* debates regardiiis NNESTs weie established. 1t ic

not the ultimate ~ource of reference, and it clearly
does not intend 10 be so, and yet it is a valuable
resource, worth reading and discussing among
teachers and te. . hers-in-training. | personally fecl
indebted to the work of Medgyes and I thoroughly
enjoyed this op|ortunity to re-read his witty and
fresh style of witling. | recommend this volume to
language teach. s and teacher educators who have
an interest in ui<lerstanding the non-native teacher
complexity. ‘
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Donald Freeman is one of three main . :holars in the
field of TESOL who have had a large iiiluence on how
I have come to understand the field (tl - other two
are Jack Richards and David Nunan). | 2eman has
always approached his work from his | ‘rspective as
a ieacher as well as his development & a language
teacher educator over the years and w1 - one of the
few scholars at the time to put the ‘T’ I a1ck in TESOL.
In other words, he looked at applied lin suistics
and TESOL from the other side of the (l=sk than
most others at the time, who saw ‘clas room-based
research’ as what the learners do, to th exclusion of
the teacher. Arguably, he (along with Ri- hards and
Nunan) really introduced the field of Ti SOL for the
first time to what we now know as sec nd-language

- teacher education (SITE).

Now he has presented a window into his thinking
aboui SLTE with his new book: Educaiing Second
Language Teachers. The book presents his perspective
on his own journey and is illuminated with wonderful
personal narratives that keep remindiriz us that
‘teachers maiter’, although he does noi use these
words. But this is more than a book th it takes

a wonderful journey down SLTE memoiy lane. It

also presents us with a new doorway 11 the end of
the journey, through which we are inviiod to enter
Freeman'’s vision of the future of SLTE This doorway
is Freciman’s ‘Design Theory', which he says ‘ought
to provide a reasoned basis on which 1 evaluate,

to reform, and to innovate in educatin: second
language (as well as other) teachers’ (;.. 252).

lt does.

Freeman presents his new theory in the final section
of the book (chapters 12 and 13) and u: s his
reflection on his own journey, grounde! in personal
narratives, to get there. This is both good and not

50 good; the reason for my latter comrmient is that
this could be seen as cherry-picking lan/marks that
only align with his particular journey. Biii then again,
much of his journey has coincided with the actual
development of SLTE as an emerging ficld. Indeed,
my own journey was somewhat similar (albeit it a few
years behind Freeman's); he was the tr.ilblazer (along
with Richards and Nunan), which is why | found this
book so intriguing, enlightening, illumis \ating, and
delightful.

Review:
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The book is divided into four main sections and

each begins with an orientation of what Freeman will
discuss (reflection-for-action) and each also ends with
what was discussed (reflection-on-action). This is a
necessary feature of the book because at times the
content was a bit dense and so | had to stop to reflect
as Fread some of the sections (reflect-in-action) of
the text.

Part One of the book, ‘How people use what they
know to do what they do in the language classroom’,
lays the foundation for the other parts and suggests
that educating language teachers is not the same

as educating teachers for other content areas. This
point is very important because it gave birth to the
field of SLTE in its own right. Chapter 1, ‘Teaching
(language) teaching’, makes the case for learning to
teach as a social practice, a point that is central to
Freeman's new ‘Design Theory’, presented in the final
chapters. Chapter 2 is entitled ‘The central challenges
in second language teacher education’, three of
which are highlighted: (1) how language in the world
relates to language as content in the classroom:; (2)
how the classroom, with its social structures and
expectations, defines language teaching as a particular
form of pedagogical activity; and (3) how people,
who are users of language and have been students in
classrooms, learn to teach language. There is also an
excellent.discussion on language teacher identity in
this chapter.

Part Two has four chapters that outline how learning
to be a language teacher has been conceptualized.
Chapter 3, ‘How people become language teachers:
defining background knowledge’, examines the often
discussed dichotomy of ‘native’ and ‘non-native
speaker’ teachers, or the ‘born expertise’ of so-called
‘native speaker’ teachers versus the formal training
of teachers regardless of their origin of birth. The
question Freeman then raises is: ‘[A]re teachers born
or are they made over time?’ (p. 44). Freeman says
that in the ‘born’ position, background knowledge

is seen as ‘something individuals have and bring to
the classroom to make them successful as teachers’
(P 44). Freeman points out that ‘in the ‘made’
position, the knowledge has to be developed over
time with training and support” (p. 44). Interestingly
enough, Freeman says that when applied to language
teaching, ‘the “born” position embodies “nativeness”
and caring as attributes of teachers’ background
knowledge, while the “made” position counters that
teacher preparation and development are critical’

(p- 44). The ‘nativeness’ position is still rampant

in the ELT ‘industry’ where unscrupulous language
school owners and national programmes (e.g. the
JET in Japan or the EPIK programme in South Korea)

U\




try to hire so-called native English language speaker
teachers who have, as Freeman says, ‘the right genes'’
(p. 45) rather than hiring what | would term qualified
teachers who have made a personal commitment to
obtaining skills through education over time. If one is
hired because he or she can speak the language, then
this hiring should be termed ‘conversation partner’
but not a teacher (for more on this, see Farrell, 2015a).

Chapter 4, ‘Disciplinary transmission in second
language teacher education’, examines two aspects of
language teacher education: how disciplinary terms
are set (the role of academic disciplines in setting/
defining content) and how those terms are put in
circulation or how the professional communities

that articulate and use these ideas come about.

For the latter, Freeman outlines two main language
conferences, the Georgetown University Roundtables
on Languages and Linguistics (GURT) and the Hong
Kong Conferences on Second Language Teacher
Education, as examples of how terms were put in
circulation. Chapter s, ‘Learning-in-place: situating
content and professional learning in language teacher
education’, examines how learning to teach combines
knowing and doing in context, which Freeman calls
the ‘Haycraft dilemma’ (p. 73) after John Haycraft
and his work with the International House group of
language schools. The dilemma examined here is
whether language teachers are prepared by knowing
certain things or by doing particular activities such

as practice teaching (learning-in-place). Chapter 6,
‘Socio-cultural views: understanding sense making
and what travels in learning to teach languages’,
explores the idea of transfer of ideas or learning
something for later use.

Part Three, ‘Core processes of second language
teacher education’, is the part of the book that | really
connected with given my own work on reflective
practice in second-language education (Farrell,
2015b, 2018a,b). It comprises five chapters related to
thinking, knowing and reflecting in SLTE. Chapter 7,
‘How teacher thinking got to be part of language
teaching’, examines how this happened through
different generations from zero (behaviourism), to
first generation thinking of methodology, to second
generation of thinking synthetically, to third generation
of thinking heuristically. Chapter 8 outlines ‘Four
representations of teacher thinking’: decisions and
decision-making; teachers’ thought processes; an
ethno-cognitive model of teachers’ decision-making;
and language teacher cognition(s). Chapter 9
discusses four ‘knowledge generations’ where the
focus shifted from what (first), to how (second), to
who and where (third), and why (fourth). Chapter 10,
‘Knowledge-geographies: a socio-professional view

Reviews

of what is worth kiowing in ELT', examines the idea
of knowledge as something that is learned and held
to, knowing that is something enacted from the
perspective of how that knowledge is formed and
socio-professionally promoted.

Chapter 11, ‘Reflec ing: thinking and knowing in
teaching situation: , outlines and discusses the
concept of reflection in SLTE, or as Freeman puts

it, the ‘mental activity that teachers do as they

think in teaching «ituations’ (p. 207). This chapter
was of particular interest given my own work on
reflective practice sver the years and | was pleased

to see that Freem. i1 gives particular attention to the
problems of transiating this concept into SLTE. In
particular, Freemz i notes how reflection in SLTE has
been seen almost exclusively as a problem-solving
activity (or ‘refleciion-as-repair’ as he calls it) aimed
at improvement i1 teaching rethods. However, as
Freeman suggest . if we recognize reflection as a
process of perceiving, and thus triggered by problern:
posing, we can iniroduce the notion of ‘where to

lool’ so that the | ractitioner can begin to figure out
what is happenin: rather than what activities are not
working in the cla- sroom. | agree with Freeman and
suggest that second-language teacher educators avoid
reducing reflectic i to recipe-following checklists that
lead to a sole fociis of ‘reflection-as-repair’, but | feel
he does not go fa: enough. For example, | would
caution against husty referencing (e.g. to Dewey or
Schon, as Freem..i does frequently in this chapter) o
legitimize an app:oach without a full understanding
of that approach nd its theoretical grounding. This is
because many of ‘he popular approaches (e.g. Dewey)
are ends-based, i1 that reflection must be initiated

by a teaching prcblem and that problem must be
solved. | believe 111 a broader, more holistic approach
to reflection in S! VE that is grounded in the belief that
teachers are who - persons and thus should include
consideration of ~ach individual teacher’s personal
histories, beliefs, theories and expectations as well as
their teaching pr.ctices (Farrell, 2015b).

Part Four, ‘A desic i1 theory’, is the culmination of the
previous chapter where Freeman proposes a design
theory with socio - ulture as its central premise. The

key elements of tl12 theory are presented in two parts.

In chapter 12, ‘Soial facts and communities’, Freeman
outlines the tools and opportunities to learn that are
based in social pi ctice theory. He notes both that these
social facts come from social and political discourses,
and thus the soci il facts function in two phases,
professional langui. 1ges and local language, and also how
social facts circul ite through what he calls ‘communities
of practice'. Chay ier 13, ‘Renaming experience to
reconstruct praciice’, continues the discussion outlined
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in the previous chapter by examining ow individuals
pariicipate in the activity in two ways |oining the group
and being a full member of the group: The sceds of this
chapter can, in my opinion, be traced back to sorme of
Freeman’s earlier worlk [e.g. his wond« rful review article
of the hidden side of teacher’s work (' reeman, 2001),
but see also his narrative 13.2 (p. 251 where he notes
seeds planted in even earlier work].

These chapters are followed by thi« 2 appendices
that explain how to use the theory 11 language
teacher education aciivities (appen lix A), language
teacher education programmes (appendix B), and
how the theory can be used in teacier assessment
(appendix, C). These appendices s rve to
operationalize Freeman’s Design 7'ieory somewhat
but I'was a bit surprised at this ‘enling’ and perhaps
these could also have been chapter - in their own
right but with more content that lz1 guage teacher
ediicators could implement in theii own contexts.
Perhaps we need another book call d ‘Design
Theory in Second LLanguage Teachc: Education’ as
| feel Freeman tried to accomplish 150 much in this
one volume.

Another importani aspect of this bk is that

there is a website that accompanie- it, with some
interesting resources such as exiracis, a personal
note from the author, a guide to usiig the book,
discussion questions, suggested furiher reading,

and weblinks to related content on « ther websites
(www.oup.com/elt/teacher/eslt). Ot all of these
Iound the discussion questions for Part Three, ‘Core
processes of second language teacl r education’,
most intriguing bui | think they should have been
included in the book itself 1o help oii2nt readers
given the density of some of ithe wriiing. For example,
the first discussion question for chajter 7 is: “Why

is it “poiniless” to ask teachers aboi ' what they are
thinking about as they teach?’ This - an excellent
question and | wonder now if Freem . in agrees or
disngrees with this question; is it ‘printless’? If so,
why is it ‘pointless’? If not, why not' Another excellent
question is: ‘List some of the things vou do on a
regular basis as a language teacher. ' Ising Table 7.5,
identify where these practices might have originated.’
Lihink readers would have been beti r served to have
questions such as these directly afte: the text they
had just read as they can help irigge reflections of
ihelr own.

In his personal note as author on the book’s website
Freeman talks about the ‘donut problem in language
-teaching and teacher education’ or a- he explained:

This outside—the public work of < [assroom
icaching—was going on, like the « \rcumference of
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the donut, with little or no understanding of what
was the center, in the hole.

This is probably a reaction to his own entry into
language teaching without any formal training

or professional preparation, and as a result, he
noted that he ‘winged it’ a lot in those formative
years. Indeed, the problem in those early years

was that there were no real guides for second-
language teachers and especially so for SITE (as a
result of which he is a founder). Educating Second
Language Teachers has now filled in the centre of
the doughnut and can be used as a guide for future
second-language teachers, teachers in training,
academics and administrators so that they can
enjoy the delicious jelly in the middle of the full
‘jelly doughnut” that Donald Freeman has produced.
Educating Second Language Teachers is a must-read
as it more than helps to map out the terrain, and
thus contributes to elaborating our understanding of
teaching language teaching.
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Book Review

K. G. SUDHIER: Informetric Studies on Physics Theses of Indian
Institute of Science. B. R. Publishing Corporation, !elhi, 2017, ISBN

9789386223548, Hardbound, 240 pages, Rs. 1250.00

The book under review is an extension of the autlior’s PhD thesis in
Library & Information Science entiiled “Informetric siudies on Physics
theses of Indian Institute of Science”. It discusses e olution of metrics
studies starting from statistical bibliography through sther facets of the
informetrics including bibliometrics, scientometrics. webometrics and
altmetrics. The book has been divided in ten differc it chapters. These
chapters deal with evolution of metric studies, iniormetrics, citation
analysis, authorship studies, aging and obsolescence iudies, ranking of
journals, core books study, application of Bradfords - law of scattering
and Lotka’s law of author productivity. Last chapter o the book is about
new trends in informetrics and altmetrics.

In chapter-1 “Evolution of Metric Studies”, the ¢ olution of several
terms in metric studies has been described. These nclude terms like
bibliometrics, scientometrics, informetrics, webomeiiics and altmetrics.
In chapter -2 entitled “Informetrics”, the author has discussed several
milestones of the evolution of informetrics starting | om 1896 to 2016.
The author has discussed various informetric laws inc luding Bradford’s
law of scattering, Lotka’s law of scientific productivity, Zipf’s law of
word frequency distribution in details. Author has al: mentioned about
some quantitative analysis and reference managemeni - ofiware which can
be used by researchers and librarians to analyze dai- In chapter-3, the
author discusses about citation analysis. This i1-ludes co-citation
analysis, bibliographic coupling, literature mapping, obsolescence, co-
word anali/sis, etc. Indicators derived using citation c. unis like h- index,
g-index, p-index, etc. have been discussed. It also de:cribes ranking of
journals based on impact factor (IF) and immediacy ndex. The various
cilation databases or indexes such as Web of Science, . ~opus, CiteSeer X,
Google Scholar, etc., have also been described. 111 addition to the
theoretical framework, the book also gives several ex: nples based on the
data taken from the author’s thesis. The chapter also riientions limitations
and even objections to the use of citations.
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Chapier | deals with Authorship Studies in which the author has
explained (1= collaborative research trends in physics literature cited in
docioral the es of Indian Institute of Science (IISc). Authorship pattern in
physics joirinals, degree of author collaboration, authorship pattern of
books, efc., are given. However, under the introduction author mentions
that authors'up pattern is one of the prime aspects of citation analysis is
wrong. Under this chapter author has not discussed the latest indicators
used for messuring co-authorship like co-authorship index suggested by
Garp and adhi as well as collaborative coefficient suggested by
Ajiteruke, I uirell and Tauge. In the chapter-5, the author has described the
application »f aging and obsolescence studies which helps the library
professionals and knowledge scientists to maintain a need-based
collection ir libraries. Ranking of journals is the subject of chapter-6. The
ranking of journals presented in this chapter is based on journals used by
physicists o' the Indian Institute of science. It also provides ranked list of
Indian jouinals based on Journal Citation Reports, geographical
disiribution of journals, publishers of journals, etc. In chapter-7, the
importance f studies on core books and ranking of books has been
discussed v 1th examples. An atiempt to test the applicability of
Bradford’s |+w of scattering on journal citations of doctoral theses of IISc
has been m: e in chapier-&. How to test the validity of Lotka’s law to
author productivity distribution in-the field of physics literature has been
described in chapter-9. The discussion on testing the validity of Lotka’s
law 15 quite Ilustrative. The last chapier-10 discusses new trends such as _
altmetrics that are emerging, has been discussed. Altmetrics is a new
approach th+i can determine the quality and popularity of research more
quickly thai ever before based on the social web for analyzing and
informing scholarship. .

Since the book is based on the PhD thesis of the author, it lacks
discussion o1 several new developments in the field of scientometrics and
informetrics |tke activity index, attractivity index, normalization of impact
factor and dcmestic and international collaboration ete. Some topics have
also been reprated in different chapters. However, still the book may serve
some usefiil urpose for library professionals and researchers of LIS,

Dr K C Garg
Ex Senior Scientist, NISTADS CSIR,
New Delhi
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BY LYLABAVADAM

{Y“HARANKUMAR
iV Limbale is among the
most acclaimed writers of
contemporary Dalit liter-
ature in India. His latest
book, a collection of 28
short stories titled The
Dalit Brahmin and Other
Stories, further cements
his reputation as the voice
of Dalit literature.

The son of a Patil
father and a Mahar
mother, Limbale realised
that he was considered
akkarmashi, or one of im-
pure blood. His grand-
mother had a live-in
relationship ~ with a
Muslim. Limbale em-
braced this as his social,
genetic and emotional her-
itage. He named his auto-
biography  Akkarmashi
(The Outcaste), and when
it was published in 1982, it
was hailed as a landmark
in Marathi literature.

EXPERIENTIAL
WRITING

Dalit writing is largely ex-
periential. There is not
much fiction. Perhaps it
has to do with the fact that
until recently Dalits did
not write or, more accur-
ately, were not allowed to
write. Until 50 years ago,

THE O0UIT BRYHAIN

und other stories

literature in India was the
stronghold of the upper
castes.

