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Stories speak...! 

Stories are the heartbeat of life, weaving together the bittersweet moments that shape our 
existence. They ignite our spirit, empower us to face life’s challenges, and guide us through the 
complexities of the world. From the digital age to women’s rights, from nature conservation to 
the pursuit of livelihood, and from embracing life’s trials to exercising our right to vote – these 
stories illuminate the path to a meaningful life. Stories woven around ‘Critical Life Skills’ not 
only entertain but also cultivate wisdom, enhance our reasoning, and teach us the art of making 
informed and thoughtful decisions. Step into the narrative, reflect deeply, and let the stories 
lead you forward! 
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Unspoken questions on our faces,
  what was troubling him...?

 ...



My grandfather has two 
children – my father and 
my aunt. However, my 
father was always given 
priority and opportunities.

While my father received a good education 
and began working in the city, my aunt was 
married off in the village.

Aunty sent her son, Chetan, to stay 
with his aunt in the city so he could 
receive an education.
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Listen! Please put the utensils on the table.

Daddy, When are aunty 
and Chetan coming home?

They must be here 
soon, dear.

Ever since he 
went to live 

with his aunt, 
we rarely see 

him.
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“What happened to him?” This was the question on all our faces.

Aunty told us that ever since he went to 
the city to stay with his aunt, he does not 
feel like studying at all. He does not talk 
to anyone in school either. He does not tell 
anything to aunty, when asked. Who knows 
what has happened to him?

He spends 
the whole day 
drawing in his 
sketchbook.
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But this kind of behaviour is not right.

He sits quietly like this all day. Whenever he 
comes from Gangapur, he refuses to go back. This 

time, there were some burn marks on his hand.
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No! I don't 
want to go 

back.
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Why didn't you 
take him to the 

doctor? We had taken 
him to the ojha 
in the village, 

but even he has 
failed.

Ojha? How long will you continue 
having faith in these babas?

Yes! You 
should take 
him to the 

doctor.

Okay. So 
let's go to 
the doctor 
tomorrow.
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After talking to Chetan for some time, the doctor said –

Chetan mentioned that his aunt beats him a 
lot, which has caused him to develop a fear. 

Please take him to a good psychiatrist. In 
addition to medication, he also needs mental 

and emotional support.

You should have 
understood the change in 

his behaviour.

This has been happening to 
him since childhood, and 
he has been enduring it all 
along. At this moment, he 
needs love and affection.
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In just three to four months, Chetan's 
condition began to improve. The fear 
gradually disappeared from his face. 
Aunty decided not to send him back 
to his aunt's house and enrolled him 
in a school in the village.
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After a few weeks, Chetan came to meet us again.

I saw your 
sketchbook, sister. I 
also draw pictures.
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Chetan's sketchbook had 
changed. Now, on its 
pages, a cheerful little 
child was smiling.
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