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INTRODUCTION
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Book Reviews are arranged under broad Subject Headings. Details about the Author,
Title, Place of Publication, Name of Publisher, Year, Pages, Price, ISBN followed by analytical
review with exact reference to periodicals in which reviewed appeared. It will be our endeavour
to bring out this Book Selection Reference Tool.

Book Reviews will be useful to our faculty members in selecting / recommending
relevant books for our library and also to keep abreast of latest publications in their
specialization.
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Labour in the Indian Economy

JAYAN JOSE THOMAS

0 anyone who has ever been asso-

ciated with the annual conferences

of the Indian Society of Labour
Economics, this volume under review
brings memories of two elegant persons
who used to lighten up these gatherings
with their wit, energy and wisdom. They
are T S Papola and Preet Rustagi, whose
brilliant careers had been cut short with
their untimely deaths in 2015 and 2017
respectively. The volume under review
is a collection of essays on labour in the
Indian economy, compiled in honour of
T S Papola, and Preet Rustagi is one of
its three editors.

This collection of essays is indeed a
tour de force, a good reference material
for any scholar interested in labour
issues in India. Running into 722 pages,
there are 21 essays in this volume, in ad-
dition to an introductory article written
by the editors, and three short pieces
remembering the life and work of Papola.

An overriding theme of essays in this

volume is that institutions matter more
than market forces in determining how
labour markets behave in a developing
country like India. This implies that rural
wages, for instance, are determined not
merely by the interaction between supply
of and demand for labour, as neoclassical
economics would suggest. More impor-
tant are a range of social, economic, and
political factors, which we may collec-
tively refer to as institutions. Institutions
may have taken shape through social
relations such as of caste and gender,
state policies (minimum wage regula-
tions, for example), or through workers’
organisations. The importance of such
institutions in influencing labour market
outcomes had featured prominently in
the vast body of research carried out by
Papola starting from the 1960s.

In India, labour markets are deeply
segmented along caste and gender lines.
As Sukhadeo Thorat explains in one of the
chapters in this volume, members of the
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Labour and Development: Essays in Honour of
Professor TS Papola edited by K P Kannan, Rajendra
P Mamagain and Preet Rustagi, New Delhi: Academic
Foundation, 2007; pp 722,%1,495 (hardcover).

Scheduled Castes (scs) or other oppressed
groups are sometimes denied entry into
certain occupations. There are frequent
instances in which workers belonging to
oppressed castes are discriminated against,
being paid lower wages or made to work
for long hours. Thus age-old social institu-
tions continue to have a grip on the labour
market despite the relatively fast growth
of the Indian economy and modernisa-
tion of many of its segments. Therefore,
as Gerry Rodgers rightly concludes, the
country’s labour market is characterised
by both continuity and change.

Globally, economic changes that have
occurred during the recent decades, set
in motion by globalisation and neo-liberal
economic policies, have favoured capital
over labour. This was in contrast to the
period between the 1950s and 1970s dur-
ing which the Keynesian policies of stim-
ulating domestic demand through in-
creased government expenditures had
helped the “golden age of capitalism” to
thrive. The working classes had made
real gains during that phase. On the other
hand, from the 1980s onwards, the neo-
liberal policy prescription of cutting
government expenditures to a minimum
has hurt the interests of the working
poor. A chapter written by Rizwanul
Islam for this volume shows how gov-
ernments in developing countries, includ-
ing India, have been unable to increase
government expenditures to stimulate
demand, even in the face of the 2008
global financial crisis. At the same time,
Satyaki Roy’s contribution to this volume
points to the inability of present-day
capitalism to absorb labour without
dispossessing workers of their rights.
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This, he argues, is the reason for the
continuing expansion of the informal
sector in developing countries.

In the Indian context, the chapter
written by Ajit Ghose highlights some of
the key features of economic growth
after 1991: a decline in employment
elasticity of economic growth and a fall
in the quality of new jobs created. At the
same time, Ghose points out that the
decade of the 2000s (which ended in
2011-12) was one in which there had
been a distinct improvement in the
growth of employment opportunities as
well as of labour productivity in the
Indian economy.

Understanding of Informal Work

A striking feature of India’s labour market
is the domineering share of the informal
sector as a source of employment. Papola
was one of the early contributors towards
an understanding of the concept of
informal work in a developing country
context. According to estimates cited in the
chapter by K P Kannan, more than 82%
of employment in the Indian economy was
in the informal sector, that is, in enter-
prises that employed less than 10 workers
(as per data from Economic Census of
2005). A growing important phenomenon
in India’s labour market has been the
rise in the numbers of informal work-
ers—that is, workers who do not enjoy
employment or social security—within
the formal sector. In one of the chapters
in this volume, Ravi Srivastava and
Ajaya Kumar Naik document the above-
referred process, using data from the
National Sample Survey Office (Nsso)

on employment and unemployment, and

focusing on workers without a written
job contract or social security.

Emergence of strong linkages between
the formal and informal sectors can
benefit the economy as a whole, with
informal sector enterprises growing as
ancillaries to or in subcontracting rela-
tions with the formal sector. However,
the relation between the formal and
informal sectors has been rather weak in
India, especially in the manufacturing
sector, as shown in the chapter by Arup
Mitra and Aviral Pandey.
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Within the factory sector or organised
manufacturing sector in India, there has
been a rising share of contract workers
or other informal workers, especially
from the 2000s onwards. The chapter by
Bishwanath Goldar and Suresh R, which
analysed the Annual Survey of Industries
(as1) data for 2010-11, shows that the in-
creasing employment of contract workers
in place of regular workers reduce plant
productivity and tend to depress the
wages and bargaining strength of directly
employed workers.

While agriculture still accounts for
close to 50% of the total employment in
the country, there has also been a definite
shift of the workforce away from agri-
culture, as shown by the nss surveys
held in 2009-10 and 2011-12. However,
it is doubtful if the above-referred shift
has been part of a progressive structural
transformation of the economy (along
the lines envisaged by Arthur Lewis).
Almost half of all non-agricultural jobs
generated in India during the period
from 2004-05 to 2011-12 had been in
construction, a relatively low wage sector.
In his contribution to this volume, Ajit
Kumar Singh shows how non-agricultural
employment opportunities that emerged
for rural workers in Uttar Pradesh was
driven more by distress-related or “push”
factors (as per a study conducted in 2012).
Most of the workers were engaged in
low-paid jobs in regions within or close to
the village itself. A majority of rural non-
agricultural workers were young, less-
educated males, owning very little to no
land. Biswajit Chatterjee and Aparajita
Dhara write about the barriers faced
by less-educated persons in finding

"regular employment in the context of

West Bengal.

Labour Market

A number of essays in this volume high-
light the fact that a majority of workers
in India earn very little for their work.
A contribution by Partha Pratim Sahu
points out that 50% of the self-empioyed
in India form part of the working poor.
The chapter by A V Jose analysed the
growth of real agricultural wages across
Indian states for the period from 1970-71
to 2010-11. Throughout the period of
analysis, Haryana, Kerala, Himachal
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Pradesh and Punjab were relatively
high-wage states, while Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra, Odisha and Chhattisgarh
were relatively low-wage states. Jose
finds that the growth of agricultural
wages across states had been associated
with improvement in labour producti-
vity and the spread of expansion of
commercial agriculture.

The analysis by Rajendra P Mamgain

using Nsso data finds evidence for caste-
and gender-based segregation in occu-
pations in India. Women and marginalised
social groups, which include the scs,
Scheduled Tribes (sTs) and Muslims, find
themselves in low-paid jobs—as agricul-
tural or informal sector workers—in
disproportionately large numbers. At the
same time, Thorat explains how caste-
based segmentation of the labour market
amounts to a violation of the principle
of individual choice and also creates
inefficiencies in the allocation of resources.
S Madheswaran writes about the need
to implement legal safeguards to prevent
discrimination against oppressed groups
and to extend policies for affirmative
action to the private sector.

The low rate of female labour force
participation in India (and some other
South Asian countries) has been the
subject of much scholarly analysis. The
contribution by Sher Verick and Ruchika
Chaudhary to this volume highlights the
importance of policy interventions both
at the supply and demand side to tackle
this challenge. The supply-side interven-
tions include creating institutions for
improving women’s education and pro-
viding facilities such as childcare to ease
the burden of domestic work. The chapters
by Jayati Ghosh and Preet Rustagi in
this volume highlight how society and
the economy undervalue the work per-
formed by women within their own
households. Jayati Ghosh shows that if
the official statistical agencies recognise
cooking, childcare, and other activities
performed by women within their own
households as “work,” then work partici-
pation rate of women in India will be
significantly higher than that of men. At
the same time, there is no doubt that
creating more employment opportunities
in the economy will be crucial to boost-
ing demand for women’s work.

JUNE 22, 2019 VOL LIV NO 25

Neo-liberal economic policies have
substantially weakened the associational
power of labour, posing challenges to tra-
ditional forms of trade union movement,
according to Praveen Jha, Swayamsiddha
Panda and Satadru Sikdar.

These authors point to the importance of
broadening the scope of workers’ organi-
sations by bringing in informal workers,
the self-employed, domestic workers,
and persons seeking employment into
their fold. K R Shyam Sundar’s contribu-
tion is on the question of how trade unions
can measure up to the emerging challeng-
es posed by a highly competitive econo-
my. He argues that trade unions will ap-
preciate steps taken by employers to in-

crease productivity as long as workers
are provided some degree of security.

Investment in Labour

There is no doubt that the increase in the
size of the working-age population of-
fers a huge potential for India’s future
economic growth. However, as the chapter
by Sheila Bhalla, Arun Kumar and Manoj
Jatav show, realising the so-called “demo-
graphic dividend” requires investments
in education and human development.
These authors cite the work of Simon
Kuznets in 1960, which pointed out that
a large population could form the basis
for a large market and a sizeable produc-
tion base. In addition, an educated popu-
lation can help in the creation of new
knowledge. Clearly, India’s policymakers
need to invest more in its people.

It is clear that in a country like India
studies on labour will remain central to
any attempt to understand the economy.
This volume contains some reminiscences
by Yoginder K Alagh of his association
with Papola from the 1960s onwards, and
of their successful initiatives in setting
up a few premier research institutions
devoted to the study of labour. All in all,
the volume under review is an excellent
addition to the literature on the Indian
economy. One only hopes that this col-
lection of essays inspires a young gener-
ation of economists to take up research
on questions of labour and employment
growth in the Indian context.

Jayan Jose Thomas (jayanjthomas@gmail.com)
teaches economics at the Indian Institute of
Technology, Delhi.
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Educational institutions need to focus
on critical enquiry, and for it to happen
students need to feel free to ask ques-
tions about the world they inhabit. Sys-
tematic questioning is tied to reading
the basic works in the area, and it leads to
better insights. This is an argument against
having to learn out-of-date knowledge
or learning by rote. There is also a plea for
encouraging well-equipped libraries, new
thinking, creating conditions for having
knowledgeable teachers and bilingual
education, which uses both the language of
socialisation and the language of knowl-
edge. The author is rightly critical of the
use of one language, and the transmis-
sion of knowledge through translations,
because they do not keep pace with the
production of knowledge, and the thought-
less game of numbers in education. This
is intertwined with an interesting short
history of the changing forms of the lan-
guage of knowledge, from Prakrit and
Sanskrit to Persian followed by English.
The dreams, efforts and hard work that
- went into the making of Jawaharlal Nehru
University into a world-class institution
that nurtured and helped to imbibe

some of the best practices, including,
discussions, debates and new thinking
have been beautifully woven into the
thought-provoking essay. It is precisely
because of its ideological antipathy to
these ideas and values that the present
regime is out to destroy this seat of higher
learning along with some such insti-
tutions through the country. Universities
are sites of nurturing the incorporative
spirit of our cultural inheritances, and
centres where multiple competing ideas
should be allowed to bloom.

We are cautioned against the idea of
the singularity of culture, usually linked
to cultural nationalist claims of invented
identity for political reasons. Nationalism
is always inclusive of several cultures
and all identities do not have to be subor-
dinated to the national identity, or the
identity of the majority. The idea is to
make the reader aware of the many cul-
tures in Indian society. Cultures are inter-
twined with history and are dynamic and
vibrant. Migrations and interface of cul-
tures and the consequent mutual bor-
rowings and incorporations, we are told,
need recognition. Interestingly, the legend

Making Economics More Accessible

RAHUL DE

he Indian economy has been one

of the fastest-growing economies

in the last 15 years and has become

an important standard by which to com-
pare the development of other national
economies. The successful transition to
a high-growth economy has been dis-
cussed regularly in the mass media and
used as a platform for election campaigns
by political parties. However, this cover-
age has rarely focused on the structural
imbalances in India’s growth model such
as increasing inequality, agrarian distress
and lack of social security for informal
workers. While governments have been
celebrating their achievements in bring-
ing growth, urban development, global
products and modern jobs, few have
focused on the social and ecological con-
sequences of these changes. Economics
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Economics of Real-Life: A New Exposition by
CT Kurien, New Delhi: Academic Foundation, 2018; pp 249,
%995 (hardcover).

of Real-Life by C T Kurien comes at an
important junction, where more people
need to be informed about the econo-
my’s structure and the consequences of
the high-growth model being followed
in India.

Economics for Daily Life

Kurien claims in his author’s notes that
the main motivation to write this book
was to inform the lay public about the
economy. This requires not only more
information about the Indian economy
but also communicating the theoretical
tools and conceptual foundation to make
sense of development and policy. This

MAY 25, 2019 VOL LIV NO 21

in the Ghaznavid coins was bilingual in
Arabic and Sanskrit, and the Ghurid coins
carry Islamic titles and Shiva’s bull Nandj,
while some of them carried the ruler’s
name in Sanskrit. Furthermore, the Qutub
Minar complex bears inscriptions sug-
gesting its repair when necessary by
Hindu craftsmen, as well as the attribution
of the success of the renovation to their
deity Vishvakarma. Significantly, it rein-
forces the larger point that the coming of
the sultanate did not constitute a break
in all important areas and practices, not-
withstanding the usual shibboleths.

All those interested in the cultural
and social history of premodern India
and its bearing on contemporary times,
as well as what ails India’s present edu-
cation system, and why our young minds
usually do not ask the necessary and rel-

evant questions, leave alone find app-

ropriate answers for them, will find this
work by Thapar, as always, intellectually
stimulating and extremely useful.

Bhairabi Prasad Sahu (sahu.bp@gmail.com)
is with the Department of History, University
of Delhi.

book’s ambition extends beyond the one
stated by the author, to introducing
readers to a different framing of economic
theory. The author states that he wants
to shift the emphasis of economics from
a set of models and normative evaluations
about markets and individuals, into a
more complicated picture that conceptual-
ises the economy as a “network of inter-
actions of a variety of agents which are
undergoing transformations over time”
(p 11). The author wants to include the
role of uncertainty, dynamic interac-
tions, historical context, international
relations, power structures and social
relationship to understand the economy
and its current condition. In doing so, he
challenges the traditional “neo-classical”
ontological premise of studying economics
through economic variables and mathe-
matical models. Instead, he presents a
conceptualisation of economics which is
embedded in day-to-day life. He states
that this book is concerned with “human
beings ... like you and me whom we
confront in daily life” (p 15). The primary

Economic & Political WEEKLY
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purpose of the book is to de-intellectualise
economics, make it more accessible to a
non-informed audience, and provide in-
centives for more people to engage and
understand economic policies. He states
rather bluntly that the few textbooks
that exist, written by Indian authors,
tend to be eclectic compilations of themes.
There is a dearth of critical voices point-
ing out the limitations of mainstream
economic theory to understand real-life
economic issues.

Dynamic and Complex Economy

Kurien articulates the mandate of eco-
nomics as understanding livelihoods. He
starts the book by asking fundamental
questions, such as how do people decide
what to produce and how is the produce
distributed? One of the larger imperatives
of Kurien’s book is to understand how
economics can shape our understanding
of our own lives and answer difficult
social questions that we face daily, such
as: why are some people rich and others
poor? In order to weave in an understa-
nding of economics in “real-life” he uses
day-to-day examples throughout the book.
In the first chapter, the author introduces
the concept of division of labour by dis-
cussing the division of labour through
which idlis are produced, which includes
the role of rice traders, millers, shop-
keepers, cooks and vessel producers.
This is a first of many examples through
which he embeds economic theories into
examples from daily life.

The other interesting strategy that
Kurien uses, is to explain a simple eco-
nomic system and add complexity over
the course of the book. The first chapter
begins with the concept of a barter
exchange economy, which is used to
explain how production is organised
through division of labour and exchange.
Through the first few chapters, the author
introduces the institutions that shape
production and exchange relations such
as markets, money, merchants, compet-
tion and prices. Kurien does not take the
traditional route of explaining markets
through normative models that concep-
tualise the interaction of economic agents
in the market through maximisation
and equilibrium techniques. Instead, he
theorises the role of economic institutions

Economic & Political wegkiy [H@f§ MAY 25, 2019 VOL LIV NO 21

such as markets, firms and government
in shaping the interactions and decisions
of individual households. The strategic
move to make the household the funda-
mental unit of the economy and not indi-
viduals, takes into account how social
relationships are shaped by power dy-
namics. The running theme through the
units is to conceptualise the economy
within a capitalist framework and un-
derstand the structure and challenges
embedded within this system.

The book is divided into three parts:
the first part introduces readers to the
basic tools, concepts and theories of eco-

nomics. The focus of Part 1 is to concen-
trate on fundamental economic activities
like production and consumption. This
unit frames the major economic inter-
actions within the economy as interac-
tions between households with different
resources and constraints interacting
within an economic system, whose rules
are shaped by certain key institutions
like markets, banks, and the state. Part 2
uses the toolbox introduced in Part 1 and
examples from history to create a profile
of the economy as a complex entity,
which is influenced by aggregate human
behaviour. This unit provides the macro-
context that shapes complex interactions
of households. It embeds the economy
within the international economy where
nations are competing with each other
to develop and grow. Development is ex-
plained as the process of increasing the
national income and transforming the
economy into an industrial, capitalistic
system. It also accounts for the unequal
power structure in interactions between
developed and developing countries, and
the role of transnational corporations
and international development institu-
tions in shaping these unequal relation-
ships. Part 3 of the book applies the con-
ceptual structure of the economy and the
macro-economic context within which it
is embedded, to understand the evolu-
tion and development of the Indian
economy since independence.

This narrative traces the shift of Indian
policymaking from a planning-based eco-
nomy to a market-oriented one. It focuses
on the main challenges and constraints
faced by policymakers and explains some
of the contemporary structural imbalances

in the Indian economy, which include the
failure to generate sustainable livelihood
options for the vast majority of the popu-
lation, the stagnation of the agricultural
sector, growing inequality and distance
between the rich and poor, and environ-
mental degradation. Kurien ends the book
by criticising the current finance dominated
form of capitalism and provides historical
alternatives for the developrment of an
economy. He also lists social movements
within India that can be used as a model
for developing a different kind of econo-
my. These include the formation of co-
operatives and the importance of better
governance structures in villages.

The sheer breadth of topics covered—
economic theory, economic history, com-
mentary on the contemporary economy
and potential alternative development
models—makes this book a must-read
for those who follow the economy and
policy through the media regularly. This
book is conceptualised to be interesting
for lay audiences, and simple relatable
examples which Indians are exposed to,
are used throughout the book. Moreover,
the book is structured to assist the reader
in learning the tools and concepts that
are deployed in it. It provides thought
experiments, economic puzzles and prob-
ing tools to create an investigative out-
look within the reader. Lastly, the book
summarises the main learnings at the
end of the chapter, which ensures that
the reader does not get lost or over-
whelmed with the book. However, this
book is not an easy read, even though it
has been conceptualised and structured
to be accessible to lay readers. The chap-
ters, especially the initial ones, have to
be understood in order for the reader to
progress through the book. For readers
without a background in economics, this
requires a degree of persistence and
patience. The latter chapters, especially
the historical discussions and commen-
tary on the contemporary economy, are
easier to read as the narratives are less
conceptual and more informative. Read-
ers who do not have the time to invest in
the book, can be well-served by reading
the latter parts directly, as the first and
third units are not strongly linked.

The book would have benefited from
more data which is easily available in
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the public domain. The Indian economy
story can be articulated through macro-
economic data. Moreover, the impact of
finance institutions and multinational
corporations (MNCs) can be evaluated by
looking at the balance of payments data
on imports/exports and foreign invest-
ments. This could have been a good op-
portunity to educate the reader about
understanding data and evaluating argu-
ments based on the data.

Imbalanced Forms of Capitalism

In undertaking such an ambitious enter-
prise, the book does reflect conceptual
simplicities and biases of the author.
While this should not be held against the
merit of the book, an understanding of
this will assist the informed reader in
their evaluation. The main argument made
is that the contemporary form of capital-
ism in the Indian economy, introduced in
the 1990s through liberalisation policies,
favours financial institutions and mncs.
Moreover, these policies are shaped by
the global forces of capitalism such as
Western developed nations, MNcs, the
International Monetary Fund (imF) and
the World Bank. There is an undeniable
reality to this account, but it fails to shed
light on the specificities of the process of
liberalisation of India and gives the
sense that these policies were imposed
upon India from outside. It has been
argued cogently that there were interest
groups within India which were shaping
politics from the time of independence
(Chibber 2003; Frankel 2004) to ensure
policies that meet the demands of eco-
nomic elites and private corporations. It
also fails to capture the regional specifi-
cities of the development process in India
and how colonialism had shaped a re-
gionally imbalanced system. Economic
outcomes are a function of both the colo-
nial policies and the various asymmetri-

¢ cal social structures that are prevalent

in different regions in India. The reasons
for the economic prosperity of metropol-
itan cities and states such as Gujarat,
Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu are differ-
ent from the economic stagnation and
distress faced by farmers and landless
peasants in the northern states of India.
The book fails to capture the complicat-
ed social dynamic of the Indian society
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where caste, gender and race shape eco-
nomic disparities. Further, it does not
mention two important instirutions that
distinguish capitalism in contemporary
India from other countries, which are:
the strong influence of the central state
in shaping the economy and, second, the
persistence of the informal sector as the
driving force of the economy.

The author provides an immanent
representation of capitalism as an over-
powering force driven by unequal inter-
national relations, which serves the needs
of finance and predatory Mncs. However,
this image is closer to the American form
of capitalism. Other forms of capitalism
such as the social democratic capitalism
found in Scandinavian countries and
Germany or the more state-controlled
forms of capitalism in China also shape
global economic forces. The major imp-
lications of this is that while the author
criticises the damaging elements of
the American capitalism, he does not
critique the more general problems and

tendencies of capitalism; these are sum-
marised in Marxian literature as asym-
metric power of those who own the means
of production, the tendency of economic
and political power to be concentrated
in few hands, and the tendency of the
economy to crash at regular intervals.
Overall, Economics of Real-Life is a signif-
icant contribution in making economics
more accessible, and creating an informed
audience who can evaluate economic
claims made by the mass media and poli-
tical parties. This is particularly impor-
tant in the current political landscape in
India where the future of the economy is
being created, shaped and contested.

Rahul De (rahul.de@apu.edu.in) teaches at
Azim Premji University, Bengaluru.
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‘Wage Rates in.Rural India

The EPW Research Foundation has added a module on Wage Rates in Rural India
to its online database, EPWRF India Time Series (EPWRFITS).

This module provides average daily wage rates, month-wise, in rupees, for various
agricultural and non-agricultural occupations in Rural India for 20 states starting
from July 1998 (also available, data for agricultural year July 1995-June 1996).
Additionally, it presents quarterly and annual series (calendar year, financial year and
agricultural year), derived as averages of the monthly data.

The wage rates for agricultural occupations are provided for ploughing/tilling, sowing,
harvesting, winnowing, threshing, picking, horticulture, fishing (inland, coastal/deep-

sea), logging and wood cutting, animal husbandry, packaging (agriculture), general

agricultural segment and plant protection.

Thenon-agricultural occupation segment presents wage rates for carpenters, blacksmiths,

and sweeping/cleaning workers.

India).

masons, weavers, beedi makers, bamboo/cane basket weavers, handicraft workers,
plumbers, electricians, construction workers, LMV and tractor drivers, porters, loaders,

The data have been sourced from Wage Rates in Rural India, regularly published by
the Labour Bureau, Shimla (Ministry of Labour and Employment, Government of

With this addition, the EPWRFITS now has 18 modules covering both economic (real
and financial sectors) and social sectors.

For subscription details, visit www.epwrfits.in or e-mail us at its@epwrf.in
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/ Smita Sahgal, Niyoga Alternative Mechanism to Lineage Perpetuation in
{ Early India A Socio-Historical Enquiry, Delhi: Primus Books, 2017, 242
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ashan.
Submission has been held to be an appropriate virtue of women. It was
@ution and gupposed that a woman submits to fate while man malkes it. The subject
" of this book justifies this appropriately. Niyoga defined the destiny of a
ek Pahlu’ (An womans life in case of the death/absence/impotency of her husband. As per
. [/ tibodh this measure, she was supposed to co-habit temporarily with her brother-
. in-law/ designated man in order to produce a son, who would be regarded
E3ays of ALK as the progeny of her husband.
= In locating Niyoga, a judicious analysis of textc (normative and

“iridia from a ; ; : : . s
narrative) across an expansive time-frame sprawling from the Vedic times

till the present has been undertaken. The Brahmanical, Buddhist and
Jaina texts analyzed in this study help us to know that all these religions
T Te) acknowledged Niyoga as a mechanism of lineage perpetuation. One needs
to credit the author, for analyzing this institution from various perspectives
of gender, caste, class and also comprehending it through the notions of
sexuality, masculinity and feminism. Niyoga was an emergency measure
and involved several key players namely, kshetrin (hwusband), kshetra -
(wife), bijin (official inseminator), and kshetraja (the son born out of this
union) clubbed together in this uncomfortable arrangement. Above all, the
lawmakers who not only crafted this practice, and laid down its norms but
- also accepted and rejected it as per the changing milieu.

