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INTRODUCTION

Book Reviews aims to identify the books published recently on all the subjects relevant
to NCERT.

Book Reviews have been selected from Learned Periodicals & Newspapers received in

LDD during the month of July 2021 to September 2021

Book Reviews are arranged under broad Subject Headings. Details about the Author,
Title, Place of Publication, Name of Publisher, Year, Pages, Price, ISBN followed by analytical
review with exact reference to periodicals in which reviewed appeared. It will be our endeavour
to bring out this Book Selection Reference Tool.

Book Reviews will be useful to our faculty members in selecting / recommending
relevant books for our library and also to keep abreast of latest publications in their
specialization.

We eagerly await to receive your views and comments.

Head, LDD
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sust memoirs: it consists of reflections

1 1 37
cords that will

T is more than an auto-

biography. It is an auto-
biography plus reflections
of a multifaceted personal-
ity, reflections of interest
and benefit not only to his
generation but also to the
younger generation, and to
posterity. We live in an age
where history is either set
aside or rewritten by
pseudo-historians who
have an axe to grind.

Ithas been said that life
is lived forward, but writ-
ten backwards. Many
people find it rather diffi-
cult to recall the past with
reasonable accuracy. Our
author is exceptionally gif-
ted in this regard, and
hindsight plays little role in
his narration, or assess-
ment, of events that
happened over five or six
decades ago, events of im-
portance to India and to
the world at large.

He is far from ego-
centric and can almost ef-
fortlessly see the big
picture. The only effort he
puts in is his vast, almost

omnivorous, reading on
themes of his choice.

lices of history
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RECOLLECTIONS OF A LIFE

Many a Happy Accident is
a brilliant choice. M.
Hamid Ansari was keen to
follow an academic career.
His father insisted that he
should the write the civil
services examinations.
Hamid Ansari did not
agree. Finally, his father
asked Professor Mo-
hammed Habib to talk to
his young student and it
worked.
By then Hamid Ansari
had got a fellowship from

By Many a Happy
Accident

Recollections of a
Life

By M. Hamid Ansari
Rupa Publications
India Pvt. Ltd, 2021
Pages: 369

Price: Rs.795

even earlier. Hamid Ansari
was attracted to a girl a year
his senior while studying at
Aligarh University. As he
did not get a chance to talk
to her, he wrote a letter
with a quotation from Aris-
totle. There was no re-
sponse and Hamid Ansari
says that his fancy “seemed
to vanish quickly!” That he
could not get a chance to
talk to her might surprise
the young reader. And his
quoting  Aristotle even

istration on June 1, 1961. A
few days before leaving
Delhi to Mussoorie he was
told that there was a slot
free in the Indian Foreign
Service as a selected officer
wanted a change. He took
the slot. “This incidental
happening decided the
course of my life for the
next 37 years.” The reader
might ask: Why only 37
years?

Hamid Ansari’s first
posting was to Algeria.
There was delay owing to
technical reasons that had
nothing to do with fhim.
His posting was diverted to
Baghdad where a kindly
fate wanted him to meet
Salma Kazmi, who, un-
known to herself, was wait-
ing for him.

We conclude that the
title is historically most
appropriate.

Hamid Ansari was
born in Calcutta (now
Kolkata) on April 1, 1937.
His father, Mohammed
Abdul Aziz Ansari, was res-
ident director of an insur-

ance company. While
studying at  Aligarh,

day saw the
ment. This
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day saw the Khilafat move-
ment. This is the merit of
this book. It gives slices of
history, valuable to all
readers, even more so for
the younger ones.

The author takes us to
his various postings. Iraq,
Morocco and Saudi Arabia
were followed by a posting
back to the headquarters
as Deputy Secretary in the
WANA (West Asia and
North Africa Division).
The next posting was Brus-
sels. Hamid Ansari, the
bibliophile, decided to
store books in two big steel
trunks in the basement of
the South Block. He
promptly got a receipt,
only to discover later that
the basement was suscept-
ible to flooding in the rainy
season. He recovered only
“a pile of soiled paper!”

If  Afghanistan a
‘happy accident’ occurred.
On March 6, 1989, 10
minutes after Hamid An-
sari left his residence for
the office, a bomb landed
in the garden “and its im-
pact blew away the facade
and the first floor of the

house”.
The book has evocative
photographs, starting

from a family photograph
in Shimla (1947-48). The
damaged study at the res-
idence where Hamid An-
sari might have been when
the bomb fell is also among
the photographs. They add
much value to the book.
Hamid Ansari, 39, was
posted as Ambassador to
the United Arab Emirates.
A friendly Indian tele-
phone supervisor alerted
him one morning in
November 1979 about an
‘anusual’ telephone black-
out in Saudi Arabia.
Hamid Ansari informed
Secretary Romesh
Bhandari in the Ministry.
That was the first indica-

tion of the occupation of
the Grand Mosque by Is-
lamic students. The reader
gets an idea of how a good
Ambassador collects cru-
cial information.

There are more stories
about Hamid Ansari as
Chief of Protocol, and as
Head of Mission to Aus-
tralia, Afghanistan, Iran,
Saudi Arabia and the
United Nations. This re-
viewer does not wish to
spoil the joy of discovery by
the reader.

ACADEMIC CAREER
The first four chapters take
us to the end of the foreign
service career. Hamid An-
sari gets back to his first
love, the academic career.
He taught at Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU),
wrote articles for scholarly
journals, and also served as
Vice Chancellor of the uni-
versity where he studied.

Another window
opened—the author might
consider it as ‘a happy acci-
dent’ though he does not
say it in so many words—
when Sonia Gandhi, chair-
person of the United Pro-
gressive Alliance (UPA),
asked him to become
Chairman of the National
Commission for Minorit-
ies. This was in 2006.

A -year later, when
Hamid Ansari was at the
India International Centre
he got a call from Prime
Minister Manmohan
Singh, who said that he
was with Sonia Gandhi.
They wanted him to be the
UPA’s vice presidential
candidate.

Chapters 6 and 7 deal
with his two terms as Vice
President. There is a lot in
these two chapters that
will serve as source mater-
ial for historians.

In July 2010, two
newspapers carried a story

about a right-wing organ-
isation’s plot to assassinate
the Vice President of India.
Hamid Ansari got no offi-
cial communication even
as the report was not
denied.

AS VICE PRESIDENT
President Barack Obama
was the chief guest at the
2015 Republic Day. When
the military parade began,
President Pranab
Mukherjee took the salute
by raising his right hand.
The Prime Minister and
the Defence Minister, per-
haps not properly briefed,
also raised their hands in
salute. A section of the me-
dia faulted Hamid Ansari
for disrespecting the na-
tional flag. They did not
know that as per protocol
the President alone takes
the salute on such an
occasion.

International Yoga
Day was celebrated on
June 21, 2015, with the
Prime Minister personally
participating. Hamid An-
sari, not invited, was ab-
sent. In any case, if the
Prime Minister is the chief
guest at a function anyone
above him in protocol will
not be invited. However, a
ranking member of the
ruling  party faulted
Hamid Ansari for his
absence.

Obviously, as a post-
ing, the 10 years as Vice
President was the longest.
Hamid Ansari visited
many countries, including
the ones where he was pos-
ted.

The eighth chapter is
meaningfully titled “Away
from Routine” and the last,
the ninth, is about the fam-
ily.

The reader will feel en-
riched as she finishes the
book.

This reviewer has a re-

quest in the interest of his-
toriography and posterity.
Hamid Ansari made
speeches on a variety of
subjects of enduring im-
portance after retiring
from the foreign service,
especially during the 10
years as the Vice President,
and even after he ceased to
hold that office. The book
does refer to these
speeches. They should be
organisd theme-wise and
published.

Hamid Ansari loves
poetry. The book is rich in
quotes.

This reviewer takes the
liberty of quoting only two,
one at the beginning and
the other at the end.

Manzoor hai
guzaarish-e-ahwal-e-

waaqaee

Apna bayan husn-e-
tabiat nahin mughe

(True expression of ex-
perience is what I really
seek

I do not care to display
my skill at speech)

The chapter 8 “Away
from Routine” starts with
the lines:

Freedom has a thou-
sand charms to show

That slaves, however
contended, never know.

This reviewer cannot
resist adding a quote from
a famous writer intimately
linked to India:

“If you can walk with
the crowd and keep your
virtue, or walk with Kings
nor lose the common
touch; If neither foes nor
loving friends can hurt
you; If all men count with
you, but none too much; If
you can fill the unforgiving
minute with 60 seconds
worth of distance run,
Yours is the earth and
everything that's in it....”

We have a right to ex-
pect more books from this
singularly gifted author. CJ
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S Iread the preface

by Gopalkrishna

Gandhi to Restless
as Mercury: My Life As A
Young Man, 1 was re-
minded of what his elder
brother and professor of
philosophy Ramchandra
Gandhi told me 30 years
ago. Back in 1991, we were
working together to make
Jagran aur Gavahi: Tees
Janvari, a documentary

on the significance of
Gandhi’s martyrdom.
While we were going

through the original foot-
age on the editing table,
Ramchandra Gandhi said
to me: “These frames [of
the original footage] are
like Gandhiji’s ashes, let us
be very careful in working
with them.” Gopalkrishna
Gandhi writes in the* pre-
face: “Original’ footage,
howsoever grainy, jerky,
starting and  ending
without notice, has the
ring of truth. It is the
‘thing’ itself, not an image
of it.”

While this book brings
together Mohandas Kara-
mchand Gandhi'’s autobio-
graphy, The Story of My
Experiments with Truth
and autobiographical ob-
servations from the Collec-
ted Works of Mahatma
Gandhi (CWMG), the doc-
umentary took a Brechtian

A new and close look at the fiy

break to contemporary
times. It foresaw the de-
struction of the Babri
Masjid a year down the
line in December 1992 and
the resurrection of divisive
politics within the country,
and also visualised the re-
surgence of Gandhi’s ideas
abroad.

Both the book and the
documentary tell a story
“for the sole reason that a
story as first told is not a
story, it is reality”. But the
documentary, before it was
premiered on Doordar-
shan, the sole television
network then, on January
30, 1992, faced cuts from
the censors of the govern-
ment channel. Rather than
make the cuts, we decided
to reshoot a part of the

Gandhi revisited

Restless as Mercury

My life as a young
man

By Mohandas
Karamchand Gandhi

Edited by
Gopalkrishna Gandhi

Aleph, 2021

Pages: 377
Price: Rs.999

opening sequence. Also,
both are products of the
synergy of Gandhi’s “grow-
ing family, biological and
ideological”. The book
made me recall Vithalbhai
Jhaveri’s five-hour-long
film Mahatma, which I
saw in 1969, Gandhi’s cen-
tenary year, and the trans-
formative impact it had on
me as a student of Class 9.
The idea of this book
came from Carnatic maes-
tro and Magsaysay award-
winner T.M. Krishna. Go-
palkrishna Gandhi writes
that one day, Krishna
asked him, out of the blue:
“Gopal, why don’t you do a
new autobiography of
Gandhi?” Thinking that he
had misheard Krishna,
Gopalkrishna Gandhi

st 44 years of Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi’s life, ingeniously reconstructed from his The Story of My
Experiments with Truth, twelve volumes of Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi and the narratives of five of Gandhi’s
contemporaries. 8Y SUHAS BORKER

said: “You mean a new bio-

graphy, right?” “No,”
Krishna replied, “I mean a
new autobiography...”

Krishna wanted the new
book to put together what
Gandhi had said, in his
own words, about his life’s
journey, his family life and
his public persona, but
“outside” The Story of My
Experiments with Truth,
which he thought was too
brief. So Restless as Mer-
cury was born, taking its
title from what Gandhi’s
elder sister Raliyatben
called her kid brother
Moniya: “Para jevo chan-
chala”, Gujarati for “one
could not sit still even for a
little while”.

NEW GENRE

OF AUTOBIOGRAPHY
This time, Krishna—who
has been called an “urban
Naxal” and “converted
bigot” by the Goebbelsian
troll factories of the saffron
brigade, and who has even
faced the cancellation of
his concert in New Delhi
by the powers that be in
November 2018, even as
the concert itself was re-
surrected the next day in
another space and hailed
as a celebration of demo-
cracy—cannot be faulted
by any sane person for hav-
ing helped develop a new
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genre: the three-dimen-

sional
autobiography.

The three dimensions
of this new genre are the
original autobiography by
the subject, contextual
writing outside of the auto-
biography by the subject
and the subject’s experi-
ences as narrated by the
subject to contemporaries
or observed independently
by contemporaries. The
credit for Gopalkrishna
Gandhi’s efforts having
fructified so well in this
new genre of writing must
go to the monumental and
priceless collection of
CWMG, which runs into a
hundred volumes and is
now available online on
the Gandhi Heritage
Portal.

Gopalkrishna Gandhi
has a1§0 sourced his mater-
ial from the narratives of
five contemporaries of
Gandhi: his first bio-
grapher, Joseph J. Doke;
his close associate Millie
Polak, Christian feminist
Scotswoman and author of
Mr Gandhi: The Man; his
two secretaries, Mahadev
Desai and Pyarelal; and
Gandhi’s grand-nephew
Prabhudas  Chhaganlal
Gandhi, the youngest of
the sources.

The book covers the
period from 1869 to 1914,
from the time of Gandhi’s
birth in Porbandar to the
time he finally departed
Cape Town, South Africa,
on SS Kinfauns Castle on
July 18, 1914, for London
en route India. The con-
tents are divided into six
books. Book I deals with
Gandhi’s first 19 years
from 1869 to 1888; Book I1
looks at the next eight
years from 1888 to 1896
when Gandhi was in Eng-
land to study law, returned
to Rajkot and then moved

edited

to South Africa to practice
law; Book III draws us to
Gandhi in South Africa
from 1896 to 1908, a
period of 12 years when
Gandhi was engaged with
the rights struggle of Indi-
ans in South Africa, and
which saw his first
satyagraha on September
11,1906, in Johannesburg;
Book IV takes a close view
0f1909, a momentous year
for Gandhi, who visited
England to mobilise sup-
port for the struggle in
South Africa; Book V sees
Gandhi’s struggle intensi-
fying in South Africa dur-
ing 1910-1913; and Book
VI spans 1913-1914, when
Gandhi’s satyagraha de-
mands were conceded to
and he planned to return
to India.

This is like a ringside
view of the first 45 years of
Gandbhi’s life unfurled on a
wide-angle screen. Nelson
Mandela memorably said:
“You gave us Mohandas;
we returned him to you as
Mahatma Gandhi.” Each
of the six ‘Books’ is accom-
panied by an appropriate
chronological photograph:
a portrait of Gandhi’s
father Karamchand
(Kaba) Gandhi; a photo-
graph of the Houses of
Parliament in London; the
Gandhi family portrait:
Kasturba with her sons
and Gandhi’s nephew,
though Gandhi himself is
missing; a portrait of Dad-
abhai Naoroji; a photo-
graph of the march
crossing into the Trans-
vaal; and a portrait of

Gandhi during the
satyagraha of 1914.
Butthereisno place for

cinematic licence. We are
“revisiting” the first four
parts of the five-part ori-
ginal autobiography, en-
riched by twelve volumes
of CWMG@G and the narrat-

ives of five contemporar-
ies. We are offered a new
and close look at the saga
of Gandhi's struggle
through value additions of
depth, tone and colour,
without the artificiality ofa
remake, coming though as
the book does in 2021, 96
years after The Story of My
Experiments with Truth
was originally published in
1925.

GLIMPSES

OF FAMILY LIFE

The book gives the readers
an intimate glimpse of
Gandhi’s family life. In' Au-
gust 1888, Gandhi took
leave of his wife Kasturba
(referred as Kastur in the
book) to go to England to
become a Barrister: “I
went to see her and stood
like a dumb statue for a
moment. I kissed her, and
she said, ‘Don’t go’. What
followed I need not de-
scribe. With my mother’s
leave, and leaving my wife
and our son (Harilal), buta
few months’ old, I left Ra-
jkot that day for Bombay”
(page 36). Of his mother,
Gandhi writes: “Never did
I see any frivolity in her or
interest in the pleasures of
life, nor any recourse to
beauty aids” (page 12).
Gandhi writes about the
death of his mother: “She
died at the early age of
forty” (page 13). Go-
palkrishna Gandhi offers a
correction in a footnote:
“This is incorrect; she was
nearing fifty at the time of
her death.”

Gandhi describes in
graphic detail how his
Modh Vania caste com-
munity in Bombay tried its
best to prevent him from
going to England to study
law and how finally he was
declared an “outcaste”.
But, Gandhi writes, “this
boycott made no impres-

sion on me.” He bought
some clothes in Bombay,
some he liked and some he
did not: “The necktie
which I delighted in wear-
ing later, I then abhorred.
The short jacket I looked
upon as an attire that
mimicked nakedness”
(page-37).

There is an interesting
exchange between Gandhi
and his close associate
Hermann Kallenbach in
June 1908 that is note-
worthy because it is a re-
curring theme in Gandhi’s
later life. Kallenbach is
concerned that Gandhi is
getting involved in “do-
mestic trifles” when he
should be thinking of his
imminent meeting with
General Smuts. “No, these
little things are to me of as
much importance as the
big ones. They touch the
very core of our life and
truth is one whole, it has no
compartments” (page
182). A scene from Richard
Attenborough’s 1982 film,
Gandhi; captured this
ethos brilliantly. In the
film, Gandhi abruptly gets
up to leave a special Con-
gress party meeting con-
vened at  Sabarmati
Ashram. “Where are you
going?” Jawaharlal Nehru
asks him. “To apply hot
mud pack to the sprained
ankle of my goat,” Gandhi
replies. For him, the health
of the goat was as import-
ant as national politics.

Even as Gandhi is busy
with the struggle for the
rights of Indians in South
Africa, he keeps a keen eye
on developments in India.
He condemns violence and
attacks on Englishmen
and women in India in In-
dian  Opinion  (bomb
thrown by Khudiram Bose,
Muzaffarpur, Bihar, April
30, 1908) (page 180).

But there are some si-
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lences. Gandhi arrived in
London on July 10, 1909,
just nine days after Madan
Lal Dhingra, a young In-
dian student, assassinated
Sir W.H. Curzon-Wyllie,
political aide-de-camp to
John Morley, Secretary of
State for India. Gandhi
vehemently condemned
the assassination and cas-
tigated Dhingra. Gandhi
said: “Those who incited
him to this act will be
called to account in God’s
court and are also guilty in
the eyes of the world” (page
220). Dhingra was ex-
ecuted on August 17, 1909.

