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INTRODUCTION

Book Reviews aims to identify the books published recently on all the subjects relevant to
NCERT.

Book Reviews have been selected from Learned Periodicals & Newspapers received in
LDD during the month of May, 2019.

Book Reviews are arranged under broad Subject Headings. Details about the Author,
Title, Place of Publication, Name of Publisher, Year, Pages, Price, ISBN followed by analytical
review with exact reference to periodicals in which reviewed appeared. It will be our endeavour
to bring out this Book Selection Reference Tool.

Book Reviews will be useful to our faculty members in selecting / recommending
relevant books for our library and also to keep abreast of latest publications in their
specialization.

We eagerly await to receive your views and comments.

Chairperson, LDD
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ARTS AND CULTURE

EIATe

The Gulf nation’s new museum celebrates the country’s
biodiversity, cultural heritage, and what’s to come

By Becky Cramer

~Jhe small desert nation of Qatar un-
derwent a crisis on 5 June 2017
Neighboring countries imposed a
blockade that turned it into a virtual
island, surrounded on three sides
by water and on one side by hostile
te111t01y, isolating it politically and elimi-
nating the transport lines that previously
supplied 80% of its food. Qatar’s response
has been to develop domestic resources
and consolidate its national identity. The
28 March opening of the National Museum
of Qatar (NMoQ) in the capital city, Doha,

The author is at the Department of Pre-medical Education,
Weill Cornell Medicine-Qatar, Doha, Qatar. Email: erc4003@
qgatar-med.cornell.edu
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served as a defiant celebration of that iden-
tity as an open Muslim society.

Designed by world-renowned architect
Jean Nouvel, the stunning building that
houses the NMoQ is convincingly modeled
after the desert rose, a fantasti-
cally shaped mineral. Enormous

scapes. The video serves as a backdrop to
a display bench with a handful of birds
and mammals, including a honey badger,
a greater hoopoe-lark, and a lesser kes-
trel, which represent three desert ecotypes
found in the region. Most impressive is the
herd of Arabian oryx, Qatar’s national ani-
mal, which the country helped return from
the brink of extinction through captive
breeding programs.

Moving from desert creatures to the no-
madic people known as the Bedouin, the
bold geometric patterns of the traditional
sadu-woven textiles take center stage.
These fabrics form the walls
and ceiling of Bedouin tents and

discs intersect and project un- National provide ornate adornments for

predictably, creating intriguing  Museumof Qatar  humans and camels alike. The

spaces that demand. exploration Sheikha Amna simplicity of the weaving tools—

and recall the twisting alleys and bint Abdulaziz drop spindles and basic floor
bin Jassim

courtyards associated with his-
toric Middle Eastern cities.
Upon entering the galler-
ies, visitors encounter exquisite
high-definition video, projected from floor
to ceiling directly on the museum’s slanted
walls, that beautifully captures Qatar’s
sand dunes, night skies, and desert land-

Al-Thani, director
Museum Park
Street, Doha, Qatar

looms, with a tensioning device
formed from a goat horn—con-
trasts with the complexity of the
patterns created. Children can
learn the over-under-over-under rhythm of
weaving in an associated family room us-
ing sadu-printed strips.

Images of diverse and striking woven
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patterns escort visitors down the broad
staircase as they exit the desert life galler-
ies for an exhibit dedicated to the coast.
One masterpiece of the collection is the
Baroda Carpet, which emblemizes the im-
portance of trade and pearl diving in early
coastal towns. Displayed in the center of a
gorgeous exhibit of pearl tiaras, earrings,
and necklaces, the carpet was commis-
sioned in the 1860s to honor the grave of
the Prophet Mohammed. It is encrusted
with precious stones and an estimated 1.5
million seed pearls, all obtained through
the toil of pearl divers in the Gulf.

In Nafas (Breath), a film commissioned
from famed director Mira Nair, visitors ex-
perience the intensity of diving for pearls.
Before the discovery of oil, Qatari men had
to leave wives and family for months at a
time as they voyaged to rich pearl beds,
where they free-dove to 25 m in the quest
for pearls. Harrowing though the livelihood
was, it was once a critical source of income.

With the discovery and development of
oil in the mid-1900s—the focus of the fi-
nal galleries—came incredible change and
growth. A scale model of Doha illuminates
how the city has grown from a mere cross-

SCIENCE sciencemag.org

roads to a city of well over a million inhab-
itants. Commonplace glass jars from only
100 years ago (excavated in Doha) are dis-
played alongside ancient arrowheads and
potshards in the archaeological gallery,
making the turn of the 20th century feel
distant indeed in this rapidly changing and
growing society.

Qatar is preparing for further change as
it seeks to move from a petroleum-based to
a knowledge-based economy. Visitors see
evidence for this just beneath the museum’s
surface. The art films that form the back-
bone of the museum are all produced locally
by the Doha Film Institute, and the country’s
focus on educating the next generation is

eviden‘iin six fabulous children’s rooms.

Fxhibit information is presented in
Arabic and in English, and the opening
attracted an eclectic set of international
elites, including French Prime Minister
Edouard Philippe, renowned artist Jeff
Koons, and pop culture icon Victoria Beck-
ham, suggesting that the museum will
serve as an effective vehicle for the coun-
try to engage with a global audience. One
could, however, wish for a more nuanced
conversation about the tension between

With its stfiking exterior (left) and captivating
exhibiis (right), the National Museum of Qatar is
a welcome addition to the country’s capital city.

Qatar’s desire to preserve the natural en-
vironment versus its rapid development
of land and its reliance on fossil fuels for
income and lifestyle.

Nonetheless, visitors will leave the NMoQ
with a deep appreciation for the Qatari land,
the resilience of its people, and the richness
of its heritage. For those who can’t visit in
person, or for visitors who want a richer ex-
perience, Thames & Hudson will publish a
companion book as well as a museum guide
later this year (7, 2). Visitors and readers alike
will feel the duality of a country maintain-
ing a strong connection to its past as it pre-
pares for the future, where it is determined
to maintain an independent position on the
global stage.

REFERENCES AND NOTES
1. P Jodidio, National Museum of Qatar (Thames & Hudson,
2019).
2. Museum of Qatar, National Museum of Qatar: Museum
Guide (Thames & Hudson, 2019).

10.1126/science.aax4593
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Book Review

My Journey from Marxism-Leninism to Nehruvian Socialism: Some
Memories and Reflections on Inclusive Growth by C. H. Hanumantha Rao,
Academic Foundation, New Delhi, (2018), pp. 309, Price: Rs. 1295/-

As a matter of fact review of an autobiography is not an easy task, especially of a
stalwart of the stature of Hanumantha Rao. However, I have made a modest
attempt to write the review simply because Professor S. S. Johl advised me to do
so. My own liking for Hanumantha Rao also motivated me to read this wonderful
book dwelling on the mix of high level intellect and activism. In my opinion,
Hanumatha Rao‘s life is role model for all the pro-people and liberal academia
and intellectuals.

This multi-dimensional auto-biography reflects upon the politico-
economic history of India ever since Independence. While recapitulating the
memories of many actively engaged innings of his long life, C. H. Hanumantha
Rao reflects back on his own politico-economic activities as well as the evolution
of the Indian polity, economy and democracy.

The book is divided into two parts which are further arranged in sub-
parts. Part-1-A consists of 13 chapters which dwell on the early and formative
years as well as the academic, professional and administrative engagements of the
author Part-1-B, having six small chapters, deals with various aspects of
Telanganan movement in the 1960s and challenges before Telapgana state.

Part-1I-A, running into 12 chapters, dwells on Professok Rao’s reflections
and concerns about inclusive growth having bearing on the marginalised sections
of India. These are basically lectures delivered by him on various important
occasions during the last three to four years. Part-1I-B, running into 11 chapters,
dwells on his comments on some books and papers. Most of them are reviews of
books and papers written by eminent economists/social scientists. As such, this
section does not need any review.

Jumping into political activities at the age of 15 (birth 15 May 1929),
Hanumathe Rao became secretary of the Karimmagar unit of the All Hyderabad
students union affiliated to the All India Students Federation. This led to his
rustication from the school. Being member of the Communist Party of India
(CPI), then banned, he was arrested in February 1949 and remained in Jail and
concentration camp till September 1949. However, while his constant company
and interactions with other member and leaders of the CPI in the jail, his political
commitment to the party and the cause became stronger. His commitment
persuaded him to join the underground struggle of the party but later left the
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'underground activities on the advice of senior leaders of the party. From
November 1951 to May 1952, he again served a jail term.

After passing his intermediate examination as a private candidate,
Hanumantha Rao joined the Nizam College, Hyderabad in June 1953 from where
he completed his B.A. Then after completing M.A. in Economics in 1957 from
Osmania University, he got his Ph.D. degree from the Delhi School of
Economics, University of Delhi in 1962. From there starts his journey as an
economist and his long association (1961-1992) with the Institute of Economic
Growth, University of Delhi. This Marxist-Lennist, turned Nehruvian socialist,
has been a member of the Planning Commission, Finance Commission and on the
Board of Direciors of the RBI; Member National Advisory Council; and
Chancellor, University of Hyderabad. He was awarded ‘Padma Bhushan’ in 2004
in the field of literature and education.

The book also reflects back on the history and activities of the
Communist Party of India (CPI); and provides critical appraisal of the party’s
policy and strategy. The Marxist Lennist ideology imbibed in the younger days
continues till now. Nonetheless, his field work in villages during his Ph.D. work
made him to critically think the difference between the ground-reality and
ideology. Nehruvian Socialism through planning in a mixed economy under
democracy providéd an alternative ideological framework for Hanumantha Rao’s
distancing from Marxism-Lennism and tilting towards Nehruvian model of
democratic socialism. Hanumantha Rao got convinced that Nehruvian vision of
equitable development and the possibilities provided by the democratic
framework for mobilizing large sections of people for implementing progressive
measures continue to hold promise under Indian conditions. Such an
understanding made him an enthusiastic supporter of the progressive policies of
Mrs. Indira Gandhi despite his opposition to Emergency in 1975. Nonetheless,
the Nehruvian model got diluted in 1980’s and a complete reversal since 1990s.

Hanumantha Rao’s conviction that civil liberties including freedom of
expression are essential to successfully implement and sustain the government’s
progressive agenda convinced him to be critical of Emergency and expressing his
inability to concede to government’s request to write paper on “Emergency and
Economic Development in India” for the volume “The Emergency: Its Impact”.
Interestingly, the present political scenario is also not giving space to freedom of
expression, difference of opinion and dissent. Hanumantha Rao’s understanding
of Emergency and firm belief in freedom of expression provides a cautionary
note to the political party in power and lends a support to all those who are for
freedom of expression, dissent and difference of opinion. The political parties
across the board, particularly the one curbing the freedom of expression, must
understand that freedom of expression provides a safety net to the vent of the
people corrects the governance and is in their enlightened interests. The

146 Man & Development: March 2019

Constitution of India also upholds the ‘Right to Speech’ and ‘Freedom of
Expression’. The declared emergency suppresses all such rights but ‘un-declared
emergency’ is worse than the former as people continue to remain under the
illusion that they have the fundamental rights.

During his tenure as Planning Commission Member (1982-1986),
Hanumantha Rao strongly advocated for raising public investment by mobilising
resources through widening the tax base and reducing inessential subsidies. He
was of the firm view that public investment in social and physical infrastructure
works as stimulant for private investment. He was supporter of decentralization
of power to rural and urban local government (72™ and 73" An_)endment to the
Constitution) but was concerned about slow process of devolution ofh functions
and adequate finances and functionaries. This is largely tr}le even now in the case
of large number of states and union territories in India which is mainly because of
resistance from the entrenched interests in the society and polity.

As a member of the Economic Administration Reforms Commission,
headed by L. K. Jha (1981), Rao was party to a series of recommendatigns
towards liberalization of the economy. This is departure from Nehruv1a.n
Socialism. However, Rao was votary of strengthening the socio-economic
position of weaker segments along with the release of market forces.
Nonetheless, in pursuit of economic efficiency by the successive governments,
social equity suffered a serious neglect. ‘In the process agriculture, rural
development, health and education suffered from neglect. The adverse
consequences of the economic reforms (despite 8% annual g‘r'owth rate ofAGDP)
were manifested in electoral defeat of NDA in 2004. It was because this that
inclusive growth rate became the prime goal of the llt.h Fivé .Year Plan (ugder
UPA-1). However, integration of economic efficiency with social equity is still a
long way to go. The market-led neo-liberalism shall not be able to promote an
inclusive growth and development.

While discussing the challenges of Post-Nehru era, Rao writes that
stabilizing democracy and strengthening of institutions, despite numerous
constraints, were the towering achievements of Nehru—erg. However, no
significant institutional changes were affected towards redistnbutloq of a§s§tsi
including land. The ‘politics of consensus’ and “class neutral’ economic policies
in effect strengthened the affluent segments. This, in turn, pushgd the goal of
‘socialism’ under the carpet. The rise in the consciousness and unity among the
poor themselves is the pre-condition for social justice. The role of the state as
vanguard is extremely important. However, Rao must know (and I am sure he
knows very well) that the Indian state has been completely overtaken by the
privileged segments. How can then we expect the state to be the vanguard of
social justice and equity.
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Nonetheless, there is growing worldwide concern about the rising
inequalities in income and wealth, global financial and economic crises and
global warming because of unsustainable use of natural resources. Rao
emphasizes that this point towards the continued relevance of the Nehruvian
vision of equitable development through appropriate state intervention in a mixed
economy within a secular and democratic polity.

Hanumantha Rao actively participated and contributed in the debate on
Indian development which is reflected in. He is candidly aware of the fact that the
progress towards achieving inclusive development is determined by socio-
political pressures brought to bear on the ruling establishments not merely by
electoral outcomes but basically by the organised movements of the poor and the
marginalized sections.

Equity and social justice are very close to Rao’s heart. It is out of this
concern that he expects from economists to formulate a theory of inclusive
growth and emphasises that economic policy-makers need to present alternative
models of such a growth where equity and social justice are built into the growth
process itself. ,

Ranjit Singh Ghuman
F
i
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At 4 am on June 16,1993, A.K. Ra-
manujan wrote an unpunctuated para-
graph of what he called ‘free writing”
‘Whatever comes to your mind con-
sciousness epiphenomenon Bosnia Mog-
adishu children with problems Chinese
immigrants. . . pain in the ankle arch
instep acute as sting diffuse as a cloud of
poison emitted by a savage squid cycli-
cal is a phonograph stuck on a phrase’.
This goes on for several more lines,
deseribing vividly the pain he had been
experiencing. Four hours later, at 8 am,
he started another: ‘Pain in the leg, sleep
still in my eyes, waking up in childhood
with conjunctivitis. He then went on to
remember his mother and the Mysore
house he grew up in. The same evening,
in a separate entry, he wrote, “To write
continuously like the trickle stream of
thick honey from a slanted bottle.’ His
preoccupations over the decades had not
changed: memory; a sharp awareness

of sutfering; a desire to write, continu-
ously. Less than a month later, as he was
being prepared for a spinal operation to
relieve the pain in his leg, he was dead.
The University of Chicago, where he had
taught since 1961, lowered the US flag
to half-mast.

Journeys: A Poet’s Diary, co-edited
by Ramanujan’s son Krishna, draws on
the papers—71 boxes worth—the family
had donated to the university’s Joseph
Regenstein Library after Ramanujan’s
death. The book also contains short fic-
tion, one letter (written from Bangalore
in February 1962 to his future wife

Molly), unpublished poetry and drafts of

poems. It also includes several published
poems, among them the frequently
anthologised A River and Chicago Zen.
As the editors explain, the poems were
chosen either because their earlier drafts
had been included or ‘on the basis of

64 | INDIA TODAY | MAY 13, 2019

their relevance to particular themes and
allusions in the prose. Thére are also
photographs from Ramanujan’s life (one
in a beard), and the notes at the back are
both helpful and thorough. . i
The earliest entry in Journeys, from
September 1949, is an autobiographical
story 4 Poem is Born written when he
was 20. Its opening line, ‘He was writing
a poem’, uncannily prefigures the title of
William Carlos Williams's I Wanted to
Write a Poem. In it, the young protago-
nist, Ramoo, though he wears ‘a modest
mask of diffidence’, is an ambitious
poet with thoughts ‘of a young worship-
eyed posterity’ admiring his ‘small neat
hand’. He has a new poem buzzing in
his head: “The words come to his head
in English.... He brought out the paper,
a clean folded sheet, unscrewed the pen,
wiped the nib warmly, but found no ink
on his finger. The pen was dry. He filled
it with ink ‘and in a minor triumph
wiped the overflow against his hair’. But

just as he was settling down to write,

his mother called out to him, ‘Ramoo,
Ramoo! Haven't you brushed your

”’M,

A K. RAMANU]AN 3

JOllrlle)’S

A POET'S DIARY

JOURNEYS

A Poet’s Diary
by A.K. Ramajunan
Edited by Krishna Ramanujan
and Guillermo Rodriguez
HAMISH HAMILTON
¥599; 351 pages

teeth as yet.... One thing and another
and the poem never gets done. Its a
light sketch, written in ‘a transparent,
witty, completely well-tuned English.’
The description is Ramanujan’s, but he
said it of R.K. Narayan, who, like him,
grew up in Mysore. It might be said of
Ramanujan’s English as well. It has the
same mellow, observant, unhurried, one
can say, southern quality.

Readers of Ramanujan are familiar
with the monument that is his work.

In Journeys we can see some of the
preliminary drawings, as well as some
of the features that didn't make it to
the finished building, but they are no
less rewarding. ‘I rummaged through
old papers, Ramanujan tells Molly in
the letter, ‘and found literally scores of
old fragments of poems, and salvaged
some forty very short ones which could
be reworked or expanded, and threw
away a great heap of papers.’ One of the
‘salvaged . .. short ones’ was the near
finished Self-portrait, whose opening
lines ‘I resemble everyone/ but myself’
have been described by Vidyan Ravin-
thiran as ‘one of the best first lines, and
line-breaks, in 20th century verse’. At
the top of the sheet enclosing the mate-
rial that he was sending Molly, Ra-
manujan wrote Just a few, at random’.
Itis areminder that the beginning of
all art is provisional, tentative. Several
of these ‘salvaged’ poems, including
Self-portrait, appear in The Striders,
Ramanujan’s first collection published
in 1966, but others that seem equally
good were left out.

In the same pages as the letter to
Molly and poems, the editors reproduce
a photograph with the caption AKR
and Molly Daniels, wedding day in
Chicago, Ilinois, June 1962". Both look
radiant, as only newlyweds can. But 10
years later, after their divorce, in an-
other fragment, he wrote ‘We’ll not part
/till marriage do / us part -, Which is
immediately followed by: ‘What div- /
orce brought together / let no marriage /
put asunder.’ Ramanujan was con-
stantly ringing variations on whichever
theme he happened to be playing. =

—Arvind Krishna Mehrotra
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BY SATISH PADMANABHAN

have spent most of my school
summer vacations in Pondiche-
rry. My paternal grandfather ran
alodge-cum-canteen there and I
had dozens of uncles, aunts and
cousins of all ages. We would
hurtle down the sleepy little lanes
in cycles, getting our hands burning
with boils as we tried to rip open
the cashew kernel from the milky
fruit in a nearby plantation and,
of course, every afternoon walk
down to the beach, splash around
in the sea till it was dark and return
home with the sandy slippers in
our hands.

