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Babli's Dholak
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One day, Babli's house was getting cleaned.
All the things had been taken out in the courtyard.
Things from the kitchen were also there.



There were a lot of boxes in the kitchen things.
Babli sat next to the pile of boxes.
She picked a blue jar for herself.
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Babli shook the jar.

It made a rattling sound.

Babli shook it a lot.



Babli went around the house rattling the jar.
Babli started wondering what could be in the jar.
She opened to see.




The container had grains of rice.
Babli closed the jar.
She kept shaking it like before.



Babli slept with the jar next to her.
A mouse came on Babli's bed in the night.
The mouse ate all the rice in the jar.




In the morning, Babli saw that the jar was open.
The rice grains were gone.
She asked her mother for more rice.



But Ma refused to give the rice.
Mummy said rice is not a play thing.
Rice is meant to be eaten.



Babli was very sad.
She went and sat on the terrace.
The washed clothes were drying there.



Babli spotted a salwar.
The drawstring of the salwar* was hanging.
Babli thought of an idea.

*salwar— the pant part of a suit



Babli pulled out the drawstring. She tied one end
of the drawstring to the jar. She tied the other
end of the drawstring to the other side of the jar.



A dholak was created of the jar.
She hung the dholak round her neck.
She drummed the dholak and danced on the terrace.

*dholak— a musical instrument like a drum
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Playing the dholak, Babli went down the stairs.

The cleaning was still going on.
Things were still lying in the courtyard.



Ma was cleaning the jars.
Papa was taking them to keep them inside.
Jeet was searching for something in the things.



Everyone started listening to Babli's dholak.
Dhap-Dhap-Dhap-Dhap.
Babli was also singing a song.
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