The stories and tradi-
tions of Dalits were oral
until B.R. Ambedkar em-
phasised the need for Dal-
its to declare themselves
through literature and dis-
prove the accepted wis-
dom that writing and
literature were meant only
for the upper castes. Hence
the experiential writing
that now largely character-
ises Dalit literature.

The writer Anand Tel-
tumbde writes in his intro-
duction to the book that it
is this intensive recounting
of their lives and all that

Holding up
a mirror

In his latest book of short fiction, Sharankumar
Limbale, a formidable voice of Dalit literature,
mirrors the reality that Dalits live with even today.

The Dalit Brahmin
and Other Stories

By Sharankumar
Limbale
Translated from
the Marathi by
Priya Adarkar

Orient BlackSwan

Pages: 206
Price: Rs.450

has been forcefully in-
grained in Dalits that has
made Dalit writing “oc-
cupy a central place in lit-
erary discourse today”.
Teltumbde places Dalit
writing in context, saying:
“The history of Dalit writ-
ings, as the experiential
narrative of Dalit lives by
Dalits themselves in writ-
ing, goes back to the Tamil
Siddhas (6th to 13th cen-
turies C.E.) and Bhakti
saints; since many of them
were Dalits, it is probable
that their oral verses were
committed to writing for
their aesthetic and spir-
itual value by others....
Modern Dalit writing, a

PN

product of the conscious-
ness created by the
Ambedkarite Dalit move-
ment and the spread of
education among Dalits,
adopted the natural genre
of short story.”

Teltumbde goes on to
trace the rise of this literat-
ure through the growth of
certain publications that
“brought forth a new gen-
eration of writers who
were dissatisfied with the
established Marathi liter-
ature, which they saw as
bourgeois, Brahminic,
moribund and orthodox. It
[the Ambedkarite Dalit
movement] ushered in
modernism in Marathi lit-
erature and significantly
became one of the catalysts

of the Dalit literature

movement.”

The short stories in the
collection are a glimpse
into the lives of Dalits. The
framework ~ is the
Ambedkarite movement.
The characters are Mahars
who have converted to
Buddhism. They include
the young and the old,
men, women, children and

. young adults with raging

hormones. They either
bow to cruel tradition or
challenge institutionalised
oppression. The settings
are both urban and rural.
Feudalism, modernity,
class barriers, illiteracy,
superstition, love, treach-
ery, blind devotion and op-
pression rage through the
stories. They are not pot-
boilers; they mirror the
reality that Dalits live with
even today.

Thereis the generation
that accepted the in-
justices. There is-the gen-
eration that questions
these injustices, followed
by the generation that is
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caught in a limbo of ac
ceptance and rejection of
what their ancestors toler-
ated.

Then there is the gen-
eration which roars and
seizes its rights by the
throat. But turmoil still
rules. The generation that
takes its rights for granted
is yet to be born—social
conditions have not al-
lowed for that generation
to be born. Limbale cap-
tures all these aspects in
his evocative, raw, painful
and lyrical stories.

The intriguing title of
Dalit Brahmin is a refer-
ence to the urban, edu-
cated middle-class Dali
who is suspected by other
Dalits of looking down
upon them.

Teltumbde  explains
how “the term was firsi
coined by [the Dalit
writer] Baburao Baghul,
but made famous by [the
Dalit litterateur] Arjun
Dangle through his antho-
logy Poisoned Bread....
Dangle’s description of the
Dalit Brahmin as one who
seeks to distance himself
from the political progress
and cultural expression of
his caste community drips
with  disdain. Dangle’s
Dalit Brahmin is edu-
cated, yet beset by an in-
feriority complex. He is
opportunistic, and un-
moved by the communal
spirit  of freedom and
struggle of - the Dalit
movement...”

In the story with that

title, the protagonist likes
his Brahmin friends visit-
ing his home because it in-
creases his prestige; his
wife attends non-Dalit ce-
remonies such as the
haldi-kunkuw (social gath-
ering in which married
women present each other
turmeric and vermilion)
and the Satyanarayana

puja; he himselflikes to at-
tend functions of the
Rashtriya Swayamsewak
Sangh (RSS). He talks of
revolution but shies away
from attending a Dalit
protest march. Finally,
after a meeting at a Brah-
min household, his friend
baldly tells him: “Do you
know—all the utensils that
you used were kept separ-
ate. All the cloths you used
have been taken and given
to the laundry.... You as a
Dalit writer stay at his
house, and /s progress-
iveness and generosity
shine forth for the world to
see. Do you understand?
He would not serve even a
charity meal to a Dalit
from this town.”

Listening to his friend
proves to be a reality check
for the Dalit Brahmin who
reflects, “Dinesh’s [the
friend] words pierced me
like arrows. I had become
numb like a lump of clay. T
had understood the limits
of that house. The limits of
humanity, and my own.”
Although  Limbale is
clearly contemptuous of
the “wannabe” Dalit Brah-
mins, he captures the fra-
gility of their expectations
and aspirations sensit-
ively.

A thread of Brahmin-
ical  hegemony  runs
through  the  stories,
whether it is the beautiful
Brahmin women who re-
ject the advances of Dalit
men because of their caste
or the school principals
and government servants
who conspire against their
Dalit colleagues. Brahmin-
ical power is expressed
succinctly in the story
titled “Son-in-law of the
Government” where Brah-
mins assert themselves
and perform pujas in of-
fices despite it being un-
constitutional, but object

P i

when Dalits ask to celeb-
rate Ambedkar Jayanti.

Limbale highlights the
infighting among Dalits
when he talks of the lead-
ers of the community be-
ing interested only in
collecting  contributions.
He also exposes the almost
internalised need of some
Dalits to carry forward the
slavery of their ancestors.

This is brought out
with anger and pathos in
“The Yeskar’s Bhakri”, the
story of a Dalit village
watchman. A robbery oc-
curs on his watch and he is
accused of involvement.
He tries to find the thieves
but is unable to. His pun-
ishment is a thrashing
given to him by fellow Dal-
its on the orders of the vil-
lage patil (chieftain). To
clear his name he hangs
himself, leaving his family
destitute. His post is a
much-coveted one among
his community, and when
another Dalit is appointed
watchman, life moves on
as if nothing had
happened.

Limbale also exposes
the grip that customs have
on his community. In
“Vows”, a Dalit fulfils a vow
to the village goddess by
making his teenage son
participate in a dhadka, a
ritual in which the devotee
rushes headlong into a
temple wall. His son dies
while doing this and the
distraught mother hits her
own head against the wall
and dies as well. Instead of
expressing horror at the
deaths and the manner in
which they occurred, the
other  devotees WOrry
about whether the goddess
will curse them because a
woman had performed
dhadka.

While this reviewer
has not read the Marathi
original, there is some-

thing about the transla-
tion that, at times, feels
stilted. The translator,
Priya Adarkar, has ad-
dressed this problem in
her introductory note
where she says: “The levels
of Marathi used vary with
the character who speaks
or narrates. Itis, of course,
not always possible to con-
vey the effects of dialect in
the original, when it moves
to a different language.
One just has to approxim-
ate it with simple, less
sophisticated words.”

NARRATIVES OF
UPLIFT

Although the stories ex-
press well-worn and well-
known themes of exploita-
tion, suppression and
oppression, there is a
vigour in Limbale’s writing
that raises them from tales

of woe and self-pity to nar-

ratives of struggle, uplift
and courage.

Ifthere is criticism, it is
that the narrative seems to
have been handled
simplistically at times. Tel-
tumbde expresses this
when he says: “Limbale’s
engagement with the Dalit
universe appears tun-
nelled insofar as he either
does not confront the com-
plexity induced by capital-
ist development that has
been taking place since the

last century, or notes it but

prefers to drive past it on
the preconceived caste
road.”

Limbale is a represent-
ative of the community,
and his narratives uphold
this, but he needs to go the
extra mile. Teltumbde
sums it up when he says:
“Perceptive writers like
Limbale have a definite
role to play. They are not
expected to provide an-
swers; their roleisto hold a
mirror to society.” u
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#Y RIDDLE
% OF DESIRE

BY MANU S. PILLAIL

"7 HE first thing that strikes the

i | reader of Gurcharan Das’s new

| | book, Kama: The Riddle of Des-

|| ire, is its sheer size: Is there
really, one wonders, 550 pages
worth of fresh insight into
what he describes as a “sense-intoxi-
cating emotion”? As it happens, there
is, and Kama is a creditable attempt
to encapsulate in a single, volumi-
nous tome the author’s informed
grasp of the subject of desire. The
prose flows smoothly (despite the
odd repetition of a sentence on the
same page, and a few typographical
errors), and there is strength in Das’s
exposition, enriched by an insightful
reading of texts. Marcel Proust
makes regular intellectual appear-
ances, as does wisdom from the Mah-
abbharata. We learn from the Pan-
chatantra, even as we encounter
Sextus Propertius and Anna Karen-
ina. The book is at once a philosophi-
cal rumination as it is an explication
of legendary works of literature, and
on the whole stands on sound legs,
adding to the author’s already imp-
ressive bibliography.

There are, however, two books in
Kama. The first and more appealing of
these is where desire is investigated
through a broad sweep of history, and a
study of the perennial contest between

“kamaoptimists” and “kamapessimists”
(avery interesting categorisation). The
former welcome desire as ameaningful
purpose in life in its own right, and
Vatsyayanabelongsin this category; the
latter perceive desire as another human
limitation to surpass in order to arrive
in the vicinity of true meaning. The
pessimists, as any Indian could tell,
appear to have won most battles and
Das points out that while the Victorians
heightened our passion for competitive
prudishness, there was always a general

“surfeit of kama pessimism” in Indian

w4 e zs Gurcharan Das
Kama: The Riddle of Desire | Penguin Allen Lane | 320 pages | Rs 799

Expatiation Riddied By A Tale

Das’s erudite treatise on the nature of desire—its opposite pulls and its shape in
literature—is weakly illumined by a fictional prop with cardboard characters

philosophical traditions. The Maha-
bharata is a case in example, where

kamais a “many-coloured, brilliant and

strange tree”, born from ignorance,
anger, ego, ambition, sorrow and much

else that falls necessarily in a catalogue

of negative things.

Told as a fictional memoir, the voice we
hearis meant to be that of Amar’s,aman
who grows up in the Nehruvian age, and
is an older, wiser soul by the time of
Vajpayee. He exemplifies the battle bet-

—

Although detailed analyses
of desire are framed by
fictional dialogue and
events, they overwhelm the
story itself. One is not
convinced that Amar, the
protagonist, is speaking.

ween kama optimists and pessimists,
forever caught between middle-class
morality and his own individual yearn-
ings. But often the tone switches, unin-
tentionally, from the Amar of fiction to
that of Das, the writer of non-fiction.
Although the detailed analyses of desire
are framed by fictional dialogue or eve-
nts, they sometimes overwhelm the
story, testing the flow of the narrative.
They offer factoids of great interest
which, however, reveal a structural infir-

mity in the book. So, for instance, we
learn of a survey of 1,152 women that
found that they tended to time extra-
marital sex with periods of ovulation, or
that female infidelity is highest in
Sweden and lowest in China. Then there
arediscussions on the Kumarasambhava
and Satyajit Ray’s Charulata. These are
all interesting in their own right, except
that the reader is not convinced that
Amar is the one speaking.

The fictional tale in the book is recog-
nisable, though, because the feelings
that so exercise the minds and hearts of
its characters are familiar. So, even as
Amar’s infatuation for an upper-class
girl is followed by a discussion on the
Rig Veda and Freud, one does feel for
Amar. There is fairly often, though, a
whiff of cliche in the story, not least in
one of the last scenes featuring a dra-
matic twist at a train station, or the
tragedy that befalls the girl as she grows
into both a frustrated woman and a
frustrating lover. The characters are
predictable, though one wonders whe-
ther this is because human beings tend
to be predictable when it comes to
matters of the heart and the emotions
thatresult. While clearly Das intends to
weave his study of desire through the
life of these people, this format is not
entirely compelling, and it is the some-
times essay length analtyses of kama
thatreally stand out and offerideas and
inferences that sparkle—not the fiction
that tries to hold it all together.

Onesuspectsthat the fictional element
in the book was an attempt to bridge the
world of the diverse texts, which Das
surveys with comfortable authority,
with the raw emotions of human experi-
ence. That bridge is shaky, however, and
the result is that while half the book is
genuinely interesting, the other half
leaves one dissatisfied; that ever so often
the reader is tempted to skip pages and
return to those parts where the voice
belongs not to Amar, but to Das, that
excellent writer of non-fiction. (1
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Shahrvar: A Life in Poetry | HarperCollins | 256 pages | Rs 599

m. Divisions Made Nazms

4 A masterful minimalist with measured tones,

,Q.uusHANDMAL‘L Shahryar fused traditonal and modern idioms

BY BINDU MENON

%, HAHRYAR’S recitations at
mushairas bore a trademark
nonchalance. A languid drawl.
No high notes. No shrill ex-
cesses. Much like his poetry,
that spoke to you like an inti-
mate friend, yet touched the soul. It
is this timeless quality of his poetry
that Rakshanda Jalil brings out deft-
lyin her book Shahryar: A Life in Poe-
try. It unravels the essence of his
poetic vision, which was “to speak of
the world, to the world”.

Born as Kunwar Akhlag Muhammed
Khan, he took Shahryar as a nom de
plume in his later years. It was deemed
that Shahryar would join the police
force like his father and elder brother.
But the rich cultural life in the Aligarh
Muslim University of the 1950s and the
active encouragement of friends and
mentors ensured that Shahryar found
his calling as a poet and academic.

Shahryar was a man not bound by
isms. Though a self-confessed Marxist,
hewasnotanatheist. He was influenced
by the radically opposed schools of tho-
ught—the progressivists and the mod-
ernists—but he was never one of them.
According to Jalil, Shahryar’s seminal
contribution to modern Urdu literature
was to marry the traditional and con-
temporary idiom together and infuse
the ghazal with a new rang (colour) and
ahang (melody). And, as Gulzar obse-
rved, he also bridged the distance bet-
ween the ghazal and nazm, the shorter

He was a self-confessed
Marxist, but not an
atheist. Influenced by
both the progressives
and modernists,
Shahryar belonged to
neither camp.

and younger form of Urdu poetry.

The book explores many facets of
Shahryar’s poetic vision—the recurring
motifs of dream, sleep and thirst in his
poems, his felicity with words and his
concernswith therelationshipbetween
men and women, and sexuality that is
neither overt nor coy. Jalil refuses to
dwell too much on Shahryar’s personal
life and wrench out reasons for the dis-
location and melancholy in some of his
poetry, terming it unfair to his creative
process. She also believes Shahryar’s
limited oeuvre in film lyricism does not
define his poetry. '

His movie songs have remained time-
less, like the unsettling Seene meinjalan
and Ajeeb saneha from the movie
Gaman, reflecting the cold impassivity
of urban life, or the haunting melodies
of Umrao Jaan. But Jalil believes the
general obsession with his film songs do
disservice to a Jnanpith awardee who
produced six highly regarded volumes
of poetry and two editions of collected
works. Nevertheless, they underline
Shahryar’s masterful brevity in convey-
ing emotions. He also refrained from
using izaafat, or coining new expres-
sions using hyphenated words. His
poetry is bereft of extreme views or
agenda-driven polemics, yet they con-
vey a disquiet that speaks louder than
the most fiery rhetoric: Tumhare shahr
mein kuchh bhi huwa nahin hai kya/Ke
tumne cheekhon ko sachmuch suna
nahin haikya (Has nothing happened in
this city of yours?/ Have you really not
heard the screams?)

If at all there was any ambiguity
in his poems, there was none in
Shahryar’s position on the Art vs
Life debate. He had said, “If such a
situation arises where I am forced
to choose between life and art, I will
choose life. Poetry is nothing more
than this for me.”

As scholar Gopi Chand Narang
summed it up, “Shahryar’s urge was
inner and his own.” (i)

Bulbul Sharma

Love and Learning
Under the Magnolia |
Westland

A romance between nouveau
riche and noblesse d’épée—a
widowed maharani, no less—set
amid the unspoilt beauty of the
remote, real-life mountain village
of Shaya, which the author has
called home for the past three
decades, this novel portrays a
clash of cultures that goes on until
snootiness is shaken offin a
surprisingly literal manner.

surender Mohan
Pathak

Conman | Westland

.60" N

The 122nd book of the ‘Sunil
series’, translated from Hindji, is
about a WhatsApp conman—later
the murderee—and his hapless
female victim, later the suspect.
Plenty of stern questioning of
the sleuth pins interest down,
for there’s something to be said
for ‘Sunilian sense’. Plus, a hotel
room numbered 506, while ‘an
overcoat-clad figure’, his ‘collar
turned up’, flits by!

An archaeologist digging in
Khajuraho for another temple, a
dual crush on a boss, as well as the
king who built the temple “with
the most sex stuff on the walls”—
meet the feisty Trisha Singh, who
then is transported to 1022 AD,
meeting not only the ‘sexy’ king

in person, but encounters courtly
intrigue and cruelty.
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Tony Cotton reviews On

teaching and learning

mathematics with

IS awareness. ATM. ISBN

blasbess 978 1 9121850407 £12

members. £16 non-
members.

What do you expect
from a book review?
A précis so that you
can decide whether
this is a book that will
be of interest to you?
An opinion? Enough
information to decide
whether or not to make a purchase? Or, simply,
something that will b= of interest in itself?

