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Barkha, the graded reading series is developed for 
students of Grade I and II. The objective of the series 
is to provide opportunity to young children to engage 
with books and read meaningfully. Gradation across 
levels has been achieved by variation in syntax, 
number of words and complexity of sub-plots. Barkha 
facilitates reading for pleasure in children and helps 
them become fluent readers. Children find everyday 
events as interesting as stories; hence, all the stories 
of Barkha are based on their daily life experiences. 
The stories of Barkha are spread out in four levels 
and five themes— (i) Relationships; (ii) Birds-Animals; 
(iii) Musical Instruments, Games and Toys; (iv) Around
us and (v) Food. Another objective of the reading series
is to provide plenty of books to children. It also helps
in cognitive development of children in all curricular
domains.

It is suggested that Barkha books be kept at a place 
in the classroom where children have easy access.
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One day all the children went for a picnic with Didi. 
They all went to a park nearby.
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Everyone ran and jumped a lot in the park.
They all played many games.
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They became tired while playing.
All the children felt very hungry.
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Didi had packed a lot of food.
She called everybody to have food.
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Didi arranged large boxes in a row.
Large spoons were kept on the boxes.
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Didi started searching here and there.
She had forgotten the bag of dishes at home.
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There were no dishes to have the food.
Everyone started making a noise.
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Madan said let’s make pattals*.
We will eat food from the pattals.

*Pattals – leaf plates
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Jamal asked how would pattals be made. Madan 
said they would collect leaves and bring them.
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All the children ran to get leaves.
Everyone picked clean leaves lying on the ground.
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Jamal collected leaves of the banyan tree. 
Madan too collected the banyan leaves.
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Together they washed the leaves.
They made pattals by joining the leaves with twigs.
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Everyone took the pattals and sat down to eat.
Rani was standing with neem leaves in her hands.
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Everyone started laughing saying who will eat 
on neem leaves. Didi said that ants will eat.
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