AFEW OMISSIONS

A little more than two
months later, on October
24, 1909, Gandhi and
Vinayak Damodar Sav-
arkar shared the dais at a
function to commemorate
Vijaya Dashami organised
by the Indian community
in London. By then, the In-
dian community in Lon-
don as well as the British
Police were aware that
Savarkar had “inspired
Dhingra’s admiration in
the cult of assassination”.
Although Gandhi men-
tions the Vijaya Dashami
event, along with the fact
that Savarkar “delivered a
spirited speech on the
great excellence of the
Ramayana”, there is si-
lence on Dhingra’s Sav-
arkar connection (CWMG,
Volume 9, pages 498-499).
M. Asaf Ali, later to emerge

as freedom fighter and
Congress leader, who was
in the audience that day,
vividly mentions this event
in his memoirs, though the
date mentioned is incor-
rect. (M. Asaf Ali’s Mem-
oirs: The Emergence of
Modern India by G.N.S.
Raghavan, page 70.)

On the way back to
South Africa on SS Kil-
donan Castle (November
13-30, 1909), while pen-
ning his thoughts on the
subject of Indian Home
Rule, Gandhi sternly cas-
tigated the propounders of
the cult of assassination in
his exchange between the
Reader and the Editor:
“..It is a cowardly thought,
that of Kkilling others.
Whom do you suppose to
free by assassination?...
Those who believe that In-
dia has gained by Dhin-
gra’s act and other similar
acts in India make a seri-
ous mistake. Dhingra was
a patriot, but his love was
blind. He gave his bodyin a
wrong way; its ultimate
result can only be mis-
chievous” (page 226).

Gopalkrishna Gandhi
gives the Gandhi-Savarkar
meeting of October 24,
1909 a complete miss in
Book IV, which is devoted
to the year 1909 and con-
sists of 69 pages. This omis-
sion is all the more glaring
because Dhingra’s hit rep-
resents the first success of
Savarkar’s cult of assassin-
ation as if it were a dry run

stless as Mercury”

n ingenuous,

creative

for assassinations planned
for the future. It is also
poignant, as 39 years later,
on May 24, 1948, nine per-
sons, including the assassin
Nathuram Vinayak Godse
and Vinayak Damodar Sav-
arkar, were arraigned on
Gandhi’s assassination. All,
except Savarkar, were con-
victed and sentenced, and
two among them, Godse
and Narayan Dattatraya
Apte, were sent to the gal-
lows. Later, on appeal in
the High Court, two more
of the convicted conspirat-
ors were acquitted. More
than 18 years after Gandhi’s
assassination and eight
months after Savarkar’s
death, the Government of
India set up the Justice
Kapur commission in
November 1966 to probe
Gandhi’s assassination
which concluded: .. facts
taken together were de-
structive of any theory
other than the conspiracy
to murder by Savarkar and
his group.”

There is an uncanny
and eerie replication of the
1909 assassination in the
1948  assassination of
Gandhi, and the figure of
Savarkar lurks in the back-
ground of both.

On July 1, 1909,
Madan Lal Dhingra assas-
sinated Sir W.H. Curzon-
Whyllie at the Imperial In-
stitute, South Kensington,
London, firing five shots
from a Colt’s automatic
magazine pistol at point-
blank range on Curzon-
Wyllie's face. Before the as-
sassination, Dhingra prac-
tised using the pistol at a
shooting range at 92, Tot-
tenham  Court Road,
London.

On January 30, 1948,
Nathuram Vinayak Godse
assassinated Gandhi at
Birla House, Albuquerque
Road, New Delhi, firing

three shots from a 9-mm
Beretta Model 1934 semi-
automatic pistol at point-
blank range into his chest.
Before the assassination,
Godse practised using the
pistol in the jungle behind
Reading Road, New Delhi.

Another event that is
overlooked is Gandhi’s
condemnation - of the
bomb attack on Viceroy
Lord Hardinge in Delhi on
December 23, 1912.
Gandhi condemned the
murderous attack in no
uncertain terms in the
columns of the Indian
Opinion on December 28,
1912. He wrote: “We as In-
dians deplore that this ne-
farious institution of
cold-blooded Satanic
murder should find its vo-
taries in India.... The idea
of securing independence
by assassination is chimer-
ical” (CWMG, Volume 11,
page 361).

Interestingly, although
Rash Behari Bose, who is
alleged to have thrown the
bomb, escaped, the two
freedom fighters, Amir
Chand and Avadh Bihari,
who were arrested and
hanged on May 8, 1915 for
this attack, were students
of St. Stephen’s College,
Delhi. It was St. Stephens
which hosted Gandhi on
his return to India from
April to 14, 1915, and
where Gopalkrishna
Gandhi (and his elder
brothers, Rajmohan and
Ramchandra) studied. In-
triguingly, Amir Chand
‘was the tutor and mentor
of Raghubir Singh, who
founded Modern School,
New Delhi in 1920 in re-
sponse to Gandhi’s call to
start Indian schools. Mod-
ern School, which Gandhi
later visited on January 13,
1935, is where Go-

palkrishna Gandhi and his

siblings studied.
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1910: Gandhi and Hermann Kallenbach (middle row, centre] at Tolstoy Farm,

PG TIR S e

South Africa. Tolstoy Farm was the first ashram Gandhi initiated during his

South African movement.
|

Another episode
missed out in the book
would have brought the
sublime human touch
Gandhi possessed to the
fore (CWMG, Volume 96,
pages 1-2). This is about
how Gandhi brought to-
gether in matrimony the
young British couple Millie
Graham Downs and Henry
Polak, both of whom be-
came his close associates in
the struggle in South Africa.
This omission is a little dif-
ficult to comprehend as
Millie Polak’s Mr Gandha:
The Man is one of the
sources of Gopalkrishna
Gandhi’s book.

I must close with the
preface to the book as I
began with it. In his pre-
face, Gopalkrishna Gandhi
asks: “Why did Gandhi not
concern himself with the
cause of South Africa’s ma-
jority, its African popula-
tion?” Undoubtedly,
Gandhi was sharply fo-
cussed on the struggle of
Indians in South Africa

and their rights as British
subjects. Gopal Gandhi
also mentions that Gandhi
used racist phrases such as
“kaffir” (infidel) to de-
scribe the African people,
which “jar”. If this is ex-
amined contextually, as
Nelson Mandela urges us
to do, Gandhi gets the be-
nefit of the doubt. “Insens-
itive vocabulary” was used
at that time in South Africa
even by the African
majority.

But there is something
more revealing in a foot-
note (page 325) on how
John Dube, first president
general of the South
African Native National
Congress (later the African
National Congress) said in
an interview to Reverend
W. Pearson in 1914 that he
was “amazed” by the non-
violence and forbearance
with which Indians faced
police brutalities, and by
their love for Gandhi. The
footnote reads: “Dube
thought Gandhi had

tapped a vein in the Indian
character that he was not
sure existed in the Afric-
ans, who would hit back
recklessly, in a comparable
situation.” This was when
Dube recalled what he had
witnessed near Phoenix
station during the Indians’

campaign in November
1913.
The book is marred by

a few typos—“east” re-
places “least” (page 254)
and “patron” becomes
“pattern” (page 263)—as if
to prove that computer
spell-checks cannot re-
place manual
proofreading.

Herbert John Glad-
stone, the youngest son of
Prime Minister William
Ewart Gladstone and the
first Governor General of
the Union of South Africa
from 1910 to 1914, found
Gandhi to be a rather enig-
matic personality. In a re-
port to Lewis Vernon
Harcourt, Secretary of
State for the Colonies,

AFP PHOTO / SOTHEBY'S

(ladstone wrote: ‘1t is no
easy task for a European to
conduct negotiations with
Mr Gandhi. The workings
of his conscience are in-
scrutable to the occidental
mind and produce com-
plications in wholly unex-
pected places. His ethical
and intellectual attitude,
based as it appears to be on
a curious compound of
mysticism and astuteness,
baffles the ordinary pro-
cesses of thought” (page
327):

When Jawaharlal
Nehru was writing his
Foreword to the first
volume of the CWMG, in
December 1957, he was in
Darjeeling. Nehru wrote:
“I write this from Darjeel-
ing with the mighty
Kinchinjunga [variant of
Kangchenjunga used in
1950s] looking down
upon us. This morning I
had a glimpse of Everest.
It seemed to me that there
was about Gandhiji some-
thing of the calm strength
and the timelessness of
the Everest and the
Kinchinjunga.”

Restless as Mercury is
an ingenuous creative
process of reconstruction
that reflects something of
the “calm strength and
the timelessness” of the
saga of the life and
struggles of Gandhi. We
now eagerly await Part
Two of this creative re-
constructed autobio-
graphy covering the
period 1914-1948, which
will complete the story of
Gandhi’s tryst with his-
tory. .Collective memor-
ies of the nation have to
be preserved for future
generations. i
Suhas Borker is Editor,
Citizens First TV (CFTV)
and Convener, Working
Group on Alternative
Strategies, New Delh.
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REINING
I'TIN

While fictionalising the life of Ashoka
the Great, not once does Irwin Allan
Sealy forsake restraint. This can be both

delightful and frustrating <%

ASOCA
A Sutra
by Irwin Allan Sealy
PENGUIN VIKING
7699; 392 pages

There is a classic clip

out there of Ian McKel-
len rehearsing Hamlet’s
deadly soliloquy, “To

be or not to be”. Itis an
actor’s nightmal'e, aset
of lines so familiar that
there is a distinct pos-
sibility that, pretty soon,
most audiences will start
intoning the rubbed-
down words and phrases
along with the hapless
actor. It takes an actor
of McKellen’s calibre to
make those words sound
fresh, as if being heard for
the first time, rich with
nuance and insight. Itis a
challenge that Irwin Al-
lan Sealy will recognise.
Ashoka’s conversion to
Buddhism after the car-
nage of the Kalinga War
must be one of the most
famous conversions in
the history of the world.
Every schoolchild knows
about it—but beyond
that, all we know is that
Ashoka was “Great”. The
Rock Edicts, preaching
tolerance and harmony,
lie scattered and practi-
cally forgotten all over
this heedless land. For
the rest, there are only
caricatures—the gran-
deur of Chandragupta
Maurya—here, Grand-
father—and the cunning
of the incredibly durable

Kautilya, author of the
ur-Machiavellian text,
the Arthashastra—Uncle
K. But beyond that, un-
like Marguerite Your-
cenar writing the Mem-
owrs of Hadrian, or Hilary
Mantel reimagining the
villainous Cromwell,
Sealy has significantly
less historical material
to rely upon. Even the
Mauryan background

is relatively sketch-

ily known, compared to
Rome, or Tudor Britain.
Itis all to be done.

Sealy holds a some-
what anomalous position
in the pantheon—al-
ready!—of Indo-Anglian
fiction. His Trotternama
was practically a foun-
dational text of the new
magic realism—head-
to-head with Midnight’s
Children. The Everest
Hotel was a sombre med-
itation on mortality—and
appeared on the Booker
shortlist for 1998. Over
three decades, there has
been a steady stream of
serious, considered works
in a variety of genres.
But for all that, Sealy
occupies a quiet niche,
away from the spotlight,
squirrelling away in his
Dehradun retreat. And
surfaces from time to
time with texts that bear
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his unique signature.

First, there is the lan-
guage, the perfectly poised
sentences, the meticulously
chosen words, the stately
decorous prose, ever mindful
of the majesty of'its subject.

I was put in mind of a fine
jeweller, of engraved silver—
but perhaps it is something
of the lapidary quality of the
Edicts that has seeped into
the prose. Snch a sustained
linguistic performance is a
rare pleasure in Indo-Angli-
an writing, where
much of the
delight is often
the unintended
consequence

of linguistic
infelic-
ity—and for
that, one is duly
grateful.

But I am not sure
if that is sufficient to sustain
the narrative. In choosing
to narrate Asoca in the first
person, Sealy has set
himself another serious
challenge. Thus, it is a given
of the first-person narra-
tive that the narrator must
already be the person that
he becomes. This is difficult
enough in narrating a life
that goes from childhood to
maturity, but the difficulty
becomes particularly acute
when the challenge is to nar-
rate a life whose key point of
interest is a hugely momen-

tous conversion. This implies
that the person has to be
endowed with complex and
even contradictory motives,
with a self-consciousness
that is endowed with both
insight and blindness, suf-
ficient to enable and explain
the lurchings of a roller-
coaster life.
The aftermath of the
Kalinga War is, obviously,
the crux of this life—and
yet, all that we are shown
apropos the “purging” of “the
Kalinga guilt” is a
father shelling peas
with his daughter
in the winter
sun. There is
obviously an
aesthetic that
informs this he-
roic restraint, but
I can’t help think-
ing—with my taste for
melodrama—that here was
an occasion for the language
to shed its monumental qual-
ity, to rage and thunder, and
stutter and break down—and
so strike those deeper notes
that must inform such a
climactic moment. Still, to
return to McKellen’s Hamlet,
perhaps it is Sealy that has
the last laugh. His doubting
Buddhist Asoca, reminiscing
in a cave, unspooling his slow
sutra, is a far cry from the
familiar “Ashoka the Great”
of dog-eared textbooks. &
—Alok Rai

LE\SURE

Under Buddha’s
Influence

Buddhist impact on new literature

BUDDHA
IN

GANDHARA

SUNITA DWIVEDI @

PHANIGIRI
Interpreting an Ancient Buddhist ‘
Site in Telangana }
by Naman P. Ahuja (Editor) |
THE MARG FOUNDATION 1‘
%1,800; 228 pages ;
Phanigiri is Telangana's most important Buddhist |
archaeological site and this book meticulously |
catalogues its sculptures and inscriptions, built |
between the 2nd and 4th centuries AD

|
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BUDDHA IN GANDHARA
by Sunita Dwivedi
RUPA

¥795; 336 pages
The Buddhas of Bamiyan have been
desecrated, yes, but Dwivedi finds
in her travels through Pakistan and
Afghanistan more signs of Buddhist
influence—broken sculptures, even

Buddha's begging bowl

(3]

RETURN OF
THE BRAHMIN
by Ravi Shankar Etteth
WESTLAND
7399; 342 pages
What did Ashoka do after embracing
Buddhism? Compared to what

Etteth imagines, history seems all
too staid. According to this novelist,

the emperor kept busy by fighting

Khandapati, an invisible foe

AUGUST 16, 2021 | INDIA TODAY | 57
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brings to his memoir the same love for
detail that defines his scholarship
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From New Delhi to Washington, D.C.

by Kaushik Basu
SIMON & SCHUSTER INDIA
699; 384 pages
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Home in the World

WISNEROT T Nobel Prize

Amartya Sen

—

ot

tis hard to pigeonhole Amartya Sen. He nearly opted
to study physics due to his love for maths. He has
taught game theory and done mathematically-driven
abstract work on social choice. He has edited and
translated a book on Hindu philosophy written by his
late grandfather and mused at length on many philo-
sophical questions himself and worked on famines,
economic deprivation, class, gender inequalities, etc.
If you wanted to know the wellsprings of these
divergent interests, this book has some answers. The
bald facts, of course, are well-known. Sen has been a leading
economist and public intellectual since the mid-1950s, held
many academic positions and influenced public policy for de-
cades. Nevertheless, this autobiography is deeply illuminating,
Sen describes the first 85 years or so of his life in some de-
tail, and by doing so with the benefit of many years of hindsight,
he throws a spotlight on his research choices and the humanist,
rational philosophy by which he has always lived. This under-
standing comes to the reader organically even as Sen describes
milieus that have disappeared or altered beyond recognition.
The book is linear in chronology and the title derives from the
fact that Sen has multiple “homes”— places he has felt comfort-
able in. These include Santiniketan, where he was born in 1933,
and where he did most of his schooling, staying with his maternal
grandparents, while his father worked in Dhaka. (There’s a brief
description of his early childhood in Mandalay and Dhaka.)
There’s Calcutta (now Kolkata, but Sen consistently uses
the old spelling) where he studied in Presidency College (now
University), survived cancer as a teenager and returned to teach.
There’s Cambridge, more specifically Trinity Col-
lege, where he launched his glittering career and
returned decades later to serve as the first non-
British Master of that institution. There’s Massa-
chusetts, where he did a lot of research, or in his
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with him, Sen was soon reading Sanskrit with the same flu-
ency as Bengali. He refers again and again to Madhavacha-
rya, Panini, the epics and the great Buddhist tradition,
which he could also access. As he points out, it was Buddha
who changed the question from “Is there a God?” to “How
should we behave, no matter if there is a God or not?”

Kshiti Mohan was a Brahmo Samaji with a broad
non-sectarian outlook, and Santiniketan, the institution
founded by Rabindranath Tagore (also a Brahmo), was,
and remains, one of the least sexist places in academia. En-
sconced in this rural haven, living with a scholar who loved
civilised argument, Sen developed the rational, atheistic
outlook that characterises him. It was there he learnt, as he
says, that the exercise of freedom must develop alongside
the capacity to reason.

He also experienced the ravages of war (albeit at some
distance) when Calcutta was bombed. He lived through the
horrifying Bengal Famine of 194:3, though it did not affect
his family much. It was that experience that drove him
as an adult to seek out the causes of famines. It may seem
a truism now that famines are not caused by shortage of
food; they are caused when large populations lack access to
food. It was Sen’s work that clearly delineated this.

The Sen family had its share of jailbirds—uncles
and cousins locked up in preventive detention due to
their nationalist sympathies. He visited them in jail as a
young boy, accompanying his grandparents. In 1946, he
saw his fair share of the bloody communal violence that
preceded Partition.

The political awareness that developed stayed with
him, as did the dissonance between the sectarian madness
0f 1946, and his family’s long-standing relationships with
Muslim friends. During his Presidency College years, Sen
was drawn into endless addas (debates) about political
formations. The addas resumed while he was setting up
the Economics faculty at Jadavpur University. There were
other addas in Cambridge, where he engaged in debates of
all descriptions and joined political clubs.

Cambridge and later on, MIT, helped him to access
the wider world and brought his work to the notice of
The Academy. As a young man, he back-
packed extensively across Europe, doing
Italy on 20 pounds. There are some brilliant
sketches of interactions with his friends
(many of them now household names) and

words, learnt a lot of economics. There’s Delhi as
well, though the book more or less ends with his
moving to the D-School in the mid-1960s.