This practice is understood in the backdrop of a chronological

framework. In every chapter, a detailed historical background is inserted

- which fleshes out the political, social and economic aspects of each period.
This would help even the people from the non-history background to
understand the connotations attached with this institution in an easy way.
The introductory notes may appear very lengthy, but for the historian it is
very important to study the text in a context. Against this background, the
understanding of Niyoga is preceded by the author.

The book engages with the reasons behind pursuing this alternative
strategy of heirship and how it impacted the present and future of every
single player involved in it. A practice deeply embedded in the patriarchal
structure, the genesis behind its creation was purely based on an obsessive 79
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desire for birth of a son. The sons have also been valued as they alone are
the bedrocks on which your lineage, religious rites and inheritance lay.
Consequently, the daughters born out of Niyoga were considered unworthy,
and this arrangement was to continue till two or three sons were produced.

It is significant to note that all key players of Niyoga are males and the

category which bears the brunt of exploitation was the sole woman. This
arrangement forced women in an uncomfortable relationship which was duly
sanctioned by their elders. If not so, then the same set-up was considered
sinful by the lawmakers. The book substantiates many verses from the texts
which bring alive how abusive this practice could have been in actuality. There
is no element of suiprise the women hardly exercised any individual choices
in choosing their inseminators. Often, the elements of retaliation by women
remain unheard. However, author brings to our notice subtle reactions and
expressions of disgust fowards the men they were forced to cohabit with. But
women had little choice to enter or reject Niyoga. This practice was clearly an
attempt to exercise control over women’s sexuality and also confine it to the
borders of the family wherein potential sexual partners could be sought.

This book alse highlights how Niyoga was for the women both an
exploitative practice and also a welfare measure. It gave women a fresh
Jease of married life for a limited period. On the contrary, the life of widows
was extremely diflicult involving celibacy, no ornamentation etc. while
Niyoga not only allowed them enjoyment of sexual life but also ensured
motherhood and social status. Most importantly, it reintegrated women in
the family immediately. However, women had no choice to choose either
i.e. widowhood or Niyoga. It was always a path dictated to them by others.
In fact, later this practice came to be entangled with the issue of widow
remarriage and sati. But here also, the fate of woman was sealed by others.

The monograph also emphasises how this institution affected women’s
sexuality. Niyoga was considered as a sort of a freedom granted to women as
they were able to enjoy multiple sexual partners through this arrangement.
This so called freedom was strictly under the directives of the elders.
Consequently, this issue of multiple sexualities was not well digested
by writers of texts of early medieval period and medieval period who
disdained it in favour of monogamy and chastity.

The book also discusses about men and masculinity. In fact, the
framework of masculinity crafted by the author is indeed a pioneering
intervention. This aspect is significant as there are three men involved in
this institution namely, the ksetrin (husband), bijin (official inseminator),
and kshetraja (the son born out of this union). For the impotent husband,
seeking refuge in Niyoga was also an open acknowledgement of cues
impotency. This invited a dent on his social prestige and loss of inheritance
rights. Further, after death, an impotent man can never aspire to enter
the heaven. Conscquently, the men actually persuade their wives to enter
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Niyoga and the book mentions several such conversations carefully chosen
from the texts. The author brings a very important point that on one hand,
man’s incomplete masculinity is vocalised through this institution; and on
the other hand, it actually gets repaired.

The bijin/niyogin also had to make several alterations. From facing
reluctance of the woman he is supposed to cohabit with to developing
sexual relationship which was clearly prohibited in presence of his brother.
The niyogin if he was a brother-in-law also had to readjust with his wife and
sister-in-law. There would have been tensions between kcetrin and niyogin
which could have emerged out of his suspicion of the wife becoming close
to the bijin/niyogin. Also, the progeny born would not carry his name.
Finally, this institution decided the fate of the kshetraja (son) born out
of this union. This son fulfilled the task of continuing the lineage but
also became a claimant in both his biological and legal father’s property.
The author discusses at length the position of kshelraja vis-a-vis aurasha
(natural son); dattaka (adopted son); paunarbhava (son of a widow) etc. as
represented in various texts. The aurasha was always given preference over
kshetraja. Thus, this important key player for whom this entire institution
was established had the emotional and legal attributes attached to him.

One tends to forget the feelings of individuals in institutions. However,
author draws our attention to that also and emphasises how the normative
texts instruct the process to be detached or clinical Niyoga seemed to be
the best solution for lineage perpetuation worked out within the family
itself. However, it also invited tensions to deal with varied motions within
this close familial unit i.e. a readjustment required between sister-in-law,
brother-in-law and his wife. For instance, a sensitive relationship existed
between the brother-in-law and sister-in-law. Without the consent of the
elders, if brother-in-law had intercourse with sister-in-law it was considered
a sinful. There lay an inherent contradiction as the lawmakers who forbid it
on one hand, legitimise it on the other hand. This iraplied treating brother-
in-law as a brother and later as a prospective husband. So this is the paradox
of the situation underlying the complexity of the problem they would have
faced with this set-up. After birth of son, the two are supposed to be in a
relationship of guru and daughter-in-law and have no lust towards each
other (Manusmriti). Also, another pertinent issue to deal was development
of sincere feelings towards their sexual partners. Apart from bringing out
these sentiments well, it would have been very interesting to also explore
the emotional aspect of the kshetraja towards his legal and biological father.

The author also provides us with an exhaustive analysis of the texts
ranging from Vedic period to the present in order to understand how this
practice saw many deviations. A large number of statements have been
made, in textual traditions, which are often conflicting and contradictory.
This book also includes interesting extracts from texts which help us to
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understand the origin, growth, acceptance and rejection of this practice
over this long time span. The author has been careful in demarcating where
the allusions of this practice are noticeable and where the term actually
appears.

Another interesting angle from which Niyoga is analysed is within the
context of varna and caste. Manu prohibited this practice for the dvija or
twice born. But several verses in the texts echo that brahmanas were the
best to produce a lineage. Even the designated inseminators for kcatriya
wives were brahmancs only. Thus, in Niyoga-brahmanas secure the best
position for themselves, and there is no element of surprise here, as they
were the authors framing the narrative. The texts also reiterate that the men
of lower casfe could never become bijins for upper caste. Later modern day
reformers like Dayanand Saraswati upheld the view that a woman should
enter this arrangement with men of his class or higher class i.e. vaishya
with a brahmana, kshatriya or vaishya as instructed in the Veda. Thus, this
practice was well casi in the varna order. The author also brings forth a
very interesting angle about the divine and mortal arrangement of Niyoga,
with regard to Kunti. [{unti mentions how progeny with a brahmana would
take considerable time, in comparison to gods. This could indicate on
Kunti’s refusal to have sexual relations with other men, and consequently
she chooses gods over mortals. Another interesting’ notion brought to
light by the author is the concept of reverse niyogin i.e. instead of the wife
cohabiting with an appointed man to reproduce it was the sonless man who
cohabited with wife of another man to produce a son.

The book also traces the journey of Niyoga and its continued presence
in many social groups with modified versions such as sagai and devarani
suttoputti. This practice in contemporary times became caste, community
and region specific. However, this investigation is based purely on an
empirical analysis of collective references. The author also draws parallels

with evidence of levirate in other societies, tribes and regions of the world. She

also mentions the common characteristics linking Niyoga with other levirate
practices and highlights how the reasons and fruits were nearly the same
with minor differences peculiar to each culture. Finally, author also traces
occurrence of this institution in any other sources, namely the inscriptions.
However, the results do not prove to be fruitful in this attempt. It could have
been a conscious atternpt to confine this institution in textual vocabulary
alone. Lastly, a careful editing would have eliminated mistakes in diacritics
and typo errors.

Many institutions have developed but collapsed because of insufficient
resilience, inadequate flexibility to cope with subtle changes that they are faced
at that time. Even todav, the couples without children seek refuge in artificial
insemination. Words like Niyoga may disappear from our vocabulary, but
allusions to this practice continue to exist and this book substantiates that
well. In fact, this book was written owing to a lack of comprehensive work on
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this institution. Now, any further research c(m Niyoga would not be possible
without referring this all-inclusive and wide-ranging monograph.

Kanika Kishore Saxena teaches in Lady Shri Ram College for Women,
University of Delhi, Delhi.

S. Irfan Habib (ed.), Inquilab: Bhagat Singh on Religion and Revolution,
Delhi: Yoda Press, 2018, 192 pages, Rs 295

S. Irfan Habib has spent a major part of his academic life in documenting
the 1920s and 30s decades when the revolutionary struggle was at its peak
and revolutionaries like Bhagat Singh, Sukhdev, Rajguru, Chandrashekhar
Azad, Jatin Das, Batukeshwar Dutt and Bhagwati Charan Vohra were
politically most active. While in his works he has discussed in detail the
years of the revolutionary struggle and the role that these and other Indian
revolutionaries played, it is Bhagat Singh that has caught Habib’s special
attention.

The colonial government went out of its way to portray Bhagat Singh
and his comrades as mere terrorists who believed in the cult of violence. The
incumbent regime made sure that no other aspect of the revolutionaries’
lives got highlighted. To an extent they succeeded in their endeavour. In
contemporary consciousness Bhagat Singh, for instance, is looked upon as
someone who through his courageous and violent endeavours was able to
pose a threat to the colonial state. It is also this aspect of his life that has
made him an icon among the masses. As a matter of fact if there is any
leader of the national movement after Gandhiji who has earned immense
respect and evoked boundless awe among the masses in not just India but
across South Asia it is Bhagat Singh.

Significantly, there is only a small section of the population that has
made attempts to visualise Bhagat Singh not just as a martyr but also as
an ideologue. It is this aspect of the freedom fighter that S. Irfan Habib has
tried to bring to fore in the present monograph.

Inquilab: Bhagat Singh on Religion and Revolution is an edited book
which contains thirteen articles which were written by Bhagat Singh
at different junctures of time. In the thirteen articles Bhagat Singh has
dealt with a range of issues pertaining to universal brotherhood, religion
and its role in the freedom struggle, communalism and communal riots,
untouchability, relationship between students and politics and violence and
its meaning.

One of the earliest articles that Bhagat Singh wrote which is included
in this monograph is ‘Universal Brotherhood. Wriiten in 1924 at the
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tender age of 17 years the essay deals in detail with the idea of universal
brotherhood. That Bhagat Singh wrote on such a complex issue and was able
to articulate quite maturely his thoughts on this concept at such a young age
is remarkable, to say the least. This article when it was first published in
two parts on 15 and 2. November in Matwala, a Hindi magazine which
was published from Calcuita, did not carry Bhagat Singh’s name. Instead it
mentioned Balwant Singh as the author. Balwant Singh was one of the many
pseudonyms that Bhagat Singh used in his writings in order to escape the
colonial staie’s surveillance. Many of the core ideas of this essay, Habib notes
in the lucidly written Introduction, got institutionalised when Naujawan
Bharat Sabha was founded by Singh in Lahore in 1926.

The formation of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha was an important political
development. Formed 2 year after the founding of Communist Party of
Tndia in 1925 the Sabha provided an excellent ‘platform for the otherwise
secret group of revolufionaries’ (p. xv). At a time when the right-wing
communal organisations like the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, which too
was founded in 1925, were going out of their way to further the colonial
state’s political agenda by polarising people on the basis of their religious
identities and creating communal disturbances, an organisation like the
Naujawan Bharat Sabha left no stone unturned to scuttle such vicious
political agendas. Bhagat Singh and other members of the Sabha made sure
that those who became part of this organisation placed the interest of the
country above their community. People who practiced petty politics based
on religious identities were discouraged to be Sabhaite.

There are two articles in this collection that catches the reader’s eyes.
These are namely, ‘Varied Views of the New Political Leaders and ‘Lala
Lajpat Rai and the Youth. Both the articles were published inKirti, the
newspaper that was staiied by Soban Singh Josh, leader of the Kirti Kisan
Party. In ‘Varied Views of the New Political Leaders’ Singh tries to analyse

political views of Jawaharlal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose. The -

emergence of these two political personalities on the national scene in the
1920s was seen by the riasses as a redeeming feature. While both of them
were, according to Singh, quite popular, especially among the youth, they
differed radically from each other as far their worldviews were concerned.
Citing from a meeting which took place in Bombay sometime in the 1920s
which was addressed bv Nehru as well as Bose, Bhagat Singh writes that
while Bose in his speech turned out to be an emotional Bengali, Nehru's
speech had a revolutionary approach. Singh disagreed with many of Bose’s
views which, according to him, were fodder only for the heart and not for
the head. Moreover, he is incapable of providing any food for thought to the
people of the country. He concludes the essay by arguing that if the people
of Punjab, especially its vouth, want to realise the true meaning of Inquilab
they should follow Nehrus more practical and revolutionary approach
rather than Bose’s emotional approach.
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Interestingly, while Bhagat Singh respected Jawaharlal Nehru's
revolutionary approach the laiter too, notwithstanding Gandhiji’s public
censure of Bhagat Singh and his comrades on more than one occasion,
had praised Bhagat Singh and his outlook on several public platforms. And
following his martyrdom Nehru had stated that Bhagat Singh ‘was a young
boy full of burning zeal for the country. He was like 1 spark which became
a flame in a short time and spread from one end of th= country to the other,
dispelling the prevailing darkness everywhere’

In Lala Lajpat Rai and the Youth’Bhagat Singh critically examines
Lala Lajpat Rai’s political understanding. Singh begiiis by saying that even
though Rai in the early years of his political career, having been influenced
by the actions of Giuseppe Mazzini, the [talian revoluiionary who played an
important part in the ftalian Unification movement, was quite appreciative
of the youth and had encouraged them to take active part in the national
movement, he had drastically altered his political views from the 1920s.
This was the period in which he had grown close to the Hindu Mahasabha.
He was no longer appreciative of the youth and theii political outlook. On
the contrary he had become quite critical of their political activism. Rai had
even gone to the extent of criticising the Bolshevik Revolution. Launching a
scathing attaclc on Lala Lajpat Rai, Bhagat Singh notes that he was nothing
more than an armchair politician who was cut off froia the ground realities.
This and the fact that he had joined hands with the right wing communal
forces had led Rai, the essay notes, to make such vnfounded statements
about revolutionaries and their ideology. Bhagat Singh concludes his piece
by stating that the youth should not be demoralised by such statements made
by leaders like Lala Lajpat Rai. Leaders like Rai and his predecessors like
Surendra Nath Banerjee and Tej Bahadur Sapru will, according to Singh, get
marginalised as they have compromised with the righi wing capitalist forces
and in the end it will be the revolutionary movement which will triumph.

It may be noted that, even though Bhagat Singh was extremely critical
of Lala Lajpat Rai’s politics it did not mean that he dicrespected him. Singh
and his comrades had utmost respect for Lala Lajpat Rai. He was regarded
by almost all the revolutionaries as one of the greatest leaders of the national
movement. As a matter of fact it was this sense of regard that led Bhagat
Singh and his comrades to avenge Rai’s untimely death which in turn led
to their own martyrdom. Interestingly, Bhagat Singhs widely known piece
‘Why I am an Atheist’ was alco first published in The People - the English
newspaper which was funded by Lala Lajpat Rai.

The thirteen essays also include such important political and

philosophical tracts as ‘Manifesto of the Naujawan Bharat Sabha’ which was

co-drafted by him and Bhagwati Charan Vohra in 1928 and “‘Why I am an
Atheist’ that Singh wrote during his stay in the Lahore Central Jail in 1930.
The ‘Manifesto’ was presented at a conference of the Sabha which took place
in Lahore between 11 and 13 April 1928,
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The Manifesto presented Naujawan Bharat Sabha with a framework
within which it was expected to function. Apart from various other issues
it also laid stress on the fact that religious superstitions and bigotry should
at all costs be done away with. The two, according to the manifesto, were the
biggest obstacles in the country’s growth.

Written over a period of two days, 5 and 6 October, ‘Why Iam an Atheist’
is a long essay that Bhagat Singh wrote as a reply to one of his co-prisoner
Randhir Singh’s (who subsequently founded the Akhand Kirtani Jatha)
accusation that since he had earned so much fame he had become egoistic
and his disbelieve in god was born out of this sense of vanity. Significantly,
while he does at the outset accept the fact that vanity did form a part of his
personality. However, his disbelieve in god was not due to his vanity but was
a result of his close reading on this issue. The article underlined the fact that
blind faith and reason cannot go hand in hand. While the former should be
rebutted the latter should be zealously defended. Towards the end he says
that since revolutionaries have well-formed ideologies which are based on
reason rather than blind faith ideologies which are governed by religion are
of hardly any use to them.

In addition to the articles the book also includes the text of the two
statements which were written and submitted by Bhagat Singh and his
comrades to the courts. While the first of the two statements included here
was submitted to the Sessions Court on 6 June, 1929 — a couple of months
after Bhagat Singh and Batukeshwar Dutt had thrown bombs in the Central
Legislative Assembly, Delhi — and was read by their lawyer Asaf Ali, the
second statement was filed in the Lahore High Court on 13 January, 1930.
The drafts of both these statements were framed by Bhagat Singh himself.
The two statements throw light on the idea of Inquilab or revolution as
it was conceived by Hindustan Socialist Republican Association. A close
reading of these statements shows that for Bhagat Singh and his comrades

it was not merely a polifical revolution that they were fighting for. For them
it was also social revoluiion which was important as that would end age old
practices of discrimination.Significantly, if it had not been for the active role
that Naujawan Bharat Sabha played in popularising these statements among
the masses by distributing them in pamphlets forms and sending them to
some of the leading newspapers of the period these statements would have
been lost forever.

In addition to the acticles and court statements Habib has also included
in this book a letter that Bhagat Singh wrote to his comrade Sukhdev
during their stint in jail. The letter was written in reply to Sukhdev’s letter
which unfortunately has got lost. Sukhdev was feeling quite demoralised
with the way political developments were taking shape and was, therefore,
contemplating suicide in order to escape this feeling. Bhagat Singh wrote his

reply in the days following Jatin Das’s death on 13 September 1929. In the
86 letter Bhagat Singh corpletely abhors such a thought and even admonishes
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Sukhdev for thinking on such lines. Suicide for Bhagat Singh was a
cowardly act. Significantly, in their days of activism even Sukhdev abhorred
the idea of suicide but he, as the letter says, changed completely during his
days in the prison. Singh was of the opinion that one should be ready to
facing consequences for his actions. In fact it would not be too off the mark
to suggest that in this letter Bhagat Singh emerges as a true satyagrahi - one
who was ready to face consequences for his actions without any fear. Indeed
his thinking had matured immensely during his stay in jail,

This collection also includes excerpts from his ‘Jail Notebool’ In his
brief introduction to this section Habib tells us how this important historical
document came into public domain. Though the earliest reference to Jail
Notebook was made in an article written by G. Deol in the Peoples Path,
a magazine,in 1968, it was Habib who was the first historian to use this
document’s transcripts in his research work that he did on Bhagat Singh
in 1977-78. Subsequently, its copies were also acquired by the National
Archives as well as the Nehru Memorial Museum and Library.

Glancing through the 7ail Notebook’ one realises that his political
outlook had matured immensely during his incarceration days. Very
early in his life Bhagat Singh had inculcated the habit of reading. All his
comrades agreed that he was a voracious reader. In fact Shiv Verma, a
close colleague of Singh once stated that he was informed by librarian
of the Dwarkadas Library, Rajaram Sastri, that Bhagat Singh did not just
read books but devoured them. It is also known that during the days when
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association’s central office was located in
Agra Bhagat Singh had built for himself a library of more than a hundred
books. The books that he was reading during his prison days pertained to
diverse areas including politics, philosophy, economics, history, literature,
science and et al. Bukharin, William Wordsworth, Vladimir I. Lenin, Karl
Marx, Frederick Engels, Bertrand Russell Upton Sinclair, Rabindranath
Tagore, Trotsky, Tennyson and Spinoza were just few of the authors whose
works he was reading regularly.

The books that he was reading were not easy to obtain in jail. In this
regard the role of owners of the bookshop Ramakrishna and Sons as well as
Rajaram Sastri, the librarian at the Dwarkadas Library - both in Lahore -
was crucial. They ensured that the books that Bhagat Singh wanted to read
were obtained and sent to him on time. Also crucial was the role that one of
Bhagat Singh's childhood friend’s Jaidev Gupta played in physically taking
many of the books to the prison.

S. Irfan Habib’s Inquilab: Bhagat Singh on Religion and Revolution is
thus an exhaustive collection of Bhagat Singh’s writings. I believe that the
present monograph is an important contribution to Bhagat Singh studies.
At a time when Bhagat Singh’s ideals stand challenged and a section of the
political class is trying to appropriate his legacy, albeit wrongly, Habib’s book
will help not just experts but also non-experts realise the rich intellectual
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legacy of this great revolutionary. It will go a long way in establishing the
fact that Bhagat Singh was a mature and a serious revolutionary and not a
mere wayward gun-wielding nationalist.

Amol Saghar is Research Scholar, Department of History, University of
Delhi, Delhi.

Sushil Kumar, Liberal Humanism and the Non-Western Other, Shimla:
Indian Institute of Advanced Study, xv+340 pages, Rs 695

This book, written by a senior Professor (now retired) at the School of
International Studies of the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, during
the tenure of his Fellowship at the Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla, is a work of iramense scholarship, which advances the author’s own
world-view in no uncertain terms. And this world view is as original as it
is ambitious. One may have disagreements with it, as I do, but there is no
denying the sheer coirage and extraordinary effort involved in putting it
forward.

The idea that the Enlightenment project in Europe was harnessed by the
emerging capitalism of the period to provide a justification for imperialism,
for annexing and subjugating distant lands, has been advanced by many, and
forms the starting point of the book. The Enlightenment’s very definition of
‘rationality’ was meant to legitimise this aggrandizement by metropolitan
capitalism, which converted nature into a resource. It recognised only one
unique concept of ‘rationality, namely the one underlying capitalism, and
universalised it and spread it to non-Western societies that had hitherto
been devoid of it; and this provided an alleged rationale for imperialism.

Some authors have talked of an Alternative Enlightenment that
challenged even at that very time this hegemonic discourse inaugurated
by the Enlightenment, but the author does not enter into that discussion.
His concern is quite different: after independence from colonial rule, many
of the former colonies and semi-colonies, for the sake of ‘modernisation,
adopted the same woild view that the Enlightenment had, and on that basis
sought to impose upon their societies the same perception of what was
good for them. They sought to fashion their own societies in the manner of
Western Europe, and adopted for this purpose a ‘top-down’ model of social
engineering.

They accepted the universal validity of the European ‘model, and
imitated the European way of organising the polity and society as the
only way of achieving ‘modernisation’ European-style ‘democracy’ and
European-style ‘secularism’ were implanted into their own countries. Their
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BY ANNA SUJATHA MATHAI

%, AVI Shankar is a Malayali
poet and translator who lives
in Palakkad in Kerala. In his
i'] first book of poems, Architec-
{Jt ture of Flesh, he articulated
" the semantics of violence-
political, patriarchal and commu-
nal. The intensity of his concern
perfectly matches the sharpness of
his images, and is now matched by
The Bullet Train, which also reveals
a talent for scathing satire. Tellin-
gly dedicated to Rohith Vemula, the
writer uses “black humour, stab-
bing sarcasm, and wmischievous
word-play” as K. Satchidanandan,
Malayalamy’s towering man of let-
ters, says in his foreword.

Writing of Asifa, the child who was
tortured, raped and killed in Kathua,
RaSh plays on the name As {f A, to
show how even such a hideous and
cruel happening can be talked out of
existence, As if it had never been.
The funniest poem in the book, The
Anthem, has ablack man sitting next
to an old man with a white beard in
a theatre, asking him: “Who da
fuck’re you, man?” The saintly man
replies, “I'm Tagore. Who art Thou?”
The black man said, “I’'m Bob Marley.
And I never stand up for anything
but my rights.”

RaSh’s range and themes are eclec-
tic. In A Modest Proposal, there is
Jonathan Swift. The misogynist,
deadly satirist makes an outrageous

|
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In How To Lynch A Man,
the unsparing RaSh
suggests choosing
' someone alone, poor,
starving, low caste or
Muslim. And next, you
need a proper slogan.

byaedrs RaSh (Ravi ShankarN)

The Bullet Train And Other Loaded Paems | Hawakal | 64 pages | Rs 250

DeMo And Lost Loves

Bitter irony unites with savage sarcasm in
poems to pin down the truths we live with

suggestion to the Irish people about
what to do with their children, to
deal with the famine Ireland was
facing. This is soon followed by How
to Lynch a Man. RaSh suggests choo-
sing someone alone, poor, starving,
low caste or Muslim. Next, you need
a slogan: ‘Har Har Mahadev’, ‘Jai
Bajrang Bali ki’, or “Bharat chhodo’.
The actual killing is described in
such an unsparing way, it draws you
in squirming, appalled, participat-
ing in the gruesome act. Love in the
Time of Demonetisation tells a good,
lascivious tale of (an imaginary)
meeting in one of the endless queues,
spoiltin the end by the lovers having
to rush off to different banks to col-
lect cash.

Some poems, like Sweet Porn Soup,
have a touch of, well, porn, verging
on the sexually explicit. In another
poem, Shankar is ‘a Darya Ganj
Messial’: “I am now in a high secu-
rity press/ (Where new 2,000 rupee
notes are getting printed)/with a
secret mission to interpolate Gol-
walker into Ambedkar.” In another
typically hard-hitting ditty, An App-
eal to the Great Teacher, the satire
dwells on graphic torture of the
third-degree kind: “You can teach
me/How to hammer nails inte a vic-
tim’s palms/How to drive a pile into
a woman’s anus/Compose music
from the screams of the helpless....
But never, never, never never teach
me/How to love.”

