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Barkha, the graded reading series is developed for 
students of Grade I and II. The objective of the series 
is to provide opportunity to young children to engage 
with books and read meaningfully. Gradation across 
levels has been achieved by variation in syntax, 
number of words and complexity of sub-plots. Barkha 
facilitates reading for pleasure in children and helps 
them become fluent readers. Children find everyday 
events as interesting as stories; hence, all the stories 
of Barkha are based on their daily life experiences. 
The stories of Barkha are spread out in four levels 
and five themes— (i) Relationships; (ii) Birds-Animals; 
(iii) Musical Instruments, Games and Toys; (iv) Around
us and (v) Food. Another objective of the reading series
is to provide plenty of books to children. It also helps
in cognitive development of children in all curricular
domains.

It is suggested that Barkha books be kept at a place 
in the classroom where children have easy access.

Hic—Hic—Hiccupsl_Level 2 - 18162.indd   2 12-May-22   3:21:20 PM



Rama

Rani

Mummy

Hic! Hic! Hiccups!
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One day Mummy made kachoris. 
Rama ate four kachoris.
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Rama started getting loud hiccups.
Hic—Hic—Hic—Hic!
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Dadi brought a jug of water.
She asked her to drink a lot of water. 
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Rama drank the water but the hiccups did not stop. 
Hic—Hic—Hic—Hic!
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Papa began to clap his hands.
Papa asked her to sing a song.
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She began to sing but the hiccups did not stop.
Hic—Hic—Hic—Hic!
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Bhaiya asked Rama to stand on her head.
Bhaiya made Rama stand on her head.
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She stood upside down, but the hiccups did not stop.
Hic—Hic—Hic—Hic! 
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Mummy also came out of the kitchen.
Mummy told her to do spot-marching.
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Rama stomped her feet but the hiccups did not stop.
Hic—Hic—Hic—Hic!
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Just then Rani brought a box of rasgullas. 
Rani said that Rama had eaten two rasgullas.
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Rama shouted loudly – No!
She said I did not eat the rasgullas.
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Saying this Rama suddenly became quiet.
Everyone started laughing.
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Everyone noticed that Rama’s hiccups had stopped.
Hiccups gone!
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Rama sat down to have another kachori.
The others also started having kachoris.
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For further enquiries, please visit www.ncert.nic.in or contact the Business Manager at the addresses of the Regional Centres given on the copyright page.

Stories of 
Rama and Rani
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