Sen’s grandfather, Acharya Kshiti Mohan
Sen, was a leading Sanskrit scholar, and an au-
thority on Kabir and other Bhakti poets. Living
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also a description of the judo that results
when academics with entrenched political
views clash. All presented in a charming,
gently humorous way that leaves one looking
forward to the second volume. ®
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Climate Change and the

Human Condition

ARVIND ELANGOVAN

he inimitable auteur Satyajit Ray
in one of his well-known films,
Jana Aranya (The Middleman,
1975), captures a poignant moment in a
young man’s life when he is interview-
ing for a job in a restless Calcutta in the
mid-1970s. Faced with a series of ques-
tions, such as, “what is the speed of
light?” and “who wrote Bande Mataram?”
the protagonist Somnath (played by
Pradip Mukherjee) is finally stumped by
the question “what is the weight of the
moon?” Utterly flummoxed, Somnath re-
sponds by asking, Chand-er ojon? (moon’s
weight?).! While in the immediate con-
text of the movie, Ray’s depiction of
Somnath’s incomprehension at the seem-
ingly absurd question portrays the harsh
conditions of seeking employment in a
rapidly growing Calcutta. In light of
reading Dipesh Chakrabarty’s illuminat-
ing book The Climate of History in a Plane-
tary Age, we can say that Ray unwittingly
captured the deep epistemic and philo-
sophical chasm that existed between the
worldly and the planetary, a distinction
that lies at the heart of the book. The cur-
rent crisis of climate change, Chakrabarty
argues, calls for viewing the two togeth-
er—the human-centric world that we
have created for ourselves and the plan-
etary in which the human is only an inci-
dental presence—in order to seriously
confront the challenges that climate change
poses to our conventional understand-
ing of the planet that we call ours.
Climate change, occurring mainly due
to humans having become a geological
force, has been widely recognised as one
of the major existential crises of our con-
temporary times (pp 25-26). While vari-
ous solutions have been proposed and
countries have periodically issued state-
ments to collectively combat the crisis, in
the scholarly world, few have reflected
on the impact of the science behind the
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The Climate of History in a Planetary Age
by Dipesh Chakrabarty, New Delhi: Primus Books, 2021;
pp 290,%995 (hardcover).

explanation of climate change for disci-
plines in the social sciences and humani-
ties that conventionally focused on un-
derstanding the “human condition” as it
has evolved for the last few hundred or
at best a few thousand years.2 Indeed, as
the novelist Amitav Ghosh pointed out,
climate change rarely made a significant
presence in works of fiction too, includ-
ing in his own previous works.? The na-
ture and impact of climate change, then,
remained largely invisible even as there
was an increasing recognition among
the scientific community about the dele-
terious impact of human action due to in-
creased carbon emissions, among other
causes, on earth’s atmosphere and in the
oceans (pp 24, 158).

Chakrabarty forces us to reckon with
this amnestic inertia by undertaking a
philosophical exercise to accomplish two
main tasks: first, to argue that we can no
longer focus solely on the human aspect
of our lives in exclusion to the planetary,
which includes the other life organisms
on the planet and even the longer histo-
ry of evolution of humans as a species;
second, this cognition presents a par-
ticular conceptual and philosophical co-
nundrum for the way humans believe
that life has to be lived, namely in pur-
suit of ideals, best expressed in the
American declaration of independence,
“life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness.”
From a planetary perspective, it becomes
obvious that such a pursuit by everyone on
this planet may not be sustainable; yet it
is impossible to give up the pursuit of
these ideals as well (pp 34-35, 62, 212).
Climate change thus produces a difficult
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and intractable puzzle to solve in the
modern era. The first two sections of the
book are devoted to accomplishing these
tasks. In the final section, Chakrabarty
explores some tentative ideas put for-
ward by contemporary theorists on the
indelible nature of the problem and the
book includes a postscript that recounts
a conversation between the French philos-
opher Bruno Latour and Chakrabarty on
the above-mentioned ideas. Interestingly
and understandably, there is no conclu-
sion to the book. As Chakrabarty notes,
it is a “... conclusion not yet reached in
history” (p 20). In what follows, I will
provide a brief overview of the arguments
of the book along the two points men-
tioned above. As must be clear by now, the
scale and scope of the book is immense. At
one level, it speaks about the philosophi-
cal idea of the human as it emerged in
modern political thought and at another
level it expands to include the history of
the human species, extending to the time
of the “agricultural revolution” that
occurred about 11,700 years ago (p 40)
and the history of the planet, which ex-
tends to millions and indeed billions of
years (p 166). This scale of history is equal-
ly matched by its eclectic and cross-
disciplinary scope, ranging from the po-
litical thought of Immanuel Kant, Hannah
Arendt, Karl Marx, Carl Schmitt and Bruno
Latour, to mention only a few, and geolo-
gists and scientists, such as David Archer,
Jan Zalasiewicz, and Will Steffen, among
others. Capturing the nuances and sub-
tleties of implications of different argu-
ments made in the book are impossible,
given the limitations of space here.

Cross-disciplinary Conversations
A central claim of the book is the ontic and
epistemic distinction that Chakrabarty
makes between the global and the
planetary.* For him, the global is a pro-
cess by which the modern world as we
understand it—empires, capitalism, indus-
trialisation, and decolonisation, etc—has
evolved over centuries. Here, the sus-
tainability of the human is at the core of
the enterprise; the planetary, on the
other hand refers to the earth, which
houses the humans along with countless
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other organisms, microbes, viruses, and
life-forms that are often invisible to the
human eye. Habitability, therefore, emer-
ges as a core concern in this regard. The
current crisis of climate change, then, is
a result of a collision of these two pro-
cesses of sustainability and habitability,
whereby a single-minded pursuit of anth-
ropogenic well-being at a global level
confronts the delicate ways in which the
earth system works, balancing different
forms of life in order for the human
(along with other forms of life) to exist
(pp 71-85). As Chakrabarty eloquently
describes, “the global reveals the plane-
tary” (p 207).

An exciting part of Chakrabarty’s arg-
ument is that this conceptual distinction
is based on a deep engagement with the
scientific literature that initially put for-
ward the claim of the crisis of climate
change. Works of Paul J Crutzen, Eugene
F Stoermer, David Archer, James Love-
lock, James Hansen, and Will Steffen,
among others inform Chakrabarty’s elu-
cidation. This makes his argument unique
and compelling because for the first
time, we are able to clearly perceive the
planet as a co-actor in the drama of
human life that we are so familiar with
in our disciplines in social sciences and
the humanities.5 The fault, if we may say,
of the anthropocentric world view has
been that it has conventionally evolved
and fructified around the idea that the
human was meant to conquer the earth
and master the elements as it were in the
process of the ever pursuant need to
flourish. Forgotten in this narrative was
the idea that the earth system, home to
billions of other organisms also coexisted,
which are an essential component of the
earth’s biosphere, enabling the human
to breathe and live (pp 4-5). Chakrabarty
enjoins us, then, to view the planet itself
as @ humanist category because it now
actively intervenes in our everyday life
(p 68). We thus need to be conscious of the
diverse scales of life in which we function
on a daily basis—the human scale with
all its conflicts and conundrums of every-
day, along with the scale of the human
considered as a species and as an inhabit-
ant of the biosphere whose history extends
far beyond the known human scales of
times (pp 173, 177-78). “Unearthing the

planet,” in this sense, is a vital compo-
nent of understanding the location of
the human vis-a-vis the planet, an argu-
ment that Chakrabarty convincingly
lays out in the book. If this perspective
fundamentally turns our conventional
world view upside down, it is only natu-
ral that its effects will be felt in the
realm of morality and politics too.

Limits of Enlightenment Thought

In moving between scales of history,
Chakrabarty is keenly attuned to one of
the dominant concerns in the era of the
Anthropocene (a name that identifies
the current geological era where humans
have acquired geological force to alter
the living conditions of the planet),
namely, the question of “intra-human
justice.” Chakrabarty recognises that the
current crisis produces a thorny problem
of modernity, namely how to ensure jus-
tice in a world that is fundamentally
defined by a trajectory of movement
from a state of unfreedom to freedom
(pp 33—34). Between countries, this que-
tion characteristically takes on a differ-
ent form as well, where the industrially
advanced countries have been mostly
responsible for the scale of carbon emis-
sions, and thereby there is a call for
greater accountability of them from less
“developed” countries (pp 65-67). For
Chakrabarty, this question of justice is
not just incidental but critical to engage
with, in order to understand the expan-
sive scale of the climate crisis.
Chakrabarty addresses this issue by
raising an important philosophical point.
He notes that modern political thought
as articulated by the great enlightenment
figures, such as Immanuel Kant or John
Locke, for instance, emerged fundamen-
tally by setting aside the biosphere in
their political thought (pp 32-212). The
idea of the individual that remained at
the heart of their political theories were
ones that believed in the abundance of
nature and believed that the external
“world” as it were would always be availa-
ble in plenty as long as the human knew
how to use these resources (pp 198-99).
This enlightened self, at the heart of
these theories, simultaneously became
the bearers of individual rights, equality,
and legitimate pursuers of justice while
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remaining, ardent consumers of natural
resources, which in the last century has
included fossil fuel (p 40). Thus, the idea
of justice that remains at the heart of hu-
manity’s concerns, globally, has a problem
at a cellular level. At its core, the idea of
intra-human justice has to come to terms
with the species idea of the human that
is geared towards greater consumption
of the planet’s resources (p 62). Chakra-
barty’s argument in this regard raises a
very compelling question about the limits
of pursuing justice within the confines of
enlightenment thought. How do we even
begin envisioning limits to intra-human
injustice in the interests of the health of
the planet in order to ensure the viabili-
ty of biosphere that makes the pursuit
of justice meaningful in the first place?

Chakrabarty extends this philosophi-
cal argument to address the other aspect
of injustice—between the richer and
poorer countries. Briefly stated, in his
view, such a critique that believes in
“capitalocene” as opposed to Anthropo-
cene undermines the undeniable species
aspect of our lives, a process that pre-
dates the birth and spread of capitalism
(pp 65-67). From a species or planetary
perspective, it is futile to simply view the
current crisis of climate change only as a
result of excesses of capitalism when the
entire world, really, is engaged in the
process of using the planet’s resources
to provide sustenance to the human
population. This desire is universal and
irrespective of the economic system a
country chooses since the human popu-
lation would need these “basic goods”
to survive, a process that has only inten-
sified since the “great acceleration” of
the 20th century (p 61).

This moral crisis of securing intra-
human justice in the age of the Anthro-
pocene, inevitably leads to a crisis for
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our conventional models of politics as
well. As Chakrabarty notes, geological
change occurs at an expansive scale,
whereas our analytical framework of
political processes is inadequate to deal
with the nature of climate crisis, which
function on a limited timescale such as
four or five years (pp 34-35). Given this
scalar difference, how can we imagine a
politics that addresses the urgency of the
climate crisis from a standpoint of political
process that remains at its core constitu-
tion, indifferent to the biosphere, some-
what mirroring the way in which the
biosphere is indifferent to the human?
Recognising this fundamental scalar
disparity between the human and the
planet and being cognisant of the fact
that the human is in a minority, com-
pared to other life organisms of this
planet, is critical for Chakrabarty to
begin work on addressing the crisis of
climate change (pp 195-96, 203—04).

By way of critique, it is useful to note
that this book is written partly in con-
versation with several interlocutors and
critics who engaged with Chakrabarty’s
work since the publication of his essay
“The Climate of History: Four Theses”
(2009). The book thus responds, antici-
pates, and addresses several criticisms.
In particular, readers will find that

Chakrabarty extensively addresses the
critique that questions of capital, and
therefore the related question of intra-
human justice did not find sufficient place
in his original articulation. As this re-
view makes clear, the book convincingly
responds to these criticisms. However,
this does not mean that these debates
will conclude; if anything, this book is
sure to generate more vigorous debates
along these lines and new ones.

In sum, Chakrabarty’s book under-
scores the severity of the climate crisis
by arguing for a paradigmatic shift in
the disciplines of social sciences and
humanities. Its core message of unthink-
ing the global by thinking about the
planetary is vital to address not only
the physical but also the conceptual,
moral and political crisis engendered by
climate change. For this reason, the
book will be a point of reference for a
long time to come as we work towards
overcoming the epistemic and philosophi-
cal chasm that confounded Somnath in
Jana Aranya.

Arvind Elangovan (arvind.elangovan@wright.
edu) teaches history at the Wright State
University, Dayton, Ohio. He is also the author
of Norms and Politics: Sir Benegal Narsing Rau in
the Making of the Indian Constitution (1935 50),
QUP, 2019.

Navigating through Democracy

Concerns of the Poor

SATYAJIT SINGH

—1his is a book that tries to under-
stand how the poor negotiate de-
<4 mocracy. It asks whether the poor
“absorb the ideas and identities: encom-
passed in notions associated ‘with de-
mocracy, of citizenship, rights, improve-
ments, and modernity?” (p 2). Or do their
everyday vulnerabilities “cornpel them
to seek recourse to clientelistic practic-
es, communitarian vocabularies, preser-
vation of lifestyles with which they are
familiar, and the comfort of their tradi-
tions” (p 2). The author wishes to underline
that the poor “neither seek assimilation
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Politics of the Poor: Negotiating Democracy

in Contemporary India by Indrajit Roy, Cambridge
University Press, Cambridge, UK, New York, US, Melbourne,
Australia; New Delhi and Singapore: 2018; pp xxi + 521,
price not indicated.

into the universalistic premises of demo-
cracy nor aim to perpetuate their difference”
(p 5). Instead, he points to the poor’s “mul-
tifaceted negotiations in and with demo-
cracy.” These negotiations combine coop-
eration with conflict, are not necessarily
conducted with formal institutions, nor
are they always convened by organisations

NOTES

[The author thanks Ranu Roychoudhuri for
prompt and immensely helpful feedback and
constructive comments.]

1 Asis well known, Jana Aranya (1975) is consid-
ered to be part of Satyajit Ray’s Calcutta trilo-
gy. The interview scene in question is quite
iconic as well. Several commentators have re-
flected on the implication of that whole inter-
view sequence, including the question, “what
is the weight of the moon? See, for instance,
Amitabha Bhattacharya (1990). Jana Aranya is
available on YouTube: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=QEMA1upForw (last viewed on
21 June 2021). The interview sequence appears
between 33:50 and 34:52.

2 Chakrabarty (2009) initially formulated these
concerns in his essay, “The Climate of History:
Four Theses.” This essay appears as the first
chapter in this book with an addendum add-
ressing some of the critiques of the original essay.

3 See Amitav Ghosh (2016), pp 7-9.

4 Chakrabarty’s distinction between the global
and the planetary is one of the central argu-
ments of the book that is discussed in different
chapters. Most prominently, it appears in the
Introduction (p 4), Chapter 3 (pp 71-81), Chap-
ter 7 (pp 155-81), and in the last chapter, which
takes the form of question-and-answer session
with the French philosopher, Bruno Latour,
PP 205-17.

5 Inparticular, see Chapters 1-3.
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of the poor. As the poor do not “quietly
adapt themselves to the authority of the
elected representatives,” the “poor people’s
politics is a politics of ‘agonistic’ negotia-
tions” with democracy (p 5). The book is
about establishing Chantal Mouffe’s con-
cept of an agonistic perspective in under-
standing the politics of the poor in India
(see Democratic Paradox, Verso, London,

' 2000). According to the author, this per-

spective allows an examination of pow-
er relationships in which the lives of the
poor are embedded and it also provides
a narrative in which they can marginally
affect social relations of power.

Multifaceted Negotiations

The Politics of the Poor: Negotiating
Democracy in Contemporary India? focuses
on multifaceted negotiations of the poor,
in and with democracy—with politicians,
bureaucrats, employers and with one
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other Indianlanguages. Elaborations ofkey terms by non-
English speaking contributors would also add another
dimension that can perhaps be lostin a work in English.

Bodh Prakash
Professor, School of Letters,
Ambedkar University Delhi

REPUBLIC OF HINDUTVA: How the Sangh is
Reshaping Indian Democracy by Badri Narayan.
Penguin Random House India, Gurgaon, 2021.

Badri Narayan is a cultural anthropologist, asocial his-
torian and a creative writer in Hindi. He has been con-
sistently engaged in writing on politics of identity
involving caste and religion-based identities as they
have evolved in the northern states of India such as
Uttar Pradesh (UP) and Bihar.

The book under review is an unusual as well as
insightful attempt to explain the growing role of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS)inreshaping the
contours of Indian democracy. Its compelling narrative
unravels the role of the RSS in carving out two emphatic
victories forthe BJP in consecutive general elections held
in 2014 and 2019, respectively. The author acknow-
ledges that owing to the expansive and persuasive
efforts of the countless volunteers at the grassrootlevel,
the RSS has gained a wider and deeper base in society.

Strangely, the author himselfwas a prisoner of the
stereotype images of the RSS during his three-decade
longassociation with the left groupings inIndia. As such,
the RSS was just an upper caste and middle and upper
class grouping. However, his field studies have shown
him new realities. Hence, without being a partisan, he
hasdared topolitely invite critics of the RSS to go through
his laborious exercise regarding the nitty-gritty function-
ing of the RSS to understand the depth and magnitude of
its penetration in different parts of northern India.

The central arguments in the book could be stated
thus. One of the distinguishing features of the RSS has
been the capacity of its volunteers to work tirelessly in
the remotest of areas, like missionaries, almost self-
lessly. Asan organization, the RSS has evolved accord-
ing to the changing social and cultural circumstances
by creating, destroying and recreating itself. Whilemost
of its crifics have battled with the erstwhile image of
the RSS of the 1970s and ’80s, the organization has
changed beyond recognition since those days. This is
evident from the fact that RSS volunteers today are
techno-savvy and over the years they have made efforts
to widen their base to accommodate Scheduled Castes

(SCs) or Dalits and Maha Dalits, Other Backword
Classes (OBCs), Tribal and even Muslim communities
withintheir fold.

The RSS is well connected to different NGO
networks of formal and informal organizations that
operate within the Sangh Parivar. Its sole aim is to
construct an overarching Hindu identity. The RSS has
come to terms with the fact that different community
gods matter for the identity of marginalized communi-
ties that are looking for religious empowerment. The
master strategy of the RSS of appropriating spiritual,
religious as well as political leaders from different parts
ofthe marginalized communities has paidrich dividends.
Considering the numerical strength of the overall
marginalized communities, the RSS has built Ambedkar
memorials in Mhow, Mumbai, Delhi, Nagpur and Lon-
don which have become pilgrimage sites. In a word,
from Kabir, Ravidas and Gorakhnath to DrAmebedkar,
the RSS has appropriated everyone. Its constant
appreciation of Ambedkar, attimes, blunts Ambedkar’s
scathing criticism of the Hindu religion that has rested
on a hierarchical, unequal and deathless caste system.
It has also blurred the fact that even though Ambedkar
was born a Hindu, he died a Buddhist.