In the title poem of the collection,
the famed bullet train itself becomes
a symbol; it is the dream of the power-
ful. But we must recognise that there
isanother ‘Make in India’ model “that
passes through stations with strange
names like Kalburgi South, Pansare
West and Dabholkar Central...” In
this collection, satire looks for a way
to speak of unbearable truths, with
irony, laughter, savagery, and some-
times with a twist of our perception. {2

ON THE AGKS

'
'

Romila Thapar et al

Which Of Us Are
Aryans? | Aleph

‘Indigenous’ or ‘invaders’? The

i origin of ‘Aryans’ is an evocative

! issue in contemporary India. The

: authors—historians, geneticists

; and journalists—examine various

' hypotheses on the subject and

: draw upon Vedic compositions,

; linguistics, archaeological data and
; DNA analyses from the Harappan

' settlement of Rakhigarhi to chal-
lenge persistent myths and popular
assumptions about our forebears.

|

1!
1 David Robson

; The Intelligence

{  Trap | Hodder &

i Stoughton
Kary Mullis, a Nobel Prize winner,
claims he was abducted by aliens
and swears by astrology. Arthur
Conan Doyle, the writer of detective
mysteries, fell for two teenagers’
scams. Through engaging anecdotes,
the book scrutinises the concept
of intelligence and discusses why
people with high 1Qs are more likely
to make certain kinds of mistakes.

Rokeva Sakhawat
Hossain

Freedom Fables |
Zubaan

The first stirring of emancipation
of Muslim women an Bengal,

and India, owed much to Rokeya
Sakhawat Hossain (1880-1932): ess-
ayist, poet, activist. Deeply invested
in the early nationalist struggle,

in these satires, ‘fables’ and ‘fairy
tales’ like Muktiphal and Gyanphal,
Rokeya playfully excoriates coloni-
alism, laments the state of the poor
and is anguished by the 1907 split
in the Congress. Tr. from Bengali.

Correction: Charcoal Portrait
by Selina Hossain is published
by Palimpsest, not Om Books.

8 July 2019 DUTLOOK B3
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AparNA KAPADIA, In Praise of Kings: Rajputs, Sultans and Poets in Fifteenth-century

Gujarat, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018, 183 pp.
DOI: 10.1177/0019464619840581

This book is an attempt to rehabilitate the fifteenth century in the larger historical

narrative as an important and dynamic period of north Indian history. The author
uses the example of Gujarat to draw the argument home. As such, it is an Impor-
tant contribution to the steadily gathering corpus of studies on medieval Gujarat.
The bulk of the book deals with the history of local warrior chieftains of the
fifteenth-century Gujarat. Kapadia argues that these chieftains had been actively
participating in the politics of this region from the twelfth century to thirteenth
century and continued to hold significant positions either as independent chieftains
or as collaborators of re gional rulers, including that of the sultanate of Gujarat during
the fifteenth century. In this period, argues Kapadia, emerged a strong warrior ethos,
which became an important marker of the still inchoate category of the ‘Rajputs’.
The book systematically develops its layered arguments OVer five chapters.
The first chapter sets up the historical stage spanning the Chaulukya-Vaghela era
(940-1304) as a context to study the ‘long fifteenth century’. It was during these
centuries that many local chieftains gained political f)r(‘)minence in the ‘interstices
of a large empire’ as allies and trusted subordinates of the Chaulukyas and later on
of the Vaghelas (p. 39). They, however, did not disappear with the decline of the
Vaghelas and continued to hold sway ovet large parts of the territories that they
had acquired with their military prowess and political acumen under the previous
regimes. As Gujarat slowly slipped into the hands of the Delhi Sultanate, these
chieftains did not lose their political potential. They continued to collaborate with,
or offer resistance to, the distant sovereign, the sultans of Delhi first and those of
Gujarat later. These local chieftains often expressed their political standing through
literary narratives in the form of poems, plays and inscriptions composed by their
court poets. Kapadia uses three such narratives of the fifteenth century to argue her
case about the continued political vitality of these warrior chieftains. Itis through a
reading of these that she opens up the exciting and dynamic politico-cultural world
of the local polities. As these ‘sources’ were not considered ‘hard evidence’, they
escaped the attention of historians. This is a lacuna that the book aims to repair.
Thus, the second and third chapters of the book analyse Ranmallachanda of
Sridhara Vyasa (written in Sanskrit and Dimgal), Gaﬂgadc’isapratdpavildsand!aka

and Mandalikanrpacarita of Gangadhara (both in Sanskrit). Ranmallachanda is a
poem that records the superhuman encounters of its protagonist, Ranmal (a chief-
tain of Idar), with Zafar Khan (later Muzaffar Shah), the governor deputed by the

Delhi Sultanate. Kapadia notes that Ranmallachanda denotes an interesting case
of literary innovation in combining elements of classical Sanskrit kavyd traditions
with the oral traditions of Dimgal virakavya, the heroic poetry, popular amongst
the warrior clans of western India. Ranmallachanda helps its protagonist articulate

The Indian Economic and Social History Review. 56, 2 (2019): 227-245
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his newfound political status as a strong kshatriya warrior. Thus, Rapmallachanda
represents ‘the early manifestation of what was to emerge as a pan-Indian warrior
identity in the form of the category of “Rajput”™” (p. 47).

Drawing on the ideas of B.D. Chattopadhyaya (and to some extent Dirk H. Kolff),
Kapadia notes how the political rise of the local Rajput chieftains such as Rathod
chief Ranmal of Idar, the Chauhans of Champaner and the Chudasamas of J unagadh
was closely linked to the processes of local state formation and ‘kshatriyayisation’.
In this sense, the book locates the fifteenth century as one of continuity with the
previous era. This continuity is also visible in the unrelenting importance of Sanskrit
for the political clites of Gujarat in the fifteenth century. Making a departure from
Pollock’s famous formulation whereby ‘languages of place’ eclipsed Sanskrit
in political usages during the ‘vernacular millennium’, Kapadia argues that
Sanskrit was put to creative usage by poets of the fifteenth century for articulating
the political aspirations of their patrons. Gangadasapratapavilasanataka and
Mandalikanrpacarita of Gangadhara clearly attest to this trend. These texts depict
the Rajput patrons from ‘regional’ kingdoms of Champaner and Junagadh ‘as
universalised kshatriya kings® while situating ‘them within their very localised
political and geographical context’ (p. 100). Kapadia calls it an ‘interplay of
cosmopolitan and local’ (p. 93).

By foregrounding these accounts, the author manages to recover an important
aspect of Gujarat’s ‘heroic Rajput past” which was long considered lost with the
establishment of Turkic rule in the thirteenth century itself. The book thus argues
in favour of ‘political and cultural continuities——not ruptures’ in the fifteenth
century (p. 16).

Even more interesting is the author’s assertion, in the fourth chapter, that the
vibrant culture of Sanskrit kavya (with its attendant focus on warrior ethos and

Puranic ways of imagining universal Kingship) was not an exclusive reserve of the -

local chiefs in the fifteenth century. Here, the book analyses yet another Sanskrit
composition, Rajavinoda, composed by Udayaraja for his patron Mahmud Begada,
a Muzaffarid Sultan, ruler of Gujarat between 1459 and 1511. Kapadia argues
that Udayaraja made extensive use of ‘the stock imaginary of kavya’ and joined
‘Gangadasapratapavilasanaiaka and the Mandalikanypacarita in projecting its
protagonist as an ideal Indic monarch’ (p- 127). While Kapadia makes a persuasive
case about Udayaraja’s imagining of a universal kingship, it is possible to ask,
vis-a-vis her use of the term ‘Indic’, if there weren’t multiple ways of imagining an
Indic ideal of kingship. The book makes a very strong case for the shared politico-
cultural universe amongst the fifteenth century political elites of Gujarat
irrespective of their religious associations. The vitality of the shared literary culture
is evident in Udayaraja’s asserfion that ‘Sarasvati, the goddess of learning has chosen
to leave the heavens and move to Mahmud’s court’ (p. 127). Fifteenth century was
a century of multilingualism (a point that Kapadia hints at only briefly) which
was reflected in the ways in which the language of a poem like Rapmallachanda
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was ‘freely interspersed with vernacularised forms of Persian and Arabic words’
(p. 50). By drawing our attention to such layers of literary and linguistic complexity,
the book helps in challenging many stereotypes about the alleged Hindu—Muslim
and Sanskrit—Persian divide in the middle ages.

In its last chapter, the book takes a leap from the fifteenth to the nineteenth
century. Through her discussion of Ras Mala of Alexander Forbes, the first colonial
history of Gujarat, Kapadia reiterates the larger argument about the centrality of
local chieftains in the politics of Gujarat over the centuries. She finds great value in
a text like Ras Mala for it helps to take the focus away from ‘imperial rulers like the
Mughals and the Marathas’ (p. 131). While this might be an interesting observation
on the part of the author, it is important to understand the politics of the colonial
histories like Ras Mala that portrayed the ‘Rajputs’ as perpetual power wielders.
Tod’s magnum opus is another case in point. To be fair to the author, she does hint
towards this but does not work out its historical implications for her own study.

The book is very loaded in terms of its arguments. In many ways, its novelty
lies in the manner in which it deals with its ‘sources’ both as sources of information
and as subjects of study in themselves. For this reason, readers might be excused
for wishing that the book provided closer glimpses of the ‘sources’ in the form of
more frequent and extended excerpts. For that would have provided the reader with
a better view of the texture of the literary canvas in the fifteenth century.

Inconsistent spelling of certain non-English words and the more than occasional
typographical errors are minor irritants in a book that should be a must read for
those interested in historical studies of Gujarat, the literary cultures of the medieval
period, cultural iconographies in a multilingual world and most certainly north
India in the fifteenth century.

Sneh Jha
Miranda House, Delhi

RAMNARAYAN S. Rawar and K. SATYaNARAYANA, eds, Dalit Studies, Durham, NC:
Duke University Press, 2016, 304 pp.
DOI: 10.1177/0019464619840595

Now that the scholarship on caste politics has moved away from the burden of
adhering to the disciplinary injunctions put in place by the glories of India’s
nationalist movement, a new set of questions has emerged among its more
sophisticated practitioners. These are neither decidedly political questions nor
are they reducible wholly to the social. Instead, they have increasingly become
epistemic in nature. That is to say, these questions seek to conceptualise caste
oppression, its apparatus of power, at the very moment that they strive to unpack
its machine-like rigour and conceptual coherence. For caste’s violent dispositif, its

The Indian Economic and Social History Review, 56, 2 (2019): 227-245




- ﬁ"iﬁ??ﬁaﬁ%mgwﬁﬁﬁw (Y
T U [ e 52 | et e s E
T ST % T Y75 1w
I B3N | e B o Yz
Bl FRT 3R 593 o o .
TIABAR | 1933 7 573 7. RERIERIES
D ST 7 0 o oy ey
T FE SNieer qon e & uRgey W
Isfef w8y ey RUESRR SR CHl
N ST e sy ERRIEEh
@, " FETT T 1977 F ey &
W 5ii| R o 7y TIARGER 3] gl
PRGNS EE LR AT Sy
i, i et aeirerr sl v 3 oy
L v’ﬁmmlw%‘laﬁgw
w1072 ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ@?gﬁlﬂ?’ﬂrﬂmﬁﬂﬂ
mmamzchiﬁwmwwga%ﬁ Te WAl AT & 6 52 wperae =5y
wmﬂ?ﬂ'wm%lsﬂﬁm’ &8} adrern U 91 9 T i
T TS feraral 3 o S TreT T T & e TAIHRIR 3 g o) >
DT 3 E R o e e ) ST HEN & - Y wh ghe & Fod oy
I 1 7 foRma sy 2 el 3w whd 1 9% 3 ge 3
e e o Sy oy TR R, il e 7 AT & b ey
q 6 rraefionton 3 forr Sz e ST &, ey wfiey o LEIEEIGic)
@' " & T I T i 2 fIw R0 Tamesica SIS 1 ey g4y

: % TRewa § syl sy AR R T

I

SOCT IR

£

AT Coa (Rare SRR YH B M Sy
2 £ ' / 3
128 o

HiReEEE
3T

I 1)

eI

SR 9 Wikwy =)
é@ﬁ—mﬁaﬂaﬁ@maﬁaﬂisﬂéﬁm
mﬁm%maﬂammwﬁ?ﬁaﬁ
FH ST 7 TG |

AT 3R Wi =hy 3
ST & aftsy a5y fFmfor fpen
@ ‘e B s sty e
ST St wamfe ST
Wﬁﬁrﬁmnﬁrarm%fﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ
SIHg R, 1704, I S, arsyrer

UG

3R R Tt T2 HURFR]
BT o541 | 39 7 R 3reyey
S o A SIS T SgEe
T TG U oy e i
S 1 e 3R e s
Wmmrﬂvﬁa%%ﬁm%@
i ﬁmaﬁﬂwaaﬁwah%mf&q
I 'ﬁm'wwm’aﬂ 1 Soig
{ aﬁmwﬁg&eﬁw
LRl e ¥ 37578y & oy
Wmmmmag%m
| I E TR ) TR
B 1 o T T e
1 3R AT ATl sy 321
YA T SR 5 Ry §1
awraﬂzt%wﬁw%mmeﬁq
ﬁwaﬁmﬁm%mawﬁm
FANY
el = SR & Frarg)
Wﬁwﬁzaﬁ'wﬂamwﬁaw
%mﬁ%ﬂmﬁ%’l@mmaﬁm
%ﬁmmﬁhwmﬁmaﬁ@ﬁ@ﬂ
ﬁmﬁﬁ?ﬁﬁr%‘ﬁﬁw—@aﬁhww
é@ﬁéﬂ&{ﬂfﬁaﬂ@ﬁﬁl&ﬂﬂfﬂﬁ
ST % 39 2R F 09 sy =3
ﬁrwaqﬁamtmﬂam@mtvﬁm:ﬁ
e o=

3
§
f

~ U




\a
THG B

o 2

A A

‘\;‘L“C(

-
1'1'<:. ail %L{c..vl-l (SIS
. ey &

T5e1 e el STt e d T | T Hiedi ERER

ESRE |C I
T ““"H‘”“)‘\U' |

E(frIE C«sr FH “«T

(NN N N EEEEEEEREREEEEEEEEEEEEYEYEN N ¥ N2



{ vm [ERIEE K f(cau

mmu Shadio
g H5meu, 2019
) A A
gl TEreldl
B

i mcfl SRR L
HE \4 -10"! %\C\"llch
35 9 4 e S

1 e BRI c:ax uLi\“{ER

EERIR nx..wm—r mﬁrt—i 2‘ 5 IR

!

3, 8 —6‘71(_’\—“ i

fng?rcarr,.w ST T § ‘_ TR 9 9= ﬁTmT
€|—fm T |$T’I¥£‘f{ EG’CF’—LTW

T @ 59 r—ﬂcws & FE
3R = v g 21 T
ENIN e T T AR

- 3-!u'i* | wEE | HE Em”rﬁemgqm Bl
T, vr‘r?aarcmm :rfqm RICCE
‘Iﬁ"‘\ , “‘Tc“n?ﬁ? de’ 3R ‘TR ST UeRdl

1 L
A & e I A

ESE] ERRE] .13 STl Sl CnT\L—“

T AT G5 (e EiEEaE eﬁ%q F’la’a —‘r
S TR T A 9% a—r’—qq I S

?‘WW‘FW—% TS ST Tl Tl e
R T R T, “Tﬂﬁﬁ_?w

i3] vhr—m Hag
e '—»'—:r—'cTTww‘mqu

TR \’1 ‘*I ~!

S

~w(’ﬂ€l| = T e S éum ‘i IEN Y T?ﬂ
T 38 SaaRn «m:r"fqthr—y ’q‘zt'_m m—[ ﬂ-n
51 e 3T T e ¥ ThE TEH Al Weh
T &7yl 37 I“W*‘wruw
T feal o e T Soere S e a1 § 5
TR, FiereR-Ziers 3 T 2 ST
EFFMQM:HQ;H EESERET SRR H‘HCI 21T | e
T 0 T 31 TS S R Weo- 0 & ey

ZGeT |

= ywn oz

I SO SAEs T [T T 1w Y -««qm
ﬁwﬁrsl ER tﬂ'_T“ m—qﬂqmﬂﬁqﬂ
T

AR
4 7umh\

IR TS G; _ﬂ NECREE
a@’?n? q,aq E| «‘imtm Al QIW ES

L4
TS ﬂmm AT, S T %R ﬂmf A
juﬂi""ﬂ? Sk \.wcwa—-f‘\ I

Tlinds Pubii
Colunid €

oijoTl forsae!
G g ois]
ﬁeﬂfrmr 2018




Routledge

OF PEACE EDUCATION.
JOURNAL g Taylor & Francis Group

OL. 16, NO. 1, 126-131 \ g
2019, Vi 5 ;P‘V"VC 2004

BOOK REVIEWS

Basudara Stories of Peace from Maluku working together for reconcilia-
tion, edited by Jacy Manuputty, Zairin Salampessy, Insan Ali- Fauzi and
lrsyad Rafsadl, translated by Hilary Syaranamual, Australia, Monash University
PUublishing, 2017, xxiv + 343 pp, US $39.95 (paperback), ISBN 978-71-925495- 7 4-
0 (paperback)

Bringing together 26 accounts of peace Basudara Stories of Peace from Maluku offers
a collection of first-hand stories with an aim to build a more sustainably peaceful
world. Excellently written with an impressive simplicity, dense with powerful narra-
tives, this book is bound to unearth fresh ground and will no doubt come to
influence the understanding of peace in the region and world wide. Various causes
of this prolonged ethno-religious violence have been put forward though there is
a strong taboo about telling stories regarding the Ambonese civil war from 1999 to
2002 because of three main concerns — firstly, regarding the fragility of the social
harmony [in the region], secondly, respect for important institutions and thirdly,
concerns of personal trauma. These qualify as erroneous concepts of history and are
problematic because they perpetuate a hypocritical society. In this book, for the
first time, participants in and victims of what happened speak variously of what
they did and saw, of the effects of the violence on them, as individuals and
members of families and communities, at the time and after, and of how they
have sought to build bridges of peace.

‘Basudara’, a word evoking kith and kin showing care for each other, touches the
central concern of the writers — the bearers of eyewitness testimony in this book —
who pray for the growth of this caring spirit. ‘Orang Basudara’ is a phrase rich in
meaning. For Moluccans being Basudara is a description of their joint identity. It
conveys feelings including love and solidarity, sharing the same fate and being
willing to help each other. Here, the phrase Basudara’s Stories of Peace refers to
communication, using writing, to give eye witness accounts, experiences and reflec-
tions about life by a number of local people before, during and after the conflict
that took place in 1999. To mark 15 years after the end of the conflict, the stories
offered in the book are of hope, comfort and optimism written in the spirit of
Orang Basudara. This work also provides many valuable lessons for not just the
community concerned but for humanity for now and future from the experiences of
conflict in Maluku in Indonesia.

In the middle of the conflict that brought distress and suffering, which trapped
people directly or indirectly, some people found their own distinctive ways to be
critical of the conflict and also strive for peace. This book aims to record and document
their experiences, so they do not disappear in thin air. So many old wounds have been
bandaged in silence.

The book then becomes a sort of historical document from those who have not had
a voice. The writers’ backgrounds are varied including journalists, ulama, politicians,
a former mayor, social activists, lecturers, photographers, women activists, artists and
students. This variety makes Basudra Stories of Peace from Maluku an interesting mosaic
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and helps the reader understand the events of the conflict and peace from various

viewpoints.

For example, the female peddler from Wisma Atlit who reopened trading between
the people of Mardika and Batu Merah or the health worker who distributed aid to
refugees from all religious backgrounds. The process of compiling history brings about

hope, renewal, openness and aims at regaining the humanitarian

heritage of ‘basudara’

which has been swallowed by the vicious appetite of unfeeling ruthlessness.
Experiences in Maluku can become a mirror into which we can look for lessons in

preventing violent conflict and strengthening peace in oth

For those of us who do not live in areas of violent conflict, our expe

er parts of the world.
rience of war is

via the media - in stark newspaper headlines and conflict reporting, in Twitter time-
lines and blogs, in magazines and television images and in the sounds of voices and
gunfire on the radio. But still the coverage we consume shapes our collective under-
standing of what can be done — what should be done. <tories can influence peace
processes, sway the escalation or reduction of conflict, and undermine — of enhance -

the confidence, trust and expectations of the parties involv

od. Stories have real power.

Basudara Stories of Peace from Maluku asks us all to think about how we deploy it.
Basudara Stories of Peace from Maluku is affecting, instructive with an emancipatory
intent and sheds a unique light on the world of Indonesia’s Maluku Islands. The

contributors of the book speak from their consciences, froin myria

d cultural, religious,

humanitarian and nationalistic dimensions, telling stories filled with indignation, tears,
sadness and regret. All of the personal stories in this boolk have been conveyed with
amazing honesty. Careful editorial work has ensured a smooth dovetailing of the
contributions so that the book is more than simply the sum of its parts.

This book offers a panoramic and creative view of how stories can be used as
a vehicle of peace education and therein lies the pedagogical genius of this volume: it
practices what it preaches. In offering such a wide conceptual view; the volume
simultaneously challenges you to engage its text critically and to subsequently embark

upon an expedition to seek out further answers.

positive peace in schools, by Hilary Cremin and Tei

Ananya Sharma
CIPOD, Jawaharlal Nehru University, India
(=] ananya.sharma39@gmail.com

© 2019 Ananya Sharma
https://doi.org/i0.1080/1 7400201.2019.1573566
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-ence Bovington,

Abingdon, Routledge, 2017, 174 pp., £24.99 (paperback) 1SBN: 978-1-138-

23564-9, (ebk) ISBN: 978-1-315-30423-6

The excellently written and constructed book under review here has set out to link its
concerns and approaches to established theory in peace studies. With a title of Positive Peace,

the opening sentence of the book asserts this work is grounded in t

he widely embraced

theory of positive peace, attributed by the authors to Galtung (1969). Less convincing to me,
the authors claim their work is a response to a crisis in the ficld of peace education, where
‘there is a lack of theoretical and conceptual clarity, as well as a need for a stronger research
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base’ (1). | would reply that there is a vibrant literature in theoretical and applied aspects of
peace education, as well as a vast number of research studies across the continents.

Fach location is specific as well as global, however, and one strength of the book by
Cremin and Bevington is its focus on education in the UK In the early chapters, the
authors identify the growth of school violence by students in the UK and employ the
notion of schools as sites of institutional violence to establish their thesis for introducing
a model of peace education that can promote a culture of peace in UK schools. Their
springboard for the book is, particularly, the dominance of a systemic model of ‘school
improvement’ managerial policies, technologies and practices that have become the
dominant discourse in UIC schools over recent decades. The authors devote a chapter to
examining this system and draw the conclusion that ‘school improvement functions as
a form of violence in that it establishes priorities, which then exert pressure on the actors
in the school system to behave in ways that are to the detriment of their own and each
other's optimum state’ (32). Teachers and students are both subjected to this system. The
authors comment that the school improvement model operates also in USA. and | can
add that it is embedded in Australia, as schoois, historically the domain of individual
states, implement a new nafional curriculum.

The authors propose a three-phase strategy for implementation of their peace education
model in schools. These phases are: education for peace-keeping; education for peace-
making; and education for peace-building. They acknowledge that peace-keeping is not
strictly educational but is conrerned to ensure aspects such as safety, security, rights, rules
and discipline in schools. As siich, ‘many peace educators are wary of it' (75). However, they
argue that peace-keeping is an essential premise to keep all school members safe from harm.
This element certainly resonaies with the context of growing violence in schools. Moreover,
Cremin and Betington believe that peace-keeping practices can be ‘shifted toward more
educational ends through processes of critical thinking, dialogue and inclusion’(77).

These three phases of peace education are integrated into an overall model that the
authors have called the iPEACT model. They don't explain why they have given the model this
particular name, which to me associates it with products of the world’s biggest technology
companies. Nevertheless, the authors build an operational acronym for iPEACE as follows:

o ldentify conflict

o Pick the right sirategy

o Enable voices to be heard

o Attack problems not people and Acknowledge feelings
o Create options

o Evaluate (57)

The authors explain that the two dimensions of this model are ‘responsive’ and ‘proactive’
components that feed into the three elements of peace-keeping, peace-making and
peace-hbuilding. The elaboration of these three elements constitutes the core material of
the book. The discussion and analysis of the iPEACE model are presented through
well-written sections, supporied by some meticulous scholarship and excellent examples
for a variety of school situations. The material is thoughtfully conceived and constructed to
present a coherent and original framework for peace education in the UK education system
but with the possibility of broader adaptations into other school contexts.

The final Part IV of the book proposes a ‘compendium of practical activities’ (119) for
possible implementation in contemporary UK schools as iPEACE practice. These activities
come into three cateqories: research, case studies and a set of specific curricular activities.
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The authors set out to engage with their readers by using a sometimes conversational
style in instances such as: ‘We look forward to hearing from our readers. ..’ (69); ‘it is useful
to ask’ (83); ‘We would encourage readers..." (105). | liked this personalising of the reader,
and the literary style facilitates engagement with the range of discussions and analysis of
peace education within the framework of this book. The range of scholarship and linking of
philosophical and sociological perspectives into the peace education focus add depth and
dimensions to the work which is, ultimately, an academic analysis and argument for
a peace education model that, the author’s believe, can address the range of structural
violence issues confronting schools in the UK.

In the broader peace education context, | would have liked to see the authors recognise
some of the abiding concerns of peace education, such as issues of war, gender rights,
intercultural conflict and environmental crises, that provide important content and
values-development for peace education in schools. These concerns have been addressed
by British peace educators such as David Hicks (1988, 2004). The implementation elements of
the model presented in this book are towards school culture, pedagogy and relationships for
building peaceful schools. However, the important responsibility of schools towards educat-
ing for peaceful societies has not been included in this publication. Thus, the book is
a contribution to the literature of building peaceful schools and, with its well-conceived
and explained model, is a valuable resource in this area of the peace education field.