For along time, Pondicherry for me
was just like any other Tamil town,
with its men in lungis and women
with cloying jasmine, ‘Meals Ready’
‘Ootels’ and the blazing, white sun,
though there would be some curious
differences: the cycle-rickshawallah
or bus conductor would address my
father as ‘misa’ (derived from mon-
sieur), not ‘saar’ like in Madras, the
streets were ‘roo’ (rue) and Bastille
Day was a big deal, which would fall
while we were there in the summer.
Years later, when friends talked of the
tranquility of Auroville or the authen-
tic European cuisine in the sidewalk
cafes, I would be foxed. Where was
this Pondicherry, how did we miss it
in our summer holidays, did it only
come up later? Aditi Sriram’s book
answers all those questions.

i

Years later, when friends
talked of tranquil -
Auroville or authentic
European cuisine, I'd be
foxed. How did we miss
this Pondicherry in our
summer holidays?

quirky cosmopolitanism of Pondicherry

The author, too, has a distant con-
nect with Pondicherry and she sets
out to find out everything about the
city with Napoleonic vigour. The
White Town, still called so, the
French-coastal town-like promenade,
the imposing and austere Sri
Aurobindo Ashram, the officious and
phlegmatic JIPMER, the aging Old
Lighthouse, the busy Gandhi Thidal,
the bustling Barathi Park, Rathna
Theatre, The Eglise de Notre Dame
des Anges, Manakula Vinayagar Kovil,
Rue Caron, Rue Chermon and Rue
Latouche, the Muslim Quarter, and
Auroville, all come alive. Sriram’s
enthusiasm is infectious and the
reader hobbles along with her to walk
with Peter Heehs, historian and
guardian angel of the city, to meet
Thribhuvan Manoharan, the owner of
Rathna Theatre, chat with the frail
Latadiand Urmiladi who have taught
in the Ashram’s school with Sri
Aurobindo and Mother, discuss how
plural the culture of the place is with
Father A.S. Antonisamy or just shoot
the breeze riding pillion on Aneesh
Raghava’s motorbike.

Sriram, who teaches writing at
Ashoka University, brings in her aca-
demic rigour (abook this slim has 177
notes at the end) and dives deep into
Pondicherry’s history, geography and
anthropology. Its complex relation-
ship with the French—a sort of a poor
cousin whom the French neither
accepted wholeheartedly nor aban-
doned entirely—is discussed atlength.
The only two things T found missing
in the book from my memories of
those summer holidays, and a few

_subgequent trips later, is the weat-
her—hot and humid one minute, blu-
stery and drenched the next—and the
food, quite the same like the sappadu
from the other nearby towns of Tamil
Nadu and yet so different, with the
surprising existence of a crepe stall in
the middle of idli-vadai vendors. [
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Ib’s Endiess Search
for Satisfaction |
Penguin

Seath €
Sulisfarts

Ib lives with his schizophrenic r
father and “quietly sane” mother.

His quest to figure out life and
understand himself has to con-

front the roadblocks set by family,
religion, love and death. With its
playful prose and insightful char-
acterisation, this debut novelisa
poetic meditation on loneliness

and mental illness.

Sanjay Kumar

e Katihar To Kennedy:
The Road Less

Ahar KD i
s .., Travelled | Vani Book
Kpsatnniobssben

Company :

The author chronicles his journey
from Bihar to Harvard’s Kennedy
School and his efforts to give back
to his hometown after returning.
From his lacklustre performance
in school to his academic excel-
lence in college and work with
SEWA, a non-profit, he explores
the challenges, setbacks and
achievements that shaped him.
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Rajesh Patil

¥ B,  Viaa, I've Become
C()//‘vm," F: A Collector |

%5 HarperCollins

\a

Translated from Marathi, the
sub-title of this honest memoir (‘my
journey from crushing rural poverty
to the corridors of power’) explains
it all. Like similar, near-mythical
tales from pre-'47, Patil was born
into chill penury, worked as a

child labourer and through sheer
academic brilliance and will-power
fought to get an education, later
entering the IAS. Overcoming lesser
odds are termed ‘inspiring’. Read
this to find out what truly is.

!
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ur understanding of the universe is in

the midst of a revolution that rivals

the one brought on 100 years ago by
the birth of quantum mechanics and the
discovery of the expansion of the uni-
verse. The standard model of particle
physics provides a well-tested mathe-
matical description of the basic forces and
particles of nature and a springboard for
speculation about a grander unification of
all forces, and the lambda-cold dark mat-
ter (ACDM) cosmology describes the uni-
verse from quantum fluctuations and
quark soup to the formation of galaxies
and today’s accelerated expansion.

Profound puzzles lie at the frontiers
of inner and outer space and link them:
the identity of the mysterious dark matter
that binds galaxies and clusters, the nature
of the dark energy whose repulsive grav-
ity drives accelerated expansion, and the
cause of the putative early inflationary
epoch whose quantum fluctuations be-
came the seeds for cosmic structure. Few
books have attempted to tell the full
story of the microverse and macroverse
and their deep, unexpected connections.
Alvaro De Rujula’s Enjoy Our Universe:
You Have No Other Choice has done so
with success.

De Rujula is a brilliant and opinion-
ated Spanish particle theorist who spent
most of his career at CERN. There he par-

Enjoy Our
Universe

You Have No
Other Choice

i
Alvaro De Rujula ;'
Oxford U. Press, 2018. |
$25.95 i

ticipated in the current revolution of our
understanding of the universe. He is also
known for his dazzling illustrations
drawn on transparencies. Fifty or so are
reproduced in the book in full color, cap-
turing the reader’s attention and getting
the author’s points across. His unique
voice comes through loud and clear in
the text, just as Stephen Hawking’s does
in A Brief History of Time: From the Big
Bang to Black Holes (1988). ;

De Rujula tells us that his book is “in-
tended for anyone —independently of the
education (s)he has suffered —who is in-
terested in our basic current scientific un-
derstanding of the Universe.” You won't
find the multiverse or superstring theory
here; he sticks to what we really know —
which is already amazing enough—and
eschews speculation.

The book is organized into 37 bite-
sized chapters, each in essence a mini-
lecture. (Oops, T have revealed the big se-
cret, De Rujula is teaching the reader a
lot of physics.) Some of the chapters are

as short as one page—for example, chap-
ter 8, which sums up the standard model.
Others cover more technical detail or
asides to the main narrative, such as
chapter 15, “Is Basic Science Useful?”

The author also has a star system for
flagging the more challenging material;
like the Michelin guide, he awards each
chapter from one to three stars. Brace
yourself: Chapter 13, on renormalizable
relativistic quantum field theories, rates
only two stars. In the same spirit, Enjoy
Our Universe features 104 footnotes,
some of which are quite entertaining,
and a useful glossary of terms and
acronyms. De Rijula revels in acronyms,
including ones of his own creation such
as WEAHM (With Exactly All His
Might), so the glossary is essential.

The first four short chapters are a
warm-up on the basics of science. De
Rujula does a wonderful job of covering
the scientific method and conveying that
science is a human activity. He even
makes a discussion of units interesting.
From there, he moves on to explain the
standard model of particle physics. This
is where Enjoy Our Universe really
shines. Particle theory is De Rujula’s spe-
cialty, and he participated in many of the
field’s most important events, including
the discoveries of the charm quark in
1974 and the Higgs boson in 2012. On the
other hand, although it is important to
understand the twin paradox, and the
pedagogy is great, two chapters on the
twins is a bit much.

The last third of the book is devoted
to modern cosmology and the ACDM
model, the cosmological counterpart to
the standard model. It is all there and
clearly explained, but with'less passion
and a few errors. For instance, De Rajula

“includes a picture of Edwin Hubble with

his 1909 championship University of
Chicago basketball team, but in the text
refers to Hubble as an outstanding foot-
ball player and law major. Neither is
true. De Rajula also doesn’t do justice to
the tortured path to recognizing the ex-
pansion of the universe for what it is—
the expansion of space —and he muddles
the fascinating history of the cosmic mi-
crowave background. However, none of
these are major flaws.

The biggest surprise is what De Rujula
doesn’t cover or comment on: supersym-
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metry, superstrings, particle dark matter,
or other big mysteries. The author is not
a fan of supersymmetry or superstrings,
which have so dominated particle theory
for 30 years, and I was hoping to hear
him opine as he did in his 1986 Nature
essay “Theoretical physics: Superstrings
and supersymmetry” or in his 1985
workshop talk entitled “Supersymmetry
or Superstition?” The title of his final
chapter, “In Spite of Our Admitted Igno-

rance,” had me ready for his thoughts on
dark matter and dark energy. I was eager
to learn where he thinks the two now-in-
tertwined fields are going. But I was dis-
appointed when the book ended
abruptly and with a whimper rather
than a bang.

There is much to recommend in this
book: the beautiful drawings that chron-
icle, teach, and entertain; the passionate

‘ recollection of the 1974 “Charm Revolu-

ECTION, CC BY 40

VISIT OF THE QUEEN TO THE LOAN COLLECTION OF SCIENTIFIC APPARATUS

AT SOUTH XENSINGTON

PROFESSOK, TVNDALL EXPLAINING THE ACTION OF THE FQigHORN

JOHN TYNDALL demonstrates a foghorn to Queen Victoria and her entourage.

markable as his life. The celebrated

Irish physicist was known for his pop-
ular lectures on science, his daring climbs
in the Swiss Alps, and his discovery of the
phenomenon that we now know as the
greenhouse effect. By the time he was in
his early seventies, Tyndall suffered from
severe insomnia and took a pair of med-
ications to combat it: chloral and magne-
sia. But on 4 December 1893, his wife,
Louisa, unfortunately confused the two
bottles, which resulted in his death from
chloral overdose 10 hours later.

lohn Tyndall’s death was nearly as re-
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The grief-stricken Louisa set out to
complete a “life and letters” volume in her
husband’s honor, the usual way to com-
memaratt a great thinker in Victorian
Britain. Books such as Life and Letters of
Thomas Henry Huxley (1900) and The Life
and Letters of Faraday (1870) helped secure
the legacies of other men of science. But
Louisa was unable to complete the mas-
sive task of transcribing her husband’s
correspondence before her own death in
1940. Despite fame during his lifetime,
Tyndall faded into near-obscurity during
the 20th century.

tion,” in which De Rujula was instru-
mental; the story of Michael Faraday, the
first scientist with a vision to unify
physics; and the art and history sprin-
kled throughout. As you will learn if you
read Enjoy Our Universe, De Rujula is an
engaging tour guide of this remarkable
revolution in physics.
Michael S. Tarner
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Now historian Roland Jackson has
given Tyndall a weighty biography, The
Ascent of John Tyndall: Victorian Scientist,
Mountaineer, and Public Intellectual, that
explores both Tyndall as a person and his
place in Victorian science. The Ascent of
John Tyndall chronicles the man’s varied
and fascinating life using quotes from his
journals and from his extensive corre-
spondence. From those sources, Jackson
provides a fine-grained account of Tyn-
dall’s day-to-day life—his social circles,
his financial situation, his romantic
hopes and disappointments. Here is a
typical passage: “Tyndall now termi-
nated his employment with [Richard]
Carter.... [He] believed that Carter owed
him £257, but offered to settle for £200, of
which £180 was left on account. Carter
hosted a farewell dinner on 16th August,
inviting [Thomas] Hirst and their col-
league Jemmy Craven too. A few days
later, Tyndall left for Manchester and
from thence the south.”

Many readers will welcome the chance
to immerse themselves in Tyndall’s world
this way, but others may find themselves
bogged down and skimming passages
on topics that interest them less.

Tyndall came from humble origins.
Born around 1820 in the Irish town of
Leighlinbridge, he began his working
life as a land surveyor. His interest in
science blossomed in early adulthood,

The Ascent of
John Tyndall

Victorian Scientist,
Mountaineer, and
Public Inteltectual
Roland Jackson

Oxford U. Press, 2018.
$34.95

ROLAND jackson




and after doctoral work in Germany, his
research on diamagnetism eventually
won him a position at London’s Royal In-
stitution. There, Tyndall became known
for his work on the mechanics of glacier
formation, the properties of light, and
the absorption and emission of radiant
heat—including the earliest description
of the greenhouse effect. His lively Fri-
day Evening Discourses at the Royal In-
stitution became a sought-after ticket for
fashionable Londoners and, along with
his popular writings, made him one of
Britain’s most famous scientific figures.
Tyndall was also a daring mountaineer;
the chapter on his Alpine adventures—
including a harrowing accident climbing
the Matterhorn—is especially gripping.
After many romantic disappointments
in his twenties and thirties, Tyndall even-
tually married Louisa Hamilton, the old-
est daughter of Lord Claud Hamilton, in

fense, and Jackson quotes passages in
which Tyndall argued that enslaved men
and women in Jamaica were inherently
inferior to “Englishmen.” Jackson writes
that “Tyndall and others did not see this
as prejudice; it was simply the way
things were.” But many others in the
1860s did not see it that way, and in a
book of this length and detail, a fuller
discussion was warranted.

I came to this book familiar with Tyn-
dall; T spent five years as a postdoc and

editor on the John Tyndall Correspon-
dence Project. Even so, I learned some-
thing new on every page of The Ascent of
John Tyndall. Jackson’s careful scholar-
ship has produced a thorough and ab-
sorbing account of Tyndall’s life and
work. Historians of science and anyone
fascinated by Victorian life will be glad
that Tyndall has a biography at last.
Melinda Baldwin
PHysics ToDAY
College Park, Maryland

: Programmable DC Power Supplies » 20kV

SRS has added four new high voltage
power supplies to the PS300 series —
—10kV;+10kV, -20kV and +20kV. All
PS300 series supplies offer a wide range
of features including programmable
current and voltage limits, selectable
overload response, short circuit protection,
and a GPIB computer interface.

1876. Despite the age difference—Tyndall
was 55 and Louisa, 30 —the marriage was
a happy one. Louisa was an intelligent
woman who gave Tyndall an enormous
amount of help with his correspondence
i and proofreading, occasionally at the cost
l of her own health.

l But even Louisa’s example could not
shake Tyndall’s belief in the intellectual | |
inferiority of women. Jackson does not
shy away from Tyndall’s beliefs on topics
such as sex and race or excuse them as ‘
mere by-products of the Victorian era; as | |
he writes in the introduction, “that they
were typical of the time does not reduce
their impact today.” Even so, the book | | .
occasionally has a tendency to soften or
quickly move past unpleasant state-
ments and views.

For example, when writing about
Tyndall’s belief in female inferiority, | |
Jackson concludes that “it was not only
over women that Tyndall sought to as-
sert his scientific authority. His books
and lectures all conveyed a superior ex-
pertise that he communicated to a rela-
tively inexpert public.” But Tyndall’s
work as a popularizer and his faith in his
own knowledge do not change the fact
that he could regard men but not women
as potential equals.

Similarly, Jackson delves into Tyn-
dall’s participation in the “Eyre affair,”
the 1867 trial of Jamaican governor Ed-
ward John Eyre, whose declaration of
martial law during a protest resulted in
the murder of more than 400 black Ja-
maicans. Tyndall spoke out in Eyre’s de-
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INSTITUTE FOR
ADVANCED STUDY

IAS

The Institute for Advanced Study intends
to make a new professorial appointment in
physics in the School of Natural Sciences.
Only candidates with distinguished schol-
arly accomplishments in this field will be
considered.

We invite applications and nominations for
this position. These should contain a curric-
ulum vitae and bibliography, and be sent by
June 30, 2019 to Michelle Sage, Adminis-
trative Officer, School of Natural Sciences,
Institute for Advanced Study, Einstein Drive,
Princeton, New Jersey 08540, USA. Email:
michelle@ias.edu. All communications will
be held in strict confidence. The Institute
for Advanced Study is an equal opportuni-
ty institution, and we especially welcome
applications or nominations. from under-
represented groups.

Where did the

“New Books” go?

Physics Today Online now

features a monthly online
catalog listing newly published
books in the physical sciences.
Available at:

https://physicstoday.scitation.
org/ department/
commentary-and-reviews
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igh-energy and condensed-matter
physicists have long enjoyed a fruit-
ful interchange of ideas and tech-
niques. The microscopic laws that govern
elementary particles share a surprising
number of similarities with the collective

behavior of matter at macroscopic scales.
For example, the standard model of par-
ticle physics relies heavily on the notion
of spontaneously broken global and local
symmetries, concepts that have their
roots in the observed behavior of ferro-
magnets and superconductors.

A relatively new example of the con-
tinuing dialog between the two fields is
holographic quantum matter, a subject
physicists have been vigorously pursu-
ing for more than a decade. Develop-
ments originating in superstring theory
have led to the remarkable realization
that-stroMgly interacting quantum mat-
ter can be modeled in terms of gravita-
tional physics in one higher dimension
and that gravitational physics can also
be modeled as quantum matter. That
approach is variously referred to as
gauge/gravity duality, holography,
holographic duality, or the anti-de Sit-
ter/conformal field theory correspon-
dence, and there is by now a vast litera-
ture on the subject. Holographic Quantum
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Holographic
Quantum Matter ’

Sean A. Hartnoll,
Andrew Lucas, and
Subir Sachdev

MIT Press, 2018.
$65.00

Matter, anew book by Sean Hartnoll, An-
drew Lucas, and Subir Sachdev, gives an
excellent conceptual overview of the
field while providing enough technical
detail for the reader to perform relevant
computations.

. A few key ideas that underlie holo-
graphic duality are useful to keep in
mind to appreciate the scope and limita-
tions of that approach. First of all, we
have the large-N approximation. Since
the 1970s physicists have known that
strongly interacting quantum systems
can simplify drastically if the number
of degrees of freedom is taken to be
large. Indeed, the theory becomes effec-
tively classical when expressed in terms
of the appropriate collective variables.
Remarkably, under the right circum-
stances this collective description in-
cludes gravity in one higher dimension.
Hence classical general relativity, cou-

\\




pled to matter fields of various types,
emerges out of strongly
quantum matter.

interacting

If the gravitational theory is sufficiently
simple—that is, accurately governed by a
Lagrangian with a small number of fields
and interactions—holographic duality be-
comes useful. The emergence of a new
holographic spatial dimension leads to
physics at different scales in the original
system being projected to physics at differ-
ent locations in the holographic direction.

Next, entropy generation and dissi-
pation are key concepts governing the
out-of-equilibrium dynamics of interact-
ing matter. Thermal systems are mapped
by the duality to black holes, whose ther-
mal nature is due to Hawking radiation.
Entropy generation arises when matter
falls through the black hole horizon, a
process readily
often numerically, systems of differential
equations.

Finally, the physics of ordinary met-
als can be formulated in terms of quasi-
particles and the associated Landau-
Fermi liquid paradigm. Physicists have
a strong understanding of the thermo-
dynamic and transport properties of

described by solving, |

such systems, but there is intense interest
in materials that fall outside that para-
digm. When no quasiparticles are pres-
ent, the physics is instead governed by a
quantum critical soup of gapless degrees
of freedom. Traditional quasiparticle-
based tools are ineffective in that context,
but holographic duality maps_thoge sys-
tems to classical field theory modes,
yielding a description that is tractable
analytically.

The authors of Holographic Quantum
Matter systematically develop all these
fundamental ideas along with their ap-
plications to thermodynamic and trans-
port phenomena, both near and far from
equilibrium. Some connection is made to
experiments in systems such as cuprate
superconductors, graphene, and heavy
fermion compounds. To properly absorb
the material, the reader should be com-
fortable with general relativity and
quantum field theory and should have
broad familiarity with condensed-matter
physics, although some topics could be
learned on the fly as needed. The reader
should come away appreciating that
holographic duality provides a novel
class of solvable models for strongly in-

teracting quantum matter However,
holographic duality is best viewed as a
way of placing certain universal phe-
nomena in a tractable framework. It is
not reasonable to expect a specific grav-
itational model to accurately describe in
full detail a specific physical system of
interest.

The authors are exceptionally well
qualified to review the given subject;
they are responsible for many of the de-
velopments discussed in this review. The
prose is clear and authoritative through-
out. I appreciated the efforts the authors
made to identify unifying themes rather
than simply describing one model after
another. The extensive list of references
will be very helpful for the reader who
wishes to delve deeper. Each chapter
contains a collection of well-thought-out
problems taken from the literature. I rec-
ommend Holographic Quantum Matter
without question to anyone who wishes
to pursue research at the interface of con-
densed-matter and high-energy physics
or to anyone interested in a broad
overview of an active and fruitful field.