On teaching and lear:ing mathematics with awareness
is a collection of reflections written by the ATM
Science of Education group. Whilst it was put together
over a single weekend, it is the result of three years
thoughtful discussion and exploration. This allows the
book o be a slow, thoughtful, reflection and a coherent
collection. The book i1s organised in four sections: A
diary to give the read=r insight into what it was like to
be a member of the Science of Education Working
Group; a collection ¢i the tasks that were worked on
in the meetings; individual member’s writing “sparked-
off” by the collaboraiive work on the tasks; and a
selection of reflections on the writings of Gattegno,
the man who lies at the heart of the book.

There is an assumpiion that the reader understands
that Gattegno and his writings are constantly present
in the text. We all do this with our gurus, assuming
ithat they are ever piesent in everyone’s lives. He
is introduced in the t=xt on page 4 through his last
address to the ATM conference in 1988. He said:

People often say ‘I teach them, but they don't
learn”. Well, if you know that, stop teaching. Not
resign from your jcb: stop teaching in the way that
doesn’t reach people, and try to understand what

there is to do for you to become daily more skilled
in helping these youngsters furnish their minds with
things which are so elementary that, where they
take 5 years today, one can do them in 18 months,
sometimes less.

So, the challenge for the reader, and the challenge the
writers took on was to explore how to stop teaching
in the way that has become habitual and how to start
teaching in a way that will, “unleash the power of the
learner.” The reader is supported through this process,
invited to pause and watch animations. We are taught
how to notice. We are taught to become aware of how
our awarenesses develop.

The reader is offered tasks to explore, firstly for
themselves with theoretical discussion of how
awareness develops and then, in section 2, the
same tasks are presented so that we can use them
in our classrooms. As the book suggests, these are
tasks to be worked on rather than worked through.
The third section digs deeper. Extended reflections
from the members of the group, often on the same
tasks, but with a slow and detailed discussion of how
the writer’s thinking developed whilst exploring a
piece of mathematics. What fascinates me is how, to
quote Gattegno again, “images and dynamics be the
forerunner of words”. The text only exists as it does
because of the power of the images that are offered.
Something we can all take back to our teaching.

The book closes with an article On algebra by Caleb
Gattegno, first published in MT105 in December 1983.
I close this review as the article closes. If this passage
resonates, | suggest you buy the book:

As soon as we see that because mathematics is
of the mind we must concern ourselves with the
inner life of our students and, in particular as we do
here, with their awareness of the dynamics of the
mind, we cast an entirely new light on the subject
and on its transformation into life-giving activities
which contribute to each of our students’ personal
evolution and hence a more responsible situating
of themselves in the future descending upon us.
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JACKLEWIS

RY SHOBHIT MAHAJAN

/’ | ROUND 300,000 years ago, a

i \ new species emerged from the

/ﬁ ;/ \ now extinct Homo erectus.
/11| Homo sapiens differed from its

J ‘,f ’ 'xii | predecessor in several ways but

‘ the most importani difference

was the increase in brain size. A larger

brain led to greater specialisation of its

functionality, which in turn led to thi-
ngs we consider uniquely human—the

development of language, sophisticat-
ed tools and the ability to form social

bonds and collaborate with people.
Social bonding led fo the formation of
large cooperative groups, called InGro-
ups, whose membership proved to be

crucial for the survival of the species.

Despite what Facebook 1night claim,
our cognitive capacity limits the number
of individuals with whom we can main-
tain stable social relationships. This
number, called the Dunbar number, is
around 150. Inagroup of roughly this size,
harmony and cooperation was possible
with social mores which defined accept-
able orunacceptable behavioiir. However,
meaningful cooperation on a larger scale
needed other constructs like religion.
‘With religion came the concept of sin—
defined simply as forbidden behaviour.

[t was only in the 6th century CE that
alist of seven deadly sins was drawn up
by Pope Gregory. These werc pride, glu-
ttony, lust, sloth, greed, envy and wrath.
Stripped of the religious mumbo-jumbo,
these were basically traits which were
acknowledged to be detrimental to
individuals as well as the InGroup. Lab-
ellingbad behaviour did not imake it any
rarer—it just led to more guilt. But why
have these traits persisted? What are
the biological and psychological dimen-
sions of these capital vices? .Jack Lewis,
a neuroscientist and a television pre-
senter, seeks to explore this terrain.

Studying the human brain was well-
nighimpossible till the 20th century. The
wounded of the twoworld wars, especially

wa

re 2igs  Jack Lewis
|

he Seience of Sin: Why we do the things we know we shouldn't | Bloomsbury | 304 pages | Rs 499

those with brain injuries, offered doctors
aunique opportunity tolearn aboutbrain
structure and correlated functionalities.
Subsequently, with the development of
tools like CAT and MRI scans, scientists
could glean information about the amaz-
ingly complex organ. In the 1990s, with
the advent of the technique of functional
MRI, scientists could finally localise brain
activity in various parts of the brain and
correlate it to stimuli and behaviour.
Lewis looks at each of the seven deadly
sinsin their many dimensions. Using the
enormous amount of scientific data on
the human brain that has accumulated

Apart from neuroscienc

Lewis uses evolutionary

' | psychology to explain

" human behaviour. But the
| latter’s findings aren’t

1 verifiable. It’s misleading

.| and the major lacuna here.

over the years with MRI and other tech-
niques, he tries to explain how the neural
circuitry of the brain is involved not only
in tempting us to be sinful, but also how
it restrains us. This can all get pretty
complicated, with terms like the Medial
orbitofrontal cortex (OFC) and the
Rostral anterior cingulate cortex (ACC)
etc, thrown around. Fortunately, the
nitty gritty of neuroscience is buta small
part of the discussion of each of the vices.
What make the book interesting are

Gloriousily Sinful Are Our Ways

The seven deadly sins—no-go areas for us for millennia—are picked
threadbare with a wealth of neuro-scientific data in this readable study

the socio-cultural, contemporary and
historical sidelights woven together
with anecdotes and curious trivia. For
instance, in his discussion on sloth, he
talks about the case of a South Korean
couple who were so completely absor-
bed in a game that featured caring for a
virtual infant that they accidentally sta-
rved their own three-month-old child to
death. Or his discussion on how Face-
bookandreality TV, unlike all the world’s
major religions, is an ideal breeding
ground for narcissism, which he links
with the vice of pride. Prideis considered
to be the “queen of all sins”—an exagger-
ated sense of entitlement and self-imp-
ortance would make it easier for one to
feel justified in taking more than their
fair share. In this reading, pride leads to
other sins like lust, greed and sloth.
Apart from neuroscience, Lewis uses
evolutionary psychology—where human
behaviour is linked to evolutionary adap-
tations—to explain human behaviour.
Unfortunately, evolutionary psychology
is methodologically and theoretically
controversial, since among other short-
comings, its findings are not verifiable.
Intermingling such explanations with
hardcore neurobiology misleads the
non-specialist into thinking that both
are on an equal footing as scientific theo-
ries go. This is a major lacuna in a well-
written and immensely readable book.
We humans are fallible and prone to
giving in to our deep-rooted impulses,
which are mediated through the com-
plex external environment we inhabit.
These impulses can have both good and
bad outcomes. Apart from various med-
ical interventions which can curb pat-
hologicalbehaviour, Lewis also suggests
various strategies that can be used at an
individual level so that we can better
manage these innermost impulses that
ultimately make us unhealthy, unhappy
and unproductive. The best advice
turns out to be still what has been
known to wise men for millennia—
moderation in one’s behaviour. [J
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UPFRONT

9 he noted British new::paper,
The Guardian, has acquired an
early version of a bool, Full Dis-
4 closure, written by the porn film
star, Stormy Daniels (Stephanie Clif-
ford), about her life and alleged affair
with President Donald Trumyp. Apart
from highlighting the president’s quirky
personal characteristics, itis also rich in
salacious detail about the putative affair.
Once published, it will probably comple-
ment what two other books, including
Michael Wolf{’s Fire and Fury: Inside
the Trump White House and Omarosa
Manigault’s Unhinged: An In:ider’s Ac-
count of The Trump White Hose, have
revealed both about the tribulations of
the campaign trial and the subsequent
chaotic workings of the White House
under the Trump presidency.

Bob Woodward’s book, Fear: Trump
wn the White House, is also replete with
details pertaining to the turbulence that
has marked decision-making within
the White House since Trumy) assumed
office. Woodward, a journalist with an
extraordinary pedigree harking back to
the days when he and Carl Bernstein of
The Washington Post broke the story on
the Watergate burglary, does not, unlike
the other tell-all accounts published
thus far, write in breathless prose.
However, he provides detailec, telling
and troubling accounts about how the
president reached a series of critical de-
cisions laden with much import for both
the United States and the world.

Trump’s choices on a serics of mat-
ters dealing with South Asian politics
will be of particular interest to the
readers of this magazine. Among other
matters, Woodward devotes « fair bit
of a. chapter to Trump’s views about
Afghanistan. He reminds readers
that during the campaign, Trump had
repeatedly and sharply criticised the
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By Sumit Ganguly

FEAR: TRUMP IN THE
WHITE HOUSE
Hob Woodward
Simon & Schuster
420 pages; 3467 (UK price)

Despite Tramp's stated
fondmness for Modi,
McMaster was unable
| to convince Trump to
i
1

invite Modi to Camp
David. Tromp decided
o simply host him at
the White House

US involvement in Afghanistan and
had threatened to withdraw American
forces from the country if elected.

Once in office, he hewed to his
original position even as his aides, most
notably the then National Security
Adviser General H.R. McMaster, sought
to devise a new strategy for ending the
war. Trump, sceptical of any plan that
involved adding more troops, had little
use for the new strategy and categori-
cally told McMaster as much in rather
colourful language. More to the point he
even countered McMaster stating that
his friend, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi of India, had informed him that
the US had not benefitted from its long
nvolvement in Afghanistan. Worse

IDE THE TUMULTUOUS
RUMP WHITE HOUSE

still, Trump insisted that the People’s
Republic of China (PRC) was busy
extracting Afghanistan’s substantial
mineral wealth.

Simultaneously, he made clear to
his aides that the payments to Pakistan
would have to end unless it was willing
to cooperate. On the questions of Paki-
stan and Afghanistan, Trump proved
to be unyielding. However, the hawkish
Senator from South Carolina, Lindsay
Graham, eventually persuaded him to
augment American forces in Afghani-
stan arguing that a failure to stabilise
the country would inevitably damage
his presidency. )

Ironically, despite Trump’s stated
fondness for Modi, Woodward also
reports that it was McMaster who
had to make a spirited but ultimately
unsuccessful case for inviting Modi to
Camp David. Despite McMaster’s ad-
vocacy, Trump decided to simply host
Modi at the White House. This curious
unwillingness to invite Modi to Camp
David notwithstanding, Woodward
shows that Trump genuinely believes in
the power of personal diplomacy. This
is evident from the discussions that
Woodward recounts about Trump’s
dealings with Chinese president Xi .
Jinping. When the PRC signed off on a
raft of new sanctions on North Korea,
Trump attributed them to his personal
chemistry with Xi. Yet, true to his
mercurial self, he had no compunctions
about imposing significant tariffs on
the PRC when it suited his perceived
electoral needs. As he completes nearly
two years in office, Woodward’s book
provides a fascinating aperture into the
tumultuous White House. =

Sumit Ganguly is a Distinguished
Professor of Political Science, Indiana
Unzoersity, Bloomington
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SILENT KILLERS

By Ajai Saki

l " onen Bergman takes his title
I from the Talmudic injunc-
‘ tion, ‘If someone comes to
, V\ kill you, rise up and kill him
i 4 first’. Israel’s roots are inex-
tricably intertwined with the rejection
of the passivism that afflicted European
Jews—contemptuously, Muselmdin-

tive? And are they justifiable? Berg-
man asserts that Israel’s campaign of
assassination constitutes ‘a long string
of impressive tactical successes, but also
disastrous strategic failures’. He argues,
further, that Israel paid a ‘high moral
price... for the use of such power’.

The arguments in support of this
thesis occur episodically and are perhaps
the book’s weakest element, harvesting
each failure or excess to assert that tar-
geted killings don’t work, or are counter-
productive. And yet, Bergman concedes
‘the assassination weapon, based on
intelligence that is “nothing less than
exquisite” is what made Israel’s war on
terror the most effective ever waged by
a ‘Western’ country. On numerous occa-
sions, it was targeted killing that saved
Israel from very grave crises’. Elsewhere,

NEW.YORK Times bisraeyeh

 THE SECRET HiSToRy
ner—that sent them, unresisting, to the
slaughterhouses of the Holocaust. They
are equally enmeshed with the intel-
ligence apparatus and the campaign of
targeted killings that entrenched itself
in the pre-state era and, subsequently, in
the state’s strategy of survival.

Targeted killings were not merely a
tactical and strategic option, but also a
moral choice. Open warfare was to be
waged only ‘when the sword is on our
throat’. Neutralising a few ‘major figures’
often prevented greater conflagra-

8 RONEN BERGMAN

RISE AND KILL FIRST:
The Secret History of
Israel's Targeted
Assassinations

by RONEN BERGMAN he asserts “it is very hard to predict how
tions and the loss of ‘untold numbers Published by John Murray history will proceed after someone is
of soldiers and civilians on both sides’. 3899; 755 pages shotin the head”. But then, it is equally

However, such a strategy can lose direc-
tion, as we find through a history of
extraordinary professionalism as well
as of incompetence and loss of control.
The consequences of the latter are
disastrous, particularly in phases where
indiscriminate violence brought odium
and isolation on Israel.

Bergman’s narrative is master-
ful, and astonishing in its detail on a
subject that is shrouded in secrecy and
buried under Israel’s rigid censorship
laws. Bergman, however, discovered
that ‘everyone wants to speak about
what they've done’. In an age when the
leading countries have adopted Israel-
initiated tactics of targeted assassina-
tion, drone warfare and extraordinary
rendition, this is mandatory reading
for anyone even remotely interested in
counterterrorism. But the purpose of
Bergman’s fascinating work is not mere
documentation; it is to address the twin
questions: are targeted killings effec-
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hard to predict the course of history if
certain people aren’t shot in the head!
These are poor arguments, led by faith,
rather than evidence.

Bergman uses the expression ‘ter-
rorisnt’ rather loosely, as indeed do many
Israelis, applying it to operations even
when targets were state entities and sol-
diers, or armed and violent Arab forma-
tions. He fails to build unrelenting Arab
and Palestinian hatred, excesses and
atrocities into the logic of his critique
of targeted killings, preferring to treat
these as nothing more than background
information, with no clear impact on
strategic or moral issues. Nevertheless,
there is a treasure-house of material in
Rise and Kill First that will allow read-
ers to judge these issues on their own.
And, for a book just short of 800 pages,
it makes for surprisingly easy reading.

The author is the executive director
of the Institute for Conflict Management

D




Vi

The Story of Kashmir and Its People
Beyond the Metanarrative of

Political Conflict

HAFSA KANJWAL

Hhe edited volume Kashmir: History,
Politics, Representation brings to-

Kashmir, ranging from the 14th century
into the present day. The collection
features interdisciplinary work from a
wide range of fields, including literature,
film and media studies, gender studies,
history, political science, anthropology,
religious studies, and sociology. Shifting
the lens from the high politics of the

‘Kashmir “conflict,” to “less well-known

aspects and areas of Kashmir,” it seeks to
destabilise the notion of Kashmir as sim-
ply a disputed territory (p 3). In doing
so, it aims to

illuminate the diversity and range of experi-

ences, ideas, institutions, individuals, forms

of resistance and interactions with the out-
side world that have shaped, and continue to

shape, Kashmir and its people. (p ix)

The study of Kashmir has made sub-
stantial progress from the time when it
was mired in scholarly disputes over the
nature of events in 1947, or analysis of
the multiple causes of the armed uprising
against the Indian state in the late 1980s.
As a result, the sheer range of scholarly
possibilities that the volume as a whole
considers, is promising.

Diversity in Perspectives

The volume reflects a number of recent
developments in the historiography of
Kashmir. One, the essays expand the
geographical focus from the Kashmir
Valley to the other regions of the princely
state of Jammu and Kashmir that are
“very much a part of the Kashmir dispute”
(p 3). In situating the importance of
Azad Kashmir in instigating the Kashmir
dispute through the little examined
Poonch rebellion against the Dogra rule,
Christopher Snedden’s work depicts its
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Kashimir: History, Politics, Representation edited
by Chitralekha Zutshi, Cambridge, UK; NY, USA; Melbourne,
Australia; New Delhi and Singapore: Cambridge University
Press, 2018; pp xii+338, price not indicated.

contested relationship within Pakistan;
Azad Kashmir is highly dependent on
Pakistan, and therefore “lacks integrity as
a genuinely autonomous entity.” Martin
Sokefeld’s work in Gilgit-Baltistan shows
the antagonistic political aspirations of
the people of the region, who wish to
fully integrate into Pakistan, but continue
to be treated as part of a “disputed terri-
tory” and thus do not enjoy the full merits
of citizenship. Mohita Bhatia’s compelling
look into caste politics in Jammu reveals
how everyday Dalit assertion against the
upper castes can still coexist with their
participation in a pro-Hindu and nation-
alist politics that stands in contrast to
Kashmiri Muslim aspirations for free-
dom in the Valley (p 11). Here, regional/
religious identity overshadows broader
caste identities and solidarities.

While attention to the multilayered
politics of the entire state is important in
understanding the diversity within the
state, one must note that it has often
been misappropriated by particular po-
litical agendas that seek to undermine
the demand for self-determination—not
just in the Kashmir Valley—but also
throughout the state. Indeed, in an arti-
cle for Kindle Magagzine anthropologist
Mona Bhan asks, “To what extent is this
narrative meant to detract from the
foundational question of Kashmir’s dis-
puted political status in order to reinforce
the justness and legitimacy of India’s
rule over Kashmir?” While the edited
volume calls for a multipronged approach
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to addres: this diversity in any solution
to the Ka:hmir dispute, it is crucial that
this diver: ity not be utilised to showcase
the “intrac table nature of political divides
in the sta:=,” or to undermine legitimate
demands for self-determination, from
wherever they may arise (Bhan 2016).