Keeping in view the sheer numerical strength of
the Bahujan Samaj, the RSS has moved further to coun-
ter caste-based parties such as the Socialist Party (SP)
and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) in UP. If Yadav and
Jatav communities form the social base of the SP and
the BSP, respectively, the RSS has tried to expand its
base among the non-Yadav and non-Jatav lower social
castes among the OBCs and the SCs. Moreover, the
RSShas been relentless in its mission of confronting
the proselytizing activities of Islam and Christianity in
different parts of India. While mobilizing the elector-
ate during the general elections, the RSS volunteers in
countless numbers have helped the BJP launch door to
door campaigns and building myths around the BJP lead-
ership. There have been moments when the top lead-
ership has relied on polarizing strategies such as
Shamshan versus Kabaristan or Ali versus Bajarang
Bali. Evidently, the RSS has shouldered the responsi-
bility of transmitting an intrinsically polarizing essence
of such messages to the grassroots.

While reflecting on this empirical travail, let me
raise a few pertinent issues. Although the term
Hindutva has been in vogue for decades, owing to the
ambiguity thatsurrounds it, Ihave been unable to grasp
its precise meaning. The RSS ideologues have anaver-
sion to using the term Hinduism because it perhaps
reminds them of other isms such as socialism or com-
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munism. However, what are the salient features of
Hindutva? In the ultimate analysis, does it signify peo-
ple who treat the territorial space of India as a father-
land as well as sacred land? How is Hindutva different

from being a Hindu? Admittedly, there is no dogma that
guides the Hindus. If Hinduism is a way of life, it has
flourished in circumstances where there is a strong
society and a weak central authority or the state. The
RSS has chosen to exploit the prevailing social and
cultural circumstances to its full advantage by playing
on the emotive sensibilities of people. It has certainly
reshaped the contours of India’s electoral democracy.
Generally, the term Republic is deployed to denote
the rule of the people. Whatkind of Republic is implicit
in the way the RSS functions? Do RSS foot soldiers
aspire to promote militant Hindu consciousness as a
base towards majoritarian politics? Will this form of
ethnic nationalism leave any space for civic national-
ismand consequently otherreligious groups?

It also needs to be underscored that India has
roughly 204 million Muslims that constitute the largest
single minority. Also, the third largest population of
Muslims worldwide is in India. Since 2014, the aliena-
tion as well as insecurity of Muslims has become pal-
pable. Besides, there are also citizens belonging to
Sikh, Parsi, Christian, Buddhistand Jewish faiths, bound
by athread ofunity, that collectively function based on
a modern, egalitarian constitution in India. Unfortu-
nately, polarization onreligious or caste lines by politi-
cal parties of different hues, has adversely affected
social harmony in India’s plural society.

In conclusion, itcan be said that the Congress and
the other opposition parties can learn from the RSS
insofar as dedicated work at the grassroots is con-
cerned. Without working with the people from the
grassroots, they cannot evolve strategies torevive a pro-
gressive agenda to counter the RSS and the BJP more
effectively. Now, thanks to the behemoth of the RSS/
BJP and the lack of effective opposition, most of the
institutions that sustain a worthy democratic set-up
have been undermined. Are the people really sovereign
today? In this context, Badri Narayan’s work isan eye-
opener for those who dream of protecting democracy
in India with the fundamental right of the citizens to
question their rulers, without any fear, and make them
more accountable. It is also a welcome addition to the
existing literature on therole of the RSS.

Rajen Harshé
Founder and former Vice Chancellor,

Central University of Allahabad
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dialogue and even though the no-war
pact failed as the two leaders could not
agree on the terms, Nehru was keen on
a framework to resolve outstanding issues
of water, evacuee property and a no-war
pact would offer that opportunity. Liaquat
was also “not averse” to such a pact. At
the same time, Nehru was not fully rul-
ing out war over the question of minori-
ties in Pakistan and the refuges flowing
into India.

There was debate on the processes
and procedure for dispute settlement,
this from the Pakistan side, and there
was a feeling that outstanding disputes
should not come in the way of a declara-
tion (p 105). The Indo-Pakistan no-war
pact was based on the Kellogg—Briand
Pact signed by 15 states in Paris in 1928
to neutralise the hostility between
Germany and France, which even had
the United States and United Kingdom
on board. Raghavan says that by apply-
ing the concept behind this pact which
outlawed war and opted to settle dis-
putes by peaceful methods, India and
Pakistan were defining their own rela-
tionship as “one that was admittedly

tense but one that could be negotiated in
inherited frameworks of international
relation” (p 106).

Lessons from History

The goodwill that the two nations
had for each other at one level was
not marked by a denial of partition
but each step was an endorsement, as
for instance the Indus Waters Treaty.
Raghavan points out, “If a treaty could
be signed at all between India and
Pakistan, it would have to acknowl-
edge, and then most fairly accommo-
date the fact of partition, and the viable
coexistence of both countries” (p 138).
This was also an instance, she points,
“of how the fact of partition led to new
methods of governance and adminis-
tration being evolved” (p 136).

As one reads the book, there is a sense
of what might have been, had this same
spirit of mutual accountability and coop-
eration continued, despite the hostility.
The complex questions of nation state
formation and what constitutes identity
and who is to be included or excluded
are valid even today. India and Pakistan,

Through the Naga Insurgency
Emergence of Mutant Democracy

in Nagaland

PRADIP PHANJOUBAM

. 44t 3
elly J P Wouter’s picturisation of the ./ the Shadows of Naga Insurgency: Tribes,

future of Nagaland and its people in

In the Shadows of Naga Insurgency:
Tribes, State, and Violence in Northeast
India is grim. The author’s treatment of
the subject is empathic but detached, and
his assessments of this deeply wounded
and inherently broken society is often
brutally honest. The despairing vision is,
the Naga’s effort to come to terms with
the modern, burdened by memories of a
fading ideal but still under the looming
shadow of an unresolved insurgency, is
horribly flawed. A mutant culture of sev-
eral normalised abnormalities, including
corruption, is the result.
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State, and Violence in Northeast India by Jelle ) P
Wouters, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2018, pp xxiv
+ 331, %995.

The author says he lived for close to two
years in two villages, Phugwumi of the
Chakesang Naga and Noksen of the Chang
Naga and was even adopted into a clan
of Phugwumi. It is from this vantage, and
as a trained ethnographer, he did his field-
work for his doctoral thesis which ulti-
mately became this book. The book thus
is an insider view of the vexed six dec-
ades old Naga problem, moderated by a
disciplined academic observer’s overview.

while maintaining diplomatic relations,
have veered more towards immaturity
rather than building on this early solid
start, and keeping up a sustained con-
structive dialogue. The revocation of
Article 370 in Kashmir has added to new
tensions and potential conflict. As history
has shown, and as the book explains, the
bilateral framework is still a valid space
for negotiation and innovation but the
question is if the two countries lend
credibility to that option. If after a brutal
partition, India and Pakistan could
engage so deeply to accommodate each
other’s concerns, there is little reason
why they cannot do so now. That is the
important lesson from history that this
book uncovers.

Meena Menon (meenamenon@gmail.com)

is an independent journalist, author and
postgraduate researcher at the University of
Leeds, United Kingdom.
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The book is in seven chapters. The in-
troductory chapter lays out the canvas,
sketching -a broad panorama of life in
Nagaland in the last six decades of the
Naga struggle for sovereignty.

Naga Life in Past Decades

The second, is the densest. Here the an-
thropologist gets under the skin of the
Naga society to survey their understand-
ing of identity, ethnicity, indigeneity, etc.
It is also a retrospective study of the
evolution of the Naga identity, now very
definitely commanding a sense of peo-
plehood but not so once. Naga identity,
he shows, has often been a function of
extraneously introduced political enclo-
sures, a process which began from the
time the British colonial administration
dawned and progressively secured its
hold in these hills. Till then, identity
perception rested on the village as an
autonomous social formation and seldom
extended beyond it. In some cases, there
are evidences of several villages of aligned
tribes forming rudimentary confederacies
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in the face of common adversaries, in
“negative solidarity.” This has also meant
that when common extraneous threats
diminish, this “negative solidarity” wears
off. Several earlier ethnographers have
also noticed this quality of the Naga vil-
lage, but Wouters’ valuable contribution to
this discourse is in weighing in the influ-
ence of the shadow of Naga insurgency.

Some of the notable extraneously in-
troduced political enclosures causing
reciprocal shifts in Naga self-perception
are the creation of the Naga Hills district
in 1866, its incorporation into the British
Assam province in 1912, and in the post-
colonial era its merger with Tuensang
and Mon area of the then North-East
Frontier Agency (NEFA) (present-day
Arunachal Pradesh) in 1957 to ultimate-
ly become Nagaland state in 1963. Wout-
ers contends, as with many other commu-
nities in the North East, the Naga identi-
ty too has been more “adopted than in-
herent, temporary more than perma-
nent.” This being so, the reverse process
of voluntary withdrawal of identity af-
filiation by smaller tribes from bigger
ones, especially when such withdrawals
were seen as advantageous in entitle-
ments from the state’s resources, has not
been uncommon.

Wouters also suggests it is the wan-
ing of the phenomenon of “negative
solidarity” which has caused Naga in-
surgent groups to splinter during the

two spells of ceasefires the Naga strug-
gle has seen. By inferences, the readers
are shown the grave challenge likely in
a post-conflict future of the Nagas.
When the binding threads of “negative
solidarity” provided by a perceived com-
mon adversary disappears, would there
be any strong enough sinew left to keep
Naga unity intact? This problem would
be compounded by new contests for the
state’s available resources among the
tribes. The next five chapters are elabo-
rations of this.

Idea of Money ‘Pumped’ In

There are a few contestable presumptions,
however. Although the focus of this book
is on the failures and successes of Nagas
in their response to modern challenges
of statehood and democracy, it is a little
unsettling that the author accepts rather
uncritically the much-touted idea of
money being “pumped” and “poured” into
Nagaland after the creation of the state
of Nagaland in 1963 as a “seduction” to
wean the Nagas away from the path and
ideology of the insurgents. My reservation
is not so much on the content but the
context of the proposition, for this rather
unkind sketch is also often made with a
tinge of patronising condescension in an
accusatory tone of the recipients being
ungrateful. It is confounding that none of
the writers and newspaper columnists who
conjured up this picture first to influence

future writers have ever thought it im-
portant to also quantify the amounts
thus “pumped” or “poured” in.

Again, the resort has been to use per
capita investment as alibi. However,
per capita calculations can be tricky
considering the differential in the pop-
ulation of Nagaland and large states of
India. Yet again, in infrastructural in-
vestment, the quantum more than the
per capita investment makes sense, for
a bridge or road of the same specifica-
tions constructed in a remote village in
Nagaland would cost the same as in the
heart of a metropolis like New Delhi,
regardless of whether the first is used
by a few hundreds and the latter by sev-
eral thousands. Of course, Nagaland as
a full-fledged state after 1963 would
have become entitled to a much bigger
budget than while it was a district of
Assam and the handling of this money
has left much to be desired. But this
budgetary allocation may also be all
the money “pumped” in.

Nonetheless, Wouters does show how
this money has not resulted in any
meaningful creation or upgradation of
democratic institutions and infrastructure,
and has instead led to the emergence of
an extensive corruption nexus, now
touching the entire hierarchy of Naga
society. This includes the Village Devel-
opment Boards (vDBs), pioneered by
bureaucrat A M Gokhale for which he
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received a Padma Shri, and the Nagaland
Communitisation of Public Institutions
and Services Act, 2002 which came
into vogue during another bureaucrat
R S Pandey’s tenure as chief secretary.
The author demonstrates these wrongs
through interviews of several represent-
ative subjects as well as his own com-
mentaries. In the shadow of insurgency,
the ordinary Naga’s effort to come to terms
with the onset of modern economy and
democracy has led to a grotesque muta-
tion of Naga cultural mores and morality.

A Different Kind of War

In Chapter 3, Wouters argues that the
current ceasefire is war by other means.
Cadre recruitments by insurgents have
not stopped just as “tax” (extortions)
continues unabated. Of concern is also
the fact that cadres recruited during the
two decades of ceasefire are also now
poised to replace the old guards alto-
gether, resulting in a drop in commit-
ment. Interviews by Wouters reveal
most new cadres had joined as job seek-
ers rather than fired by ideal. The pic-
ture is, even as the Indian Army with-
draws into barracks, so have the Naga
nation to “their more primal association
of tribe, and focused on strengthening
its status and standing in relation to
other tribes, leaving the Naga nation for
what it was, a semblance.”

The next two chapters take on how
Naga world view came to be degenerated
by developmental money. Siphoning off
developmental money, already prevalent
before the ceasefire, now was a collabo-
rative plunder in which the entire Naga
social structure has become complicit.
This plunder begins at the top from
where insurgent tax collectors were di-
verted to project execution agencies like
vpBs and individual contractors. Insur-
gents make tax demands on vDBs, the
vDB authorities bargain and get dis-
counts. The top bureaucrats cover their
cuts using insurgent extortion as excuse.
vpB authorities inflate claimed amount
of insurgents and keep their cuts; the in-
surgent collectors claim huge discounts
given to desperate villages and keep the
balance. The entrenched vested interests
in this unholy affair nexus are widespread
and the author is that apprehensive that

32

it may even stand in the way of a final
peace deal.

Plunder Economy

A skewed understanding of legality and
morality also come to be internalised.
Money from India is portrayed as com-
pensation for decades of military oppres-
sion; therefore plundering it has come
to be seen as not carrying the same
moral weight as hard-earned money from
traditional Naga occupations. But the
problem is, Naga youth now are aban-
doning traditional occupations to join
occupations that have a handle in this
new plunder economy. The irony goes
deeper. Those who make the biggest
plunders allow others to have their cuts,
donate liberally to local churches, throw
lavish parties, etc, earn reputations of
generosity and resourcefulness for them-
selves, in a skewed semblance of olden
days when a rich man who holds “feasts
of merit” and was honoured by his vil-
lage with memorial stone monoliths.

This warping of Naga morality is also
seen in the manner of another innova-
tive administrative scheme under the
Communitisation of Public Institutions
and Services Act, 2002, which sought to
take advantage of the “rich social capi-
tal, available in amazing abundance in
Naga villages,” functioning like “village
republics” by handing them administra-
tive responsibilities. The scheme no soon-
er became an instrument for shielding ab-
senteeism and non-performance of clans-
men and women in government services,
completely overturning, the author argues,
the Weberian notion of the modern state
characterised by impersonal rules which
explicitly define duties, responsibilities,
standardised procedures and conduct of
office holders.

Demand for a Separate State

Chapter 6 deals with how competition
for state resources between tribes makes
matters worse. The gravest consequence
is a centrifugal tension now threatening to
splinter Nagaland state. Six Naga tribes
want a separate state called “Frontier
Nagaland” formed of four districts they
inhabit. These four districts were formerly
part of NEFA, before being merged with
the Naga Hills district in 1957 to become

Nagaland state in 1963. This demand is
under the banner of the Eastern Naga
People’s Organisation (Enpo), which
claims this is to end their alleged common
exploitation by more advanced Western
Nagas. The tension is however not new.
To address this, in the 1970s a local layer
was added to the reservation for Sched-
uled Tribes, and Nagaland reclassified
its tribes into “forward” and “backward,”
setting aside 25% reservation for “back-
ward tribes” and later increasing this
to 37%. The ENPO was however unhappy
as more tribes other than them were in
this “backward tribes” category, and
demanded another segment, “very back-
ward tribes” within this category. In re-
sponse, in 2003, Nagaland administration
established the Nagaland Department of
Underdeveloped Areas (pupa), to level
the playing field. The Enpo rejected this
to insist on a separate state.

In the final chapter, Wouters shows
how even the practice of democracy has
come to be grotesquely reinterpreted in
vernacular idioms in Nagaland. In the
2013 Nagaland assembly elections, he
noticed many abnormalities resulting from
the Nagas’ belief not in the need for them
to adapt to democracy, but for democ-
racy to be adapted to their traditional
power structure. Hence, bogus votes of
“double entries, names of villagers long
deceased or of persons who no longer
resided in the village or never lived there,”
which each village commands, have come
to be seen as a right of each village. In
Phugwumi village, of its 5,500 votes,
2,000 were bogus. The village unfortu-
nately had two aspirant candidates that
year, and when no consensus candidate
could be worked out, the village votes,
even the bogus ones, were split between
the two. Neither however won. It was also
discovered that between them they ended
up sharing only 85% of the village votes,
the other 15% having found “escaped”
from the binds of the village. Without
saying it explicitly, Wouters leaves the
readers to guess if Nagaland’s best hope
for the future would not be in the ex-
pansion of the world the 15% escaped
voters chose to belong to.

Pradip Phanjoubam (phanjoubam@gmail.com)
is author of The Northeast Question: Conflicts
and Frontiers.

AUGUST 28, 2021 VOL LVI NO 35 Economic & Political WEEKLY

g/—

at
Ce

Ec



3
EDUCATIONAL PSYCHOLOGY IN PRACTICE E R?Utledge 3
2021, VOL. 37, NO. 2, Taylor & Francis Group
0 OL. 37 02234171 Z@jl 2 "

BOOK AND SOFTWARE REVIEW

A — = -~

Learning from the unconscious: psychoanalytic approaches in educational
psychology, edited by C. Arnold, D. Bartle, X. Eloquin, London, Karnac Books, 2021,
352 pp., £29.69 (paperback). ISBN-10: 1913494233, ISBN-13: 9781913494230

Psychoanalysis is not a mainstream framework in the field of educational psychology. It is
rarely discussed, and then often summarily dismissed as entirely speculative and therefore of
no relevance to our quest for demonstrably evidence-based practice. However, by drawing
primarily on Kleinian and post-Kleinian theory, for me this book makes a convincing argument
in favour of at least an open-minded re-appraisal. The work includes chapters from an
impressive and diverse range of knowledgeable and experienced practitioners, mostly educa-
tional psychologists (EPs). The stated aim of the book is to demonstrate ways in which
psychoanalytic theory can be usefully embedded within mainstream practice. This text is
accessible and aimed at both students and current practitioners.

The book is separated into seven well-organised parts which guide the reader through an
insightful journey into the key tenets and principles of psychoanalytic theory. Each part relates to I
a specific activity from educational psychology practice and covers a range of potential applica-
tions. All chapters are well structured and written in a pedagogical style, with each including an
appropriate introductory paragraph and an equally appropriate section for conclusions. F
Throughout the volume the reader will find many illustrative vignettes, as well as helpful quotes
and bibliographic references that enrich and support the comprehension of its contents.
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The first chapter provides a general introduction which seeks to equip the reader with the basic a
theoretical knowledge and understanding necessary to appreciate the overall argument. After this Si
helpful beginning, each of the subsequent chapters can almost stand alone. The book successfully
offers an exploration of the practical application of psychoanalytic thinking through different and t

recognisable activities from EP practice, including assessment, consultation, supervision, working
with groups, and taking organisational perspectives. The last part uses chaos theory to-analyse

some of the potential challenges to the assumptions on which psychoanalysis is based. :
| found this a most informative and useful book, with one of its many strengths being a clear H
linking of theory to practice. One can finish the book with renewed ideas and reflections which o
will of course vary with the reader’s previous experience of psychoanalysis. | would highly U
recommend this work both to qualified EPs and to those in training as it offers a potentially 2
engaging, informative, and thought-provoking experience. On this basis it could be an asset to ‘
the team’s library or to an individual searching for innovative professional development. It D
provides many ideas, tools and resources that might prove helpful by potentially embedding i
psychoanalytical ideas in our practice as well as adding new strategies to our repertoire. In
Recommended for: EPs’ professional development m
Style: Applies theory to practice. o
A
: U
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p.257). Thisreally invites the reader to take a dive into
the Hindi original.