Per Kraus
University of California, Los Angeles
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TT would require an
,EM enormous leap of faith
to deny that the crisis of
joblessness ranks among
the topmost of India’s so-
cial and economic woes.
Yet, the Narendra Modi
government, instead of
conceding this, let alone
addressing it meaning-
fully, has chosen to create
another crisis, the jobs-
data crisis. A number of
election surveys conducted
in the run-up to the Lok
Sabha election have con-
firmed that the issue of
jobs, or rather the lack of
employment opportunit-
ies, is the most important
issue that voters—irre-
spective of their voting
preference—have identi-
fied.

Undaunted by the va-
cuum in official data, the
2019 edition of the State of
Working India, sets out
the grim scenario of the
terrain in which unem-
ployment has acquired
such critical significance as
a popular issue articulated
by Indians. It posits that
the controversy caused by
the suppression of the re-
lease of official statistics by
the National Statistics
Commission continues to
simmer because “there is
now fully established polit-
ics of unemployment in In-
dia”.

In other words, irre-
spective of whether polit-

mass unemployment. svv. sripHAR

STATE OF
WORKING

Striking findin

This book is a must-read for all those with a
interest in the defini:ig Indian problem of th
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State of Working
India, 2019

Centre for
Sustainable
Employment,
Azim Premiji
University, 2019

Pages: 143

ical parties pay heed to it or
not, there is now a
groundswell of popular de-
mand for a war on unem-
ployment, reminiscent of
India Gandhis Garibi
Hatao slogan that swept
her to office in the 1971 Lok
Sabha election.

This study has been
compiled by a team of re-
searchers led by Amit
Basole, who teaches at
Azim Premji University. It
makes a painstaking ana-
lysis of data available in a
situation in which official
statistics on employment/
unemployment are in dis-
array, which some would
allege has been deliber-
ately created by the Modi
government in order to
avoid embarrassment.
Academics attempting to
piece together a profile of
employment and unem-
ployment find that the an-

nual household surveys of
the Labour Bureau (the last
one was in 2015) and the
National Sample Survey
Office’s (NSSO) five-year
employment-unemploy-
ment surveys (EUS) have
both been discontinued.
The void in data avail-
ability on this vital national
question has been caused
by the suppression of the
Periodic Labour Force Sur-
vey (PLFS) of the NSSO,
which came out into the
open only because an en-
terprising journalist man-
aged to access the report.
Obviously, a report on the
state of jobs in India could
not do without some reli-
able data set, even if official
data are not available.
State of Working India
uses the privately run
Centre for Monitoring In-
dian Economy’s (CMIE)
data that are based on

household surveys cover-
ing 1,60,000 households
and 5,22,000 individuals.
The CMIE data are based
on a Consumer Pyramids
Survey that goes back to
-each respondent in three
“waves” during a calendar
year.

The report includes a
few basic comparisons
with other data sets and
concludes that the labour
force participation rate
and the workforce parti-
cipation rate for men es-
timated by the CMIE are
comparable with the EUS
of both the NSSO as well as
the Labour Bureau, al-
though they vary signific-
antly for women.

UNEMPLOYMENT
AMONG YOUTHS

The findings are striking.
The analysis of the CMIE
data reveals that five mil-
lion Indian men lost their
jobs between 2016, when
demonetisation was un-
leashed on a hapless popu-
lation, and 2018.
Significantly, there is no
estimate of how many wo-
men lost their jobs. Given
that the nature and terms
of employment for women
are far more tenuous, the
total number of jobs lost
since November 2016
could be much higher, pos-
sibly at least eight million.
Both the CMIE as well as
the leaked PLFS data re-
veal that the overall unem-
ployment rate in India was
about 6 per cent in 2018,
double thelevels prevailing
in the 2000-11 period. But
a disaggregated picture
provides a clue as to why
unemployment is such a
burning political issue
now. Strikingly, the levels
of unemployment among
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youths is unconscionably
high. Even more appalling
is the fact that young wo-
men bear an even bigger
burden of joblessness.

Consider this: the rate
of unemployment among
urban women graduates is
34 per cent even though
they constitute just 10 per
cent of the working age
population in urban India.
The situation is even more
pathetic for men in the 20-
24 year age group. Urban
men in this age group ac-
count for 13.5 per cent of
the working age popula-
tion, but a whopping 60
per cent of them are unem-
ployed.

To be sure, the rising
levels of unemployment
are not merely an urban
phenomenon nor are they
a problem that is confined
to the educated. The youth
dimension is obvious: the
median age of the Indian
population is just 28. It is
obvious that the much cel-
ebrated demographic di-
vidend that India was
expecting to cash in on has
passed on.

But it would be a trav-
esty of truth to consider
that the scourge of unem-
ployment is confined to the
ranks of the educated. The
less educated and those
working in informal occu-
pations have also been hit
hard, especially since de-
monetisation, as has been
repeatedly confirmed by
numerous anecdotal ex-
amples from across the
country since 2016. The in-
troduction of goods and
services tax in 2017
worsened the already grim
situation for the less edu-
cated who were more de-
pendent on  informal
sources of employment for
a livelihood.

An analysis of the
CMIE’s raw wave-wise

data by the authors reveals
that “open unemploy-
ment” among this section
of the workforce has also
fallen since 2016. How is it
possible for the desper-
ately poor, those with less
educational attainments,
to remain out of work?

The report suggests
that it is possible that
people engaged in such
jobs may have lost access
to the more regular jobs
that they earlier had,
which meant that the
probability of them being
captured as being
ployed” in the surveys may
have diminished signific-
antly.

The report warns that
despite heightened media
and political attention on
joblessness among the
educated in the aftermath
of the jobs-data crisis, it
would be a mistake to ig-
nore the problem of unem-
ployment in this section of
the population. “[ In abso-
lute terms, this is a much
larger number of people in
the more vulnerable sec-
tions of society,” it warns.

The question of why
the educated prefer out-
right unemployment even
if they could find lower-
paid and less secure jobs
may appear perplexing at
first glance. The report ob-
serves that cultural, or to
use the more fashionable
term “aspirational”, factors
may explain why people
from this section prefer to
remain poor. However, a
more plausible explana-
tion could be that the relat-

“«
em-

— A
ively better educated do

not wish to remain caught
in a low-wage trap.

Of course, there are
also cultural factors, under
whose rubric would come
those performing the most
demeaning of tasks, such
as manual scavenging.

it
el

ETUDBENTS BE

The Magsaysay Award
winner Bezwada Wilson
has  repeatedly, and
poignantly, pointed out
that the sons of manual
scavengers want nothing
more than an escape from
perhaps the filthiest of all
Indian occupations.
Clearly, it is not a matter of
wage rates for these poor,
mostly Dalits. But this
“mindset” of choosing to
remain out of work is not
confined to the poorest.
This correspondent re-
cently met an Uber driver
who, with a diploma in
printing technology in
Chennai, had worked
many years in several me-
dia establishments until he
lost his job about two years
ago. “I started driving a cab
last year because I was not
able to get ajob in my field,
but this is a thankless job
too and I barely make ends
meet,” he said. He said he
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sk to various organisations '
participate in a demonstration demanding more job
opportunities, in New Delhi on February 7.

would rather get back to a
job in his area of expertise
even if it meant a pay
climbdown. This same
“mindset” is visible in
young women who would
rather work in a chain
store or a garment factory
with extended hours of
work and not-so-great pay
rather than work as do-
mestic help with possibly a
higher earning,.

What these examples
demonstrate is not irra-
tionality as casual observ-
ers of the world of Indian
joblessness would inter-
pret but a view in which
workers try to maximise
their earnings over a life-
time in the workforce in-
stead of the immediate.
The Uber driver -cited
earlier said: “If T get back
to my earlier work, even at
a lower wage, there is at
least the prospect of my ex-
pertise being recognised

o
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near Mumbai, on February 11.

later, but if I stay hitched
to Uber, I have nothing to
look forward to.” Clearly,
the mainstream view on
unemploymentin all its di-
mensions is a bankrupt
one, one that has outlived
any relationship to reality.
For far too long, em-
ployment has been seen as
a byproduct of economic

Rs.1 crore (standardised to
the value of the rupee in
2015) of investment in or-
ganised  manufacturing
generated 80 jobs in the
early 1980s; by 2015, the
same investment resulted
in only 10 jobs. Greater

automation, accompanied
by higher labour pro-
ductivity, has disrupted

processes, an extension of the link between the
the trickle-down theory of quantum of investment
economic growth, if you and employment.

will. This simple-minded
reasoning was based on
the logic that growth
would automatically lead
to employment. So all that
governments needed to do
was to promote growth
through encouragement of
the private sector, and jobs
would start rolling out.
The empirical evidence,
particularly on the elasti-
city of employment to in-
vestment, utterly
demolishes this fallacy.
The study points out that

The report adds value

by suggesting that there is

a need to introduce an
urban employment pro-
gramme that would ad-
dress the serious deficit in
the provision of social ser-
vices such as health, edu-
cation and public works. It
offers detailed proposals
for initiating works that
would not only improve
the quality of life, while be-
ing ecologically sustain-
able, but also address the
problem of rampant un-

HHRLAYED MEM and women holding envelopes containing their biodata addressed to the Prime Minister,
during a protest organised by the Nationalist Congress Party against rising unemployment, outside a post office in Thane,

employment. Combined
with a programme of
providing universal basic
services, these have
enormous potential to ad-
dress the problem of
Jjoblessness.

The problem of unem-
ployment in India has
been generally addressed
by two kinds of ap-
proaches. The first has
been the utterly witless fo-
cus on the economic, the
mindset that proposes eco-
nomic growth as the magic
wand.

At the other end of the
spectrum, but which only
appears in fits ‘and starts,
lies the proposition that
treats welfarism as a cure.
This more populist view,

with no clear and transpar-
ent underpinning to the
economy, has also been
rendered ineffective, espe-
cially since liberalisation
began in the 1990s. In both
these views, employment
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policies pursued in other faily
realms, social and eco- that
nomic. These approaches as &
need to be turned on their €0s;
heads, the focus being on patis
increasing employment to “an 2
solve problems in other an a
realms. And, given the the v
huge backlog of under- ated
development, there are pres:
plenty of opportunities decic
waiting. ﬁ:o.m
Clearly, the articula- ‘ ViS10
tion of joblessness as the 4 to le
defining Indian problem, ; corn
especially of youths, de- , othe
mands a new economics, a g -~ seix
new sociology and a new dec1’|
politics of unemployment ety.”
in India. If this is not un- worlc
dertaken on an urgent ConTe;

basis, the legitimacy of th
Indian ruling establis
ment may well be in peril
This book is a must-re
for all those with an i
terest in the defining I
dian problem of the da
mass unemployment.
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A Mediatised Half-decade

MEENA MENON

rime Minister Narendra Modi

launched his “Main Bhi Chowkidar”

campaign to kick-start his 2019
election campaign, which, while attract-
ing criticism, was already trending on
Twitter globally with over 1.4 lakh tweets
on 17 March, with many of his followers
calling themselves chowkidar to pledge
support. This is a change from the earlier
2014 campaign line of “Ab ki Bar Modi
Sarkar” signifying his humility and keen-
ness to serve the nation again, which was
already reflected in labelling himself
“pradhan sevak.”

One of the features of social media
platforms is the intensely personal na-
ture of communication and the instant
response they can provoke. This would
be as good a time as any to read Pamela
Philipose’s new book that takes us
through the “mediatised half decade,”
from 2011 to 2015, and her analysis of se-
lect events covered by the media in a
world that has dramatically changed in
the way it communicates and the forms
of social media platforms available.

Agenda Setting

Other than the prescient analysis of the
media and its diverse avatars during
2011-15, the most significant takeaway
from Philipose’s new book is how the
media, through its agenda setting, made
corruption a major issue in India. This
was an important precursor to the “me-
dia’s shifting terrain” that the author
analyses in the course of six chapters. By
exclusively focusing on corruption and
wantonly ignoring other crucial issues
that have an impact on the poor and

- lower middle class, the media in a way

manufactured a new, all-encompassing
grouse and it was an easy one to focus
on. Almost anyone in India has had to
deal with corruption in some form or the
other and it struck a chord immediately
with the middle class in the country.
Political parties latched on to corruption
campaigns and several important elec-
tions were won based on this single theme.

24

Media’s Shifting Terrain: Five Years That
Transformed the Way India Communicates

by Pamela Philipose, New Delhi: Orient BlackSwan, 2079,;.
pp 302, T575.

Social movements came up to demand
the right to information (rT1) and organ-
isations like the Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan spearheaded campaigns that
enabled people to fight for their rights
and entitlements. However, Philipose
points out,

It was the mediatised middle class which

developed a more intimate feeling of being

denied their due entitlements as citizens,
consumers, voters and were quick to take
ownership of anti-corruption activism, spurred
by the perception (furthered by mainstream
media editorialising) that corruption was an
attempt to steal the assets of the tax paying

public. (p 36)

It is not as if the media had not cov-
ered corruption before. The author looks
back to post-independence scams, in-
cluding one involving the government-
run Life Insurance Corporation, the Na-
garwala scandal, and the Antulay ce-
ment scam. The attention newspapers of
the day paid to the issue was undeniably
one of the reasons why the post-inde-
pendent Indian state was under constant
pressure to be seen to address the issue.
The 2011 mobilisation against corrup-
tion drew on earlier campaigns built up
by the media.

The making of corruption as a politi-
cal cause through the India against
Corruption (1ac) campaign of 2011 was
undergirded by network communica-
tion and media convergence on a scale
never before deploifed in the country
for a single focus crusade. It held signi-
ficant sociopolitical consequences for
the country, both at the juncture when
it took place and in the years that
followed (p 28).

These lines set the tone for the chapter,
“Framing Corruption in Today’s Times,”
which unpacks the reasons why the Indian
media came to train its energies once
again on this issue.

The book tries to explain the role of
the media, which she calls an “empa-
thetic sutradhar” in propelling Modi to
the centre stage of national politics, and
the impacts of mediatisation with its so-
cial and political consequences. Starting
with a scrutiny of the Anna Hazare fast,
the author goes on to dwell on the public

“=protests against the gang-rape of Nirb-

haya in 2012, the Delhi elections of 2013
and 2015, and the general elections of
2014. These five developments taken
together constitute what the book terms
as the “mediatised half decade.”

Each of these five developments
featured in the book as a “mediatised”
event. Modi’s emergence from a leader
universally condemned for the Gujarat
riots in 2002 to an acceptable public
leader and, eventually, Prime Minister,
would not have been possible without
media framing. Similarly, the Aam
Aadmi Party (aAp) could not have cap-
tured Delhi electorally, not once but

twice in succession, without deliberate
communication strategies and micro-

management of voter sentiments through
media messaging. Similarly, the sponta-
neous public outrage over the Delhi rape
case and the huge mobilisation in sup-
port of the assaulted woman would have
been unthinkable without widespread
media engagement.

Expanding Digital Media

To understand the phenomenon a little
better, Philipose cites sociologist John B
Thompson’s definition of mediatisation
as a general process by which trans-
mission of symbolic forms and public
discourse “becomes increasingly medi-
ated by the technical and institutional
apparatus of the media industries”
(p 19). The years 2011-15 saw heavy inv-
estment in the media as well as the
expansion of global giants like Google,

Facebook and Twitter, and private con- ~

solidation of media empires, according
to her. “Path-breaking communication
technologies and social media plat-
forms” invaded new geographical spaces,
and “new discourses seeped in commu-
nal rhetoric emerged.”

In India, according to Philipose, 2010
could be considered as the year that served
as a springboard for the mediatised
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half-decade. The rapid expansion of dif-

ferent kinds of media was reflected in

the data thrown up in the 2011 Census,
which showed how, while less than 47%
households had toilets within the prem-
ises, 47.2% of them had television sets
and 63.2% had telephones. Newspapers
were also growing at this point but, as
she says, the real transformations were
taking place in mobile telephony and
digital media. Media content, practices,
and technologies were coalescing in in-
numerable ways.

India was now witnessing media con-
vergence, which was bringing together
older and newer media in various ways
on a scale never hitherto imagined. The
rapid spread of communication techno-
logy in a disparate, heterogeneous, une-
qual country like India over the first dec-

- ade of the 21st century allowed it to join
the ranks of the most mediatised socie-
ties in the world. It is the mobile tele-
phone and the internet that acted as the
enablers of this leap (p 15).

A range of corruption issues, includ-
ing the 2G licence allocation scam and
Commonwealth Games frauds, many of
them exposed by the government’s own
audit mechanisms, segued into the 1ac
protests in 2011. The information built
upon these cases stayed in the limelight
for a long period thanks to sustained
media coverage. The author quotes a
study by the Centre for Media Studies
which found that the time Tv channels
gave to news stories on corruption in
2010 had increased by over four times
from 2005, with the focus on state, rather
than the private sector, corruption. Most
important was the finding that people’s

-perception that corruption was rising
more sharply than ever, drew more di-
rectly from the media’s coverage rather
than their own experience of it.

India against Corruption

The 1ac protest drew on a widespread™
perception that corruption was denying
people their rights and robbing tax-
payers of their dues. Citing John Mason,
Philipose says that this politics of anti-
politics came out of a feeling among
the urban middle class that those in
power cannot resolve the crises and it
was they themselves who could change

Economic & Political WEEKLY

the system by coming together. The 1ac
protests reflected the public mood
against corruption like few others had,
feeding directly into the strategic plans
of the opposition parties which used it to
attack the Congress-led United Prog-
ressive Alliance (upa). The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJp) notably grabbed the
chance “presented by the anti-corrup-
tion mood in the country to present itself
as the moral arbiter of the country’s poli-
tics.” Hazare’s fast against corruption
became a wake-up call to political par-
ties but it also gave them a stick to beat
the ruling alliance with and set the stage
for a future victory based on promises of
returning black money, ending corrup-
tion and the like.

The author finds that the social media’s
coverage of the 1Ac protests attracted
mainstream media attention. “In that
sense,” she observes that “social media
acted as a catalyst to achieve the impres-
sive convergerce of media presence that
marked the 1ac protests.” For the main-
stream media, engaging with the cam-
paign was also a way to shore up their
own image which had been battered after
the Radia tapes episode (which exposed
the media’s affinity to business houses
and their emergence as mediators in
political appointments).

In 2011, Modi took to Twitter, the first
among politicians to tweet on the 1ac
fast. He attacked the Congress and gave
Hazare’s fast an almost Gandhian stature
by saying that the nation was concerned
about his health. Industrialists too issued
letters in favour of the mobilisation.
Television anchors like Arnab Goswami
on Times Now changed track to focus
solely on Hazare’s fast and it was the
visual medium that came to provide it
with a la"rger—than—life aura. According
to one study cited in the book, from
3 to 11 April 2011 there were 655 hours
of coverage and of the 5,657 news clips
reviewed, only 65 had negative under-
tones. The coverage also netted 3175.86
crore for the channels. However, “Anna
fatigue” did set in soon, and when Hazare
went on fast in the third phase of the
protest held in Mumbai, it drew very
thin crowds, with the Jan Lokpal Bill
that was one of the demands, coming in
for strong public criticism.

MAY 4, 2019 VOL LIV NO 18

The coverage of the fast was a case of
mainstream media following social media,
and the person who realised the effec-
tiveness of social media was Arvind
Kejriwal, then a little known rT1 activist.
Innovative techniques like the dispatch
of bulk messages to 1,00,000 at a time
using International Business Machines
Corporation (1BM) technology bumped
up the presence and visibility of the pro- '
test. An exclusive Facebook page (“the
mothership of the campaign”) bringing
together diverse protestors located in diff-
erent parts of the country, Twitter hash-
tags, and even an app to take the fight
against corruption to the next level, were
among the pantheon of devices used.

