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INTRODUCTION

Book Reviews aims to identify the books published recently on all the subjects relevant to
NCERT.

Book Reviews have been selected from Learned Periodicals & Newspapers received in
LDD during the month of December, 2018.

Book Reviews arc arranged under broad Subject Headings. Details about the Author,
Title, Place of Publication, Name of Publisher, Year, Pages, Price, ISBN followed by analytical
review with exact reference to periodicals in which reviewed appeared. It will be our endeavour
to bring out this Book Selection Reference Tool.

Book Reviews will be useful to our faculty members in selecting / recommending

relevant books for our library and also to keep abreast of latest publications in their
specialization.

We eagerly await to receive your views and comments.

(Prof. Saroj Yadav)

Chairperson, LDD
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Revisiting portralts and remmlscences of bygone era stars

BISHWANATH GHOSH

eh Un Dinofi Ki Baat Hai —
i loosely ' translated, Once
i Upon a Time — is about the era

when stardom was more about =
i grace than  glamour; when- .
i | crafted words were reserved

. only for the camera but can-
i - dour prevailed off screen; and,
above all, when Urdu was very
much a part of India’s language

landscape and not consndered

alien.
‘It is refreshing to read sucha

book — pen portraxts, reflec-
tions and reminiscences of by- :

gone-era actors, dlrectprs, wri-
ters, lyricists and @ music
directors appearing in various
now- defunct Urdu publica-

' tions — at a time when stars’

‘open up’ to film journalists but
actually set out on an exercise
in self-promotion, revealing ve-
ry little of their minds. -

The pen portraits, of some of -

‘the biggest names of the time,
weren’t composed by the pen
of journalists on the film beat,
but processed in the minds of

people who were b1g names

_themselves.

./ The contents page says it all:
‘Meena Kumari by  Nargis’,
‘Ashok and Kishore Kumar by

@b

Iftekhar’,
Chugtat’, ‘K. Asif by Naushad’

nhunxi577'
Dinod .

R
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HARLEN G

" Yeh Un Dinofi Ki Baat Hai:

Urdu Memoirs of Cinema
‘Legends'

Yasir Abbasi

Bloomsbury

¥699

‘Suraiya by Ismat

and so forth.

The very title of Nargis’s
piece, Meena — Maut Mubarak
Ho!, is a telling commentary on
the film industry: how a star

_adored by the public can ac-

tually be haunted by loneliness
and indifference. She congratu-
lates Meena Kumari on her
death because “this place is not
meant for people like you.”
Then there is Kaifi Azmi talk-
ing about Sahir: “...I certainly
wish Sahir to collide with a rock

-that can shatter his identity in-

to pieces. This clash is essential

to awaken the capabilities in

lnm ” Today can you unagme a

well-intentioned comment

- about a fellow poet? :
Sahir also ﬁgures in the remi- fi
niscences of music director Jai+ !

dev, who never tasted the suc-

cess he deserved: “I am not'in _ ;

denial about Sahir’s contribu-

tion to my achievements. Ho-
wever, he is the one who is res-

‘ponsible for my downfall too.”

Budding filmmakers should' "
not miss the piece of Satyajit
"Ray by Javed Siddiqi, who gives '
* a rare insight into the working " !

style of the maestro — and also’

slips in this paragraph: “A re-

nowned Bengali director had

once said with a malicious snig-
ger: ‘His craving for publicity

just doesn’t subside. He freezes

every two minutes to enable

Nemai : Ghosh to chck his

399

plctures

And'come £0 thmk of 1t all i

these writings had long dlsap
peared from public space and
public memory until Yasir Ab-
basi tracked down private col-

lectors — akin to finding a nee- .
dle in a haystack. With the :
needle he has stitched together
a book that has added many
" more years to the era. we

thought had dled

‘poet making such a brutal but’ ;
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with Kuldip Singh and R. 6. Singh

Thanjavur's Gilded Gods | Marg Publication | 180 pages | Rs 2,800

Gods Spoke To Them

A collection of Thanjavur paintings is seen afresh
as objects of worship, not as mere things of beauty

BY GEETA DOCTOR

midst the roar of popular ima-
ges of Hindu gods and god-
desses in the style known as
\“Thanjavur paintings” that
now flood the market, it’s alm-
ost a shock to discover the
subdued richness of the originals.
They do not shout. They signal.
They do not behave like garrulous
" tour guides crudely displaying nug-
gets of information for the entertain-
ment of multitudes. They create
multiple interpretations that call for
repeated viewings. At times there is
no explanation.

The Marg issue devoted to Thanja-
vur’s Gilded Gods examines the extr-
aordinary journey of one collector,
Kuldip Singh, an architect and town
planner whose interest in the genre
happened almost by accident. As
Nayanjot Lahiri says in the introduc-
tion, Singh was at first reluctant to acc-
ept two Thanjavur style paintings that
had been sent to him by a dealer.
Gradually, he began to feel intrigued by
them. “The paintings seemed to grow
onme,” hereports. Soon, Singh asked to
see more. Some four decades and over
350 paintings later, Kuldip Singh’s col-
lection of “South Indian paintings”,
including related specimens from the
Mysore school and from Andhra, with
an essay by R.G. Singh, has been recog-
nised by scholars and museum conser-
vators as being a unique record of one
man’s passion. His homeis at Bhogal, in

Explaining the reasons
for sharing the images
_and creating a context

. for them by situating
each one in a particular
temple, Kuldip Singh
sets out his plan.

10 0UTLODK 17 December 2018

one of the older localities of New Delhi,
is a house-cum-museum.

In his own introduction, Kuldip
Singh situates the paintings as central
to thereligious arts of South India. He
is at the same time acutely sensitive to
suggesting their inclusive nature.
Explaining the reasons for not just
sharing the images but creating a
context for them by situating each
one in a particular temple, or iconic
space, that has been extensively res-
earched by scholar Anna L. Dallapi-
colla, Singh sets out his plan. “The
majority of scholarly works are pri-
marily concerned with the aesthetic
qualities of religious art; its function
is less often analysed or commented
upon. What follows below is an att-
empt to view and to analyse Tha-
njavur paintings as objects of worship
and as an inspiration for devotion,
and to understand their crucial posi-
tion as a bridge between the ‘classical’
aesthetic and the development of
‘calendar art’ in the 20th century.”

What lifts the collection into the
realm of a pilgrimage of words and
images is Dallapiccola’s energy. There

does not seem to be a single temple

that she has not visited or painting
that she has not studied. She is the
‘shakti’ in this enterprise who has
merged her scholarship into each
image Singh has collected with a
brevity that manages to elevate each
portrait into an icon.

Singh has the last word when he
describes how the once grand paint-
ings are now made into calendars.
“Viewed from the side of the gods, it
appears that they have transmigrat-
ed from the physical body of excep-
tional purity of the ancient dhruva
bhera and have acquired an ephem-
eral paper body to become closer to
their poor, selfless devotee, the com-
mon man. Thanjavur art is surely
the bridge that enables this divine
transmigration.” [0
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" gets more for population explosion

Arul Khanna

Between You and
Me | Bloomsbury

Manifesto as conversation. This is 5
abook brimming with ideas for the
transformation of society, politics,
democracy, administration and the
economy, all couched in a discursive
format through which the author,
an entrepreneur, analyses problems
with how things are done at present
and then presents his suggestions.
He is not short of suggestions on
issues from Article 370 to income
tax assessments, and calls for a new
constituent assembly to change
what he sees as an outdated and
inefficient system of governance,
which he considers the root of many
of modern India’s problems.

Not exactly a systematic treatise
of political philosophy, this book is
more focused on a number of spe-
cific policy ideas—some of which are,
to put it mildly, radical. For example,
Khanna’s thoughts on universal
franchise: people’s votes should be
proportionate to the share of the
vote that they or their ancestors had
during independent India’s first cen-
sus in 1951. So, if two people had one
vote each in 1951, later get married
and have two children, the family as
awhole continues to have two votes,
with each person having half a vote.
If they have three children, each
person will get two-fifths of a vote,
and so on. And each child’s half-vote
gets factored in when calculating
what their future children will
have. But having an only child will
add a new vote to the family’s tally.
“Everybody gets something, nobody

TLOALT S T

ko

or to subdue those who exercise
restraint and have respect for [the]
nation’s growth....” It gets more int-
ricate: “Now, say the state throws in
another 100 votes. One-third to the
poorest, one-third to achievers and
social contributors and one-third to
taxpayers. You may not like this as
mediocrity loses, but that is OK, we
can come up with another scheme.
Basically, I don’t want to condemn
anyone only to their birth forever.”
‘We believe that speaks for itself.[d

O a————




BY SURESH MENON

UTOBIOGRAPHY is seldom
as interesting as biography,
and the reason is simple. Life
stories told from within do not
.. join the dots to reveal charac-
~ ter as definitively as those told
by someone with the benefit of dis-
tance in time and space. The element
of self-justification that tends to
creep into autobiographies often
ruins them, even if the ghost, as in
this case, is as fine a journalist as
Mark Nicholas.

“This is not a book of introspection; it
is unlikely that Shane Warne under-
stood himself better at the end of it. We
certainly do not. Had it clocked in at, say,
250 pages and stuck to cricket and
cricketers, it might have been engaging,
but there’s too much information here
we can do without.

The greatest leg spinner to have
played the game, one of Wisdern’s Five
Cricketers of the 20th century (the
others being Don Bradman, Garry
Sobers, Jack Hobbs and Vivian Rich-
ards), Shane Warne tells us, sometimes
disjointedly, about his growing up years,
love affairs, sexual escapades, his list of
thebest players and so on. He confesses
that he loves sex; would any of Wisden’s
other four have made a statement like
that? Sobers was famous for arriving at
a match straight from a well-exercised
bed, for example.

When Warne talks about leg spin
bowling he is brilliant, as in his career.
Cricket forces both batsmen and espe-
cially bowlers into physically challeng-
ing movements. The bowler runs
straight up, then abruptly goes side-on,
putting pressure on his hip, back and
shoulders, and that’s before the arms
come info play. To bowl a leg break,
most difficult of the crafts, the wrists
have to rotate; the googly causes even
more difficulty, with the arm having to
semi-rotate, putting increased pressure

1B 0UTLOOK 31 December 2018

books Shane Warne
No Spin: My Autobiography | Ebury Press | 411 pages | Rs 639

A Flipper That Turned Square

Warne wastes words rambling on his growing up, affairs and escapades. On s
spin bowling, cricketing personages and vignettes he delivers like a maestro. ‘

on the shoulders, and the ball having to
come out of the back of the hand.
Warne’s 708 Test wickets are testimony
as much to skill as to body strength.-
One of the joys of the game is to see a
master like Warne at work. On the field
he was insanely gifted, and was perhaps

the best man never to have led Australia. -

Off it he had a reputation for being
indisciplined and raucous. A bit like
Mozart in Amadeus, lesser men asked
how such remarkable skills could be
bestowed upon such a larrikin.

GETTY IMAGES

Between his last
autobiography and this
one, Sachin Tendulkar has
been demoted from being
the best batsman in
Warne’s book to sharing

the spot with Brian Lara.

He writes of leg spin with great pas-
sion and nuance. There is subtlety to
the field placings too. “If you pack the
leg side when bowling round the wicket,
you send out a negative signal,” he
writes. “If a leg spinner has more field-
ers on the off side he was attacking.”

It all came naturally to Warne, but he
also picked up techniques from his
predecessors. Starting with former

player Terry Jenner, who first saw

O3 .

. ing a masking agent to reduce weight),

greatness in him, and advised against
being unfit, even calling him a “fat bas-
tard”. Warne is extremely generous

towards the men he respected—Jenner,
Bob Simpson, Ian Chappell—and dis-
missive of those he didn’t, like coach

John Buchanan and skipper Steve

Waugh, whom he calls the most selfish

player he knew, focused on keeping his

average above 50.

Somewhere between his last autobi-
ography and this one, Sachin Tendulkar
has been demoted from being the best
batsman in Warne’s book to sharing the
spot with Brian Lara—the former to

“bat for my life”; the latter to “chase 400
on the last day”. It might have some-
thing to do with the misunderstanding
over a tournament in the US, when a
cricket tournament had to be aban-

-doned after the first year. “I blame the
people around Sachin, not Sachin him-

“self,” he says. ;

There are interesting vignettes about
the IPL—Shane Watson weeping in a
corner of the dressing room after a
Rajathan Royals defeat, or Lalit Modi
meeting Warne in a “room as large as
the Oval” while getting his feet mas-
saged by “two people, one on each foot”.

It may not all' have been his fault, but
Warne was at the centre of some of the
main issues of modern sport: match-fix-
ing (he was reported for sharing infor-
mation, however innocently, with a
bookie in Sri Lanka), drugs (he was
banned for a year after, innocently, tak-

sex (he was photographed in a three-
some in England). :

Gideon Haigh, who has written a far
more interesting book on Warne, said of
his subject, “Warne put me in mind of
Edward Ashburnham in Ford Maddox
Ford’s The Good Soldier: charmingly
shallow, good-natured, weak-willed
and positively revolted at the thought
that she (his wife) should know the sort
of thing that he did” We await the
writer who can improve on that.[@
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An appreciation of g nius

The Calculus Gallery by WIlllum
Dunham introduces the major '
contributors to the growth of this
muthemutlcul bBranch

- S ANANTHANARAYANAN

alculusisamathematical tech-

nique, taughtin high school and

largely mastered by the time a

science student graduates, and
itis now the basis and fouridation of the
physical sciences and technology. The
present form of €alculus, however, has
come about with the work of many, since
the 17th century, when Isaac Newton
sowed its seeds, and the path by which
itgothere shadows the explosion in sci-
ence since then.

The Princeton University Press

has brought out a new edition of The
Calculus Gallery, a 2005 masterpiece
by William Dunham, from Bryn Mawr
College in Pennsylvania. The author
introduces the major contributors to
the growth of calculus, and, like the
history of art.can be described by
selected works of the masters through
the ages, he explains each mathemati-
cian with classic pieces of the mathe-
matician’s work, which refined or grew
out of calculus, all the way till the 20th
‘century.

* As Dunham says in a first “inter-
lude” in the book, where he reviews
the progress in the first century of cal-
culus, calculus marked the transition,

in perspective, from the geometric to
the analytic. This is to say that the
study of shapes and surfaces, even the
path of the planets in their orbits,
which were studied on the basis of

Euclid, now moved to the abstraction

of algebraic expressions. The paths of
the planets had long been considered
to be perfect circles, and Kepler, who
showed 'they were ellipses, described
the changing speed of the planet by
areas swept out by the line from the
sun to the planet. Galileo had studied
the motion of a falling object, and
arrived at a form of the equation of
motion, but based on a geometric
construction.

It was Isaac Newton who analysed -

the path of planets, or falling dbjects in
terms of a relationship of position,
speed and how they changed with
time. And then the way the shape of a

curve changed along its length, in '
terms of numbers and ratios. It was .

along this course of study that New-
ton developed the idea of the ‘fluxon,
or the instantaneous rate of change of
a quantity that changed with time.
Like the speed of a falling body, not
over a period, but at any instant. The

idea could be adapted to other mutu- .

ally dependent values, like the length

of the circumference of a circle or the
area, traced by a radius, for different
angles through which the radius turns.
This problem had been approached
by the Greeks using geometric meth-
ods. But the method, of fluxons, per-
mitted generation of a formula (the
familiar, 2 pi r or pi r2, for the radius

‘going all the way round).

With this method of dealing with
smooth, or continuous changes, New-
ton was able to work out an analytical
expression for the path of body that
was in motion under a central attrac-
tive force, like a planet, and the data,
and Kepler's results, showed that the
force must be one that reduces by the
square of the distance - the law of
Gravitation.

While Newton is thus credited
with discovery of calculus, the same
method, with greater mathematical
finesse, had been developed at the
same time by the German philoso-
pher; polymath, Gottfried Wilhelm
Leibniz. Leibniz’ versatility extended
to history, jurisprudence, languages,
theology, logic and diplomacy. When
just 27, Dunham writes, Leibniz was
elected to the Royal Society, for invent-
ing a mechanical calculator that could
perform all the operations of arith-
metic!

The calculus that Leibniz devel-
oped was very much closer to calculus
as we know it, to the extent of the
notation, and was formally a method
to examine the behavior of an mathe-
matical function without the need te
physically plot its values. And then,
more cleaily than Newton's way, to do
the reverse, to identify a function,
given its behavior.

Dunham goes on, before he takes
the first interlude, to explain and pro-
vide samples of the work of Newton
and Leibniz, the Bernoulli brothers,
and then Euler, which covered almost
a century from the time of Newton.

The work done during this peri-
od had first examined continuous

- processes as if they were step process-

es, which could be understood by con-
ventional mathematics, and then by
reducing the steps till they were ‘van-
ishingly small’.

This computational devxce, of
considering things that were ‘infinitely
small’, was new and its validity was
suspect. The process consisted of tak-
ing in hand a ratio, the ratio of changes
in a pair of variables, and reducing,
proportionately the values of the
numerator and denominator. As
smaller and smaller changes are con-
sidered, the ratio approaches a final
value, at which point, the numerator
and denominator reduce to zero and
vanish!

The approach invited attack and
criticism. The Irish philosopher,
George Berkley “ridiculed those scien-
tists who accused him of proceeding
on faith and not reason, yet them-
selves talked of mﬁmtely small or van-
ishing quanntles ' Dunham says in the

interlude.

Although Berkley did not dispute
the results that calculus produced, he

- said the thinking was incorrect and

“error may bring forth truth, but it
cannot bring forth science.” Capable
mathematicians did their best to firm
the foundations of calculus, but
Berkley held the field'and “the 18th
Century ended with the logical crisis
still unresolved,” says Dunham.
Dunham then describes the work
of Cauchy, Reimann, Liouville and
Weierstrass, which did put calculus on
robust conceptual bases, by the year
1873, nearly a century after Euler. The
work, of “unprecedented care, taking
pains to define their terms exactly and
to prove results that had hitherto been
accepted critically, succeeded in
putting to rest the objections raised by
Berkley and placed calculus on unas-
sailable bases. And then, in the last
quarter of the 19th Century, Dunham
says, the work gave rise to questions

that could not have been conceived.
before the same epochal work of the

previous century. And in the final

(called “real”) numbers. He then
brought about a change in the direc-

tion of analysis, by considering the

principles of a grand generalization,
the Set Theory, and ‘small’ and ‘infi-
nite’ sets. The ideas were followed
through by Voterra, Baire and
Lebesgue, who “pushed analysis ever
further towards generality and
abstraction” and left the subject, as
Dunham says, revitalised and the plat-
form from which the advances in the
20th Century were launched.

In many'disciplines, Dunham
notes, there is a tradition of studying

- illustrious predecessors, like Shake-

speare, in Literature or Bach, in
music. As this tradition is not often
seen in mathematics, his book,
Dunham says, is an assembly of
masterpieces that reflect the excel-
lence that has gone before, and
appreciation of genius.

The writer can be contacted at
response@simplescience.in

book,
Dunham
describes Cantor,
Volterra, Baire
Lebesgue.

and

Cantor went back to the basis of |

calculus, that ratios could be consid-
ered at the vanishingly small limit, and
worked on the nature of fractional
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L istorians of science categorise . ;
Hscxenuﬁc progress into two
: . A main categories. One is.the
- method of scientific revolutions; that
is a general law or a mathematically- -
backed idea is married to conceptual - :
insight. The discovery of the laws of .

gravity by Isaac Newton, Albert Ein-
stein’s ‘Theory of  Relativity' and,
Charles Darwin’s formulation of the

mechanism of evolution, fundamen-
tally changed how we thought about " -
space, time and the origins of our |

species.

Dlscovery, invention
Such narratives of science tend to va-

lorise individuals and generate the
impression that great breakthroughs

happen' because the rare genius
comes by and illuminates the void.
The other way, as the historian of
science, Peter Gallison has pointed
out, is through the development of
new tools and instruments. Because,
in the 17th century, the Dutch ama-
teur scientist, Antonie van Leeuwen-

hoek, used lenses of his own making

to peer into pond-scum and disco-
vered wiggly creatures within them
an entire scientific field — microbiol-
ogy — was born. Because, at the

dawn of the 20th century, physicist -

J.J. Thomson was able to figure out
‘how to manipulate an electric field
around a cathode ray tube (the dev-
ice that once made televisions possi-

* B ble).

He realised that there were things
called  electrons, which revolved

around a tightly packed nucleus of”

sub-atomic particles. Venki Ramak-
rishnan’s Gene Machine: The Race to
Decipher the Secrets of the Ribosome
! is one of the most valiant accounts of
g the triumph of ‘instruments and
_'methods.
" Ramakrishnan, an Indian, moved
# tothe U.S. at 19, to pursue a master’s

degree in theoretical physics. He ’

went on to get a Ph.D. and then de-

\ % cided that he ought to switch to biol-
' ogy because that was where he
would likely make a major advance.”
What follows is an account of how'

Ramakrishnan got interested in ribo-
somes — the machinery in the cell
. that translates the genetlc code in‘
-side DNA into proteins and, there-
fore, life itself.
‘A race, a pursuit
Ramakrishnan tells a gripping story
\bout a race, a pursuit, in which he
.fas one of the players. He’s frank

bout his fears and insecurities and

»w he was mostly unsure about
1ether he would close in on head-
'y made by Ada Yonath, an Israeli
stallographer, and Thomas Steitz,
‘he U.S., in unravelling the struc-
of the ribosome.
akrishnan would be one of
cipients of the Nobel Prize in

nravelling the code

A scientist and Nobel laureate’s j ]ourney isan 1n51ghtful gulde
to the workmgs of moder‘n science H v@/—( 20|

Grand desugn Venkl Ramakrlshnan tells a gripping story of science.

%S5..SUBRAMANIUM

® Gene Machine: The Race
to Decipher the Secrets of
the Ribosome 3
Venki Ramakrishnan
HarperCollins \
699

\

Chermstry in 2009, along \mth Yo-
nath and Steitz.

Understanding atoms

What the reader gets is a concise his-
tory of crystallography — the science
of understanding how atoms are ar-
ranged in substances —and how it

“'evolved fromi its birth in the early

20th century.

The story of the ribosomeis like
looking under a car hood and being
made to appreciate the placement of

" the 'engine, and how the various
~parts combine together to execute
your ride. This can be either tedious

or overwhelming to the non-special-
ist but what lifts the book is Ramak-
rishnan’s telling of the modern pro-
cess of scientific discovery.

His reflections on how scientists
are vain, often insecure, anxious,
about their prospects of winning a_
“'Nobel are a refreshing peek into the'
daily practice of the professxonal
scnentlst

|

(',) The story of the ribosome is
like looking under a car hood
~ and being made to appreciate
the placement of the engine,
. and how the various parts
i combme to execute your ride

'Here there are no quietly contem-
plative souls pondering the struc-
tures of cell-constituents but small
bands of graduate students and a
group leader, spending long hours in
tedium, stressed about whether the °
approach they have chosen will yield
results. We are led to see scientists as
raiders on a hunt who are worried
whether they stand to be scooped by
arival team.

Synthesising crystals

The ribosome is made of two promi-
nent sub-units, a ‘large’ and ‘small’
one, and glory comes to those who
are able to synthesise crystals that *
can reveal how the ribosome is com-
posed. Knowing this would yield in-

" sight into how antibiotic drugs block -

the -action of bacterial ribosomes
and arrest microbial infections. i
We are made privy to the role of
luck — of being able .to attract'the
right kind of students with skills, of
being in the right laboratory and be-
ing surrounded by the right people.
In his quest for the Nobel, he dis-
cusses how there is already an over- '
ture that smart scientists learn
about. i
This means being able to gain ac-
cess and impress members of the

‘Nobel sub-committee and making

yourself available at the right confe-
rences to discuss your work and the
importance of it. ; i
Then there’s a personal recount-
ing of life-after-a-Nobel. Here Ramak- -
rishnan pokes fun at the notion of
Nobel laureates suddenly transform-
ing into oracles and called upon to
discuss - their view about matters
beyond their expertise. Given that
modern science works on extensive
collaboration across countries and
tapping into the right networks, just |
like one is more likely to found a bil- .
lion dollar company if in the vicinity :
of Silicon Valley, the book offers in- /
valuable, readable insight to the asy//
pirant scientist.
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in Tamil Nadu, 1992 was

nothing short of a revelation.
A theatrical revelation. We were
uncharacteristically late for the
film Roja, and as we scurried up,
the usher pulled the heavy door
open just a wedge to let us in to the
hall: In tHat one moment, we
stood transfixed, forgemng even
to breathe.

As young actor Madhubala wad-
ed about in a pool, flipping her
hair around, splashing in the wa-
ter, singing ‘Chinna Chinna Aasai’,
the music, a strange music,
washed over Us. It made us joyful,
raunchy, set our hair on edge,
even patriotic, in turns. The mus-

[ Yor people of a certain vintage

ic, it was playing us, and we were.

powerless to resist.

Momentous change
There are, today, generations of

_ young people who have grown up

listening to the music of A.R. Rah-
man, and they are ‘passionate fans
too, but for someone who was
groomed to the genius of Ilayara-
ja’s music, the sounds of Roja were
an epiphany. Tamil cinema as we
knew it had changed, we could
tell. How far Rahman, who was

credited with the music, would go

though no one could even fathom
at that point.

Any biography, even an author- ;

ised one, at this stage in Rahman’s
life, can best be considered a work
in progress. But the body of work
that he has produced and his
sheer range has given Krishna Tri-
lok over 300 pages. As the son of

= Notes of a Dream: The
Authorized Biography of
A.R. Rahman,

Krishna Trilok
Penguin Random House
.. %599

Trilok Nair and Sharada Trilok,

close friends of Rahman who in-

- troduced him to director Manirat-

nam, and thereby helped with the
big break, it can be assumed Krish-
na probably had a few doors alrea-
dy open for him. But what he has
taken on, indeed at the ridiculous-
ly young age of 23, is no mean
task. To write of the man everyone
knows to be shy and retiring, to

* bring his inner world out for the

others to see, is no walk in the
park. He does a fair job, swinging
alongside for the ride with Rah-
man in the latter’s breathless, ta-
lented, inspired, . beloved-by-all
avatar, with all the energy of a
young fan.

Stuff of legend

It is legend by now, but biogra-
phies by their very nature, are
crafted not only to tell the tale
well, but also inspire, Born Dileep
Kumar, the talented son of R.K.
Shekhar, a musician in the Tamil

Rise to fame: Rahman's strong work ethic, love for technology and the hectic actnvnty that goes into

his llve performances ﬁnd mention in the book. =e1-

film industry who died early, Rah-
man became the breadwinner of
his family right from the age of
nine. His sheer talent, strong work

. ethic and pleasant nature took

him, through the years, to a cou-
ple of Oscars, Grammys and into
living rooms across the world, not
to mention into the hearts of fans.
Where Krishna succeeds is to
provide a ringside view of the

world of Rahman to his readers — .

from the minutiae — from describ-
ing the way his studio looks, to
how divinity meets his music, to

what he has for lunch, the Jokes he
cracks; the way he is kind with pe-
ople, to his role as a producer and

- director, his love for technology,

the hectic activity that goes into
live performances, and the army
of people that keep the wheels
turning. These are the details that
fans hunger for, and in them is
couched a by-now popular classic
rags-to-riches tale about the man
whom power, money or fame left
apparently untouched.

. As the book weaves in afid out
of Rahman’s life, sl g seam-

t

lessly across various points of time *

in the subject’s work, it delivers a
well-researched filmography vol-

ume, with trivia packed in. But of
course, the book would have been
far short of where it falls now, had
it stopped with just that. Krishna
brings it a heart through inter-

' views with people closest to Rah-

man — his music and film teams,

his collaborators, sisters, and wife,

besides the man himself, some-
times in mellow mode too.
While the book would have

been richer with insights from

@

From how his studio
looks to the way he is
kind to people, there
are details fans
hunger for

Rahman’s mother Kareema Be-

- gum, his bedrock, and his chil-

dren, there are clearly lines drawn
here. One only has to look at the
brief chapter with Saira, Rahman’s
wife, to see how much value that
kind of thing adds to the telling of |
a life that people already knowa
fair bit about.

Going global : ;
After all, Rahman is no stranger to
the world. In 2002, 10 years after
the stunning Roja debut, he was
busy in London, making music for

~ Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Bombay

Dreams.
Walking down a rather warm

* subway after a night show, there

was a bit of deja vu. A blond wo-

- man is skipping past, twirling her
-umbrella reminiscent of the way

Madhubala was flipping her hair.
She’s singing to herself, and in a
particularly joyous moment, she
pirouettes up and lands with one
high heeled foot on* + the floor. ‘Sha-
kalaka baby,” she croons audibly,
turmng Her umbrella in a graceful
final swish. Yet another continent
had clearly been colonised, and by
then, there was no doubt, others
were just waiting for the music to
wash over them too.

Rahman, the obliging genius
that he is, did just that. It is this
prodigious tale that Krishna Trilok p

has attempted to tell. g
' // |
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GREAT DIVIDE
IN THE MIND

By Mani Shankar Aiyar

he worst part of this book is
Gurcharan Das’s blurb: “If only
Patel had lived longer, India
would have been spared the
excesses of the Licence Raj
and the Kashmir problem.” This is to
trivialise the massive scholarship Hindol
Sengupta has brought to bear on his
monumental biography of Sardar Patel
and reduce the theme of this book to the
wholly false binary of ‘Patel vs Nehru’.
Notwithstanding the fact that,
quite unlike Nehru, the Sardar wrote
no books, Sengupta has mined Patel’s
numerous letters and speeches to give
us a virtually self-written portrait of this
great stalwart of the freedom movement,
supplemented by a detailed study of
different sources, to present a Patelian
perspective on the “complex relation-
ship” between the distinguished mem-
bers of the vanguard who frequently had
ideological and policy differences among
themselves, as well documented by Sen-
gupta: Sardar Patel himself; Nehru, of
course; Rajaji; Azad; Rajendra Prasad;
Subhas Chandra Bose and numerous
others. This menagerie of leaders of
genius was controlled with astounding
deftness by the one who stood head and
shoulders above them, individually and
collectively, and to whom each of them
deferred much of the time, however
much they disagreed with him on specif-
ics—Mahatma Gandhi. *
I doubt that the annals of history
anywhere in the world or at any time
have thrown up such a democratic Team
of Rivals who were permitted, even
encouraged, to not only disagree with
each other but also frequently with the
Mahatma himself, and yet were yoked
together by their quest for freedom.
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However, as Sengupta notes, it was
Gandhi, none other, who announced as
early as 1942, in the midst of a blazing
row between Gandhi and Nehru on how
far to accommodate the Cripps Mission,
that his successor would be Nehru. Why
would Gandhi do this?

After all, Patel, in years, was like
abrother to Gandhi; Nehru, in years,
more like a son. But, as Sengupta ex-

-plains, Patel was a very ill man; Nehru,

in contrast, was extremely fit. Did Gan-
dhi think the burden of leading indepen-
dent India in its formative stages should
devolve on the shoulders of one who had
two decades of nation-building ahead

of him rather than a colleague, however
valued, who would outlast the Mahatma,
by less than a thousand days? Or were

THE MAN WH

vEDINDL
Sgl,\gp AR/PATEL

Ji/its 1DEA OF O

THE MAN WHO SAVED
INDIA: Sardar Patel and
His Idea of India
by Hindol Sengupta
Penguin/Viking
430 pages; T599

there other more profound reasons?

Given the assiduity with which
Sengupta has researched his subject,
his conclusion is bizarre. He assigns
the basic reason to Gandhi’s belief that
Nehru should be elevated over Patel
because Nehru spoke better English
and his upbringing would fit him better
to negotiate with the British! This is
ridiculous because it portrays the Father
of Our Nation as an idiot.

The fact is that Patel became Gan-
dhi’s companion-in-arms long before
Nehru emerged as a distant speck on the
political horizon. They linked together in

- 1917 to run the Kheda satyagraha in the

immediate wake of Gandhi’s outstand-
ing success at Champaran (while a virtu-
ally briefless Nehru was still indolently
smoking cigarettes at the Allahabad bar
association). Gandhi'’s intimacy with
Patel thus long preceded his association
with Nehru. He did not need to be told of
Patel’s merits and claim to the Congress
presidency and, later, the premiership

of free India. Surely then, the Mahatma
would have carefully weighed his choice
before making it. Yet, Sengupta floun-
ders in explaining why Gandhi should
have so often overlooked Patel.

Gandhi was entirely cognizant of
Patel’s organisational talents: he knew
the Congress was held together and
funded by the iron hand of the Sardar.
He knew too that nine of the 11 Congress
provincial units sought to see Patel suc-
ceed Maulana Azad in 1946, thus paving
the way for his eventual assuming of the
leadership of the government. What one
would have hoped for in such a compre-
hensive study is an examination of the
grounds on which Gandhi overruled the
overwhelming preference of the party.

Sengupta suggests (apparently not
tongue-in-cheek) that Gandhi feared
Nehru revolting against being made No.
2 whereas he was assured of Patel re-
maining faithful whatever his decision.
Given the numerous occasions on which
Nehru acquiesced to Gandhi’s diktat
against his own best judgement, this is
not history, it’s petty bias.

Gandhi chose Nehru because, while
the party desired Patel, the country




the political from organization of order, from the ques-
tion of power to the possibility of acting and living in
solidarity, in ethical awareness of the limits to power,
we create a ground for collectively, for common cause
that is not rooted in an exercise of self-interest to the
exclusion of all others. Ethical awareness of common
cause allows us to fight all forms of inequities —of gen-
der, wealth, colour, of Empire and slavery. It creates a
publicrealm of whichall of us are trustees. In this sense
an act of disobedience becomes an act of trusteeship.

This brings us to Gandhi, who Jahanbegloo calls
a ‘disobedient mind’. He knows that for Gandhi the act
of dissent is not an act of wilfulness, but one of deep
obedience, obedience tonon-violence which alone can
create the fabric of freedom through solidarity, empa-
thy and a quest for freedom through common cause.
He knows that for disobedience to create freedom it
requires a delicately tuned breast that recognizes the
distinction between the voice of Rama and that of
Ravana. .

Ramin Jahanbegloo alerts us that disobedience
is an act of trusteeship. As trusteeship each individual
act of disobedience — even while seeming to fail in
face of the world which is After Virtue to use Alasdair
Macintyre’s phrase—expands the scope of trusteeship,
both as trust, as solidarity, as empathy and as common
cause. These philosophical meditations are aprimer and
primary for all those perturbed by the authority of the
liein ourtimes.

Tridip Suhrud
Professor and Director Archives,
CEPT University, Ahmedabad

ASHIS NANDY: A Life in Dissent edited by Ramin
Jahanbegloo and Ananya Vajpeyi. Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Delhi, 2018.

THIS is a difficult volume to review, not only because
of the sheer number of essayists who celebrate the
polymath Ashis Nandy on his eightiethbirthday, butalso
because of the diversity of themes they engage with.
Some of these essays offer personal tributes to Ashisda
as heis known. Amitav Ghosh authors a short story for
the birthday boy, and Aseem Shrivastava speculates on
adialogue that might perchance occur if Rabindranath
Tagore were to visit us today. Shiv Visvanathan contri-
butes a short piece on the pleasures of walking, and
T.M. Krishna writes on the aesthetics of classical music.

Almost all the contributors agree that Nandy’s
ideas inhabitaspace between the demise of verities and

°)

a return of the age of doubt. And all express fulsome
admiratioh for a man who has inspired imaginative
explorations of the malaise of the present. Reading
Ashis Nandy, writes Richard Falk, is always an encoun-
ter with the unexpected. For Lydia Liu, Nandy delivers
brilliant and often counterintuitive analysis of Indian
society and of the contemporary world. Douglas
Lummis argues that Nandy belongs to a group of phi-
losophers who see irony asmethod. For David L. Blaney
and Naeem Inayatullah, the man simply knows some-
thing that others donot.

Fred Dallmayr, Richard Falk, and Ziauddin
Sardarreflectonthe body of work produced by Nandy’s
indefatigable mind. Dipesh Chakrabarty sees Nandy
aspivotal to his own intellectual move from a consumer
ofanunreflective and almost positivist Marxism, to the
world of the subaltern. Raghuramaraju recounts the
influence of Nandy on his own academic trajectory.
Venkat Rao suggests that for Nandy academia and
research is not an answer to but part of a wider prob-
lem. And Dallmayt argues that though Nandy does
not disown the textual tradition that forms the anchor
of most research, he uses it creatively to demolish
binaries and the neat certitudes of modernity

Nandy is, of course, the eternal dissident.
Jahanbegloo focusing on precisely this quality suggests
that when we look towards a future, we require con-
viction, but we also require Socratic rebels of the mind.
Falk’s special term for Nandy is ‘master of contrarian
reason’. John Cash acknowledges that Nandy’s ideas
helped him understand the role of the psychological in
the realm of the political in Northern Ireland. Phillip
Darby speaks of the need to cultivate anew sensibility
for the muscular discipline of International Relations,
through the lens of Nandy’s focus on everyday forms
of suffering. Lydia H. Liu acknowledges that our pub-
lic intellectual enabled her to comprehend how souls
are decolonized. And Venkat Rao chronicles his ability
to challenge academic polemics.

Nandy, writes Tridip Suhrud, gleaned from Gandhi
anew cultural iconography —that ofhyper-masculinity.
This trait he found in Gujarat, which today shapes
imaginations in the country from consumerism, render-
ing Dalitand Muslim voicesirrelevant, unembarrassed
display of wealth, sheer pragmatism, and above all the
forgetting of Gandhi. Arindam Chakrabarti takes up

Nandy’s notion of the future to ask a question—how do
we deal with a time that has yet to come? He finds an
answer in ‘deep true coolness’ or the slowing down of
thought. In Kashmir Saivism, the idea of repose repre-
sents the final form of freedom or liberation. Rudolf
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Heredia locates Nandy in the purported, but arguably
spurious division between academics and activism.
T.N. Madan honours our academic rebel by revisiting
the work of M.N. Srinivas. And finally, Ananya Vajpeyi
authors a delightful piece on Ashis Nandy’s love of
music.

Some of the most creative minds in intellectual
circles admire Ashis Nandy and see in him a guide for
negotiating aworld thatis both unpredictable and fright-
ening. Yet his belief in the ability of Indians to live
together in a certain degree of harmony, in abstrac-
tion from a toxic political context, is both touching and
Utopian. His faith in the capacity of human beings to
show compassion and love is equally moving, given that
today Indian citizens either lynch the vulnerable, or stand
around filming the repulsive act on their mobiles. And
other fellow citizens consume the dissemination of
revolting violence on the social media. We can excavate
the strengths of our culture to help us live a good life.
Still a good life can only be led in a good society, and
good societies are forged through political contestation.
We must be dissenters, but we also must understand
the limits of dissent in a society that has abdicated its
claims to tolerance. The context of culture is, after all,
politics, which is occasionally creative, often unbear-
ablyugly,and more often than notunpredictable, chancy
and contingent.

, Neera Chandhoke
Former Professor of Political Science,
Delhi University

IN DIASPORIC LANDS: Tibetan Refugees and
their Transformation Since the Exodus by
Sudeep Basu (with a foreword by Samir Kumar
Das). Orient Blackswan, New Delhi, 2018.