References
Galtung, J. 1969. “Violence, Peace and Peace Research.” Journal of Peace Research 6 (3): 167-191.
doi:10.1177/002234336900600301.
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\z’igfh@ fabric of peace in Africa, edited by Pamela Aall ard Chester A. Crocker,
" with foreword by Kofi Annan, CIGI Press, 2017, June 5, 386 p., .37, 98 (paper-
back), ISBN-10: 1928096352

The Fabric of Peace in Africa: Looking beyond the State is the second of two volumes
on African capacity for conflict management. It opens new doors of understanding for
students, scholars and practitioners by focusing on non-governmental actors in
sirengthening the peace process in Africa. Their first volume, Minding the Gap:
African Conflict Management in a Time of Change, highlights e role of mediation and
peacekeeping in managing violence and political crises. Both editors are equally,
though differently, qualified to guide such an important publishing program. Pamela
Aall is a senior fellow at the Centre for International Governance Innovation’s (CIGI's)
Global Security & Politics Program, leading the African Regional Conflict Management
project with Chester A. Crocker who is a distinguished fellow at CIGl, Professor of
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Strategic Studies at Georgetown University’'s Walsh School of Foreign Service and
assistant secretary of state for African affairs from 1981 to 1989.

This second volume brings together leading experts from Africa, Europe and North
America to examine critical social institutions and groups, and consider how they can
either improve or impede peaceful conflict resolution. The three overarching questions
that are explored by the authors are: What constitutes social cohesion and resilience in
the face of conflict? What are the threats to cohesion and resilience? And how can the
positive elements be fostered and by whom? In Chapter 1, The Social Environment and
Conflict in Africa written by the two editors ends with the three overarching questions
listed above. It is this Chapter | and the last Chapter 21, entitled Can State and Society
Be Woven Together that present in a nutshell the editors’ answers to the three
questions.

The first half of this 370-pace book (Chapters 1-9) can be considered the analysis of
peace in Africa followed by the intermediate crucial theoretical Chapter 10 by Alex de Waal
of the World Peace Foundation entitled Inclusion in Peacemaking: From Moral Claim to
Political Fact. He proposes a concentric circle of inclusion where not only the main
belligerent actors are included but also various other institutions and particularly civil
society groups. He argues that the conflict will be managed more efficiently and effectively
by the careful inclusion of those additional actors. Chapters on women, youth and the
private sector provide evidence for this approach, so that including civil society moves
from being a moral claim to being a political fact. It is the application of this framework that
guides the rest of the chapiers in Part 4 - Inclusion and Exclusion in Conflict
Environments — and Part 5 — ‘Strengthening Resilience and Social Cohesion’ in the
most illuminating and inspiringy Chapter 19 ‘Building Resilience to Conflict: The Case of
west Africa’ that shows concretely how resiliency expresses itself in less fatalities and
destruction and more peaceful power sharing in this subregion.

In conclusion, this anthology of peacemaking in Africa stands out in its well-
conceptualized emphasis of the underestimated potential of civil society, though two
minor suggestions would have added more value to the book.

The book’s emphasis on inclusion of civil society in peaceful conflict management
can be seen as a parallel in the non-conflict political arena. It was the United Nations in
the 1990s and 2000s which moved the concept of security beyond the state to include
individuals, people and groups. The first UN Earth Summit in 1992 was the first UN
Conference to emphasize the role of NGOs by establishing the major groups of civil
society and may have influenced the inclusion of CSOs in the pursuit of peace on the
African continent. Thus, it made sense for CIGl's second phase in African conflict
management to pursue the (SO angle after having considered the poor results of
mediation and other governmental efforts in its first phase.

Annan’s opinion of the two scholar-practitioners’ editing efforts in his Foreword (p.
viii) is that the book ‘is a rewarding mosaic that looks at Africa’s conflict challenges
from the inside as well as the outside and helps us understand the complexities of
building peace and building equitable, accountable and inclusive societies'.

I think that two additional observations would increase the value of the book. The first
one relates to the impact of a looming climate catastrophe on conflict and peace in Africa.
As a consequence, a more robust discussion of the nature of peace as the integration of
both social and ecological peace would have been feasible. Thus, beside a good case
study of climate change and access to water around the Lake Victoria basin, they might
have asked their contributors to include the changing climate as a threat to social
cohesion and resiliency, pointing to the emergence of a science of climate change and
violent conflict with its concept of conditional or indirect causation.




JOURNAL OF PEACE EDUCATION 131

The second observation deals with the function of civil society and the state. Our
two editors rightly point to the necessity of including the relationship of state and
society as an essential component for managing conflict and building peace. They
identify four links: Social groups and institutions as (1). drivers of conflict; (2). victims of
conflict; (3). fixers of conflict; (4). sources of social cohesion and resilience. | would add
a fifth link considering social groups and institutions as maintaining a creative tension
between states and civil societies because they, paiticularly the religious entities,
project an ever extending horizon of challenges and ideals after having pointed to
genuine progress in their social role of both anncuncing accomplishments and
denouncing shortcomings in terms of ultimate values.

All in all, this well-organized and coherent book is an important resource for peace
educators, proposing a transformational shift in peace research and policy by switching
the focus from elites and their security interests to include civil society and its social
justice movements as the foundation of enduring peace building.

Notes on contributor

Frans C. Verhagen, MDiv, MIA., PhD, is the co-founder of Earth and Peace Education
International (EPE) and founding president of the International Institute for Monetary
Transformation which introduced the concept of monetary peace.
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SECULARISM, IDENTITY, AND ENCHANT-
MENT by Akeel Bilgrami. Harvard University
Press, Cambridge, 2014.

Secularism, Identity, and Enchantment by Akeel
Bilgrami, represents an ambitious projectdespite its own
modest descriptive label as ‘the moral psychology of
politics’. The book is a collection of twelve essays with
overlapping concerns around the issue of the relation
between religion and politics. The significance of this
issue cannot be overstated, which has become more
and more contentious with the progress of the Enlight-
enment thought. Despite its original assurance of the
separation of religion and politics, it is now witnessed
that the place of religion in the public sphere, associ-
ated with questions of identity, has produced even more
potent grounds to engender violence physically and
epistemically.

The concept of secularism, as we commonly
understand it, is in conflict with identity (particularly
religious), which is grounded in the framework of a
disenchanted Enlightenment worldview. One of the
major issues tackled in this book is precisely to chal-
lenge this genealogy of secularism, and to reconfigure

SEMINAR 719 — July 2019

the grounds for this concept, and further the liberal demo-
cratic ideals, in the light of the dissenting intellectual
tradition and a history of European Romanticism, and
thereby, to discuss what may be termed ‘radical’ Enlight-
enment. Animportantconsiderationin this regard is that
theunderstanding ofthis traditionis nothistoricallybound,
butrelies on an eclectic expansion and interpretation of
the intellectual and conceptual contours of this tradition
by the author. This reconfiguration of the tradition then,
can accommodate figures like Marx, as well as Gandhi,
both belonging to the same dissenting lineage in their
critique of the modern Enlightenment world.

This intervention by Bilgrami is quite significant,
especially with regards to the perspective and method
of analysis, regarding Gandhi in mainstream western
philosophical traditions. Outside the domain of social
and political theory, where there are significant contri-
butions in the assessment of Gandhi’s thought as a
theoretical alternative to the Enlightenment worldview,
within the philosophical discourse! at best, Gandhi is
viewed as an ethical thinker and someone with moral
1. This point is being made specifically with regards to the disci-

pline of philosophy, with perhaps the exception of Anuradha
Veeravalli, Gandhi in Political Theory: Truth, Law and Experi-



integrity; however, Bilgrami’s claim is far more radi-
cal, and argues for a philosophical integrity to Gandhi’s
thought, which includes abstract epistemic, as well as
methodological commitments. This is not an ordinary
task, as presenting a consistent philosophical picture of
Gandhi’s thought, especially in the context of the west-
ern philosophical academia, is not aided by Gandhi’s
own writings, which at one level are considered scat-
. tered and ‘inconsistent’, and at the other, devoid of
‘philosophicaltechnicality’, which can distract one from
theirintellectual depth and originality. Bilgrami’s asser-
tion then, that Gandhi is perhaps the only philosopher,
apart from Heidegger, to achieve a sustained integra-
tionofpolitical, moral and epistemological themes (118),
is crucial to not only the study of Gandhi as a philoso-
pher, butalso to Bilgrami’s own argument in this book,
whichinpart, seeksto carry the insight of Gandhi’s philo-
sophical critique of modern western civilization for a
reconfigured conception of secularism and democratic
ideals, outside of the established lineage of Enlighten-
ment. Itis this aspect of the book that will therefore be
the focus of the review.

As part of Bilgrami’s argument, the question of
the integrity of Gandhi’s thought is critical to address-
ing his insights as a philosopher. What becomes par-
ticularly pertinent in this regard is the issue of epistemic
commitments, which is the most contentious issue.
According to Bilgrami, Gandhi’s notion of truth is
exclusively an experiential and moral notion; and this
articulation of truth for Gandhi serves to repudiate the
cognitive notion of truth, which is the paradigmatic
view of truth within the scientific outlook. The domi-
nant status of the scientific worldview and rationality,
thathas come to be the lasting legacy of Enlightenment,
1s what allows the world to be seen as a resource and
therefore, as controlled and mastered. The cognitive
notion of truth that Gandhi rejects refers to the descrip-
tive property of propositions and statements, which
at their core have a detached, ‘objective’ and purely
‘descriptive’ perspective of the world. There are two
critical issues that need to be addressed here — one has
to do with the philosophical dualism of fact and value
that is inherent in the notion of truth characterized by
Bilgrami, and the other, based on this dualism, is the
stance ascribed to Gandhi in terms ofhis epistemologi-
cal commitments, which truly are not epistemic but
something akin to a moral state of mind, at best com-

ment (Ashgate, Chesterfield, 2014), which argues that Gandhi’s
approach was conscious and systematic in challenging the
epistemic and metaphysical presuppositions of modern civiliza-
tion and post-Enlightenment political theory.

mendable, but not illustrative of any contribution to
our understanding of fundamental epistemic issues.

Bilgrami critiques the ‘Humean moral psycho-
logy” wherein the perception of values is entirely a pro-
Jection of our mental capacities and dispositions, and
therefore by implication, nature initselfis brute and val-
ueless. Itis only our imagination thatascribes value and
meaning to nature. This view of nature as entirely brute,
inthe British Romantic critique, is ascribed to the emer-
gence of Newtonianism, despite the fact that the emer-
gence of the scientific worldview predates Newton,
with figures like Bacon and Hartlib. Bilgrami argues
that this move reflects the transformative impact that
the Newtonian worldview brings in with regard to the
self-conscious worldly alliances forged between sci-
entific organizations, commercial interests, and the
latitudinarian Anglican establishment (188). This dis-
cussion hinges on the relation between fact and value.
The Humean worldview posits values as a function of
human mental capacities and therefore, largely subjec-
tive in nature; whereas Bilgrami is trying to argue fora
value-laden aspect of nature that has been destroyed
by a political move, i.e. nature bereft of value is not a
function of science (epistemology) itself, but of the
ideologues of commercial interests and power (politics).

To substantiate this stance Bilgrami explicitly
articulates Abrams’ thesis of ‘natural supernaturalism’
to present the value-laden nature of the world without
resorting to values being a function of our subjectivity.
This thesis broadly asserts that nature is not exhausted
by ascientific description of it. Values and meaning are
properties of which the natural sciences have nothing
to say and nature therefore, cannot be exhaustively add-
ressed via a study of the natural sciences. However,
these values are not just ‘supernatural’ because they
are immanent yet perceptible in nature, and make nor-
mative demands on us, and that is precisely the reason
why they are articulated as ‘natural’ (183-184). Thus,
in a single act of perception why is it not possible to
admit to the presence of H,O in ariver, as well as hav-
ing a value and meaning aspect to it? Bilgrami admits
to the presence of intractable philosophical consi-
derations that emerge from this articulation, which due
to their complexity have been left unaddressed in the
Humean philosophical tradition and the stance of the
subjective aspect of value is taken up (185).

The co-presence of natural properties and value
properties in the act of perception of nature, seemingly
bridges the relation between fact and value, however,
invokes another underlying intractable dualism, which
is that of theory and practice. Is a fact or for that mat-
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ter even value, given to us in nature or is it constituted
within the framework of a theory? A response to this
question goes back to Bilgrami’s characterization of
Gandhi’s notion of truth as a purely experiential and
moral notion (a question of practice and agency in the
world). In considering Gandhi as having abstract
epistemic commitments and yet repudiating the cog-
nitive value of truth, a charge that Bilgrami makes
against Gandhi, all that Gandbhi is left with is truth-
telling (118-119), which by itself is an unimpressive
ideal for epistemic commitment. It illustrates at best
only what ought to be done and not how to know what
is to be done, and more importantly, it does not address
the question of how to determine the truth that is to be
told. What is unaddressed theoretically, in this formu-
lation of Gandhi’s position on truth, is the constitutive
role of practice in determining cognitive truth itself —
a line of thought being pursued in the contemporary
debates on skill and know-how. This is also evident
in Bilgrami’s assessment of Gandhi’s act of spinning
cotton as merely a symbolic act (117), whereas in
Gandhi’s own articulation it is an act of emancipation
forthe world, grounded in ‘Shastra’ (philosophy).2
Inthe essay ‘Gandhi (and Marx)’, Bilgrami puts
Gandhi and Marx together in their conception of the
ideal of an ‘unalienated world’. Further, with regards
to Gandhi he makes a careful analysis via four ques-
tions of the conceptual transformations that take place
in critiquing the modem sources of alienation. These
questions are: ‘() How and when did we transform the
concept of nature into the concept of natural resources?
(i) How and when did we transform the concept of
human beings into the concept of citizens? (7if) How
and when did we transform the concept of people into
the concept of populations? and (iv) How and when
did we transform the concept of knowledges to live
by into the concept of expertise to rule by?’ (133)
Through these questions the picture that emerges
of Gandhi’s intellectual depth is far more potent than
what has been encountered so far in the book. The tra-
Jectory of exploration via these questions, details some
of our worst fears about modern civilization. However,
on the question of the transformation of human beings
into the concept of citizens, Bilgrami attributes Gandhi’s
critique to his pessimism and his shrewd genealogical
understanding of the emergence of European politics
(146). This analysis of Gandhi does not address the

2. M.K. Gandhi, Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi (Volume
95), (30 April 1947-6 July 1947), p. 270. https://www. gandhi-
ashram—sevagram.org/gand}n—]iterature/mahatma—gmldhi—collected-
works-volume-95.pdf (Accessed on 24 February, 2019).
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question ofpolitical theory in terms of the very concep-
tion of human nature. The very assumption about
human nature in Enlightenment political theory, as
something that needs to be constrained, legitimizes
the state and its control on civil society and therefore,
disallows self-governance, or in the vocabulary of
Gandhi, swaraj. Therefore, this is not an assessment
of genealogy, but one of fundamental assumptions
aboutpolitical theory.

The other very significant aspect of this essay is
the articulation of the ideal of an ‘unalienated life’ as
the basis of reconsidering the ideals of ‘liberty” and
‘equality’. Indelineating Marx and Gandhi’s affinities
onthesources of alienation in modern society, he finds
agreement in their critiques on two salient aspects viz.
(1) on the relation between human beings and nature,
and (ii) the relations among human beings. He points
outthatin distinction from Gandhi, Marx’s account was
more specific as to the account of labour (151-152),
and therefore, he does notaddress the issues of aliena-
tion with man’s own labour and with the products of
his labour, in his characterisation of the sources of
alienation vis-a-vis Marx and Gandhi.

This exclusion cannot be accounted for as a lack
of affinity on the issue of labour; while it is true, the
centrality that the concept of labour had for Marx was
not there in Gandhi, nonetheless, the law of bread
labouris an essential aspect of understanding Gandhian
thought, particularly, in terms of a critique of the mod-
ern political economy, and also in addressing the dual-
ism of intellectual and manual labour. The question of
labour being unaddressed does not allow the issue of
technology to be raised, as representing an epistemic
relation, underpinned by the universality of the scien-
tificmethod, between human beings and the world, and
notjustasacase of bad politics. Marx, Gandhi and also
Heidegger, each invoke a distinction between modern
technology and its alternatives or its predecessors,
through different perspectives.

The epistemic commitment ascribed to Gandhi
in this book, cannot be adequately analysed without
contending with the issue of the relation between fact
and value, theory and practice, in the framework of
modern western philosophical thought. Given the
framework, Gandhi’s epistemic commitments amount
to only having a moralising force, but do not appeal to
the framework of an alternative epistemology.

Shriddha Shah
Assistant Professor, Department of Philosophy,
Hindu College, University of Delhi
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The Emergency

A Watershed in India’s Politics

ARVIND RAJAGOPAL

Ithough historians conceive their

research as having a public use,

large sections of the Indian
public itself do not necessarily engage
with their writing except perhaps to de-
nounce one or other scholar every now
and again.! This remains true in an age
when historical arguments are increas-
ingly prominent in social movements
and in electoral battles. Witness, for ex-
ample, the extent to which assessments
of the Congress party’s historical record
figure in campaign speeches. Mean-
while, popular culture has taken a his-
torical turn in Indian cinema, for exam-
ple, if only to bring it closer to the genre
of the mythological.

- Whatever the future has in store, at
present history in India circulates princi-
pally to mobilise consent and consolidate
opposition against naysayers of one kind
or another. If so, inconvenient truths are
more liable to be bracketed than ex-
plored or weighed. Acknowledging the
mechanisms of popular consent, and the
limits revealed by these mechanisms,
would therefore be important in critical
history writing.

The national Emergency of 1975-77 is
often invoked to illustrate the indispen-
sability of popular consent, as if India’s
deviation from democracy is best under-
stood by referring to this period, and as
if the rest of post-independence history,
notably the period under non-Congress
rule, stood in striking contrast to it. For a
historian identified with Subaltern Stud-
ies, however, in addition to the chance to
correct such a characterisation, the
Emergency presents another interesting
problem. It brings together issues of
statecraft and political intrigue, or his-
tory from above, with a people’s history
from below. Whereas the former ap-
proach has been associated with elitist
and nationalist historiography (the two
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Emergency Chronicles: Indira Gandhi and
Democracy’s Turning Point by Gyan Prakash,
New Delhi: Penguin, 2018; pp 439, Z400.

are much the same, according to the
Subaltern Studies’ manifesto of the
1980s), it is the latter that has won the
histarians their renown. A history of the
Emergency thus presents an opportunity
to correct the elitism of nationalist histo-
riography, and to explore to what extent
mechanisms of consent and coercion
across elite and subaltern classes worked
to maintain the balance of class/caste
power, and how these mechanisms have
shifted over time. It can also seek conti-
nuities across the periods into which the
post-independence era has been divided,
and review breaks such as the Emergency
itself, to provide new perspectives on
our historical present.

Conceptual Details

The book under review is without doubt
the richest volume published so far on the
Emergency, with an enviable command
of archival and ethnographic material. It
has a range of conceptual and historical
references detailing the Emergency’s
status as a significant event in postcolo-
nial Indian history, marking the first ma-
jor rise of populism after independence,
as well as the first overtly authoritarian
phase with respect to the nation as a
whole. Readers of Economic & Political
Weekly (Epw), to whom the Emergency
is not news, will find much to learn in
each of the chapters, about student poli-
tics at the Jawaharial Nehru University
and the preventive detentions that fol-
lowed, about Jayaprakash Narayan’s
correspondence with Indira Gandhi and
Maneka Gandhi’s poem written to her
husband where she complains about
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him; from detailed interviews with offi-
cials who actually implemented the Emer-
gency, such as deputy inspector general
P S Bhinder in New Delhi, to the crucial
role of Ford Foundation officials in coer-
cive sterilisation. The book seeks to
encompass the institutional logics that
enabled the Emergency as well as pro-
vide some of its micro-histories. Written
in a clear and engaging style, and seek-
ing to minimise academic vocabulary,
the book aims at enlarging the audience
for Indian history, building on the grow-
ing interest that has been visible for
some time.

As such, the main aim of this book is
not to tackle prevailing assumptions and
conventions in historical debates so much
as to cultivate and nurture the taste for
historical engagement and to deepen the
educated public’s knowledge about the
relevance of the period being examined.
As such, despite the book’s success in
achieving these aims, there are short-
comings, too. For example, EPw readers
might still want to know where this
book stands vis-a-vis other accounts of
the Emergency, and what it adds to criti-
cal perspectives on recent history. Fur-
thermore, the author provides little
analysis of economic reforms and its re-
lationship to state power (whether exer-
cised by the Bharatiya Janata Party [BJp]
or the Congress). Both of these issues
deserve discussion.

Authoritarianism and populism, argu-
ably two major aspects of the Emergency,
resurface subsequently, but the Emer-
gency represents their first combined
appearance after independence, Gyan
Prakash notes. He begins, in fact, by not-
ing parallels with populist protests
against corruption led by Anna Hazare,
and the appearance of conservative pop-
ulist leaders across the world, and sug-
gests that the Emergency is related to
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those phenomena: “the intertwined
shadows of populism and authoritarian-
ism hanging over democracy in the pre-
sent invite us to pay attention to the
challenges it faced in the past” (p 6).
But, rather than clarifying the Indian
specifics of the “global history of democ-
racy’s relationship with popular politics”
(p 13), the thrust of the book seems to
analytically gloss over them. Thus, if the
1975-77 Emergency became “democra-
cy’s turning point,” the subtitle of the
book, it is hard to tell exactly how the
author understands it. Did democracy re-
treat thereafter, or did it flower? The au-
thor seems to say “yes” to both, without
indicating how to reconcile this tension.
Today, it is virtually common sense
that reforms had a positive impact on
the (low) “Hindu growth rate” of the
economy. Not only the economy, but
Hindu assertion too grew thereafter.
Everything that allegedly restrained this
twin growth was condemned at the
same time. The term “Hindu” switched
from a negative to a positive value in the
course of this process, one that was
political-economic and cultural too.

Cost of Economic Reforms

After coming to power in 2014 the BJP
has moved from nominally secular to
openly communal party rule, and pro-
ceeded not only to take credit for the
economic reforms built by the Congress,
but also to demonise the Congress as if
the latter had opposed reforms all along.
So relentless and voluminous has this
propaganda been, and so faint has been
the counter to it, that a sizeable segment
of the electorate may believe there is no
opposing view.

It therefore bears noting that the eco-
nomic reforms were initiated by the
Congress, and that the political cost of
the reforms was that of appeasing and
aiding Hindutva. From the late 1980s
onwards, the BJp led a mass movement
to replace the Congress, which it de-
nounced as “pseudo-secular,” supported
by the growing numbers of the middle
class and by big business. But mean-
while, apart from the communists, no
major party, including the BJp, contested
the reforms. Although the BJp and the
Congress were at loggerheads over the
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right of Hindu militants to demolish the
Babri Masjid, allegedly a reminder of
Mughal vandalism, not a whisker’s
breadth separated the two parties on
questions of liberalisation. This was due
in large part to the adroit mediation of
then Prime Minister P V Narasimha Rao,
who masterminded the reform process,
and helped the Congress stay in office
even as the political consensus shifted
towards the BJp with the demolition.”

The unpunished destruction of Mus-
lim lives and property while army
battalions watched and cameras rolled,
amidst the triumphant declaration of
Hindu power demonstrated the empti-
ness of secularism for all to see. The
Congress may have retained political
power, but the levers of majority consen-
sus shifted to the BJP.

These events receive cursory mention
towards the end of Prakash’s book,
although he is critical of the neo-liberal
politics accompanying economic reforms
in India. In other words, he omits the
significance of the key trade-off between
the leading parties that shaped India’s
neo-liberalism. A more detailed discus-
sion of reforms might have clarified the
historical transition to the contempo-
rary politics Prakash is critical of. But his
preference for narrative over analysis in
the end, risks leaving the prevailing con-
sensus about recent history undisturbed.
This consensus regards the Emergency
as a heroic popular uprising that changed
Indian politics forever. Prakash would
like to argue that democracy thereafter
took a turn. If it was for the worse, a
reader could be forgiven for thinking the
opposite, that the populist upsurge
was somehow continuous with economic
reforms and for the accompanying
nationalist assertion.

Nehruvian to Neo-liberal

As is well known, the Emergency marked
the end of the Nehruvian era. Also, it
concluded what L K Advani called the
“political untouchability” of Hindutva,
today represented by the BJp. The anti-
Congress alliance made by Jayaprakash
Narayan brought the party of Hindutva
into government, and thus breached the
multiparty agreement until that time,
that Hindutva was anti-national.

In other words, two forms of consen-
sus ended with the Emergency, or at any
rate, began to transform radically. First,
state claims of secularism began to be
weighed in terms of their popularity,
whereas the Nehru era was marked by
its attempt to insulate institutions and
democratic processes from majority sen-
timent. Thereafter, such attempts would
be denounced as elitist and anti-people.
Second, overtly coercive state interven-
tion, notably but not only in economic
development, became rarer and invited
more severe backlash. Subsequently,
state coercion seldom declared itself
overtly, and worked instead through
proxies. Although these outcomes are
frequently analysed separately, political
contingencies inseparably joined the
two together.

Prakash himself links the Emergency
and economic reforms, discussing
Sanjay Gandhi’s notorious Maruti car
project, a case of “crony capitalism ...
that failed”:

Maruti ... was the opening shot aimed at the
administrative and economic norms that
had governed postcolonial India. Its deter-
mined violation of official norms, regula-
tions and procedures threw open adminis-
trative protocols and planning priorities to
a new set of practices. Sanjay’s doctrine of
quick action empowered bureaucrats happy
to oblige the powerful without regard for the
governing norms of transparency, account-
ability and impartiality. (p 246)

It is a fleeting observation, and it is
left unelaborated. But by calling Maruti
an “opening shot,” Prakash suggests there
was a Schumpeterian “creative destruc-

tion” exemplified in the project. Factors .

he may be implying here include entre-
preneurial initiative, the growing mar-
ket for durable consumer goods, and de-
regulation. However, all he says is that
“administrative protocols and planning
priorities” were opened “to a new set of
practices,” of which he mentions only
bureaucratic corruption.