Yet, as Philipose concludes, while the
media can act as a force multiplier to
build support for a campaign, it can just
as easily contribute to its dissipation.
While being able to expedite agenda set-
ting on a national scale, they do not wish
to disrupt power relations within society
because they emerge from those very
same structures of power themselves..

Coverage of Rape Case

In the case of the coverage of the Nirbhaya
rape case, however, it was the media
coverage and the spontaneous outrage
on the streets that led to a government-
appointed committee headed by Justice
J S Verma. This also fed into subsequent
election discourse, where violence against
women became an important issue in
the elections that followed, for the first
time in the country’s history, as Philipose
notes. Incidents of rape, even brutal
rape, did not usually figure so promi-
nently in mainstream media, but this
time it did. Television channels devoted
125 hours of prime time and information
from traditional media was posted on
social media leading to a “circularity of
media content.”

Analysing media messages, she finds
that the crowds camie in response to the
push and pull of what they read and the
desire to do something. The media
played the role of a catalyst in these pro-
tests in a way. Some protestors felt the
need for offline action, and online and
offline protests coalesced with “media
consumers becoming media producers
and vice versa.” Tweeting rose rapidly
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during this period averaging 5,781 tweets
per day and rising up to 15,421 on
23 December, the second day of the
India Gate protests.

When Nirbhaya’s death was announ-
ced, some 12,000 tweets came in within
a few hours. Why did this case get so
much attention? Philipose attributes it
again to the middle-class appeal it held,
given the victim’s background and the
urban location of the crime. The media
generally tends to ignore crimes com-
mitted against women of poorer and
lower-caste backgrounds. In this case,
according to Philipose, the young woman’s
desire to change her life for the better
resonated with many urbanites, and the
extensive and emotional media cover-
age, often carrying intimate details, ren-
dered her into someone everyone felt
they knew closely.

The flip side of this was a trial by the
media and the demands for the public
execution of her rapists, including the
juvenile offender. It was after this case
that the law, lowering the age at which
juvenile delinquents could be tried as
adults from 18 to 16, came into force.
The question that Philipose asks is very
pertinent: Did the media coverage make
“adequate use of the power of journalism
to understand a brutal criminal act
and interpret it for large and diverse
audiences in a manner that meaningfully
confronts endemic violence?” According
to her, it did not. The media coverage
also, in a way, gave rise to a coarseness
in public response, with the demand
for retribution emerging loud and clear.
Many crass videos which attracted mil-
lions of viewers appeared at this time.
The media also failed to call out the
misogynist, communal and casteist ways
in which violence against women mani-
fested itself. There were many gaps in
the media coverage, not the least of
which was the presumption that only
“deviants” commit rape. The coverage
exploited the incident without any far-
reaching consequences.

The Remaking of Modi

It is in the section on the 2014 elections

that Philipose analyses how the digital
media came to define Modi's communi-
cation strategy. Modi took a leaf out of

PIN)

former United States President Barack
Obama’s election campaigns of 2008
and 2012, which used the entire range of
communication technologies and social
media to carve out victories. With a de-
tailed analysis of each social media used
and the media convergence achieved,
Philipose traces how Modi successfully
controlled the public perception about+
him. While the Bsp has always used
media extensively, the 2014 elections
saw a “quantum leap” in the use of social
media platforms.

While much of the information pre-
sented here is not all new, what emerges
from her analysis is the Goebbelsian way
the media was used by the Bsp and
Modi, to lend credibility to the Hindutva
project. The Gujarat growth story and
“Vibrant Gujarat” gained prominence at
the expense of the Gujarat riots story, for
instance. However, on a different note,
in the case of the two aap elections, the
emphatic use of the social media to
counter the hostility of the mainstream
media helped Kejriwal reinvent himself
as a leader in whom the people of Delhi
could repose their trust.

The book contrasts the social media
use and projections of each event and
tries to briefly understand the reality be-
hind them. The extent to which the vari-
ous forms of media can influence and
manipulate public minds is evident and
by evoking the instant engagement and
intimacy enabled by social media, politi-
cal parties particularly can use it at will.
One tends to forget that the “fourth

estate” has a responsibility to portray
the truth and it has to be ethical while
doing so. The multiple media platforms
gave it the opportunity to either go with
the tide and succumb to agenda setting,
or stand back and analyse the sweep of
events. Sadly not many chose the latter
option as is evident in the coverage of
the Nirbhaya rape case where the media
passed up the chance it had for more nu-
anced debate. In the case of the Modi
makeover, the media was a willing par-
ticipant. Impressions and opinions dom-
inated facts and fake news thrived.

But, for the few media which are dog-
gedly exposing fake news, it would be
hard to tell the truth of all the viral mes-
sages passing off as news. This book
brings to light the high-tech con game
across diverse media where reality is ob-
fuscated in the flurry of constant sharing
of information, often with a deliberate
agenda, either by tweeting, Facebooking,
or through WhatsApp, etc, which may
not always be true or have any balance.
“News” is a cover for views, propaganda
and uncritical information which is lapped
up. In the end, Philipose strikes a note of
caution: We may be living in mediatised
times, but sustainable social change req-
uires real struggles on the ground, not
just the use of technology. It must also
not be allowed to work against the pos-
sibilities of achieving such an outcome.

Meena Menon (meenamenon@gmail.com) is an
independent journalist and author based
in Mumbai.

number of bank offices and employees.

EPWREF India Time Series

Expansion of Banking Statistics Module
(State-wise Data)

The Economic and Political Weekly Research Foundation (EPWRF) has added state-wise
data to the existing Banking Statistics module of its online India Time Series (ITS) database.
State-wise and region-wise (north, north-east, east, central, west and south) time series data
are provided for deposits, credit (sanction and utilisation), credit-deposit (CD) ratio, and

Data on bank credit are given for a wide range of sectors and sub-sectors (occupation) such
as agriculture, industry, transport operators, professional services, personal loans (housing,
vehicle, education, etc), trade and finance. These state-wise data are also presented by bank
group and by population group (rural, semi-urban, urban and metropolitan).

The data series are available from December 1972; half-yearly basis till June 1989 and annual
basis thereafter. These data have been sourced from the Reserve Bank of India’s publication,
Basic Statistical Returns of Scheduled Commercial Banks in India.

Including the Banking Statistics module, the EPWRF ITS has 18 modules covering a range
of macroeconomic and financial data on the Indian economy. For more details, visit www.

epwrfits.in or e-mail to: its@epwri.in
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Emerging Water Insecurity in India: Lessons from an Agriculturally
Advanced State by Ranjit Singh Ghuman and Rajiv Sharma, Cambridge
Scholars Publishing, Newcastle, UK, pp. 324, Price: £66.99

Water is a pre-condition for the human survival and life on the planet Earth. It is
one of the most precious natural resources available on the Earth because it does
not have a close substitute. Still, the scarcity and insecurity of water is the reality
of life for nearly one-fifth of the world population. Although India does not fall
under a severe water deficit couniry as compared to the countries of African sub-
continent, yet uneven distribution of water and rainfall pattern and severe neglect
of monitoring water resources, several regions in the country experience water
stress from time to time. The book titled 'Emerging Water Insecurity in India:
Lessons from an Agriculturally Advanced State’ highlights the importance of
emerging water insecurity in the broader contexts of the food security, ground
water depletion, sustainability of fresh water and its fair quality. It also views the
water scarcity from the perspectives of its ever-rising demands from different
sectors of economy — agriculture, industry, domestic, etc. — and for its
alternative uses. The book motivates readers to go through data-driven facts and
cautions them about the alarming realities of water insecurity and emerging
challenges in agriculturally advanced state of Punjab or elsewhere in India.

Structurally, the book is divided into ten chapters. In the first two
chapters, the authors analysed the emerging water insecurity at global level,
sector-wise water requirements, development of water resourcés and water usages
in India. The central argument in these chapters revolved aroind estimating the
available water sources, state's role in developing water sources, and rising
requirements of water across sectors of the economy. The logical reasoning in
these chapters navigates around the definition of water insecurity, water
requirements and demand-supply gaps of water across alternative uses and
sectors. The analysis also established that availability, quality and access to water
are central elements for measuring water insecurity in any region.

In the next two chapters, authors analysed secondary data over the last
five decades time period (since 1966) and laid down a detailed account of
Punjab’s water resources, factors behind success of green revolution, increasing
needs of water in agriculture, emerging cropping pattern favouring wheat-paddy
rotation, depletion of ground water and future of fresh water sources in the state.
Here, the wheat-paddy crops (the later as a water guzzler crop) become a natural
choice of farmers in Punjab because of many favourable factors such as the MSP
based market clearances, free electricity to the famers, interests of nation's food
security and state paraphernalia. In the light of discussion in these chapters, the
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»chool Integration Matters: Iasearch-based & gies o

Advgnce Equity, edited by Erica Frankenberg, Liliana M.

Garces and Megan Hopkins, New York, NY Teachels College Press, 2016, 244 pp., $38.95 (paperback), ISBN-13: 978-0-80775-
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In School Integration Matters: Research-based Strategies to
Advance Equity, the editors and chapter writers examine the
historical significance of integration efforts, contemporary
arguments for advancing efforts to integrate schools, and per-
sisting challenges for integration in both K-12 and postsecond-
ary institutions. An overarching argument raises a question of
whether equity is truly a goal of contemporary reform efforts.
Although the majority of arguments in the book are not neces-
sarily new, its authors and organization may remind readers
that policies intended to address inequity in schools have to
also consider external factors that create those inequities. To
fully appreciate the book’s contribution to sociohistorical and
sociopolitical analyses of school integration, I deconstructed
and considered the ways in which individual chapters speak to
and build on others while constructing a cohesive and compel-
ling argument as a whole.

Paramount to the arguments in the book is the premise
that substantive changes to policy and implementation must
be made for integration to be a tool for crafting equitable
schools throughout the public education system in the
United States. In Chapter 11, Philip Tegeler offers a reason-
able starting point: establish and conduct federal equity
assessments that analyze the potential future consequences
of proposed education reform initiatives at the state or local
level. According to Tegeler, the U.S. Department of Educa-
tion has been reactive instead of proactive when addressing
issues of inequity that could violate the civil rights of stu-
dents of color. To understand why this might be the case,
Daniel Kiel’'s work (Chapter 2) is extremely helpful. Kiel
argues schools in the United States are sites of inequality by
design; a major culprit, according to Kiel, is the seemingly
race-neutral sorting system that relegates students into par-
ticular schools and districts based on geographic locations.
In various ways, Chapters 3-10 echo this point by highlight-
ing school enrollment, city housing, and language learning
policies that perpetuate inequitable and harmful schooling
experience for students of color. However, race is not the
sole category for examining structures of inequ;ty in public
schools. The authors in this book discuss intersections of
race, class, and language to help readers understand the mul-
tiple ways segregation occurs in schools. For example, in
Chapter 9 Rachel Garver focuses on and examines how
Asian immigrants are treated in a predominantly Black
school. This fresh perspective on school segregation supports
approaches to integration that include ensuring a critical
mass of students of each race vet acknowledges that advan-
tages and disadvantages for students of color in integrated

w -

schools can shift based on the contextual factors being
considered.

Several scholars in this book address legal challenges to
meaningful integration efforts that might create such a criti-
cal mass, particularly in higher education. In Chapter 3,
Hoang Tran problematizes courts’ involvement in public
education through an analysis of the recent Fisher vs.
University of Texas Supreme Court case. The Supreme Court
essentially warned universities that, despite the outcomes in
Fisher, not all affirmative action programs would be consid-
ered constitutional. In response, Tran acknowledges the
salience of race in Supreme Court decisions and positions
the colorblind jurisprudence seen in Fisher and other cases
as a form of structural violence against students of color.
Tran not only builds on Kiel’s historical analysis but also
adds to the conversation the importance of recognizing the
social construction of race and the unique racial stigma of
subordination that is experienced by people of color. Later in
the book, Matthew Patrick Shaw’s (Chapter 13) quantitative
analysis of affirmative action bans in 19 states along with
Lilian Garces and Cortney Cogburn’s (Chapter 14) qualita-
tive study of the University of Michigan’s attempts to
increase and sustain racial diversity identify additional legal
barriers to equitable access to postsecondary education.
These studies imply that empirical data support the necessity
of race-based admissions and support in higher education if
universities face legal challenges to their policies.

Readers interested in delving into school segregation with
limited historical context for what is happening in schools
today will appreciate the thorough sociohistorical analyses in
School Integration Matters. Readers familiar with scholarship
surrounding segregated schools, critical race theory in educa-
tion, or the sociopolitical challenges of urban school reform
will likely come to this book with a bevy of prior knowledge
that might make the chapters seem banal. However, the central
argument of the book and the research used to support it can
inform future scholarship on obstacles and possibilities sur-
rounding school integration. If as Kiel suggests, schools are
inequitable by design, then the hope for truly reforming them
is slight; what might be required is a reimagining of the system
and all of the policies and practices that have sustained it.

Tesha Jackson
University of Nevada, Las Vegas
€ dr.ieshajackson@gmail.com
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Piecing the Puzzle

Debates, Practices, and Policies of Education

SMRITI SINGH

»

“

ducation” in its broadest sense has
been a matter of great scholastic,
policy and moral interest. Despite
this, a comprehensive understanding of
the scope of the term “education” and its
various facets is difficult to map. Educa-
tion, given its relevance, dynamism, and
complexities forms a subject that is both
generic enough for anyone to venture a
dialogue with and complex enough for
anyone to completely grasp. With multiple
agencies, stakeholders and institutions
interpreting what constitutes education,
the dialogue on education in the Indian
context is fraught with challenges. Amidst
the cacophony created by research findings
and studies being done by universities,
government agencies, non-governmental
agencies, and many other stakeholders,
it is difficult to make any comprehensive
sense of the state of education in the
country. There is a lack of consensus
among, and even within these various
agencies. For instance, there exists an
implicit divide between departments of
education (pog) and centres for educa-
tional studies (ces) at various universities.
There is little or no engagement between
these two as they maintain distinct
spheres of influence. As a result, there is
a huge body of non-convergent research
and parallel running scholarly dialogue.

With a gamut of research themes, locales
and stakeholders and a number of com-
peting world views, it is immensely dif-
ficult to produce a coherent sense of
education in India. What must, therefore,
be borne in mind is that compiling an
edited volume on education is a challenge,
in that, it needs to cover a wide ground,
capture realities of diverse socio-economic
contexts, all the while negotiating the
different perspectives and voices to
maintaining coherence and focus. To,
therefore, embark on the quest to make
a handbook of education is in itself an
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Routledge Handboolk of Education in India:
Debates, Practices, and Policies edited by
Krishna Kumar, Oxon and New York: Routledge, 2018;
pp xiv -+ 302,32,495.

ambitious endeavour. To espouse to write
a handbook of education in a context as
diverse as the Indian subcontinent is a
mammoth task. In this regard, Routledge
Handbook of Education in India: Debates,
Practices, and Policies takes on a brave
challenge by deliberating over in schol-
arly voices situated across ces and DoE
along with sociologists, geographers,
anthropologists, historians, and physi-
cists, among others.

The book, as its name suggests, seeks
to cover a wide ground in one sweeping
stroke. It appears to be an effort to pack
too much into one book. The effort has
caused it to become fragmented and
incoherent. Perhaps, what is needed to
capture the vastness and complexity of
“Education in India” is to dedicate a
series or more than one volume to this
subject. A handbook of education is
essential and critical in helping new
generations of scholars, activists and
other functionaries to make sense of the
subject. Trying to bring out a compact
handbook that by its own admission is

not exhaustive leaves a lot to be desired.

The book delivers.a macro perspective
and an overview of education in India in
broad brushstrokes. There are five parts/
sections, each covering one theme in
three or four chapters on varied sub-
jects. The themes “logic of access,” “cur-
riculum and teaching,” “training for pro-
fessions,” “universities and society,” and
“underbelly,” are not continuous and seek
to cover a lot of ground. By editor’s own
admission, these disparate themes are

meant to be “illustrative glimpses” (p xiii).
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The preface delves on the kind of dilemma
that the editor faced at the onset of this
project, as he identified that the book could
not be exhaustive and that “coverage is no
substitute for analytical depth.” While the
statement holds true, how one reached at a

.~point where the two were assumed to be

inversely related to one another is not
clear. The editor laments about lack of
scholarly attention paid to a number of
critical areas of education, a claim that is
hard to digest without much elaboration
on what these critical areas are. The
preface also highlights the constraints
faced by the editor in identifying themes
and selecting chapters. He suggests that”
the selection was constrained by a lack
of contemplative literature available to
the contributors and the editor. This
reasoning without an explanation is far
from satisfying for a reader.

Given the focus of the book on debates,
practices, and policies, the absence of
regional diversity in the Indian context
is precarious. The significance of region-
al differences on a subject like education
(a_concurrent subject), it seems, would
be imperative to understanding debates,
policies, and practices. Individual chapters
by Virginius Xaxa and Satish Deshpande
address the regional variations and the
challenges they pose to policy and debates,
but a premeditated attempt at including
this critical element seems missing.

Post-reform India

The preface seems to suggest that the-
context linking all the chapters is the
“fast-paced but not necessarily planned
changes introduced in the recent past”
(p xiii). Yet, there is neither a consistent
effort to connect the themes and chapters
to these “changes of the recent past,” nor
is there clarity as to what these “changes”
may be. Perhaps, an engagement with
what these changes mean in terms of
“debates, policies and practices” in edu-
cation in the context of the Indian sub-
continent would have been helpful.

The introduction revisits the idea of
changes in recent past, and attributes these
to the ambiguous “economic reforms that
have taken place since the 1990s.” The
vagueness of defining the “recent changes”
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as “reforms post-1990s” and “new eco-
-nomy” does not give any more clarity about
the changes in recent past or their signifi-
cance with regards to education in India.
The observable trend of invoking reforms
post-1990s as the root explanation for
studying the current scenario is misleading
in the absence of clarity about its meaning
and its contextual relevance. The vague-
ness of the terms could be, in its present
usage, used to describe absolutely any-
thing and everything happening currently.
The themes and selection of chapters thus
acquire a generic, ahistorical, and decon-
textualised rationale from being contex-
tualised within “reforms post-1990s.”

Further highlighted is the historical
context of school-, college- and university-
level education without discussing the
recent changes and what those changes
mean in the historical context of how
education has developed in India. The
introduction maintains a largely frozen-
in-time description of issues in education.
There are also occasional-observations
that abruptly emerge and lack necessary
elaboration like, “China and other East
Asian countries have taken education ...
far more seriously than India has” (p 5).
There is no consistent effort at situating
the gravity of post-1990s reforms to edu-
cation in Indian context across chapters.
The agenda set by the preface and the
opening part of the introduction seems
to get lost somewhere along the way.

Education and Stratification

A very important theme that emerges from
the work of authors in this book is the idea
of Nalini Juneja, as she looks at the ur-
ban space and the development of school
education. She traces the roots of stratifi-
cation in the schools system British colo-
nial times and the development of presi-
dency cities. Padma Sarangapani exam-
ines the school diversity (a broader term
than school stratification used by Juneja)

in one district of Hyderabad. She cover§™"

an array of markers to determine school
diversity than a more hierarchical notion
of school stratification. While Sarangapani
begins by outlining the known differences
between aided, government, private unai-
ded recognised, and private unaided un-
recognised schools, she broadens the lens
to examine the school diversity as having
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grown around the class and commfmity
stratification. She examines the clientele
stratification as suggestive of segrega-
tion in school selection. These terms are
worth engagement as thesf draw atten-
tion to a curious case of school educa-
tion in the Indian context. Do these con-
cepts and terminology have larger trac-
tion in the wider educational dialogue?
Will these come to redefine the ways in
which the dialogue about education hap-
pens in the future? It is worth deliberat-
ing how the scholarly definition of school
education has changed in recent times.