Sudeep Basu’s book In Diasporic Lands: Tibetan
Refugees and their Transformation Since the Exo-
dus sets out to examine and present the multilayered
dynamics in the lives of people in exile, and how they
individually and as a collective engage in ‘wayfinding’
inalienurban lands and make meaning out of their lives
anew. The study contributes to showing new perspec-
tives in the almost banal, forced migration studies.
Basu’sbook showsrays of possibilities in engaging and
injecting intelligent conversations between theory and
the field, and in doing so he unearths a rich socio-
ethnohistographic account of communities in the trans-
Himalayas, who overthe decades due to multiple factors
have been compelled to move beyond their traditional
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settings and engage with vexed notions of ‘home’,
‘place’, ‘lives’, and ‘being themselves’ (‘being Tibet-
ans’/‘Tibetanness’). The book in this sense injects
fresh vigour into the dry documentation exercise of
‘forced migration studies’ in India, South Asia. The
book comprises seven chapters and a postscript that
has been previously published in various journals and
asachapterinedited volumes.

Chapter 1, Tibetans as Refugee Diasporas and
Chapter 3, The Tibetan Excilic Paradigm opens up a
panoramic encapsulative reading of the Tibetan peo-
pleinexilein Darjeeling, India. These chapters bring to
the fore the contested nature of the host territory (vis-
a-vis the protracted Gorkhaland imbroglio in the state

.of West Bengal) and the heterogeneity of the hege-

monicresidentidentity, namely the Gorkhaidentity.
Chapter 4, The Tibetan Question: AReappraisal,
in various ways question policy postures and policy
overtures, projected imageries relating to the Tibetan
refugee in India, Nepal and elsewhere. The chapter
dabbles with ahighly contentious gaze of the westerner
vis-a-vis the Chinese gaze on issues like the represen-
tational issue of the Dalai Lama (pp. 80-82), or the
image of the Tibetans as ‘intrinsically non-violent peo-

- ple’(p.77), or “‘what constitutes ‘Tibet’ (pp. 82-90), con-

tested histories, conflicting histories of the region
from Trison Detsen to the 1959 Revolt (pp. 92-106).
This chapter is the strongest part of the study in terms
of spanning the historical kaleidoscope and vexed
ethnicities that it engages with to revisit and contex-
tualize the contemporary excilic Tibetan people living
and torn between global and local callings. The chap-
ter augments the notion of ‘ethnosymbolism’ in exile
and how a multiversal and seeming polarized notions
of ‘being Tibetan’ in diaspora and contested frames of
Tibetanness, becomes a meaningful engagement for
those ‘far from home’ and trying to find ahome in them-
selves, or in other words “taking their home with and
within themselves’. :

The fifth chapter, Organising for Exile; chapter 6,
Preservation, Integration and the Pragmatics of
Diasporic Identity and chapter 7, Dwelling and
Movement in Exile follows the preceding chapter
and provides a description of the ‘home making’ and
multiversal ‘organizing exercise’ as alived experience
of the Tibetans in India. The ingenious negotiations
of ‘wayfinding’ and circumventing the perplexed state
of ‘beinghomeless’, ‘refugeeness’, possible ‘repatria-
tions’ and ‘homing practices’ are documented in
these chapters through Basu’s discussions of the pre-
excilic Tibetan hosts, the Bhutias in Darjeeling town
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BY AAKAR PATEL

# HE satirical magazine Pri'vgte

Eye has a standard response to-

celebrity obituaries. When

someone famous like film dir-

ector Bernardo Bertolucci,

. dies, the magazine publishes a

first-person piece headlined ‘The
Bertolucci who knew me’, poking fun
at writers who use the opportunity to
write as much about themselves as
about the person who died.

This book has been written in the

' same vein. Saadat Hasan Manto was a
remarkable man. He was not particu-
larly literate (he left Aligarh Muslim
University without a degree, having
failed in, of all subjects, Urdu) or even
well read. He was a Kashmiri who was
raised in Punjab and moved to Bombay
in his early 20s and began writing film
scripts. At this he was not particularly
good. There are no films that one can
name today which he wrote, for they
made little impact. The other thing he
wrote were short stories. At this
he is magical.

One way to test his greatness is
to examine his relevance. Of his
contemporary writers, almost
none is read today, including the
biggest name of the time, Munshi
Premchand. His work is not rele-
vant to the India of 2018. Manto’s
is. That is why his work is still
performed on stage, why there
are movies on him and why, to
return to the work at hand, there
are books about people who
knew him.

Manto Saheb: Friends and Enemies
and the Great Maverick is a series of
essays, 15 in all, from people who were
familiar with Manto. The best essays
are four: the opening one by Manto
himself, one by Ali Sardar Jafri (whom,
in a Private Eye aside, I should mention
that I knew), by Ismat Chughtai, who

“ .probably knew Manto best and one by

Manto Saheb: Friends and Enemies and the Great Maverick | Speaking Tiger | 296 pages | Rs 499

Hall Of Refracted Truihs

Like his coruscatingly brilliant stories, Manto was quirky, unpredictable, made
of hard and soft edges. These essays, by his literary friends, confirm his genius.

i his daughter Nuzhat, who probably
knew him least, being only seven when
Manto died.

Some of the other essays are not easy
reading. The longest one, 70 pages, by
Upendranath Ashk, is particularly tire-
some. It has some interesting details
about Manto, but it is made tedious by
constant self-reference. It is not objec-
tive—nor, to be fair, is it meant to be,
given its title: Manto, My Enemy—and
not of particularly high quality.

The essay by Manto on himself is
breezy and he probably wrote it in
an hour or two. He writes in the first
person but refers to ‘Manto’ in the third
person. Called Manto’s Twin, the essay
is disarming because the writer takes
himself so lightly. He writes: “He is
poorly educated, in the sense that he
has never studied Marx; neither has he
ever set eyes on any of Freud’s works;
and he knows Hegel only by name.” He
adds: “People should attain knowledge
onlythroughtheirexperience.” Readers
of Manto will know that this quality of

Manto wasn’t that well
educated, dropping out of
~ AMU and failing, of all
“subjects, in Urdu. Yet, all
his contemporaries, even
Premchand, has lost
relevance, except him.

]

MANTO
Sciheb

his, to observe and record what he sees
around him, is the standout feature of
his writing.

Ali Sardar Jafri’s piece is a takedown
of Manto from the perspective of a
highly literate and ideological writer.
It is a brilliant polemic. Sample
this: “Manto could smash society to
smithereens and scatter its remains
far and wide. However, he could
neither reconstruct it nor design a
new costume to cover its nudity....
After 1940, he constructed his own
yardstick for judging the success of
his stories: the more controversy
and uproar his stories generated, the
more successful they were.” And also:
“Manto, unlike Rajinder Singh Bedi,
could not penetrate the hearts of his
sad, dejected characters and provide
evidence of the sincerity of the human
heart.” But Jafri also says this: “From
the perspective of art, Manto was
unique,and unparalleled. There was
nobody like him. No other writer had
the ability to create the impact that
Manto could with the simplicity,
dexterity and perspicacity of his
language...he could flesh out a
character in a couple of words.”

This is the best criticism of
Manto I have ever read. Chughtai
describes Manto as through a
movie camera. She brings him and
his movements to life: “He concea-
led his troubles as if they were his
failures”. Nuzhat Arshad (Manto’s

opens with this devastating para-
graph: “Abba passed away in 1955.
I was just seven at the time. My
elder sister was nine and the youngest
was five. It is self-evident that we were
not old enough to be either influenced by
our father or remember much about him.
None of us were fond of reading or writ-
ing—something that became a source of
satisfaction to my mother. Our mother’s
opinion was unambiguous: Itis better for
people not to write.” @

daughter) in her two-page piece

r.
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PERSONA OVER POLICY

his book is an insightful but un-

even critique of Prime Minister

Narendra Modji’s foreign and

security policies. It is perceptive
because Bharat Karnad quite accurately
describes the principal factors that pro-
pelled Modi into office in 2014 and the
hopes that many in the electorate had
reposed in him. It is also problematic
because his criticisms are often much
too sweeping and shot through with his
own idiosyncratic preferences.

At the very outset, Karnad correctly
argues that Modi had represented a
potential break from India’s recent lack-
lustre past under the previous regime.
Modi seemed to embody a clean image, a
leader who was decisive and would bring
about the much-needed reforms across
the board. Few, if any, of these promises,
Karnad argues, have been realised.
Worse, stemming from his ideological
convictions or because he is beholden
to the foot soldiers of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh, Modi has given
free rein to highly divisive forces within
the Indian society. Apart from this dubi-
ous domestic stance, Karnad argues,
Modi has engaged in much fanfare on
the foreign policy front, but has failed to
produce commensurate results.

Karnad attributes a good deal of
these shortcomings to certain features
of Modi’s “alpha male” personality, traits

By Sumit Ganguly
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STAGGERING
FORWARD: Narendra
Modi and India’s Global
Ambition
by Bharat Karnad
Penguin Viking
¥599; 476 pages

Karnad’s critique
of Modi’s foreign
and security policies
stands out as an
important
broadside from a
prominent political
commentator
e TS L

The other charges that are levelled
against Modi’s foreign and security
policy choices seem to stem mostly from
his ideological leanings. For example,
he is overly critical of what he deems to
be Modi’s inordinate fondness for the
United States at the cost of a tried and
tested relationship with Russia. Ele-
ments of Indian elite opinion across the
political spectrum do share this view.
However, they, along with Karnad, fail
to recognise the obvious: in the present
global order, Russia is, at best, a partial
power and is structurally incapable
of wielding the clout of the erstwhile
Soviet Union.

_ Karnad also returns to one of his fa-
vourite hobby horses: why India should
have pursued thermonuclear weapons
and how the US-India nuclear agree-
ment has, for all practical purposes,
undermined that goal. Yet, it is far from
clear that India needs a thermonuclear
deterrent to keep its principal adversar-
ies, Pakistan and the PRC, at bay. On
the contrary, it can be argued that the
acquisition of a thermonuclear option
may actually undermine the strategic
stability in the region.

Finally, Karnad remains an ardent
proponent of an indigenous defence base
for India and so has harsh words forthe
country’s willingness to import a range
of advanced weaponry. The quest for

that he apparently shares with a number of other national-
istic and populist leaders across the world. Whether or not
one accepts the premises derived from this form of popular
psychology, there are at least some superficial similarities
that he does share with a number of other nationalist leaders
ranging from ﬂom_Trump to Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Some of Karnad’s criticisms of Modi’s policies, whether
or not they can be traced to his personality, are clearly on the
mark. Among other matters, he faults Modi for his failure to
devise a coherent strategy for dealing with India’s principal
long-term adversary, the People’s Republic of China (PRC).
More to the point, he takes Modi to task for his preoccupa-
tion with Pakistan, a country that poses a far more limited
threat to India’s critical national security interests.
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domestic defence capabilities, no doubt, is admirable. Yet,
surely, Karnad must be aware that its limitations did not
emerge under the Modi regime. Hardly a single homegrown
weapons system seems to have been produced in a timely or
cost-effective fashion.

These quibbles notwithstanding, Karnad’s critique of
the Modi government’s foreign and security policies stands
out as an important broadside from a prominent conserva-
tive political commentator. Accordingly, it is an assessment
that is worth heeding. m

Sumit Ganguly is a Distinguished Professor of Political
Sctence and holds the Tagore Chair in Indian Cultures and
Ciuilizations at Indiana University, Bloomington
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fter Gandhi told the British

on Augusf 9,1942, to quit

India, the entire Congress

: leadership was put behind

bars; the British gave a strong mes-
sage that they would continue to rule
India. Italy surrendered to the Allies
on September 3, 1948. On December
26, Franklin D. Roosevelt, Winston
Churchill and Chiang Kai-shek met in
Cairo and agreed on ajoint strategy
against Japan. Two days later, Roos-
evelt and Churchill met Stalin in
Teheran and agreed on a strategy
against Germany. Allied victory was
in sight. Since the beginning of their
alliance, Roosevelt had been pressing
Churchill to grant independence to
India after the war. Churchill hated
the prods; he had every intention to
retain India as a colony.

Bombay House in a lane off Flora
Fountain in South Bombay has been
the headquarters of the Tata empire
| since 1924. There, Jehangir Ratanji
Dorabji Tata, the scion who headed the
business house from 1938 till his death
in 1993, got together a few friends in
1944, including some of India’s leading
industrialists. They wrote up the Bom-
bay Plan; it laid out how to develop
India over 15 years. The British were
determined to stay; the Bombay Plan
was a nudge to them to develop India,
and offered ideas for it. The Congress
rebels were all behind bars; they were
irrelevant to the Bombay Plan.

The government of British India
took only perfunctory interest in the
Plan. It was forgotten almost as soon
as it was drafted. The government
of independent India prepared and
implemented its first five-year plan in
1951, but it never recognised or men-
tioned the Bombay Plan. Now, Baron
Desai of St Clement Danes, and San-
jaya Baru, who created the Accidental
Prime Minister, have put together a

BOOKS

AN UNMEMORABLE PLAN

By Ashok V. Desai
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THE BOMBAY

Blueprint for Economic Resurgenice

THE BOMBAY PLAN:
Biueprint for Economic
Resurgence
by Sanjaya Baru and
Meghnad Desai
Rupa

7500; 343 pages

The government of
British India took
only perfunctory

interest in the Plan. It

was forgotten as soon

as it was drafted. The

government of
independent India
never recognised
or mentioned the
Bombay Plan

collection of papers to celebrate it.
There is much discussion in the [
book about why India’s planners did '
not mention the Bombay Plan. It is
misdirected. The Bombay Plan was
completely forgotten: there is no f
evidence that anyone connected with
the first five-year plan, which was '
framed seven years after the Bombay
Plan, ever gave it a thought. The five-
year plan was largely put together by
Prasanta Chandra Mahalanobis of
the Indian Statistical Institute (ISI);
Pitambar Pant, whom Mahalanobis
sent to Delhi, got together a bunch
of young men, mostly from the ISI
and Delhi School of Economics, and
made up the plan. Sir John Mathai,
who participated in the drafting of the
Bombay Plan, was the railway minister
in the first cabinet after Independence,
but he soon resigned in disgust with
Mahalanobis, and had no influence on

* the five-year plan.

The most important contribution
of this book is the Bombay Plan itself,
which sees light of day for the first time
after 1944. It is in two parts,of 99 and
48 paragraphs, respectively. The first
one deals with production, and the
second one with distribution and the -
role of the state. The planners meant
to bring out a third part on income
distribution and state control. They
did not, which is a clear indication that
they gave up.

P. S. Lokanathan wrote on the
Bombay Plan in Foreign Affairs soon
after its publication. He was doubtful
whether the British government would
take it up after the war, but hoped
that the US would adopt and finance
it. It did not. The Plan turned out to
be a non-starter; its most substantial
contribution is this book. m

The author is a former chief
economic advisor
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A DEMON THAT
NO ONE NEEDED

1l governments make mistakes.

Mostly, these consist of a series

of small ones whose effects are

localised. But at 8 pm on No-
vember 8, 2016, the Modi government
made a gigantic blunder, which had
economy-wide effects: it rendered 86
per cent of the Indian currency invalid.
The effect was the same as suddenly
taking out 86 per cent of engine oil: the
motor seized up.

As Winston Churchill might have
said, never had so many been made so
miserable by so few. The RBI recently
reported that 97 per cent of the currency
had come back which means that only
the non-black money holders suffered.
The decision to demonetise on such
a scale thus neither had, nor has, any
Jjustification whatsoever.

Meera Sanyal, banker-turned-
politician, tells us about it in this smart
little book. It is essentially a well-crafted
summary of much of the analysis that
followed demonetisation. For any-
one looking for a quick random walk
through all the discussion, this is the
book. It is simply written and well-
organised. Above all, it is the banker,
not the politician, speaking except in
the sarcastic heading of the first chapter
called ‘The Surgical Strike’.

Four of the remaining five chapters
discuss the role of the Reserve Bank

By T.C.A. Srinivasa Raghavan

// £ Dl i

DEMONETIZATION
KNOCKED INDIA
U :

MEERA
H.SANYAL

THE BIG REVERSE
How Demonetisation
Knocked India Out
by Meera H. Sanyal
Harper Business ¥599; 302 pages

Demonetisation hasn’t
worked anywhere
except as an attempt by
governments to disarm
adversaries

of India (RBI), the human impact, the
economic shock and finally, a compre-
hensive and entirely uncomplimentary
report card. Much of what these chap-
ters contain is well-known, but only

0 experts. The fifth takes the reader
through a brief history of demonetisa-
tions and shows how it simply never
works, anywhere, any time. Given this,
the only rational explanation for doing it
is an attempt by governments to disarm

adversaries. Whether it was the 1946 de-
monetisation by the British, just before
the pre-Independence national election
later that year; or the one in 1978, which
some said was aimed at Indira Gandhi’s
alleged cash hoard; or in Burma or
Ghana or Zaire or Russia after the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union, this was one of
the two common threads. The other was
that it never achieved its stated aims.
Chapter two discusses the role of

the RBI, which had always, in 1946
and in 1978, been dead opposed to
demonetisation. So was Raghuram
Rajan in 2016. He demitted office as
governor two months before Modi
made his speech and Urjit Patel was
made to take the blame after being in-
structed to do so with veiled references
to the now famous Section 7 of the RBI
Act, which allows the government to
literally order the RBI to do something.
This suggests that he, too, was opposed
to demonetisation.

_ The only disappointing chapter in
the book is the concluding one which
is all too brief, a mere five pages. That
said, the 41 pages of end notes provide
avaluable source of references for
researchers. They contain several hid-
den gems such a Business Today report
that says the PM told the cabinet that if
demonetisation failed, he would be to
blame. Hmm... Indeed. m

PULLQUOTE

Finance minister ARUN JAITLEY has been
working overtime to allay suspicions that the
government is undermining the independence

¢¢ The government believes that
the RBI is an independent and
autonomous body. The governmer:t
will fully support it and coordinate
with it in areas where our S
consultations are required to ¥
make sure India’s economy
benefits from both government
policy decisions and areas
which fall within the
domain of the RBI 2

of India’s central bank. Urjit Patel resigned
unexpectedly on December 10, several

months before the end of his term and in the
wake of obvious tension between the RBI

and government over the latter’s alleged
interference in the central bank’s functioning.
The government was keen for the RBI to relax
lending restrictions and be more generous with
its reserves. Patel's replacement, Shaktikanta
Das, is expected to be more accommodating
of the government's concerns.
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Required Reading is a collection of responses to the Analysis of Literature in Australian
Schools (ALIAS) database. ALIAS contains ‘all the reading material listed in the syllabuses
of every publicly examined English subject for each year ... from, 1945 to 2005’ (Yiannakis,
2017, p. 25). ALIAS is an invaluable resource for both making and testing claims about how
English has been taught in Australia. As claims of this nature are invariably made in order
to influence how English is taught right now, having comprehensive historical evidence with
which to weigh those claims is not merely of historical interest.

The contributions collected in this book provide models of how to utilise the data of
ALIAS. While not formally open-access, login details for ALIAS are provided in a footnote
to one early chapter, a fact pointed to in another early chapter in case the reader missed it. I
will not provide them here as, alarmingly enough, once logged in I seemed to have the
option to delete parts of the database. For the record, I did not check to see whether that’
also worked. ~‘

In the foreword, Rod Quin (2017) reminds readers that claims about how English has
been taught tend towards either the ‘golden age’ view — an ideal past collapsing into an ever

more debased present — or the “Whig interpretation” of history — we boldly stride from the

unenlightened into an ever more progressive future (p. xv). ALIAS allows us to steer
between those two extremes. While the book as a whole does slighlty favour Whig, it
does push back: ‘it seems as il later cohorts of teachers can’t acknowledge the ingenuity

. of their forebears’ (Dolin, Jones, & Dowsett, 2017b, p. 55), and there are some fasci-
nating examples of just how contemporary the unenlightened past was: a Victorian English
paper from 1945 asks the student to provide critical comments on a newspaper ‘advertise-
ment for shoes (Dolin et al., 2017b, p. 40).

The title Required Reading implies certain questions: what do we make students read?
How are we trying to shape them? What does that say about us? How does that relate to
policy and society at a given point in time? How could we do it better? Those are the central
questions around which most of the contributions revolve. Different chapters cover how
Australian reading lists have been impacted by policy-driven reform, organic social change,
schools of thought and even specific individuals. Understanding these kinds of impacts is

-
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important because change, intentional or otherwise, will not stop. Indeed, it cannot — any
successful reform inevitably replaces one orthodoxy with another, ‘beneficial or not’ (Reid,
2017, p. 74), an observation borne out by Prue Gill’s recollections of marking VCE
(Victorian Certificate of Education) papers and how these papers, over time, shifted to a
‘stifling ... standard structure’ (McLean Davies, Doecke, Gill, & Hayes, 2017, p. 188).

As many of the contributors note, what is (or was) required reading is only part of the
picture: the fact that, say, Othello is a perennial favourite mi ght suggest that not much has
changed, yet how students are expected to think about Othello certainly has. This becomes
obvious through various analyses of historical essay and exam prompts and the implicit
assumptions on which they are built. Within Required Reading, these analyses are both
frequent and revealing. In one of the few chapters which considers how required reading
plays out in the classroom, we are reminded of just how important it is to ensure that
assessment pulls students (and teachers) in the same direction as the goals of the course,
as the examination often becomes the ‘de facto syllabus’ (Sawyer, 2017, p. 150).

Others contributors consider not just what was on the reading list but what was actually
read. Dowlin, Jones, and Dowset (2017a) show how an inclusive broadening of a reading list
can even work to mask stasis if teachers keep teaching the same core texts anyway (p. 10): if
Tree of Man is on the reading list but no one reads it, is it really there? In another chapter,
Jones (2017) provides tables that rank set texts by popularity, showing that what is most
popular in terms of inclusion over time is as revealing as what was included.

The last third of the book focuses on individual authors and theories with case studies
being used to illuminate broader issues. The typical critique of the canon is that it perpet-
uates the values and mores of a certain class. Jenny de Reuck (2017) offers an interesting .
critique of that critique, arguing Shakespeare ‘continually escapes the boundaries of any
particular age’s moral theory’ (p. 228), that is, could just as easily serve the needs of those
who subvert as those who perpetuate but will ultimately escape both: there are more things
in Shakespeare than are dreamt of in your philosophy. This would also apply to many other
authors, as the chapters on Hardy, Dickens, Wright and Emily Bronte could be said to
demonstrate.

. If there is a weakness to the book, it is in the slight mismatch between its stated goals and
what it actually is. The foreword observes that ‘teachers who lack an adequate understand-
ing of the history of their discipline’ are likely to ‘fall prey to prevailing educational fads’
and ‘bureaucratic dicta’ (Quin, 2017, p. xv). This is impossible to argue with. An inoculation
for teachers against faddism would be valuable and (always) timely. But the book as a whole
is not quite it. In both tone and focus, its audience feels academic in the tertiary sense, aimed
more at people undertaking higher degree studies on teaching English than actual teachers —
although many of the authors were secondary school teachers. the point of view from which
they are writing is manifestly tertiary. The collection would have been more balanced in
terms of its stated goals with more representation by practising secondary school teachers
who could consider ALIAS’s data through the lens of current practice rather than the lens of
academic speciality. This is not a criticism of any given chapter within the book, rather its
overall balance. Similarly, while the chapter on Tess (Barnett, Douglas, & Healy-Ingram,
2017) contains some authorial comments about studying Tess at school — contextualised by
later teaching it — the collection contains little else by way of representation from a student
perspective about required reading. These omissions are not insignificant in a book prepared
‘to complain that reading lists reveal the ‘consistent marginalisation of teachers and students’
(Manuel & Carter, 2017, p. 133) from decision-making. All of that said, Required Reading
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remains an important book, and it is difficult to disagree with the hope that it should be
‘required reading’ (Quin, 2017, p. xvi) for all teachers of literature even if its tone and focus
do present some headwinds to that hope.
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Technology-enhanced Learning in the Early Years Foundation Stage, by Moira
Savage, Anthony Barnett and Michelle Rogers St Albans, UK, Critical Publishing, 2017, 184
pp., £22.99 (paperback), ISBN 978-1-911-10618-0, £22.99 (EPUB), ISBN 978-1-91 1-10620-3

With the increasing use of information communication technologies (ICT) for teaching and learning
in the early years, this serves as a primary and timely textbook for early childhood education (ECE)
undergraduate and postgraduate students, as well as parents and educators working with three- to
seven-year-olds. Also, readers who are researching, lecturing or developing their skills, knowledge
and curriculum on ICT use in ECE will find this book useful as a reference. This book covers all major
topics on technology use in ECE. The chapter topics span from a description of technology-
enhanced learning, key debates and research evidence, physical development, literacy, mathe-
matics, and safeguarding and welfare, amongst a few others. Chapter 1: Overview of Chapters gives
an introductory statement, identifies the readership of the book and provides a summary and
reflective questions for each chapter, whilst Chapter 13: Conclusion presents the linkages between
the chapters. Chapter 1 is freely available from this website: http://eprints.worc.ac.uk/5746/.

Although predominantly focused on the United Kingdom’s (UK) standards and goals, the book
touches on global influences in ECE such as ltaly’s Reggio Emilia (Thornton & Brunton, 2010),
Singapore’s numeracy curriculum (Ministry of Education, 2012), standards of the US-based
International Society for Technology in Education (ISTE, 2016) and New Zealand’s Te Whariki
(Ministry of Education, 1996). It is important to note that a revised Te Whariki (Ministry of
Education, 2017) was released in April 2017, a month before this book was published.

Readers should be aware that the content of this book, although extensive, may not be as in-
depth as it strives to cover as many topics and concepts as it can about ICT and ECE. To cope with

this limitation, the book frequently refers to website links, videos, hardware, software/apps,
" theories and standards provided throughout the book. This is an effective way of using technology
to help readers access up-to-date information.

This book is available in digital or print form. The digital format might be worth purchasing
because the readily available hyperlinks allow readers to peruse digital online references, making it
convenient to dip in and out of the book. Through these links, the book helps readers access
information in various forms of media and contexts that the book did not discuss in depth. These
hyperlinks may have changed though, as | found out when the book’s hyperlink to Carr and Lee’s
(2009)  Information and Communication Technology (ICT) Te Hangarau Parongo me te
Whakawhitiwhiti, although correct, showed as ‘Page not found’ on my web browser. This may
differ in the actual purchased version as | received a time-limited access for this book review. If this
happens, readers can copy-paste the hyperlink into a search engine to access the link, provided it is
still available. '

Additionally, another matter for readers to consider is the changing contexts in digital media.
The book mentions MySpace, a social media website akin to Facebook. | think MySpace should not
be specified in a book on ECE because, aside from becoming obsolete since the popularisation of
Facebook, MySpace had a dangerous reputation for bullying, viruses, and ‘adults ... simply lying
about their age and other personal details to gain access to children in the site’ (Gehl, 2012, p. 110).
I would have thought that reference to MySpace should have been left out as it can be con-
troversial in ECE settings, but since it was mentioned, specific evidence could have also been
presented and discussed in Chapter 12: Safeguarding and Welfare. | believe it is important that
trainees, in-service teachers and researchers of ECE should be aware of these issues to help them in
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their role in protecting our young global citizens in the digital age. As Facebook rose to replace
MySpace, | expected the book to have anticipated and mentioned new trends such as Instagram,
amongst many others (Salomon, 2013). Finally, the stylus was only mentioned once in Chapter 10:
Expressive Arts and Design, despite evidence that s‘fyluses can be used to enhance children’s
learning and development (Couse & Chen, 2010). | expected that the stylus-could have been
mentioned also in Chapter 6: Physical Development, Chapter 8: Literacy and Chapter 11:
Technologies for Inclusion, as there has been evidence of how styluses enhance learning and
development of fine motor skills (Vera & Jozwiak, 2016) and literacy (Patchan & Puranik, 2016), as
well as supporting children with autism (Dowd, McGinley, Taffe, & Rinehart, 2012).

Self-reflection is a major strength of this book. Chapters 2 to 12 contain reflexive questions that
allow readers to think about their pedagogy and practice. This is done through providing case
studies, theories, and pedagogical linkages to the Teachers’ Standards (Department for Education
[DfE], 201 1) and 'early learning goals' (DfE, 2014). Such introspective questions can help readers to
reflect on their practices, beliefs and ideas on technology-enhanced learning. The chapters contain
images of devices and apps to help readers concretely visualise software and hardware specified in
the book. | did wonder why there was not any image in Chapter 9: Mathematics. Including images
could have supported some readers who might want to learn how to use technology for teaching
and learning mathematics in more concrete ways.

Now, how should this book be read? | suggest downloading and reading Chapter 1 first as it
presents an overview of each chapter. With a preferred chapter or topic in mind, read the
conclusion to identify which chapters link to each other as some linkages are not consecutive,
such as chapters 5 (Communication and Language) and 8 (Literacy). Afterwards, prioritise reading
topics of interest because you will be spending much time dipping in and out of the book whilst
accessing online media, reflecting on questions or trying out devices and software that may be
readily available to you.

References

Carr, M, & Lee, W. (2009). Information and communication technology (ICT) Te Hangarau Pdarongo me te
Whakawhitiwhiti. Wellington: Ministry of Education. Retrieved from https://education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/
Early-Childhood/Kei-Tua-o-te-Pae/ECEBk20F ull.pdf

* Couse, L. J,, & Chen, D. W. (2010). A tablet computer for young children? Exploring its viability for early childhood
education. Journal of Research on Technology in Education, 43, 75-96. doi:10.1080/15391523.2010.10782562.

Department for Education. (2011). Teachers’ standards: Guidance for school leaders, school staff and governing bodies.
Retrieved from https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/teachers-standards

Department for Education. (2014). Statutory framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage: Setting the standards for
learning, development and care for children from birth to five. Retrieved from https://www. foundatlonyears org.uk/
files/2014/07/EYFS_framework_from_1_September_2014__with_clarification_note.pdf

Dowd A. M., McGinley J. L., Taffe J. R, & Rinehart N. J. (2012). Do planning and visual integration difficulties underpin
motor dysfunction in autism? A kinematic study of young children with autism. Journal of Autism and
Developmental Disorders, 42, 1539-1548. doi:10.1007/5s10803-011-1385-8.

Gehl, R. W. (2012). Real {software) abstractions on the rise of Facebook and the fall of MySpace. Social Text 111, 30(2),
99-119. doi:10.1215/01642472-1541772. Retrieved from http://sociaItext.dukejournals.org/content/30/2_111/99.
full.pdf )

International Society for Technology in Education. (2016). ISTE standards: Education technology standards to transform
learning and teaching. Retrieved from http://info.iste.org/iste-student-standards-transform-the-classroom-poster?
_ga=2.224609490.936722744.1507290714-119097954.1507290714 i

Ministry of Education. (1996). Te Whdriki, He Whdriki Matauranga mé nga Mokopuna o Aotearoa: Early childhood
curriculum. Wellington: Learning Media. Retrieved from https://www.education.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Early-
Childhood/Te-Whariki-1996.pdf

Ministry of Education. (2012). Nurturing early learners: A curriculum framework for kindergartens in Singapore — A guide
for parents. Singapore: Author. Retrieved from https://www.moe.gov.sg/docs/default-source/document/education/
preschool/files/kindergarten-curriculum-framework-guide-for-parents.pdf

Ministry of Education. (2017). Te Whariki, He Whadriki Matauranga mé ngd Mokopuna o Aotearoa: Early childhood
curriculum. Wellington, New Zealand: Learning Media. Retrieved from https://www.education.govt.nz/assets/
Documents/Early-Childhood/Te-Whariki-Early-Childhood-Curriculum-ENG-Web.pdf

~




’Learning Technology
by Gordon Lewis
OUP 2017
078-0-19-420041-7

Learning
Technology

At the beginning of this book, US-based
lecturer Gordon Lewis immediately
identifies one of the primary issues ELT
teachers face when using new technology in
the classroom: the everyday challenges we
face to achieve our teaching aims have
changed little over the years, but the
teaching tools available to us have increased
to a point that can often feel overwhelming.
As a result, technology is often not
exploited sufficiently, is misused or is
ignored completely. Acknowledging this,
Lewis aims in this book to explore how
various new technologies can improve the
classroom experience for both teachers and
learners alike, while also providing teachers
with the confidence to utilise further both
familiar and unfamiliar tech tools.

The chapters are grouped into four
sections (Parts 1, 2, 3 and 4), but the book
does not need to be read in order. making
it a very useful text for teachers to dip in
and out of. In every part, the main text of
each chapter deals with the pedagogy
behind the topic, with “Try this’ activities
providing specific ideas and techniques
for teachers to try in the classroom. Even
when these activities are familiar. they still
act as valuable revision, helping teachers
to assess their own existing approaches to
the use of technology in the classroom.
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In Part 1, the first chapter invites
teachers to develop strategies for the
application of new technologies that work
for them on an individual level. Initially,
Lewis encourages the reader to reflect on
their personal technology profile and rank
themselves as a ‘Casual user’, an ‘Old
schooler’ or an ‘Innovator’. From there,
the book offers ideas for the creation of
an individual technology plan, which is a
genuinely useful activity that ensures the
reader actively considers their relationship
with technology in the classroom.

The focus of Part 2 is on a number of
popular technology tools, with practical

ideas for how they can be used to enhance L/ETpe dia Teenagers:

the learning experience. Lewis provides
concise and accessible descriptions of web
browsers, search engines and bookmarking
tools, which are extremely useful for the
less digitally-minded. There are also a
number of excellent activities using tech
tools that can be easily implemented in the
classroom, including virtual museum
tours, using Google Earth, creating polls
and surveys and webquests.

Additionally, the book provides an
easy-to-follow guide for creating
podcasts and for how to exploit video in
the classroom. Thankfully, the ideas are
explained simply, with Lewis providing

“useful tips for getting things right, as

well as analysing the theory that
underpins them. It is only his analysis of
social media sites that feels a little dated,
mainly due to its focus on image sharing
sites such as Flickr. However, the ideas
contained within that chapter can easily
be applied to other social media sites.

Elsewhere, the explanation of how to
use test creation software provides a
convenient guide to what can be an
intimidating process. As Lewis admits, the
assessment of speaking and writing is still
quite limited with the tools available to us
as teachers, but he is adamant that this
will quickly change in the future. It will be
interesting to see how this area will be
explored in future editions of the book.
Similarly, Lewis makes a clear argument
that technology is developing in a way
that will soon allow us to address
individual learner needs with clearer,
differentiated learning goals. However, he
is quick to reiterate that, whatever

L

technological developments the future
holds, the teacher will remain the key
figure in the learning process.

While the layout may be a little bland,
the content of the book is exceptional,
with the chosen tech tools well-considered
and unlikely to date too quickly. The tone
of the book remains neutral, and never
assumes the reader already knows what a
particular term refers to, meaning that
this is a useful resource for both
technophobes and technophiles alike.

Paul Carr
Exeter, UK

500 ideas for teaching English
to teenagers

by Edmund Dudley

Pavilion 2018

978-1-911028-44-4

500 ideas for
teachind Endlish
to teenaders

ETpedia Teenagers is the latest handbook
in a series which also includes books of

. ideas for teaching business English, young
*learners, technology, grammar and exams.

It seems to have taken a long time for
publications focusing specifically on
teenagers to be produced, so it is great to
see a book like this finally available. It is
obviously a labour of love, and what
comes across clearly is that Edmund
Dudley is a classroom practitioner who
speaks from extensive, reflective experience.
His style is clear and conversational, and
the layout of ten top tips per section keeps
the writing on point.
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The book is divided into two parts: the
first focusing on general approaches to
understanding and managing teenagers.
This would make an excellent introduction
for teachers new to working with this age
group. Having trained many teachers on
CELTA courses who have gone on to first
jobs involving many, or mostly, classes of
teens, I would very much have appreciated
having this book to recommend. It is also a
beneficial reminder to all teachers of teens,
especially when taking on a new class or
encountering barriers to positive class
dynamics, of strategies to include all the
students in the lesson, find out about them
and involve them in the learning process.

My favourite section here is on ways in
which to incorporate L1 in the classroom.
The vast majority of English teachers

this is an area untapped for many years <

| with teachers being told that it was almost
a sin to use the students’ L1 in class. The
ideas given in this book are not only
effective language development tasks, but I
know that the teens I have taught over the
years would be very motivated by them,
especially those that involve using
television and film clips in class.

The second section of the book
focuses on language development and
practice tasks. There are many practical
activities suggested which require little or
,i no preparation or materials, and teachers
| will greatly appreciate these. I did think
| that, in some cases, there could have been
more detailed explanation of how the
activities are set up and run in the
classroom — to help less experienced
teachers, or even those of us with many
years’ experience in the classroom who
are new to that particular activity. But I
believe this is a by-product of having such
an ambitious aim: 500 ideas, rather than
50 more thoroughly-explained tasks.

Another helpful aspect of this book
is the links to websites, online videos
and books where teachers can get more
support and background information, if
they are hooked on the ideas they read
about. The book is also dotted with
quotes from teachers around the world
with their tips or insights on teaching

; teenagers, which I enjoyed reading and
| which support the techniques presented
; in the book.

One marvellous section is the guide
to using the book itself. 500 ideas could

\ www.etprofessional.com

be about 490 too many for some teachers
to take on board at once. This pragmatic
guide to how to approach the plethora
of ideas will be well appreciated.

I shall be using this book to find more
ideas for my classroom teaching of teens
as well as young adults, and T will
definitely be recommending it to the
teachers I train worldwide, who are keen
for such practical, uncomplicated ideas to
make their lessons engaging and
motivating for teenage learners. I shall
also be using and recommending the
linked website, which has more ideas and
articles for teachers: www.myetpedia.com.

Olha Madylus

London, England
v

share the same L1 as their learners, and M Language Assessment for

Classroom Teachers

by Lyle Bachman and Barbara
Dambdéck

OUP 2017

19-421839-9

978-0

‘Assessing language learning has always
been a tricky issue for many teachers,
whether they work in private or public
schools and regardless of the level they
teach: primary, secondary, university or
even adult education courses. There are

many questions that teachers ask
themselves, especially about when and
how to assess their students’ learning.

Language Assessment for Classroom

~ Teachers might be the light at the end of

the tunnel, as it provides a new approach
to classroom-based language assessment,
based on current theory and the needs of
classroom teachers.

o]~

The book is divided into four parts.
Part I is the Introduction, which talks
about.where this new approach comes
from and provides background
information about the material, the
contents of the book and who would
benefit {rom reading it. It then delves
into language teaching and classroom-
based language assessment, the decisions
one has to make in the classroom and
modes of assessment.

Part 11 gives an overview of the
approach and discusses why, when, what
and how students should be assessed, as
well as interpreting the results.

Part I1I is devoted to applying the
approach and creating language
assessment tasks, the administrative
procedures to take into account and
scoring, among other issues. Part IV
illustrates the process of classroom-based
language assessment by means of nine
examples, bearing in mind all four skills:
listening, reading, writing and speaking,.

Chapters 2 and 3, in particular, contain
a number of activities that clarify and
reinforce what is said in the book — and
which, I would suggest, will make the
reader think further. At the back of the
book, there are three appendices with a
checklist of things to consider before using
language assessment, plus templates and
answers (0 all the proposed activities. There
is also a glossary with definitions of some
technical terms, as well as suggestions for
further reading. Other resources can be
found on an accompanying website.

In spite of the potentially daunting
nature of the subject, the authors
present things in a-straightforward and
accessible fashion, making the book a
very educational and useful resource for
teachers. Masters and Diploma
students, and other professionals
interested in this area.

Having read the book from cover to
cover, | am beginning to question my own
previous language assessment beliefs.
have had the opportunity to try out a few
of the techniques the authors propose,
and I can now see why classroom-based
assessment is a fair approach to follow.
Reading this book was a real eye-opener
for me as a teacher. Needless to say, I
would definitely recommend it.

William Chaves Gomes
London, UK
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- Second Language
Acquisition
Applled to English
Language Teaching

Michael Lessard-Clouston

% tesolpress

For many teachers of English as a
second language, Second Language
Acquisition (SLA) is a bewildering
maze of ideas and terminology hardly
worth considering. It is often assumed
to be light on practical value, whilst
heavy on theory. However, in Second
Language Acquisition Applied to English
Language Teaching, the subject is given
clarity and practicality in a book that
can be read in one sitting.