Furthermore, it is equally important to .

foregrourd the role of the state and
other inst tutions in crafting or manipu-
lating exi-ting divisions along religious/
regional/ ot linguistic lines.

Second, these essays also show how
particula; manifestations of religious
identity s well as relations between
diverse religious communities come to be
construci-d over a historical period and
in respoise to specific socio-econoriiic
developiients. In doing so, they shift
our atteidon away from essentialist
understar lings of religious identities and
their ini ractions. Mridu Rai’s essay
examine: how Kashmiri Muslims used
the coloial archaeological project in
Kashmir s a means to demand conirol
over reli¢ ous spaces, as well as political
rights as 1 community. Not unlike colo-
nial prac ices of statecraft such as the
census, “ircheology ended up amplify-
ing religiusly defined identities within
commuii; ies” (p 27).

Chitral-kha Zutshi’s essay foregrounds
contestations over urban space—in par-
ticular, si.cines—under the Dogras, how
these coriestations came to shape how
Islam in | ashmir would be defined, and
how Kasticairi Muslim protests against the
state wou ld take form. Haley Dushinski’s
article o Kashmiri Hindus showcases
how hom sgenising community discouses
by Kashuriiri Pandit organisations after
1990 “refiected and refracted right-wing
majoritai 1an projects of the saffron wave
of Hindu 1 .ationalism” (p 172). This affinity
was cons: ucied over a series of events; it
was not a ieleological given at the time of
Pandit migration to Jammu. In addition,
Ananya .ahanara Kabir's essay on the
changing representations of Kashmir in
popular ludian cinema since the 1960s
highlight: how India’s anxieties about its
own Musiim population, especially in the
context of the war on terror, are able to
ideologiclly co-opt the Kashmir issue,
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and portray Kashmiri Musli: s as violent
ferrorisis, All of these essay: underscore
how colonial practices of stz ecraft, con-
festations over religious space, migra-
tion, and cinema shape parf cular mani-
festations of religious ide tities, and
their relationship to the stai .

Third, these essays also sit ate Kashmir
in a longue durée of relations, politics,
and identities. Using a numbe of different
texts, including hagiograpiiies, across
centuries, Dean Accardi’s -ssay shows
how the indigenous medieal mystics,
lal Ded and Nund Rishi, we e deployed
for diverse political ends by the writers
of these texts. In the act « narration,
tiowever, they became einbedded in
the Kashmiri spiritual lan-scape. The
“cumulative result of these 1+ rellings is a
vieaving of these saints deepe - and deeper
into the fabric of Kashmir, ar d Kashmiri
identity, thus rendering th:m synony-
mous with Kashmir itself,” / ccardi con-
cludes (p 262). Vanessa Cli shti’s work
examines the Kashmiri shav! as central
to Furopean represeitation: of Kashmir
inthe late 18th and 19th centiiries. When
Fashmiri shawls were deem: d exclusive
and authentic, Kashmir wa: posited as
an untouched paradise in European nar-
ratives. As Europe began to mss-produce
shawls, the desire for Kashiniri shawls
fell, and the representation ~f Kashmir
shifted. As Chishti argues, ‘he “Valley
came to be seen as a frontier ¢ ¢ the British
empire and the theater for By tish capital
and enterprise” (p 280).

Contemporary Politics

The remainder of the ess~vs directly
confront the politics of the 1 resent. An-
drew Whitehead’s essay uses he story of
Naya (New) Kashimnir to show how “there
has been no enduring settlems nt between
Iashmiri and Indian natioralisms, no
agreement about the extent o+ autonomy
for the state, and it is not hare o see why
such a resolution has proved so elusive”
(p 86). Shehla Hussain writes of the
shifting meanings of the t-rm azaadi
from the 1930s to the present She dispels
the notion of freedom as a recent con-
struct, and argues that its meaning must
be broadened from political erancipation
to a “concept informed by hurman dignity,
economic equity and social justice” (p 9o).

27

Reeta Chowdhari Tremblay asks whether
good governarce can mitigate people’s
demands for freedom. She argues that it
cannot, as it does not address “the deep-
er demands for dignity and spcial justice
that are integral ... to Kashmiris’ sense
of religion and regional identity” (p 11).
In the last chapter, Suvir Kaul looks at a
number of poems to explore trauma and
resistance. He argues that these poems
are not just a mearns of resistance, but also
challenge tropes of loss, discord, and dis-
possession itself, in an attempt to build
towards a more ethical future and serve
as a conduit of political mobilisation.

While the chapters each push the
direction of Kashmir Studies in the
aforementioned directions, the introduc-
tory chapter by Zutshi entitled “New
Directions in the Study of Kashmir,” fails
to truly break ground in articulating the
“newness” in approaches to studying
Kashmir. This is especially surprising in
light of Zutshi’s own previous works,
Languages of Belonging: Islam, Regional
Identity, and the Making of Kashmir; as well
as Kashmir’s Contested Pasts: Narratives,
Geographies, and the Historical Imagina-
tion, which tread similar ground. The intro-
duction also upholds a number of (Indian)
statist perspectives, not dissimilar to an
carlier round of historiography that
sought to reclaim Kashmir for India.

In the introduction, the region of
Kashmir is defined in reference to
historical literature—in both Sanskrit
and Persian—as well as Kashmir’s incor-
poration into the princely state of Jammu
and Kashmir in the colonial period.
However, the scope of Kashmir Studies
itself is not examined. Why is it important

to even have “Kashmir Studies” and what
are some of its important thematic and
theoretical contributions? While the in-
troduction makes reference to how the
set of essays reflect the failures of the
postcolonial era, more could be said in
interrogating the use of both “colonial”
and “postcolonial” in relation to Kashmir.

Further, the introduction argues that
the set of essays transcend the meta-
narratives of political conflict, to probe
other, equally significant, arenas of conflict
that inform the Kashmir dispute (p 3).
What is seen a “political conflict” is not
clarified—indeed, a vast majority of the
essays do touch upon politics, broadly
defined—and the political conflict is
implicated and plays a crucial role in the
types of questions a vast majority of the
essays examine. Thus, it is perhaps not
useful to “transcend” political conflict, but
rather, foreground it as working alongside
other arenas of conflict. For example, it
would be difficult to imagine the extent
of gender violence in Seema Kazi’s essay
without foregrounding the political con-
ditions upon which Indian forces are
able to exercise complete impunity.

Challenging ‘Conflict’

In addition, when speaking of Kashmir,
the language that scholars use is laden
with particular meanings and political
intent. For there to indeed be a new
direction in Kashmir Studies, we must
be, first and foremost, ready to shed the
burden of nationalist discourses that
continue to idealise the nation state, and
Kashmiri aspirations as being simply
“alienated” from this ideal. This begins
with challenging the use of the term
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“conflict” as it foregrounds Indian and
Pakistani nationalist narratives over
those of Kashmiris (which the volume
purportedly seeks to do). At what point,
then, do we shift our frames from seeing
Kashmir more accurately as a military
occupation instead of an interstate “con-
flict?” In the introduction, and elsewhere,
there are also repeated references to the
“insurgency,” and “secessionist” politics
which once again foregrounds Indian
statist narratives, and frames the issue
exclusively from a security lens.

Indeed, there are a number of times in
the introduction where an attempt is made
to reclaim Kashmir, in particular for the
Indian state, by asking how national

‘movements can be accommodated within

states instead of being seen as threats to
the national interest. Zutshi states, “Kashmiri

L ]
nationalism, which at one time seemed

perfectly aligned with the narrative of
Indian nationalism, now seemed irrec-
oncilable with it” (p 9). A cursory look at
Kashmiri nationalism will reveal how it
was always deeply fractured and contested;
while a particular elite group of Kashmiri
leaders may have identified with Indian
nationalism, there is no evidence to suggest
that “Kashmiri nationalism,” as a whole,
did so. Even this elite group had their own
qualms about Indian nationalism, as we
can see in the case of Sheikh Abdullah.
Zutshi also argues, “Kashmiris seek to
distance themselves from India and claim
a greater identification of Kashmir with
the Islamic world, defined increasingly
in West Asian rather than South Asian
terms.” One could of course question
why Kashmir needs to be reclaimed

Adding Meaning to ‘Democracy’

SHRUTI JAIN

hus far we have demanded “school-
ing” with the belief that it auto-
L ‘matically leads to “learning,” points
out Rukmini Banerjee in her article
in the book Claiming India from Below:
Activism and Democratic Transformation.
Banerjee shows how this realisation in
itself is important, and that what is lack-
ing is in fact “learning” and not schooling.
This realisation then could become the
basis of community intervention and initi-
atives to make “sarkari” schools as “our”
schools. This, in my opinion, captures the
spirit of this book, to figure out what is
lacking and to add that meaning to the
democratic structures through community
participation, so that they become “ours,”
public in the true sense of the word.
Democracy and development, unfor-
tunately, have come to sound like words
that have lost their meaning; as they
remain oblivious of, apathetic to and
arrogant towards the ordinary people,
their wisdom, and dignity. Often the
processes that unfold in the name of
democracy remain contrary to its essence.
Itis an achievement of this book to bring
together the voices of social movements,
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Claiming India from Below: Activism aud
Denocratic Transformation edited by Vipul Mudgal,
Oxon and New York: Routledge, 2016; pp xxi + 329, ¥995.

grounded researchers, academicians and
practitioners engaged in interventions
that could bring back this essence. The
focus of the book is on what can be done,
on interventions that are feasible and
workable, incorporating real-life experi-
ences and “tangible reflections.”

This book continues the legacy of the
work of the Centre for the Study of Devel-
oping Societies (csps) on alternatives
and participatory democracy and takes
a step forward. It has 18 contributions
divided under the three overlapping
themes of “Voices from below: Field
notes from India unheard” “Alterna-
tives from below: Participation for
transformation”; and “Politics from below:
Activism for interventions.” These con-
tributions, which are a result of a series
of dialogues organised over two vears
at ¢sps, are lucid and have a flow that
makes the book accessible to most, to
both scholars and general readers, as it
presents rich insights of years of sustained
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exclusivel, on South Asian terms; surely
aregion such as Kashmir, which existed
at the conluence of multiple civilisations
can go beyond the contours of South
Asia. Fuithermore, why is a greater
identificaiion with the entity known as
the “Islasi .ic world” immediately seen as
anegartive development? Perhaps a more
critical question would be to examine
exactly hiow Kashmir came to exclusive
fall withit: the ambit of “South Asia.”

Hafsa Kanjval (kanjwalh@lafayette.edu) is
an assistan: professor of South Asian History
at Lafayettc College, Pennsylvania. Her
research fo.uses on state formation in
post-partition Kashmir.
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academic engagements, activism, and
intervent ons.

This beok is no doubt extremely rele-
vantin toJay’s time when autocratic ten-
dencies within the democracy are 1ot
only gaini;ig more legitimacy but are being
celebrated  Civil society is increasingly
being atticked and delegitimised with
“anti-development” and “anti-national”
tags. Financial support to many nou-
governime ntal organisations (NGos) has
been curiniled for not having espousad
the vision of “development” as endorsed
by the government. The aufonomy of
universitics and academic institutions
has been violated continuously. The hos-
tility towards and targeting of any dis-
cerning voice is quite evident. The polari-
sation of people on caste and religious
lines has charpened.

Inanuanced introduction, Vipul Mudgal
points oui l1ow even the “charade of grass-
roots conoultation” through institutions
like the Pranning Commission has been
given up (p 5). The day-to-day engage-
ment with governance is becoming more
virtual ard distanced, excluding many,
especially ihe already marginalised com-
munities. “ach is the politics of knowledge
that the policy discourses get hijackad
by the paiicywalas, the experts and the
bureauciiis along with the policy-
researchw las, the thriving consulcants.
This “elite capture” of important policies
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“conflict” as it foregrounds Indian and
Pakistani nationalist narratives over
those of Kashmiris (which the volume
purportedly seeks to do). At what point,
then, do we shift our frames from seeing
Kashmir more accurately as a military
occupation instead of an interstate “con-
flict?” In the introduction, and elsewhere,
there are also repeated references to the
“insurgency,” and “secessionist” politics
which once again foregrounds Indian
statist narratives, and frames the issue
exclusively from a security lens.

Indeed, there are a number of times in
the introduction where an attempt is made
to reclaim Kashmir, in particular for the
Indian state, by asking how national
movements can be accommodated within
states instead of being seen as threats to
the national interest. Zutshi states, “Kashmiri

nationalism, which at one time seemed
perfectly aligned with the narrative of
Indian nationalism, now seemed irrec-
oncilable with it” (p 9). A cursory look at
Kashmiri nationalism will reveal how it
was always deeply fractured and contested;
while a particular elite group of Kashmiri
leaders may have identified with Indian
nationalism, there is no evidence to suggest
that “Kashmiri nationalism,” as a whole,
did so. Even this elite group had their own
qualms about Indian nationalism, as we
can see in the case of Sheikh Abdullah.
Zutshi also argues, “Kashmiris seek to
distance themselves from India and claim
a greater identification of Kashmir with
the Islamic world, defined increasingly
in West Asian rather than South Asian
terms.” One could of course question
why Kashmir needs to be reclaimed

Adding Meaning to ‘Democracy’

SHRUTI JAIN

hus far we have demanded “school-
| ing” with the belief that it auto-
AL matically leads to “learning,” points
out Rukmini Banerjee in her article
in the book Claiming India from Below:
Activism and Democratic Transformation.
Banerjee shows how this realisation in
itself is important, and that what is lack-
ing is in fact “learning” and not schooling.
This realisation then could become the
basis of community intervention and initi-
atives to make “sarkari” schools as “our”
schools. This, in my opinion, captures the
spirit of this book, to figure out what is
lacking and to add that meaning to the
democratic structures through community
participation, so that they become “ours,”
public in the true sense of the word.
Democracy and development, unfor-
tunately, have come to sound like words
that have lost their meaning; as they
remain oblivious of, apathetic to and
arrogant towards the ordinary people,
their wisdom, and dignity. Often the
processes that unfold in the name of
democracy remain contrary to its essence.
It is an achievement of this book to bring
together the voices of social movements,
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grounded researchers, academicians and
practitioners engaged in interventions
that could bring back this essence. The
focus of the book is on what can be done,
on interventions that are feasible and
workable, incorporating real-life experi-
ences and “tangible reflections.”

This book continues the legacy of the
work of the Centre for the Study of Devel-
oping Societies (csps) on alternatives
and participatory democracy and takes
a step forward. It has 18 contributions
divided under the three overlapping
themes of “Voices from below: Field
notes from India unheard”; “Alterna-
tives from below: Participation for
transformation”; and “Politics from below:
Activism for interventions.” These con-
tributions, which are a result of a series
of dialogues organised over two years
at csps, are lucid and have a flow that
makes the book accessible to most, to
both scholars and general readers, as it
presents rich insights of years of sustained
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exclusivel v on South Asian terms; surely
a region such as Kashmir, which existed
at the confluence of multiple civilisations
can go beyond the contours of South
Asia. Fuichermore, why is a greater
identificaiion with the entity known as
the “Islar ic world” immediately seen as
anegative development? Perhaps a more
critical question would be to examine
exactly how Kashmir came to exclusive
fall withiii the ambit of “South Asia.”

Hafsa Kanjwal (kanjwalh@lafayette.edu) is
an assistani professor of South Asian History
at Lafayetie College, Pennsylvania. Her
research focuses on state formation in
post-partition Kashmir.
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academic engagements, activism, and
interventions. :

This book is no doubt extrernely rele-
vantin to«lay’s timne when autocratic ten-
dencies v ithin the democracy are not
only gainii g more legitimacy but are being
celebratec Civil society is increasingly
being ait-cked and delegitimised with
“anti-development” and “anti-national”
tags. Finzncial support to many non-
governmeital organisations (NGos) has
been curiniled for not having espousead
the vision of “development” as endorsed
by the government. The autonomy of
universitics and academic institutions
has been violated continuously. The hos-
tility tow:rds and rargeting of any dis-
cerning voice is quite evident. The polari-
sation of people on caste and religious
lines has charpened.

In a nuaiced introduction, Vipul Mudgal
points oui How even the “charade of grass-
roots consultation” through institutions
like the Fianning Comrmission has been
given up (p 5). The day-to-day engage-
ment with zovernance is becoming more
virtual ai distanced, excluding maiiy,
especially the already marginalised com-
munities. :uch is the politics of knowledge
that the policy discourses get hijacked
by the policywalas, the experts and the
bureaucrais along with the policy-
researchwlas, the thriving consultants.
This “elite capture” of important policies
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and “political or legislative wisdom”
appears to be “brahminical and techno-
managerial” (p 3). The allccation of re-
sources is getting capture ! by private
interests. Mudgal highlight: the consist-
ent paradox of democracy that those
with highest stakes in ths democracy
have the least say, despite iheir increas-
ing participation in the elecioral process.
The participation of these marginalised
groups in the democracy 1= by design
“discursive and subjective rather than
systematic or institutional” (p 5).