Disha Nawani looks at examinations as
not being a singular objective evaluation
of students’ understanding, but as a larger
role that examinations and eliminations
by cut-offs play in establishing order in
society and maintaining them. She does
this specifically in the context of assess-
ment-related reforms initiated by the
Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education Act (RTE), 2009. She argues
that examinations work to control aspi-
rations for upward social mobility and
curb social dissent. She suggests that it
is in this context that the non-detention
of students envisioned in RTE should
be seen.

Chaise LaDousa builds on 20 years’
worth of data to highlight a different kind
of divide which he calls the language-
medium divide as a way of understanding
schooling and its effects on metalinguistic
reflections among people. He highlights
the use of standardised forms of language
for curricular materials. He reflects on the
importance English has gained over time
in organising and instruction of curricular
knowledge. He also highlights that the
language divide is yet another dimension
of understanding school segregation.

While the sorting at entry level in
higher education is based on the aggre-
gate percentage and marks in individual
subjects studied at school, there is a big
disconnect between what is taught at
schools and what is taught in higher edu-
cation. School education and higher edu-
cation have come to be understood as be-
ing disjointed in the Indian context. This
is an issue that requires greater engage-
ment than it has received. Shobhit Mah-
ajan’s chapter seeks to situate the issues
faced at the level of undergraduate and
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postgraduate education of science and
mathematics as resulting from the quali-
ty of secondary school teaching of sci-
ence and mathematics. However, asser-
tions with regard to secondary school
teaching are largely conjectural. Similarly;
citations supporting the majority of other
relevant assertions are dated and may
not reflect the current scenario.

Hari Vasudevan traces the historical
trajectory of social sciences. He outlines
the transition that schools underwent from
social studies to social sciences. He gives a
global perspective on the national dialogue
on reform. Importantly, he highlights the
critical link between schools, colleges and
universities with regard to social science
education. He notes that there is wide var-
iance in the ways in which social sciences
is taught and learnt at various levels.

Kumkum Roy engages with the constru-
ctivist approach adopted by the National
Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005 towa-
rds the portrayal of historical events and
processes. She looks at the textbooks pro-
duced in line with the suggestions in the
NcF in the light of the spirit of pedagogy
espoused and the disservice that examina-
tion systems do to that spirit. What
appeared to be a significant point in
many of these chapters was how com-
plex and dynamic systems like educa-
tion are resilient to changes, and how as
any big system, mechanisms put in place
for efficient functioning resist changes.

Professional Education

The idea that professional education is an
isolated and specialised pursuit runs the
risk of being reductive. Professional edu-
cation is envisioned as one that situates
itself in relation to the disciplines within
the university structure, thus, separating
it from apprenticeship and training. The
section titled “Training for Professions” has
three chapters that examine the state of
engineering education, management, and
teacher training. The chapter by Milind
Sohoni looks at the emergence of engineer-
ing education in the United States and
contrasts it with engineering education
in the Indian context. He highlights that
engineering education in the Indian con-
text is directed at the acquisition of high
technical qualification, not necessarily
in response to the socio-economic needs
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of the society. He concludes by suggesting
that it is for this reason graduate engi-
neers and those completing higher edu-
cation (in general) are no longer tied to a
vision of “destination society,” for which
the higher education was designed.

It would, perhaps, have been a more
holistic analysis if one were to connect
this with the kind of employment op-
portunities available and their impact
on the way these courses are taught and
learnt, which none of the three chapters
on professional education do. Professional
education has been discussed as divorced
from the professional world. Teacher
training forms a matter very different
from management and engineering ed-
ucation. Teacher training feeds back
into the system and so any discussion
on teacher training, in the context of
education, is best not conflated with
other kinds of professional education.
There is a need for greater clarity on the
difference between professional educa-
tion and education as a discipline in
professional education.

Latika Gupta acknowledges that teacher
education cannot and must not be under-
stood as being like any other graduate or
postgraduate courses. She analyses the
structure of Bd curriculum and examines
the ethos of a teacher training institution.
She focuses on the divide between theory
and practice. Pankaj Chandra looks at
the growth of management education in
the Indian context. He situates this in the
light of the transformation of the global
economy and how the world of business
in the Indian context has also changed.

Higher Education

The book looks at professional education
and higher education as two distinct the-
mes. What is needed is some critical reflec-
tion on the separation of the two and from
where such a distinct separation stems.
. Even though the number of people attain-
ing higher education has been steadily in-
creasing, access to it is not uniform. Higher
education is as aspirational in India as else-
where, however, as Nawani notes access to
higher education is controlled as a way of
controlling aspirations of the masses for
upward social mobility. The section on
“Universities and Society” explores the
complex matter of access and choice in
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‘higher education. The entire section is
more or less a reprint of a previously
published version of the respective works
(except Xaxa). The acknowledgement by
authors is admirable. However, a reprint-
ing of existing works witH little modifica-
tion, although gives the book one of its best
curated sections, does not logically justify

itself. That said, one must complimentghe~

works of Chanana, Deshpande and Xaxa
for capturing the contextually situated in-
ternal complexity of gendered choices, and
the categorisation of Scheduled Castes and
Scheduled Tribes and its consequences on
admissions to universities.

Peter Altbach focuses on the ineffi-
ciencies built into the administrative
structure of higher education. He focuses
on the system whereby a number of col-
leges are affiliated to a fewer number of
universities. What is somewhat discon-
certing is that while Altbach maintains a
deeply critical outlook towards state and
central universities, he seems strangely
uncritical of not-for-profit and private
universities. He laments the reservation
policy in admissions and faculty hiring
without exhibiting a deeper understand-
ing of its rationale, arguing that it ham-
pers the quality.

Education as a discipline and field of
inquiry has been expanding. There are
many new issues and themes that have
emerged lately seeking serious scholarly
attention. A few of such themes have been
included in this book too. The final part
is termed “underbelly” to capture various
aspects of education that lie outside the
established themes. Jeffreys and Dyson

look at the phenomena of educated unem- -

ployment in Meerut by examining the
lives of youth. They argue that the edu-
cated unemployed youth can play a signif-
icant role as “active partners” in tackling
the employment crisis.

Manabi Majumdar looks at the market
for the emerging shadow education system
alongside the anxious competition in the
middle class to stay ahead of the masses.
She looks at the extent, effectiveness and
equity implications of supplementary
tutoring in India. Krishna Kumar looks
at an underexplored problem of political
corruption in education, aided by the
structural mechanism of examinations.
He highlights that the manner in which
the structure of examinations for intake
is built, it almost presupposes corrupt
political interference.

There is a rich ground to be explored
not just in the context of politics and
education nexus, but also the ways in
which legislations and amendments
surrounding education are to be under-
stood. Mehandale’s chapter provides a
glimpse into such an exploration. She
dissects the rTE Act from a predomi-
nantly legal point of view. She examines
the context and significance of various
provisions of the act. She examines the
idea of “compulsory” espoused within the
act and the various reinterpretations and
revisions by the governments and func-
tionaries that were made necessary by
the glitches faced during the implemen-
tation stage. She discusses the various
ways in which the official agenda and
peripheral agendas related to rRTE are
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g negotiated between government,

y.groups, and stakeholders.

idhi Gaur’s chapter describing a vil-

ge school, Anand Niketan originally

d by Mahatma Gandhi and reo-

d by some Gandhians in 2005, pro-

des a snippet into rural schooling. The

ol is based on Gandhian ideas of

education, Nai Talim, and analyses

ous practices at school in the light of

education but provides a glimpse of an
alternative educational experiment.

In Conclusion

Even though some chapters stand out in
terms of their methodological rigour and
powerful central arguments, the overall
impression of the book remains mixed.
There are some secondary data based
chapters that have long paragraphs and

rather inconsistent and incoherent, a
number of chapters individually are
remarkable for their depth and analysis.
To be fair, the book does not boast of being
extensive or exhaustive, however, it oes
struggle to stay cogent and focused. The
themes do not logically fit together, nor
do individual chapters within a theme.
This volume at best provides snippets into
various specific topics, some in great

fhe various Wdeas of different educationists
and educanional theornsts. The chapier
though reads well, largely stands apart
in the scheme of the book. It seeks to
cover “rural education.” However, by
covering an experimental school, it does
not capture the larger reality of rural

SOMRTITMES eNIITe PAZLS With 1O Ataiions.

\ist of largely dated references to make
assertions about the current scenario
which seems like an internal incoherence.
It also drifts from the original vision of
the book. While the book overall remains

Y B Chavan on Politics and
Society in Modern India

ASHOK CHOUSALKAR

ashwantrao Balwantrao Chavan
was one of the most important
leaders in the history of post-
independence India and in his long politi-
cal career occupied many important posi-
tions. He played an important role in the
freedom movement of Satara district
and joined the provincial government of
Bombay led by B G Kher as a parliamen-
tary secretary to the then home minister
Morarji Desai in 1946, and retired as
deputy Prime Minister in the Charan
Singh-led ill-fated government in 1980.
He was a self-made man as he had no
political lineage. He had a vast experience
of working at the state and national levels,
and almost for two decades, dominated
the Congress party in Maharashtra.
Chavan was a serious student of Indian
politics and society, and had a keen analyti-
cal mind. Jayant Lele, an eminent political
scientist from Canada, who has done sub-
stantial work on politics of Maharashtra,
interviewed Chavan in 1970, 1974 and
1978, to elicit his views on society and
politics in Maharashtra in particular and
India in general. The interviews were tape-
recorded but Lele could not continue to
work on them. But now, with the help of
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Yashwantrao Chavan Reflects on India: Society
and Politics in conversation with Jayant Lele edited
by Prakash Pawar, Pune: Diamond Publications, 2018;

pp xvii + 582, %750.

Prakash Pawar, the material contained in
the interviews has been retrieved, tran-
scribed, edited and brought out in the
book form. It is a welcome addition to
the growing literature on the life and
times of Chavan.

A Long Political Career

Chavan’s political career can be divided
into three phases. The first phase includes
his role in the freedom movement. The
second one involves his role in the politics
of Maharashtra and hi§ achievements as
chief minister of the state. We can say
that this was the most creative phase in

“his life. The third phase is about his role
in national politics, when he emerged as
one of the important national leaders of
the country. In Lele’s interviews, all three
phases are admirably covered.

Lele has divided this book in three
parts and each part is again divided into
chapters. In the first part-—the introduc-
tion—there are three chapters. In the first
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Adepihn and derall. It does Not gve a good
There 2150 are some dhaprers that use 2 base for Hullding 2 thematic understand-

ing of education in the Indian context.
S—rmiti Singh (priyashi.smritisingh@gmail.com)
has completed her PhD in Sociology of Education
from Zakir Husain Centre for Educational
Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Delhi.

chapter, Prakash Pawar has written a brief
note on the literature available on Chavan
in both English and Marathi. The second
chapter is written by a senior Marathi
journalist and friend of Chavan, Govind
Talvalkar, who characterises Chavan’s
politics as the art of possible, and the
third is written by Lele himself titled
“Indian Society at the Time of Chavan.”
In the second part, Chavan’s views on
state politics are included. In the third
part, his views on national politics are
discussed. There are six chapters in both
these parts.

In his introductory note, which consists
of 43 pages, Lele tries to give a social
and political background for Chavan’s
leadership in the light of emerging neo-
liberal politics. He points out that in the
era of neo-liberal casino-crony capital-
ism, Chavan remained loyal to Nehruvi-
an philosophy of social justice. He sought
to follow the left of centre policy, but was
not very close to the pro-Soviet leftist
lobby in India. Lele says that Chavan
was a pragmatist and supported demo-
cratic socialism. He wanted economic
growth with proper distribution of its
benefits to different sections of society.
Planning, mixed economy, growing role
for the public sector industries and wel-
fare state policy were the key aspects
of Jawaharlal Nehru’s policy that were
followed by Chavan. Therefore, instead
of supporting community farming, he
supported cooperative farming. It is dif-
ficult to categorise him as a leftist
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Yolanda Ruiz de Zarobe (Ed.). Content and Language Integrated
Learning: Language Policy and Pedagogical Practice. Abingdon:
Routledge. 2016. 179 pp.

Reviewed by Tom Morton (Universidad Internacional de la Rioja)

In its recommendation on a comprehensive approach to the teaching and learning
of languages (2018), the European Commission expresses disappointment with
the slow rate of progress in achieving the policy goals set out in 2002 for European
citizens to have proficiency in at least two foreign languages. As part of a compre-
hensive approach to language education, it recommends further research in and
use of Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) as one of the means to
achieve the EU’s goals of multilingual competence for its citizens. In this context,
the volume edited by Ruiz de Zarobe is a timely contribution to gauging the cur-
rent state of play on CLIL as a policy, practice and research phenomenon in lan-
guage education in Europe. The chapters in the volume are all papers published in
a 2013 special issue of the International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilin-
gualism (16, 3). Their publication in book form should bring them to a wider audi-
ence and make a greater contribution o debate on the current state of the art of
CLIL in Europe and beyond.

The opening chapter by Yolanda Ruiz de Zarobe provides a useful overview of
the background to CLIL as a European policy response to societal demands in an
increasingly multilingual and multicultural world. It also surveys some of theoret-
ical models (interestingly, all language-based) which have informed CLIL research
and practice. Findings from classroom research on CLIL are reviewed, including
studies on motivation, effects on content learning, teacher language awareness,
shifts from teacher-centred to learner-centred teaching, and lesson and materials
design, including the use of genre pedagogy. A key concern identified in this chap-
ter, and which runs through the whole volume, is the tension between CLIL as a
top-down policy issue at national and supra-national (European) levels, and CLIL
as a bottom-up, grassroots phenomenon driven by the enthusiasm and pressing
needs of practitioners and stakeholders at local levels. While CLIL seems to be
flourishing at a local level, with a wide diversity of curricular types and classroom
pedagogical practices, Ruiz de Zarobe remarks that “it has proven hard to find
conceptual guidelines that link and integrate the different dimensions of CLIL in
the curriculum” (p. 4). As will be seen in some of the chapters, there seems to be
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a desire for more standardisation and even uniformity in order to provide clear
guidelines at national and supra-national levels.

Chapter1, by Do Coyle, the only one which focuses on a CLIL setting in
which English is not the (main) target language, reports on a study in French,
German and Spanish CLIL programmes in 11 secondary schools in England and
Scotland. Tt focuses on what is ‘successful learning’ in CLIL by incorporating
learners’ voices through ‘respectful discussions’ and identification of promising
classroom practice and strategies using LOCIT (Learning-oriented critical inci-
dent technique). Coyle points out that this study is not about identifying the ‘best
approach’ for CLIL. Rather, it highlights the importance of participants in local
CLIL programmes ‘owning’ the research and together identifying features of suc-
cessful learning and striving to produce them. ‘

Chapter 2, by Julia Hiittner, Christiane Dalton-Puffer and Ute Smit, also
focuses on what ‘success’ is in a CLIL programme (in Austrian upper secondary
colleges of technology). They show that CEIL is perceived as a success (by teachers
and students) precisely because of a lack of top-down language management state-
ments, prescribed outcomes or pedagogical guidelines. This leads to the other
two dimensions of Spolsky’s (2004) extended language policy (LP), participants’
beliefs and actual classroom practices fin all their variety) being the ‘de facto’ CLIL
policy. The study highlights the importance of affect — feeling better and more self-
confident about using English in CLIL, and the constructions of ‘English’ - with
EFL teachers conforming to a ‘native’ model, while CLIL technology teachers ori-
ent more to English as a global Lingua Franca. )

Chapter 3, by Jenny Denman, Rosie Tanner and Rick de Graaff, is set in a bilin-
gual junior secondary vocational education CLIL programme in the Netherlands,
focusing on a student population which is not normally considered high-achieving
or ‘academic’ In terms of the dimensions of LP, it deals with the practice level (how
CLIL is implemented), and beliefs (how it is perceived by teachers and pupils). The
findings are that CLIL in this context is not elitist, conforms to state implementa-
tion requirements, and is perceived positively by both learners and teachers, who
especially appreciate hands-on activities in which speaking is involved with the
possibility of using English to communicate with peers internationally.

In Chapter 4, Liss Kerstin Sylvén presents a framework through which CLIL
provision can be profiled at a national policy level across four contextual factors
which are “decisive for explaining variation in CLIL research findings” (p. 86).
These are: policy framework/research, teacher education, age and amount of
implementation, and extramural exposure to English. Sylvén uses the framework
to profile CLIL provision in four countries (Sweden, Finland, Germany and Spain)

showing the importance of taking these factors into account when measuring the
success of CLIL programmes at national level. She proposes the framework “as a
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tool in making policy level decisions on when, how and why to implement CLIL”
(p.86).

Chapter 5, by Anna Czura and Katarzyna Papaja, describes four curricular
models for CLIL provision in Poland, covering four L2s (English, German, French
and Spanish). This chapter highlights the tension between bottom-up grass-roots
initiatives and a lack of regulation at (national) policy level, apart from the
requirement to cover subject curricula. Although the authors recognise some
advantages of flexibility to local contexts, they call for more regulation and guid-
ance on content and language integration, L1/L2 use, and identification of content
and language learning objectives. The inference is that diversity and lack of regu-
lation are seen as a problem, and this, along with a lack of resources and teacher
training provision, is detrimental to the ongoing and future success of CLIL pro-
grammes in this context.

In Chapter 6, Cristina Escobar Urmeneta turns attention to teacher education
in CLIL in one European multilingual context - Catalonia. The study draws on
a rich mix of conversational and multimodal data in constructing a narrative of
one novice CLIL teacher’s development over a one-year Masters course. It focuses
sharply on CLIL practices with its use of multimodal classroom data, but also on
perceptions, as it highlights the novice teacher’ reflections on her own practice.
The chapter constructs a narrative of how a data-driven, ref}ective approach to
teacher education in CLIL can lead to professional growth and deeper awareness.
The chapter thus has important implications for CLIL policy-making at the level
of provision of teacher education, an often-mentioned weakness across contexts
where CLIL has been implemented.

The context of Chapter 7 by Maria Grandinetti, Margherita Langellotti and
Y.L. Teresa Ting, is the introduction of CLIL in the final year of high school as
mandated by the Italian Ministry of Education. They report on how a content
(science) teacher, language (EFL) teacher and a university CLIL specialist worked
together on producing CLIL materials and activities to meet the challenges of
what is seen as a ‘suboptimal’ setting (monolingual society, relatively low English
proficiency of both teachers and students) where the CLIL policy is seen as an
‘imposition’ They show how this collaboration led to successful learning among
even demotivated and disaffected students, and also energised teachers’ profes-
sional development. The chapter also shares with Escobar Urmeneta’s a concern
with teacher education, especially data-led and reflective approaches, as well as
the construction of teachers’ narratives of experience to communicate with other
researchers and practitioners.

In Chapter 8, Francisco Lorenzo reports on an initiative in a bilingual pro-
gramme in Andalusia to map out the multilingual academic literacy needs for
learners across all subjects in secondary school. The framework draws mainly on
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the Sydney School systemic functional linguistics approach to genre. While the
chapter mainly focuses on the subject history, the ultimate aim is to produce a
multilingual genre map across the curriculum. Again, we can see the tension at the
level of policy and practice between bottom-up ‘grassroots’ initiatives and the per-
ceived need for a more top-down approach in Lorenzo’s assertion that “Advanced
multilingual literacy, like all complex issues, will demand complex remedies, and
one-sided individual moves of teachers or areas may be insufficient for the chal-
lenge” (p.156).

The final chapter, by Jasone Cenoz, serves as a discussion of the issues raised
in the whole volume. Cenoz distinguishes between CLIL as a ‘language teaching’
and as an ‘educational’ approach. She argues that CLIL needs to go beyond merely
being a way to improve or enhance (foreign) language teaching, to being an
approach which encompasses the whole curriculum (as is suggested by Lorenzo
in Chapter 8). In doing so, it needs to place more emphasis on content learning
outcomes and to adopt a more clearly multilingual perspective, in which the total-
ity of learmers’ linguistic and meaning-making resources can be leveraged for
language and content learning. One factor that may inhibit this is the fact that
CLIL has traditionally been seen, and this is the case in all the book’s chapters,
from a language rather than a content perspective. It has thus been the preserve
of applied linguists, English language teacher educators and practitioners. Cenoz
concedes that this is understandable due to the pressures for language learning in
an increasingly multilingual and multicultural world.