In his assessment of the colonial period, Pathak
implicitly follows Madhav Gadgil and Ramachandra
Guha’s seminal work This Fissured Land(1992) which
argued that the colonial period was a watershed
moment in India’s ecological history. Among other
things this is evident in the way the chapters are orga-
nized, beginning with the 19th century and a discussion
on the imposition of harsh restrictions on forest use
through colonial legislations. The introduction to this
book, ‘A Man to Match his Mountains’, is written by
Ramachandra Guha who has edited this English trans-
lation. Guha’s introduction is an intimate account of
scholarly solidarity and a close friendship with the
author. Reading The Chipko Movement takes the
reader back to Guha’s The Unquiet Woods (1989)
where Guha drew scholarly attention to ‘peasant
rebellions’ against state-led commercial forestry dur-
ing the British rule in the Kumaon Himalayas. Subtle
differences, that remain understated in the book, dis-
tinguish Pathak’s approach from Guha’s. In Pathak’s
account, anti-colonial resistance does not figure as the
defining feature of the relation of the hill peasant with
the state. This can be seen in the aspirations and
demands for better education, employment, more
equitable rights of access to forests and forest products
and subsequently the demand for a separate state within
the Indian Union. Further, here we see a more compli-
cated and disaggregated picture of the protests and the
protestors than what Guha described. It is clear that
even though Chipko protestors were primarily rural hill
peasants, the role of educated youth and organized
political activists — both regional and national —needs
to be recognized. The richness and variety of Pathak’s
sources stands out but there is also a noticeable simi-
larity in the broader outline of The Unquiet Woods
and The Chipko Movement. In both books agitations
against forest policies of the British government and
the Tehri Raja in the 1920s and 1930s provide the key
historical background to events of the 1970s and *80s.

The title, The Chipko Movement, aptly captures
the focus on Chipko but the account also offers amod-

for a separate state was primarily restricted to elite-
urban groups and did not have much of a popular base
among the rural population in the hill districts. On a
somewhat related note, the hill-inhabitant identity
sometimes appears as an overarching uniting identity
in this book and the author offers a limited discussion
of the tensions in power relations between different
social groups in the hills. If women were.a key force
behind the ecological and anti-liquor protests, why is it
that political leadership across the ideological spectrum
remained largely confined to amale caste-Hindu back-
ground inthisregion?

Pathak emphasizes that the relation of rural
women with the forests was primarily an economic one
but at some places he implicitly subordinates their
political agency to that of the male activists and lead-
ers. For instance, with respect to protests led by Gaura
Devi and other women in Reni in 1974, he writes
that by resisting forest contractors in the absence of
Chipko leaders, these women ‘had saved the repute of”
Chipko’s male leaders (p. 132) and later again, with
reference to the women-led protests in Doongri-Paintoli
in 1980, he credits a founder member of the USV for
‘activating’ women of Doongri-Paintoli. (p. 285) At the
same time, one also wonders if these issues are dealt
with differently in the Hindi original.

Pathak perceptively notes that in border regions
of Chamoli populated by the Bhotiyas (Tolchhas-
Marchhas), CPI activists had greater influence than
Sarvodaya workers of the DGSS. What explains this
difference in reach with respect to tribal communities
inthisregion? We would have liked to know more about
this rather interesting observation. While amore elabo-
rate discussion on the entanglements of caste, tribe and
gender in this region would have widened the scope of
this book, it remains an important contribution to scho-
larly writings on Chipko as it offers aregionally situated
history ofthis globally famous ecological movement.

Himani Upadhyaya
PhD scholar, Department of History,
Ashoka University, Sonipat

ern history of the Uttarakhand state, formed in 2000./  HOW TO AVOID A CLIMATE DISASTER: The

Region-making seems to go almost hand in hand with
the trajectory of ecological protests in this book lead-
ing us to think that the demand for a separate hill state
always enjoyed a wide popular base. But thisis at odds
with Emma Mawdsley who has previously argued that
until 1994, when the SP-BSP government of Uttar
Pradesh implemented the OBCreservation, the demand
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Solutions We Have and the Breakthroughs We
Need by Bill Gates. Alfred A. Knopf, New York,2021.

HOW we tell the story of climate change matters. In
How to Avoid a Climate Disaster, Bill Gates tells the
story of climate change through his lens, which is that
ofaskeptical billionaire-technocrat-philanthrocapitalist.
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In Gates’ view, climate change is a technical problem
with social consequences, which needs philanthro-
capitalist models of innovation to create zero-carbon
tools as solutions. Gates begins the book by introduc-
ing us to two numbers — 51 billion, the tons of green-
house gases added into the world every year, and zero,
the number we need to get to in order to tackle climate
change.

Gates sets the stage by laying out the enormity of
the challenge of tackling climate change in no uncer-
tain terms. ‘This sounds difficult, because it will be. The
world has never done anything quite this big.” (p. 1)
Gates describes his own introduction to understanding
climate change through the problems of energy pov-
erty and lack of energy access in the global South, where
Gates’ work on public health (through the Gates Foun-
dation) took him. In late 2006, Gates’ former colleagues
at Microsoft bring climate experts to him to explain cli-
mate change. At the time Gates was akin to a climate
change skeptic, believing thatcyclical variations would
self-correct the climate problem and naturally prevent
aclimate disaster. A few years later spent learning, read-
ing, and talking to experts, Gates shares his three main
conclusions (p. 8): (7) To avoid a climate disaster we
need to get to net zero carbon emissions; (i7) there is a
need to deploy existing tools such as clean energy tech-
nologies faster and smarter, but these will not be suffi-
cient; and (i) there is a need to create new tools in the
form of ‘breakthrough technologies’ to achieve the
remaining carbon emission reductionrequired.

The next three chapters, Why Zero, This Will be
Hard, and Five Questions to Ask in Every Climate
Conversation, are a well-written compilation of Gates’
notes from his studies through reading and conversa-
tions with climate science experts. Gates explains what
fossil fuels are—buried organic matter compressed over
time that have been fossilized into combustible materi-
als like oil, natural gas, and coal. Gates explains why
carbon dioxide and methane trap heat in the atmosphere,
by vibrating molecules which get energized through the
reflected sunlight. How the temperature has already
risen one degree Centigrade over preindustrial times.
How a warming atmosphere causes sea level rise, and
affects plants, animals, and agriculture. How global
energy demands are increasing due to the increasing
prosperity of the erstwhile poor, and how that will
increase emissions even more. How fossil fuels are
cheap and energy dense. And so on.

Most of this information will not be new to any-
one who has kept themselves informed about climate
change over the last twenty years, but the information

is presented in an easy-to-understand way, with no
academic citations, and its presentation style will
likely be perceived as less daunting to an average non-
academicreader, than an [IPCC report (whose purpose
is also to synthesize the latest academic research of
climate change).

The following five chapters — How We Plug In,
How We Make Things, How We Grow Things, How
We Get Around, and How We Keep Cool and Stay
Warm — describe what Gates thinks we should do to
tackle the five major sources of global carbon emissions:
electricity (responsible for 27% of total global annual
emissions), cement, steel, and plastic (responsible for
31% oftotal global annual emissions), agriculture and
animal husbandry (responsible for 19% oftotal global
annual emissions), transportation (responsible for 16%
oftotal global annual emissions), and heating, cooling,
and refrigeration (responsible for 7% of total global
annual emissions). Gates’ suggestionsrange from ‘elec-
trify every process possible’, (p. 111) cutting down on
meat consumption from livestock, (p. 118-119)and use
energy more efficiently. (p. 157) These are the book’s
bestand most interesting chapters toread.

Gates is a credible and engaging writer when he
discusses his views on various technologies and pro-
cesses related to mitigating carbon emissions. One
may disagree with Gates on whether the risks of
nuclear energy are worth it or not (see discussion on
pp. 84-89), or whether home heating energy uses are
purely techno-economical choices, (p. 155) but these
chapters overall provide engaging arguments and dis-
cussionsrelated to technologies thatareader interested
in climate change would want to be familiar with.

In the last third of the book, Gates describes the
need for continued investments in climate adaptation
measures like helping farmers manage climate risks,
transforming urban growth, and restoring ecosystems
to shore up natural infrastructures, why government
policies matter and can have a huge impact, and a
plan for getting to zero emissions. The final chapter,
What Each of Us Can Do is an excellent summary of
individual actions immediately possible as a citizen,
consumer, employer/employee, and a call for more
thoughtful and constructive dialogue on climate change
across our individual differences. I appreciate Gates
expanding this chapter to include non-technological
actions like running for office and engaging in the
policy-making process.

Where the book shines is when Gates describes
the folly of focusing on climate change solutions at
the cost of public health, education, energy access, and
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other technologies and services that millions in the
global South desire butdonotyethave access to. Gates
bluntly critiques the diversion of international aid to
‘climate sensitive’ projects (which invariable focus on
reducing emissions from the world’s poor, which ona
per-capita basis is miniscule compared to per capita
emissions in the global North) through the elimination
of funding for malaria, tuberculosis, HIV/AIDS,
vaccines, and other basic primary health services.

Gates does well to explain clearly to readers that
while many people living in wealthy parts of the world
should decrease their carbon emissions, for vast num-
bers of people living in the global South the focus is on
providing access to lighting, electrification, primary
healthcare including vaccines, drinking water, sanita-
tion, education, differentagricultural technologies, all
of which require an increase in energy consumption
(from the relatively miniscule amountitis today). The
book does well to describe the inequity of the world’s
poor facing the brunt of climate impacts when they did
notcauseit.

But there are several vexing aspects of this book.
First, it is unclear who the intended audience for this
book is. Clearly it is not for those who already know
the basics about climate change as the book is written
in a register to explain those very basics to a climate
neophyte or skeptic. Neither is the book meant for cli-
mate experts, as there is no original research or new
information in this book that cannot be obtained from
academic journals, IPCC reports, or a myriad other
publications on climate change. The book is for those
who know little or nothing about climate change —are
there very many of those out there? Let’s assume yes,
that Gates imagined this book would be useful for
those who know next to nothing about climate change.
That still does not answer the question why readers
would turn to Bill Gates to learn about climate change,
given that his professional work at Microsoft had
nothing to dowith climate change, and his philanthropic
contributions through the Gates Foundation are largely
inthe field of global public health.

If we imagine who would care about what Bill
Gates has to say about climate change, it becomes clear
that there are two categories of people: those who are
in awe of his technological expertise in software
development and assume it translates into other tech-
nical and social domains as well, and those who admire
his wealth and assume that his success in amassing
vast sums of money means he has something worth-
while to say on any topic he chooses. As a critical
social scientist of energy, society, and environmental
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change, I will fully and grudgingly accept that there
are likely people who fit these categories. The very
fame and wealth Gates has amassed give him a loud
microphone, access to experts to explain things to
him, and a publishing contract which allows Gates to
flood bookstores at airports, train stations, and univer-
sities with his musings on climate change, not to men-
tion primetime spots on television and late night talk
shows to promote his book.

Putting aside my vexation that Gates has this
unearned platform to pontificate about climate change,
I think it is a positive development that someone with
Gates’ platform is learning about climate change, try-
ing to stay informed, and sharing what he has learned.
Butthis leads me to the main critique of the book, which
is that while Gates, to his credit, admits to richsplaining,
he still goes ahead and does it anyway. Furthermore,
Gates totally ignores the fact that his personal wealth
(and platform upon which he stands to make his voice
heard about climate change) is predicated on the func-
tioning of a socio-economic and political system that
allows such vast inequality to accrue in the first place,
andis directly linked to the climate catastrophe.

Gates studiously avoids examining the political-
economy of climate change, and shies away from
analysing the socio-political reasons we are where we
are with regards to climate change. He retrenches the
idea that we can have technological fixes absent an
understanding of (as a precursor to grappling with) the
politics of technological change. In doing so, he plays
into the myth of the apolitical and neutral technical
expert who cannot muddy his mind with the messiness
ofhuman life and politics.

Taking a step back, Ireflect on whether Iam glad
this book was written, and who I would recommend it
to. First, although congratulations are due to anyone
who writes a book and gets it published, it is reasonable
to expect that for someone like Bill Gates it is hardly
difficult to get writing partners, publishers, experts to
explain things, and fact checkers as he freely admits in
his acknowledgements. Should youreadit? The answer
is yes only if you are already interested in Bill Gates’
views on things in general, curious which technologies
Bill Gates thinks have promise in addressing climate
change or need a refresher on the basics of climate
change.

As I stated in the beginning of the review, how
we tell the story of climate change matters. The fram-
ing of the climate story shapes our imagination of solu-
tions. If we frame the problem of climate change as a
technical one (although needing some policy change for




effective implementation), then a reduction of green-
house gas emissions through technical solutions seems
the most logical way to tackle it. If we frame the prob-
lem of climate change as a social justice one predicated
on the exponential rise of inequality of wealth and
power in the world, then'technical solutions remain
only a small piece of the puzzle, and used only as a
means to create amore just world. Gates tells the story
of climate change through two numbers—51 billion, and
zero. Butif I told the story of climate change with two
different numbers, 8 men, the richest people in the
world (including Gates), and 50 per cent, the share of
world’s emissions they produced, we might think about
the problem of climate change and possible solutions
differently. Alternatively, I could tell the story of climate
change through two other numbers — 20, the top fossil
fuel corporations in the world, and 35 per cent, the share
of global greenhouse gas emissions they have produced
cumulatively since 1965; or another example of a pair
of numbers to hinge the climate change story on— 10
countries, the top emitters, and 67%, the share of glo-
bal emissions they are responsible for emitting.

All these versions of the climate story are true;
all are partial perspectives of climate change and cause
ustolookat climate change differently. Inspired by femi-
nistscience and technology studies scholars, I suggest
we embrace the partial nature of every perspective, and
avoid privileging any one view as the definitive,
whoseveritmay be.

Deepti Chatti

Assistant Professor, Environmental Studies,
Humboldt State University, Arcata, California
deepti.chatti@humboldt.edu

\yé) AND WILFUL: Tales of 15 Iconic Indian
\/ Species by Neha Sinha. HarperCollins Publishers
India, 2021.

THIS is not a book you would pick up toread on a quiet
relaxed evening. Ittitillates, forces your brow to cloud
in deep furrows, makes youlook away into the distance
once in a while, reminds you of your favourite books,
and, ifyou love the wildasIdo, maybeitwill even have
a tear or two roll down your cheeks. The title and the
stunning cover photo of intertwined elephant trunks are
enticingly deceptive; they promise a sojourn, perhaps
jolly, into the wild withanimals. While thebook certainly
packs some incredibly interesting and stunning wild
animals, it is a deep, delicious dive into a land where
the wild and the human are deeply intertwined. Neha

Sinha’s writing forces one to pause, think, agree or dis-
agree, shake your head and sigh deeply. It is one of
those books that needs a careful review so as not to
disclose too much detail and allow readers a full-on
experience ontheir own.

India is a country of diversity like, perhaps, none
other. And in this book you will experience and witness
some of that diversity related to us by an artful writer,
a deep thinker, and an exasperated lover of the wild
whose affections are laid out unfiltered. Sinha clearly
lives to experience the wild. Butunlike many accounts
of natural history and wildlife experiences, she is not,
by any stretch of imagination, a mere visitor to the land
she writes about. Her stories are not uncluttered and
neat—mere narratives of beauty or science or philoso-
phy. No, hers are nuanced with every observation, tak-
ing her back to her mother, the complexity ofinstitutions
in India, the plight and might of the wild species she is
describing, and an urgent reminder of how nothing is
truly wild here.

The book is broken into chapters, but that is a
mirage meant only to hero a species. The protagonist
of each chapter is introduced to us with a stunning black
and white photograph. And that is where the mirage
ends. Each chapter is akin to a single page of a stamp
collection, where each individual page and stamp is
different, varied, unique, yetrequiring the entire collec-
tion to tell a full story. In the chapter championing the
imperilled Great Indian Bustard in the dry dusty desert,
for example, you will be transported to the lush peren-
nial forests of the Northeast to meet the White-bellied
Heron. In the middle of a detailed account of species
behaviour, you will be reminded of Harry Potter and the
Game of Thrones. And so on it goes, somewhat con-
founding yet always drawing back to the one species
that set each story in motion.

Sinha is a people person almost as much as she
is for the wild. The book is generously dotted with
names of scientists, tribal leaders, government officials,
and historians who provided the fodder for this book.
She does not shirk from naming the minister whomshe
disagreed with, nor with the elephant biologist whose
assessment about elephants being natural wanderers
was almost too much to bear. She meets snakes,
bustards and butterflies with the same aplomb as she
does hunters in Nagaland, scientists at the Wildlife
Institute of India, and the man who cares for a croco-
dile. (Thatis me trying hard not to give away too much!)

Having said that, Sinha shirks not from exploring
the deep divisions in India where humans appear, at
the same time, as deeply passionate yet limited in their
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BOOKS in review

T‘ratives, closely linked

and interwoven, intersect
this memoir in memorable
terms. Rich and many-
layered, like an arabesque,
they bring to attention es-
sentially fourfold subtexts:
a life in cinema and allied
arts, the 'meaning of man-
woman relationship, the
gift of parenthood, and the
mystery of untimely death.

E"‘OUR competing nar-

AGONY AND EPIPHANY
This is a narrative lyrically
told with empathy and ob-
jectivity, punctuated by
agony and epiphany. As in
some of the best literary
works, the life stories by
Kabir Bedi, the well-
known actor who has
carved out a place for him-
self in the cinema of the
East and the West over
many decades, is told here
in dramatic terms. Kabir
would like the readers to
learn from his own experi-
ence, the ‘mistakes’ he
makes in his life as a lover,
spouse, son, artist and par-
ent. However, the story
overpowers the narrator’s
desire to offer ‘cautionary’
tales for the innocent and
the unwary. The events
and incidents, surcharged
as they are with the ebb
and flow of life, carry their
own meaning, and lessons’

A star’s
self-definition

Kabir Bedi’s memoir straddles many worlds,

The Emotional Life of an Actor

KABIR BEDI |

for the readers. Kabir’s
journey through life, en-
acted here in moving and
self-reflexive terms, brings
to mind the great literary
classics in terms of the un-
folding of triumphs and
tragedies, evoking the
Greek sense of ‘hamartia’,
the ‘fatal flaw’ in the lead-
ing characters, in the mod-
ern context.