Rajeev Bhargava in the oreword to
this book terms this phase of I dian demo-
cracy as the third phase of egitimation
crisis (the first phase being he crisis of
procedural legitimacy of el-ctions and
second phase that of sociel legitimacy
crisis wherein aspiration of representa-
tion by “own” people conseqtiently led to
a sense of betrayal). The pi~sent phase
of the crisis is that of moral legitimacy,
which according to Bhargav i, rekindles
two contradictory impulse:: impulses
that favour autocratic leader: hip, as well
as the participatory impulse: While this
book builds a case to check ihe increas-
ing anti-democratic impulsc, its main
concern remains exploratioi of spaces
and structures that can incr-ase the ca-
pacities of actual participatic 1 and inter-
vention of the ordinary pe-ple in the
sphere of democracy and poli “ymaking.

Vulnerability and Trans! rmation
The first section of the bool, “ 7oices from
Below,” highlights the role of « ivil society
oiganisations in building sc«ial capital
of groups that are structural!  rendered
villnerable, like those of misrants and
tribals. Amrita Sharma and Rajeev
IKhandelwal address the cruc al issue of
the lack of support structures for migrants
and describe how their organisation is
attempting to build collective structures
of migrants to provide them witha voice.
Soumaya Kidambi and Akaiisha Yadav
build a case for the instituticnalisation
of social audits for MGNREGS, so that
the poor could not only monitor the
delivery of services by the government
departments but also oppose ilie capture
of benefits by the powerful few. Sanjeer
Alam questions the fictitious s¢ nse of the
democratisation of the schooliiig system,

due to its expansion and increased parti-
cipation of panchayati raj institutions
(pri1s). He makes a case for equal learn-
ing opportunities to enable the poor to
access education and job opportunities
in a scenario that favours those with
high sociocultural capital.

The other three contributions in this
section highlight how the ideas of deve-
lopment and democracy are shaped
amidst social conflicts, and how these
conflicts emerge when the people are
denied their democratic rights over
natural resources. Drawing on their field
engagement in Jungle Mahal area of
Santhal Pargana, Arindam Banerjee and
Animesh Ghosh stress on strengthening
of pris in this area as it struggles with
poverty and Maoist and state violence.
Legislations like Panchayats (Extension
to Scheduled Areas) Act have limited
impact in the tribal areas with rich min-
eral resources, as the state maintains its
centralising tendency and the grip over
the natural resources. Ajay Dandekar
and Felix Padel in their respective essays
insist that preserving the right of locals
over natural resources is the way to ad-
dress the polarisation between people
and the state apparatus and its policies
in such areas. For this, a new paradigm
of development is required, which does
not consider displacement and disposses-
sion as inevitable side effects. Dandekar
illustrates how even after the introduc-
tion of new forest acts, seeking to over-
turn the colonial policy of timber extrac-
tion, the same demands of the economy
continue to be made in a “democratic
manner,” “thus ensuring that the demo-
cratic process was stymied” (p 78) and
has been infused with regressive con-
tent. The observations of these authors
have been given new meaning by the re-
cent movement of Pathalgadi, when the
Adivasi villages in Jharkhand declared
their gram sabhas as the real constitu-
tional body and a basis for self-rule,
while banning the exploitative outsiders
to emphasise their right over the jal,
jungle, jameen (water, forest, land).

This book, while acknowledging the
limitations of elections, suggests the
instruments to channel people’s voices
in impacting transformations. Sanjay
Kumar, on the basis of extensive field
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surveys, describes the political attitude of
the slum dwellers. While they accept gifts
and favours from all political parties,
the casting of votes is not a result of any
obligation but shows an agency, which,
however, remains limited only to voting.
In addition, as Trilochan Sastry elabo-
rates, more often than not, it is not an
informed choice that they make, and the
chances of victory of candidates with
wealth, illicit power and criminal back-
ground remain high. In addition, the
“forgetting” of electoral promises is also
due to the huge investment of corporate
money in elections. Atishi Marlena,
Prashant Bhushan and Reena Gupta pre-
sent a case for institutionalised mecha-
nisms of “direct democracy,” that is, the
citizen-initiated referendums or legisla-
tions or constitutional amendments, to aid
electoral democracy, decrease corporate
influence and increase the people’s say in
decision-making that impacts their lives.
For example, most people do not have
access to safe drinking water in India.
The citizens of Uruguay realising the im-
portance of this basic necessity, voted for
an initiative that demanded that access
to drinking water be enshrined in their
constitution as a human right and all
resources of water extraction, production
and commercialisation be managed on
principles of sustainability by the state
with the people’s participation (p 315).

Communication as a Right

An important concern of one section of
articles in this book is to enable the
spread of democracy through the diffu-
sion of communication technologies, in
information and in financial services.
Mudgal proposes “citizenship communi-
cation” as a new paradigm in the place
of development communication that
aided imperialist agendas. He emphasis-
es that communication be recognised as
a right, embodied in the form of right to
information (rT1), public hearings, and
social audits, to ensure transparency and
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accountability of governance and to en-
able politicisation of people. In addition,
there are tools like activity mapping,
which can enable participation and com-
munication at each level of governance
and between different government depart-
ments and citizens, as Vincy Davis de-
scribes. Ram Bhatt persuades the reader
to also stake a right on “spectrum,” and
to see it as a common resource and an is-
sue of “public interest,” not to be left out
of the purview of citizen’s rights by leav-
ing it as a technical matter. Devi Leena
Bose and Susan Koshy take this concern
forward by showing the social value of
spectrum in the form of community radio,
especially when information is to be
delivered to the “last-mile” in local lan-
guage with local emphasis, in critical
conditions like that of the floods in
Uttarakhand and the Kosi river basin in
Bihar and Nepal.

A unique feature of this book is
insightful and eloquent essays like that
of Hemachandran Karah, which is a joy
to read. Karah questions the discrimina-
tion within our knowledge and cultural
systems. He dismantles the discrimina-
tory frameworks that are founded on the
binary between ability and disability.
This binary forms the foundation of the
negative emotional and sensory presup-
positions about disability, be it a sensory
or cognitive disability. For example, as
the academic research puts a premium
on observation and excludes visually
challenged people from academic jobs in
fields involving empirical work, it ignores
the fact that “an observer’s agency is much
bigger than an ocular equipment of the
eyes” (p 206). Significantly, he suggests
how research in Indian Sign Language
could open up newer thinking about the
oral and visual phenomenon to break
new ground in fields like that of the
philosophy of language, communication
studies, acoustemology, visual aesthet-
ics and body studies (p 199).

While few articles in this book cele-
brate the democratising of society by in-
creased influence of communication tech-
nologies, Karah underlines the struggles
in a spectacle-seeking mediated society.
Remaining outside of the images “reduces
blind people’s real-life chances.” It creates
isolation. However, accessing the images
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.
through screen readers and excessive
indulgence can “trap them within an
identity, which is tied to nothing but the
image,” and does not come “without a
drain of an inner self” (p 203).

Activism and Participation
Mihir Shah in his essay correctly pins it
down both theoretically and empirically,
when he says that the desired transfor-
mations in the sphere of democracy re-
quire day-to-day struggle and working
out of feasible tasks by the civil society
and a pragmatic engagement with the
state. These tasks could include social
audits, maintenance of water systems by
the local people, running of government
schemes like the mid-day meal by the
active involvement of parents and com-
munity, peoples’ use of the rTI to stake
a claim on other rights, and through
all these, challenging the dominant
discourse and practices. He argues (as
Mathew Titus also does in his essay) for
the importance of building “powerful
corporate institutions of the poor” to
compete in the market, which he be-
lieves will be better than “predatory activ-
ities of exploitative Microfinance Institu-
tions” (p 287). However, more impor-
tantly, he highlights how civil society
organisations, instead of encouraging
people’s dependence upon them, should
see their role as that of “cascading redun-
dancy,” of making oneself redundant over
time as citizens become more capable to
engage for their rights and entitlements.
The book also offers the reader with
the voice of committed activists like
Aruna Roy, who have been involved in
social movements over long decades.
Roy in her article shares the history of
the struggle that led to coming into be-
ing of the rt1 law, so that people evolved
a system “where accountability is trans-
lated into a question asked and an an-
swer extracted, to ensure credibility and
integrity” (p 264). It is important to
know this history, this struggle of the
poor peasants and workers of Rajasthan,
lest the hard-won law gets appropriated
by the middle class, who then wish to tutor
the poor to use it (p 272). She underlines
the centrality of corporate money in the
debate about corruption and govern-
ance. Her reminders are important, as,
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in the re istance against the appropria-
tion of the legacy of progressive thought
and peorles’ struggles, one has to be
wary of ,olitical parties and nGos that
are not culy hijacking these movements
but are ¢enerating knowledge to lever-
age corp. rate interests.

While ‘claiming India” through activ-
ism and articipation, this book indicates

the diffs rent meanings that activisrm ..

and part cipation tend to assume. Activ-
ism is as much about protesting and mo-
bilising people, as it is about malking
ground [ r action, questioning existing
knowled e systerns and thinking of cul-
tures otl.er than those that have been
designat-d as “normal” and given. it is
about building a “counter-expertise” o
counter e claims of the “experts.”

The iriportant question that a book
such as tiis leaves us with is how to tackle
the cont adictions within which we live.
Even as . vcial media provides a platform
for the dissenting voices, it has also be-
come a redium for broadcasting secrari-
an prope zanda. The WhatsApp-inspired
lynching: = the growing number of irolls,
attempt: at controlling virtual partici-
pation a.d boasting of election results
on the besis of media images, are throw-
ing up 1ew challenges to the socieiy.
Even as iuore and more seemingly dem-
ocratic spaces open up to newer infoi-
mation and commuanication technologies,
the specire of capital is also spreadiag to
areas the. were hitherto left untouched

Itis paiadoxical that few ngos depend
on the site for existence. Their workers
at time: become mere cadres of ihe
political parties. Often when corporate
money ¢.ters NGOs, they end up becom-
ing rationalising machines that advocate
developinental projects at any cost. Such
orgamisacions at times even present
themselves as activist groups, bui wit-
tingly o1 unwittingly end up weakening
organic social movements. Given these
realities how capable will these organi-
sations L in “biting the hand that feeds
them,” o Mudgal speculates (p 16), is a
question we are left with.

Shruti Jai (shrutiinuoo@gmail.com) is
an assistant professor with the Centre for
Developricnt Practice and Research,
Tata Instiiute of Social Sciences, Patna.
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life and ouevre of a single person which
is less than adequate to reach the rather
broad-stroke conclusions I advances.
The book shows ezamples that negate
present-day stereoiypes of Jindus and
Muslims that dominate the historiography
of Mughal India. Kinra portiays a picture
of a cosmopolitan world d-fined more
by “spirituality” than religicns, such as
Hinduismn or Islam, and taste for
poetry over politics. His bool is replete
with data displaying instances of friendly
relafions amongst Hindus and Muslims.
However, such data may easily be matched
by someone else parading instances of
discord amongst Hindus and Muslims

Fg

T
1

-

RAJ SEXHAR BASU

during the same period. This data can
easily make Kinra’s framework redun-
dant. There is a need to develop a theoret-
ical framework to study Mughal India
that goes beyond the present-day stereo-
types of Hindu, Sikh, Myslim and
secular (reinvented as “cosmopolitan” in
Kinra’s book).

Vikas Rathee (vikas.rathee@cup.edu.in)
teaches at the Central University of Punjab,
Bathinda.

NOTE

1 See introduction in Appiah (2006), attributing
the latter quote to Christoph Martin Weiland
who was also known as the German Voltaire.

lowards Political Power,
Social Equality and Justice
‘rajectories of Dalit Mobilisations

’h "'\ alit Politics in Contemn, orary India

[/ }/is essentially a study o Dalit poli-
A" tics from three princijal “axes” as
interpreted by the author, Sambaiah
Gundimeda. The first relate: to the his-
torical context in which th: anti-caste
and Dalit protests took their otgins in the
later part of the 19th century in present-
day Uttar Pradesh and Andh a Pradesh.
Second, it has been authored in the con-
text of contemporary debate: especially
when the space of democracy is expand-
ing in India, with increasing instances of
the lower-caste assertions which have
challenged the cultural hegemony and
the political domination of rhe upper-
caste Hindus. Finally, it concerns itself
in terms of a comparison of political de-
velopments in North and Scuth India.
Although not the first attemot at com-
prehending the historical und=rpinnings
that have informed Dalit »olitics, it
seems more engaged in understanding
the contours that shape contemporary
Indian political realities.

The author is interested in 1inearthing
the validity of the comparative political
framework that narrativises the politics
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Dalit Pelitics in Contemporary India by Sambaiah
Gundimeda, Oxon, New York, Routledge, 2016;
pp 32+ 298, %995,

of North India in terms of the Hindu—
Muslim divide, quite in contrast to
South Indian politics, which are much
influenced by caste divisions. Despite,
taking cues from these lines of thinking,
the author at the very outset clarifies that
he will also bring in the Ambedkarite
perspective to cull out the complexities
behind the political developments. It has
been asserted that. despite pioneering
research on B R Ambedkar and Dalit
movements, such intellectual initiatives
suffer from limitations because of their
propensity to confine their scholarly
interests to developments that took place
in the colonial period. Gundimeda prefers
to examine the strategies of Dalit mobili-
sation and the political trajectories, some-
what in continuum with the colonial
past and the postcolonial present. These
efforts undoubtedly keep the reader’s im-
agination open to the deconstructivist
imperatives of the binaries like the “theo-
retical-personal,” “empirical-theoretical,”
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“objective—subjective,” “scholarly-non-
scholarly,” and last but not the least,
“personal becoming the political.” Gun-
dimeda also seeks to find an answer to
the raging academic aspersions, which
continually berate Dalit cultural asser-
tions and activisms for their inadequa-
cies in developing a theoretical under-
standing of their own. Academics often
fail to notice that Dalit assertions, which
epitomise the quotidian narratives of
struggle and victimhood, are not simply
empirical and thin in terms of theory.

Caste-Politics Linkages

The Hindu institution of caste has been
the bane of hierarchised social structures,
enabling the privileged to occupy the
upper rungs, and relegating the “lower”
castes to the depths of squalor and dep-
rivation. The Dalits or Scheduled Castes
(scs) are at the bottom of the social
scale, rarely giving the expression of a
homogeneous category, but of a disparate
grouping of heterogeneous castes. The
problematic essentially arises from the
British colonial legislation which intro-
duced terms such as Depressed Classes
and scs, without considering the inner
cultural and social divisions that pervaded
these caste groups. The politico-bureau-
cratic systems of both the colonial and
the postcolonial periods had little reali-
sation that scs differed in their standings
within the caste hierarchy, with regard to
socio-economic advancements, education-
al attainments and political behaviour.
While there are disagreements over the
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usage of the term Scheduled Caste, none-
theless the nomenclature served to create
an imagined commonness that equated
“Dalitism” with resistance. Gundimeda
asserts that the disparate grouping of
castes under the broader rubric of scs has
ignored or bypassed the differences and
diversities among them. He believes that
the makers of the Constitution blindly en-
dorsed the colonial categorisations in
enforcing the policies related to reser-
vations in post-independence India.

There was little realisation that, set
against a historical past conditioned by
social, economic and political inequali-
ties as well as the sanctity enjoyed by the
hierarchised jati social order, there had
to be constitutional guarantees for the
deprived sections of the society. Ambedkar
—in his draft provisions submitted be-
fore the Minority Sub-Committee of the
Constituent Assembly—had stated that
social discrimination alone could be the
real yardstick to decide whether a social
group could be treated as a minority. In
his view, Dalits qualified as minorities
because they had not only borne the brunt
of terror unleashed by caste Hindus, but
stood to be more exposed to injustices, if
political power in free India became a
monopoly of the caste Hindus. Thus, what
Swaraj meant for the privileged castes,
perched in the upper echelons of the state
power, was a lot different from the Dalit
experiences conditioned by everyday
life experiences.

In the decades that followed Indian
independence, the modernist versions of
equality and progress failed to wean out
caste from the Indian social psyche or
curtail its influence over political/electoral
behaviour. In a quasi-feudal set-up, caste
foregrounded the elements of collective-
ness based on birth and for expressing
primary group sentiments. Rajni Kothari
had once approvingly observed that,
despite being oppressive, the institution of
caste provided a basis for struggle against
oppression. Javed Alam was dismissive
of caste as an agency of modernisation
since casteism to him was responsible for
engineering more social divisions. It
is Gundimeda’s keenness in exploring
whether the claims of Indian democracy—
of inculcating the notions of inclusive-
ness and unrestrained participation—has
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some meaning for the poor and oppressed,
that makes his intervention interesting.
To Gundimeda, the high-sounding phrases
of secularisation and democratisation
had very little to offer to the marginal-
ised groups, thereby confining them to
the category of passive citizens.

North and South Indian Politics
Gundimeda undertakes a comparative
research perspective in the contexts of the
claims made by Ashutosh Varshney and
Christophe Jaffrelot on North and South
Indian politics. Varshney believed that
in northern India, politics was organ-
ised along the Hindu-Muslim axis,
while in the South, it was organised
along caste lines. More recently, with
the rise of lower-caste assertions in
North India, Varshney argues in favour
of the model of “southernisation of
North India.” Jaffrelot has argued that
divergences in the politicisation of the
“lower” castes resulted from the diverse
caste compositions in the two regions.
The proximities and distances from the
varna model of classification and the
differences in the British land settle-
ment systems had much of a role to play
in this respect. :

Though the demographic weight of
the upper castes in northern India might
have incarcerated lower-caste conscious-
ness within the boundaries of Sanskriti-
sation, the politicisation of lower castes
in the South was conditioned by the ab-
sence of a complex middle order. This
was much too evident in the strategies
for mobilising the lower castes in the
garb of non-Brahminism in the late colo-
nial period, and in the decades follow-
ing India’s independence.