The book is well suited to language
teachers who have some eiperience to
reflect on, but are still getting to grips
with how best to teach in any given
context. It also provides a very helpful
itroduction to those studying TESOL
or Applied Linguistics at undergraduate
or graduate level. Reading it will give
teachers greater insight into the theory
behind many teaching practices. And as
it is based on sound research, it should
also help them question and develop
their own teaching methodology.

The first two chapters unpack SLA
and its early history as a field of study.
Chapter 1 starts by defining SLA, and
then goes on to explain how teachers can
draw on both their own experiences and
an understanding of their students as
language learners rather than simply
non-native speakers. Chapter 2
introduces Stephen Krashen as a
foundational influence on the field of
SLA, together with his five principles:
the acquisition-learning, natural order,
monitor, input and affective filter
hypotheses. The author explains each of
these with a clear definition, practical
examples and some pertinent
applications to teaching today.

The next three chapters discuss three
‘essential components’ of learning

" English: input, output and interaction.

As in the rest of the book, Lessard-
Clouston aims to present some of the
latest and most influential research,
while leaving the reader to investigate its
worth. Various distinctions of input are

discussed in Chapter 3: non-interactive/
interactive, positive/negative, incidental/
noticed and input/intake. The chapter
ends with the value of an underlying
linguistic system, extensive reading
while listening, and input leading to
output. Chapter 4 outlines the output
hypothesis as developed by Merrill
Swain. Pushed output, as she called it,
brings meaning, opportunities to test
the target language system, interaction
and greater accuracy. The chapter
concludes with examples demonstrating
the link between output and input.
Chapter 5 describes how interaction
encourages negotiation of meaning, but
takes on many different forms,
according to the context. This chapter
shows in a practical way how
interaction can be encouraged in a
variety of teaching contexts, such as
large classes or EFL situations.

The last three chapters cover a lot of
ground. Chapter 6 provides evidence that
age is not a deal breaker for language
learning, but merely a factor
necessitating varied approaches. The
author goes on to describe the need to
minimise anxiety by creating a
comfortable class atmosphere and setting
up activities or tests thoughtfully. Some
distinctions within error correction |
(mistakes/errors, global/local errors) are
laid out. Finally, practical suggestions
are given, like the use of coding systems
and various types of feedback — not
least, regular encouragement!

Chdpter 7 is a particularly useful
chapter for practitioners, as it outlines
a series of principles from Brian
Tomlinson, which can help match
suitable ELT materials to SLA theory.
It sets out the value of rich and
meaningful content, engaging learners,
noticing form and meaning, and
opportunities for language use.

Chapter 8 culminates with an
assessment of what SLA can offer
classroom teachers, by bringing
together some new factors with those
previously discussed. The author
acknowledges the complexities of
language learning and SLA in
particular. Next, he reviews the
importance of appropriate input,

www.etprofessional.com
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output and interaction, and then
provides a useful vignette to work
through. The following section briefly
describes the place for vocabulary,
grammar and focus-on-form within
SLA, including the importance of
productive tasks.

The last two sections make brief
suggestions and encouragement for
applying SLA theory in the classroom,
since, as the author puts it: ‘Perhaps the
main value of SLA is to help teachers
recognise how understanding learning
can better inform their teaching.’

Besides the expansive introduction
to SLA this short book gives, there are
a number of features which make it a
great tool for teachers. In addition to
a clear presentation of the relevant
literature, anecdotes serve to reinforce
the points being made. In every chapter,
the well-crafted reflective questions
tease out the readers’ teaching
methodology. Around 30 of these
reflection features are placed at strategic
points, to allow what has been read to
be processed and put into practice.
There are also two vignettes, which are
basically short case studies, placing
the reader in contexts demanding
thoughtful application of the principles
they have learnt. Lastly, the list of
references at the end will help the reader
decide which aspects of SLA they wish
to explore in more detail.

Overall, I found this book to be an
inviting introduction to a complex and
sometimes confounding subject.
Having taught for many years myself
and had some expefjence learning a
second language, I aki)reciated the way
these two aspects werd brought
together. Evidently, the author knows
his subject well and only references the
foremost research. Readers may find
certain sections frustratingly short and
wish for more definite conclusions
from the author himself. Nonetheless,
as an overview of SLA for teachers
who have never ventured to study it
before, it is a most adequate
companion. It explains simply and
applies practically the theories which
have influenced us as teachers, whether
we knew it or not.

Timothy Steele
Birmingham, UK
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eedback Handbook
by Jeanette Barsdell
Jeanette Barsdell 2018
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This very useful book is designed for
anyone who has to conduct a lesson
observation and give oral and written
feedback afterwards. The author starts
out by saying that she was in the
position of being asked to do this
shortly after having passed her Delta,
and was terrified of sitting in judgement
on a teacher whom she didn’t know and
about whom there had been student
complaints. An understanding DOS
guided her through the process and
now, years later, she has written this
book to pass on the expertise she has
gathered throughout her career as a
teacher, trainer and leader of courses
for senior staff on lesson observation
and giving feedback.

The book provides practical and
accessible information on every stage of
a full and formal lesson observation
which is to be followed by oral and
written feedback. This represents the
gold standard of lesson observation, but
the author acknowledges that not every
situation will require or allow for the
same procedure, and readers can,
therefore, pick and choose what is most
relevant to their own context.

Chapter 1 begins by describing
various types of lesson observation.
Chapter 2 goes into how to set up a
formal observation (with a handy

—fé?B"‘\

checklist) and Chapters 3 and 4 are
about lesson plans: decoding a lesson
plan and giving feedback on one,
respectively. Chapter 5 is about
assessing teaching practice through
observation, and Chapters 6 to 8 are
about various types of feedback and
the best ways to give it. The final two
chapters offer alternative ways to
manage oral feedback and alternative
ways to observe a lesson. Useful tip
sections and checklists are an attractive
feature of the book, and there is a large
section of photocopiable resources at
the end, with more checklists, sample
lesson plans, observation summary
documents and self-reflection sheets.

This will all be invaluable for
anyone thrown in at the observation
deep end, as the author was at the
beginning of her career, as well as for
seasoned observers. With the checklists
and photocopiables, a lot of the
preparation work has been done for
you, and the advice throughout the
book is wise, sensible and rooted in
reality. (As this is quite a small-format
book, the photocopiables may need to
be enlarged, in order to make them a
little more readable.)

I believe this is a must-have book
for anyone who has to conduct lesson
observations now, or expects to have to
do so in the future.

Vanessa Willis
Exeter, UK
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Gender disparity < -}

‘How women MPs operate in a deeply patriarchal system

| SMITA GUPTA

The lbng, chequered history
of the Bill to increase the re-
presentation of women in all le-

gislatures to 33 per cent, intro- -

duced as far back as September:
12,1996, in the Indian Parlia-
ment stands testimony to the
fact that it continues to be a
. “deeply gendered” institution.
Today, 71 years after Inde-
pendence, women

racy constitute just 11.93 pér

cent of the Lok Sabha, the low-

er house, whereas the world av-
erage in:September 2017 was
just under 23%. peh

Making a strong case for in- .

creasing the representation of
women MPs in their timely,
new book, Performing Repre-
sentation: Women Members in

. ' the Indian Parliament, Shirin M. -

Rai and Carole Spary provide

the first comprehensive analy-

sis of women’s representation
;" in Parliament, and their place
i, and performance within the in-
{. stitution, "

They also reveal a startling

| fact: using data from 1957 on-
wards, it will take another 1
Lok Sabhas, each of five-year

i 3

‘ in  the !
world’s most populous democ-

® Performing Representation:
Women Members in the
Indian Parliament :
Shirin M. Rai & Carole Spary
* Oxford University Press
¥995

"tenure, for one third of MPS in

Parliament to be women.

The core of the book: offers

insights into women who have
successfully become MPs, by
scrutinising - electoral data,

news reports and their fascinat-

ing life stories, overcoming

.multiple challenges not only on

their way to success, but the-
reafter ip their parliamentary

lives.

It explores how they oberate

' in a Parliament, a political eco-

nomy and party system, all of
which continue to be deeply
patriarchal. :
*The book makes a plea to see
L

—A1

parliamentary politics for what |

it is ~ that while women MPs
participate in the deliberations,

» law-making ceremonies and ri- = .

tuals of Parliament, that in do-
ing so, “they reproduce domi-
nant forms of gendered power

relations while at the same time * :

challenge them”

This, the authors stress, does
not lead to “a utopian framing
of women MPs; either as chal-
lenging dominant. politics or
simply as docile actorsin a gen-
dered institution”. It however
reaffirms - their - analysis  that
“we need more women (critical

mass) and more’ feminist wo--
. ‘men in Parliament (“collective :
of a different :

critical actors
kind”). 2

If India is to become a more

equitable and safe society, the
number of women law-makers
must increase to ensure the

transformation needed in what ',

continues to be a patriarchal —
often misogynist — society..

* This book, that is widely ack-
nowledged as breaking fresh
ground in scholarship on gen-
der and politics, is, therefore, a
must read for everyone, but es-

pecially for Indian I ent’s
male MP%i

g
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o Robot-proof: higher education in the age of artificial intelligence, by Joseph E.
Aoun, Cambridge, Massachusetts, MIT Press, 2017, 216 pp., £19.95 (hbk), ISBN:
9780262037280

If a book can ever accomplish in leaving a reader with a lingering aftertaste, then Aoun’s
book is the one. Albeit offering a bittersweet flavour, this gem of a book provides a vivid
portrayal of the calm before the storm. It is a known fact that evolution is characterised by
extinction. Invariably this book alludes to an approaching Artificial Intelligence (Al) driven
cultural evolution that, as | am writing, is unwrapping itself and which in the foreseeable
future will unleash and batter our beliefs in Higher Education (HE) with full force. Originally, |
assumed that this book was directed to universities, academics and educational policy
makers. Now | believe that it is a valid eyeopener to anyone interested in surviving in style
in the rapidly developing digital reality. This book offers a valid challenge to the status quo
and fragile sense of false security that HE has wrapped itself in but which certainly must
change if universities and other HE institutes are to remain relevant both in the immediate
and long-term future.

The assertion that schools and educators have to prepare their students for jobs that have
yet to be created has now become a meme, loosely employed in various talks that | attend
and literature that | read. Yet, rarely and never to such an extent (and | for this compliment
the author), have | been provided with reachable and down-to-earth 'solutions on how to
embrace, complement and ultimately grow from this same threat that Al poses, especially to
white-collar professions.

| perceive the book as the representation of two sides of the same mountain. To see the
outcomes, the mountain has to be climbed up on one side and down the other. Thus: the
reader firstly, has to endure an uphill and substantiated bleak setting which, supported by
well-expressed and authentic facts, made me wonder and twist in my own conscience if in
employability terms an essentially doomed and disposable service-oriented white-collar
workforce would ever see the light at the other end of the tunnel. From the first instances,
the erosion of white-collar employability is well laid out by the author through exploring the
ability of computers to learn from data instead of explicit programing. Thus, machines, and
more so intelligent systems that can reason and think, that do tasks faster, cheaper and
better will inexorably drive a substantial fraction of white-collar and knowledge workers out
of a job. :

In the second part, Aoun starts by banking on the fact that history has a tendency to
repeat itself. The author therefore initiates his retaliatory arguments by drawing on well-
established facts and records about how, in its transformative capacity, education was

)
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instrumental in embracing change to successfully equip workers with the required qualities
for the demands of the previous industrial revolutions. But that is only the beginning.
Reminiscent of a sense of mastery and with confidence in what he has to say, the author
draws upon a wide knowledge base that ranges from Marx to Buffet, to penicillin, the ice
bucket trend, railway, airline and pharmaceutical industries, to express how HE has to evolve
so as to remain significant. Parenthetically, it is intriguing how Aoun also dubs Al's calculated
reasoning and core strength as a limitation, latching, hinging and ultimately conceiving this
Achilles’ heel as an opportunity not to be squandered if HE is to remain meaningful.for the
future. Thus while intelligent systems are very good at gathering facts and can map knowl-
edge into recognisable problems to improve ‘Near Transfer Capabilities’, they are thin on
guesswork, that human ‘gut feeling trait’ so much required in ‘Far Transfer Solutions’. For this
Aoun draws a very interesting parallel on how universities had in the past reformed their
institutional arrangements to respond to technological change. Now, it seems that we have
reached that point of inflection again. -

With the advancing wave of Al-powered super smart machines it has become a necessity
that we all become Lifelong Learners, again implying that, if they want to remain significant,
universities must grab the opportunity and go where the learners want and need to be. In
this case, notwithstanding the validity of experiential learning, the author goes beyond this
to envision a quite unorthodox approach. Inclined towards Lifelong Learning as a vessel for
the celebration of humans’' unique creative traits, universities must therefore not only
perennially reboot but get committed to shed their isolated monolithic stances in preference
to global multi-university networks, shifting from dictating to enabling institutions. In this
case and as part of a perennial quest to adapt to, and constructively enact Al induced
requirements, future nomad workers-learners will have no barriers to effortlessly design
their own learning experiences. Subsequently they will be able to smoothly and intuitively
follow their own respective paths in an authentic and meaningful learning experience, which
only a teaching and learning institute firmly embedded in a particular local context can
provide.

When it came to reviewing this book, | initially planned to have a tranquil weekend
reading about another alternate reality that consistently fails to materialise. My social media
posts show otherwise. Once | started delving deeper | became so much intrigued by its
thought provoking content that | could not stop reading. | admit that one third into the
book, | was still curious if the author would ultimately argue his way out of the very tight
cormner he had placed himself in. | believe that he did convincingly well. With all the
objectively placed arguments, portrayed implications and change that Al can bring upon
the topography of HE and education in general, | describe this reading as a journey of self-
realisation. Proving to be a tough challenge to many of my beliefs, this book has been
characterised by many instances where | had to retrace my steps and again read whole
passages to ensure that | was really understanding the portrayed implications. On a final note
the book is a must read to all educators who, metaphorically speaking, do not want to go the
way of the dodo. ‘

Patrick Camilleri
Faculty of Education, University of Malta
® patrick.camilleri@um.edu.mt

© 2018 Patrick Camilleri
https://doi.org/10.1 080/02607476.2Q1 8.1500792




BOOKS in review

HE book under review

is indeed an insider’s
account of India-
European Union (E.U.) re-
lations, the E.U.’s genesis
and evolution, and the
challenges before the E.U.
and the prospects for
deeper India-E.U.
relations.

Ambassador Bhaswati

Mukherjee has spent more
years dealing with Europe
in the Ministry of External
Affairs and in missions in
Europe than any of her col-
leagues. She is an insider
par excellence. Bhaswati
Mukherjee has an un-
canny sense of timing. Her
book has come out when
the Brexit “tale told by an
idiot, full of sound and
fury, signifying nothing”,
as Shakespeare would

" have put it, is being played
out, risking = Britain’s
shrinking into Little Eng-
land. The E.U.s state of
health leaves much to be
desired, to put it mildly.
Poland and Hungary have
violated E.U. values with
hardly any punishment;
Austria, the current chair,
is xenophobic and refuses
to accept refugees; and

“Italy, in whose capital,
Rome, the 1957 treaty was
signed, is refusing to ad-
here to Brussels’ directions
on its populist and dis-
astrous budget, which is
likely to engender a crisis
much bigger than that of
Greece.

g icwa

India and EU

An Insider's View

Bhaswati Mukherjee

India and EU will be of
great help to anyone who
wants to understand the
news on E.U. For the In-
dian reader, the focus on
India-E.U. relations is
most welcome. Similarly,
the general public, and
even scholars on the E.U.,
will benefit from this in-
sider account, written in a
pellucid style, supported
by truly Teutonic research
and the vigorous reasoning
of a diplomat of distinc-
tion. The maps and statist-
ics will be of much help to
Indian scholars. The end-

notes are a study in
explanation.
Bhaswati Mukherjee

raises the questior:: India’s
relations with Europe go
back millennia. Why then
the paucity of research on
the Indian side on the dy-
namics of the India-E.U.
relationship? She con-

india and EU

An Insider's View
By Bhaswati
Mukherjee

Indian Council of
- World Affairs

| and Vij Books,
New Delhi, 2018
Pages: 336

Price: Rs.995

trasts the paucity on the
Indian side with the
abundance on the
European side. Apart from
drawing attention to In-
dia’s “America-centric” ap-
proach, the author moves
on without giving a clear
answer. Perhaps, there is
no clear answer.

“The first ‘European’
who reached India, as offi-
cially chronicled, dates
back to 326 B.C. He was
Alexander the Great.” The
reader might wonder
whether Alexander would
have considered himself a
European. For that matter,

would King Porus, as the:

Greeks named him, have
claimed to be an Indian?
However, projecting the
present into the past is a
common human habit.
The author has organ-
ised the book into 11

chapters, each divided into

Enduring account

A pellucid narration of India-E.U. relations supported by vigorous
reasoning and maps and data that scholars will find useful. sy k.p. FaBIAN

sections. This reviewer is
not able to do full justice to

. the individual chapters in

view of space constraints.
Therefore, we shall take up

~a few significant issues.

E.U."S COMPETENCE
What is the area of com-
petence of the E.U.? It calls
itself 2 Union, but we all
know that it is a work in
progress. The Treaty of
Lisbon lists three categor-
ies of competence: exclus-
ive competence, shared
competence, and special
competence. Following a
lucid account, the author
has listed all this (pages
23-25), a listing that re-
pays careful reading,.

Does the E.U. have'a
foreign-cum-defence |
policy? In E.U. jargon it is
CSDP (Common Security
and Defence Policy). The
reader will note the im-
portance given to security
and the absence of the
words “foreign policy”.
However, the E.U, has a
High Representative for
Foreign Affairs and Secur-

' ity Policy. The author has

explained in detail how
differing national priorit-
ies come in the way of hav-
ing a FEuropean policy.
However, Bhaswati
Mukherjee stops short of

spelling out that the CSDP,
if fully developed, would
require the United King-
dom and France to cease to
be permanent members of
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the United Nations Secur-
ity Council as they would
be replaced by the E.U.
The reader would con-
clude that the CSDP will
remain stunted for years to
come. Does the E.U. havea
defence policy? When the
North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganisation (NATO) hi-
jacked a U.N. Security
Council
Libya in 2011 and started
bombing that country, an
unsuccessful effort was
made to mount an E.U.
maritime operation  for
surveillance of the Libyan
coast. When French Pres-
ident Emmanuel Macron
. spoke of a European Army,
United States President
Donald Trump was quick
to snub him.

. The author has given a
detailed explanation of the
workings of the E.U.
Council, the Commission
and the European Parlia-
ment. The Parliament has
a strength of 751 members,
and the electorate, at 375
million (2009), is the
second largest after In-
dia’s. However, the
European Parliament
lacks legislative initiative.
The all-powerful Commis-
sion has clipped its wings.
The reader will particu-
larly appreciate the histor-
ical account about the first
meeting of the Parliament
in 1952.

As the title of the book
suggests, the author de-
votes more space to India-
E.U. relations. How do the
E.U. and India see each
other? They do issue peri-
odical declarations after
summit meetings en-
visaging working together
for common goals. But, do
they actually work to-
gether? The author has
given a clinically accurate
account. The E.U. has an
unjustifiable bias in favour

Resolution on

of China. However, the
reader might find it diffi-,
cult to agree with the argu-
ment advanced by the
author: “India is projected
to grow at 7.4 % in 2018 by
IMF [International Mon-
etary Fund] estimates as
compared to China’s
6.8%.” Such comparisons
of growth rates between
two economies when oneis
four or five times larger
than the other does not
make much sense.

The E.U. is essentially
an economic union and the
laudable effort to make it
into a community has not
yet succeeded, and to call it
a union before it has be-
come a community is ab-
surd. It should be noted
that the E.U.’s trade with
India was €115 billion,
whereas in the same year
China had a surplus of
€176 billion with the E.U.
The author has argued that
the E.U. should take into
account the fact that India
is the biggest democracy,
and it should understand
better India’s problems
and show more accom-
modation. Her argument
is not likely to be accepted
by the E.U.’s hard-headed
decision-makers in Brus-
sels.

Summit meetings
between India and the
E.U. started in 2000. The
account of what has been
achieved or not‘is excel-’
lent. The 13th India-E.U.
summit was held up be-

Summit
meetings
between
India and the
E.U. started
in 2000.

cause of Ttaly’s objection. It
was due in 2013, but Italy
practised vendetta in true
Italian style. Italy showed
its displeasure over India’s
detention of two Italian
marines who, without any
justification, shot dead two
Indian fishermen on the
Kerala coast. The author’s
account of this instance of
Italian vendetta falls short
of her Teutonic thorough-
ness. She fails to mention
that the big Italian tanker
and the small Kerala fish-
ing boat were both entitled
to protection under the
U.N. Convention on the
Law of the Sea. Nor does
she mention that the In-
dian Supreme Court need
not have permitted Italy to
challenge its jurisdiction
without giving a ruling,.
Her conclusion that
the Congress party, ruling
both at the Centre and in
Kerala at that time, was
one of the reasons for the
failure of the two countries

" to reach a diplomatic set-

tlement is questionable
and certainly speculative.
But, in away, she is rightin

that the Bharatiya Janata

Party (BJP) government
took an unduly conciliat-
ory stance towards Italy,
perhaps not without ul-
terior motives, without
bothering too much about
delivering justice to the be-
reaved families. Negoti-
ations on a trade deal with
the E.U. started in 2007.
The reader will find the ac-
count of the obstacles in
the way as a tutorial in for-
eign policy. The deal is still
hanging fire, mainly be-
cause the E.U. tries to drive
a hard bargain.

The author has an eye
for the absurd. She gives a
hilarious account of the
2003 summit in New
Delhi when the Italian
Prime Minister refused to

board the plane from
Rome and sent the Deputy
Prime Minister to repres-
enthim and to be the coun-
terpart to the Indian Prime
Minister. India was able to
teach Italy a lesson in pro-
tocol, but the summit was

sterile. r.
There is one secret that
Bhaswati Mukherjee is

holding on to. On the eve of
the disastrous 2003 sum-
mit, when Xavier Solana,
E.U’s High Representat-
ive for Common Foreign
and Security Policy, called
on India’s External Affairs
Minister Yashwant Sinha,
the only other person
present was a note taker.
Solana, a former NATO
Secretary General, urged
India to be a NATO part-
ner country. He argued
that to address the rising
China, a strategic partner-
ship of the U.S,, the E.U.,
India and Japan was
needed.

There was a follow-up
strategic discussion sub-
sequently in  Brussels
between the two and the
same note taker was
present. What is pleasantly
perplexing is that we are
not told the identity of the
note taker. Nor are we told

“how India responded to

Solana’s advice. Obviously,
the author is discreet.

It used to be said: Pub-
lish or perish. Nowadays,
one can publish and per-
ish. This book is timely,
and has an enduring value.
The E.U. will have to take
note of India’s growing
power and work with it to
build a better world sooner
than later, as cogently ar-
gued by the author. She
has not failed to mention
the adjustments India
should make. This insider
has a balanced and prag-
matic approach to foreign
policy. O
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Critical Reflections on Muslim
Marriage and Personal Law in India

QUDSIYA CONTRACTOR

his collection of essays, written by

Sylvia Vatuk and published over a

span of 15 years (2001-15), is based

on ethnographic and archival research
among Muslims in Chennai and Hydera-
bad. Itwas inspired by an increasing unease
with the prevailing tendency of popular
journalistic and scholarly literature of con-
demning the fate of Muslim women to the
personal law regime that “governs” them
—where polygamy and unilateral divorce
leave them bereft of any means of sup-
port, should their marriage be dissolved.
A central concern for most of the essays
(with an exception or two) is the question
of what happens if a marriage ends up in
disarray; especially when the couple faces
one another in a civil court, before a com-
munity council, the jamat or the imam of
their neighbourhood mosque or in the
office of a local gazi. During the course of
her research, the author found it rare for a
woman todirectly file a civil lawsuit or make
a criminal complaint against her husband
or in-laws, unless she is led to do so by
members of a non-governmental organisa-
tion (NGO) working on woman's issues or is
taken there by a male relative who is famil-
iar with the ways of the judicial system. .

Examining Stereotypes

The book addresses the need to examine
the empirical basis for widespread stereo-
types about Muslim women suffering
under the oppressive burden of personal
law and thereby, perhaps, finding a way
of undermining some of the strength of
the prevailing rhetoric. The essays based
on years of research explore Indian Muslim
women’s use of both civil and religious
judicial institutions to resist patriarchal

 domination within their homes and in the

society at large.

_The essays also provide a close look at
whether and how the Muslim Personal
Law (mpL) impacts the efforts of Muslim

Economic & Political WEEKLY DECEMBER 8, 2018

Marriage and Its Discontents: Women, Islam
and the Law in India by Sylvia Vatuk, New Delhi:
Women Unlimited, 2017; pp xviii + 273, T650.

women to accommodate and/or overcome
the constraints and disabilities to which
they are subjected in a heavily male-
dominated legal and social milieu. Vatuk’s
purpose is to broaden her investigations of
how women fare under the MpL by looking
into the role of non-state religious bodies
in the administration of Islamic law.

Chapter 6 of the book on “Change and
Continuity in Marriage Alliance Patterns”
provides some interesting insights into the
persistence of endogamy even as parentally
arranged marriages are giving way to
so-called “arranged love marriages” among
South Indian Sunni Muslims of the Naw-
wayat quam (community) (pp 196-219).
Khandan (clan) endogamy is still widely
practised while Dravidian-type customary
preferential marriages are considered safe,
congenial, useful, convenient and ideo-
logically satisfying in a globalised world.

Chapter 3 on “The Cancer of Dowry”
explores how a growing anti-dowry
rhetoric in the 1980s moved to the centre
stage as “an object of social critique by
the general Muslim public as well as by
social reform-minded religious authori-
ties and institutions” (p 93).

Vatuk presents here a careful reading
of the Muslim press revealing a Muslim
critique of the system despite the antiquated
thetoric. These, she argues, recall some of
the views of much earlier Muslim reformers
in the subcontinent, who wished to purge
Muslim lives of a wide range of customary
rituals and ceremonial observances
(rasum) such as jahez, len-den, citanam
(derived from the word stri+dhan or
women’s wealth). Anti-dowry rhetoric
conceptualised these as they represented
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cultural “borrowings” of “survivals” from
pré-Islamic or Hindu modes of worship
and life cycle ceremonies. They, therefore,
had to be avoided because they had no
religious sanction in the scripture, and
even involved activities contrary to the
dictates of Islam. While this discourse
maintained that the social consequences
of participating in dowry transactions
are deplorable, it differed in that its ap-
peal for reform relied on an appeal to
historical origins, rather than to overall
societal well-being or gender justice.
Chapter 7 looks into why marital rela-
tionships end up in dissolution. The author
attributes these to a gap that frequently
exists between “the partners’ religious
and cultural expectations of what a
marriage should be and the reality of life
for Muslim men and women in India to-
day” (pp 220-21). The author argues that
divorce stories can shed light on the nature
and dynamics of contemporary marriage,
the cultural construction of the institution
itself and the challenges that partners face
in trying to perform “their assigned gen-
dered roles which in Islamic discourse are
unproblematically complementary, but in
practice are highly asymmetrical” (p 221).
The author emphasises that contrary
to popular perception, Muslims remain
married to their first spouses till death
does them part; although, there are no
hard statistics to either support or refute
this notion. Some expectations within
marriage tend to contradict provisions
of Islamic law such as a woman’s legiti-
mate grievance with her husband taking
a second wife. Being sexually faithful is
an expectation that many Muslim women
reciprocate and demand from their
husbands despite religious law, clerical
authorities and the male-led community
being tolerant to the latter’s adultery.

Divorce Initiated by Women

Chapter 4 indicates how khul or divorce
initiated by the woman has received negli-
gible scholarly attention, yet it contributes
to a significant proportion of divorces
among Vatuk’s findings. The author pre-
sents evidence from divorce files main-
tained by qazis in Hyderabad in which
“cases of khul clearly dominate over cases
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of talaq” (p 138). Khul does meet the needs
of many women who are willing to ad-
dress their financial insecurities and stand
up to societal attitudes towards divorce.
Although khul does take a woman’s
choice in a marriage into consideration, it
still requires her to persuade her husband
to act on her request in order to sucessfully
end a marriage, while a man by pronounc-
ing talaq, can act entirely of his own will
and initiate to dissolve the marriage.
Whether khul empowers women to exert
their independent agency or makes
them vulnerable to manipulation put-
ting them at a serious disadvantage is
still a matter of debate. A lot might still
depend upon their relative “bargaining
power” within the marriage vis-a-vis the
husband. The author suggests that fur-
ther detailed ethnographic research to
supplement the investigation of archival
records has the scope to reveal more.

Approach towards Women

Chapters 1 and 2 mention that a “paternali-
stic” approach towards women and their
needs, permeates the legal process, in
particular, the manner in which personal
laws are administered in practice in the
lower courts. More often the concern is

about preserving her status as a “respect-
able” and “chaste” woman rather than
upholding her rights within the marriage.
A legal discourse of “rights” is thus trans-
formed into a discourse of “welfare” whose
defining terms are set, not by the woman
herself, but by her counsellor, her advo-
cate, the judge, and in the last analysis, by
the realities imposed by the society within
which she lives. Chapter 8 mentions that
there has been an increasing willingness
of magistrates in courts to order state
Wakf Boards to provide maintenance
stipends to destitute Muslim divorcees,
although there have been some difficul-
ties in implementing these directives.

Nonetheless, the number of women
being helped in this way is steadily
increasing. In Chapter 5 on “Islamic
Feminism in India,” Vatuk looks at how
as an approach, Islamic feminism holds
considerable promise for improving the
legal lot of Muslim women although
merely seeking to obtain rights provided
to them in the Quran might not achieve
complete equality of the sexes.

This is a timely book based on empirical
data that deals with debates that are
back in the focus with a Hindutva prop-
agating right-wing government in power

for whom establishing a uniform civil code
has been of priority. The original essays
have been revised and appear as chap‘t"érs -
arranged in a chronological order of their
original publication. This may not have
been the best way to address the issue at
hand. Some background of the Muslims
of Chennai and Hyderabad, especially
those communities that were part of the
study, would have helped.

The book points to the need for
further comparative research to under-
stand the way the Indian personal law
system works and to what extent one civil
code has in practice any clear advantage
over the others in terms of their impact
on women’s well-being. What are the gaps

between text and practice in Muslim

marriages? What is changing? What are
the challenges of the new times? What are
the expectations of the younger gener-
ations from marital life? Do they contra-
dict the Islamic tradition? How is the role .
of the state envisaged?

The rhetoric around divorce continues
to remain synonymous to Muslim marital
life. Unlike the Congress, which during
Shah Bano’s very public legal battle for
maintenance favoured “secular” national
unity over minority rights, the BJp seems
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to be clearer in its imagination of a Hindu-
majority nation where the Muslim male
needs to be subdued and disciplined
when it comes to upholding Muslim
women’s rights. The book could have
gained by providing an updated context
to the tensions that exist between legal

safeguards, group righ.ts and women’s
autonomy especially since the research
spans a considerable 15 years. The book
has no conclusion, which could have been
a conscious decision by the author.

The book provides a comprehensive
and detailed analysis of Muslim personal

Rethinking Medicine and

‘Nation-building in Iraq

Fthnographic and Historical Perspectives

VIVEK NEELAKANTAN

ngovemable Life: Mandat(?ry Medi- ‘Ungovernable Life: Mandatory Medicine and
cine and Statecraft in Iraq is at once )\ Statecraftin Iraq by Omar Dewachi; Stanford: Stanford

an ethnographic and historica

account of medicine and nation-building in
Iraq, from a Foucauldean perspective. As
the author puts it in the preface, the re-
search questions that drive the monograph
are inspired by his personal experiences of
growing up in Iraq and medical training
in the aftermath of the Gulf War (1991).
In his monograph, Omar Dewachi offers
a compelling yet disturbing account of
the genesis of Iraqi state medicine under
the British mandate, and its dissolution
following the end of the Gulf War.

Excluding the introduction and the con-
clusion, the book is organised into seven
chapters. The chapters collectively trace
the modernist agenda of Iragi medicine.
First, under the British administration
between 1920 and 1932 (Mandatory Iraq),
physicians were charged with modernising
the nation along Western lines. Second,
the author explores the transition from
British-backed monarchy to the socialist
era (1958-1980). Third, between 1980
and 1988, during the war against Iran,
the Iraqi state mobilised medicine as an
instrument of nation-building. Finally—
subsequent to the conclusion of the Gulf
War—the author describes the dismem-
berment of state medicine, first under the
United Nations (UN)-sponsored sanctions,
and later in the aftermath of the United

_States (us) invasion (2003 to present).

In analysing state power and its break-
down under the us-led war in Iraq, he

Economic & Political weekLy [EET] DECEMBER 8, 2018 VOL LIII NO 48

University Press, 2017; pp xiii+239, price not indicated.

challenges conventional Western accounts
of Iraq’s alleged unruliness and ungovern-
ability (p 11). He contends that ungovern-
ability is enmeshed in the disordered
operations of power. The monograph—in
examining the operation of power through
biomedicine—seeks to eschew the conven-
tional dichotomy in medical anthropology
between modern medicine and traditional
practices (p 12). In doing so, Dewachi
traces the careers of three Iragi physicians,
particularly Kamal al-Samara’i, Saniha
Amin Zaki, and Yousef Aqrawi, as agents
of state-building through a close reading
of medical biographies.

Mandatory Medicine

Although the British did not directly
colonise Iraq, as they did in the case of
India, the discourse of Iraq as an “unruly
place of sickness” dates back to the British
military occupation of Iraq during World
War 1 (1914). British cultivation of Iraq’s
medical infrastructure was a product of
imperial anxiety pertaining to neutralising
the military fallout of the Mesopotamian
occupation. The Kingdom of Iraq under
British occupation, or Mandatory Iraq was
created in 1920, following resistance
against the proposed British Mandate of
Mesopotamia, which was sanctioned by
religious and tribal authorities. Mandatory
medicine was central to the vitality of the

_ 3 —

law and the experience of divorce. It
is good for students, practitioners and
academics seeking to understand the
¢hallenges of the MPL.

Qudsiya Contractor (qudsiya.contractor@
gmail.com) is a Fellow at the India-China
Institute, The New School University, New York.

new state. Under the banner of the nation-
building logic of mandatory medicine,
doctors were charged to bring Iraq into
step with modern states through medical
science and public health policy (p 19).
With the declaration of the mandate in
1920, rebellions ensued in different parts of
the country, challenging British authority.
The newly founded Directorate of Health
that the British engineered was intended
to protect British interests in Iraq, dimin-
ish the threat of epidemics, and deliver a
productive workforce. The introduction
of the railways to the newly discovered
oil-rich towns was congenial for the spread
of the 1923 cholera epidemic. With the epi-
demic spreading in the predominantly
Shia cities, especially Najaf and Karbala,
the directorate introduced mandatory
cholera vaccination. The management of
the cholera epidemic through mass vacci-
nations silenced the demand for decen-
tralisation of healthcare (p 63).

Iraqi Physicians
Efforts to cultivate Iraq’s state medicine
during the early 1920s under the manda-
tory system had to confront the realities
of the fraying Ottoman Empire, famine,
epidemics, and the breakdown of medical
infrastructure. Governing the health of the
nation was contingent upon increasing the
supply of physicians. The British proposal
to establish an Iraqi school of medicine was
a divisive issue among local physicians.
Whereas Amin Ma‘louf, King Faisal’s
personal physician, welcomed the proposal
to establish a new medical school, Fai'q
Shakir, a Baghdad-based Ottoman-trained
doctor, led the opposition camp (p 71).
The latter contended that inaugurating a
new medical school would incur a huge
financial burden on the state and it would
be difficult to staff with competent local
faculty due to a shortage of Arabic-
speaking educators in the country. Con-
sequently, the proposal to establish a
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of talaq” (p 138). Khul does meet the needs
of many women who are willing to ad-
dress their financial insecurities and stand
up to societal attitudes towards divorce.
Although khul does take a woman’s
choice in a marriage into consideration, it
still requires her to persuade her husband
to act on her request in order to sucessfully
end a marriage, while a man by pronounc-
ing talaq, can act entirely of his own will
and initiate to dissolve the marriage.
Whether khul empowers women to exert
their independent agency or makes
them vulnerable to manipulation put-
ting them at a serious disadvantage is
still a matter of debate. A lot might still
depend upon their relative “bargaining
power” within the marriage vis-3-vis the
husband. The author suggests that fur-
ther detailed ethnographic research to
supplement the investigation of archival
records has the scope to reveal more.

Approach towards Women

Chapters 1 and 2 mention that a “paternali-
stic” approach towards women and their
needs, permeates the legal process, in
particular, the manner in which personal
laws are administered in practice in the
lower courts. More often the concern is

7

about preserving her status as a “respect-
able” and “chaste” woman rather than
upholding her rights within the marriage.
Alegal discourse of “rights” is thus trans-
formed into a discourse of “welfare” whose
defining terms are set, not by.the woman
herself, but by her counsellor, her advo-
cate, the judge, and in the last analysis, by
the realities imposed by the society within
which she lives. Chapter 8 mentions that
there has been an increasing willingness
of magistrates in courts to order state
Wakf Boards to provide maintenance
stipends to destitute Muslim divorcees,

although there have been some difficul-
ties in implementing these directives.

Nonetheless, the number of women
being helped in this way is steadily
increasing. In Chapter 5 on “Islamic
Feminism in India,” Vatuk looks at how
as an approach, Islamic feminism holds
considerable promise for improving the
legal lot of Muslim women although
merely seeking to obtain rights provided
to them in the Quran might not achieve
complete equality of the sexes.

This is a timely book based on empirical
data that deals with debates that are
back in the focus with a Hindutva prop-
agaﬁng right-wing government in power

for whom establishing a uniform civil code
has been of priority. The original essays
have been revised and appear as chaptérs
arranged in a chronological order of their
original publication. This may not have
been the best way to address the issue at
hand. Some background of the Muslims
of Chennai and Hyderabad, especially
those communities that were part of the
study, would have helped.

The book points to the need for
further comparative research to under-
stand the way the Indian personal law
system works and to what extent one civil
code has in practice any clear advantage
over the others in terms of their impact
on women’s well-being. What are the gaps
between text and practice in Muslim
marriages? What is changing? What are
the challenges of the new times? What are
the expectations of the younger gener-
ations from marital life? Do they contra-
dict the Islamic tradition? How is the role
of the state envisaged?

The rhetoric around divorce continues
to remain synonymous to Muslim marital
life. Unlike the Congress, which during
Shah Bano’s very public legal battle for
maintenance favoured “secular” national
unity over minority rights, the BJp seems
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INDIAN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF LIBRARY AND
INFORMATION SCIENCE: Compiled and edited by Prof. PSG
Kumar; 28 Vols. New Delhi: B. R. Publishing Corporation, 2019, pp.
15778. Price INR 3000/- per volume

Publication of Indian Encyclopedia of Library and Information Science
(2019) is a landmark in the annals of Library and Information Science in
India. The Compiler and Editor Dr. P S G Kumar mentions that the idea
of compilation of encyclopedia in LIS was simmering in his mind since
long. But he formally announced it in 1977. However, he could not do so
before 1997 due to his administrative and academic responsibilities at
Nagpur University and professional commitments, particularly with
IATLIS, ILA, etc. Though, the work was completed in the first decade of
the 215 century, it took more than fifteen years to see it in the final form.