Cenoz shares the concern throughout the book with top-down theorizing or
categorizing of CLIL, presumably as a guide to practice, arguing that it is “urgent
to develop a clear definition of CLIL and to devise a taxonomy of its major forms”
(p.161). However, the chapters in the book show clearly that CLIL has progressed
to its present state without such an overarching theory or taxonory. Many dif-
ferent forms of ‘CLIL have flourished in different contexts (as evidenced in the
chapters by Sylvén and Czura and Papaja). The question is whether calls for
standardisation and uniformity are justified. It is doubtful that there could be a
‘one-size-fits-all’ CLIL for application in all contexts (even in Europe). Even a tax-
onomy of forms would be of limited use. It may be too wide, as in Mehisto. Marsh
and Frigols’ (2008) list of what counts as CLIL (almost everything), or too restric-
tive (needlessly leaving out useful and promising approaches in some contexts).
In the end, it may be prudent to accept Ruiz de Zarobe’s claim in the introductory
chapter that diversity “is a distinctive feature of CLIL in the European mosaic”
(p.8) along with the idea that CLIL is “a rich and flexible teaching approach”
which requires “a range of research perspectives” (p.10). This volume provides a
rich portrait of the teeming diversity of CLIL within this European mosaic, and
also captures the tensions inherent in a desire to maintain flexibility and diversity

Review of de Zarobe (2016)

101

at the level of practice, while at the same time offering more theoretical orienta-
tion at the level of language management. The future prospects of CLIL, at least in
Europe, will depend a great deal on how these tensions are managed.
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Rare is the introduction of a piece of policy in the realm of education which does
not affect teachers in some way. Policy initiatives implicate teachers, and give rise
to issues of teacher agency, as teachers interpret, adapt, implement, resist, pro-
mote, or respond to policy in their professional practice. Editors Patrick C.L. Ng
and Esther E Boucher-Yip have compiled a volume that departs from much lan-
guage policy research focusing on macro-level issues in that it delves into the
micro-level issues of teacher agency in policy response in English language teach-
ing contexts around the world. The editors have gathered thirteen accounts of
how, in the face of myriad policy proposals, from “highly prescriptive policies to
poorly defined educational goals, teachers “rise above these @hallenges to make
conscious and deliberate decisions in the classroom to ensuge the best educa-
tional outcomes for their students” and “translate policy into instructional prac-
tice” (p.s).

An overview of the variety of contexts covered in the book shows just how
universal and pervasive a concern teacher agency is. Four chapters focus on
Japan, covering primary, secondary, and higher educational contexts. In Chap-
ter 2, Justin Harris examines the introduction of English activities in elementary
schools, finding that teachers with limited experience and training are acting as
“positive agents of change” (p.38) in addressing unforeseen issues that arise in
their classrooms. In Chapter 3, Jeremie Bouchard discusses the influence of ide-
ologies of monolingualism on EFL teaching policies in junior high schools in
Japan, highlighting discrepancies between the approaches promoted by the gov-
ernment and their presence (or lack thereof) in EFL teachers’ practice. Chap-
ter 4 is centred on the high school context. Gregory Paul Glasgow finds, in the
context of the “teach English in English” approach promoted by the Japanese
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports Science and Technology, the existence of
tensions between native (NES) and non-native English speaking (NNEST) teach-
ers in schools. He urges us to “reconceptualize the notion of ‘qualified teacher of
English’ to empower NNESTs and NESTs and enable them to teach successtully in
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their classrooms” (p.71). The Japanese higher education environment is the focus
of Chapter 11, in Patrick C.L. Ng’s discussion of the key role that sociocultural fac-
tors play in a teachers’ engagement with English-medium instruction (EMI) edu-
cation in a Japanese university.

But Japan is not the only context with a web of challenges arising around
teachers’ policy adoption and implementation. Two different American contexts ~
an undergraduate composition classroom as well the context of initial ESOL
teacher training — are at the heart of Chapters 12 and 6 respectively. Brian Rugen
carries out an action-research project to propose curricular reform to better serve
the diverse clientele of ESL learners in his first-year composition course in Hawaii.
Heather A. Linville investigates the policy directive in the initial public-school
teacher licensing standards for ESOL teacher trainees which directs them to “view
advocacy [for English language learners] as part of their role and act as advocates
in many ways” (p.101). Chinese curricular reform in ELT is the subject of Chap-
ter 1, where Sarina Chugani Molina details the challenges teachers face as they
are expected to “shift their views from the traditional knowledge-based trans-
mission model to the competence-based ‘multi-role educator” while also “being
tasked with taking into consideration student affective needs, developing learning
strategies and raising global cultural awareness” (p.22). In Malta, Daniel Xerri and
Patricia Vella Briffa describe the positive effect in terms of washback and impact
of teacher involvement in the development of high-stakes English language testing
at the high school level. Teachers of ESL literacy for adult migrants to Australia are
the focus of Chapter 7 by Sue Ollerhead and Anne Burns. They find that teachers
of adult literacy endeavour to serve students’ literacy and pressing social needs by
responding in divergent ways to work both “within and against highly prescrip-
tive policy conditions” (p.105) created by those at great distance from the ground-
level classroom context. Ekaterina V. Talalakina and Denis K. Stukal bring us to
Russian higher education in Chapter 8, where universities keen to international-
ize consider the introduction of academic skills into their EFL curricula and draw
on teachers as agents of change in the implementation of these policies. Chapter 8
focuses on Kazakhstan, the only Central Asian signatory of the Bologna decla-
ration. Sara Osman and Elise S. Ahn discuss the “‘complex positionality” (p.146)
of university language instructors experience in the face of top-down curricu-
lar reform stemming from internationalization of the institution. In Chapter 10
Manar Dhabi calls on teachers to view “change as evolutionary, not revolutionary”
and to carry out action research to exercise agency into their teaching practice and
to best respond to implementation of educational reforms. Finally, in Chapter 13,
Ha Huong and Le Bach Truong present a case study from remote rural Vietnam
of the positive attitudes and frustrations of a primary school teacher of English

Review of Ng & Boucher-Yip (2017)

95

in the face of a comprehensive revamp of the country’s foreign language teaching
program.

As might be expected in a volume of this type, within the thirteen chapters,
the reader is presented with thirteen literature reviews highlighting different rele-
vant studies in this field, as well as a wide variety of definitions of teacher agency
and the factors that play a role in it; namely, sociocultural factors and teachers’
beliefs, attitudes, experiences, and knowledge. While this lack of a definitive defi-
nition of the concept of teacher agency could be a criticism for some, others might
offer the counter argument that allowing space for this breadth of approaches is in
fact a strength of this book. While in some chapters the authors deem broad socio-
cultural factors such as national political context and locally-rooted approaches
to ELT of most importance in how teacher agency is exercised, in other chapters
it is beliefs, attitudes, and knowledge about the nature of language and how it is
best learned which most influence agency. Having considered the variety of per-
spectives in the book, the reader can reflect on and evaluate which of these factors
would be most influential in their own context.

On a global scale, the teaching and learning of the English language carries
socio-political baggage that the teaching and learning of other languages or other
subjects does not. This is related to the English language’s current hegemonic posi-
tion and ELT’ historical trajectory which is intertwined with colonialism and
other forms of political and economic dominance. In terms 0{ schools, English is
not just another subject being learned, but rather, English is thé “must-have’ lan-
guage for globalized development, international relations and economic advance-
ment, as well as a commodity that must, in the future, be possessed by all citizens
in order to hold oné’s place in the world” (p. xi). Themes related to this socio-polit-
ical role of English in politics, in economics, and in the academy, were present in
every chapter, adding an extra layer onto the already complex path between policy
and implementation, between policy-makers and teachers.

This socio-political layer can be found throughout the chapters of this volume.
For example, policy decisions around the nature of EFL curriculum or creation of
EMI programming in the university context are wrapped up in questions around
internationalization of higher education and the inextricable role that English lan-
guage has come to play for student mobility and institutional rankings. Several
chapters dealt with the issue of pedagogy rooted in monolingual ideology, the
“hegemonic discourse in language education” (p. 41). This ideology is imported
from ESL contexts it is arguably better suited for (p. 43) and put into place in EFL
contexts, where it often results in conflict with teachers’ locally-developed prac-
tices and methodologies. In the context of Anglophone countries such as Australia
and the US, there are the inequalities and marginalization faced by those who
immigrate to or study in those countries and the fact that teachers, by policy or
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by choice, are put in a position to become advocates for those from non-English-
speaking backgrounds. Finally, there are issues of whether curricular prominence
given to English will lead to the marginalization of other local or global languages.

What therefore emerges as a strength of this volume is that it allows the reader
to shift scales. Readers can see all thirteen distinct contexts and situations laid
side-by-side and identify how macro socio-political themes related to the English
language, sociocultural issues in the local context and teachers’ own subjectivities
are at play in all of them. Readers can zoom in and out, examining different lev-
els of the “multifaceted amalgam” that is individual teacher agency (p. xii) and the
“uneven and complex paths of adaptation, recursion, mutability and resistance”
(p. xii) of policy creation to implementation.
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paddy seems to become a 'villain crop' — a major sources of depletion of
underground water, putting undue stress on the ecology and environment as well
as causing huge drain of the state's scarce financial resources. Free electricity
provided to 13.52 lakh privately owned tube-wells (by March 2017) without any
accountability aggravated the depletion of underground water further.

The next three chapters (namely, Five, Six and Seven) are packed with
innumerable facts and figures based upon the analysis of primary data. The
primary data were gathered through multiple but representative samples
consisting of 300 farmers, 50 different industries, 300 rural households and 100
urban households spread across the state's length and breadth. These chapters
estimated actual amount of water used for across the state's agriculture, industrial
and domestic sectors. These facts proved not only the rising demands of water
across these sectors but also gave warning signals to present day excessive uses
of water (flooding ways of irrigation) in Punjab agriculture and its inefficient
irrigation channels/systems. Further, most of the water users did not pay adequate
attention to emerging water insecurity in the state. In future also, the path of rapid
urbanisation and industrialisation will certainly aggravate the water woes of the
common masses in the state. The study also warned that a climate change —
which has already started showing its impact — in the state will badly affect the
state's agriculture sector along with increasing vulnerability of the poor masses to
the severest scarcity of clean drinking water. In fact, these chapters quantified
optimum and actdal availability of water, and also provided definite data for all
those who are interested in understanding causes and impacts of water insecurity
in India.

In the eighth chapter, awareness about water scarcity across various users
in Punjab was discussed. It showed that although the most of farmers were aware
about the causes of depletion of groundwater (due to paddy cultivation) and its
negative effects on Punjab's future agriculture as an occupation. The worrying
points highlighted here are that: (i) the most of sampled farmers do not want to
engage themselves or their off-springs in the agriculture, if they can access to an
alternative occupation; and (ii) an overwhelming majority of farmers do not
believe in the (a) rain water harvesting (89%) or (b) applying any water saving
technique (78%). Similarly, most of sampled industrial units were aware of water
scarcity and its judicious uses, yet most of them neither had any water harvesting
and conservation technique nor installed effluent treatment plants — despite
many warnings issued by the state authorities. Regarding water needs of the
domestic sector, the emerging water situation becomes more aggravated as the
households invariably demand 24x7 hours clean water supply, but do not want to
pay any charge of tap water and sanitation.

The last two chapters of this book probably are the most incisive ones.
The chapter nine, namely, 'Water Governance and Policy Response' explores the
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role of institutions, governance, and policy related laws, rules and regulations in
providing sufficient water to each sector. It also builds a proper environment that
will lead to the optimum, sustainable and efficient use of natural resources,
including water. It unraveled that under the Indian Constitution, water is
primarily a state subject, but due to number of reasons such as inter-state water
conflicts, international dimensions of some of India's rivers, rising water demands
across sectors, over-use of underground water in some states, increased pollution
of river water, etc., the Centre has been taking keen interest in water availability
and related issues. At central level, a number of laws have been enacted, policy
decisions were undertaken, expert committees and tribunals were appointed to
resolve demand-supply gaps water requirements. Though these efforts brought
out many successes (through formal and informal arrangemenis) in sharing river
waters across competing states, helped in building consensus over water uses
rights of major river basins and raised consciousness of state authorities to
control river water pollution in India, yet not too much has been visible at the
ground level.

Further, the study found that policy initiatives undertaken in Punjab on
declining water table and polluting subsoil water were not only sporadic but also
very weak. The irony of Punjab state lies in that it has neither its own agricultural
policy nor irrigation policy nor water policy. In fact, state has suffered from a
policy paralysis for the over last four decades on many water issues as the
policies of central government often ignore the state's interests, if applied. The
only worthwhile policy initiative issued was the enactment cz}f Watffr
Conservation Act 2009, which banned the sowing of paddy before 157 June in
the state. Efforts of the Punjab Agricultural University and Punjab Government
regarding water conservation techniques such as micro irrigation, laser levgling,
delayed paddy plantation, direct showing of paddy, etc. did #ot show appreciable
results. Even, the crop diversification did not start in spite of the fact that many
expert committees and organisations recommended substantial shifting of paddy
to other crops. Further, the situation on the water consumption and con_serlvatlon
by industrial and domestic sectors in the state were very Qisappomtmg as
whatever policies, technical and legal measures are available for 1mplementgt10ns
are proving just paper tigers. The significance of the last cbapter }16; in the
summary of arguments on different aspects of emerging water msecurity in India
with a special focus on her most agriculturally advanced state of Punjab: In
addition to these issues, the chapter suggested many doable policy interventions
for regulating different uses of water, preventing the fast depleting water table,
adopting water conservation techniques and holistic ways of governance.

This book is an excellent description of water resources and emerging
dangers of water insecurity in the state that are very helpful for understanding the
nuances of India’s emerging water insecurity and related challer}ges‘ It also
proves how the precious underground water in Punjab is virtually being exported
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to the rest of India in the form of surplus food grains. In fact, its tryst lies in the
innumerable facts and figures of primary survey that have added a new dimension
to the logical and scientific reasoning followed in the book. However, too many
chapters, facts and figures of different natures, casual approach of copy editor/s at
few places may irk readers in formulating a unifying narrative that sews through
the chapters of the book. Further, most of the chapters are loaded with heavy
information.

Nonetheless, the insights of the book are most valuable arguments for
those people who are grappling with the problem of sustainable water
development and interested in understanding the extent of water insecurity, its
Intricate linkages with other forms of security (like food security), and threats of
water stress posed to the Nation in general and Punjab in particular. In nutshell,
this book is a vivid account of over-exploitation of Punjab’s water resources and
water-use behaviour of farmers, industrial units, rural and urban households. The
book must be read by every water-user, social scientist, policy maker,
environmental expert, and for all those who are concerned with the emerging
water insecurity in the world !!!

Sukhwinder Singh
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A Review of Debates in Geography Education,
2nd Edition Through Three Lenses

Reviewed by Sean Loomis

University of Central Florida
Orlando, Florida, USA

] INTRODUCTION AND REVIEW FRAMEWORK

Edited by Mark Jones and David Lambert, Debates in Geography Education, 2nd edition
(2018) is part of a series of books in the Debates in Subject Teaching series produced by
Routledge, with the first edition having been printed in 2013. Like the other books in the
series, the goal of this text is to vet those who are subject teachers in geography education
the lay of the land in current issues in geography education and allow them an inside peak
at what those in ivory towers arc debating about the state of education. Jones and Lambert
write that “(t)he aim is to produce a collection of comparatively short, sharp[,] and rigor-
ous chapters to further debates concerning geography’s spirit and purpose and particularly
what teachers’ subject expertise means in relation to this” (Lambert and Jones 2018: 1).
In the collection of these works together, the contributing authors have given those in the
field of geography education the necessary tools to understand their own position in their
curriculum, pedagogy, epistemology, and teaching philosophy as it relates to the realm of
geography education.

When examining whether Jones and Lambert met their intended aim, I found it was
necessary to ask who this is for. Who is the intended audience? From there, the value of
the text can be determined.

It is important to note that the authors are all found from within the United King-
dom, so a distinctly British perspective on geography pedagogy, educational policy, and
academic subject debate is found within. While conducting this review, it was necessary
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“...how policy and
nitiatives and politics
can mold public
school curriculum...”
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to examine my own position when working through the chapters, from which I developed
three distinct lenses through whigh to reflect on and evaluate the findings of this book.
First, I examined it from the perspective of a secondary geography teacher, determining
whether what was in Debates in Geography Education, 2nd edition would be useful for those
toiling in the trenches of public schools. In particular, how helpful would this text be in
planning and preparing a lesson plan? Second, as a junior researcher, [ examined whether
this collection of writings would be beneficial to one who is trying to understand the main
issues going on in geography education today and who the most influential thinkers are.
Third, as someone who is not British, I intended to see whether what is discussed in this
book is useful outside of the Commonwealth and could adequately be applied to geogra-
phy classrooms elsewhere. Were the themes esoterically English or more ecumenical?

The text is divided into three primary sections: policy debates, classroom debates, and
subject debates. Policy debates look at how government policy shapes geography educa-
tion and curriculum goals as well as the impact of statc-sanctioned assessments on ge-
ography curriculum and day-to-day activities. The classroom debates examine different
aspects of pedagogy, epistemology, and teaching philosophy, and this is where the bulk of
the text is found. The final section is dedicated to particular subject debates that may be
examined within the academic community and includes ropics such as geography and the
Anthropocene, how universities shape school geography education, and the identity of
geography as an academic discipline.

PART I: POLICY DEBATES

This was the shortest of the three main parts of the text, including only two chapters. The
first focused on the evolution of geography curriculum wirhin Key Stages 1, 2, and 3 in the
English Geography National Curriculum, and Chapter 2 focused on the impact of General
Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) exams on (he English geography classroom.
As one might surmise from this brief description, it is easy to get lost in the alphabet soup
of acronyms and other shorthand descriptions within English educational policy and bu-
reaucracy. [ recommend spending some time at the beginning getting familiar with the list
of acronyms given in the introduction. This will save time from having to jump back and
forth between the book and Google trying to figure out cach sentence.

Despite what might be viewed as a narrow focus on the issues within a purely English
context, these two chapters were still very informative. In particular, the first chapter gives
a good account about how policy initiatives and politics can mold public school curricu-
lum both intentionally and unintentionally. For instance, John Hopkin and Fran Martin
mention how a shift to a more centralized educational policy environment in the late 20¢h
century and especially after 2010 created a push for more traditional subjects to be raught,
stating “(s)ince 2010 this tension played out in the enactment of a revised National Cur-
riculum designed to restore high standards in maintained schools, simultaneously with the
active promotion of Academies and Free Schools, whose professed advantages included
freedom from the National Curriculum—in order to secure high standards” (Hopkin and
Martin 2018: 21-23). In essence, a push for more centralized governmental control over
the curricylum,led to more standards, which in turn leads to more testing. This is a notion
that any public school teacher within the United States, Turkey, China, and many other
countries and contexts can relate to and is not limited to the British Isles. Social studies
curriculum is often shaped by politics.

A similar vein can be followed in Chapter 2, examining how enacting the new GCSE
testing has impacted geography classrooms. What is interesting here is that the GCSE
exams not only include geography content but also require fieldwork to be accomplished.
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This is in stark contrast to what is taught in many American schools, where geography gets
little to no focus. Although many school districts require that we teach United States His-
tory at three separate times during the average student’s schooling (Ochoa-Becker 2007),
there are only brief bits of geography peppered in. Again, this speakg to the value of exam-
ining debates in geography education from an outside perspective, as it enables us to see
how our curriculum could be influenced by introducing such a change. However, before
looking into these chapters secking a perfect recipe for solutions to these-jssues, it should
be noted that these chapters, as well as all the other chapters in this book, are designed
to give a glimpse into the greater debates in how we teach geography. Their purpose is to
give an overview of current trends to those interested in what is going on in geography
education, not to outline policy. To this end, I found these chapters enlightening and in-
formative and feel that other gcography teachers outside of the British educational system
would find merit in reading them.

