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National Council of Educational Research and Training
(NCERT) is an apex institution established by the Government of
India as an autonomous body in 1961. It is a multi-institutional and
multi-departmental organisation with a mandate to advise and assist
Union and State Government and other institutions in promoting
educational development by undertaking research, development,
training and extension activities for all stages of school education
and teacher education. In its mission to realise the long cherished
goal of quality education, NCERT is engaged in the following
activities: (i) developing curriculum, exemplar materials, teaching
aids, kits and equipment, learning resources, methods of teaching,
techniques of evaluation, etc; (ii) organising programmes for pre-
service and other educational personnel; (iii) conducting and
promoting educational research; (iv) disseminating improved
educational techniques and practies and research findings, and (v)
acting as a clearing house for ideas and information on all matters
relating to school education and teacher education.

Constituents of NCERT
National Institute of Education, (NIE) New Delhi

Regional Institutes of Education, (RIEs) located at Ajmer,
Bhopal, Bhubaneshwer, Mysore and Shillong.

Pandit Sunderlal Sharma Central Institute of Vocational
Education (PSSCIVE), Bhopal.

Central Institute of Educational Technology (CIET), New Delhi.

National Curriculum Framework guidelines on Language

Education in schools

» Language teaching needs to be multilingual not only in terms
of the number of languages offered to children but also in
terms of evolving strategies that would use the multilingual

classroom as a resource.

* Home language(s) of children should be the medium of

learning in schools.

Even if a school does not have provision for teaching in the
child's home language(s) at the higher levels, primary school
education must still be covered through the home language(s).
It is imperative that we honour the child's home language(s).
According to Article 350A of our Constitution, 'it shall be the
endeavour of every State and of every local authority within
the State to provide adequate facilities for instruction in the
mother-tongue at the primary stage of education to children

belonging to linguistic minority groups'.

e Children will receive multilingual education from the outset.
The three-language formula needs to be implemented in its
spirit, promoting multilingual communicative abilities for a

multilingual country.

NATIONAL CURRICULUM FRAMEWORK -2005 (3.1.1, p. 37)

Education in the mother-tongues will facilitate richer classroom
transaction, greater participation of learners, and yield better
learning outcomes.(p.15)
Position Paper of National Focus Group on
Teaching of Indian Languages
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Linguistic Scene of India

India's pluralism is marked by her linguistic diversity. India has,
according to 1961 census, 1,652 languages belonging to five
different language families namely. /ndo-Aryan, Dravidian, Austro-
Asiatic, Tibeto-Burmese and Semito-Hamitic. The Constitution of
India has 22 languages as recognized languages of India in its VIII
schedule. About 87 languages are used in print media, 71 languages
are used on radio, the administration of the country is conducted by
around 15 languages, and 47 languages are used as the media of
instruction in schools. Indian currency is printed bilingually (in
Hindi and English) and has its denomination mentioned in 15
languages. Articles 343 -351 of part XVII and the VIII Schedule of
the Constitution of India are on the issues of languages of the
country. Hindi is the official language of the Indian Union and
English is the associate official language. In spite of the provision
for equality of languages and a Constitution which aims at creating
an egalitarian society, language issue in this country remains a
matter of concern as most of the tribal, minority and minor
languages are not even recognized and are yet to find a place in
school education as a subject, leave alone as medium of instruction.

NCERT's All India School Education Surveys conducted in 1993
and in 2004 respectively reveal that the number of languages used as
medium of instruction in the 1990s was 60 and in the year 2002 it is
47. This has happened in spite of the efforts to provide primary
education in the languages of children. India's language-in-
education policy, the three language formula, which promotes
mother tongue based multilingualism, recommends the study of at
least three languages in the span of ten years of schooling. There has
always been dissatisfaction in the implementation of the three
language formula. So, languages in general and language education
in particular are in a troubled state. The trend goes against the
interest of Indian languages when it comes to the preference
between major Indian languages and English, and against the tribal
and minor languages when it comes to the preference between major
Indian languages and tribal and minor languages. The demand for
English, which may be realistic from a development perspective,
does not mean that Indian languages have to take a back seat.
Dominant languages like Hindi, Tamil, Bengali, Marathi, Telugu,
Assamese, etc. will also face a threat. The fact remains that these
languages are vibrant in social domains such as print and visual
media, religious and culture, and in societal function, but they are
losing fast their presence in the academic and intellectual domain. A
greater danger comes through the switching over to English medium
in school education.