STELLARLONGINGS
Kabir’s persona in the
memoir is often self-de-
precatory, rarely condes-
cending. Seldom drawn to
the habitual and the com-
monplace, Kabir sidesteps
mediocrity and aspires for
nobility in thought and ac-
tion that he sees in the life
of his parents—Baba and
Freda Bedi: one a national-

interweaving rich narratives. BY SACHIDANANDA MOHANTY

Stories | must
Tell

The Emotional

Life of an Actor

By Kabir Bedi

| Westland
i Publications,
Chennai, 2021

Pages: 311
Price: Rs.699

ist/communist/spiritualist
of great fame, the other a
Buddhist of equal emin-
ence, both students from
Oxford, and both citizens of
the world. Both powerfully
overcame the binaries and
dichotomies of modernity.
We see Kabir’s affairs,
his tempestuous relation-
ships, his ‘open’ marriages
and life with gifted and
passionate women, chief
among whom were Pro-
tima and Parveen Babi. We
see his ‘dark nights of the
soul’ and those of his lady
love. For Protima, the clas-
sical dance form Odissi be-
comes a source of catharsis;
her dance school Nritya-
gram, on the outskirts of
Bengaluru, and the ulti-
mate pilgrimage to Mount
Kailash as a “Hindu

»

sannyasin” the source of
her deliverance. Parveen
Babi, the legendary Bolly-
wood actor who captures
the spirit of an entire gen-
eration as an archetypical
rebel, tragically succumbs
to mental illness, forlorn
and unsung.

Kabir’'s desires, both
personal and professional,
are always Olympian and
larger than life, his long-
ings forbiddingly stellar.
Like Dedalus, he aspires to
soar to the sun, and must
get singed, but like the
Phoenix, he rises eternally
from his ashes. From great
affluence to abject bank-
ruptcy, from supreme star-
dom to total oblivion, and
then back again. All the
while, he remains unfazed,
his joie de vivre remains in-
fectious, his zest for life
undiminished.

On the surface, the
memoir chronicles the suc-
cess and failures in the life
of a popular film star in
Bollywood, Italy and Hol-
lywood; we see his cellu-
loid adventures in the
jungles of Malaysia and
Costa Rica, the deserts of
Egypt and Israel and other
exotic locales, rubbing
shoulders with the literati
and the glitterati. He sees
the works of great directors
and is deeply inspired:
David Lean, Alfred Hitch-
cock, John Ford, Federico

Fellini, Jean Luc Goddard,
Luchino Visconti, K. Asif ,
Bimal Roy and Mehboob
Khan. He learns theatre
from the legendary ad guru
Alyque Padamsee and is
inspired by the eminent
director Shyam Benegal. It
is a life marked by royalty,
glamour and flamboyance,
marriages and separations,
love and loss, affluence and
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penury, nativism and cos-
mopolitanism, this world-
liness and
otherworldliness, a life of
hedonism as well as a life of
self-abnegation, piety and
renunciation. In all this
roller-coaster ride, the
reader cannot miss the
deeper layers of meaning
and solemnity that lend
significance to the memoir
and its dramatic personae
including the narrator-
protagonist.

Kabir meets a host of
luminaries in Bollywood,
Italy, the United Kingdom
and Hollywood: O.P. Ral-
han, Vinod Khanna, Ma-
hesh Bhatt (A Soul
Brother), Rekha (Khoon
Bhari Maang, that Kabir is
best remembered for), Dev
Anand, Gina Lollobrigida,
Roger Moore, Cubby Broc-
coli (the producer of James
Bond in  Octopussy),
Sheikh Abdullah, the Dalai
Lama, Karmapa, Khush-

want  Singh, Deepak
Chopra, Michael Caine,
Kevin  Reynolds, Ben

Kingsley, Sean Connery,
Rock Hudson, Roddy Mc-

Dowell, Princess Mar-
garet, Prince Charles,
Princess Diana, Omar

Sheriff and a cavalcade of
actors/directors/produ-
cers. The meetings shape
his mind and art and add
to the rich repertoire of his
international experience,
especially in the field of
cinema.
_Acts of Remembrances
As an accomplished
actor of Shakespeare, and
a connoisseur of avant-
garde theatre and cinema,
Kabir knows that the act of
recollection is not a mere
act of reminiscence; it is
fundamentally an attempt
at self-definition. The Brit-
ish Romantic Revivalists!
tell us that when we visit a
landscape, we recreate

e

.l.(,.\}

(3

SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

1in 2017. “The best is yet to come.”

through memory a fresh
experience and renew our
identities.

As one goes through
Kabir’s stories, one gets the
unmistakable feeling that
he is attempting, through
the act of narration, to un-
derstand the meaning of
his life, to define for him-
self the fluidity of his many
identities, as a son, a
spouse, father, comrade,
companion, colleague,

patron, philanthropist and
mentor. This is borne out
by the fact that the nar-
rator-protagonist does not
project himself as omni-
scient and all-powerful in

terms of self-knowledge
and self-awareness. His
voice is often marked by
ambiguity and ambival-
ence about his predilec-
tions and actions. Was he
right in this, and correct in
that? Was he just to his
wife Protima and fair to his
son Siddharth, who tragic-
ally ended his life? Could
he have done more for
Parveen Babi? Did he give
enough time to his par-
ents?

Kabir offers specula-
tions and surmises. He ex-
plains the situations but
does not use his stories as
self-justificatory exercises.

BT I

His acts of atonement for
his guilt and regrets for the
mistakes made are there
for all to see. He does not
refrain from showing him-
self as vulnerable and does
not hide behind subter-
fuges, masks and covers for
self-righteous reasons. If
he cannot bear his loneli-
ness, he is upfront about it.
He is not prurient, nor he
is he an exhibitionist. Wis-
dom from hindsight often
gives us the ‘golden mean’
that the wise speak about.
Bollywood Legends
The context for action
here islargely Bollywood, a
national craze and pas-
time. The lives of stars like
Dev Anand?, Rajendra Ku-
mar, Rajesh Khanna, San-
jay Khan?, Asha Parekh*
never fail to excite us.
Their life of struggle, cour-
age and resilience, their
fortunes and misfortunes
are part of the Bollywood
dream machine. Today, in
the social media, the biop-
ics of the film stars of yes-
teryears like Dilip Kumar?,
Sunil Dutt and Dhar-
mendra, Wahida Rehman,
Meena Kumari, Mala
Sinha, Nanda, Sadhana
and Helen are familiar to
the new generation. Manoj
Kumar, Jeetendra and
Amitabh Bachchan, Jaya
and Rekha are on a

comeback trail in the
retrospectives.
But Kabir Bedi appears

to be a stand-alone case.
Perhaps his eclectic class
background, education at
St. Stephens, exposure to
the world of elite culture
and society, and his inher-
itance of the rich Sikh and
British traditions through
his parents, are respons-

ible, in good measure, for

of his

the uniqueness
journey.

As we go through the
eight riveting chapters, we
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collect alms were related to beliefs about

fertility” (p 146). ‘

How she could possibly ! extract the
“self-representation” narratives of hijras
from the 19th century by merely relying
on colonial narratives is a question that
remains unanswered. The sources she
relies on for these religi(gus origin myths
are British ethnologists, namely Russel
(1916), Enthoven (1922), Crooke (1896);
Rose (1911) (p 146). Herein lies the big-
gest oversight of the book in terms of
citational politics—the uncritical citing
of colonial knowledge as sources to
“access” the past and the attendant rein-
vestment in their truth narratives by
doing so. Other oversights like crediting
the photograph of the “[Portrait of]
Meah Sahub. Eunuch” [BL/10R/Photo
269/1(86)] to Lucknow-based photog-
rapher Abbas'Ali (active late 1860s—-80)
instead of Ahmad Ali Khan (active 1850s-62)
could perhaps have been avoided with
more attention to historical detail. How-
ever, the captioning of the photograph as
that of a Khwajasarai with explanations
of the term and links to the Criminal
Tribes Act seem to be unnecessary and
inaccurate extrapolations by the author,
especially so, because the photo is dated
1856-57, at least 14 years before the
Criminal Tribes Act, 1871 came into force.

Central Arguments

The major arguments placed forward by
the book are that there were provincial
projects within British India like the Nwp
campaign in the 1860s that constructed
eunuchs as criminal due to a “hijra panic”
around what the British considered to be
an immoral and ungovernable group
among the natives. By starting the book
with an 1852 murder case, Government v
Ali Buksh in which castration and prosti-
tution are referred to, the author builds
the moment as the catalyst for the
“hijra panic.” She repeatedly refers to
“the rediscovery of the 1852 case as the
moment that the Hijra community was
first ‘exposed” (p 37). However, Laurence
Preston’s work shows archival documen-
tation of commentaries among British
officials, court cases, and inheritance
and initiation laws imposed on hijras in
Bombay and Satara in the 1830s (Preston

1987: 371-87). Moreover, it is widely .
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accepted that the subcontinent was com-
posed of princely states before the British
invasion with the concomitant uneven
expansion of the empire resulting in
some princely states being administered
with varying degrees of independence by
native rulers even as the British directly
controlled other regions. Hence, the pro-
vincial character of administrative and
legal regimes of the time are an accepted
historical premise by most, if not all,
historians of South Asian colonialism.
Many of the claims of the book, such
as the particularity of the campaign to
exterminate hijras in the Nwp remain un-
substantiated. How is the 1852 murder
case a catalyst for laws and amendments
enacted several decades later? What
were the shifts and continuities in ad-
ministrative policies of the East India
Company and the Crown (post 1858)?
Why was there a “hijra panic” in this
particular region and what differentiated
it from other British administered regions?
Indeed, the issue with most positivist
histories is that they are often caught in
a loop of creating causal answers to
complex historical processes.

The book argues that the “extermina-
tion project” launched by the British in
the Nwp was social and cultural involving
the criminalisation of adult eunuchs,
their registration and control through
colonial laws, removal of children who
were attached to hijra households, and
disallowing public performances and
begging, some of the major sources of
livelihood for hijras at the time (pp 93,
106). However, later, the author argues
that the Nnwp administration allowed
chelas (younger kins of hijra mothers/
gurus) to inherit their deceased guru’s
property if they were eunuchs and
lived with the deceased attributing it to
the low value of their properties and
avoidance of administrative burden by

the British (p 223). But, if it was indeed a

systematic extermination plan, the all-
owance for property to be passed on
internally within the hijra households,
regardless of the value of the property,
rests uneasily with that claim.

The most glaring gap in terms of anal-
ysis in the book is the under-exploration
of the caste and racial contexts of British
colonial rule. Although there is an entire
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chapter that addresses Indian “middle
class” morality and hijras, the author
theorises what she calls “the overlaps in
middle-class Indian and colonial accounts
of the Hijra” as a result of the appropria-
tion of colonial morality/modernity by
the Indian middle class, north Indian
class politics, and debates about social
issues (p 91). Although it is mentioned
in passing that for Hindus and Sikhs,
“quotidian caste practices were an impor-
tant ingredient of class identity” (p 83)
the focus is more on class and respecta-
bility. Perhaps the author is under the
belief that caste does not exist in Islam
evidenced by the glossary for Ashrafs
that says “people of aristocratic or emi-
nent families” (p x). In the newspaper
correspondence and letters to the govern-
ment quoted, it is the opinions of mostly
Ashraf men (the exception being Lalla
Badri Pershad of the Indian Reform
League) that are used as evidence for
native prejudicial attitudes to hijras. It
must be emphasised that history writing
has implications for contemporary society,
and the recuperation of hijras/eunuchs
in Hindu origin myths and the dispro-
portionate focus on Ashraf men’s opinions
to the exclusion of dominant caste men
of any other religion have grave impli-
cations for the ongoing project of
depicting Hinduism/Hindutva as one
that is accepting of gender variance
and alternate sexualities.

The Gender and Sexuality Lens

The lens the author uses is a narrow one,
unfortunately, shared by many scholars
of gender and sexuality. Hinchy argues
that in the case of the “hijra community,”
“it was not race so much as colonial
understandings of gender, sexuality and
the body that ruled out the production of
self-disciplining Hijras” (p 12). Colonial
and Indian commentators are repeatedly
quoted referring to hijras as a “race”
(p 100). However, Hinchy claims, “late
19th-century ethnography in India em-
phasised socio-cultural knowledge over
physiological theories of race, unlike
ethnology elsewhere in the British Empire”
(p 40). However, Hinchy herself relies
on ethnological work such as that of
William Crooke that are heavily racialised
and steeped in a discourse of colonial
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anthropology. For instance, Crooke’s in-
troduction to his four volumes on tribes
and castes in Nwp and Oudh in 1896 has
an entire chapter dedicated to anthropom-
etry with detailed measurements of
cephalic, nasal indices, and face angles
of different castes if only to show that
there was similarity in racial background
across castes (pp Xxvii—Cxxxvii).

By seeing the categories of gender,
caste, sexuality, and the body as separa-
ble from racialised colonial systems, the
author presents an account that is based
on an uncritical use of colonial archives
as sources to extract history from, in
spite of claiming to pay attention to the
form of the archive and not just the
content as Stoler (2002) urges us to do
(pp 87-103). Although Hinchy refers to
plural forms of knowledge, she does not
pay attention to the different forms—

statistics, official reports, newspapers,
police registers, etc, and only engages
in a discourse analysis from different
sources highlighting heterogeneous nar-
ratives. Hinchy says, “the plural forms of

knowledge in colonial archives allow us
to piece together a fuller view of 19th
century Hijras’ lives” (p 138). In a bid to
give us a “full view,” Hinchy embarks
on a hurried search for an assumed
stable subject—the eunuch/the hijra
(although fleeting references are made
to bhagatiyas, sakhis, and cross-dressing
performers who might trouble the cate-
gory) within the archives, imposing a
coherent narrative of an ostensibly sys-
tematic, intentional extermination cam-
paign in the Nwp by the British, often
even filling in the “gaps” in the archives.
Nevertheless, this book is a welcome
change from the anthropological stud-
ies of hijras conducted by earlier schol-
ars. It attempts to, in some ways, shift
focus away from the study of hypervisi-
bilised deviant bodies to an examina-

tion of’colonial systems of governance
and control.

Gee Semmalar (G.Semmalar@kent.ac.uk) is a
trans activist and writer interested in histories
of colonialism, sexuality, caste, gender, and
performance studies.
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Why Study Geography? By Alan Parkinson. 200 pp. London: London Publishing Partnership, 2020. $17.26

(Softcover), ISBN: 978-1-913019-15-0.

Why Study

GEOGRAPHY?

Imagine an alternative reality
in which geography were a core
component of the US curricu-
lum. How would American
educators convey geography’s
relevance as an area of study
and career?. In Why Study
Geography?, Alan Parkinson—
2021-2022 president of the
Geographical  Association—
constructs such a vision by
describing why UK students
ought to pursue a geography
degree. Teachers in the land of
opportunity should take note of
how British educators make
pitches about geography, which enjoys far more support and
legitimacy in dear old Blighty.!

Why Study Geography? confirms that the trade of geography
can yield a meaningful career, alongside medical doctors, law-
yers, stone masons, and coders. Each of the first four chapters
addresses a question that students and parents are likely to ask:
(1) What is geography? (2) Why should you study geography?
(3) Where can your geographical studies take you? (4) How have
people used their geography qualifications? Answers arrive as
vignettes of professional geographers, advice for job hunting,
and common public-private sectors where geographers are
found. Chapters 3 and 4 effectively identify and describe geog-
raphy jobs and careers existing outside of education. Doing so,
Parkinson avoids the trap of assuming that geography is inher-
ently important and that everyone should realize this point.
Replies to these questions can prepare students to address con-
cerns posed by parents when their child comes out and admits,
“I want to become a geographer.”

Multiple cases for geography have been made before. What
makes this book distinctive from others? Why Study Geography?
could be seen as the UK complement to American geographer
Alexander Murphy’s (2018) Geography: Why It Matters, but in
crucially different ways. Unlike Murphy, Parkinson enters into a
personal dialogue with the reader. Reading Why Study Geography?
feels like receiving practical life advice from a veteran geographer.
Narration concentrates on UK students, Parkinson’s target audi-
ence. Every chapter ends with short missions that compel readers
to act upon knowledge gained. Murphy’s Geography: Why It
Matters, though short in length and rich in conceptual informa-
tion, takes a more objective, academic tone which might disen-
gage some learners. Murphy’s book presents a theme-by-theme
overview of geography, heavy on relationships among politics,
space, and place (the author’s expertise) and light on the interface
between humans and the environment. Parkinson’s first two

Alan Parkinson

chapters, by contrast, do a more approachable job of balancing
conceptual knowledge, especially nature-society relations, with
pragmatic career guidance.

If readers find responses in chapters 1 through 4 convincing,
then they may proceed to the next two chapters, which provide
guidance on preparing for and making the most of one’s time in
university. The exclusive audience of UK students is a strength
and a limitation. The intimate style reminds geographers that
recruitment necessitates a relationship between educators and
students, not just a portfolio of glossy advertisements, flashy vid-
eos, and department name changes. American geography teach-
ers and students will find much of the book enlightening, while
extended portions of the book may not apply to their situation.
Overlaps exist, but some American readers may find themselves
skimming through sections detailing how students navigate dif-
ferent levels of the British system. One lesson is clear: the profes-
sion of geography is highly contextual and develops in real time.
Teachers must be quick to respond to how geography fits within
existing educational structures, student motivations, and major
challenges of the twenty-first century.

The book is responsive, written to address students right now.
Chapter 7 reflects the book’s timeliness by making the case for
why geography matters now more than ever. The COVID-19
pandemic persists prominently throughout Parkinson’s discus-
sion. Tailored to the present, the book speaks directly to the gen-
eration of students whose futures are surely impacted by mass
lockdowns, loss of family members, and educational changeups.
On the other hand, the text will require regular updates to remain
current. The final chapter lists numerous resources available for
geography students to optimize their education and advance their
careers. As a resource repository, the book bears similarity to
Practicing Geography: Careers for Enhancing Society and the
Environment (Solem, Foote, and Monk 2012) but offers more
updated examples.

