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Development of Veergatha otories of Parnamueer
Chlatna Suwardees

These are stories of brave soldiers and Officers of Indian Army who
have been awarded with highest honour — the Paramveer Chakra.
The stories of the battles they fought are narrated to inspire and
create interest of the children in understanding and admiring the

Foreword

‘T Natonal Councl of ducational Resarchand Traning (NCERT)has
developedhisbook,Ver Gatha i of ara Vi Chakra wardssin
the honour ofthosewho ought against ll dds o sfegard the honour
ofour aton.

Ver Guatha s 3 memoi of v beroes who will be remembered
foveerforher ndomitablecourage dedication o dutyand undyingove
orthe motherand. This book s acolecion ofstois of great ions of
the Indian rmed foces who have ben avardod the Param Vir ks,

supreme courage, adershi,exemplary
devotion o dutyand sl sacrifie i wartime
War a5 we know is the lrget man-made catsiropbe affcting

umankind. But her i bigger quesion, . can we v
therei o certainanswertothis questin, bt w shoudsurey ot loriy
‘s wars do no entall the messge ofpece, The sicer tribte 10 our
warherocs,some ofwhom id downthei ves o noble cause, wileto
ensure that peaceand barmony previl. Readin hese sores villgiv you
anopportuiyto engageith histryandakea standon whatthe present
shold entil—warr e e

The sorethat follow e insprng nd instrctive.They il give the
der inights nt our “Parans Vi, the brachearts,thei discpined
and detemined charactersand e commitment o esponsbilty.We re
sure thatyou il be motvatedt mbbe thi seling qualies and carry
forward the gorious traditon st by tem,

Letus remind orselestht th tme hascome tha we sl our
confs

cablyand s as members of one human amily

Dirctor
NewDeli Netona Counclof Edcatosl
ISy 015 Roscarchand Trining
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Somi to Major Somnath

Maj Somnath was bor on 31 January 1923 in Distrct Kangr. His
futhe, Amarnath Sharma,  Medical Corps ofcer, esched the rark
of Major General in hissevice,Somath was known as Somi as2
child. Hisbrtherwho was alsoan army oficer s caled Tindy in
e army cirles When Tindy s  yearsod theifather wassent o
Englandfor medielcouse. Hence,both he bolhers weresent 0
Hampton Court Conent, Mussoore.Buled by th eiorsat such
tenderag, Somi who wastallrandbroader han Tindy became
His prteto. Somi had nointerest nsudiesexcpt n history and
general knoledge.Th rthershad an agrement hat Somiwould
prtet Tind from hebllsftheschooland Tindy would o the
Homework which Somi would lte copyn the morning.

Thy also didheirfurther studietogther. They studiedtogther
inSherwood College, Nainital. Hewasenrolld i the rinceof Wales:
Milary College (now Rashiria Indian Miliary Colleg) Derodun
because of is trongdeir oointhe army: Afer passing out fom
{herein 1941, hejoinedthe ndian Mitary Academy (MA. The ar
had started b thenandthe milfary rsining programme a the IMA
ad 0 be stoppedinbetween. In Fbruary 1942, afe nine months
of vgorous raiing, M Somnath Sharma was commissioned in

819, Hyderbad Regiment (vhich latrcame o b known sthe b
Batlion, Kumaon Regiment). He was merly 19 years odthen.

Maj Somnath returned to India 2 an adjuant in 4 Kumzon
and pickd up s uty to ensre he internl securty of Puab.
He also helped te plice and admiisirtion to contro he wnest
of 1947 These qualiiesenabled him to lead his company duringthe
unrest createdby Pakisaniinflzatorsin Kashi. The Commanding
Officer (CO) of 4 Kumaon was not ready for Som's movement
but ulimately ghing in to his pesstence, the CO ageed upon
ending him. He ws giventh responsibility oflading 2 Kumaon
comparies, Thisstory i ofenrepeated n amy messsand boks.
Ttisa story of rideand courage

Somnath Sharma

Battle from Sunrise to Sunset - 3 November 1947

Maj Somnath Sharma raised is head with a twinkle in his yes.
His plastered hand rested near the bunker. He looked at the sun
which would gradually be moving towards the wes. very second

ofhis e wasachallenge now. He was ready to outrun the sun now

but there was no tension, the rising

s facewash

ng and spiried inantcipation of aying isfefor
the glory of his county.
Hence, ater gttng the

et information that 4 group of
about a thousand Pathans (armed tribal) led by the Pakistani

army,aided and abetted by Pakistan, was heading towards Sriagar,
Troops of A and D Company of 4 Kumson led by Msj Somnath