PART 1l: “CLASSROOM” DEBATES

The section on classroom debates involves most of what is actually done within the class-
room by classroom teachers and professors. Of the three different sections, this was the
most universal in appeal. That being said, the chapters ran from being mostly useful for
geography teachers at the primary and secondary level (i.e., those attempting to decide
whether their curriculum should be organized by regions or by themes) versus researchers
and academics who study geography education as a whole (i.e., those looking at the greater
epistemological underpinnings of the enacted geography curriculum and the knowledge
that it values). It is important ro note that even primary school teachers should at least
be somewhat familiar with what university researchers are writing about in their studies,
as this research often informs cducational policy down the road. This notion is explored
toward the end of the book in Chapter 19, “Understanding the Gap Between Schools and
Universities” (Butt and Collins 2018). However, it is also important to remind university
researchers and scholars in the field that their research must be able to translate to teach-
ers in the real world to have any impact. Getting lost in clouds of thought and debates
about philosophical minutia gives little benefit to teachers who have to explain where
things are in the real world and why they are there. This section of the book gives a good
sampling of different topics from which both the teacher and the researcher in geography
education can benefit.

Among the fourteen chapters in Part I were interwoven themes that help connect ma-
jor ideas within the book and illustrate some of the tension between authors both past and
present. First, several authors within the book, such as Eleanor Rawling, Alex Standish,
and Clare Brooks, focused on which curriculum perspective was best for students to ex-
amine geography through. Their writing was focused on the different methods from which
to organize geography curricula, whether to examine through the concept of place or
regional geography or by starting with personal experiences and expanding from there.

Second, authors mentioned a need for content pluralism between rote memorization
and inquiry (sometimes spelled as enquiry in the book). This notion is implied within much
of the curriculum, in particular in the criticisms of the sheer breadth and shallow depth of
geography curriculums that do not provide sufficient background knowledge for students
to make meaningful inquiries about information. For example, in the chapter “Physical
Geography,” Duncan Hawley, horrowing from Sadler and Fowler, states “before students
are able to make considered arcuments and decisions about complex socio-scientific issues
that are well supported, qualified[,] and justified, they need to develop a content and con-
ceptual knowledge base that is significant in terms of breadth, depth][,] and organization”

e —— .l

“...teachers should

at least be somewhat
familiar with what
university researchers
are writing ... as

this research often
informs educational
policy...”
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Book Review

do research in the field, although in general each chapter only offers a brief glimpse into
each area. This might not suffice for an expert in the field of geography education who
may already be aware of these topic debates, but that does not seem to be the intended
audience.

PART Iil: SUBJECT DEBATES

Of the three main sections of this book, this section is best suited for researchers in he
field of geography education, although it is also educative for geography teachers to sce
what research in geography education is being conducted. There were six chapters in
this section, focusing more on the subject of geography, how it is defined, its place in the
curriculum, the difference between school geography and university geography, and how
geography education is studied. I will focus on two chapters that stood out as particularly
profound, or at least memorable. Part III starts with a chapter on the concept of the
Anthropocene, or the era in which humans have had the most profound effect on the
development of Earth’s physical systems. This chapter helps to reconceptualize the no-
tion of human—environment interaction, a notion that owes its classroom origins to the
“Five Themes of Geography” found in outdated textbooks across the United States and
elsewhere. According to Rawding (2018), human—environment interaction has evolved
to being the primary lens through which we examine the relationship between us and the
Earth. This encourages students to form a more holistic understanding of the relationship
we share with the planet. The author writes that “focusing on any form of society-nature
dualism, simplifies a world that is in reality far messier than such over-simplistic conceprii-
alizations would suggest” (Rawding 2018: 246). Reorienting geography education toward
a notion that humans are the most profound force of change on the planet might seem
solipsistic, but Rawding points out that there is evidence of this being the case, although
there are issues with how the Anthropocene is defined.

Another memorable chapter is written by Roger Firth on “Recontextualizing Geog-
raphy as a School Subject,” and it stands out as being the most complex and perhaps
even convoluted of the chapters. Whereas the chapters in Part II were mostly of use lor
classroom teachers, this one is tailor-made for the research enthusiast with a penchant
for philosophy. Firth examines the different epistemological underpinnings of geography
curricula (although what is examined could probably be employed to any school curricu-
lum), with a particular emphasis on Basil Bernstein’s social realism and a departure from
positivist or social constructivism (Firth 2018). This chapter is memorable for two reasons.
First, it was perhaps the most complicated of the whole book. Second, it demonstrates how
geography education wrestles with the nature of being a social science in that it is based on
subjective and sometimes arbitrary knowledge of a seemingly objective world.

CONCLUSION

s

It is important that, as educators, we constantly strive toward professionalism. Essential ro
that endeavor is to remain up-to-date with the research and progress being made in our
subject areas. That was the goal of the authors within Debates in Geography Education, and
I would state that they have done a stellar job. I found this book to be an immense help
to get a firm understanding about the major topics of discussion in my profession as well

L%

‘.. human—
environment
interaction has
evolved to being the
primary lens through
which we examine
the relationship
between us and

the Earth.”

41




In Search of Ahimsa

RAJNI BAKSHI

he cover of Nonviolence in Modern
Indian History, a collection of
essays edited by David Hardiman,
shows Gandhian activist P V Rajagopal
addressing a large gathering of the Ekta
Parishad in 2007. This can easily lead a
reader to expect that the book contains
answers to one of the most urgent ques-
tions of our times: How can non-violence
be an effective counter to hatred and
polarisation in contemporary India?
Those seeking clear and direct answers
to this question will be disappointed.
Instead, this book offers glimpses of past
struggles to practise nonviolence which
can inform that quest for answers.

Ahimsa as Love

First of all, how ahimsa is defined is
crucial. In the first chapter of the book,
an essay by Hardiman on the shifting
meanings of ahimsa in Indian history,
gives a brief overview of different types
of violence as understood by various
traditions of the subcontinent. The cat-
egories include accidental, occupation-
al, protective and intentional violence.
Of these, only the intentional type has
traditionally been deemed to be himsa
or violence.

Hardiman notes that personal prac-
tice of non-violence, by Jains for instance,
has been applied formulaically rather
than as an ideal and method to create
a better world. Nevertheless, Gandhi’s
ambitious endeavour for non-violence
had to contend with the claim, made
among others by Lala Lajpat Rai, that
ahimsa had contributed to the emascu-
lation and downfall of India. On the
contrary, Gandhi argued, the truth of
ahimsa had either been ignored or
perverted for over 1,500 years.

Varying interpretations of non-vio-
lence posed a problem even during the
freedom struggle. Anil Nauriya’s essay
on “Nonviolent Action and Socialist

Radicalism” describes Acharya Narendra

22

Nonviolence in Modern Indian History edited by
David Hardiman, Hyderabad: Orient BlackSwan, 2017:
ppix+ 259, 1,095,

Deva’s discomfort with the many possi-
ble interpretations of what is essentially
a metaphysical concept.

It is Tridip Suhrud’s essay, titled
“Fiery Ordeal: Conundrums of Ahimsa,”
that gives the reader an intimate
understanding of Gandhi’s definition of
violence and non-violence. The fiery
ordeal was a term used by Gandhi to
describe the moral dilemma he faced at
one juncture on whether or not to end
the agony of a terminally ill calf at
Sabarmati Ashram. Gandhi supported
putting an end to the calf’s agony as
an act of love, even though he knew
that public opinion would not approve
of his action. But, an act of conscience
and performance of duty, Gandhi was
clear, cannot be made contingent on
public opinion.

Suhurd, reading Gandhi in the origi-
nal Gujarati, suggests that the appro-
priate English word for the term ahimsa
is love rather than non-violence. This is
why Gandhi’s definition of violence
was any act of causing pain to, wishing
ill to, or killing a living being that
was driven by anger or a selfish intent,
that is, the opposite of love. That is
why swaraj and ahimsa were inextri-
cable for Gandhi; for swaraj was the
act of ruling or controlling one’s mind
and passions.

Acknowledging that perfect control
over the self and, thus, perfect ahimsa
is not possible in the human frame,
Gandhi’s struggle was to find ways.to
keep ahimsa within the human grasp,
that is, not to define it in a manner that
makes it unrealisable. This is a crucial
clue for contemporary efforts to work

with non-violence: they cannot be built
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upon an understanding of violence in
absolutist terms.

Ahimsa and Injustice

We live in a time when Gandhi’s non-vio-
lence is commonly misrepresented as a
way of keeping dominant elites in place.
V Geetha’s essay, “Travelling with Non-
violence,” dwells on the manner in which
Gandhi tried to balance the claims of
justice and love or compassion. Geetha
significantly highlights that for Gandhi,
injustice and wrongdoing were inher-
ently violent. The central question today
is this: Can there be conversion of hearts
in response to what Gandhi termed the
politics of “anguished love?” As Geetha
writes, “sustained exchanges between
the arbiters of injustice and the votaries
of justice ought to constitute the struggle
for justice” (pp 229-30).

Geetha, who is a dedicated and insight-
ful scholar of Ambedkar’s writings, gives
anuanced description of what she calls the
“disconcerted agony” that Gandhi expe-
rienced after signing of the Poona Pact:

While he (Gandhi) had circumvented B R
Ambedkar’s firm commitment to justice and
made him settle for a measure that left Dal-
its linked to the caste Hindus while grant-
ing them concessions—this is the form that
compassion took in this instance—he re-
alised that the love he sought, both for his
cause and the untouchables was vulnerable
to being expressed as bad faith, and in fact
could be deeply flawed—this in fact was
the burden of his many speeches during the
years 1933-36. He expressed his anguish
at the patronising tone that caste Hindus
adopted; he was unhappy with the paltri:
ness of spirit that some of them exhibited,
and when in 1935 Ambedkar proclaimed
his desire to not die a Hindu, he wrote in a
letter to Vallabhbhai Patel that howsoever
one read this decision, the fact remained
that even now caste Hindus and others were
more committed to win Ambedkar to their
point of view, with respect to conversion,
rather than fighting untouchability. He also
noted that Ambedkar had every right to
want to opt out of Hinduism and that his an-
ger was entirely justified. It was the Hindus
that were indebted to Dalits, he pointed out,
and it would behove them to pay that debt,
which in Gandhi’s lexicon translated into a
programme of serving and suffering. (p 232)

These details of historical record are
particularly important at a time when a
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ar more one-dimensional, or biased,
recollection of the Poona Pact is more
common. At the same time there remains
the danger of ahimsa being deployed as a
tool in the hands of elites. Nauriya’s essay
counters this anxiety by highlighting that,
in Acharya Narendra Deva’s assessment,
Gandhian non-violence can be established
only.by elimination of exploitation.

Strategic Non-violent Resistance

Over the last 70-odd years there has been
a global proliferation of non-violent
resistance. But, how much of strategic
use of non-violent resistance, in different
corners of the world, actually qualifies
as ahimsa?

Hardiman’s essay “Nonviolent Resist-
ance in India 1915-47” offers some clues
because it is mostly a review of Western
literature both studying Gandhi’s en-
deavour in India and movements across
the world since the end of colonialism.
This includes, naturally, the works of
Gene Sharp who argued that non-violent
resistance is preferable not because it is
morally right, but because it is more ex-
pedient for defeating the opponent and
creating a more lasting result. Hardiman
points out that Sharp’s work set a pat-
tern for work in this field which cited
historical examples in a simplistic man-
ner and tailored them to fit the claim in
favour of expediency.

Hardiman argues that such theorists
have been driven by their need to make
a convincing case to a Western readership
that non-violence is a viable method for
challenging oppressive power. In order
to do this, both the moral dimension and
Gandhi’s emphasis on constructive work
are underplayed in order to make non-vio-
lence look more widely practicable.

Therefore, Hardiman gives a detailed
review of Why Civil Resistance Works: The
Strategic Logic of Nonviolent Conflict (2011)

by Erica Cehnoweth and Maria J Stephan, «

perhaps the most extensive study on the
topic. Chenoweth and Stephan com-
pared 323 protest campaigns across the
world from 1900 to 2006, of which,
about omne-third were predominantly
nonviolent. While only 25% of the vio-
lent movements succeeded in attaining
their goal, 53% of the non-violent move-
ments were a success. The study also
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found that the frequency of non-violent
movements has been increasing over
time, while the success rate of violent
movements has been declining. Still
more significantly, the $tudy noted that
extreme repression creates a “backfire
effect,” which increases support for a
non-violent struggle.

While this analysis is heartening for
all those who oppose repressive regimes
there is also a severe limitation in the
statist mentality of such non-violent
resistance. As Hardiman writes:

Capturing State power and transforming a

society through the work of a constitutional

government that is responsible to an elector-
ate is regarded as the panacea. It celebrates

a form of coup d’etat while downplaying the

fact that all too often the interest groups that

gain office by such means start to misappro-
priate resources for themselves and govern
in corrupt and repressive ways. Without on-
going resistance that builds new institutions
from below, there is no genuine democracy—
at least not in the sense that radical critics of
constitutional democracy (such as Gandhi)

have understood it. (p 84)

Above all, what matters most is the
ongoing process of non-violence as a
public culture rather than, what are often,
short term victories over state power. In
India, this has been evident in various
movements, notably the Chipko Move-
ment and the Narmada Bachao Andolan.
In addition there have been lesser
known successes by individual activists
such as Jagannathan, whose story is
told in one chapter of the book.

Ahimsa and Tantramuleti

Kurt Schock’s essay titled “Gandhian
Struggles for Land in India” takes on the
claim that non-violent resistance tends
to be a “bourgeois” method of struggle
that is suitable only for extending repre-
sentative democracy and a market-based
economy. Schock, who is also author of
a major book, Unarmed Insurrections:

People Power Movements in Nondemocracies
(2005), argues that, on the contrary, non-
violent resistance” is both radical and
revolutionary and can be used to chal-
lenge structural violence. In a narrative
that traverses from the Bhoodan Move-
ment to the land rights struggles of the
Ekta Parishad in India today, Schock de-
scribes the organisational methodology.

Among the strands common to both
movements Schock identifies Vinoba’s
principle of tantramukti, namely freedom
from any formal structure. This implies a
people’s movement that is self-activating
rather than dependent on formal organi-
sations. But, this, argues Schock, may
well have contributed to the demise of the
Bhoodan Movement after Vinoba retired
from activism in 1969. Perhaps learning
from those mistakes, the Ekta Parishad
has built a decentralised network of
organisations that presumably enable it
to retain spontaneity while having a ful-
crum that holds it all together. However,
while Bhoodan challenged the notion of
private property, Ekta Parishad does not.

Given that land distribution is a highly
charged issue across the global South, a
movement like Ekta Parishad is acutely
relevant. Schock writes:

Since increasing land inequality plagues
India and the violent Naxalite movement
is growing, Gandhian movements are cru-
cial as they aim to promote justice while
also breaking cycles of violence rather than
perpetuating them. (p 228)

Published by Orient BlackSwan as
part of its Gandhi Studies series, this book
is a somewhat disparate collection of es-
says that provide a historical overview,
but may leave you hungry for a more de-
tailed understanding of how non-violence
has proven to be a practicable ideal.

Rajni Bakshi (rajnibakshi@yahoo.com) is a
freelance journalist based in Mumbai.

when ready.)

RD Tata Trust.

EPW Index

An author-title index for EPW has been prepared for the years from 1968 to 2012. The PDFs of the
Index have been uploaded, year-wise, on the EPW website. Visitors can download the Index for
all the years from the site. (The Index for a few years is yet to be prepared and will be uploaded

EPW would like to acknowledge the help of the staff of the library of the indira Gandhi Institute
of Development Research, Mumbai, in preparing the index under a project supported by the
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boolcs PreetBharara

and ihe
frule of bow

BY SAIF MAHMOOD

NDIA-born Preet Bharara first
shot into fame in 2009 when, with-
| in months of taking over as US At-
| torney for the New York Southern
| District, he decided to prosecute
Raj Rajaratnam, the manager of a
seven-billion-dollar hedge fund, on
securities-fraud charges. In a press
conference, Bharara claimed he had
unearthed the biggest insider trading
fraud in US history, which would
serve as a “wake-up call for Wall
Street”. In following years, Bharara
prosecuted an impressive list of
America’s powerful, till he was sum-
marily fired by Donald Trump in 2017.
He decided to wear his dismissal as a
badge of honour, turn to academics
and write the memoirs of his tenure
as US Attorney to tell peopie how, for
eight years, he was “doing justice”.
Bharara divides his book into four
parts and, like an enthusiastic prosecu-
tor, titles each of them on the various
stages of a criminal case. Running into

sation’, ‘Judgment’ and ‘Punishment’.
Each begins with an introduction,
followed by various chapters through
which runs a common thread of tho-
ught—“law is an amazing tool, but it has
limits. Good people, on the other hand,
don’t have limits”. This is Bharara’s
dominant thesis. To justify it, he writes
about the wide variety of cases he
handled as a US attorney and punctu-
ates his stories with the perils faced
by his office. Bharara prides himself
in always having upheld prosecutorial

ethics, applauds colleagues, expounds '

principles of criminal jurisprudence,
questions judgments and bemoans
acts of vengeance against religious
minorities. In a chapter curiously titled
‘Bollywood’, he explains how he was
accused of deliberately going after the
Indian-American community to please
his ‘white masters’. His justified anger

is writ large as he details a 2013 case
where an Indian diplomat was arrested
by the state department for underpay-
ing her domestic help. The arrest, he
says, “caused an international incident”
and, in India, “BJP..shrewdly seized
upon this supposed Western insult to
Indian sovereignty and caused a crisis
for the Congress Party”. He laments
how “an avalanche of vitriol and bile”
descended on him just because he was
Indian-born, even though he came to

'/ Bharara admits to failings
323 pages, they are ‘Inquiry’, ‘Accu-""j

.| but lays the ground to tell
.| us that despite these he
“and his colleagues always
kept ‘justice’ first. His
account is no exception to
. adegree of self-applause.

know of the case only a day before the
arrest. Bharara defended his case, and
perhaps because he was personally
accused, defended it “loudly”.

Does Bharara ever admit to human
failings? He does. Buthelays the ground
with elan to tell his readers that despite
their human failings, he and his col-
leagues always kept ‘justice’ first: “We
did not always get it right.... We pursued
cases some people thought were over-
reach, and we walked away from others
that some were dying to see us bring.
But I can’t recall a time when we didn’t

Doing Justice : A Prosecutor's Thoughts on Crime, Punishment and the Rule of Law | Bloomsbury | 345 pages | Rs 499

Taking His Own Course

The nemesis of many influential and lawless Americans, Preet Bharara
writes about his absolute fealty to justice ywith passionate conviction

think hard about what we were doing,
why we were doing it, and whether it
was in the interests of justice”. The
danger of some degree of self-applause
is inherent in every biographical acc-
ount and Bharara’s is no exception. I
would have loved to read some more
about the defence put forth in the cases
he writes about.

Bharara’s language is conversational
and his syntax pellucid. His innate
compassion comes to the fore when he
handles subjects like racial retaliation
and his fearlessness shines when he
slams the Trump administration. In
some parts, his writing typifies the fin-
esse of the always-triumphant down-
town attorney we watch in American
sitcoms; in others it evokes that certain
sense of plainness characteristic only
to the nonchalant man on New York’s
streets. Bharara shifts between the two
with reasonable mastery.