A noticeable feature of Why Study Geography? is the citation
of GeoCapabilities as a unifying effort for UK geography educa-
tors. The multinational, multiphase project aims to identify
dimensions of student capabilities that geography can enhance,
then produce curricula that increase those liberating effects.
GeoCapabilities represents a trending initiative among European
geographers. The capabilities approach has had a mixed reception
among members of the American geography education commu-
nity. In any case, the phenomenon begs the question: Which ideas
and initiatives most effectively recruit, unify, and motivate
emerging students and teachers of American geography
education?

Perhaps the most important takeaway from Why Study
Geography? is the centrality of reassurance. The text extends a
refreshing guarantee to young people that they are making the right
choice by dedicating their lives to the study of geography. Considering
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the misinformation about geography in the US context, students
take a risk by trusting us. We should repay them accordingly. T hope
that Why Study Geography? inspires an American equivalent.

Note

1. ‘Blighty’ is an affectionate nickname for England, originating among
British soldiers during World War I.
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Who Needs a World View?, by Raymond Geuss, Cambridge, MA, Harvard University Press, 2020, 187 pp.,

Hardcover ($35.00), ISBN: 9780674245938

When students enter a graduate program in geography, they
are likely to take a course on geographic history and philoso-
phy, also known as geographic thought. Textbooks on the
matter typically trace geographic philosophies along a neat
progression: ancient Greco-Roman geography, early modern
geographers like Alexander von Humboldt, Friedrich Ratzel's
environmental determinism, Carl Sauer’s cultural ecology, the
quantitative revolution, and the cultural turn of the 1960s. As
a perspective that draws from various ideas and philosophies,
geographic thinking, however, rarely materializes as plainly as
geographic thought treatises depict. Indeed, Innes Keighren,
Federico Ferretti, and others confirm that geographic thought
is a delightfully messy, schizophrenic, interrelated pile of ideas
thrown together into research articles, archives, institutional
presidential addresses, and historiographies.

Geographic thought classes are the mutt of philosophy
seminars. With messiness comes freedom to challenge
taken-for-granted ideas in geography. Consider the world
view, a unified system of knowledge that defines a group’s
understanding of the world. In Who needs a world view?,
philosopher Raymond Geuss (2020) questions the validity of
the concept. Geuss’s main point: “Once we have seen
through the sources of the obsession with unity, complete-
ness, consistency, and invariability, we may become capable
of seeing other possibly valuable ways of thinking and liv-
ing” (xix). In other words, relying upon a single lens to view
the world blinds us more than it opens our eyes. World
views obscure discovering what works in local contexts.

Who needs a world view? is a collection of individual
essays, not a “unitary, systematic monograph,” which means
that each chapter can be read independently (xix). Geuss's
theoretical lens builds atop the pragmatic ideas of Czech
mathematician and logician Kurt Godel. His influential 1931
paper, “On formally undecidable theorems of Principia
mathematica and related systems,” held that arithmetic is not
a static system of knowledge for structuring our relationship
to the world. According to Geuss (xii), Godel argued that
“knowledge was best construed [...] as a series of repeated
attempts by living agents to make the best of problematic sit-
uations, attempts that were at best more or less successful
within some given context.” Expanding upon Godel’s ideas,
Geuss draws from an array of resources, such as personal
experiences, philosophy, art, religion, and history.

Perhaps the most important essay is the first, sharing the
same title as the book. This is where Geuss questions the
utility of all-encompassing ideas that shape our world views,
such as axioms, ideologies, maxims, and proverbs. “Who
needs a world view?” is organized autobiographically accord-
ing to philosophy mentors Geuss encountered through his
life, namely Father Krigler (Béla) and Sidney Morgenbesser.
The two teachers compelled Geuss to reimagine Catholicism

<0

—

and Communism not as unchanging, monolithic world
views, but as dynamic, historically contingent ferments of
values and beliefs. Although Geuss’s analysis treats proverbs
with suspicion, it does bring to mind the following phrase:
when you have a hammer, everything starts to look like a
nail. In this case, the world view represents the hammer
because one way of knowing cannot be adequately applied
to every site and situation.

Postmodern/post-structural geographers might appreciate
and critique Geuss’s pragmatic spin on cultural relativism.
Humanistic geographers might establish connections
between Geuss’s perspective and ideas like Relph’s (2008,
321) pragmatic sense of place, which entails responding to
socio-environmental challenges by “combining an appreci-
ation for the distinctiveness of a locality with a grasp of its
relationship to regional and larger contexts.” According to
Relph, what works for one place might not work for
another. Such ties to the geographic context are unapparent
in Geuss’s exposition and could be considered for further
scholarly inquiry.

The remaining eight chapters highlight flaws in the world
view as a concept. The book’s disconnected organization
feels akin to posting themes on a bulletin board, then ran-
domly throwing darts at the cork'to see what Geuss will
write about next. Chapter 2, “Games and proverbs,” refutes
the idea that people can make their lives a work of art or
find an all-encompassing proverb to explain their situation.
Life is an incomplete, unfolding “series of flickering
moments” that will never be fully realized (54). No memoir,
image, quote, or obituary will ever bring one’s life into
full view.

Chapter 2’s gaming theme becomes ‘more developed
when we skip ahead to Chapter 4, “Life is a game,” which
refutes its own title in the first sentence by stating, “No, it
isn’t” (83). The essay claims that humans incorrectly com-
pare life to a game. No fixed rules exist. Instead, rules are
nested in a hierarchy of what a group or individual prioritizes
at the moment. For Geuss, there is no universal doctrine for
life, only subjective sense-making that constantly changes
according to time and place. As a humanist who believes that
some rules transcend contexts (e.g., the importance of respon-
sibility, empathy, and compassion in place-making), I refrain
from completely accepting Geuss’s argument. Amid that ten-
sion can arise healthy debate about fundamental truths versus
cultural relativism in geography.

Doubling back, Chapter 3, “Enlightenment, genealogy,
and the historicality of concepts,” examines how history,
though always incomplete, informs understandings of the
present and future. Geuss portrays historicality as the rela-
tionship between history and one’s perception of reality.
Contrary to conventional wisdom, history is not singular
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* and sequential. It embodies a complex overlapping of events

~ through time, with scholars attempting to arrange a de facto

storyline. Origins of ideas and events do not arise because
they belong together, but because they are forced together to
form a “false sense of the coherence of their elements, of gen-
eral meaningfulness, and even of the self-evidence around
themselves” (82). Geuss’s historicality connects to the post-
modern insights of historical geographer David Wishart on
periodization and historical representation. Unfortunately, the
book only indirectly addresses how geographicality—people-
place relationships—factors into the discussion.

Following the fourth chapter, Geuss directs attention to
metaphysics, or the study of abstract theories about know-
ledge, reality, and what it means to be human. Movers and
shakers throughout history desire to imagine perfect places,
utopias where a society functions effectively according to a
set of collective morals. Utopian impulses, though valuable
to signal that problems need -fixing, “represent the dead
hand of the human past” (115). Manifestos, for example, are
defective because they render an imagined reality visible “as
if it were obvious” and “something already there (although
not salient)” (121). Geuss advocates for metaphysics that are
rooted not in a singular god or belief system, but rather in
historical context, especially as thinkers navigate “multiple
shifting perspectives [ ... ] between irreducibly different con-
texts” (163). That is all fine and good, but then Geuss
throws a wrench into his argument in the book’s final sen-
tence, “If one wants to call this a ‘world view,” then I have
no objection to that” (163). On the surface, this statement
appears as a blatant contradiction to everything the author
has written up to this point. Perhaps, following Geuss’s logic,
it is more about actively world viewing as opposed to pos-
sessing a world view.

It is fair to say that this text is intended for philosophy
scholars and not for a broader audience. Philosophers, like
geographers, have their own style of structuring and com-
municating knowledge, which can render their work illegible
to outsiders. In Who needs a world view?, key arguments
tend to get buried in long paragraphs or revealed at the end
of a chapter. Saving the best lines for last might work for
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poems, but the tactic does not work in these essays. Non-
philosophers may grow impatient by the inclusion of
untranslated foreign quotes (e.g., long German passages
quoted at length), important points underemphasized, and
obscure names of philosophers. Having these feelings,
myself, I found that diligent rereading and googling helped,
but I remained questioning how large blocks of text fit
together to support the overall thesis.

Despite its drawbacks, Geuss’s analysis is thorough and
prosaic. Geographic thought instructors might assign each
student to report on one of these essays (perhaps pick a
chapter out of a hat), then relate it to how geographers
make sense of the world view. While geographers can gain
much from Who needs a world view?, they also have much
to contribute. This work of philosophy is heavy on history
and metaphysics but light on geography. Who needs a world
view? opens dialogue about the role of geographic thought
in improving our understanding of the world view.
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What Would Nature Do? A Guide for Our Uncertain Times, by Ruth DeFries, New York: Columbia University
Press, 2020, 264 pp., $26.95 (hardcover). ISBN: 9780231199421

What would nature do? articulates four key mindsets that
can help us better understand and deal with the increasing
global vulnerabilities that humanity faces in the twenty-first
century. Dr. Ruth DeFries is a geographer and 2007
MacArthur Fellow. Her human-environment and sustain-
ability research has used remote sensing and field observa-
tions to address the complex interactions involving
agriculture, land use, and biogeochemical cycles. What
would nature do? is a highly readable guide for these trou-
bling times with six chapters that cover 166 pages. DeFreis
devotes a chapter to each of the four key lessons from
nature. This scholarly work has no maps, an Index that cov-
ers 12 pages, 39 pages of Notes, and 28 pages of References.
Numerous artistic drawings by Sophie Capshaw-Mack illus-
trate aspects of the text.

Earth system complexity, uncertainty and vulnerability
are key themes of the introductory chapter, “The dragons
are back.” DeFries connects her ideas on uncertainty and a
civilization unprepared for future shocks to an inscription
on the 1504 Hunt-Lenox globe. The globe has a Latin phrase
which translates as here are dragons. DeFries suggests that
contemporary dragons arise from “the recent past [that] no
longer serves as a guide to the future” and “that the twenti-
eth century, silver bullet-driven paradigm of efficiency and
technological progress cannot protect us” (4). She argues
that there is a need to learn from nature, where “over deep
time and through trial and error [...] surprising tricks to
stay nimble and resilient evolve in nature” (6). In making
the case for learning from the natural world, DeFries sug-
gests that an overemphasis on cause and effect and siloed
scientific thinking has humanity unprepared to deal with
contemporary problems. Linking the predominant mechanis-
tic and clockwork world view back to the ideas of René
Decartes and Issac Newton, she suggests that this reduction-
ist approach, which broke down a complex system into its
component parts, pushed humanity along an unsustainable
development pathway. Citing a number of examples of past
civilizations that collapsed when they were unprepared for
shocks to the system, she makes the case for both humility
and a need to better understand complex and interconnected
systems. DeFries indicates that a goal for the book is to tell
the story of four counterintuitive and underappreciated nat-
ural strategies that can protect against future shocks.

The second chapter, “Recovery from a crash: Install cir-
cuit breakers,” addresses stabilizing feedbacks as an import-
ant system component. Using examples from short and
long-term time scales, DeFries discusses several cases that
document the important role of stabilizing (negative) feed-
backs in complex systems. A pertinent example involves
changing policies regarding wildfire in western North
American forests. It is now recognized that low-intensity
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ground fires are an important ecosystem component provid-
ing long-term stability. Unfortunately, the historical Forest
Service and Park Service policy/goal of having all fires put
out by 10 am the next morning increased fuel loads and was
counterproductive. Other examples of stabilizing feedbacks
are the rules to halt stock market trading when sales drop
system indicators at too fast a rate, as well as the human
reactions of shivering to warm a body and perspiration to
assist in cooling. Within the realm of Earth sciences, inter-
action among mountain building, weathering, and erosion
plays an important role in regulating global temperature and
carbon sequestration over deep time.

Having options available is a key message in “Hedges for
bets: Invest in diversity.” Using examples like seed banks,
languages, investment portfolios, and the microbiome in the
human gut, DeFries makes the case that diversity is a neces-
sary survival strategy and a stabilizing force for dealing with
surprises in either natural or human produced complex sys-
tems. The third chapter includes a discussion of redundancy
in aircraft design as a hedge against problems. The discus-
sion touches on the green revolution and global food pro-
duction, using these topics to document how efforts to
improve efficiency can put humanity in a position that runs
counter to the lessons we can learn from nature.

Readers with some geography in their training will feel at
home with the core concepts and related examples in
“Minding the net: Defending against cascading failure.” The
fourth chapter deals with the importance of different net-
work designs, with some patterns being more efficient and
also prone to a shock or failure that can cascade throughout
the system. The spatially oriented discussion addresses con-
ditions and connections with illustrations of network pat-
terns that include randomness, clusters, regular spaced grids,
branching, and nested loops. Using examples that include
global trade, veins in leaves, the spread of diseases, termite
colonies, and airline route connections, DeFries highlights
the importance of redundancy as a characteristic of a more
resilient network architecture. An emphasis on efficiency in
network connections, as in the hub-and-spoke design used
by the airline industry, is problematic when there is a prob-
lem at a hub (e.g., weather related delays) that cascades to
other nodes in the system. The human tendency for efficient
network design has put civilization at risk.

The concept of natural resources and their management
is a central theme of “One size fits no one: Make decisions
from the bottom up.” The emphasis of the chapter is on the
value of a bottom-up or local approach to dealing with nat-
ural resource management. Starting with an Aristotelian
quote related to resources used by all and a lack of care, the
emphasis shifts to Garett Hardin’s tragedy of the commons.
Hardin advocated for a top-down approach to resource
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management in 1968, and that mindset produced policies in
the 1970s that included the Clean Water Act, the Clean Air
Act, and the Endangered Species Act. DeFries cites the bril-
liant work by Nobel Laureate, Elinor Ostrom, on the wise
and sustainable management of resources at the local scale
to argue that a bottom-up approach is needed. Ostrom rec-
ognized that sharing information, building trust, establishing
rules and ways to enforce compliance, and communication
networks (i.e., social capital) were central to sustainable
resource management. Ostrom’s bottom-up toolkit identified
eight design principles that could be adapted by collective
action to deal with varying local conditions. DeFries dis-
cusses the atmospheric commons and provides information
related to the Montreal Protocol and the Kyoto Protocol as
contrasting examples to document that top-down
approaches can be problematic. An important message from
the chapter addresses our complex global system with the
suggestion that we should be “making and enforcing rules at
nested levels” (139).

The final chapter, “Cycles of renewal,” integrates findings
from the four previous chapters to make the case that we
should learn from nature-based analogies to advance civiliza-
tion. Having illustrated some of the problems of the mech-
anistic or clockwork worldview, DeFries takes a deep time
view in discussing how nature and civilizations are complex
adaptive systems subject to shocks and uncertainty. She sug-
gests that a temporal pattern of growth, stagnation, break-
down, and renewal is' characteristic of both. In addressing
civilizations, the concepts of path-dependency and “lock-in”
are presented along with the suggestion that innovation can
help avoid stagnation. Throughout the book, DeFries makes
convincing arguments based on extensive use of exist-
ing knowledge.

There is an emphasis in the text on the importance of
using humility as we consider applying the lessons from
nature. Others have suggested that knowledge combined
with humility can lead to wisdom. DeFries has written a
book that successfully makes the case that our worldview
needs to shift and that we have work to do. A quote from
Ralph Waldo Emerson seems relevant: “[W]hen nature has
work to be done, she creates a genius to do it.” It seems
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very appropriate that DeFries was selected as a MacArthur
Fellow, an award that is unofficially referred to as a
“genius grant.”

The four major themes that DeFries addresses—feedbacks
within systems, diversity, networks, and aspects of social
capital—are not subjects commonly included in the school
curriculum. If nature has lessons for us regarding how to
survive on this planet, then it would be good to help current
and future students understand those sustainability lessons
and related concepts. It can be argued that DeFries has iden-
tified four themes that fit within the realm of higher order
thinking. Several decades ago, the American Association for
the Advancement of Science (AAAS) Project 2061 and the
Science for All Americans effort identified a set of Common
Themes, notably systems, models, constancy and change,
and scale. More recently, the Next Generation Science
Standards developed a list of Crosscutting Concepts that
include patterns; cause and effect, mechanism and explan-
ation; scale, proportion and quantity; systems and system
models; energy and matter: flows, cycles, and conservation;
structure and function; and stability and change. It is per-
haps unfortunate that one is hard pressed to find an inter-
disciplinary class that directly considers one or more of
these Common Themes or Crosscutting Concepts. As the
education system is transformed to help future students rec-
ognize the limits of a mechanistic and clockwork worldview,
there is a need for curriculum reform to address important
multidisciplinary ideas that will help humanity be better
planetary stewards. What would nature do? is an important
book that identifies some of the limits of contemporary
thinking and, thus, presents a challenge for improving the
education system.
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Mapping Is Elementary, My Dear: 100 Activities for Teaching Map Skills to K-6 Students by S. Kay Gandy

MAPPING IS
ELEMENTARY, MY DEAR

S. Kay Ganpy

Mapping Is Elementary, My Dear: 100 Activities for Teaching
Map Skills to K-6 Students by S. Kay Gandy is a resource for
elementary teachers who need quick and easy activities to infuse
geography instruction into their classrooms. In the introduc-
tion, “Why Geography?,” Gandy explains the importance-of
geography education in elementary classrooms and the mis-
conceptions many teachers have about what geography instruc-
tion looks like when working with younger learners. She
discusses that oftentimes, teacher-training programs do not
require geography courses, leaving today’s teachers underpre-
pared to teach geography in their classrooms. Gandy stresses
the importance of teaching geography in elementary classrooms
and how it is much more than memorizing locations on a map.
Teaching geography helps our students connect to places and
people they have never met and, as elementary teachers, we can
help encourage students to ask questions and make connections
between their own lives and the geography of our world. She
goes on to explain the kind of skills that should be taught in the
primary grades to build the foundational knowledge students
need to access higher levels of geography understanding, There
are not many district-adopted resources out there for teachers
to use. This book is designed to help elementary teachers feel
comfortable and prepared to teach geography in their
classrooms.

After the introduction, the book is laid out in a series of chap-
ters focusing on skills and activities to help build a specific type
of geographic knowledge with students. The chapters all begin

with a humorous comic that relates to the chapter’s topic which
is followed by a brief explanation of the geography skills that fall
within that concept. For example, chapter 1 is called “Location,”
and the summary at the beginning explains what kinds of ques-
tions to ask students, the difference between absolute and relative
location, the terms geographers use to describe location, and the
importance of using hands-on activities to build these concepts.
The short introduction of one to two pages for each chapter is
helpful, especially for educators who may not be familiar with
the background behind each geography concept or who just need
a quick and easy-to-read reference guide that includes history
and key terms.