Sharma and 1 Para Kumaon commanded by Capt Ronald Wood

were sent to Badgam, a small town located cose 1o the Srinagar
airfeld. According

o the reports, the motiv ofthe Pathans ed by

the Pakistan army s to capture e

airbase, o cut supplis
and to make the Indian Army inefiective, But the troops ld by
Maj Somnath Sharma wereasigned the esponsiblity ofindirg the
infltators and keep

m eng

arly in the morning, s per Maj Sharma's report, his
company had taken positon and dug trenches on a il westofthe
villge. 1 Para Kumaon had aso tsken positon i the southestof
the vilage, and according to them the village was calm and dead

sent, Thevillgers were busy with their work but seemed scaredand
frghtened. They saw that a few vllgers had gthered near a nala
(oater body) s ifthey had taken refuge thre. Because the il

Oncea Soldier, abways a Sodier

Somnath was n Arakan, where he saw deadly combat with
gthe Second World War on the coast of Arakan,

s had fought alongside  Brtish

Commando Batalion i

this war. Once during th acton,
Maj Somnath saw a wounded Kumaoni soldie siting
besidea tree. When Somnath asked him to run, h replied

e was unable o stand due to his wound. Somna
d carried him on his back through the

a safe plac

D

scemed quiet, | Para Kumaon wasinstructed to take  round of the

East and go back to airbase aftr geting in touch with 1 Punjab.

They followed the ordrs and came back and resched Srinagar at
1 pm. The sitation in Badgam was under conrol, so MajSomnath

was ordered to_remove his company from there although he

preferred to keep the company in B

n the ther side of the border, the Lashkar (group)

in smallunit, toavoid susicion. Therleader was
a Pakistani Major who was planning to dodge the Indian soldiers,
patolling the area. It was a big and well-hought plan. Around

2 pm, when the A company had lf the ares, Pakisani Major
deided 10 vait 10 more, and 3 soon as around 700 ifltators
ted, he attcked. At sround 2.30 pm, Maj Somnath vas

informed

stunned to see bulles being fired from the vilag

ck

e that thei position was under d that they

Till then more

ildren present in the vill

hed there from the hillide. The soldiers, who

inflrators had r

rived, later tod that Maj Somnath was rushing f

and determination of the

nemy unsuceessul

soldiers made the intal attacs by the e
But the strength of the Pakistai Pathans waslarge and making

ullus ofthis,thy started putting more pressure by inreasing their

e Soon they surrounded the D company from three

number fr
des and started climbing the hill where the trenches were located.
Maj Somnath Knew that his coops were meagre in comparison to

 arms and
il

the enemy. He asked the brigade commander to

smmuniton and extra soldiers. To keep the enemy

engaged for considerable period of time, th infitators can reac

and capture the Srinagar airbase. He knew that his company will

not e ble tosop t

orlong, o1t wasachall

Citation

Major Somnath Sharma
(IC-521), 4 Kumaon

O 3 Novermber 1947, Major Somnath Sharma’s company was ordered
‘on  fightng patrl to Badgam i the Kashmir Valey. He reached his

Badgam at 1100 hours. The enemy, estinated at about 500 attacked

heavy casuates.

Full relising the graviy of the siuation and the direct threat
that would result 1o both the aerockome and Srinaga f the enemy.
attack was not held uni einforcements could be rshed to close
the gap leading to Sinagar via Humhama, Mjor Sharma urged his
company 1o fight the enemy tenacously. With extreme bravery,
e kept rushing across the open ground to his sections exposing
himselfto heavy and accurate fie to urge them to hold on.

Keeping his nerve, he skifully direted the ie of his sections into
the ever-advancing enemy. He repeatedly exposed himself to the
foll fury of enemy fire and laid out loth strps to guide our aircat
ontotheirtargetsinfullview of he enemy.

Realsng tht casualie had affected th effctiveness o hisight
automaics, this officer whose left hand was in plaster, personally
commenced fling magazines an isuing them to the lght machine
qunners. A mortar shell anded right n the midde ofthe ammuniion
tesulingn an explosion thatkled him.

Major Sharma's company heldon o s positon and the remnans
withdrew only when almost completely surrounded. His inspiing
example resulted in the enemy being delayed for sx hours, thus
gaining time or ou reinforcements to et into posiion at Humhama.
tostem the tide of the enemy advance.