To point out just one ‘takeaway’ from
Doing Justice, I would quote these
ending sentences: “You will not find
God or grace in legal concepts, in formal
notions of criminal justice. Certain
values and ideals are beyond justice.
They include mercy, forgiveness, red-
emption, dignity. Also love.... The law
is not in the business of forgiveness or
redemption. The law cannot compel us
to love each other or respect each other.
It cannot cancel hate or conquer evil;
teach grace or extinguish passions. The
law cannot achieve these things, not by
itself. It takes people—brave and strong
and extraordinary people”. By writing
this book at a time when dissent is
being crushed and definitions of justice
are changing the world over, Bharara
has proved beyond reasonable doubt
(to use a prosecutorial expression) that
his name must go in the list of such
extraordinary people for having written
with the courage of conviction. [@

(The author is a human rights activist
and author of Beloved Delhi: A Mughal
City & Her Greatest Poets)

ﬂ
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THE ONCE
AND FUTURE
CONSTITUTION

By Rohit De

dvancing rights through
the courts in India remains
a difficult task. Facing a

i A conservative judiciary, a
hostile executive and vested interests
of dominant social orders, advocates
have to turn to the text of the Consti-
tution, the precedents of the Supreme
Court and concepts of international

law to protect and advance constitu-
tional rights. Forcign law has legiti-
macy issues, judicial precedents aren’t
‘always progressive and the constitu-
tional text is a narrow foothold.
Written by men and women
who were simultaneously seeking to
transform India’s future and man-
age a tumultuous present of massive
migration, mass violence and poverty,
the Constitution contains seemingly
contradictory elements. Freedom of
speech coexists with frequent internet
shutdowns, the right to equality
appears to permit housing discrimi-
nation against Muslims and liberty
accommodates laws of sedition and
preventive detention. So what is an
intrepid lawyer to do?
Gautam Bhatia, along with being

a Supreme Court lawyer and scholar
who has played a key role in litigation
on privacy, political detentions,
Aadhaar and Section 877 of the In-
dian Penal Code, is also an interna-
tionally renowned, Hugo-nominated
reviewer of speculative fiction. It is
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perhaps this appreciation of alternate
universes that allows him to sidestep
conventional strategies of incremen-
talism and judicial activism through
public interest litigation. Instead, he
advocates a revolutionary method of
engaging with the Constitution—of-
fering in this book a set of nine strate-
gies to overcome what seem to be the
limits of the Constitution. As a genre,
The Transformative Constitution has
more in common with Lenin’s What
1s to be Done? than dry treatises on
constitutional interpretation.
Bhatia’s method builds on the
recognition that the Constitution
replaced the colonial logic of gover-
nance with that of popular sovereign-
ty, public participation and limited
government; and sought to recon-
struct Indian society by dismantling

Gautam Bhatia’s
formulation
ensures that the
Constitution is not
‘frozen in time’, nor
does it give judges
ablank cheque

to rewrite the
Constitution

U\

T RANSFORMATIVE

CONSTITUTION

A Radical Biography
in Nine Acls

THE TRANSFORMATIVE
CONSTITUTION
A Radical Biography in Nine Acts
by Gautam Bhatia
HARPERCOLLINS
7699; 544 pages

hierarchies of caste, poverty and gen-
der. He sets out his approach in two
steps. Firstly, he expands the canon of
constitutional interpretation keeping
in mind the “injustices it sought to
repudiate”—thus, Tarabai Shinde’s
critique of patriarchy, Motilal Nehru’s
crusade against arbitrary detention
and B.R. Ambedkar’s Mahad
Satyagraha join and replace US
Supreme Court decisions as tools

of interpretation. Rather than

rights coming from abroad or being
imposed from above, Bhatia affirms
ahistory of Indians developing and
asserting their own concepts of rights
to fit their circumstances.

Secondly, he asserts that the
principles of equality, liberty and
fraternity that underlie the Consti-
tution cannot be read in isolation
from each other. It is the inclusion of
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fraternity in the triumvirate of core
constitutional values—replacing
the more commonly cited values of
dignity or ‘right to life’—that makes
Bhatia’s account stand out from
other liberal engagements. In his
formulation, equality and liberty
must be interpreted in the direc-
tion of reducing exclusion from
citizenship and market. Together,
this ensures that the Constitution
is not “frozen in time”, bound to an
‘original meaning” that the fram-
ers intended and nor does it give
judges a blank cheque to rewrite
the Constitution by importing
meanings that detract from the
governing principles.

What does this mean for the
ordinary citizen? For instance, if
you are a Muslim woman who has
been denied the right to buy an
apartment by the housing society,
your remedies are limited by the
conventional understanding that
the right to equality applies only
against the State and not private
parties, and the Supreme Court
ruling in the Zoroastrian Co-oper-
ative Housing Society case allows
private associations to contract to
preserve their “common bonds”.
Bhatia offers a way out through
an invigorated reading of Article
15(2) which prevents discrimina-
tion with regard to “access to shops
ete.”, arguing that it reaches to all
private economic market transac-
tions, drawing on debates in the
Constituent Assembly and the
history of a hundred-year-long
struggle by the Dalits against
spatial and economic exclusion.
Freedom in India thus meant not
Jjust freedom from the State above,
but also a horizontal independence =
from exclusionary authorities.

Orifyou are a Hindu wife
who wants to separate from her
husband, you can be compelled to
return to him under “restitution
of conjugal rights” in the Hindu
Marriage Act. The Supreme Court

[awo —

has upheld the constitutionality of
restitution arguing that the “right
isinherent in marriage itself” and
isneeded to preserve it and the
Indian Penal Code does not rec-
ognise marital rape. Bhatia charts
astrategy drawing upon the long
history of Indian women bring-
ing the language of rights into the
“private sphere” of the family and
the household—beginning with the
19th century child bride Rukhma-
bai’s refusal to join her husband, to
aminor legal victory in the Andhra
Pradesh High Court, where the
Telugu actress Saritha was able to
successfully argue that “restitu-
tion of conjugal rights” violates
personal privacy, bodily integ-
rity and dignity—thus, making a
compelling case for striking down
both restitution and the marital
rape exception drawing on the long
history of Indian women critiquing
family relations using the language
of public law and rights.

Despite throwing out both
precedence and protocol, Bhatia
is neither a revolutionary nor an
apostate, what he offers is a set of
interpretive tools and techniques to
renew faith in the transformative
vision of the Constitution. Thus,
1950 is the centre of the narrative
and is a surprising limit to the can-
on of historical events and voices
that he draws upon. However, as
citizens read and build upon his
strategies, one can imagine the ad-
dition of Namdeo Dhasal’s poetry,
the women’s movements agitation
for rape law reform or the Narma-
da Bachao Aandolan’s campaign
for the right against displacement
forming other roadmaps to achieve
threplomise of equality, liberty and
fraternity. u

Rohit De teaches history

at Yale University. He is the
author of A People’s Constitution:
The Everyday Life of Law in the
Indian Republic
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Nanak Singh franslared by Navdeep Suri

thooni Vaisakhi | Harper Perennial | 128 pages | Rs 399

Sing The Wrath Of Punjab

A great narrative poem of a Jallianwala Bagh massacre survivor, and lost for
ong, is finally translated. It retains the cadences of this historical document.

3Y NAVTEJ SARNA

% T’S a dramatic story by any stand-
ard. Nanak Singh, a virtually unl-
ettered (“fourth grade pass or fifth
grade fail”) Punjabi youth with a
penchant for poetry lands up at Jal-
lianwala Bagh with two friends on
Vaisakhi day in 1919. While his two
friends perish in the relentless firing
by British troops under Brigadier-
General Dyer, he somehow survives
and a year later produces a pamphlet
with a long poem titled Khooni
Vaisakhi, recounting not just the hor-
rors of the massacre but its entire his-
torical and political context. The Brit-
ish authorities ban it, confiscating and
destroying almost all copies. Nanak
Singh goes on to write many more
books and attains fame and recogni-
tion as the foremost Punjabi novelist.
Khooni Vaisakhi is all but forgotien.

But fate intervenes. A Punjabi aca-
demic, K.S. Gupta, finds a copy of the
poem in a gunnysack of papexs of his
bibliophile grandfather and writes a
literary paper on it. This comes to the
attention of Nanak Singh’s son, Kulwant
Singh, by now a leading Punjabi
publisher, who loses no time in
obtaining a copy. Another copy
arrives courtesy an intervention
by Giani Zail Singh, then Union
home minister and a Nanak Singh
fan. That is how the poem was
republished in Punjabiin the early
'80s, six decades after it had first
been published, banned and con-
signed to oblivion.

Nearly four decades were to pass
before Navdeep Suri, Nanak Singh’s
grandson and a senior Indian diplomat,
having translated two of his grandfa-
ther’s novels, took up the daunting task
of translating the epic poem, but not
before he had launched another success-
ful search, this time for the elusive orig-
inal title page. To give heft to his book,
Suri has added three essays. One, by H.S.

Bhatia, a Punjabischolar, contextualises
Nanak Singh’s oeuvre and analyses the
poetry of protest in Punjabi literature.
The second, by Suri himself, affection-
ately recalls Nanak Singh the man—a
wonderful portrait of an unassuming
writer who penned around 30 novels,
several poems and plays and greatly inf-
luenced generations of Punjabi writers.
Suri also puts the poem in correct histor-
ical context bringing out the ravages of a
harsh colonial administration in Punjab
under Michael O’Dwyer, the huge con-
tribution of the province to the Great
War, the Rowlatt controversy, Gandhi
and the beginning of Satyagraha as well
as the excesses of the martial law that
followed. Suri’s masterstroke, however,
is his idea of getting Justin Rowlatt, the
grandson of Sydney Rowlatt, chairman
ofthe committee whose reportled tothe
infamous Rowlatt Act, to contribute an
essay. In a creditable gesture, the former
Delhi-based BBC South Asia corre-
spondentpresentsanhonestassessment
of his grandfather’s role in the historical
inequity. These penumbral stories com-
bine to make this slim and elegant vol-
ume a well-rounded, powerful package.

- Surf’s essay puts the poem
| + imitecontext—the ravages
- of a harsh colonial rule in
Punjab, the Great War, the
Rowlatt controversy,
Gandhi’s Satyagraha and
the excesses of martial law.
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The attendant drama, however, need
not overshadow the poem itself.
Written in traditional style, where the
poet begins with an invocation to Guru
Gobind Singh to give him strength to
finish the tale, its ringing cadences and
rhymes bring to mind the ballads of
Shah Mohammed wherein he described
the Anglo-Sikh wars. At other times,
when the poet talks of the grieving rela-
tives of the victims of the massacre, the
poem becomes a dirge. Its literary merit
aside, the poem, written by an eye-wit-
ness within a year of the eventis a histor-
ical record which should help put into
perspective several events—the emo-
tions of the population, the build-up to
Vaisakhi, the killings on April 10 in
Amritsar, the Hindu-Muslim unity on
Ram Navami, the massacreitselfand the
frightful aftermath of cremating and
burying hundreds. Nanak Singh’s cour-
age, even at a time when no dissent was
being brooked, is evident in his unspar-
ing judgement of Dyer:

You tyrant! Until the end of time you’ll
be called

The Murderer that you are, O Dyer.

Our Lord will punish you for your
crimes

Watch how you get destroyed, O Dyer.

Navdeep Suri (he has been a val-
ued colleague in the foreign service
and friend for over three decades)
has succeeded in producing a very
commendable translation. Good
poetry is hard to write in the first
place; to translate it well is even
harder. In verse particularly, as the
translator observes, “the relationship
between form and content is so close
that to select one at the expense of the
other would be inexcusable”. Suri has
mercifully resisted the temptation of
resorting to free verse and has instead
retained the memorable rhymes, the
tempo and the beat of the original. For
this alone, he deserves full marks. [2J
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KNOW HIM FROM ADAM

lan McEwan pits man against machine in a novel that examines the robot's genesis

=S

eaders familiar with lan McEwan would have
two expectations from his novels: an event
that irreversibly changes everything and a
protagonist who's a professional, but has no
say in the event. The ordered, rational mind
of a surgeon is dramatically affected by a
plane crash and a break-in (Saturday), a climate scientist's by
an encounter with a polar bear (Solar). In his other novels, the
dramatic event is more human: A child witnessing sormething
she shouldn’t have (Atonement), the death of parents (The
Cement Garden). Big Issues and Small Things are what make
a McEwan novel. :

Having no say in how things come to pass is rehabilitated
through a narrative voice. In Sweet Tooth, the only recourse
available to a manipulated writer is to rewrite the narrative of
the spy who tricked him. In his last novel, Nutshell, a foetus
comes to terms with adultery.

In our precarious but compulsivaTelationdhip with artificial
intelligence, the human conditioning of narrative voice may be
our best asset for when the machines take over. This is what
McEwan suggests in Machines Like Me. Adam, a life-like robot,
is purchased by the narrator, an anthropologist with an interest
in electronics and in love with his intelligent neighbour, Miranda.
It is 1982. Alan Turing hasn't committed suicide; he is the re-
clusive oracle who makes technological advances possible.
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MACHINES
LIKE ME
lan McEwan
JONATHAN CAPE
¥699; 320 pages

AUTHOR IAN
McEWAN
SUGGESTS THE
HUMAN
CONDITIONING
OF NARRATIVE
VOICE MAY BE
OUR BEST
ASSET FOR
WHEN MACHINES
TAKE OVER
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Self-driving cars co-exist with
the Beatles. Margaret Thatcher
is usurped by a candidate keen
on Britain withdrawing from the
European Union. When her friend
does not press charges after be-
ing raped, Miranda pretends to
be the victim. Narrative time, Mc-
Ewan stresses in perhaps too
much detail, is now.

The plot is ripe for Big Issues,
and McEwan teases them out
gradually. When you think ‘isint a
life-like robot among us a question
of technology, rather than science
or religion?’, Chapter 2 speaks of
the development of algorithms.
When you think, ‘isn’t a life-like ro-
bot arong us a question of geriet-
ics?', Chapter 3 speaks of the his-
tory of germs and neuroscience.

Small Things are framed in
relation to Big Issues by way of
an organising principle attributed
to Turing: the moment we can't tell
the difference in behaviour be-
tween machine and person, we
must confer hurnanity on the ma-
chine. The stage is set for ‘a dis-
puted claim to consciousness’ and
‘machine sadness’. Surprisingly,
McEwan gives us several events,
any of which could be a dramatic
turning point. When Adam and
Miranda sleep with each other
without informing the narrator,
when Adam commits his first act
of physical violence, when fellow
robots commit suicide.

Things don't turn out well for
man or machine in the end, but |
can't shake off the strangely lib-
erating feeling that it's a win for
man. What perhaps escapes
Adam is the ‘unwholesome
nourishment’ one derives from
capricious children, ailing but
forgiving fathers, and talking
about things before doing them. =

—Suryapratim Roy
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Secret History of Compassion
is about a popular novelist,
Spider, who has been commis-
sioned by the Communist
Party to write an essay on the
mutually exclusive existence
of a human quality like mercy, and
capitalism. Spider’s project gradually
turns out to be a collaborative one
involving a professional executioner,
Jesus Pillai, Spider’s dog and his phi-
losopher wife, Rosi. In the course of
the enterprise, the characters
become bats, fly around, and voyeur-
ism is justified as a witnessing meth-
od to miracles.

Paul Zacharia is a leading Malayalam
writer and public intellectual.
Some of his fiction are outstand- &
ing in their psychoanalytic astu- %
teness and structural strengths.
He is not easily swayed by con-
ventions, and has very often
courted controversies. A Secret
History is his foray into Anglo-
phone fiction. It is likely to have
aperplexing effect on the reader.

The seeming chaos—anything
canhappen atany point—and the
sprawling canvas of the novel
(the sky is the limit) are held in
place by the slow formation of
the essay, completed towards the
end of the novel. Spider writes
the essay in a state of receptivity,
and shows his growth as a being
evolving from realm of the dem-
otic imagination to the experi-
ence of life itself, which one takes
for granted and which is beyond profit
or power-oriented systems like capital-
ism or Communism or, as it turns out,
gender rights. Itis about love, youthful-
ness, and songs.

That is the moral of this seemingly
immoral story. Immoral in the sense
that Zacharia’s fictive world aspires to
go against temporal ethic—the time-

boolcs Paul acharia
Secret History Of Compassion | Context/Westland | 431 pages | Rs 699

bound ideas of political systems, for
instance—into a more lasting universe
of compassion. Transgressions pave
way to transcendence, an insanely
fraught journey in an insanely normal
world. Which is why the characters fly
around—for the eye-view from on high.

In a New Yorker article (March 18,
2019), critic Leo Robson quotes (till
recently) little-known writer John
Williams (whose finest hour, decades
after his death in 1994, arrived in the
past few years; Williams’s novel Stoner
came out in 1965, when Saul Bellow
ruled the literary novel with Herzog;
Sunday Times described Stoner, during
its recent re-issue, as the ‘the greatest
novel you have never read’) from his
lecture notes: contemporary writing

Spider shows his growth
as a being evolving from
the realm of demotic
imagination to the
experience of life itself,
beyond systems like
capitalism or Communism.

Booi For All Chiroptophobics

Transgression leads to transcendence in this genre-bending novel, as shape-shifting
ideologies are left for universal humanism by characters who morph into bats

“encourages us to be merely ourselves,
to think or feel merely as we have
always done”.

Zacharia’s attempt is to differ. The
passage of his characters is through a
tunnel of nihilism, dug through and
under decaying institutions and noti-
onal values, towards that glimmer of
light lit by, ah well, by the torch of uni-
versal brotherhood/sisterhood. The
protagonist and his retinue are unbut-
toned characters, physically and spirit-
ually. Naturally, in this state, you are
open to bats, butterflies, squirrels and
erotica. One must add that no animal
(except fish that was fried by Rosi and
consumed by Spider) or bird was
harmed in the making of the novel.
Everythingin nature speaks of god, who
in this novel is a young woman.
The anything-can-happen spi-
rit of the novel could prove to be
a little wearisome as the story
makes its fanciful progress.

Especially to the Indian sensibil-

ity largely attuned to tepid family

sagas and the Indian-immigrant-
abroad-plots. But even to those
who are open to new ideas,

Zacharia’s novel is likely to offer

challenges. For instance, the

characters suffer from an inabil-
ity to feel existential pain. Ttis as
if they have an entirely different
neural network. Their anxieties,
little as they are, often come
across as fodder for the author’s
amusements. Indeed, characters
seemingly relate to themselves
as characters and, in places, cari-
catures. If this is an intended
effect, then what you have in your hands
is an anti-novel of sorts.

Iwasreminded of Mikhail Bulgakov’s
chaotic and brilliantly brittle The
Master and Margarita, to which A
Secret History bears resemblance.

“Just then the sultry air coagulated and
wove itself into the shape of aman—a
transparent man of the strangest
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appearance. On his small head was
a jockey-cap and he wore a short
check bum-freezer made of air. The
man was seven feet tall but narrow
in the shoulders, incredibly thin
and with a face made for derision”.
This is the Devil making his first ap-
pearance to Mikhail Alexandrovich
Berlioz, a literary editor, in a warm
spring day in Moscow in the opening
pages of The Master and Margarita,
a kind of magical realist critique
of the Stalinist Russia. The ’30s
novel is complex, and replete with
inexplicable characters. Margarita,
the heroine, can fly. A demonic cat
(Behemoth) can walk on two legs
and spout philosophy. And other

The humour implicit in
anovel like this laughs -
the laughter endemic to
Kerala: the don’t-bull-
shit-me-I"'m-too-smart
kind. It doesn’t translate
well in other languages.

e
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weirdities materialise throughout
its course. But the ordeal of their
world comes through. To Spider,
Jesus Pillai or Rosi, life, perhaps
because they came to their wings too
easily, is alark.

The humour implicit in a novel of

this kind tends to laugh the laughter
endemic to Kerala: the don’t-bull-
shit-me-I’'m-too-smart kind. It does
not translate too well in other lan-
guages, including English. Still, the
texture of Zacharia’s English must
add to the diversity of anglophone
literature published in this country.
What he is doing, I suspect, is actu-
ally transplanting a sensibility; the
language is just a means. I found the
argot alittle clumsy though. Adverbs
abound: suddenly, 