There are two major efforts made in English to bring out encyclopedia
in Library and Information Science, one in UK in 1967 by Thomas
Landau and second one in USA by Allen Kent and Harold Lancour since
1968. The first one is in single volume, whereas, the second one is open.
The basic work is in 28 volumes and thereafter, supplementary volumes
are being brought out to cover leftover and new subjects. So far about 70
volumes have been brought out.

Dr Kumar says that the coverage of Indian subjects in the two
encyclopedias referred to above is meager. This made him to start
compiling the present work. May be this is for the first time a work of this
magnitude has been undertaken in any country in the world. Thus it is a
remarkable and outstanding work.

Though each volume of the publication under review requires to be
reviewed individually, but because of limitations of space and other
constraints the entire set of this monumental work is reviewed here in a
few pages.

The Publisher brought out a supplementary booklet of 88 pages which
delineates the details of articles, arrangement and common criteria used
for compilation and editing. The editor in the ‘Preface’ itself has
mentioned the necessity of bringing out the work. Anybody who takes full
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Set of 28 Volumes, will be given a copy of the supplementary booklet free 4
of cost.

‘The set of Encyclopedia in 28 volumes has over 2,500 articles. The
entire work runs to 15,778 pages. The subjects covered span from 1911
A.D. till early 21% century, -

Contents:
Vol. No. Starting & Ending of No. of items of Total No. of pages
Words Subject Headings

Vol. I AA to AE 56 507

Vol. 2 AF to AR 83 459

Vol. 3 AR to BE 89 457

Vol. 4 BE to BI 55 401

Vol. 5 BI to BU 82 465

Vol. 6 CA to CL 97 473

Vol. 7 CL to CO 58 405

Vol. 8 CO to DA 64 415

Vol. 9 DA to DU 104 435

Vol. 10 EA to EX : 76 487

Vol. 11 FA to FY 84 435

Vol. 12 GA to HI 105 519

Vol. 13 HI to IN 82 555

Vol. 14 IND to INF 60 519

Vol. 15 INF to IYY 79 522

Vol. 16 JAD to KUN 116 663

Vol. 17 LA to LI 89 ' 550 ,
| Vol 18 LIB to MAN 110 641 {
| Vol.19 MAP to MYT 101 536 |

Vol. 20 NAB to NEW , 102 616 :

Vol. 21 NEW to POO 142 769

Vol. 22 POto QU 98 728 w

Vol.23  RAB to RES 115 720

Vol. 24 RES to SEM 106 700

Vol. 25 SEN to SYS 142 702

Vol. 26 TAB to TRA 104 614

Vol. 27 TRA to VEL 88 588

Vol. 28 VEM to ZOO 84 366

Total 15,778

Vol 56 No 4, December 2018
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When one looks at the Contents Page, he can understand vividly the

arrangement of entries. A Title Index covering articles in the Volume is

given in the beginning as ‘Contents’. Author Index and Subject Index are
given at the end of each volume with page number. Each article is
followed by a list of references and bibliographical details of the source
material used. Name of the author (s) with address (es) is/are given at the
end. An abstract/note of the Editor is given immediately after the title.
Appropriate Sectional Heading is provided which indicates the
comprehension of the content of the paragraph. The alphabetization of
each volume starts with separate serial number.

The alphabetization of:

«  key words of subject

«  minute subject headings

e names of persons

. names of institutions / organizations

< names of libraries etc., with page numbers are given under “Content”
in each volume.

Number of items are highest under the alphabet ‘S’ (142) and least
under the letter ‘Y’ (3).

This work in fact will serve as a mine of information on the history of
libraries of all kinds; library science and library education; library
associations and organizations; library legislation; other library acts;
librarians, teachers and other library personnel; library science, particularly
the ‘Indian School of Thought’; library literature; new technology, its role
and impact; current trends in library and information science; various
standards and norms; etc., '

The set of encyclopedia will be quite useful to teachers, practicing
librarians, students, research scholars of not only the present generation of
LIS as well as the future.

Dr Kumar is an outstanding Library and Information Science
Professional in India, not only, by publishing the Encyclopedia, but also,
as a teacher of LIS (27 years, out of which, 24 years as Head of the
Department); as University Librarian (for 10 years); as General
Secretary, Vice-President and President of IATLIS; as Chairman of
Education and Training (E & T); Vice-President (2 terms) and President
of Indian Library Association; Author of 69 books, 230 papers, as a

LIBRARY HERALD

.

i S o i b L



\,\ ) 2. ) A

Book REVIEW 563

reviewer of 80 books; attending 160 seminars and conferences of LIS; as
President of GOC, Vidarbha Library Association (VLA) (Founder), etc.
He also served as the President of Heads Forum and Association of
University Teachers (AUT) at Nagpur University; Registrar of the
Nagpur University; and several academic bodies of the Nagpur
University.

He was felicitated by more than 100 organizations and received 4
Life-Time Achievement Awards.

He served on the Editorial Boards of 17 professional journals and was
Founder of Information Age and Mahiti Yug (Marathi) journals in LIS. A
Foundation was established in his name which has thus far donated more
than Rs. 5 lakhs for various professional causes.

Looking to the above and many more achievements of Dr Kumar in
LIS, Late Dr. K S Deshpande had once said, Dr Kumar deserves not less
than a ‘Padma Award’. Professional should strive in this direction.

There are many areas that could not be covered in this set. The LIS
profession and LIS subject are ever growing. It is necessary that this
encyclopedia brings out supplements & additions from time to time. Such a
work could be undertaken by Dr Kumar and prepare one or two of his

students or professionals in bringing out “Supplementary Volumes’ and

serve continually the profession.

Dr. M. Kanakachary

University Librarian i/c (Retd.),

English & Foreign Languages - University,
Hyderabad — 500 007

Email: ckmlb53@gmail.com

Phone No. 9502035738
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Book Review

LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION AND S R RANGANATHAN: A GUIDE / M P Satija. Compiled
and edited by Daniel Martinez-Avila and Rosa San Segudo Manuel. Ess Ess Publications. New
Delhi. 2018. xviii, 292p. ISBN: 978-81-936074-7-3. Language: English. Price: Rs 1200.00 (Hard

Bound)

Ranganathan and Library Classification become
inseparable concepts
| in the field of Library
Science. Since his
§ joining to University
College of London,
M Ranganathan was
, attracted mostly to
k classification studies
g due to teaching
technique of his
inspiring teacher -
W.C.B. Sayers. As a
mathematician his
orderly mind tried to
perceive many similarities between classification
and mathematics which helped him with
innovative ideas. Prof M P Satija, aresearcher on
Ranganathan and his works, rightly commented
that the works of Ranganathan on classification
form the bedrock of an influential theory of the
wide discipline of knowledge organization.
When a book is written with these two. concepts
and that too by none other than a personality like
M P Satija, the book: would carry much added
values of research outputs, insights and analysis
with innovative ideas.

The book under review consists of nine
chapters. Like many other, a 'Preface’ written by
the author himself ignites the minds of readers
about perennial theories and methods developed
by Ranganathan. 'The International Relevance of
Ranganathan' appeared next which is written

LIBRARY
CLASSIFICATION

§ B RANEANATHAN
A BUIDE

© IASLIC
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jointly by Daniel Martinez-Avial, a Brazilian
Scholar and Rosa San Segundo Manuel, a
Spanish Scholar. Both of them have expressed
the feelings of library professionals of their
countries. They have reported that Ranganathan
and his Colon Classification were popularly
propagated in Spain during Birth Centenary of
the father of Indian Librarianship. The relevance
of Ranganathan's Philosophy in the librarianship
profession of their countries is proved in this
write-up. The first chapter 'S R Ranganathan
(1892-1972): A Global Indian Library Thinker'
deals with the short biography of Ranganathan.
Author have mentioned how a mathematician
turned to librarian. A long journey of becoming a
successful and innovative librarian when there
was no sign and symbol of the existence of library
profession is mentioned in this chapter. In his
journey, Ranganathan had opportunity to
communicate with Melvil Dewey. Report of
those conversations was also similarly important.
These important facts of his life should have been
discussed in this chapter.

The second chapter 'Colon Classification
(CC) gives overall idea about revolutionary
inception of CC which was conceived as the
practical classification of DDC could not satisfy
the orderly mind of a mathematician.
Ranganathan's philosophy as reflected in all
seven editions of CC is critically analysed.
However, author has also expressed his
dissatisfaction for CC not being upgraded by the
concerns to whom Ranganathan trusted and gave

IASLIC Bulletin. 63, 4; 2018, December
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responsibility. Prof Satija's dissatisfaction is not
only of his own, it is of all Indians who feel sad
seeing the uncertain fate of such a beautiful
scheme due to long and callous neglect. But I
believe, these dissatisfaction should ignite all
minds which urge Prof Satija like scholars and
personalities to join hands together in breaking
the ice and bear the torch of upgrading the
theories and the products thereon.

In the third chapter 'Call, Book and

Collection Numbers: Ranganathan's
Chronological System', author have extensively
Ranganathan's suggested system of building Call
Number by the way of building Book Number
and Collection Number. As a class number alone
fails to distinctly individualise a document in the
library, method of assigning a unique
identification number is introduced. The fourth
chapter 'Modes of Growth of Subjects in the
Universe of Knowledge' deals with the different
modes of formation and growth of subjects.
Ranganathan elucidated the various modes of
growth viz Fission, Lamination, loose
assemblage, fusion, distillation, partial
comprehension and subject bundles. In this
chapter, new modes of formation of subjects are
also discussed in consonance with the new
research trends. In chapter five 'Mapping of
Social Science in the Colon Classification' author
have explained and analysed the order of social
science subjects in Colon Classification (6th ed).
Author has pointed out that the organisation of
social science in the Colon Classification is
inadequate and need to be updated to
accommodate current knowledge. The sixth
chapter 'A Plea to Save the National Heritage :
Revise the Colon Classification' deals with
events occurred during the journey of colon
classification. For revival of this scheme author
traces the base for continuous improvements of
this scheme. Ranganathan's efforts of continuous
revision of colon classification are listed in the

TASLIC Bulletin. 63, 4; 2018, December
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appendix which urge to look forward in stepping
further for revision and survival.

In the seventh chapter 'Classification and
Indexing India : A State-of-the-Art' the author
described the current state of classification theory
and practice. It is also proved here that influence
of Ranganathan on traditional classification is
relevant are seminal in designing database, expert
systems, multilingual knowledge representation,
web engineering and information architecture in
the 21st century. Even Prof G Bhattacharyya's
POPSI and Classaurus are also discussed in this
chapter establishing the relationship between
Classification and Indexing.

The eighth chapter 'Ranganathan and -
Classification : A Chronology 1924-972' gives a
structured chronology according to some epochs
of the life of Ranganatah. Posthumous events are
also given which will be helpful for readers. In the
ninth chapter 'His Impact and Continued
Relevance : What They Say', author has given
comments on Ranganathan's relevance made by
various personalities. Three aspects of
Ranganthan viz Ranganathan as a man, as a
scientist, and as a classificationist. are presented.
An author index and beautiful glossary have
added valueto this publication.

The typescript and printing quality are
good. The paper quality and binding have also
been maintained a standard. This book, an
important addition to the field of Library
Classification in particular, will add values to the
future librarianship. The cost of this book is
reasonable. I am unhesitant to mention that the
book is a significant attempt to carry forward the
Indian school of thoughts in library classification
and will fulfill the desires of readers.

Prof Pijushkanti Panigrahi,
University of Calcutta
panigrahipk @ yahoo.com
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n 1970, the Japanese roboticist
Masahiro Mori coined the term
‘uncanny valley’, hypothesising
an aesthetic revulsion towards
artificial objects that mimic human-
ity. In our time, it is questionable
how far such fine sentiments will
persist, for only a thin line sepa-
rates the -response of revulsion
from its opposite: reverence. Yet so-
mething enormously - significant
hangs in that balance; I think one’s
# grasp of humanity itself.

Now, a certain inarticulateness
and breathlessness are common to
both these kinds of responses.
Breathless, therefore, are those
marvelling phrases with which crit-

_ ics have greeted Half Gods, the de-

but volume by New Jersey-based
Akil Kumarasamy. And the reader
cannot miss them, because they
make up the entire length of the
back-jacket.. Let us pause to note:
the blurb, which was once a human
word meant to encourage, not dis-
place, the individual reader’s rela-
tionship with thq text, is here a
buzzing congregation, enforcing
upon the reader the membership of
a hive.

Conflicted heart
Obwously, there is no banal conspb
racy in this. The reverential reviews

- are in all sincerity. Nevertheless,
being giddy with adjectives, they
are perfectly suited to be so de-
ployed as to engineer more of the
same. So, the interesting question is
this: how came there to be such a
synchronicity between human res-
ponses to the text, and the machi-
nistic demands of pure marketing?
This perfect match suggests a deep
origin to Half Gods, a taproot that,
as we explore it, brings us near the
conflicted heart of modern human-
ity itself.

~—Half Gods consists, seemingly, of
short stories about various mem-
bers of a family that migrated from
Sri Lanka (at the onset of the civil
war) to New Jersey, and sometimes
their friends and acquaintances,

H |N"‘"cRCONNECTED STORIES

= Half Gods
Akil
Kumarasamy
HarperCollins
%499 -

lives. Most of this volume is set in
the U.S., some of it in Sri Lanka and
Tamil Nadu, but in any case the
writing is shot through with rever-
ies of episodes spanning times and
spaces.

As far as plot goes, here are some
of the things that happen: a young
boy idolises a street-smart peer and
develops a crush on his sister; that
boy’s mother has an affair with her
husband’s brother and gets a child
from him; that child, growing up in-
to a bisexual actor, ponders his rela-

tionship with his brother, and °

makes out with a girl he has come
across recently; the boys’ grand-
father goes to the beach and thinks
about the past; his old friend, an
entomologist, loses his son to the
Sri Lankan civil war; an Angolan
butcher is invited to a dinner with
the family, and feels pitied.

These are some of the things that
happen. And they are, indeed, the
‘stuff’ of life. But the uncanny val-
ley begins here, because all these in
themselves are no more ‘life’ than a
humanoid robot is human. The
overlap is intense, even marvellous,
but it is absolutely superficial. The
disjunct is a gaping void that has to
do with the heart of the things con-
cerned; th'e raison d'etre of people.

Cogs and wires

Here I speak with some revulsion,
and therefore briefly, but what I
perceive in Half Gods is not, in fact,
a book of stories about people, but
a piece of intricate machinery, com-
bining cogs and wires in ways that
the: observer can hardly map. The

s
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(fg Where people are really located, and what is really troubling or movmg
~ them seem of little interest to Kumarasamy. The great human realities of

war or death or marriage are also essentially ignored

times glimpsed at the level of the
sentences, whose form of ‘beauty’
conceals inhuman linkages: a mis-
sing son appearing in the same
breath as a chopped insect; a boy
described as twirling a girl’s hair
like “a bandage”; the violence of a
broken home rendered in loving,
musical notes.

But more obvious than these is
the bewildering disinterest in such
fundamentals of narrative as con-
text and crisis. This is exemplified
in the volume’s epigraph, “Man or
god or demon, let him in!,” which,
we are blithely told, is from “the
Mahabharata.”

The Mahabharata! Where from,
in the Mahabharata? Spoken by
whom? To whom? It doesn’t matter,
and in Half Gods such things never

really located, and what is really
troubling or moving them seem of
little interest to Kumarasamy. The
great human realities of war or
death or marriage are also essen-
tially ignored; instead, her concern
is taking all such things (‘let him
in!’) and gathering them together
into an elaborate network made up
of bits and pieces of emotions and
situations.

Mechanical unity

Of course, they can only be bits and
pieces, because the fullness of hu-
man attitudes is passionate, sur-
prising, and anathema to that me-
chanical unity which the. author
here covets. Not that a really hu-
man world lacks patterns and un-
ities. But in authentic storytelling,

and this is part of what makes for
the delight of reading and writing.

How, then, can so many be so de-
lighted with this volume? Yet is that
really surprising? Half Gods is cer-
tainly an extraordinary achieve-
ment, even an epochal one. Per-
haps never before in history could
such a work have been created, a
hurhanly conceived book-as-ma-
chine, properly intimidating in its
refusal to eéxplain itself, and feign-
mg to satisfy a profound human de-
sire, by making the stuff of our little
lives into something rich and
dense. Except, it does it in this way:
a bounden humanity enters at one
end and a sausage comes out at the
other.

The writer is the author, most recently, -

A Lonely Harvest and Trial by
Silence
« Perumal Murugan trs. Aniruddhan
§ Vasudevan

4 Penguin Random House
¥399 each ,
At the end of Perumal Murugan's
novel One Part Woman, readers are
i left ona cliffhanger as Kali and
Ponna's love for each other is torn to
shreds. What is going to happen next
to this couple? A Lonely Harvest is
one of the two sequels that pick up
the story where One Part Woman
ends — Ponna returns from the
temple festival to find that Kali has
 killed himself in despair. Devastated

= “% and haunted, Ponna must now learn

to face the world alone. In Trial by Silence, Kali is
determined to punish Ponna for what he believes is
an absolute betrayal. But Ponna is equally upset at
being forced to atone for something that was not her
fault. In the wake of the temple festival, both must
now confront new uncertainties that shat‘ter their
once idyllic life together.

Hunger’s Daughters

Nirmala Govindarajdn

Om Books International

%295

With a father p[esumed dead and a
mother gone missing, Susanthi
Bodra, from a forest village in
Qdisha, is compelled to become a
breadwinner at the age of 12. Eight-
year—old Nelh runs away from Kithapur, is kidnapped
and sold into a.brothel. Nainika Chandra, a journalist.
and the narrator in Hunger's Daughters, brings
together the stories of young breadwinners from the
forest hamlets of Jharkhand, Odisha and Karnataka.

Cut: The Death and Llfe ofa Theatre
Activist

Sreemoyee Piu Kundu

Bloomsbury

399
Set in a world of censorship and
stifling of dissent, Cut takes a

§8 posthumous look at the personal
and professional life of a theatre
artist. Would he be considered an 'urban naxal’ today
or remembered as a fearless hero who fought for
social change? Told through disparate voices, the
novel explores artistic mtegrlty and art as a platform
for social reform.

iy 8 The Three Secret Cities

MATTHE \\ Matthew Reilly

Orion/Hachette

%599

This new novel featuring Jack West

from the bestselling author Matthew

Reilly is set in a shadow world behind

A the real wortd. When Jack West, Jr.,
e 2 won the Great Games, he threw the

four legendary klngdoms into turmoil. A world with its

own h'story, rules and prlsons came mto being. Then

+



n the introduction to this collec-

tion, the editor Rakshanda Jalil
~says that: there. is a tendency
among male writers to “...present

women as black and white characters,
- often impossibly white or improbably |

black... such a monochromatic view
inevitably results in women being re-

.,duced to objects, of being taken to be.

‘things’ rather than ‘people.’” So she

wanted to.pick up the “thread of men .

seeing women as inhabitants of the

same world that they live,” which be- .
came the idea behind the compila-

tion. -

The anthology contains. 13 stories
about women from the perspective of '
male Writers. This can be seen asa:.
companion piece to Neither Night Nor -

Day, a collection of 13 short stories by
Pakistani women writers, edited by
Jalil, which looked at the various ways
in which women living in a patriar-
chal society viewed the lives of wo-

- men around them, | -

Dealing with desire

As promised, the women, 'in Preeto
«and Other Stories do not fall into the
familiar binaries of being black or
white but live up to the criterion of be-
ing “a combination of contraries.” Ho-
wever, in all the stories, the ‘female-

.Dess” of the main character is the

framework on which the narratives
are structured. Desire is a recurring
theme.

While only a few stories like ‘Pree-
to’, ‘Man’, ‘Wedding Night’ touch
upon the desires of women, many
others, like ‘Driftwood’, “The Unex-

pected Disaster’, ‘A Bit 0dd’, ‘The

Well of Serpents’, fShonali’, ‘Woman’,
focus on the desires of men and their

reactions to the women they come

across. )
‘Wedding Night’ is a fable-like story
by Ratan Singh that explores the de-

sires of both men and women and the |

follies committed in consequence.

In ‘Shonali’ by Faiyaz Riffat and
‘The Ash in the Fire’ by Abdus Samad,
We see women in the role of caregiv-
ers turning into objects of desire, In
the former, an ageing man directs his

- gaze without any qualms at the young -

)

“Here men see wormen as inhabitants of the same planet

- WBY FEHMIDA ZAKEER

B Preeto and
Other Stories
ed Rakhshanda
Jalil

Niyogi Books
T450

In ‘Asexual’; a young
woman rebuffs a
suitor because she has
nothing to offer him
except friendship,
which she knows is
not enough

girl who looks after him and his
house, while in the latter a young girl

‘has taken on a job of looking after an

invalid, who is a comatose but hand-
some young man. The writer ima-
gines what the girl must be feeling for

. the man in her care. In ‘The Unex-

pected Disaster’ by Hussainul Haque,
the wife of a despotic man who is laid
low by a stroke finds an admirer in the
younger - brother of the family’s
accountant.

Difficult decisions
The title story ‘Preeto’ is written by
one of the stalwarts of Urdu writing,
Krishan Chander. It revolves around a

' woman’s: tremendous fury, which

time has not managed to melt, and
the person who once had done her a
wrong realises this too late.

In Gulzar’s ‘Man’, we are shown

how a woman’s life is never her own ' -

and how her decisions can invite hos-
tility even from her own son. “No mat-
ter what a woman might do, she al-
ways has to offer an explanation to a
man. To a father, sometimes to a hus-
band, and sometimes to a son.”
Some of the stories look at the diffi-

cult decisions women often have to
‘make in life, In “The Heavy Stone’ by
Baig Ehsas, the unnamed protagonist

.~ has to opt for an abortion against her

wishes. She hears the unborn child

-calling out to her. But she must sum-
mon the strength to go ahead with the |
‘procedure and when she does, she

 takes a chilling decision. i
- Lack of desire is explored in Rah-

man Abbas’s story, ‘Asexual’. Here, a

young woman rebuffs a suitor be-

cause she has nothing to offer him ex-
cept friendship, which she instinctive-
ly knows is not enough for him.
Another story where desire is not the

leitmotif is ‘Awaiting the Zephyr’ by.

Syed Muhammed Ashraf, where the
focus is on the beauty and dignity of a
Woma; £ i LT ot :

Lush with descriptions and inter-

esting metaphors, each story in the -

collection attempts to look at different
facets of women. While the trope, of

male desire keeps coming back, some

of the stories go beyond this to offer a

refreshingly different view of women
« from a male perspective,

o~




here seems to be a tacit agreement
among memoirists of Delhi since the
19th century to suffuse their writing
with an impossible romance. From
petty Mughal officials to the foot-
loose travel writers of modern-day Delhi,
they all seem to agree with the poet Zauq
that dalliances with this city tend to be
chronic affairs. Mir, Ghalib, Sauda, Zahir
Dehlavi, Maheshwar Dayal, Ahmed Alj,
Intizaar Hussain are all enamoured
by an undefined nostalgia that
they continue to seek in their
city, which always seems
more glorious in its imme-
diate past than the present.
The four descriptions of
Delhi in Rana Safvi’s City of
My Heart are no different. The
first of these is from the famous
‘Deputy Nazir Ahmed’ of the The
Mirror of Beauty fame (translated from
the Urdu by S.R. Farooqui) published in
1934. The second is by Munshi Faizuddin
in 1885, a bureaucrat who had access to
the workings of the Mughal court before
*1857. Their mutual efforts to evoke a

CITY OF

MY HEART:
ACCOUNTS OF
LOVE, LOSS AND
BETRAYALIN
NINETEENTH -
CENTURY DELHI
by RANA SAFVI
Hachette India

© 3390: 288 pages

Endless Romance

sense of glory and loss make them read
like replicas of each other, suggesting that
the city did nothing but celebrate festivals
while Bahadur Shah was still the emperor.
The other two reminiscences are more
maudlin in tone. But only in mourning
the (fictional) utopian Delhi that’s been
lost. Begamaat ke Aansu recounts the
plights of various princes and princesses
from the Mughal court after the fall of
the empire, including a letter from
Bahadur Shah to the Prince of
Wales. But it is Qila-e-Mualla
ki Fhalkiyan, attributed to
a 16-year-old descendant of
Bahadur Shah, which is the
most interesting. The opu-
lence of the other accounts
can be tiring. But here the
romance is of a different hue—
rich with palace intrigues.

In her preface, Safvi sticks to the
scripted nostalgia written by her prede-
cessors. Sample this: ‘Life in Delhi had
an élan of its own and every day was a
celebration’. This, to describe a time when
the emperor of Hindustan was living off
a pension from the British and his sons
were deep in debt to the local halwai. If
anything, it was a time of profligacy. But
Shahjahanabad borrows its charms from
writers who have bestowed it with a utopi-
an aura. As a historic city, it is not unique
in this respect, and one can hardly blame
Safvi for following a tradition that is at
least two centuries old. =
~Farah Yameen
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/ BELOVED DELHI: A

MUGHAL CITY AND
HER GREATEST
POETS
by SAIF MAHMOOD
SPEAKING TIGER
384 pages; 3599

LOVE
AFFAIRS

Saif Mahmood'’s
Beloved Delhi:
A Mughal City

and Her Greatest

Poets is both an

evocative history

of the city in the
18th and 19th
centuryanda
compendium of
mini-biographies
of its greatest
Urdu poets,
including
translations of
their best ghazals
and analyses of
popular poetry
that still feature
in everyday
conversation
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STEPHEN
ING

BRIEF ANSWERS
7O THE
BIG QUESTlONS

BY SHOBHIT MAHAJAN

N March 14, 2018, Stephen
Hawking passed away. As the
most famous public figure in
science since Einstein, Hawk-
ing was not just an extraordi-
nary cosmologist—his decades
long fight against a debilitating disease
was a testament to his indomitable
spirit. Hawking also authored popular
books on science, appeared in televi-
sion series and a Hollywood film based
on his life had been released in 2014.

In this last, posthumous book, Haw-
king ponders over notjust the mysteries
of black hole radiation and space-time
singularities (the subjects of his path-
breaking research) but also attempts to
traverse a wider terrain of human
knowledge and experience. Hence the
‘Big’ in the title of this short book.

As Hawking says in the introductory
chapter, “Why we must ask the big
questions”, these are questions which
have intrigued humanity for millen-
nia—"Where dc we come from? How
did  the universe begin? What is the
meaning of it all?” Hawking has his own
list of ten big questions which he at-
tempts to answer here.

The questions range from eternal
ones like ‘Is there a God?’, ‘How did it all
begin?’, to specific ones which relate to
our modern view of the cosmos. Thus
we also have expositions on “What is
inside a black hole?”, “Can we predict
the future?”, “Is time travel possible?”
and “How do we shape our future?”
Hawking also ventures into more spec-
ulative ideas when he talks about “Will
we survive our earth?”, “Is there other
intelligent life in the universe”, “Should
we colonise space” and “Will Artificial
Intelligence outsmart us?”

Hawking was an atheist and thus exp-
ectedly, he uses science to answer
questions that lie around religion. For
him, God is the “embodiment of the
laws of nature”, though he himself adm-

books Siephen Hawking

Brief Answers to the Big Questions | Hacheffe | 256 pages | Rs 650

M-Theory In Two Nutshells

Existence, God, the future, time travel, survival on earth—some of the oldest, and
newest, queries are tackled here. Only a genius would attempt it with such concision.

its that is not what most people think of
as God. Religion, in his view, is based on

authority while science is based on obs-
ervation and reason. For him, scierce

will win because it works.

The question about the origin of the
universe can of course be answered
fairly satisfactorily through modern
cosmology. Here, in less than two dozen
pages, he gives abrief description of our
current understanding of this age-old
question. Explaining abstruse topics
ranging from the Information Paradox,
Quantum Gravity and M-theory to alay

GETTY IMAGES

| Hawking is too ambitious
in trying to simplify

) complex ideas from, say,
cosmology and quantam
mechanics. The reader is
thus deeply dissatisfied
with his explanations.

i

audience is difficult; to do it in so few
pages turns out to be too challenging
even for Hawking,

This tendency to condense vast
amounts of information and conceptual
knowledge into a few sentences marks
the book. Hawking is too ambitious in
trying to simplify extremely complex
concepts and ideas from cosmology,
quantum mechanics and even molecu-
lar biology in afew sentences and leaves
the reader more mystified and deeply
dissatisfied with the explanations.

" explore colonisation of space, which he

. skills, wisdom and self-confidence”,

Hawking was passionately concerned
about the future of the human race. The
environmental catastrophe, the limited
resources of the biosphere as well as the
dangers of nuclear war are issues grap-
pled with here. He views the current
crisis as a clarion call for humanity to

sees as the only way to preserve human-
ity in the long run. Interestingly, he has
a pretty pessimistic view of the human
race’s capacity to act rationally. “The
human race does not have a very good
record of intelligent behaviour” he rues.

The book is very readable, laced with
humour. For instance, when talking
about time, he refers to himself as some
sort of expert on time because of his
bestseller, The Brief History of Time.
However, in a subtle” dig at the
post-Trumpian atmosphere of distrust :
of experts, he is quick to add that “these
days, an expert is not necessarily a good
thing to be”!

It is clear that Hawking has pon-
dered over and thought deeply about
the questions asked. As his longtime
collaborator and friend, the Nobel
laureate Kip Thorne, says in the intro-
duction, “He did have the necessary

DA it it i s B s

[to tackle such big questions]. How-
ever, because of the limitations of
space and the expansive nature of the
subjects, his exposition of the issues is
less than satisfying,.

Hawking was a firm believer in the
power of science, rationality and reason.
But he was also fearful of a technologi-
cal dystopia which the current pace of
technological progress might bring
about. He sums up his discussion on
Artificial Intelligence with these words:

“Our future is a race between the grow-
ing power of our technology and the
wisdom with which we use it. Let’s
make sure that wisdom wins”. Coming
from one of the cleverest minds of our
times; these are prescient words which
we can ignore only at our own peril. @
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Shadows of the mind
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One of the most reahstlc deplctlons of depressmn 1n recent ﬁctlon

B BY ANUSUA MUKHERJEE &

n recent Indo-Anglian fiction, the

figure of the mother has under-

gone a change. From ‘a silent, at
. _A_times resentful, sufferer:of patriar-
chy, she has emerged as one who
. chooses to live life on her:own terms,
- even if that damages her family. One
recalls Gauri in Jhumpa Lahiri’s ‘The

Lowland, who walks out of the mesh of

mourning her life had become, aban-

doning her daughter. In Anuradha -

Roy’s All the Lives We Never Lived,
young Myshkin’s mother, Gayatri,
leaves him because she ‘must follow
the art she loves.

In Dark Circles, we meet yet another
difficult mother, Mala, who condemns
herself to trudge the lonely path of
atonement, leaving her-sons. to their
devices. Mala is selfish, no doubt, but
she is not judged and dismissed as
such. If her sons suffer the psychologi-

i = Dark Circles
" Udayan
Mukherjee
Bloomsbury
¥499

|
g

cal consequences of her act; they also,
inevitably, learn to cope.

The novel is centred on an affluent
Bengali family ‘settled in Delhi that
would have been just another happy
family if a tragedy in the form of the pa-
ter’s (Mala’s husband) suicide hadn’t
suddenly hurled it into the abyss.

* But even before that, the thwarted
ambitions, unfulfilled desires and frus-

‘trations of both parents had seethed
‘beneath the facade of the normal. The
protagonist Ronojoy, Mala’s son, takes '

Y> -~

the reader wnh th ashe digs into lus s

past, unravelling the skein of emotions -

. that led to the fatal event, followed by |

Mala’s desertion. The details are camp: "

Udayan Mukherjee’s skill lies not in the

way he constructs the circumstances *
but in the way he reveals the shadows :
of the mind. :

Dark  Circles has one of the most -

realistic depictions of depression in re-
cent fiction. Starting from physical ma-
nifestations, like the “overwhelming ti:
redness” that spreads over Ronojoy, it
gradually bleaches his days of colour,
leaving behind a wasteland.
Mukherjee doesn’t glamorise it, nor -
does he suggest any easy way out. The .
book ends with Ronojoy ‘still trapped
in the dark circle of aloneness that cir-
cumscribes each of his family mem-
bers: “Sometimes, his gaze would fall
on the small glass bottle on the bedside
table, full of the pills that tried to put .

him to sleep.” e
: =




'peakmg in poetry

A symb1051s between life’s brutlsh and sentl.mental 31des

N BY MIHIR BALANTRAPU

hlS is a weird book. Especxally
if you aren’t into. Seinfeld,
where the meticulous ‘Noth-
ing’ that binds a host of charac-
ters is at least garnished with a laught-

er track. A 600-page-long epic drama, )

Markus Zusak’s 13-years-in-the-works
novel Bridge of Clay gives itself a lot of
space to play itself out in, wrapped up
all over in metaphors of love, loss, and
stoicism. -

While the dust Jacket will tell you 1t s
about five hardy young-adult Austra-
lian brothers hardened by a shared life
of survivalist independence and unsu-
pervised self-sufficiency, you should
know that this is all dust-jackets are al-
lowed to reveal. Engagmg with the
Dunbars’ story, though, is bound to
unravel life-truths seldom written of
with such perspicacity.

Enigmatic Clay Dunbar’s Everest is

3

mmmmf U , " g{;gge Of‘

BR[Bﬁ Markus Zusak
b Doubleday
4l 599,
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to build a bridge to and for the father.

- who abandoned his children. ‘Good

thing he trains so hard.

The reality can seem frustratlngly
coy for an entire first half. Matthew,
the eldest Dunbar sibling and narrator,
knows that this is his book and will tell
it at his own pace, with a writing style
that’s cryptic and self-indulgent, often

erring on the side of wanton parataxis

. — his prose reeks of poetry foralong
while, until you realise that’s just how

v,

the author speaks about love and loss.
As it-progresses, ' the emotionally-

surcharged tale wants to bring out the

symbiosis between life’s brutish and -

* sentimental sides. Within the drowsy

earthiness of ‘its' Australian Outback

- setting and the de facto effervescence

of its contents lie several displays of
courage beyond one’s means; when
the narrator uses a disinterred typew-
riter to tell his tale and the exhumation
comprises the cold opener, you know
this is going to be a horribly layered
story. «

When you're asked to review a work
of art, you're ob]iged to evaluate it on

' parameters it isn’t obliged to fulfil. This

book, for however. long you can per-
severe with it, lets you experience the

cliché about life being art and art being
life. And all the stuff in betWeen proba-

bly will never matter.
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Satyajit Sarna
\ Profane | HarperCollins
| 104 pages | Rs 299

Jhilmil Breckenridge

Reclamation Song | Red River
| 98 pages | RS 300

JHIEMIL

BRECKRNRIDGT,

{

Sarabjeef Garcha
A Clock in the Far Past |

Dhauli Books | 66 pages
| Rs 250

In Psyche The Faithful Trust

It's a bleak time for Indian English poetry. These three fine talents dispel the gloom somewhat.

BY SUDEEP SEN

# HE English poetry scene in
India is going through an
unprecedented churn. Many
small publishers are cropping
up (most dying out after a few
titles). Some younger poets
have formed ‘collectives’, publishing
each other’s books in their ‘closed
group’ and then ceasing. Short-term
egotistical enterprises like this is an
unhealthy trend, not conducive to
openness. Even though more people
are writing poetry, not enough read
or buy it. The level of intellectual
criticism is at an all time low—con-
versations reduced to gossip and
slander—a mass of banality, lacking
cerebral gravitas. Amid all odds, inde-
pendent publishers who soldier on
include Poetrywala, Copper Coin,
Red River and Dhauli Books. These
presses, led by committed poet-activ-
ists, believe in the written word
through an unbiased eye, a rarity in
these dark times. .

Satyajit Sarna’s Profane, his first book
of poetry, shows the microcosmic care

and concern he has for language. His -

lines are tightly wrought, content well
managed, and the unfolding narrative
convincing. Yet, he maintains a high
level of lyricism. Take the first stanza of
Moonlake: “You slip out of the tent first.
/Like a moth I follow you /out, into the
chinawhite, /mountainbones, bleached
by starlight, /pearls underfoot, hearts
skidding.” There is maturity too, as in
Door: “I am not so blinded by lust, /as I
once was, .... /... Now I hesitate, a mom-
ent of balance /between the first unveil-
ing, /and the fitting pitch of the dance.”
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Scorching comment on national poli-
tics is imbued with sharply subtle irony
in National Anthem: “We will die of this:
/Standing when told, sitting in relief, /
while our guardians kneel to kiss /the
hem of each passing belief. //
Remember: /Freedom will not clutch /
at the robes of her servants. /Death
himself cannot touch /true disobedi-
ence.” Profaneis a highly assured debut
volume, and I expect fine things from
this young writer.

Jhilmil Breckenridge’s debut collec-
tion, Reclamation Song, is a highly illus-
trated book—the poet’s own art/
graphics liberally adorning the inside
pages and cover. Her work in mental
health and gender justly colours her
poetryin away thatis not garishly overt
but oblique. A good example is Sita.
Savour the opening three stanzas:

“There were many names for me /Wife,
Mother of Four Sons, Girlfriend //But
forgetting is another way /of surviving
and thriving //And so amnesia, I know
youwell /as I create new identities.”

Ekphrastic, based on Mara Rucki’s art
Spleen (1949), is a fine poem and a good
example of its form: “It is the mother
whose breasts leak milk /but her child
is gone //It is the life left in a dragonfly
/whose wings are broken //It is the

That Garcha uses his
multilingual talents is not
the sole point; what is
admirable is the way he
moves in and out of these
diverse language registers
and cadences with ease.

"these diverse language registers, cads

oldness in a boy’s eyes /after innocence
islost//... //Itis the ennuiin yourlimbs
/when awave of depression strikes // It
has many names, take your pick /
Despair, Grief, Sorrow, what’s your
choice?” The repetitive use of the “it is”
phrase sets up a chanting rhythm, push-
ingthenarrative’sintentinaconvincing
manner of therapy. In_ Reclamation
Song, the poet not only reclaims her and
humanity’s past, but also leaves the
door ajar for future hope to stream in.
In so many ways—despite the embed-
ded pain, despair and:darkness that
engulfs our society—itis a positive, sane,
open-minded book. :
“A temple town tempts a pilgrim /into
pawing its filigreed alcoves /in summe
proper //the visiting dharma nerd’
head /becomes abattlefield for the bli
‘n’ flip / of conflictual customs” open
Sarabjeet Garcha’s fine poem, The Bel
ever. A Clock in the Far Past is Garcha’
fourth book of poetry (including one i
Hindji), apart from two books of transl
tions from Hindi and Marathi. That
poet uses his multilingual talents is no
even in question. Instead, what is
rable is the way he moves in and o

nces and textures with ease.