We must banquet on the wafer
Prakash offers us, for he is making a
causal link between two key periods, the
Emergency and economic reforms. Pre-
sumably, there is something more than
arbitrary power to the former and cor-
ruption to the latter, but here he does
not spell out what he thinks is involved.
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On the norms that governed postcolonial
' India he makes a terse remark on “the
Nehruvian orthodoxy about planning
nd the public sector” (p 113), noting that
had become “rigid and doctrinaire”
'112). He understands the reforms to
Ilustrate a “neo-liberal logic, emerging
s state policy in 1991” which “offers
market logic of winners and losers”
(p 381). Beyond brief statements of this
tind, we lack an analysis of either phase.
There are, very briefly, at least two
istorical links worth exploring, 1 sug-
gest, between the Emergency and the
period of reforms that are under-elabo-
rated in Emergency Chronicles. First, al-
though the Emergency led to suspension
of civil liberties and democratic rights, it
was reformist in its stated policies and in
its self-representation. These reforms
aimed at-greater economic productivity,
bureaucratic efficiency, and popular
commitment to national development.
We can call it an extension of the plan-
ning ethos, wherein the coercive core of
economic planning was unsheathed and
expanded, on the premise that the na-
tion’s internal enemies were on the rise.
In this specific sense it marked the high
point of the Nehruvian period, when the
political character of the economy could
be asserted as a guiding principle for
state intervention.

Thereafter, the economy began to be
conceived as having its own enigmatic
logic, for which ideas of market rational-
ity and consumer demand became sur-
rogates. Society rather than the state
became the medium of economic reforms,
because political intervention no longer
issued from the old “commanding
heights;” rather, it became diffuse and
inconspicuous, and was ventriloquised
through the market where possible.

The second link with the period of
reforms is the following. The escalation
of public coercion during the Emergency
was a forerunner of what was to accom-
pany economic reforms, but with a cru-
cial difference. The state could identify
itself as the operating agent in the first
case. Thus, the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting could advertise state-
ments by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi
on family planning announcing: “We are
determined to implement this programme
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with all the means at our command”
(davp 75/596).3 After the Emergency the
agents of public coercion were more of-
ten non-state actors with latent political
sanction, also at times operating in a
blizzard of propaganda. That is, coercive
state practices travelled outside the do-
main of the state and presented them-
selves as popular action. Unreformed
Hindu upper-caste identities now had
more overt state backing, but in a way
that was designed to suggest that public
consent was on their side.

The Most Important Outcome

Such blurring of the distinction between
popular and state speech suggests conti-
nuities between the beef and cow vigi-
lantes of today and the demolition of
Babri Masjid in 1992, and highlights the
contrast with the Emergency. Displays of
popular consent and of state coercion,
often starkly opposed through the time
of the Emergency, increasingly over-
lapped thereafter. Crucial for this devel-
opment were the communication infra-
structures conceived and installed for
secular national development, including
national television. This was no acci-
dent. In a way, it was the most important
outcome of the Emergency.

In the year before the Emergency,
labour leader George Fernandes was
able to threaten to bring the government
to its knees with a railway strike, one
that turned out to be the largest in the
history of organised labour. The strike
was brutally crushed, but it lasted for 20
days. It showed how labour could galva-
nise the government, if only briefly, with
demands that were in fact extremely
modest.4 The strike unfolded in a politi-
cal context centred on questions of the
economy, and government management
thereof. Unions had a place at the table
in this context; labour leaders could go
on to become national leaders, as Fer-
nandes himself did. This decisively
changed after the Emergency.

Strikes and all other kinds of labour-
led action against management reduced
sharply, and turned into an increasingly
symbolic affair. Token one-day strikes
became more customary, and meanwhile
the government ceased to rush to arbitrate
disputes. Alongside, communal riots grew

JUNE 1, 2019 VOL LIV NO 22

rapidly, specifically, mass violence against
Muslims, practised with impunity and
crafted to yield electoral dividends.®

Consumption and Culture

After the Emergency, the symbolic cen-
tre of national identity gradually moved
from the sphere of production to that of
consumption, from the economy to that
of culture. Embattled labour, and rising
Hindu miltancy represented the main
cross-currents in the politics of the time,
signalled by the decline of Datta Samant
and the rise of Bal Thackeray respectively.
Defeat came to the labour leader who
demanded that unions with majority
support should be recognised, while
victory attended the demagogue who
declared Hindu rights to be superior to
that of minorities.
This change reflected the post-Emer-
gency strategy of the ruling Congress
party once it returned to power in 1980
and the lessons it chose to learn from the
Emergency. The rapidly expanding com-
munications infrastructure presented
powerful means to mix consent with
coercion. State directives could now app-
ear as soft power, working through sug-
gestion and repetition rather than the
force of arms. In such a context what ap-
peared like public expression could merely
reiterate state speech, rather than repre--
sent people speaking back to the state.
Thus, the conditions for economic re-
forms were created well before the formal
onset of liberalisation in 1991. Readers
will recollect that Rajiv Gandhi’s New
Economic Plan of 1985 attempted but
failed to institute reforms, due to domes-
tic resistance. The advance of Hindutva,
operating in the unorganised sector, and
the marginalisation of unions, over-
whelmingly in the organised sector, pro-
vides a framework highlighting the politi-
cal colour of economic reforms as they
took shape. Unpunished mass violence
against Muslims and other minorities
provided the illiberal obbligato to an-
nouncements of liberalisation. The Emer-
gency was not, therefore, the “opening
shot,” at the norms hitherto governing
postcolonial India, as Prakash argues; it
was, rather, the last waltz of the Nehru era.
The reforms drew enormous strength
from the changing international context,
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specifically, the crumbling of the East
Bloc, which Indian pundits, among them
prominent businessmen, were quick to
diagnose as the defeat not only of Soviet
socialism, but of Indian government
planning, as if India too had been la-
bouring under an authoritarian socialist
regime.® A columnist writing for the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh magazine
Organiser, Jay Dubashi, spelt out what
he saw as the Indian link to the Cold
War, writing in November 1989:

[T]he very same day the first brick of the
Ram Shila Foundation was being laid at
Ayodhya, the Berliners were removing
bricks from the Berlin Wall. While a temple was
going up in Ayodhya, a communist temple
was being demolished five thousand miles
away in Europe. If this is not history I do not
know what is.”

Secularism and Nehruvianism were
one and the same thing, in this view,
and the credit for dispatching them both
went to the Bsp. This was a development
whose conditions of possibility were cre-
ated by the Emergency. By writing itself
into world history (the fall of the Berlin
Wall anticipating the fall of Babri Mas-
jid) and marking itself as the party of
both the Hindu majority and of market
reform, the BJp wrote a narrative that,
paradoxically, provides both the state
perspective as well as that of its oppo-
nents. Hence, the movement against the

Emergency provided the opening shot of
Hindutva in mainstream Indian politics.
It became the basis of their claim that
they stood for people’s resistance against
arbitrary power, although they were con-
spicuously absent in the anti-colonial
struggle.

Without an analysis of the political
balance of forces before and afterwards,
a deep dive into the Emergency, while
offering fascinating stories of power and
resistance, does not provide insights into
our historical present. If Hindutva repre-
sents the Indian form of authoritarian
populism, indicating on virtually the pe-
nultimate page that it is “fundamentally
antidemocratic” (p 380) feels like too
little, too late. The long history of Hind-
utva and its all-too-recent success in
enfolding large numbers of urban pro-
fessional classes get little attention.
Prakash’s main interest is in the Emer-
gency itself; discussions of its wider sig-
nificance for Indian history are highly
compressed, ending with warnings
about the Narendra Modi government
exercising emergency powers in all but
name. With such an approach, there is
little chance of re-evaluating prevalent
perceptions or uncovering paths not tak-
en, that might yet inform future politics.
Despite Prakash’s admonitions to the
contrary, this history of the Emergency

can be enjoyed as a self-contained epi-
sode, with a modicum of moralising.
The philosophy of history hinted at here
is perhaps one where historians cannot
really change anything.

Prakash maybe right, but I would hate
to think he is.

Arvind Rajagopal (ar67@nyu.edu) teaches at
the New York University, United States.
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Reflecting science education across diverse Asian contexts

Science education research and practice in Asia: challenges and opportunities,
edited by Mei-Hung Chiu, Springer, 2016, 578+viii pp., €129.99 (hardcover), ISBN
978-981-10-0845-0 Singapore (Springer Science+Business Media Singapore Pvt Ltd)

Anyone working in science education will be aware of extensive activity in the field arising
from Asian contexts such as Taiwan, Singapore, and increasingly mainland China. Turkey,
often considered to bridge Europe and Asia, and here included as part of Asia (along with
several other middle eastern countries), is, by some measures, one of the most active
communities for research in science education. A book that seeks to offer an overview of
science education across Asia is therefore of considerable interest.

The editor of Science Education Research and Practice in Asia: Challenges and
Opportunities, Professor Mei-Hung Chiu from the National Taiwan Normal University explains
in the introductory chapter that the purpose this book is to present the background to the
trends and issues of science education found in 16 countries identified as falling within three
regions: Northeast Asia, Southeast Asian, and the Middle East. Chiu aims to provide foci for
readers to reflect on science education research and the practice of promoting science
education. She hopes that through this book researchers, educators and policymakers
come to understand how scientific literacy is promoted in Asian contexts. She also hopes
that this book will motivate people to promote science education from a global perspective.

For Northeast Asia, Chiu invited educators from Russia, Mongolia, China, Hong Kong,
Macau, Taiwan, Japan and South Korea. Southeast Asian countries covered in this book
include India, Thailand, Singapore and Malaysia. Middle East countries covered in this book
include Turkey, Lebanon, Israel and Oman. This is an impressive array of diverse national
contexts, and doing it justice presents a major challenge to any editor. In particular, the
editor of a book such as this has to decide whether to offer authors guidance on what to
include, or whether to allow each chapter to offer the focus its authors see as most worth
discussing in regard to that context. The former option can misrepresent the core concerns
and issues that those working in a particular context would themselves wish to highlight. The
latter approach may produce a volume that seems to lack coherence and offers readers an
uneven experience as shifts between chapters may lack common themes and threads. For
example, in the present volume the chapter from Russia, focuses on didactics of chemistry in
particular, and chooses to offer a historical development of this theme: giving that chapter
somewhat different characters to most of the other contributiors.

In this volume, the different national accounts are organised into some overarching
themes — perhaps representing a post-hoc attempt to impose some structure across neces-
sarily idiosyncratic accounts. There are 31 chapters organised under five sections: an over-
view of science education (SE), content analysis of SE research, assessment and curriculum,
innovative technology in SE, and teacher professional development and informal science
learning. Each section ends with a commentary written by educators from outside of Asia
(i.e, from Australia, Finland, Germany, and the USA). The commentaries summarise
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corresponding sections under given themes. In this book review, | am going to summarise !
each section and add my own reflection at the end of the section summary. 0
The first section, the overview, presents a broad range of aspects of science education in
several Asian countries, including China’s growth of science education research (chapter 1),
Lebanese and Malaysian's students’ struggles with science learning in English as a second
language (chapter 3 and 5), Macau’s and Thailand’s need to improve science teachers’ pedago-
gical content knowledge to increase their adoption of student-centred approaches (chapter 4 —
and 11), Mongolia’s shortage of experienced science teachers (chapter 6), Oman’s limited
expertise in conducting educational research (chapter 8), Singapore’s thematic inquiry approach :
to integrate scientific ideas (chapter 9), and Taiwan's comprehensive government support to .
increase global prominence in the science education community (chapter 10).
This section has two commentaries. The first commentary (chapter 7, written by David
" Treagust and Chi-Yan Tsui) reflects on the first five chapters. It elaborates on some common
theoretical frameworks and models in international SE research that underpin the growing

body of studies in China, for example, NOS, BSCS course, 5E learning and constructivism, etc. It = |
also discusses the medium of instruction being a challenge in many multilingual countries and a
regions. Both teachers and learners struggle with code-switching to balance between expres- =
sion of understanding informally in their first language (if they actually share a common first _ §1
language) and formally using academic language in English as a second/foreign language. The
language issue is potentially a detrimental factor impacting on students’ science achievement. o
Both the second author of the commentary (Tsui) and | were brought up in Hong Kong, Ao
a former British colony. We probably experienced similar struggles, as learners to acquire -
conceptual understanding in science subjects in English as our second language, and as : |
teachers to provide suitable language support to students in our science classes, especially )
biology which has a higher linquistic demand than physics and chemistry. Similar language
issues in the science classrooms in Lebanon (chapter 3), Macau (chapter 4) and Malaysia (chapter de
5) suggest that there is a need to both raise the awareness among science teachers of their role “
to promote academic literacy and to equip them with pedagogical knowledge to provide ~:
scaffolds to help students construct and express science concepts in academic language. ot
Hong Kong has returned its sovereignty to China since 1997 but the education systems are still -
independent of each other and thus | know very little about science education in China. The first o
substantive chapter introduced me to six main areas of SE research studies in Mainland China: oy
| curriculum and textbook; teaching; learning; teachers’ professional development; scientific inquiry; ~e
and learning progressions and students’ domain-specific cognitive development. | accessed and Rest}
read 16 of the cited publications - something that would not be possible for someone without -
some proficiency in reading work in the original Chinese. | believe there must be many researchers auil |
from other countries who would also be curious about how Chinese researchers critiqued their SE au
curriculum, didactics, and so on. Perhaps there is a case for international journals to offer to publish il
more translated articles that were originally published in local languages? 1JSE |
The second commentary (chapter 12) by Jari Lavonen attempts to extract key points from :
the next four chapters of the section regarding the local and global factors influencing the pi|
quality of science education. It points out the commonalities and shared interests of SE rem
among Singapore, Taiwan, Oman and Thailand. For example, they discuss the outputs of tiQ:
their SE policies on a global platform. Singapore and Taiwan are eager to promote regional Onﬁl
and international collaboration. The Singaporean government is keen to promote talented 3
students’ participation in a variety of local and international programmes, such as the Science p |
Mentorship Programmes and Intel International Science and Engineering Fair. Taiwan’s deve
participation in the establishment of East-Asian Association for Science Education (chapter is
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10) opens a platform for Asian countries and regions with wide variations in language,
culture and educational systems to conduct comparative studies.

Lavonen observes that Oman and Thailand are working on seeking international recogni-
tion on the quality of teaching. Oman’s science teacher training programme offered by
Sultan Qaboos University has recently been accredited by the Council for the Accreditation
of Educator Preparation in the United States (chapter 8). Thailand has undergone frequent SE
reforms: increased use of ICT, inquiry-based instruction and flipped classrooms etc.,, but the
changes and innovations iterate all too fast to see an impact (chapter 11). The commentary
ends with an observation that many countries study the outcomes of SE policies using
secondary analysis of international comparative studies data. Comparative studies promote
international collaboration and often PhD students are involved. So, it would be interesting
to see if there could be more international collaboration to allow PhD education to be
organised on a global scale.

| strongly believe that science education can be improved by international collaboration
despite differences in language, culture and policies. This section reminds me of two projects
of cross-country educational exchange projects initiated in Hong Kong. An Experiential
Approach to Learning and Teaching in a Regional Educational Institution: Broadening
Student Engagement (2016-2017) organised by Faculty of Education of University of
Hong Kong, provided an opportunity for undergraduate student-teachers to be mentored
by Thai researchers to produce quality STEM materials for Thailand schools. Hong Kong
Jockey Club ‘Learning by Doing’ Academy assisted a group of teachers and their principal
from a primary school to observe classes at five Finnish schools in 2016. After the trip, this
primary school decided to customise an ‘adaptation year’ for their first-year primary pupils in
2017-18. Not only was the number of subjects reduced, the curriculum was also reformed
and focus shifted from academic knowledge acquisition to self-management, self-confidence
development, and autonomy in learning. The assessment was also changed from being
paper-based to activity-based and it focused on measuring the progress of self-
management. The successful experience of this school informed by the Finnish experience
could serve as a role model for other schools in its own national context to adopt an active
learning style. '

Section two, content analysis of SE research, shows the trends and themes of published
articles by Asian science educators. Over 20% of 365 articles on conceptual change in
International Journal of Science Education (IJSE), Science Education (SE) and Journal of
Research in Science Teaching (JRST), Research in Science Education (RISE) and International
Journal of Mathematics and Science Education (IJMSE) had an Asian first or corresponding
author (chapter 1). Among other notable points made, it is reported that Three Taiwanese
authors (including Chiu, the editor of this book) were among the top 25 most impactful
authors in Asia; that 23.5% of Korean SE research studies accepted by the three top journals-
IJSE, SE and JRST between 2003 and 2007, aitogether 204 published articles, are mainly about
teaching and learning science in context (chapter 14); and that 45% of Turkish SE studies
published in these top three journals (IJSE, SE and JRST) in the period of 1998 to 2002 were
related to students’ conceptions (chapter 15). Turkish researchers’ contribution to interna-
tional SE research has grown significantly in the past decade. Between 1998 and 2002, only
one publication in each journal was published by a Turkish researcher. The number grew to
35 publications in each journal between 2008 and 2012.

The commentary on the second section (chapter 17) discusses two issues regarding the
development of trends in SE described by authors from Taiwan, Korea and Turkey. The first
issue is about how these trends are developed and how to avoid restricting the breadth of
the research field. Parchmann, the author of this commentary, quoted Turkish author Sozbilir

\
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and co-authors’ concern about a dilemma about meeting quality assurance on the one hand
and a risk of narrowing the broadness of the field on the other (chapter 16). The second issue
is about the dominance of English-speaking authors in the global SE research community.
She challenged the perceived practice of some reviewers expecting and demanding a study
needs to demonstrate relevance for the US education system when a journal weicomes
international authors. In contrast, it is suggested that, the same question is unlikely to be
asked about US studies being framed to clearly show relevance for the rest of the world's
educational systems (p.322, line 1-4). Parchmann describes her observation as the ‘David
against Goliath” phenomenon and explains that this phenomenon may make it harder for
less-established Asian SE research communities to participate in the field.

Trends and limitations on research fields seem like two faces of the same coin. When there
are more studies in one research programme, knowledge in this area grows richer than in
other less-studied programmes, which encourages and supports further studies in the same
programme: a criticism that was once raised in this journal in respect of the predominance of
work informed by constructivist perspectives on learning science (Solomon, 1994). Therefore,
a trend speeds up conceptual and methodological advancement of the popular area of
research. If research trends seek to meet demands, then there should be many different
trends, as needs for SE research and development will not completely overlap across diverse
national contexts. If countries of similar culture, economic or educational policy development
face similar demands in SER, trends may develop. When resources are limited (both research
grant and human capital), it seems unavoidable that rare resources will predominantly be
used to study particular research areas.

Section three, assessment and curriculum is the shortest section consisting of only three
chapters; however, it is also the section that interested me the most. This section covers
Hong Kong students’ skeptical attitude towards School-Based Assessment (SBA) of their
chemistry practical skills (chapter 18); how Israeli science teachers’ teaching practices are
influenced by international assessments like TIMSS and PISA (chapter 19); and Russian
science teachers’ sluggish improvement in creative thinking for instruction (chapter 20).

Hong Kong students’ generally question the value of SBA, at least as they have experi-
enced. Eighty percent of surveyed year 12 students from six schools reported that they did
not receive detailed formative feedback from their teachers. Slightly more than half of the
students reported SBA demoiivating learning for several reasons: the workload was heavy,
the same type of laboratory work was repeated, and the assessment was conducted after
school or under examination conditions.

Israel has put consistent effort in boosting students’ performance in international tests.
Despite significant improvements, their scores remain below the international average.
Author David Fortus suggests two contrasting explanations about the discrepancy between
Israel’s technology-based economy and dissatisfactory performance in international assess-
ments. One explanation is that these tests fail to measure the knowledge and skills that
underlie Israel’s technological prowess. This is a more general issue with such comparisons:
a nation could design its own curriculum and assessment programme to match well with the
foci of the international tests, but this may mean compromising on the curriculum emphasis
and structure that is thought to best meet the needs of its young learners. A contrasting
explanation is that Israel’s economic success draws from the talented people who finished
compulsory education before the country began taking part in the tests. When these
talented people retire from science and technology, younger generations may not be able
to sustain the country’s economy as the poor performance in the international assessments
implies many students lack relevant knowledge and skills. Regardless of the true explanation
behind the discrepancy, Fortus is strongly critical of the nation’s examination-oriented
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i1 education as most students are demotivated to learn (echoing the findings with Hong Kong
= students reported in the preceding chapter) and do not build a solid foundation in science at
ity. the end of compulsory education.
1 Methodology of chemistry teaching in Russia (also referred to as didactics) is facing
es, i stagnation according to chapter 20, as there is no active discussion on the scope of teaching
e methods. The majority of articles on didactics of chemistry were considered to be of very
) poor quality — resembling ‘scientific scam’ such that teachers come to consider what passes
vid } for didactics as merely phrase-mongering. Authors Teleshov and Zhilin claim that SE research
| in chemistry pedagogy in Russia can no longer be described as a scientific system that
greatly influences chemical education. They believed the reason for stagnation lies in lack of

ere interaction and feedback among specialists in Russia, and lack of connection with western
ki ‘ educational research - for example, cognitive models and Johnstone’s triangle (Johnstone,
e 1982) are unfamiliar among Russian SE researchers. Readers who are interested in SE in
2 Gl Russia may, however, read about the scientific development of didactics of chemistry since
' the late 1700s in the chapter: where phases involving ‘accumulation of experience’, ‘network-
of ing’, didactics as science, ‘broadening’, and ‘expanding’ preceded the periods of stagnation
ene and degradation. It would be interesting to know how widely this analysis is share in the
\(so chemistry education community in Russia, and indeed whether similar situations are recog-
en nised in biology and physics teaching.
2 The commentary on the third section summarises the three chapters about assessing
be students’ performance and evaluation of teaching (chapter 21). It raises a question concerning

the balance between (a) the necessity to evaluate teaching, learning and curricula and (b) the
105 seemingly unavoidable perversion of the purpose of education by summative assessments.
rers Though no solution is suggested, the commentary directs readers to ponder on the cause of
problems that assessments bring - when the designed purpose of assessment diffuses over
into non-educational areas of concern which Lederman suggests tend to be more political.

This section particularly provokes my thinking because assessment pressure has been
a serious issue among students across many Asian countries (as elsewhere in the world) and
among teachers who teach examination classes as they are accountable for the students’
performances in the standardised tests. The obsession with grades raises some pertinent
questions. How well do students’ performances in standardised tests and in international
surveys predict a country’s economic growth 10 years later? How many countries are doing
well economically but their majority of young people consistently do not do well in these
assessments? How well do quantitative assessments evaluate the quality of education? What
is the rationale behind quantifying the quality of education? One can surely find official
documents justifying assessments for educational purposes; however, many educators ques-
tion how well high-stakes assessments meet their intended purposes.

Section four showcases how teachers and educators make use of technology for science
learning. For example, chemistry lesson models linking science, technology, society and envir-
onment were trialled in Japan and Korea to promote environmentally sustainable development
(chapter 22). Japanese authors Hiroki Fujii and Haruo Ogawa developed new chemistry lesson
models and administered these with students in Japan and Korea. Lessons on the topic of
biodiesel were carried out with students in both countries, while a lesson on the topic chitin and
chitosan (polysaccharides obtained from shells of crab and prawn) was conducted with Japanese
students who often encounter these two substances in their daily lives. (These substances are
widely used in health food, and as antibacterial agents in clothes and cosmetics in Japan.) After
the trial lessons, the students enumerated more terms demonstrating knowledge about the
properties of the substances discussed, which was taken as evidence of learning. They also made
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informed judgements on some ‘Science Technology Society and Environment’ issues based on
their knowledge on the properties of those substances.

In contrast to this apparent success story, India developed an open resource via the
internet for students, parents, teachers to meet the diverse needs of school systems in the
country (chapter 23). However, the contribution to improving SE was minimal because of the
lack of an appropriate culture relating to the resources by different stakeholders. The feed-
back of Indian teachers trying the resources suggested that there were issues with computer
literacy which acted as barriers to teachers using the Internet and computer software in
teaching. The majority of science teachers did not see the need for additional materials other
than textbooks. They were sceptical that the use of computers and the Internet could boost
students’ scores. However, the Indian science teachers did appreciate the development of
open educational resources for school SE in the regional language (Marathi).

The commentary on the fourth section summarises the chapters in the section about the
development and implementation of innovative curriculum materials. It then elaborates on
the slow progress of making environmentally sustainable development (ESD) a core vision in
science curriculum reform. A key hindrance comes from the lack of conceptualisation of ESD
as part of science literacy. Even ESD integration in the science curriculum is insufficient to
promote ESD in the society as citizens may not yet be capable of handling science-
technology-related issues in their daily lives. The commentary also critiques the adoption
of innovative open education resources. Their integration into teaching depends on teachers’
beliefs and knowledge about the application of digital resources. Author Liu argues that both
teacher professional developiment on integrating open education resources into science
teaching and evaluation of the effect of such integration are key to improve the quality of
teaching with the use of digital resources. The last part of this commentary discusses some
interrelated dimensions for successful scaling up of innovative curriculum materials: making
a sustainable extensive change in classroom practice; wide-implementation across class-
rooms and schools; and developing internalisation and ownership of the innovative curricu-
lum materials by teachers, schools and districts.