Gundimeda doubts the logic of the
absence of a middle order in the caste
hierarchy and its possible links with the
politicisation of the lower castes. He
asserts that the discrimination of the
Dalits has been “irrespective of the
presence or absence of a middle order in
the caste hierarchy” (p 18). He differs
with Jaffrelot over the control of eco-
nomic resources and the domination of
the sociopolitical and the cultural spaces
by the different caste groups. Gundimeda
argues that in the colonial period and in
the immediate postindependence years,

there was not much difference between
Shudra jatis—who formed the rungs of
the middle peasantry in South India—
and the Dalits in matters of social status
and entiilements over resources required
for econiomic and social development.
The diff:rences widened from the late
1970s because of the land reform meas-
ures. The caste violence in the South )
Indian countryside was largely a fallout
of the acpirations of the Sat Shudras
like the ammas and the Reddis, who
sought o retain their rural control
despite their preferences for urban,
middle-c lass occupations.

Ambed arite Approach

Gundimeda tries to analyse the nature
of Dalit politics from the intellecrual
premise . Ambedkai’s philosophy, which
is often upheld by Dalit activists as
“Ambedl ar Vicharavadi.” This perspec-
tive owel iis intellectual origins to the
Dalit Pauther’s movement and drew
heavily from Ambedkar’s ideas on caste
oppression, democracy and the state.
But, it went beyond Ambedkar by taliing
up idea: that emerged in particular
sociopolitical or economic confexts
Gundime-ia situates in this entire process
a dynamic and critical reinterpretation of
Ambedlai’s ideas, which are unbounded
by the coustraints of time and space. He
states thai the term “Ambedkarite” could
be used io¢ any person who believed thar
“untouch -bility” was a distinct social phe-
nomenci, whose redressal could take
place thiough political empowerment
instead of the Gandhian prescriptions of
social reiorm. Such an understanding
was of inimense political value, rallying
the Dalii: and other underprivileged
groups in favour of affirmative action
prograrnines, and advocating democrat-
ic inclusion. The Ambedkarites, there-
fore, sou¢ht to identify the social factors
responsible for the degradation of ihe
“lower costes” and their being denied
social equity and justice.

Resurre «tion of ‘Adi’

Gundime ia argues that the nationalist
struggle (ot freedom coincided with the
Brahmin and the three uppei-caste
encounte s against the subalterns (or
the non-i'rahmin communities), which
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included Dalits, Shudras, Muslims and
Adivasis. Moving away frorm Varshney’s
theory resting on the Hindu-Muslim
axis, Gundimeda emphasic-s the rifts
non-Brah-
minism more. The confending view-
points added an altogether new aspect
to the transfer of political puwer, some-
thing often found missing i contempo-
rary research literature. Ganlhian mass
movements converged or ran parallel to
the different political sticams that
gained populatity either »5 the Adi
Hindu, Adi Andhra, Adi Dravida or Ad
Dharm movements.

The protagonists of these movements
claimed to be the original inhabitants of
India and demanded separate political

between Brahminism and

representation along the line: of the rep-
tesentation provided to Muslims in the
early 2o0th century. The litks between
these regional movements, alongside their
discrete social and political components,
and that of the Dalit moverrents of the
late colonial and immediat- post-inde-
pendence periods, have been part of a
ubiquitous discourse. Gundimeda has tried
to resurrect the links betw=en the Adi
Hindu movement and the late-day Dalit
politics of contemporary Utiar Pradesh,
by restoring the primacy of caste as the
mechanism of leverage in politics. He re-
versely argues that nationalizm was an
imagined consciousness of the upper
castes, whereas Dalit conscioiisness was
something real, expressing sirong pref-
erences for economic and sociz! freedom.

The Hinduisation initiatives in the
early 20th century temporarily attracted
thie Dalit castes, more pariicularly the
Chamars in the United Provinces. But,
the Dalit involvement with the Arya
Samaj provided impetus to the Adi Hindu
movement in ifs nascent stage. However,
the provision of separate elec torates led
to rifts between the Arya Samajis and
the other Hindu nationalists vn’one side
and the Dalits on the other sidle, because
the latter felt that social equality within
the entire “Hindu sangathan,’ was stilla
distant dream. Notwithstanding these
differences, the Adi Hindu movement,
by incorporating the Bhakti traditions,
gained a great deal of support from the
socially disadvantaged castes in the cen-
tral and eastern United Provinces. But,
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there was also a parallel trend that sought
to negotiate with the Hindu institution
of caste and the imposed hierarchies by
seeking solace in Buddhism. The initia-
tive came from Bodhanand and his dis-
ciple Chandrika Prasad Jigyasu who
founded the Bahujan Kalyan Prakashan.
The Adi Hindu and the Buddhist tradi-
tions, ideological assertions and the
sociopolitical initiatives found their way
into the politics of the United Provinces
Scheduled Caste Federation (upscr).
The reasons for these diverse streams to
converge in a single movement were
possibly related to their desire to renego-
tiate their own histories of oppression
and to uphold their acchut (untouchable)
identity. However, the upscr failed to carve
a niche of its own in the years following
Indian independence. Gundimeda be-
lieves that this failure could be related to
the inherent weaknesses of identity poli-
tics operating within a democratic frame-
work, where a larger support pool was
essential for winning the elections.

The Republican Party of India (rr1),
which succeeded the upscr, tried to
stem the rot through a broader process
of social engineering involving both the
Dalits and the Muslims. However, its
caste-based mobilisation and occasional
preferences for class, within a very strong
Ambedkarite-dominated congregation-
alist organisational structure, created a
communication gap between the leaders
and the workers. The co-option strategy
of the Congress also stifled the prospects
of Dalit mobilisation for social equality
and political power. The establishment
of the Dalit Varg Sangh gave the Congress
an opportunity to woo back the Dalits
into its fold. But, the Congress’s land
reform policies pushed the Dalits away
from it rather than bring them closer to
it. Gundimeda argues that the initiatives
on the part of Kanshiram, in encouraging
the All India Backward and Minority Com-
munities Employees Federation (BAMCEF)
to organise cadre camps, awakening
squads and bicycle marches, made the
Dalits realise that the upper castes were
enjoying political power at their expense.
The Bahujan Samaj Party (Bsp) showed
interest in rewriting Dalit history and
tried to make the Dalits aware of the
Brahminical machinations, by linking the

issues of status and privilege with that of
intellectual capital. There were also ef-
forts towards the cultural rejuvenation of
the Dalits through the melas and jagriti
dastas (awareness campaigns launched
by former ex-untouchable castes for gain-
ing community support for their elevated
social and political status).

The South Indian Episode

The author has concentrated mostly on
Dalit activism in the Telugu-speaking
parts of the erstwhile Madras presiden-
cy, later-day Madras province and the
Andhra Pradesh of more contemporary
times. In the early 20th century, the
Adi Andhra Mahajana Sabha in coastal
Andhra and the Adi Hindu Service League
in the Nizam’s Hyderabad state claimed
the Adi identity, not only to contest
Brahminical Hinduism, but also to recast
the jati-based social system, and reclaim
dignity for all individuals. While the Adi
Hindus of Uttar Pradesh were not eager
to be a part of the Hindu fold, the Dalits in
the Telugu country favoured the retention
of their connections. This resulted in
their acceptance of the Harijan path laid
down by M K Gandhi and the Congress in
both colonial and postcolonial Andhra
Pradesh. However, the transformations
that had taken place in the rural parts of
the Madras Presidency, following the
construction of the railways and the
canals, resulted in significant changes in
the outlook of the Dalits. They felt the
need to organise themselves in a collec-
tive, and this often led to a proliferation
of caste-based associations.

The need for identity/communitarian
politics had been felt earlier with the
emergence of the non-Brahmin move-
ment. However, the South Indian Liber-
al Federation, which later came to be -
known as the Justice Party, failed to build
up a broader platform of all non-Brah-
mins, including Muslims, Christians and
Dalits. The alienation of the Dalits from
the homogeneous non-Brahmin bloc be-
came much too evident in the early
1920s, the repercussions of which were
reflected in the choice of the appellation
“Adi Dravida” instead of “Dravida” and
in the demand for separate electorates.
In the next two decades, Dalits in
Andhra Pradesh, apart from highlighting
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the need for self-respect and dignity,
were drawn more heavily towards issues
of identity and political representation.
Y Chinna Rao had drawn attention to
these early Dalit initiatives to reject the
imposed “Panchama” identity in favour
of the term “Adi Andhra.” The populari-
sation of this term by Bhagya Reddy
Varma indicated a trend within the
articulate sections of the Dalits to restore
the missing historicity in the ancient Hindu
Puranic traditions. The Dalit heroes of
the Hindu religious texts were brought
back to buttress their demands for social
respectability. Beyond the coastal districts,
where the Dalit intellectuals were active,
significant developments took place in the
Telugu-speaking districts of Hyderabad
state. The rule of the Nizams primarily
depended on the upper-caste Hindu
support. The Reddis, Vellamas and the
Brahmins, for all purposes were ill-
disposed towards the Dalits. The Dalits
found themselves entrapped between tra-
ditional castes and the feudal forms of
subordination, offering little prospects
of occupational mobility.

This explicates the emergence of a
small but vigorous movement among the
Dalits in Hyderabad and Secunderabad
for securing social equality and political
representation. Gundimeda rightly points
out that faced with a politically-repressive
system, the claims to Adi Hindu identity
became intertwined with the claims for
respectability and equitable identity for
Dalits within the caste structure. Thus, the
popularisation of the Adi Hindu identity
could be related to the efforts on the part
of the Dalits to remain within the Hindu
society rather than dissociating from it.

However, the caste disputes within the
Dalit castes often ruled out the possibilities
of undifferentiated political representa-
tion. The jockeying for positions, which
came in the wake of the government’s
policy of special representation, opened
up the prospects of rivalry within the
Dalit castes. Ambedkar’s political initia-
tives in the 1930s did have an influence
on Andhra Pradesh, but it fell far short
of Gandhi and the Congress who enjoyed
an advantage in wooing the Dalits. The
activities of the Harijan Sevak Sangh in
Andhra Pradesh gave the Congress an ~
upper hand in expanding its political

presence in the rurgl Dalit hamlets,
something less acknowledged by Dalit
activists and political workers. The com-
munists, with their idea of a classless
society, had partial success in galvanis-
ing the support of a section of the Dalits.
Gundimeda has shown that the Commu-
nist movement in Andhra Pradesh was
a conglomeration of privileged caste
groupings, whosc entire political vision
was tied towards the fulfilment of the in-
terests of the Kammas and Reddis who
controlled its organisational structure.
This possibly explains the failure of the
communists to incorporate the Dalit pro-
tests in favour of a social revolution.

The Congress’s rule in Andhra Pradesh
in the 1950s and 1960s was synonymotis
with the interests of the Reddis, and the
Harijan leaders were only used to con-
tain inner party factionalism. The Dalit
ranks witnessed very little rifts and the
Dalit leadership unequivocally expressed
their resentment with the existing state
of affairs. The founding of the Ambed-
kar Yuva Jana Sangam in Telengana was
one such example. The 1980s witnessed
the rise of the Telugu Desam Party in
Andhra Pradesh, dominated essentially
by the Kammas. Subsequently, there was
the emergence of the Andhra Pradesh
Dalit Mahasabha, which was composed
mainly of the Dalits. In the following
years, the Dalits questioned the caste-
based discriminations and issues of dom-
ination leading to violent acts of retribu-
tion by “the Kamma state” (Kamma ra-
jyam). Nonetheless, some of the Dalit
groups like the Madigas improved their
economy by cultivating the lands of the
Kammas as tenant farmers. Their rising
income levels allowed them to send their
children to schools and to seek urban
employment. This essentially brought
about a change in their self-esteemn and
enhanced their self-consciousness. The
Kammas interpreted these as challenges
to their rural dominance, resulting in gory
incidents, like the one in Karamchedu.
Such experiences of victimhood influenced
the Dalit cultural movement based on a
balance between the Marxist and Dalit
ideological perspectives. However, the
claims and the counterclaims over the
issues of subcategorisation exposed the
rifis between the Malas and the Madigas.
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The Mal«s and the Adi Andhras enjoyed
a demog aphic advantage in the coastal
districts, while in the regions now with-
in the pi=sent state of Telangana, there
were a large number of Madigas who
lagged b-hind the former caste in mat-
ters of ducation and employment. In
the 1990s, with economic liberalisation
gaining -round, there had been occa-
sional convergences of Dalit caste-based
organisarions, but the element of com-
petition stood in the way of a strong
mass movement against the modernisa-
tion iniiatives of the N Chandrababu
Naidu government.

Conclu:ions

Gundimeda’s narrative is rich in detail,
but take: the conventional route of so-
cial scieviists in defining the meanings
and bou: daries of the Dalit movements
The comparative framework remains a
bit unclear and the monograph would
have becn an outstanding one had it
simply concentrated its academic atien-
tion on rhe developments in Andhra
Pradesh. it seems that there could have
been a fur more rigorous presentation,
had there been an intellectual engage-
ment with Ambedkar as one represented
by the schiolars of the subaltern studies
group. For instance, there could have
been a uew interpretation of Pariha
Chatterje’s discussion on Ambedkar’s
political ileas and their significance in
the conscruction of India’s own post-
colonialiiy. Gundimeda does not suffer
from a middle-class mindset, and a more
radical critique of a statist ideology is
somethin which is missing in this par-
ticular academic initiative, although he
might, perhaps, fulfil those expectations
in his lai-r research publications.

Raj Sekhar Basu (rajsekharbasuz001@gmail.
com) teachi-s history at the University of
Calcutta, I clkata.
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or literary or anthrop logy or political science scholar, the scholar uses, say Telugu,
to understand the Telugu region. The assumption that one needs to know the
language to undersiand the region is at best a powerful methodological tool—
but the taken-for-grantedness of the tool risks the interference of the tool with
the object of analysic Regions are affected by more global and pan-Indian vectors
than just language. Vhile the thrust of the resultant scholarship may be against
essentialising languase/region/history, nevertheless the effect of the scholarship
reproduces the holisin of region/language as the deconstruction remains internal,
instead of say, comparative or global. The powerful use of vectors like gender
and caste dissent (ar well as categories such as selfhood, religiosity, visuality,
non-identitarian politic 2l form, the phenomenology of labour and so on) is their ability
to undercut the fraditional regionalisi paradigm, and offer new negotiations of agency
and freedom. This is where Keshavamurthy’s book may be a harbinger. Although
he has restricted him: el to a region/language/class, the conflicts he has described
clearly have a trans-1cgional resonance. I'or example, the rhetoric of sublimating
sexuality to social relorm or art (again, especially Carnatic music), evidenced in
T. Janakiraman’s oeuvre, is immediately recognisable in writing from diverse
Tndian languages, especially those under the spell of an older norm of restrictive
social realism—one ihinks of a canonised figure like Premchand. This sentiment
(of sexnality being stibsumed for a larger nationalism a la Gandhi) has also been,
in that very historical neriod, mercilessly mocked by writers like Manto. So there is
much scope for a largcr conversation on comparative, intra-Indian moral difference,
irreducible fo region or language: the relation of a layer of pietistic nationalism
versus a more ribald, pluralising, assertive, anti-establishment free-speech-centric
notion of service to «nfities like the nation or the city or the village. Maybe then
the key merii of Keshavamurthy’s work is his ability to pose questions on a more
cosmopolitan regisici than the narrowly regional or historicist—cquestions of
masculinity, but also questions such as sacrality (Mauni and Janakiraman), and
the diseased ontcaste at the edge of the polity (Kunju and Jeyakantan).

Nilkhil Govind
Manipal Centre for Philosophy and Humanities

a

ARUNDHATT VIRMANL Political Aesthetics: Culture, Critique, and the Everyday,
New York: Routledge, 2016, 214 pp.

DO 10.1177/0019464618782815

Political Aesthetic: Culture, Critique, and the Everyday, brings together
interdisciplinary essays that invite students of international relation and global
politics to think aboui everyday forms of political art, or indeed political activism,
by engaging with ke debates in aesthetics and philosophy that have been most
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fully developed in the humanistic disciplines. Arandhati Vii raani offers a succinct
account of her aims for this volume: recent theoretical debates, she writes, have
invited scholars like herself to broaden “our approach to aesthe tics, which, in contrast
to reflections centred on art for itself has transformed it into n analytical principle
for understanding social, cultural and political experiences and events® (p. 2).
This is of course the sort of critical work that has transforiisd the humanities for
four decades now, but its concerns have not always been, i/ take some examples
from this volume, forms of political mobilisation (whether in the service of the
state or in resistance to its powers); the artistic remapping oi urban spaces so that
historical changes are rendered visible; or indeed public cerernonies of the judiciary
that are designed to both confirm the bewigged and robed separateness of judges
as well as (o suggest that they are no other than citizens o/ a democratic polity.
Political Aesthetics contains essays on such varied topice, such variation does
however result in essays of uneven scholarly interest and significance.

But first the contents: Rachel E. Johnson and Shirin M Ray describe murals
and other decorations that were designed to allow the newly ndependent countries
of India and South Africa to reshape iconic colonial buildings into postcolonial
houses of Parliament. In such transfers of power, art was dec aed powerful enough
to repurpose colonial architecture. It is another matter thai such art often coi-
firmed the exclusions of class, gender and caste/race that i ked the new nations.
Simonetta Falasca-Zamponi offers a powerful study of Mus:olini’s belief that his
form of fascism was an artistic mission as much as an atter ipt to mould political
and civil society. She quotes Mussolini as arguing that ‘Deinocracy has deprived
people’s lives of “style”. Fascisin brings back “style” in people’s lives: that is, a
line of conduct, that is the colour, the strength, the picturesque, the unexpecied, the
mystical’ (p. 43). Arundhati Virmani writes on the ‘aesthetics /f sacrifice’ mobilised
by Indian anticolonial activists. Gandhi, of course, but iany others from the
Hindutva-right to the progressive and revolutionary left spoke of the importance
of sacrifices made in the service of the nation; this legac, deeply Hindu in its
vocabulary and iconography, continues to shape political discouise in India.