National Meet on Minor, Minority and Tribal Languages in
School Education

National Policy on Education (NPE) 1986 and the Programme of
Action for NPE (PAO) 1992, and the national curriculum

frameworks since 1975 have been emphasising on mother tongue
based multilingualism. The child begins her education in her
language or the home language and moves forward to add at least
two or three more languages during her ten years of schooling. The
Right to Education (RTE) Act also ensures the learners' right to
learn in her mother tongue for the first eight years of schooling. In
spite of this, minority, minor and tribal languages are not finding
their due place in school education. Either they are yet to find their
place in school curriculum or are thrown out of the school system.
The National Curriculum Framework — 2005, while suggesting
ways and means to address this problem, expresses its serious
concern for bringing these languages into the school system and to
sustain them in school.

Objectives and Themes of the Meet

NCERT as an institution involved and concerned about the
education of children in school, has been working in language
education with the above perspective to promote mother tongue
based multilingualism in school in order to respect the multilingual
characteristics of the country and the right of the child to learn in
one's own language. It is in this context the present National Meet
on Minor, Minority and Tribal languages has been proposed to bring
together teachers, teacher educators, academics at the higher
education institutions, NGOs involved in language education,
policy makers, NCERT faculty and university faculty to discuss on
various issue relating minor, minority and tribal languages in order
to provide meaningful suggestions for making progress in language
education with the view to promote mother tongue based
multilingualism. The Meet will be held from January 21-23, 2014
at National Institute of Education, National Council of
Educational Research and Training (NCERT), Sri Aurobindo
Marg, New Delhi 110016. The Meet will focus on the following
themes:

1. Inclusive Language Education: (i) Early years of language
learning (i) Learning through the mother tongue / first language, (ii)
Home language and school language, (iii) Language education in
the first two years of schooling, (iv) Language transfer (from mother
tongue to school / state language or / and national / official language
and English),

2. Multilingual Education: (i) Language policies, Multilingual
education and minor, minority and tribal languages, (ii) Role and
place of English in the context of minor, minority and tribal
languages and (iii) Children's Literature in minor, minority and
tribal languages

3. Teacher Education, Language Teacher and the Language
Classroom: (i) Teacher education in the contexts of minor, minority
and tribal language learners and in the languages, (ii) Materials for
learning-teaching of minor, minority and tribal languages, (iii)
Disability and language learning, (iv) Sign language, (v) Integrating
art into teaching learning of languages and subjects, (vi) Language
learner and the classroom in minor minority and tribal contexts, (vii)
Sharing of best practices in the contexts of minor, minority and tribal
languages.

Research and practice based papers in Hindi, Urdu or English
on the above themes are invited for presentation in the Meet.
Please send paper abstract of Paper (150 words maximum) on or
before 20th December 2013 to:

The Head

Department of Education in Languages

NCERT, Sri Aurobindo Marg

New Delhi 110016

Email at: dol.ncert@nic.in

chandrasadayat@rediffmail.com

Organising Committee
Patrons: Professor Parvin Sinclair
Director, NCERT
&
Professor B.K. Tripathi
Joint Director, NCERT

Chairperson: Dr. Chandra Sadayat, Professor & Head,
Department of Education in Languages NCERT

Conveners:  Dr. Mohd. FaruqAnsari, Professor of Urdu

Mr. R. Meganathan, Assistant Professor (English)
Members:
Academic Committee

Dr. ON. Kaul, (Former Director, CIIL), Indian Institute of
Language Studies, Delhi

Dr. Manjit Baruvo, Centre for North East Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi

Dr. Kanan Sadhu, Professor, DEGSN

Dr. Lata Pandey, Professor, DEE

Dr. K. C. Tripathi, Professor of Sanskrit, DEL

Dr. Sandhya Singh, Professor of Hindi , DEL

Dr. Mohd. Nauman Khan, Professor of Urdu , DEL

Dr. Kirti Kapur, Associate Professor (English), DEL
Reception Committee

Dr. Sanjay Kumar Suman, Associate Professor (Hindi)
Dr. Mohd. Moazzamuddin, Associate Professor (Urdu)
Dr. Jatindra Mohan Mishra, Associate Professor (Sanskrit)
Dr. Varada Mohan Nikalje, Assistant Professor (English)
Dr. Pramod Kumar Dubey, Assistant Professor (Hindi)
Ms. Meenakshi Khar, Assistant Professor (English)

Mr. Naresh Kohli, Assistant Professor (Hindi)

Logistics Committee

Dr. Diwan Hannan Khan, Associate Professor (Urdu)

Dr. Ranjit Behera, Assistant Professor (Sanskrit)

Dr. Chaman Ara Khan, Assistant Professor (Urdu)
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