There is quiet wisdom and acceptan
in his poetry: “How can we blame
sun for erasures /we engineered
selves? //We surrendered, /but did
admit /we were lost.” (Muted by M
ples). In Sarabjeet Garcha’s poetry,
metaphors are urgent, phrase-maki
taut, tonality rhythmically sound,
similes that ring with “tantalising am
ivalence”. A Clock in the Far Past
very fine volume, one that is equallyw
designed and modest in presentation.
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hose looking for a happy ending in this
391 page novel will be disappointed.
So, too, will those looking for mischief
and banter and flavourful idiomatic
conversations in the begumati zubaan,
alalsmat Chughtai. The Women'’s
Courtyardoffers an unrelentingly
bleak portrayal of poverty, depriva-
tion and the needless cruelties of time
and circumstance. However, there is
plenty here for those interested in a
nuanced reading of patriarchy. The
novel shows how the idea of romance
and marriage overwhelms young girls
to the exclusion of all else and, eventu-
ally, stunts their growth as well as how
women sometimes uphold patriarchy
in their cruelty to other women and
their insistence on keeping the class
and caste barriers intact. For that
reason, Daisy Rockwell'simmaculate
translation of Khadija Mastur's Aangan
is welcome not only for bringing the
work to English readers, but also as a
feminist tract that questions love, mar-
riage and the need for happy endings.
Known as the Bronte Sisters of
Udu, Khadija Mastur and her sister,
Hajra Masrur, were involved in the
powerful literary grouping known as
the Progressive Writers' Movement
firstin Bombay and later when they
moved to Pakistan. Both chose to
write socially engaged, purposive
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fiction rather than the romantic,
‘domesticated’ fiction that had been
popularised by women writers of the
previous generation. Having lost her
father at a young age and lived a life
of genteel poverty till she could earn
aliving from her own pen, Khadija is
able to evoke the life of the financially
ruined Muslim middle-class torn apart
by family intrigue and
conflicting loyalties.
While nearly all the
actionin The Women's
Courtyardtakes place
inside the home, itis not
ahermetically sealed
world. It depicts the

Daisy Rockwell's
translation of
Khadija Mastur's
bleak novel offers

THE WOMEN'S
COURTYARD

by KHADIJA MASTUR
Translated by DAISY
ROCKWELL
PENGUIN CLASSICS
3499; 391 pages

claustrophobic world of the zenana
through neighbourhood gossip, news-
papers and male relatives.
Unlike other Partition stories, there
are no gruesome depictions of rape,
abduction, riots. Instead, migration
from her enclosed oppressive home
inacity somewhere in Uttar Pradesh
brings emotional, financial and intel-
lectual independence
and a coming of age for
Aliya. While there is loss
and loneliness with the
breaking of ties ‘back
home), the new life

. marks abreak from an
old order that thrived on

tumultuous era of great . subjugation, cruelty and
social and political d nuanced readmg segregation. However
upheaval in India. News Of pa[narchy bleak the immediaFe

of the Jallianwala Bagh future might be, Aliya
massacre, fq'od ;P.\or.t— e | has the freedom to
ages, Gandhi's civil dis- make her own choices
obedience movement, and turn her face away

rampant unemployment, growing
hatred for British rule, horrific jail sen-
tences for those who refuse to serve
the colonial interests, the importance
of education in middle-class homes,
of families being split down the middle
due to political differences, young men
going off to enlist in the world war and
the eventual uprooting brought about
by migration, and more filters into the

from love and marriage. It was left to
successive generations of women
writers to walk the fine line between
tradition and modernity, domesticity
and worldly success, individuality and
multiple role-playing to reach a space
Where the twain can meet. In Khadija -
Mastur's world, regrettably, it can be :
one or the other, m ;
—Rakhshanda Jalil
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Evaluating Post-Sachar Interventions
and the Status of Muslims in India

SAUMYA UMA

n the context of ‘the threat to the
Constitution and its core values, and

BOOK REVIEWS

a gradual exclusion of marginalised_~nstitutionalizing Constitutional Rights:

and minority communities from social
justice interventions, both through patent
and latent means, Abusaleh Shariff’s
book—which evaluates the impact of
initiatives taken in the post-Sachar Com-
mittee context—is like a whiff of fresh air.
For long, we have had a common know-
ledge that most pro-minority programmes
and interventions by central and state
governments have only served the pur-
pose of a “feel-good” effect on paper.
This book discusses why, how and to what
extent the implementation has failed,
and what can be done to address and
redress the issue, so that constitutional
rights of religious minorities can be
institutionalised.

The Sachar Committee report, re-
leased in 2006, was significant in its study
of the socio-economic and educational
status of Muslims—the largest religious
minority community in India. The report
was followed by immense public discourse
and some efforts by the central govern-
ment to address and redress aspects of
Muslim deprivation, particularly through
the Prime Minister’s New 15 Point Pro-
gramme for the Welfare of Minorities, in
2009. By 2012, there were calls for revi-
sion of the programme and increased
accountability around expenditures and
incomes. As the book points out, under
the, new 15 Point Programme, a unique
provision was made for scholarships to mi-
nority students at the elementary and
higher levels of education across all
parts of the country. It was subsequently
found that this scheme did not operate in
West Bengal, Assam, Bihar, Jharkhand
and Gujarat, that is, the states that have
a sizeable presence of Muslims. This is an
illustrative example of the dire need for
evaluation of the implementation and
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Post-Sachar Committee Scenario by
Abusaleh Shariff, New Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2016;
Dp XXix +485,%1,195.

‘impact of all such beneficial schemes,
to ensure that they bring a positive
difference to the lives of the stake-
holders who are intended to benefit
from the same. ‘
The Sachar Committee report recom-
mended the creation of an autonomous
assessment and monitoring authority.
This body was intended to engage in con-
tinuous monitoring and evaluation of
the extent to which the benefits reached
the intended beneficiaries under the
myriad policies, programmes and schemes
launched by the central and state govern-
ments in pursuance of the report recom-
mendations. A failed attempt at establish-
ing a committee to conduct the evaluation
in 2013 by the United Progressive Alliance
(ura) government, coupled with the dis-
interest of the subsequent government
in undertaking such an evaluation, left

- a looming gap in documenting, analys-

ing and evaluating the implementation
and impact of post-Sachar policies by
the central and state governments. This
is the gap in the pool of information
available in the public domain at present
that the book attempts to address. And
it does so with immense conviction, amply
substantiated by factual data. In the
author’s own words, the book is the result
of “the author’s response to the govern-
ment’s refusal to document, analyse
and publicise the impact of post-Sachar
policies and their associated national and
state-government programmes” (pp 3—4).
That it has managed to do so without
the benefit of highly skilled human
resources and privileged access to data
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that had been provided by the Indian
government for the Sachar Committee
report, is a feather in its cap.

The book is divided into two parts. The
first part focuses on the demographics of
education, economy, employment, social
structure, diversity and the significance
of the Human Development Index (1DI)
as a tool for monitoring equal opportu-
nity. The second part of the book criti-
cally analyses inclusive policies and
programmes initiated by the Ministry of
Minority Affairs (MMa), development
credit and financial inclusion, special
purpose programmes and public institu-
tions favouring minorities, a case study of
inclusive development of Gujarat, and
finally, recommendations for equitable

social and economic development in India.

Minority Programmes

Of immense importance is a chapter that
critically analyses the programmes laun-
ched by the Mma. The chapter argues that
since the Sachar Committee recommenda-
tions were broad and all-encompassing,
an effective implementation would have
warranted its incorporation into the pro-
grammes of various line ministries such
as human resource development, labour,
finance, social welfare, industries and
panchayati raj. Instead the ura-11 govern-
ment established the mma, and imple-
mentation took place through this single
ministry. Whether it was lack of imagi-
nation, zeal, commitment, or all of these,
which restricted the implementation to
a single ministry, is anybody’s guess.
The relevant line ministries manage
large amounts of budgetary allocations
in relation to their functional areas,
and are mandated to ensure equity and
equal access to all. Then, the author
rightly asks, is it not logical that the
implementation would have been more
effective and impactful if the line minis-
tries were involved?

The chapter discusses the Prime Min-
ister’s revamped 15 Point Programme for
the Welfare of Minorities, which includes
a focus on enhancing opportunities for
education, employment, improving living
conditions, and prevention and control
of communal riots. It analyses elaborately
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on the first two aspects. Substantiated
by ample data and analysis, the chapter
has several findings, including that the
availability of formal credit to Muslims
is meagre; scholarship schemes sanctioned
are much lower than the total applicants,
the amount offered to students from reli-
gious minorities are not on par with the
amount disbursed to Scheduled Castes
and Scheduled Tribes, a considerable
delay in disbursements exists, and shock-
ingly, that the scholarship money is
being siphoned off.
The chapter on critical analysis of the
programmes of the MMA makes only a
cursory reference to prevention and con-
trol of communal riots, an important
aspect of the new 15 Point Programme.
However, this aspect is discussed further
in the final chapter of the book, where it
gives recommendations for institution-
building. While it is true that there have
been no major instances of communal
violence in recent times other than in
Muzaffarnagar in 2013, states such as
Gujarat, Karnataka, Madhya Pradesh,
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh have
faced low-level targeted violence, often
involving acts of commission or omission
by state authorities. The Communal Vio-
lence (Prevention, Control and Rehabil-
itation of Victims) Bill, initially drafted
in 2005, underwent several modifications
subsequently. The upa-11 government,
through the National Advisory Council
(NnAc), established a working group on
communal violence, comprising members
from the bureaucracy and civil society,
culminating in the Prevention of Com-
munal and Targeted Violence (Access to
Justice and Reparations) Bill, 2011, which
too, had serious concerns. As a member of
the Advisory Committee of NAC's working
group, I recall that a bone of contention
in both the drafts was in making public
servants accountable and dispensing
with prior sanction from the govern-
ment for prosecution of errant govern-
ment officials. Reflecting this key con-
cern, the author observes as follows:
Although it is clear that a specific bill to
address communal violence is the need of the
hour, whether (the) current draft will see the
light of the day and get translated into reality
is debatable. Any new bill or progressive

piece of legislation will have to be executed
by the same government, institutions and

bureaucratic machinery, including the po-
lice, who resist penalties and try to remain
above the law. (p 361)

The author points to the essential

nature of the proposed law for reinstat-
ing the trust of the minorities in the gov-
ernment, and to empower the commu-
nity for justice and reparation. Given the
fact that effective prosecutions of perpe-
trators could act as a deterrent and
prevent communal violence in future on
one hand, and restore the faith of the
minorities in the system of justice on the
other, the discussion on the topic is
pertinent and timely.

Public Institutions

A chapter that would be of interest to
many is that which reviews the func-
tioning of important public institutions
favouring minorities, namely the National
Minorities Development and Finance
Corporation (NnmMprc) and the National
Commission for Minorities (NcM). Sub-
stantiated by credible data, the author,
in his critical review of the NMDFc,
points out that it has extremely low allo-
cations, turnover and coverage, and that
the total flow of credits from the NMDFC
is negligible. This is compounded by func-
tional and administrative constraints such
as lack of accessibility to the public,
absence of functional autonomy and the
non-existence of an outreach programme.
The author concludes that in their pre-
sent form, neither the national nor state
corporations have the potential to address
these issues, and recommends that they
be closed down, and as a viable alterna-
tive, their programmes be transferred to
public sector banks.

On the Ncw, the author highlights that
the annual reports that have been regu-
larly submitted by it to Parliament never
get discussed; an indication of the lack-
lustre concern for and commitment to
minority rights by the highest lawmaking
body. The Ncm has an explicit mandate
of evaluating the development of minor-
ities; yet senior officials of the ncMm are
unwilling to undertake the monitoring and
evaluation of government programmes
for minorities, as they are convinced it is

not within their mandate. The author
rightly questions how the ncm’s mandate
can truly be fulfilled without such an

DECEMBER 1, 2018 VOL LIII NO 47

hunger, human development and so

evaluation. The NcM lacks funding as well
as political autonomy, which is expected
for it to function as an independent
statutory body, the author opines.

Some recommendations to increase the
efficiency of the NcM are made as tempo-
rary measures, including conferment of
constitutional status to the Ncm and vest-
ing of powers of inquiry on par with other
national commissions. In the long run,
the author favours the establishment of an
independent Equal Opportunity Com-
mission (Eoc), which would be open to
access to all communities of India, due
to the non-efficient functioning of special
purpose institutions such as the NMDFC
and the Ncm. However, a question that
remains in creating a new institution
such as the Eoc, particularly in the pre-
sent political context, is whether the insti-
tution would be allowed to have political
commitment to minorities, functional
autonomy and financial independence.

‘Inclusive Development’

This book review would be incomplete i
it does not make a mention of the chapte
that analyses Gujarat as a case study fo:
inclusive development. Given the hyp
created by the Gujarat model of develop
ment, and its promotion as a benchmar]
for good governance, a rational analysi
of the same through the lens of the Muslim.
minority community, substantiated by
facts and figures, is an imperative. In terms
of per capita net state domestic product -
(pcNsDP), which is used to measure e
nomic prosperity among communities
the state level, Gujarat has remain
one of the top 10 states for a long tin
However, the chapter delves into inves
gating the state performance throu
qualitative indicators such as pov

equity, and finds deep-rooted poverty
stark income inequality among Gujar;
lower castes and Muslims in comp
to other communities. The chapte
cludes that Muslims in Gujarat fare pa
on the parameters of poverty, hu
education and vulnerability o1
issues, and are facing hig
discrimination and deprivatio
There are three limitati
study, as highlighted by
the rural-urban differen
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gender differentials are sharp, and are
imperative to understand the depth of
deprivation and exclusion of communi-
ties, yet, these differentials could not be
analysed due to want of time and re-
sources. Additionally, the intra- and inter-
community differentials among Muslims
also warrants analysis, but could not be
undertaken due to compulsions of empiri-
cal and technical standards.

While all three differentials are' of
Immense importance, there is a particular
need to analyse the impact of post-
Sachar policies, programmes and schemes
from the perspective of Muslim women’s
empowerment. Gender issues among
the Muslim community are often con-
fined to discourse around the practices
of triple talaq, polygamy and halala.
Scarce attention has been paid to evaluat-
ing the impact of post-Sachar initiatives
on Muslim women’s status vis-a-vis
education, "employment, health and

nutrition, housing and sanitation, polit-
ical participation, and a general enjoy-
ment of citizenship rights over and
above issues pertaining to Muslim fam-
ily law. It is hoped that the present study
will pave the way for future research in
this arena.

Conclusions

Twelve years after the release of the
Sachar Committee report, there are yet
no indications of improvement in the
‘'socio-economic status of the Muslim
community. If anything, there has been
increased deprivation, discrimination
and exclusion of the community from
mainstream development. The Muslim
community in India today faces threat to
life and liberty, and extreme insecurity,
going by a high incidence of targeted
lynchings of members of the community
in the name of cow protection. This is in
addition to the vulnerability to false or

Neo-liberal Transformations and
the Challenges of Governing India

MITHILESH KUMAR JHA

he book Neo-liberal Strategies o

Governing India is a timely inter

vention by Ranabir Samaddar t
understand governing practices in India
in its most recent neo-liberal phase. This
book is a companion volume to an earlier
work, Ideas and Frameworks of Govern-
ing India, by the same author (Jha 2017).
Together, these two volumes critically
explore the politics and practices of
governance in a postcolonial society.
Samaddar’s analysis of these practices
combines “political and ideological as-
pects” of governance with “technological
characteristics” and examines it “in a
historical framework.” While critically
analysing ideas, frameworks and strate-
gies of governing India, its inner tensions
and challenges, Samaddar is equally
interested in examining the evolutions
of newer categories and subjecthoods
as a result of such governing practices.
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Neo-liberal Strategies of Governing India
by Ranabir Samaddar, Delhi: Routledge India, 2016;
PP Xviii + 334, 1,095.

This makes his analysis of the “contem-
porary history of Indian democracy”
unique and also very interesting. This
volume deals with some of the most
dramatic decades of Indian democracy
that have witnessed the weakening of
democratic institutions as well as domi-
nation of the market and capital over state
and society. There are a series of ideologi-
cal and political churnings underway in
contemporary India. Social and political
movements of various kinds often chal-
lenge the “official” narrative of politics
and governing practices that make the
business of democracy and governance
a messy affair. However, contrary to many
pessimistic arguments about the possibi-
lities of social transformations in terms
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trumped-up criminal charges of terror-

ism leading to prolonged incarceration

without bail. Those affected are mostly

impoverished members of the community.
Civil and political rights go hand in

hand with social, economic and cultural

rights, and mutually reinforce each

other. An effective implementation of
the Sachar Committee recommendations

could have resulted in socio-economic
empowerment of Muslims, and reduced
their vulnerability to such attacks. Shariff’s
book, through its various recommenda-
tions, indicates the path towards insti-
tutionalising their constitutional rights.
As a counter to the current majoritarian
assertion of secondary citizenship to
religious minorities, the importance of
this book cannot be overstated.

Saumya Uma (saumya@aud.ac.in) teaches
at the School of Law, Governance and
Citizenship, Ambedkar University, Delhi.

of empowerment of the marginalised or
excluded, Samaddar continues to believe
in and highlights the “hope for a politics
of radical democracy.”

He has two major premises for his
analysis of neo-liberal governance in
India: first, “mutually constitutive rela-
tionship between the rulers and the ruled,
based on norms, rules, rights and popu-
lar claims;” and second, “governance as
a strategy of creating conditions of” and
providing the “institutional matrix” (p viii)
for accumulation. This book is divided
into three parts. In Part 1, there are four
chapters which are not necessarily inter-
connected, discussing diverse issues.
Examining these issues, he discusses the
questions of rights and development, and
assesses how they have become the sites
of neo-liberal governance. Part 11 consists
of four fascinating chapters on how
various modes of governing practices
strengthen the hand of the market through
the state that ensures the accumulation
of wealth and natural resources. He also
examines how this has an impact on the
society and the state at large, and the
status of labour in particular. In Part 11,
he revisits some of the theoretical ques-
tions and conceptual frameworks on
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‘ Why the Emergency cannot be adequately understood wnhout

onths

g

b

situating it in the context of modern India’s past and present .

MIN I KAPOOR

id the prompt, clever and, in
Dthe circumstances, brave obi-

tuary writer get'the date
wrong by a day? As historian Gyan
Prakash recounts 'in Emergency
Chronicles, this notice appeared in
the June 28, 1975, edition of The

‘Times of India: “D’Ocracy ~ D.E.M.
- beloved husband of T. Ruth, loving ' '
-+ father of L.I. Bertie,” brother of

Faith, Hope, andJustlcm, explred on
26thJune & f
" ‘Because'it was before the mid-

" night hour, on June 25, that the Pre-

sident ' of India, 'Fakhruddin Ali
Ahmed, had signed a proclamation
of Emergency, on the recommenda-
tion of Prime Minister Indira Gand-

* hi, that “a grave emergency exists
_ whereby 'the security of India is

threatened by internal dlsturbanc-
es ” A

But in this seminal and vivid in-
quiry, it is not the date of that notice
that' Prakash questions. The ques-
tion that' animates this' book is, to
align it to the phrasing of the classi-
fied, how dead was democracy dur-
ing the 21-month-long Emergency?

The proclamation had after all been

sought and signed, lawfully, under
Article 352(1) of the Constitution of
India.

State of ferment :
The sense of forebodmg that so-
mething had to give had been in the

s ,air for long. Over the past year'and a
half, student unrest in Gujarat and"

Bihar had been channelised by Jaya-
prakash Narayan as first a' politics-
free revolution to reboot the system,
and' subsequently as the staging

¢ ground to unite opposltlon parties,

from the Communist Party of India
(Marxist) to the Lohiaites to the Jan
Sangh, for .a very'political battle
against the ruling Congress, seek-

_ing, for instance, the dissolution of
" the Bihar: Assembly. Inflation had

been running high, with successive
droughts in the early 1970s. Mrs.
Gandhi had already made her left:

- ward shift, having won the 1971 gen-

eral election on the “garibi hatao
(remove poverty)” call, and was
struggling to calm the ferment on
the street, and in the process pulling

‘decision-making to the Prime Minis-
ter’s Residence, with a greater role

played by her younger son, Sanjay.

carious turn when on June 12, 1975,

the Allahabad High Court set aside '
her election to Parliament on
" grounds of corrupt electoral practic- -
es — it barred her from contesting |
*for another six years. OnJune 24 she

obtained a stay from the Supreme
Court, but with the caveat that she

‘could not vote in the House or draw

hae anlasmran e AN 31 Adale a2l oo

(chntggingaltﬂe :A historian argues that Indira Gandhi made a leftw'ard‘shlft

after winning the 1971 election, but matters took a precarious turnin 1975

3 ﬂEmergency Chronicles: Indlra

Gandhi and Democracy's
Turning Point

Gyan Prakash -
Penguin/ Hamish Hamllton
ﬂBQB

hi's Ram Lila Grounds, repeatmg
Hindi poet Ramdhari Singh Dinkar’s

- words, “Vacate the throne, for the

people are coming,” and exhorting

“the police and armed forces to re-
fuse to obey unconsntutlonal or-

dersy
But on the night of June 25, Pra-
kash recaps, the President’s consul-

“tation on the request for the procla-

mation centred on the letter of the

. Constitution, not the politics swir- -

 ling around it. “This late-night con-
cern for constitutional proprlety is "
revealing,” he writes. “...This is be- ,
cause Article 352(1) of the constitu- -

 tion itself had left the judgment of
the necessity for the Emergency

outside law.” : ‘
This is at the heart of Prakash’s
thesis: that we err in ‘sequestering’

the Emergency in post- Indepen-'f

dence history, instead of seeing how

‘the repressive Emergency reglme
. situated itself amid the provmons of
Matters had taken a yet more pre-

the Constitution.
He asks us to examine the debates
of the Constituent Assembly, with

* Jawaharlal Nehru, Sardar Patel and
B.R. Ambedkar lending their weight
to the creation of a strong Centre.

The task of integration of princely
states, the backdrop of the dlsrup-

tions of World War II, Partition vio-
lence and rehablhtatlon of refugees, .

i SR AN B,

-when the Allahabad High Court barred her from contesting polls. =PIB

26th of January 1950, weare going to

enter into a life of contradictions. In
politics we will have equality and in

“ social and economic life we. will

have inequality.” In the end, the
Constitution was ‘a fine balance’,
with Fundamental Rights and civil
liberties balanced with “laws of ex-

ception” to keep otder and enable '

social transformation.

Dystopic detail

Yet, even as the Emergency drew
from this constitutional scheme, the
administrative effect was,. Writi
Prakash, “something more insi-
dious”: “Suspended laws let loose
shadow powers and shadow laws.”
Prakash recaps the' Emergency

reign, from the midnight swoops to

detain’ opposition leaders to com-
petitive targets of the family plan-

ning programme and the demoli- -

tions in Delhi’s beautification drive
that are familiar in accounts of the
Emergency. But the arbitrariness

‘that this shadowy phase allowed is

caught most strikingly in all its dys-

topic detail in the arrest of a student

of Jawaharlal Nehru Umversxty, Pra-
bir Purkayastha, in September 1975
on mistaken identity.

history, and along with the young
man’s story, Prakash weaves in cine-
ma, novels, urban planning, law-
making, political biographies of be-
fore and after the Emergency to lo-

‘cate these 21 months'in the longer

story of the nation.
In doing so, Prakash pulls the nar-
rative to.the current-day Hindutva

mobilisation and Prime Minister Na-
- rendra Modi’s centralised rule, and

says that “the Emergency enjoys an

- afterlife”: “The social and political

crises that it unsuccessfully sought
to resolve with shadow laws and

 authority gave rise to fresh challeng-

es. Backward-caste politics, Hindut-
va and market

Nothing in Emergency Chronicles
' is unconnected to the larger drift of

hberahzatlon :
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Books

THE DISOBEDIENT INDIAN: Towards a
Gandhian Philosophy of Dissent by Ramin
Jahanbegloo. Speaking Tiger, New Delhi, 2018.

IN November 1936 Basil Mathews asked M.K. Gan-
dhi, ‘where do you find the seat of authority?’ Gandhi
pointed to his breast, probably to the very same
spot through which one of the bullets entered and
lodged itself in his body, and replied, ‘It lies here. I
exercise my judgement about every scripture, includ-
ing the Gita.” Gandhi was only pointing to what Socra-
tes called his daimon/daemon, his inner voice. If the
inner voice or the conscience is the source of authority,
it is the source of all judgement of truth, if it is the
measure of things then disobedience of what is repug-
nant to it becomes not only an imperative but that
capacity defines such an individual, the very idea of
human vocation.

Ramin Jahanbegloo’s meditation on the possibi-
lity and the need for dissent is premised on the human
capacity to distinguish between truth and lie, between
virtue and evil, between that which affirms life and that
which while seeming to preserve life and order destroys
the very purpose ofit.

Ramin Jahanbegloo is no stranger to dissent, to
disobedience and the freedomthatitaccords even while,
or perhaps only in captivity. Marshalling allies from
Socrates to Heidegger, via Thoreau and Albert Camus,
he brings us to Gandhi to ask a question: why do we dis-
obey? In seeming to answer this question he poses a
more basic question. What is it that we obey in the
act of disobedience? And our answer to this question
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would, he suggests, defines for us the realm of politics
and itsrelationship to human action.

There are many possible answers to this ques-
tion. One could be that we obey God. This requires us
to believe that God can and will save us. But if we do
not have faith in divine intervention to save us, the act
of obedience would have to take a more secular, this
worldly, form. And this we believe is the realm of the
political, a realm that asserts that human beings are
integral to common life and can and have to realize
their freedom through common life. And this common
project could be that of human autonomy. Ramin
Jahanbegloo suggests that if our obedience is to the com-
mon life attained through autonomy then we are duty
bound to challenge and defeat the ‘twin corruptions to
democracy: Imposed conformism and normalized
complacency’ (p.43). The challenge to the corruptions
of democracy for him is posed through moral capital,
not just ethical behaviour but our capacity to wrestle
with the place of violence ina challenge to political evil.
This wrestling enables us to discover our own nature
as humans and the nature of the world that we inhabit.
This discovery is what Gandhi called swaraj, as both
self-recognition and self-rule. Such disobedience cre-
ates the possibility of swaraj.

If that were the only concern of the book, we
could have perhaps dispensed with reading it. But the
book proceeds to question the primacy of the realm of
the political. This he does by opening up the idea of
solidarity, solidarity as ‘areciprocated sense of empa-
thy and a consciousness in the commitments of others
to shared purposes’ (p. 57). By bringing the concern of




the political from organization of order, from the ques-
tion of power to the possibility of acting and living in
solidarity, in ethical awareness of the limits to power,
we create a ground for collectively, for common cause
that is not rooted in an exercise of self-interest to the
exclusion of all others. Ethical awareness of common
cause allows us to fightall forms of inequities —of gen-
der, wealth, colour, of Empire and slavery. It creates a
public realm of which all of us are trustees. In this sense
an act of disobedience becomes an act of trusteeship.

This brings us to Gandhi, who Jahanbegloo calls
a ‘disobedientmind’. He knows that for Gandhi the act
of dissent is not an act of wilfulness, but one of deep
obedience, obedience to non-violence which alone can
create the fabric of freedom through solidarity, empa-
thy and a quest for freedom through common cause.
He knows that for disobedience to create freedom it
requires a delicately tuned breast that recognizes the
distinction between the voice of Rama and that of
Ravana.

Ramin Jahanbegloo alerts us that disobedience
is an act of trusteeship. As trusteeship each individual
act of disobedience — even while seeming to fail in
face of the world which is After Virtue to use Alasdair
Macintyre’s phrase —expands the scope of trusteeship,
both as trust, as solidarity, as empathy and as common
cause. These philosophical meditations are a primerand
primary for all those perturbed by the authority of the
lie in ourtimes.

Tridip Suhrud
Professor and Director Archives,
CEPT University, Ahmedabad

~ ASHIS NANDY: A Life in Dissent edited by Ramin
Jahanbegloo and Ananya Vajpeyi. Oxford Univer-
sity Press, Delhi, 2018.

THIS is a difficult volume to review, not only because
of the sheer number of essayists who celebrate the
polymath Ashis Nandy on his eightieth birthday, butalso
because of the diversity of themes they engage with.
Some ofthese essays offer personal tributes to Ashisda
asheisknown. Amitav Ghosh authors a short story for
the birthday boy, and Aseem Shrivastava speculates on
adialogue that might perchance occur if Rabindranath
Tagore were to visit us today. Shiv Visvanathan contri-
butes a short piece on the pleasures of walking, and
T.M. Krishna writes on the aesthetics of classical music.

Almost all the contributors agree that Nandy’s
ideasinhabita space between the demise of verities and

/’Qj

areturn of the age of doubt. And all express fulsome
admiratign for a man who has inspired imaginative
explorations of the malaise of the present. Reading
AshisNandy, writes Richard Falk, is always an encoun-
ter with the unexpected. For LydiaLiu, Nandy delivers
brilliant and often counterintuitive analysis of Indian
society and of the contemporary world. Douglas
Lummis argues that Nandy belongs to a group of phi-
losophers who see irony asmethod. For David L. Blaney
and Naeem Inayatullah, the man simply knows some-
thing that others donot.

Fred Dallmayr, Richard Falk, and Ziauddin
Sardarreflect onthe body of work produced by Nandy’s
indefatigable mind. Dipesh Chakrabarty sees Nandy
as pivotal to his own intellectual move from a consumer
of anunreflective and almost positivist Marxism, to the
world of the subaltern. Raghuramaraju recounts the
influence of Nandy on his own academic trajectory.
Venkat Rao suggests that for Nandy academia and
research is not an answer to but part of a wider prob-
lem. And Dallmayr argues that though Nandy does
not disown the textual tradition that forms the anchor
of most research, he uses it creatively to demolish
binaries and the neat certitudes of modernity

Nandy is, of course, the eternal dissident.
Jahanbegloo focusing on precisely this quality suggests
that when we look towards a future, we require con-
viction, but we also require Socratic rebels of the mind.
Falk’s special term for Nandy is ‘master of contrarian
reason’. John Cash acknowledges that Nandy’s ideas
helped himunderstand the role of the psychological in
the realm of the political in Northern Ireland. Phillip
Darby speaks of the need to cultivate anew sensibility
for the muscular discipline of International Relations,
through the lens of Nandy’s focus on everyday forms
of suffering. Lydia H. Liu acknowledges that our pub-
lic intellectual enabled her to comprehend how souls
are decolonized. And Venkat Rao chronicles his ability

" tochallenge academic polemics.

Nandy, writes Tridip Suhrud, gleaned from Gandhi
anew cultural iconography—that ofhyper-masculinity.
This trait he found in Gujarat, which today shapes
imaginations in the country from consumerism, render-
ing Dalitand Muslim voices irrelevant, unembarrassed
display of wealth, sheer pragmatism, and above all the
forgetting of Gandhi. Arindam Chakrabarti takes up
Nandy’snotion ofthe future to ask a question—how do
we deal with a time that has yet to come? He finds an
answer in ‘deep true coolness’ or the slowing down of
thought. In Kashmir Saivism, the idea ofrepose repre-
sents the final form of freedom or liberation. Rudolf
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BOOKS in review

119 Y son Junaid was

too young to un-
derstand that he should
not have worn a skullcap,”
his mother, Saira Begum,

lamented. A little earlier, -

Junaid had been
murdered in what became

a ghastly public spectacle

of a 16-year-old’s lyriching
aboard a train near Delhi.

The activist Harsh
Mander along with the
senior journalist-activist
John Dayal went to meet
Junaid’s father, Jalalud-
din. Mander says: “We felt
compelled to say to his be-
reaved family that we
grieved with them after
Junaid’s brutal lynching.
We knew these words may
mean little to a family that
has been so brutally dis-
possessed, but for
whatever they may be
worth, we felt that these

words still must be
spoken.”
In the prologue of Par-

titions of the Hearts: Un-
making the Idea of India,
Mander recounts his ex-
perience of trying to be one
with the family in silent
solidarity. He writes: “We
“sat on string cots outside.
People spoke of how
frightened everyone is of
travelling outside their vil-
lage, walking, on trains or
in buses. Frightened of
wearing a skullcap, a
beard, a burkha.

Frightened of
Muslim.”

This is probably the
cruellest lasting legacy of
the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment. What was the
fate of Sikhs in 1984 is the
fate of Muslims in the
Modi era. “Frightened of
looking Muslim”, " much
like many Sikh "~men
chopped off their hair and
shaved off their beards
during the early 1980s out
of fear of being stigmatised

looking

because of their
appearance.

As for Junaid, “The
Ramzan of 2017 he

proudly recited the entire
Quran from memory, to
pious gatherings of his
own village, over. twenty
days.... In appreciation,
the villagers had made

Partitions of the
Heart

Unmaking the
Idea of India

By Harsh Mander
Penguin
Price: Rs.499

small offerings of money to
him. His father added his
contribution, and with a
total sum of Rs.1,500, he
set out with his brothers to
the old city of Delhi to pur-
chase new clothes, prayer
mats and some gifts.... he
wore jeans, unusual for
him, for his shopping ad-
venture to the big city. But
he also wore a skullcap on
his head. This was to be his
fatal undoing.”

He looked a Muslim
and, in these increasingly
pernicious times, became
an easy target for those
nursing hatred towards
the community. After their
Eid shopping, Junaid and
his brothers, Shakir and
Hashim, took a train from
Sadar Bazar station in Old
Delhi. The brothers got

Challenge to pluralism

Harsh Mander’s book talks about India being unmade as hatred and
bigotry become the newv normal and questions the Hindu supremacists
who claim monopoly cver nationalism. sy ziva us saLAM

seats. A little later an old
man entered the train.
Junaid vacated his seat for
the old man. Soon, a crowd

that had entered the train

started roughing up his
brothers for seats. When
they refused to yield, they
were slapped and beaten,
their skullcaps thrown off,
and the beards of the older
boys were pulled. They
were called Pakistanis,
beef-eaters and much
worse. Soon, the attackers
took out their knives and
stabbed the three brothers.
Junaid and his brothers
screamed for help, but to
no avail. Nobody came for-
ward. Some took videos,
while others egged on the
assailants. Among them
was the old man Junaid
gave up his seat for.

Mander writes: “There
are moments in history
that will compel later gen-
erations to ask, what is it
that you did at that time? I
believe that we are living
through one such moment
of history.”

In this moment, India
is being unmade, nibbled
at, pierced through.
Hatred and bigotry are be-
coming ‘the new normal.
Proofis self-evident and all
around us at railway sta-
tions, markets, offices and
television studios. All
closet communalists are
out, masquerading as great
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nationalists, indulging in
hate speech, terrorising
the innocent and partak-
ing in mob violence.
Muslims and Christians
are treated as second-class
citizens; a  Bharatiya
Janata Party spokesman
on a television show makes
anaked threat to rename a
mosque after Vishnu, an-
other objects to Christmas
choirs in Madhya Pradesh
and Uttar Pradesh. Even
Dalits and women are
demonised. )

The soul of India—
which extolled Asoka only
after the Kalinga war,
which sought to emulate
Akbar and not Aurangzeb,
and which felt inspired by
the words of the Mahatma
while consigning those of
V.D. Savarkar and K.B.
Hedgewar to the dustbin
of history—is under relent-
less attack. It is to this
wounded soul of India that
Mander draws our atten-

AT A PROTEST against the deaths of Junaid, Rohith Vemu

P

tion. His heart bleeds for
Junaid, whom he calls “my
son”. He sheds a tear, too,
for Pehlu Khan, the dairy
farmer who was Iynched by
amob when he was return-
ing from a cattle fair.
Worse, the State police
charged them with cow

‘slaughter. A family whose

head was butchered by a
mob being held respons-
ible for cow .slaughter.
Such are the times we are
living in, the times the suc-
ceeding generations will

ask us questions about.

Mander says: “Their
anguish was amplified ex-
ponentially because the
police in January this year
filed charge sheets not
against the killers but in-
stead against the young
men Azmat and Rafeeq
who had been attacked
along with Pehlu Khan,
barely escaping with their
lives. The police charged
that they are cow smug-

glers. Directly after Khan’s
Iynching, the State’s Home

- Minister and the District

Superintendent had also
dubbed Khan and his sons
and companions as cow
smugglers, in effect build-
ing a cynical and danger-

ous alternative moral
frame to justify the
Iynching.”

Yet, Partitions of the
Heart goes way beyond in-
stances of lynching and
state apathy, even collu-
sion. The author talks in
detail too about encounter
killings, love jehad, a series
of communal riots and
goes as far back as the Gul-
berg Society massacre that
took place before the Gu-
jarat model was promoted
as an ideal of development.

Among the victims of
the Gulberg massacre was
the former Member of Par-
liament Ehsan Jafri, aman
who had experienced com-
munal violence early in his

la and Pehlu Khan, in Nagpur on July 7, 2017.

married life in
Ahmedabad.
In 1969, his small

house was reduced to
ashes and his family given
shelter by his Hindu friend
Rama Seth. After spending
some time in refugee
camps, the Jafri family
moved into a one-room

. dwelling offered by Seth

and rebuilt their life from
scratch. Many advised him
to move into a Muslim-
dominated area of the city
to avoid a similar fate
again. Jafri had greater
faith in India’s pluralist
tradition and steadfastly
ignored all such advice. He
would say: “Everything I
believe in would lose
meaning if I felt I could be
safe only among Muslims.”

This was a faith that
was not shaken even when
communal riots began to
take a heavy toll of life and
limb in Ahmedabad in
2002. Jafri and other res-

y
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JUNAID’S FATHER, Jalaluddin, during a protest against his son’s lynching,

in New Delhi on July 2, 2017.

idents of the largely
Muslim society believed
nothing would touch
them. Yet again, their con-
fidence proved misplaced.
The society was burnt
down, its residents
slaughtered. Among them
was Jafri. )

Writes Mander: “2002
was the year when large
parts of Gujarat were
ripped apart by one of the
most brutal and bloody
communal massacres
since India attained free-
dom. More than 1,000
persons—unofficial estim-
ates are as high as 2,000—
the large majority of
whom were from th
minority Muslim com-
munity, were slaughtered.
On February 28, Jafri was
gruesomely murdered by a
feverish mob. Slaughtered
along with him were
around 70 women, chil-
dren and men who had
taken shelter with the man

THE HINDU ARCHIVES

JUMNA2'S brother Shagir,
who sustained grievous
injuries during the attack.

whom they had believed
was influential enough to
save their lives from a co-
lossal armed mob baying
for blood. He was their
only hope. But he was
dragged away... his limbs
were cut off from his body
before he was burned.”
The modus operandi
remained the same some

16 years later in Sitamarhi,
where an 80-year-old
Muslim man was similarly
mutilated and burned
alive by a mob that was
part of Durga Puja celebra-
tions in the town. Between
Gulberg in 2002 and Sit-
amarhi in 2018, nothing
has changed for India’s
principal minority.

Taking into account
many instances of com-
munal riots, from 1969 to
1984 and on to 2002 and
beyond, Mander questions
the Hindu supremacists
who claim monopoly over
nationalism, in fact, their
version of nationalism. He
wonders why all Indians
should adhere to one faith,
speak one language, eat
the same food, marry the
same way. Casting his net
wide, he uses an eagle’s eye
to point out the flaws of
such a reasoning.

Happily and stead-
fastly pitching for India’s

pluralist tradition, he
writes: “For them, nation-
alism first requires accept-
ance of India’s Hindu
identity. And since
Hinduism is an intensely
heterodox and pluralist
faith system, this entails
that a true nationalist ac-
cepts the version of
Hinduism—belligererit,

militant and intolerant—
that the RSS [Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh] and
its associate organisations

~ subscribe to. This requires,

for instance, the violent
defence of the cow, re-
straint on assertive and in-

- dependent women who cut

their hair, wear Western
clothes, drink liquor and
mix freely with partners
they choose with or
without marriage, accept-
ance of caste as the prin-
cipal organising principle
of social relations, prohibi-
tions on same-sex love, and
reverence to the primary
deity of Ram. And that too
a warrior Ram.”

In all such moments of
death and denial, displace-
ment and deprivation, the
past comes fast forward, all
the ache and agony some-
what dimmed with the
passage of time comes sur-
ging back. And old wounds
begin to bleed as eyes well
up. It is a past India must
learn from. Itis a challenge
India must confront so
that we do not repeat the
mistakes of Partition. The
partition of the heart in
2018 provides a steep chal-

lenge.
Kudos to Mander for
writing a book that

hitherto existed only in
little notes of remem-
brance in all of us. It takes
an extraordinarily sensit-
ive man to pen this saga. It
deserves equally respons-
ible and responsive read-
ers. 0O
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gender differentials are sharp, and are
imperative to understand the depth of
deprivation and exclusion of communi-
ties, yet, these differentials could not be
analysed due to want of time and re-
sources. Additionally, the intra- and inter-
community differentials among Muslims
also warrants analysis, but could not be
undertaken due to compulsions of empiri-
cal and technical standards.