Jean-Christophe Sevin examines the cultural and social resistance offered by
those who participated in underground raves in France in the 1990s. These collec-
tives were seen as threat enough to be banned by the governiiciit, ostensibly because
these raves were fuelled by drugs and a techo-sound thai onverted ravers into
automata! The photojournalist Franco Zecchin produces a powerful account of the
role played by photographs in enabling the resistance offere i by citizens as well as
officials to the power of the Mafia in Sicily in the 1970s. I ishmi Varma turns o
the archive of colonial photographs of Adivasis, and contiz:is those ethnographic
pictures with others taken by posicolonial photographers lilc Suait Janah to ask the
question, is it possible to represent Adivasi communities as | ving and energetic, as
full participants in our fissured modernity, rather than as rermn: nts of the pre-moderi
past? She also calls attention to Amar Kanwar’s documenta: / practice, particularly

The Indian Economic and Social History Reviei, 55, % (2018): 439461




A48 [ The Indion Lcoiomic and Social History Review, 55, 3 (2018): 439461

an on-going installaiion entitled The Sovereigir Forest and Other Stories, which
reminds us that the iatural resonrces that enable Adivasi lives in India are precisely
the resources soughi for, and ravaged by, indusirial capitalism.

Hendrik Sturm «clebrates the art-activist work of a group of walkers who
remapped a irail aronnd Marseille in 2013, such that people who followed it would
discover the palimpsestic history of the city and its environment. A walk through
this urban fo pograpl v is a walk into history and archaeology; the labour of people,
in the past and in tli= present, is an inescapable, vivid feature of such rambling.
Kebecca M. Brown has an essay on Gandhi and spinning, or rather, on Gandhi’s
recognition that spiining was the kind of activity, at once individual and reflective,
and public and public-spirited, that would train and unify Congress workers in
the anticolonial siruy ple. Leslie J. Moran’s essay tracks the annual procession of the
judges of the UK Supreme Court who, in full ceremonial regalia, walk from the
Couit fo Wesiminste: Abbey, but do so with minimum fuss, which means that they
obey traffic lights, dral with construction detours and mingle with passers-by as
well ag those gatheid to watch them. They are at once remote, swaddled in their
robes and crowned 1 v their wigs, and surrounded by ordinary pedestrians, and that
combination is precicely the ideological point of this spectacle. Maria Tomboukou’s
essay rounds off the volume, and she considers the life, art and political activism
of the US astist Ma + Stevens, leading Tomboukou to argue that they add up to
an “assemblage of aripolitics’, an assemblage whose rhythms and juxtapositions

interrupt our sense of everyday, and thus offer the possibility of ‘new beginnings’

and of the emergenc - of ‘new sensorial nodes’ (p. 196).

As these summaiics make clear, each essay does have both site-specific and
historical observations to offer, as well as useful commentary on the inferplay
between aesthetics ~ud political life. However, these critics have very different
notions of how to uncierstand this interplay: is it formally recognisable, self-declared
ait practices that disiupt our sense of the everyday, and thus should provide us
paradigmatic exampl«s of political acsthetics? Or is it forms of quotidian practice—
particularly rituals ossified into customs and commonsense—that we should
examine to understasd the shaping role of political aesthetics more generally? As
we know, both orgar ised politics and art draw from, and innovate within, aesthetic
practices and knowle Ipe accumnulated over time; that is, they reorganise elements of
existent social and culiural life in pursnit of their particular ends. Which is another
way of resiating the iinism that there is no political activity that does not rely on
aesthetic norms; con versely, there is no aesthetic practice that does not inculcate
politics. The essays « ollected in Political Aesthetics allow us to see those intrica-
cies at work.

Suvir Kaul
University of Pennsylvania

MAHE
An
Ur
Es.
wi

In the
perple
tions i
A curs
to the
and m
and N
coffee
The ir
defyin
nature
has oy
specie

Ac.
fore ne
as one
seems
it far b
restric
histors
relentl
nent o
exploi
exploi
the prc

Soc
of hun
from t}
scienct
standii
and na
Such a
capture

Edi

Groun




| BOOKS |

PLAIN
KILLER

ndia—especially Punjab—is drowning
in opiates. But there’s almost nothing to

< relieve the pain of the ailing and dying.
India is one of the largest producers of legal
morphine in the world, says renowned palliative
care physician M.R. Rajagopal. Due to draco-
nian laws, doctors here have only some 37 kg of
the stufl to meet a demand for 36,000 kg.

Afar worse drug problem is sweeping the
United States, fuelled by the easy access to pre-
scription opioids, especially fentanyl. Drug
addicts often mix it with the heroin flooding
the country. In 2016 alone, fentanyl misuse was
blamed for 20,000 deaths. Few doctors there
are trained in treating patients with drug addic-
tion, and law enforcement agencies are unable
to stop the flow of illegal drugs now that the
trade has shifted to the internet and bitcoin.

No other plant on earth has helped or harmed
humans as much as Papaver somniferum, as his-
torian Lucy Inglis shows in her well-researched
and heavily illustrated book
Milk of Paradise. Tt is essen-

Opiates tially three books in one: the
have created history of opium and how it
3 !

a Seemingly was traded between the West
unstoppable and the East; the record of
DUbliC health the 15.(')lat1‘01n of InOl‘p'll.lljlt‘ and

. . s the scientific and political

Crisis, writes

: changes it brought about in
Lucy Inghs the 19th century; and the story

X of its refinement into heroin

of varying grades and its easy

a

£ v OF OPIUM
A HISTORY 0O i

B

MILK OF PARADISE:
A History of Opium
by L.UCY INGLIS
Macmillan

440 pages; 3699

adulteration, which produced miliions of addicts. The
earlier sections make for heavy rexding. The book gets
more interesting when she talks of the modern opiates.
She minces no words regarding the role of Big Pharma
in fuelling the epidemic and quote: an Tllinois state
attorney as saying “the source of this erisis is not on
street corners; it’s in boardrooms”

From ancient Mesopotamia to the present-day U35,
artists, writers and singers have relicd on narcoties and
alcohol to fuel their creativity. Natioas have battled to
control narcotics, in vain, primarily because of the moun-
tains of illegal money involved. The associated crime,
prostitution and discase have rarely worried capitalists or
communists. Papaver somniferum has survived empires,
and will continue to do so. [t is one of the greatest global
commodities, says Inglis, and “we niust seek to mitigate
the harm it can do while retaining our faith in the mar-
vels it can achieve. This will be our endless opium war”, 14

~G. Krishnan
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CULT OF A DARK HERO:
Nicholson of Delhi

by STUART FLINDERS

I.B. Tauris

242 pages; 32,387

John Nicholson led the British
assault against the Indian
uprising of 1857. In recent

times, descriptions of him
have been less flattering.
Flinders investigates the
charismatic soldier’s
sexuality and religious views
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Jahangir’s wife Nur Jahan ' N Ruby |

ruled the Mughal empire il
alongside him, and then on his ' 2l
behalf when he fell sick. Lal's
engrossing biography

unveils how she defied the
presumptions of her time (and
many.ef otrs)

\07 i/\’\ﬂ"a /‘\/odﬂ\/ ’”Df/’ . ¥, 7/0/?




~“BOOK REVIEW — — =

Still, in more local teims, Guyot-
Réchard is surely correct in rnaintaining
that once the border fighting lad stopped,
India fared much better than one might
have expected in securing th= allegiance
of populations on both side: of the line
of control. Paradoxically, but entirely
convincingly, this outcome is ascribed
not to the power or efficiency o f the Indian
state vis-a-vis China, but fo  recisely the
opposite. The performative dimension
of the border war, the bcok submits,
demonstrated to “the people living on either
side of the McMahon Line . [the] story
... of China’s greater capacity and poten-
tial, and of India’s corresponding weak-
ness” (p 240). It was the Indian state’s
appearance of vulnerability, above all,
that made it more attractiv= to Himala-
van peoples seeking to refain “agency in
accepting or manipulating when, how,
and how far state penstration could go”
(p 249). Or, in other words, the image
and substance of efficiency and power

L

projected by China was too convincing
and intimidating for its own good.

It is a little churlish to expect more
from such an enterprising and compel-
ling study of Sino-Indian interaction,
but critical engagement with amy work of
scholarship demands some reflection on
issues of emphasis and omission. Shadow
States draws upon an impressive array of
Indian archival sources, at national,
state and local levels. The coverage of
Chinese sources, which, in fairness, are
far less accessible, is much more limited.
There are a wide range of Chinese
published primary sources and newspa-
per records, however, which could have
been consulted, and that would have
addressed some imbalance in the narra-
tive. In essence, we learn an awful lot
that is new and intriguing about the
Indian side of the border issue. The
Chinese vantage point, in contrast,
remains largely opaque and subject to
inference and conjecture.

State Policy and Adivasi Resistance
in Contemporary India

INDRA MUNSHI

s its title suggests, th= book uses
frue ) the nomenclature irst Citizen,
A, Min preference to terms like Tribal,
Adivasi, Scheduled Tribe (s1), or Indige-
nous People for a number of i=asons. In the
introduction, Meena Radhalishna, editor
of the volume, explicates the historical-
political context of each of these terms,
from colonial to contemporary, on global
but especially the Indian sce ne. Bringing
together discussions among colonial and
postcolonial administrators, anthropolo-
gists, sociologists, and politcal activists
concerned with Adivasi communities,
she argues in favour of using the term
which is somewhat new in i he discourse
on Adivasis. Radhakrishna cbserves,

The phrase “first citizen” derives from the
understanding that all such communities,
including in India, are amongst the world’s
first, original people, and so by definition,
the world’s first citizens. Terms like “tribe,”

i
-

First Citizens: Studies on Adivasis, Tribals, and
Indigenous Peeples in India edited by Meena
Radhakrishna, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016;
pix +444,7995.

“adivasi,” and “indigenous” have genealogies
which arise from specific historical-political
Indian contexts. (p 2)

However, as the studies in the volume
show, these communities may prefer
one term over another, for different cul-
tural or political reasons, to best identify
themselves at any particular time. Of
course, they are neither uncontested
nor unchanging.

The volume brings together studies by
well-known scholars, and scholar activists
seriously engaged with questions of
Adivasi identity, livelihood, right to res-
ources, gender issues, impact of “develop-
ment,” state action and growing discon-
tent and its articulation among them.

OCTORER 6, 2018 VOL LIII NO 40

Still, the fact that Guyot-Réchard’s
authoritative and timely examination of
competitive state building on the part of
India and China illuminates important
directions for further scholarship, merely
underscores its significance and path-
breaking originality. Shadow States is cer-
tain to become an indispensable work of
reference for academics and a general
readership interested in efforts undertaken
by New Delhi and Beijing to win the hearts
and minds of the Himalayan peoples. In
recovering and reimagining fault lines in
Sino-Indian relations from the bottom-up,
and privileging the hitherto marginalised
agency of border constituencies, Shadow
States challenges readers to reflect upon
and revise accepted interpretations of
Sino-Indian relations.

Paul McGarr (Paul. McGarr@nottingham.ac.uk)
is associate professor in American Foreign
Policy af the University of Nottingham in the
United Kingdom.

Fifteen articles are organised into three
sections titled “Categories and Identities
as Historical Process”; “Destruction, Loss,
Dislocation”; and “Negotiations and Red-
ressals.” The introduction and the conclud-
ing paper titled “Epilogue: Violence of
‘Development’ and Adivasi Resistance: An
Overview,” are written by Radhaltishna,
providing a context and an overview of
the assault on the existence of these com-
munities in rapidly changing India, and
the emergence of new alliances to assert
their democratic and human rights.

Ethnicity and Conversion

In the first section, Virginius Xaxa high-
lights the implications of the use of
different terms, reminding us that “the -
label used often becomes an issue in the
politics of identity.” He elaborates on
the question of indigenous, its usage in
international and Indian situation, the
controversy surrounding its applicability
in many countries, including India and
China. In India, Xaxa points out, the
complexities of regional diversity make
the use of the term problematic. So that
communities which are indigenous to
the country as a whole may not be indig-
enous to the region/territory of their
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- present settlement, making a group

“indigenous” and “non-indigenous” at
the same time. The distinction is impor-
tant because it is tied up with rights and
privilege of the communities and signif-
icantly, with their identity.

Issues related to Adivasi identity, ethni-
city, conversion to Christianity or Hinduism,
and the assimilatdon and modernisation
agenda of the Indian state are highlighted
by Biswamoy Pati, David Vumlallian Zou
and Rudolf C Heredia, from historical and
contemporary perspectives. For Heredia
the Adivasi question raises more funda-
mental issues for the whole society: eco-
nomic sustainability, cultural autonomy,
democratic integration that need to be
addressed. Neither assimilation nor iso-
lation can be the answer. Pati explains the
aggressive phase of conversion by the
Vishva Hindu Parishad (vup) in Odisha,
especially in the recent decades, with
reference to the virtual abdication of
responsibility by the state to provide
livelihood, education, and healthcare.
The space is taken over, partly by schools
and ashrams run by the vap, Christian
missionaries and non-governmental orga-
nisations. In addition, the vup has created
a narrative that tribals are in reality Hin-
dus who were converted to Christianity
by the missionaries—so they must be
reconverted. This goes along with the
terrorising of Dalits who had converted to
Christianity—to escape discrimination—
to now reconvert.

In the North East, conversion of tribals
to Hinduism and Chrisitanity is old,
going back centuries, but Zou finds that
most of these groups retain some of their
indigenous practices and beliefs. This
can be said for the rest of India, too,
where a peculiar mix of the old and new
seems to have evolved over time without
creating difficulties. The recent conver-
sions by Hindu organisations, however,
present a different picture.

Zou also highlights the dynamics of
power politics in post-independence India,
the contest between the new modernising
elite, the old traditional chiefs and the
majoritarian politician. But, importantly,
he tells us that the tribal groups of this
region “constitute a heterogeneous body
with distinct historical lineage and
divergent political trajectories” (p 122).
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The plains tribes are not prepared to
share the benefit of being sts, a politi-
cally privileged identity in post-inde-
pendence India, with Assam’s tea tribes,
also known as Adivasis.

This section on categories, Adivasi,
tribes, indigenous communities, offers a
new perspective which views “indige-
nous” and “Adivasi sensibility,” “outside
the frame of primitive accumulation of
capital,” which subordinates both labour
and nature to the ever expanding need of
capital, by converting use value into ex-
change value. In this economic organi-
sation, both nature and labour are de-
graded and destroyed because profit
must be made. The indigenous and Adi-
vasi perspective, therefore, emphasises
the value of and need for preservation of
ecological balance, labour potential, hu-
man rights, and right to means of sub-
sistence. The Adivasi sensibility recog-
nises that the

life support system cannot be defined
satisfactorily either by the market or by the
state, or by both of them put together. The
state and the market perpetuate and deep-
en the contradiction between equity and
development. (p 65)

To achieve equity and development that
creates conditions for the regeneration
of labour and nature, Savyasaachi force-
fully argues, “Adivasi people need to be
engaged not only as members or as cul-
tural identities alone, but also as persons
of knowledge and skills” (p 65), as peo-
ple who have an alternative to offer.

The havoc that can be played by arbi-
trary de-notification of a tribe by the
state government is well spelt out in the
article on the Rathvas of Gujarat. Using
the ambiguity surrounding the nomen-
clarure Hindu-Adivasi, the government
has not only deprived the Adivasis of
their rightful benefits but even more
seriously, it opens up the renewal and
non-renewal resources in the areas in-
habited by them for commercial explo-
itation by big business interests. This
process is likely to continue in many
other regions of a country, despite the
resistance put up by Adivasi organisatior.
Arjun Rathva et al rightly point out,

The Fifth Schedule and pEsa are prov-
ing to be significant hurdles. Therefore, a
new method is being embarked upon—that
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of denciifying communities from the list

of Adivisis as declared by the president and
mentiored in the Constitution. (p 156)

‘Develo pment’ as Disaster

It is amply clear by now thai “Develop-
ment,” a inisnomer, has spelt disaster in
the forin of loss of life, livelihood, and
deep-rocied ecological culture among
the Adivasi communities. The second
section losely examines the process
and con:equences of what Felix Padel
terms “Investment-induced displace-
meni” i differeni regions in India. He
argues chat, in ‘a situation where
megaprojects have invaded and de-
stroyed the largely sustainable ¢ribal
economics, any attempt like the Pan-
chayats (Exiension to Schedule Areas
(PESA) Act, 1996 to introduce a deriio-
cratic seli-governiaent in these cominu-
nities cai only succeed minirnally.

And alihough, dispossession and forcer
migration resulting from redesigned kand
and fores- tenure and rights, and rampant
usury, can be traced to colonial adminis-
trative sy:tem. It has not only persisied
in new focms, but even gathered fresh
momentiun in recent decades.