Once Gandy has outlined her explanation for the concepts
covered in the chapter, she includes user-friendly teaching
activities to build geographical knowledge. Each activity
includes the name, short list of materials needed, appropriate
grade levels, suggested time for the activity, as well as a brief
description of what to do with students. The activities are
written in a way that is accessible to elementary teachers look-
ing for a way to infuse geography instruction into their class-
rooms. Some examples of activities included in the book are
as follows: playing snippets of songs that mention places in
the United States and marking those places on a map in the
chapter called “Locations”; using an orange or grapefruit with
rubber bands on it to teach about the equator, prime meridian,
and hemispheres in the chapter called “Perspectives”; and hav-
ing students create pirate maps with a variety of locations
noted with different letters for each location in the chapter
called “Types of Maps.” All of the activities included in this
book are hands-on and interactive, engaging students and
supporting learning. We all know that time to teach geography
and social studies in the classroom is very limited, so the fact
that almost all of the activities are designed to take 30 minutes
or less is helpful. Only the chapter “Mapping with Technology”
includes activities that require multiple hours or days of
instruction.

Following the activities section, there is a list of literature
citations and summaries that teachers can use to select read-
aloud materials that can help build the skills from the chapter.
With time for social studies instruction put on the back burner
in many elementary classrooms, especially with a large number
of students involved in distance or hybrid learning due to the
current pandemic, the books she references are an easy way
for teachers to integrate geography into their reading instruc-
tion. A number of the activities in each chapter reference using
one of the books described in the chapter to teach the geogra-
phy skill. This allows teachers to not only cover geography
skills when teaching but also reinforce critical reading
standards.
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At the end of each chapter, Gandy includes possible assess-
ment questions and answers that can be asked to students after
working on the particular geography concepts. We all know how
much busy teachers appreciate answer keys! Looking at the types
of assessment questions for the chapter before planning and
teaching would be helpful so that a teacher could teach with those
skills and concepts in mind. The questions provided also make
designing an assessment tool, whether formative or summative,
easy to do if needed or desired.

The back of the book includes a series of appendices. One of
the most helpful is the suggested scope and sequence of map skills
K-6. There is also a glossary of geographic terms and definitions
and some charts, tables, and examples that are referenced in a few
of the activities throughout the book. One of the last resources in
the book is a table that includes a list of all one hundred activities,
organized by concept, that shows which activities are designed
for each grade at the elementary level, K-6; which page each activ-
ity is on; and how much time each activity is designed to take.

In today’s world, it is important that elementary teachers
help build our students’ understanding of the people, places,
and interconnectedness of our planet. Whether we are teaching
in person, with a hybrid model, or solely through distance
learning, teaching geography matters. Many of the activities
in Gandy’s book are designed to be taught in person, but the
literature citations she includes would be helpful for teachers
who are teaching through distance learning and want to embed
geography into their language arts instruction. Gandy’s book
takes all of the geography activities one might learn about at
a geography conference or in a training and puts them all in
one location for easy reference. In a world where there is a lack
of funding and accountability for teaching geography in the
classroom, especially at the elementary level, Mapping Is
Elementary, My Dear is a helpful resource for classroom
teachers.
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A Bridge of Transition to

the Postcolonial

GYANESH KUDAISYA

his book is focused on a critical
period of contemporary South
Asian history. It attempts a mi-
cro-history of the extraordinary 11 months
between September 1946 and August
1947 during which an “Interim Govern-
ment,” with both the Congress and Muslim
League as partners, held office in New
Delhi. Rakesh Ankit’s aim is to analyse

the context, course and consequences of

the Interim Government’s policies. He
also seeks to delineate the processes, ex-
periences and structures that shaped the
transfer of power and partition.

Ankit argues that the regime at the
helm was made up of a “strange amalga-
mation of individuals and institutions,
structures and processes, and networks
and agents” (p xi) and, as such, deserves
to be studied on its own terms and not
treated cursorily as an epilogue to empire,
or a prelude to partition. His work raises
several important questions: How did the
Interim Government impact the emerging
Indian state? To what extent did its poli-
cies and interventions affect sections of
Indian society?

These questions remain neglected in
the existing historiography. This is ironi-
cal, considering that rich archival docu-
mentation is available in the 12-volume
Transfer of Power in India (Mansergh
and E W R Lumby 1970-82) series based
on British colonial records of the India
Office in London, complemented by the
Towards Freedom series published by the
Indian Council of Historical Research
(1985-2015). To these one may add the
Quaid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah
Papers, edited by the Pakistani historian
Z A Zaidi (1993) and The Viceroy’s Journal
(Moon 1973), the memoirs of Lord

Jlndia in the Interregnum: Interim Government
September 1946-August 1947 by Rakesh Ankit,
New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2019; pp xii + 376,
1,195.

and a more recent essay by the Paki-
stani historian Mohammad Igbal Chawla
(2014). In this sense Ankit’s book-length
study fills a critical void. In doing so it
highlights elements of institutional and
political continuity from the colonial to
the postcolonial, in the face of a substan-
tial body of historical works which have
emphasised rupture and discontinuity
as the central features of transfer of
power and partition.

Continuities at the Centre

The book is divided into three parts.
Part 1 “Before Partition: At the Centre”
deals with the working of the Interim
Government under the two last viceroys,

Wavell and Mountbatten. Part n “Be-

neath Partition: Personnel and Processes”
examines the functioning of departments
at the centre and the contributions of
_ Indian Civil Service (1cs) officers helming
these. Part 11 “Beside Partition: Among
the Provinces” deals with individual pro-
vincial governments run by the Congress.
In Part 1 Ankit offers the overarching
narrative of continuity in constitutional
* structures, processes and personnel, which
provided the “bridge of transition” to the
new state. Chapter 1 is devoted to the
working of the Interim Government un-
der the penultimate viceroy, Wavell and
provides interesting details about its
formation and the dynamic that evolved
between ministers and the British official-
dom. Once Wavell swore in the initial sev-
en Congress ministers led by Jawaharlal

Wavell. A critical and detailed histori-
cal study of this momentous period has
been lacking, except for two articles, one
by the economic historian Raghabendra
Chattopadhyay (1988) on the much-
debated Liaquat Ali Khan budget of 1946

30

Nehru, who ended “his oath with a soft
Jai Hind” (p13), friendly and easy inter-
actions came to mark working relation-
ships. However, Ankit shows that defence
and political departments remained
matters of jurisdictional contention. For
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example, Nehru raised the delicate is-
sue of the continued deployment of over
1,90,000 Indian soldiers in Japan, Malaya,
Burma, Iraq, Ceylon and West Asia. On
completing his term, Wavell returned to
London in March 1947 with this assess-
ment for his political bosses:

Proceedings in the Cabinet had been con-
ducted in a friendly, good-humoyred and
practical manner. This, however, had not
drawn the Congress and Muslim League
closer together. (p 51) :

In Chapter 2 Ankit focuses on the
Interim Government’s dealings with
Mountbatten from March to August
1947. After his first week in New Delhi,
Mountbatten found “his” ministers in
“complete. unanimity” and was “grati-
fied” for this “united front.” However,
this proved to be deceptive, as later
events were to show. Mountbatten intro-
duced the practice of cabinet committees
in the Interim Government. In Chapter 3,
Ankit takes up the working of the central
departments. Statistics and details are
provided about finance and commerce,
food, education, railways, civil aviation,
labour, home, and so on. The focus is on
ics officers in Chapter 4 and it offers in-
sights into shifting attitudes and loyal-
ties in the context of regime change.
Profiles of 1cs officials and their experi-
ences serve to underscore, once more,
the theme of continuity. In Chapter s,
plans 'sketched by the Interim Govern-
ment for the setting up of the future
Ministry of External Affairs and the
Planning Commission are discussed.

Provincial Ministries at Work

The final part of Ankit’s work, consisting
of Chapters 6 to 11, deals with provincial
Congress ministries and their working.
Each of these chapters, instead of provid-
ing a comprehensive evaluation, focuses
on a key issue. In the case of Bihar
(Chapter 6), it is the police mutiny led
by the socialist ex-constable Ramanand
Tiwari. In Bombay (Chapter 7), the
perilous food situation is taken up, while
in Central Provinces and Berar Hindu
communalism of the Rashtriya Sway-
amsevak Sangh (Rss) and the Hindu

Mahasabha provides grist to the mill.

In Madras the “communist spectre” and',

C Rajagopalachari’s dealings with trade
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ion activists is the theme, while for

1e United Provinces chapter, communal

_éleavages and law and order challenges

are the focus.

~ Overall, Ankit’s work manages to.convey

~ a vivid sense of the dramatic events

between September 1946 and August
1947 when the Interim Government held
office. It also highlights the deep feel-
ings of political uncertainty about the
future which prevailed in the subconti-
nent. It, to a large extent, is able to en-
capsulate the events associated with the
Interim Government and the complex
<‘ interplay of institutions and historical
personalities at the helm. He affirms that
“it is erroneous to look upon the Interim
Government only as a last-ditch effort to
stall/avoid Partition” (p 350). He goes
further to challenge the prevailing histo-
riographic view which looks upon the
i Interim Government as “a half-hearted
{ compromise neglected by those who
participated in it” and ‘deemed too little,
too late, neither inspiring nor efficient”
(p 350).

In Ankit’s view the Interim Govern-
ment was “a landmark of political accom-
modation and power-sharing.” He looks
upon it as a necessary “bridgehead dur-
ing a phase of transition” which brought
“Indian nationalists to the centre of gov-
ernance and power” (p 351) but, in doing
s0, did not resolve any of the long-stand-
ing conflicts or dilemmas inherent in the
different conceptions of nationalism.

Nonetheless, Ankit sees positive lega-
cies of the Interim Government. For ex-
ample, its economic policies, he argues,
“provided a base for the “socialistic pat-
tern of society” of the 1950s by meas-
ures which envisioned “a substantial
social egalitarianism and a recasting of
the fiscal system for social ends.” He is
particularly enamoured of its stellar
cast of characters:

It was a gifted administration, a government
of prima donnas in many ways ... but one in
which the broad vision of Nehru, the mana-
gerial skills of Liaquat, the spartan intensity
of Patel, the ebullient authority of Rajago-
palachari, the appealing austerity of Prasad,
the intellectualism of Azad, the experience
of Mathai, the administrative flair of Jagjivan
Ram and the loyalty of Chundrigar, Ghazanfar
and Nishtar [were] welded into some kind of
a whole, while it lasted. (p 351)
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One key drawback of Ankit’s work re-

lates to the selection of his regional case
studies to which he has devoted six out
of 11 chapters. These are focused exclu-
sively on “Congress Provinces” and have
altogether neglected Muslim-majority
provinces, such as Bengal, Punjab and
the Sindh, which were very much in the
news. This is intriguing as the focus in
the first half of the work is on the Con-
gress and the Muslim League working
together at the centre. A more represent-
ative mix of the provincial case studies
would have added to his effort. Further,
Ankit’s work does not cover events and
developments taking place in the princely
states, as the political department re-
mained outside the jurisdiction of the
Interim Government. Scholars interest-
ed in the political transition taking place
in princely India must turn to the authori-
tative work of lan Copland and the
recent studies of Taylor Sherman and
Sunil Purushotham.

Notwithstanding these limitations, India
in the Interregnum: Interim Government,
September 1946 and August 1947 is a
welcome addition to the literature on
the turbulent 1940s. As the first work to

offer a connected account of this com-
plex period, it has an intrinsic signifi-
cance. It shall be useful to researchers,
postgraduate students and general read-
ers interested in that period. It may also
serve to enhance Ankit’s reputation as
a meticulous, thoughtful and engaging
researcher in the field of contemporary
Indian history.

Gyanesh Kudaisya (Gyanesh@nus.edu.sg) is at
the South Asian Studies Programme, National
University of Singapore.
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EPWREF India Time Series
(www.epwrfits.in)

e _ Procurement of Foodgrains

Meat and Wool

State-wise Agricultural Statistics

The Economic and Political Weekly Research Foundation (EPWRF) has added State-wise
data to the Agricultural Statistics module of its online database, India Time Series (ITS).
State-wise time series starts from 1960—61, depending upon data availability, and covers:

e Area, Production and Yield (APY): Foodgrains, Oil seeds, Fibre crops, Spices,
Horticulture crops, Plantation crops and Other crops

o Land-by-Use and Area under Irrigation (source-wise and crop-wise)
«  Production and Use of Agricultural Inputs: Fertilisers and Electricity

. Livestock Statistics: Production and Per Capita Availability of Milk, Eggs, Fish,

« Livestock Population: Rural and Urban area

o Value of Output from Agriculture and Allied Activities, with different base years
Following statistics have been added to the All-India data series:

e  Minimum Support Prices.(MSP) of Crops

« Livestock Population: Rural and Urban areas

The EPWRF ITS has 23 modules covering a range of macroeconomic, financial and
social sector indicators on the Indian economy.

For more details, visit www.epwrfits.in or e-mail to: its@epwrf.in
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‘/gantanu Das, India, Empire, and First World War Culture: Writings,

Images, and Songs, Cambridge University Press, Cambridge, 2018,
454 pp., ¥2099. ISBN: 9781107441590 (Paperback).

Santanu Das’s India, Empire, and First World War Culture: Writings, Images, and
Songs is a magisterial account of the Indian experience of the First World War,
and also of the imperial context within which this experience took shape. It brings
together his decade-long research into the ‘experiences of people from undivided
India [...]—both soldiers and civilians, men and women, sepoys, labourers, las-
cars, orderlies, doctors, politicians and intellectuals—in the First World War and
the way such experiences were represented in variety of forms: testimonial, politi-
cal, visual, aural and literary’ (p. 11). Within such a forthright theoretical frame
Das offers a virtual four de force, and through a series of carefully orchestrated
reading of texts, images, songs, oral narratives and other resources guides the
reader through both the extraordinary and the mundane of a world-shaping event,
with copious assistance on both. The result is an unusually textured history of the
First World War and India, with a veritable maze of individuals, events, and sto-
ries. Even when such individuals or events are located in the Indian subcontinent,
both thematically and historically, his readings conjure a very different idea of the
world implicated in the World War: a world primarily made up of half-forgotten
men and women, their mobility across the globe and along the imperial grid, and
their traces in the cultural texts of not only India but also of Europe, the Middle
East, or Northern Africa. As Das often notes in the book, the very nature of the
events he describes, or the characters he tracks through dusty archives, insisted on
these connected histories across geographical and cultural boundaries. What he
calls ‘First World War culture’ is most prominently visible in these connected
histories where an enigmatic character like Jemadar Mir Mast joins a gifted writer
like Swarnakumari Devi, or forlorn sepoys scattered across battle frontiers find
themselves juxtaposed with more prominent figures like Gandhi, Tagore, and
Nazrul Islam. Some of these connections are expected, others unpredictable—
together they provide the tenor and the heft the book requires.

It is difficult to summarize a book as diverse and deliberative as this one. Das
does not offer one overarching argument or idea across the four parts and ten
chapters that constitute the book. Rather, what unites the book is its methodologi-
cal nuances, Das’s detailed and patient probing of the archive, and also his ability
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to weave these diverse materials within a narrative that captures the Indian reali-
ties of the First World War. As he suggests in the ‘Introduction’, a work of this
scope requires a redefinition of the ‘archive’ itself and forces one to extend the
idea both ‘horizontally and vertically’. Across chapters, as a result, one encoun-
ters a range of ‘material’—official records along with ‘rumour, gossip, memoirs,
photographs, sketches, sound-recordings, songs, poems and imaginative litera-
ture’—that crosses neat boundaries between the ‘subaltern and elite, the street
performer and the Nobel Laureate’ and redraws the limits of the archive itself
(pp. 23-5). It is this strategic flattening of archival material where texts form elite
cultural context share the same epistemological status with material used for sol-
dier recruitment (e.g., the play Bangali Paltan) or letters written from war fronts
that signals the methodological uniqueness of the book. Along with this, and as
part of the granular detailing, unfolds another methodological choice Das makes,
something that can perhaps be called archival hesitation. It is a productive process
of slow reading that shows a rare—and ethical—ability to linger with texts, as
also to refuse the temptation of generalizing evidence in favour of sweeping grand
narratives. What I have in mind is not a simple ‘literary’ reading of ‘historical’
documents. Rather, it is closer in spirit to the best in historical ethnography—say,
in works of authors like Michael Taussig—that brings about a wealth of sympa-
thetic attention to the very act of reading.

This is evident, for instance, in Das’s portrayal of the sepoy figure in the third
part of the book. After detailing European representations of the sepoy in the pre-
vious section, here he concentrates on the ‘sepoys’ various experiences in Europe,
as expressed by themselves’ and, as a corollary, the ‘inner world of the sepoy’
(p. 204-5). Thus Chapter 5 entitled ““Life-Writing” from Below’ explores letters
written by the sepoys from various fronts along with the poems they often quoted
or the sound recordings of their ‘songs, stories and prayers’ available through the
POW camp at Wiinsdorf. However, it is the deliberate—if somewhat ironic—
invocation of life writing (albeit within scare quotes) as the framing device for
these letters that allows him to treat these documents not only as missives to be
read but also as material traces of the period that had a larger world of circulation
and signification. As he points out, within semi-literate societies such letters func-
tioned like tactile presence of distant lives, and their very materiality embodied
a world much larger than their mere legibility could ever accommodate. Against
this material history, and as a supplementary narrative, however, Das poses a fun-
damental question about this archive: since the original letters are mostly lost
and what survives are censored excerpts selected and translated by war officials,
can this archive ‘be opened up to provide a history of emotions from below’?
(p. 205). Within this paradoxical space—constituted by the official desire to

police the sepoys’ thoughts and the expressions of strange emotions from battle-

fields—he chooses to stage the inner world of the sepoy, with an extraordinary
admixture of emotion and guile, with the concurrent desires to transmit one’s
message and to avoid the censor’s eye. Such a reading strategy can only succeed if
one is ready to patiently probe the narrative and psychological investment in such
writing, cross-referenced with the larger events they allude to or the emotional
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register they share. In Chapters 6 and 7, this lingering sympathy with the mate-
rial is again evident in Das’s careful reading of the wartime writings of largely
middle-class professionals like doctors and bureaucrats or testimonials by serving
soldiers. Across these different forms, genres, and materiality of the archive the
ethical lingering explores different dimensions of the war as a human event.

If Das’s account of the First World War is construed through this extraordinary
care for the archive, such fragmentary readings find their eventual unity through
the war itself. Indeed, these details, when set against the backdrop of the cata-
strophic war, respond to a fundamental crisis in modern times. In his reflections
on the art of storytelling and the works of Nikolai Leskov, Walter Benjamin notes
that one of the most noticeable things about the experience of the First World
War was that its trauma exposed the limits of ‘communicable experience’, and
unlike earlier wars, this time ‘men returned from the battlefield grown silent’.
Even when a ‘floo