While all three differentials are. of
immense importance, there is a particular
need to analyse the impact of post-
Sachar policies, programmes and schemes
from the perspective of Muslim women’s
empowerment. Gender issues among
the Muslim community are often con-
fined to discourse around the practices
of triple talaq, polygamy and halala.
Scarce attention has been paid to evaluat-
ing the impact of post-Sachar initiatives
on Muslim women’s status vis-a-vis
education, employment, health and

nutrition, housing and sanitation, polit-
ical participation, and a general enjoy-
ment of citizenship rights over and
above issues pertaining to Muslim fam-
ily law. It is hoped that the present study
will pave the way for future research in
this arena.

Conclusions

Twelve years after the release of the
Sachar Committee report, there are yet
no indications of improvement in the

‘socio-economic status of the Muslim

community. If anything, there has been
increased deprivation, discrimination
and exclusion of the community from
mainstream development. The Muslim
community in India today faces threat to
life and liberty, and extreme insecurity,
going by a high incidence of targeted
lynchings of members of the community
in the name of cow protection. This is in
addition to the vulnerability to false or

Neo-liberal Transformations and
the Challenges of Governing India

MITHILESH KUMAR JHA

he book Neo-liberal Strategies 0{/ﬁo-liberal Strategies of Governing India

Governing India is a timely inter®
vention by Ranabir Samaddar to
understand governing practices in India

in its most recent neo-liberal phase. This

book is a companion volume to an earlier
work, Ideas and Frameworks_of Govern-
ing India, by the same author (Jha 2017).
Together, these two volumes critically
explore the politics and practices of
governance in a postcolonial society.
Samaddar’s analysis of these practices
combines “political and ideological as-
pects” of governance with “technological
characteristics” and examines it “in a
historical framework.” While critically
analysing ideas, frameworks and strate-
gies of governing India, its inner tensions
and challenges, Samaddar is equally
interested in examining the evolutions
of newer categories and subjecthoods
as a result of such governing practices.
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by Ranabir Samaddar, Delhi: Routledge India, 2016;
pp xviii + 334, %1,095.

This makes his analysis of the “contem-
porary history of Indian democracy”
unique and also very interesting. This
volume deals with some of the most
dramatic decades of Indian democracy
that have witnessed the weakening of
democratic institutions as well as domi-
nation of the market and capital over state
and society. There are a series of ideologi-
cal and political churnings underway in
contemporary India. Social and political
movements of various kinds often chal-
lenge the “official” narrative of politics
and governing practices that make the
business of democracy and governance
a messy affair. However, contrary to many
pessimistic arguments about the possibi-
lities of social transformations in terms
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trumped-up criminal charges of terror-

ism leading to prolonged incarceration

without bail. Those affected are mostly
impoverished members of the community.

Civil and political rights go hand in

hand with social, economic and cultural

rights, and mutually reinforce each

other. An effective implementation of
the Sachar Committee recommendations
could have resulted in socio-economic
empowerment of Muslims, and reduced
their vulnerability to such attacks. Shariff’s
book, through its various recommenda-
tions, indicates the path towards insti-
tutionalising their constitutional rights.
As a counter to the current majoritarian
assertion of secondary citizenship to
religious minorities, the importance of
this book cannot be overstated.

Saumya Uma (saumya@aud.ac.in) teaches
at the School of Law, Governance and
Citizenship, Ambedkar University, Delhi.

of empowerment of the marginalised or
excluded, Samaddar continues to believe
in and highlights the “hope for a politics
of radical democracy.”

He has two major premises for his
analysis of neo-liberal governance in
India: first, “mutually constitutive rela-
tionship between the rulers and the ruled,
based on norms, rules, rights and popu-
lar claims;” and second, “governance as
a strategy of creating conditions of” and
providing the “institutional matrix” (p viii)
for accumulation. This book is divided
into three parts. In Part 1, there are four
chapters which are not necessarily inter-
connected, discussing diverse issues.
Examining these issues, he discusses the
questions of rights and development, and
assesses how they have become the sites
of neo-liberal governance. Part 11 consists
of four fascinating chapters on how
various modes of governing practices
strengthen the hand of the market through
the state that ensures the accumulation
of wealth and natural resources. He also
examines how this has an impact on the
society and the state at large, and the
status of labour in particular. In Part i,
he revisits some of the theoretical ques-
tions and conceptual frameworks on
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gbvefnance in India, like the notions of
crisis, its interrelationships with neo-
liberal governance, passive revolution
and so on.

Development and Rights

In this neo-liberal era, development as a
faster rate of economic growth lies at the
very core of nationalist imagination.
Achieving this faster rate of economic
growth within the parliamentary frame-
work of democracy is a serious task
before the policymakers. Developmental
discourse and governance continue to
set the agenda of politics and governments
both at the central and state levels. It
allows the governments to classify the
population into different target groups
and to subject them to various policies
and techniques of neo-liberal govern-
ance. These new tools and techniques of
governance monitor and control all
spheres of individual and community
lives. It has created a new dynamics of
power relationships.

Samaddar, using the Foucauldian per-
spectives on governmentality and sub-
jectivities, invites us to examine how
“these life controlling aids emerging out
of the combination of development and
democracy have produced in terms of
new forms of power and new forms of
subjugation?” (p 79) He begins by ana-
lysing how “a recalcitrant minority pop-
ulation” poses governing challenges to
the colonial and postcolonial governments
in India. He offers an interesting analysis
of the politics and prospects of various
commissions with regard to minority
issues. He observes, perhaps rightly that
“the minority issue in India since its
birth hangs between two markers: iden-
tity and development.” He traces the
challenges of governing the minority in
the colonial era and in his estimation,
the governing of minority in India oscil-
lates between “coercion and hegemony.”
However, many readers may have strong
objection to a few of his observations
and terminologies like “a recalcitrant
minority,” “rebellious minority” (p 5),
and finally, his assertion that “exactly as
the minority groups face the problem of
the power of the sovereign, the sover-
eign also faces the power of the minority
groups, given the attraction of the latter

towards the ideas of autonomy and self-
government” (p 4). It is hard to agree on
what basis one can equate such an enor-
mous asymmetry of power between
these two groups. .
Chapters 2 and 3 are a fascinating
read about how basic rightlessness and
vulnerabilities of a large section of the
society go hand in hand with laws and
administration in the country. He cites
the example of how selling a child is
illegal but how at the same time, starva-
tion deaths cannot be deemed to be ille-
gal. This study helps to understand how
access to food campaign is intertwined
with the language of rights on the one
hand and notions like “entitlements,”

“claims” and “social security” on the

other. He also examines the ways in which
indigenous, subaltern and other deprived
groups have reacted or responded to
such developmental narratives. Samad-
dar rightly asserts that illegalities and
semi-legalities in the conditions of abso-
lute rightlessness of the masses and the
dominating nature of the administra-
tion characterise the neo-liberal strate-
gies of governing India. Famines or near
famine-like situations in various parts
of the country, farmer suicides and star-
vation deaths, food riots, and forcible
land acquisitions, such as in Singur and
Nandigram, pose serious challenges for
governance. Interestingly, Samaddar is
of the opinion that political parties in this
neo-liberal era have failed to include
these concerns and grievances in their
policies and programmes, and have be-
come merely an apparatus through which
one acquires and yields power. In his ter-
minology, this shift in the approach of
political parties is “governmentalization
of parties” (Chapter 4).

Extraction and Accumulation

Perhaps, one of the worst consequences
of neo-liberal strategies of governance
has been the coming together of the
market and state which intervenes and
aims to govern all spheres of the social
life of individuals and communities.
Labour has been the worst victim of this
schema of governance, which has clearly
shifted its focus from empowering the
masses/citizens to produce the conditions
for accumulation of wealth and natural

resources. In this new era, Samaddar
argues, cities have “become new:_sites
of extraction, accumulation and goi/eri
nance.” Neo-liberal strategies of govern-
ance lead to are large-scale dispossessions
and displacements of rural and margin-
alised communities and their migration
to the cities. Any urban space in India is
testimony to these ironies in the Indian
society and the unrepresentativeness of
neo-liberal governing structures.
Chapter 5 dwells upon the govern-
ment’s approach (combined with the
logic of market and capital), to social
governance and peace-building meas-
ures in India’s North East. Here conflict
becomes the framework of both social
and political governance. Draconian and
repressive measures continue to charac-
terise the governance of the region even
when the focus is on pacification and
expansion of government and electoral
democracy. Chapters 5 and 6 engage
with the questions of political economy
within the overall framework of neo-lib-
eral governmentality. Here two things
appear to move simultaneously: increas-
ing dispossession and as a result, large- -
scale internal migration mostly rural to
urban, and accumulation of wealth and
ever widening economic disparities. Sa-
maddar characterisesk“ this large-scale
accumulation of wealth and resources as
“the process of primitive accumulation”
(p 228), which signifies the inner ten-
sions of democratic politics, where the
focus is now on facilitating this process
rather than empowering or strengthen-

ing citizenship and representation. Here,

extraction becomes the hallmark of the
liberal economy. Informal work condi-
tions of labour, guarded by “labour re-
forms” result in the multiplication of
labour forms, that is, from one site to
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another and one form to another. The
cases of mining, in Bellary in Karnataka
or “rat-hole mines of Meghalaya” are
examples of utter disregard for labour
laws or environmental consequences.
These activities operate through a nexus
between illegal miners, traders, politi-
cians and the administrative departments.
In some states, they have acquired enough
power to shape the electoral fates of
various political parties. The existence
of special economic zones (Sezs), public—
private partnership (ppp) models and
economic corridors further aggravate
this situation. The condition of labour in
such a situation is correctly expressed

through the notion of “transit labour,”

which is by and large migrant labour
kept in the invisible informal sectors,
in subhuman working conditions. In
other words, transit labour operates by
and large beyond the purview of law.'

Samaddar has examined the various
dimensions of transit labour and how it
leads to the creation of ungoverned and
ungovernable subjects and spaces that
coexist with perfectly managed and
supervised spaces and zones. Urban neigh-
bourhoods in contemporary India are a
stark reflection of such governing sys-
tems, which Samaddar calls “logistical
governance” (Chapter 8). It governs not
just the big infrastructural projects and
plans but also the urban space. Working
within the language of freedom and risk
in the name of security, this form of
governance ensures parallel strategies
wherein fenced and walled modes of
supervision coexist with the space that
reminds one of the spectre of chaos,
narchy and illegality.

Neo-liberal Governance

Urban politics, protests and agitations
have become the sites of neo-liberal gov-
ernance that also poses serious chal-
lenges to it. In order to ensure “reckless
financialization and extraction of all
conceivable resources,” it is the urban
masses, who according to Samaddar,

are “deployed as foot soldiers in the gov- |

ernmental programmes of mobilisation,
assembly and attacks on the unyielding
sections of population to throttle” their
protests or agitations (p 306). Here, the
whole apparatus of governance attempt
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“to posit the ideology of, the market
before the society as natural” and legiti-
mises monopolies, corporates, corrup-
tion and cronyism. Further, organisation,
planning and management of the city
embody the principal contradictions
of our time and this creates new class
divisions. In such a formulation, space
becomes the marker of identity and in
governing such spaces, the question of
the subaltern or what Samaddar also
calls “multitudes,” becomes absolutely
critical to our understanding. In this
connection, he rightly draws our atten-

. tion to not only the populist response,

but also populist resistance as well as
demands for reforms in the neo-liberal
era of governance. Populism which sym-
bolises the “politics of the multitude”
can also present itself as the “contradic-
tory other of the neo-liberal capitalism.”
It can, according to Samaddar, very
well upset the existing structure of
dominations and subordinations and
may also lead to mobilisations of ungov-
ernable subjects that may open up the
possibilities of radical democracy in the
country, even in this neo-liberal phase
of governmentality.

Summing Up

Samaddar examines the transformative
impacts of neo-liberal strategies of gover-
nance on various sections of the Indian
society. This volume is a fascinating
study of the contemporary history of
Indian democracy and its various chal-
lenges. However, the book is also sur-
prisingly silent about many burning is-
sues in contemporary Indian politics.
For example, he talks about minority
politics and the challenges it poses to
governance, but is conspicuously silent
about the rise of Hindutva politics. In
fact, the spectacular rise of Hindutva
politics is one of the major characteris-
tics of Indian politics in this neo-liberal
era, but the author has maintained an
absolute silence on this issue. Similarly,
while he focuses on the urban politics
and challenges of transit labour, he hardly
engages with the challenges of rural dis-
tress and large-scale farmer suicides.
Many readers, especially those with a
keen knowledge of the specific usage
and contexts of some of the terms like
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governing, governance, government and
governmentality may find his liberal use
of these concepts not only problematic,
but at times confusing too. He claims
that despite knowing “the specific into-
nation of each word and the need to
keep them distinct,” he has liberally
used these terms and at times inter-
changeably too (p xiv). However, in the
very next page, he asserts that “this
book is on governing India and not on
governance” (p xv) and, thus, makes a
clear distinction between the two.
Thirdly, like the previous volume, this
one too is replete with long quotations
running into several pages (pp 22-26;
33-37; 39-42; 117-20; 214-17). These
quotations overshadow his arguments
and many of these citations could have
been briefly summarised. And, if these
were considered as necessary for the
arguments, it could have been placed in
appendices. Similarly, summarising the
previous chapters in each subsequent -
chapter works as a constant reminder,
presumably to an inattentive reader,
which could have been avoided. How-
ever, through this work, Samaddar
raises some very pressing quéstions of
democratic politics in contemporary
India, the explanation of which requires
revisiting some of the conventional vo-
cabularies and notions of explaining
Indian politics.

Mithilesh Kumar Jha (jhamk21@iitg.ernet.in)
teaches political science at the Department of
Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian
Institute of Technology, Guwahati.
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An Open Question
God in the Age of Atheism

TABISH KHAIR

n his foreword to Confessions of a

Dying Mind: The Blind Faith of Atheism,

C K Mathew, the former chief secre-
tary of Rajasthan, calls it a “masterpiece”
and expresses astonishment that the
author is a young man “not yet thirty.”
Perhaps the matter is not that of astonish-
ment, for the book is on a topic that only
an ambitious young man “not yet thirty”
would dare to tackle: God.

Haulianlal Guite approaches the matter
from various disciplinary perspectives,
but mostly by way of an eclectic reading
of philosophy and science. It might not
be a “masterpiece” but the author has to
be commended for his intention, effort
and ambition.

More specifically, this is also a book
of the times. With religion storming the
bastions of society and even banning
science—consider, for instance, the effec-
tive prohibition on teaching Darwinism
and evolution in some states of the United
States (us) and West Asia—scholars, who
had long forgotten about religion as a
sociopolitical force, have had to return to
the matter of God. Marxists like Terry
Eagleton and Slavoj ZiZek are engaging
fruitfully with religion now. Even the
new atheists—with their staunchly faith-
ful dismissal of God—can no longer
afford to ignore religion: the fact that
some of them get so upset at the unprov-
able existence of God proves it. In that
sense, Guite’s book is at the tip of a
burgeoning trend.

Despite his recourse to a vast selection
of texts, Guite approaches God and
a/theism with two texts always in mind:
Plato’s dialogues and the Norwegian
writer Jostein Gaarder’s Sophie’s World.
Guite’s Confessions of a Dying Mind com-

~bines the two in its structural allegiance:

it is a “novel” that consists of dialogues
between a dying man and an angel/
hallucination, named Walker. This is again
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Confessions of a Dying Mind: The Blind Faith of
Atheism by Haulianlal Guite, New Delhi: Bloomsbury,
2017; pp xxxvi+378, T559.

an ambitious choice, but it is not certain
that it works: Can the largely prescrip-
tive and eventually monologic structure
of Plato’s so-called dialogues be turned

"into the dialogic—multivocal—form of

a novel? I also fear that Gaarder’s excel-
lent bestseller is a dangerous model, for
it is surreptitiously based on standard
courses of high school philosophy as
taught in Norway, while Guite is ventur-
ing into unknown pedagogic territory.
Still, the effort has to be praised, and it
leads to some' interesting arguments,
many of which, as is the case with Plato’s
questions in his dialogues, are already
slanted towards a certain resolution.

Let us take this extract, in which
we are presented with “Walker’s Sixth
Dilemma: Is there a way, a criterion, to
definitively distinguish the real and the
unreal?” (p 62):

“But there are other good criterions that will

help us distinguish the real from the unreal.

For example, the idea of a shared reality—of

a reality shared by many people,” he sug-

gested. '

Walker shook his head.

“It won't work,” he disagreed. “Otherwise,

there would be no such thing like hallucina-

tions and mass delusions, split personalities
and schizophrenics.”

“But these people don’t share their experi-

ences. It is they and they alone who has

them,” Dyers objected.

“Not from their perspective, my dear Dyers.

Not from the point of view of the patient.

When they hallucinate, they do not see them

as unreal images of their minds, but as truly

real.” (p 63)

Apart from the rather insipid lan-
guage of the dialogue, this is an idea
that has been repeated more often than

— FJo -

-

it deserves to be, sometimes in complex
ways by great philosophers, for instance,
when Friedrich Nietzsche questioned
whether the cause comes before the
effect, because we only look for a cause
after feeling the effect. From various
kinds of idealist religious beliefs, it
has also seeped into much of recent
postmodernism and, now, contempo-
rary politics, as “alternative truths” and
“fake news.” The problem with all such
arguments—and God, when negotiated
within such arguments—seems to be
their ultimately closed nature. At best, it
represents a kind of sophistry. Reality,
which is always negotiable, is never set-
tled by a single or a singular indicator.
Or, in other words, reality is not “closed;” -
it is open on all sides—both its dismissal
and its proof. That is why the fact that
the Wright Brothers built a plane is his-
tory and the fact that Ravana had a flying
vehicle is a story. The day enough and
credible indicators of Ravana’s flying
vehicle are made available, it would
become history. Until then, alas, we can-
not claim to have flown the first plane,
no matter what Bharatiya Janata Party’s
(8Jp) ideologues believe, envision, feel
or imagine.

The reason I choose this “dilemma” to
focus on is that it represents both the
essential weakness and the ultimate
strength of belief in God. The weakness
is this: You cannot ever disprove God,
and hence people in power can get you
to believe in their God. The strength is
this: They cannot ever prove God, and
hence you can always have no God, or a
hidden God who is different from what-
ever God is in power. In Guite’s case,
however, one does not really know what
his God is, though one senses a degree of
tolerant impatience with atheistic ideas.

L

Sweeping Convictions

It is difficult to review a book like this,
for one canno\ﬁ engage with each of its
arguments, all'of which are taken from
other sources: NSR only does the ambition
of this book makes a comprehensive
review difficult, but also the fact that
it draws upon convoluted ideas and
complex texts (but tries to put them in
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simple language) makes it impossible.

However, in general, the book struck me

as interesting in parts and perhaps too

self-assured in other parts. At times, this

can lead to sweeping and slightly incor-

rect statements. Let us take this extract:
One of the oldest question mankind has ever
asked since he came out of the caves, per-
haps even the oldest of all, if indeed he came
out of the caves, is the question of God’s
existence. [...] At first the questions were
worldly, and the beings inquired about were
themselves creatures. Except that they were
spirits, perhaps even winds, the stones and
the rocks, and the mountains too, animat-
ed in his image. Then the queries became
more complex, and such beings were seen
to control nature [...] Not long after, man-
kind began wondering whether the super-
natural world exists. This first happened in
India, expressed through such writings like
the Creation Hymn of the Rig Veda and the
Upanishads in general. (p 208)

Despite the obvious ghost of Max
Miiller in this extract, its vast sweep
and absolute conviction of its own truth
rings a familiar and somewhat unpleas-
ant political bell in my head. This is sad:
while there is no certainty that thinking
critically about the supernatural started
in India, there is absolute certainty
about the fact that the Rig Veda was not
“writing.” It existed in oral forms before
being written down.

In general, scholars have avoided

talking about God, and for good reason.
Even in ordinary life, it is common to
avoid talking of God, unless you are a
devout believer or a fervent disbeliever.
In reasoning circles, God is usually not
discussed too much because he is impos-
sible to define. Your God is not my God,
unless, of course, we are united by a
system of devout belief or a system of
fervent disbelief. And even in that case,
one can argue, that both my God and
your God will actually be someone else’s
God. As scholars such as E B Taylor have
rightly noted, belief in God is not even
compulsory in all religions: Buddhists,
for instance, as Guite notes too, can
operate without any necessary concept
of God. That is why Taylor defined reli-
gion not as belief in God, but as “belief
in spiritual beings.” And even this does
not always apply.

Though religion is by no means a solid
subject to grasp, it seems more amenable
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to reasoned—as well as scientific and
scholarly—discussion. Hence, scholars
and scientists tend to discuss religion
more often than God, despite the rise of
the new atheists in response to various
religious fundamentalisms, which has
followed the Newtonian law of action—
reaction. However, Guite’s book basically
discusses theism—and hence God—and
that too without footnotes. This is a very
difficult endeavour, fraught with pitfalls,
though I respect the attempt.

‘Thoughtfully’ Religious
Like Guite, I too have a quarrel with
those who want to convince me that God
exists and those who want to convince
me that God does not exist. That is so
because, often, I see very little difference
between them. I also see a world of dif-
ference between them and those who
doubt or do not doubt the existence of
God, without the desire to impose their
doubt or lack of doubt on others. There
is much in common between the religious
who believe in a God they can never
fully comprehend and doubters who doubt
that such a God exists in a universe they
can never fully comprehend. Just as there
is much in common between those who
claim that they know the mind of God
(and hence impose it on others by force
or persuasion) and those who dismiss
God in the name of some greater knowl-
edge, just as hubristic and misleading,
and impose that knowledge on others by
persuasion or force. It has to be noted to
the credit of the latter that they have less
often imposed their conviction by force.
To be militantly religious, you need
not chop off heads, though some of the
militantly religious do so too. You are
also militantly religious if you are so
convinced of your notion of God that
you need to impose it on others, even if it
is just my persuasion, by conversion. As
against these, you have the thoughtfully
religious—i avoid the word “truly,” as it
has been misused by the militantly reli-
gious for centuries now. The thoughtfully
religious might have a deeper faith in
their God, but they are aware of their
human fallibility and the basic “sacri-
lege” of claiming to know God or act and
speak on God’s behalf, and hence they
keep their faith, like a fragile treasure,
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to themselves. Similarly, avoiding the
limiting “agonistic,” I prefer to contrast
the militantly atheistic to the thought-
fully atheistic. The thoughtfully atheis-
tic may be agnostic, that is riven by
doubts about God, or they may be as
convinced as the militantly atheistic that
God simply does not exist for them. But,
aware as they are that religion is a matter
of belief and human knowledge is limited
(though capable of improvement), the
thoughtfully atheistic live with their
doubt and do not make a political slogan
of it. They are aware that there is at
times little difference between champi-
oning faith and championing doubt. In
this the thoughtfully religious share
with the thoughtfully atheistic a true
appreciation of the endlessness of the
realities—God, universe, science, etc,
whatever it may be termed—out there,
and their own limited capabilities to
comprehend it and themselves.

I have always wanted to write a book
covering those matters. No longer being
30, I suppose I never will. Guite is to be
commended for writing a book in which
he is moved by a similar concern to tack-
le a necessary and much-muddied topic.
Though I cannot help but wish that he
had waited a few more years before
publishing this book, perhaps after some
revision. But, of course, then the book
might have remained unwritten, just as
I hesitate to write one on God at my age
of 50-plus.

Tabish Khair (engtk@cc.au.dk) teaches at
Aarhus University, Denmark and is the author
of The New Xenophobia, 2017.
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LEISURE

THE BHAGAVAD GITA nestles com-
fortably in the Bhishma Parva of the
Mahabharata, just as the fratricidal
war is about to begin. Despite the fact
that scholars believe that the Gita was
always a part of the great epic, it stands
out not only for the philosophy of be-
ing and doing that ff’&f)gr%s/tv;ut also
because it has always received atten-
tion as an independent text, over and
above any significance that it may have
within the Mahabharata’s larger story.
Over the centuries, Indian think-
ers, from the classical philosophers
Shankara, Ramanuja to Bhakti poets
as Dnyaneshwar, have chosen to write
commentaries on the Gita’s 18 chap-
ters. The idea that the Gita was crucial
to the understanding of Hinduism
carried into the colonial and modern
periods, and translations and com-
mentaries on the Gita have continued
to blossom. Both Mahatma Gandhi
and S. Radhakrishnan have seen their
respective philosophies reflected in
the text. Even B.R. Ambedkar, who
so fiercely rejected Hinduism, was
compelled to address the Gita. And so
it is that Amit Majumdar’s new trans-
lation, Godsong, stands within a long
tradition of the Gita being presented
4 to English-reading and speaking audi-
ences with greater and lesser Knowl-
edge of the religion in which itis so
firmly embedded. Each translation is (
accompanied by some kind of com-
mentary. There is either an explanation
of the many philosophical positions
and relationships to the divine that
the Gita suggests, a statement of the
translator’s take on those positions or
a description of what the translator is
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attempting to do with the well-known
and well-loved text. Of course, each
translation reflects the time and place
in which it was made. They respond, as
they must, to the zeitgeist.

Majumdar is a radiologist and a
poet. That’s significant, as his transla-
tion of the Gita reaches for the text’s
poetry as well as its spiritual mean-
ing. Typically, only poets choose to
acknowledge that the Gita, as its very
name attests, is a song.

Majumdar translates not only
as apoetbutalso as a Hindu and a
member of the Indian diaspora in the
US—all these identities are heavily
underscored in his introduction and
the critical material with which he
surrounds his translation.

The commentary Majumdar
provides has an interesting and very
contemporary form—-he summarises
each chapter of the Gita, which he
calls a ‘session’, before
giving us his trans-
lation of the text.
The summaries are
succinct, pointed and
useful. Each session
also comes with a
‘listener’s guide’ at

the back of the book many), I will remember 7

where Majumdar Godsong because Majumd

explicates what he has poignantly reminded

himself has received me that what lies at the

and understood from GODSONG: A VERSE heart of this poem about

; TRANSLATION OF THE ! : :

each chapter. Since BHAGAVAD GITA god is the idea of friend-

the Gita has long lent by Amit Majumdar ship. The dialogue begins

it§e1f to different and Penguin and ends as it does be- -

varied interpretations, 7599; 208 pages cause Arjuna believes he ‘
-one cannot discount is talking to his friend, an

ariacs —ear e g

Majumdar’s insights.
So, too, I am sure there
are many‘contemporary readers and
believers who will agree with him,
though (or perhaps because) he finds
it necessary to take sideswipes at how
other religions think about god and an
individual’s relationship to the divine.
“Only Hinduism had armour, and
that armour (sic) was the Gita (p.xxii),”
he writes, because it is a text of ‘mul-
tiplicities’, encompassing many belief

a
w

‘reflecting (if not acknowledging) the .

systems and many ideas of the divine.
Majumdar’s claim for Hinduism
is that it is fundamentally ‘one in the
many’. This is hardly a new argument
but he makes it persuasively, using the
Gita as a basis for the claim and placin:
it firmly in the genre of the Upanishad
a teaching given by a spiritual maste
to a student. .
Majumdar’s translation is easy
to read. It resonates with much that
has come before him, absorbing and

long and rich tradition of Gita transla
tions. Majumdar rejects what he call
the ‘mythistory’ of the Gita and seems.
to come at it almost as a naif, letting
the sacred poem speakto him and
hearing it as he wills.

This makes for some interest-
ing moments. For example, he hears
Arjuna’s question as “what do you do
when the other fellow wants to kill -

you?” rather than the more

" conventional (and challen

ing) formulation of “how d

I justify killing my teachers,

my elders and my family?”
Whatever quibbles I

might have with this new

'\ translation (and there are

older and wiser friend who
can help him through the
most desperate moral crisis of his life.
How magnificent it is that his friend
Krishna, says, ‘trust me, because I a
god’. And when Arjuna doubts him
Krishna shows him that he is, inde
god. In all of world literature, there
no more glorious epiphany or de
stration of friendship than the on
Arjuna experiences in Chapter 11 0
the Bhagavad Gita.m —Arshia Sat
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s Rajmohan  Gandhi ob-
A:rves in the Introduction of
is latest book, south Indian
history is largely the story of “four
powerful cultures — Kannada, Ma-
layali, Tamil and Telugu... and yet
more than that, for Kodagu, Kon-
kani, Marathi, Oriya and Tulu cul-
tures have also influenced it.”
That’s net all. He adds that “older
and possibly more indigenous cul-
tures often seen as ‘tribal’, as well
as cultures originating in other
parts of India and the world” have
shaped it.

Such a layered complexity pos-
es a challenge to the neat demar-
cations without which the busi-
ness of constructing a historical
narrative cannot quite take off.
Gandhi, to his credit, navigates
this challenge with dexterity.

Rich mosaic

He starts where the. canonical
work on south ‘Indian history
stops. K.A. Nilakanta Sastry’s clas-
sic, A History of South India: From
Prehistoric Times to the Fall of Vi-
jayanagar, ends around the time
Europeans start setting up trading
posts along the southern coast.
Gandhi picks up the threads from
this historical moment and

weaves a mosaic of events, charac-

ters, and details that together
make for a tour de force of mod-
ern south Indian history.

A great deal transpired between

1565 and 2018. The broad histori-
cal contours are well known. After
joining hands to defeat the Vijaya-
nagara empire, the Deccan Sulta-

/ nates of Bijapur, Ahmadnagar,

Tistoric

This 'sweeping narrative of fduf powerful cultures, Kannada, Malayali, Tamil and Telugu, explores the ties that bind diverse_

#Modern South India: A
History from the 17th
Century to Our Times
Rajmohan Gandhi
-Aleph
789

Golconda and Bidar revert to their
old pattern of intrigues and in-
fighting. This is the time when Eu-
rope’s great maritime powers, Por-
tugal, France, England and Hol-
land, are competing, among
themselves as well as with Indian
merchants, for control over trade.
This is also the time the Mughals
are looking to decisively stamp
their authority over the Deccan.
The 17th century also saw the rise
of another empire in the sub-con-

tinent, the Marathas, who would -

soon rival the British as the su-
preme power in the Deccan. And
then there were, of course, the
scores of smaller territories and
suzerainties held by nayakas, poli-
gars, and assorted chieftains and
princes that criss-crossed the pla-
teau. These would, in due course,
be picked off one by one, or
played off one against the other by
the colonial powers until, by the
mid-18th century, the entire re-
gion comes under the control of
the British East India Company.

Gandhi’s narrative' shifts back
and forth between the four main
tracks: Tamil, Malayalam, Telugu
and Kannada. In the beginning,

' this takes a little getting used to, as

the switch sometimes happens
when you want the narrative to
stay put and zoom in for greater
detail. For instance, as we read
about the British deployment of
native soldiers to subjugate native
princes, the Company’s deft ex-
ploitation of the old faultlines of
religion and caste are duly
mapped. So are the caste tensions
that eventually lead to the Dravi-
dian politics unique to Tamil Na-
du. But rather than embed these

¥

i

dynamics in the social history of

the region, the chosen approach
seems to be to tick the important
boxes and keep moving forward
with the political chain of events.
This gives the book a breathless,
sweeping feel, and it is, indeed,
magnificently comprehensive — its
narrative journey covering not just
every single milestone in the re-
gion’s political history but also
pausing every now and then to
contemplate a great musician or
singer, a fine diarist, a social re-
former, a crafty courtier, or a cour-
ageous warTior.

Gandbhi is in his element when
he slows down the narrative to fill

A i k
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layered complexity: The book covers every milestone of T_ahﬁl Nadu’s political history. =
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in the colours on his vast canvas.
His account of the rise and fall of
Tipu Sultan, the section on the
Vellore Mutiny, which anticipated

the Revolt of 1857 by half a centu- -

ry, and the potted biographies of

the early proponents of what we -

know today as Carnatic music

‘strike a fine balance between the

* telling detail and the big picture.

Vaikom Satyagraha

He is at his best as a historian of

the freedom struggle, taking the
reader by the hand to elaborate on
landmarks that tend to get the
short shrift not just north of the
Vindhyas, but even in the South.

peoples

One such is the Vaikom Satyagra-
ha of 192425, which predated
Gandhi’s famous Salt. Satyagraha
‘by halfa decade and delivered per-
haps the first major blow against
untouchability in the South. It also
achieved something unique in the
context of the freedom struggle,
something Mahatma Gandhi had
striven for all along. As his grand-
son puts it, “In the Malayalam
country, Vaikom helped the free-
dom and social justice movements
to join hands. Elsewhere in India,
the news from Vaikom confronted
insulated caste Hindus with the
ugly realities of untouchability
and unapproachability.”

Finally, to state something ob-

" vious but oft forgottén, there is on-

ly ever one vantage point from
which all history is produced and
consumed: the present. So, while

‘an orthodox historian might balk

at the idea of viewing the past
though the filters of the present (as
opposed to learning about it on its
own terms), the lay reader may

‘well take a different tack. For her,

one of the pleasures, and perhaps,
uses, of studying the past are the
intriguing parallels and patterns it
throws up in the context of the un-
folding present.

If you are one such reader, you
will find this book to be full of mo-
ments where the present seems to
be repeating itself in the past, as it
were. And if you are a purist, then
too, there is plenty to savour, not
Jeast the idea that the diverse peo-
ples of a peninsula that has never
been a single political or cultural
unit could, nonetheless, have a lot
in common, starting with their
history.
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BOOK REVIEW

Tourism in Nepal

In Pursuit of Shangri-La

MICHAEL HUTT

ark Liechty’s name is already
well established among stu-
dents and researchers of Nepali

history and society, and Suitably Modern,

his wryly titled 2003 book on the "

Kathmandu middle classes, is a rare ex-
ample of a Nepal-focused monograph
that has made it onto anthropology read-
ing lists worldwide. So, this reviewer was
not alone in greeting the news that
Liechty was about to publish a study of
the history of tourism in Nepal with
delight. It turned out that he had been
working on it for over 20 years, latterly
with the assistance of two of Nepal’s
excellent young researchers, Rashmi
Sheila and Ramakanta Tiwari.

The book under review, Far Out:
Countercultural Seekers and the Tourist
Encounter in Nepal, at a little under 400
pages, is quite a hefty tome. Its cover is a
Desmond Doig watercolour of the iconic
view of the Basantapur tower of the

‘Hanuman Dhoka palace in Kathmandu,

as seen from “Freak Street” during the
hippie heyday. Foreigners fill the street,
the men all long-haired, with just one
Nepali figure at the margin. Signboards
declare: “New Hungry Eye,” “Orient
Lodge,” “Don’t Pass Me By Restaurant.”

The title and its cover, therefore, suggest

that this is a study of the “hippie” period
of the history of tourism in Nepal. How-
ever, Liechty’s account of the hippie period
actually amounts to a little under half of
the study, because the book attempts to
do a great deal more than simply recon-
struct (and deconstruct) a fascinating
period. As the book’s title suggests, its
central purpose is to analyse the history
of tourism in Nepal in terms of an
“encounter” between the foreign visitor
and the visited Nepali. .
The book is divided into three uneven
parts and begins long before the arrival

- of the first hippies. Liechty records that,

before 1950, Kathmandu had received
no more than 300 “foreign” (that is,
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Far Out: Countercultural Seekers and the
Tourist Encounter in Nepal by Mark Liechty,
Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2017;
ppXiv+387, $35.

non-South Asian) visitors, less than a
quarter of the number who had managed
to get to Lhasa. Much of Part 1, “The
Golden Age,” follows a path previously
trodden by Peter Bishop in his book, The
Myth of Shangri-La (1989), but with
much closer attention to local cultural
and political contexts. Thus, we meet the
mystics and eccentrics of late 19th- and
early 2oth-century Euro-America, such
as the theosophist “Madam” Blavatsky,
whose claim to have been inspired by
a meeting with a princely Nepalese
“master” in London in 1851 Liechty
politely dismisses by pointing out that
Jang Bahadur and his entourage actually
visited London one year earlier. And, of
course, the point is well made that the
often-deluded imaginings of Blavatsky
and her successors were focused not on
Nepal per se, but on their own notions
of “Tibet.” The fact that Tibet became
totally inaccessible to foreigners at
almost the same time that the exclusion-
ary Rana regime came to an end in Nepal
meant that Nepal became the next best
thing - for seekers of an essentially
“Tibetan” Shangri-La. This is one of
the more interesting coincidences of
Himalayan history.

One aspect of the Euro-American pur-
suit of Shangri-La that Liechty rather
misses, however, is the atmosphere of
moral uncertainty that existed in Europe
following the end of the 1914-18 war,
and particularly the near deification of
British mountaineer George Mallory, who
disappeared on Mount Everest in 1924
and is widely believed to have provided
the character template for the hero of
James Hilton’s 1933 novel, Lost Horizon,
in which the “keyword” Shangri-La was

first coined.
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Tourism in a recognisably modern form
dates from the 1950s in Nepal, and the
figure of Boris Lissanevitch, the Russian
founder and proprietor of Kathmandu’s
first international hotel, looms large
over this period. It was during this
period that mystics faded away and
were replaced by well-heeled American
tourists who flew in for a few days as
an extension of their Indian tours, and
by mountaineers. Liechty digs more
critically into Lissanevitch’s story than
authors like Michel Peissel whose book,
Tiger for Breakfast (1972), first mytho-
logised a man who knew exactly how
to sell to a new breed of foreign visitors
the colonial fantasies that they craved.
Liechty argues that Lissanevitch’s ability
to run his business depended greatly on
remaining in favour with King Mahendra,
for whose coronation in 1955 he organised
the catering and hospitality, importing
the food in three pc-3 aircraft flying

non-stop shuttles between Patna and-

Kathmandu, and bringing in over 200
catering staff from Calcutta. International
media coverage of the coronation, Liechty
writes, proclaimed “Kathmandu’s antique
and Oriental charms to an audience
predisposed to dreams of Shangri-La
and eager to imagine that such a place
still existed in some remote corner of the
Himalayas” (p 44). However, the Shahs
realised the potential of foreign tourism
to generate large amounts of foreign
income and, by 1969, Lissanevitch’s hotel
was closed and he was put in prison.
Part 2, “Hippie Nepal,” is the heart of
the book. Liechty’s account of the way in
which the first seekers of peace, love,
and cheap legal cannabis were taken in
by low-caste Newars (food sufficient,
cash-poor, unworried by notions of ritual
pollution) is well researched and fluently
written. It leads on to a fascinating
account of the growth of Kathmandu’s
famous Freak Street, the dwindling of
the hippie flow, the closing down of the
government-licensed cannabis trade, and
the emergence of the city quarter known
as Thamel, which is where the (relatively)
clean-living young tourist has always
almost stayed since the 1980s. Liechty
locates all of this persuasively against the
backdrop of Cold War geopolitics and the
emergence of the 1960s youth culture
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(although the European contexts of the
latter are somewhat neglected in favour of
the North American), and his account is
greatly enriched by its focus on some of
the key players, both Nepali and foreign,
many of whom he tracks down and inter-
views. Thus, we meet fascinating pioneers
such as Ravi Chawla, an Indian whose
early initiatives led to the emergence of
Freak Street, and D D Sharma, the Nepali
proprietor of the famous “Eden Hashish
Centre.” Liechty also tells us a lot about
the cultural legacy of this period. Inter-
estingly, many of the Western-inspired
innovations in art, literature, and music
that took place in Kathmandu during this
seminal period stemmed rather more
from interactions with diaspora Nepalis
from Darjeeling than with local actors.
Part 3, “Adventure Tourism,” is the
book’s shortest section, and deals with
the advent of the trekking industry and
the way in which Nepal has become a
prime destination for Euro-American
followers of “Eastern religion,” thus
picking up the threads with which the
book opened. One of its most interesting
passages recounts the career of Zina
Rachevsky, the Paris-born socialite who
played a central role in the establishment
of Kopan Monastery as the hub of a
worldwide network of Buddhist study
and meditation centres. Liechty contrasts
Western religious seekers’ construction of

Nepal as a “Buddhist country” with many
Nepalis’ unwillingness to acknowledge
Tibetan Buddhism as an attraction that
brings dollar-spending tourists to their
country. Inevitably, tourism in Nepal
nowadays is more of a business than a
cultural encounter, especially when seen
from the Nepali side: “If Freak Street
had been a lark, Thamel meant getting
down to business, a business that trans-
formed tourists from foreign curiosities
into extractive resources” (p 322).