VerGast

10 kep up hissoldie’s will power. And, hence,he wasin the open
batleield gnoring his own safety but boostng the morale and il
povwer of is soldier.

The fight continued like this for five hour. This ws very
preciou time for the Indian Army because by keeping the invaders
engaged was actally giving the Indian A Force enough time to
bring reinforcements o the i

Fialy,their ammuniton finished. When they informed the
rigade,the brigade aked them to all back.Afergttng heorders,
Maj Somnath went t another trench o hlp  soldier load his gun,
in the meantime a morar shell came and el on an ammuniton
box. There s a big explosion. Along with M Somnath Sharma,
isorderly anda Junior Commissioned Offcer (/CO) lost theirves,

The Indian Ay retaliated with full force and captued
Badgamin the arly hours f S November. ut § Kumaon lost thir
bravehearts - Maj Somnath Sharma, Subedar Prem Singh Mehta
and 20 soldiers. Maj Somnath Sharma was awarded the Param
Vir Chaksa for exemplary leadership and allnty in fighting and
captring the Indian post back

Unforgettable Moments
Even afer having a wounded plastered arm, Maj Somnath
Shama insised on going o Keshmir front... perhaps,
challnging his destiny competing with desth. Amidst
death and desructon, Lance Naik of D coy Balyant Singh
did something very courageous; when most o the soldiers
were ef with just one or two rounds of ammunition,
he toldhis men to move an and prepare for another actin,
Babvant Sing, isking his lfe attcked the imaders. Due
1o thisinteligent and benevolent act o D coy the nvaders
were delayed by about 6 hours. This time was caough
for the Indian army 1o take position and (o stop them
from reaching th aifild. The airrafs were also heling
the roops, They wer ready tofce the atacs.

His leadersip, gallntry and tenacious defence were such that
i men were inspied o fight the enemy by seven o ane ixhours
afterthis gallnt oficerhad bee kled.

He has et an exampie of couage and qualites seldom equaled
in th histoy of the Indian Army. His last massage to the Briade.
Headauarters a few moments befoe he was kiled was, The enemy
are only 50 yords from us. We ae vl outrumbered. We are under
devastatng fie. | shal ot withdtaw an inch but will fht to the
lastman and thelostround

Gttt nd Nficton
20rs/50

bravery of our brave hearts who laid down their lives for the
country. The stories of the war also carry the message that

wars are wasteful and must be avoided at all costs for the
sake of peace and prosperity. The book has been developed in
English, Hindi and Urdu.
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WORDS AND -

Teaching and learning of language in school education should be based on the
insight that language learning is a natural process which should be enhanced
in school for academic and overall achievement of the learners. It is extremely

important that learner-centric methodologies of language learning should be
promoted for eliciting critical responses, and developing sensitivity to social
issues.

The focus of language learning is on developing skills of language and

communicative competence. Language learning progresses naturally with
- exposure to and use of language in meaningful situations. In this context,
- importance has been attributed in the National Curriculum Framework-2005,
- to methods of teaching which are process based. These give opportunities to
learners for engaging with texts and equip them for self-assessment.
English has been one of the languages which is being learnt in schools.
It is therefore recommended that English be learnt along with the language
of the learners since it leads to transference of skills from the child’s own
language to the second language (English).
We, at NCERT make an endeavour to provide engaging, relevant and

-
-

and provide opportunities for learners to associate experiences with everyday
life.

NCERT had developed two books, Beehive and Moments for Class IX,
based on the National Curriculum Framework- 2005. The workbook, Words

and lisa ion of these. It has been developed
taking into account the feedback on these books and needs of learners and
teachers.

The workbook has taken into account the skills that are critical for overall
development of the learners, such as the skills of collaboration, creativity
and imagination, critical thinking and problem solving, communication and
compassion.

We hope this workbook will serve as an effective instrument for learners
and teachers for adding quality to the teaching and learning processes. We
are indebted to the institutions and organisations which have generously
permitted us to draw upon their resources and materials. All the publications
of NCERT are regularly revised on the basis of the feedback from students,
parents, teachers and teacher educators.

New Delhi HRUSHIKESH SENAPATY
May 2018 Director, NCERT
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This Children's Literature Series brought out by
Department of Education in Languages, NCERT is
meant to promote literacy skills of young
children. The series gives exposure to English
language through stories woven around day-to-
day situations in the lives of children. The stories
arouse their curiosity and imagination, making their
experience of reading pleasurable.