This section then contains both inspirational examples of good practice, and warnings of
potential barriers to achieve educational objectives. Japanese authors Fujii and Ogawa
suggested three key elements for innovative lessons to be effective in promoting education
of sustainable development: (1) the topics should be highly relevant to students, (2) experi-
ments and field trips to factories are integrated with classroom lessons and (3) opportunities
are created for students to apply their knowledge of science and to display their creativity in
addressing social issues. There can be several potential issues regarding the practicalities of
this kind of innovative lesson, including the equipment and materials available in the school
laboratories, additional transportation costs for trips to the factories (which can be very
remote), the need for allocation of school staff to escort students on the field trips after
school or non-reqular school days. Moreover, the factories visited have to be able to provide
guided tours to the public. If all these practical barriers are overcome, such innovative lessons
would provide valuable experiences to effectively help students relate their scientific know!-
edge to everyday life.

| am rather pessimistic about the effectiveness of open educational resources in India,
when the teachers did not even feel confident, nor consider it necessary, to adopt informa-
tion technology in their teaching. As author Agarkar concluded, there was a need to raise
awareness about the resources among the end users and a need to convince to them that
these resources were useful. The mismatch between the effort to develop the open educa-
tional resources and the acceptance and usage by the target groups of people made me
consider what triggered the initiation of the project. Agarkar explained this project was




STUDIES IN SCIENCE EDUCATION 213

aimed at changing the practice of teaching for examinations in India (so, again, assessment

seems to drive educational innovation). \n other words, this was a top-down approach

without seeking opinions from the target groups of people about what they felt they truly

needed. One could counter this with an analogy that consumers might not really know what

they want and thus the producers ought to create a desire among consumers for the

products. The problem is however that the stakes of examination success or failure are so

high. Such examinations can curb the appetite of teachers for exploring new teaching
methods and resources. The teachers tend to retain what they consider an examination-
oriented teaching style.

Section five examines the rather distinct foci of professional development and informal
learning in various Asian countries. The two cases of teacher development have rather
different approaches, although both have a strong emphasis on context-directed educational
research — here action research, and lesson study.

Teacher professional development in Japan, we are told by Tetsuo Isozaki focuses on
globalisation retaining awareness of its Asian cultural context (chapter 28). The term ‘glocal’
has been used in Japan to suggest this hybrid of what is both local and global (Sumida,
2018). Different concepts of the term ‘teacher’ in Japan can be depicted by three different
Japanese words which can all be translated as ‘teacher’ in English: sensei, kyoushi and kyouin.
Among them, sensei is richest in its meaning in the Japanese context. Sensei refers to any
professionals the society look up to: such as medical doctors and lawyers. From my under-
standing of this word, people with expertise in any fields (perhaps ‘master’ can be another
English translation of sensei), both science and art, are also considered sensei. Therefore,
sensei is an authority figure to be respected.

Schools in Japan are attached to teacher preparation institutions referred to as normal
schools and higher normal schools in the same prefecture. The three bodies organise subject
study groups for teachers to present their research findings and discuss within the group
how their teaching competencies can be improved. They publish articles in educational
periodicals about classroom practices, contemporary educational topics and reviews of
published research studies in the region or across the country. The departrnent of science
in the higher normal schools also publish secondary school science textbooks which are
authorised by the Ministry of Education. Pre-service and in-service teachers have practised
lesson study since the mid-1800s. Teachers in Japan are engaged in research-based teaching
training with the support of government bodies or scientific societies. Furthermore, they are
not just respected because of their professional knowledge, but also because of their roles as
mentors and life coaches. They are in charge of student counselling, school clubs and
societies and get to know students as a whole. Given a high level of authority, responsibility
and respect from the society, teachers and educators in Japan are considered to be dedi-
cated to modernise science education independent of Western science education.

Teacher professional development in Israel focuses on leadership, action research, evi-
dence-based professional development and teachers as curriculum developers (chapter 27).
Developing leadership among science teachers was mooted to be about nurturing their
ability to bring about changes in teaching. Through action research, the outcome of
a change in teaching can be measured and evaluated to facilitate further improvement.
Evidence-based professional development was about equipping teachers with pedagogic
content knowledge (PCK) for integrating laboratory inquiry into teaching and learning. The
final focus of teacher professional development prepared science teachers to integrate
various science disciplines into a new curriculum, as part of the reform of SE in lIsrael.
Having teachers involved in the process of curriculum design was believed to access
a wider variation in pedagogical ideas including instructional techniques and teaching tools.
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One of two chapters on informal learning also focuses on Israel where there is a strong
imperative to take students outdoor to promote learning from nature (chapter 29), living in
harmony with nature, and emotional attachment to the land. It is believed that only by
knowing his or her motherland using all the senses, one can experience meaningful learning
and construct correct and clear concepts. Nature education was dominant in science educa-
tion until 1960s when the shift to ‘value free science teaching’ based on the structure of
scientific disciplines and scientific methods began. Nature education was then reduced to
occasional school field trips to designed ‘edutainment’ facilities like museums, archaeological
parks and other sites. The idea of outdoor inquiry learning became a topic of discussion in
science education when environmental sciences were introduced into Israeli high schools in
the 1990s. Professional development was provided to teachers to enrich their PCK to lead the
~ outdoor inquiry. In practice, however, it seems the vast majority of field trips were not well-
designed to facilitate meaningful learning. Goals were unclear and were not discussed
between field trip guides and teachers. Guides didactically transmitted information.
Students’ observations were not always addressed and they were rarely encouraged to
explore the environment on their own. There are, according to chapter author Tali Tal,
further issues. Education in Israel nowadays is more examination-oriented than before.
Teachers are not confident to lead outdoor inquiry. Safety and security regulations make it
difficult to take students to a wood or field. The country has become urbanised and it is more
expensive to get to a field far away from school.

An alternative approach to taking children out of the classroom, is to access a wider range
of resources in class. Informal learning in Thailand (chapter 30) aims to maximise local
cultural resources in classrooms to raise students’ interest in learning science. Such local
cultural resources are called funds of knowledge - that is, those bodies of knowledge and
skills needed for everyday functioning and well-being in a society, that have been developed
and historically accumulated within that culture. It is suggested that the use of funds of
knowledge in class might help more widely promote the impression that science is every-
where. Students’ familiarity with, and appreciation of the relevance of, science could reduce
fear and hence reluctance to embrace abstractness in science knowledge. It is an irony that
although science is concerned with natural phenomena, Thai children, teens ‘and young
adults commonly think science is far away and irrelevant to their daily life. To raise the
interest of science learning and instil a positive attitude toward science, the use of funds of
knowledge is encouraged under the Basic Education Core Curriculum 2008, and all schools
have been given the authority to design their own curriculum. Schools are thus empowered
to integrate local wisdom and community knowledge into their curriculum. The chapter
quoted several studies showing improvements in the outcomes of assessments in science
since funds of knowledge were integrated into teaching. Students’ attitudes toward science
became more positive and they became more aware of the local culture. Readers who are
interested can refer to the details in the chapter about a research project of developing
teaching resources regarding funds of knowledge that match the science content of the
national standard, that was separately trialled with a group of 13 primary school children and
a group of 9 undergraduates.

| am particularly curious about informal learning in Thailand. It is an interesting research
topic to see how traditional wisdom and modern science might go hand in classrooms. The
use of funds of knowledge helps build students’ sense of ownership of science knowledge
and reduce the perceived distance between science and daily life. This may also help
students perceive themselves as an insider of science, in contrast to perceiving only teachers
and researchers in science as part of the science community.
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The commentary on the last section considers three themes emerging from the chapters
of this section that may undergirdle transformative teacher professional development: cul-
tural context and local wisdom being central to teaching, supporting teachers as intellectuals
in the transformation of teaching and learning, and how the definition of good science
ﬁ teaching is embedded within national contexts. These themes challenge the binaries that
; r shape ‘good teaching’: formal/informal, teacher/researcher, insider/outsider and science/non-
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science. The commentary theorises that science teaching and being a teacher in science are

strongly influenced by local wisdom, so to better develop teachers professionally, is to have

teachers reclaim their agency to learn within context, to accommodate the local wisdoms of

professional teaching communities as well as student communities. This resonates with the

conundrum presented earlier that faces the editor of a book such as this in seeking to allow

local (or at least national) foci to be presented without offering a volume that is more like the

diversity of an anthology of verse than a set of coherent chapters providing common threads

to give a sense of unity to the overall work.

This is not a new challenge: as readers of the volumes in the World of Science education

series that have examined the same regions of the world - the volumes on the Arab states

(BouJaoude & Dagher, 2009) and Asia (Lee, 2010) - will appreciate, such volumes can contain

national contributions that are uneven in their approach and coverage. The present volume

does not avoid this perception, but the use of thematic sections and end of section

commentaries that seek to highlight themes (if unavoidably by sometimes making the

reading experience a little repetitive in places) does help the reader find common threads.

Overall the book manages to raise issues of common concern to many in the global SE

community whilst allowing national priorities and emphases o be apparent.

It is impossible to report on all aspects of interest of SE research and practice of all the

g countries in Asia, the largest continent — with over 60% world population. However, editor

y Chiu has put much effort to be make this volume as comprehensive as she could by covering

a wide range of countries to allow the SE community to learn about their history, achieve-

ments, challenges and aspirations for future development of SE research and practice. |

Though this book may not, indeed could not, provide readers with a both in-depth and 1

broad understanding of SER of the featured countries, the topics selected by authors do }
|
|
|
|
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represent key features of SER in their own contexts, and the commentary and editorial
contributions highlight issues of wide cross-national interest.
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was ‘freely interspersed with vernacularised forms of Persian and Arabic words’
(p. 50). By drawing our attention to such layers of literary and linguistic complexity,
the book helps in challenging many stereotypes about the alleged Hindu—Muslim
and Sanskrit—Persian divide in the middle ages.

In its last chapter, the book takes a leap from the fifteenth to the nineteenth
century. Through her discussion of Ras Mala of Alexander Forbes, the first colonial
history of Gujarat, Kapadia reiterates the larger argument about the centrality of
local chieftains in the politics of Gujarat over the centuries. She finds great value in
a text like Ras Mala for it helps to take the focus away from ‘imperial rulers like the
Mughals and the Marathas’ (p. 131). While this might be an interesting observation
on the part of the author, it is important to understand the f)olitics of the colonial
histories like Ras Mala that portrayed the ‘Rajputs’ as perpetual power wielders.
Tod’s magnum opus is another case in point. To be fair to the author, she does hint
towards this but does not work out its historical implications for her own study.

The book is very loaded in terms of its arguments. In many ways, its novelty
lies in the manner in which it deals with its ‘sources’ both as sources of information
and as subjects of study in themselves. For this reason, readers might be excused
for wishing that the book provided closer glimpses of the ‘sources’ in the form of
more frequent and extended excerpts. For that would have provided the reader with
a better view of the texture of the literary canvas in the fifteenth century.

Inconsistent spelling of certain non-English words and the more than occasional
typographical errors are minor irritants in a book that should be a must read for
‘hose interested in historical studies of Gujarat, the literary cultures of the medieval

‘od, cultural iconographies in a multilingual world and most certaialy north

. "o the fifteenth century.

Sneh Jha
Miranc ~ House, Delhi

RAMNARAYAN §. RAAT 4 K. SATYANARAYANA, eds, Dalit . tudies, Durham, NC:
Duke Upiversity Pres. 22 16, 304 pp.
DOI: 10.1177/0019464619840535

Now that the scholarship on caste poiitics has moved away irom the burden of
adhering to the discipiiaary injunctions _at n olace by the glories of India’s
nationalist movement, a new set of questiins has emerged among its more
sophisticated proctitioners. These are neither decidedly pclitical questions nor
are they reducible wholly to the social. Instead, they have increasingly become
epistemic in nature. That i3 to say, these questions seek to conceptualise caste
oppression, its apparatus of power, at the very moment that they strive to unpack
its machine-like rigour and conceptual coherence. For caste’s violent dis positif, its
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life-taking cruelty—which Ambedkar called its ‘system of graded sovereignties’
__can exist in such a mutating, oblique, and adept form not because it functions
in opposition to life but precisely because it 1s the sovereign concept in Indian
conceptions of life as such The challenge today, to put this paradox mildly,
then, is to conceptually investigate caste’s ability to function as a concept itself,
a concept not only of but in life, not only as an inorganic notion but an organic
mechanism. Indeed, a freedom without caste—and not simply a freedom from
caste in its negative, liberal sense—can only come from a freedom outside of this
sovereignty of the conceptual division between the organic and inorganic, the
living and nonliving, the touchable and untouchable: a division of which caste is
the sovereign juridical articulation.

Here, especially, Indian political theory might be coming late to Ambedkar,
who, in his prodigious 1916 essay ‘Castes in India: Its Genesis, Mechanism,
and Development’, had already outlined the political manifestation of
this sovereignty as a problem of obedience and office in Indian traditions.
Not without reason do calls of reservation for Dalits and other backward castes in
government office especially cause such anxiety even today in urban India (even as
the clamour for reservations itself becomes universalised). Since we cannot retrace
those genealogies and their moral psychological contours fully here, suffice it to
note that the problem of ‘genesis’in Ambedkar’s philosophy might be the key pivot
of an anti-sovereign, planetary political thought, heterogenous to the liturgies of
the nation-form that is still to come.

Roughly two generations of scholars that came before the current conjuncture
had been compelled to understand caste as one of the several sites of disciplining,
mobilisation, and resistance internal to the political narrative and liturgical rules
of nationalist practice. Ranajit Guha’s Dominance without Hegemony: History
and Power in Colonial India (Cambridge, 1997) marked a crucial moment in this
generational shift of Indian historiography and its twentieth century subaltern
agenda, located as Guha’s later work was at the cusp of the extremely effective, if
by then well-worn, paradigm of nationalist criticism on the one hand, and a gal-
vanising new moment in the dialogue between Indian classicism and its explicitly
punitive modern history, on the other. In contrast, a new wave of theoretical and
political work places caste, in all its phenomenological density, its obdurate social
ubiquity, and above all, its profound planetary salience, at the heart of democratic

mentality itself.

Ramnarayan Rawat’s Reconsidering Untouchability: Chamars and Dalit History
in North India (Bloomington. 2011) marked a crucial turning point in this emerging
body of scholarship. First, because it reinscribed untouchability—and the fecund
world of Chamar and Dalit self-fashioning—at the centre of twentieth-century
politics in north India, where genealogies of community and communal strife had for
some time been the dominani—albeit not the only—concern. Gyanendra Pandey’s
The Construction of Communalism in Colonial North India (Delhi, reprinted 2012)
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had cleared the ground here, with its influential move away from the historiography
of the nebulous agrarian populism and ‘unrest’ of interwar United Provinces—of
which historians such as Eric Stokes and Majid Siddiqui too were part—to the
emblematic figures of colonial codification, such as the Muslim weaver or julaha.
Shahid Amin’s recent work Conquest and Community: The Afterlife of Warrior
Saint Ghazi Miyan (Chicago, 2016) too continues his earlier interest in communitar-
ian motifs as they shape national, popular story-telling in Uttar Pradesh. Rawat’s
work at once speaks to this earlier tradition in which strife played a crucial role in
genealogies of belonging and banishment, and brings out, on his terms, the steadier
textures of the history of identity-making in the colonial north.

Second, like Bernard Cohn’s groundbreaking historical-anthropological essays
on the Chamars, which appeared later in Cohn’s An Anthropologist among the
Historians and Other Essays (Delhi, 1998), Rawat’s work subtly shifts the gravity
of the caste question away from the social scientific paradigm of electoral interest
towards the layered genealogies and popular archives of late colonial identity.
It was a struggle for emancipation in which modern political rights were affirmed
and asserted publicly in direct conflict with colonialism and its forms of knowledge
(and against nationalism’s subtly growing investment in the same regime t00), yet,
according to Rawat, in ways that remained simply irreducible to electoral vicis-
situdes of liberal democratic competition and opportunistic uses of the emerging
social contract.

With Dalit Studies, Rawat and K. Satyanarayana deepen the scope of the dalit
turn, bringing together a phenomenally rich collection of essays that at once probes
and advances the concerns of the field on the whole. In fact, the editors do not stake
their claim simply on behalf of one field among others. They propose a new way of
seeing and touching the figure of the dalit itself. Such a project, clearly, must not
simply be one of social justice or political assertion but of sensitively forcing an
epistemological reckoning in Indian social science. Conceptually, the essays in this
volume can be grouped into three overlapping sets, each following the thread of a
specific modality of dalit question (although the editors themselves have arranged
the contributions into two groups, one speaking to history, the other to the present).
The first thread poses a question long associated with the work, among others, of
Kancha Ilaiah Shepherd, Gopal Guru and, more recently, Soumyabrata Choudhury.
Why is caste everywhere in India’s social and political life today, its presence both
as social identity and analytical category especially ubiquitous among theorists of
knowledge (who still broadly come from the Brahmin-Kayastha complex), even as
the figure and person of the dalit—Ambedkar’s bahishkrut—-in whose name they
theorise remains a rarity in theoretical sciences, in fact barely seen in the practi-

cal arts of this very theory? Even if this monochromatism, which reproduces the
invisibility of the dalit thinker in Indian thought and its institutions, is gradually
changing its colour, the moral framework of caste, with its entrenched and oblique
exclusions, still taints every political theory that emerges from South Asia.

The Indian Economic and Social History Review. 56, 2 (2019): 227-245
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This paradox animates Gopal Guru’s intervention in the volume, which then sets
the tone for the important essays that follow in the first part of the collection, titled
‘Probing the Historical’. Essays by Hans, Jangam, Mohan, and Rawat—followed
by Jodhka’s contribution in the book’s second half, titled ‘Probing the Present’—
highlight the fluidity of dalit identity by closely examining the long-term nuances of
regional histories, including in the Punjab and Andhra. Theoretically close to these
contributions is the second, overlapping set of essays by Satyanarayana, Gundimeda,
Jodhka, and Shyam Babu, which together examine the contemporary openings and
impasses of dalit remaking of democracy. This second set of interventions stands
out for its robust refusal to unconditionally denounce the advances made by liberal
democracy, a rhetorical temptation that has been for some time dominant on the
global left (however heterogeneous), especially with the rise of majoritarian popu-
lisms out of the shambles of the neoliberal order in places as diverse as Turkey, the
United States, Brazil, and India. Not surprisingly, class figures strongly in this set
of essays (its legibility as a category now mediated more strongly by the question
of reservations than, say, it was in the 1970s), and so does the problem of India’s
not very ‘civil society’ and its ‘public sphere’.

Indeed, these last two categories—civil society and public sphere—appear in
one essay or another, oddly complicating the success of the volume. After all, the
abysmally low visibility, even presence, of Dalit and Muslim voices today in India
is not just a significant problem that might be redressed by procedural means alone.
It is a symptomatic blockage, constitutive of liberalism’s civilisational prejudice
that guards, like a ‘barbed wire’, the rules and logics of India’s questionably urbane
civility. Under these conditions, one would have wanted to press the contributors of
Dalit Studies and ask what substantive value do these categories—and doubtlessly,
they do—have for a radical dalit discourse? The third set of essays, in which we
might place the contributions by Rawat, Satyanarayana, and Brueck, together pose
the question that is today ineluctable. What would it take for the humanities and
social sciences in India to move away from the dalif as a figure of ‘caste politics’,
a term that itself reeks of liberal prejudice against it—and is used by liberals as
such—and reinstitute in its place, as Satyanarayana brilliantly calls it (p. 166), a
‘dalit politics of caste?’

For one, such reinstitution of democratic politics as dalit politics will require
embracing the fact that such a project is fundamentally epistemic, and that, to
rephrase Brueck’s pithy formula, it demands a ‘flipping’ of the conventional ana-
lytical gaze that hierarchically structures caste and literary theory alike. Second,
it will require not asking the caste question in its normative sense, of which dalits
remain consigned to a non-part, at once asked to inhabit the realm of the question

yet placed unequally and outside of it. Above all, it will require embracing the
position that Ambedkar, in a moment of unbridled constitutional majesty in the
Bombay Legislative Assembly in 1939, called the courage of being ‘a part apart’.
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Then alone can the exemplary move that Brueck’s essay makes be generalised
to encompass dalit political imagination on the whole, one in which it is not
Premchand’s searing representation of caste violence but rather the dalit reading—
or, under certain conditions, dalit incineration of copies—of Premchand’s works
that becomes a site of literary justice, a scrupulous heroism even, exemplified by
those cast away by—and in—Hindi literature.

[s an Indian institution of such fearless equality possible? An equality at once
specific to the Indian regime of use of bodies and still planetary in its theoretical
vision? By way of a preliminary acknowledgement that such a possibility is real,
let me end with one more crucial shift that militant articulations of dalit politics
have produced today: the surge of interest in Ambedkar among scholars who have
spent a fair part of their academic life either aggressively denouncing his thought
as a product of India’s colonial hangover or simply refusing to read him. Both
these gestures have for decades reproduced the same belief: Ambedkar must be too
conservative for postcolonial taste. The reversal of this doxa today, however, brings
to light a fine-toothed liberal anxiety of dalit epistemic assertion rather than their
endorsement of it (which dalit politics does not need). This anxiety in itself, revealed
in the sheer generalisation of Ambedkar in our time, intimates that the project of
dalit studies is now more important than ever, and that the task has only begun.

For now, then, by way of highlighting the penetrating challenge that the essay-
ists in Dalit Studies have collectively mounted, let us simply note this. Not since
Subaltern Studies has an entire framework of study becn announced on behalf of
those left behind by history. Dalit Studies, however, also does much more, and
it does so with greater methodological liberty and decidedly greater diversity of
voices than Subaltern Studies. Its challenges are much greater, its questions more
formidable, its conceptual demands of a different order and of a different time.
Yet, the agenda of Dalit Studies is less formulaic, its conclusions more open and
understated. And its time might have come.

Aishwary Kumar
Stanford University

NEELADRI BHATTACHARYA, The (Freat Agrarian Conquest: The Colonial Reshaping
of a Rural World, Ranikhef: Permanent Black, 201%, 522 pp.
DOI: 10.1177/0019464619840598

The reader may well ask why a book so deeply situated in the material and cultural
landscapes of Punjab doeg not refer to the region in its title. As will become clear,
this is because its subjeqt is the larger colonial project of economic growth that
evolved in the second half of the nineteenth century. It involved deep institutional
transformations base what Neeladri Bhattacharya calls the ‘agrarian imaginary’
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legacy of this great revolutionary. It will go a long way in establishing the
fact that Bhagat Singh was a mature and a serious revolutionary and not a
mere wayward gun-wielding nationalist.

Amol Saghar is Research Scholar, Department of History, University of
Delhi, Delhi.

Sushil Kumar, Liberal Humanism and the Non-Western Other, Shimla:
Indian Institute of Advanced Study, xv+340 pages, Rs 695

This book, written by a senior Professor (now retired) at the School of
International Studies of the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi, during
the tenure of his Fellowship at the Indian Institute of Advanced Study,
Shimla, is a work of immense scholarship, which advances the author’s own
world-view in no uncertain terms. And this world view is as original as it
is ambitious. One may have disagreements with it, as I do, but there is no
denying the sheer courage and extraordinary effort involved in putting it
forward.

The idea that the Enlightenment project in Europe was harnessed by the
emerging capitalism of the period to provide a justification for imperialism,
for annexing and subjugating distant lands, has been advanced by many, and
forms the starting point of the book. The Enlightenment’s very definition of
‘rationality’ was meani to legitimise this aggrandizement by metropolitan
capitalism, which converted nature into a resource. It recognised only one
unique concept of ‘rationality, namely the one underlying capitalism, and
universalised it and spread it to non-Western societies that had hitherto
been devoid of it; and this provided an alleged rationale for irnperialism.

Some aunthors have talked of an Alternative Enlightenment that
challenged even at that very time this hegemonic discourse inaugurated
by the Enlightenment, but the author does not enter into that discussion.
His concern is quite different: after independence from colonial rule, many
of the former colonies and semi-colonies, for the sake of ‘modernisation,
adopted the same world view that the Enlightenment had, and on that basis
sought to impose upon their societies the same perception of what was
good for them. They sought to fashion their own societies in the manner of
Western Europe, and adopted for this purpose a ‘top-down” model of social
engineering.

They accepted the universal validity of the European ‘model, and
imitated the European way of organising the polity and society as the
only way of achieving ‘modernisation. European-style ‘democracy’ and
European-style ‘secularism’ were implanted into their own countries. Their
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complaint against colonialism was that it could not care less what happened
to their societies; they were now going to set it right by imitating Europe.

This concern of the rulers of the newly-independent countries, to
repeat, was expressed through a rapid and thorough-going ‘top-down’
shake-up of their own economies and societies. They wanted their countries
not to miss out on the European experience which alone, they felt, provided
the way towards ‘modernisation.

This, the author argues was a misguided effort, which has brought
much misery and strife to the people of these couniries, and explains the
predicament in which these countries currently find themselves. Much of
the book is taken up with exposing this fallacious understanding. What
the author would advocate in its place is the adoption of a Gandhian
approach with an emphasis on what he calls ‘value plurality, which entails
the acceptance of a multiplicity of value systems and their spontaneous
interaction instead of any attempt by the State to force particular values
down the throats of the people. Correspondingly, he also advocates a
village-centred development paradigm, in contrast to the current trend of
globalisation that snuffs out all local products and imposes everywhere a
consumerism directed at the products of globalised capital.

While there would be much agreement on what the author recommends,
two broad questions can be raised apropos his arguinent. First, what he is
suggesting cannot be implemented without abandoning, or at least curbing,
the tendency towards capitalist development that is visible across much of
the third world. Any such move would immediately mvite retaliation from
the advanced capitalist countries, so that effecting the changes he suggests is
possible only with a revolutionary government. Besides, since not all means
of production can be in the hands of village panchayats or Communes,
there will be a substantial amount of property that would have to be owned
by somebody outside of the panchayat and also outside of the capitalists.
This perforce will have to be State ownership, even though the State would
be acting on behalf of society at large. The author’s view of the future ‘good
society’ in short can be only a part of the socialist society, and not outside
of it.