This fascinating book is not without its
flaws. Large chunks of three of its chapters
were previously published as articles in
the journal, Studies in Nepali History and
Society, and have not been integrated
into the text of the book as fully as they
might have been. As a result, the book is
sometimes marred by unnecessary repe-
tition. Also, Liechty’s laudable aim of
producing a balanced account of the
encounter between the visitor and the
visited is somewhat hampered by the
imbalance of the material available to him:
while tourist sources abound, documenta-
tion of the Nepali response is scarce. He
makes up for this in considerable measure
by interviewing key players, but there
are inevitable gaps in the record. For in-
stance, it would be incredibly interesting
to chart the role of the Shah monarchy
in more detail. Although the hippies were
entirely oblivious to the political currents

that swirled about them, the 1960s and
1970s were the heyday of the repressive
Panchayat regime, and kings Mahendra
and Birendra clearly took a political view
of tourism while seeing it as a generator
of revenue.

The publication of this book coincided
rather neatly with that of Paulo Coelho’s
new novel, Hippie (2018). But, the story it
tells is not over. A notable development
on Nepal’s tourist scene in recent years
is the arrival of a growing number of
Chinese visitors, both in organised group
tours and as individual young travellers.
Perhaps, because of a revival of interest
in Buddhism in China, many visit not only
the Kathmandu valley but also Lumbini,

- the Buddha’s birthplace in Nepal’s Tarai.

What Liechty’s book demonstrates is that
Euro-American visitors to Nepal have
always been lured there by their imagin-
ings, which often remain impervious to
the realities of the society they encounter.
What, then, are Chinese tourist imaginings
of Nepal, and what do they tell us about
the way in which human beings from
different places construct and encounter
one another? Liechty’s book provides both
a signpost and a template for further
research on such questions.

Michael Hutt (mh8@soas.ac.uk) teaches
Nepali and Himalayan Studies at SOAS,
University of London, United Kingdom.
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Rac1sm sexual assault slave trade — Sweden’s squeaky clean 1mage.ﬁ v .
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f ;wedlsh noir ‘comes in ‘many

shapes and’ 51zes, but this is the =~ §
first time I've read it as non-fic-

tion. Although popular crime writers:
such ‘as Henning' Mankell' (who' has

been a mentor 'to ‘the author of’ this
- 'book) and Stieg Larsson investigated

the darker sides of Swedish society
to the extent that the king of Sweden

felt compelled to remark that he didn’t

appreciate such negauve portrayals of
his kingdom -
tion writers who have consistently re-
ported on the country’s downside.
And they have generally got away with
it since they are not widely read out-
side the country and have only a limit-

" ed local readership compared to the
_ mass market crime fiction.

That might change now, as Kajsa
Norman, a Swedish expat war corres-

pondent expects to be made persona *

it is really the non-fic- *

non grata in a country known for its

high-ceilinged tradition of debate. She
starts her book by quoting a former
prime minister promising to stigma-

tise or brand with an iron (brdnnmdr- '

ka) those ‘who speak ill of Sweden

abroad’. She continues, “The more T’

dug,'the more warnings I received:

“Aren’t you afraid?” “Yourealize youw’ll

never be'able to work in Sweden'

again.”” This, then, seems to be a book

that no'Swedish ‘publisher has dared -
to touch and so rather unusually for a
Swedish writer, her book is first pu- -
bhshed outside the countly in English.

4 Refuge in lies -

Norman has constructed a complex

plot mechanism, making the book as '

compelhng as'Swedish noir, except

* that the main overarching story here is
‘a true one of systematic sexual as-
saults against very young teenage girls '

taking ‘place .at a youth festival in
Stockholm over a period of 10 years,

. the news of which was blacked out by

the mainstream ' media because ‘it

would have been politically incorrect

- to tell the truth: that the perpetrators

were largely immigrant and refugee
boys.

Norman discusses at length the per-
versity of the Swedish mentality - the
‘innate ability of Swedes simultane-
ously to emphatically maintain:a mo¢
ral position while actively participat-
ing in its' violation’
internalized herd mentality * that
shunned difference and sought con-
sensus at all cost’. This is undergirded

and  ‘an!

by an extreme political correctness

and an ideal of equality that not only
hampers individuals from exploring

their individuality (the infamous ‘Law

of Jante — the Nordic social code of
egalitarian conformity’) but  also

makes it niear impossible for outsiders

to integrate into the society.

To investigate these particular mat-
ters deeper Norman employs two pa-
.tallel narratives — written like fiction,
with Capotesque dlalogues and dra-

CM
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Tough truths: An extreme polltucal correctness and an ldeal of equality make
it nearimpossible for outsiders to integrate into Swedish society.
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= Sweden’s Dark Soul: The Unravelling
of a Utopia

 Kajsa Norman
Hurst & Co..
1,825

matised scenes — through which she
does a spectacular job of bringing her
protagonists alive.

One strand is about an Armenian
movie buff, Samvel Arabekyan, who
worships Swedish film director Ing-
mar Bergman so’ much that he mi-
grates to Sweden and tries to become

‘Swedish, His albinism makes him

blonder than Swedes, and the ‘cold

" and the dark appeal to him. In Arme-

nia he is different, in Armenia he is
strange, ‘but perhaps in Scandinavia
he would fit'in... Only to be thrown

' out of the country after eight years, by

when he is so Swedish that even
Swedes find it hard to believe he’s a
foreigner.

Breaking news

The other is Chang Frick, a Swede -
from a community known as resande-
Jfolk, a subgroup of the Roma people or
‘gypsies’ who have been subjected to
racism and enforced sterilisations and
other atrocities through the 500 years

' they’ve been settled in Sweden.

At a'young age, Chang who is his
school’s svartskalle, or ‘black skull,” a

' derogatory Swedish term for people
with dark hair and brown eyes, de-

cides to prove his Swedlshness by
turning rightwing natlonalist. He
eventually starts a news website to
counter anti-right reporting, through
which he breaks the news of the me-

dia-blackout regarding the teenage
mass-molestation scandal.

‘Social engineering

Norman, intent on takmg apart Swe-

* den’s squeaky-clean i image, paints a

dirty ‘picture of ‘the country. She de-
scribes how its slave frade continued :
until long after countries such as the :
U.S. and the U.K. had banned it, the
19th century creation of a nationalistic !
discourse based on ahistorical notions i
largely grabbed out of thin air, the
founding of the world’s first Institute

, fore the Nazis came to power in Ger-

- of Racial Biology in Uppsala long be- ///

- many, and the ostensibly neutral Swe

den’s illicit support for Germam™
during WWII ‘ex

Then there are the various insidior "
aspects of the welfare state proje/"™®
 such as 20th century social enginee8!"
ing ‘to shape the individual, in ord@8"
to effect desired societal change’ a
cording to which ‘everything cou)w‘
‘and ought to be changed and meG
proved: how and what to eat, how i€
dress, how to make one’s bed, how pc
express oneself, how to structufc
relationships’.

Norman’s dismijssal of Sweden §€!
metimes feels one-sided. One cou”
_ for example, counter-argue that exd?€
sive conformism was necessary €
Sweden to. take the great social l' 9
from being a largely poor and uned
country in the 19th century to on®
the world’s richest and most egal’r 3
‘ian in the 20th. But then Norman 'Ot
concerned with the face of the co' cel
much as its flipside. ”

Her incisive study mesmexJs g
amazes, shocks occasionally, butV1S€
as a Swede, feel insulted by this 12!
ing takedown of the society I gret!b ¢
in? Well, call me a masochist, £iD$
find these verbal whiplashes re ploo
ing. This forthright book — not at 1t
biased and scurrilous as it may se| 1€
quoted out of context — will sure§Tot!
fle feathers among Sweden’s inte®W
tual ducks and create refreshing®: !
ples of debate in their shallow pocP




BOOKS in review

FTER the defeat of the

mutineers in 1857, the
reins of India passed from
the hands of the East India
Company to the British
Crown. The Queen’s Pro-
clamation of 1858, which
promised all subjects equal
treatment and admission
to government offices,
tried to establish the idea
of a benevolent monarchy.
It was an idea that was to
have a “profound impact
on Indian political discus-
sions”.

Interestingly, after
1876, Queen Victoria,
while remaining the

“Queen of England”, would
assume the title of
“Empress of India”. The
distinction was apparently
made on the basis of the
fact that while the United
Kingdom possessed a con-
stitutional government, its
rulein India was a despotic
one.

The Mortal God: Ima-
gining the Sovereign in Co-
lonial India by Milinda
Banerjee is a fascinating
exploration of the concept
of monarchy in India un-
der British rule, how the
colonial rulers used it for
their own ends and the key
role it played in shaping
the political thinking of In-
dians. The author also ex-

BY SUHRID SANKAR CHATTOPADHYAY

Milinda Banerjee

amines the - Indian
nationalist movement in
relation to the idea of sin-
gular rulership and the in-
spiration it derived from
the idea. It is, in fact, a
unique book that delves
deep into aspects of Indian
history that have mostly
been glossed over or, at
best, superficially touched
upon.

To establish a strong
centralised rule in India,

Lord Lytton (Viceroy from

18776 to 1880) had the idea
of earning the loyalty of In-
dian aristocrats by reward-
ing them with honours
without giving them any
real political power. The
British even made sure

“trated in a

Monarchy as -
model

The book explores i 1e idea of monarchy in
colonial India and its impact on nationalism.

' The Mortal God
Imagining the
Sovereign in
Colonial India

By Milinda
Banerjee
Cambridge
University Press
Pages: 435

Price: Rs.995

that the Indian princes did
not assume those emblems
or badges of royalty that
were exclusively the right of
the representative of the
Crown. “Ultimate author-
ity, including its symbolic
form, was to be concen-
sovereign
centre,” writes the author.
This concept of central-
ised power was further em-
phasised in the Durbar of
1903 —ashow of power and
grandeur to remind all sub-
jects of the region that they
were under the dominion
of a new and single sover-
eign. In this scheme of
power, the Viceroy himself,
as imagined by Lord
Curzon, would represent

‘sonal attributes

. Bengal,
‘known for its goddess-

both the justice of the royal
government and the “per-
of the
monarch”. But the pomp
and rulership as stamped
upon India was in evidence
100 years earlier, in 1803,
with the completion of the
grand official residence of
Governor General Lord
Wellesley in Calcutta (now
Kolkata).

The “vernacularising”
of the cult of the crown is
an important and interest-
ing feature in the study of
the concept of single ruler-
ship in colonial India and
its impact on the national-
ist movement. Even in the
early days of nationalism,
when the extreme loyalism -
of the zamindars was lam-
pooned in newspapers,
protest against exploita-
tion was often expressed
through a personalised ap-
peal to the British mon-
arch.

For example, in Girish
Ghosh’s play Hiraka Ju-
bilee, written on the occa-
sion of Queen Victoria’s
diamond jubilee, he says:
“Mother, turn your glance
towards your poor subjects
who cultivate the soil; we

are . without means,
without  wealth, and-
poor....” ;

The author observes
that Queen Victoria’s' ap-
peal rested in part on her
maternal  image. “In
traditionally

centred religiosity, Vic-
toria was often portrayed
as a quasi-divine figure,
compared, in some texts at
least, to Indian goddesses,”
writes Milinda Banerjee.
Atthe sametime, there was
this feeling, particularly
prevalent in Bengal, that
the British monarchy was a
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“fake kingship”. Many felt
that the visual majesty of
the monarchy as displayed
by the British was empty of
real content as the rulers
did not have any real love
for Indians.

In fact, many national-
ists from Bengal felt that
while precolonial rulers, in
spite of their hierarchical

forms of authority, at least

tried to integrate the ruled
into the framework of
power through acts of gen-
erosity, the British simply
exploited the ruled and de-
liberately kept them out of
decision-making. “...this
critique generated new
discourses on kingship as
well, which sought to
counter models of indus-
trial exploitation with
normative expectations of
monarchic rule. Thus,
while reflecting on the visit
of the Prince of Wales to
India in 1905-06, Ra-
bindranath Tagore denied
that there was any true raja
in British India. Rather,
British rule expressed the
power of one nation over
another,” says Milinda
Banerjee.

Mahatma Gandhi and
Lala Lajpat Rai held views
similar to Tagore’s. In
1910, Gandhi suggested

that it would be better for .

India to be ruled by a Brit-
ishkingrather than the en-
tire British people as “the
tyranny perpetrated upon
apeople in the name of the
people was more danger
than the atrocities com-
mitted by one individual”.

PRINCELY STATES

One of the most enlighten-
ing parts of The Mortal
God is where Milinda
Banerjee explores how the
princely states in the late
19th and 20th centuries
provided Indian reformers
“new grammars of imagin-

K. MURALI KUMAR

THE STATUE OF QUEEN ViCTORIA at Cubbon
Park, Bengaluru, in 2014. After 1876, she assumed the
title of “Empress of India”. '

ing national rulership,
charismatic and paternal-
ist governance, political
theologies of monistic sov-
ereignty and economy, as
well as-idioms of progress
and civilisation”. He points
out that while there has

been extensive work on the -

socio-economic and polit-
ical history of the princely
states, and their relation-
ship with the British ad-
ministration, there has
been relatively little re-
search on the “discursive
impact of princely govern-
ments on Indian intellec-
tuals and politicians who
operated from (non-
princely) British India”.

In his attempt to ad-
dress this gap in academic

research, Milinda Baner-

jee makes two case studies,
the princely states of
Tripura and Cooch Behar
and two of the greatest
minds of that age intim-
ately associated with the
two states: Tagore with
Tripura and the social re-
former Keshub Chandra
Sen with Cooch Behar.
Sen, who had given his
daughter away in marriage
to Nripendra Narayan, the
maharajah of Cooch Be-
har, regarded the institu-
tion of monarchy as vital to
his reform programme.
“He found the princely
states inspirational for the
manner in which the sub-
ject there showed an en-
thusiastic outburst of

genuine sentiment and
personal attachment for
the sovereign,” writes
Milinda Banerjee. Sen, it
must be remembered, had
even met Queen Victoria
and Princess Louise in
1870 in a private interview
during which he discussed

his social reform policies in

India and the subject of
women’s education. “The
impact of this meeting was
quite momentous in terms
of moulding Keshub’s
ideology,” says Milinda
Banerjee.

The Tagore family’s
links with the princes of
Tripura date back to the
time of Rabindranath’s
grandfather Dwarkanath
Tagore, but the relation-
ship between the two fam-
ilies was closest during the
friendship of  Ra-
bindranath with Raja
Birchandra Manikya
(reign 1862-1896). Three
important works of Ra-
bindranath Tagore—
Mukuta (1885), Rajarshi
(around 1885), and Visar-
Jana (1890)—were directly
influenced by his associ-
ation with the royal family
‘of Tripura. “Rabindranath
Tagore’s world view clearly
resembled British colonial
perspectives, in terms of
regarding a strong male
monarch as essential to
maintaining a kingdom’s
security and protecting its
borders. But he added to
that an indigenising vision
of national, social and
moral reform,” says Baner-
jee. The fact that Ra-
bindranath Tagore
idealised the relationship
between social reformers
and princes is made very
clear in Rajarshi (“The
Sage Prince”).

It must be borne in
mind that many Indian
nationalists of the time
were attracted by the idea

-
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of “indigenous sover-
eignty” that the princely
states seemed to promise
and often sought alliances
with the rulers in order to

implement their pro-
grammes of national
uplift.

Interestingly, as

Milinda Banerjee points
out, the model of mon-
archy was at once rejected
and dialectically appropri-
ated by a large number of
Indian intellectuals and
politicians who “imagined
national sovereignty
through concepts and ce-
remonies relating to singu-
lar rulership”. Rulers from
Indian history and legends
were hailed in public meet-
ings, referred to and celeb-
rated in literature and
songs and even discoursed
in political essays. Several
international events, in-
cluding the unification of

SURENDRANATH
BAMNERJEA, one of
India’s most prominent
nationalist leaders. In
1906, at the height of the
Swadeshi movement, he
tried to have himself
anointed and crowned.

Germany and Italy in the
1860s and 1870s and the
victory of Japan over Rus-
sia in the Russo-Japanese
war (1904-05), apparently
heighted the attraction of a
national monarch among

WIKIPEDIA

the Indians. The author
cites a unique instance in
India’s colonial history
when Surendranath
Banerjea, one of India’s
most prominent national-
ist leaders, tried to have
himself anointed and
crowned in 1906 at the
height of the Swadeshi
movement. Milinda
Banerjee observes that
though no analysis of this
attempted coronation was
ever foregrounded in aca-

* demic scholarship, the in-

cident showed the “limits
of kingly discourses in
practical  instantiation”.
What was more important
was the representation of
singular rulership, not the
practical aspect of it.
Across the late 1900s
and 1910s, the author says,
precolonial Indian rulers,
such as Rana Pratap and
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maha-

THE HINDU ARCHIVES

A DEPICTION OF the Delhi Durbar in 1903. The durbar was a show of power and
grandeur to remind all subjects of the region that they were under the dominion of a new
and single sovereign.

' governance

(S

raj, and anti-British rulers,
such as Sirajuddaulah and
Bahadur Shah Zafar, “were
ubiquitous in seditious
pamphlets which were cir-
culated in militant revolu-
tionary circles and among
the general public in
Bengal”.

Milinda Banerjee does
not overlook the fact that
in Indian nationalist dis-
courses, not just the kings
but also the queens of In-
dian history were con-
ceived as symbols of nation
construction. He observes
that there were essentially
two ways that queens were
imagined: benevolent
motherly figures such as
Jijabai Shahaji Bhonsale
and Rani Ahilyabai Holkar
or fierce Hindu Goddesses
such as Lakshmibai of
Jhansi and Chand Bibi.
“The Indian nation itself
was imagined as a regal
goddess, Bharat Mata,” he
points out.

An interesting aspect
of the book is its focus on
peasant and tribal politics
and their contribution in
“collectivising and demo-
cratising notions of ruler-
ship, divinity, and
sovereignty in twentieth
century India”. The author.
makes a study of those
peasant and tribal groups
that while demanding self-
claimed to
have royal origins and de-

:scribed themselves as des-

cendants of Kshatriya
kings. He draws attention
to the recent movement for
a separate state of Greater
Cooch Behar where pro-
testers were seen carrying
pictures of King Nripendra
Narayan. And so, like in
the days of the British rule,
people were demanding
autonomous political ex-
istence in the name of an
erstwhile king as recently
as in 2016. O
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“fake kingship”. Many felt
that the visual majesty of
the monarchy as displayed
by the British was empty of
real content as the rulers
did not have any real love
for Indians.

In fact, many national-
ists from Bengal felt that
while precolonial rulers, in
spite of their hierarchical

~ forms of authority, at least -

tried to integrate the ruled
into the framework of
power through acts of gen-
erosity, the British simply
exploited the ruled and de-
liberately kept them out of
decision-making. “...this
critique generated new
discourses on kingship as
well, which sought to
counter models of indus-
trial exploitation with
normative expectations of
monarchic rule. Thus,
while reflecting on the visit
of the Prince of Wales to
India in 1905-06, Ra-
bindranath Tagore denied
that there was any true raja
in British India. Rather,
British rule expressed the
power of one nation over

_another,” says Milinda
Banerjee. -

Mahatma Gandhi and
Lala Lajpat Rai held views
similar to Tagore’s. In
1910, Gandhi suggested
that it would be better for
India to be ruled by a Brit-
ishking rather than the en-

~ tire British people as “the
tyranny perpetrated upon
a people in the name of the
people was more danger
than the atrocities com-
mitted by one individual”.

PRINCELY STATES

One of the most enlighten-
ing parts of The Mortal
God
Banerjee explores how the
princely states in the late
19th and 20th centuries
provided Indian reformers
“new grammars of imagin-

is where Milinda

THE STATUE OF GUEEN VICTORIA at Cubbon

|

K. MURALI KUMAR

Park, Bengaluru, in 2014. After\1876, she assumed the

title of “Empress of India”.

ing national rulership,
charismatic and paternal-
ist governance, political
theologies of monistic sov-
ereignty and economy, as
well as idioms of progress
and civilisation”. He points
out that while there has
been extensive work on the
socio-economic and polit-
ical history of the princely
states, and their relation-
ship with the British ad-
ministration, there has
been relatively little re-
search on the “discursive
impact of princely govern-
ments on Indian intellec-
tuals and politicians who
operated from (non-
princely) British India”.
In his attempt to ad-
dress this gap in academic

\
\
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research, Milinda Baner-
jee makes two case studies,
the princely states of
Tripura and Cooch Behar
and two of the greatest
minds of that age intim-
ately associated with the

two states: Tagore with

Tripura and the social re-
former Keshub Chandra
Sen with Cooch Behar.
Sen, who had given his
daughter away in marriage
to Nripendra Narayan, the
maharajah of Cooch Be-
har, regarded the institu-
tion of monarchy as vital to
his reform programme.
“He found the princely
states inspirational for the
manner in which the sub-
ject there showed an en-
thusiastic  outburst of

genuine sentiment and
personal attachment for
the sovereign,” writes
Milinda Banerjee. Sen, it
must be remembered, had
even met Queen Victoria
and Princess Louise in
1870 in a private interview
during which he discussed
his social reform policies in
India and the subject of
women’s education. “The
impact of this meeting was
quite momentous in terms
of moulding Xeshub’s
ideology,” says Milinda
Banerjee.

The Tagore family’s
links with the princes of
Tripura date back to the
time of Rabindranath’s
grandfather Dwarkanath
Tagore, but the relation-
ship between the two fam-
ilies was closest during the
friendship of Ra-
bindranath with Raja
Birchandra Manikya
(reign 1862-1896). Three
important works of Ra-
bindranath Tagore—
Mukuta (1885), Rajarshi
(around 1885), and Visar-
Jana (1890)—were directly
influenced by his associ-
ation with the royal family
of Tripura. “Rabindranath
Tagore’s world view clearly
resembled British colonial
perspectives, in terms of
regarding a strong male
monarch as essential to-
maintaining a kingdom’s
security and protecting its
borders. But he added to
that an indigenising vision
of national, social and
moral reform,” says Baner-
jee. The fact that Ra-
bindranath Tagore
idealised the relationship
between social reformers
and princes is made very
clear in Rajarshi (“The
Sage Prince”).

It must be borne in
mind that many Indian
nationalists of the time
were attracted by the idea
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0 first Indians

L]

DNA analysis helps us understand who our ancestors were and how they 1001<ed

TONY JOSEPH

Early Indians draws from a fascina-

tion with the Harappan civilisation:
“Who were the people who built the

" largest civilisation of their time, and

where did they go?” This' specific

question leads to others, and the

scope of the research on India’s pre:
history expands from finding out
who the Harappans were to how In-
dians came to be. Somewhere along
the way, it also becomes. clear that

the most important revelations are |

emerging from the new field of popu-
lation genetics, thanks to analysis of
DNA extracted from individuals who
lived tens of thousands of years ago.
An extract:

When the first group of modern
humans walked into India, perhaps:

no more than a few hundred people

in groups of twenty or twenty-five,
trekking all the way from the Arabian
peninsula over hundreds of years or
perhaps even a thousand or more
years, did they have a cosmology of
their own that tried to explain the in-
explicable? And did they have any in-
kling that they were entering a spe-
cial place that more than a billion of
their descendants would one day call
their home? We are unlikely to ever
know the answers to such questions,
but there are other questions that we
can crack with the technology and

-+material ‘evidence that we have.:

Questions such as: when they en-
tered India, were they walking into a

country-that they had all to them-!

selves — like the first modern humans
in Australia or the Americas - or did
they have competition in the form of
other members of the Homo species,

like in the Levant and Arabia? Did
they tangle with each other? Or did
they tango? Did our ancestors drive

the others to extinction? Did they

bring ‘advanced technology — like.

bows and arrows and spears — or did -
" they come with just a Middle Palaeo-

lithic stone toolkit of scrapers, axes

‘and 'sharp flakes that could be used *

as blades? And, of course, what did
they look like? Do we have their di-

rect' descendants among 'us today?
How big a brood have they left be--

"Today s Onge are as distant chronologically from the first mlgrants as any of
us.” Former Prime Minister Indira Gandhi with the Onge in Hut Bay in Little’
Andaman in March 1981, =pREss INFORMATION BUREAU

hind? .Where can we find them?

The Onge

Let us start with the most tangible
question first. What did they look
like? We know that the Onge in the

" Andaman Islands are descendants of

the original Out of Africa migrants
who may have mixed less with other
groups. But does that mean the First
Indians looked - like them? That
would be stretching things too far.
Today’s Onge are as distant chron-
ologically from the first migrants as

*any of us. This is such'an obvious

truth that it shouldn’t be necessary
to say it. But it is surprising how often
our mind plays tricks with us. For ex-
ample, when we think of the earliest
modern humans, say, those who ex-
isted 300,000 years ago, our mental
picture of them may resemble: to-
day’s Africans. But this is an ill-con-

ceived idea. The Africans of today are -

exactly as removed from the earliest
modern humans as we are and have

gone through similar levels of muta-
tion and change as the rest of human-

ity. They are no closer to the early

- Early Indians:
The Story of
- Our

Ancestors
And Where

'We Came
From .
Tony Joseph
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modern humans than we are. Muta-

tions can change the colour of the

skin, the shape of the nose, the tex- -
_ture of the hair, or the slant of the eye

- not to speak of such things as the
ability to survive at high altitudes (Ti-

long (the Bajau people of south-east
Asia).

Drift and selection
Similarly, in the case of the Onge too,

60,000 or 65,000 years is a long -
time for mutations to have done their
work, and also for drift and selection

pressures to have winnowed the ge-
netic field. What is drift and selec-

" tion? Genetic drift is' the phrase ge-
| Deticists

‘use to . describe

;)
o

Juggernaut -

the

| tendency of small sequestered popu-

lations to have declining genetic di-
versity over time. The principle is
simple. In every generation, there is

- a chance that the last person carry-
_ing a particular genetic variation may
. die without leaving an heir. In a large

population, the chances of any single

/genetic variation dwindling down to
, having just one last representative is
w . lowand, therefore, the effect of drift

- will be less too. In other words, small

populations are likely to\lose enough

diversity ‘over ‘time and become . :

more homogeneous - or rather, drift

*towards a uniform genetic standard.

So in a given time, drift alone could
make a small population look very
different from how they used to look.

The word ‘selection’, on the other

ment or the social environment or

- 'sexual preferences lending greater
‘genetic success to some traits or mu-
‘tations and less success:to others,

/ thus shaping the evolution of a popu-

lation in a particular way. So it is
highly likely that because of all these

{ —mutations, drift and selection - the
“H’ . Onge today look quite different from

what the First Indians looked like.

* (This is precisely the process — muta-

tion, drift and selection — that makes

- different population groups separat-

ed by distance or other geographical
barriers grow genetically distinct ov-
er time.)

* Until we find awell preserved ske-
leton from some 65,000 years ago
that we can use to reconstruct the
faces of the first migrants, we have
only one other, suboptimal .option:

' look for ancient skeletons of modern

humans from other regions: And we

do have one from the Skhul cave of ’M
Israel, although it is dated much ear-- ™
lier, between 80,000 and 120,000

years ago. It is the skeleton of a fe-

‘male modern human, and the recon-
- structed face shows a person we can
betans) or to stay underwater for

easily identify with, but with some

. dlstmct differences. Of course, we
"have no idea what level of dlfference :

existed among modern humans in

‘different parts of Africa and the Le-

vant over 80,000 years ago. It is pos-
sible that the people who moved into

“the Arabian peninsula’ (who would

eventually reach south Asia) looke
quite different from those who t'
into the Levant.

‘'Extracted with permission from hur.

“hand, alludes to the essential process
'~ of evolution - the physical environ-

4(“*.




Against the grain

A reminder of the perils in following the herd. -

ANURADHA RAMAN

trange are the times we
live in when we require a
manifesto for espousing liber-
al values. And stranger are the
times if we have to' explain
why we choose to be aliberal

and defend our views. For too
' long, we. had' taken many

: man. Or,
someone from a different,

things for granted, including

 the right to be neither Right

or Left, so much so, that all it

required was someone to tap
into our deeply embedded
anxieties and insecurities, pit-

ting one against the Other. So-

rhetimes, the Other is a wo-
a Muslim. Or

caste. Or someone who eats
differently or, shall we say,
meat. Or simply, someone

. who does not follow the herd,

or, as ‘the author Sagarika
_Ghose, writes in the book, the
dominating majority collec-

-tive.

Just a few years ago, it was
kind of alright to be liberal. It

was okay too if you did not fly .
" flags on 207 feet tall flag masts

from university buildings or

® Why | Am A Liberal: A

‘Manifesto for Indians Who
Believe in Individual
Freedom

Sagarika Ghose.
Penguin/ Viking
¥599 ‘

sing the national anthem
when ordered. It was okay to
question the government
and, in turn, be prepared to

. be questioned by it. Not any-

more. There is a faceless army
that stands with the govern-
ment today ordering people

' to be wedded to it. The go-*

vernment’s tacit approval of
the mob gives it strength as it

grows in numbers. To be wed- "
ded to the mob is to be intole- -

rant of the Other. Hence a ma-
nifesto. An appeal to' the
human in man. An appeal to
reasoning. An appeal, that we

o i

/
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‘may differ, at time, virulently,
but that’s.okay.

Why I am Liberal is about
cautioning - the  individual
against the collective. It is a

_ reminder of how embedded
the notion of liberal tradition

was to Indians. Above all, the

book is a reminder of the pe- , :

rils in following the herd for

¢he libezal thinker, the liberal . :

Hindu, the liberal patriot, the

liberal dissenter and the liber-

al woman who together form
the chapters of the book.

The liberal Hindu is pitted
against a nameless mob that
claims to represent all Hin-
dus.. The nameless’ mob
which includes men and wo-

" men wants a movie banned

for misrepresenting them;

~and kills people for eating
" beef. Why should the mob de-

fine itself according to its ene-
mies is the question the auth-

or asks. It is a book that delves~ :

deep into the past to hold up a

mirtor to the present. The

book, a manifesto, could easi-

ly have been a requiem for the

liberal! ,
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Heredia locates Nandy in the purported, but arguably
spurious division between academics and activism.
T.N. Madan honours our academic rebel by revisiting
the work of M.N. Srinivas. And finally, Ananya Vajpeyi
authors a delightful piece on Ashis Nandy’s love of
music.

Some of the most creative minds in intellectual
circles admire Ashis Nandy and see in him a guide for
negotiating a world thatis both unpredictable and fright-
ening. Yet his belief in the ability of Indians to live
together in a certain degree of harmony, in abstrac-
tion from a toxic political context, is both touching and
Utopian. His faith in the capacity of human beings to
show compassionand love is equally moving, given that
today Indian citizens either lynch the vulnerable, or stand
around filming the repulsive act on their mobiles. And
other fellow citizens consume the dissemination of
revolting violence on the social media. We can excavate
the strengths of our culture to help us live a good life.
Still a good life can only be led in a good society, and
goodsocieties are forged through political contestation.
We must be dissenters, but we also must understand
the limits of dissent in a society that has abdicated its
claims to tolerance. The context of culture is, after all,
politics, which is occasionally creative, often unbear-
ablyugly,and more often than notunpredictable, chancy
and contingent.

_ Neera Chandhoke
Former Professor of Political Science,
DelhiUniversity

‘/I'GASPORIC LANDS: Tibetan Refugees and

their Transformation Since the Exodus by
Sudeep Basu (with a foreword by Samir Kumar
Das). Orient Blackswan, New Delhi, 2018.

Sudeep Basu’s book In Diasporic Lands: Tibetan
Refugees and their Transformation Since the Exo-
dus sets out to examine and present the multilayered
dynamics in the lives of people in exile, and how they
individually and as acollective engage in ‘wayfinding’
inalienurban lands and make meaning out of their lives
anew. The study contributes to showing new perspec-
tives in the almost banal, forced migration studies.
Basu’sbook shows rays of possibilities in engaging and
injecting intelligent conversations between theory and
the field, and in doing,so he unearths a rich socio-
ethnohistographic account of communities in the trans-
Himalayas, who over the decades due tomultiple factors
have been compelled to move beyond their traditional
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settings and engage with vexed notions of ‘home’,
‘place’, “lives’, and ‘being themselves’ (‘being Tibet-
ans’/‘Tibetanness’). The book in this sense injects
fresh vigour into the dry documentation exercise of
‘forced migration studies’ in India, South Asia. The
book comprises seven chapters and a postscript that
has been previously published in various journals and
as achapter in edited volumes.

Chapter 1, Tibetans as Refugee Diasporas and
Chapter 3, The Tibetan Excilic Paradigm opens up a
panoramic encapsulative reading of the Tibetan peo-
pleinexilein Darjeeling, India. These chapters bring to
the fore the contested nature of the host territory (vis-
a-vis the protracted Gorkhaland imbroglio in the state

.of West Bengal) and the heterogeneity of the hege-

monicresidentidentity, namely the Gorkha identity.
Chapter4, The Tibetan Question: A Reappraisal,
in various ways question policy postures and policy
overtures, projected imageries relating to the Tibetan
refugee in India, Nepal and elsewhere. The chapter
dabbles with ahighly contentious gaze of the westerner
vis-a-vis the Chinese gaze on issues like the represen-
tational issue of the Dalai Lama (pp. 80-82), or the
image ofthe Tibetans as ‘intrinsically non-violent peo-

- ple’(p.77),or ‘what constitutes ‘Tibet’ (pp. 82-90), con-

tested histories, conflicting histories of the region
from Trison Detsen to the 1959 Revolt (pp. 92-106).
This chapter is the strongest part of the study in terms
of spanning the historical kaleidoscope and vexed
ethnicities that it engages with to revisit and contex-
tualize the contemporary excilic Tibetan people living
and torn between global and local callings. The chap-
ter augments the notion of ‘ethnosymbolism’ in exile
and how a multiversal and seeming polarized notions
of ‘being Tibetan’ in diaspora and contested frames of
Tibetanness, becomes a meaningful engagement for
those ‘far fromhome’ and trying to find ahome in them-
selves, or in other words ‘taking their home with and
withinthemselves’. ‘

The fifth chapter, Organising for Exile; chapter 6,
Preservation, Integration and the Pragmatics of
Diasporic Identity and chapter 7, Dwelling and
Movement in Exile follows the preceding chapter,
and provides a description of the ‘home making’ and-
multiversal ‘organizing exercise’ asalived experience
of the Tibetans in India. The ingenious negotiations
of ‘wayfinding’ and circumventing the perplexed state
of ‘beinghomeless’, ‘refugeeness’, possible ‘repatria-
tions’ and ‘homing practices’ are documented in
these chapters through Basu’s discussions of the pre-
excilic Tibetan hosts, the Bhutias in Darjeeling town

ey




(pp-201-213). The three chapters contribute effectively
to a sociological understanding of ‘home and the out-
side’ inthe context of refugees orthose in the diaspora.

The Postscript: A Mediatising Tibetan Diaspora
and Beyond ganders the unsettledness of identities and
the predicament of belonging and detachment among
the Tibetans in Darjeeling and by way of extension to
all Tibetans in the diaspora. The unsettledness of iden-
tity formation and evolution unleashes exasperations
and insatiable aspirations of becoming at multiversal
spaces from real to virtual. The virtualization of the
diaspora Tibetan (pp. 216-219) provides a space for the
disparate Tibetan communities to reconnect, reinvent
andreconfigure their indelible yearning and nostal gia
forthe ‘losthome’(i.e., Lasha, Tibet) and create ‘newer
homes’ (i.e., ‘Little Tibets’) in unusual geographies
from Nepal, India, America to elsewhere. As Samir
Kumar Das notes in the Foreword: ‘The Tibetans are
not globalnomads... Tibetan refugees of Darjeeling or
elsewhere are at home in Darjeeling. Theirs is not a
celebration ofhomelessness, butrather the celebration
ofmaking the outside theirhome. Butto the extent they
develop relationships with multiple homes, the singu-
larity of home back in Tibet disappears, making room
formovements across many homes’ (p. XVii).

The book unsettles our notions of fixities of
identities and reaffirms the understanding that ‘we
endlessly choose to become something new’ and in
doing so skilfully put the rhythm of connectivities into
motionamong the disparate Tibetans in diaspora.

The methodological improvisations/innovations
(chapter 2, Methodology and Imperatives in Refugee
Research) creatively crafted by the author in the field
and the bibliography is undoubtedly a treasure trove for
future academic engagements. The innovative seam-
ing of multiple methods gives flesh to the dry study of
refugees as mere digits and brings to the reader a pic-
ture of the refugee as a vibrant subject, one oozing
with the colourful radiance of ‘live worlds’ (for ins-
tance, chapter 7, Dwelling and Movement in Exile,
pp. 200-203, 205). A sectional discussion dedicated
to Tibetan Muslims and their ways of enduring
‘Muslimness’ and Islam while being ‘Tibetan’ could
have augmented the work further. This collection should
interest students, research scholars, policy makers and
implementers, activists, lawyers and those interested
inthe trans-Himalayas. '

Anup Shekhar Chakraborty
Assistant Professor, Netaji Institute for
— Asian Studies, Kolkata
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BOOK REVIEW
ANTHROPOLOGY AND and opportunities in tribal development. r
TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT His paper is based on a case study among

Editors: Subir Biswas and Abhijit
Das

Publisher: " Publishers
Company (P) Ltd. New Delhi: 2018,
ISBN: 13:978-93-86682-40-6 (Hard
Bound), Pages-Viii + 195

Concept

Price: Rs.800/-

Tribal population in India that

constitute 8.08 percent of the total

population of the country as per 2011

census forms an important and ancient .

segments  of population in India.

Anthropology since its beginning as a
scientific discipline primarily focuses its
tribal and its

attention - on studies

development. ~ Even  today tribal
development is a subject of study with
field of

anthropology and other branches of social

utmost relevance in the
sciences. The present edited book is the
compilation of ten articles presented in the
National Seminar on “Anthropology,
Tribal Policies and Tribal Development in
India”organized by the West Bengal State
University, Barasat during 21% to 22™

March, 2016. |

In the first article Suman

Chakrabarty discussed about the barriers

the Rava. Exactly 85% of his sample is
Christianizedv Rava (officially  spelt as
Rabha). But in his paper impact of
Christianity on the developmental aspect
has not been discussed. The author
claimed that there is more than 65% of
Rava borrow drinking water from tube
well. But our knowledge on the rural areas
reveals that most of the rural people
borrow drinking water from hand pump
and not from tube well in which
underground water is lifted through a
suction pump. In this regard it is also to be
stated that according to the author t more
than 91% of the household do not have
irrigétion facility at the cultivable land.
Hence the chance of borrowing of
drinking water of about 2/3™ Rava
population from tube well is remote. In
the reference, Census of India 2001 and
7011 are written. However, for a scientific

paper reader expect full reference.