In an insightful article, Indrani
Mazumcdie - observes that the intermittent,
survival-uriented migrarion of Adivasis,
of whom Adivasi women form a large
proporticiy, only deepens their insecuuity,
exploitation, and bondage. She writes,

... the particularly degraded conditions of

adivasi women’s migratory employment in

agriculiure and non-agriculture, the chron-
ic cycle of debt/advance-based recruitment,
low income, wage-reducing dependence
on contiactors, and related unfreedoms do
not seeut to be capable of providing any se-
curity of livelihood or settlement outside

agriculcure. (p 203)

Emplovment as domestic servants in
urban households, does not enhance
their ecoiomic or social posicion in any
way, on the contrary, traps them in an
alien culiiire causing “acute identity crisis
and social isolation” (Neetha). Even for
the plantation labour, after decades of
employme=nt and despite the growth of
trade union politics in West Bengal,
Sharit K Eliowrnik does not find a marked
improvesient in the quality of their life.
In fact, the unemployed youth, he reports,
are forcec! 0 migrate to distant places like
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Haryana, Bengaluru, and K=rala, moving
from one place to another one job, to
wother as per the wish of the contractor.

The growing invasion, ever more
violent, on their lives, livelilinods, rights,
dignity, and identity, by th state and
national and global capital, I'as evoked a
widespread resistance from any Adivasi
groups. This has taken mar v forms, the
last section and the epilosue address
issues related to ideologie: strategies,
demands that characterise these protests,
struggles, negotiations and initiatives.

In this contéxt, the Scherluled Tribes
and Other Traditional For-st Dwellers
(Recognition of Forest Rights) Act (Fra)
20006, a remarkable legislati-n, has been
an important step forward i recognition
of their individual and comiiinal rights.
Two arficles, by Sudha Vasa and Madhu
Sarin, critically evaluate the 1, its limita-
rions and successes. Apart from its overall
tardy implementation, which 1nost articles
in the volume point out, Vasar emphasises
that while Fra encourages the demands
for individual rights from rhe state, it
fails to establish the mechanism and
istitutional process for promotion of
collective rights of Adivasi communi-
fies. Sarin’s examination of the ground
reality in several states like Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashira, Jharlhand, West
Bengal and others, however, leads her
t0 a more optimistic conc usion. For,
although the act suffers from inherent
limitations and poor implerrentation, it
has strengthened the hand: of the Adi-
vasi communities to challenge the au-
thority of the forest departrient. I quote
hier at length,

the assertion of rights by organised commu-
nities, even where these are yei to be recog-
nised formally, is changing tlie balance of
power between communities »nd the forest
bureaucracy. Over one million households
are already enjoying tenurial security over
their cultivated lands obtaine | under ¥ra,
while community control over [ nrests is begi-
nning to expand to areas beyord the pockets
in which it was achieved initially. (p 305)

It has empowered and °ncouraged
forest communities to adopt ¢i 2ative ways
of defining and exercising democratic
control over forest.

Archana Prasad’s analysis of the tra-
jectories of Adivasi politics, the multiple
forms of protests against stai policy and
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Adivasi resistance in contemporary India,
is a useful addition to the volume. The
complex interplay of class consciousness
and Adivasi community consciousness is
important to understand Adivasi politi-
cal mobilisation in the context of the
larger economic-political p;ocesses at
work. The larger structural changes like
crisis in the agrarian sector, reduction
in the state welfare measures, and the
expanding control over resources has
“increased the likelihood of overlap
between Adivasi and working class con-
sciousness,” but Prasad is quick to add that
this emerging politics is more a critique of
“modern” development, than the “capi-
talist form of modern development.”
Neither the Adivasi elite, totally ab-
sorbed into the neo-liberal framework of
the state, nor the Marxists in Central
India, Prasad argues, “Can provide a cred-
ible opposition to neo-liberal market on
which they partly depend for their
survival” (p 330). But there have been
cases like Vedanta and posco where
grass roots Adivasi organisations have
confronted the Indian state and the cor-
porate houses. These and later struggles
have taken diverse forms, legalistic and
militant, brought together scholars,
mass organisations, activists, local com-
mittee to resist the attack on their com-
munal as well as democratic rights by
the nexus of state, business interests,
and the aggressive Hindu nationalism
promoted by the right wing. One can
only agree with Prasad that there “is an
urgent need to build a unity and ideo-
logical cohesion between class-based
struggles and the communitarian Adivasi
politics of Adivasi workers.”

Adivasi demand for rights to resources
like land, forest and water for subsistence,
has also been challenged by the hardcore
environmental groups. But, there is a
growing realisation among many of
them that Adivasi rights are not incom-
patible with protection of natural re-
sources and biodiversity. Ashish Kothari
and Neema Pathak Broome hope that a
more inclusive conservation may evolve,
which would protect both nature and
peoples’ livelihoods from the destruction
by aggressive and unbridled economic
growth. Small steps in this direction by
communit-based initiatives and few

official efforts, the authors believe, give
cause for hope that a paradigm shift 2t the
national level may occur in the future.

Adivasi Identity under Attack

Summing up, what stands out from the
volume, despite the complexity and the
variation, is the Adivasi mode of exist-
ence, habitat, culture, identity are under
attack by the state and the dominant
classes since centuries. The trend has only
deepened and become more violent in
the recent decades of globalisation and
privatisation. Adivasi resistance to it is also
growing and giving rise to wide alliances,
creative initiatives and experiments.
Radhakrishna concludes on a hopeful note
arguing that
this remarkable movement, which will be
an ongoing one for the foreseeable future,
has entrusted itself which the historic task
of watching over not just the rich ecology
of Adivasis’ habitats, but over their value
identity and dignity. (p 408)

The volume is a valuable addition to the
growing literature on Adivasi issues. It
brings together well-researched articles,
which are not just well-argued and sub-
stantiated but also reflect a deep concern.
Scholars, students, activists and admini-
strators will find it useful to understand
the predicament of a large section of our
population who somehow remain far
from our consciousness.

However, repetition of facts and argu-
ments in the articles makes one want to
skip pages. But more importantly, a larger
discussion on the North East, which pre-
sents a highly complex and a different
picture for the rest of India, would have
been useful. Lastly, it is also important
to recognise that although Adivasi asser-
tion is growing, one can notice the erosion
of the “Adivasi sensibility” within the
Adivasi communities, so that a large
section of the youth feel totally alienated
from their material and cultural exist-
ence, and values. But, this is a challenge
for the organisations that are struggling
to restore the pride and confidence of
the Adivasi people.

Indra Munshi (indramunshi@yahoo.co.in)

is an independent researcher and former
faculty and head at Department of Sociology,
University of Mumbai, Mumbai.
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symbolic power, fiom Sanskrit to Marathi, from Brahmin orthodoxy to critiques of
social inequality, coheres around, and is preserved in the biographies of remark-
able individuals. Ticating the biographies as primary sources for gleaning a public
debate about sociei v and inequality, The Quotidian Revolution nevertheless brings
these figures and the well-known texts of Maratihi literature, along with Hemadri
Pandit, the metonyin for the Brahmanic ecumene, wonderfully to life through lively
prose, amidst the 111 conceptual discussions about the public, vernacularity and
power. It deserves io be widely read within the academy and by the wider public.

Prachi Deshpande
“Cenire for Studies in Social Sciences, Calcutta

ANSHU MALHOTRA, I7ro and the Gulabdasis: Gender, Sect, and Society in Punjab,
New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2017, 357 pp.

DOI: 10.1177/0019464618761740

This compelling bool- demonstrates the myriad ways in which early modern Bhakti
and Sufi literary foriis continued to shape the expression of social identity in colo-
mal Punjab. Piro an/ the Gulabdasis focuses on a remarkable archive produced
by Piro, a Muslim ¢ourfesan in nineteenth-century Lahore, who, inspired by the
words of Gulabdas, left her community to begin a new life with the Gulabdasis.
Gulabdas, whose ow 1 broad engagement with Advaita, Sikh, Bhakti and Sufi ideas
offers a fascinafing »limpse of the complicated facets of self-fashioning already
under way i the Sikl: kingdoms, forged a community which continued through the
period of colonial rule in Punjab, inspiring later reformers and community leaders.
Anshu Malhotra’s work is part of an emerging scholarship by new authors whose
aftenfive engagemen’ with under-represented subjects and themes in Punjab and
Sikh studies has helprd to highlight the sheer diversity of social identities and prac-
fices prevalent in colonial Punjab. Malhotra approaches this challenge with verve
and confidence, offering a multilayered study which has much to offer scholars
of the period and is 150 quite accessible to readers who may not be familiar with
nineteenth-century Funjab.

A considerable pa t of the book (Chapters 2-5) explores the way in which Piro
crafted an “agential’ s=1f by deploying the language of Punjabi qissas, Bhakti sants,
sufi piety and multificeted forms of devotion and dissent found in each of these
literary and spiritual iraditions. ‘Piro comes to us through her own performative
storytelling as simulianeously defiant and deprecating, bold and bellicose at one
moment, humble and effacing at another, in command of her destiny, and as a sey-
vant (dasi) of her powverful (zorvar) guru’, as Malhotra aptly put it (p. 325). This
micro-historical approach allows Malhotra to place the exceptional story of Piro
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and her bold defiance of social norms into a deeply contextualiced study of the
forms of dissent and community building such narrative forms offered low-caste,
subordinate groups in Punjab at this time.

This is not only a celebratory story of subaltern and geund-red recistance, as
Malhotra also demonstrates the limits of such sirategies of sell fashioning. While
Piro’s Ek Sau Sath Kafian vigorously questioned the hierarchict of caste and gen-
der, as well ag the arbitrary social boundaries imposed throush religious ritals
and boundary markers, she was not above recogaising and deploying terms that
distanced herself from her Muslim origins, even using pejoraiives like mleccha
in her works (p. 87). The gendered dimensions of bhakti self-iarration may have
included defiant voices such as Mira (pp. 141-2), but it is the ‘levotion of excep-
tional wives such as Sita (p. 150), or low-caste women bhalki: such as Jivanti or

- Kubjan that allowed Piro to self-narrate her earned place ac Gulabdas’ congort

and her new identity as ‘Mata Piro” or Mother Piro to his followers (pp. 151-2).
It is precisely this mix of performative self-narration that emplo yed fictional tropes
with lived experience that illustrates the extent and limits of I'ivo’s dissent, but it
offers a compelling glimpse of the creative manoeuvrability of ihe public self Piro
and other Gulabdasis invented. Malhotra’s complex and open-ended examina-
tion of the literary inspirations that may have fuelled and anctored Piro’s unique
narration is very persuasive. '

The success of Malhotra’s historical excavations lies in it not just on the
close reading of Piro’s works, but also on dense engagement wiili several scholarly
methodologies: micro-history, memory studies, gender histo: », bhalkti literature,
scholarship on Indian reform movements, biographical studies o name just a few.
This crisscrossing of theoretical approaches also creates the eed to revisit and
recentre some of these perspectives for each chapter as new me: ning is teased from
the multifaceted and dense layers of Piro’s verses. While taxing for readers, this
strategy is necessary and in fact yields chapters that may funciion as stand-alone
essays. The clarity with which each approach is outlined mialkes it particularly
accessible to students and will greaily enhance the ability of i iruciors fo use this
text for a wide variety of classes. Particularly beneficial in thi case, is the ample

focus not just on Piro, but also the later colonial reformers such ag Ditt Singh, a’

familiar figure to scholars of colonial Punjab, but whose ez 1y life is presented
through an eniirely new lens here.

The last section of the book plunges into the later life of su h movemenis. The
discussion of the many self-inventions of Giani Ditt Singh, wiiose family origins
were among the Gulabdasi deras, but who also found considicrable professional
success as reciter of Punjabi gisse, later joined the Arya Sama| and finally became
active with Singh Sabha, ending his life as a Sikh. Tracing the ways in which Ditt
Singh’s journey was also shaped by traditions of devotion, disse i and selfnarration,
Malhotra reveals the narrowing possibilities of such self-inveiion under colonial
rule, as well as the lasting impact of categories of thought such s caste. It is in this
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.
last section that al:o moves to examining the ways in which modern writers have
approached Piro’s life and works (Chapter 7), or the more recent revivification of a
Gulabdasi dera uper Vijendra Das (Chapter 8), that Malhotra’s work highlights how
figures such as Pii, Gulabdas and Ditt Singh continue to exercise fascination for a
new generation of Dalit activists, feminists and reformers. Their projects are also
complicaied by the creative tensions such contemporary projects face in remould-
ing a usable pasi lrom the chameleon-like selves gleaned from the writings of
Gulabdasis. As this last ethnographic chapter reveals, contemporary authors,
hisiorians and bhalis find a renewed challenge in attempting to frame and channel
a past fthat brims v/ith possibilities but also defies easy categorisation. Malhotra’s
sirategy of leiting these multiple voices and quests speak for themselves, while
maling sense of thein through contexts that have often been silenced in mainstream
hisiorical accounts produces a work that is a pleasure to read and generates important
questions for scholars of South Asian history.
Purnima Dhavan
University of Washington

Kiran Kesuavamueray, Beyond Desire: Sexuality in Modern Tamil Literature,
New Delhi: Ox ford University Press, 2016, 197 pp.

DOR: 10.1177/0019464618782214

Kiran Keshavamu ihy’s Beyond Desire: Sexuality in Modern Tamil Literature is
a provocaiive addiron to the still meagre list of titles that critically analyse, as
opposed fo merely describe, modern Indian Jiteratures. Both cultural historians
and literature area siudies Specialists have, since th 1990s, done thorough work
(with regard at leani to some regipnal languages) in/giving us a clear sense of how
prose-production 1nirrored historical deselopments especially the various flavours
of nationalism. Yei ihe gain to both literatur
15 not so rouch mir oring, as difference. What ht a granting of part autonomy
to the literary spheie gain for evolving historiographies of political movements
such as Dravidian dleology? For one, it might be discovered that not all cultural
procuction in Tami ! has deferred to the hegemonic referent of the Dravidian move-
ment. What are these other imaginations of polity‘, community,the household, the
healihy citizen, the working class woman and so on?

Let the book the i guide us through some of these imaginations. The introduc-
tion gives us a baic historical outline and discusses some pertinent booRks_on the
constructions of gender in diverse modern Indian literatures. This is follow by
six chapters, each [ocused on a literary figure (K.P. Rajagopalan, T. Janakiramaxn,
Karichan Kumju aind M.V. Venkatram, Mauni, Dandapani Jeyakantan and Tanjai
Prakash in that order). This is a fairly canonical list for one familiar with twentieth
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How did the seasonal availability of different types of prey
affect it? What were the hierarchies within tiger society?

What was the interaction between tigers and villagers

who live adjoining the park? Such questions were essential
to understand the dynamics of this tiger population and
formulating strategies to ensure its survival. To find the an-
swers, Chundawat and his team radio-collared and tracked
41 tigers for eight years as they roamed a 400 square kilo-
metre area within the reserve.

In the depth of its engagement and its trajectory, the
resulting book rivals Track of the Grizzly, the breathtaking
account by Frank C. Craighead Jr of 13 years of studying
the Grizzly bears in and around Yellowstone National Park.
The researchers spent days and nights in the wild, often in
extreme weather conditions. And their discoveries often
upended conventional wisdom—dominant male tigers
were remarkably tolerant of other non-challenging males,
for instance. Sadly, the writing suffers
from an excess of science jargon, poor
structuring and repetitivencss—at times
reading like a litany of science papers.

Nonetheless, the project at its heart
makes it worth the effort.

With the cooperation of forest de-
partment officials, Chundawat’s findings
helped establish better protocols for tiger
protection, spurring an increase in the
number of tigers living in the reserve to
35 by 2002. It was a conservation success
story that inspired the BBC {ilm Tigers of
the Emerald Forest, from which the book
draws its title.

Soon, however, a new set of forest
officials arrived. Distrusting researchers
like Chundawat, they hindered and cur-
tailed scientific studies in the park, while
growing complacent about security, and
soon the poachers moved in. By the time
Chundawat was forced out of the park in
2004, the population had fallen from 35
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toless than the 15 tigers. But the park authorities and ‘bi-
ased’ wildlife agencies obfuscated or outright denied this.
And, by 2009, all of Panna’s tigers had disappeared.

In less than a decade, therefore, Chundawat observed
the dynamics of a growing population, but also chronicled
the reasons for its precipitous decline. Individual ‘wisdom’
masquerading as science to fashion conservation policies,
the complex mix of politics and paid research that hid fail-
ings, and an outmoded and stagnant notion of ‘protected
areas’ had all contributed to the tragedy, he argues.

“The high point of the work was seeing how my own
perspectives and conclusions changed over time,” Chun-
dawat said in a phone interview. “After 10 years of scientific
work in Panna, I was the biggest critic of the papers I'd
written after two initial years of work in the reserve,” he
added. For instance, he had once focused on the chital as
the tiger's main prey. But his extended research illustrated
that the chital population happened at the
cost of other animals like swamp deer and
sambar, which, in the long run, harmed
the ecosystem.

The tiger population in Panna has
recovered since 2009, but, as Chundawat
points out, small populations such as
these remain vulnerable as long as they
are isolated from others. Creating smaller
satellite populations might, he says, be a
way of making them more resilient. Tt is
also time that the governance of national
park moved away from divvying up parks
into uniform ‘beats’ to a more nuanced
approach that takes the needs and wildlife
of different areas into consideration.

“The sad part is that none of the sci-
ence in my book has been acknowledged
by park authorities,” says Chundawat.
“Things that should not be done are still
being done in Panna.” The mortality of fe-
male tigers in Panna is far higher than that
of males, though in most populations it is
the other way round. “This is something
that needs to be addressed. Why should I
have to point this out? The park officials
should have flagged it themselves.”

Hounded out of Panna, Chundawat
now focuses on tiger conservation outside
protected areas—where the animals are
most likely to come into conflict with
humans. In particular, he’s developing
environmental education programmes for ‘
children in communities that live in areas |
around Panna in the hope that this will
make for “friendlier communities”. =

~Akshai Jain |

dawat
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