Put differently, capitalism is a spontaneous system. Nobody planned
it, nobody runs it, and nobody is responsible for ii, though its existence
is defended by the capitalist State(s). Every econoruic agent is implicitly
coerced by competition to act in particular ways, for otherwise he or she
would be displaced from the position he or she occupies in the system and
fall by the wayside. The specificity of the working class lies in the fact that it
breaks out of this spontaneity to form ‘combinations’ and slowly acquires a
political consciousness. But this consciousness acquires fruition only when
the State(s) defending the capitalist order makes way for a different State;
and this requires revolutionary struggles. We cannot in other words simply
work out an optimal social arrangement and nudge society in that direction
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without going through struggles. And these struggles, if they are to have
meaning, can only be the means to achieve socialism, though that term
must incorporate diverse forms.

My second point is that the superiority of his concept of ‘value plurality’
over ‘secularism’ also raises many questions. The concept of secularism is
based on a distinction: between the domain of religious life and the domain
of citizenship. People are perfectly free to pursue their religions, but there is
a domain of citizenship which is governed by rights and duties laid down in
the Constitution, and this domain has priority over the domain of religious
life. The State intruding into the domain of religious life in the name of
secularism is not some arbitrary action imitating the European ‘model, but
is inevitable in the situation of a society that is working its way towards
some sort of equality. In other words, the only alternative to secularism
would be a theocratic majoritarian State, and not value plurality.

For instance would one object to the entry of dalits into temples?
Would one object to the practice of untouchability? Would one object to
State legislation giving a share of property to women? One certainly will
not. But all these amount to interference by the State in the domain of
religion (or more generally religious culture).

There are thus a whole range of issues where the State must intervene
in the traditional religious and cultural practices, and this has nothing to do
with imitating the European ‘model’ Such intervention would necessarily
cause frictions and conflicts, as the Sabarimala issue highlighted recently;
but such conflicts must not be shirked. The essence of secularism lies in

Vol. 47 | Nos. 56 / May—June 2019

this. Value plurality would not obviate the need for such intervention if we

want to progress towards equality; it can at best be another word describing
secularism, but it cannof be a substitute for secularism.

The fact that these and many other questions come to one’s mind while
reading this book is a tribute to its stimulating character. I have dealt with
only a fraction of the ground covered in this book. But a short review hardly
offers scope for anything more.

Prabhat Patnail is Professor Emeritus at Jawaharlal Nehru University, New
Delhi.
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K AVITA SIVARAMAKRISHNAN, As the World Ages: Rethinking a Demographic Crisis,
Delhi: Harvard University Press, 2018, 336 pp.

As the World Ages is an interesting engagement with ‘an ageing world’. Yet what is
meant by ageing and the aged goes beyond the question of a global increase in older
population. Instead it is the changing demographic patterns and inter-generational
social relations that redefine the process of ageing in different socio-political
contexts. For Sivaramakrishnan, as the title of her book suggests, the ‘ageing world’
becomes an imagination, where a Eurocentric view underlines that Europe has
reached a matured stage of civilisational advancement, and that its aged should be
protected in the same manner in which its cultural artefacts need to be preserved.

A Eurocentric approach to ageing carries with it the weight of an assumed
collective social imagination and a seamless process of economic, social and
demographic transition into a post-capitalist era. Nevertheless, the world is,
and did not have, a unified homogenous experience of modernity; rather the
expansion of Europe into Asia, Africa and the United States created a lopsided
and an often deeply entangled problematic experience of modernisation, where
changing demographic patterns, fertility, family norms and social structures were
subjected to fundamental changes that had serious implications on the life of the
aged. Societies, which were lately initiated into the logic of a globalised capitalist
economy, found it increasingly problematic to cope with the problems posed by
an extended life brought about by better medical care. Thus, lopsided economic
growth and scant social security measures meant that it was increasingly difficult
for the non-European world to protect its aged in its process of transition to the
changing modes of a capitalist economy. Thus, even when the problem of ageing
emerged as a major concern for the United Nations in the past few decades, there
was no homogenous character to the problem as it was manifested differently in
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dissimilar contexts. Ageing became interconnected to the crisis of industrialisation,
as it came to be interconnected to issues of migration and dependency leading to the
breakup of the traditional social order. Thus, global concerns on ageing, on the one
hand, re-inscribed the fragility of the non-European social systems in its interaction
with a capitalist social system, and yet, on the other hand, it also brought back the
guilt associated with colonialism and the extension of the Eurocentric capitalist
economic system into the non-European world. What is meant by ageing changed
with the rapid extension of life in Asia and Africa, where the aged emerged as a
distinct category in accordance with the changing notions of chronological age.
While European socio-cultural and political concerns were seen to care and
protect the aged, and where life was allowed to evolve into fullness, the non-
European world was seen as spaces where ageing meant misery and neglect. Not
only did European gerontologists visualise the other as unhealthy spaces of misery,
in the process they also defined what is meant by ageing itself. For Europe, ageing
was a natural process of birth, growth, maturity and decay, which in itself could
be addressed through social support and care. Outside the boundaries of Europe,
however, poverty, malnutrition and chronic diseases led to ageing much earlier
in life. Thus, ageing was not just seen as a gradual process of the loss of vitality
in accordance with chronological age, rather ageing also signified morbid bodies
and societies, seen as hallmarks of non-European societies—an orientalist notion
that evolved from the nineteenth to the twenty-first century. Sivaramakrishnan
discusses how the problems of the aged in non-European contexts are closely
interlinked to the problems of development itself. One of the major challenges of
the non-European world in the early decades of the twentieth century was to increase
life expectancy by containing malnutrition and poverty, providing better access
to safe drinking water and medical facilities, thereby addressing chronic diseases
as a prelude to longevity. However, the extension of life in the former colonies
brought about a whole set of issues, which disturbed the social web within which
the aged was placed, leading to suffering, loneliness and misery. Thus, ageing as a
social process seemingly reflected the civilisational contexts within which societies
were located. Yet, even within the developed world, what is meant by ageing was
highly diverse. For the United States, considered as a vibrant capitalist economy,
gerontologists and policymakers placed society and its aged population within
the idea of a productive economy, where the separation between work and ageing
was rarely made. They considered that the European approach towards ageing was
parasitic, static and unproductive.

The Indian situation shares similar patterns with those of China and Latin
America, where state support for the aged was negligible. These non-European
states were geared towards their primary objective of economic advancement and
infrastructure building, which meant public resources had to be geared towards
developmental goals. Being ‘young nations’, primarily in terms of their exposure
to modernity, vital statistics, therefore, played an important role in defining the
status of these non-European states. Here, the qualitative life of the old was of less
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importance in comparison to infrastructure growth and development in defining
state policies. The states did not also seemingly recognise the presence of the
aged as a significant entity and as a collective that was to be supported. This was
primarily because developing economies did not want to divert their resources to
support an ‘unproductive’ collective; a growing statist agenda that looked towards
Western states as ideal models for the future. Into the future, the old people were
also seen as remnants of the past, who did not play any meaningful role in economic
and social transition. Yet, in places like India, where social power was negotiated
through a hierarchically defined social order, the aged continued to play crucial
roles within families and societies. In such a context, the Indian state harped on
tradition as an important mode of legitimising political and social authority. The
onus of protecting the aged, therefore, fell on the younger members of the family
by harping on the notion of guilt and debt to the elders.

One of the questions that could be thought of is the ways in which the aged
in non-European contexts adapted themselves to new conditions of material and
social life brought about with the increasing wave of modernity. Is it the aged who
are reluctant to change or is it an ideology of being young that has replaced the
aged and has silenced the voices of the aged? The non-European world continues
to remain as spaces where families were bounded by interpersonal family-bonded
relationships, where the aged were deemed to have a dominant presence within
the family and the society, yet subjected to the fractured ways of non-European
modernisation. Conventional understanding of Indian modernisation underlines
that colonial experience repositioned traditional power structures and made rela-
tions within family and society rigid, where the elderly male patriarchal system
took control over the economic arrangement of the family. In such a context, how
are we to understand the process of ageing and the status of the aged within the
family. Does extension of the aged in non-European contexts also bring back rigid
social relationships, where the aged people were repositioned as the fountain of
power within the family? Families work through a complex network of relationships
where the interest of the dominant members of the community is often protected.

To imagine European experiences to have reached their pinnacle, they were also
deemed as spaces where capitalist economy and social relations had seemingly
reached a mature stage, where state-centred support mechanisms became hallmarks
of advanced capitalist economies. However, for those who addressed ageing as a
social and humanitarian problem, it was studied as a problem brought about by
the intervention of capitalism in developing economies. However, the conundrum
persists: we are unable to figure out or comprehend the role and status of the aged
in non-European societies in a pre-capitalist era, nor are we able to understand the
extent to which the aged adapted to the changing social conditions.

The book engages with the notion of what it meant by ageing or how does
one categorise the ‘aged’, both within Western industrial countries. Kavita
Sivaramakrishnan engages with the shifting contours of the notion of the aged across
time and space both within Europe and elsewhere. Non-European communities,
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which were subjected to the influence of Western capitalism, had to come to terms
with the new notions of individual and communitarian life and redraw their ideas
of what it meant by the old. Thus, as Sivaramakrishnan puts it, ‘the aged became
the face of unfettered development and challenges’. Thus, the basic premise of
understanding ageing arose from an attempt to understand the experiences that
colonialism and a capitalist economy tended to bring about in non-European world.

Burton Cleetus
Centre for Historical Studies, INU

waitney Cox, Politics, Kingship, and Poetry in Medieval South India: Moonset on
Sunrise Mountain, New Delhi: Cambridge University Press, 2017, xvi+ 312 pp.

DOI: 10.1177/0019464619840599

In the eighth decade of the eleventh century, three men related through ties of
matrimony and refusing to see eye to eye with one another came to power in
India. Two of them, Vikramaditya VI and Kulottunga 1, ruled for almost five
decades each. The third and the youngest of them, Anantavarman Codaganga,
was in power for nearly three quarters of a century. Vikramaditya held much
of the Deccan plateau to the south of the Godavari, Kulottunga controlled the
Tamil country and coastal Andhra, and Codaganga, northern coastal Andhra and
Odisha. Kulottunga and Codaganga apportioned between them the whole of the
cast coast, from Kanyakumari to at least the mouth of the Subarnarekha. With
Vengi’s integration into the Cola domain, the five-century old contest between
powers based in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu for its control came to an end. The
three kings perfected politics distinct to them, and left behind enduring legacies.
The Marathi, Telugu, and KK annada states founded by the Seunas, the Kakatiyas,
and the Hoysalas had roots in the rise in their fortunes under Vikramaditya, who
promoted their regimes as military tenures involving revenue-farming assignments.
Kulottunga aligned himself with the Chidambaram temple, which in later times was
to become a leading centre for pilgrimage in Tamil Nadu. This formidable legacy
of Kulottunga’s paled into insignificance before the one that Codaganga left behind
in Odisha, the Jagannatha temple of Puri.

The political realignment of peninsular India during the long rule of the three
kings is yet to invite the historian’s gaze. The materials available for study are
deeply fragmented, but all the same rich and copious. There are several thousand
inscriptions and a handful of literary texts, most notably Bilhana’s Sanskrit
Vikramankadévacarita and Jayangondar’s Tamil Kalingattupparani. The book
under review, Whitney Cox’s Politics, Kingship, and Poetry in Medieval South
India, is arguably the first attempt to give us a sense of what will be—if and when
a historian writes it for us- —an instructive piece of history.
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Ravinder Kaur and Rajni Palriwala, Marrying in South Asia: Shifting
Concepts, Changing Practices in a Globalising World. New Delhi: Orient
Blackswan, 2013, 420 pages, ¥925. ISBN: 978-81-250-5355-2.

Marrying in South Asia is one of the most exhaustive and comprehensive
books in recent times on the study of marriage. Editors Ravinder Kaur
and Rajni Palriwala, have provided a rich and extensive variety of
changes and continuities in practices of marriage in South Asia. The aim
of the book, as they explain. is to examine the ‘complexities of changes
and continuities in marriace in South Asia’. This poses a definite
challenge for it is tricky to be able to speak of South Asia as a whole—a
concern also outlined by the editors at the outset. Yet, a reading of the
18 chapters shows that Ravinder Kaur and Rajni Palriwala have indeed
been able to ‘sensibly speal of marriage across the breadth of South
Asia’ (p. 6), highlighting continuities whilst not compromising on the
rich heterogeneity of cultures. They have examined key practices and
strategies of match-making. including consanguineous marriages and
impact of women’s education and employment on choices of spouse,
and have also addressed culiural-specific practices and anxieties related
to marriage as that of same-sex partnerships, Islamic contract of marriage
(nikahnamay, and family courts in India.

The editors specify that a key concern of the book was to not anchor
the book around upper caste or elite perspectives on marriage practices
and customs but ‘focus on practices and the multiple, disparate, and
incoherent ideologies of farily and marriage that influence individual
and group choices’(p. 6). The contributions surely fulfil this aim as, for
example, Janaki Abraham's “Why Did You Send Me Like This?”
Marriage, Matriliny and the “Providing Husband” in North Kerala,
India’ that draws attention to the Thiyyas of Kerala, and not the Nairs, to
explain changes in matrilineal societies. Whilst focusing on changes to
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the practice of virilocality, Abraham al:0 notes adoption of certain
customs which North Indian in origin and more popular in patrilineal
societies such as Thiyya women dropping their tharawad name
(matrilineal name) to take their husband’s family name and increasingly
wearing sindhur (vermilion in the partinv, of one’s hair). Similarly, in
«pyraani aur Nai Shaadi”: Separation, [ ivorce and Remarriage in the
Lives of the Urban Poor in New Delhi’, ¢ halini Grover draws attention
to the urban poor, and not the more widely written about middle class
when she explains that the boundaries beiween primary and secondary
marriages are flexible amongst this segment of the urban population.
Often works on shifts n marriage prictices adopt a unidirectional
perspective to explain changes by establishing easy and direct causalities,
for example between employment and self-assertion in marriages.
Ravinder Kaur and Rajni Palriwala have refreshingly not followed this
simplistic framework and their book provides a more nuanced pers-
pective highlighting the challenges and ~ontestations to changes and
continuities. For example, some chapters such as Johanna Lessinger’s
« oye” in the Shadow of Sewing Machire: A Study of Marriage in the
Garment Industry of Chennai, South Indin’ highlight the importance of
employment for women’s modern self-fash ioning, and ability and oppor-
tunity to assert and espouse choice in love and marriage. At the same
time, Amali Philips in ‘Marriage, Women and Work: The Estate Tamils
in Sri Lanka’s Tea Plantations’ and Anwar “haheen’s ‘Marriage, Women’s
Economic Participation and Patterns of Support in Urban Karachi’ argue
that work opportunities and economic inclependence do not necessarily
translate into gender equality and desiied freedom. Another set of
chapters look at the convoluted links berween technology, modernity,
and certain rules of marriage as inter-casie and preferential marriages,
questioning the easy claim that modern tec hnology has definitely altered
these traditions. For example, Ravinder our and Priti Dhanda’s * Surfing
for Spouses: Marriage Websites and the “Tlew” Indian Marriage?” draws
attention to the role of the internet in maich-making and acknowledges
that it allows for greater individual choice—though with appropriate
parental guidance. Priti Ramamurthy (‘Mai riage, Labour Circulation and
Smallholder Capitalism in Andhra Pracesh’) provides an insightful
analysis of the dynamic relationship between ‘new capitalism’ (techno-
logies of agriculture) and marriage practices. She argues that ‘preferential
marriage practices are being subtly transformed and in the process, they
sometimes enable labour circulation in ihe service of capital, and at
others, frustrate it” (p. 177). Lester Andrisi et al. (‘Negotiating Marriage:
xamining the Gap Between Marriage and Cohabitation in India’)
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explain the use of ‘traditional scripts’ such as early marriage but delayed
cohabitation especially by families of brides so that allows there is time
to educate their daughters during the interim. These chapters therefore,
explain the complicated wavs in which Kkinship, customs, and ideals of
modernity interact with each other.

The editors tell us that an important consideration of this volume was
to ensure that women’s Voice, gender, and contours of intimacy are
well-documented (p. 6). Whilst all chapters cover these aspects, some
contributions stand out. Johanna Lessinger (‘““Love” in the Shadow of
Sewing Machine: A Study of Marriage in the Garment Industry of
Chennai, South India’) cor aprehensively explains the meaning of love
and marriage to women working in garment factory in Chennai, Makiko
Habazaki (‘Widowhood, St scio-Cultural Practices and Collective Action:
A Study of Survival Strategies of Single Women in Nepal’) presents the
resistances and realities of single and widowed women, and Ashley
Tellis (‘Multiple Ironies: Motes on Same-Sex Marriage for South Asians
ot Home and Abroad”) writes of LGBT communities’ desires and ideas
of family and marriage.

Whilst the book has several note-worthy features, I found two aspects
particularly interesting. The first is the book’s focus on consanguineous
marriages and practices of dowry, which otherwise are often hastily
explained away as being in decline. Chapters in this book, however,
present a more balanced prrspective. In her longitudinal and ethnographic
study of a Sunni Muslim family of the Nawwayat Quam, Sylvia Vatuk
(‘Change and Continuity 1n Marital Alliance Patterns: Muslims in South
Indian, 1800-2012) notes a definite shift towards fewer cross-cousin
marriages. However, she explains that close kin marriages are still
preferred primarily by the bride’s family. Similarly, Shareen J oshi et al.
(‘Why Marry a Cousin? Insights from Bangladesh’), argue that where
‘marriage payments such as dowry are customary, consanguinity may be
chosen when a family can neither afford a dowry nor credibly commit to
paying a dowry in the future’(p 209). Sajeda Amin and Maitreyi Das
(‘Marriage, Continuity and Change in Bangladesh’) trace a shift from
bride wealth to dowry practices, as does Pushpesh Kumarin “Transgressions,
Accommodation and Change: Configuring Gender and Sexuality within
Marriage practices of the Kolams’.

The second important focus of this book is on the non-state and
non-family actors that validate and legitimise weddings and assist in
settlements of marital discords. An outstanding contribution here is by
Sidharthan Maunaguru | ‘Transnational Marriages: Documents, Wedding
Albums, Photographers and Jaffna Tamil Marriages’), who brings much
needed attention to the role of photographs and the photographer in
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being and ‘witnesses’ for a marriage that in turn determines a spousal
visa status of Jaffna Tamils seeking visas for Sri Lanka. Katherine
Lemons, in ‘When Marriage Breaks Down How Do Contracts Matter?
Marriage Contracts and Divorce in Conteniporary North India’, discusses
the importance of nikahnama for local level adjudication, and Srimati
Basu’s ‘Dreaming a Better Court for Women: Adjudication and
Subjectivity in the Family Courts of Koll ata, India’ is an ethnographic
study of family courts and their ways of «ddressing marital grievances.
Basu explains that family courts bring a certain ‘newness’ in the method
of marital settlements, however the ‘ne vness’ itself is embedded in
existing institutional and ideological structures (p. 366) such that the
‘process and result’ of these courts is gendered (p. 367).

Marrying in South Asia: Shifting Concepts, Changing Practices in a
Globalising World, is a welcome contribution on understanding South
Asian realities on marriage practices. At the same time, the book would
have been further enriched by pushing an explanation of ‘newness’—
mode, imaginings, desires, and realities— of match-making, desire, and
conjugality. In that regard, a chapter or two on the role of media—
cinema, mobile technology, dating applicaiions, would have been helpful
(Dwyer, 2000; Hirsch & Wardlaw, 2006). Furthermore, a greater emphasis
diverse forms of romantic experiences such as live-in relationships,
would have certainly aided the editors intei=st in understanding ‘contours
of intimacy’ (p. 6; see Agrawal, 2012; Titz mann, 2017). An inclusion of
such themes would have ensured a more hol istic insight into understanding
shifts and continuities of marriage practices and, imaginings and realities
of love and romance.
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_/Kalpana Ram, Fertile Disorder: Spirit Possession and its Provocation of the

Modern. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2013, xiii+317 pages,
US$ 57 (hardcover). ISDIN: 978-0-8248-3630-6.

DOI: 10.1177/0971521518807995

How can we approach spirit possession, the subject of several academic
discussions on agency and power? In Fertile Disorder, Kalpana Ram
uses her decades-long familiarity with south India and the Indian dias-
pora to provide a layered reappraisal of this much-studied phenomenon.
In the process, she also examines dominant conceptions of subjectivity,
agency, experience and consciousness.

If possession is a claiming of humans—often women—Dby spirits, it
seems a strange terrain in which to wage such battles. Yet some women
slowly accommodate—-2ven invite—the spirits once experienced as
alien beings. For the poor, lower-caste Tamil women who inform this
study, possession arrives as affliction in lives already saturated with
suffering. Yet some possessed women become mediums capable of
healing others. These mediums have no training and little cultural capital
when compared to other ritual healers and performers in the region.
They harness their own suffering and draw from their pre-familiarity
with a world where ‘mediumship is...an ingredient of the habitus’
(p. 183) to summon goddesses who heal and dispense justice. The book
meets these challenges by mixing thematic investigation with critical
uptakes of philosophical and analytic categories.

Knitting two main concerns, Ram considers, with a nod towards
Michel de Certeau, spirit possession as a ‘minor practice’ (p. 9). First,
the book reveals possession’s transformation into ‘a practice lacking a
discourse of its own’, a decontextualised remainder ‘vulnerable to being
reclaimed as an object of investigation’ for various modern disciplines
(p. 63). This concern is et by examining social sciences and philosophy,
government programmes, and modern emancipatory politics; demon-
strating that these moden discourses and projects forward a ‘mentalist’
(p. 3) view of agency that privileges consciousness and mutes the body;
and uncovering the attendant results in academia and politics.

Second, the book grafts insights gained by re-examining possession
onto the study of diverse societies and practices (p. 69); it underlines that
which ‘modemity leaves out of its adjudication’ (p. 272); and offers better
ways to understand human beings, their suffering, their agency and their
ways of inhabiting the world. The author achieves this through a series
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of moves. One, she repositions possession alongside wide-ranging and
interrelated domains. Two, she identifies life itself, and the experience of
‘ceasing to matter’ for loved ones, as the primary sources of suffering.
Three, Ram recovers the extensive breadth Hf agency and justice advanced
through minor practices. Restoring the body, habit and temporality to
social sciences and political projects also lorwards these aims.

These concerns are cemented by demonstrating that agency emerges
less through conscious knowledge than from bodily understanding, and
that the modes by which mediums cultivate ‘skilled form of comport-
ment’ (p. 154) is not radically different 'rom the non-conscious, non-
intrusive skills in the ‘most ordinary forms of perception’ (p. 231).
Dominant western models conceptualise the human subject in a continuous
battle with a hostile world, and take agerncy as a heroic conquest of
external obstacles. That such views have long overshot their origins is
initially illustrated (part 1) through Incian intellectuals’ support of
family planning, and—in the Tamil regioi—the Dravidian movement’s
simultaneous uptake of rationalism and atiect. This attention to colonial
and postcolonial history, and to the spilling »ver, sharing and reworking—
exacerbation, even—of modernity as an uffective project, alerts us to
Ram’s critique of established moves such s comparison, relativism and
ethnomethodology.

The book proceeds through other methodological and analytical
orientations. Part 2 looks at the ethnogriphy of women’s possession
by spirits and female mediumship in Tarnil Nadu, and part 3 revisits
social science models of possession and I/arxist and feminist politics.
The reorientations have multiple sources such as analyses of folklore,
ritual practices and other popular culture (lomains; critical engagement
with existing philosophical, governmeiital and political projects.
Anthropological expositions of the female life cycle, possession
episodes, healing sessions and life narratives are focal elements in the
book’s lively mosaic.

The ethnographic core of the book begins by critiquing sociological
analyses that treat possession as either a manifestation of injuries caused
by dominance or a short-lived, therapeuiic holiday from subjection
(Chapter 3). Instead, the book uses life ciories, life cycle rituals and
everyday practices to disclose that class, ge nder and caste hierarchies do
not subsume all pain and suffering, that life itself is the domain of
suffering, and that the most frequent hum:n complaint is that of being
neglected. This material also reveals that women’s responsiveness to
spirits is enhanced during moments of eihanced vulnerability in the
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female life cycle and that the positive valuation of fertility is accompanied
by an abjection of infertility « Chapters 3, 4 and 7).

Simultaneous attention to folklore, cinema and memories of possession
provisions, as it were, the spirits’ stories. They transport us to a world
marked by ‘ontological continuities...and fransposability’ (p. 120)
between humans, deities, deinons, animals and objects. Ram argues that
spirits emerge through the emotions and energy unleashed by untimely
death (or arrestation), that 'hey ‘objectify...the force of arbitrariness’
(p. 129) in human life and thus lend women some relief. Moreover,
goddesses—phantom results of past injustices and neglect—attend to the
afflicted and uncared for, dispense justice and deliver to complainants a
sense that they do matter (Chapters 3, 4, 6 and 7).

Through women’s journey into mediumship, the agency in their
‘skilled forms of attunement (p. 155) to spirits, and performativity in the
divine courts where goddesses—Tlike regional precolonial sovereigns—
dispense justice (Chapters 5 and 6), we see temporality as fundamental
to human existence. Mediuins do not confront tradition as dead weight
but rather appropriate it. This is not conscious strategy. It emerges from
mediums’ creativity with their pre-familiarity and bodily understanding
of the world and others. The importance of temporality is bolstered
by attention to mediums’ interactions with spirits and clients. These
interactions are marked by what Tamils call palakkam, the aspect of
attunement or habituation that exists in wide-ranging situations and
exchanges.