In the second paper, Rangya
Gachui discussed about education and
development among the Tangkhul Naga
tribe of Manipur. The author is of opinion
that culture and social change was brought
by the Christian missionaries in the
Tangkhul Naga society. The author also
after quoting Nuh 1986 concluded that
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American missionaries liberated them
from the bondage of darkness and brought
them in the era of civilization as good as
the rest of the world. However, the present
reviewer is of opinion that the paper
ignores the cultural excellence and
creativity of the Tangkhul Nagar society.
In the third paper, Amlan Kanti Ray and
Binod Kumar Singh discussed about
ethnographic way of understanding social
landscape from the Bharia, Baiga, Kol and
Gond of Patalkot and Amarakantak area.
The author concluded that objective of
tribal development is a massive one and it
demands a kind of cérebral elasticity to
meet the vast well of the outcomes of
tribal development in relation to each
tribal people and community. Sampa Das
on the basis of her study on Ballipara
village of Birbhum district of West
Bengal discussed about socio-economic
growth through woman education. She
concluded that women education is the
first stage of development which in turn
raises the social position of the Santal
women. Suman Das and Suchismita Sen
Chowdhury in their i)aper highlighted
influence of occupational change on the
cultural tradition of the Lohra community
of Jalpaiguri and Purulia district of West
Bengal. The author concluded that trend

of education among the Lohra is better in

the tea garden areas of Jalpaiguri due to
impact of Christianity than that of Purulia
where they‘still practice traditional way 6f
life and Hinduism. In Purulia influence of
existed

traditional panchayat is still

among the Lohars.

Ananya Chandra and Sanjay
Basu described their findings on the basis
of their case study on the tribal self help
groups under LAMPS. Their findings give
some interesting findings like there are
more number of female accounts than
male accounts in the LAMPS as the
females are economically much active and
they grow the habit of savings small
accounts from their earnings in order to
utilize the same at times of necessity.
They concluded the paper by saying that
progressive generation grows thrift habit
which would imprové the quality of life of
the tribal people. Biswajit Parida in his
paper discussed about the Kalinga Nagar
Industrial Estate in Odisha along with the
impact of the said industrial estate on the
socio cultural life of the tribal people.
Finally, the author also analyzed change
in the livelihood pattern of the tribal
people due to the establishment of
Kalinga Nagar Tata Steel Plant. The
author finally concluded policy pertaining
to Development Induced Displacement
and Resettlement (DIDR) of the tribal

people is not specially visible.

Soumyajit Das and Suchismita

Sen Chowdury in their paper stated about




the lifestyle of the Dukpas, a subgroup of
the Bhutia. One of the major findings of
their paper is the fact that Dukpas living
in one of the location becoming as
modernized and empowered like any other
surrounding communities. On the other
hand Dukpas, a little known community
residing in other location still holding
traditional way of life and they remain
isolated from all other communities. In the
penultimate paper‘ of the volume under
~ review Debasis Mandal discussed how

media broadly performs its function in

social and political spheres of tribal

livelihood in eight villages of Birbhum
district of West Bengal. The author also

argued that media promotes the idea of

self reliance and transform social status of
the tribal group in many Wways. Media
shows the importance of the tribal
communities for nation building and
encourages them to cooperate actively
towards national development. In the last
paper Munshi Ismotara discussed role of
social media for tribal development. The
author has discussed case study among the
tribal of Bolpur in Birbhun district of
West Bengal and observed that social
media empowers the tribal people and is

an instrumental for their development.

In short the book under review is
successfully reestablishing relevance of
anthropolog); in the domain of

development, policies and welfare
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measures. All the papers are presented in
a uniform model. Editors deserve a
sincere appreciation for the same.
However, the book is devoid of any
introduction or short summary of the
papers presented in the book under
review. Moreover, total number of tribal
communities in the country as mentioned
in this volume needs to be checked as the
number is much higher than the number of
coMunities stated in the preface and
acknowledgement section of the book
under review. Some of the references are
cited in the text portion of the preface and
acknowledgement without full reference
after the section of preface and
acknowledgement. The book needs more

careful editing.

In spite of few shortcomings the
book would be immensely helpful for
students, scholars and policy makers to
understand multidimensional facets of
tribal development. Editors of the volume
and publisher M/s Concept Publishers
Company (P) Ltd. deserve spécial
appreciation  for publishing such an
important book in a most impressive
manner.

TilakBagchi
Assistant Keeper

Anthropological Survey of India
Western Regional Centre

Pratap Nagar, Udaipur (Rajasthan)
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TRIBAL DEVELOPMENT
AND INCLUSIVE POLICY

Editor: Nupur Tiwari

Publisher: Publishers
Company (P) Ltd. New Delhi: 2018,
ISBN: 13:978-93-86682-20-8 (Hard
Bound), Pages-xxi + 194,

Concept

Price: Rs.750/-

The edited book under review is
the outcome of a two day national
consultation on “Repositioning Tribal
Question for Public Policy “organized by
the Indian  Institute of  Public
Administration, New Delhi on 19" and
20™ March, 2014. From the preface and
acknowledgement it is revealed that the
consultation was called to holistically
reassess the issues pertaining to tribal
rights and bring to light the issues and

concern of the tribal areas to shape a

viable, vibrant and sustainable policy

papers for future action. The present

volume has fulfilled the said objective to a
large extent. The book under review is
comprised of eleven articles, one
introduction and a scholarly foreword of

Shri Nand Kumar Sai, Chairperson,

Moo cond /(J;,(e/ yol- vy o 3=y :fuﬂ; _yoc

and policies enacted for the protection of
the adivasis (tribes) have not been
implemented primarily due to the wrong
development policies adopted by the
states which have tended to strengthen
rather than weaken the political and
economic power of the non tribal vis-a-vis
the tribal. He also pointed out that
sustained grievances have been cropped
out about consistent ignorance by the
development  drivers regarding the
injustice and policy for future since
Independence. Against the backdrop of
the above the book is an important and
welcome documentation on various issues

related to tribal development, problem and

their welfare.

In the first article titled

“Development Tribal

Areas: LWE and PESA”, Nupur Tiwari

Challenges in

deals with history of tribal exploitation
and alienation and subsequent genesis and
growth of Naxalite movement. However,
the author had not mentioned about the
Naxalbari, in Darjeeling district of West
Bengal, the seedbed of Naxalite, LWE or

Maoist movement in India. Naxalites

present themselves as defenders of the
National Commission for Scheduled ‘

poor and marginalised people
Tribes, Government of India. Shri Sai s

capitalize their discontent. Their o

—38 -

very rightly observed that various laws




can be branded as an unconventional
warfare against the state. To address tribal
discontent the Bhuria Committee was
constituted in 1994. On the basis of the
report of Bhuria Committee the PESA
(Panchayaf Extension to Scheduled Area)
Act was enacted in Parliament in 1996
with an_objective to protect the tribal
communities from exploitative practices
by creating a bigger role for the Gram
Sabha. The author critically evaluating

PESA Act under the backdrop of the

functioning of LWE and the author

stressed the need for effective functioning

of the Gram Sabha to redress tribal -

discontent. In the second paper, Gunajit
Sharma tried to show role of food
processing industry on the socio economic
upliftment and development of BTAD
(Bodoland Territorial Area District) of
Assam. Author firmly believed that food
processing  industry would eradicatg
unemployment problem, rate of poverty,
under utilization of natural resources in
BTAD area. In the third paper, Ashima
Srivastava discussed about the socio

economic profile of the tribal population

in India. She argued that Twelve Five

Year plan document shows that incidence
of poverty is most alarming among the

scheduled tribes among all social groups.
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Though efforts have been made through
tril;al sub -plan and other programmes gap
still exist between tribal and non tribal
population. She finally concluded that
general welfare schemes and programmes
can be quite helpful for addressing the

problem.

In the fourth paper, S.C Roy
discussed about way of empowering tribal
communities through the protection of
their tribal traditional knowledge system.
effort for

There is hardly any

documentation of = their indigenous
knowledge. It covers medicinal herbs,
cultural heritage, tribal system of ethno-
medicines, dance and so on. Tribal dance
has been copied by film industry. ‘The
has also discussed regarding

and PESA

paper
constitutional  protection
provision for the tribal. Inthe fifth paper
B.N Kamble seeks to étudy effectiveness
of the development programmes for .the
scheduled tribes in Maharastra. The
analysis of the effectiveness of the
programme is broadly organized into four
heads according to the spirit of the
economic

programme  viz  sociuo

condition, educational

poverty,
development and impact of development
programme. In the sixth paper, Shankar
Tadwal and Rahul Banerjee studied the

activity of Bhil adivasi mass organization
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namely the Adivasi Ekta Pariushad (AEP)
in Western India. Authors argued that
AEP have worked on the tradionally rich
tribal cultural heritage to target a new
assertive identity for themselves. The
organization helps the tribal to negotiate
the economic and

complex social,

political milieu of modern liberal
democracy and have in this process
developed an alternative framework for
equitable and sustainable development.
The present reviewer however felt that
AEP has virtually- no role for the
development of the Bhils in Rajasthan in
general and South Rajasthan in particular.
On the contrary Bhil Samaj Vikas Samiti,
Vanvasi Kalyan Parishad and such other
organization headed by the Bhils of
Rajasthan has made valuable services for
the social reform and development of the
Bhils of Rajasthan and Gujarat which is a
part of Western India in a big and
impressive manner. In the seventh treaties
of the volume under review Ramya
Ranjan Patel dealt with environmental
degradation of as an inherent‘ part of
economic development as envisaged
among the tribal population of Odisha.
The author strongly advocates that tribal
agricultural technology and practice has
the potential of promoting development

and reduction of poverty with true spirit of

idea of sustainability without any damage

in the environment.

In the eight chapter, Satyam
Sunkari made an attempt to understand
the forest policies and people specially
tribal people oriented community forestry
programme of Andhra Pradesh and its
effectiveness with regard to changing
programme of forest ~and forest
development in the state of Andhra
Pradesh. In the rninth . chapter,
Sthitapragyan Ray tried to highlight
dialectical in_ference between the tribal
population and protected areas mediated
through main intervening  factors
including composition of affected people,
historicity and geography of project,
political ideology of the stake holders,
articulation and mobilization of the
interest of the States. The author has
documented protest movement of the
tribal and other forest dwellers affected by
the proclamation of Kuldiha Wild Life
Sanctuary under scheduled Nilgiri
Subdivision of Balasore district of Odisha.
The movement of the tribal and other
forest dwellers as author observed is to
legitimize the rights and claiins of the
tribalé and the forest dwellers by opposing

the

_4o

elite . ideology of exclusionary

p—




conservation. Their protest is on conflict
over forest resources and claim and
counter claim of the poor forest dwellers
in one haﬁd and state and elites on the
other hand. It has shaped ths condition of
the forest life of the forest dwellers since
centuries. In the tenth paper, Prabha
- Shastri Ranade discussed the populétion
growth of the tribal belt of Gujarat, its
infrastructural development and
urbanization. The author has pointed out
the issues related to diversion of forest
land for infrastructural development and
other consequences of urbéhization. The
paper takes into consideration public
health infrastructure, food and other civic
amenities in tribal areas. The author also
observed that tribal belt of Gujarat is
élarmingly attracting population from
outside due to development. In the last
paper, Minashree Horo discusses the idea
of communalization approach based on
underline  principle of community
’ participafion to achieve the goal of
“Health for All”. The author highlights
and explores communalization process
through Village and Sanitation Committee
(VHSCs) within National Rural Health
Mission (NRHM) in Gumla and Khuti of

Jharkhand, a tribal dominated state.
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In short the book attempts to
portray holistic reassessment of tribal
issues, welfare programme and other
development paradigm of the tribal
population of India. The' book covers
selected and highly scholarly papers from
all the major tribal areas of India barring
island regions.» The book would be
immensely helpful for researchers,

planners and students. [ heartily
congratulate the editor for this praise
worthy publication and also to the
publisher M/s Concept Publishers (P) Ltd,
New Delhi for publishing such an
important and very valuable book. The
book is well printed and edited with an
impressive jacket for which both publisher
and editor deserve appreciation. Last but
not the least, Shri Nand Kumar Sai,
Chairperson, National Commission for
Scheduled Tribe, New Delhi deserve
special appreciation and regards‘for his
foreword. |

TilakBagchi

Assistant Keeper

Anthropological Survey of India
Western Regional Centre

Pratap Nagar, Udaipur (Rajasthan)
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Recording early days of»Indii/a’L‘space oﬁyss Vi
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JACOB KOSHY

; l ndia’s steady successes in the

realm of launching satellites
and', building reliable launch

vehicles is the result of a genera- .
"' tion of engineers, who were

. “fresh out of college in the 1960s,

~ and immediately absorbed into
+. the budding Indian Space Re-
i search Organisation: These ear- .

'@ The Leapfroggers: An insider’s
Account of Isro

practices by trade unions. There

are two chapters on Sandlas’

. childhood and his training as an

engineer where he discusses his

' exposure to ham radios and

how this has remained a lifelong

passion and was intricately con- -
nected to his: career as an Isro :

engineer.

Subsequently follows a fairly

long description of SLV minu-

i ly pioneers, led by Vikram Sa- Ved Prakash Sandlas ~ tiae, down to various  project
i rabhai, were effectively learning g;g:;rColhns ‘ leaders and the frenetic pace at

on the job and scrambling to .

: close the formidable headway.
i ‘made by the United States, the
. erstwhile Soviet Union and

i France, among' others. This

first-generation, in the last few
i years, have been effervescing an
: assembly-line of memoirs about

“Leépfrogging is not like long-

Jjump... it relies upon stored

energy and leaping above unex-

plored territory with calculated
risk... this is a storybook, rather
' than a history or chronology

- which engineers would work - i

often sacrificing dinners and ho-

lidays - to achieve “impossible

deadlines” especially those set
by Kalam.

- For a historian of the Isro and
interested in the nitty-gritty of

the SLV, Sandlas’ book may be 2

their time 'in the organisation, document” an important reference guide. ': |
- their challenges, the influence Sandlas’ account begins from However insight — aside of s o
of Isro’s early chairpersons such  his posting at Thumba, the non- -the well-trodden ground of Is-

" as Sarabhai, Satish Dhawan and
‘missile man’ A.P.J. Abdul

In this oeuvre comes a me-

moir by Ved Prakash Sandlas,

., Who was a part of Kalam’s core

team in the Satellite Launch
Vehicle (SLV) programme and
eventually became that group’s
leader in 1980. The Leapfrog-
gers: An Insider’s Account of Isro.
has an intriguing premise.

descript fishing village in Kerala,
that served as India’s first rocket
launching centre. Born in Pun-
jab, his first anecdotes are about
acclimatising to life in Kerala

" and'its differences from north

India for instance, a “matriar-

chal or matrilineal system,” and
. “all-women (bank) branch,” the
-way houses were spaced close to

each other, an efficient garbage-

disposal system and extortionist
® :' @3&% |

_ Go—

.o’s work culture and luminous
leaders — or anecdote is mostly :

lacking. Qi J
There’s an excessive reliance

.on technical documents both in

terms of ‘language and: docu-
mentation — and an inordinate
focus on Isro heads (who've any-
way had reams written about
them). Unfortunately, the book

doesn’t quite read like the story- ?

book it is promised to be.




JOURNAL OF EDUCATION FOR TEACHING é TRcl)u&FFled%e
» 2 , < aylor & Francis Grou
2018, VOL. 44, NO. 4, 517-522 | Sepf- 28/% P

BOOK REVIEWS

°

Continuity, complexity, and change: teacher education in Mauritius, edited by
Michael Samuel & Hyleen Mariaye, Common Ground Publishing, Champaign, lllinois,
2016, 236 pp., SUS40 (pbk), ISBN 978-1-61229-820-7.

Weaving together a number of journeys Continuity, Complexity, and Change: Teacher
Education in Mauritius offers a rich and thorough analysis of the growth and development
of the Mauritius Institute of Education. What started as a ‘celebratory anniversary account’ of
the forty-year history of the Institute has evolved into a valuable theoretical analysis of the
complexities, demands and changes of teacher education in Mauritius. This was done
through drawing on local authentic voices and personalised experiences of the biographical
narratives of the participants. These narratives provide both an institutional history and a
study into the evolution of teacher education in the country from the search for an
independent voice in the post-colonial era through to the current landscape and the
pressure of market forces. _ :

The opening lines of the book encapsulate what, and who, the book seeks to give voice
to:

Who we are as tedacher educators, as members of the small island developing state; as
emerging collaborating partners in a global terrain of higher education (p-xvi).

The book is organised into nine chapters presented in four themed sections. Part A outlines
the context of Mauritius and details of the research process. In Part B the individual
narratives, referred to as institutional biographies, are examined. Part C considers the two
broad themes arising from the individual narratives — teacher education identity and orga-
nisational change. Part D provides a synthesised analysis of the intersection of personal,
institutional and national forces. ‘

Mauritius offers a unique context as a small island developing state. However, the book
has relevance beyond the specificities of small island states. In exploring the growth and
development of the Mauritius Institute of Education, the forces impinging on the Institute are
afforded visibility as the smallness of the context brings into sharper focus the factors
impacting on the expanding institution. In raising the question of how outside forces are
appropriated to the local context, the authors provoke inquiry of widespread relevance to
both small and large states. In this way small island states can provide a means to explore
‘big issues’, where ‘the intimate can become the educative’ (p.187).

in telling the story of this institution the book presents an intricate and detailed account
of three waves of teacher educators; the pioneers, the managers, and the foot soldiers. Each
wave is tied to a different era of the institution’s development. The detailed narratives afford
important insights into becoming a teacher educator in a time of political, economic, and
social change. These narratives make compelling reading for those who wish to better
understand the development of the professional role and identity of teacher educators.
This volume adds to the emerging scholarship on teacher education and the transition .
from teacher to teacher educator, which has been described as a precarious and challenging
process (Berry and Forgasz 2016) and a confusing transition (Boyd and Harris 2010). Through
each of the journeys narrated in this book, we better understand this complex process, which
iends weight to the idea that becoming a teacher educator is far from being a self-evident
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activity (Berry and Forgasz 2016). We gain insights into the experiences of self-doubt, the
challenges and opportunities and the need to create a new professional identity.

The various personal journeys reveal a contrast between those building their teacher
education identity based on practice and experience and those who began their career
through an academic pathway based on qualifications and theoretical foundations. This
draws attention to the relationship between teacher education and academia, which is a
theme that is returned to throughout the book. The various phases of the growth and
development of the Mauritius Institute of Education are contextualised with changes in the
Mauritius higher education landscape.

In its search for legitimacy and operating as a separate institution from the University of
Mauritius, the Institute faced various pressures in its development and the narratives speak to its
role in servicing the Ministry of Education. This raises questions about its research agenda as the
Institute was seeking to advance its academic credentials and research profile. Since the
Mauritius Institute of Education was operating in_the shadow of the other institutions with
university status, this highlights the tension between teaching and research, a pressure well
known for those working in teacher education. The authors distinguish between the scholarship
of teaching and the scholarship of research in teacher education, something that arises through
the narratives and underscores forces at play. The Institute was positioned, to some extent, as a
client of the Ministry of Education which meant it was tied to government agenda and limiting
capacity to critique education policies. As such the book explores wider questions around the
relationship between policy, research and practice and raises an important question about where
an independent critique of government education policies could come from in this context.

Another interesting paradox explored is the juxta-positioning of the post-colonial indigeniz-
ing era or what is referred to as ‘Mauritianization agenda’ (p.130) which occurred while there
was a simultaneous outward reach for foreign assistance and capacity building. Explored is the
tension between an agenda for localising and contextualising the programs with the desire for
international partnerships and external benchmarking responsive to the marketisation of
courses. The book provides examples of institutional collaborations that were designed to
build capacity, but in doing so continued to draw on colonial perspectives within the post-
colonial era. However, importantly there is also reference to a successful international collabora-

" tion, which, the authors argue, was based on dialogue and a sense of dual responsibility.

The concluding chapter articulately presents a case for the important role that small island
states can play in theorising about the evolving nature of teacher education. This is indeed a
strength of the book. Returning to the title of this volume, at this end point, it would have
been useful to see each of the notions of continuity, complexity and change woven into the
concluding chapters more explicitly. ‘

In this short review it is not possible to do justice to the detailed analysis that is offered
through this book. This is a scholarly work that presents a rich understanding of not only of
the Mauritian context but offers insights of wider significance from the rich and perceptive
analysis presented.
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use of P4C in higher educational contexts. The aim is that educationalists can develop teachers
who can cope with the demands of our current educational climate, whilst also supporting the
skills and values that will make a fundamental difference to children’s learning and development.

This book is an accessible and enjoyable read. As a teacher with many years’ experience in a

number of fields, including P4C, | found it to be a'thought provoking, interesting and encour-
aging exploration and evaluation of the approach. It was especially, interesting to consider the
significant potential of P4C in initial teacher and education courses. Substantial research is drawn
upon throughout which is wholly welcome in an age where an evidence-based profession is
paramount for its future success.
P Students who are currently embarking on their initial teacher education study, those engaging
in further study, and those who are in their early career years will be able to explore and consider
the potential of P4Cin terms of their developing educational philosophy and practice. Ultimately,
this book fulfils the dual role of being an invaluable guide to P4C, whilst also causing the reader
to examine their own beliefs and practice.

Vicki Parfitt
SAPERE
vickiparfitt@icloud.com

© 2017 Vicki Parfitt
https://doi.org/10.1080/02607476.2017.1406187
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\/Philosophical perspectives on teacher education, edited by Ruth Heilbronn and
Lorraine Foreman-Peck, London, Wiley-Blackwell, 2015, 216 pp., £19.99 (paperback),
ISBN 978-1-118-97766-8

Philosophical Perspectives on Teacher Education, edited by Ruth Heilbronn and Lorraine Foreman-
Peck, is both a slender (in terms of length) and yet weighty (in terms of intellectual depth) work.
It covers from a philosophical perspective issues ranging from what constitutes a‘good’teacher
through to the respective roles of universities and of schools in teacher education, through to a
theory of well-being for teachers and its implications for teacher education. Despite the range of
topics, a number of recurring themes emerge: the nature of the relationships, interactions and
communications between student teachers and teacher educators; the ethical and values base of
education and teacher education; and the limitations of a purely competency/performance-based
approach to the education of teachers. The book is helpfully divided into three sections, each
covering a key philosophical concern: the knowledge that is required by teachers, and which
therefore needs to be covered in programmes of teacher education; teachers as ethical agents;
and what it actually means to be a teacher. Those with a general understanding of philosophy
will be familiar with many of the thinkers and writers referenced, including Kuhn, Popper, Camus,
Plato, Socrates, Wittgenstein, Heidegger and Kant, while prior knowledge of some of the others
would require more recent and specialised knowledge.

in the opening chapter (which might actually have sat better in sections 2 or 3), Gert Biesta
writes about the limits of competence-based teacher education, something of particular interest
in England and in many other parts of the world. Those in England familiar with the exhaustive -
list of standards set out in the Teacher Training Agency'’s circular 4/98 will agree that such detailed
competency-based procedures inevitably lead to a tick-box approach to teacher education, with
no measure of how good a teacher will actually be. He goes on to point out, perhaps more inter-
estingly, that detailed lists of competencies are always based on what is happening currently or
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what has happened in the past, and will not sufficiently prepare teachers for what might happen
in the future. Good teachers, he points out, need to be able to exercise judgement about what
to do, and which competencies to employ and how to employ them in particular circumstances.
As he says: *

...making something, such as a saddle, is never about simply following a recipe. It involves making judge-
ments about the application of our general knowledge to this piece of leather, for this horse and for this
person riding the horse. (15)

A similar point is made by Colin Wringe when he points out that the objects of craft are inani-
mate objects, where set procedures will under the same conditions produce the same outcomes,
whereas the object/recipients of education are human beings with varying needs and priorities.
To him, the whole idea of schools ‘producing’ particular kinds of material to satisfy the needs of
government or employers is ‘morally grotesque; while in a similar vein Ruth Heilbronn considers
why in her view teachers rarely question from a moral perspective why the prime aim of educa-
tion is often conceived of as the employability of its recipients. As already mentioned, the ethical
dimension of education is, unsurprisingly, a recurring theme throughout the book, including
in the chapter from Chris Higgins (‘Why we need a Virtue Ethics of Teaching). In their chapter,
Damien Shortt, Paul Reynolds, Mary McAteer and Fiona Hallett argue convincingly for ethical
considerations to be included within teacher education, something for which their research
demonstrates a demand for amongst educators. This could in turn, they argue, help pupils to
navigate their way through the ethical dilemmas that all of us at some stage have to face.

One of the most timely chapters in the book is Lorraine Foreman-Peck’s on “Towards a Theory
of Well Being for Teachers’, in which she identifies the key elements of well-being (emotional,
psychological and social), and the need for more account to be taken of the well-being of teachers
and the limitations of an approach which assumes that a combination of competency in particu-
lar areas combined with appropriate personal qualities will equip new teachers with everything
they need. The well-being of teachers is, in fact, something that is rather belatedly recognised
by government, although if it is to be addressed in teacher education the chances are that it will
be via the drafting of additional competencies and prescription.

The role of universities in teacher education, and how they interact with schools, has been
one of the key topics in this field for many years, and relates directly to the afore-mentioned
discussions about the sufficiency or otherwise of purely competency-based approaches. James
McAllistair writes convincingly about the importance of school-university partnerships, but on
the condition that these deliver teacher education that allows teachers to think‘broadly, deeply
and imaginatively' (41) about education, as well as equipping them with the necessary technical
skills. In his chapter, David Aldridge argues for a concept of ‘higher-education’ for teachers that
does not depend on a sharp division of labour between schools and universities.

This is a useful and thought provoking book which warrants more than the one read this
reviewer could devote to it. Inevitably what | have written oversimplifies and quite possibly
misconstrues what are often carefully crafted arguments. But much will be remembered and
referred back to. For that I and others will be grateful.

James Noble-Rogers
Universities Council for the Education of Teachers
® J.Noble-Rogers@ucet.ac.uk

© 2017 James Noble-Rogers
https://doi.org/10.1080/02607476.2017.1406188
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/Philosophy for children: theories and praxis in teacher education, by Babs
Anderson, Skye, Routledge, 2017, 154 pp, £32.99 (paperback), ISBN 9781138191754

This book offers those in the field of teacher education an insightful guide to Philosophy for
Children (P4C) through a thorough examination of its potential in the classroom and an evalua-
tion of its impact on both the learner and the P4C practitioner. It examines through a number of
subjects, disciplines and age ranges how P4C can promote a pedagogy and practice that places
reflection, values and dialogue at the heart of teaching and learning.

Theories and Praxis in Education is designed to be a key guide for those undertaking courses
in Early Childhood Studies, Education Studies and in'itiaITeacherTraining courses; however, this
book s also of real value to those already working in the field of education who are interested in
P4C and who want to take stock and examine their own practice.

Part 1 offers a valuable guide to the history of PAC and succinctly explains the fundamental
principles of the approach. It goes on to delve deeply into the fundamental purposes of P4C and
its value for initial teacher education and for schools of the future. Valuable connections are made
to key theorists and thinkers from the field of education, such as Dewey and Schén, which helps
to frame the P4C emphasis on critical reflection.

Part 2 focuses in-depth on the practice of P4C and begins with a fascinating chapter that
reports on the impact of teachers’ideas of the concept of ‘child’on their P4C practice. It challenges
current perceptions of childhood that many students and teachers, perhaps unconsciously, hold,
and it creates much needed space to evaluate our own perceptions of what it means to be a child
and how this can shape our relationships with children, and hence ultimately our practice in the
classroom. Part 2 goes on to explore the key pedagogical P4C theme of dialogue and the crucial
role of high levels of quality collaborative talk for meaning-making. Alexander, Mercer and Lipman
himself (the founder of PAC) are referred to, and this helps us to understand that P4C pedagogy
is largely underpinned by the ideas and research of these influential theorists.
~ Part 3 takes the principles and practice of P4C into school and explores how P4C naturally
links to Early Years and Primary Education pedagogies. Early chapters in this section argue that
philosophical enquiry can offer a foundation on which to build language, reasoning and per-
sonal and social development. This section then goes on to explore how P4C is equally relevant
in Secondary education and can find a natural place through discrete subjects such as science,
citizenship and PSHE. This section further emphasises the role of a community of enquiry in pro-
moting effective reasoning by raising the awareness of the teacher so they view collaborative,
critical and creative thinking as central to their practice.

Part 4 focuses on the role of P4C in higher education and provides interesting reading relating
to the value of PAC to teacher educators and their students in enhancing the range of skills they
can draw upon-in their classroom practice. This section also emphasises that P4C offers student
teachers the space to reflect on the key educational concepts that underpin their practice, a vital
dimension for deep understanding thatis arguably under-emphasised in teacher training courses.
Furthermore, connections are made to the role of reflection and the part that P4C can play in
supporting teachers to develop a deeper and more rigorous reflective approach to their thinking
and practice. There is substantial evidence through each chapter in this section that supports the
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use of PAC in higher educational contexts. The aim is that educationalists can develop teachers
who can cope with the demands of our current educational climate, whilst also supporting the
skills and values that will make a fundamental difference to children’s learning and development.

This book is an accessible and enjoyable read. As a teacher with many years’ experience in a
number of fields, including P4C, | found it to be a,thought provoking, interesting and encour-
aging exploration and evaluation of the approach. It was especially, interesting to consider the
significant potential of P4C in initial teacher and education courses. Substantial research is drawn
upon throughout which is wholly welcome in an age where an evidence-based profession is
paramount for its future success.

Students who are currently embarking on their initial teacher education study, those engaging
in further study, and those who are in their early career years will be able to explore and consider
the potential of P4C in terms of their developing educational philosophy and practice. Ultimately,
this book fulfils the dual role of being an invaluable guide to P4C, whilst also causing the reader
to examine their own beliefs and practice.

Vicki Parfitt
SAPERE
vickiparfitt@icloud.com

© 2017 Vicki Parfitt
https://doi.org/10.1080/02607476.2017.1406187

Philosophical perspectives on teacher education, edited by Ruth Heilbronn and
Lorraine Foreman-Peck, London, Wiley-Blackwell, 2015, 216 pp., £19.99 (paperback),
ISBN 978-1-118-97766-8

Philosophical Perspectives on Teacher Education, edited by Ruth Heilbronn and Lorraine Foreman-
Peck, is both a slender (in terms of length) and yet weighty (in terms of intellectual depth) work.
It covers from a philosophical perspective issues ranging from what constitutes a‘good’ teacher
through to the respective roles of universities and of schools in teacher education, through to a
theory of well-being for teachers and its implications for teacher education. Despite the range of
topics, a number of recurring themes emerge: the nature of the relationships, interactions and
communications between student teachers and teacher educators; the ethical and values base of
education and teacher education; and the limitations of a purely competency/performance-based
approach to the education of teachers. The book is helpfully divided into three sections, each
covering a key philosophical concern: the knowledge that is required by teachers, and which
therefore needs to be covered in programmes of teacher education; teachers as ethical agents;
and what it actually means to be a teacher. Those with a general understanding of philosophy
will be familiar with many of the thinkers and writers referenced, including Kuhn, Popper, Camus,
Plato, Socrates, Wittgenstein, Heidegger and Kant, while prior knowledge of some of the others
would require more recent and specialised knowledge.

In the opening chapter (which might actually have sat better in sections 2 or 3), Gert Biesta
writes about the limits of competence-based teacher education, something of particular interest
in England and in many other parts of the world. Those in England familiar with the exhaustive
list of standards set out in the Teacher Training Agency’s circular 4/98 will agree that such detailed
competency-based procedures inevitably lead to a tick-box approach to teacher education, with
no measure of how good a teacher will actually be. He goes on to point out, perhaps more inter-
estingly, that detailed lists of competencies are always based on what is happening currently or
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Cynthia J. Miller, ed. Teaching History With... Series.
Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017.

Integrating video into the history classroom has been a
common practice for decades. Indeed, there have been a good
number of books dedicated to the topic. Cynthia J. Miller, editor
of the Teaching History With... Series, brings together three
able historians to explore specific genres and their potential for
inclusion in the history classroom.

In this series of books, readers are provided with an
engaging look at both commonly and rarely utilized types of
videos for the history classroom. The three concise volumes in
this series—Teaching History with Musicals, Teaching History
with Newsreels and Public Service Shorts, and Teaching History
with Science Fiction Films-—are each structured in a logical, user-
friendly manner and offer readers ample ideas to consider for
their own instructional practice.

Each book is divided into three sections intended to
provide the history educator with a brief historical survey for each
discipline with an emphasis on concepts derived within them,
a collection of approaches for integration of the videos, and a
concise collection of sample documents such as syllabi. Although
the overwhelming majority of materials are relevant primarily to
‘the latter portion of the twentieth century (where the majority of
such video footage exists, making the scope of courses that.can
benefit from these materials somewhat limited), the authors take
this and other challenges on quite well.

Throughout the series, the most powerful opportunities for
developing skills of historical inquiry are related to analyzing
the films in terms of their relationship to their cultural and
historical context. Another limitation is also contextual in that the
vast majority of productions available for use are derived from
American industry. However, the authors at times take this on and
even highlight some potential ways of mitigating this constraint.
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Overall, the series is successful in its aim of equipping readers
with an expanded understanding of the potential and possibilities
for integration of video in the classroom in each domain it tackles.
While at times it leaves the reader yearning for extended discussion
and perhaps a clearer articulation of the most appropriate scope of
spch integration, the series is engaging and worth reading,

Kathryn Edney.Teaching History With Musicals. Lanham,
MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017. Pp. 133. $35.00.

Teaching History With Mu_s'!icals is particularly strong in its
discussion of potential musicals for United States History and
Western Civilization. One of its most effective segments provides
readers with a detailed collection of discussion starters invoking
different methodologies on¢ might employ in the classroom. These
examples are well developﬁd and provide a specific illustration for
the real potential of including musicals as tools to help develop the
skills of historiography,/A slight distraction in the volume comes
from a fairly consistent tendency to present topics through a more
postmodern lens, which, while often providing unique insights,
seems less appropriate for the more general domains of history
the book focuses/on. And although the documents portion of
this volume inclgde only a syllabus and an annotated collection
of musicals for/the teacher to consider, each is well constructed
and useful fof the reader. Overall, this volume provides history
educators with enough tools to see a logical fit for musicals in the
history surgey course.

Aaron/ Gulyas. Teaching History With Newsreels
and Public Service Shorts. Lanham, MD: Rowman &

Littlefield, 2017. Pp. 139. $35.

Teaching History With Newsreels and Public Service Shorts
is probably the most challenging volume in that the use of such
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Overall, the series is successful in its aim of equipping readers
with an expanded understanding of the potential and possibilities
for integration of video in theé classroom in each domain it tackles.
While at times it leaves the reader yearning for extended discussion
and perhaps a cleareyA}tiiulation of the most appropriate scope of
such integration, the/series is engaging and worth reading.

/" KathrynEdney.Teaching History With Musicals. Lanham,
\/' MD: Rowman & littlefield, 2017. Pp. 133. $35.00.

Teaching History With Musicals is particularly strong in its
discussion of potential musicals for United States History and
Western Civilization. One of its most effective segments provides
readers with a detailed collection of discussion starters invoking
different methodologies one might employ in the classroom. These
examples are well developed and provide a specific illustration for
the real potential of including musicals as tools to help develop the
skills of historiography. A slight distraction in the volume comes
from a fairly consistent tendency to present topics through a more
postmodern lens, which, while often providing unique insights,
seems less appropriate for the more general domains of history
the book focuses on. And although the documents portion of
this volume include only a syllabus and an annotated collection
of musicals for the teacher to consider, each is well constructed
and useful for the reader. Overall, this volume provides history
educators with enough tools to see a logical fit for musicals in the
history survey course.

Aaron Gulyas. Teaching History With Newsreels
and Public Service Shorts. Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2017. Pp. 13f. $35.

Teaching History /With Newsreels and Public Service Shorts
is probably the most challenging volume in that the use of such
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Overall, the series is successful in its aim of equipping readers
with an expanded understanding of the potential and possibilities
for integration of video inthe classroom in each domain it tackles.
While at times it leaves fhe reader yearning for extended discussion
and perhaps a clearer drticulation of the most appropriate scope of
such integration, the series is engaging and worth reading.

Kathryn Edney.Teaching History With Musicals. Lanham,
MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017. Pp. 133. $35.00.
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Teaching History With Musicals is particularly strong in its
discussion of potential musicals for United States History and
Western Civilization. One of its most effective segments provides
readers with a detailed collection of discussion starters invoking
different methodologies one might employ in the classroom. These
examples are well developed and provide a specific illustration for
the real potential of including musicals as tools to help develop the
skills of historiography. A slight distraction in the volume comes
from a fairly consistent tendency to present topics through a more
postmodern lens, which, while often providing unique insights,
seems less appropriate for the more general domains of history
the book focuses on. And although the documents portion of
this volume include only a syllabus and an annotated collection
of musicals for the teacher to consider, each is well constructed
and useful for the reader. Overall, this volume provides history
educators with enough tools to see a logical fit for musicals in the
history survey course.

/Aaron Gulyas. Teaching History With Newsreels
\/ and Public Service orts. Lanham, MD: Rowman &
Littlefield, 2017. Pp. 139. $35.

Teaching Hisfory With Newsreels and Public Service Shorts
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newsreels and public service short films is more prevalent than
either musicals or science fiction in the history classroom. Aaron
Gulyas, however, manages to achieve his two goals of illustrating

- different kinds of films from the eras explored as well as providing
a nice collection of assessment samples that are well designed and
helpful for the history educator. One notable idea shared that is
both patently obvious but often overlooked for good historical
instruction is the value in “juxtaposing very different arguments
from the same era” (25). Through smart commentary such as that,
Gulyas is able to move the reader to think beyond how he or she
has utilized such video clips in the classroom before and enhance
theit pedagogical integration.

A. Bowdoin Van Riper. Teaching History With Science
Fiction Films. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2017.
Pp. 139. $35.00.

In perhaps the most ambitious volume in the series, A.
Bowdoin Van Riper examines the possibilities for Teaching History
With Science Fiction Films. This volume presents what is stated
as the first contribution arguing for the possibility and merit of
incorporating science fiction films into the history classroom. The
volume is thoroughly grounded in the historical works of science
fiction, providing a survey of science fiction film and also a primer
of the socio-cultural trends influencing the development of a vast
array of films for general United States or World History courses
with specific consideration as it relates to the Cold War and the
history of science and technology. While acknowledging that those
“courses that take a broader view” are particularly challenging as
teachers and students try to adequately contextualize such films,
an admirable attempt is made at laying out possibilities to consider.
A final highlight for this particular contribution to the series is the
collection of documents, which includes an annotated collection
of potential science fiction films, several sample film guides, and a
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collection of exemplary essay questions to help the history teacher
consider how thest might be woven into the curriculum.

A Summary of the Series

The history teacher has long been drawn to consider the
perils and prospects for using video footage in the classroom.
While there are many books available that provide general insight
into the use of these sources, the authors in this series make a
valuable contribution to placing video in its proper context. In
each volume of the series, history educators are equipped with a
knowledge-base to consider the genre of film more specifically and
its implications for inclusion in the classroom. The series is limited
in its unavoidable emphasis of twentieth century subject matter in
a discipline that extends centuries. And it is also challenging in that
the “how this works” aspect of integration, while still respecting
students’ cognitive load, is not fully articulated. These limitations
aside, the series provides a unique and engaging collection that
makes for a good addition to any history educator’s library.

Middle Tennessee State

niversity Kevin S. Krahenbuhl

Erika asser. Vexed with Devils: Manhood and

and the colondal U.S. during the early modern period This field,
which flourighed in the 1980s and produced such classic studies
as Brian L¢vack's The Witchhunt in Early Modern Europe (1987)
and Carof Karlsen’s The Devil in the Shape of a Woman (1987),
has expeyienced a recent resurgence. Estimates of the numbers of
victims An the period between 1450 and 1750 vary widely, from
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