It is not enough to simply teach children to read;
we have to give them something worth reading.
Something that will stretch their imaginations—
something that will help them make sense of their
lives and encourage them to reach out toward
people whose lives are quite different from their
own.— Katherine Patterson

You must understand the whole of life, not just
little part of it. That is why you must read, that is
why you must look at the skies, that is why you must
sing, and dance, write poems and suffer, and
understand for all that is life.— J. Krishnamurti
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Department of Education in Languages

Mother Tongue Based Multilingualism

Mother tongue based 1 isages pr ing the use of I

of learners in school toteach-learn contentsubjects and processes of schooling.
Learners begin their schooling in their mother tongue and move on to add at least

two more languages by the time they their ten-y hooling.

Children become multilinguals, use the languages available in the classroom as a
resource.

Language-in-education policy, the Three Language Formula advocates mother
tongue based multilingualism.

National Curriculum Framework — 2005 recommends

*

Language teaching needs to be multilingual not only in terms of the number of
languages offered to children, but also in terms of evolving strategies that would use the
multilingual classroom as a resource.

Home language(s) of children should be the medium of learning in schools.

If a school does not have provisions for teaching in the child's home language(s) at the
higher levels, primary school education must still be covered through the home
language(s). Itis imperative that we honour the child's home language(s). According to
Article 350A of our Constitution, 'it shall be the endeavour of every State and of every
local authority within the State to provide adequate facilities for instruction in the
mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children belonging to linguistic
minority groups'.

Children will receive multilingual education from the outset. The three-language
formula needs to be implemented in its spirit, promoting multilingual communicative

abilities for a multilingual country.
(NCF- 2005, 3.1.1, p. 37)

Department of Education in Languages, NCERT promotes mother tongue based

multilingualism through :

development of trilingual dictionaries, translation of all textbooks and supplementary
materials into Hindi, Urdu, Sanskritand so on;

adopting language across curriculum (LAC) perspective as a strategy for classroom
teaching-learning;

professional development courses which address the concern through tasks, materials
and processes;

the contents of textbooks and supplementary readers to give opportunities or
promoting multilingualism; and

advocating multilingualism that recognises language of all children thereby instilling

confidence and boosting their self-esteem.

o
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When a language dies, a way of understanding the world dies with it, a
way of looking at the world.

-George Steiner
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Teachers’ Handhook
for English
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Class VIl

FoREWORD

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF) - 2005 recommends that children's

life at school must be linked to their life outside the school. This principle marks
2 departure from the legacy of bookish learning which continues to shape our
system and causes a gap between the school, home and community. The syllabi
and textbooks developed on the basis of NCF- 2005 signify an attempt to implement
this basic idea. They. i Tote learning and the maintenance
of sharp boundaries between different subject areas. We hope these measures
will take us significantly further in the direction of a child-centered system of
education outlined in the National Policy on Education (NPE)-1986.

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school principals and
teachers will take (o encourage children to reflect on their own learning and
{o pursue imaginative activites and questions. We must recognise that, given
space. time and freedom, children generate new knowledge by engaging with the
information passed on to them by adults. Treating the prescribed textbook as
the sole basis of examination is one of the key reasons why other resources and
sites of learning are ignored. Inculcating creativity and initiative s possible If we
perceive and treat children as participants in learning, not as receivers of a fixed
body of knowledge.

The handbook attempts to equip teachers with better teaching learning
processes. The methods, approaches, strategies and activitics suggested in the
handbook will help teachers make their classroom a learner centred one and move
beyond the textbook. Peer work, group work, discussions and other activities will
cater lo diverse language learning needs of the children. Connecting learning to
the experiences of children makes learning joyful and meaningful. The variety in
activities will also help in assessment for learning,

The National Council of Educational Rescarch and Training (NCERT)
appreciates the hardwork done by the handbook development committee
responsible for this book. As an organisation committed to systemic reform
and continuous improvement in the quality of its materials, NCERT welcomes
comments and suggestions, which will enable us to undertake further revision
and refinements.