Ram considers palakkan along with Bourdieu’s notion of habitus,
and a phenomenology of body, embodiment, habit, place and time (via
Heidegger on temporality and spatiality and Merleau-Ponty on body of
habit, Chapter 6). She thus cautions against purely interiorised treatments
of experience, poststructuralist assaults on the authorial subject (for
indirectly diminishing our view of agency) and the pejorative tone to
some models of performativity (that heighten scepticism over possessed
women and female mediums 1. In the process, the author reveals similarities
between agency in mediumship and agency in less extraordinary

‘phenomena such as pregnancy, migration, child socialisation, writing,

driving and dancing. Placing possession and mediumship alongside
quotidian phenomena in a gesture of radical equivalence allows us to see
agency’s capacious ambit, not always predicated on individual choice,
independence and consent.

The book’s main strength lies in highlighting forms of agency that are
not shored up on consciousness. The concluding analysis of the domain
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of emancipatory politics furthers such a gauging of agency. Chapter 9
examines some subcontinental feminist debates over agency, choice and
consent, and argues that Marxism has a limited perception of agency and
subjects (although Bourdieu makes for «in odd representative of Marxist
theories). Ram’s ambition here is to defend us (individuals or groups)
against astronomical demands to continuously resist subjugation and
work towards empowerment (p. 217). By indicating that we are agential
when we seek respite from life’s ‘exictential ambiguities’, the author
illuminates the notions of justice and injustice that modernity’s projects
have swept under the carpet.

Fertile Disorder. Spirit Possession asd its Provocation of the Modern
is a textual mille feuille where multiple (ayers coalesce to give us a rich
offering, one that advanced students of anthropology, gender, philosophy
and sociology shall come to relish in stases, and over many readings.

Dhivya Janarthanan

Guest Lecturer

\ Department of Sociology
University of Delhi

New Delhi, India
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Demystifying Indian Culture

and Heritage

BHAIRABI PRASAD SAHU

he book under review begins by

focusing on the multifaceted dime-

nsions of Indian culture through
time, and urging for locating what
we identify as heritage in their wider
context with reference to the artisan,
patron, the times that produced them,
and conditions that allowed for their
persistence. Usually, it is the dominant
cultures across.time and space that are
seen as our cultural pasts, largely bec-
ause their tangible imprints are easily
identifiable in the material remains of
past societies. However, it is suggested
that this was a perspective derived from
our colonial inheritance, and recent per-
spectives are far more inclusive of the
multiplicity of cultures in our historical
pasts. What is seen as the culture of the
elites or “high culture” was not bounded
but shaped in communication and inter-
action with popular culture all through.
The production of objects of art provides
a good instance of the meeting of the
two cultures. Flowing from it, cultures of
the Dasas, Avarnas, Mlecchas, Yavanas,
Sakas and Turukshas need to be recog-
nised and retrieved for a better appreci-
ation of our vibrant pasts. Neither cul-
tures nor civilisations were immutable
islands and that imposes on us the
requirement to perceive them in their
interconnectedness.

Cultural Interactions

Ideas and institutions such as varna, jati,
family, property, patriarchy and gender
hierarchy were not given at any point in
time; they evolved as a consequence of the
conjunction of historical forces in varied
locations and junctures. The spread of
janapadas or settled agrarian localities
and state-societies in pre-state areas—
and these were continuous processes—
expanded the ambit of cultures. Cultures
like societies are not static but prone to
change owing to internal developments
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Indian Cultures as Heritage: Contemporary
Pasts by Romila Thapar, New Delhi: Aleph Book
Company, 2018; pp xI+ 222,%599.

and external linkages. They mutate deri-
ving from conversations and communi-
cation with other cultures, occasionally
even overlaps. All through the second
millennium Ap, cultures in North India
and the Deccan, as elsewhere, benefited
and enriched themselves as a result of
the fusion of cultural traditions of the
locals and the Arabs, Turks, Afghans,
and Mughals. Dance forms, music ghara-
nas and even architecture manifest the
resultant exuberance. The period also
witnessed the translation of Sanskrit
texts into Persian at the Mughal court
and the integration of local and provin-
cial elites into the Mughal nobility.
-Admittedly, there were conflicts of
interests between the local elites and
the Turko-Afghan and Mughal ruling
classes, but, as we are reminded, so
were there confrontations earlier bet-
ween the Brahmanas and Sramanas.
Colonial expansion and the idea of race
had much to do with the understanding
of cultures of the colonised from the
mid-19th century onwards.

In colonial constructions Indian soci-
ety, including the village community,
caste system and gender relations were
projected as static, and the ruling indig-
enous aristocracy—the bulwark of the
British Raj—and their cultures were seen
as worthy of mention. That perhaps ex-
plains the slant towards the “high” or
dominant cultures and the exclusion of
the popular and multiple cultures.

The discussion then moves on to herit-
age, which is inextricably tied to culture.
Early British efforts at understanding
Indian society and history were influ-

and centred on Sanskrit and what they
called Hinduism—an amalgam of deities
and sects with various rituals, practices
and texts, without precluding possi-
bilities of the believer of one deity or sect
having respect for other deities. Bud-
dhism and Jainism were deemed to be a
part of Hinduism despite their distinct
ideas and institutions and Islam being a
Semitic religion was not considered to
be useful in perceiving Indian realities.
Caste and religion in this perception
then became the ingredients that consti-
tuted India. The reader is reminded that
Indian borders have always been porous,
and the sociopolitical and cultural linkages
with Southeast Asia and Central and
West Asia and their influences in the
shaping of our heritage and cultures
need to be factored in. The north-western
frontier has experienced waves of migra-
tiohs from the post-Mauryan times to
the times of the sultanate and even after.
The layers of cultural influences involving
social practices, customs and traditions
have been integrated and absorbed in the
region over time. The Gandhara School of
art bears testimony to the early fruitful
interactions between cultures. As should
be obvious by now, culture is not static
and it is for us to appreciate and under-
stand aspects of continuity and change
through time. Viewing things through
political lenses tends to distort and
shrink the available possibilities.

An object or idea as heritage is an inher-
itance from the past. However, it needs to
be located in its historical context to fully
capture its significance, and not shorn out
of context in constructing a cultural mem-
ory. In elaborating the argument the au-
thor makes fascinating use of the Ashokan
inscriptions and associated issues, espe-
cially the Allahabad pillar inscription with
its remarkable history over three millen-
nia from the time of Ashoka to Jahangir,
through Samudragupta. It leads to impor-
tant questions such as who selects this her-
itage, for what reasons, and what we ulti-
mately come to accept as heritage. Herit-

age is usually invoked to assert identity for
various purposes. But then, we are told,
that it raises the larger issue of the inclu-

enced by their Brahmin collaborators sion of a wide range of cultures, especially
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those that go beyond the elite, to justly
claim to be representing Indian heritage.

Sense of Time and Science

Time was perceived and used differently
by segments of society depending on
their concerns and in that sense, it is
said, it is a metaphor of history. Cultures
in India were familiar with both cosmo-
logical and historical time. Unlike the
colonial construction of cyclic time, and
by implication imbuing the absence of a
sense of history to India’s past cultures,
in their conscious creation of the Other
in the imperial climate of the 19th cen-
tury, itis suggested that various forms of
time reckoning were known in early
India and they were familiar with both
cyclic and linear time. Puranic litera-
ture, Caritas (biographies), Vamshavalis
(paths of succession), regional chroni-
cles and inscriptions used particular
forms of time depending on their func-
tion and purpose. The layered represen-
tation of time is indicative of different
segments of society viewing their pasts
in dissimilar ways. One may add that on
closer scrutiny within the cyclic view of
time, certain linearity is also built-in.
This is a fascinating chapter rich in inter-
connected histories through time.
Further, science as culture is located
in society, and its spread is explained

with reference to interactions, imitation .

and assimilation. The meeting of cul-
tures in the past created the congenial
atmosphere for major breakthroughs in
sciences. Therefore, claims to who got
their first are of little relevance. The
Neolithic Revolution signalling the shift
to agriculture and concomitant develop-
ments had its early origins in different
parts of the globe, unlike the Industrial
Revolution later. The latter through con-
scious control of knowledge owing to its
association with power generated its own
problems. In premodern times, there
was a network of relationships between
China, India and West Asia, which al-
lowed for free flow of knowledge. The
turn of the Christian era was marked by
an expansion in medicinal knowledge in
India. The shift from experience to ex-
periment and analyses was remarkable.
Buddhist monasteries played an important
role in disseminating and contributing

to the science largely because of their
concern for the well-being of the monks.
Paradoxically, however, the physicians’
association with diseased people cutting
across jatis placed them in a low social
category in Brahminical society. This
was the period when India was open to
West Asia and the Hellenistic world.
Touching on the debate on how to char-
acterise premodern sciences, Thapar con-
cludes that because what is called proto-
science actually happened to be the pre-
decessor to science in the times of the
Enlightenment; it would be in the fitness
of things to call it science. Ideologically-
driven scientists of recent years should
take a leaf from the fact that the credi-
bility of scientific knowledge lies “in
ensuring that the rational is not convert-
ed into the irrational.”

Forms of Exclusion

In her treatment of women in early
Indian cultures by juxtaposing the Brah-
minic and Shramanic traditions, the
author successfully brings out the trends
and possibilities in this area of study.
Pointing to the limitations of the general
expression status of women in early
India, which was usually in circulation
during the national movement, we are
informed of the need and usefulness of
studying women in their varied roles in
society. The wife of the householder in
Buddhist literature was substantially
different from that of the dasi, who had
to engage in doing the routine house-
hold chores. The wives of the peasants
and artisans who shared in reinforcing
family incomes would have been placed
somewhat in between these categories.
The distinction between the ganika or
courtesan and the prostitute is again a
pointer to the difference in their train-
ing, cultural accomplishments and con-
sequently their status and earnings.
While the Dharmashastras marginalised
women and ensured their subservience
to patriarchy, Buddhism and Jainism
opened an alternate world for the nuns
where they could engage in the pursuit
of higher qualities with some degree of
autonomy. Admittedly;, within the samgha
too she had to submit its rules framed by
the monks. Differentiating between cat-
egories of women helps us to understand
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them in terms of their social locations.
Interestingly, the courtesan and the nun
did not find endorsement in the Brah-

minic literature, nor was “opting out” of

society acceptable to them. However, the
Bhakti movement and the rise of women
saints such as Andal, Akka Mahadevi,
Lallesvari and Mirabai questioned and
undid the norms laid down by the Dhar-
mashastras. These contestations are as
much a part of our inheritance as the of-
ten cited normative Brahminical texts.
In denying women the upanayana,
Brahminical society not only equated
them with the Shudras but also “de-
varnaised” them. This was a part of the
series of hierarchies it created for itself.
The Vedic Dasas, Mlecchas or those who
were culturally different or inferior to
the Aryas, the Yavanas or Hellenistic
Greeks or those coming from the West,
and the autochthons or Adivasis were the
Other as envisaged by the ideclogues of
early Indian society. Among themselves
the varna/jati order created its differ-
ences and divisions. However, the inclu-
sion of several groups, including the dasi
putra Brahmanas, into the fold of Brah-
mins and the ritual provisions laid down
for the conferment of Kshatriya status
on ruling elites suggest the inherent
flexibility in the caste system in spite of
its veneer of unchanging timelessness.
Strikingly, such adjustments did not ex-
tend to all the communities. Exclusion
of some kind or the other is practised in
other societies too, but its manifestation
in India with regard to the Chandalas
is unprecedented. They had to live out-
side the settlement, receive leftover food
and were ascribed with “genetic impu-
rity.” Their pollution was emphasised to
ensure the continuity of their essential
services such as scavenging in urban
settlements, carrying dead animals and
maintaining the burial ground. Besides,
their landlessness also was a source of
assured labour during peak agricultural
seasons for premodern agrarian socie-
ties. Even Christianity and Islam could
not alter this extreme form of exclusion.

Spirit of Enquiry and Plurality

Knowledge is perceived as heritage that
one generation leaves for the next, But then
how is it to be cultivated and nurtured?
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Educational institutions need to focus
on critical enquiry, and for it to happen
students need to feel free to ask ques-
tions about the world they inhabit. Sys-
tematic questioning is tied to reading
the basic works in the area, and it leads to
better insights. This is an argument against
having to learn out-of-date knowledge
or learning by rote. There is also a plea for
encouraging well-equipped libraries, new
thinking, creating conditions for having
knowledgeable teachers and bilingual
education, which uses both the language of
socialisation and the language of knowl-
edge. The author is rightly critical of the
use of one language, and the transmis-
sion of knowledge through translations,
because they do not keep pace with the
production of knowledge, and the thought-
less game of numbers in education. This
is intertwined with an interesting short
history of the changing forms of the lan-
guage of knowledge, from Prakrit and
Sanskrit to Persian followed by English.
The dreams, efforts and hard work that
wentinto the making of Jawaharlal Nehru
University into a world-class institution
that nurtured and helped to imbibe

some of the best practices, including,
discussions, debates and new thinking
have been beautifully woven into the
thought-provoking essay. It is precisely
because of its ideological antipathy to
these ideas and values that the present
regime is out to destroy this seat of higher
learning along with some such insti-
tutions through the country. Universities
are sites of nurturing the incorporative
spirit of our cultural inheritances, and
centres where multiple competing ideas
should be allowed to bloom.

We are cautioned against the idea of
the singularity of culture, usually linked
to cultural nationalist claims of invented
identity for political reasons. Nationalism
is always inclusive of several cultures
and all identities do not have to be subor-
dinated to the national identity, or the
identity of the majority. The idea is to
make the reader aware of the many cul-
tures in Indian society. Cultures are inter-
twined with history and are dynamic and
vibrant. Migrations and interface of cul-
tures and the consequent mutual bor-
rowings and incorporations, we are told,
need recognition. Interestingly, the legend

Making Economics More Accessible

RAHUL DE

]

he Indian economy has been one™

of the fastest-growing economies

in the last 15 years and has become
an important standard by which to com-
pare the development of other national
economies. The successful transition to
a high-growth economy has been dis-
cussed regularly in the mass media and
used as a platform for election campaigns
by political parties. However, this cover-
age has rarely focused on the structural
imbalances in India’s growth model such
as increasing inequality, agrarian distress
and lack of social security for informal
workers. While governments have been
celebrating their achievements in bring-
ing growth, urban development, global
products and modern jobs, few have
focused on the social and ecological con-
sequences of these changes. Economics
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Economics of Real-Life: A New Exposition by
CTKurien, New Delhi: Academic Foundation, 2018; pp 249,

3995 (hardcover).
i A S,

of Real-Life by C T Kurien comes at an
important junction, where more people
need to be informed about the econo-
my’s structure and the consequences of
the high-growth model being followed
in India.

Economics for Daily Life

Kurien claims in his author’s notes that
the main motivation to write this book
was to inform the lay public about the
economy. This requires not only more
information about the Indian economy
but also communicating the theoretical
tools and conceptual foundation to make
sense of development and policy. This

MAY 25, 2019 VOL LIV NO 21

in the Ghaznavid coins was bilingual in
Arabic and Sanskrit, and the Ghurid coins
carry Islamic titles and Shiva’s bull Nandi,
while some of them carried the ruler’s
name in Sanskrit. Furthermore, the Qutub
Minar complex bears inscriptions sug-
gesting its repair when necessary by
Hindu craftsmen, as well as the attribution
of the success of the renovation to their
deity Vishvakarma. Significantly, it rein-
forces the larger point that the coming of
the sultanate did not constitute a break
in all important areas and practices, not-
withstanding the usual shibboleths.

All those interested in the cultural
and social history of premodern India
and its bearing on contemporary times,
as well as what ails India’s present edu-
cation system, and why our young minds
usually do not ask the necessary and rel-
evant questions, leave alone find app--
ropriate answers for them, will find this
work by Thapar, as always, intellectually
stimulating and extremely useful.

Bhairabi Prasad Sahu (sahu.bp@gmail.com)
is with the Department of History, University
of Delhi.

book’s ambition extends beyond the one
stated by the author, to introducing
readers to a different framing of economic
theory. The author states that he wants
to shift the emphasis of economics from
a set of models and normative evaluations
about markets and individuals, into a
more complicated picture that conceptual-
ises the economy as a “network of inter-
actions of a variety of agents which are
undergoing transformations over time”
(p 11). The author wants to include the
role of uncertainty, dynamic interac-
tions, historical context, international
relations, power structures and social
relationship. to understand the economy
and its current condition. In doing so, he
challenges the traditional “neo-classical”
ontological premise of studying economics
through economic variables and mathe-
matical models. Instead, he presents a
conceptualisation of economics which is
embedded in day-to-day life. He states
that this book is concerned with “human
beings ... like you and me whom we
confront in daily life” (p 1%). The primary
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BY ALAM SRINIVAS

.f l- * HE Untold History of the I'irst
| All-India (Cricket) Team, which
t' | toured England in 1911, is a nar-
! § rative of the game’s contr-
! oversial, conflicting and contra-
dictory  relationship  with
colonialism, nationalism, communal-
ism, commercialism and caste/class
differences. The composition of the
team is revelatory. An elitist, Maharaj«
Bhupinder Singh of Patiala, led tle
team for reasons that didn’t include
cricket. The original 16 was chr sen

along communal lines—apart {r-rm a

Sikh skipper, there were seven Parsis,
four Hindus (later five), and fou (later
three) Muslims. Among Hindv ; were
three Brahmins and two Dalits, Pal-
wankar Baloo and his brother, Shivram.

For the colonisers, the aim of 1he tour
was to inculcate Western ideals and val-
ues in the ‘orientals’ through cricket. As
nationalist feelings turned radical /armed
revolutionary, the rulers perceived that
the gentleman’sgame could bring ‘natives’
closer. Cricket was seeped in ‘benevolent
paternalism’ and ‘Britannic nationalisny’.
Some Indians “sought to promote a reas-
suring image of India in Britain” in tinies
of “intense mutual antipathy and antago-
nism”. Others thought in nationalistic
terms—what if the browns could beat the
whites at the latter's game?

Such feelings resonated and echoed as
Indians adopted the game in the 1850s
and form the basis of Prashant Kidambi’s
Cricket Country. From the late 1870s, the
Parsis, who were the first to become exp-
ert cricketers, began to win against Eng-
lish clubs in Bombay. After the English
66th Regiment lost to Parsi Cricket Club
in 1877, the “defeated soldiers lashed out
atthe Parsispectators” by “wielding their
belts”. The Parsi and other Indian com-
munities savoured such victories as
nationalistic wins, feeling “equal, if not
superior” to the English.

As Parsi domination continued, domes-

- feeoalks Prashant Kidambi
] Gricket Gountry: The Untold History of the First All India Team | Penguin | 446 pages | Rs 599

tic cricket evolved on communal lines
with the emergence of Hindu Gymkhana
and Islam Gymkhana in Bombay. Com-
rrunal tensions were visible when these
t::ams played each other, and were inter-
spersed with nationalism when one of
them won against an English team. Many
felt that the 1911 tour would enhance fee-
lings of Indian-ness, and dilute commu-
naldisharmony. A letter writer remarked,
“In an eleven consisting of Hindus, Parsis,
and Moslems, each one will instinctively
feel that he is an Indian first, and a mem-

Communal tensions were
visible when the religion-
based teams played each
i+ other. Many felt the 1011
' tour would enhance
Indian-ness and d'ute
communal disharmony.

ber of their race afterwa: Js.”

Within the religious aivide, caste and
class played adefiniterole. Kidambin *2s
that the educated micddle class an i the
elite (including Indian and princes) were
the “principal adherents of the gaine”,
Educational institutions that impaited
Western teaching popularised cricket too.
This explains why more than half of the
1911 team hailed from Bombay, which had
an “extraordinarily dense networ’. of
(British-style) institutions”. Given su-h
roots,itwas almostlogical for the germei
become a prism through which “Hind»

BP UV\"S

daloo Spun it Square

The first cricket tour of England by an Indian team in 1911 reflected the
zeitgeist—the constrasting pulls of nationalism and religious/caste identities

society was forced to reassess the insidi-
ous effects of the caste system”.

At the heart of this caste debate was one
of the country’s best cricketers, Baloo
Bahaji Palwankar, a Dalit spinner, and his
two cricketer brothers, Shivram and
Vithal. The fact that these untouchables
played for the Hindu and Indian teams
illustrated the “progress that had been
made inthe cause of Hindusocial reform”.
For critics, it highlighted the “deep-roo-
ted caste prejudices that defined Baloo’s
longcricketing carver”, Initially, his team
memberswouldn’ eat with him. Only the
efforts of the Eny.ish, who appreciated
his skills, and intense public criticism,
forced his entry into 1 e Hindu team.

Princely politics vas enmeshed with
cricket when the In-lian Rajas realised its.
benefits. This was epitomised by Ranjit-
sinhji, who became the Nawab of Nawa-
nagar only because of his legendary
exploits in England. The captain of the
1911 side, Bhupinder Singh, initially rf-
used to travel, but changed his mind. The
reason: his belief that through cricket, he
could reach out to British officials in Eng-
land, who could overrule their of icers in
India, who were apprehensive about the
Raja’s character and ability to rule. Singh
hardly played cricket on tour and success-
fully networked with key bureaucrats.

From the beginning, cormmercialism

went hand-in-hand with cricket. The
1911 team was partly financed by the Tata
Group, which funded Mal atma Gandhi’s
struggles in South Africa : nd the Indian
nationalist movement. Araong the earli-
er Parsi patrons were businessmen like
Cowasjee Jehangir Readymoney. Hin-
dus and Muslims had iheir backers—
Gujarati traders and Khoja entrepre-
neurs. The English aristocracy hosted
the 1911 team and the earlier all-Parsi
teams that travelled to England. British
governors, soldiers, journalists and pub-
licists pusl ed for the 1911 tour. In ess-
ence, the first all-Indian team marked
the culmination of several social, politi-
cal, economic, and cultural factors. [l
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Recent  discourse on  Teacher
Education in India has been greatly
emphasising on developing ‘reflective
teachers’ and observing ‘reflective
practice as the central aim of Teacher
FEducation’  (National  Curriculum
Framework for Teacher Iducation
2010, p. 19). Further, recent studies
on Teacher Education in India have
also pointed towards what has to
be done and why it has to be done.
However, no study has elaborated
upon how it can be attained. The
book, The Reflective Teacher: Case
Studies of Action Research written by
Dr Neeraja Raghavan begins to fill
this void in the Indian context.
Situating her work in the frame of
" action research, the author proposes

reflective  thinking’” which helps

teachers in reviewing and improving

“their practice in the light of evidence

and changed values related to the
practice.
the action research undertaken by
teachers at the Azim Premji School
in Uttarakhand, under the guidance
of facilitators from the Azim Premji
Foundation.

The book is divided into three
main sections—the first
discusses the broad
disposition around
research method’ and
Through a detailed theoretical
discussion and research-based
studies, relationship between action
research and reflection has been

section
theoretical
the ‘action
‘reflection’.

The book is a pfoduct of
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The Reflective Teacher: Case Studies of Action Research

established and rationalised in this
section. It also discusses in detail the
aims and setting of the study, and
a ‘snapshot’ of the teachers involved.
The second section is based on the
detailed field data which includes a
range of sources like the facilitators’
diary, teachers’ plans, field notes,
learning, reflective journals, etc. The
third part of the book provides an
in-depth analysis of the teachers’
action research documents and
classroom observations with the
theoretical linkages (especially with
Dewey’s and Schon’s work). The
author provides around 60 pages
of analysis of the overall process of
action research and its outcome,
in the form of developed reflective
practice in the concerned teachers.
The author has tried to develop and
explore reflective thinking in teachers
through ‘action research’, where
they have to find out one problemy
related to their teaching method
or approach and then accordingly,
plan, develop strategies, take actions,
assess, reflect and document the
processes and critical issues. A total
of seven action research problems
are identified by nine teachers in
the area of reading-writing, scientific
observation, place value, etc. The
author has provided details of the
action research and discussed them
at great length, emphasising the
importance of understanding various
practices in the field.
The teachers have recognised the
importance of thinking, planning,
reflecting and responding to the

123

problems occurred during the action
research and reflection writing and
documentaticn. It is observed that
with the process of appropriate
documentaticn of action research,
the quality oi reflection has increased
considerably. The author discusses
that ‘... Mohit (a teacher) acknowledged
an increased sensitivity to students
whose mother tongue is not Hindi
and realised how he may well have
assumed that their silence earlier was
indicative of iznorance’, and ‘his action
research resulted in acknowledging
(and questioning) the prevalent bias
towards written and spoken means of
expression’ (. 213). Thus, his action
research experience forced himto revisit
and dismise this belief. Discussing -
another exaraple, she wrote, ‘Madan’s
(another teacher) changed practice of
using the coinbination of phonetic and
Whole Language Approach resulted
from his questioning the efficacy of a
single approach to teaching language’
(p. 206). The author also emphasised
in the book that teachers mentioned
that now the focus of their discussion,
planning and reflection has changed
from what the teacher is teaching to
what the children are learning (p. 130).
The book emphasises that if
teachers aire supported and given
enough confidence in carrying out
research-based inquiries, they tend
to express their keenness to change
their beliefs and adapt to new
teaching methods (irrespective of their
multiple years of experience). To be
a reflective practitioner, this support
is essentially needed, and hence,
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availability, quality, arpropriatencsg
and sufﬁcjency of ihe feedback
given by the facilitator OT mentor gre
significant, However, this bool does
not discuss in depth what Particulay
kind of Support is equired apg how
feachers Were suppo;p ‘ed by their
mentor. This book is 4 fund_amental
step towards unders fanding  the
Culture of reflective Practice ag gp
e8sentigl CoOmponent of professiong]
learning and Securing the future of
quality education ip India. The book
is quite useful for Teacher Educatorg
who are interested i assisting

Nov&mber 2018

and Lmderstanding the Process of
reflection in teachers (those whe are
] teachers i
becoming reflective Practitioners 4t
both Pre-service angd In-serviee level)
as well as for Tesearchers whg can
use it gg reference jn deveioping tools
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