B.K. Treai

Director

New Delhi National Council of Educational
January 2015 Research and Training

FOrREWORD

The National Curriculum Framework-2005 recommends that children’s
life at school must be linked to their life outside the school. This principle
marks a departure from the legacy of bookish learning, which continues
to shape our system and causes a gap between the school, home and
community. The syllabi and textbooks developed on the basis of NCF-2005
signify an attempt to implement this basic idea. They also attempt to
discourage rote learning and the maintenance of sharp boundaries between
different subject areas. We hope these measures will take us significantly
further in the direction of a child-centred system of education outlined in
the National Policy of Education (1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school principals
and teachers will encourage children to reflect on their own learning, and to
pursue imaginative activities and questions. We must recognise that, given
space, time and freedom, children generate new knowledge by engaging
with the information passed on to them by adults. Treating the prescribed
textbook as the sole basis of examination is one of the key reasons why
other resources and sites of learning are ignored. Inculcating creativity
and initiative is possible if we perceive and treat children as participants
in learning, not as receivers of a fixed body of knowledge.

The handbook attempts to equip teachers with better teaching learning
processes. The methods, approaches, strategies and activities suggested
in the handbook will help teachers make their classroom a learner centred
dne and move beyond the textbook. Peer work, group work, discussions
and other activities will cater to diverse language learning needs of the
shildren. Connecting learning to the experiences of children makes learning

oyful and meaningful. The variety in activities will also help in assessment
or learning,
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The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)
appreciates the hardwork done by the handbook development committee
responsible for this book. As an organisation committed to systemic
reform and continuous improvement in the quality of its materials, NCERT
welcomes comments and suggestions, which will enable us to undertake
further revision and refinements.

B. K. TRIPATH

Director

New Delhi National Council of Educational
January, 2015 Research and Training
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The National Council of Educational Research and Training (NCERT)

appreciates the hardwork done by the handbook devel it itte .
Forsword responstie o tis book. A rgameaton commen tosysteme o [ Teachers Handbook for English

Honeysuckle

and continuous improvement in the quality of its materials, NCERT
welcomes comments and suggestions, which will enable us to undertake

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF-2005), recommends that further revision and refinements.

children's life at school must be linked to their life outside the school. This

principle marks a departure from the legacy of bookish learning, which B. K. Tream
continues to shape our system and causes a gap between the school, home Director
pe our sy: gp New Delhi National Council of Educational

and community. The syllabi and textbooks developed on the basis of
NCF-2005 signify an attempt to implement this basic idea. They also
attempt to discourage rote learning and the maintenance of sharp
boundaries between different subject areas. We hope these measures will
take us significantly further in the direction of a child-centered system of
education outlined in the National Policy of Education (1986).

The success of this effort depends on the steps that school principals
and teachers will encourage children to reflect on their own learning, and
to pursue imaginative activities and questions. We must recognise that,
given space, time and freedom, children generate new knowledge by
engaging with the informaticn passed on to them by adults. Treating the
prescribed textbook as the sole basts of examination is one of the key
reasons why other resources and sites of learning are ignored. Inculcating
creativity and initiative is possible if we perceive and treat children as
participants in learning, not as receivers of a fixed body of knowledge.

The handbook attempts to equip teachers with better teaching learning
processes. The methods, strategies and activities suggested in
the handbook will help teachers make their classroom a learner centred
one and move beyond the textbook. Peer work, group work, discussions
and other activities will cater to diverse language learning needs of the
children. Connecting learning to the experiences of children makes learning
joyful and meaningful. The variety in activities will also help in assessment
for learning.

January 2015 Research and Training for Class VI

RAINDROPS

English Language Lecuning Kit fov Primewy Stage
Raindrops, an English Language Learning Kit developed by NCERT, provides a useful overview and
introductory guide for the teaching-learning of the English language for children of Classes I-V. The
user’'s manual suggests activities using the material to focus on: pronunciation, identification,
association,imagination and creativity, with a learner centered approach.

KITMATERIAL
OBJECTIVES

+ Toprovide astress-free
environment in English
language learning.

= To encourage construction

+ Anagrams

» Masks

« Card Pairs

+ Pronunciation

of meaning. Practice
« Toimprove listening and . * Braille Chart
speaking skills, and + Initial, Middle and

final sounds
+» Reading matter
+ User’s manual

encourage communication .
+ Tosensitize sighted
children to problems of
visually challenged.
+ Tomake English language
learning, an engaging
experience.

*n and repea

It is intended to improve the overall language performance of
the children, oral communication skills, reading skills, fluency
skills and use of comprehensive strategies by the teachers.

Language is not a genetic gift, it is a social gift. Learning a new language
is like becoming a member of the club- The community of speakers of that
language.

-Frank Smith
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